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Charles  H.  Moose.  The  great  American  lumber  in- 
dustry, in  all  its  ramifications,  owes  more  to  the  New 
England  states  for  its  active  personnel  than  to  any 
other  section  o€  the  country.  It  was  in  the  old  pine 
tree  state  of  Maine  that  Charles  H.  Moore  of  Galveston 
had  his  origin.  Among  lumber  manufacturers  of  the 
south,  few  have  been  longer  or  more  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  industry  than  Charles  H.  Moore.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  to  establish  a  factory  for  lumber 
products  in  south  Texas,  after  the  war.  Forty  years  of 
his  career  were  devoted  to  the  varied  enterprises  of 
lumbering  and  manufacture,  and  he  is  still  connected 
officially  with  four  large  industrial  companies.  Charles 
H.  Moore  was  born  at  Freeport,  Cumberland  county, 
Maine,  August  10,  1842,  a  son  of  Ira  and  Martha  (Doe) 
Moore.  His  father  was  also  born  in  Maine,  as  was 
likewise  the  mother,  and  was  a  farmer  and  school 
teacher.  His  death  occurred  in  1865,  while  the  mother 
passed  away  in  1869. 

It  was  in  the  country  and  village  schools  of  York 
county,  Maine,  that  Charles  H.  Moore  received  his  first 
training  for  life.  For  a  short  time  he  followed  In  the 
footsteps  of  his  father  and  taught  school,  but  his  am- 
bition was  for  a  more  active  career  in  the  industrial 
and  commercial  life  which  absorbed  the  energies  of 
Americans  during  the  latter  half  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury. From  the  extreme  northeast  he  went  clear  across 
the  eontment,  and  in  1862  located  in  California,  where 
he  became  an  employe  of  his  uncles,  B.  and  J.  S.  Doe, 
manufacturers  of  sash,  doors  and  blinds.  This  was  his 
real  introduction  to  lumber  manufacturing.  When  ready 
to  engage  in  business  for  himself,  he  chose  as  a  location 
the  southern  belt  of  the  great  American  forest  areas, 
and  thus  located  at  Galveston  in  March,  1867.  There, 
under  the  name  of  C.  H.  Moore  &  Company,  he  estab- 
lished a  factory  for  the  making  of  interior  woodwork, 
and,  as  already  stated,  was  one  of  the  first  manufac- 
turers of  lumber  materials  to  go  into  business  at  Gal- 
veston after  the  resumption  of  normal  conditions  fol- 
lowing the  war.  The  first  factory  was  a  small  one,  but 
its  proprietor  possessed  the  ability  and  enterprise  suf- 
ficient to  develop  the  undertaking  on  a  large  scale,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  his  firm  was  an  important  factor 
in  local  manufacturing  circles.  Now  for  more  than  forty 
years  Mr.  Moore  has  retained  a  large  share  in  the  lumber 
industry  of  the  south,  and  credit  is  due  to  him  for  a 
share  in  the  pioneer  development  of  lumbering,  especially 
in  Texas  and  Louisiana. 

The  firm  of  C.  H.  Moore  &  Company  continued  actively 
until  1876.  Mr.  Moore  then  engaged  in  the  general 
lumber  business  in  the  firm  of  W.  F.  JStewart  &  Com- 
pany, and,  selling  out  his  interests  with  that  firm  in 
1880,  he  joined  A.  J.  Perkins  of  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana. 
A.  J.  Perkins  &  Company  continued  until  the  death  of 
Mr.  Perkins  in  1893.  The  firm  then  became  Moore  & 
Goodman,  and  that  name  is  still  prominent  among  lumber 
circles  of  Texas.  Mr.  Moore  retired  from  active  par- 
ticipation in  the  firm  in  1907,  and  his  sons,  Kilburn  and 
Bartlett  D.,  have  since  taken  his  place,  in  association 
with  Mr.  Goodman. 

The  activity  of  Mr.  Moore  in  business  affairs  is  indi- 


cated further  by  his  connection  with  the  following  con- 
cerns: Vice  president  of  the  Lock-Moore  Company, 
president  of  the  Edgewood  Land  &  Logging  Company, 
vice  president  of  the  Texas  Bank  &  Trust  Company,  vice 
president  of  the  Texas  Gulf  Steamship  Company,  vice 
president  of  the  American  Indemnity  Company,  director 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Galveston,  director  of  the 
Doe  Estates  Company  of  San  Francisco,  and  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Guyton  &  Moore,  fuel  oil  dealers.  In 
politics  Mr.  Moore  is  a  Democrat,  and  is  affiliated  with 
the  Lumbermen 's  organization,  the  Hoo  Hoos,  and  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  at  Galveston. 

In  1871,  he  married  Miss  Ida  Kilburn,  daughter  of 
Wells  Kilburn  of  Napa,  California.  Their  two  children 
are  Kilburn  and  Bartlett  D.  Moore.  The  Moore  home  in 
Galveston  is  at  2722  Avenue  H. 

John  McBlvy.  A  Confederate  veteran,  whose  home 
is  now  in  Rosenberg.  Mr.  McElvy  returned  from  a  long 
and  arduous  service  in  the  war  to  take  up  the  active  life 
of  farmer,  a  vocation  which  he  followed  with  much 
success  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  is  now  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  his  well  spent  life,  during  which  he  has 
obtained  a  fair  share  of  the  world's  goods  and  provided 
well  for  his  family. 

John  McElvy  was  born  in  the  state  of  Arkansas  July 
27,  1847.  His  parents  were  George  E.  and  Martha 
(Webb)  McElvy,  the  former  a  native  of  Georgia  and 
the  latter  of  Tennessee,  their  marriage  occurring  in 
Arkansas.  The  ancestry  is  Scotch-Irish  and  on  the 
father's  side  were  a  number  of  doctors  and  lawyers 
of  prominence  in  their  profession  and  in  politics.  The 
father  himself  was  a  lawyer,  also  a  skillful  surveyor 
and  an  active  planter  and  stock  raiser.  He  belonged 
to  one  of  the  first  families  in  Georgia.  Grandfather 
John  McElvy  was  a  Baptist  minister.  A  man  of  superior 
education  and  culture,  George  R.  McElvy  died  in  Texas 
in  1860.  His  brother,  E.  L.  McElvy,  was  a  member  of 
the  Florida  legislature.  The  maternal  grandfather 
Webb  was  one  of  the  pioneer  planters  of  Texas  and 
owned  a  number  of  slaves  before  the  war.  Mr.  John 
McElvy  was  one  of  four  children.  His  sister  Fannie 
lived  in  Dallas  and  the  other  two  children,  Lawson  and 
Harmon,  are  both  deceased. 

As  a  boy  John  McElvy  spent  his  years  on  a  farm 
and  had  limited  educational  advantages,  chiefly  owing 
to  the  fact  that  his  father  died  when  he  was  about 
fifteen  or  sixteen  years  old.  The  family  moved  to  Texas 
in  184-5,  settling  on  the  Angelina  River,  near  the  old 
.John  Durst  Bridge  on  the  San  Antonio  Road,  the  noted 
thoroughfare  over  which  all  the  early  commerce  between 
Mexico  and  the  United  States  passed.  The  father 
entered  land  in  that  vicinity  of  east  Texas  and  lived 
there  until  his  death.  In  1861,  on  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  John  McElvy  was  seventeen  years  old  and  enlisted 
in  Rigsby's  Company,  Ford's  Infantry  Regiment,  re- 
cruited locally  to  capture  the  Federal  fort  at  Browns- 
ville. After  the  evacuation  of  that  post  Mr.  McElvy 
returned  home  and  then  on  February  8,  1862,  enlisted  in 
Company  F  of  the  Eighth  Texas  Infantry,  a  regiment 
commanded    by    Colonel     Overton     Young.       Their     first 
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destiDation  was  at  Little  Eock,  Arkansas,  but  after  a 
short  time  they  began  active  participation  in  that  long 
and  desultory  warfare  which  characterized  the  fighting 
west  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver.  There  were  almost  con- 
stant expeditions  and  counter  expeditions,  skirmishes  and 
battles  all  over  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  and  that  con- 
dition of  affairs  continued  until  near  the  end  of  the 
war.  Mr.  McElvy  was  a  member  of  what  was  known 
as  the  Walker  Greyhounds,  in  Walker  's  Division.  Among 
the  more  prominent  battles  in  which  he  took  part  were 
the  bloody  engagement  of  Mansfield,  that  of  Pleasant 
Hill  and  Jenkins  Ferry.  His  company  was  finally  dis- 
banded at  Hempstead,  in  Waller  county,  and  he  had 
gone  through  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  without 
wound  or  capture,  although  exposure  brought  on  a  long 
spell  of  pneumonia. 

After  the  war  Mr.  McBlvy  was  a  substantial  farmer 
■for  thirty  years  in  Milam  county.  Then  on  November 
25,  1894,  he  moved  to  Fort  Bend"  county,  and  since  then 
has  lived  more  or  less  retired  in  Rosenberg.  He  owns 
a  fine  farm  in  the  county,  has  property  in  Eosenberg 
and  investments  in  other  enterprises. 

In  1862  Mr.  McElvy  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza 
Henderson,  a  native  of  Texas,  whose  death  occurred  a 
few  months  after  their  marriage.  Later  he  married 
Ann  Sehafer,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ann  Vernon,  and 
who  was  born  in  Manchester,  England,  and  came  to 
Texas  in  1845.  Of  the  six  children  born  to  their  union 
Fannie,  Laura,  William  and  Harry  are  now  deceased. 
Thomas  J.  McElvy  lives  in  Wallis,  Texas,  and  Richard 
H.  in  Wharton,  Texas.  Mr.  McElvy  is  an  intelligent  and 
well  informed  man  and  has  been  interested  in  educa- 
tional progress,  having  served  for  a  number  of  years 
as  school  trustee  of  Milam  county.  He  is  a  loyal  old 
Confederate  and  a  member  of  Clem  Bassett  Camp  of 
the  Confederate  veterans  at  Richmond.  Mrs.  McElvy  is 
a  member  of  the  Christian  church. 

Taylor  Ray.  Leaving  home  at  the  age  of  thirteen, 
beginning  his  career  in  the  far  west  as  a  grocery  clerk, 
finally  at  the  age  of  seventeen  arriving  in  Texas,  Taylor 
Eay  has  been  a  resident  of  this  state  nearly  thirty  years 
altogether  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  men  in  the  express 
service.  At  Rosenberg,  where  he  has  been  a  citizen  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  he  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
prominent  menand  had  the  distinction  of  being  selected 
as  first  mayor  under  the  commission  form  of  govern- 
ment in  that  little  south  Texas  city. 

Tavlor  Ray  was  born  in  Wabash,  Indiana,  December 
S,  1863,  the'  son  of  Jefferson  and  Faraba  (Cox)  Eay, 
both  of  Indiana.  The  family  is  of  Irish  descent  and 
Grandfather  Ray  was  born  on  the  Isle  of  Erin  and 
located  at  Indiana  among  the  pioneers.  Jefferson  Eay, 
the  father,  was  also  a  man  who  was  identified  with  early 
enterprise  in  the  Wabash  Valley  and  owned  one  of  the 
first  sawmills  in  his  part  of  Indiana.  After  operating 
that  mill  for  some  years  he  became  employed  in  the 
general  carjienter  and  contracting  business,  which  he 
followed  both  in  Indiana  and  later  in  Missouri,  to  which 
state  he  took  his  family  in  1870.  He  was  a  man  of 
exceptional  thrift  and  industry  and  lived  a  very  useful 
and  unselfish  life.  For  many  years  he  served  on  the 
school  board  in  Indiana  and  was  always  interested  in 
education.  Although  born  in  the  north,  his  sympathies 
were  with  the  South,  and  when  the  war  broke  out  between 
the  states  he  enlisted  as  a  Confederate  soldier  and  fought 
for  the  southern  cause,  seeing  constant  service  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  that  struggle,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  furlough  time.  His  death  occurred  in  Carthage, 
Hissouri,  and  his  wife  is  also  now  deceased.  There  were 
fourteen  children  in  the  f.-imily  and  the  only  two  now 
(lead  are  Annie  and  Bertha.  Among  those  living  the 
following  are  mentioned:  Joseph,  of  Chicago;  Warren, 
of  Wichita,  Kansas;  Barton,  of  Olathe,  Kansas;  Alton, 
of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  Charles  and  Orson,  of 
Seattle,  Washington;   Eliza  and  Maude,   of  Webb  City, 


Missouri;  Lena,  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  and  Grace,  of 
Oronogo,  Missouri. 

As  a  boy  Taylor  Eay  attended  common  schools  in 
Carthage,  Missouri,  and  later  while  at  regular  work  and 
in  order  to  make  up  for  the  deficiencies  in  his  early 
training  he  was  a  student  in  night  school  in  Kansas 
City  and  in  Sherman,  Texas.  When  he  left  home  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  he  made  his  first  pause  in  his  wanderings 
in  the  state  of  Colorado,  where  he  was  employed  for  a 
time  as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  at  LeadviUe.  After  that 
lie  was  messenger  boy  in  Denver  for  a  while  and  during 
the  following  four  years  wandered  about  from  one  place 
to  another,  visiting  many  western  states  and  getting 
such  work  as  he  could  find.  When  seventeen  he  landed 
in  Sherman,  Texas,  where  he  was  given  a  job  in  a 
grocery  store  and  later  promoted  to  shipping  clerk.  With 
the  firm  of  Cullers  &  Henry  he  remained  for  two  years. 
After  that  he  began  work  for  the  old  'Texas  Express 
Company,  an  organization  long  since  defunct.  He  con- 
tinued as  driver  for  that  concern  for  one  .year.  That 
was  the  beginning  of  his  long  service  in  the  express 
business.  After  leaving  the  Texas  cotnpany  he  worked 
for  the  Pacific  and  the  Wells,  Fargo  &  Company  Ex- 
press, much  of  the  time  as  clerk  on  trains  and  his  labor 
took  him  from  San  Antonio  on  the  south  as  far  north 
as  Chicago  and  west  to  Denver  and  southeast  to  New 
Orleans,  and  he  was  in  many  other  points  all  over  this 
vast  territory.  He  also  travelled  over  nearly  all  the 
railroad  lines  in  the  South,  including  the  Southern 
Pacific,  the  Iron  Mountain,  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & 
Texas  and  the  International  and  Great  Northern.  In 
September,  1894,  he  was  assigned  to  a  permanent  posi- 
tion at  Eosenberg  as  agent  for  the  Wells-Fargo  Com- 
pany, a  place  in  which  his  fidelity  to  the  company 's  in- 
terest has  kept  him  ever  since.  Aside  from  being  a 
successful  man  of  business  Mr.  Ray  is  doubly  rich  in 
the  hosts  of  loyal  friends  who  give  him  their  esteem. 
He  is  a  man  big  in  body  and  character,  genial  and 
kindly,  and  is  always  ready  to  do  his  part.  From  1901 
to  1910  he  served  on  the  board  of  aldermen  of  Eosen- 
berg and  from  1900  to  1910  was  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  school  board,  being  president  of  the  board  during 
the  last  two  years.  He  served  as  city  secretary  and 
clerk  and  as  already  stated  was  the  first  mayor  of  Rosen- 
berg under  the  commission  charter. 

On  March  25,  1891,  he  married  Miss  Mattie  Newton 
of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  daughter  of  Henry  Newton.  Of 
the  six  children  born  to  their  marriage  two  are  deceasea, 
George  and  Arthur,  and  the  others  are:  Edith,  Nita, 
Walter  and  Robert,  aU  of  whom  are  at  home  and  in 
school.  Mrs.  Ray  is  a  woman  of  superior  culture  and 
refinement  and  takes  a  prominent  part  in  all  social 
uiatters.  She  is  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Baptist  church, 
in  which  her  husband  is  also  active,  having  lioen  a 
deacon  for  the  past  ten  years.  Mrs.  Ray  organized  the 
first  Philathia  Class  in  the  city  and  has  been  president 
of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  for  twelve  years  and  also 
n  teacher  in  the  Sunday  school.  She  has  membership 
in  several  social  clubs,  is  worthy  matron  of  the  local 
chapter  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  one  of  the  women  of 
Rosenberg  who  are  depended  upon  to  take  the  lead 
in  many  matters  for  improving  social  and  civic  condi- 
tions. Mr.  Ray  is  fraternally  identified  with  Rosenberg 
Lodge,  No.  881,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  past 
master,  and  is  also  past  m.ister  of  the  Masonic  Lodge 
at  Richmond.  He  has  for  a  number  of  terms  served 
as  clerk  and  treasurer  of  his  camp  of  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World.  He  and  his  family  reside  in  one  of  the 
attractive  homes  of  Rosenberg  and  he  owns  considerable 
other  real  estate. 

H.  A.  Meyer.  In  the  direction  of  home-seeking  popu- 
lation and  disposition  of  capital  for  permanent  invest- 
ment, various  agencies  have  played  a  large  part  and 
broueht  about  a  tremendous  development  of  Texas'  ma- 
terial resources  in  recent  years,  but  no  one  factor  has  been 
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more  important  than  the  real  estate  operator,  whose 
specialty  has  consisted  in  promoting  the  sale  and  coloni- 
zation of  the  vast  tract  of  land,  hitherto  either  left 
waste  or  imperfectly  employed  for  grazing.  The  lower 
Brazos  and  Colorado  Valleys  have  been  a  notable  field 
for  this  work  in  recent  years  and  one  of  the  men  who 
may  properly  claim  a  good  share  of  the  credit  for  re- 
sults obtained  is  Mr.  H.  A.  Meyer,  who  is  head  of  the 
Meyer-Forster  Land  &  Loan  Company  of  Kosenberg. 
Mr.  Meyer  is  also  prominent  as  the  present  mayor  of 
his  home  city. 

Only  a  few  men  are  privileged  to  achieve  such  suc- 
cess as  Mr.  Meyer  has  attained  to  so  early  in  life.  Not 
yet  much  beyond  thirty-five  he  has  gained  a  fortune  and 
true  friends  and  is  regarded  as  a  prominent  and  reliable 
citizen  by  all  who  know  him  and  one  of  great  value  to 
the  community  in  which  he  lives.  Coming  of  hardy  Ger- 
man parentage  he  has  been  honest  and  industrious  and 
these  qualities  have  won  for  him  the  enviable  position 
he  occupies. 

H.  A.  Meyer  was  born  in  Austin  county,  Texas,  August 
27,  1875,  and  is  a  sou  of  Benjamin  and  Louise  (Shultz) 
Meyer.  His  father  was  born  in  Minden,  Westphalia, 
Germany,  and  came  alone  to  Austin  county,  Texas,  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years.  The  mother  and  her  parents 
wefe  born  in  Austin  County,  Texas,  but  her  grand- 
parents were  all  natives  of  Germany.  They  were  part 
of  Austin 's  colony.  Only  one  of  the  old  line,  John 
Stern  of  Austin  county,  is  now  living.  Landing  in 
Texas  without  money,  IJenjamin  Meyer,  the  father,  at 
once  began  working  "for  wages  of  forty-five  dollars  per 
year  and  his  board.  In  spite  of  this  meager  compensa- 
tion his  untiring  industry  and  frugality  finally  produced 
sufficient  capital  for  him  to  buy  a  farm,  to  which  he 
added  until  he  was  one  of  the  large  and  prosperous 
land  owners  in  Austin  county.  He  was  well  known 
as  a  raiser  of  fine  blooded  driving  horses.  In  that 
vicinity  he  lived  and  labored  until  four  years  ago,  when 
he  moved  into  Eosenberg,  where  he  and  his  good  wife 
live  a  life  of  ease  and  comfort.  He  is  the  owner  of 
considerable  land  over  the  county  of  Fort  Bend  and 
his  position  is  an  exceedingly  creditable  one,  especially 
in  view  of  his  having  come  to  this  state  a  young  foreigner 
without  money  and  having  begun  entirely  on  the  labor 
of  his  hands.  Although  he  had  but  few  educational 
chances  he  has  lived  a  very  successful  and  useful  life. 
In  the  mother 's  family  her  father  and  aU  her  uncles 
were  soldiers  of  the  Confederate  army.  The  present 
mayor  of  Eosenberg  is  one  of  ten  living  children,  being 
the  oldest  in  the  line,  and  the  others  being  mentioned 
as  follows:  L.  H.,  who  is  postmaster  of  Eosenberg; 
O.  C,  auditor  of  the  Bond  Lumber  Company  at  Eagle 
Pass;  Mrs.  F.  A.  Shawe  and  Mrs.  Clara  Kiekee,  both 
of  Eosenberg ;  Mrs.  Laura  Nippling  of  Granada,  and 
Mrs.  Henrietta  Havla  of  Cost,  Texas;  Norma,  Selma 
and  Louise  at  home  in  Eosenberg  and  Emma  and  Benja- 
min, both   deceased. 

H.  A.  Meyer  as  a  boy  attended  the  country  schools 
in  Austin  county,  after  which  he  took  a  literary  course 
in  the  Lutheran  College  at  Benham,  and  finally  com- 
pleted his  preparation  for  his  business  career  in  Toby's 
Business  College  of  Waco.  He  continued  at  home  work- 
ing on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age 
and  then  moved  to  Fort  Bend  county,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  one  year.  In  the  fall  of  1897 
he  bought  a  farm  of  his  own  and  has  since  been  one  of 
the  big  land  owners  of  the  county  and  also  possesses 
much  valuable  city  property.  In  1899,  with  a  partner 
named  Brown,  he  opened  a  general  store  in  Rosenberg. 
A  year  later  he  sold  out  his  interests  and  was  appointed 
postmaster,  a  position  in  which  he  did  capable  service 
for  seven  years.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been  engaged 
in  the  insurance  and  real  estate  business  and  in  1904 
became  associated  with  Mr.  A.  E.  Pleak,  a  relationship 
which  was  maintained  until  1910.  In  that  year  Mr. 
Pleak  sold  out  to  Mr.  Forster,  thus  making  the  present 


firm  of  Meyer-Forster  Land  &  Loan  Company.  This 
company  specializes  on  land  for  colonization  and  has 
peopled  a  number  of  large  tracts  with  industrious  and 
thrifty  homeseekers.  The  company  also  loan  a  large 
amount  of  money  on  real  estate.  They  have  been  one 
of  the  most  successful  firms  in  this  line  in  south  Texas. 
Up  to  March  24,  1913,  their  books  indicate  transactions 
covering  Fort  Bend  and  adjoining  counties  to  an  aggre- 
gate volume  of  fifteen  million  dollars'  worth  of  land.  In 
February,  1912,  the  partners  organized  the  Meyer-Forster 
Realty  Company  of  Ganado,  Jackson  county.  This  firm 
has  also  prospered.  Mr.  Meyer  has  made  a  thorough 
study  of  Texas  soil  and  products  and  his  judgment  has 
come  to  be  accepted  as  thoroughly  reliable  and  has  been 
a  big  factor  in  promoting  the  success  of  his  business 
organization.  His  company  was  the  agent  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  lands  of  the  Houston  &  Texas  Central  Rail- 
road and  has  represented  several  other  large  interests 
in  the  state. 

In  September,  1S9S,  Mr.  Meyer  married  Miss  Emma 
Windell  of  Texas,  a  daughter  of  Captain  C.  W.  F. 
Windell  of  Caldwell,  Texas,  and  a  veteran  of  the  Con- 
federate war.  The  one  child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Meyer  died  in  infancy.  While  Mr.  Meyer  has  never 
aspired  to  office  he  has  been  selected  out  of  the  body  of 
Eosenberg  citizens  to  the  office  of  mayor  and  is  giving 
a  very  efficient  administration.  Fraternally  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  local  lodge  of  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  is  a  Eoyal  Arch  Mason,  also  a  member 
of  the  Eastern  Star  and  belongs  to  the  Woodmen  of  the 
W^orld.  Mrs.  Meyer  has  membership  in  the  Order  of 
Eastern  Star  and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church 
of  Rosenberg. 

Judge  H.  T.  Compton.  A  veteran  of  the  war  between 
the  states,  in  which  he  saw  a  long  and  arduous  service 
until  his  wounds  compelled  him  to  retire  from  the  front, 
Judge  Compton  has  been  a  resident  of  Texas  for  sixty 
years  and  since  the  war  has  been  closely  identified  with 
public  affairs  in  Wharton  county. 

He  was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  Tennessee,  De- 
cember 23,  1841,  one  of  a  family  of  five  children  born 
to  W.  T.  S.  and  Sarah  (Newell)  Compton.  His  father 
was  from  Maryland  and  his  mother  from  Alabama. 
The  father  was  a  merchant  and  a  slave  holder  before 
the  war  and  settled  in  Texas  in  1853,  coming  from  Ten- 
nessee and  stopping  awhile  in  Louisiana.  In  1849  he 
had  joined  the  California  forty-niners  and  had  at  first 
a  successful  experience  as  a  gold  seeker,  but  later  lost 
all  he  gained  while  on  the  gold  coast.  He  returned  to 
Tennessee,  after  about  four  years  in  California,  and 
soon  afterward  moved  to  South  Texas,  locating  in 
Matagorda  county.  There  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
and  in  other  pursuits  and  his  death  occurred  in  Colum- 
bus, Texas,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  The  Newell  family 
on  the  maternal  side  were  ironworkers  in  Tennessee  and 
also  planters  in  that  state.  Judge  Compton 's  mother 
died  in  1858  soon  after  the  family  came  to  Matagorda 
county.  The  father  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
educational  equipment  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
devout  members  of  the  Episcopal  church.  Of  their 
children  only  one  besides  the  judge  is  now  living,  J.  P. 
Compton  of  La  Porte,  Texas.  Those  deceased  are 
E.lward,  Nannie  and  Albert.  Judge  Compton  has  two 
half-sisters  living  in  Wharton  county — Mrs.  A.  E. 
Hudgins  and  Jlrs.  S.  G.  Perviance;  also  a  half-sister, 
Mrs.   H.   B.  Otto  of  La  Porte. 

As  n  boy  Judge  Compton  attended  private  schools  in 
Texas  and  was  not  yet  twenty  years  old  when  the  war 
broke  out  and  threw  its  shadow  across  every  peaceful 
pursuit.  In  April,  1861,  in  the  first  weeks  of  the  war 
he  enlisted  at  Richmond,  Texas,  in  Tom  Mitchell's 
Company  F  of  the  Twenty-Fourth  Texas  Cavalry.  This 
regiment  was  afterward  dismounted  in  Arkansas  and 
thereafter  served  as  an  infantry  regiment.  At  Arkansas  . 
Post    he    was    captured    and    sent    a   prisoner   to    Camp 
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Butler,  Illinois.  After  three  mouths  he  was  exchanged 
and  then  joined  Johnston's  army  in  Tennessee.  He 
left  the  Federal  prison  ill  and  therefore  did  not  join 
his  command  until  the  eve  of  the  battle  of  Chattanooga. 
Afterward  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga, 
Missionary  Eidge,  Ringgold,  New  Hope  Church,  Peach 
Tree  Creek  and  the  many  other  fights  leading  up  to 
Atlanta.  At  Peach  Tree  Creek  he  was  severely  wounded 
by  a  bullet  which  shattered  his  left  arm  and  passed 
through  his  left  hip.  Gangrene  set  in  and  for  days  his 
life  was  despaired  of.  This  severe  wound  totally  in- 
capacitated him  for  further  military  service. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Judge  Compton  located  in 
"Wharton  county,  where  he  took  charge  of  his  uncle's, 
John  D.  Newell 's,  plantation.  After  two  years  in  that 
work  he  was  elected  tax  assessor  of  Wharton  county 
and  filled  that  office  with  fidelity  and  efficiency  for  ten 
years.  Following  that  office  he  was  chosen  magistrate  of 
precinct  No.  1  and  has  presided  over  this  precinct  court 
to  the  present  time. 

In  1887  Judge  Compton  was  married  to  Miss  Emma 
Hooker  of  Texas  and  a  daughter  of  George  Hooker,  one 
of  the  old  settlers  of  this  state.  Mrs.  Compton  is  living 
and  also  her  five  children,  namely:  Pearle,  Margie, 
Carrie,  Harry  and  Newell.  All  have  homes  in  Wharton 
and  were  educated  in  the  local  schools.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Compton  are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  church 
south.  The  judge  is  a  charter  member  of  Buchel  Camp, 
No.  228,  U.  C.  v.,  at  Wharton  and  is  now  adjutant  of 
the  camp.  He  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  Confederate 
matters  and  has  often  been  a  delegate  to  reunions  and 
other  gatherings  of  the  boys  in  gray. 

Charles  T.  Paul  was  born  on  the  2d  of  March,  1880, 
at  Paul's  Store  in  Shelby  county,  Texas,  the  j'oungest 
of  the  six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
W.  A.  and  Delilah  Paul.  On  the  paternal  side  the  an- 
cestry is  French,  while  on  the  maternal  side  he  is 
descended  from  Irish  stock.  W.  A.  Paul  wa-s  a  second 
cousin  of  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  vice  president  of  the 
Confederacy.  The  grandparents  on  both  sides  were 
planters  and  slave  holders,  and  the  family  is  well  repre- 
sented in  Georgia  and  Arkansas,  also  elsewhere  through- 
out the  South.  W.  A.  Paul  has  followed  farming  and 
stock-raising,  flour  milling  and  ginning,  and  for  more 
than  forty  years  was  a  resident  of  Shelby  county,  Texas. 
From  that  vicinity  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army 
as  a  member  of  Company  H,  Eleventh  Texas  Infantry, 
and  was  wounded  in  battle  at  Opelousas,  Louisiana.  He 
went  through  the  war,  and  after  its  close  settled  down 
to  farming  in  Shelby  county.  For  the  accommodation 
of  his  neighbors  in  the  community  about  his  home  he 
conducted  a  grist  mill,  a  cotton  gin  and  a  blacksmith 
shop,  and,  as  these  activities  indicate,  he  was  a  man  of 
varied  affairs  and  an  important  factor  in  the  community 
where  he  lived.  Finally  selling  out  his  business  there 
in  1900,  he  came  to  San  Angelo,  Texas,  and  took  up 
ranching,  a  line  which  he  still  follows  and  in  which  he  is 
well  known.  The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  in  1892, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  country  cemetery  near  Paul's 
Store,  Texas. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Shelby  county  Charles  T. 
Paul  obtained  his  early  training,  and  after  his  graduation 
from  the  high  school  at  Timpson  in  1901.  entered  the 
University  of  Texas,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  for 
three  years  in  the  academic  and  law  departments.  Dur- 
ing his  university  career  he  was  president  of  the  Soph- 
omore class,  was  president  of  Athena;um  Literary 
Society,  and  was  a  charter  member  of  Delta  Tau  Delta 
fraternity  in  the  University.  His  first  business  venture 
was  in  real  estate  in  San  Angelo,  where  he  opened  his 
office  in  1904.  Since  then  he  has  added  an  abstract  and 
genornl  rental  business  under  the  firm  name  of  the  Paul 
Abstract  and  Title  Company.  In  a  period  of  only  a  fen- 
years  real  estate  has  advanced  from  one  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent  in  price  and  the  trend 


is  still  steadily  upward.  From  April,  1909,  to  April, 
1911,  Mr.  Paul  served  as  mayor  of  San  Angelo,  and  was 
earnestly  solicited  to  make  the  race  for  a  second  term, 
but  his  accumulating  interests  in  business  led  him  to 
decline  the  offer.  For  three  years  he  was  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  San  Angelo  Bank  &  Trust  Company, 
one  of  the  largest  financial  concerns  of  west  Texas,  with 
a  capital  stock  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars. 

Mr.  Paul  has  always  been  a  stanch  Democrat,  and 
fraternally  is  well  known  in  Masonry,  having  taken  the 
thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite.  He  also  has 
membership  affiliations  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.     His  church  is  the  Presbyterian. 

On  the  2Sth  of  March,  1911,  Mr.  Paul  married  Miss 
Minnie  Elizabeth  Hunter,  of  San  Angelo,  a  daughter  of 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Hunter.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Hunter  in 
1905  the  family  came  from  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  Mrs. 
Hunter,  who  was  born  in  Canada,  is  still  living.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Paul  have  one  child,  Minnie  Lila  Paul,  born 
on  the  12th  of  February,  1913,  at  335  West  H  avenue, 
San  Angelo,  Texas. 

Mr.  Paul  stands  foremost  among  those  who  thor- 
oughly believe  in  and  advocates  to  all  comers  the  re- 
sources of  western  Texas,  b6th  in  climate  and  soil.  He 
is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  resources  of  the  country 
as  a  stock  i-egion  and  recommends  it  as  a  good  place 
for  any  ambitious  man  with  the  grit  and  industry  to 
take  his  part  of  pioneer  responsibilities  and  hardships, 
before  enjoying  all  the  success  and  prosperity  which  he 
well  might  anticipate. 

Robert  Meriwether  Brown.  At  Wharton  for  the 
past  quarter  of  a  century  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers 
and  foremost  citizens  has  been  Robert  Meriwether  Brown. 
Judge  Brown  has  served  as  special  district  judge,  has 
represented  his  county  in  the  state  legislature,  is  com- 
mander of  his  local  camp  of  Confederate  Veterans  and 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  south  Texas. 
He  is  local  attorney  for  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  and 
represents  other  large  interests  in  this  part  of  the  state. 

Robert  Meriwether  Brown  was  born  in  Amherst 
county,  Virginia,  December  24,  1845,  and  was  one  of 
six  children  born  to  Robert  M.  and  Sarah  (Whitehead) 
Brown,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Virginia,  and  of 
old  and  prominent  families  of  that  state.  Grandfather 
Benjamin  Brown  came  from  England  and  both  he  and 
his  son  Robert  practiced  law  in  Virginia.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  John  Whitehead,  was  prominent  as  a 
banker  at  Lynchburg.  Grandfather  Benjamin  Brown 
married  a  Miss  Lewis,  who  was  a  first  cousin  of  Colonel 
Meriwether  Lewis,  whose  name  is  first  in  American 
history  as  the  first  of  the  two  noted  explorers  and  path- 
finders who  left  on  the  annals  of  history  the  name  of 
the  Lewis  and  Clark  expedition.  The  trrandmotlior  on 
the  maternal  side  was  Anna  Mahoney,  who  was  a  noted 
Irish  beauty  in  her  time.  Both  grandfathers  were 
planters  and  slave  holders  and  men  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability  and  influence.  .Judge  Brown's  father  was  at  one 
time  'commonwealth  attorney  in  Virginia  and  for  years 
served  as  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  was 
a  forceful  and  able  man  and  did  much  to  impress  his 
personality  on  his  community.  Of  the  six  children  of 
Robert  M.  Brown  and  wife, "Thomas  L.  and  Alfred  L. 
are  now  deceased.  The  living,  besides  Judge  Brown,  are: 
Mrs.  Collin  Stokes,  a  widow,  living  at  Covington,  Vir- 
ginia; A.  D.  Brown  of  Amhurst  county,  Virginia,  and 
Benjamin  W.,  a  surgeon  in  the  United  States  Marine 
Hospital  and  Health  Service,  who  spent  two  years  in 
China  and  now  has  charge  of  the  United  States  Station 
at  Yokohama,  Japan.  Judge  Brown  comes  of  a  long- 
lived  family.  His  father  lived  to  be  eighty-two  and 
his  mother'  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years,  she 
passing  away  in  January,  1914.  William  P.  Gorsuch,  a 
son  of  his  sister  by  a  former  marriage,  is  now  professor 
of   oratory   in   the   University   of   Chicago. 
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Eobert  Meriwether  Brown  when  a  boy  attended  school 
at  Higginbotham  Academy  until  he  was  fifteen  years  old. 
Then,  like  many  other  Virginia  boys,  his  youth  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  outbreak  of  the  great  war  between 
the  states  and  he  was  at  once  thrown  into  the  most 
serious  responsibUities  of  existence.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  volunteered  in  Company  E  of  the  Second  Virginia 
Cavalry,  under  General  Mumpford  and  also  served  under 
Fitzhugh  Lee  and  under  Judge  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  and 
fought  all  through  the  war  in  the  army  of  Northern 
Virginia.  Altogether  his  army  record  comprises  twenty- 
one  engagements  and  among  these  he  fought  at  Cold 
Harbor,  the  Wilderness,  Seven  Pines  and  at  Yellow 
Tavern.  At  Yellow  Tavern  a  bullet  struck  him  in  the 
head  and  for  three  months  he  lay  critically  ill  in  a 
hospital.  How  near  he  came  to  being  a  sacrifice  to 
the  cause  of  the  south  is  indicated  by  the  deep  scar 
which  still  plows  his  forehead. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Brown  returned  home, 
still  a  young  man,  though  a  veteran  soldier,  and  took 
up  the  study  of  law.  He  afterward  practiced  in  his 
native  state  from  1867  to  1885.  In  the  latter  year  he 
moved  to  Texas,  locating  in  Jackson  county,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  Then  on  March  27,  1887,  he  estab- 
lished his  office  in  Wharton  and  in  the  past  quarter 
of  a  century  has  enjoyed  a  position  second  to  none  in 
the  local  bar.  While  Judge  Brown  is  in  no  sense  a 
politician,  he  represented  his  county  in  the  state  legis- 
lature during  the  twenty-ninth  and  thirtieth  assemblies 
and  altogether  has  served  three  terms  as  special  district 
judge,  his  appointment  having  been  made  by  the  local 
bar.  For  four  years  he  served  as  city  attorney  for 
Wharton. 

On  February  16,  1888,  Judge  Brown  married  Miss 
Nina  Warren  of  Brook  Haven,  Mississippi,  a  daughter 
of  Jesse  Warren,  circuit  clerk  of  Lincoln  county,  Mis- 
sissippi. Mrs.  Brown  died  in  1897.  Their  two  children 
were  Nellie  and  Alfred  P.,  both  of  wham  died  in  infancy. 
Judge  Brown  is  one  of  the  best  known  Masons  in  south 
Texas.  He  is  past  master  of  Wharton  Lodge,  No.  621, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  past  king  of  Wharton  Chapter,  E.  A.  M. ; 
belongs  to  Euthven  Commandery,  K.  T.,  at  Houston,  and 
is  past  district  deputy  master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Texas.  He  also  affiliates  with  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star  and  is  a  past  chancellor  commander  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  Among  his  fellow  veterans  he  has  a  popular 
place  and  at  the  present  time  is  serving  as  commander 
of  Buchel  Camp,  No.  228,  of  United  Confederate 
Veterans  at  Wharton.  Eeligiously  he  inclines  to  the 
Presbyterian  faith. 

Clem  Dyer  Myeks.  Eepresenting  the  younger  genera- 
tion of  business  enterprise  in  Fort  Bend  county,  Mr. 
Myers  is  proprietor  of  a  first  class  mercantile  establish- 
ment in  Ifichmond  and  besides  his  business  career  has 
also  been  prominent  in  the  public  life  of  this  county, 
having  served  two  terms  as  county  clerk.  He  belongs 
to  a  family  whose  members  have  been  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  the  development  of  Texas  since  pioneer 
times. 

He  was  born  in  Eichmond,  January  8,  1879,  and  is 
a  son  of  the  venerable  August  Myers,  who  for  many  years 
was  in  business  at  Eichmond  and  is  now  living  in  honor- 
able retirement  at  Eichmond.  August  ilyers  was  born 
in  Germany  and  came  alone  to  America  when  eight  years 
of  age.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  located  in  Fort 
Bend  county,  which  has  ever  since  been  his  home.  It 
was  given  to  him  to  accomplish  a  generous  success  in 
life  and  yet  it  is  said  that  he  never  failed  in  business 
and  that  from  first  to  last  his  word  was  as  good  as  his 
bond.  He  came  to  Texas  about  1842,  when  Texas  was 
still  a  Eepnblic,  and  has  lived  here  throughout  the  state- 
hood period.  It  has  been  his  privilege  to  know  Texas 
under  three  flags.  His  first  work  in  Fort  Bend  county 
was  as  manager  of  a  stock  ranch  and  he  subsequently 
got  into  the  general  mercantile  business,  which  he  con- 


tinued until  1905,  at  which  date  he  retired.  At  one  time 
he  was  given  official  honor  as  treasurer  of  Fort  Bend 
county.  When  the  Civil  war  came  on  he  enlisted  in  the 
cause  of  the  south  and  served  as  a  brave  and  eflScient 
Confederate  soldier. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  C.  D.  Myers  was 
Florence  Dyer,  a  daughter  of  Judge  C.  C.  Dyer,  her 
father  being  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  her  mother  a 
native  of  North  Carolina.  Judge  Dyer  was  a  son  of  a 
planter  and  slave  owner,  and  also  a  lawyer,  who  came 
to  Texas  and  settled  in  Fort  Bend  county  about  1826, 
only  four  or  five  years  after  the  first  Austin  colony  was 
planted  in  this  state.  His  daughter  Julia,  a  sister  of 
Florence,  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  white  female  born 
in  Fort  Bend  county,  among  the  American  settlers. 
Judge  C.  C.  Dyer  had  the  distinction  of  serving  as  one 
of  the  first  county  judges  of  Fort  Bend  county.  There 
were  four  children  in  the  family  of  August  Myers  and 
wife,  one  daughter,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Winston,  being  deceased, 
and  the  others  being  Leon  A.  and  J.  V. 

Mr.  Myers  in  1904-5  was  associated  with  his  father  in 
business  and  then  took  a  place  as  bookkeeper  for  J.  T. 
Dyer  for  one  year.  This  was  followed  by  his  election 
to  the  office  of  county  clerk  of  Fort  Bend  county,  in 
which  he  served  for  two  terms  or  four  years.  After 
the  expiration  of  his  official  term  he  bought  a  grocery 
business  and  has  continued  that  enterprise  ever  since, 
building  up  and  extending  the  trade  throughout  this 
section  of  the  county,  having  one  of  the  largest  stocks 
in  Eichmond. 

On  September  14,  1899,  Mr.  Myers  married  Miss 
Mattie  McElwee,  daughter  of  D.  C.  and  Mattie  (Foster) 
McElwee.  Her  grandfather,  Ean  Foster,  was  one  of  the 
very  earliest  pioneers  of  Texas.  The  four  children  born 
to  their  marriage  are  named  Florence,  Dorothy,  Clem 
D.  and  Eandolph  Foster.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  are 
members  of  the  Episcopal  church.  Besides  his  business 
Mr.  Myers  owns  a  nice  home  in  Eichmond  and  has  other 
property  interests. 

Judge  William  I.  McFarlane.  One  of  the  ablest 
men  in  the  public  life  of  Fort  Bend  county.  Judge 
McFarlane  is  now  administering  the  fiscal  affairs  of  this 
county  in  the  office  of  county  judge.  A  native  of  Fort 
Bend  county  and  having  been  identified  with  this  section 
practically  all  his  life,  .Judge  McFarlane  is  known 
to  the  entire  citizenship,  and  by  his  fine  record  as  a 
citizen  and  business  man  has  commended  himself  for 
promotion  to  the  larger  offices. 

William  I.  McFarlane  was  born  in  Eichmond  April 
10,  1869,  a  son  of  Isaac  McFarlane.  Isaac  McFarlane 
was  a  native  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  was  eight 
years  of  age  when  brought  to  America  by  his  father. 
The  paternal  grandfather  first  located  in  the  West 
Indies,  where  he  secured  some  valuable  estates  and  later 
went  on  with  his  family  to  Boston,  where  they  remained 
a  short  time  and  from  there  to  Eichmond,  Texas.  The 
grandfather  was  a  physician  during  his  career  in  Scot- 
land and  his  death  occurred  soon  after  locating  at 
Eichmond.  Isaac  McFarlane  continued  to  make  his 
home  in  this  town  after  the  death  of  his  father,  and 
when  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  east  his  fortunes  with 
the  South  and  went  to  the  front  as  a  member  of  Terry's 
famous  Texas  Eangers.  As  a  member  of  that  splendid 
body  of  cavalrymen  he  participated  in  many  of  the 
hardest  fought  engagements  of  the  war  and  made  a 
fine  record  as  a  soldier,  having  never  been  sick  or  in- 
capacitated and  never  absent  a  day  from  active  service. 
He  fought  at  Bowling  Green,  at  Charlevoix,  at  Murfrees- 
boro,  at  Perryville,  at  Chickamauga,  at  ^Missionary 
Eidge  and  Lookout  Mountain,  at  the  battle  around 
Atlanta  and  in  practically  every  engagement  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
the  war. 

After  his  gallant  service  as  a  soldier  Isaac  McFarlane 
returned   to   Eichmond   and   established   a   general   iner- 
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cantile  business,  which  he  continued  up  to  1S94.  He  then 
became  a  cotton  buyer  and  continued  in  that  work  until 
1899,  at  which  time  ill  health  forced  him  to  retire.  Two 
years  later  occurred  his  death,  and  he  was  esteemed  as 
one  of  the  finest  citizens  and  most  upright  business  man 
of  Fort  Bend  county.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Sarah  Highani,  who  was  born  in  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
and  she  and  her  mother  had  come  to  Texas  just  before 
the  war  and  located  at  Eichmond.  Mrs.  McFarlane  is 
still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Houston.  Of  her  nine 
children,  three  died  in  infancy  and  the  others,  except 
the  judge,  are  named  as  follows:  Lenn  E.  of  Houston, 
S.  E.  of  San  Antonio,  Mrs.  Stewart  Clark  of  Stanton, 
Illinois,  Mrs.  L.  C.  Perkins  of  Houston,  Mrs.  E.  E.  L. 
Wessendorf  of  Eichmond. 

Judge  McFarlane  received  his  early  education  at  St. 
Mary's  institute  in  San  Antonio  and  at  St.  Mary's 
at  Galveston,  completing  his  higher  education  at  Baylor 
University  in  Waco.  With  the  completion  of  this  liberal 
education  he  engaged  in  business  with  his  father  until 
1896,  at  which  time  began  his  career  as  a  public  official 
with  his  election  to  the  ofSce  of  tax-assessor.  He  re- 
mained in  the  oiBce  for  two  terms,  and  his  health  failing 
towards  the  end  he  retired  from  routine  business  for  a 
time  and  spent  much  of  his  time  on  the  outside,  looking 
after  the  various  business  interests  which  were  entrusted 
to  his  management.  In  1906  occurred  his  election  to  the 
office  of  tax-collector,  and  he  held  that  post  for  four 
years.  Prior  to  that  time  he  had  management  under  Cap- 
tain Bassett  as  tax  collector  for  four  years.  In  1912  came 
his  preferment  to  the  highest  and  most  important  distinc- 
tions in  coimty  official  honor  with  his  election  as  county 
judge,  there  being  no  opposition  after  his  nomination 
was  announced.  He  is  also  at  the  present  time  president 
of  the  Jay  Bord  Democratic  Association,  the  most  im- 
portant organization  in  the  county,  and  has  been  at  the 
head  of  this  civic  and  political  organization  for  five  years. 

In  1891  Judge  McFarlane  married  Miss  Fannie  Booth, 
of  Mississippi,  daughter  of  Eobert  Booth.  Mrs.  McFar- 
lane 's  father  died  in  ilississippi  and  her  mother  resides 
at  her  home  in  Eichmond.  Their  one  chUd  is  Clarence 
I.  McFarlane,  who  at  the  present  time  is  a  student  in  the 
University  of  Texas  at  Austin.  Judge  McFarlane  is  affili- 
ated ■with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  and  the  Ma- 
sonic Lodge,  and  is  one  of  the  popular  members  of  the 
society  and  all  classes  of  citizenship  in  this  county. 

Judge  McFarlane  is  a  man  of  striking  appearance,  has 
a  magnetic  personality,  and  on  the  performance  of  the 
past  has  a  large  promise  of  future  usefulness  in  the 
public  and  business  affairs  of  his  home  state.  He  con- 
trols one  of  the  fine  farms  in  the  county,  situated  just 
east  of  Eichmond,  and  among  his  other  valuable  prop- 
erty interests  is  a  handsome  new  residence  in  Eichmond, 
where  he  and  his  family  reside. 

Emil  Locke  is  familiarly  known  to  the  people  of  San 
Antonio  and  vicinity  as  one  of  the  large  land  dealers 
and  developers  in  this  part  of  the  state,  and  also  as  the 
general  manager  and  originator  of  the  Alamo  Heroes 
Association,  a  movement  that  was  organized  in  1913 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  magnificent  $2,000,000 
monument  to  the  heroes  of  the  Alamo  in  San  Antonio  on 
the  Alamo  battlefield.  The  Locke  family  is  one  of  the 
oldest  connected  with  the  Prince  Solms-Braunfels  col- 
ony, famous  in  the  German  history  of  Texas.  The 
parents  of  Emil  Locke  were  Otto  and  Johanna  (Schulze) 
Locke.  The  father  was  born  in  New  Braunfels  in  1859, 
and  there  he  has  passed  his  days.  He  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Maria  (Claussen)  Locke.  They  were  members  of 
the  famous  Solms-Braunfels  colony  who  arrived  at  and 
settled  the  town  of  New  Braunfels  in  1S4.5,  and  they 
passed  their  remaining  days  in  that  community,  both 
having  lived  to  a  fine  old  age. 

Otto  Locke,  who  still  lives  in  the  house  in  which 
he  was  born,  is  one  of  the  wealthy  land  owners  of  the 
region    and    has    extensive    property    interests    in    New 


Braunfels  and  Comal  county.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  Emil  Locke  was  Karl  Schulze,  also  a  New 
Braunfels  colonist,  who  arrived  here  from  Germany  in 
1846  and  who  has  spent  all  his  life  in  this  place.  He, 
it  is  said,  established  the  first  brick  yard  in  New 
Braunfels,  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  and  pros- 
perous men  of  the  colony. 

Emil  Locke  was  born  in  New  Braunfels,  Texas,  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1882,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  locality.  He  was  still  young  in 
years  when  he  engaged  in  business  enterprises  on  his 
own  account.  He  was  in  business  for  some  time  in 
the  City  of  Mexico,  also  in  Karnes  county,  Texas.  In 
1907  he  came  to  San  Antonio,  which  city  has  since  rep- 
resented his  home  and  the  city  of  his  'principal  activ- 
ities. One  of  the  greatest  pieces  of  work  with  which 
he  has  been  identified  is  that  of  an  irrigation  project 
that  will  reclaim  more  than  fifty  thousand  acres  of 
semi-arid  land  located  within  a  few  hours  ride  of  the 
city  of  San  Antonio.  The  plans  call  for  two  dams,  one 
across  the  Cibolo  creek,  three  miles  distant  from  the 
town  of  Bracken,  and  the  other  over  the  Dry  Comal  at  a 
point  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  town  of  Corbyn. 
The  project  at  this  time  is  being  held  in  abeyance  tem- 
porarily on  account  of  numerous  land  suits  against 
the  Medina  Valley  Irrigation  Company,  but  that  the 
project  will  eventually  be  carried  out  is  the  determina- 
tion of  Mr.   Locke  and  his  associates. 

Another  of  the  activities  with  which  he  has  identified 
himself  is  the  Alamo  Heroes  Monument  Association,  the 
same  having  been  organized  by  him  in  1913  for  the 
purpose  of  bulding  a  monument  to  the  heroes  of  the 
Alamo.  Mr.  Locke,  the  orginator  of  the  project,  planned 
all  the  details  of  the  extensive  state-wide  scheme  for 
financing  the  project,  and  at  the  present  time  is  actively 
engaged  in  the  management  of  the  enterprise.  The 
monument  is  to  be  an  immense  affair,  some  eight 
hundred  feet  higfh,  and  will  be  erected  on  the  Alamo 
Plaza  in  San  Antonio,  at  a  cost  of  $2,000,000.  Mr. 
Locke  has  proven  himself  a  true  son  of  Texas,  and  one 
who  is  concerned  in  developing  the  natural  resources 
of  the  state,  as  well  as  in  perpetuating  the  memory  of 
historical   events   of  note. 

In  1903  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ora  May  Layton, 
who  was  born  in  HaUettsville,  Texas. 

Eight  Eev.  N.  A.  Gallagher.  For  more  than  thirty 
years  bishop  of  Galveston,  a  diocese  which  during  the 
first  eight  or  nine  years  comprehended  the  vast  area  of 
the  state  of  Texas,  the  Eight  Eev.  Bishop  Gallagher  is  not 
only  eminent  as  a  churchman  and  administrator  of  a 
great  religious  organization ;  he  has  been  for  years  an 
energizing  force  working  for  civic  and  social  better- 
ment through  all  the  populous  region  over  which  his 
episcopal  supervision  extends.  To  the  observer  and 
student  of  men,  Bishop  Gallagher  appears  as  one  in  whom 
are  combined  in  excellent  proportion  the  qualities  most 
needed  for  his  complex  office.  He  is  the  broad  minded 
man  of  action,  a  forceful  executive,  a  scholarly  judge 
of  the  world  and  its  affairs.  His  life  for  forty-five  years 
has  been  devoted  to  his  church  and  humanity,  and  from 
parish  priest  to  bishop  his  record  has  been  one  of 
unremitting  work  and  service.  Not  alone  the  members 
of  hts  church,  but  citizens  of  all  classes  speak  with 
affection  of  the  good  bishop  who  for  so  many  years  has 
had  his  home  at  St.  Mary's  Cathedral  and  has  lent  his 
influence  and  energy  to  sustaining  the  city  in  its  crises 
and  promoting  its  welfare  in  its  years  of  prosperity. 

Nicholas  Aloysius  Gallagher  was  born  in  Temperance- 
ville,  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  February  19,  1846.  His 
parents  were  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Brinton)  Gallagher. 
The  grandfather  was  Edward  Gallagher  of  County  West- 
meath,  Ireland,  who  was  identified  with  the  revolutionary 
party  of  1798,  and  had  to  seek  refuge  in  America.  He 
lived  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  son, 
John    Gallagher,   was  born,   grew   up   to   the   career   of 
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farmer,  aud  afterwards  moved  to  Ohio,  locating  first  in 
tliat  portion  of  Guernsey  county,  wliicli  afterward  be- 
came Noble  county,  and  finally  in  Belmont  county,  but 
in  1856  returned  to  Noble  county,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1S66.  Mary  Ann  Brinton  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  Noble  county  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  .years.  Both  were  industrious  farming  people, 
were  good"  Catholics  and  active  both  in  the  word  and 
practice  of  their  religion. 

During  the  first  ten  years  of  his  life,  Bishop  Gallagher 
lived  in  Belmont  county,  and  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Temperanceville.  When  the  father  returned  to  Noble 
county  he  was  placed  under  the  care  of  Rev.  Father 
Jacquet,  who  lived  on  property  given  to  the  church  by 
Edward  Gallagher.  Under  that  tutor  he  studied  Eng- 
lish, grammar,  -Latin  and  Greek,  and  the  ordinary  school 
branches  until  ISG'2.  Then,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he 
began  his  active  preparation  for  the  priesthood,  entering 
Jdount  St.  Mary's  of  the  West  at  Cincinnati,  where  he 
pursued  the  regular  seminary  course,  including  studies  in 
Latin  and  Greek,  higher  mathematics,  phDosophy,  and 
theology  and  English  literature.  He  completed  his  course 
at  the  Seminary  in  1868.  Already  he  had  received  the 
tonsure  and  the  minor  orders  from  Archbishop  Purcell. 
In  1868,  when  the  diocese  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  formed 
from  the  archdiocese  of  Cincinnati,  with  Eight  Eev. 
Sylvester  Horton  Eosecrans  as  first  bishop.  Father  Gal- 
lagher was  the  first  priest  to  be  ordained  by  the  new 
bishop,  the  ceremony  taking  place  in  the  Holy  Cross 
Church  at  Columbus  on  Christmas  Day  of  1868.  For  a 
Bumber  of  years  he  served  as  a  priest  of  the  Columbus 
diocese.  From  1868  to  1871  he  was  assistant  to  St. 
Patrick's  church  in  Columbus,  and  in  the  latter  year  was 
appointed  president  of  the  St.  Aloysius  Seminary  of 
Columbus,  an  institution  which  had  been  established  by 
Bishop  Eosecrans  for  the  education  of  the  priests  of  the 
diocese.  In  1876  he  returned  to  St.  Patrick's  church  as 
pastor.  The  death  of  Bishop  Eosecrans  in-  October, 
1878,  was  followed  by  the  appointment  of  Father  Gal- 
lagher by  Archbishop  Purcell  as  administrator  of  the 
vacant  diocese,  that  appointment  being  confirmed  from 
Eome.  He  discharged  the  duties  of  this  office  with  rare 
prudence,  energy  and  ability.  On  the  appointment  in 
August,  1880,  of  the  Et.  Eev.  John  Waterson  as  bishop 
of  Columbus,  Father  Gallagher  returned  to  the  pastorate 
of  St.  Patrick's  church,  but  at  the  same  time  was  given 
the  appointment  of  vicar  general  of  the  diocese  by  the 
new  bishop. 

The  predecessor  of  Bishop  Gallagher  at  Galveston  was 
Eev.  C.  M.  DuBois,  who  after  many  years  of  devoted 
service  in  his  post  as  Bishop  of  Galveston,  resigned  in 
1881.  On  October  19,  1881,  Father  Gallagher  was 
appointed  Titular  Bishop  of  Canopus,  and  Administrator 
of  the  Diocese  of  Galveston.  The  brief  for  this  appoint- 
ment was  dated  Januarv  10,  1882,  and  he  was  consecrated 
in  office  April  30,  1882,  by  Bishop  Edward  Fitzgerald 
of  Little  Eock,  Arkansas,  in  the  St.  Mary 's  Cathedral  at 
Galveston.  Bishop  Fitzgerald  had  previously  been  a 
pastor  of  St.  Patrick's  church  in  Columbus.  The  diocese 
of  Galveston  as  constituted  at  the  time  Bishop  Gallagher 
took  charge  was  a  vast  and  unwieldly  territory,  extend- 
ing almost  a  thousand  miles  north  and  several  hundred 
miles  west  of  the  Cathedral  city.  With  the  increase  of 
population,  the  duties  of  the  episcopal  office  became  in- 
creasingly onerous,  and  at  Bishop  Gallagher's  request  in 
1890,  the  diocese  was  divided  and  two-thirds  of  the 
original  territory  was  constituted  as  the  diocese  of 
Dallas,  where  the  bishop  of  that  diocese  has  since 
resided. 

On  December  16,  1892,  the  title  as  well  as  the  office  of 
Bishop  of  Galveston  was  liestowed  on  him.  For  thirty- 
two  years  Bishop  Gallagher  has  remained  at  the  head 
of  the  churches  of  this  diocese,  his  spiritual  supervision 
extending  over  a  territory  forty-three  thousand  square 
miles  in  extent.  In  the  original  diocese,  when  he  came 
to  Galveston  in  1882,  the  Catholic  population  was  about 


thirty-five  thousand.  In  1900,  nine  years  after  the 
separation  of  the  Dallas  diocese,  there  were  about  thirty 
thousand  communicants  in  the  Galveston  area,  and  at  the 
present  time  it  is  estimated  that  the  Galveston  diocese 
has  a  Catholic  population  of  about  sixty-five  thousand. 

EiCHABD  J.  Owen.  For  more  than  twenty  years  a 
resident  of  El  Paso,  Mr.  Owen  is  one  of  the  foremost 
representatives  of  the  profession  of  civil  engineering 
in  the  southwest.  His  services  have  been  retained  on 
many  large  projects,  aud  capitalists  aud  promoters 
of  large  constructive  enterprise  throughout  this  part 
of  the  country  have  come  to  regard  him  as  one  of  the 
best  authorities  on  all  matters  pertaining  to  general 
engineering. 

Eichard  J.  Owen,  who  has  won  his  various  promotions 
on  his  individual  merit  and  by  actual  achievements, 
was  born  in  Shelbyville,  Kentucky,  January  13,  1865, 
a  son  of  David  and  Matilda  Owen.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  in.  the  public  schools  of  Kentucky,  and  after 
leaving  high  school  he  took  four  years  work  in  the 
Kentucky  Military  Institute  at  Frankfort,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  1882.  From  1882  to  1886  he  was  as- 
sistant professor  of  mathematics  in  the  Kentucky  Mil- 
itary Institute.  His  proficiency  in  mathematical  and 
physical  sciences  had  manifested  itself  early  in  his 
school  career  and  it  was  along  the  lines  of  achievements 
marked  out  by  this  faculty  that  his  career  has  pro- 
gressed. From  Frankfort,  after  his  career  as  teacher,  he 
spent  two  years  as  a  practical  civil  engineer,  and  then 
came  to  Texas.  Between  his  earlier  school  days  and  his 
college  education,  he  earned  money  to  advance  himself 
by  employment  in  a  store  in  Kentucky.  While  in  col- 
lege he  was  a  member  of  the  Signa  Alpha  Epsilom 
Fi-aternity  Chi  Chapter  and  also  an  active  member  of 
the  Philomathean  college  literary  and  debating  society. 

Early  in  the  year  1888  Mr.  Owen  came  to  'Texas  and 
for  two  j'ears  was  teacher  of  mathematics  of  Belle  Plains 
College,  in  Callahan  county.  In  1890  he  located  in  El 
Paso  and  has  practiced  his  profession  there  ever  since. 
The  only  exception  to  this  cdntinucd  residence  in  El 
Paso  was  four  years,  durini,r  which  he  was  superin- 
tendent for  the  Pullman  Company  at  ilexico  City.  Dur- 
ing his  many  years  residence  in  El  Paso  he  has  travelled 
extensively  and  his  services  have  been  called  for  on 
numerous  projects  at  a  distance,  including  a  number  of 
large  irrigations,  railroads  and  other  undertakings  both 
in  the  southwest  United  States  and  in  Mexico.  One  of 
the  largest  enterprises  with  which  he  has  been  associated 
was  located  in  Mexico,  and  was  a  project  for  the  ir- 
rigation of  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred 
thousand  acres  or  more.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the 
survey  of  the  disputed  river  boundary  between  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  being  upon  the  Texas  side  in  the 
dispute. 

Mr.  Owen  on  January  20,  1902,  at  El  Paso  married 
Miss  Lita  M.  Eaton,  a  daughter  of  Col.  E.  W.  Eaton, 
of  Socorro,  New  Mexico.  He  and  his  wife  attend  the 
Methodist  church,  which  is  their  preference  among  the 
various  denominations.  In  politics  Mr.  Owen  is  a  Demo- 
crat, interested  as  a  voter  in  good  government,  but  not 
active  in  party  affairs.  For  recreation  he  is  fond  of 
hunting,  and  the  more  aesthetic  accomplishment  in 
music  and  theatres  and  the  books  of  his  home  library. 
His  private  reading  aside  from  that  in  his  own  pro- 
fession is  directed  usually  along  historical  lines,  and  he 
has  a  well  selected  library  to  supply  him  with  oppor- 
tunities for  indulging  his  taste  in  general  literature. 
Mr.  Owen  is  a  loyal  citizen  of  west  Texas,  a  thorough 
believer  in  its  opportunities  and  resources,  and  is  one 
of  the  local  citizens  whose  judgment  is  based  upon 
long  and  thorough  experience  and  whose  opinions  con- 
cerning the  country  in  any  respect  would  be  thoroughly 
reliable.  Mr.  Owen  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
American  Engineers.     At  two  different  times  he  served 
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in   the  Kentucky  State  Guards,   once  with  the  rank  of 
captain,  and  once  as  major. 

Brown  Brothers.  An  important  acquisition  to  the 
financial  interests  of  the  state  of  Texas  generally,  and 
of  the  city  of  Austin  particularly,  is  exemplified  in  the 
enterprise  of  Brown  Brothers,  a  firm  which  has  been  in 
successful  operation  here  since  1883.  The  firm  has  at 
its  command  immense  sums  of  money  which  it  is  pre- 
pared to  loan  to  borrowers,  simply  to  earn  interest 
for  the  corporations  which  it  represents,  these  latter 
being:  The  Scottish  American  Mortgage  Company,  Lim- 
ited, of  Edinburgh,  Scotland;  and  the  American  Mort- 
gage Company,  Limited,  of  Edinburgh.  The  concern 
invests  annually  a  half  to  one  million  of  dollars  in  farm 
loans  and  has  at  present  over  three  millions  of  dollars 
in  mortgages  on  farms  and  city  real  estate. 

At  the  time  that  this  firm  was  organized,  state  laws 
regarding  land  titles  were  not  well  defined,  and  the 
firm  of  Brown  Brothers  has  done  more  than  any  other 
firm  in  Texas  towards  getting  the  passage  of  proper  leg- 
islation put  through  the  Legislature  in  the  protection 
of  these  titles.  This  is  one  of  the  two  distinct  services 
rendered  by  the  company  to  the  state,  the  other  being 
the  bringing  here  from  Scotland  and  England  of  im- 
mense sums  of  money  for  the  development  of  wild 
Lone  Star  land.  B.  L.  Brown,  ,the  former  directing 
head  of  the  firm,  died  in  November,  1910,  and  since  that 
time  E.  L.  Slaughter  has  been  the  executive  director  of 
the  concern. 

E.  L.  Brown  practiced  law  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  be- 
fore coming  to  the  United  States,  having  been  educated 
in  private  schools  and  later  graduating  from  Oxendean 
House,  Berwickshire,  Scotland.  He  was  married  in  his 
native  land  to  a  daughter  of  Colonel  Lamb,  of  the 
British  Army,  and  his  widow  is  still  living  in  Austin. 
They  had  no  children. 

J.  Gordon  Brown  was  born  in  Scotland,  where  he  was 
educated  in  Willfield  House,  Berwickshire,  and  on  com- 
ing to  the  United  States  located  in  Galveston,  Texas, 
where  he  was  for  some  years  engaged  in  the  cotton 
business  before  he  and  his  brother,  E.  L.  Brown,  or- 
ganized the  firm  of  Brown  Brothers,  of  which  he  is 
still  a  member.     Mr.  Brown  is  unmarried. 

E.  L.  Slaughter  was  born  in  Travis  county,  Texas, 
in  1872,  and  is  a  son  of  Capt.  A.  B.  and  Anna  (Eanea) 
Slaughter,  natives  of  Virginia,  the  latter  of  whom  still 
survives  and  is  a  resident  of  Travis  county,  Texas.  Dur- 
ing the  war  between  the  South  and  the  North,  the  father 
served  as  a  captain  in  the  army,  and  saw  active  fighting 
throughout  that  struggle.  E.  L.  Slaughter  received  his 
early  educational  training  in  the  public  schools  of  Travis 
county,  Texas,  following  which  he  took  his  academic 
course  in  Southwestern  University,  Georgetown,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1894.  His  law 
studies  were  pursued  in  the  University  of  Texas,  and  his 
degree  was  secured  in  1907.  He  has  since  been  con- 
nected with  the  firm  of  Brown  Brothers,  and  is  widely 
known  in  business,  realty  and  financial  circles  through- 
out the  state.  He  was  married  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in 
December,  1912,  to  Miss  Helen  Boling,  daughter  of 
Charles  F.  Roling,  a  civil  service  oflScial.  They  are 
consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
South. 

Thomas  Dudley  Wooten,  M.  D.  The  late  Dr. 
Thomas  Dudley  Wooten  has  a  remarkably  useful  and 
commendable  career  in  his  profession,  and  those  years 
that  were  passed  in  devotion  to  his  work  in  Austin 
added  much  to  his  already  wide  promineuce  as  a  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  of  unusual  skill  and  accomplishments. 
His  history  is  one  of  unusual  interest  and  there  attaches 
to  it  much  of  importance  because  of  the  position  in  the 
medical  profession  to  which  his  sons  have  attained  in 
the   years  they   have   thus   far   devoted   to   their   chosen 


work,  concerning  whom  some  brief  mention  will  appear 
in  later  paragraphs. 

Thomas  Dudley  Wooten,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Barren 
county,  Kentucky,  March  6,  1829,  of  Virginia  parents, 
who  moved  from  that  state  in  the  early  days  of  Ken- 
tucky 's  settlement  in  the  southern  part.  Joseph  Wooten, 
his  father,  acquired  extensive  land  interests  in  Kentucky 
after  his  removal  there  and  established  a  large  planta- 
tion which  made  him  a  wealthy  and  prominent  man  in 
his  section  of  the  state.  His  son,  Thomas  Dudley,  was 
the  youngest  but  one  of  a  family  that  included  several 
sons,  and  when  he  died,  Thomas  Dudley  Wooten,  then 
fifteen  years  of  age,  found  himself  virtually  the  master 
of  the  farm  and  the  slaves.  The  boy  grappled  suc- 
cessfully with  the  task  he  saw  before  him  and  he  was 
successful  in  the  work,  discharging  the  duties  of  pro- 
prietor of  several  years,  and  in  the  meantime  gaining 
such  education  as  his  spare  time  permitted  him  to  ac- 
quire in  the  country  schools,  and  devoting  his  evenings 
to  diligent  study. 

Nearing  his  majority,  young  Wooten  began  the  study 
of  medicine,  and  after  a  year's  reading  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  George  Eogers  in  the  town  of  Glasgow,  he  entered 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Louisville, 
in  the  fall  of  1851.  At  that  time  that  institution  was 
second  to  none  in  the  Union  in  the  efiicieney  of  its  med- 
ical faculty,  numbering  among  its  professors  such  men 
as  the  elders  Flint,  Gross,  Yandell,  Drake,  Caldwell, 
Silliman  and  Miller.  Before  completing  his  medical 
course  he  was  married  to  Miss  Henriette  C.  Goodall, 
a  daughter  of  Dr.  Turner  Goodall,  a  successful  practi- 
tioner of  Tompkinsville,  Monroe  county,  Kentucky. 

In  the  spring  of  1853  he  was  graduated  and  entered 
straightway  into  active  practice  at  Tompkinsville,  Ken- 
tucky, but  removing  in  1856  to  Springfield,  in  south- 
eastern Missouri,  where  for  the  first  year  he  was  en- 
gaged in  building  and  improving  a  home  and  estab- 
lishing a  farm  near  the  young  and  growing  city.  This 
accomplished,  he  at  once  resumed  his  professional  life 
and  he  was  soon  established  in  a  lucrative  and  con- 
stantly growing  practice.  Although  then,  as  afterwards, 
he  pursued  the  practice  of  his  chosen  science  in  all  its 
branches,  and  set  up  no  claims  as  a  specialist,  from  the 
first  his  marked  success  and  skill  in  surgery,  gynecology 
and  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  eye,  rendered  his  repu- 
tation in  those  special  directions  a  matter  of  special  com- 
ment and  approval. 

When  the  war  began  Dr.  Wooten  had  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  a  comfortable  fortune  and  a  successful  career, 
which  were  swept  away  by  the  progress  of  the  four 
years  of  war.  In  June,  1861,  the  Doctor  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  the  regiment  of  Col.  Eichard  Campbell.  Upon 
the  organization  of  the  Confederate  forces  in  south- 
western Missouri  a  little  later,  he  was  made  surgeon 
of  Foster's  Eegiment,  known  as  the  Second  Eegiment, 
Seventh  Division,  Missouri  State  Troops,  in  command  of 
General  McBride.  After  the  battle  of  Oak  Hills.  Wil- 
son's Creek,  August  10.  1861,  he  was  appointed  chief 
surgeon  of  McBride 's  Division.  Following  the  battle 
of  Pea  Eidge  he  was  appointed  Surgeon  General  of  all 
the  Missouri  forces,  vice  Dr.  Snodgrass,  resigned.  When 
the  Missouri  army  was  turned  over  to  the  Confederacy, 
and,  together  with  the  Arkansas  troops,  formed  into  the 
First  Army  Corps  of  the  West,  he  was  chosen  by  the 
medical  staff  of  the  army  for  the  post  of  Medical  Di- 
rector of  the  Corps,  with  staff  rank  as  Major,  General 
Sterling  Price  commanding. 

Upon  the  transfer  of  this  command  to  the  east  of 
Mississippi  river,  and  after  the  battle  of  Farmington, 
General  Price  was  placed  in  command  of  the  District 
of  Tennessee,  embrrtcing  the  states  of  Tennessee,  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana,  and  part  of  Alabama,  and  Dr.  Wooten 
was  made  Medical  Director  of  the  district.  At  that  time 
the  field  and  hospital  service  being  consolidated  and 
there  being  some  15,000  wounded  and  sick  in  the  hos- 
pital, and  continual  engagements  in  the  field,  the  labor 
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of  the  chief  medical  officer  was  immense,  and  required 
exercise  of  the  greatest  vigilance,  firmness  and  skill,  all 
of  which  qualities  were  displayed  abundantly  and  satis- 
factorily by  Dr.  Wooten.  When  General  Price  was  again 
ordered  to  the  west  and  placed  in  command  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Arkansas,  Dr.  Wooten  retained  his  position  on 
his  staff  and  served  as  medical  director  of  that  district 
to  the  end  of  the  war,  being  for  a  time  on  the  staff  of 
General  Magruder,  during  the  last  raid  of  General 
Price  into  Missouri. 

Dr.  Wooten  's  rapid  rise  and  sustained  success  in  the 
army  was  somewhat  remarkable.  Only  thirty  years  old 
at  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  with  but  four  years  of 
residence  in  Missouri,  wdth  no  previous  military  experi- 
ence, no  practical  prestige  or  professional  affiliations, 
he  enlisted  as  a  private,  and  after  a  few  months,  in 
competition  with  some  of  the  most  eminent  and  influ- 
ential medical  men  of  St.  Louis  and  the  west,  he  arose 
to  the  highest  medical  rank  in  the  service  of  the  state, 
and  to  the  medical  directorship  of  the  western  Army 
Corps,  retaining  to  the  close  his  position  on  the  staff 
and  his  place  in  the  confidence  and  affection  of  Mis- 
souri's devoted  old  warrior  and  chieftain. 

At  the  end  of  the  war,  completely  ruined  in  fortune, 
he  settled  in  Paris,  Texas,  though  urged  by  friends  to 
locate  in  some  of  the  larger  cities  of  the  south.  He 
very  soon  built  up  a  very  large  practice.  Still  main- 
taining his  early  aptitude  and  skill  in  the  direction  above 
referred  to,  and  reinforced  by  a  four  years'  experience 
in  the  active  and  stirring  emergencies  of  the  field  and 
hospital,  his  success  in  all  the  more  difficult  tasks  of 
surgery  and  general  practice  fully  sustained  in -civil  life 
the  reputation  won  in  military  circles.  During  the  ten 
years  he  remained  in  Paris,  besides  a  large  local  prac- 
tice, he  drew  patients  from  a  large  part  of  northern 
and  eastern  Texas,  and  from  Arkansas,  Louisiana  and 
Indian  Territory. 

In  January,  1876,  Dr.  Wooten  came  to  Austin,  and 
here  he  spent  his  remaining  years  of  activity,  main- 
taining the  same  reputation  for  skill  that  has  made 
his  career  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  Medical  Pro- 
fession of  the  state,  requiring  no  detailed  mention. 

When  the  University  of  Texas  was  finally  inaugurated 
in  1881,  Dr.  Wooten  was  appointed  by  Governor  Roberts 
one  of  the  first  regents  of  that  institution,  to  which 
position  he  was  reappointed  by  Governor  Ireland.  He 
was  from  the  first  a  most  active  and  earnest  friend 
of  the  university,  and  always  labored  for  its  successful 
and  efficient  establishment  with  a  zeal  and  fidelity 
that  never  faltered.  Being  the  only  member  of  the 
regency  who  was  resident  at  the  state  capitol,  the 
greater  part  of  the  incessant  vigilance  and  labor  re- 
quired to  properly  administer  the  affairs  of  the  institu- 
tion fell  on  his  shoulders  during  the  years  of  his  in- 
cumbency on  the  Board  of  Regents. 

In  January,  1885,  Dr.  Ashbell  Smith,  President  of  the 
Board,  having  died  in  the  previous  autumn,  Dr.  Wooten 
was  unanimously  elected  president  of  the  Board  of 
Regents  of  the  University  of  Texas,  and  it  may  be  safely 
said  that  to  him,  more  than  to  any  other  one  man,  the 
University  of  Texas  owes  its  present  existence  and  pros- 
perity. Dr.  Wooten  died  on  August  1,  1906,  at  Eureka 
Springs,   Arkansas. 

The  sons  of  this  well  known  Texas  physician  and 
surgeon,  Dr.  Joe  S.  and  Dr.  Goodall  H.  Wooten,  still 
continue  the  work  of  their  father  under  the  name  of 
T.  D.  Wooten 's  Sons.  Another  son,  Dudley  G.  Wooten, 
is  at  present  located  in  Seattle,  Washington,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law.  He  is  the  author  of 
two  Histories  of  Texas,  and  was  a  contributor  to 
southern  literature  to  a  great  extent.  He  was  a  repre- 
sentative in  Congress  for  two  terms  and  likewise  was  in 
the  Texas  State  Legislature  from  Dallas,  Texas,  for 
three  terms.  Mr.  Wooten  is  a  man  of  exceptional  edu- 
cation  and   has   the   degrees   of   M.   A.   from   Princeton 


University,  Ph.  D.  from  Johns  Hopkins,  and  is  a  grad- 
uate in  law  from  the  law  university  of  Virginia. 

Dr.  Goodall  H.  Wooten  took  his  M.  A.  degree  from 
the  University  of  Texas  and  Dr.  Joe  Wooten  was 
awarded  his  B.  S.  degree  from  the  same  institution.  Both 
were  graduated  in  the  same  class  from  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Columbian  University,  New 
York,  and  both  took  post  graduate  courses  in  prominent 
hospital  clinics  of  New  York  City.  In  1895  the  two 
young  men  began  practice  in  Austin,  in  association  with 
their  father,  and  when  he  passed  away  they  continued 
the  work  under  the  firm  style  previously  recorded. 

Dr.  Joe  Wooten  was  married  on  April  21,  1897,  to 
Miss  Blossom  Greenwood,  a  daughter  of  Col.  T.  B. 
Greenwoods,  of  Palestine,  Texas.  She  was  a  student 
in  the  University  of  Texas  and  a  graduate  of  that  in- 
stitution. They  have  two  children, — Greenwood  and 
Blossom  G.  Wooten. 

Dr.  Goodall  Wooten  married  in  1899,  Miss  Ella  New- 
some  of  McKinney,  Texas,  becoming  his  wife.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  W.  B.  Newsome,  a  banker  and  wealthy 
planter.  Their  children  are  Thomas  Dudley,  Jr.,  and 
Lucy. 

Both  brothers  are  members  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity. Dr.  Joe  has  affiliations  with  Austin  Lodge,  No. 
12,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  Knights  Templar  and  Ben  Ilur 
Temple  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Red  Men  and  of  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles,  while  his  brother's  Masonic  relations  are 
confined  to  the  Austin  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He,  too, 
is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Eagles. 

James  W.  McClendon.  The  name  McClendon  has  as- 
sociations with  two  different  fields  of  service  in  Texas. 
The  mother  of  the  Austin  lawyer  above  named  was 
twenty-two  years  in  the  active  missionary  work,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Woman 's  Board  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South,  among  the  poor  Mexican  popu- 
lation chiefly  along  the  Rio  Grande  border.  Her  per- 
sonality and  service  are  well  known  by  all  familiar  with 
this  branch  of  philanthropic  effort.  In  the  profession 
of  law  her  son  is  one  of  the  ablest  men  at  the  state 
capitol,  is  still  a  young  man  and  continued  prominence 
and  achievement  may  be  expected  of  his  career  for 
many  years  to  come. 

Now  a  member  of  the  firm  Fiset,  McClendon  &  Shel- 
ley, attorneys,  in  the  Littlefield  building,  James  W. 
McClendon  was  born  at  West  Point,  Georgia,  November 
1,  1873,  a  son  of  James  W.  and  Annie  E.  (Thompson) 
McClendon.  The  McClendons  are  of  Scotch  stock,  while 
the  Thoni|.soii  f.miily  was  of  mingled  English  and  Welsh 
ancestry.  .I:iiii<'^  W.  Afi-Clendon,  Sr.,  was  a  merchant  at 
West  Pniiit.  I  ii'.ii  L:i;i.  -served  as  mayor  of  the  city  and 
lived  thpii'  until  liis  , loath  in  1882."  Owing  to  the  con- 
dition of  Iiis  licalth  he  was  unable  to  take  active  service 
as  a  soldier  during  the  Civil  war,  but  at  his  own  ex- 
pense maintained  a  private  commissary  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Confederate  government. 

Mrs.  Annie  E.  McClendon,  whose  unselfish  devotion 
to  welfare  work  in  southern  Texas  has  been  mentioned, 
is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  A.  C.  C.  Thompson.  He  was  a  phy- 
sician of  high  standing  and  education  in  Georgia,  was 
a  gifted  linguist,  speaking  seven  different  languages 
and  throughout  the  Civil  war  was  surgeon  with  the 
Third  Georgia  regiment.  His  home  was  at  Trwinton, 
Georgia,  on  the  direct  line  of  Sherman 's  march  to  the 
sea.  His  daughter  Annie,  who  was  at  home  at  the  time, 
endured  the  hardships  and  discomforts  of  those  who  were 
forced  to  be  an  unwilling  witness  of  Sherman  's  bummers 
and  their  devastating  work  through  the  center  of  the 
southern  states.  In  1889,  some  years  after  the  death 
of  her  husband,  Mrs.  McClendon  entered  mission  work 
under  the  Woman's  Board  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South.  Until  1911  she  was  a  missionary  on  the 
Mexican  border,  though  for  two  years  she  was  located 
at    Guadalajara,   Mexico.      At   Laredo,   Texas,   and   also 
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at  New  Laredo,  across  the  river  in  Mexieo, 
sehool  was  conducted  under  her  management,  and  be- 
sides her  work  in  instructing  she  devoted  herself  untir- 
ingly to  looking  after  the  social  and  economic  welfare  of 
the  poorer  classes  of  Mexicans  in  her  vicinity.  After 
twenty-two  years  in  this  active  benevolence,  she  retired 
in  1911  on  account  of  age  and  health,  and  now  in  her 
sixty-ninth  year  is  on  the  retired  list  of  the  Woman's 
Board  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South.  While 
busy  with  her  practical  duties,  she  also  found  time  to 
write  and  contribute  to  the  publications  of  her  church 
many  articles  descriptive  of  the  social  conditions  in  the 
districts  where  her  lot  was  cast. 

James  W.  McClendon,  Jr.,  who  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Georgia  and  lived  there  until  he'  was 
sixteen  years  of  age,  came  to  Texas  in  1889  and  entered 
the  University  of  Texas,  from  which  he  received  his 
BacheloT.'s  degree  in  1895,  and  graduated  from  the  law 
department  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.,  in  1897.  Taking 
up  practice  at  Austin,  he  was  associated  with  the  firm 
of  Fiset  &  Miller  from  1897  to  1902.  The  firm  name 
then  became  Fiset,  MiUer  &  McClendon,  a  relationship 
which  continued  until  1904,  when  another  change  oc- 
curred and  Fiset  &  McClendon  continued  partnership 
until  1913.  In  the  latter  year  George  E.  Shelley  was 
admitted,  making  the  firm  as  above  stated,  Fiset,  Mc- 
Clendon &  Shelley. 

While  he  has  a  large  private  practice,  Mr.  McClendon 
is  also  devoted  to  the  broader  interests  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession, and  served  as  president  of  the  Travis  County 
Bar  Association  during  1912-13,  is  a  member  of  the 
Judiciary  Eeform  Committee  of  the  Texas  State  Bar 
Association,  and  a  member  of  the  Local  Council  for 
Texas  of  the  American  Bar  Association.  He  is  also 
prominent  in  JIasonry,  being  aflSliated  with  Hill  City 
Lodge  No.  456,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Austin;  Philip  C. 
Tucker  Chapter  No.  1,  Rose  Croix,  Fidelity  Lodge  of 
Protection  No.  4,  and  Galveston  Consistory  No.  1,  thirty- 
second  degree,  of  the  Scottish  Eite.  He  belongs  to  the 
Texas  Eho  Chapter  of  the  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  College 
fraternity.    His  church  is  the  Methodist  Episcopal  South. 

On  December  14,  1904,  Mr.  McClendon  married  Miss 
Annie  Hale  Watt,  a  daughter  of  W.  T.  Watt  of  Waco, 
Texas.  Her  father  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  during 
the  war  between  the  states  and  saw  service  in  the  Confed- 
erate navy,  and  after  the  close  of  the  war  came  to 
Texas  and  became  a  planter  and  merchant  near  Hearne, 
and  is  now  president  of  the  Provident  National  Bank  of 
Waco.  Mr.  McClendon  and  wife  have  two  children: 
Mary  Anne  and  Elizabeth.  Their  home  is  at  1600 
Pearl  street. 

James  Grah.\m  McNary.  Banker,  lumber  manufac- 
turer, and  director  and  stockholder  in  half  a  dozen  of  the 
largest  and  best  known  corporations  of  El  Paso,  Mr. 
McNary  is  a  young  man  with  a 
business  achievements.     Thirty-fiv 

used  his  brief  active  lifetime  to  exceptional  purpose, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  most  influential  leaders  in  El 
Paso's  commercial  life. 

James  Graham  McNary  was  born  at  Bloomington, 
Indiana,  August  24,  1877.  He  was  fifth  in  a  family  of 
seven  children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  whose 
parents  were  William  P.  and  Elizabeth  (Graham)  Mc- 
Nary. His  father,  who  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  September  16,  1839,  has  been  throughout 
the  greater  portion  of  his  active  career  a  minister  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church,  being  still  actively  iden- 
tified with  his  work,  although  at  the  age  of  seventy-four, 
and  now  residing  on  a  model  farm  in  Loveland,  Colo- 
rado. Eev.  McNary  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  graduated 
from  Jefferson  College  (now  Washington  and  Jefferson 
College),  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1861.  He  had  an  unusually 
long  and  interesting  record  as  a  soldier  of  the  Union. 
Enlisting  in  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Corps  in 
April,  1861,  he  arrived  at  Washington,  April  22,  1861, 


remarkable  record  of 
years  of  age,  he  ' 


and  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  first  three-year  troops 
to  report.  This  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Corps  had  been 
enlisted  and  drilled  in  anticipation  of  the  second  call 
for  troops,  and  retained  its  first  name  throughout  the 
war.  It  was  a  complete  army  in  itself,  fifteen  thousand 
strong,  composed  of  one  regiment  each  of  cavalry, 
artillery  and  sharpshooters  or  skirmishers,  and  twelve 
regiments  of  infantry.  With  his  regiment,  Mr.  McNary 
was  in  the  Seven  Days'  Battle  in  1862,  being  in  four  of 
the  engagements  at  Mechanicsville.  Gaines  Mills,  Charles 
City,  Cross  Eoads  and  Malvern  Hill.  He  was  also  in 
the  battle  of  South  Mountain  and  Antietam.  In  No- 
vember, 1862,  he  was  transferred  to  the  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-third  Eegiment  of  Pennsylvania  A^olunteers 
and  commissioned  adjutant.  In  that  regiment  he  was  in 
the  Battle  of  Fredericksburg  under  Burnside  and  in 
ChanceUorsville  under  Hooker.  The  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-third  Eegiment  was  a  nine  month-; '  r(^i^iment,  its 
time  expiring 'in  May,  1862,  at  which  date  he  was  mus- 
tered out.  In  Lee's  invasion  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
summer  of  1863,  an  army  of  Pennsylvania  militia  was 
organized  and  mustered  into  the  United  States  service 
for  the  defense  of  the  state.  Mr.  McNary  helped  to 
recruit  the  Fifty-eighth  Eegiment  and  was  commissioned 
Lieutenant  Colonel.  That  regiment  assisted  in  the  cap- 
ture of  General  John  Slorgan  in  his  raid  up  the  Ohio 
Valley.  In  the  summer  of  1864  he  helped  to  recruit  the 
One  Hundred  and  Ninety-third  Volunteers,  was  appointed 
adjutant,  and  served  under  the  same  colonel  who  had 
commanded  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third.  This 
was  a  100  days'  regiment,  and  served  only  in  guard  duty 
in  the  border  states  of  Maryland  and  Delaware. 

In  1870,  several  years  after  the  war,  Eev.  McNary 
moved  out  to  Indiana,  and  has  since  been  actively 
identified  with  his  ministerial  duties.  His  wife,  Eliza- 
beth Graham,  was  born  in  Allegheny  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, near  Pittsburgh,  in  1844,  and  "died  at  Pittsburgh 
in  1901  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven,  a  true  gentlewoman, 
endowed  with  rare  beauty  of  person  and  charm  of  man- 
ner, the  influence  of  her  sweet  christian  character  ex- 
tended far  beyond  the  rich  circle  of  home  life  over  which 
she  presided. 

James  Graham  McNary  received  most  of  his  education 
in  Tarkio  College  at  Tarkio,  Missouri.  His  father  was 
for  thirteen  years  president  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  that  institution,  one  of  the  strongest  small  colleges 
in  the  middle  west.  After  his  graduation  from  Tarkio 
College  in  1898,  Mr.  McNary  was  a  student  in  the  Uni- 
versitv  of  Chicago  and  later'went  abroad,  completing  his 
education  in  tlie  University  of  Leipzig,  Germany,  where 
he  remained  one  year.  Few  men  in  the  learned  profes- 
sion in  Texas  have  received  more  liberal  education  than 
Mr.  McNarv,  and  at  the  beginning  of  his  career  he  took 
up  work  as  an  educator.  In  1899  he  was  teacher  of 
modern  languages  in  the  New  Mexico  Normal  University 
at  Las  Vegas,  and  spent  five  years  in  school  work.  His 
next  line  of  endeavor  was  the  newspaper  business,  and 
he  became  manager  and  editor  of  the  Las  Vegas  Daily 
Optic.  In  polities  he  is  a  Eepubliean.  During  his  four 
years'  connection  with  the  Optic  he  took  an  active  in- 
terest in  politics.  He  served  for  three  years  as  Public 
Printer  of  New  Mexico,  to  which  oflSce  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Miguel  A.  Otero. 

Having  sold  his  interest  in  this  enterprise,  Mr.  Mo- 
Nary,  in  the  fall  of  1906,  came  to  El  Paso.  He  began 
as  an  employe  of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  after 
two  years  vvas  elected  Assistant  Cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  and  two  years  later  elected  a  Vice 
President,  and  has  since  been  chosen  First  Vice  Presi- 
dent and  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  this 
institution.  In  1911  IMr.  McNary  was  President  of  the 
El  Paso  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  has  been  an  effective 
worker  for  business  and  industrial  developments  in  this 
city.  He  is  a  Director  and  Treasurer  of  the  Southwest- 
ern Portland  Cement  Company  at  El  Paso;  a  Director 
and  Treasurer  of  the  EI  Paso  Grain  &  Milling  Company; 
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a  Director  of  The  James  A.  Dick  Wholesale  Grocery 
Company;  a  Director  and  Treasurer  of  the  Paso  del 
Norte  Hotel  Company,  and  the  El  Paso  Hotel  Company, 
having  been  one  of  the  promoters  of  El  Paso 's  million 
dollar  hotel,  which  has  so  intimately  concerned  the 
prosperity  of  the  City;  he  is  a  Director  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  The  First  Mortgage  Company  and  also  of  the 
American  Trust  &  Savings  Banlj;  a  Director  of  the  Eio 
Grande  &  El  Paso  Eailway  Company,  and  a  director  of 
the  W.  M.  Cady  Lumber  Company,  and  the  McNary 
Lumber  Company,  at  McNary,  Louisiana,  near  Alex- 
andria. The  town  of  McNary,  whose  two  lumber  mills 
have  a  daily  capacity  of  500,000  feet,  was  named  after 
him. 

Mr.  McNary,  aside  from  business,  is  very  much  inter- 
ested in  musical  affairs,  and  is  himself  a  trained  and 
accomplished  musician.  During  his  first  four  years '  resi- 
dence in  El  Paso  he  was  musical  director  of  the  El  Paso 
Choral  Society,  with  a  membership  of  one  hundred.  He 
possesses  an  excellent  baritone  voice,  and  in  the  different 
places  of  his  residence  he  has  done  much  to  direct  and 
elevate  musical  activities.  For  three  years  he  served  as 
Treasurer,  Director  and  Vice  President  of  the  Toltee 
Club;  in  1913  he  was  elected  President  of  the  El  Paso 
Social  Club ;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  El  Paso  Country 
Club;  is  a  Director  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Treasurer  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church. 

At  Las  Vegas,  New  Mexico,  October  8,  1902,  Mr. 
McNary  married  Miss  Euth  Eayuokls,  daughter  of 
Joshua  S.  Eaynolds,  and  a  native  of  Central  City,  Colo- 
rado. Her  father  is  one  of  the  pioneer  bankers  of  the 
west,  beginning  his  career  with  the  Colorado  National 
Bank  of  Denver,  of  which  he  was  elected  Cashier  in 
1871.  He  is  now  President  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  and  the  First  National 
Bank  of  El  Paso,  Texas.  Mr.  McNary  has  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  acquiring  his  experience  in  the  banking 
business  by  close  personal  association  with  the  foremost 
banker  of  the  southwest. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McNary  are  the  parents  of  five  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Graham  Eaynolds  Mo- 
Nary  was  born  in  Las  Vegas,  February  4,  1904;  Euth 
Eli2abeth  was  born  July  4,  1905,  at  Las  Vegas;  one  child 
was  born  October  21,  1906,  and  died  at  El  Paso  April 
27,  1907 ;  Marjorie  May  was  born  at  El  Paso  May  5, 
1910;  Martha  was  born  in  El  Paso,  October  16,  1912. 
The  McNary  residence  is  1617  Arijona  Street. 

From  the  age  of  twelve  to  twenty  years,  Mr.  McNary 
spent  his  summers  working  on  the  farm  of  the  late 
David  Eankin,  one  of  the  greatest  American  farmers, 
and  on  the  estate  of  that  great  farm  king  he  earned  his 
bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow  and  learned  the  value 
of  a  dollar. 

Mrs.  McNary  takes  an  active  interest  in  women's 
clubs  and  charity  work,  being  a  Director  of  the 
Y.  W.  C.  A.,  the  El  Paso  Women  's  Club,  and  an  active 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Charity  Asso- 
ciation. She  is  an  accomplished  musician,  being  a  grad- 
uate of  the  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music,  and  a 
violinist  and  organist  of  unusual  ability. 

Egbert  Ltnn  Batts,  of  the  law  firm  of  Gregory, 
Batts  &  Brooks,  has,  since  locating  in  Austin  in  1900, 
gained  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  most  forceful  mem- 
bers of  the  local  bar,  and  has  few  peers  throughout  the 
state.  His  clear,  analytical  mind  affords  him  unusual 
facility  in  working  out  the  details  of  a  case,  and  his 
contemporaries  are  quick  to  acknowledge  his  special 
abilities  and  his  high  position  among  the  lawyers  of 
Texas.  He  is  a  native  son  of  the  Lone  Star  state,  hav- 
ing been  born  at  Bastrop,  November  1,  1864,  his  parents 
being  Andrew  Jackson  and  Julia  (Eice)  Batts. 

Andrew  Jackson  Batts  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and 
a  descendant  of  one  of  the  very  earliest  Colonial  families 
of  the  Old  Dominion.     In  1857  he  sought  the  West  and 


located  at  Bastrop,  where  he  was  residing  at  the  time 
of  the  outbreak  of  the  war  between  the  states,  through- 
out which  he  participated  as  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate 
army.  With  the  fall  of  the  Lost  Cause  he  returned  to 
Bastrop  and  here  rounded  out  a  useful  and  successful 
career,  passing  away  in  1890.  He  was  married  in  Texas 
to  Miss  Julia  Eice,  who  was  born  in  Alabama,  and  came 
to  Texas  as  an  infant  with  her  parents  in  1845,  the 
family  locating  in  Burnet  county,  where  for  years  they 
followed  agricultural  pursuits. 

Eobert  Lynii  Batts  was  granted  excellent  educational 
facilities,  and  after  completing  the  usual  preparatory 
courses  entered  the  University  of  Texas,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws  in  1886.  At  that  time  he  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  chosen  calling  at  Bastrop,  and  continued 
there  until  1892,  when  he  became  assistant  attorney 
general,  under  Attorney  General  Charles  A.  Culberson, 
now  United  States  Senator  from  Texas.  Mr.  Batts'  high 
accomplishments  won  him  a  full  professorship  when  he 
was  but  thirty  years  of  age,  as  a  member  of  the  law 
faculty  of  the  University  of  Texas,  a  position  which  he 
held  for  a  number  of  years.  He  took  up  active  prac- 
tice in  1900,  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Gregory 
&  Batts,  with  Thomas  W.  Gregory,  and  in  1907  Victor 
L.  Brooks  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  the  style  of  which 
then  became  as  now,  Gregory,  Batts  &  Brooks.  This  is 
known  at  this  time  as  one  of  the  strongest  legal  com- 
binations in  the  state,  and  has  been  connected  with  nu- 
merous important  cases  including  the  noted  case  of  the 
State  of  Texas  vs.  Waters-Pierce  Oil  Company,  in  which 
the  firm  represented  the  state.  Mr.  Batts  is"  the  author- 
of  numerous  articles  relating  to  his  profession,  which 
give  evidence  of  excellent  literary  ability  and  taste,  a 
broad  knowledge  of  his  calling,  and  a  vigorous  style. 
Among  his  technical  works  may  be  mentioned  "Anno- 
tated Civil  Statutes  of  Texas"  and  "Corporation  Laws 
of  Texas."  The  offices  of  the  concern  are  located  in  the 
Austin  National  Bank  Building,  while  Mr.  Batts '  home 
is  at  No.  2400  Lampasas  street.  He  enjoys  membership 
in  the  Masons,  in  the  Odd  Fellows  and  in  the  Kappa 
Alpha  fraternity.  His  political  affiliation  is  with  the 
democratic  party. 

In  1889  Mr.  Batts  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  Boak, 
who  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  John  C.  Boak,  of  Aus- 
tin; and  to  this  union  there  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren, namely:    Eobert  E.  Lee,  Mary  and  Margaret. 

William  F.  Eamset.  One  of  the  eminent  repre- 
sentatives of  the  bench  and  bar  in  Texas,  Mr.  Eamsey 
has  been  actively  connected  with  his  profession  for 
more  than  thirty-five  years,  attained  to  the  highest  honors 
in  the  Texas  judiciary  as  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Crim- 
inal Appeal  and  as  associate  justice  in  the  supreme 
court,  being  the  otiIv  ].prsmi  in  history  of  the  state 
who  occupied  both  tlirsr  in-iiinns.  Since  retiring  from 
the  bench  he  has  .-if  irihi,.]  in  :i  large  private  practice  at 
Austin.  Judge  Brun^rv  i.'|.i  ixnits  a  Scotch  family,  which 
emigrated  from  Scotland  in  l.>00  and  settled  in  North 
Carolina,  and  has  subsequently  furnished  many  names 
notable  in  business,  the  professions,  and  in  public  affairs. 

William  F.  Eamsey  is  a  native  of  Texas,  born  October 
25,  1855,  in  Bell  county.  His  parents  were  .Tohn  J.  and 
Nancy  (Clark)  Eamsev.  His  father,  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky, came  to  Texas'  in  1853,  settling  first  in  Falls 
county,  later  moving  to  Gonyales  county,  and  in  1861 
enlistrd  for  service  in  the  Confederate  army.  His  mili- 
tary record  covers  practically  the  entire  conflict  between 
the  states,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  he  held  the  rank 
of  second  lieutenant.  He  then  settled  in  .Johnson  county, 
where  he  acquired  large  interests  as  a  farmer  and 
merohant  and  where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1904. 
His  wife  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  she  died  in 
October,  1871. 

.Judge  Eamsey  spent  most  of  his  youth  in  Johnson 
county,    attended   the   common   schools   of   that   locality, 
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and  received  his  college  training  in  Trinity  University 
at  Tehuacana,  Limestone  county.  From  that  old  and 
splendid  center  ot  Texas  education  he  was  graduated 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1876,  and  received  his  degree  m  law 
in  1877.  Judge  Kamsey  began  practice  at  Cleburne  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1S77.  Cleburne  remained  his  home  and 
the  center  of  his  large  and  growing  practice  as  a  law- 
yer until  January  1,  1908.  At  the  latter  date  he  moved 
to  Austin,  having  accepted  appointment  as  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  court  of  criminal  appeals,  qualifying  for 
the  office  on  the  first  of  January,  and  filling  out  an  un- 
expired term.  In  November,  1908,  he  was  elected  for 
the  regular  terra  of  four  years,  beginning  January  1, 
1909.  However,  on  January  5,  1911,  he  resigned  to 
accept  a  place  as  associate  judge  of  the  supreme  court. 
On  March  29,  1912,  he  resigned  this  high  judicial  place 
in  order  to  make  the  campaign  for  the  Democratic  nomin- 
ation for  Governor  of  Texas.  He  was  one  of  the  con- 
tenders for  this  honor  at  the  Democratic  primaries  m 
July,  1912,  but  in  spite  of  his  vigorous  campaign  did  not 
succeed  in  wresting  the  honors  from  the  incumbent  of  the 
office,  Governor,  Corquitt.  On  October  1,  1912,  resumed 
private  practice  at  Austin,  and  that  city  is  now  his  per- 
manent home.  Judge  Eamsey  in  1884  was  one  of  the 
presidents  of  electors  on  the  Cleveland  ticket. 

He  stands  high  in  Masonry,  having  taken  thirty-two 
degrees  in  the  Scottish  Bite,  and  in  the  York  rite  is 
Past  Eminent  Commander  of  the  Knights  Templar.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Hilla  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at 
Dallas.  Other  fraternal  associations  include  member- 
ship in  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Until  lie  moved  to  Austin  to  accept  judicial  office. 
Judge  Eamsey  was  prominent  in  banking.  In  1900  he 
became  president  of  the  National  Bank  of  Cleburne,  was 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Covington,  and 
president  of  the  Farmers  and  Traders  Bank  of  Eio  Vista. 
He  resigned  all  these  financial  connections  m  1908,  on 
his  removal  to  Austin. 

On  January  28,  1878,  Judge  Eamsey  married  Miss 
Emma  Johnson,  a  daughter  of  Eev.  Felix  Johnson  a 
prominent  Presbyterian  minister  of  Paris,  Texas.  Mrs. 
Eamsey  died  April  1,  188.5,  leaving  a  son,  William  F. 
Eamsey,  Jr.,  who  is  now  a  practicing  attorney  at  Cle- 
burne. On  October  13,  1886.  Judge  Eamsey  married  Miss 
Eowena  Hill,  a  daughter  of  Malcolm  and  Mary  J.  Hill, 
of  LaGrange,  Texas.  There  are  three  sons  and  three 
daughters  by  this  marriage.  Judge  Eamsey  and  family 
reside  at  106  27th  street,  Austin. 

Hon.  John  L.  Little.  Though  only  forty-one  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death  at  Kountze  on  December 
14,  1913,  the  late  John  Lowery  Little  had  a  career  filled 
with  the  successes  of  the  able  lawyer  and  with  the  distinc- 
tions of  public  life,  and  as  a  former  member  of  the 
Legislature,  county  judge,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Texas 
bar  his  name  was  known  and  honored  in  many  sections 
of  the  State  awav  from  his  home  community.  After 
Judge  Little  had"  concluded  his  service  in  the  State 
Legislature  in  1903,  he  began  the  new  year  by  estab- 
lishing an  office  at  Kount?e,  in  Hardin  county,  where  he 
continued  the  practice  of  law  until  his  death.  Besides  a 
general  practice  he  was  local  attorney  for  the  Southern 
Pacific  and  Santa  Fe  Eailroads. 

John  L  Little  was  born  in  Covington  county,  Ala- 
bama, in  1872,  but  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Texas,  his 
parents  having  located  in  Milam  county  m  1876.  His 
father,  James  M.  Little,  who  died  in  Milam  county  in 
1896  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Georgia,  of  Scotch 
anceitrr    nnd  in  rnrlv  lifo  wns  a  lawyer  and  served  for 

timf  -IS  di-tvi.'t  •ittnnii'v  of  Covington  county.  Sub- 
semiPiitlV  lir  Irft  111'.'  lii«  t,,  t;.kr  ii|.  the  ministry  of  the 
Prpsbvtc'iriii  .luir.'li  :iihI  i .hi;! mr.l  a  consecrated  and 
active  worker  in  the  chur.'h  until  his  death.  He  had  also 
been  a  soldier  in  the  Confederacy,  going  through  the 
entire  war  as  a  member  of  an  Alabama  regiment.  The 
mother  of  Judge  Little  was  Martha  A.  Pendry  Little, 
a  native  ot  Jefferson  county,  Georgia. 


John  L.  Little,  who  was  reared  in  Milam  county  from 
the  age  of  four  years,  had  the  advantages  of  the  local 
schools,  and  then  entered  the  Southwestern  University  at 
Georgetown,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class 
of  1896.  Taking  up  the  study  of  law  with  Major  John 
A.  Green  in  San  Antonio,  he  remained  there  until  his 
admission  to  the  bar  in  1897,  and  then  established  his 
practice  in  that  city.  Judge  Little  was  always  actively 
interested  in  politics,  and  after  four  years  as  a  lawyer 
at  San  Antonio  was  elected  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature  and  served  one  term.  In  the  latter  part  of 
1903  he  moved  to  Koimtze  and  began  his  practice  on  the 
first  of  the  following  year.  The  citizens  of  Hardin 
county  manifested  their  confidence  in  his  integrity  and 
ability  by  electing  him  county  judge,  an  office  which  he 
capably  filled  from  1910  until  1912.  In  the  latter 
year  Judge  Little  made  the  race  for  Congress  from  the 
Second  Congressional  district,  being  one  of  the  five 
candidates  for  that  honor  before  the  primaries.  While 
prominent  in  politics,  a  popular  campaign  orator.  Judge 
Little  was  essentially  a  public-spirited  citizen  whose 
best  work  was  the  disinterested  service  of  the  community 
and  State,  rather  than  for  the  sake  of  personal  advance- 
ment. 

He  also  had  a  military  record.  During  the  Spanish- 
American  war  he  was  lieutenant  of  Company  I  of  the 
First  Texas  Infantry,  U.  S.  Volunteers.  His  regiment 
went  to  MobDe,  Alabama,  then  to  Miami,  Florida,  where 
it  was  transferred  to  General  Lee's  corps,  and  after  being 
stationed  at  Jacksonville  and  Savannah,  was  sent  to 
Havana,  Cuba.  Judge  Little  was  well  known  in  Masonic 
circles,  having  taken  the  thirty-second  degree  of  Scottish 
Eite,  and  was  a  member  of  El  Mina  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine  at  Galveston,  and  was  also  affiliated  with 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Maccabees  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mrs.  Little,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Beaumont,  is  of 
an  old  and  prominent  Texas  family.  She  and  Judge 
Little  were  married  at  San  Antonio  August  21,  1898. 
Before  her  marriage  Mrs.  Little  was  Miss  Carrie  Power, 
born  in  Independence,  Texas,  and  a  grand-niece  of 
General  Sam  Houston  and  granddaughter  of  Colonel 
Charles  Power,  once  prominent  as  a  citizen  both  of 
Galveston  and  Independence.  Judge  Little  and  wife  had 
four  children:  Weldon  Lowery  Little,  now  deceased; 
Charles  Power  Little;  Marjorie  Power  Little,  and  John 
Lowery  Little. 

John  Charles  Townes,  LL.  D.  Extraordinary  as 
as  has  been  the  growth  of  the  common  school  system  of 
Austin,  as  well  as  its  trade  and  commerce,  the  progress 
made  in  the  establishment  here  of  higher  institutions  of 
learning  has  been  no  less  remarkable,  so  that  it  is  now 
probably  the  greatest  educational  center  of  the  state, 
and  it  is  also  one  of  the  important  commercial  centers. 
The  University  of  Texas,  established  on  a  broad  base, 
both  as  to  endowment  and  plans  and  scope  of  instruction, 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  educational  institu- 
tions in  the  country,  made  so  by  the  high  standing  and 
ability  of  the  educators  in  charge  of  its  multiform  depart- 
ments. John  Charles  Townes,  LL.  D.,  dean  of  the  law 
school,  is  a  member  of  a  family  long  prominent  in  the 
profession  of  law,  although  it  is  in  connection  with  the 
cause  of  education  that  his  name  will  be  best  entitled  to 
remembrance  as  one  of  the  benefactors  of  his  city  and 
state.  .       . ,  , 

Doctor  Townes  wns  born  at  Tuscumbia,  Alabama,  Jan- 
uary 30,  IS-'L',  ami  is  ,i  son  of  Eggleston  D.  and  Martha 
Cousins' (Hrlls)  'ri>\Mi('s.  His  grandfather,  a  descend- 
a'nt  of  thi'  cirh  Vii-inia  settlers,,  was  John  Leigh 
Townes  a  iiiiMiibrr  <>{  the  Territorial  Constitutional  Con- 
vention'of  Alaliania.  Eggleston  D.  Townes  was  a  large 
rilanter  became  prominent  in  the  field  of  law,  and  was 
chancellor  of  the  Northern  District  of  Alabama.  He 
moved  to  Texas  in  1856,  and,  settling  in  Travis  county, 
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became  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
of  the  Senate  of  Texas.  During  the  war  between  the 
states  he  was  a  major  of  Texas  troops  and  saw  active 
service  at  Sabine  Pass  and  other  points  in  Texas  and 
Louisiana,  but  during  the  progress  of  the  struggle  his 
health  was  undermined  and  he  was  forced  to  resign  his 
commissioQ  and  return  to  his  home,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred August  30,  1864.    The  mother  survived  until  1893. 

After  thorough  preparation  Doctor  Townes  became  a 
student  at  Baylor  University,  which  he  attended  from 
1S67  to  1869,  and  from  that  institution  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  in  1898.  He  took  up  the  study 
of  law  in  1869  and  in  1873  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Austin,  follwing  which  he  was  engaged  in  active  practice 
in  this  city  until  1877,  the  next  eight  years  being  passed 
at  San  Saba,  Texas.  In  1882  he  became  judge  of  the 
Thirty-third  Judicial  District  of  Texas,  continuing  to  act 
in  that  capacity  until  1885,  when  he  resigned  and  re- 
moved to  Georgetown,  there  continuing  in  practice  until 
1888,  when  he  was  appointed  by  Govenror  Boss,  judge 
of  tiie  Twenty-sixth  Judicial  District  of  Texas,  but  in 
August  of  the  same  year  resigned  the  office  and  returned 
to  Austin  where  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  S.  E. 
Fisher,  under  the  firm  style  of  Fisher  &  Townes.  This 
association  continued  until  1896,  when  Doctor  Townes 
was  appointed  professor  of  law  at  the  University  of 
Texas,  and  in  1902  was  made  the  first  dean  of  the  law 
school  of  the  University.  After  one  year  he  resigned  to 
devote  his  entire  attention  to  his  duties  as  professor  of 
law,  but  in  the  fall  of  1907  was  again  made  dean  of  the 
law  school  and  has  held  that  position  to  the  present 
time.  In  1909  and  1910  he  was  president  of  the  Asso- 
ciation of  American  Eaw  Schools.  "While  he  has  borne 
a  fair  share  of  the  labors  of  professional  and  public  life, 
accomplishing  not  less  for  the  public  welfare  than  for  his 
own  advantage,  he  has  at  the  same  time  preserved  his 
love  of  letters  and  his  indulgence  in  the  amenities  of  a 
refined  and  gentle  life.  As  an  author,  he  is  well  known 
in  the  line  of  his  calling,  among  his  numerous  contribu- 
tions to  legal  literature  being  "Townes'  Texas  Plead- 
ings'' (1901,  second  edition  1913);  "Studies  of  Amer- 
ican Elementary  Law"  (1903,  second  edition  1911); 
"General  Principles  of  the  Law  of  Torts"  (1907); 
"Civil  Government  in  the  United  States  and  in  Texas" 
(1908),  and  "Law  Books  and  How  to  Use  Them" 
(1909).  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  demo- 
cratic party,  while  his  religious  connection  is  with  the 
Baptist  church,  in  which  he  is  a  deacon. 

On  December  28,  1871,  Doctor  Townes  was  married 
to  Miss  Kate  Wildbahn.  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Ann  D. 
Wildhahn,  of  Manor,  Texas,  who  came  to  this  state  in 
1854  from  Alabama.  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union:  Ernest  W.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  law  at  Houston ;  Edgar  E.,  a  legal  practitioner  of 
Beaumont;  John  Charles,  Jr.,  associated  with  the  law 
firm  of  Baker,  Botts,  Parker  &  Garwood,  at  Houston; 
and  Anne  C,  a  teacher  in  Miss  Whitis'  school  at  Aus- 
tin. Doctor  and  Mrs.  Townes  reside  in  their  pleasant 
home  at  No.  2800  Eio  Grande  street. 

WiLU.wr  Thomas  Caswell.  One  of  the  comparatively 
few  whose  genius  for  large  undertaking  and  achievement 
determines  the  business  destinies  of  the  localities  in 
which  they  live  and  labor  is  William  Thomas  Caswell,  of 
Austin.  Brought  in  early  manhood  in  touch  with  the 
cotton  business,  he  seized  upon  his  opjiortunity,  mastered 
the  rudiments  of  the  trade  with  a  thoroughness  that  has 
characterized  his  every  action  in  life,  and  upon  this 
practical  knowledge  has  builded  his  exceptional  business 
career.  One  by  one  he  has  seen  the  possibilities  as  they 
have  opened  before  him,  and  each  possibility  has  first 
become  a  probability  and  then  made  a  certainty,  until 
now  he  is  one  of  the  largest  cotton  ex-porters'  in  the 
United  States.  Incidentally,  he  has  become  interested 
in   real  estate  and  timber  lands,   and   gives  the   benefit 


of  his  broad  knowledge,  clear  judgment  and  vast  experi- 
ence to  various  other  lines  of  industry. 

Mr.  Caswell  was  born  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  in  1877, 
and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  Haskell  and  Louise  (Broadwell) 
Caswell.  On  his  father's  side  he  is  descended  from 
Scotch-Irish  stock  which  emigrated  to  America  before 
the  days  of  the  Revolutionary  War  and  settled  in  Maine, 
but  later  moved  to  the  South.  His  mother's  family 
trace  their  ancestry  back  to  the  Mayflower  and  to  John 
and  Priscilla  Alden  of  Massachusetts.  Daniel  Haskell 
Caswell  in  his  early  life  was  a  millwright  and  buUt  flour 
and  lumber  mills,  but  since  1880  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  cotton  seed  oil  mUl  business,  being  now 
the  oldest  oil  mill  man  in  active  service.  He  was  the 
owner  of  the  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  Oil  Mill,  one  of  the 
first  cotton  seed  oil  mills  ever  erected,  and  in  1892  came 
to  Texas  and  located  at  Austin,  where  he  has  since  con- 
tinued to  carry  on  his  affairs,  and  is  actively  engaged 
in  business  in  spite  of  his  eighty  years.  During  his  long 
and  useful  career  it  is  estimated  that  he  has  erected  fifty 
cotton  seed  oil  mills. 

William  Thomas  Caswell  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  where  he  gradu- 
ated from  the  High  School,  and  entered  Vanderbilt 
University,  graduating  therefrom  in  civil  engineering  in 
1899.  At  that  time  he  joined  his  father  at  Austin,  and 
was  associated  with  him  in  business  for  a  short  time. 
He  then  embarked  in  the  business  of  cotton  buying  and 
exporting,  which  he  has  developed  until  it  is  now  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leading  enterprises  of  this  section. 
At  this  time  he  is  handling  over  100,000  bales  of  cotton 
annually,  and  is  one  of  the  few  cotton  men  in  the  busi- 
ness to  buy  direct  from  the  farmer  and  export  direct 
to  the  foreign  customer,  firms  in  Europe  and  Japan 
handling  the  greater  part  of  his  output.  He  also  handles 
more  wagon  cotton  than  any  dealer  in  the  United  States, 
his  business  during  some  years  running  up  as  high  as 
$20,000,000.  Mr.  Caswell,  in  addition  to  being  the  owner 
of  a  chain  of  cotton  gins  in  the  vicinity  of  Austin,  is 
president  of  the  Capitol  Compress  Company  and  of  the 
San  Marcos  Compress  Company,  and  vice  president  of 
the  Elgin  Compress  Company.  He  has  been  largely 
interested  in  real  estate,  and  in  1910  bought  and  de- 
veloped what  is  now  known  as  the  Ridge  Top  Addition 
and  the  Ridge  Top  Annex  Addition  to  the  city  of  Austin, 
which  have  proved  the  most  poijular  additions  to  the 
northern  part  of  the  city,  iiriw  being  rapidly  developed 
and  settled  as  residential  sections.  He  is  also  the  owner 
of  the  Hyde  Park  Heights  Addition  to  the  city  of 
Houston,  which  he  has  most  successfully  developed  and 
settled,  and  is  the  owner  of  5,000  acres  of  timber  land 
in  Montgomery  county,  Texas,  on  which  he  has  erected 
an  extensive  sawmill  which  is  cutting  some  15,000,000 
feet  of  timber.  He  maintains  offices  at  No.  410  Chieon 
street  and  625  Littlefield  Bldg.,  Austin,  Tex.  Mr.  Cas- 
well 's  success  is  one  which  is  noteworthy  even  in  a  part 
of  the  country  where  a  large  measure  of  success  is  not 
uncommon  and  where  forcible  and  capable  captains  of 
business  abound.  And  it  is  all  the  more  remarkable  in 
that  it  has  been  practically  self-gained.  Active,  alert, 
quick  in  his  decisions  and  courageous  in  his  undertakings, 
he  has  the  entire  confidence  of  his  associates,  who  con- 
stantly look  to  him  for  leadership  and  counsel.  Essen- 
tially a  man  of  business,  he  has  eared  little  for  public 
life,  except  as  a  good  citizen  performing  his  civic  duties, 
and  his  only  fraternal  connection  is  with  the  Chi  Phi 
fraternity  of  the  Vanderbilt  University.  But  he  is  an 
active  worker  in  all  charitable  movements  of  Austin  and 
in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work,  of  which  institution  he  was 
president  several  years. 

Mr.  Caswell  was  married  in  1904  to  Miss  Vivian  Breni- 
zer,  daughter  of  Dr.  Nelson  O.  Brenizer,  a  well-known 
practicing  physician  of  Austin,  and  to  this  union  there 
have  been  born  two  children :  Anna  Louise  and  Clair. 
The  pleasant  family  residence  is  located  at  No.  1502  West 
avenue. 
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Judge  T.  W.  Hudson.  A  resident  of  the  Lone  Star 
State  since  1871,  of  Grayson  county  since  1888  and  of 
Sherman  since  1890,  Judge  T.  W.  Hudson  has  had  a 
praiseworthy  career  and  one  that  entitles  him  to  spe- 
cific mention  in  the  pages  of  this  comprehensive  historical 
and  biographical  work.  A  straightforward  account  of 
the  leading  activities  of  the  life  of  Judge  Hudson  is 
here  presented,  as  closely  in  accordance  with  fact  as  is 
possible  with  the  information  at  hand,  and  it  is  offered 
as  a  worthy  addition  to  the  recital  of  achievement  pre- 
sented in  this  publication. 

T.  W.  Hudson,  justice  of  the  peace  of  Sherman,  Texas, 
was  born  on  December  24,  1836,  in  Georgia,  and  is  a 
son  of  J.  E.  and  Martha  E.  (Banks)  Hudson,  both 
natives  of  that  State.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and 
a  well-to-do  slaveholder  before  the  war.  He  migrated 
to  Arkansas  in  1849,  taking  up  land  in  Columbia  county, 
and  there  continued  to  farm  in  a  small  way  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1883.  The  mother  survived  until 
1892.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  six  sons 
and  five  daughters,  and  of  that  goodly  family  seven 
are  living  today.  Judge  Hudson  is  the  third  son  of  his 
parents. 

T.  W.  Hudson  had  his  early  education  in  a  little  log 
schoolhouse  in  Arkansas,  and  when  one  considers  the 
period  and  the  progress  of  the  educational  system  of  the 
country  at  that  time  it  is  easy  to  arrive  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  boy  came  through  his  school  experience  with 
the  meagerest  addition  to  his  mental  equipment.  How- 
ever, in  later  years,  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  he 
repaired  that  lack  to  a  great  extent  by  attending  school 
in  Magnolia,  Arkansas.  Young  Hudson  volunteered  for 
service  in  the  Confederate  army  in  May,  1861,  and 
enlisted  in  Captain  Eeed  's  company.  This  company  later 
disbanded  and  the  young  man  returned  home,  but  in 
April,  1862,  he  joined  the  company  of  Captain  Henry 
Perry,  Colonel  Tom  P.  Dockery's  regiment,  and  straight- 
way moved  to  the  front.  He  was  in  the  battle  at  Farm- 
ington  and  on  October  4th  was  wounded  at  Corinth,  a 
ball  passing  through  his  left  knee.  His  leg  was  ampu- 
tated the  next  day,  just  above  the  knee,  and  before  he 
was  able  to  leave  the  hospital  he  was  taken  prisoner,  sent 
to  luka,  Mississippi,  and  there  held  until  January  3, 
1863.  Then,  through  the  kindness  of  a  Miss  Foster,  of 
Florence,  Alabama,  he,  with  three  other  men  who  had 
each  lost  a  leg,  was  taken  in  a  mule  wagon  to  Florence, 
Alabama.  On  March  25th  ^following  he  went  to  Hunts- 
ville,  thence  to  Mobile,  and  on  April  13,  1863,  started 
back  overland  to  his  Arkansas  home.  It  was  then  that 
the  young  man,  maimed  and  broken  in  health,  decided 
that  he  must  repair  the  lack  he  had  experienced  in  his 
early  schooling,  and  he  began  to  attend  school  at  Mag- 
nolia, Arkansas.  As  a  result  of  this  study  he  began 
teaching  school  in  1864  and  he  continued  in  that  work 
until  1870.  In  1871  he  came  to  Texas,  and  he  has  ever 
since  been  identified  with  the  State  in  one  capacity  or 
another. 

The  first  location  of  Mr.  Hudson  in  Texas  was  at 
CoUinsville,  and  there  he  took  up  his  teaching  work 
again,  continuing  there  for  three  years,  until  in  1873, 
when  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace. 
That  was  his  first  civil  office,  and  he  served  therein  until 
1885,  when  he  went  to  Houston,  and  was  elected  there 
to  the  office  of  grand  secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Masons,  an  order  to  which  he  had  long  given  allegiance 
as  a  member.  He  held  that  office  for  three  years,  then 
returned  to  Grayson  county,  and  in  November,  1890,  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  clerk.  He  served  faith- 
fully for  six  years,  during  three  successive  terms,  and  in 
1900  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  Sherman,  an 
office  which  he  has  continued  to  hold  with  all  of  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  city  from  then  until  now,  or  during 
a  period  of  thirteen  years.  His  service  has  been  one  of 
the  most  satisfactory  order,  and  he  has  been  returned 
to  the  office  with  pleasing  regularity  from  year  to  year. 
Always  a  Democrat,  he  has  done  good  work  for  the  party 


in  this  county.  Judge  Hudson  was  a  member  of  the 
county  board  at  the  time  when  the  present  Grayson 
county  court  house  was  completed  and  turned  over  to 
the  public,  in  March,  1876,  and  he  presided  at  the  first 
court  held  in  the  new  building.  He  also  served  as  one 
of  the  first  county  officers  after  this  building  came  into 

Judge  Hudson  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  since  1858,  and  he  has  advanced  well  along 
in  the  various  bodies.  He  is  a  devout  Baptist  and  has 
long  been  a  member  of  the  church.  On  October  23,  1872, 
Judge  Hudson  was  married  in  CoUinsville,  Texas,  to 
Mrs.  S.  M.  Westworth,  who  was  a  daughter  of  J.  M. 
Doty,  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Grayson  county,  who  died 
here  several  years  ago.  Mrs.  Hudson  died  November 
28,  1913. 

The  judge  and  his  wife  have  four  living  children. 
Mrs.  Hudson  had  a  son  by  her  first  marriage,  J.  W. 
Westbrook,  now  about  forty-five  years  of  age  and  a 
resident  of  Oklahoma,  where  he  is  clerk  of  the  county 
court  at  Ada,  Oklahoma.  The  Hudson  chUdren  are  as 
follows:  Nettie,  the  wife  of  E.  E.  Chambers,  of  Austin, 
Texas,  cashier  of  the  Citizens  Bank  of  that  city;  Dan 
K.  Hudson,  a  bookkeeper  in  the  Merchants'  and  Planters' 
Bank  of  Sherman,  and  Homer  D.,  of  Austin,  a  book- 
keeper in  the  banking  and  insurance  department  of  the 
State. 

The  judge  has  his  office  on  the  corner  of  Houston 
and  Crockett  streets,  while  his  residence  is  at  No.  414 
South  Elm  street. 

Hon.  Alfred  J.  Harper.  The  public  career  of  Judge 
Harper  began  eighteen  years  ago  when  he  was  elected 
county  judge  of  Limestone  county,  and  his  service  has 
been  continuous  as  county  judge,  as  state  senator  and 
since  1911  as  judge  of  the  court  of  criminal  appeals  at 
Austin.  His  thorough  qualifications  as  a  lawyer,  his 
broad  experience  in  state  and  local  affairs,  and  his 
disinterested  and  competent  administration  of  every 
trust  and  duty  of  a  public  nature  with  which  he  has  been 
honored,  have  been  characteristic  and  influential  in  all 
his  service,  whether  as  a  legislator  or  on  the  bench,  and 
his  dignity  and  industry  have  served  to  maintain  the 
high  standard  of  the  Texas  court  of  criminal  appeals. 

Alfred  J.  Harper  was  born  in  Scott  county,  Mississippi. 
May  17,  1864,  a  son  of  Robert  E.  and  Fannie  (Hodges) 
Harper,  both  of  whom  an'  iiati\es  nf  Alabama.  His 
father,  who  was  a  merchant  ;iii,l  |.liiiii'r  in  Mississippi, 
was  a  member  of  the  Sixtli  .M  i--)--i|i|.i  Infantry  in  the 
Confederate  army  duriny  the  war  liotween  the  states, 
under  the  command  of  General  Robert  E.  Lowery,  while 
the  regiment  was  commanded  by  Col.  A.  Y.  Harper,  an 
uncle  of  Judge  Harper,  and  another  uncle,  James  C. 
Harper,  was  a  captain  in  the  same  regiment. 

The  education  of  Judge  Harper  was  acquired  in  the 
schools  of  Mississippi,  and  his  last  teacher  was  J.  R. 
Preston,  now  superintendent  of  public  instruction  in 
Mississippi.  Coming  to  Texas  in  1881,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  in  Limestone  county,  Judge  Harper  was  em- 
ployed for  a  time  in  the  printing  office  of  L.  L.  Foster, 
who  was  afterwards  railroad  commissioner  of  the  state 
of  Texas  and  later  president  of  the  Agricultural  and 
Mechanical  College  at  Bryan.  Mr.  Harper  studied  law 
in  Limestone  county  at  the  office  of  Gibson  &  Doyle, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  spring  of  1891,  and  has 
ever  since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of  his 
profession  either  as  a  lawyer  or  judge. 

Judge  Harper  served  as  county  judge  of  Limestone 
county  for  six  years,  from  1896  'to  1902.  The  district 
comprising  Limestone  county  sent  him  to  the  state  senate 
for  eight  years,  from  1903  to  1911,  and  he  finally  re- 
signed from  the  senate  to  accept  his  present  position  as 
judge  of  the  court  of  criminal  appeals.  His  service  in 
the  state  senate  had  some  noteworthy  features.  He  was 
chairman  of  judiciary  committee  No.  2;  was  author  of 
"The  Medical  Practice  Act;"  was  author  of  the  Texas 
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law  compelling  all  railroads  to  fumigate  their  trains,  the 
first  law  of  its  kind  ever  adopted  in  the  United  States, 
and  one  that  since  its  passage  by  the  Texas  legislature 
has  been  adopted  by  many  other  states;  was  also  joint 
author  of  the  law  authorizing  the  creation  of  drainage 
and  levee  districts  for  the  reclaimation  of  bottom  lands 
of  Texas. 

Judge  Harper  atiUiates  with  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
being  Past  Master  of  Groesbeck  Lodge  No.  107,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. ;  is  a  Boyal  Arch  Mason  and  a  Knights  Templar; 
is  Past  Chancellor  of  Travid  Lodge  No.  20,  Knights  of 
Pythias;  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  and  belongs 
to  the  University  Club  of  Austin  and  the  Austin  Press 
Club.  Judge  Harper  married  December  23,  1901,  Miss 
Margaret  L.  Ingram,  daughter  of  S.  C.  and  Shelly 
(Mosely)  Ingram,  of  Limestone  county.  Their  four 
children  are  as  follows:  Alfred  J.  Harper,  Jr.,  James  O. 
Harper,  Margaret  Harper  and  Lloyd  M.  Harper.  Judge 
Harper  and  family  reside  at  2S30  Eio  Grande  Street  in 
Austin. 

W.  W.  Collier.  For  more  than  twenty  years  a  promi- 
nent banker  of  southwest  Texas,  Mr.  Collier  must 
properly  be  included  in  that  group  of  aggressive  and 
forceful  characters  who  have  been  chiefly  instrumental 
in  the  development  of  this  section  of  the  state  during 
the  past  half  century.  Mr.  Collier  is  in  every  sense  of 
the  word  a  pioneer.  He  was  during  the  early  years  of 
his  life  a  member  of  the  State  Eangers  force,"  and  in 
that  capacity  offered  himself  for  the  protection  and 
safeguarding  of  the  frontiers  of  the  Texas  of  that  time. 
As  a  ranger  he  was  all  over  west  Texas  from  the  rear 
grounds  into  the  far  northwest,  and  all  rangers  acquired 
a  reputation  for  fearlessness  and  efficiency,  qualities  for 
which  the  ranger  service  has  been  noted  since  its 
establishment. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Collier  was  born  at  Eusk,  in  Cherokee 
county,  Texas,  in  1863,  a  son  of  Thomas  Pierce  and 
Anna  (Lewis)  Collier.  The  father,  a  native  of  Alabama, 
came  to  Texas  in  1847  and  became  one  of  the  early 
settlers  in  Smith  county.  Subsequently  he  moved  into 
Cherokee  county,  and  in  1867  to  Waco,  the  city  whi.h 
remained  his  home  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
His  death  occurred  in  1877.  During  the  war  between 
the  states  he  had  served  in  the  Confederate  army  under 
General  Magruder  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 
Two  of  his  brothers  were  killed  while  serving  as  Con- 
federate soldiers.  His  wife  also  had  one  brother  who 
lost  his  life  while  fighting  for  the  cause  of  the  south. 
Anna  Lewis  Collier  was  born  at  Eome,  Georgia. 

Mr.  AT.  W.  Collier  spent  most  of  the  years  of  his  youth 
at  Waco,  and  completed  his  education  by  graduation 
from  the  Bobinson  high  school,  a  well  known  institution 
of  its  time  and  located  five  miles  south  of  Waco.  When 
he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  in  1883,  Mr.  Collier  rode 
to  Austin  on  horseback  and  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
Texas  State  Eangers.  He  became  a  member  of  Company 
D,  which  was  then  commanded  by  Captain  L.  P.  Sieker. 
The  first  assignment  to  duty  was  on  the  detach  work  at 
the  crossing  of  the  Nueces  Eiver  in  Uvalde  county,  and 
from  that  time  forward  for  a  period  of  four  years  and 
four  months,  he  was  in  active  and  constant  service  as  a 
ranger.  His  duties  often  required  him  to  undertake  long 
journeys  alone,  while  at  other  times  he  was  on  duty  in 
co-operation  with  his  company.  No  finer  body  of  state 
soldiery  has  even  existed  than  the  Texas  State  Eangers, 
and  probably  the  only  organization  of  a  similar  kind 
which  can  be  compared  with  the  Eanger  force  is  that 
of  the  mounted  police  of  western  Canada.  As  Eanger 
Mr.  Collier's  service  extended  all  along  what  was  then 
the  frontier  of  Texas  from  Laredo  west  to  El  Paso,  and 
north  and  east  into  Hamilton  county.  The  period  of  the 
eighties  is  remembered  by  old-timers  and  by  students 
of  Texas  history  as  one  of  the  worst  in  the  "history  of 
the  frontier.  That  was  the  great  era  of  the  range  cattle 
business,  when  the  cowboy  and  his  followers  were  supreme. 


during  which  time  also  the  first  great  railway  pushed  by 
lines  into  the  far  west,  a,nd  brought  with  them  many 
attendant  scenes  of  disorder  and  outlawry. 

On  leaving  the  ranger  service  Mr.  Collier  located  at 
Uvalde,  the  county  seat  of  Uvalde  county,  and  soon 
afterwards  was  elected  to  the  ofiice  of  County  Treasurer. 
Few  men  have  been  honored  more  consecutively  in  public 
oflSce  than  Mr.  Collier.  By  successive  elections  he  held 
the  position  of  county  treasurer  for  twenty  years,  and 
at  his  retirement  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly 
esteemed  public  officials  that  Uvalde  county  had  ever 
had.  In  the  meantime,  in  1890,  he  organized  the  first 
bank  of  Uvalde  county,  known  for  some  time  as  the 
First  National  Bank  o'f  Uvalde.  The  liusiness  of  this 
bank  was  subsequently  liquidated  and  Mr.  Collier  then 
established  a  private  bank,  under  the  name  of  Collier 
&  Company.  This  institution  was  later  merged  into  the 
U-valde  National  Bank  of  which  Mr.  Collier  served  as 
president.  He  continued  in  the  banking  business  in 
Uvalde  until  1907,  at  which  date  he  moved  his  home 
to  San  Antonio,  where  he  has  been  since  a  resident, 
and  also  active  in  banking  and  general  financial  affairs 
of  this  southwest  Texas  metropolis.  He  is  now  active 
vice  president  of  the  State  Bank  &  Trust  Company  of 
San  Antonio,  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  influential 
financial  institutions  of  southwest  Texas. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Collier  is  affiliated  with  the  Masons, 
being  a  Knights  Templar  and  Shriner,  and  past  master 
of  his  lodge  at  Uvalde.  He  is  also  a  past  deputy  grand 
master  of  Texas.  Mr.  Collier  married  Miss  Mattie  Hale, 
who  was  born  in  Milan,  Tennessee.  Their  five  children 
are  George  Pierce,  W.  W.,  Jr.,  Shelley  Hale,  John  Howell 
and  Eleanor  Collier. 

Elisha  Marshall  Pease.  While  his  administration 
through  two  terms  as  governor  of  Texas  during  the  dec- 
ade of  the  fifties  has  placed  the  name  of  Elisha  M. 
Pease  prominently  in  Texas  history,  his  career  was  one 
of  nnich  greater  service  and  variety  of  experience  than 
the  brief  space  usually  assigned  to  a  governor's  official 
term  in  the  ordinary  school  books  on  Texas  history  could 
adequately  describe.  For  one  thing,  it  is  not  generally 
known  that  Governor  Pease  was  in  Texas  and  an  active 
participant  in  the  events  leading  up  to  the  revolution 
and  the  organi7ation  of  the  government  of  the  Eepublic 
in  1835-36.  His  service  as  provisional  governor  of  Texas 
after  the  Civil  war  was  much  misunderstood  during  the 
existing  turmoil  of  the  state  at  that'  time.  A  brief 
sketch  of  his  life  and  character,  it  is  hardly  necessary 
to  state,  has  a  very  appropriate  place  in  this  publication. 

Elisha  Marshall  Pease  was  born  nt  Enfiold.  C'nnnecti- 
cut,  January  3,  1812,  a  son  of  I.iui.iiii  'rih.iN|isou  and 
Sarah  (Marshall)  Pease.  After  In-  rlnriHun  in  the 
public  schools  of  Enfield  and  an  ni;Mlciiiy  at  Westfield, 
Massachusetts,  he  began  his  career  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen as  clerk  in  a  country  store,  and  his  early  training 
in  accounts  and  his  habits  of  promptness  and  punctuality 
in  business  were  decided  factors  in  his  later  success. 

His  business  duties  sent  him  south  to  New  Orleans  in 
1834.  New  Orleans  was  then  a  center  of  intelligence 
for  all  affairs  concerning  the  Texas  country,  and  Mr. 
Pease,  having  heard  many  glowing  accounts  of  the 
province  west  of  the  Sabine,  determined  to  investigate 
their  truth  and  venture  into  what  was  then  Mexican 
territory.  His  point  of  landing  was  at  Velasco.  and 
thence  he  proceeded  to  the  frontier  settlement  on  the 
Colorado,  locating  at  Mina,  now  the  town  of  Bastrop. 
Colonel  D.  C.  Barrett,  subsequently  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Eepublic,  was  practicing  law  at  Mina,  and 
received  Mr.  Pease  into  his  office  as  a  student.  WhOe 
prosecuting  his  studies,  he  quickly  gained  an  acquaint- 
ance and  established  himself  in  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  and  about  Mina,  and  soon  afterward  his 
clerical  Qualifications  caused  him  to  be  appointed  secre- 
tary of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  jurisdiction  of 
Mina.     That   was   his    first   active   relation   with   public 
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affairs,   which   eontiuued   with   intervals   uutil   the   close 
of  his  long  and  eventful  life. 

The  Texas  revolution  actually  began  in  1835,  and 
Elisha  M.  Pease  was  present  at  the  first  skirmish  between 
the  Texan  patriots  and  the  Mexican  authorities  at  Gon- 
zales, which  preceded  the  siege  and  capture  of  San 
Antonio  and  all  the  notable  events  which  followed  in 
its  train.  Soon  afterwards  Mr.  Pease  was  made  secretary 
of  the  council  of  the  Provisional  government,  and  held 
that  position  until  the  inception  of  the  government  ad 
interim  in  March,  1836.  While  Mr.  Pease  was  not  a 
member  of  the  convention  which  declared  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas  and  formulated  the  first  constitution  for 
the  republic,  his  abilities  were  so  pronounced  and  his 
aid  ^nd  skill  in  both  the  detailed  and  the  comprehensive 
working  out  of  the  plans  of  government  were  so  invalu- 
able that  he  was  called  in  to  assist  in  a  very  material 
way  in  framing  the  ordinances  for  the  new  government, 
and  did  much  more  towards  drawing  up  and  perfecting 
that  instrument  than  many  of  those  who  actually  sat  in 
the  convention  as   delegates. 

During  the  summer  of  1836,  after  independence  had 
been  won.  Governor  Pease  served  successively  as  chief 
clerk  of  the  na%-y  and  treasury  departments,  and  for 
some  time  acted  "as  secretary  of  the  treasury  after  the 
death  of  Secretary  Hardeman.  In  November,  1836,  came 
his  appointment  as  clerk  of  the  judiciary  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  in  that  capacity  he 
drafted  the  laws  creating  and  defining  the  duties  of  the 
various  county  oificers.  At  the  close  of  the  first  session 
of  Congress,  in  December,  1836,  President  Houston 
offered  him  the  portfolio  of  postmaster  general,  a  high 
honor  which  he  felt  obliged  to  decline,  since  it  was  his 
desire  to  continue  the  study  of  law  and  enter  active 
practice.  His  law  studies  were  accordingly  resumed  in 
the  office  of  Col.  John  J.  Wharton  at  Brazoria,  and  in 
April,  1837,  Mr.  Pease  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the 
Eepublie  at  the  old  town  of  Washington  on  the  Brazos. 
An  appointment  as  comptroller  of  public  accounts  gave 
him  official  duties  which  he  resigned  in  the  following 
December  and  returned  to  Brazoria,  where  he  took  up 
the  active  practice  of  law  in  co-partnership  with  Col. 
John  Wharton.  In  1838  John  W.  Harris  liecame  asso- 
ciated with  them,  and  after  the  death  of  Col.  Wharton 
the  firm  of  Harris  &  Pease  continued  for  many  years 
and  as  advocate  and  counselors  probably  no  firm  at  the 
time  ranked  higher  and  had  a  better  record  of  success 
than  this. 

While  a  successful  career  as  a  lawyer  was  adding  to 
his  fame,  Governor  Pease  was  seldom  without  some  offi- 
cial vocation.  He  served  as  district  attorney  for  a  term 
and  after  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union  in  1846 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  first  legislature  from 
Brazoria  county.  In  the  following  session,  which  had 
a  great  burden  of  duties,  Mr.  Pease  had  a  prominent 
part  and  was  author  of  the  law  regulating  proceedings 
in  District  courts  and  of  many  other  notable  measures 
of  the  session.  Ee-elected  to  the  house  for  the  second 
legislature-  he  became  chairman  of  the  .iudiciary  com- 
mittee, and  originated  the  probate  laws  of  Texas  in 
1848.  In  the  third  legislature  he  sat  in  the  senate,  to 
which  he  was  elected  in  1850,  and  served  during  the 
regular  session,  but  was  absent  from  the  state  when 
Governor  Bell  convened  an  extra  session,  and  at  that 
time  he  resigned  and  terminated  his  legislative  service. 

In  1853  the  people  of  Texas  elected  Elisha  M.  Pease 
as  their  governor,  and  he  was  re-elected  in  1855.  Those 
two  administrations  are  characterized  in  the  history  of 
the  early  state  as  one  of  great  prosperity,  governmental 
economy,  the  promotion  of  much  wise  legislation  whose 
fruits  are  stiU  bearing  in  the  state.  The  revolutionary 
debt  was  finally  cancelled,  a  school  fund  of  two  million  dol- 
lars was  created,  and  alternate  sections  of  lands  granted  to 
railroads  under  oW  charters  were  set  apart  for  the  benefit 
of  public  schools;  the  lunatic  asylum,  orphan  asylum, 
institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind  were  estab- 


lished and  ample  grants  of  land  made  for  their  support. 
A  notable  provision  of  his  term  as  governor  was  the 
setting  aside  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  provide 
for  the  state  university.  All  these  measures  and  reforms 
were  recommended  b.v  Governor  Pease  and  were  carried 
out  largely  through  his  active  influence  and  leadership. 
While  so  much  was  done  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the 
later  educational  and  charitable  institutions  and  in  other 
progressive  ways,  the  cost  of  the  goverment  administra- 
tion was  remarkable  for  its  economy.  The  expenses  of 
the  various  state  departments  aggregated  less  than  the 
amount  of  revenue  derived  from  taxation,  and  at  the 
end  of  Governor  Pease's  second  administration  Texas 
was  free  from  debt.  Perhaps  no  governor  of  the  time 
showed  a  more  watchful  interest  in  behalf  of  the  people 
of  the  state  and  more  closely  safeguarded  the  future 
welfare  than  Governor  Pease.  An  illustration  of  this  is 
seen  in  his  rejection  of  the  attempted  deposit  of  the 
spurious  Pacific  railroad  bonds,  which  would  have  con- 
stituted an  onerous  burden  upon  the  people  for  many 
years  to  come.  In  other  ways  he  saved  the  state  large 
sums  of  money. 

Governor  Pease  always  acted  with  the  Democratic 
party  until  the  policy  of  secession  drove  him  out  of  its 
ranks  in  1861.  In  his  opinion,  nothing  in  the  situation 
of  affairs  justified  the  secession  movement,  and  it  was 
viewed  by  him  as  opening  a  sure  path  to  disaster  and 
humiliation.  Though  opposing  secession  and  occupying 
much  the  same  high  ground  as  Sam  Houston,  Governor 
Pease  continued  a  resident  of  Texas  throughout  the  war, 
but  was  not  active  in  public  affairs.  After  its  close 
he  subsequently  was  affiliated  for  the  greater  jiart  with 
the  Republican  party.  In  1867  came  his  appointment 
as  provisional  governor  of  the  state  by  the  military 
authorities,  an  office  which  he  held  until  1869.  His  resigna- 
tion at  the  latter  date  was  the  result  of  the  difference 
of  opinion  between  him  and  the  commander  of  the  dis- 
trict in  regard  to  the  re  organization  of  the  state  govern- 
ment. A  few  years  later,  in  1872,  Governor  Pease 
represented  Texas  in  the  convention  at  Cincinnati  which 
nominated  Horace  Greeley  for  president.  In  1874  the 
office  of  collector  of  the  port  of  Galveston  was  offered 
him  by  Secretary  Bristow  under  the  Grant  administra- 
tion, but  was  declined;  however,  in  1879,  he  accepted 
the  same  position  when  it  was  tendered  him  by  President 
Hayes,  and  his  official  administration  as  collector  of  the 
Galveston  port  was  his  last  public  service.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Austin, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  its  management  as  vice 
president  until  his  death. 

G.  W.  Pease  died  at  Lampasas  on  August  26,  1883. 
There  survives  him  one  daughter,  Julia  M.  Pease,  who 
lives  in  the  old  homestead  in  Austin. 

Governor  Pease  had  intellectual  talents  of  a  high 
order.  JIuch  of  his  success,  especially  in  the  law,  was 
due  to  his  ready  perception  of  the  basic  principles  and 
the  gist  of  any  proposition.  An  ability  to  act  in  accord- 
ance with  the  promptings  of  his  sound  judgment  was 
also  an  important  element  in  his  public  life.  While 
defferential  to  the  opinions  of  others,  and  in  affairs  of 
state  often  submitting  his  course  of  action  to  a  council 
of  advisers.  Governor  Pease  was  noted  for  his  independ- 
ence and  his  course  of  action  was  usually  his  own,  and 
not  the  product  of  the  judgment  of  others.  As  a  lawyer, 
these  qualities  naturally  made  him  a  safe  counselor.  His 
conclusions  were  the  result  of  a  deep  and  patient  search 
for  truth,  sustained  by  a  calm,  impartial  and  discriminat- 
ing mind,  and  his  views,  once  formulated,  were  maintained 
with  honesty  and  candor  to  the  end.  It  is  said  that  few 
lawyers  of  his  time  were  more  expert  in  determining  the 
merit  of  a  case  upon  proper  statement  of  the  facts,  and 
he  would  never  advise  fruitless  or  doubtful  litigation, 
but  made  it  a  rule  to  instruct  his  clients  to  accept  a  bad 
compromise  rather  than  a  successful  suit  without  prac- 
tical advantage. 

His  briefs  were  clear,  fair  and  logical,  and  revealed  a 
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cli  which  placed  to  his  advantage  every 
legal  resource.  However,  it  was  noteworthy  that  he 
would  never  seek  nor  accept  any  undue  or  unfair  ad- 
vantage over  his  opponent.  Chief  Justice  Wheeler  once 
said  that  the  statement  of  the  facts  in  his  briefs  were 
always  so  lucid  and  just  that  he  could  rely  upon  them 
without  reference  to  the  record. 

He  was  honest  and  steadfast  in  his  political  convic- 
tions. In  private  and  social  life  Governor  Pease  was  con- 
genial, generous  and  kind-hearted,  and  his  home  was 
the  seat  of  a  flowing  and  generous  hospitality. 

Governor  Pease  was  married  in  1S50  to  Miss  L.  C. 
Niles  of  Windsor,  Connecticut.  After  his  death  she 
maintained  at  her  home  near  Austin  the  hospitality 
which  during  his  lifetime  had  welcomed  friends  to  a 
generous  board.  In  conclusion,  it  can  be  said  that  Gov- 
ernor Pease  in  all  the  relations  of  his  long  life  made  the 
Golden  Rule  his  motto.  He  was  a  model  husband,  father 
and  friend,  and  above  all  an  honest  man  and  a  true 
patriot.  The  record  of  his  public  services  form  some 
of  the  brightest  pages  of  Texas  history,  and  it  is  not 
one  to  be  soon  forgotten  and  in  succeeding  generations 
is  likely  to  receive  even  truer  and  better  appreciation 
than  it  has  in  the  past. 

Simon  J.  Claek,  M.  D.  Among  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  fraternity  who  are  rapidly  winning 
their  way  upward  to  positions  of  eminence  in  their  chosen 
calling,  few  have  gained  the  distinction  already  attained 
by  Dr.  Simon  J.  Clark,  already  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  specialists  in  the 
state.  He  was  born  July  21,  1882,  at  Titusville,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Nesbit) 
Clark,  both  of  whom  are  now  residents  of  Nocona,  Texas, 
to  which  point  they  came  from  the  East  in  1890.  Wil- 
liam Clark,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness and  is  known  as  one  of  his  adopted  community's 
substantial  citizens,  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War, 
through  which  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Second 
Regiment,  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Although  born  in  the  East,  Doctor  Clark  is  by  nurture 
and  training  a  son  of  the  Southwest,  for  he  was  but 
three  years  of  age  when  he  was  brought  to  Texas  by  his 
parents  and  here  he  grew  to  sturdy  and  self-reliant  man- 
hood. His  early  education  was  secured  in  the  graded 
and  high  schools  of  Nocona,  Texas,  following  which  he 
prepared  for  his  medical  career,  for  which  he  had  shown 
a  natural  inclination  from  boyhood.  After  his  gradua- 
tion from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Texas,  in  1907,  he  spent  two  and  one-half  years  in  the 
Manhattan  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital,  at 
New  York  City,  and  for  one  year  thereafter  was  asso- 
ciated with  Doctors  Wood  and  Alport,  of  Chicago,  the 
former  being  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  greatest  eye 
specialists  to  be  found  in  the  world.  Doctor  Clark  estab- 
lished himself  in  practice  at  Austin  in  1912,  and  this  city 
has  since  been  the  field  of  his  labors  and  the  scene  of  his 
many  successes,  and  he  has  rapidly  advanced  towards 
the  ieaders  in  his  special  line.  Indeed,  it  is  claimed  that 
at  this  time  he  controls  the  largest  professional  business 
of  any  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  specialist  in  the  city, 
although  Doctor  Clark  is  a  very  modest  and  unassuming 
man  and  prefers  to  let  his  accomplishments  speak  for 
themselves.  However,  his  many  friends  are  confident  in 
their  assertions  that  if  past  achievements  may  be  taken 
as  a  criterion  of  future  performances  his  name  will  be 
known  not  alone  locally,  but  nationally.  He  continues 
to  be  a  constant  and  assiduous  student,  attendino- lectures. 
subscribing  to  the  best  literature  of  the  profession,  and 
being  an  active  and  interested  member  of  the  Austin 
Medical  Society,  the  Texas  State  Medical  Society  and 
the  American  Medical  Association.  He  maintains  offices 
at  No.  402  Scarborough  Building. 

Doctor  Clark  is  unmarried.  He  is  popular  in  social 
circles  of  the  city,  belonging  to  the  Austin  Rotary  Club, 
and  is  also  a  valued  member  of  the  Masons,  Austin  Lodge 


No.  12.  His  religious  connection  is  with  the  Presby- 
terian church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  has  taken  an 
active  interest.  His  home  is  located  at  No.  205  East 
Ninth  street.  Although  Doctor  Clark's  practice  has 
been  oi  such  a  nature  as  to  preclude  the  idea  of  his 
entering  actively  into  public  matters,  he  has  ever  shown 
a  commendable  public  spirit  and  has  assisted  in  move- 
ments which  have  made  for  the  betterment  of  the  com- 
munity, thus  showing  himself  one  of  Austin's  helpful 
citizens. 

Dee  Davls.  Mr.  Davis  is  sheriff  and  tax  collector  of 
one  of  the  most  orderly  counties  of  Texas.  He  was 
reared  on  a  ranch  in  Sterling  county,  and  has  been 
known  to  the  citizenship  of  this  section  for  a  number  of 
years  as  a  progressive  and  capable  young  citizen. 

Dee  Davis  was  born  October  23,  1885,  in  McLennan 
county,  Texas,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Fannie  E.  Davis, 
now  of  Sterling  City,  where  his  father,  who  has  been 
a  successful  ranchman,  is  now  engaged  in  the  loan  busi- 
ness. He  came  from  Missouri  to  Texas,  settling  in 
McLennan  county,  and  there  are  several  families  of  the 
Davis  name  in  Missouri,  where  Grandfather  Davis  was  a 
slaveholder  before  the  war,  and  the  result  of  that  con- 
flict impoverished  him  as  it  did  so  many  other  southern 
planters. 

The  third  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  Dee  Davis 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Sterling  City, 
where  he  has  been  a  resident  since  childhood.  After 
graduating  from  the  high  school  he  took  up  work  as  a 
cowbo.y  on  a  ranch,  and  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
chief  industry  of  West  Texas.  For  three  years  he  served 
as  deputy  to  Sheriff  John  B.  Ayers,  ami  in  November, 
1912,  was  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  and  tax  col- 
lector, his  candidacy  having  received  the  approval  of 
the  people  not  only  because  of  his  personal  popularity, 
but  because  of  his  previous  excellent  record  as  deputy. 
He  gave  bond  and  took  charge  of  the  office  on  November 
18,  1912.  Since  he  took  charge,  as  one  of  the  duties 
of  his  office,  of  the  county  .jail,  only  three  prisoners  have 
been  confined  in  that  structure,  two  Mexicans  and  one 
white  man.  There  has  never  been  a  murder  in  Sterling 
county  since  its  organization  in  1892.  These  facts  show 
the  high  character  of  the  citizenship  of  this  locality. 

Mr.  Davis  has  always  been  a  stanch  Democrat,  and 
has  been  one  of  the  interested  workers  for  party  welfare 
since  he  was  able  to  cast  his  first  vote.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  Masonic  order  and  has  taken  the  Royal  Arch 
degrees. 


Benjamin  F.  Bellows.  Thirty-seven  years  a  resi- 
dent of  Texas,  Mr.  Bellows  has  enjoyed  prosperity  as  a 
business  man  in  this  state,  and  is  one  of  the  men  who 
has  helped  develop  the  southwest  county.  As  a  young 
man  he  lived  in  the  northeastern  states  and  is  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war. 

Benjamin  F.  Bellows  was  born  at  Granville.  New  York, 
.Tune  20,  1844,  a  son  of  Levi  D.  and  Hannah  M.  Bellows. 
He  resided  in  New  York  state  most  of  his  years  up  to 
1876,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Texas.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  in  the  schools  of  his  native  state,  finishing  in 
the  high  school  at  Troy,  and  on  leaving  school  he  took 
up  the  carpenter  and  builders  trade.  That  was  his 
regular  occupation  until  he  left  New  York.  During  the 
sixties  he  went  to  Massachusetts  to  take  up  some  work 
there,  and  while  in  that  state  enlisted  in  the  army  and 
spent  two  years  as  a  soldier  of  the  Union.  After  the 
war  he  returned  to  New  York  and  in  1876  came  to  the 
southwest  and  located  in  Bandera  county,  which  con- 
tinued to  be  his  home  for  about  twenty  years.  During 
that  time  he  was  engaged  principally  in  the  sheep  busi- 
ness, and  is  one  of  the  pioneer  sheep  men  of  the  county 
which  was  then,  as  well  as  now,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
noted  for  its  great  sheep  herds.  In  Bandera  county 
Atv.  Bellows  built  a  little  town  of  Medina.  He  was 
a  pioneer  in  enterprise  in  this  locality,  and  erected  the 
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first  cotton  gin  in  Bandera  county,  and  brought  in 
the  first  steam  engine  operated  witbin  the  limits  of  that 
county.  Finall.y  ill  health  and  overwork  compelled  him 
to  sell  out  all  "his  holdings  there,  after  which  he  spent 
a  time  in  travel  for  recuperation,  and  finally  located  at 
Sonora  in  Sutton  county.  Here  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business,  carrying  a  complete  line 
of  building  material,  and  having  an  extensive  retail 
business  throughout  this  section  of  the  state.  Mr.  Bel- 
lows in  line  with  his  early  occupation,  also  follows  con- 
tracting and  building.  It  is  said  that  he  has  erected 
more  than  one-half  of  all  the  buildings  in  Sonora  and 
vicinity. 

Mr.  Bellows  was  married  at  Woburn,  Massachusetts, 
October,  1867,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Powle,  daughter  of 
Luke  Fowle  and  wife  of  Woburn.  Tour  children  have 
been  born  to  their  union,  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
namely:  May  and  Warren,  both  now  deceased;  Hattie 
M.,  wife  of  J.  J.  North,  a  resident  of  Sonora;  and  Albert 
P.,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Sonora.  Mrs.  Bellows 
is  an  active  worker  in  the  Baptist  church  and  her  hus- 
band is  a  liberal  contributor  to  all  religious  and  benevo- 
lent enterprises.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Blue  Lodge  aud 
Chapter  of  Masonry,  and  is  a  member  and  at  one  time 
was  president  of  the  Sonora  business  men 's  club.  He 
and  his  wife  are  very  fond  of  travel,  and  he  has  used 
a  portion  of  the  competence  gained  by  his  many  years  of 
business  and  industry  in  traveling  throughout  the  state 
and  enjoying  the  pleasures  of  all  the  noted  resorts. 

Edwin  E.  Sawyer.  A  resident  of  Sonora,  Mr.  Saw- 
yer's interests  are  so  extensive  in  banking  and  general 
financial  circles  that  he  is  actually  identified  with  some 
four  or  five  towns  and  cities-  of  western  Texas.  He 
has  had  an  unusually  successful  career.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  he  began  for  himself  in  farm  labor,  a  few 
years  later  obtained  a  position  in  a  shoe  factory,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  came  to  Texas  and  engaged 
in  the  cattle  business,  which  was  the  foundation  for  his 
present  large  and  generous  prosperity. 

Edwin  E.  Sawyer  is  a  native  of  the  state  of  Maine, 
and  all  his  people  have  been  New  Englanders.  He  was 
born  at  Stillwater,  May  10,  18.55,  a  son  of  Enos  and 
Frances  Sawyer,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Maine. 
He  received  a  good  common  school  education  in  the  pub- 
lie  schools  of  his  native  state  and  then  started  in  the 
meat  and  poultry  business  in  his  native  state,  at  Still- 
water, but  this  venture  resulted  in  his  financial  ruin 
and  prompted  him  to  come  to  Texas,  where  he  arrived 
in  .Tanuary,  1877.  He  first  located  in  Bandera  county, 
where  he  lived  for  about  ten  years,  and  was  actively 
connected  with  the  stock  and  ranching  industry.  He 
next  transferred  liis  operations  to  Kerr  county,  where 
he  continued  as  a  rancher  for  about  eight  years,  and 
then  in  1896  came  to  Sutton  county  and  bought  the  Fort 
Terrett  Ranch.  After  more  than  thirty  years  of  enter- 
prise as  a  rancher  and  stock  farmer,  he  sold  out  his 
interests  in  that  business  in  1909.  He  is  still  the  owner, 
however,  of  a  large  amount  of  real  estate  property,  in 
different  sections  of  the  state. 

In  banking  affairs,  Mr.  Sawyer  has  been  particularly 
prominent  for  some  years.  In  1911  he  bought  an  inter- 
est in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Del  Rio,  and  has  been 
its  president  since  that  time.  He  is  also  a  ^tock  holder 
and  director  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Sonora,  is 
one  of  the  organizers  and  stock  holders  of  the  Commer- 
cial National  Bank  of  El  Paso;  was  one  of  the  original 
promoters  and  is  now  a  stock  holder  in  the  Oit'zens  Bank 
and  Trust  Coninany  of  San  Antonio;  and  nlfo  o"-,is  a 
large  share  of  the  stock  in  the  Del  Rio  Bank  and  Trust 
Company. 

]\Tr.  Sawyer  has  been  twice  married.  He  was  married 
at  Fort  Terrett  to  Miss  Certrude  Brown,  who  died  in 
1907  at  the  asre  of  twenty-seven.  At  M:ixt5eld.  Maine,  in 
September,  1012,  Mr.  Sawver  married  Miss  Mae  Clough, 
a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Clough  of  Newport,  "Ver- 


mont. Mr.  Sawyer  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
aud  the  Elks,  and  has  no  regular  membership  in  church, 
but  gives  his  support  to  all  denominations  alike.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  independent.  For  his  diversions  he  finds  much 
pleasure  in  fishing,  and  is  the  owner  of  automobiles 
both  for  business  and  pleasure.  Mr.  Sawyer  believes 
that  for  stock  raising  and  for  modern  stock  farming 
western  Texas  stands  above  any  other  section  of  country 
in  the  United  States,  and  in  addition  to  this  possible 
feature  of  the  country,  it  possesses  an  almost  ynequal 
climate. 

CuFFOED  E.  Heffler.  Among  the  active  and  pro- 
gressive business  men  of  the  city  of  El  Paso,  Clifford 
K.  Heffler  holds  a  prominent  place.  Starting  out  to  earn 
his  own  living  wheu  he  was  only  a  lioy  he  has  steadily 
forged  to  the  front,  gathering  experience  and  profiting 
by  this  experience  as  he  went  along.  He  has  lived  in 
many  parts  of  the  world  and  as  a  member  of  the  United 
States  hospital  corps  he  had  the  inestimable  benefit  of 
service  in  foreign  countries  and  of  contact  with  men 
of  many  kinds.  All  of  which  gave  him  a  broad  view  of 
the  world  and  his  popularity  in  El  Paso  is  due  rather 
to  his  geniality  and  splendid  character  than  to  his  busi- 
ness success. 

Clifford  E.  Heffler  was  born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
on  the  8th  of  June,  1872.     His  father  is  Captain  Edward 
Heffler,   who   has   been   in   the   service   of   the   Canadian 
government  for  thirty  years.    He  has  been  in  the  revenue 
service  and  is  a  well  known  resident  of  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  where  he  and  his  wife,  Annie  Heffler,  have  lived    . 
for  many  years.     Clifford  E.  Heifler  received  his  educa-    I 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  for   i 
a  time  being  a  student  at  one  of  the  city  high  schools.  1 
He  had  to  leave  school  at  the  age  of  fourteen  and  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Maverick  Drug  Company,  of 
Boston.     He  rose  steadily  in  the  estimation  of  his  em- 
ployees and  made  a  remarkable  success  for  a  young  boy, 
for  he  was  at  one  time  manager  of  one  of  their  branch     I 
stores.      He   remained   in   the   employ   of   this   drug   com-     I 
pany  for  about  six  years  and  although  the  future  held    j 
out  bright   prospects   for  him,  he  determined  to  go  into     i 
the   hospital   service.      He   enlisted   when   he   was   about 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  in  the  Massachusetts  Hospital 
Corps   and   served   through   the   Spanish   American   war, 
being  detailed  for  duty  in  the  Philippines.     When  he  was 
mustered  out  of  the  volunteer  service,  the  interest  and 
fascination   of  the   service  had  taken   so   strong   a   hold 
that   he   enlisted   in   the   regular   hospital    corps   of   the 
ITnited  States  army,  and  served  about  two  and  a  half    i 
years.     Part  of  this  time  he  was  stationed  in  the  "land     j 
of  dopy  dreams,"  and  upon  leaving  the  islands  he  went    j 
to   China   where   he   served    until   he   was    discharged    on     j 
account    of   disabilit.y,   his   long   service    in   the   tropical 
countries  having  been  too  much  for  his  constitution.     He 
then    went   to    Fort    Huchucha   and   remained    for   about 
six  months  in  the  attempt  to  regain  his  health. 

He  returned  to  Boston,  as  yet  far  from  well  and 
started  on  the  road  as  a  traveling  salesman.  He  was 
thus  engaged  for  about  a  year  when  his  health  again 
began  to  fail  and  he  came  west  again,  this  time  settling 
in  El  Paso.  Here  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  elec- 
tric light  company  and  worked  for  this  concern  for  a 
year  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  went  into  business  for 
himself.  He  established  an  electric  supply  business  and 
carries  a  full  line  of  electric  supplies  and  fixtures,  and  ] 
he  has  a  large  and  growing  patronage.  He  is  also  en- 
gaged in  the  contracting  and  manufacturing  of  elec- 
tric fixtures  and  does  a  general  wholesale  and  retail 
business,  his  trade  extending  all  through  western  Texas, 
New  Mexico  and  Arizona.  He  has  also  erected  and  sold 
many  houses  in  the  city  and  always  has  several  for  sale. 
Although  his  years  in  flie  army  almost  ruined  his  health, 
Mr.  Heffler  considers  them  the  most  valuable  perhaps 
that  he  has  spent,  for  it  was  then  that  he  learned  self 
reliance  and  dependence  on  his  own  judgment.     One  of 
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bis  most  striking  characteristics  is  his  confidence  in  him- 
self, not  that  he  is  aggressively  so,  but  no  matter  how 
large  the  task  if  in  his  judgment  it  is  possible  of 
accomplishment  he  does  not  hesitate  about  starting  out 
to  accomplish.  He  has  had  many  obstacles  to  overcome 
since  locating  in  El  Paso  and  this  quality  is  what  has 
carried  him  through.  This  spirit  which  he  carries  into 
his  business  relations  makes  him  a  valuable  man  in 
public  matters  and  since  he  is  always  interested  in  every 
movement  for  the  public  good,  he  holds  a  prominent 
place  in  the  life  of  the  city. 

'  Mr.  Heffler  is  a  communicant  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal church,  and  in  political  aflSliations  he  is  independent. 
He  takes  no  active  part  although  he  is  keenly  interested 
in  local  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  and  also  belongs  to  the  Sons  of 
Jove  and  to  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Canadian  Club  of  El  Paso  and  is  one  of  the 
present  officers. 

Clifford  HefBer  was  married  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
in  1899,  to  Nellie  McLennan,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edward  McLennan,  of  Halifax.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heffler 
have  three  children,  as  follows:  Clifford  E.,  Jr.,  Norma 
L.   and  Gerald. 

Mr.  Heffler  says  that  he  came  to  El  Paso  a  sick 
man  and  that  he  has  not  only  fully  recovered  his  health 
but  has  also  established  a  prosperous  and  lucrative  busi- 
ness and  that  in  his  opinion  El  Paso  and  western  Texas 
is  destined  for  continued  prosperity  in  the  years  to  come. 

Db.  Newt  Long.  Among  the  successful  physicians  of 
Sweetwater,  Texas,  Dr.  Newt  Long  takes  a  high  rank. 
He  is  one  of  those  men  who  is  never  content  with  what 
he  has  accomplished  but  feels  that  he  must  do  yet  more. 
Progressive  and  up-to-date,  the  doctor  never  lets  an 
opportunity  for  further  study  and  research  along  the 
lines  of  his  profession  slip  by,  and  as  a  result  he  is 
able  to  offer  to  the  people  of  Sweetwater  medical  serv- 
ice of  the  highest  order.  His  wide  personal  pojii'h'ritv 
proves  that  he  is  a  man  as  well  as  a  physician,  and  he 
is  one  of  the  citizens  whom  Sweetwater  is  proud  to  claim. 

Dr.  Long  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  coming  from 
some  of  the  old  Southern  families,  his  ancestors  having 
been  large  slave-owners  before  the  war.  He  was  born 
on  the  28th  of  February,  1869,  at  Marquez,  Texas,  the 
son  of  William  C.  Long  and  Elizabeth  Long.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  Alabama  who  settled  in  Marquez  in  the 
early  days  of  Texas,  about  1847.  He  entered  the  Con- 
federate service  with  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  was  wounded  in  one  of  the  engagements.  He  con- 
tinued liis  ImsiiK'ss.  \\liifli  was  that  of  a  merchant,  in 
Marqiicy  .'iftcr  llic  r\r~i,'  ,,!'  the  war  and  there  made  his 
home  iiiilil  Is'.k;  w  lun  lir  lonioved  to  Santa  Anna.  He 
retired  froiii  mtiM'  l^isiiii-ss  after  a  time  and  died  on 
April  18,  1902.  II^s  wife  was  born  in  Texas,  a  daughter 
of  William  M.  Vann  of  Nacogdoches,  Texas.  Her  father 
was  an  early  settler  of  the  state.  Mrs.  Long  died  in 
Ipnfi,  on  the  9th  of  March.  Nine  children  were  born 
to  William  Long  and  his  wife,  four  boys  and  five  girls 
and  the  doctor  was  the  youngest  of  these. 

Dr.  Long  received  his  early  education  in  the  grammar 
and  high  schools  of  Texas.  Then  having  determined 
to  become  a  physician  he  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  TJniversitv  of  Texas,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  189G  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  has 
since  studied  further,  taking  a  degree  from  the  Post- 
Graduate  Medical  College  in  Chicago  on  April  1.5.  1905, 
and  being  graduated  from  a  course  in  the  Chicago 
Polyclinic  on  March  15,  1907.  After  his  graduation 
from  the  state  university  Dr.  Long  began  to  practice 
his  profession  in  Santa  Anna,  Texas.  He  opened  his 
office  on  February  1,  1897,  and  practiced  in  this  city 
until  October  in,  1910.  He  then  removed  to  Sweet- 
water where  he  has  resided  ever  since.  He  has  built  up 
a  flourishing  practice  in  this  city,  being  both  a  physician 
and  surgeon,  and  his  services  are  in  constant  demand. 


In  politics  Dr.  Long  is  and  has  always  been  a  member 
of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  active  in  fraternal 
affairs,  being  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  and  belonging  to  the  Commandery.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
and  is  Exalted  Euler  of  the  local  lodge.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  to  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Commercial 
Club  and  is  deeply  interested  in  all  civic  questions.  In 
his  religious  affiliations  the  doctor  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church  and  he  is  an  elder  in  this  congregation. 

On  September  13,  1893,  Dr.  Long  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Ida  Spencer,  of  Marquez,  Texas.  Her 
father  was  an  ex-Confederate  soldier  and  had  been 
through  the  entire  war.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Long  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  three  daughters,  Gladys,  Leah  and 
Adriene.  They  are  all  in  school  and  their  ages  are 
fourteen,  twelve  and  ten  respectively. 

J.  D.  Carroll.  One  of  the  pioneer  citiiens  and  busi- 
ness men  of  Quanah  is  J.  D.  Carroll.  Mr.  Carroll  was 
at  one  time  a  young  man  dependent  upon  the  labor  of 
his  hands  and  his  native  intelligence  to  give  him  his 
living  and  his  start  in  the  world.  Many  months  of  his 
earlier  career  were  spent  in  work  at  fifty  cents  a  day. 
He  had  a  long  training  both  in  farm  work  and  in 
clerking  in  a  store.  Through  this  varied  experience  he 
has  come  up  until  for  a  number  of  years  he  has  been 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  influential  and  most 
provperous  business  men  of  Quanah. 

J.  n.  Carroll  was  born  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  Henry 
i-oinity.  in  Drcomber,  1852,  the  first  of  two  children  born 
to  i:iii'ii  ;iihl  i:iizabeth  (Harrison)  Carroll,  both  natives 
of  (Mill -I.).  Till'  father,  who  was  a  planter,  enlisted  and 
siTM'd  in  the  Mexican  war  of  1S40,  and  thus  was  one 
of  the  early  residents  of  Tcx;is  li:i\in-  remained  a  short 
time  in  the  State  about  tlir  tiii;r  mI  the  war.  He 
returned  to  Georgia,  wherr  In'  iluJ  :ii  a  comparatively' 
early  age  in  1856.  The  uintlu'r  w.-is  odmsated  and  mar- 
ried in  Georgia,  and  died  in  Coisicana,  Texas,  May  5, 
1910,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven. 

As  a  boy  J.  D.  Carroll  attended  schools  in  Georgia, 
and  his  first  regular  employment  was  on  a  farm.  He 
worked  in  a  store  in  Mississippi  for  eighteen  months, 
and  then  came  to  Texas,  and  after  spending  a  while  in 
different  portions  of  the  State,  located  in  Freestone 
county  in  1S72.  Froostniie  ■'onnty  at  that  time  was 
sp;ii-('ly  Milled,  aii.l  lie  aiiiMMl  in  time  to  take  part  in 
its  |iMiiMMT  im'ikmI.  Hi'  wdiki'.l  (in  a  farm  for  one  year, 
an. I  tlii'ii  was  ,.ni]il(.y,.d  in  a  stnro.  In  1889  Mr.  Carroll 
moved  ont  tn  Quanah,  about  three  years  after  the  rail- 
road was  Iniilt  through  the  town,  and  was  thus  one  of 
the  first  business  men  to  locate  in  the  little  village.  He 
established  the  first  stock  of  hardware  in  Quanah,  and 
from  that  original  enterprise  has  developed  a  large  and 
very  important  business,  with  a  trade  throughout  this 
section  of  Texas.  In  1893  the  business  was  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  Stittler  &  Carroll  Implement  Com- 
pany. The  firm  owns  the  buildings  in  which  the  business 
is  conducted  and  eight  clerks  are  employed  in  attending 
to  the  trade.  Mr.  Carroll  is  also  a  director  in  hardware 
companies  in  Hardeman  and  Foard  counties,  and  one 
of  the  directors  in  the  Texas  Hardware  and  Implement 
Association.  As  a  citizen  Mr.  Carroll  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  city  council  of  Quanah  and  is  a  loyal 
Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  On 
December  24,  1878,  in  Navarro  county,  he  married  Miss 
Bettie  Burelson,  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  .Julia  Burel- 
son,  old  residents  of  Texas,  and  now  deceased.  The 
five  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carroll  are:  Mrs.  Belle 
O'Dell,  born  in  Freestone  county,  now  a  resident  of 
New  Mexico,  and  the  mother  of  two  children;  Homer 
Carroll,  born  in  Corsicana,  Texas,  and  secretary  of  the 
Carroll  Company;  Jennie  B.  Carroll,  born  at  Quanah; 
J.  D.  Carroll,  Jr.,  born  at  Quanah;  Dorris  Carroll,  born 
at  Quanah. 
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EoiiEKT  A.  Whitlock.  Among  the  most  poi^iilar  busi- 
ness men  in  the  city  of  El  Paso,  Texas,  is  to  be  found 
Eoliert  A.  Whitlock,  the  well  known  lumberman.  He  has 
resided  in  El  Paso  for  ten  years  or  so  and  during  this 
time  has  succeeded  not  only  in  building  up  a  fine  busi- 
ness but  also  in  making  myriads  of  friends.  He  is  vice 
president  and  manager  of  one  of  the  largest  lumber 
concerns  in  this  section  of  the  country,  and  it  is  due  in 
no  small  measure  to  his  practical  business  ability  and 
unlimited  energy  that  the  business  has  attained  its 
present  size. 

Eobert  A.  Whitlock  was  born  in  Alleghany  City,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  28th  of  May,  1872.  He  did  not  grow 
up  in  the  Keystone  state,  however,  for  when  he  was  only 
two  years  of  age  his  parents  moved  to  Indiana.  Here 
he  spent  his  childhood  and  he  well  remembers  the  date, 
the  23rd  of  October,  1883,  when  his  father  and  mother 
left  Indiana  for  their  new  home  in  Nevada,  Jlissouri. 
Here  he  received  his  education  attending  the  grammar 
and  high  schools,  and  after  finishing  the  courses  herein 
offered  he  was  ready  to  go  forth  and  play  his  part  in  the 
world.  It  was  in  the  spring  of  1894  that  he  left  home 
to  go  to  St.  Louis  where  he  had  accepted  a  position  of 
a  clerical  nature  in  the  office  of  the  Bogwell  Timber 
Company. 

After  remaining  in  St.  Louis  for  about  three  years  he 
came  south  to  Alexandria,  Louisiana,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  with  the  Tioga  Lumber  Company. 
He  remained  with  this  firm  for  about  two  years,  and 
then  accepted  a  position  with  the  Central  Lumber  Com- 
pany at  Lineecum,  Louisiana.  He  was  with  this  company 
for  a  year  and  then  in  1901  came  to  Texas. 

Upon  first  coming  to  the  state  he  settled  in  Pine  Eidge 
where  he  held  the  position  of  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Pine  Eidge  Lumber  Company.  After  three  years 
spent  in  this  section  of  eastern  Texas,  he  removed  to  El 
Paso  and  in  company  with  C.  S.  Woodworth,  organized 
the  El  Paso  Lumber  Company.  He  is  now  vice  president 
and  manager  of  this  concern,  and  the  business  which 
started  in  a  modest  way  has  grown  to  large  proportions, 
and  still  continues  to  grow.  The  firm  handles  lumber 
of  all  kinds  and  also  deals  in  building  materials.  Mr. 
Whitlock  has  given  all  of  his  life  as  a  business  man  to 
the  lumber  trade  and  no  one  is  better  equipped  than 
he  to  manage  a  large  business  such  as  the  El  Paso  Lum- 
ber Company.  Much  of  the  success  which  the  firm  has 
met  with  has  been  due  to  the  judgment  and  expert 
knowledge  of  the  young  manager. 

In  his  religious  beliefs  Mr.  "Whitlock  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  belongs  to  the  Texas  grand  lodge  of  this 
order.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Hoo  Hoo,  a  lumber- 
men 's  society,  and  his  popularity  and  the  high  esteem 
in  which  he  "is  held  by  his  business  associates  is  clearly 
shown  by  his  record  "as  a  member  of  this  society.  He 
was  appointed  for  western  district  of  Texas  a  vicegerent 
snark  just  ninety  days  after  becoming  a  Hoo  Hoo,  which 
in  itself  is  a  record  unequaled  in  the  history  of  the 
order,  and  he  has  held  this  office  for  five  consecutive 
years,  a  most  unusual  honor,  and  one  seldom  attained 
by  a  man.  Mr.  Whitlock  is  an  active  member  of  the 
chamber  of  commerce.  In  politics  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Republican  party,  but  takes  no  active  part,  other  than 
casting  his  vote  at  election  time.  When  he  resided  in 
eastern  Texas  he  was  connected  with  the  school  board  at 
one  time,  but  his  business  cares  have  been  too  heavy  to 
permit  of  many  other  interests  since  coming  to  El  Paso. 
Mr.  Whitlock  owns  a  fine  automobile  and  is  very  fond 
of  this  form  of  travel  or  sport.  He  thinks  that  this 
section  of  Texas  is  one  of  the  finest  spots  in  the  world, 
and  says  that  a  man  who  is  honest  and  ambitious  and 
willing"  to  work  will  make  no  mistake  in  settling  in  this 
valley  for  the  climate  and  opportunities  are  here. 

At  Lineecum,  Louisiana,  on  the  28th  of  May,  1902, 
Mr.  Whitlock  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Janney  Wood- 
worth,   a   daughter   of  C.   S.   Woodworth   of  that   place. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodworth  now  make  their  home  in  El 
Paso.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Whitlock,  namely,  Fred  Janney  and  Jessie  Jane. 

Wayman  F.  WEIJ.S.  (A  sketch  published  in  1893.) 
In  portraying  the  lives  of  the  pioneers  of  Texas,  the 
heroes  of  San  Jacinto  and  the  first  settlers  of  Bastrop 
and  Travis  counties,  no  name  is  more  worthy  of  mention 
than  that  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  "  In  looking 
over  the  now  thickly  populated  and  finely  cultivated 
country  it  is  difficult  for  one  to  imagine  what  great 
changes  have  taken  place  during  the  active  lifetime  of 
as  early  a  resident  as  Mr.  Wells. 

In  182G  Mr.  Wells,  then  a  lad  of  eleven  years,  accom- 
panied his  father's  family  from  their  home  in  Alabama 
to  this  new  and  wild  country,  at  that  time  belonging  to 
Mexico.  There  were  then  but  few  small  civilized  set- 
tlements in  what  is  now  the  great  State  of  Texas,  one 
of  which  was  situated  in  what  is  now  Fa3-ette  county. 
With  this  last  settlement  the  Wells  family  cast  their 
lot  during  the  first  year.  The  next  year,  however,  they 
pushed  their  way  forward  to  the  frontier,  until  they  came 
to  what  is  now  Bastrop  county,  which  locality  was  then 
principally  inhabited  by  Indians  and  wild  animals,  the 
Weils  family  being  among  the  first  settlers,  the  mother 
and  sisters  of  Mr.  Wells  being  the  first  white  women 
that  had  ever  ventured  as  far  north  on  Texas  soil. 
Amidst  these  surroundings  the  youth  of  Mr.  Wells  was 
passed,  his  time  being  occupied  in  assisting  his  father, 
in  opening  up  the  frontier  farm  and  in  caring  for  the 
stock.  The  farm  was  situated  on  what  has  since  been 
known  as  Wells '  Pyramid,  fifteen  mUes  from  where  the 
city  of  Bastrop  now  stands.  For  some  years  Mr.  Wells' 
life  was  spent  much  like  that  of  other  boys  of  his  age, 
but  in  those  days  boys  matured  to  man 's  estate  early, 
and,  being  the  oldest  son,  many  of  the  cares  of  the  farm 
and  stock  devolved  on  him,  thus  materially  strengthen- 
ing his  independence  and  natural  firmness  of  character. 
This  sort  of  life  continued  without  interruption  until 
the  year  1835,  when  the  oppression  and  tyranny  of  the 
Mexican  government  became  so  strongly  felt  that  the 
settlers  resolved  to  bear  their  burdens  no  longer,  and 
war  was  declared.  Mr.  Wells  was  among  the  first  to 
join  the  army,  which  was  composed  of  as  brave  men  as 
could  be  found  on  the  globe.  On  account  of  his  familiar- 
ity with  the  country  Mr.  Wells  was  selected  by  his  com- 
mander as  a  spy,  and  through  his  efforts  the  army  was 
enabled  to  secure  much  important  information  of  the 
movements  and  number  of  the  enemy.  He  participated 
in  the  celebrated  battles  and  defeats  at  San  Antonio 
and  Goliad,  and  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  Texas  army 
until  its  reorganization  under  General  Sam  Houston, 
when  it  was  resolved  to  make  a  last  resistance.  Accord- 
ingly, on  April  21,  1836,  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  was 
fought,  when  a  little  army  of  783  brave  men,  poorly 
equipped,  scantily  clothed  and  half  starved,  marched  up, 
and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  (eighteen  minutes  says 
Houston  in  his  report),  crushed  to  atoms  an  army  of 
1,500  men,  splendidly  accoutered,  well  fed  and  ably  gen- 
eraled  by  Santa  Anna.  This  is  little  short  of  marvelous, 
but  these  men  were  each  a  Hercules;  their  war  cry  was, 
"Eemember  the  Alamo,"  and  ten  thousand  men  could 
not  have  daunted  their  courage.  They  were  fighting  for 
their  lives  and  those  of  their  loved  ones,  as  well  as  aveng- 
ing the  death  of  those  who  had  been  murdered  by  the  Mex- 
icans. This  little  army  was  made  up  of  such  men  as  Mr. 
Wells,  and  they  followed  their  leader.  General  Houston, 
with  no  thought  other  than  victory.  It  is  such  men 
that  gained  for  Texas  her  independence  and  made  her 
a  Republic.  It  is  such  men  as  these  that  have  made 
Texas  the  greatest  State  in  the  Union  which  constitutes 
the  grandest  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  the 
posteritv  of  these  men  will  look  back  over  the  history  of 
Texas  with  pride  in  the  knowledge  that  their  forefathers 
were  the  ones  who  so  nobly  fought  and  bled  that  they 
might  lay  the  foundation  of  a  commonwealth  of  peaceful 
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and  happy  homes,  which  their  posterity  now  enjoy. 
Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  honor  of  the  veterans  of  San 
Jacinto.  They  will  live  in  the  memory  of  their  posterity 
as  well  as  in  that  of  the  newer  comers,  who  are  enabled 
to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  courage  and  valor. 

Besides  serving  in  the  Texas  and  ilexican  wars,  Mr. 
Wells  subsequently  took  an  active  part  in  all  the  Indian 
wars,  and  his  extensive  knowledge  of  the  frontier  aided 
the  settlers  materially  in  keeping  the  savages  at  bay. 

The  early  record  of  his  life  having  been  omitted,  it 
is  now  inserted.  Mr.  Wells  was  born  in  Lincoln  county, 
Tennessee,  May  11,  1815,  and  was  the  oldest  son  of 
Martin  and  Sally  (Boyd)  Wells,  both  natives  of  the  same 
state  and  county.  When  he  was  two  years  of  age  his 
parents  removed  to  Marengo  county,  Alabama,  where 
his  father  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  the  latter 
emigrated  to  Texas  in  1826.  As  previously  stated.  Way- 
man  lived  at  home  with  his  father  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  Texas  and  Mexican  war,  which  he  entered  at  the 
age  of  nineteen.  After  the  war  Wayman  returned  home, 
where,  during  the  same  year,  1836,  his  father  died,  leav- 
ing the  care  of  the  family  and  farm  to  him.  The  fam- 
ily consisted  of  live  sons  and  three  daughters,  two 
daughters  being  then  married. 

He  efficiently  continued  the  management  of  the  home- 
stead until  1855,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  Travis 
county.  He  there  first  purchased  eighteen  hundred  acres 
on  Walnut  creek,  to  which  he  afterwards  added  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  more,  and  subsequently  bought  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  timber  land.  He  was 
here  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising 
until  his  death.  Besides  his  large  landed  estates  and 
extensive  stock  business  Mr.  Wells  owned  numerous 
slaves,  of  which  latter  property  he  was  deprived  through 
the  result  of  the  late  war.  Not  being  discouraged  by 
the  loss  of  his  property,  however,  he  pushed  on,  and  be- 
ing a  shrewd  trader  he  continued  to  increase  the  value 
of  his  property,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  his  section  of  Texas. 

March  4,  1848,  Mr.  Wells  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
E.  Bacon,  native  of  Tennessee,  born  in  Washington 
county,  October  30,  1817.  Her  j.arents.  Tbom.is  and 
Julia  Ann  fHarderman)  Bacon,  were  both  natives  of 
the  same  county  as  herself,  where  they  were  married, 
and  whence  they  emigrated,  in  1835,  to  Texas.  They 
first  settled  in  San  Augustine  county,  but  in  1839  re- 
moved to  Wells  prairie,  Bastrop  county,  and  afterward 
to  Travis  county,  where  Mr.  Bacon  died  in  1851,  and 
Mrs.  Bacon  in  1859. 

Were  but  simple  justice  to  be  done  the  memory  of  the 
subject  of  this  review,  it  would  be  most  consonant  that 
more  particular  attention  be  directed  to  those  noble 
characteristics  which  were  a  dominating  power  in  his  life 
and  which  animated  his  every  action  during  the  long 
years  which  were  a  power  for  good  to  the  extent  of 
their  duration.  He  maintained  a  lively  interest  in  all 
that  tended  to  conserve  the  welfare  and  advancement  O'f 
the  community  in  which  he  lived  and  he  contributed  lib- 
erally to  public  institutions  of  all  denominations  and  his 
benevolence  was  as  unstinted  as  it  was  unostentatious. 
He  was  particularly  concerned  in  the  providing  of  edu- 
cational facilities  for  the  youth  of  the  State,  and  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  building  of  the  Southwestern 
University  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  South, 
at  Georgetown,  and  the  Baptist  high  school  at  Walnut 
Creek.  All  public  enterprises  found  in  him  a  ready 
friend.  He  was  one  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
State  Insane  Asylum,  under  Governor  Lubbock,  and 
simultaneously  sers-ed  as  County  Commissioner.  He  had 
ever  a  responsive  recognition  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
fatherless  and  the  widow  and  was  never  known  to  refuse 
the  extending  of  a  helping  hand.  A  man  cast  in  tie  finer 
mold,  one  who  dignified  humanity  and  made  the  world 
better  for  his  having  lived,  there  was  in  his  death  a  con- 
sistent consummation  which  can  but  rob  the  grave  of  its 
victory  and  death  of  its  sting. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  had  nine  children,  six  of  whom 
lived  to  be  grown  and  five  of  whom  still  survive: 
Amanda,  wife  of  George  LaKuc;  Sally  Boyd  died  aged 
seventeen;  Julia  Ann  died  aged  four;  David  L.  and 
Martin  Thomas  died  in  infancy;  Peter  C,  of  Elgin, 
Bastrop  county,  married  Katie  Walling  and  they  have 
five  children;  George  Henry  married  Annie  Anderson 
and  resides  in  El  Paso,  Texas;  J.  M.,  and  Wayman 
Thomas. 

Mrs.  Wells,  a  lady  of  strong  force  of  character,  was 
well  fitted  by  nature  and  experience  to  be  a  helpmate 
for  a  man  making  a  frontier  home.  She  dispensed  hos- 
pitality with  a  cheerful  hand  to  friends  and  strangers 
alike,  in  true  Texas  style,  and  in  a  way  known  only  to 
the  true  Texas  frontier  families.  She  has  survived  her 
husband,  and  now,  at  the  age  of  seventv-six,  retains  in 
a  remarkable  degree  the  vigor  of  her  youth.  She  is  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  interested  in 
all  good  works. 

After  a  long,  active  and  useful  life  in  Texas,  Mr. 
Wells  was  called  to  his  last  home,  February  25,  1878, 
but  before  his  death,  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Christ 
and  died  with  a  fuU  conviction  that  he  would  be  saved 
and  meet  his  loved  ones  in  that  place  which  knows  no 
parting.  He  was  deeply  mourned  by  a  loving  family 
and  a  large  circle  of  friends.  His  wife  lost  a  loving  and 
tender  husband,  his  children  an  indulgent  father,  and  the 
community  a  generous  charitable  citizen.  He  was  identi- 
fied fraternally  with  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  under  whose 
auspices  his  funeral  services  were  conducted. 

Since  this  memoir  was  written,  Mrs.  Wells  has  been 
called  to  the  home  beyond,  dying  on  the  19th  of  May, 


G.  F.  LaEue.  Much  has  been  said  concerning  the  re- 
markable transformation  in  the  live  stock  industry  of 
Texas,  concerning  the  changes  which  have  caused  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  old  Texas  long-horn  and  the  substitu- 
tion of  modern  high-grade  cattle,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  subdivision  of  the  open  range  into  fenced  fields  and 
pastures,  and  a  development  of  the  modern  stock  farm. 
I'or  the  permanent  economic  wealth  and  welfare  of 
Texas  no  change  has  been  more  important  than  that, 
and  in  a  history  of  a  development  which  has  been  so 
significant  wherever  possible  mention  should  be  made  of 
and  credit  given  to  the  individuals  whose  work  was  re- 
sponsible for  this  transformation.  There  were  many 
instances  of  Texas  cattle  men  who  were  successful  as 
range  stock  men,  and  who  steadily  resisted  the  progress 
which  brought  about  the  division  of  the  range  into  stock 
farms.  At  the  same  time  there  were  others,  of  a  more 
progressive  nature,  who  advanced  with  the  time,  who 
accepted  the  changing  conditions  of  agricultural  econ- 
omy, and  who  became  leaders  in  the  new  movement.  One 
of  those  prominently  identified  as  a  leader  in  modern 
live  stock  farming,  and  who  was  abreast  of  if  not  often 
in  advance  of  the  times  was  the  late  G.  F.  LaKue,  who 
was  for  thirty  years  actively  engaged  in  the  leading 
Texas  industry,  and  whose  stock  interests  were  large  and 
important  in  Travis  county. 

A  son  of  David  and  Eebecca  (Fauss)  LaRue,  G.  L. 
LaRue  was  born  October  9,  1839,  in  Adams  county, 
Pennsylvania,  the  son  of  a  farmer  and  stockman  of  that 
state.  Educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  state 
and  with  a  training  in  a  business  college,  he  partly 
earned  his  way  while  attending  school  by  clerking  in  a 
store.  Early  in  life  he  went  west,  was  in  Nebraska  for 
a  time,  and  from  there  in  1861  moved  to  Texas,  and 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war  joined  Allen's  Brigade.  He 
was  captured  with  his  command  at  Arkansas  Post  and 
taken  back  to  Pennsylvania,  being  released  in  1862. 
Thenceforward  he  remained  in  the  north  during  the 
war,  and  during  a  portion  of  the  period  of  hostilities 
was  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  the  war  department  at  Wash- 
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return  to  tlie  state,  and  the  first  three  years  were  spent 
in  the  re%-enue  service  at  Cameron  in  Milam  county.  On 
March  3,  18G9,  Mr.  LaEue  married  Miss  Amanda  Wells, 
a  daughter  of  Wayman  F.  Wells,  one  of  the  vetsrans  of 
the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  a  noteworthy  Texas  patriot, 
of  whom  a  sketch  will  be  found  in  preceding  paragraphs. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  LaKue  and  his  wife  located  on 
the  Wells'  farm  in  Travis  county.  It  was  there  that  his 
career  as  a  stockman  reached  its  greatest  prosperity  and 
influence,  and  before  he  died  in  1897  Mr.  LaEue  was 
credited  with  having  one  of  the  finest  farms  for  regis- 
tered stock  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  gave  his 
attention  not  only  to  cattle,  but  to  sheep  and  fancy  poul- 
try. While  he  shipped  stock  to  the  regular  markets,  the 
greatest  benefit  that  came  from  his  enterprise  was  in  sup- 
plying stock  for  other  farms  all  over  the  state,  and 
it  would  be  impossible  to  estimate  the  great  value  which 
his  leadership  in  improving  and  maintaining  the  finest 
grades  of  live  stock  had  upon  that  industry  in  this  state. 
He  believed  that  high-grade  stock  was  just  as  profit- 
able to  Texas  as  to  older  parts  of  the  country,  and  his 
own  success  in  that  line  did  much  to  stimulate  other 
stockmen  to  follow  his  example.  The  character  which 
he  exemplified  in  his  business  was  carried  into  all  his 
relations,  and  he  was  a  man  of  fine  personality,  the  soul 
of  honor,  and  highly  esteemed  for  his  integrity  and  abil- 
ity. In  his  home  and  community  he  was  a  public  spirited 
citizen  and  a  loving  husband  and  father.  After  his 
dea*  Mrs.  LaEue  moved  to  Austin  in  1901,  and  still 
resides  in  that  city.  She  is  a  woman  of  culture  and 
refinement,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  one  of 
the  regular  patrons  and  readers  in  the  State  University 
library,  dnd  has  kept  herself  fully  informed  on  the  many 
subjects  of  interest  in  the  world  of  art,  science  and 
historv. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  LaEue  are:  Inge,  wife 
of  Eobert  Walling  of  Austin;  Myrtle,  who  lives  with 
her  mother;  Etta,  wife  of  H.  L.  Yeager,  an  extensive 
farmer  of  Milam  county;  Fay,  wife  of  H.  H.  Harris,  a 
farmer  and  real  estate  man  of  Austin;  Norton,  who  is 
interested  in  the  oil  fields  of  California;  Miss  George, 
a  trained  nurse  and  a  graduate  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Texas;  Euth,  graduate  from 
the  University  of  Texas  in  1910,  and  is  the  wife  of  I.  S. 
Kibbe,  cashier  of  the  First  State  Bank  of  Fowlerton, 
Texas. 

James  K.  Middlebrook,  M.  D.  After  five  years  of 
active  practice  at  Alpine,  Dr.  Middlebrook  has  been  ac- 
corded the  position  of  the  leading  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine in  tliat  town  and  vicinity.  He  has  won  this  dis- 
tinction by  ability  of  unusual  order,  and  is  one  of  the 
skillful  representatives  of  the  modern  class  of  medical 
men,  who  are  fortified  by  thorough  training  and  who 
bring  to  their  practice  the  experience  and  knowledge  of 
all  the  generations  of  doctors  who  has  preceded  them. 

Dr.  Middlebrook  not  only  has  an  excellent  practice  in 
his  profession,  but  enjoys  a  place  of  special  esteem  as  a 
citizen  of  Alpine,  and  "has  a  most  happy  family  life. 
James  Middlebrook  was  born  in  McLennan  county,  Texas, 
August  29,  1879,  and  all  his  career  with  the  exception 
of  the  years  spent  in  the  study  of  medicine  have  been 
passed  in  Texas.  His  father  was  John  W.  Middlebrook 
who  was  a  Virginian  by  birth,  but  came  to  Texas  when 
a  young  man  and  followed  farming  in  McLennan  county 
for  many  years.  The  maiden  "name  of  his  wife  was  Sallie 
0  'Donnell,  who  was  born  in  Missouri,  and  was  ftiarried 
in  Arkansas.  Dr.  Middlebrook,  the  oldest  in  a  family 
of  five  children,  had  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  then  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  was  a 
student  for  a  time  in  the  Marion  Sims  medical '  college. 
He  completed  his  iireparation  for  the  profession  in  the 
Memphis  Medical  Hospital  College,  where  he  was  grad- 
uated M.  D.  in  1903.  Equipped  with  his  degree  in  medi- 
cine. Br.  Middlebrook  first  located  at  Stratford.  Texas, 
but   after   two   years   moved   to   Fort  Worth,   where   he 


was  engaged  in  practice  for  three  years,  and  from  that 
city  came  out  to  Alpine  and  established  his  ofliice  and 
began  acquiring  patronage  among  the  inhabitants  of  this 
locality. 

On  April  16,  1901,  Dr.  Middlebrook  was  married  at 
Leroy,  xexas,  to  Miss  Laura  Waters,  whose  family  is 
one  of  the  oldest  in  Texas,  and  its  members  bore  an 
honorable  share  in  making  Texas  during  its  pioneer 
period.  Her  father,  Samuel  E.  Waters,  who  now  resides 
in  Hutchinson  county,  Texas,  was  born  in  Alabama,  and 
came  to  Texas  alter  the  war.  He  went  through  the  war 
as  a  Confederate  soldier,  serving  with  the  Seventeenth 
Louisiana  Infantrj-,  and  his  record  of  engagements  in- 
clude many  of  the  notable  battles  of  the  war.  At  the 
present  time,  as  for  a  number  of  years  past,  he  is  en- 
gaged in  ranching  and  has  also  had  an  active  part  in 
politics,  having  tilled  various  public  oifices.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Order.  His  vi'ife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Jennie  Matthews,  was  born  in  Texas,  and  her 
father  lived  in  this  state  under  four  different  govern- 
ments and  flags,  first  during  the  Eepublic,  then  as  a 
state,  then  as  a  confederate  state  and  finally  as  the 
modern  Texas.  There  were  seven  children  in  the  Waters 
family,  and  :Mis.  MitMlebvook  was  the  fourth. 

Dr.  Miil.llelaonk  inoters  the  Baptist  church  among  the 
various  reliL;ious  dcnoiuinations,  but  gives  his  support 
to  all  without  discrimination.  Fraternally  he  is  affili- 
ated with  the  Masons,  the  Pretorians,  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World  and  the  Kniglits  of  Pythias,  while  his  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star  Chapter.  Dr.  Middle- 
brook is  examining  physician  for  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World,  and  is  local  surgeon  for  the  G.  H.  &  S.  A. 
Eailroad.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  though  never 
active  in  party  affairs.  For  recreations  he  enjoys  hunt- 
ing and  reading,  and  is  one  of  the  well  informed  men 
who  see  a  great  future  for  western  Texas,  not  only  as 
a  mining  and  stock  raising  region,  but  as  a  country  which 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years  will  be  settled  up  by  pros- 
perous farmers. 

Julian  Clarence  Feild.  The  precincts  assigned  for 
this  review  of  the  career  of  an  active  and  eminent  mem- 
ber of  the  profession  of  civil  engineers  are  wholly  inade- 
quate to  give  even  a  cursory  notice  of  the  many  brilliant 
works  which  he  has  planned  and  executed.  It  must 
suffice  to  make  allusion  to  those  incidents  of  a  useful 
life  which  will  afford  the  best  clue  to  the  character  of 
the  man  and  to  his  admirable  achievements.  Julian 
Clarence  Feild  was  born  in  the  city  of  Denison,  Texas, 
his  present  field  of  activity,  September  9,  1881,  and  is 
a  son  of  Dr.- J.  C.  and  Susan  Elizabeth  (McClain)  Feild. 
The  father  was  born  at  Pulaski,  Giles  county,  Tennessee, 
of  French-Scotch  ancestry,  July  5,  1841,  received  a  good 
education,  graduating  from  Tulane  University,  and  began 
the  practice  of  medicine  at  Little  Eock,  Arkansas.  At 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  cast  his  fortunes  with  the 
Confederacy,  serving  for  a  time  as  surgeon  and  subse- 
quently rising  to  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  command  of 
General  Benjamin  McCulloch.  He  served  valiantly 
throughout  the  war,  and  was  wounded  slightly  on  several 
occasions,  his  engagements  including  the  battles  of  Oak 
Eidge  and  House  of  Seven  Gables. 

After  the  restoration  of  peace  Dr.  FeUd  took  a  post- 
graduate course  in  medicine  at  Philadelphia,  and  in  1865 
went  to  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  where  he  remained  in 
practice  for  five  years.  In  1870  he  removed  to  the  Old 
Boggy  depot,  in  Indian  Territory,  but  in  1872  came  to 
Denison  as  fine  of  this  city's  earliest  physicians,  here 
continuing  in  practice  until  the  time  of  his  death,  Jan- 
uary 31,  1906.  Dr.  Feild  was  justly  accounted  one  of 
Denison 's  most  helpful  and  progressive  men.  At  all 
times  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the  interests 
of  his  adopted  community  and  saw  his  labor  bear  fruit 
in  the  various  walks  of  life.  A  successful  physician  and 
surgeon,  he  also  demonstrated  his  ability  in  financial 
matters  as  one  of  the  founders  of  the  National  Bank  of 
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Denison,  was  prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  and  met  with 
tUe  appreciation  of  his  fellow  citizens  in  public  matters, 
his  record  during  his  two  terms  in  the  State  Legislature 
and  in  other  offices  of  the  county  and  State  being  an 
active  and  honorable  one.  Dr.  Feild  married  Susan 
Elizabeth  McClain,  who  was  born  September  23,  1855,  at 
Osceola,  Missouri,  of  Seotch-Englisli  descent,  aud  of 
their  children  two  are  living:  Mis.  W.  J.  Mathis,  the 
wife  of  Judge  W.  J.  Matbis,  of  Sherman,  Texas,  and 
Julian  Clarence. 

Julian  C.  Feild  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Denison,  subsequently  attended  Har- 
shaw  's  Academy,  of  this  city,  and  then  became  a  student 
in  the  University  of  Texas,  at  Austin.  In  1902  he  was 
graduated  from  Cumberland  University,  Lebanon,  Ten- 
nessee, with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science,  and  his 
first  work  at  his  profession  was  that  of  railroad  location 
and  construction,  in  which  he  continued  to  be  engaged 
from  1902  until  1907,  thus  gaining  excellent  practical 
experience.  In  the  latter  year  he  resigned  his  position 
to  return  to  Denison,  and  here  he  has  rapidly  risen  to 
a  high  place  among  the  civil  and  consulting  engineers  of 
Northern  Texas.  At  this  time  he  maintains  offices  at 
Suite  5-8,  Feild  Building.  A  list  of  Mr.  Feild  's  achieve- 
ments and  incumbencies  shows  that  he  has  been  city 
engineer  of  Denison  for  more  than  five  years;  he  is  con- 
sulting engineer  for  the  Southwestern  Surety  Insurance 
Company ;  engineer  of  the  Bed  Eiver  Bridge  Company  of 
Denison ;  engineer  of  Milam  and  Robertson  counties, 
Texas,  aud  consulting  engineer  of  the  Oklahoma,  Texas  & 
Gulf  Highway  Association.  It  is  probably  in  the  line  of 
good  roads  that  Mr.  Feild  has  been  brought  most  promi- 
nently before  the  public,  however.  One  of  the  first  road 
builders  in  this  part  of  the  State,  he  has  been  connected 
with  work  that  will  run  into  millions  of  dollars  spent  in 
improving  roads  in  the  northern  part  of  Texas,  this 
being  the  third  system  of  its  kind  in  the  State.  He  is 
also  engineer  of  Eoad  District  No.  1,  and  is  just  com- 
pleting about  $300,000  worth  of  improvements  radiating 
from  Denison.  That  he  has  not  devoted  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  the  building  of  highways  is  shown  by  his  active 
piarticipation  in  all  movements  making  for  the  welfare 
of  Denison  in  any  way.  He  has  seen  the  city  grow 
amazingly  since  his  residence  here  and  in  no  small  degree 
has  contributed  to  this  wonderful  development.  In  his 
profession  Mr.  Feild  is  known  as  a  man  who  combines 
prudence  with  boldness,  who  is  able  to  differentiate 
between  the  valuable  and  the  impracticable  and  visionary, 
and  whose  untiring  energy  keeps  him  constantly  active 
among  the  helpful  men  of  his  vocation.  He  seldom 
takes  vacations,  a-nd  when  he  does  is  generally  found  in 
one  or  another  of  the  large  cities,  combining  business 
with  pleasure  hj  studying  the  methods  and  ideas  of 
other  communities.  Devoted  to  his  profession,  he  has 
found  little  time  for  politics,  yet  is  known  as  an  earnest 
and  enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  best  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  chairman  of  the  good  roads  committee. 
In  fraternal  life  he  has  been  more  active.  While  at 
Cumberland  University  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Beta  Theta  Pi  fraternity,  and  he  now  holds  membership 
in  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and 
has  risen  to  a  high  place  in  Masonry,  being  eminent  com- 
mander of  the  Knights  Templar  of  that  order.  With 
his  family  he  attends  the  Episcopal  church,  and  for  some 
time  has  served  in  the  capacity  of  vestryman. 

On  June  10.  1903,  Mr.  Feild  was  married  at  Lebanon, 
Tennessee,  to  Miss  Mary  Lea  Sanders,  daughter  of  John 
C,  and  Katy  B.  (Lea)  Sanders,  the  latter  the  daughter 
of  the  Hon.  Benjamin  J.  Lea,  who  was  chief  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Sanders  is  a 
prominent  practicing  attorney  of  Lebanon,  and  also 
prominent  in  business  life  as  president  of  the  Cedar 
City  Mills.  One  child  has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Feild:      Katherine   Elizabeth,  born   February  24,   1908. 


The  Feild  home,  one  of  the  modern  residences  of  Denison, 
is  located  at  No.  1123  West  Gaudy  street. 

E.  F.  Pool  is  the  president  of  the  Sherman  Overall 
Factory,  one  of  the  prominent  industries  of  Sherman 
and  its  vicinity.  Although  born  in  Alabama,  his  natal 
day  being  the  14th  of  May,  1862,  Mr.  Pool  has  been  a 
resident  of  Texas  since  boyhood,  and  here  he  has  gained 
his  success  and  at  the  same  time  added  to  the  material 
prosperity  of  his  community.  His  father,  Gabriel  Pool, 
was  an  Alabama  farmer  who  came  to  Texas  in  1870, 
locating  in  Milan  county,  where  he  resumed  his  vocation 
of  farming  and  continued  it  to  the  end  of  his  days, 
dying  in  1905.  His  widow  survived  him  until  1909. 
They  became  the  parents  of  twelve  children.  When 
Mrs.  Pool  passed  away  she  was  in  her  ninety-second 
year,  and  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  her  marriage  she 
could  count  the  births  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 
children  in  her  family,  including  her  own  children,  her 
grandchildren,  her  great-grandchildren  and  her  great- 
great-grandchildren  and  her  great-great-great-grand- 
children— a  circumstance  most  unique  and  seldom 
encountered  in  genealogical  and  biographical  research. 
Of  that  number  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  were  living 
when  she  passed  away,  and  during  her  seventy-five  years 
of  married  life  there  were  only  twenty-eight  deaths  in 
the  entire  family,  only  nine  of  that  number  being  adults. 
She  was  Alpha  Brussell  in  her  maidenhood,  and  she  came 
of  a  family  that  is  noted  for  its  good  health  and 
longevity. 

E.  F.  Pool,  the  youngest  of  the  twelve  children  of  his 
parents,  received  a  limited  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Texas,  and  his  first  business  enterprise  of  an  inde- 
pendent nature  was  as  a  general  merchant  at  Cameron, 
Texas,  where  he  launched  a  small  business  in  1881.  From 
there  he  went  to  Amarilla,  and  in  1911  came  to  Sherman, 
here  buying  the  Sherman  overall  business,  in  which  he 
has  since  continued  successfully.  The  firm  is  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  overalls  and  as  wholesale  dealers 
in  the  men  "s  furnishing  goods,  and  the  trade  of  the 
establishment  extends  throughout  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Mis- 
souri, Arkansas  and  Louisiana.  About  sixty  people  are 
given  employment,  and  it  adds  very  materially  to  the 
business  enterprise  and  iudnsii  i:il  .■i.iiviiy  ni'  (he  city. 

Mr.  Pool  has  been  a  litV  lun^  Ilumh  i:ii,  :iiiive  in  the 
interests  of  the  party,  and  is  li  .itn  ikiIIv  iilciililied  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  \\  ith  Ins  lamdy  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  church. 

In  1886,  in  Milano,  Texas,  Mr.  Pool  was  married  to 
Miss  Minta  Fraim,  a  daughter  of  John  E.  Fraim,  a 
merchant  of  that  place  for  many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pool  have  four  living  children:  0.  L.,  aged  twenty-six, 
is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  business  of  which  his 
father  is  the  president,  the  Sherman  Overall  Factory; 
Eoy  F,,  aged  twenty,  is  a  student  in  the  College  of  Mines 
at  EoHa,  Missouri;  Miss  Lorine,  aged  sixteen  years,  is  in 
school,  as  is  also  John,  now  thirteen  years  of  age. 

Though  a  resident  of  the  city  for  only  a  short  time 
E.  F.  Pool  is  highly  impressed  with  the  many  advantages 
of  Sherman,  and  regards  it  as  a  growing  city  and  one 
that  will  play  an  important  part  in  the  history  of  the 
state  in  the  years  to  come.  He  and  his  family  have  an 
excellent  social  and  business  standing  in  the  community, 
and  they  already  enjoy  the  friendship  of  an  ever  widen- 
ing circle  in  and  about  the  city. 

Poland  Jones.  One  of  the  important  business  con- 
cerns of  Nacogdoches  is  the  Nacogdoches  Compress 
Company,  an  establishment  which  represents  the'  chief 
business  activity  of  Eoland  Jones,  president  and  manager 
of  the  company.  Mr.  Jones  has  lived  in  Nacogdoches 
since  1890.  His  iirst  experience  in  the  cotton  business 
began  with  Mayer  &  Schmidt  as  classer  and  shipper, 
and  he  subsequently  became  a  buyer  on  his  own  account. 
For  six  years  he  held  the  position  of  public  weigher. 
From    that    he    turned   to    compress    work,    leasing    the 
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compress  at  Nacogdoches,  and  after  a  time  joiued  Her- 
man Loeb  and  John  Schmidt  in  purchasing  the  plant. 
The  business  «as  reorganized  and  the  first  oHicers  of  the 
company  were:  Herman  Loeb,  president;  Roland  Jones, 
vice-president  and  manager,  and  John  Schmidt,  secretary 
and  treasurer.  Later  Mr.  Loeb  sold  out  his  interest  to 
Mr.  Jones,  and  the  latter  then  became  president  and 
manager  with  E.  A.  Blount  as  vice-president,  while  Mr. 
Schmidt  continued  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  This  com- 
pany does  the  compress  work  for  a  large  proportion  of 
the  cotton  raised  in  the  vicinity  of  Nacogdoches. 

Eoland  Jones  was  born  in  Caddo  parish,  Louisiana,  on 
December  27,  1862.  His  family  is  one  that  for  more 
than  seventy  years  has  been  prominent  in  western 
Louisiana  and  eastern  Texas.  His  father  was  Eoland 
Jones,  Sr.,  a  North  Carolina  man,  a  graduate  of  the 
Cambridge  Law  School  and  who  came  to  Shreveport  in 
1840,  and  was  one  of  the  original  stock  company  which 
established  the  town  of  Shreveport.  He  was  a  success- 
ful lawyer  and  business  man,  and  died  at  Shreveport  in 
1869  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  He  was  elected  and 
served  a  term  in  Congress;  was  an  ardent  southerner, 
but  physically  unable  to  go  into  the  army,  and  did  his 
part  during  the  war  in  connection  with  the  legal  depart- 
ment of  the  Confederacy  at  Shreveport.  During  most 
of  his  years,  he  was  identified  with  public  affairs  in 
Louisiana,  served  as  district  judge  for  a  long  time,  and 
there  was  seldom  a  year  in  which  he  was  not  performing 
some  official  duty  in  his  home  city.  Judge  Jones  was  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  fraternally  is  a 
Mason.  In  Wilkes  county.  North  Carolina,  near  Salis- 
bury, he  married  Miss  Anne  Neville  Stokes.  Her  father 
was  Governor  Montford  Stokes  of  North  Carolina,  and 
her  mother's  maiden  name  was  Eachel  Montgomery. 
Mrs.  Eoland  Jones  died  in  1S94  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight.  The  children  are  given  brief  record  as  follows: 
Montfort  Stokes  Jones  was  a  prominent  jurist  of  Louisi- 
ana, was  widely  known  as  a  journalist,  had  much  part  in 
state  politics,  and  died  at  Shreveport  in  1904 ;  Mrs.  Kate 
B.  Pickett,  the  wife  of  James  B.  Pickett,  died  in  Shreve- 
port; Mary  died  in  Denver,  Colorado;  Mrs.  Conway 
Moncure,  lives  in  Shreveport;  Mrs.  Charles  K.  Randall 
is  also  a  resident  of  Shreveport,  and  the  youngest  is 
Eoland  Jones,  Jr. 

Roland  Jones,  Jr.,  grew  up  at  Shreveport,  where  most 
of  his  education  was  supplied  by  Thatcher  Academy. 
His  early  training  was  for  the  profession  of  civil  engineer, 
and  in  that  profession  he  worked  several  years  on  the 
New  Orleans,  Pacific  &  Mississippi  Valley  Eailroad,  going 
out  as  an  ax-man,  and  was  eventually  promoted  to  the 
position  of  superintendent  of  track  on  the  Mississippi 
Valley  Eoad.  Soon  afterwards  he  began  his  career  in 
the  cotton  business,  and  that  has  absorbed  practically 
all  his  attention  and  energy  for  the  past  twenty-sLx 
years.  Mr.  Jones  has  a  very  successful  record  as  a 
business  man,  and  is  very  popular  in  Nacogdoches  and 
vicinity.  He  is  interested  in  affairs  outside  of  his  private 
business,  and  home  community,  and  is  one  of  the  life 
members  of  the  Texas  State  Historical  Association. 

Roland  Jones  was  married  in  Nacogdoches,  February 
14,  1892,  to  Miss  Esme  Matthews,  a  daughter  of  Henry 
P.  Matthews  and  Lela  (Hill)  Matthews.  Her  father,  a 
native  of  Texas,  was  the  son  of  a  pioneer  Texan,  and 
Mrs.  Matthews  was  a  daughter  of  Judge  Hill,  one  of  the 
ablest  men  in  public  affairs  in  the  state,  during  his  time. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  have  three  children:  Genevive,  wife 
of  A.  B.  Patterson  of  Nacogdoches;  Roland,  Jr.,  and 
Ashford. 

Captain  John  M.  Mays.  For  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  century  Captain  John  M.  Mays  has  been  connected 
with  the  commercial  interests  of  Henderson,  and  during 
this  time  he  has  not  alone  attained  material  success  and 
prestige  but  has  also  risen  to  a  high  place  in  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  the  people  of  his  community  through 
his   constant    and   sustained   public   spirited    citizenship. 


The  firm  of  which  he  is  now  the  head  is  one  of  the  oldest 
in  this  part  of  Eusk  county,  and  the  straightforward 
and  honorable  principles  by  which  it  has  been  conducted 
have  brought  it  a  deservedly  high  reputation  in  the 
marts  of  trade  and  conmieree.  Captain  Mays  came  to 
Texas  in  1S66,  just  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war, 
from  Abbeville,  South  Carolina,  having  been  born  in 
that  section  of  the  Palmetto  commonwealth  March  16, 
1846,  a  son  of  Meade  and  Mary  E.  (Porter)  Mays,  and 
a  member  of  an  old  slave-holding  family  of  South 
Carolina. 

Meade  Mays  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  died 
there  a  young  man  of  thirty  years.  He  married  Mary  E. 
Porter,  a  daughter  of  John  Porter,  a  Methodist  minister 
and  of  an  old  family  of  South  Carolina,  and  there  were 
two  children  born  of  this  union,  John  M.,  of  this  review, 
and  Anna  L.,  who  was  the  wife  of  John  M.  Trasker, 
who  died  at  Bethany,  Louisiana.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trasker 
had  three  children:  J.  M.  Trasber,  of  Greenwood, 
Louisiana;  Mrs.  Alice  Edgar,  of  Bethany,  Louisiana; 
and  Mrs.  J.  C.  MiUer,  of  Ponca,  Oklahoma.  Mrs.  Mary 
E.  (Porter)  Mays  married  for  her  second  husband  W. 
M.  Griffin,  and  she  died  at  Kilgore,  Texas,  in  1907. 

The  early  home  of  John  M.  Mays  was  a  rural  one  and 
his  education  came  chiefly  from  the  Cokesbury  school  of 
South  Carolina,  an  institution  of  some  note  at  that  time, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Methodist  church.  When 
the  bitter  war  between  the  North  and  the  South  was 
being  contested  Mr.  Mays  left  the  military  school  at 
Columbia,  where  he  was  completing  his  education,  and 
in  1863  took  the  place  of  his  stepfather  in  the  regiment, 
subsequently  enlisting  in  Company  B,  Second  Kentucky 
Cavalry,  which  was  recruiting  and  rendezvousing  in  the 
vicinity  of  Atlanta,  Georgia.  This  proved  to  be  a  part  of 
General  John  Morgan  's  command,  and  Captain  Mays  was 
with  that  daring  commander  until  the  latter  was  killed 
at  Greenville,  Tennessee.  Among  the  engagements  of 
this  command  %vith  which  Captain  Mays  was  connected 
were  the  battles  of  Wytheville,  Virginia,  and  SaltviUe, 
Virginia,  and  on  the  great  Kentucky  raid  he  took  part 
in  the  fight  at  Cynthiana,  Lexington  and  Mount  Sterling. 
Later  he  was  transferred  with  others  to  General  John- 
ston 's  army  at  Atlanta,  and  was  engaged  in  scout  duty 
on  the  Savannah  river  when  word  was  received  of  tho 
close  of  hostilities. 

In  1866  Captain  Mays  left  his  home  in  South  Carolina, 
and  with  his  mother  and  stepfather  made  his  way  to  the 
Lone  Star  state.  They  settled  in  Harrison  county,  and 
there  he  was  early  employed  in  freighting  goods  as  a 
teamster  from  Shreveport  to  Elysian  Fields,  but  later 
became  a  teacher  and  had  a  school  for  a  few  months 
near  the  dividing  line  between  Harrison  and  Panola 
counties.  Still  later  he  became  a  farmer  in  that  locality, 
and  contented  himself  with  tilling  the  soil  for  a  few 
years  or  until  the  opportunity  presented  itself  to  become 
a  clerk  at  Bethany,  Louisiana,  where  he  received  his 
introduction  to  the  general  mercantile  business.  Fol- 
lowing this  experience  he  came  back  into  Texas  and 
accepted  a  position  as  clerk  at  Deberry,  and  after  some 
more  preparation  felt  himself  capable  of  handling  a 
business  of  his  own  and  accordingly  opened  a  store  at 
Harmony  Hill,  in  company  with  J.  M.  Trasper.  There 
he  spent  nearly  ten  years  and  laid  a  firm  foundation  for 
his  future  success. 

Captain  Mays  came  to  Henderson  in  1887,  and  here 
continued  the  mercantile  business  as  junior  partner  of 
the  firm  of  Trammell  &  Mays.  This  concern  has  been 
succeeded  by  several  others,  but  Captain  Mays  has  always 
been  the  partner  to  remain  in  the  business.  It  was  first 
succeeded  by  Mays  &  Miller,  next  by  JIays  &  Harderian 
and  finally  "by  Mays  &  Harris,  wliii-h  association  still 
continues.'  The  Captain  is  a  man  of  rare  business  ability, 
keen  discernment  and  excellent  judgment,  and  his  thor-. 
ough  knowledge  of  the  needs  and  demands  of  his  com- 
munity allows  him  to  place  before  the  trade  the  highest 
class  of  articles  to  be  secured.  Aside  from  his  commercial 
interests  he  has  various  other  business  holdings,  and  at 
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this  time  is  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Henderson  and  a  stockholder  in  the  oil  mill  here,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  promoters. 

Captain  Mays  was  first  married  at  Lawrence,  South 
Carolina,  in  1867,  to  Miss  Alice  Starnes,  a  daughter  of 
Eobt  C.  Starnes.  She  died  near  Bethany,  Louisiana,  in 
1869,  leaving  one  son,  Robert  M.,  who  married  Alice 
Beaty,  and  is  engaged  in  business  at  Shreveport, 
Louisiana.  Captain  Mays  married  his  present  wife  at 
Henderson,  Texas,  in  February,  1877,  she  having  been  a 
Miss  Georgie  N.  Trammell,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  J. 
Trammell,  a  Georgian  and  an  early  settler  of  Texas.  To 
this  union  there  have  been  children  born  as  follows: 
Foster  W.,  a  resident  of  Henderson ;  John  M.,  Jr.,  a 
merchant  of  Greenwood,  Louisiana ;  Anna  L.,  the  wife 
of  W.  F.  Chamberlain,  of  Henderson;  Miller,  of  Green- 
wood, Louisiana,  and  Kalph  L.,  Georgie,  Alice,  Thomas 
and  Helen,  who  reside  with  their  parents. 

In  his  sphere  as  a  citizen  Captain  Mays  has  been 
unreservedly  a  man  of  commercial  affairs.  He  has 
essayed  politics  only  at  times  along  with  other  delegates 
bent  on  nominating  local  or  state  candidates,  and  has 
had  a  seat  in  several  Democratic  conventions.  He  is  a 
Master  Mason  in  his  fraternal  connection,  and  his  re- 
ligious faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  church.  Veterans' 
reunions  have  found  a  place  near  Captain  Mays'  heart, 
and  he  has  attended  many  during  the  era  of  popularity 
of  those  gatherings  of  the  men  and  boys  who  wore  the 
"gray." 

Valentine  L.  Puig.  In  Laredo  and  vicinity  a  name 
that  suggests  large  financial  responsibility  and  civic 
influence  is  that  of  Valentine  L.  Puig.  While  he  is  now 
and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  one  of  the  big  men 
in  this  part  of  the  state,  there  are  some  who  remember 
him  twenty  or  twenty-five  years  since  as  a  hard-working, 
earnest  youth,  with  no  capital  save  his  untiring  energy 
and  with  only  a  record  of  steady  fighting  against  heavy 
odds  from  early  boyhood.  At  the  present  time  Mr.  Puig 
and  his  brother,  B.  A.  Puig,  own  fifty-five  thousand  acres 
of  land  in  Webb  county,  lying  about  fifty  miles  north- 
west of  Laredo,  and  they  are  extensively  engaged  in  the 
cattle  business.  Theirs  is  one  of  the  largest  ranches  now 
remaining  undivided  in  southwest  Texas. 

Valentine  L.  Puig  is  a  native  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  and  a  sou  of  Valentine  Puig,  still  living  and  a 
resident  of  Laredo.  The  family  in  1896  moved  to  Laredo 
in  Duval  county.  Mr.  Puig  had  little  or  no  formal  edu- 
cation, and  started  out  to  earn  his  own  way  when  only 
nine  years  of  age.  Between  the  years  1886  and  1893  his 
life  was  one  of  struggle  and  continuous  labor,  chiefly 
as  a  clerk,  and  his  wages  ran  between  eight  or  ten  dol- 
lars per  month  to  as  much  as  sixty  dollars  per  month. 
His  first  position  was  as  a  messenger  boy,  and  he  was 
then  employed  at  seventy-five  cents  a  day  for  seven 
months  in  railway  construction  work.  On  leaving  his 
previous  employment  and  moving  to  Laredo  in  1894,  Mr. 
Puig  found  work  with  Mr.  E.  Cruz  as  a  clerk  at  twenty- 
two  and  a  half  dollars  a  month.  This  employment 
lasted  for  eight  months,  and  he  was  next  with  the  Stone- 
burg  people  in  their  dry  goods  store  for  eight  dol- 
lars a  week,  and  at  the  end  of  a  year  they  gave  him 
twelve  dollars  a  week.  This  employment  continued  for 
two  years  until  Mr.  Puig  married,  and  by  1897  he  had 
accumulated  a  small  capital  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars, 
and  with  that  as  a  nucleus  his  success  has  been  one  of 
rapid  increase.  It  is  noteworthy  that  as  success  has 
come  to  him  he  has  been  eminently  liberal  in  helping 
others  less  fortunate,  and  even  in  the  days  when  he  was 
a  struggling  clerk  he  took  care  of  his  father  and  mother, 
and  still  supports  them  in  comfort  at  Laredo. 

In  1908  Mr.  Puig  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board 
of  county  commissioners  of  Webb  county,  and  has 
served  in  that  capacity  with  efficiency  and  general  sat- 
isfaction ever  since.  The  handsome  new  seventy-five 
thousand  dollar  county  court  house  was  built  during  the 
administration   of  the   board   of   which   Mr.   Puig   is   a 


inember.  A  fact  that  should  be  noted  in  this  connection 
is  that  before  the  court  house  was  completed  thirty 
thousand  dollars  were  needed  to  bring  it  to  completion, 
and  it  was  feared  that  long  delays  might  possibly  ensue 
if  the  money  were  raised  by  a  bond  issue.  Under  the 
circumstances,  the  commissioners  wisely  borrowed  thirty 
thousand  dollars  on  their  individual  notes,  and  thus 
allowed  the  work  to  go  on  without  interruption  and 
Webb  county  has  its  present  fine  county  building  largely 
due  to  the  generous  efforts  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners. 

Valentine  L.  Puig  has  a  wife  and  four  children:  John, 
Valentine,  Joe  and  Bruna.  Mrs.  Puig,  formerly  Miss 
Bruna  Ortiz,  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Juan  Ortiz,  a 
prominent  Laredo  citizen.  Juan  Ortiz  was  the  son  of 
Eeyes  and  Maria  Antonia  Ortiz.  In  1872  Juan  Ortiz 
buUt  the  substantial  and  interesting  residence  on  Zara- 
gosa  street  in  which  the  Puig  family  now  live. 

Edmund  Duggan.  One  of  the  best  known  men  in  pub- 
lic affairs  in  Tom  Green  county  was  the  late  Edmund 
Duggan.  He  was  a  pioneer,  having  located  in  the  county 
more  than  thirty  years  ago,  and  remained  closely  identi- 
fied with  its  business  and  official  life  until  his  death. 

Edmund  Duggan  was  born  in  Travis  county,  Texas, 
September  19,  1840,  four  years  after  the  establishment 
of  the  Texas  Eepublic,  and  five  years  before  Texas  became 
a  State  of  the  Union.  The  family  were,  as  this  date 
indicates,  among  the  early  settlers  of  Texas.  His  parents 
were  Thomas  H.  and  Elizabeth  Duggan,  who  came  from 
Mississippi.  The  father  had  been  a  merchant  in  his  home 
State,  and  after  moving  to  Texas  about  1839  settled  in 
Travis  county,  but  afterwards  moved  to  Guadalupe 
county,  where  he  served  as  clerk  for  several  terms,  did 
farming  as  his  regular  vocation,  and  also  was  sent  to 
the  Legislature  several  times.  His  death  occurred  in 
186.5,  and  his  widow  survived  him  many  years  until 
1902.  There  were  six  children  in  the  family,  and  the 
late  Edmund  Duggan  was  the  oldest. 

As  a  boy  he  had  private  instructions,  and  later  studied 
in  a  school  of  collegiate  grade.  His  first  business  was 
that  of  general  merchandising  at  Prairie  Lee.  In  1867 
he  sold  out  his  business  and  moved  to  Guadalupe,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising  for  several 
years.  In  1877,  having  sold  his  ranch,  he  took  a  place 
at  Austin  as  bookkeeper  in  the  State  treasurer's  depart- 
ment. He  worked  at  the  State  capitol  until  1881,  when 
he  resigned  and  moved  to  Tom  Green  county.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  well  known  as  a  sheep  raiser, 
and  did  a  good  business  in  that  line.  In  1888  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  and  district  clerk  of  Tom 
Green  county.  Others  had  held  similar  places  for  a 
longer  time,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  any  county  official  in 
the  State  enjoyed  more  completely  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  its  citizens  than  the  late  Edmund  Duggan 
during  the  twenty  years  in  which  he  filled  the  place  of 
clerk  of  county  and  district.  He  finally  was  obliged  to 
give  up-  the  position  on  account  of  ill  health  and  several 
years  later,  on  April  22,  1911,  he  died  at  his  home  in 
San  Angelo.  His  funeral  was  conducted  by  Rev.  A.  B. 
Perry,  and  was  largely  attended  by  hosts  of  friends  who 
had  learned  to  esteem  Edmund  Duggan,  not  only  for  his 
social  nature  but  for  his  high  character  and  influence 
as  a  man  and  citizen.  His  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Fairmount  cemetery  near  San  Angelo.  His  body 
rests  beside  those  of  his  only  two  sons,  who  had  died 
before  him.  During  the  war  Mr.  Duggan  volunteered 
for  service  in  the  Confederate  army  as  a  member  of 
Company  D  of  the  Fourth  Texas  regiment,  becoming 
lieutenant  of  the  company,  John  B.  Hood  being  the  first 
colonel  of  that  regiment,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
war  Mr.  Duggan  served  as  a  member  of  General  Ford's 
staff  in  Texas.  He  went  through  the  war  and  was  pro- 
moted from  lieutenant  to  captain  of  his  company.  In 
politics  he  was  always  a  good  Demoi'rat,  and  fraternally 
belonged  to  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen.     At  different  times  he  filled  all  the 
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chairs  in  the  Masonic  Lodge,  and  went  through  the 
York  Eite,  C'ommandery  degrees.  His  funeral  serriee  was 
conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  Blue  Lodge.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  San  Angelo  Club. 

On  November  21,  1867,  at  Seguin,  Texas,  Mr.  Duggan 
married  Miss  Julia  toor-Pender  of  Seguin,  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  Lewis  Coor-Pender  and  Mrs.  M.  M.  Coor-Pender. 
Her  father  was  a  physician  of  Mississippi,  having  lived 
and  practiced  at  Clinton  for  many  years,  and  during  his 
early  life  had  served  in  the  War  of  1812  as  lieutenant  of 
his  company.  He  died  in  1845  at  the  old  home  in  Missis- 
sippi, and  the  mother  passed  away  in  1877  in  Texas. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duggan  had  but  two  children,  the  two 
sons  already  mentioned,  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Edmund, 
Jr.  The  first  named  died  May  29,  1899,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-one,  and  Edmund  died  August  24,  1907,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-two.  Mrs.  Duggan  survives  her  husband 
and  children  and  has  an  attractive  home  at  San  Angelo, 
where  she  enjoys  the  friendship  and  solace  of  many  kind 
friends,  who  have  known  her  and  her  husband  for  a 
great  many  years. 

Shipton  Parke.  President  of  the  First  State  Bank 
of  Fort  Stockton,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers, 
Shipton  Parke  easily  ranks  as  one  of  the  largest  stock- 
men and  ranchers  in  Pecos  county,  and  as  the  possessor 
and  manager  of  large  industrial  and  financial  resources 
is  a  man  whose  leadership  and  activities  are  very 
closely  identified  with  the  solid  prosperity  of  his  home 
community. 

Shipton  Parke  is  a  Kentuckian  by  birth,  born  in  Madi- 
son countv  of  that  State,  March  10,  1848,  a  son  of 
Hezekiah  'and  Elizabeth  (Cruve)  Parke.  The  parents 
were  native  Kentuckians,  and  came  to  Texas  in  1853 
when  the  son,  Shipton,  was  twelve  years  of  age.  The 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  contractor  and  builder,  a 
prominent  member  in  his  Masonic  Lodge,  devoted  to 
the  cause  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  had  an  influential 
place  in  political  affairs.  His  death  occurred  in  1884 
at  the  age  of  about  seventy  years.  His  wife  was  also 
a  devout  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  she  died  in 
1871,  when  about  fiftv  yiars  of  n^;e,  and  they  are  laid 
side  by  side  in  the  ^Ii-  m.  ^jinrvurd  in  Gonzalez, 
Texas.'  Of  their  ten  r],:  -       •    n   was  the  fifth. 

Shipton  Parke  was  ivn     i  ,  ilmod  in  Texas,  had 

his  early  education  in  ]>i;M.ir  -.  ' N  up  to  the  time  he 

wss  seventeen  and  tlien  was  introduced  to  practical 
aflPaiis  by  work  on  his  father's  farm.  Leaving  home  he 
took  up  the  battle  of  life  on  his  own  responsibility  and 
earned  his  first  money  by  varied  occupations  of  freight- 
ing, ranching  and  any  other  honest  toil  that  came  in  his 
way.  During  these  years  he  several  times  accompanied 
large  herds  of  cattle"  over  the  trail  to  Kansas,  and  has 
known  all  the  interesting  phases  of  the  cattle  industry 
since  the  days  of  the  free  range  down  to  the  present  mod- 
ern stock  farm.  For  three  years  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  Houston  boys  in  the  Panhandle,  and  then  in  1883 
came  out  to  Pecos  county  and  was  employed  by  the  well 
known  rancher  J.  D.  Houston  for  about  eight  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  was  far  enough  along  to  begin 
operations  for  himself,  and  since  then  fhe  career  of  Ship- 
ton  Parke  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  to  all  the 
stockmen  of  the  state.  His  largest  ranch  is  thirty  miles 
east  of  Stockton  and  contains  about  fifty  thousand  acres 
of  land.  His  headquarters  are  equipped  with  all  the 
modern  improvements  for  raising  and  handling  cattle 
and  other  live  stock.  Mr.  Parke  was  one  of  the  organiz- 
ers of  the  First  State  Bank  of  Fort  Stockton,  and  has 
since  been  its  president.  He  was  also  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  First  National  Bank  in  this  city,  and  also 
has  a  large  share  of  its  stock. 

In  Fort  Stockton,  on  February  26,  lS9fi,  he  married 
Miss  Emma  Lea  Shelton.  a  daughter  of  Gabriel  Shelton, 
who  was  formerly  a  resident  of  Illinois.  The  marriage 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parke  was  celebrated  in  the  old  gov- 
ernment guardhouse  at  Fort  Stockton.     Their  four  chil- 


dren, two  sons  and  two  daughters,  are  Iva,  deceased; 
Gladys,  Shipton  V.  and  Chester.  Mr.  Parke  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  he  is  af- 
filiated with  the  Fort  Stockton  Commercial  Club.  His 
politics  is  Democratic,  and  on  public  questions,  as  well 
as  in  business  affairs,  he  has  always  been  noted  for  his 
ready  and  effective  utterance  of  his  opinions  and  con- 
victions, and  such  has  been  his  success  that  his  judg- 
ment is  relied  upon  implicitly  by  all  who  seek  it  or  are 
sufficiently  within  his  friendship  to  be  accorded  the 
privilege  of  his  advice  and  counsel.  Mr.  Parke  served 
as  county  commissioner  of  Pecos  county  for  one  term. 
He  is  fond  of  all  kinds  of  social  amusements  and  out- 
door  sports,   particularly   baseball. 

Ralph  B.  Slight.  Now  postmaster  and  proprietor  of 
a  drug  business  in  Alpine,  Mr.  Slight  began  his  career 
in  Texas  about  thirty  years  ago  as  a  cowboy,  riding  the 
old  cattle  trails,  both  north  and  south,  and  having  an 
experience  in  the  cattle  business  which  took  him  all 
over  the  state,  into  several  of  the  western  territories,  and 
into  Old  Mexico.  By  industry  and  good  management, 
and  an  honesty  for  which  all  his  old  and  new  friends 
would  vouch,  he  prospered  as  a  business  man  and  has 
attained  to  a  position  of  esteem  in  his  community. 

Ralph  B.  Slight  is  a  native  of  England,  where  he 
was  born  on  November  25,  1868.  His  parents  were 
William  C.  and  Charlotte  Ann  (Gadsby)  SUght,  both 
natives  of  England,  where  they  were  married.  The  fam- 
ily moved  to  Texas  and  located  at  San  Antonio  in  1888. 
The  father  had  settled  there  in  1884,  and  was  engaged  in 
the  plumbing  business  until  his  death,  in  1904,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-two.  He  also  took  much  interest  in  local 
affairs  and  politics  at  San  Antonio.  The  mother  passed 
away  in  England  at  the  age  of  forty-two,  and  her  body 
rests  in  her  native  land,  while  that  of  her  husband  is 
interred  at  San  Antonio. 

The  early  education  of  the  Alpine  postmaster  was 
attained  in  the  English  schools,  although  he  did  not  at- 
tend after  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  The  first  posi- 
tion in  which  he  began  earning  his  own  way  was  as 
clerk  in  a  drug  store,  and  at  the  beginning  his  wages 
were  only  75e  per  week.  A  short  time  later  he  got  a 
better  place,  in  a  lawyer 's  office,  as  office  boy,  and  fol- 
lowed that  work  until  he  came  to  the  United  States,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen.  After  living  in  San  Antonio  only 
a  few  months,  he  came  out  to  Brewster  county,  which 
has  been  his  real  home  ever  since,  although  his  activities 
have  taken  him  pretty  much  over  the  entire  southwestern 
country.  He  worked  on  a  ranch  for  several  years,  and 
then  became  connected  with  some  of  the  large  cattle 
concerns  in  capacities  which  took  hiin  over  the  trails 
through  cattle  country.  He  was  for  about  twelve  years 
engaged  in  that  work,  and  during  that  time  did  consid- 
erable business  in  the  buying  and  dealing  in  cattle  on 
his  own  account.  In  1898  he  took  a  place  in  a  mer- 
cantile establishment  at  Alpine,  and  two  years  later 
1  nupht  his  present  business,  where  he  carries  a  full  line 
of  drugs  and  druggists'  sundries  and  enjoys  a  large 
trade  in  this  community.  Mr.  Slight  was  first  married 
at  Alpine  in  1898.  to  Miss  Lottie  Williams,  who  died 
in  1903,  leaving  two  children,  a  son  and  daughter, 
named  Gladys  and  Bernal.  At  San  Antonio,  on  October 
12,  1910,  Mr.  Slight  married  for  his  present  wife  Miss 
Mary  Sanford,  daughter  of  William  Sanford,  now  of 
Alpine.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Ralph  B.  Jr. 
Mr.  Slight  and  family  are  regular  members  of  the 
Methodist  church  at  Alpine.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated 
with  Masonry,  having  been  master  of  the  Blue  Lodge 
three  times  and  for  two  years  district  deputy  grand 
mnster.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  done  much  prac- 
tical politics  as  a  Republican,  and  in  January,  1913,  was 
appointed  to  the  office  of  Postmaster  at  Alpine,  taking 
charge  of  the  office  at  the  same  time  the  parcel  post 
svstem  was  inaugurated.     Mr.  Slight  is  fond  of  outdoor 
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sports  and  athletics  and  at  one  time  was  manager  of  the 
Alpine  Baseball  Team. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Sheph^bd.  While  the  career  of 
Mr.  Shepherd  for  the  past  sis  years  has  identified  him 
with  the  old  Panhandle  town  of  Memphis,  where  he  is 
proprietor  of  the  Memphis  Democrat  and  the  present 
postmaster,  his  work  as  a  newspaper  man  has  taken  him 
to  various  localities,  both  in  Texas  and  Oklahoma,  and 
he  has  a  large  acquaintance  among  Southwestern  people 
and  numbers  among  his  friends  many  prominent  men  in 
business  and  public  affairs. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Shepherd  was  born  December  11, 
1879,  at  Tupelo,  Mississippi,  a  son  of  Jeremiah  George 
and  Nancy  Caroline  Shepherd.  His  father,  who  fought 
on  the  side  of  the  South  during  the  Civil  war  and  lost  a 
leg  at  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  was  engaged  from 
early  manhood  until  1S85  in  the  practice  of  medicine, 
and  in  the  latter  year  was  elected  district  clerk  of  Hunt 
county,  Texas,  and  held  that  office  fourteen  years.  His 
death  occurred  March  5,  1906,  at  Clarendon,  where  his 
widow  still  lives. 

Benjamin  F.  Shepherd  was  reared  chiefly  at  Green- 
ville, graduated  from  a  select  school,  and  later,  in  1898, 
took  a  business  college  course.  His  early  experiences 
were  such  as  happen  to  the  average  boy  who  lives  at 
home  with  his  parents  and  attends  the  local  schools  and 
is  subjected  to  the  usual  influences  of  a  small  community. 
Through  tlie  influence  of  some  friends,  he  was  directed, 
after  leaving  school,  into  the  printer 's  trade,  and  was 
employed  in  that  line  with  more  or  less  regularity  until 
September  27,  1904.  At  that  date,  with  his  father, 
mother,  two  sister  and  two  brothers,  he  moved  to  Clar- 
endon, and  was  employed  as  a  printer  on  the  Banner- 
Stockman  until  October  1,  1905.  Mr.  Shepherd  then 
moved  to  Memphis  and  became  foreman  for  the  Hall 
county  Herald,  but  about  a  year  and  a  half  later,  on 
March  2,  1907,  went  to  Hollis,  Oklahoma,  to  take  the 
position  of  editor  and  manager  on  the  Post-Herald  of 
that  city.  On  September  15th  of  the  fame  year  he  re- 
turned to  Memphis,  which  has  since  been  his  permanent 
home.  From  his  work  as  foreman  on  the  Hall  county 
Herald  he  graduated  on  December  1.5,  1908,  into  a  half 
interest  in  the  Memphis  Democrat,  a  weekly  paper, 
which  was  established  July  8,  1908.  Mr.  Shepherd  was 
its  editor  and  business  manager  until  October  13,  1913, 
when  he  bought  the  interest  of  his  partner,  and  is  now 
sole   owner   and   proprietor. 

After  the  election  of  Woodrow  Wilson  as  president, 
Mr.  Shepherd  began  an  active  campaign  for  the  office 
of  postmaster  at  Memphis,  and  secured"  an  almost  solid 
endorsement  of  the  business  men  and  citi?ens  who  were 
patrons  of  the  office.  Then,  at  his  personal  urging,  the 
congressman  from  the  district  ordered  a  postoffice  pri- 
mary, and  seven  candidates  for  the  office  were  voted 
iinon.  Out  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  votes  east, 
Mr.  Shepherd  received  two  hundred  and  four,  only  nine 
votes  less  than  a  mainritv  of  the  total.  This  primary 
was  held  January  3,  1914,  and  his  appointment  was  con- 
firmed by  the  United  States  Senate  February  11,  1914, 
and  he  took  office  March  4th  of  the  same  year.  Since 
devoting  his  attention  to  the  Memphis  postoffice,  he  has 
turned  over  the  management  of  his  paper  to  an  editor 
and  manager. 

Mr.  Shepherd  served  three  years  as  a  member  of  the 
Texas  Volunteer  Guards  at  Greenville.  Politically,  his 
stanch  Democracy  has  always  been  in  evidence,  and 
Texas  hag  no  more  enthusiaptic  supporter  of  Woodrow 
Wilson  and  his  broad  and  beneficent  policies,  his  states- 
manship and  prnpressive  political  economy,  than  Mr. 
Shepherd.  Since  the  age  of  fourteen  he  has  been  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Christian  church,  and  for  three 
years  was  church  clerk,  and  deacon  five  years.  Frater- 
nally, he  joined  the  Pvetorian  Lodge  in  'l90fi.  the  Odd 
Fellows  iri  1907.  the  Maccabees  in  1906,  and  the  Ma- 
sonic Lodge  in   1910.     On  July  2,   1905,  at  Clarendon, 


Texas,  Mr.  Shepherd  married  Miss  Barbara  A.  Pirtle. 
Their  four  children  are  all  sons,  as  follows:  Praetoria 
Ben  Shepherd,  born  June  2,  1906 ;  Bonnie  James,  born 
December  22,  1907;  Donald  Ellis,  born  January  25, 
1910,  and  Eugene  Claude,  born  October  11,  1911,  and 
died  October  10,  1912. 

Andrew  Stephens  Lowrey.  One  of  the  most  pic- 
turesque figures  among  the  citizens  of  Colorado  county 
is  Andrew  Stephens  Lowrey,  an  ex-ranger,  for  many 
years  identified  with  practical  business  affairs,  and  now 
living  retired  at  his  home  in  Colorado.  He  was  one  of 
those  brave  and  hardy  men  who  risked  their  lives  almost 
daily  during  the  seventies  in  safeguarding  the  wild  and 
dangerous  frontier  along  the  EJo  Grande.  JIany  of  the 
adventures  and  exploits  can  be  recalled  by  Mr.  Lowrey, 
and  his  conversation  is  exceedingly  interesting  when 
directed  to  his  experiences  as  a  ranger.  While  talking 
of  those  days,  his  eye  kindles  with  a  light  which  indi- 
cates the  fire  and  enthusiasm  needed  for  a  good  soldier, 
and  he  was  one  of  the  best  of  his  time. 

Mr.  Lowrey  was  born  in  Georgia,  March  27,  1849,  a 
son  of  Andrew  P.  and  Margaret  C.  (Beaty)  Lowrey, 
both  natives  of  Georgia.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
Robert  Beaty,  was  a  planter  and  slaveholder  in  that 
state.  Two  of  the  great-grandfathers  were  natives  of 
Ireland.  A  special  characteristic  of  the  Lowrey  family 
is  its  genius  for  mechanical  accomplishment.  Mr.  Low- 
rey's  father  was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  but  .-..inliiinNl  u  ith 
.that  vocation  great  skill  as  a  mechanic  nn.l  imllw  i  i^lit. 
In  character  his  father  was  stern,  of  dcri.lcil  coin  n  i  i.ms, 
and  lived  a  life  of  great  usefulness  botli  to  hi.s  I'uuiily 
and  to  the  public  community.  For  many  years  he  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  later  was  tax  assessor  of  his 
county,  and  finally  a  member  of  the  Georgia  legislature. 
The  parents  moved  to  Texas  in  1868,  settling  in  Colorado 
county,  where  they  purchased  land  upon  which  they  lived 
the  balance  of  their  days.  Mr.  Lowrey  has  six  brothers, 
all  of  whom  are  mechanics.  Four  of  these  brothers  went 
through  the  war  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  all  re- 
turned safely.  These  old  soldiers  are:  E.  H.  Lowrey, 
of  Lubbock,  Texas;  John  A.,  a  resident  of  Columbus, 
who  was  in  the  Virginia  army  under  Lee  and  took  part 
in  nearly  all  the  bloody  battles  of  that  state,  serving  at 
the  Wilderness  and  at  Gettysburg  and  many  othev= : 
J.  R.  Lowrey  of  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  and  James  C. 
Lowrey,  of  Weimar,  Texas.  The  other  living  children 
are:  George,  of  Eagle  Lake,  Texas;  Frances  Barto,  of 
Graham,  Texas;  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Thomas  of  Eagle 
Lake.  The  children,  Sallie,  Nancy,  Martha,  William, 
David   and   Eason,   are  all   deceased. 

As  a  boy  Mr.  Lowrey  had  very  few  advantages  to  ac- 
quire an  education.  Early  in  his  childhood  five  months 
of  rural  schooling  were  given  him  and  when  he  was 
sixteen  years  old  he  had  the  privilege  of  attending 
school  four  months  longer.  All  the  rest  of  his  mental 
equipment,  and  he  is  by  no  means  an  unintelligent  nOr 
poorly  informed  man,  was  received  from  private  read- 
ing, and  close  observation  of  men  and  affairs.  He  was 
nineteen  years  of  age  when  the  family  located  in  Colo- 
rado county,  and  for  the  first  few  years  he  did  farm 
labor.  Always  of  a  venturesome  spirit,  loving  a  life  in 
the  open,  not  unmixed  with  danger,  he  spent  five  years 
on  the  open  range  as  a  cowboy.  In  1875  he  joined 
the  Texas  rangers  under  the  famous  Captain  McNalley, 
who  had  gained  the  rank  of  captain  by  service  in  the 
Confederate  army,  and  was  one  of  the  bravest  men  that 
ever  lived.  The  territory  patrolled  by  this  command  of 
rangers  comprised  the  two  hundred  miles  of  wild  region 
along  the  Rio  Grande  River.  Those  familiar  with  the 
history  of  South  Texas  forty  years  ago  will  recall  that 
a  wide  belt  of  country  existed  as  a  zone  for  the  opera- 
tions of  outlaws,  Mexican  and  Indian  bandits,  and  all 
the  riff-raff  of  the  frontier.  A  complete  account  of  all 
the  outrages,  thieving,  murdering  that  went  on  in  that 
?one  during  the  seventies  wUl  probably  never  be  com- 
piled.    It  was  in  that  region  that  Mr.  Lowrey  gained 


1622 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


his  experience  as  a  ranger.  At  one  time  lie  was  a  mem- 
ber of  a  company  of  thirty  men  who  went  across  the 
river  into  old  Mexico  after  a  band  of  cattle  thieves. 
For  two  days  they  subsisted  there,  holding  off  an  at- 
tacking army  of  three  hundred  men.  In  the  end  the 
Mexican  raiders  were  brought  to  terms  and  the  cattle 
recovered.  These  rangers  were  trained  to  endure  long, 
hard  rides,  and  quick  and  accurate  shooting  was  of 
course  a  prerequisite  of  membership  in  the  organization. 
Often  Mr.  Lowrey  and  his  companions  had  no  food  ex- 
cept game  kiUed  on  the  plains.  Many  a  batch  of  bread 
was  mixed  up  on  a  saddle  blanket  and  cooked  on  a  stick 
before  a  fire.  Mr.  Lowrey  was  a  ranger  when  the 
famous  desperado  King  Fisher  was  captured.  They  took 
him  alive  at  Cuero,  Texas,  although  the  noted  outlaw 
had  vowed  he  would  never  be  taken  alive. 

After  leaving  the  ranger  service  Mr.  Lowrey  returned 
to  Colorado  county  and  took  up  farming.  He  next 
bought  a  blacksmith  shop  at  TVeimar,  and  lived  and 
prospered  there  seventeen  years.  Selling  out  his  shop, 
he  took  up  carpenter  work  for  three  years  until  as  a 
result  of  a  fall  he  was  badly  crippled  in  the  ankle  and 
foot.  He  then  bought  a  shop  at  Altair  and  followed 
the  blacksmith's  trade  there  thirteen  years.  On  selling 
out  that  enterprise  he  was  about  four  years  proprietor 
of  a  boarding  house  at  Eagle  Lake.  For  the  past  four 
years  his  home  has  been  in  Columbus,  and  he  is  now 
largely  retired. 

In  1879  Mr.  Lowrey  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Ora  Walker,  of  Colorado  county,  a  daughter  of  E.  S. 
Walker,  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  a  pioneer 
Texan.  The  children  born  to  ilr.  and  Mrs.  Lowrey  were : 
Wallace  Walker  Lowrey,  of  Houston,  and  Charles  Bar- 
nett  Lowrey,  living  at"  liome.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  ilr.  Lowrey  was  married  in  1S98  to  Miss 
Virginia  Little.  She  was  born  in  Georgia,  a  daughter 
of  J.  R.  Little.  She  died  at  childbirth,  and  the  chOd 
also  died.  The  present  Mrs.  Lowrey  before  her  mar- 
riage, which  occurred  February  5,  1900,  was  Miss  Lulu 
Strahan.  She  was  born  in  Colorado  county,  a  daughter 
of  J.  E.  and  Cornelia  Elizabeth  (Walker)  Strahan.  Her 
father,  also  a  native  of  Colorado  county,  is  now  living  in 
Eagle  Lake,  and  grandfather,  Howard  William  Strahan, 
eame  from  Scotland,  was  a  pioneer  physician  and  early 
planter  in  Texas.  J.  E.  Strahan  served  as  a  Confederate 
soldier  all  through  the  war  as  a  member  of  Company 
D  of  the  Texas  Mounted  Infantry.  Before  the  war  he 
had  a  plantation  and  worked  it  w'ith  his  slaves.  He  has 
lived  a  long  and  useful  life,  is  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
served  as  constable  in  Colorado  county  for  many  years, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  known  local  citizens.  Mrs.  Low- 
rey's  mother  died  January  21;  1913.  She  came  to  Texas 
when  but  three  years  of  age.  The  mother  of  Elizabeth 
Walker  died  soon  after  the  family  moved  to  Texas,  a 
victim  of  cholera,  and  left  five  little  children  for  her 
husband  to  look  after.  Mr.  Walker  did  not  break  up 
his  home,  but  took  the  children  out  to  the  fields  with 
him  while  he  planted  and  tended  the  crops,  and  then 
eame  home  at  mealtime  and  cooked  and  prepared  food 
for  them.  Later  he  married  Miss  Polly  Cone,  who  proved 
a  kind  and  good  mother  to  the  children  and  reared  them 
well.  Mrs.  Lowrey  comes  from  a  military  family.  Her 
younger  brother  Wliit  was  a  member  of  her  father's 
company  during  the  war.  The  other  brothers  were  also 
soldiers,  James  and  Edward,  and  died  at  Sabine  Pass. 
Both  j\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Lowrey  are  memliers  of  the  Campbel- 
lite  church  and  are  living  lives  consistent  with  their  faith. 
They  also  belong  to  the  Independent  Puritans.  For 
many  years  Mr.  Lowrey  has  been  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  order. 

Egbert  Henry  Norris.  In  the  death  of  Robert  Henry 
Norris  on  March  17,  1911,  Childress  lost  a  business  men 
and  citizen  who  had  been  a  very  efficient  factor  in  making 
his  home  city  one  of  the  best  commercial  centers  of  North 
Texas.  He  was  in  business  there  as  a  banker  and  mer- 
chant from  the  pioneer  days  until  permanence  and  pros- 


perity became  a  surety,  and  none  were  more  zealous, 
more  public  spirited,  more  practical  in  promoting  that 
end  than  the  late  Mr.  Norris. 

In  Franklin  parish,  Louisiana,  he  was  born  July  22, 
1S6G,  and  was  less  than  forty-five  years  of  age  when  he 
died.  His  parents  were  Tolbert  Wallace  and  Thekla 
(Patten  Dobbs)  Norris.  Tolbert  Wallace  Norris  was  a 
son  of  Thomas  Lane  Norris,  who  was  born  in  1800  and 
came  to  Mississippi  from  the  Carolinas,  locating  in 
Franklin  parish,  Louisiana,  some  time  between  1830 
and  1S40,  and  died  there  in  1852.  He  was  a  prominent 
planter.  Tolbert  was  the  second  in  a  family  of  ten 
children.  He  first  married  Miss  Laurena  House,  and 
three  children  were' born,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
whUe  Lizzie  grew  to  maturity  and  married  Dr.  J.  A. 
Holloway,  a  prominent  physician  of  Round  Rock,  Texas. 
Tolbert  W.  Norris  for  his  second  wife  was  married  in 
Franklin  Parish,  March  8,  1860,  to  Thekla  Patten 
Dobbs.  She  became  the  mother  of  twelve  children,  most 
of  whom  lived  to  maturity,  and  the  late  Robert  fi. 
Norris  was  fourth  among  them.  The  father  died  April 
30,  1890,  and  the  mother  is  stUl  living  in  Childress. 

Robert  Henry  Norris  received  his  early  education  in 
the  parish  schools  of  his  native  locality,  until  he  was 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  assisted  in  the  work  of  the 
home  plantation  until  he  was  eighteen.  At  that  time 
he  went  to  Georgetown,  Texas,  spent  one  year  on  a 
farm,  was  then  employed  in  a  drug  store  at  Round  Rock, 
after  which  a  brief  employment  in  a  bank  gave  him  his 
first  experience  in  that  business,  but  the  work  proved 
too  confining,  and  he  left  it  for  the  hardware  business 
in  Round  Rock.  Two  years  later  he  took  charge  of  a 
store  at  Elgin,  Texas,  from  there  moved  to  Belton,  was 
in  the  hardware  business  there  for  two  years,  and  then, 
on  September  1,  1891,  arrived  at  Childress,  which  was 
to  be  the  scene  of  his  most  successful  efforts  and  influence 
as  a  business  man  and  citizen.  lu  partnership  with  Dr. 
Holloway,  who,  as  previously  mentioned,  married  his 
half-sister,  he  bought  the  business  of  the  Swift  Hardware 
Company.  It  was  from  an  humble  beginning,  with  a 
limited  education  and  with  no  assistance  from  anyone, 
that  Robert  H.  Norris  grew  to  be  one  of  the  leading  men 
of  North  Texas.  After  four  years  in  a  partnership  he 
bought  Dr.  Holloway 's  interest,  and  the  business  was 
thereafter  conducted  as  the  Norris  Hardware  Company. 
He  built  up  an  establishment  which  was  the  pride  of  the 
community,  and  considered  the  largest  store  of  its  kind 
in  all  this  section  of  the  State.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  City  National  Bank  of  Childress,  was 
vice  president  of  that  substantial  institution,  and  was 
president  of  the  First  State  Bank  of  Kirkland.  He 
organized  the  Norris  Implement  Company,  which  is  also 
a  big  concern,  and  had  many  other  relations  with  the 
commerce  of  his  locality. 

The  late  Mr.  Norris  was  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  was  a  Democrat,  served  his  community  as  a  school 
trustee,  and  his  support  was  always  offered  to  any  move- 
ment toward  the  public  good.  From  early  childhood  he 
was  a  church  worker,  and  when  only  nineteen  years  of 
age  was  made  a  deacon  in  his  church  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  an  elder  of  the  Southern  Presbyterian 
Church  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  He 
was  president  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  at  Childress.  His  religion 
was  of  the  kind  that  finds  its  way  into  all  the  business 
and  social  affairs  of  the  world,  ,iust  as  it  was  exempli- 
fied in  church  and  Sunday  school.  The  result  was  that 
no  man  ever  had  cause  to  doubt  his  sincerity  and  absolute 
integritv. 

On  July  3,  1901,  in  Childress,  he  married  Miss  Nannie 
Edgerton,  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  a  daughter  of 
T.  M.  and  N.  D.  Edgerton,  of  North  Carolina,  a  family 
which  settled  in  the  Texas  Panhandle  in  the  early  days, 
her  father  having  become  one  of  the  well-known  stock- 
men  of   his   section.     Her   father   enlisted   from    North 
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Caroliua  in  the  Civil  war,  aud  ivent  tliroughout  the  eun- 
aict  iu  the  Confederate  army.  Both  her  parents  are 
now  deceased,  her  mother  having  passed  away  in  June, 
1909,  in  Childress,  at  the  age  ot  sixty-eight,  and  her 
father  died  there  at  the  age  of  seventy  in  1S99.  Mrs. 
Norris,  who  was  fifth  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  was 
reared  in  Texas,  attended  the  Childress  high  school,  and 
it  was  after  graduation  from  that  school  that  she  became 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Norris.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church.  The  four  children  of  Mr.  Norris  and 
wife  were:  Nannie  N.  T.  Norris,  born  at  Childress, 
April  28,  1902,  and  now  attending  school;  Eobert  H., 
Jr.,  born  at  Childress,  June  1,  1904,  and  in  school;  Tol- 
bert  Norris,  born  June  12,  190G,  in  Childress,  and  in 
school;  Janet  Irene  Norris,  born  in  Childress,  January  9, 
1909.  The  late  Mr.  Norris  built  and  owns  the  large 
building  in  which  his  hardware  business  was  conducted, 
and  the  Norris  home  in  Childress,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  attractive  and  comfortable  residences  of  the  city,  in 
which  his  widow  and  children  now  live. 

His  church,  the  lodges  of  the  Elks  and  Knights  of 
Pythias,  all  paid  his  memory  high  tributes,  showing  that 
no  ordinary  man  had  been  taken  from  their  brotherhood. 
It  will  serve  to  supplement,  at  the  risk  of  some  repe- 
tition, the  above  general  review  of  his  career  to  quote 
some  sentences  from  some  editorials  in  the  two  local 
papers,  written  by  men  who  were  closely  familiar  with 
his  activities  in  the  community: 

' '  Starting  his  business  in  Childress  in  a  small  way 
some  years  ago,  Mr.  Norris'  unusual  qualities  gradually 
attracted  to  him  the  best  trade  of  the  country,  and  for 
many  years  his  name  and  goods  were  household  words  for 
hundreds  of  miles  around  on  every  side.  His  strict  hab- 
its, honesty  and  high  business  ideals  caused  his  business 
to  grow  year  by  year,  until  the  firm  became  one  of  the 
best  known  in  all  Northwest  Texas.  Of  recent  years 
the  retail  trade  of  the  firm  had  been  somewhat  circum- 
scribed by  the  advent  of  more  railroads  into  the  country, 
but  in  lieu  thereof  they  have  built  up  a  large  wholesale 
trade  with  surrounding  towns,  and  the  business  still 
remains  one  of  the  largest  in  the  country. 

"Ever  since  coming  to  Childress  Mr.  Norris  has 
taken  a  leading  part  in  the  social  and  religious  life  of 
the  city  and  was  ever  ready  to  give  his  labor  and  money 
to  any  worthy  cause  that  had  for  its  purpose  the  advance- 
ment of  the  city  in  any  laudable  direction.  He  was  a 
natural  leader  of  men,  and  his  influence  was  felt  in  all 
the  affairs  of  Childress.  Not  many  of  the  permanent 
improvements  of  the  city  were  ever  accomplished  in 
which  he  did  not  perform  a  leading  part,  both  with 
means  and  safe  counsel,  and  it  has  often  been  most 
truthfully  said  of  him  that  he  was  one  man  of  means 
that  was  always  willing  to  use  it  for  public  benefit  as 
well  as  personal  use.  He  will  be  missed  in  the  business 
and  social  life  of  our  town  and  county,  but  above  all 
he  will  be  missed  in  the  religious  life,  especially  in 
that  of  his  own  church.  He  was  always  at  his  post  of 
duty,  letting  nothing  interfere  with  the  performance  of 
his  obligations  to  his  God.  He  assisted  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Presbyterian  Sunday  school,  and  was  the 
only  superintendent  it  ever  had  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death." 

Another  editorial  reads  in  part  as  follows:  "E.  H. 
Norris  was  a  man  among  many  thousands.  He  was 
beloved  and  highly  respected  by  all,  no  matter  what  their 
manner  of  life  might  have  been.  He  was  looked  upon  as 
one  of  the  highest  type  of  a  business  man.  He  was 
prompt  and  truthful  in  his  business  dealings,  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  there  was  ever  a  man  who  had  a  larger 
acquaintance  among  the  farmers  and  ranchmen  of  the 
State  than  he,  and  each  one  of  these  men  had  the  most 
implicit  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  Mr.  Norris. 

"Not  only  was  he  attentive  to  business,  prompt  in  all 
its  demands,  but  he  found  time  to  work  for  the  churches 
and  the  schools  of  the  tovni  and  county.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  this  city,  and  had 


been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  since  its  organi- 
zation. He  was  liberal  with  his  money  for  tlio  .•.■niso  of 
the  church,  and  there  never  was  a  subscri|>tii)ii  li-t  ]iic- 
sented  to  him  calling  for  money  with  whirli  tu  lnnl.!  a 
church  but  what  his  name  was  placed  upmi  Ihc  list,  and 
the  amount  was  among  the  largest  given.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  of  this  city,  being 
made  a  knight  on  December  30,  1891.  In  the  early  years 
of  the  order  in  this  city  he  was  one  of  the  hardest  work- 
ing members  of  the  lodge.  He  rarely  missed  a  meeting, 
it  is  said,  and  took  delight  in  assisting  in  the  work. 
When  the  Elks  were  organized  in  Childress  he  went  in 
as  a  charter  member,  and  has  been  a  friend  of  the  lodge 
ever  since. 

' '  In  the  work  of  building  up  the  schools  Mr.  Norris 
had  few  equals  among  our  people.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees  many  times,  and  held  that 
position  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  strong  advo- 
cate of  the  building  of  the  first  brick  school  building 
of  the  city,  and  when  the  question  of  voting  taxes  for 
this  purpose  came  up,  he  not  only  advocated  the  tax,  but 
got  out  and  worked  for  it.  The  same  way  in  building 
up  the  town.  He  was  ready  and  anxious  to  give  of  his 
money  and  time  to  any  enterprise  that  was  for  the 
betterment  and  upbuilding  of  the  place.  He  was  a  man 
of  strong  views,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  express  them,  but 
gave  to  others  the  same  courtesies  that  he  asked  and  did 
not  fall  out  with  a  man  because  he  did  differ  with  him. 

"He  will  be  missed  not  only  among  his  business  asso- 
ciates, by  his  customers,  but  by  the  people  of  the  town 
and  county,  irrespective  of  their  calling  or  vocation.  He 
was  the  leader  among  the  people  and  they  will  miss  that 
leadership  and  it  will  be  a  long  time,  we  are  afraid, 
before  another  man  takes  his  place. ' ' 

Capt.  Edgar  Schkamm.  To  the  struggle  for  more 
liberal  government  in  central  Europe,  which  had  its 
culmination  in  1848  in  the  suppression  of  the  patriots 
and  in  the  self-expatriation  of  many  of  their  leaders, 
the  United  States  owes  some  of  its  best  citizenship. 
Capt.  Edgar  Schramm,  one  of  San  Antonio's  most  dis- 
tinguished citizens,  was  still  a  child  in  Prussia  when  the 
revolt  against  the  Bavarian  government  was  suppressed, 
and  five  years  later  was  lirought  to  America  by  his 
parents.  Here  his  career  has  been  one  crowded  with 
interesting  experiences  and  notable  achievements,  and  as 
an  early  Texas  ranger,  soldier,  merchant,  publisher  and 
diplomat  he  has  attained  unqualified  distinction  in  the 
land  of  his  adoption.  He  was  born  in  Prussia,  in  1841, 
and  is  a  son  of  Ernest  von  Schramm  and  Apolonia  (von 
Wyschetzki)   von  Schramm. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Captain  Schramm  served 
with  the  Prussian  army  throughout  the  Napoleonic  wars 
as  a  military  surgeon,  and  achieved  eminence  both  as  an 
officer  and  in  his  profession.  Ernest  von  Schramm  was 
born  in  the  beautiful  and  historic  city  of  Danzig,  Prus- 
sia, on  the  Baltic  sea,  in  1808,  soon  after  the  edict  of 
Napoleon  declaring  Danzig  a  republic.  He  received  ex- 
cellent educational  advantages  in  the  Universities  of 
Bonn  and  Berlin,  and  in  1853  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  family  and  located  at  New  Brnunfi-ls,  Texas, 
having  cast  his  fortunes  with  the  colony  fdim.lpil  I'v 
Prince  Solms-Braunfels.  About  one  ycni-  later  he  re- 
moved to  Guadaloupe  county,  locating  on  a  farm  on  the 
San  Geronimo  river,  about"  six  miles  from  Seguin,  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  wife  was  the 
Countess  Apolonia  von  Wyschetzki,  who  was  born  in 
Poland,  a  member  of  a  distinguished  family  of  the 
nobility  and  a  beautiful  woman  of  rare  talents.  She 
died  in  Prussia,  to  which  country  she  had  returned  iu 
her  latter  years. 

Capt.  Edgar  Schramm's  interesting,  varied  and  event- 
ful career  began  during  a  time  of  great  hardships  to 
the  early  settlers  of  Texas,  arising  from  lack  of  money- 
making  crops,  high  prices  for  the  bare  necessities  of 
life,  depredations  bv  the  hostile  Indians  and  numerous 
other   adverse   conditions.      One   of   his   earliest   occupa- 
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tions  was  driving  ox-team  freight  wagons  from  Indian- 
ola,  on  the  coast,  to  the  interior  of  Texas,  a  journey 
fraught  with  great  danger  and  numerous  hardships. 
Prior  to  the  outljreali  of  the  war  between  the  South  and 
the  North  he  had  joined  the  volunteer  Eanger  service 
for  protection  against  the  Indians,  and  in  that  capacity 
patrolled  the  frontier  from  Bed  river  to  the  Eio  Grande. 
When  hostilities  were  declared  between  the  states,  in 
April,  1861,  he  entered  the  Texas  State  troops,  becom- 
ing a  member  of  the  First  Texas  Eegiment  of  Mounted 
Volunteers,  which  had  been  organized  mainly  for  pro- 
tection against  the  Indians.  He  remained  with  this 
organisation  for  nearly  a  year,  and  then  joined  the 
regular  Confederate  army,  receiving  a  lieutenant's  com- 
mission in  Company  F,  Thirty-second  Texas  Cavalry, 
Gen.  X.  P.  DeBray  's  Brigade,  Wharton 's  Cavalry  Corps. 
This  company,  of  which  the  dashing  young  lieutenant 
later  became  captain,  was  recruited  at  New  Braunfels, 
and  was  noted  for  the  men  in  its  ranks  who  could  lay 
claim  to  nobility,  and  many  of  whom  had  seen  active 
service  in  the  Prussian  army.  Captain  Schramm  com- 
manded his  company  throughout  the  campaign  against 
Banks,  in  Louisiana,  and  among  others  participated  in 
the  sanguinary  engagements  at  Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill 
and  Yellow  Bayou. 

On  the  close  of  his  military  service  Captain  Schramm 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  New  Braunfels, 
and  subsequently  went  to  Galveston,  where  he  was  the 
proprietor  of  a  wholesale  grocery  enterprise  until  1870, 
in  which  year  he  transferred  his  operations  and  activi- 
ties to  San  Antonio.  He  disposed  of  his  mercantile  in- 
terests in  1888,  when  he  established  the  tirst  Democratic 
German  newspaper  in  San  Antonio,  the  Texas  Staats- 
Zeitung.  Under  his  direction  and  editorship  this  be- 
came one  of  the  important  influences  in  Texas  polities, 
and  contributed  materially  to  the  success  of  a  number  of 
Democrats  who  rose  to  high  position.  At  this  time  Cap- 
tain Schramm  became  himself  a  prominent  figure  in  San 
Antonio  politics,  and  was  nominated  and  made  the  race 
for  mayor  against  Bryan  Callaghan,  but  was  defeated  by 
a  small  majority.  In  1893,  during  President  Cleveland's 
second  administration,  Captain  Schramm 's  abilities  and 
talents  were  recognized  by  his  appointment  to  the  post 
of  consul-general  to  the  Republic  of  Uruguay,  South 
America,  a  position  he  held  until  1897.  Captain  Schramm 
is  now  living  a  somewhat  retired  life,  having  disposed 
of  his  interests  in  the  Staats-Zeitung  to  his  son-in-law, 
Albert  Hohrath,  the  present  publisher  and  editor.  How- 
ever, he  still  retains  the  vice  presidency  of  the  Equitable 
Life  Insurance  Company,  of  San  Antonio,  and  daily 
attends  to  his  property  interests  in  this  city.  A  man 
of  strong  and  dominating  personality,  he  has  made  his 
influence  forcibly  felt  in  the  various  fields  of  endeavor 
in  which  he  has  been  engaged.  He  has  borne  a  useful 
and  honorable  part  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs,  has 
adorned  social  life  by  his  genial  spirit,  and  set  before  the 
community  an  example  of  enterprise  in  business,  integ- 
rity in  office  and  moderation  in  the  conduct  of  life. 

Captain  Schramm  was  married  to  Miss  Antonia  von 
Benner,  daughter  of  Adolph  von  Benner,  who  came  to 
New  Braunfels.  Texas,  as  chief  of  commissary  with  the 
founder,  Pr-rrn  Snlmc  Brninit'i'l«.  Seven  children  have  been 
born  t..  '  :ii."i  .,  :,'  .1  Mi-^.  Sriii  ;nriiii :  Gilbert  Ernest,  a 
taleiitr  ^.    ,  _      ii,;!!'  .it    till'  I  !iii-innati  Conservatory 

of  -Mii-ir,  \:,].-v  M  |,r,.lr-«(ir  .if  voice  culture  in  that 
noted  institution,  anil  now  the  leader  of  his  profession  in 
Texas;  Milton,  who  is  connected  with  the  Southwestern 
Telephone  Company  of  San  Antonio ;  Harold,  who  is 
secretary  of  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
this  city;  Darwin,  who  is  connected  with  the  Southwest- 
ern Telephone  Company;  Texas,  attorney-at-law  in  San 
Antonio;  Hertha,  who  married  Albert  Hohrath,  pub- 
lisher and  editor  of  the  Texas  Staats-Zeitiinfj,  and  Miss 
Tonny,  at  home  with  her  father. 

James  Everett  McAsh.\n.  Besides  his  well-known 
position    as   a    Texas   banker,   being   vice-president   and 


cashier  of  the  South  Texas  Commercial  National  Bank 
of  Houston,  Mr.  McAshan  was  president  of  the  Houston 
Clearing  House  in  1911-13,  was  vice  president  twice  for 
Texas  of  the  American  Bankers  Association,  is  jjresident 
of  the  M.  P.  Oil  Company,  president  of  the  Eiee  Land 
Lumber  Company,  a  director  of  the  Houston  Hotel  Asso- 
ciation and  of  the  Houston  Printing  Company,  and  is 
trustee  and  vice  president  of  the  William  M.  Eice  Insti- 
tute for  Advancement  of  Literature,  Science  and  Art. 

Mr.  McAshan,  who  is  remotely  descended  from  Scot- 
tish covenanters  and  French  Huguenots,  was  born  in 
Fayette  county,  Texas,  October  20,  1857.  His  father, 
Samuel  Maurice  McAshan,  was  an  early  settler  in  Texas, 
arriving  in  1S44,  before  the  annexation  to  the  United 
States  and  while  Texas  was  a  republic.  His  wife,  Martha 
Bebeeca  Eanes,  came  to  the  state  about  the  same  time. 
They  were  both  natives  of  Virginia,  but  did  not  meet 
until  after  they  came  to  Texas.  Both  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  their  elegant 
home  in  Houston  during  the  early  days  was  often  offered' 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  bishops  and  other  promi- 
nent dignitaries  of  the  church  while  at  Houston.  They 
were  among  the  best  known  citizens  and  social  factors  in 
Houston  of  the  past  generation,  and  personally  com- 
bined the  finest  integrity  of  character  with  agreeable 
manners,  and  the  fine  culture  of  educated  people. 

James  Everett  McAshan  received  his  education  largely 
in  private  schools  in  Houston  and  elsewhere,  and  has 
been  practically  all  of  his  active  career  of  more  than 
forty  years  identified  with  banking.  He  began  as  a 
clerk  in  1872,  and  has  been  continuously  at  the  same 
line  of  business  ever  since.  He  was  for  a  number  of 
years  with  the  private  banking  house  of  T.  W.  House, 
then  went  with  the  South  Texas  National  Bank  at  its 
organization  in  1890,  and  later  with  the  succeeding  or- 
ganization, known  as  the  South  Texas  Commercial  Na- 
tional Bank,  in  which  he  holds  the  ofiiee  of  vice  president, 
cashier  and  director.  His  standing  among  Texas  bank- 
ers is  well  indicated  by  his  election  as  president  of  the 
Texas  Bankers  Association  for  1902-03. 

Mr.  McAshan  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and 
for  a  short  time  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
liquidation  of  the  city  of  Houston.  Although  a  practical 
business  man,  he  is  in  many  respects  a  student,  has  a 
wide  and  interesting  range  of  knowledge  such  as  would 
hardly  be  expected  of  a  successful  banker.  To  many 
he  is  known  as  an  orator  and  after-dinner  speaker,  has 
done  much  work  as  a  writer  and  lecturer  on  religious 
and  secular  subjects,  and  particularly  as  a  lecturer  and 
as  an  often-consulted  authority  on  banking.  Mr.  Mc- 
Ashan belongs  to  the  Z.  Z.  Club,  the  Houston  Country 
Club,  the  Texas  Historical  Society,  the  National  Geo- 
graphical Society,  and  the  American  Forestry  Associa- 
tion. Since  1876  he  has  been  a  steward  and  one  of  the 
active  working  members  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Houston. 

Mr.  McAshan  was  married  October  20,  1880,  at  Hunts- 
ville,  Texas,  to  Miss  Liz?ie  Smith.  Mrs.  McAshan  her- 
self has  an  interesting  family  history,  and  belongs  to 
one  of  the  best  known  households  of  the  South.  Her 
parents  were  Dr.  Hildreth  H.  and  Mary  Brent  Hoke 
Smith,  formerly  from  North  Carolina.  Mrs.  McAshan 
is  a  sister  of  the  Georgian  statesman.  Senator  Hoks 
Smith,  and  another  of  her  brothers  is  Bu/ton  Smith,  one 
of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  South.  Her  father,  Dr. 
Smith,  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin  CoUese  of  Maine,  was  a 
great  scholar  and  one  of  the  ablest  educators  of  his  time. 
His  name  properly  has  a  permanent  place  in  the  history 
of  the  city  of  Houston,  as  the  founder  of  the  public 
schools  in  that  city.  Mrs.  McAshan 's  maternal  uncle, 
Eobert  F.  Hoke,  was  the  youngest  general  in  the  Con- 
federate army.  Mrs.  McAshan  in  1878  graduated  from 
the  Packer  Collegiate  Institute  of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 
To  their  marriage  were  born  the  following  children: 
Samuel  Maurice,  who  married  Aline  Harris;  ilary  Brent, 
the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  P.  Gibbs;  Hoke  Smith  McAshan;  Hil- 
dreth Nabors,  who  married  AUine  Ehode ;  James  Everett, 
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Jr.,  who  married  Laurie  Ward;  Eobert  Burton,  and  Vir- 
ginia, who  died  in  1S94. 


Egbert  Emmett  Swinney.  One  of  the  old 
of  Chambers  county,  and  representing  both  on  his 
father's  and  mother's  side  two  of  the  pioneer  families 
in  southern  Texas,  Eobert  Emmett  Swinney  is  an  old 
cattleman  and  merchant,  and  at  the  present  time  is  hon- 
ored with  two  important  public  offices,  that  of  post- 
master at  Anahuao,  and  as  county  treasurer  of  Chambers 
county. 

Robert  Emmett  Swinney  was  born  at  Wallisville,  the 
old  county  seat  of  Chambers  county,  in  1857.  His 
parents  were  Newton  and  Julia  (Wallis)  Swinney,  both 
now  deceased.  His  father,  who  was  born  and  reared  at 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  came  with  his  widowed  mother  and 
her  family  to  Texas  about  1S34  or  1835.  Their  settle- 
ment was  at  Moss'  Bluflf  in  Liberty  county,  just  north 
of  what  is  now  the  Chambers  county  line.  Grand- 
mother Swinney  brought  a  number  of  slaves  to  Georgia, 
and  her  farming  and  other  business  affairs  were  man- 
aged by  her  older  son,  John  Swinney.  From  that  time, 
still  within  the  period  of  Mexican  rule,  until  the  present, 
the  Swinney  family  has  had  large  and  substantial  in- 
terests in  business  and  affairs  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
Newton  Swinney  lived  a  long  period  of  years  at  Wallis- 
ville. Julia  Wallis,  the  mother  of  the  Anahuac  post- 
master, was  a  daughter  of  E.  H.  E.  Wallis,  a  native  of 
Louisiana,  and  auioug  the  very  earliest  American  pio- 
neers of  Texas.  He  settled  in  Liberty  county  during  the 
early  twenties,  and  his  name  has  long  had  a  secure 
place  in  the  geography  and  commercial  history  of  the 
state  as  founder  of  the  town  of  Wallisville,  which  be- 
came the  county  seat  of  Chambers  county  when  that 
county  was  formed  out  of  Liberty  county. 

It  was  at  Wallisville  that  Eobert  Emmett  Swinney 
was  reared,  and  most  of  his  education  was  obtained  at 
Eockport.  His  early  interests  were  identified  with  stock 
raising  and  farming,  and  later  he  engaged  in  business 
at  Anahuac,  in  which  old  community  his  home  has  been 
more  or  less  continuously  since  about  1888.  In  1894  he 
was  first  appointed  postmaster  at  Anahuac,  and  has 
given  efficient  and  satisfactory  service  to  the  public 
ever  since.  About  ten  years  previous  to  his  first  appoint- 
ment he  had  also  served  a  short  time  as  postmaster.  In 
1907  Mr.  Swinney  was  appointed  county  treasurer  of 
Chambers  county,  and  was  regularly  elected  in  1908, 
again  in  1910,  and  by  reelection  in  1912  still  holds  that 
official  honor. 

Mr.  Swinney  married  Miss  Mattie  J.  Perrin,  who  was 
born  and  reared  at  Montgomery,  Alabama.  They  are 
the  parents  of  one  daughter.  May,  wife  of  G.  P.  Mitchell, 
a  merchant  of  Anahuac. 

Charles  C.  Highsmith.  This  well-known  Houston 
lawyer,  who  has  practiced  in  that  city  since  1904,  and 
who  came  from  Bastrop,,  is  the  son  of  an  old  settler 
of  Bastrop  county,  and  a  venerable  lawyer,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Texas  bar  for  the  extraordinary  period 
of  fifty-nine  years.  Mr.  Highsmith,  aside  from  his  work 
as  a  lawyer,  has  interested  himself  in  one  of  the  most 
important  social  and  benevolent  movements  of  this 
century,  in  behalf  of  what  are  known  as  delinquent 
boys,  and  belongs  to  the  national  organization  of  workers 
in  that  field,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Texas  legislature 
was  joint  author  of  what  is  known  as  the  Delinquent 
Boys'  Bill,  one  of  the  most  important  social  statutes 
now  written  in  the  laws  of  Texas. 

Charles  C.  Highsmith  was  born  at  Bastrop,  Texas,  in 
1867,  a  son  of  Captain  William  Andrew  and  Lelia  (Dab- 
ney)  Highsmith.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  Missouri, 
came  to  Texas  in  1853,  being  one  of  the  early  settlers 
at  Bastrop.  He  married  in  that  locality,  and  in  a  few 
years  became  very  prominent  in  local  affairs.  During 
the  Civil  War  he  was  a  member  of  Green 's  Brigade. 
Following  the  war  he  took  up  the  practice  of  law  at 
Bastrop,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  December  1912, 
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was  one  of  the  oldest  residents  and  lawyers  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  state,  having  lived  at  Bastrop  for  nearly 
sixty  years.  Among  other  honors  he  served  as  the  first 
county  clerk  of  Bastrop  county,  after  the  Civil  War. 
He  was  retired  from  active  practice  during  his  later 
years.  The  mother,  who  came  of  a  Virginia  family,  is 
stm  Uving. 

The  early  education  of  Charles  C.  Highsmith  was  a 
product  of  local  schools,  and  he  subsequently  was  a 
student  in  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  of 
Texas,  and  took  his  law  course  in  the  University  of 
Texas,  where  he  graduated  LL.  B.  in  1887.  His  ex- 
perience as  a  lawyer  covers  a  full  quarter  of  a  century, 
and  at  its  beginning  he  was  associated  with  Wash  Jones 
in  Bastrop.  For  four  years  he  was  county  attorney  of 
Bastrop  county.  Since  1904  he  has  had  a  larger  field 
for  his  professional  efforts  in  the  city  of  Houston.  Mr. 
Highsmith  has  his  offices  in  the  Prince  Theatre  Building, 

He  represented  Harris  county  in  the  thirty-first  and 
thirty-second  legislature,  from  1908  to  1912,  and  while 
in  the  house  was  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Districts 
Committee,  member  of  Judiciary  Committee  No.  1,  Crim- 
inal Jurisprudence  Committee,  Cities  and  Towns  Com- 
mittee, and  various  others.  As  already  stated,  he  assisted 
in  the  preparation  of  and  introduced  and  secured  the 
passage  of  the  "Juvenile  Training  School  Bill,"  more 
popularly  known  as  the  Delinquent  Boys'  Act.  Mr. 
Highsmith  has  taken  the  York  degrees  in  Masonry,  being 
a  member  of  the  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Commandery,  and 
also  belongs  to  Ben  Hur  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine.  His 
other  affiliations  are  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  others.  In  1899  occurred  his  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Nora  V.  Olive,  daughter  of  Ira  W.  Olive 
of  Lexington,  Nebraska.  They  have  no  children,  and 
their  home  is  at  2504  Hamilton  street. 


M.  Van  Zandt.  The  close  of  the  great 
struggle  between  the  North  and  the  South  found  many 
of  the  best  citizens  of  the  Southwest  in  decidedly 
straitened  circumstances.  Men  who  had  fought  valiantly 
throughout  the  four  years  of  the  terrible  warfare  returned 
to  their  homes  to  find  that  the  hardest  battles  were  stiU 
before  them,  the  cruel,  grinding  battles  that  must  be 
won  before  they  could  place  themselves  in  the  positions 
which  they  had  left  to  go  forth  and  fight  for  the  ' '  Lost 
Cause."  Many  were  broken  in  health  and  fortune,  but 
few  in  spirit,  and  among  the  leading  men  in  every  activ- 
ity in  Texas  today  are  found  those  who  were  compelled 
to  start  life  anew  during  the  dark  period  that  followed 
the  close  of  actual  hostilities.  At  the  cessation  of  the 
war  there  came  to  Fort  Worth  from  Marshall,  Texas, 
a  young  lawyer,  Khleber  M.  Van  Zandt,  who  had  deported 
himself  so  gallantly  during  his  military  service  as  to 
win  the  rank  of  major.  Today  the  humble  lawyer  is  the 
directing  head  of  one  of  the  largest  financial  institutions 
of  Texas,  is  prominently  identified  with  the  commercial  • 
and  industrial  enterprises  of  wide  scope,  and  is  firmly 
established  as  a  man  whose  influence  is  felt  in  every 
walk  of  life.  His  career  is  an  excellent  illustration  of 
what  was  accomplished  by  those  who  retained  their  cour- 
age in  spite  of  all  misfortunes  and  disappointments — 
who  were  large  enough  to  rise  above  the  discouragements 
that  had  been  theirs. 

Khleber  M.  Van  Zandt,  president  of  the  Fort  Worth 
National  Bank,  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Tennessee, 
November  7,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  "and  Frances 
Cooke  (Lipscombj  Van  Zandt.  Before  he  was  three 
years  of  age  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Marshall, 
Texas,  and  his  early  education  was  secured  in  private 
schools  at  that  place,  this  being  supplemented  by  attend- 
ance at  Franklin  College,  Nashville,  Tennessee.  On  his 
graduation  from  that  institution,  he  returned  to  Mar- 
shall, where  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
J.  M.  Clough,  and  after  his  admission  to  the  bar,  in 
1858,  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Clough,  under  the 
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firm  style  of  Clough  &  Van  Zandt.  This  association 
proved  of  mutual  benefit,  and  the  firm  nas  rapidly  gain- 
ing recognition  as  one  of  the  leading  law  fixms  of  its 
section  when  war  was  declared,  and  the  partners  imme- 
diately gave  up  their  private  interests  that  they  might 
offer  themselves  to  the  cause  of  the  South.  Mr.  Clough 
was  made  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Seventh  Texas  Infan- 
try, while  Mr.  Van  Zandt  was  elected  captain  of  Com- 
pany D  in  that  regiment  and  the  former  law  partners 
fought  side  by  side  until  the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson, 
Tennessee,  February  15,  186:2,  when  Mr.  Clough  met  a  sol- 
dier 's  death.  On  the  surrender  of  the  fort  to  General 
Grant  Captain  A'an  Zandt  was  captured  with  the  Con- 
federate troops.  On  the  following  day  when  the  chief 
aide  of  the  Union  general  visited  the  camp  the  captain 
applied  for  the  privilege  of  having  Colonel  Clough 's 
body  carried  to  Clarksville,  Tennessee,  to  be  buried 
where  it  could  be  later  disinterred  and  removed  to  his 
Texas  home.  This  request  was  very  graciously  granted 
by  the  Federal  commander,  to  the  gratification  of  Colonel 
Clough 's  regiment.  On  his  release  Captain  Van  Zandt 
rejoined  his  regiment,  with  which  he  continued  to  serve 
bravely  to  the  close  of  the  war,  subsequently  being  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  major  for  meritorious  service. 

After  Appomattox  had  closed  the  events  of  the  war. 
Major  A'an  Zandt,  impoverished  in  health  and  pocket, 
returned  to  his  home  in  Marshall,  but  soon  decided  that 
the  associations  were  such  that  it  would  be  advisable 
to  move  farther  west,  and,  pulling  up  stakes  and  pack- 
ing his  belongings  into  an  ox-wagon,  he  started  on  a 
journey  which  culminated  in  his  arrival,  three  weeks 
later,  at  Fort  Worth,  to  which  city  he  had  been  advised 
to  make  his  way  by  a  former  college  chum  whom  he 
had  met  on  the  way.  Opening  a  small  general  mer- 
chandise establishment,  he  followed  that  line  of  busi- 
ness, and  soon  found  himself  on  the  way  to  recuperating 
his  lost  fortunes.  In  1874  he  embarked  upon  his  career 
as  a  financier,  becoming  a  partner  in  the  private  bank 
of  Tidball,  Van  Zandt  &  Company,  which,  ten  years 
later,  became  the  Fort  Worth  National  Bank,  now  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  substantial  institutions  in  the 
State.  For  nearly  thirty  years  he  has  continued  to  direct 
its  policies,  and  at  this  "time  it  is  capitalized  at  $500,000, 
with  surplus  and  undivided  profits  of  $875,000.  A  list 
of  its  officers,  all  well  known  in  banking  circles  of  the 
Southwest,  follows:  K.  M.  Van  Zandt,  president;  N. 
Harding,  E.  L.  Ellison,  vice-presidents;  Elmo  Sledd', 
cashier,  and  B.  E.  Harding,  E.  B.  A'an  Zandt  and  W.  M. 
Massie,  assistant  cashiers.  While  he  has  devoted  the 
greater  part  of  Bis  time  and  attention  to  banking  mat- 
ters, Mr.  Van  Zandt  has  been  interested  also  in  various 
other  enterprises,  being  president  of  the  K.  M.  Van 
Zandt  Land  Company,  and  a  director  in  the  Fort  Worth 
Life  Insurance  Company  and  numerous  other  extensive 
business  concerns.  He  built  and  operated  the  first  street 
railway  in  Fort  Worth,  which  was  sold  some  ten  years 
ago  to  the  North  Texas  Traction  Company.  Essen- 
tially a  business  man,  he  has  not  cared  for  the  struggles 
of  tiie  political  arena,  but  in  1873  was  induced  to  make 
the  campaign  for  legislative  honors.  He  was  subse- 
quently elected,  and  for  one  term  represented  the  coun- 
ties of  Dallas,  Collin  and  Tarrant  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, then  returning  to  his  activities  in  the  fields  of 
business  and  finance.  Ever  taking  pride  in  the  accom- 
plishments of  his  adopted  city,  he  has  identified  himself 
with  all  movements  that  have  insured  its  progress  and 
•welfare,  and  his  support  has  been  withheld  from  no  meas- 
ure which  has  promised  the  advancement  of  morality, 
education  or  good  citizenship. 

Few  men  either  in  Fort  Worth  or  in  the  State  of 
Texas  stand  so  high  not  only  as  a  financier  and  business 
man,  but  as  a  citizen  and  leader  in  all  important  inter- 
ests as  Mr.  Van  Zandt.  Mr.  A"an  Zandt  has  the  quiet 
manner  of  the  man  who  accomplishes  much  and  is 
alwa.vs  confident  of  his  individual  resources,  and  needs 
no  bluster  to  effect  his  purposes.     Every  day  he  maj  be 


found  in  his  office  in  the  Fort  Worth  National  Bank  and 
his  door  is  open  to  all  who  have  legitimate  calls  upon 
his  time  and  attention.  He  is  named  among  a  small 
group  of  men  still  surviving  who  did  great  things  for 
Fort  Worth  in  the  early  days,  and  his  influence  is  as 
effective  at  the  present  time  as  it  was  thirty-five  or 
forty  years  ago,  when  Fort  Worth  was  a  village  waiting 
on  its  hills  for  the  advent  of  the  railroad. 

Hon.  Thom.is  H.  Ball.  Among  successful  law  firms 
in  south  Texas,  none  enjoyed  a  better  and  more  valu- 
able practice  than  that  of  Andrews,  Ball  &  Streetman, 
of  Houston,  with  offices  in  the  Union  National  Bank 
Building.  The  second  member  of  this  firm  was  Thomas 
H.  Ball,  who.  has  recently  retire'd  therefrom  and  who 
has  been  for  twenty-five  years  a  member  of  the  Texas 
bar,  has  served  eight  years  in  Congress  from  his  home 
district,  and  in  many  ways  has  been  not  only  a  suc- 
cessful lawyer,  but  an  important  factor  in  public 
affairs. 

Thomas  Henry  Ball  was  born  at  Huntsville,  Texas, 
January  14,  1859,  and  all  his  family  relationship  con- 
nect him  with  some  of  the  best  people  in  the  south. 
His  parents  were  Thomas  Henry  and  M.  O.  (Spivey) 
Ball.  The  father,  a  ihinister  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  south,  was  born  in  Virginia,  came  to 
Texas  about  1855,  located  at  Huntsville  as  president  of 
the  Andrew  Female  Methodist  College,  and  died  there 
in  1859.  The  mother  was  born  in  Alabama,  and  she 
and  her  husband  were  married  in  Texas. 

Thomas  H.  Ball  grew  up  at  Huntsville,  was  edu- 
cated in  private  schools,  and  later  at  Austin  College, 
which  at  that  time  was  still  located  in  Huntsville.  His 
early  career  was  one  of  hard  work  as  a  farmer  and  as 
a  merchant  up  to  1884.  His  public  career  began  with 
his  election  to  the  office  of  mayor  of  Huntsville,  a  po- 
sition he  filled  for  three  terms,  serving  from  1882  to 
1888.  In  the  meantime  he  had  attended  law  courses 
at  the  University  of  Virginia,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1888.  ilr.  Ball  practiced  at  Huntsville  until 
1902,  and  since  then  had  his  home  in  Houston. 

For  twelve  years  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic Executive  Committee  of  Walker  county,  and  has 
been  a  delegate  to  every  state  democratic  convention 
since  1886,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  democratic  na- 
tional conventions  in  1892  and  1S96  and  delegate  at 
large  in  1900,  1904,  and  1912.  In  1896  the  first  Texas 
district  elected  him  to  congress,  and  he  sat  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  from  the  first  district  up  to 
1900  and  thereafter  represented  the  eighth  Texas 
district  until  1905.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Fifty- 
Sixth,  Fifty-Seventh,  Fifty-Eighth,  and  Fifty-Ninth 
Congresses,  and  among  the  most  important  commit- 
tees on  which  he  did  service  were  those  of  rivers  and 
harbors  and  on  the  revision  of  the  laws.  Mr.  Ball  is 
a  director  of  the  Union  National  Bank  of  Houston,  a 
director  of  the  W.  T.  Carter  Lumber  Company,  of  the 
Southern  Drug  Company,  and  is  vice  president  of  the 
Bankers  Trust  Company.  Mr.  Ball  did  a  very  impor- 
tant work  as  chairman  of  the  state-wide  Prohibition 
campaign  committee  during  1911.  He  is  a  steward  in 
the  Methodist  church  of  Houston.  His  home  is  at 
2004  Travis  Street,  and  he  has  a  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren. In  1882  he  married  Minnie  Fisher  Thomason, 
daughter  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Thomason  of  Huntsville,  who 
was  a  physician  and  also  a  prominent  planter  in  that 
part  of  the  state.  The  two  daughters  and  one  son  are: 
Minnie  F.  Ball,  David  Ball,  and  Bebecca  Ball. 

Jacob  A.  Herring.  The  recent  appointment  of  Jacob 
A.  Herring  as  United  States  Marshal  for  the  Southern 
District  of  Texas  has  brought  into  the  federal  service 
one  of  the  most  capable  business  men  and  experienced 
manag-ers  of  public  affairs  in  the  state.  Mr.  Herring 
has  had  a  long  and  active  career,  has  been  a  banker, 
a    farmer,    superintendent    of    the    State    Penitentiary 
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system,  and  those  who  are  best  acquainted  with  his 
work  say  that  in  every  post  of  responsibility  be  has 
acquitted  himself  with  credit  and  with  an  efficiency 
that  makes  a  certainty  to  the  value  of  his  service  in 
his    present    position. 

Jacob  A.  Herring  was  borB  in  Cass  county,  Texas, 
November  21,  18ti3,  spent  his  early  life  there  on  a 
farm,  and  secured  an  education  front  the  public 
schools.  Until  he  was  grown,  he  lived  on  the  home 
place,  and  from  the  age  of  sixteen  had  actively  con- 
tributed to  the  management  and  work  of  the  old'  farm 
and  to  the  support  of  his  widowed  mother.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  he  was  married  and  began  life  for  him- 
self, and  continued  as  a  farmer  in  that  section  of  the 
state  until   1892. 

Mr.  Herring  in  that  year  became  sergeant  in  the 
penitentiary  department  of  Texas  in  Fort  Bend  county, 
and  continued  that  line  of  work  until  March,  1899. 
That  was  followed  by  his  removal  to  Madison  county 
and  the  beginning  of  his  extensive  operations  as  a 
farmer  and  stock  raiser  near  Midway.  After  some 
seven  or  eight  years  he  was  again  called  from  his  du- 
ties as  a  farmer  and  business  man  in  January,  1907, 
when  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  state 
prison  system  by  Gov.  Thomas  M.  Campbell  as  suc- 
cessor to  Searcy  Baker.  In  the  performance  of  'those 
onerous  responsibilities  he  spent  four  years,  with  resi- 
dence at  Huntsville,  and  then  returned  to  Madison- 
ville,  and  had  his  home  and  looked  after  his  business 
interests  there  until,  in  1913,  he  came  to  Houston,  to 
his  office  as  United  States  Marshal  in  the  Federal 
building   of   that   city. 

It  was  during  Mr.  Herring's  superintendency  of  the 
penitentiary  system  that  Texas  accomplished  many  re- 
forms in  the  management  of  its  convicts  and  undertook 
to  abolish  the  lease  system.  In  the  four  years  of  his 
superintendency  fourteen  thousand  acres  of  land  were 
bought  and  paid  for  to  be  used  in  connection  with  the 
convict  labor  of  the  institution,  aii|ii  ONiniatcly  two  hun- 
dred eighty-five  thousand  .Inllais  linn^  paid  for  that 
land.  Thirty-one  and  a  halt  mil.-  ut  lailma.l  were  built 
from  Eusk  to  Palestine,  thiitr.n  miles  from  Brazoria 
through  to  the  Clements  plantation,  owned  by  the  state, 
and  also  seven  and  a  half  miles  of  railroad  from  Anchor 
to  Eamsay  Farm,  which  plantation  also  belongs  to  the 
state.  Besides  those  improvements,  many  new  buildings 
were  erected  and  sufficient  live  stock  was  bought  to  stock 
up  all  the  plantations.  When  Mr.  Herring  left  his  office 
as  superintendent,  the  books  of  that  institution  showed 
fifty-one  thousand  dollars  balance  cash  and  altogether 
seventy  thousand  dollars  in  cash  assets,  and  the  only 
debts  outside  of  current  bills  were  the  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  due  the  state  school  fund  for  money 
used  in  building  the   Eusk  Fali'stino  railroad. 

During  his  residen.c  :it  Mi-lisMnville  and  vicinity 
Captain  Herring  has  ai  innvl  a  l:iiur  importance  in  busi- 
ness affairs.  He  was  pivshlnit  ot  tlie  First  National 
Bank  of  Madisonvillp,  liaving  assisted  in  the  organiza- 
tion and  incorporation  of  that  bank,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  He  was  president  of  the  Cot- 
ton Oil  Mill  and  Fertilizer  Company,  in  the  same  town, 
and  jiresident  of  the  company  that  organized  and  in- 
stalled the  waterworks.  He  was  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Turner,  Herring  &  Barton,  at  Midway,  engaged  in 
general  merchandise  trade,  and  is  still  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  J.  A.  Herring  &  Company,  extensively  en- 
gaged in  stock  farming  in  Madison  county.  Of  his  large 
agricultural  interests,  he  has  twenty-five  hundred  acres 
under  cultivation,  and  almost  all  of  that  land  has  been 
improved  by  his  own  work  and  supervision. 

Captain  Herring's  first  political  service  was  in  Cass 
county,  where  he  was  deputy  sheriff  for  several  years. 
Subsequently,  during  the  Hogg  and  Culbertson  adminis- 
trations, he  was  sergeant  of  the  Harlem  plantation  four 
years,  and  this  experience  led  to  his  further  promotion 
in  managing  the  prison  system  of  Texas.     Captain  Her- 


ring s  politics  might  be  described  as  progressive,  prohi- 
bition, Tom-Ball  Democratic,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
original  Wilson  men  in  the  state.  He  has  attended  all 
the  state  conventions  since  the  time  of  Governor  Ross. 
Fraternally,  he  is  prominent  in  Masonry,  and  also  be- 
longs to  both  orders  of  Woodmen.  His  Lodge  and 
Chapter  affiliations  with  Masonry  are  at  Madisonville; 
he  belongs  to  Trinity  Coramandery  No.  29  at  Hunts- 
ville, and  the  Elmina  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at 
Galveston. 

Captain  Herring  was  married  in  Clay  county,  Texas, 
November  21,  1883,  on  his  twentieth  birthday,  to  Miss 
Blaloek,  daughter  of  Jesse  E.  Blalock.  To  their  mar- 
riage have  been  born  the  following  children:  Ennis  T., 
a  farmer  of  Madison  county,  who  married  Margaret 
Hardin;  Leslie,  wife  of  J.  A.  Sowel  of  Madison  county; 
Eobert  B.,  who  lives  at  Midway  and  married  Annie 
Gresham;  Inez,  who  married  John  Price  of  Madison- 
ville, and  Jacob  A.  Jr.,  who  is  in  school  at  Houston. 

Captain  Herring's  father  was  Eev.  Jacob  Herring,  and 
the  maiden  name  of  his  mother  was  Ehoda  J.  Jackson. 
The  father  came  to  Texas  in  1849,  settling  in  Cass 
county,  and  was  originally  from  Wayne  county.  North 
Carolina,  where  he  was  born  in  March,  1812.  His  early 
education  was  supplied  by  the  common  schools,  and 
forty-two  years  of  his  life  were  spent  as  a  Baptist  min- 
ister, and  it  was  in  that  calling  that  he  did  his  chief 
work,  and  never  had  any  military  or  public  service  rec- 
ord. He  was  a  southern  Democrat.  His  death  occurred 
in  1880,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1910,  at  Hunts- 
ville, Texas.  Their  only  child  was  Captain  Jacob  A. 
Herring.  The  Herring  family  is  of  colonial  stock,  and 
the  name  was  spelled  originally  with  one  r,  instead  of 
two.  Mr.  Herring's  great-great-grandfather  was  per- 
haps the  first  to  leave  old  England  and  settle  in  the 
Colonies,  and  secured  a  patent  for  land  from  King 
George  III  in  Wayne  county,  North  Carolina.  Both  the 
great-grandfather  and  grandfather  bore  the  name  of 
Jacob. 

A.  A.  Fielder.  It  is  practically  thirty  years  since  A. 
A.  Fielder  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  Sherman, 
and  he  is  still  active  and  prosperous  in  that  field  of  en- 
terprise. Prior  to  that  time  he  had  been  variously  iden- 
tified with  business  activities,  but  it  remained  for  him  to 
make  the  success  of  his  life  in  the  field  to  which  he  has. 
so  long  devoted  himself.  Mr.  Fielder  is  a  native  Mis- 
sissippian,  born  in  luka  county  in  1850,  and  he  is  a. 
son  of  A.  R.  and  Louise  (Dean)  Fielder. 

A.  E.  Fielder  was  a  slave-holding  planter  of  Mis- 
sissippi and  Alabama.  He  served  in  the  Confederate 
army  through  the  Civil  war  in  the  command  of  General 
Breckenridge,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
as  a  participant.  He  continued  in  service  until  near  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  discharged  and  sent  to 
his  home  on  account  of  failing  health.  He  was  at  that 
time  a  resident  of  Alabama,  and  in  1866  he  left  that 
state  and  moved  to  Texas,  locating  in  Smith  county,  and 
identifying  himself  with  farming  and  stock  raising  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1887,  and  en,ioying  a  generous 
degree  of  success  in  the  work.  His  widow  survived  him 
until  1908.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  nine 
of  whom  are  now  living,  and  A.  A.  Fielder  of  this  review 
is  the  eldest  of  the  number. 

A.  A.  Fielder  had  his  early  ednration.  which  was 
extremely  limited  because  of  the  ('i\  il  war  an.l  resultant 
conditions,  in  the  district  schools  of  Ins  .  .immunity,  but 
though  his  actual  attendance  at  school  was  very  slight, 
he  is  by  no  means  an  uneducated  man,  for  he  has  applied 
himself  to  study  along  general  lines  and  is  well  informed 
on  many  topics,  with  a  good,  sound  knowledge  of  funda- 
mentals as  an  aid  to  continued  self-improvement. 

The  first  business  activities  of  the  young  man  was 
teaming  and  freighting  from  Jefferson,  Marshall  and 
Shreveport  before  the  day  of  the  railroad.  In  1870  he 
accepted  a  position  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry  goods  store  at 
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Tyler,  Texas,  and  in  1875  he  went  on  the  road  as  a  trav- 
eling salesman  for  a  St.  Louis  wholesale  grocery  house. 
In  1880  he  engaged  in  the  retail  grocery  business  in 
Sherman,  and  in  1884  he  changed  his  line,  embarking  in 
the  lumber  business,  which  enterprise  has  since  held  his 
undivided  business  attention. 

Mr.  Fielder  has  been  a  lifelong  Democrat,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Sherman  school  board  he  has  done  excel- 
lent work  for  the  advancement  of  the  school  system.  In 
1896  he  was  induced  to  accept  the  .candidacy  for  the 
office  of  mayor,  and  he  was  elected  to  the  office  by  a 
flattering  majority,  the  people  retaining  him  at  the  head 
of  the  affairs  of  the  city  for  the  next  ten  years,  or  dur- 
ing five  consecutive  terms  of  office. 

Mr.  Fielder  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
the  Woodmen  of  the  "World,  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  the  United  Friends  of  Work.  He  was  Grand 
Marshal  for  the  state  in  the  Odd  Fellows  order,  and  has 
held  numerous  offices  in  the  other  fraternal  societies  men- 
tioned here.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
First  Baptist  church  of  Sherman. 

In  1879  Mr.  Fielder  was  married  in  Sherman  to  Miss 
BeU  light,  a  daughter  of  Col.  D.  W.  Light,  who  was 
long  a  prominent  stockman  in  Grayson  and  Denton 
counties,  this  state.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  Southern 
army  during  the  war  and  died  in  about  1907. 

One  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fielder,  D.  R.  Fielder,  is 
living,  and  he  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  lumber 
business.  He  is  a  capable  and  progressive  young  busi- 
ness man  of  about  thirty  years,  and  had  an  excellent 
standing  in  business  and  other  circles  of  Sherman. 

A  resident  of  Sherman  since  the  year  1876,  Mr.  Fielder 
is  especially  well  prepared  to  express  an  opinion  as  to 
the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  city,  for  he  has  seen  it 
emerge  from  a  small  village  to  a  fine  little  city  of  about 
20,000  inhabitants.  He  has  seen  the  city  grow  in  popu- 
lation, in  wealth,  in  prominence  and  in  power  in  this 
section  of  the  state,  and  he  believes  that  it  is  not  yet 
at  the  zenith  of  its  progress. 


Arthur  B.  Hamm.  The  vice  president  and  manager 
of  the  National  Live  Stock  &  Commission  Company  of 
Texas,  at  Fort  Worth,  Mr.  Hamm  is  a  stock  man  from 
the  ground  up,  began  his  career  without  education,  and 
from  boyhood  has  had  a  skillful  and  accurate  knowledge 
of  all  the  practical  details  of  stock  raising,  which  his 
energy  and  enterprise  has  since  enabled  him  to  make 
use  of  in  his  promotion  to  one  of  the  most  important  posts 
in  the  live  stock  business  of  the  southwest.  Probably 
no  successful  man  in  the  stock  industry  in  Texas  has 
more  completely  won  his  success  strictly  on  merit  than 
Mr.  Hamm. 

The  National  Live  Stock  Commission  Company,  as 
may  be  stated  for  the  information  of  readers  not  identi- 
fied or  familiar  with  the  live  stock  business,  is  one  of 
the  largest  concerns  of  its  kind  in  America.  Its  vari- 
ous branches  are  located  in  Chicago,  Kansas  City,  St. 
Louis,  Omaha,  St.  Joseph,  and  Fort  Worth.  The  gen- 
eral officers  are  Charles  Kelly,  president;  A.  B.  Hamm, 
vice  president,  and  Fort  Worth  manager;  A.  F.  Crow- 
ley, vice  president;  Edgar  E.  Overstreet,  vice  president; 
Walter  H.  Abernathy,  secretary  and  treasurer;  and 
George  Beggs,  loan  agent.  The  offices  at  Fort  Worth 
are  at  the  stock  yards  and  in  the  Live  Stock  Exchange 
Building.  

Arthur  B.  Hamm  is  a  native  of  Mississippi,  born  at 
Baldwin,  March  18,  1869.  The  parents  were  Captain 
J.  T.  and  Eva  Hamm,  and  they  came  to  Texas  in  1873, 
locating  in  Van  Zandt  county,  settling  on  a  ranch.  Thus 
from  the  age  of  four  years,  Arthur  B.  Hamm  was  reared 
in  the  atmosphere  and  environment  of  the  stock  busi- 
ness, and  has  never  known  other  occupation  and  cer- 
tainly his  success  is  largely  due  to  the  concentration  of 
his  energies  upon  one  end.  His  early  education  would 
agree  with  one  of  the  most  important  definitions  of 
education,  that  it  is  a  preparation  for  life,  and  he  pre- 


pared for  his  career  in  the  old-style  fashion,  when  boys 
learned  to  do  by  doing,  but  so  far  as  book  learning  was 
concerned  Mr.  Hamm  had  a  minimum  of  that  sort  of 
training. 

When  only  a  boy  he  was  in  the  saddle  riding  the 
range,  and  learned  all  the  practical  methods  of  tending 
and  raising  cattle  and  hogs.  He  was  only  a  young  man 
when  he  came  to  Fort  Worth  and  established  himself  in 
business  with  the  firm  of  Thomas,  Hamm  &  Dupee, 
in  the  buying  and  selling  of  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep.  A 
year  later  he  was  given  charge  of  the  sales  department 
of  the  Cassiday-Southwestern  Commission  Company, 
spending  the  next  two  years  in  selling  hogs  and  sheep 
for  that  concern.  He  then  associated  himself  in  the 
same  business  with  Mr.  W.  D.  Davis,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Davis  &  Hamm,  and  they  were  among  the  well 
known  commission  traders  in  Fort  Worth  for  five 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  they  joined  forces 
with  the  National  Live  Stock  Commission  Company,  and 
he  has  since  been  vice  president  and  manager  of  the 
Fort  Worth  branch.  The  National  Live  Stock  Company 
in    1913,   handled   more   than   5,000   cars   of   live   stock. 

Mr.  Hamm  has  the  reputation  of  being  probably  the 
finest  judge  of  hogs  and  sheep  in  the  business.  From 
his  long  and  thorough  experience  he  has  been  able  to  do 
much,  more  than  merely  buy  and  sell,  and  has  also  used 
his  influence  in  promoting  the  live  stock  industry 
in  various  ways.  As  an  illustration  of  this  it  may  be 
remarked  that  Mr.  Hamm  has  always  advocated  and 
endeavored  to  persuade  Texas  ranchers  to  raise  maize 
and  kaffir  corn  as  feed  for  their  hogs.  The  value  of 
this  advice  has  only  recently  been  emphasized  in  prac- 
tical fashion  to  Texas  farmers.  In  November,  1912,  the 
National  Live  Stock  Commission  Company  bought  a 
number  of  "razor  back"  hogs  and  shipped  them  to 
George  L.  Simms,  at  Panhandle,  Texas.  These  animals 
were  fed  milo-maize  exclusively.  When  put  in  the  feed- 
lot  they  averaged  eighty-five  pounds  in  weight,  and  when 
shipped  to  Forth  Worth  and  sold  to  Armour  &  Company, 
on  February  5,  1913,  they  averaged  two  hundred  and 
forty-five  pounds  apiece  and  topped  the  market.  More- 
over, Armour  &  Company  pronounced  the  meat  of  most 
excellent  quality. 

Mr.  Hamm  was  married  to  Miss  Bettie  Gilchrist, 
daughter  of  H.  A.  Gilchrist  of  Wills  Point.  They  are 
the  parents  of  three  sons,  Angus,  Joe  and  Jack. 

Dr.  Henry  F.  Stevens.  A  resident  of  Denison  since 
1905,  Dr.  Stevens  is  established  here  as  a  veterinary 
surgeon,  and  has  shown  such  capacity  for  his  work  as 
to  give  him  an  almost  constant  practice  in  the  city  and 
in  the  country  for  thirty  miles  around. 

Henry  F.  Stevens  was  born  November  7,  1876,  in  the 
State  of  Iowa,  a  son  of  V.  F.  Stevens  and  Mrs.  Almira 
Stevens.  The  father  was  horn  in  Ohio,  but  the  mother 
was  a  native  of  Iowa.  V.  F.  Stevens  followed  the  trade 
of  blacksmith,  and  during  the  Civil  war  went  out  from 
Iowa  in  Company  F  of  the  Thirteenth  Iowa  regiment  of 
Infantry,  and  was  away  fighting  for  the  flag  of  the 
Union  four  years,  or  until  the  close  of  the  great  war. 
He  was  in  active  fighting  in  many  of  the  most  fiercely 
contested  battles  and  campaigns,  and  at  Gettysburg  his 
clothes  were  pierced  with  seven  bullet  holes.  His  death 
occurred  in  May,  1909.  while  his  widow  is  still  living 
and  makes  her  home  with  her  son.  Dr.  Stevens,  at  Deni- 
son. There  were  seven  children  and  Henry  was  the  third 
in  line. 

His  early  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools 
of  Nebraska,  the  family  having  moved  to  that  State  when 
he  was  about  five  years  of  age.  From  an  early  age  his 
inclinations  for  handling  live  stock  opened  the  way  for 
a  professional  career,  and  he  finally  entered  the  Univer- 
sity Veterinary  College  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  He 
took  a  full  course,  and  was  graduated  in  1905.  He  quit 
with  ample  experience  and  a  diploma  and  at  once  came 
south  and  located  at  Denison.     Since  beginning  practice 
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in  that  city  in  December,  1905,  he  has  increased  his 
facilities,  and  has  made  himself  a  fixture  and  affords 
a  very  competent  service  to  all  stock  owners  in  the 
vicinity.  He  has  a  barn  at  217-219  West  Chestnut  street, 
equipped  with  all  the  operating  facilities,  and  he  has 
spared  no  expense  in  getting  the  best  material  for  sup- 
plementing his  professional  skill. 

Dr.  Stevens  affiliates  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World 
and  the  Eoyal  Highlanders,  and  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  polities  he  is  a  Republi- 
can of  the  progressive  brand.  At  Denison  in  June, 
1910,  occurred  his  marriage  to  Miss  Phyllis  S.  Heath,  a 
daughter  of  Milton  Heath,  who  is  sales  manager  for 
W.  D.  Collins,  manufacturer  of  bank  fixtures.  Dr. 
Stevens  and  wife  have  two  children;  Earl,  born  April 
6,  1911,  and  Irene,  born  June  24,  1912.  Their  home  is 
at  408  West  Day  street. 

Marcellus  E.  Kleberg.  It  has  been  well  said  that  in 
the  American  state  the  great  and  good  lawyer  must 
always  be  prominent,  for  he  is  one  of  the  forces  that 
move  and  control  society.  Public  confidence  has  usually 
been  reposed  in  the  legal  profession,  and  no  political 
preferment,  no  mere  place,  can  add  to  the  power  or  in- 
crease the  honor  which  belongs  to  the  pure  and  educated 
lawyer.  A  great  and  true  lawyer  in  every  sense  of  the 
phrase  was  the  late  Marcellus  E.  Kleberg,  of  Galveston. 
To  conspicuous  ability  and  services  in  his  profession  he 
added  the  distinction  of  a  fine  and  disinterested  public 
spirit,  and  a  remarkable  talent  as  an  orator.  Through  a 
career  of  forty  years  in  the  law  he  directed  an  effective 
influence  in  behalf  of  the  city  in  which  he  had  his  resi- 
dence for  a  long  period  of  years,  and  among  those  to 
whom  most  honor  is  due  in  supporting  Galveston  during 
its  era  of  ' '  sturm  und  drang, ' '  the  name  of  Marcellus 
E.  Kleberg  must  always  be  prominent. 

Marcellus  Eugene  Kleberg  was  born  in  Meyersville, 
DeWitt  county,  Texas,  February  7,  1849.  The  Kleberg 
family  was  among  the  earliest  of  the  German  colonists 
in  Texas.  Their  arrival  is  set  some  ten  years  before 
the  great  immigration  of  the  early  forties.  The  parents 
of  the  late  Mr.  Kleberg  were  Robert  Justus  and  Rosa 
(von  Roeder)  Kleberg.  R.  J.  Kleberg  was  born  in  1803 
in  the  town  of  Hertselle,  Westphalia,  Kingdom  of  Prus- 
sia. He  graduated  from  the  Gymnasium  of  Holzminden 
and  received  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  the 
University  at  Goettingen.  Being  a  man  of  democratic 
ideas,  and  not  an  admirer  of  monarchical  government, 
he  emigrated  to  America  in  1834.  In  the  fall  of  that 
year  he  married  Rosa  von  Roeder,  and  they  with  some  of 
her  brothers  and  sisters  came  to  America.  At  New 
Orleans  they  chartered  a  boat  and  sailed  for  Brazoria, 
Texas.  Caught  in  a  storm,  they  were  shipwrecked  on 
Galveston  Island.  Here  Kleberg  left  his  people,  and 
with  a  few  men  went  exploring  the  land.  After  reach- 
ing the  mainland  of  Texas  they  went  on  foot  to  San 
Felipe,  where  they  met  Captain  Moseley  Baker,  who 
informed  them  that  their  advance  party  had  settled  at 
Cat  Springs,  which  was  not  fourteen  miles  distant. 
Kleberg  on  his  arrival  at  Cat  Springs  found  that  two  of 
his  brothers-in-law  had  died.  After  a  few  days  he  re- 
turned to  Galveston,  and  encountering  a  stormy  voyage 
up  the  bayou,  landed  with  his  company  at  Harrisburg. 
The  city  of  Houston  had  not  yet  been  established  and 
Harrisburg  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  centers  in 
that  section  of  Texas,  and  soon  afterwards  became  for  a 
brief  while  the  capital  of  the  province.  After  living  a 
few  months  at  Galveston,  the  Kleberg  party  went  to 
Cat  Springs  to  start  their  little  settlement.  Not  being 
able  to  move  all  of  their  furniture  at  once,  a  great  many 
valuable  articles  were  left  in  Harrisburg.  These  about 
a  year  later  were  burned  when  Santa  Anna  and  his  Mexi- 
can army  arrived  at  Harrisburg. 

As  soon  as  the  news  of  the  fall  of  the  Alamo  reached 
the  settlement  at  Cat  Springs,  Kleberg's  patriotism  was 
stirred,  and  he  went  to  join  the  Texas  forces.  He  be- 
came a  member  of  Captain  Moseley  Baker's  company. 


It  was  a  hard  and  trying  moment  in  his  life,  for  he  had 
to  leave  a  young  wife  and  child  to  suffer  the  perils  of 
the  vengeance-seeking  Mexicans.  From  that  time  on  he 
was  engaged  in  Houston 's  campaign,  and  fought  in  the 
culminating  battle  of  San  Jacinto.  He  was  also  in 
Rusk's  command,  following  the  Mexican  army  as  it  re- 
treated beyond  the  Rio  Grande.  When  the  family  parted 
at  San  Felipe,  Mrs.  Kleberg  mounted  her  pony,  and 
taking  her  infant  in  her  arms,  started  on  her  journey 
of  safety,  thus  participating  in  what  is  known  in  Texas 
history  as  "Runaway  Scrape." 

When  the  war  was  over  the  family  returned  to  their 
settlement  at  Cat  Springs.  In  1848,  with  his  family, 
Mr.  Kleberg  moved  to  Meyersville,  DeWitt  county.  Some 
years  later  the  Civil  War  began.  At  that  time  he  was 
too  old  to  go  into  military  service,  but  he  showed  his 
loyalty  to  his  state  by  organizing  a  militia  company.  He 
died  a  soldier,  a  hero,  a  patriot,  at  his  home  near  York- 
town,  Texas,  October  23,  1888.  He  held  many  offices 
of  honor,  and  wa's  a  noble  husband  and  father.  His 
wife.  Baroness  Rosa  von  Roeder,  one  of  Texas'  noblest 
women,  died  in  July,  1907,  in  her  ninety-fourth  year. 
Both  are  buried  in  the  family  burial  ground  near  York- 
town. 

Marcellus  Eugene  Kleberg  received  his  early  education 
from  a  private  tutor.  There  were  no  public  schools 
available  during  his  youth.  When  he  was  twelve  years 
of  age  the  Civil  War  'began.  Thus  it  fell  to  him  to  help 
take  care  of  the  farm,  as  his  older  brothers  went  to  war, 
and  his  father  had  official  duties  to  perform.  During 
this  period  he  herded  the  sheep,  and  whOe  thus  acting  as 
shepherd,  carried  books  with  him  and  read  and  studied. 
Later  he  attended  Concrete  College,  situated  thirty  miles 
from  Meyersville.  His  college  career  had  to  be  dis- 
continued owing  to  financial  misfortune  which  overtook 
his  father.  Eighteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  he  went  to 
Indianola,  where  for  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school.  After  borrowing  money  and  adding  this  to 
what  he  had  earned  as  a  teacher,  he  set  out  for  Lexing- 
ton, Virginia,  and  studied  law  at  Washington  and  Lee 
University.  There  he  made  a  three  years'  course  in  two 
years,  and  was  graduated  with  honors  in  the  law  class  of 
1872. 

Returning  to  DeWitt  county,  he  established  himself 
as  a  lawyer.  Soon  afterwards  he  was  urged  to  go  to  the 
legislature,  and  was  elected  to  represent  his  county  in 
the  thirteenth  legislature  of  Texas.  When  his  term  of 
office  expired  he  moved  to  Bellville,  Austin  county,  where 
he  practiced  law  in  partnership  with  Mr.  B.  T.  Harris. 

On  October  24,  1875,  Mr.  Kleberg  married  Miss  Emilie 
Miller,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  H.  Miller,  a  well-known  mer- 
chant of  Austin  county.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Kle- 
berg located  in  Galveston,  and  in  a  short  time  became 
recognized  as  an  able  lawyer,  and  one  of  the  influential 
citizens.  He  was  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Street  & 
Kleberg,  then  of  Hume  &  Kleberg,  then  Kleberg  & 
Neethe,  then  Kleberg,  Davidson  &  Neethe,  and  lastly 
Kleberg  &  Neethe.  Outside  of  his  large  practice  as  a 
lawyer,  he  was  almost  continuously  identified  with  some 
form  of  public  service.  He  served  as  a  trustee  of  the 
public  schools  of  the  city,  and  for  eighteen  years  was 
president  of  the  school  board.  He  was  president  of  the 
board  at  the  time  the  great  storm  of  1900  demolished 
the  school  building,  and  it  was  through  his  efforts  that 
the  New  York  City  public  schools  gave  a  large  sum  of 
money  to  help  rebuild  the  local  school  houses  of  Galves- 
ton, and  the  example  of  New  York  was  followed  by 
other  public  schools  throughout  the  United  States. 

Resigning  his  office  with  the  schools,  Mr.  Kleberg 
accepted  the  appointment  of  city  attorney  of  Galveston 
in  January,  1904,  and  served  the  city  most  nobly  in  one 
of  the  most  important  and  trying  periods  of  its  history. 
During  his  term  of  office,  when  the  citizens  were  about 
to  give  up  the  idea  of  protecting  Galveston  from  over- 
flows, on  account  of  the  lack  of  funds,  his  profound 
knowledge  of  constitutional  and  municipal  law  cleared 
all   objections   to   the  bond  that   had   been   issued.     He 
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weut  to  New  York,  and  succeeded  in  selling  a  large 
quantity  of  the  issue.  Some  years  before  he  had  been 
one  of  the  chief  supporters  and  advocates  of  the  com- 
mission form  of  government.  How  the  community  esti- 
mated his  civic  service  is  well  stated  in  summary  form 
by  the  Galveston  Tribiaie  of  December  31,  1909,  which 
spoke  of  him  as  the  "Pilot  of  the  Municipal  Ship  of 
State.  He  is  the  strongest  man  in  the  city  government. 
His  value  to  the  city  cannot  be  overestimated. ' '  With 
his  work  as  a  public  servant  accomplished,  Mr.  Kleberg 
resigned  his  position  of  city  attorney  in  July,  1911,  to 
devote  his  time  to  his  large  private  practice. 

The  late  Mr.  Kleberg  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Bar  Association  of  Texas,  and  was  the 
first  president  of  the  Galveston  County  Bar  Assoeiation. 
At  the  1912  State  T^ar  Convention,  held  in  Galveston,  in 
the  summer  ot  tli:it  yr:ir,  lie  was  elected  as  one  of  the 
delegates  to  tlie  Niitinnal  Bar  Association,  which  con- 
vened in  Milnauki'f,  W  isi-.msin.  Mr.  Kleberg  served  as 
a  regent  of  the  University  of  Texas,  dtiring  the  governor- 
ship of  Mr.  Lanham. 

That  the  late  Mr.  Kleberg  was  one  of  the  most  elo- 
quenl  and  forceful  orators  of  Texas  and  the  nation  has 
been  abundantly  testified.  His  influence  as  a  speaker 
was  increased  by  his  fluency  in  the  German  as  well  as 
the  English  language.  One  of  his  first  great  speeches 
was  that  on  the  "Review  of  the  Bloody  Battles  of  the 
Xexas-Mexiean  War, ' '  a  speech  delivered  in  Galveston 
April  21,  1896.  It  was  at  the  time,  and  has  since  been 
referred  to  as  a  masterpiece  of  oratory.  He  was  not 
only  noted  for  his  formal  addresses  in  commemoration 
of  historic  deeds  and  great  events,  but  used  his  ability 
many  times  to  move  and  mould  public  opinion  in  behalf 
of   current   needs   of   hi;  '      ' 
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i  county;  Walter  Kleljerg,  physician  and 
surgeon  and  present  city  health  oflScer  of  Galveston ;  and 
Misses  Rosa,  Emilie,  and  Alice  Kleberg. 

The  late  Mr.  Kleberg  was  a  patriotic  citizen,  a  knightly 
gentleman,  devoted  to  his  family  and  friends.  He  was 
distinguished  as  a  lawyer,  a  man  of  philosophical  and 
high  ideals  which  placed  him  at  the  head  of  his  profes- 
sion. His  wonderful  intellect  and  intelligence  made  him 
a  benefactor  to  his  city,  above  what  he  accomplished  in 
its  behalf  through  his  professional  capacity.  He  was  a 
patriot,  orator,  and  legislator  of  first  rank,  and  his  name 
and  good  deeds  are  fitly  honored  in  any  history  of  his 
home  state. 

William  Jackson  Fleshek.  A  member  of  the  Canyon 
City  bar  since  1909,  Mr.  Flesher  has  been  successful  iu 
practice,  has  been  honored  with  official  promotion,  and 
is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  public  spirited  men  of 
Randall  county. 

William  Jackson  Flesher  was  born  at  Reedy,  Roane 
county,  West  Virginia,  September  14,  1882.  On  his 
father  's  side  his  ancestors  came  from  Germany,  and  his 
mother 's    ancestry    was    Irish.      The    father,    Andrew    L. 


Flesher,  was  a  native  of  West  Virginia,  and  his  grand- 
father John  Flesher  was  an  old  West  Virginia  farmer, 
and  when  the  Civil  war  came  on,  enlisted  with  Brecken- 
ridge  's  mounted  troopers,  and  served  from  the  West 
Virginia  campaign,  early  in  the  war,  until  the  sur- 
render of  Lee  at  Appomattox.  His  death  occurred 
soon  after  the  war,  partly  a  result  of  the  wounds  and 
hardships  which  lie  had  undergone  as  a  soldier.  Andrew 
L.  Flesher,  the  father,  who  now  resides  at  Rock  Island, 
Texas,  brought  his  family  from  West  Virginia  to  Mis- 
souri in  18SS,  and  in  1900  came  to  Texas.  He  is  a  con- 
tractor and  builder,  and  in  politics  is  a  Democrat.  The 
family  are  Methodists  in  religion.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  mother  is  Henrietta  Sunmierville,  who  was  born  in 
Jackson  county,  West  Virginia,  and  has  been  the  mother 
of  seven  children,  three  deceased,  and  the  four  now  liv- 
ing being   residents   of   Texas. 

William  Jackson  Flesher  had  his  early  schooling  in 
Sullivan  county,  Missouri,  and  spent  one  year  in  the 
Kirksville  Normal  in  that  state.  When  eighteen  years 
old  the  family  came  to  Texas,  and  from  1902  to  1904 
he  was  a  student  in  the  Texas  State  Normal  School' 
at  Denton.  His  early  career  was  spent  on  a  farm  and 
in  the  fall  of  1900  he  filled  his  first  regular  position 
as  a  teacher.  He  taught  a  country  school  in  Colorado 
county  for  three  years,  resigning  to  enter  the  State  Nor- 
mal at  Denton,  and  from  there  moved  out  to  Mason 
county,  Texas,  where  he  was  elected  superintendent  of 
schools.  He  filled  that  important  office  for  three  years. 
He  had  depended  upon  his  own  exertions  to  advance  his 
education,  and  early  in  his  career  it  was  his  ambition 
to  become  a  lawyer.  With  the  means  acquired  as  a 
teacher  he  finally  entered  the  law  department  of  the 
Universitv  of  Texas,  and  after  studving  two  years  was 
admitted'to  the  bar  in  the  f.all  of  1908.  In  June,  1909, 
he  opened  his  oftice  in  Canyon  City,  and  was  soon  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  rising  young  attorneys  of  the  Ran- 
dall county  bar.  In  November,  1910,  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  county  attorney,  and  by  reelection  in 
1912,  still  holds  that  office.  Mr.  Flesher  is  also  a  stock 
holder  and  director  of  the  First  State  Bank  of  Canyon. 
In  politics  he  is  one  of  the  workers  for  Democratic 
support.  During  the  recent  campaign,  he  was  one  of 
the  active  advocates  of  the  amendment  to  the  state  con- 
stitution, providing  for  state-wide  prohibition,  and  while 
the  campaieii  \vas"  iiiisiieressfiil  -reat  headway  lias  been 
made,  ami  with  a  vieu  u.  s,.,.,,rinu  tlie  final  elniihiation 
of  the  lii|iier  trallir  fium  Texa-  M  i-,  |-|esli,a'  determined 
to  devote  iiiueli  time  ami  lalmr  tn  extemling  the  work 
which  was  so  well  liegun  previous  to  the  last  election  on 
that  question.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  also  belonging  to  the  East- 
ern Star.  He  is  a  trustee  and  steward  in  the  Methodist 
church  and  one  of  the  teachers  of  the  Sunday  school. 

On  December  25,  1910,  he  married  Miss  May  Ballard, 
who  was  born  in  Texas,  a  daughter  of  J.  W.  Ballard. 
Her  father  was  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Wise  county, 
having  come  across  the  country  with  an  ox  team  to  that 
region.  For  the  past  twenty-two  years  he  and  his  fam- 
ily ha\e  iisided  in  Swisher  county,  Texas.  To  Mr.  and 
liis.  rieslni  liave  been  born  one  son  and  one  daughter: 
William  .lames.  .Jr.,  born  September  21,  1911,  and  Hen- 
rietta May,  Imiiii  June  6,  1913. 

William  C.  Blanks.  Since  1907  a  prominent  member 
of  the  San  Angelo  bar,  William  C.  Blanks  has  been  a 
Texas  lawyer  for  twenty  years,  and  has  made  a  very 
successful  record  in  his  profession. 

William  C.  Blanks  was  born  August  24,  1873,  in 
Maysville,  Arkansas,  the  oldest  of  the  five  children  of 
R.  A.  and  M.  A.  Blanks,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Virginia.  On  the  father's  side  the  ancestry  is 
Scotch-Irish,  and  French  on  the  mother 's.  Before  the 
Civil  war  both  families  were  large  planters  and  i 
holders   in   Virginia,   and   the   maternal   grandfather 
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the  owner  of  about  two  hundred  slaves,  so  that  the  result 
of  the  war  was  especially  disastrous  to  his  property. 
In  lS7-t  the  parents  moved  out  to  Texas,  locating  at 
Gainesville,  from  there  to  Wills  Point.  At  the  latter 
place  the  father  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business, 
and  lived  there  untU  his  death  in  1902.  The  mother 
passed  away  in  1910  at  the  old  home  in  Sherman.  Pre- 
vious to  his  removal  to  Texas,  the  father  went  through 
the  war  as  a  Confederate  soldier.  He  was  wounded  in 
the  first  battle  at  Manassas,  but  after  a  furlough  re- 
turned to  the  army  and  continued  thiough  many  other 
engagements  until  the  final  surrender.  He  was  a  busi- 
ness friend  and  associate  of  Stonewall  Jackson. 

Mr.  William  C.  Blanks  attained  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Texas,  having  been  a  resident  of  this 
state  since  he  was  one  year  of  age.  He  subsequently 
was  a  student  in  the  Battle  Ground  Academy  in  Frank- 
lin, Tennessee,  and  during  1892-93  was  a  student  in  the 
law  firm  of  Judge  Gordon  Eussell  and  W.  B.  Wynne  at 
Hills  Point.  His  entrance  to  the  bar  followed  in  1S93, 
when  he  was  only  twenty  years  of  age.  He  began  prac- 
tice in  Wills  Point,  his  old  home,  and  remained  there 
until  1907,  at  which  date  he  established  his  ofiice  in  San 
Angelo. 

Mr.  Blanks  has  always  been  a  stanch  Democrat  and 
has  spoken  and  contributed  in  other  ways  to  the  success 
of  his  party  and  to  good  government  in  his  community 
and  state.  He  is  aflSliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  the  San  Angelo  club,  and  belongs  to  the  State  Bar 
Association.  His  religious  membership  is  in  the  Method- 
ist church  south,  of  which  he  is  a  steward.  On  June 
12,  1875,  Mr.  Blanks  married  Miss  Julia  Gilchrist,  daugh- 
ter of  A.  J.  Gilchrist  of  Wills  Point.  Her  father  was 
for  a  number  of  years  a  merchant  at  Wills  Point,  hav- 
ing come  to  Texas  from  Missouri  many  years  ago. 
Her  mother,  Mrs.  Kate  Gilchrist,  is  now  living  at  the  old 
home,  but  her  father  died  about  1887.  The  four  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blanks  are  two  girls  and  two  boys. 
Miss  Euth  and  Miss  Mary  are  both  in  school,  and  the 
boys  are  William,  aged  ten  and  Olin,  aged  six,  the  former 
also  being  a  school  boy.  Mr.  Blanks  has  been  well  pleased 
with  conditions  in  west  Texas  since  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence here,  and  as  it  is  the  portion  of  the  state  which 
will  have  the  greatest  development  within  the  next 
quarter  of  a  century,  it  is  his  purpose  to  identify  him- 
self closely  with  its  progress  and  assist  in  every  capacity 
to  promote  the  substantial  welfare  of  San  Angelo  and 
all  other  sections  of  the  state. 

Judge  Milton  Mays.  Many  years  of  experience  in 
legal  work  has  won  for  Judge  Milton  Mays  of  San 
Angelo,  Texas,  a  wide  reputation  as  a  lawyer'of  wisdom 
and  aliilitv.  (if  ):itp  y.>ius  the  .iudge  has  devoted  his 
attenti^'i'  '  ■  i  ■-  lit^^  m<  ;i  member  of  the  bench,  and 
his  siir- ,         I  ,  .,il    rapaiity  was   no  less  than   was 

expei-ti']  in-iM  iin  i,,Mi,|  h,.  made  as  an  attorney.  Judge 
Mays  ii:is  also  i.iken  an  active  part  in  politics  and  in 
fact  has  entered  actively  into  every  phase  of  the  life  of 
the  communities  in  which  he  has  made  his  home. 

Judge  Milton  Mays  was  born  in  Madison  county,  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  7th  of  November,  1840,  the  son  of  John 
M.  and  Sarah  (Pulbright)  Mays.  John  il.  Mays  was 
a  farmer  of  Madison  county  and  a  member  of  a  well 
known  Tennessee  family.  The  Mays  family  were  pros- 
perous planters  before  the  war,  being  land  owners  and 
slave  holders.  John  M.  Mays  came  to  Texas  in  184'9 
and  located  in  Eusk  county  where  he  farmed  and  raised 
stock.  Here  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1887  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace 
for  a  number  of  years  in  Eusk  county  and  was  a  prom- 
inent citizen.  His  wife  died  in  1880.  There  were  twelve 
children  in  the  family,  six  boys  and  six  girls,  an  even 
division  and  a  similar  coincidence  occurs  in  the  fact  that 
six  of  the  children,  three  boys  and  three  girls  were 
born  in  Tennessee,  while  the  other  six  were  born  in  Texas. 
Of  these  children  Judge  Mays  was  the  fourth.     Their 


ancestry  was  German  and  Scotch,  and  characteristics  of 
both  these  strong  races  may  be  seen  in  the  person  oi 
the  judge.  Milton  Mays  first  attended  a  private  school 
in  Tennessee  and  then  upon  the  removal  of  his  family 
to  Texas  he  continued  his  education  in  private  .^choids 
in  the  latter  state.  He  next  entered  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  College  at  Daingerfield,  Texas,  remainiug 
there   from   1857   to   1860. 

When  the  storm  cloud  of  1860  broke,  however,  young 
Milton  Mays  would  have  no  more  of  school.  He  enlisted 
in  the  Confederate  army,  being  a  niemljer  of  Company 
F,  of  the  7th  Texas'  Cavalry  in  Sibley's  Brigade. 
He  took  part  in  a  number  of  battles,  among  them  being 
those  of  Valverde  and  Glorietta  in  New  Mexico.  He 
served  all  through  the  war  and  in  addition  to  the  larger 
battles  he  was  in  hundreds  of  skirmishes. 

With  the  surrender  of  General  Lee  and  the  conse- 
quent close  of  the  war  Judge  Mays  again  became  a  pri- 
vate citizen.  He  returned  to  Texas  and  taught  school 
for  a  time,  spending  his  spare  moments  in  reading  law. 
He  later  studied  under  Colonel  William  Stedman  Hen- 
derson and  in  1870  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He 
fiist  began  to  practice  in  Rusk  county,  Texas,  and  in 
1872  he  located  in  Brownwood,  Texas.  He  remained 
here  for  ten  years  and  then,  in  1882,  he  came  to  San 
Angelo.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  active  practice 
of  his  profession  here  ever  since  and  has  built  up  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice.  He  has  held  the  oflSce 
of  county  judge  for  the  past  fourteen  years,  being  one 
of  the  most  widely  respected  of  the  judges  of  Tom 
CJreen  county. 

Judge  Mays  has  always  been  a  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  has  worked  for  the  success  of  the  party 
in  every  election.  In  1896  he  was  one  of  the  electors 
on  the  Democratic  ticket.  His  sole  fraternal  allegiance 
is  with  the  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

Judge  Mays  was  married  in  1866  to  Miss  Mary  San- 
ford,  of  Eusk  county,  Texas,  and  his  second  marriage 
took  place  in  1882,  his  wife  being  Miss  Aline  Standen- 
berg,  of  Brownwood,  Texas.  The  judge  has  two  daugh- 
ters, Mary  and  Hermione. 

James  E.  Grimland.  A  long  and  steadily  prospering 
business  career  has  been  that  of  James  E.  Grimland  of 
Sonora,  and  along  with  success  in  merchandising  he  has 
been  honored  with  official  position  and  places  of  trust 
which  indicate  the  confidence  of  the  community  in  his 
ability  and  integrity. 

James  E.  Grimland,  who  is  a  Texan  both  by  bjrth  and 
by  preference,  was  born  in  Prairieville  in  Kaufman 
county,  March  3,  1866.  His  parents,  Yern  and  Inger 
(Holversou)  Grimland,  were  both  natives  of  Norway, 
whence  they  came  to  Texas  as  young  people  and  were 
married  in  this  state.  The  father  has  been  a  resident 
of  the  state  since  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  During 
his  younger  years  he  followed  farming  and  is  now 
retired.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  public 
affairs,  and  has  been  licuinriNl  witli  various  public  offices. 
He  is  a  very -influential  iiiciiilicr  of  the  Lutheran  church, 
and  his  wife  is  a  nicuilier  nf  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grimland  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  anniversary  on  July  13,  1912.  They  not  only 
prospered  in  the  material  sense,  Init  reared  a  fine  family 
of  fourteen  children,  all  of  whom  consider  Texas  as  their 
permanent  home. 

James  E.  Grimland  had  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  after  leaving  high  school  finished  at  a  busi- 
ness college.  Until  he  was  twenty-one  yenr*  of  age  he 
lived  at  home  on  the  farm,  and  was  tliiin'UL'Mv  familiar 
with  all  its  duties.  He  then  went  int^  :i  ~;..ir  ;,v  a  clerk, 
and  followed  mercantile  lines  for  twcutx  li^'  .vais  in  the 
employ  of  various  firms  and  at  different  jilaces.  He  has 
been  a  resident  of  Sonora  in  Sutton  county  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  in  April,  1911.  he  established  there  his 
present  business.  He  has  a  first-class  store  and  carries 
a  good  stock  of  men  's  furnishing  goods,  shoes,  hats  and 
other  wares,  and  does  an  extensive  retail  business. 
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•  In  Bosque  county,  Texas,  on  New  Year  's  Eve  of  1899, 
Mr.  Grimland  married  Mis3  Lucy  Wallace,  daughter  of 
S.  J.  Wallace  of  Bosque  county.  Their  family  of  seven 
children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  are  named:  Fred 
C,  Lucile,  Winona,  Eoy,  Wade,  Jack  and  Lawrence. 
The  son  Fred  is  a  graduate  of  Byrne's  Commercial  Col- 
lege at  Tyler,  and  Lucile  is  a  teacher  in  the  Sonora  Pub- 
lie  Schools.  All  the  family  are  active  members  of  the 
Methodist  church.  Fraternally  Mr.  Grimland  is  a  Blue 
Lodge  and  Chapter  Mason,  being  secretary  of  his  lodge, 
and  is  also  one  of  the  local  commanders  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees.  He  has  membership  in  the  Sonora 
Business  Men  's  Club. 

Politically  he  is  considered  one  of  the  most  active  men 
in  the  Sutton  Democracy.  As  a  citizen  and  as  a  business 
man  the  people  have  shown  their  confidence  in  him  by 
electing  him  five  successive  times  to  the  office  of  county 
treasurer,  and  he  is  now  serving  his  fifth  term.  On  two 
elections  he  had  no  opponent  for  the  office.  Among  the 
avocations  of  life  Mr.  Grimland  gets  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  out  of  music,  and  is  proficient  with  nearly  every 
instrument. 

Hon.  Asher  Eichardson  Smith,  of  Laredo,  Texas,  is 
one  of  the  prominent  young  lawyers  of  his  district  and 
gives  promise  of  making  a  name  for  himself  in  the 
Southwest. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  at  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey,  in 
1887,  while  his  parents  were  temporary  residents  of  that 
place,  but  he  was  reared  at  their  home  town.  Snow  Hill, 
Maryland.  His  collegiate  education  was  received  at  St. 
John's  College  (University  of  Maryland),  at  Annapolis, 
where  he  graduated  with  honors  in  1907.  Immediately 
after  his  graduation  he  came  to  Texas  and  (his  parents 
being  deceased)  made  his  home  with  his  uncle  and 
guardian.  Col.  Asher  Eichardson  of  Dimmit  county,  one 
of  the  largest  land  owners  and  stockmen  of  Southwest 
Texas.  The  town  of  Asherton,  in  Dimmit  county,  was 
founded  by  Colonel  Eichardson,  and  he  has  since  made 
his  home  there.  He  also  built  and  is  owner  of  the  Ash- 
erton and  Gulf  Eailroad. 

Having  decided  to  enter  the  legal  profession,  Mr. 
Smith  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  Law  Department 
of  the  University  of  Texas,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1911.  He  then  came  to  Laredo  and  identified 
himself  with  the  practice  of  law  here,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Atlee  &  Smith,  being  favored  with  the  con- 
duct of  important  litigation  in  the  various  courts  of 
Southwest  Texas.  Mr.  Atlee  having  retired  from  the 
practice,  he  is  now  practicing  by  himself. 

In  the  general  election  of  1912  Mr.  Smith  was  hon- 
ored by  election  on  the  Democratic  ticket  as  a  member 
of  the  lower  house  of  the  Texas  Legislature  to  represent 
the  district  of  which  Webb  county  is  a  portion. 

Juan  V.  Benavides.  Among  the  members  of  the 
Webb  county  bar  probably  no  lawyer  is  lietter  known 
than  Juan  V.  Benavides,  who  has  practiced  his  profession 
in  Laredo  since  1877  and  who  is  the  present  county  at- 
torney. In  infancy  he  was  adopted  by  the  late  Santos 
Benavides,  who  died  at  Laredo  in  1891.  His  foster- 
father  treated  him  like  a  son,  sending  him  to  some  of 
the  best  schools  in  the  country,  particularly  those  of  San 
Antonio  and  Spring  HiU  College,  Jlobile,  Alabama. 
After  completing  the  course  at  the  last-named  institu- 
tion, he  entered  the  law  department  of  Washington  and 
Lee  University,  at  Lexington,  Virginia,  where  he  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1877.  Upon  leaving  the  uni- 
versity, he  returned  to  Laredo,  where  he  opened  a  law 
office  and  soon  acquired  a  high  standing  as  a  lawyer,  a 
profession  for  which  he  is  admirably  fitted  both  by  nature 
and  education.  In  1909  Mr.  Benavides  was  appointed 
county  attorney,  though  previous  to  that  time  he  had 
served  several  terms  as  county  or  city  attorney.    He  was 


elected  to  the  office  at  the  regular  election  in  1910,  and 
re-elected  in  1912,  the  people  thus  giving  their  unquali- 
fied indorsement  to  the  manner  in  which  he  had  dis- 
charged his  official  duties.  In  his  political  views,  he  af- 
filiates with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has  been  active 
in  securing  victories  for  that  organization  at  the  polls. 

Mr.  Benavides  married  Miss  Laura  Allen,  a  native  of 
Canada,  but  who  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  where  their  marriage  was 
solemnized. 

George  Eichardson.  Among  Texas  sheep  men  and 
wool  growers  of  the  present  time  there  is  none  whose 
extended  business  and  success  have  excelled  the  record 
of  George  Eichardson,  the  well-known  wool  commission 
man  and  sheep  raiser  at  San  Angelo.  His  sheep  ranch, 
located  in  Tom  Green,  Sterling  and  Irion  counties,  has 
for  a  number  of  years  borne  a  high  reputation  among 
the  sheep  men  throughout  West  Texas.  Mr.  Eichardson 
has  jealously  guarded  the  substantial  reputation  of  his 
flocks,  and  as  a  result  there  are  few  men  in  the  country 
who  have  upheld  the  standard  of  the  sheep  business 
more  uniformly  through  a  course  of  many  years. 

George  Eichardson,  like  many  other  successful  men, 
started  out  on  a  small  scale  in  West  Texas  as  a  sheep 
grower  about  thirty-five  years  ago.  He  comes  from  a 
sheep  country,  and  his  father  before  him  was  an  expert 
in  the  industry  in  Scotland,  where  George  was  reared  and 
trained  to  his  future  life  work.  He  was  born  in  Dum- 
frieshire,  Scotland,  in  1857.  His  father,  D.  B.  Eichard- 
son, was  a  sheep  raiser  and  farmer,  and  one  of  the  most 
successful  in  his  line  in  all  Scotland.  He  continued  in 
that  industry  until  his  death  in  1911.  The  mother  is 
still  living  in  Scotland. 

George  Eichardson  attained  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  land,  and  his  first  regular  work  on  his 
father's  farm  began  at  the  age  of  fifteen  and  he  con- 
tinued until  he  was  thoroughly  familiar  with  all  the  de- 
partments of  sheep  raising.  In  1879  he  emigrated  from 
Scotland,  and  after  one  year  in  Uvalde  county,  Texas, 
moved  out  to  Eden,  in  Concho  county,  where  he  was 
among  the  early  settlers,  and  where  he  had  a  sheep 
ranch  for  some  years  until  1887,  at  which  time  he  trans- 
ferred his  headquarters  to  San  Angelo.  In  San  Angelo, 
besides  being  a  large  producer  of  wool,  he  has  for  many 
years  been  engaged  in  the  wool  commission  business.  In 
West  Texas  when  he  made  his  start  he  had  a  flock  of 
about  four  hundred  sheep.  Since  then  he  has  directe* 
his  energies  not  only  to  increasing  his  sheep  numerically, 
but  has  laid  special  emphasis  on  grading  up  and  bringing 
the  flocks  to  the  highest  standard.  He  has  continued  this 
work  with  great  care  and  efficiency  for  more  than  thirty- 
five  years.  The  stock  to  which  he  has  given  special  atten- 
tion is  the  Delaine  Merinos,  and  his  ranch  is  famous  all 
over  West  Texas  for  this  breed.  He  now  runs  ten  thou- 
sand head  of  sheep,  and  his  wool  clip  will  average  ten 
pounds  to  the  head.  During  the  years  in  which  Mr.  Eich- 
ardson has  been  a  factor  in  wool  production  in  West 
Texas  prices  have  had  a  great  range,  from  five  cents  per 
pound  to  twenty-five  cents  per  pound.  During  the  Cleve- 
land administration,  when  wool  was  placed  on  the  free 
list,  and  in  consequence  of  the  tariff  tinkering  of  that 
time,  wool  prices  fell  to  the  lowest  known  minimum  of 
five  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Eichardson,  besides  his  large  interest  as  a  wool 
raiser,  is  a  director  in  the  Concho  Valley  Loan  and  Trust 
Company  of  San  Angelo,  and  is  vice-president  and  one 
of  the  large  stockholders  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
San  Angelo.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  has  membership  in  the  Presbyterian 
church.  On  November  25,  1890,  he  married  Miss  Carrie 
B.  Scudder,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eichardson  have 
three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  D.  B.  Eich- 
ardson, the  oldest,  is  now  connected  with  the  South  Bend 
Woolen  Mills  in  South  Bend,  Indiana;  Eobert  S.  Eich- 
ardson is  attending  the  West  Texas  Military  Academy 
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in  San  Antonio;  the  daughter,  Miss  Janet  H.  Eichard- 
son,  is  in  school  in  San  Angelo. 

The  Eichardson  sheep  ranch  is  located  thirty-five  miles 
northwest  of  San  Angelo,  and  its  fifty  thousand  acres 
spread  over  portions  of  Tom  Green,  Sterling  and  Irion 
counties.  It  is  watered  by  Eocky  Creek,  and  by  twenty- 
two  driven  wells,  each  one  equipped  with  windmill  and 
large  water  tank.  This  large  acreage  is  divided  into 
twenty-seven  inclosures,  and  the  ranch  is  equipped  with 
three  separate  residences,  with  a  shearing  shed  and  all 
the  improvements  and  facilities  for  the  sheep  industry. 
As  a  wool  grower  Mr.  Eichardson,  almost  as  a  matter  of 
course,  is  a  Eepublican  in  politics,  and  thoroughly  be- 
lieves in  the  protective  tariff.  He  has  served  as  chair- 
man of  the  Eepublican  party  in  his  home  county  for 
eighteen  years,  and  is  a  vigorous  advocate  of  Eepublican 
principles.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  State  Sheep,  Goat 
and  Wool-Growers'  Association  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Eichardson  is  a  Scotchman  and  of  an  old  Scotch 
family,  while  his  wife  is  of  German  descent.  There  were 
eleven  children  in  the  elder  Eichardson  's  family,  and  two 
of  the  brothers,  James  and  John,  are  now  both  employed 
on  the  Eichardson  ranch  in  West  Texas.  Mr.  Eichard- 
son also  has  a  brother  in  China  engaged  in  the  banking 
and  shipping  business.  All  the  other  children  of  the 
Eichardson  family  still  live  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  Eichardson  believes  that  the  Concho  country  is  the 
best  wool-growing  section  in  the  State  of  Texas,  and  in 
the  entire  Southwest.  Its  advantages  in  this  regard  are 
increased  by  the  fact  that,  while  essentially  a  grazing 
country,  it  is  well  watered  from  subterranean  sources,  and 
by  drilling  from  eighteen  to  one  hundred  feet  below  the 
surface  an  unfailing  supply  of  pure  water  can  always  be 
obtained.  In  climate  also  the  country  is  ideal,  and  it  is 
a  fine  place  for  men  of  energy  to  adopt  as  their  home. 

Joseph  Netzer.  It  is  a  notable  fact  in  connection 
with  the  history  of  immigration  to  the  United  States 
that  many  of  those  from  Germany  become  prominent  in 
business  and  financial  circles.  Joseph  Netzer,  a  hard- 
ware merchant  and  plumber  of  Laredo,  was  born  in 
Frankforton-the-Main,  Germany,  was  educated  in  his 
native  land  and  there  learned  the  trade  of  plumber.  As 
a  journeyman  he  followed  this  occupation  in  various 
cities  of  Europe,  principally  those  of  Germany,  Austria, 
Servia  and  Eussia.  In  1879  he  came  to  America,  and 
during  the  next  two  years  worked  at  his  trade  in  New 
Jersey  and  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  In  1881  he 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  regular  army  at  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  and  went  from  the  bottom  to  the  top,  holding 
all  the  different  offices  therein,  and  during  his  term  of 
enlistment  was  in  active  service  on  the  western  frontier. 
He  participated  in  the  campaigns  against  the  Indian 
tribes,  particularly  the  Apaches,  of  New  Mexico  and  Ari- 
zona, and  his  company  formed  part  of  the  force  that 
captured  the  notorious  chief  Geronimo  and  his  band. 
While  in  the  regular  army  he  was  in  the  Eighth  cavalry 
and  Nineteenth  infantry.  Mr.  Netzer  located  at  Laredo 
in  18S9  and  embarked  in  the  plumbing  and  hardware 
business  on  a  small  scale,  but  his  energetic  habits  and 
fine  business  ability  bore  fruit,  and  at  the  present  time 
he  has  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  establish- 
ments of  this  character  on  the  Mexican  border.  In  con- 
nection with  his  occupation  he  has  given  a  great  deal  of 
attention  to  the  subject  of  sanitary  engineering,  in 
which  he  is  recognized  as  an  authority.  Naturally,  his 
knowledge  on  this  important  subject  has  caused  him  to 
be  consulted  on  matters  pertaining  to  public  sanitation, 
sewerage,  etc.,  with  the  result  that  few  plumbers  in  the 
Southwest  are  more  widely  or  favorably  known.  He  is 
honorary  president  of  and  state  lecturer  on  sanitation 
for  the  Texas  State  Plumbers '  Association,  and  an  ex- 
member  of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Committee.  Pub- 
lic spirited  and  progressive,  he  has  been  an  ardent  worker 
in  every  cause  for  the  advancement  of  Laredo  since  he 
became  a  resident  of  the  city,  and  he  holds  the  important 


position  of  president  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Laredo  Board  of  Trade  for  the  year  of  1913. 

In  fraternal  circles  Mr.  Netzer  is  a  prominent  and 
popular  figure.  He  is  a  past  great  sachem  of  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Eed  Men,  in  which  order  he  has  served 
as  great  representative  of  Texas  in  the  Great  Council 
of  the  United  States,  also  a  member  of  the  council 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas;  a  member  of  Minnehaha 
Council  No.  1,  Degree  of  Pocahontas;  grand  vice  pro- 
tector of  the  Texas  Grand  Lodge,  Knights  and  Ladies 
of  Honor;  a  past  noble  grand  of  Laredo  Lodge,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  a  member  of  Laredo 
Eebekah  Lodge;  first  president  of  the  Southwest  Texas 
Odd  Fellows  and  Eebekah  Association;  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  Laredo  Lodge  No.  301,  Loyal  Americans  of 
the  Eepublic;  a  member  of  Laredo  Lodge  No.  1018, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  of  Laredo 
Lodge  No.  1019,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  He  is  also  a 
T.  P.  A.  After  becoming  a  citi7en  of  Laredo,  Mr.  Netzer 
joined  the  Texas  National  Guard  and  his  knowledge  of 
military  subjects  gained  while  i-erviug  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States  led  to  his  being  commissioned  captain 
of  Company  K,  Third  infantry. 

Mr.  Netzer  was  united  in  marriage  in  Laredo  to  Miss 
Annie  E.  Wright,  a  native  of  England,  and  their  seven 
children  are  J.  C,  F.  S.,  May,  Kuth,  Leo,  Paul  and 
NeUie. 

Edgar  L.  Hicks.  A  man  of  distinctive  energy  and 
forceful  individuality  Edgar  L.  Hicks,  of  Brownsville, 
holds  a  position  of  note  among  its  leading  citizens,  being 
widely  and  favorably  known  not  only  as  the  treasurer  of 
Cameron  county,  but  for  his  connection  as  an  agent  with 
many  of  the  larger  and  more  important  insurance  com- 
panies of  the  United  States  and  England.  The  lineal 
descendant  of  a  well-known  New  England  family,  he 
was  born,  in  1882,  in  Brownsville,  Texas,  which  has  al- 
ways been  his  home. 

His  father,  the  late  Benjamin  Oliver  Hicks,  was  born 
in  Ehode  Island,  and  was  there  bred  and  educated. 
Coming  to  Texas  during  the  progress  of  the  Civil  War, 
he  bought  large  tracts  of  land  in  Cameron  county,  and 
for  many  years  was  one  of  the  substantial  and  repre- 
sentative business  men  of  Brownsville,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death,  in  1887.  He  married  Annette  Powers 
Impy,  who  was  born  in  Louisiana.  She  survived  him, 
passing  away  in  1902,  her  death  occurring  in  Brownsville. 

Having  acquired  a  practical  education  in  the  schools 
of  Brownsville,  Edgar  L.  Hicks  began  when  young  to 
take  a  lively  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  was  soon 
brought  to  the  forefront  as  a  man  of  ability  and  integ- 
rity. In  1906  he  was  appointed  county  treasurer  of 
Cameron  county  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  in  the  November 
election  of  that  year  was  elected  to  the  office.  Per- 
forming the  many  duties  devolving  upon  him  in  that 
capacity  efficiently  and  satisfactorily,  Mr.  Hicks  fras 
re-elected  to  the  same  position  in  1908,  1910,  and  1912, 
a  record  showing  conclusive  proofs  of  his  popularity  as 
a  man  and  as  a  public  official. 

Mr.  Hicks  was  engaged  in  the  general  fire  insurance 
business  in  Brownsville,  and  is  thoroughly  familiar  with 
its  details,  and  is  recognized  as  a  local  authority  on  all 
matters  connected  with  it,  and  its  many  ramifications 
under  the  Texas  laws.  In  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Alphonse  P.  Hicks,  he  conducted  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  the  Hicks  Insurance  Agency,  from  1904  until 
December,  1913,  the  brothers  being  local  agents  for  the 
following  named  companies:  Home  Insurance  Company, 
New  York ;  North  British  and  Mercantile  Insurance  Com- 
pany; Springfield  Fire  and  Marine;  New  York  Under- 
writer's Agency,  a  branch  of  the  Hartford  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company;  The  Eoyal  Insurance  Company  of  Liver- 
pool, England;  FidelityPhenix,  New  York;  Westches- 
ter Fire  Insurance,  New  York ;  Palatine  Insurance  Com- 
pany, Limited,  London ;  Continental  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, New  York;   Firemen's  Fund  Insurance  Company, 
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of  San  Francisco;  Niagara  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
New  York;  and  tlie  Providence-Washington  Insurance 
Company,  Providence,  Ehode  Island. 

Mr.  Hicks  married,  in  1907,  Miss  Goldye  Irwin,  of 
Columbus,  Ohio.  Mr.  Hicks  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce;  of  the  Country  Club;  and  of  the  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Egbert  Marion  Pr.\ther,  M.  D.  As  a  physician  and 
surgeon.  Dr.  Prather  has  for  five  years  been  one  of  the 
leaders  of  his  profession  in  Bee  county,  and  has  acquired 
a  large  practice  aud  general  recognition  for  his  ability 
and  standing,  both  as  a  physician  and  a  citizen.  In 
1913  he  completed  a  private  hospital  located  on  North 
St.  Mary  street  in  Beeville,  a  fifteen  room  structure, 
which  is  modern  in  all  its  appointments,  and  attords  the 
best  h..s|Ht:il  fanlities  in  this  part  of  the  state.  The 
plan  lit  I  111'  )iiis|iil:il  received  the  indorsement  of  several 
of  the  Ir.nliiJi,'  ]ili\si(.'ians  and  surgeons  of  San  Antonio, 
and  till'  I'ntire  eijuipment  and  organization  of  the  hos- 
pital are  on  a  high  plane  of  efficiency.  Both  as  pro- 
prietor of  this  institution,  and  in  hisprivate  practice, 
Dr.  Prather  has  acquired  all  the  marks  of  worthy  success. 
Dr.  A.  B.  Wright,  a  prominent  surgeon  formerly  of  Cin- 
cinnati, is  associated  with  Dr.  Prather  in  the  operation 
of  the  hospital. 

A  native  of  Manchester,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  in 
1871.  Dr.  Bobert  Marion  Prather  was  reared  and  re- 
ceived his  early  education  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  has 
been  a  resident  of  Texas  since  1898,  moving  to  Beeville 
from  Vernon,  Wilbarger  county,  Texas.  He  later  took 
post  graduate  work  in  medicine  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Fort  Worth,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1908,  and  in  the  same  year  located  perma- 
nently at  Beeville. 

Dr.  Prather  is  one  of  the  live  and  progressive  members 
of  his  profession  and  by  study  aud  observation  is  eon- 
-stautly  keeping  pace  with  the  improvement  and  new 
knowledge  of  medicine  and  surgery.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  State  Medical  Association  and  is  ex-president  of 
the  Bee  County  Medical  Society.  Besides  his  private 
practice  he  is  serving  as  local  surgeon  for  the  S.  A.  & 
A.  P.  Ey.  Co.  and  is  examining  physician  for  several 
life  insurance  companies. 

R.  W.  Fenner.  As  a  surveyor  and  engineer,  Eobert 
W.  Fenner  has  a  record  of  active  service  and  accom- 
plishments extending  over  forty  years,  all  of  which  has 
been  passed  in  southwest  Texas,  and  most  of  it  in  Bee 
county.  He  was  county  surveyor  of  Bee  county  during 
the  early  days,  and  himself  and  son  have  continuously 
held  that  office  now  for  more  than  thirty  years.  Mr. 
Fenner  represents  one  of  the  families  which  located  in 
southwest  Texas  during  the  early  fifties,  and  for  sixty 
years  the  name  has  been  identified  with  public  spirited 
citizenship,  and  worthy  activity  and  honorable  position 
in  private  life. 

Eobert  W.  Fenner  was  born  in  Ouachita  Parish.  Lou- 
isiana, in  1848,  a  son  of  Sherrod  and  Louise  (Phiol) 
Fenner.  Both  families  were  early  established  in  the 
state  of  Louisiana,  and  that  was  particularly  true  of  the 
maternal  branch  of  the  family,  as  the  Phiols  were  of 
French  stock,  and  had  lived  in  Louisiana  since  the  Span- 
ish reign.  In  18.52,  the  Fenner  family  moved  from 
Louisiana  to  Texas,  locating  first  in  Guadaloupe  county, 
and  subsequently  in  1857  removing  to  Victoria  county, 
where  Robert  W.  spent  his  early  youth,  and  grew  to 
manhood.  Some  of  his  early  schooling  was  obtained  in 
the  old  common  schools,  such  as  were  maintained  in  this 
vicinity  during  the  early  days,  but  he  was  chiefly  educated 
in  the  old  Bastrop  Military  College,  one  of  the  excellent 
schools  of  its  time,  and  in  its  halls  he  prepared  for  his 
preparation  of  surveyor  and  civil  engineer.  He  has  fol- 
lowed this  professional  career  throughout  his  life  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  years,  during  which  he  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school.     In  1879  Mr.  Fenner  located 


at  Beeville  in  Bee  county,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
At  that  date,  1879,  the  county  was  very  sparsely  set- 
tled, and  Beeville  itself  was  a  mere  village  on  the  prairie. 
In  18S0,  the  year  following  his  settlement  here,  Mr.  Fen- 
ner was  elected  to  the  office  of  County  Surveyor,  and 
each  successive  election  was  chosen  for  that  office,  until 
he  had  given  30  successive  years  of  efficient  and  faithful 
service  to  the  office.  On  his  retiring,  he  was  succeeded  by 
his  son  .Tnlm  S.  Fenner,  who  is  also  an  engineer  and 
snrM'Vur.  Tims  father  and  son  together  have  given 
niiiii'  tli.in  tliirty-five  years  of  continuous  service  in  one 
couTitv  ulliir,  a  record  which  is  probably  equaled  in  only 
a  few  instances  in  the  annals  of  public  office  in  this  state. 
The  father  and  son,  under  the  firm  name  of  Fenner  & 
Fenner,  have  offices  at  Beeville,  and  conduct  a  general 
business  in  surveying  and  engineering.  Their  services 
have  been  called  to  numerous  commissions  throughout 
southwestern  Texas,  and  through  their  long  standing  and 
known  capabilities  have  always  enjoyed  a  very  prosper- 
ous patronage. 

Mr.  Eobert  W.  Fenner  married  Miss  Kate  Fenner,  who 
stood  in  the  relation  of  cousin  to  him,  and  who  is  also 
a  native  of  Louisiana,  where  the  family  have  been  estab- 
lished for  so  many  years.  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Fenner  are 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, whose  names  are  as  follows:  Henry,  John  S.,  Eoy, 
Eolla,  Goodrich,  Power,  Mrs.  Mabel  Whaley,  Miss  Ella 
Fenner,  and  Miss  Anna  Fenner. 

Victor  E.  Stampfli.  The  substantial  position  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  holds  in  the  business  life  of  Wich- 
ita Falls,  Texas,  is  the  result  of  his  own  enterprising 
efforts.  The  fact  that  he  made  his  start  without  any 
capital  whatever  and  today  ranks  with  the  representative 
business  men  of  his  city  entitles  him  to  specific  mention 
in  this  biographical  record. 

Victor  E.  Stampfli  was  born  in  the  canton  of  Solodorn, 
Switzerland,  September  28,  1874,  son  of  George  and  Mary 
(Kauffman)  Stampfli,  both  natives  of  Switzerland,  but 
he  has  no  memory  of  any  other  home  than  an  American 
one,  he  having  been  brought  to  America  when  a  babe 
in  arms.  George  Stampfli  was  born  in  1849.  In  No- 
vember, 1874.  with  his  wife  and  three  little  ones,  he 
emigrated  to  America  and  made  settlement  at  St.  Louis, 
Missouri.  He  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Louis  until 
1SS7,  when  he  came  to  Texas  and  took  up  his  residence 
at  Gainesville,  subsequently  removing  from  there  to 
Wichita  Falls.  He  died  at  Florence,  Colorado,  October 
6,  1905.  His  wife  had  died  in  Kansas,  August  10,  1880. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom 
Victor  E.  was  the  third  born. 

In  the  schools  of  Kansas,  near  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
Victor  E.  Stampfli  received  his  education  up  to  the  time 
he  was  thirteen  years  of  age.  Then  he  came  to  Texas. 
Here  he  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of 
baker  and  confectioner  with  Evans  &  Cole  of  Dallas, 
and  remained  with  them  for  three  years,  at  first  receiv- 
ing no  pay.  From  the  time  he  completed  his  apprentice- 
ship until  1894  he  worked  as  a  journeyman  baker,  and 
as  soon  as  he  had  accumulated  a  little  capital  he  started 
in  business  for  himself.  That  was  at  Ardmore,  Okla- 
homa, and  his  original  capital  was  .$150.  There  he  was 
getting  a  nice  little  business  established  when  the  big 
fire  swept  it  all  away  and  left  him  penniless.  Undaunted, 
he  went  to  work  again  at  his  trade  and  made  various 
shifts  in  order  to  get  another  start.  At  Cripple  Creek, 
Colorado,  he  worked  at  his  trade  two  years,  and  while 
there  had  several  losses  through  gold  mining  operations. 
Beturning  to  Texas,  with  a  small  capital,  he  took  up 
his  residence  at  Wichita  Falls.  That  was  in  1898. 
April  25th  of  that  year  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
I.  H.  Eobinson  for  the  purchase  and  erection  of  a  mod- 
ern two-story  building  at  713  Indiana  street,  which  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  $40,000.  Now  they  also  have  several 
other  modern  buildings.  Immediately  on  coming  to 
Wichita  Falls  he  opened  up  a  bakery  and  confectionery 
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business,  and  he  has  kept  pace  with  the  times.  Wichita 
Falls  then  had  a  population  of  only  about  2,000;  its 
inhabitants  now  number  12,000.  Mr.  Stampfii  began  in 
a  small  way  and  did  all  his  own  work,  even  to  the  driving 
of  his  delivery  wagon,  a  one-horse,  canvas-top  wagon; 
today  his  bakery  is  far  ahead  of  the  average  up-to-date 
bakery  in  cities  of  many  times  the  size  of  Wichita 
Falls.  A  made-to-order  auto  delivery  truck  has  taken 
the  place  of  his  horses  and  wagons,  and  in  a  modern  way 
handles  the  modern  product  of  this  thoroughly  equipped 
establishment. 

At  Wichita  Falls,  December  27,  1900,  Victor  E.  Stamp- 
fii and  Miss  May  Hales  vfere  united  in  marriage,  and 
to  them  have  been  given  two  children,  both  born  in  this 
city:  Victor  Carroll,  June  6,  1902,  and  Eoseline  May, 
October  25,  1904.  Mrs.  Stampfii  is  a  native  of  Texas 
and  a  daughter  of  Eohert  A.  Hales,  an  ex-Confederate 
soldier  and  an  early  settler  of  Te.xas. 

Mr.  Stampfii 's  energies  have  not  been  confined  strictly 
to  his  own  business.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  part 
in  politics  and  civic  affairs,  affiliating  with  the  Demo- 
crats. He  served  five  years  as  fire  chief  of  Wichita 
Falls,  and  ten  years  as  a  member  of  the  fire  department 
of  this  city.  He  is  a  member  of  both  the  Retail  Mer- 
chants' Association  and  the  Wichita  Falls  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  He  has  membership  in  the  fraternal  orders 
of  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor,  Elks  and  Masons,  in 
the  last  named  having  advanced  to  the  Knights  Templar 
rank  and  thirty-second  degree.  Eeligiously  he  and  his 
wife  are  Baptists. 

Judge  Thomas  M.  Cox.  In  the  election  in  1910  and 
again  in  1912  to  the  office  of  county  judge  of  Bee  county 
of  Thomas  M.  Cox,  the  citizens  of  this  community  gave 
preferment  to  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  and  most  public 
spirited  citizen,  a  man  who  has  shown  a  high  degree  of 
efficiency  in  administering  the  fiscal  and  public  works 
of  the  county.  During  his  administration  the  beautiful 
new  court  house  at  Beeville,  costing  $77,000,  was  com- 
pleted in  1912,  and  a  number  of  other  valuable  public 
improvements  have  been  wisely  made,  especially  in  good 
roads.  Judge  Cox  represents  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
prominent  families  of  this  part  of  Texas.  He  himself  is 
a  native  son,  and  has  given  additional  honors  to  a  name 
which  for  many  years  has  been  well  known  and  esteemed. 

Thomas  M.  Cox  was  born  at  Tfockpnrt.  Texns.  in  1S72. 
His  parents  were  Rev.  A.  F.  and  Anioli.-i  V.  i  Atlrri  Cox. 
The  late  Rev.  A.  F.  Cox  was  ..i l   tli.'  ,-.u]v   M.tlio.list 
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missionaries  into  Southwestern  Trxa^, 
a  permanent  place  in  the  histi.iv  (,t 
state.  A  native  of  Tennessee,  lir  i-.n 
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had  come  to  Texas  during  the  early  til 
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southwest  portions  of  the  state.     One  of  lii^  1\   .  li;iri,'es 

was  Goliad.  In  addition  to  his  niinisfn-  iv,,ik.  !,,•  also 
taught  school,  and  also  founded  and  |iiil.li<lir,l  tlir  first 
newspaper,  the  Goliad  Mesxetirier.  Ur  tlin-j  .miir  into 
close  touch  with  the  various  sides  of  lifr.  .ni.l  tlir  pcnple 
in  this  section  and  his  services  were  al»,'i\^  nii^rllish  nnd 
directed  to  the  best  welfare  of  the  (•■.ininniiii  v .     Iimm-' 

the  later  years  of  his  life,  he  retired   IV tin    r -nT, 

and  spent  his  last  days  at  Beeville,  in  tlir  liom,.  ,,i  In.  ./,,i 
Judge  Cox.  He  was  a  man  of  the  hioln  .i  ,  hn.-ni.  r.  nnd 
well  fitted  on  all  points  for  the  arduous  and  srlC -.T-ri- 
ficing  labors  of  a  pioneer  minister.  He  knew  nnd  roidd 
sympathize  with  the  people  in  their  rTidnrnin  r.  cif  the 
hardships  and  obstacles  during  that  early  period,  before 
railroads  and  other  improvements  of  civilization  had  come 
into  Texas,  and  having  won  the  confidence  of  his  people, 
was  always  more  than  a  spiritual  leader,  and  was  in 
every  sense  a  guide  and  adviser  to  his  friends  in  all  the 
trials  and  experiences  of  life. 

The  mother  of  Judge  Cox,  who  was  born  at  Gettys- 
burg, Pennsylvania,   in   1828,  and  is   now  living  at   the 


home  of  Judge  Cox  in  Beeville,  is  as  remarkable  a  pio- 
neer woman  as  her  late  husband  was  a  jiioneer  minister. 
She  was  reared  at  Athens,  Tennessee,  where  she  married 
her  husband,  and  then  accompanied  him  on  his  journey 
into  the  new  uiissionaiy  fieMs  nf  Texa^.  ('.niiing  from 
the  refineniiMiT  and  .■.mitnit  ,.l'  tkr  ,,Mrr  st.nlr.  she  not 
only  accepted  rl„.rirnlly  tin'  |.i-iinitu,'  ronditN.ns  which 
then  existed  in  Inr  urw  \\,,\n,\  l.iit  sh.'  als,.  .liM.trd  herself 
with  the  kindliness  of  her  character  to  the  liest  interests 
of  the  women  and  children  who  were  included  within  the 
bounds  of  her  husband's  parish.  Her  many  friends, 
including  both  those  who  knew  her  in  the  earlier  days 
and  those  of  the  youngest  generation,  pay  her  a  high 
regard,  which  is  due  to  the  noble  pioneer  woman  of  this 
state. 

Judge  Cox,  as  a  boy,  was  reared  in  several  plares  due 
to  the  itinerary  character  of  his  fnHnn's  ni-nistry,  and 
attended  public  schools  in  the  towns  \vhirli  were  the 
scenes  of  his  father's  pastorage.  SuhscM|iunil  ly.  he  en- 
tered Poronas  Institute  at  San  Man-os,  Texas,  in  which 
he  was  graduated  in  ISSS.  Judge  Cox  earned  his  own 
way  through  college,  and  has  always  depended  upon  his 
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notion  to  the  higher 
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.vears  he  served  as  County  Attorney  for  Bee  county.  In 
the  .year  1910  came  his  first  election"to  the  office  of  County 
Judge,  and  in  1912  he  was  re-elected.  Judge  Cox  is  asso- 
ciated in  the  practice  of  law  with  his  brother,  Robert  L. 
Cox,  under  the  firm  name  of  Cox  and  Cox,  and  the  firm, 
besides  their  large  general  law  praitir-c.  have  depart- 
ments in  abstract  and  real  csiat.',  nn.l  in  these  lines  of 
business  have  built  up  a  laryc  pntri.iinL;r.  Judge  Cox  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  rlmnli,  and  fraternally  is 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World,  the  Maccabees  and  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose. 

Patrick  Botke.  A  remarkable  caicrr  «ns  th.it  of  the 
late  Patrick  Burke,  at  whose  death  nn  tlir  twnity-third 
of  August,  1912,  at  his  home  near  Drisillr  m  !;.■.•  county, 
there  passed  away  the  last  link  connecting  tlio  modern 
era  of  southwestern  Texas  with  that  distant  date  when 
the  Irish  colonies  were  first  planted  on  the  shores  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  history  of  the  planting  of  the  Irish 
colony  in  old  Refugio  and  San  Patricia  counties  possesses 
a  romantic  interest  which  is  hardly  excelled  by  any  of 
the  noted  colony  enterprises  during  the  early  years  of 
the  nineteenth  century. 

It  was  a  peculiar  place  which  the  late  Patrick  Burke 
occupied  in  this  old  colony  on  Aransas  Bay.  He  had 
the  distinction  of  being  tlie  first  child  born  among  the 
band  of  Irish  colonists  who  landed  on  the  shores  of 
Texas  in  1834.  It  was  with  dillicnltv  that  his  own  life 
was  maintained,  as  a  child  m  llic  nrnis  cif  his  mother, 
he  must  have  been  a  witness  in  mnny  of  those  reniarka-- 
lile  scenes  during  the  Mexican  Imasioii  and  the  Texas 
l.'e\oliition  of  1.8,36.  and  during  the  many  subsequent 
tniii-  iieriods  which  characterized  the  history  of  this 
|H. It  Hill  of  Texas  during  the  Civil  War.  In  all  the  best 
sense  of  the  word,  he  was  a  pioneer,  a  man  who  knew 
the  old  times,  and  old  activities  of  sontliwesiei  n  Texas, 
and  who  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  tlie  industry 
and  upbuilding  of  this  section  of  the  stiiti'.  lie  was  the 
father  of  a  fine  family,  and  these  children,  who  in  turn 
have  become  honored  men  and  women,  and  through  their 
own  lives  pay  another  high  tribute  to  the  character  and 
career  of  this  notable  old  pioneer. 

Patrick  Burke  was  born  in  Refugio  .onnty.  Texas, 
in  1834.  The  name  of  his  father  h.i-  not  reinembered, 
but  his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Anna  Kenugh.  The 
colony  with  which  his  mother  and  father  had  ei«barked 
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their  fortunes  came  across  the  ocean  on  a  small  sailing 
vessel,  and  buffeted  by  adverse  vpinds,  the  boat  was  three 
months  in  making  the  journey  from  the  old  country, 
across  the  ocean  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  its  destina- 
tion on  the  low  lying  shores  of  Texas.  Cholera  broke  out 
on  board  during  this  long  voyage,  and  more  than  deci- 
mated the  passengers.  Among  those  who  died  of  this 
plague  was  the  father  of  Patrick  Burke.  Both  parents 
were  natives  of  County  Tipperary,  Ireland.  The  landing 
place  of  the  colony  was  at  Copano,  sixteen  miles  beyond 
the  present  town  of  Eefuglo.  Copano  in  the  early  days 
was  a  noted  place  of  embarkation,  and  shipping,  but  is 
hardly  known  to  modern  Texas  geography.  At  that  time 
it  was  a  mere  natural  harbor  on  the  wild  shores  of 
Aransas  Bay,  and  the  surrounding  country  had  here 
and  there  a  few  Mexican  habitations,  but  the  chief 
population  was  Indians  and  wild  beasts.  An  hour  after 
the  colonists  landed  on  Texas  shore,  and  before  the 
mother  had  gone  a  mile  toward  the  point  selected  by  the 
colony  for  its  settlement,  Patrick  Burke  was  born — 
under  circumstances  which  alone  would  have  given  him 
a  place  of  peculiar  interest  in  the  history  of  this  Irish 
colony.  The  illness  of  his  mother  was  such  that  she  was 
unable  to  nurse  the  infant,  and  as  there  were  no  cows 
from  which  a  milk  supply  could  be  obtained,  the  future 
of  the  baby  looked  dark,  until  an  Indian  squaw  appeared 
with  a  young  baby  of  her  own,  and  was  persuaded  to 
serve  as  wet-nurse  to  the  little  Irishman. 

Most  of  the  readers  of  this  work  are  familiar  with  the 
conditions  which  existed  in  Texas  during  the  infancy 
and  childhood  of  the  late  Patrick  Burke.  He  was  a 
child  between  one  and  two  years  of  age  when  the  hostili- 
ties between  the  Texan  colonists  and  Mexico  broke  into 
its  final  fury,  and  which  resulted  in  the  final  independence 
of  the  Texans  and  the  Declaration  of  the  Eepublic,  in 
1836.  All  of  the  old  territory  granted  to  the  Irish  colo- 
nists was  particularly  subject  to  the  raids  of  the  Mexi- 
can army,  principally  on  the  regular  routes  traveled  by 
the  corsairs  as  they  came  across  the  Eio  Grande  into  the 
central  points  of  the  Texas  settlement.  The  Indians 
were  likewise  a  constant  menace,  and  during  the  revolu- 
tion the  humble  cot  of  the  Irish  colonists  were  practically 
destroyed  and  little  remains  of  the  industry  and  home  life 
of  those  early  settlers.  For  a  number  of  years  follow- 
ing, Indian  raids  stopped  progress,  and  the  people  in 
that  vicinity  eked  a  bare  existence  from  the  fruits  of 
the  soil.  It  was  not  until  after  the  Civil  war  that  the 
settled  peace  came  upon  this  side  of  the  country.  It  was 
in  such  scenes  that  the  early  character  of  Patrick  Burke 
was  formed,  and  from  his  early  boyhood  he  had  to  con- 
tend against  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  frontier  life. 
His  childhood  days  were  spent  in  the  old  town  of  San 
Patricio,  where  the  colonists  had  gathered  in  1834  and 
had  set  up  a  local  government  of  their  own.  The  grant 
of  land  assigned  to  Mr.  Burke's  mother  was  located  on 
the  Paeste.  at  a  point  which  is  not  the  geographical 
center  of  the  county.  On  that  land  was  built  what  is 
known  as  the  original  town  of  Beeville,  embracing  the 
business  center  of  the  city,  and  this  tract  now  valued  at 
many  thousand  dollars  was  a  gift  from  Mrs.  Burke, 
the  mother  of  Patrick,  to  the  new  county  at  its  forma- 
tion at  the  winning  of  independence. 

With  the  return  "of  comparative  peace,  after  the  days 
of  the  revolution,  and  the  passing  of  Indian  hostilities, 
Patrick  Burke  and  his  mother  occupied  the  land  which 
had  been  assigned  to  her,  and  became  identified  with  the 
regular  industry  of  this  region,  the  cattle  business.  "With 
the  exception  of  the  years  spent  in  the  Civil  War.  Patrick 
Burke  remained  a  resident  of  the  country,  and  closely 
associated  with  the  future  and  progress  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death.  His  passage  was  the  removal  of  a  land- 
mark in  more  than  a  figurative  sense,  for  he  had  been  a 
personality  of  influence  and  a  successful  man  of  affairs, 
and  now  that  he  has  gone,  the  memory  of  the  old  times 
has  become  dependent  upon  written  records,  rather  than 
upon  the  personal  records  of  one  who  had  lived  through 
it  all. 


Patrick  Burke,  during  the  war,  entered  the  Confed- 
erate Service  in  Company  F  of  Colonel  Buchel  's  regi- 
ment, and  made  a  fine  record  as  a  faithful  soldier.  Dur- 
ing the  war  all  of  his  cattle  were  given  away,  and  lost, 
but  on  returning  he  gradually  acquired  the  nucleus  of  a 
new  herd,  and  in  time  became  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
cattlemen  on  the  shores  of  the  county.  He  became  the 
owner  of  the  largest  part  of  his  mother 's  headright 
grant,  and  accumulated  a  substantial  fortune.  His  later 
days  were  spent  in  peace  and  happiness,  and  in  an  opti- 
mistic old  age,  and  he  retained  his  kindly  personality 
and  generous  attitude  throughout  life,  up  to  his  seventy- 
eighth  year,  at  which  time  his  life  closed. 

He  enjoyed  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances, 
and  there  was  nothing  that  gave  them  greater  pleasure 
than  to  hear  him  relate  the  stories  of  his  own  life,  and 
the  experiences  of  other  settlers  who  were  contemporaries 
of  his.  Mr.  Burke  during  his  many  years  spent  in  south- 
western Texas  had  had  his  share  of  adventures  with  the 
Indians,  in  the  hunting  of  wild  horses,  in  long  and 
arduous  trips  with  cattle,  and  in  coping  with  the  many 
difficulties  that  beset  pioneer  existence. 

The  late  Patrick  Burke  was  a  man  of  noble  and  gen- 
erous impulses  and  bore  the  enviable  reputation  of  hav- 
ing been  always  honest,  true  and  loyal  to  his  friends 
and  his  community,  and  especially  devoted  to  his  family. 

His  wife,  whose  death  occurred  in  1896,  had  formerly 
been  Miss  Nancy  Jane  Eyan  who  was  born  in  what  is 
now  Bee  county.  Their  children  in  number,  four  sons 
and  four  daughters,  were  all  born  and  reared  at  the 
Burke  home,  two  miles  below  Beeville,  and  their  names 
are  as  follows:  Edward  L.,  Joseph  F.,  John  J.,  Peter  J., 
Mrs.  P.  S.  Clare,  Mrs.  MoUie  Thurston,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Wil- 
son, and  Mrs.  S.  H.  Smith. 

Mr.  Joseph  F.  Burke,  the  son  of  the  late  Patrick  Burke, 
is  Cashier  of  the  Beeville  Bank  and  Trust  Company, 
and  one  of  the  most  prominent  business  men  in  this 
county.  The  company  with  which  he  is  so  prominently 
connected  was  established  September  8,  1906,  and  is  a 
flourishing  institution.  Mr.  Burke  married  Miss  Nannie 
Amelia  Teal,  who  is  a  native  of  McMullen  county,  Texas. 
Their  two  children  are  Beryl  Jane  and  Joseph  Francis. 

James  F.  E.\t.  On  the  20th  of  August,  1907,  at  his 
home,  in  Pettus,  Texas,  passed  away  one  of  the  promi- 
nent stockmen  who  had  given  all  of  his  active  career  to 
the  management  of  large  business  affairs  in  Southwest 
Texas  and  was  known  among  his  associations  as  one  of 
the  most  esteemed  cattle  raisers  and  citizens  in  this  part 
of  the  state.  The  late  James  F.  Bay,  both  through  his 
own  career  and  through  his  family  relations,  represented 
some  of  the  oldest  and  most  substantial  characters  and 
elements  of  citizenship  in  Southwest  Texas.  His  father 
had  been  prominent  in  this  state,  and  Mrs.  Eay,  his 
widow,  is  also  representative  of  one  of  the  old  and  thor- 
oughly esteemed  families  of  the  state. 

James  F.  Eay  was  born  in  what  is  now  Karnes  (then 
Goliad)  county,  Texas,  on  the  4th  of  October,  1851.  and 
was  nearly  sixty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
His  parents  were  James  and  Julia  (Berry)  Kay.  The 
grandfather  was  born  in  1801,  both  grandparents  having 
died  within  a  short  time  of  each  other  in  the  year  1843. 
Of  their  family  of  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  Elijah 
was  the  second  son.  In  1835  James  Eay  moved  his  fam- 
ily from  Alabama  to  Choctaw  county,  Mississippi,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
eldest  of  his  sons,  Hezekiah,  after  reaching  early  man- 
hood, moved  to  Texas,  where  he  died  about  the  year 
1852. 

The  late  Elijah  Eay,  the  father  of  the  Bee  county 
stockman  mentioned  in  the  first  paragraph,  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  southwest  Texas.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  in  1847,  he  came  on  a  prospecting  trip,  land- 
ing at  Galveston,  thence  going  to  Houston,  a  little  town, 
which  was  then  built  in  the  pine  and  magnolia  woods, 
with  only  a  frame  hotel  and  a  few  business  shops  scat- 
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tered  along  the  main  street  and  chiefly  important  as  a 
headquarters  for  Government  supply  shipments.  At 
Houston  he  bought  a  horse  and  saddle  and  started  off 
across  the  country,  stopping  first  at  Kingsland,  near  the 
present  site  of  Yorktown,  and  then  continuing  through 
the  Cibola  valley  to  Sutherland  Springs,  and  thence  to 
San  Antonio.  After  this  varied  tour  of  inspection, 
through  the  most  important  settled  portions  of  the 
state,  he  returned  to  his  home,  in  Mississippi.  There,  in 
1849,  he  married  Mary  Wallace  Davis,  and  in  the  year 
1850  the  young  couple  came  to  Texas  for  the  purpose  of 
finding  a  permanent  home  in  the  Lone  Star  state.  Ac- 
companying them  was  Mrs.  Eay's  widowed  mother  and 
other  members  of  the  Davis  family,  comprising  four 
daughters  and  two  sons.  Mrs.  Davis,  the  mother,  brought 
a  number  of  slaves  with  her  into  Texas,  and  while  aboard 
the  steamer  crossing  the  Gulf  some  of  them  contracted 
cholera,  and  died  a  few  days  after  reaching  Port  Lavaca. 
The  journey,  with  its  fatigue  and  excitement,  was  also 
too  strenuous  for  Mrs.  Davis,  and  she  passed  away  after 
an  illness  of  ten  days  and  after  having  been  in  Texas 
but  a  short  time. 

After  his  settlement  here,  in  1850,  Elijah  Eay  had 
about  the  experiences  which  were  typical  of  life  in  that 
time  of  the  fifties  and  the  subsequent  decades.  Though 
he  began  comparatively  a  poor  man,  he  lived  to  attain 
rank  as  one  of  the  most  successful  stockmen  in  his  part 
of  the  state,  and  his  energy  and  fine  character  as  a  busi- 
ness man  were  the  substantial  elements  in  his  successful 
career.  On  his  arrival  in  Texas  he  had  only  about  $300 
in  money,  and  used  the  greater  part  of  this  for  ex- 
penses while  in  Port  Lavaca.  There  be  bought  a  yoke 
of  oxen  and  a  wagon,  and  journeyed  across  the  country  to 
his  future  home,  in  old  Goliad  county.  However,  he 
stopped  in  Victoria  county,  where  he  spent  one  year  in 
farming,  and  the  following  year  he  became  the  first 
American  settler  on  Eseondigo  Creek,  and  what  is  now 
Karnes  county,  but  was  then  a  part  of  Goliad  county. 
In  that  isolated  spot,  which  he  had  selected  for  his 
home  and  headquarters,  he  built  a  house  of  logs,  covered 
with  pecan  boards,  the  logs  of  the  structure  having  been 
hewn  out  of  the  native  timber  by  a  valued  negro  serv- 
ant, named  John  Eay,  one  of  the  slaves  owned  by  his 
mother-in-law,  Mrs.  Davis.  In  the  fall  of  1851,  with 
money  realized  from  the  sale  of  negro  slaves,  Mr.  Eay 
bought  his  first  cattle  and  thus  secured  a  nucleus  of 
about  seventy-five  or  one  hundred  head  with  which  to 
establish  himself  in  business.  Two  years  later  he  sold 
his  improvements  on  the  Eseondigo  and  bought  three 
hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  Ecleto,  near  Helena.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  there  occurred  the  death  of  his  wife, 
on  January  30,  1854.  There  were  three  children  born 
to  them,  the  first  dying  in  infancy,  the  second  being 
James  F.  Eay  and  the  youngest  being  Martha,  who,  as 
the  wife  of  B.  B.  Atkins,  died  in  1886.  In  1856  Elijah 
Eay  married  Miss  Mary  Cox  of  Goliad  county.  By  this 
union  there  were  five  children:  George  A.,  Emma  H., 
Fannie  F.,  who  died  in  1892,  and  Mary  and  Jennie. 

During  the  decades  of  the  fifties,  sixties  and  the  early 
seventies  Elijah  Eay  was  actively  identified  either  with 
the  cattle  or  sheep  business.  In  1864  he  bought  the  es- 
tate of  Steve  Best,  on  Hoard  Creek,  in  Goliad,  including 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  and  a  very  good 
residence.  To  this  comfortable  home  he  removed  his 
family  and  it  was  there  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  continued  as  a  stockman,  not  only  looking  after 
and  managing  his  own  herds,  but  also  having  charge 
of  the  brands  of  several  other  cattlemen.  In  1873, 
owing  to  a  succession  of  droughts,  Mr.  Eay  sold  prac- 
tically all  of  his  cattle  to  W.  A.  Pettus  for  $10,000  in 
cash.  A  part  of  this  capital  was  used  in  purchasing 
sheep  and  for  several  years  he  diverted  all  his  atten- 
tion to  the  sheep  industry.  Then  in  1880  having  sold 
out  his  sheep  he  again  resumed  cattle  raising  and  con- 
tinued  in   that  industry   until   his   death,  being   one   of 


the  most  successful.  He  made  a  specialty  of  the  cross- 
ing of  three  breeds,  namely,  the  Durham,  the  Davon 
and  the  Brahma.  He  later  accumulated  an  estate  of 
about  20,000  acres  of  land,  besides  larger  herds  of  cattle, 
horses  and  mules,  and  was  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
men  in  his  section  of  the  state. 

In  June  1902  occurred  his  marriage  to  Miss  Maggie 
Smith  of  Beeville.  Mrs.  Eay  survived  her  husband, 
who  passed  away  at  his  old  home  in  Goliad  county 
on  the  22nd  day  of  February,  in  the  eightieth  year  of 
his  life.  He  had  retained  his  activity  and  business 
energy  up  to  almost  his  last  years  and  was  one  of  the 
enterprising  citizens  upon  whom  time  set  lightly  and 
who  continued  good  business  men  and  public-spirited 
citizens  until  the  end  of  their  lives. 

James  F.  Eay,  who  survived  his  father  for  only  about 
a  year,  spent  all  his  life  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  home- 
stead in  Karnes  county,  where  he  was  born.  During 
the  early  seventies  he  had  established  his  ranch  head- 
quarters at  what  is  known  as  the  town  of  Pettus,  in 
the  northwest  part  of  Bee  county.  Like  his  father 
before  him,  he  had  a  successful  career  as  a  stockman 
and  rancher  and  became  the  owner  of  a  large  estate 
of  land  and  in  affairs  where  his  co-operation  was  re- 
quired he  was  always  known  as  one  of  the  most  public- 
spirited  men  in  the  county.  He  had  served  as  a  director 
of  the  Commercial  National  Bank  of  Beeville  for  a 
number  of  years.  By  nature  he  was  a  quiet  and  un- 
assuming, though  a  good  business  man,  he  never  sought 
honors  or  conspicuous  place  in  public  affairs.  He  was 
a  man  who  possessed  many  friends,  with  the  ability  to 
draw  many  to  him,  and  his  life  was  deeply  regretted 
not  only  by  his  immediate  family  and  associates,  but 
by  hundreds  of  residents  who  had  known  him  as  a  stock- 
man and  a  citizen.  He  had  always  been  especially  kind 
and  generous  to  his  family  and  his  character  and  deeds 
will  always  prove  an  inspiration  to  his  children. 

The  late  James  P.  Eay  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Eachel  (Smith)  Eay,  and  five  children,  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  Norene  is  the  wife  of  W.  E.  McKinney 
and  the  mother  of  two  children  named  Wallace  Edwin 
and  James  Bay;  Maggie  M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  J.  J. 
McKinney  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children,  whose 
names  are  Claude,  Freeman,  Margaret  E.,  Jesse  Edwin 
and  Almeda;  James  Wilbur,  who  married  Miss  O.  Thorn- 
ton a  daughter  of  Joe  Thornton,  county  sheriff  of  Bee 
county,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  James 
F.  Eay,  and  a  daughter,  Eilane;  Imogene,  who  is  the 
wife  of  C.  E.  Hall  and  has  one  daughter,  Eda  Winona, 
and  Miss  Fannie  Wallace  Eay,  who  is  the  youngest  of 
the  family. 

Mrs.  James  F.  Eay,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eachel 
Smith,  is  a  native  daughter  of  Bee,  county,  and  belongs  to 
one  of  the  old  families  in  this  section  of  the  state.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Thomas  Jackson  Smith, 
who  became  a  resident  of  Bee  county  in  1860  and  whose 
death  occurred  in  Beeville  on  the  27th  of  May,  1874. 
Judge  Smith  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Georgia,  July 
27,  1815,  and  became  a  pioneer  settler  of  southwest 
Texas,  having  moved  to  this  state  in  1853,  and  first  lo- 
cated in  Guadalupe  county;  in  1860  he  removed  to  the 
northern  part  of  Bee  county,  and  six  years  later  located 
permanently  at  Beeville,  the  county  seat.  Judge  Smith 
was  a  prominent  man  in  business  and  public  affairs.  For 
several  years  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  serv- 
ing as  district  and  county  clerk.  He  also  showed  great 
interest  in  the  public  schools  and  gave  valuable  assist- 
ance in  systematizing  and  promoting  their  efficiency.  It 
was  his  distinction  to  have  taught  the  first  public  school 
in  his  neighborhood  at  Beeville,  Bee  county.  Mrs.  Eay's 
mother,  the  wife  of  Judge  Smith,  was  before  her  mar- 
riage Lugana  Eoberts,  who  was  born  in  Blount  county, 
Alabama,  in  1821,  and  died  in  August,  1901,  at  Beeville. 
Judge  Smith  removed  his  family  from  his  ranch  in  the 
northern  part  of  Bee  county  in  1866  to  a  town  residence 
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in  Beeville,  and  that  continued  his  home  until  the  end 
of  his  life. 

Mrs.  James  F.  Ray  was  reared  and  educated  in  Bee- 
ville and  was  married  to  the  late  Mr.  Eay  on  the  18th 
day  of  December,  1878.  Aftdr  their  marriage  she  took 
up  her  home  on  the  Eay  Eanch  at  Pettus,  and  that  was 
the  home  of  the  family  and  herself  until  after  her  hus- 
band's death,  since  which  date  she  has  returned  to 
Beeville.  Mrs.  Eay  is  an  energetic  business  woman,  and 
has  shown  great  capability  in  the  management  of  the 
large  estate  left  to  her  by  her  father  and  husband.  She 
has  charge  of  large  land  and  related  interests  in  Bee 
county,  and  succeeded  her  husband  as  a  director  in  the 
Commercial  and  National  Bank  of  Beeville. 

Vernor  E.  Ware.  Though  comparatively  new  in  the 
business  in  El  Paso,  becoming  established  as  late  as  in 
1910,  the  firm  of  V.  E.  Ware,  contractors  and  builders, 
have  carried  on  a  highly  successful  enterprise  and  are 
well  known  to  the  building  interests  of  the  city.  Many 
of  the  finer  liuiMin^^s  oifitcd  here  in  the  i)ast  two  years 
were  handled  l>y  lliis  rntcrprising  firm,  and  a  bright 
future  is  ever.v«  lin v  |iri'cli.ted  for  the  principals.  Ver- 
nor  E.  Ware  oiitcivil  tlic  firm  with  little  or  no  actual 
experience  in  the  Iniilding  and  contracting  business,  but 
he  has  demonstrated  a  splendid  capacity  for  the  work, 
and  as  manager  of  the  business  interests  of  the  firm  is 
quite  as  efficient  as  if  he  had  been  brought  up  in  the 
business.  Prior  to  his  present  business  enterprise  he 
was  engaged  in  the  fuel  business  in  El  Paso,  and  pre- 
vious to  that  time  had  for  a  number  of  years  been 
prominent  in  railroad  fir.les,  att.Tinintj  positions  of  no 
little  prominence  in  tlif  .xicntix  <■  ulti.  (^  ,,t  \  arious  roads. 
His  accomplishments,  cini^iilcrtNl  liv  .ind  large,  are  cer- 
tainly worthy  of  a  man  nf  iiinrc  matiiif  years,  but  are 
wholly  merited  on  his  part  by  reason  of  the  ardor  and 
enthusiasm  he  has  brought  to  bear  in  his  work,  wher- 
ever it  was  found  to  lie. 

Vernor  E.  Ware  was  born  in  Pendleton  county,  Ken- 
tucky, on  October  10,  1883,  and  is  the  son  of  Solomon  G. 
and  Ida  F.  (Petty)  Ware,  both  native  born  Kentuekians, 
and  of  English  ancestry,  their  less  remote  ancestors  hav- 


been  Virginians. 


The  father  is  now  a  resident  of 


Covington,  Kentucky,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  oil  busi- 
ness and  is  one  of"  the  successful  men  of  the  city.  He 
is  at  present  filling  the  office  of  city  auditor.  The  mother 
also  makes  her  home  in  Covington.  They  became  the 
parents  of  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  of  the  number 
Vernor  E.  Ware  is  the  third  born. 

The  schools  of  Covington  furnished  the  early  training 
of  Vernor  Ware,  and  he  finished  with  the  curriculum  of 
the  high  school  of  that  city  when  he  was  sixteen  years 
old,  soon  after  which  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  a 
clerkship  with  the  Queen  &  Crescent  Eailway.  He  began 
his  duties  on  a  salary  of  $50  a  month,  and  from  that 
position  worked  his  way  by  successive  promotions  to 
assistant  chief  rate  clerk,  when  he  resigned  his  position 
and  came  to  El  Paso  in  the  Fall  of  1902.  For  four  years 
thereafter  he  was  associated  with  the  El  Paso  &  South- 
western Eailroad  as  assistant  chief  clerk  in  the  general 
freight  office,  and  then  withdrew  from  railroad  service 
to  engage  in  the  fuel  business  on  his  own  responsibility. 
He  carried  on  a  thriving  business  under  the  name  of 
Ware  &  Company  for  four  years,  then  disposed  of  his 
interests  in  that  line  and  entered  into  a  partnership  with 
William  G.  Jolly,  under  the  firm  name  of  Jolly  &  Ware, 
general  contractors  and  builders.  They  have  carried  on 
a  busy  trade  in  their  line  of  enterprise,  taking  a  leading 
place  from  the  first  among  the  older  established  con- 
tracting firms  of  the  city,  and  their  reputation  for 
dependable  work  is  not  the  least  of  their  assets. 

Mr.  Ware  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  tendencies,  and 
has  done  good  work  for  the  party  in  the  years  since  he 
reached  his  majority.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the 
Masons,  in  which  he  is  a  member  of  the  Shrine  at  El 


Paso.     He  has  membership  in  the  Country  Club,  and  is 
affiliated  with  the  Baptist  church. 

On  August  4,  1900,  Mr.  Ware  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Spanton,  the  daughter  of  T.  W.  Spanton,  a  resi- 
dent of  Spring  Lake,  Kentucky,  of  which  place  Mrs> 
Ware  is  a  native.  They  were  married  in  Covington, 
Kentucky,  the  old  home  of  Mr.  Ware.  Two  sons  have 
been  born  to  them — Vernor  E.  Jr.,  Ijorn  on  September  2, 
1906,  at  El  Paso,  and  Alfred  Spanton,  born  on  August 
17,  1909.     The  family  home  is  at  1509  Cotton  Avenue. 

Dr.  Alexander  Madison  Denmax.  Dr.  Alexander 
Madison  Denman,  who  died  at  Lufkin,  Texas,  on  Octo- 
ber 1,  1908,  was  a  distinguished  physician  and  surgeon 
of  East  Texas,  and  his  days  were  cut  short  in  the  midst 
of  a  busy  and  active  career  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. He  was  born  in  Angelina  county,  on  July  30, 
1858,  and  was  a  graduate  of  Eoanoke  College,  Virginia. 
He  later  was  graduated  in  medicine  from  Tulane  Uni- 
versity, at  New  Orleans,  in  1883,  and  in  that  year  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Lufkin.  Previous  to 
this,  in  the  early  part  of  1882,  he  had  removed  from 
his  country  home,  some  five  miles  north,  to  the  newly 
established  town  of  Lufkin,  and  there  established  a  drug 
store,  being  one  of  the  first  business  men  in  the  new 
town.  In  Lufkin  he  enjoyed  a  continued  success  in  his 
profession.  He  established  the  Denman  Hospital  and 
became  widely  known  as  a  leaa-ned  and  skillful  surgeon. 
Very  progressive,  he  kept  well  to  the  forefront  in  the 
march  of  progress  along  the  line  of  his  profession,  and 
he  took  four  post-graduate  courses,  three  of  them  in 
New  York  City  and  one  in  New  Orleans.  He  was  a 
man  of  the  most  generous  and  philanthropic  impulses  and 
was  one  who  always  did  much  for  the  poor  and  helpless. 
He  was  esteemed  by  all,  and  greatly  beloved  by  many 
who  with  excellent  reason  knew  something  of  the  great 
heart  of  the  man.  He  served  as  mayor  of  Lufkin  in 
1903-04,  and  proved  himself  one  of  the  most  capable 
mayors  the  city  ever  had.  During  his  administration 
the  city  water  works  were  built  and  the  city  was  kept 
in  the   pink   of   sanitary   condition. 

Dr.  Denman  was  a  son  of  Colonel  W.  L.  and  Algie 
(Swaggerty)  Denman.  The  father  was  born  in  Georgia 
and  came  to  Angelina  county  in  1803,  locating  north  of 
where  Lufkin  was  later  established.  He  was  a  large 
land  owner  and  a  prosperous  and  successful  man  all  his 
days.  A  lawyer  of  prominence,  he  served  in  the  Texas 
Legislature,  and  as  a  man  of  afEairs  was  widely  known 
in  State  politics  and  in  business  circles  as  well.  Through- 
out the  Civil  war  he  served  with  distinction  in  the  Con- 

Ih.  niiiiiia'ii  met  his  death  as  the  result  of  an  unfor- 
tunate arrnlciit,  a  switch  engine  striking  an  automobile 
in  Hhirli  lie  was  riding.  His  death  followed  shortly  after. 
His  widow,  prior  to  her  marriage,  was  Mary  Caroline 
Walker,  born  in  Angelina  county,  five  miles  from  where 
the  town  of  Lufkin  later  reared  its  head.  There  she 
met  and  married  her  husband  when  he  was  only  twenty 
years  old.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Emily  Z. 
(Briscoe)  Walker,  both  now  deceased.  The  father  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  and  the  mother  in  Georgia. 
Thomas  Walker  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the 
State,  coming  to  Angelina  before  county  lines  were 
drawn,  and  as  early  as  1840.  He  made  his  first  settle- 
ment on  the  Neches  Eiver.  He  was  a  citizen  of  promi- 
nence in  his  district,  and  served  as  sheriff  of  Angelina 
county  for  seventeen  years.  Seven  children  were  born 
to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Denman.  all  of  whom  are  yet  living, 
and  are  here  named  as  follows:  Dr.  Peyton  E.  Denman, 
a  noted  surgeon  of  Tbiustnu.  Trxas;  Archie  Lovell,  Olive 
Lillian;  Kester  Walkn-.  r,,nr,Miiiiig  whom  further  men- 
tion is  made  in  tli.'  f'Mll,,vMnn  ].aragraphs;  Dr.  Linwood 
H.;  Mary  Nell,  an.l  V.yfovd  Harvey. 

Kester  Walker  Denman  was  born  in  Lufkin  in  1889, 
and  he  was  there  reared  and  had  his  preliminary  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  that  district.     He  was  graduated 
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from  Washington  and  Lee  University  at  Lexington,  Vir- 
giua,  witli  the  degree  of  B.  A.  in  1909,  and  he  later 
studied  law  in  the  law  department  of  the  University  of 
Texas,  finishing  his  studies  there  in  1912,  when  he  was 
awarded  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  began 
his  practice  immediately  at  Lufkin,  and  already  he  has 
made  an  excellent  showing  in  his  profession,  taking  his 
place  among  the  foremost  men  of  the  community.  He  is 
now  city  attorney  for  Lufkin,  as  well  as  the  legal  repre- 
sentative in  local"  circles  for  the  Cotton  Belt  Railway,  and 
he  has  in  many  ways  demonstrated  his  iitne^s  ;nid  capac- 
ity for  the  profession  of  his  choice.  Dr.  A.  M.  Denman, 
together  with  Judge  E.  J.  Jlautoutli,  organized  the  first 
telephone  system  in  Lufkin,  in  which  the  family  now 
owns  a  half  interest. 

That  Mr.  Denman  has  shown  an  unusual  capacity  for 
his  profession  is  not  a  cause  for  wonderment  when  it  is 
understood  that  he  is  a  direct  descendant  of  the  line 
that  produced  Thomas  Denman,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
England,  born  in  1779  and  who  died  in  18.54.  The  Den- 
man family  is  distinctively  of  English  origin,  and  was 
established  on  American  shores  in  the  beginning  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  members  of  the  family  settling  in 
New  York  and  Georgia.  The  liranch  from  which  this 
particular  family  springs  locatcil  m  (liMiiyia.  near  Car- 
tersviUe,  and  members  are  yet  n^i.lrni  tln'ie.  Colonel 
M.  L.  Denman  is  a  large  pri.|Hii\  linli|,r  i>f  Angelina 
county  and  he  wris  insti\iiiicntal  jii  ycttuig  the  Houston, 
East  &  West  Tc^n.is  1;.-,iIi  .i:i.|  through  East  Texas,  while 
A.  M.  Denniiin  Ji.l   iim.  Ii   im'  the  cause  of  prohibition  in 

Angelina  county  :iiicl  tliiuii^jhout  East  Texas. 

Mr.  Denman   is  a  meniljcr  of  the  Sigma  Nu   and  Phi 

Delta  Phi  fraternities,  the  former  academic  in  its  nature 

and  the  latter  a  law  fraternity.     He  is  also  a  member 

of  the  Elks. 

On  March  2.5,  191.3,  Mr.  Dennirni   \\as  iii;niied  to  Miss 

Cleo   Lydia   Mantooth,   a   dauijiitii    ni    .lihl-,.    Edwin   S. 

Mantooth,  mentioned  above  as  tin-  u^^nri:!!,^  of  Dr.  A.  M. 

Denman  in  a  creditable  i>iece  "t  imlli.-   utility  work  in 

Lufkin,  and  concerning  whom  extended  mention  is  made 

on   other   pages   of   this   work,    as   befitting   one   of   his 

prominence. 

C.\PTAiN  James  J.  Hall.  Among  the  veterans  of  the 
Confederacy  in  south  Texas  probably  none  is  better 
known  and  more  highly  esteemed  than  Captain  James 
J.  Hall,  who  for  the  past  three  years  has  been  com- 
mander of  the  Dick  Dowling  Camp,  IT.  C.  V.  at  Houston. 
The  Dick  Dowling  Camp  is  one  of  the  strongest  and 
most  effective  organizations  of  Confederate  veterans  in 
Te.\as  aiu\  its  menilirrship  iiirludrs  iii.-iiiy  notable  figures 
in  tlie  life  .'iihi  atf.'iiis  ni'  this  siato,  ii,,t  least  among 
them  I.eiiii;  tlie  invsenl  r,,ni  ma  ii.lei-,  uln,  lias  spent  almost 
a  lifetime  m  T.'xas,  who  has  lieen  sneressfnUy  identified 
with  business  affairs  and  who  is  now  living  retired  in 
the  city  of  Houston. 

James  J.  Hall  was  born  in  Christian  county,  Ken- 
tucky, October  11,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  C.  G.  and  Eliza- 
beth" (Jones)  Hall.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky and  his  mother  of  Tennessee.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  Kentucky  the  father  was  a  farmer  and  tobacco 
raiser  and  in  Deremliei,  ls40.  he  brought  his  family 
to  Texas.  The  tii|i  was  ma.le  by  river  to  New  Orleans 
at  which  point  they  eiiibarkiil  upon  the  steamer  Palmetto. 
This  boat  was  wierked  at  I'ascavallo  and  all  the  posses- 
sions they  brought  were  lost  and  they  barely  escaped 
with  their  lives.  From  the  point  at  which  they  escaped 
from  the  waters  of  the  Gulf  they  made  their  way  over- 
land in  wagon  to  the  old  town  of  Indianola  and  sub- 
sequently to  Victoria,  where  they  began  life  in  the  new 
country  without  money.  The  father  finally  established 
a  hotel  business  in  Victoria  and  was  known  as  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Hall  House  for  fifteen  years.  He  was 
then  elected  county  judge  of  Victoria  county,  an  office 
he  filled  with  credit  for  a  number  of  years.  During  his 
residence  he  had  bought  lands  and  was  both  a  farmer 


and  stock  raiser  during  the  days  of  free  range.  He  was 
known  as  a  cattleman  and  substantial  citizen  up  to  the 
time  of  h.s  death,  which  occurred  in  1SS4.  Throughout 
a  large  community  he  was  popularly  known  as  "Uncle 
Charley  He   was   a   member   of   the   Baptist   church. 

His  wife  died  m  Victoria  in  1872.  Captain  Hall  is 
now  the  only  survivor  of  the  three  children.  C  A 
Hall  was  for  a  number  of  years  editor  of  a  paper  at 
Sulphur  Springs  and  Mrs.  Maria  E.  Ripley  was  the 
only   daughter. 

During  his  boyhood  James  J.  Hall  attended  school 
at  Victoria  and  had  just  arrived  at  manhood  when  the 
war  between  the  states  broke  out.  In  October,  1861, 
he  enlisted  at  Victoria  in  Company  C  of  the  Fourth 
Texas  Cavalry,  un.ler  Captain  J.  A.  Hampton,  in 
Green  s  fannms  l,r,,ade.  These  troops  wore  first  sent 
into   New    .MeM,.o   a,,,!    he    partie,|,ate,l    ,„    the    N'al    Verde 

and  later  in  il nuayi-inenu  at    |-ori  I'raie  :,,|,|  (ih.rietta 

The  army  »as,hen  ann,,|  lo  Ki  I'aso  amiCa,„ain  Hall 
anil  nis  cuinia.les  >vere  sent  to  San  Antonio,  where  the 
regiment  was  disbanded  until  they  could  be  equipped 
with  tresh  horses.  The  next  period  of  eventful  service 
took  Captain  Hall  to  the  eventful  exploit  which  will 
always  remain  glorious  in  Texas  history.  That  was  the 
capture  of  Galveston  from  the  Federals",  and  the  capture 
of  the  "Harriet  Lane,"  the  Fe.leral  gunboat  in  Galves- 
ton Bay  the  bell  tower  of  which  is  now  n  trnphv  in  Sam 
Houston  s    I'ark    in    ih,'    ,iiv    of    llonsto,,       Si,lise.|uently 

l"^   a<'<;0"ll'^ I    'lie    iroo,,.    i„,o    1, sia.ia',    uheiv    he    tOok 

part  n,  several  .kirnusl,,.  I,.a,l,i„  n,,  ,o  ,lie  hatfles  of 
Manstie],  ami  I'leasant  1 1  ill.  .\,..xt  came  the  battle  of 
Blair  s  l.aihlin^.  wliei,.  (ieneral  Green  was  killed,  and 
{'""  ''"■  ';'"il''  "I  Keiuirk's  Bay,  where  Mr.  Hall  and 
his  eonira.hs  rios^r,!  th..  liayou  on  sugar  kettles.  Tip- 
podiii'  Mills  was  an  eii^amaiiiait  soon  after  and  he  was 
aninii-  th,.  iro,,|,s  whirli  ,ait.aii|,te,|  the  capture  of  Fort 
Bntlei.  I.iit  nwiiiy  to  til,,  failure  of  reinforcements 
troni  \hksl.iiri;,  tins  titttok  ,li,l  not  succeed.  At  Cox's 
plantation  the  tables  were  turned  on  the  Federal  army, 
which,  a  thousand  strong,  was  badly  defeated  and  nearly 
all  killed  or  made  prisoners  although  the  Confederate 
force  numbercl  only  about  eight  hundred.  Captain 
Hall   was   als,,    in    the   l,.,ttle   of   Vermillion   Bayou   and 

then   came    th,-    I ly    battle   of   Yellow   Bayou,   which 

was  practically  th,'  last  ,.f  the  war. 

On  returning  to  Milam  Captain  Hall  was  discharged 
ami  then  returned  to  his  home  in  Victoria.  There,  in 
186.5,  he  niarrieil  iliss  Elisabeth  Dunlap,  who  was  born 
in  Ohio,  and  ^vas  a  , laughter  of  J.  M.  and  Lavina  (Lock- 
wood)  Dunhip.  H,.r  iiarents  came  to  Texas  at  an  early 
attleman    of    Bee    county. 


ing 


date    ant 

The  two  sons  ,,f  Ciptam   Hall  and  wife  are  both  li 

m  Houston.  iKiinely.  W.  W.  Hall,  who  is  secretary  of  the 

Big  Tree  Lumber-  Company,  and  J.  L.   Hall,  who  is  a 

contractor  and  builder. 

In  the  fall  of  1866  Mr.  Hall  was  elected  sheriff  of 
Victoria  county  and  filled  the  office  for  four  years.  After 
that  failing  health  oWige.l  him  to  sjiend  three  years  in 
recuperation  in  Colorado.  On  returning  to  Texas  he 
located  at  Linden,  in  Cass  county  where  he  spent  four- 
teen years  and  was  a  well  known  contractor  of  that 
vicinity.  Then  for  a  short  time  he  lived  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Brazos  and  from  there  came  to  Houston,  which 
has  since  been  his  home.  He  is  now  serving  his  third 
year  as  Commander  of  Dick  Dowling  Camp,  No.  197, 
U.  C.  v.,  of  Houston,  and  he  is  also  brigadier  general 
of  the  First  Texas  District,  U.  C.  V.  This  latter  posi- 
tion he  has  also  held  for  three  years.  For  a  long  time 
he  has  been  prominent  in  the  state  and  n.ational  re- 
unions of  the  Confederate  veterans,  and  the  cause  of 
the  survivors  of  the  great  war  is  very  dear  to  his  heart. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church.  South,  and 
enjoys  the  esteem  and  respect  paid  to  all  the  old  soldiers 
of  the  Confederacy. 
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W.  C.  Kelly.  Now  a  retired  resident  of  Houston  and 
one  of  the  prominent  members  of  Dick  Dowling  Camp 
of  Confederate  Veterans  Mr.  Kelly  is  a  Texan  who  saw 
a  long  and  arduous  service  during  the  Civil  war  and 
gave  the  best  years  of  his  young  manhood  to  the  cause 
of  the  south.  For  nearly  a  generation  after  the  war 
he  was  connected  with  the  railroad  service  in  this  sta'.e 
and  finally  retired  after  a  career  of  much  usefulness 
and  prosperity  and  thoroughly  esteemed  among  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

W.  C.  Kelly  was  born  in  Eussell  county,  Alabama, 
October  17,  1843.  His  parents  were  John  W.  and  Caroline 
(Martin)  Kelly.  His  father,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
came  South  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  and  was  married 
in  the  state  of  Georgia.  During  his  boyhood  he  had 
been  bound  out  as  an  apprentice  to  a  saddler,  but  be- 
came dissatisfied  with  his  employer  and  occupation  and 
ran  away.  Embarking  on  a  boat  at  Pittsburg  he  came 
down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Eivers  to  New  Orleans 
and  finally  reached  Appalaehicola,  Florida.  Here  he 
became  connected  with  one  of  the  boats  which  plied  on 
the  Chattahooche  River  and  was  a  riverman  for  thirty- 
seven  years.  He  then  retired  and  made  his  home  at 
Columbus,  Georgia,  but  died  during  a  visit  to  Hempstead, 
Texas  when  he  was  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  His  career 
as  pilot  and  subsequently  as  captain  of  the  river  boat 
had  been  fraught  with  many  varied  experiences  includ- 
ing sharp  encounters  with  the  Indians,  who  at  that  time 
inhabited  the  extreme  southeastern  part  of  this  country. 
He  was  a  man  of  superior  attainment  and  took  an  active 
part  in  all  measures  for  development  and  improvement. 
He  was  too  old  to  enlist  during  the  Civil  strife,  but  his 
sympathies  were  all  with  the  South.  The  mother 's  peo- 
ij'le,  the  Martins,  were  among  the  oldest  of  tieorgia 
families  and  were  slave  owners  and  planters.  The 
mother  died  at  Leadbetter,  Texas. 

Mr  W.  C.  Kellv  is  the  only  survivor  of  three  children. 
His  sisters,  both  now  deceased,  were  Mary  Virginia 
MeMannus  and  Carrie  Elizabeth  Walker.  During  his 
youth  in  Georgia  he  attended  the  common  schools,  which 
at  that  time  and  place  were  of  a  very  primitive  char- 
acter. Subsequently  he  attended  Duff's  Commercial 
College  in  Pittsburg.  In  Pittsburg  lived  his  uncle, 
George  A.  Kelly,  whose  death  occurred  in  that  city  in 
1902  and  who  for  many  years  had  been  among  the 
most  wealthy  and  prominent  men  of  the  city.  He  had 
served  on  nearlv  all  the  important  Civic  boards  in- 
cluding the  Western  Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
Western  Insane  Hospital,  the  Smallpox  and  Ship  Channel 
Committee,  the  Commercial  Club  and  he  had  for  many 
years  been  connected  with  the  United  States  Marme 
service.  Mr.  W.  C.  Kelly's  father  during  the  stirring 
days  of  '49  had  joined  a  caravan  of  thre«  hundred 
persons  who  went  overland  to  California,  but  he  was  not 
successful  in  the  gold  fields  and  soon  returned. 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  war  W.  C.  Kelly  was  occupied 
in  the  position  known  as  second  or  ' '  Mud  '  clerk  on 
a  boat  plying  along  the  Chattahooche  Kiver  On  April 
9,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  Tuskegee  light  infantry, 
Third  Alabama  Regiment,  under  Captain  Gube 
Swanson.  Sent  to  Norfolk,  Virginia,  he  was  placed  in 
General  Hughes'  division  and  remained  in  the  infantry 
service.  At  Malvern  Hill  on  July  1,  1862,  he  was 
wounded  and  was  sent  home  for  ninety  days.  At  home 
he  obtained  a  transfer  and  in  November,  1862,  he  joined 
Forrest's  famous  cavalry  and  served  under  that  notable 
cavalryman  throughout  the  war.  His  first  fight  of  im- 
portance was  at  Drury's  Bluff,  where  the  cavalry  sup- 
ported the  land  batteries  in  repelling  the  Union  gun- 
boats which  were  attempting  to  come  up  the  James 
River  He  was  then  sent  to  Richmond  and  attached  to 
the  army  under  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  remaining  m  John- 
ston's command  until  that  general  was  wounded  at 
Seven  Pines,  after  which  Lee  assumed  the  supreme  com- 
mand.     Besides    the    engagement    at    Seven    Pmes    Mr. 


Kelly  also  took  part  in  the  terrific  engagement  which 
marked  the  Seven  Days '  battles. 

Joining  Forrest 's  cavalry  at  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  Mr. 
Kelly  went  to  Murfreesboro  and  from  that  time  was 
on  the  move  all  the  time.  Every  one  who  is  at  all 
familiar  with  the  history  of  the  Civil  war  is  aware 
that  the  Forrest  cavalry  was  one  of  the  chief  factors 
in  the  Confederate  army,  and  its  brilliant  and  aggressive 
fighting  has  never  been  excelled  in  the  history  of  any 
nation.  Forrest  about  this  time  was  given  a  separate 
command  and  transferred  to  north  Mississippi  and  west 
Tennessee,  and  most  of  his  campaigns  were  made 
through  this  region.  At  the  end  of  the  long  struggle 
the  Forrest  command  was  surrendered  to  General  Canby 
on  the  Tom  Bigbee  Eiver  in  Alabama  May,  1865,  and 
was  disbanded. 

On  returning  home  to  Tuskegee,  Alabama,  Mr.  Kelly 
became  connected  with  the  hotel  business.  There,  on 
April  6,  1866,  he  married  Miss  Addy  Moore,  a  daughter 
of  Ed  Moore,  who  was  a  merchant,  a  native  of  Virginia, 
while  her  mother  was  a  native  of  Alabama.  There  were 
nine  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly  and  the  eight 
now  living  are:  George  E.  of  Giddings,  Texas;  Mrs. 
J.  J.  Doyle;  Mrs.  H.  L.  Beard;  Mrs.  O.  C.  Jersig; 
Ernest;  Mrs.  C.  E.  Wolf  of  Austin;  Charles  of  Los 
Angeles,  California,  and  Felix  of  Sherman,  Texas  The 
four  whose  residence  is  not  noted  are  residents  of 
Houston.  The  deceased  child  was  James  Norman  Kelly, 
who  died  in  Houston  at  the  age  of  thirty-one.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  at  Austin  in  1905. 

After  1866  Mr.  KeUy  went  to  West  Point,  Georgia, 
where  he  was  appointed  United  States  inspector  of  dis- 
tilleries for  the  second  district  of  Alabama.  In  this 
public  service  he  continued  up  to  1868,  at  which  date 
he  came  to  Texas.  His  first  location  was  in  San  Saba 
county  and  in  1869  he  came  to  Hockley,  in  Harris  county. 
During  the  seven  years  of  his  residence  at  Hockley  he 
was  acting  as  agent  for  the  Houston  &  Texas  Central 
Railroad.  In  the  same  capacity  he  was  then  sent  to 
Leadbetter,  where  he  was  stationed  for  seventeen  years. 
For  five  years  after  that  he  was  agent  at  Waxahachie 
and  then  for  three  years  was  agent  at  Manor,  and  the 
last  two  years  of  the  thirty-four  years  of  continuous 
rural  service  was  spent  as  claim  agent  for  the  Houston 
&  Texas  Central  Railroad  at  Austin.  In  1907  Mr.  KeUy 
moved  to  Houston,  where  he  has  since  lived  retired. 

He  is  adjutant  of  Dick  Dowling  Camp,  No.  197,  U. 
C  V  and  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  is  a 
fine  type  of  the  Southern  gentleman  and  possesses  the 
intelligence  and  courteous  manners  which  are  always 
associated  with  the  true  man  of  the  South.  His  military 
record  is  one  of  which  he  is  justly  proud  and  he  enjoys 
the  thorough  esteem  of  his  many  associates  among  his 
old  comrades.  Mr.  Kelly  bears  a  striking  resemblance 
to  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  whom  he  knew  personally  and 
was  also  a  friend  of  General  Forrest. 

E.  O  Reed.  At  the  end  of  a  career  of  more  than  half 
a  century  spent  in  Texas,  Mr.  Reed  reviews  with  sati^ 
faction  and  pleasure  a  lifetime  of  accomplishment  and 
experience  such  as  are  the  lot  of  few  men  and  such  as 
can  never  happen  again  in  the  story  of  mankind.  He 
has  always  been  a  loyal  and  true  citizen,  was  a  brave 
and  capable  soldier  in  the  times  when  the  south  most 
needed  such  men,  and  has  been  true  in  all  the  varied 
relationship  of  a  long  and  prosperous  career. 

Mr  R  O  Reed  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  September 
5  1838,  and  was  a  son  of  J.  V.  and  Mary  (Jayeocks) 
Reed  both  parents  being  natives  of  North  Carolina,  and 
married  in  that  state.  The  family  by  descent  is  of 
mingled  Scotch  and  English  ancestry.  The  father  was  a 
planter  and  owned  a  considerable  number  of  slaves,  and 
died  in  1849,  while  the  mother  passed  away  m  1857.  The 
father  was  a  man  of  considerable  means  and  a  gentleman 
of  the  old  southern  school,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
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served  in  his  district  as  a  magistrate.  On  the  maternal 
side  the  grandfather  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  There  were  nine  children  in  the  family,  and  of 
these  Mr.  E.  O.  Reed  and  his  brothers,  J.  V.  and  D.  W., 
are  the  only  survivors.  Two  died  in  infancy,  but  the 
others  all  reached  maturity. 

Mr.  R.  O.  Reed  went  to  school  at  Hertford,  N.  C, 
until  he  was  about  twenty  years  of  age,  and  had  then 
advanced  so  far  as  to  enable  him  to  teach  school.  In 
1860,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  he  moved  to  Texas,  in 
Bell  county,  and  began  his  career  as  a  stock  raiser.  Bell 
county  at  that  time  was  in  the  outermost  fringe  of  the 
settled  county,  and  his  early  years  there  were  spent  in 
almost  pioneer  conditions.  In  May,  1862,  Mr.  Reed  en- 
listed in  Company  I  of  the  Seventeenth  Texas  Infantry, 
under  Captain  J.  F.  Smith,  who  is  yet  living  at  Galveston. 
He  made  an  excellent  record  as  a  faithful  soldier,  and 
remained  in  the  war  until  its  close.  He  was  first  sta- 
tioned at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  and  took  part  in  a 
number  of  the  skirmishes  and  minor  campaigns  over  that 
state,  during  which  he  saw  some  of  the  hardest  and  most 
disagreeable  of  his  military  experience.  The  first  engage- 
ment of  importance  in  which  he  participated  was  Mil- 
ligau  's  Bend,  in  Louisiana.  Subsequently  he  fought  in 
the  crucial  battles  of  Mansfield  and  Pleasant  Hill,  after 
which  his  regiment  was  sent  to  Saline,  Arkansas.  He 
was  confined  in  the  hosijital  by  sickness,  so  that  he  was 
prevented  from  taking  part  in  the  Battle  of  Saline.  Soon 
afterwards  occurred  his  transfer  to  the  engineer  corps 
and  for  eight  months  he  assisted  in  the  construction  of 
pontoon  bridges,  fortifications  and  other  military  work 
in  Louisiana  and  Arkansas  during  the  Trans-Mississippi 
campaign.  When  the  struggle  was  ended  and  the  south- 
ern armies  set  out  for  home  he  was  discharged  at  Milli- 
gan,  Texas,  and  thence  returned  to  Bell  county. 

In  1867  Mr.  Reed  moved  to  McLennan  county,  which 
continued  to  be  his  home  until  1891.  During  most  of 
this  time  he  was  actively  engaged  as  a  carpenter  and 
builder.  In  1891  he  transferred  his  business  enterprise 
to  Velaseo  and  was  in  the  hardware  business  at  that  old 
town  until  the  great  storm  on  Galveston  Bay  in  1900. 
He  then  returned  to  the  central  part  of  the  state  and 
was  a  resident  of  Waco  until  190H,  since  which  time  he 
has  lived  retired  in  the  city  of  Houston. 

Mr.  Reed  in  1862  married  Mrs.  Nannie  D.  Reed.  Four 
children  were  born  to  their  marriage,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy,  and  the  living  are:  Nettie  Bolton  Reed,  now 
the  wife  of  N.  J.  Kavanaugh  of  Houston,  and  Lola 
Richard,  now  Mrs.  W.  M.  Stewart  of  Houston.  Mrs. 
Reed  passed  away  in  1905.  Mr.  Reed  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  is  one  of  the  popular  comrades  of 
Dick  Dowling  Camp  of  the  United  Confederate  Veterans 
at  Houston.    His  residence  is  at  410  Fargo  Avenue. 

Richard  Edward  Brooks.  Houston  as  the  commercial 
metropolis  of  south  Texas  has  been  fortunate  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  fine  body  of  citizenship,  including  men  of 
ability  and  integrity  to  direct  the  large  enterprises  which 
have  been  centered  in  this  city  and  in  this  class  there  is 
probably  none  better  known  or  as  an  individual  carrying 
more  important  responsibility  to  the  financial  and  larger 
interests  of  this  section  of  the  state  than  Judge  Brooks, 
president  of  the  Producers  Oil  Company.  Judge  Brooks 
is  first  of  all  a  lawyer,  and  for  many  years  was  prominent 
in  the  profession.  He  has  had  much  experience  in  public 
affairs,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  one  of  the 
leading  factors  in  the  oil  development  of  southeastern 
Texas. 

Judge  Brooks  represents  one  of  the  most  historic 
families  of  Texas.  His  mother,  Elizabeth  (Burleson) 
Brooks,  who  is  now  living  in  her  seventy-seventh  year,  was 
an  infant  during  the  period  of  hostilities  which  freed 
Texas  from  the  domination  of  Mexico,  and  during  the 
invasion  of  Texas  by  Santa  Anna  she  was  carried  by  her 
mother  to  a  place  of  safety.  She  was  the  youngest 
daughter   of   James   Burleson,  whose   name   will   always 
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have  a  distinguished  place  in  Texas  annals.  James 
Burleson  came  to  Texas  in  1831,  settling  in  Bastrop 
county,  and  taking  an  active  part  in  the  pioneer  life  of 
the  province  and  the  subsequent  Republic  of  Texas.  The 
most  noted  member  of  the  family  and  the  brother  of  Mrs. 
Brooks  was  General  Edward  Burleson,  who  during  the 
siege  of  San  Antonio  in  1835  succeeded  Stephen  F.  Austin 
as  commander  in  chief  of  the  Texas  troops.  The  father 
of  Judge  Brooks  was  Charles  Wesley  Brooks,  who  was 
born  in  Alabama  and  came  to  Texas  in  1854  from  that 
state.  He  brought  to  Texas  the  negro  slaves  of  Judge 
Dick  Townes,  and  after  establishing  a  farm  for  Judge 
Townes  in  Bastrop  county,  and  after  the  arrival  of  the 
Townes  family  in  that  locality,  he  engaged  in  farming 
for  himself,  and  was  one  of  the  prosperous  and  successful 
men  of  his  community  up  to  his  death  in  1869. 

Richard  Edward  Brooks  was  born  in  Bastrop  county 
August  2,  1864.  His  family  being  among  the  more  pros- 
perous people  of  Texas,  he  was  liberally  educated,  com- 
pleting his  schooling  at  the  Southwestern  University  in 
Georgetown,  and  then  read  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
John  C.  Townes.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1885,  he  at 
once  began  practice  at  Georgetown,  at  first  in  partner- 
ship with  Juilge  Rolicrt  John  and  subsequently  with 
Judge  Cochran.  In  189."i  Governor  Culberson  appointed 
him  to  serve  out  the  unexpired  term  as  judge  of  the 
Twenty-Sixth  Juiliei;il  District,  comprising  the  counties 
of  Travis  and  Williamson.  He  was  subsequently  elected 
twice  to  this  office  and  continued  as  district  judge  until 
1901,  in  which  year  he  resigned.  He  then  moved  to 
Houston,  where  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  oil  busi- 
ness in  connection  with  the  Hogg-Swayne  Syndicate.  He 
later  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Texas  Fuel  Com- 
pany, and  this  later  became  the  Texas  Company,  one  of 
the  greatest  oil  companies  in  the  country.  Judge  Brooks 
was  treasurer  of  the  Texas  Company  until  January  1, 
1913,  at  which  time  he  resigned  in  order  to  take  the 
office  of  president  with  the  Producers  Oil  Company  of 
Texas. 

Judge  Brooks  was  president  of  the  Southern  Trust 
Company  at  Houston  until  his  resignation  on  January  1, 
1913,  but  is  stiU  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  trust  company.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Bankers 
Trust  Company  of  Houston,  a  director  of  the  Union 
National  Bank  of  Houston,  president  of  the  Roywood 
Canal  &  Milling  Company,  director  of  the  Houston  Land 
Corporation,  vice  president  of  the  Texas  Wagon  Com- 
pany and  vice  president  of  the  J.  W.  Carter  Music 
Company.  These  last  and  important  associations  and  his 
striking  individual  ability  makes  Judge  Brooks  one  of 
the  foremost  men  in  financial  and  business  life  of 
Houston. 

Fraternally,  Judge  Brooks  is  a  Knights  Templar  Mason 
and  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  also  is  affiliated 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  belongs  to  the  Houston 
Country  Club.  On  November  28,  1889,  he  married  Miss 
Frances  Booty,  daughter  of  the  late  J.  H.  Booty  of 
Georgetown,  Texas,  one  of  the  prominent  merchants  of 
that  city.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children — 
Richard  Emory,  Clarence  Booty  and  Frances  Edwina 
Brooks.  The  Brooks  residence  in  Houston  is  at  2616 
Travis  Street. 

John  S.  Eeid.  A  merchant  of  Pecan  Gap,  in  Delta 
county,  and  the  leading  factor  in  local  commercial  affairs, 
Mr.  Reid  has  been  a  resident  of  Texas  since  1878.  He 
was  one  of  the  successful  teachers  in  this  portion  of  the 
State  for  a  number  of  years,  endeavored  to  take  up 
farming,  but  found  his  abilities  not  adapted  to  that 
vocation,  and  established  himself  in  mercantile  business 
and  has  found  a  generous  success. 

John  S.  Reid  was  born  in  Norfolk,  Virginia,  July  13, 
1845,  was  educated  in  a  military  academy  and  in  the 
Christiansburg  Academy,  and  was  well  trained  and 
equipped  for  the  occupation  of  teacher,  which  he  followed 
for  many  years.     He  was  hardly  sixteen  years  of  age 
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when  the  Civil  wir  broke  out,  and  as  his  family  and 
friends  were  all  partisans  of  the  South,  he  himself  was 
eager  to  enlist  as  soon  as  opportunity  offered.  He  went 
into  Company  D  of  Richardson 's  Battalion  of  Light  Ar- 
tillery and  went  through  the  war  in  the  Army  of  North- 
ern Virginia.  His  baptism  of  fire  occurred  at  Sewell's 
Point  in  Norfolk,  on  the  memorable  day  when  the  battle 
between  the  Merrimac  and  the  ^lonitor  was  fought  in 
Hampton  roads,  and  his  battery  of  artillery  defended 
Captain  Buchanan's  command  when  it  sought  shelter  at 
Sewell's  Point  after  the  disabling  of  the  Merrimac  and 
the  wounding  of  Captain  Buchanan.  This  introduction 
to  actual  warfare  was  so  terrible  and  so  abrupt  that 
young  Eeid  was  at  once  stricken  with  homesickness  and 
wanted  nothing  so  much  as  to  be  once  more  a  student 
in  school  in  the  presence  of  his  father.  But  he  was 
quickly  admonished  that  since  he  had  gotten  himself  into 
the  predicament  he  must  make  the  best  of  it,  and  his 
father  appealed  to  his  son  to  become  a  good  soldier  and 
remain  steadfast  to  the  end  of  the  contest.  Following 
that  duel  of  the  two  naval  corps  off  Portsmouth,  Mr. 
Eeid's  command  took  part  in  the  historic  engagements 
of  Seven  Pines,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Win- 
chester, Gettysburg,  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor  and  in 
the  defense  of  the  crater  at  Petersburg,  after  the  Fed- 
erals had  exploded  their  mine  in  the  attempt  to  capture 
the  fort.  Mr.  Eeid  was  wounded  at  the  crater,  receiving 
injuries  in  the  shoulder  and  in  the  leg  and  as  he  fell  a 
piece  of  shell  struck  him  on  the  head.  Nevertheless, 
after  a  ninety-day  furlough  among  relatives  in  Eich- 
niond  he  returned  to  his  command  and  continued  with  the 
army  to  Appomattox.  His  battery  was  captured  at 
Petersliurg,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  squad,  includ- 
ing himself,  who  cut  their  way  out,  so  that  he  was  thus 
enabled  to  witness  the  closing  drama  of  the  war. 

Though  the  interesting  incidents  of  his  early  life  have 
caused  their  recital  to  be  given  in  these  first  paragraphs, 
the  story  must  now  be  interrupted  in  order  to  consider 
the  family  of  Mr.  Eeid.  His  father  was  George  Eeid, 
and  his  grandfather  was  also  George  Eeid,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Scotland.  The  grandfather  settled 
at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  about  1798.  His  death  occurred  in 
1894  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight  years.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Elizabeth  Taylor,  of  Farfar,  Scotland. 
She  also  attained  an  advanced  age,  dying  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven.  Of  their  children,  Charles  died  in  Nor- 
folk in  January,  1901,  when  within  a  few  months  of 
the  age  of  one  hundred  years,  having  been  a  successful 
merchant  engaged  in  the  export  and  import  trade,  and 
one  of  the  venerable  citizens  of  Norfolk;  Crawford  mar- 
ried John  Haskell  of  Baltimore,  Maryland;  William 
died  in  Norfolk  in  1857,  leaving  a  family;  Eobert  passed 
away,  also  leaving  a  family,  and  Andrew  died  in  Balti- 
more, where  he  had  been  a  successful  importer,  and 
where  he  had  reared  his  family. 

George  Eeid,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
during  a  visit  of  his  parents  to  their  native  city  in  1811. 
He  received  his  education  after  the  fashion  of  the  old 
school  Presbyterian  faith  and  doctrine,  and  when  he 
arrived  at  his  majority  he  was  excellently  equipped  in 
mind  and  moral  and  business  character.  He  was  brought 
up  in  his  father's  merchandising  activities,  and  later 
succeeded  to  the  wholesale  grocery  busiuesp,  which  had 
been  conducted  by  his  father,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
this  business  was  carried  on  under  the  name  of  Charles 
and  George  Eeid.  At  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war  he 
gave  up  the  business  and  moved  to  Eichmond.  His 
principal  activities  during  the  war  times  were  in  block- 
ade running.  He  employed  a  number  of  men  and  ships 
in  breaking  through  the  lines  of  the  Federal  fleet  and 
in  transporting  and  handling  goods  and  wares  which  could 
thus  escape  the  vigilance  of  the  blockade.  After  the 
return  of  peace  he  engaged  in  the  grain  business  in 
Norfolk  until  his  death  in  1889.  As  to  the  issues  which 
divided  the  country  previous  to  and  at  the  time  of  the 
war,  his  attitude  favored  the  preservation  of  the  Union 


at  all  costs,  but  when  his  State  cast  its  lot  with  the 
South,  he  used  his  means  and  his  influence  liberally  in 
promoting  the  southern  cause,  and  sent  two  of  his  sons 
into  the  Confederate  army.  In  the  latter  years  of  the 
war,  while  General  Ben  Butler  had  his  headquarters  in 
Norfolk,  Mr.  Eeid  was  summoned  into  the  General 's 
presence  and  asked  concerning  some  alleged  utterance  of 
treasonable  remarks.  He  at  once  admitted  the  substance 
of  the  charge,  and  was  then  given  a  pass  by  the  general 
in  order  that  he  might  leave  the  city  for  his  personal 
safety.  During  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  of  1857  George 
Eeid  was  designated  from  among  the  ranks  of  business 
men  in  Norfolk  to  take  a  prominent  part  in  relief  work, 
and  did  so  throughout  the  period  of  the  scourge.  His 
nobility  of  character,  his  active  sympathy,  and  his  ready 
devotion  to  the  welfare  of  humanity  were  vital  character- 
istics, actuating  him  every  day  of  his  life,  and  he  lived 
a  life  of  righteousness  and  well  doing  which  reflected 
the  highest  principles  and  virtues  of  his  Presbyterian 
ancestry. 

George  Eeid  married  Eobina  Spence,  a  daughter  of 
John  Spence  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  She  had  come  to 
America  on  a  visit  and  whUe  here  met  and  married  Mr. 
Eeid.  Her  mother  was  a  Wallace,  a  descendant  of  Sir 
William  Wallace,  one  of  the  most  noted  characters  in 
Scotch  history.  Eobina  Spence  was  born  in  1S16  and  her 
death  occurred  before  the  war.  Her  brother  William 
Wallace  Spence  was  a  prominent  Baltimore  merchant  and 
banker,  being  president  of  the  Maryland  Trust  Com- 
pany; her  brother  John  lived  in  London,  England,  and  a 
sister  was  the  wife  of  a  London  merchant.  The  follow- 
ing children  comprise  the  family  of  George  and  Eobina 
Eeid;  John  S.,  of  Pecan  Gap,  Texas;  Maggie,  widow  of 
J.  T.  S.  Eeid  of  Norfolk,  Virginia;  Eichard,  who  died 
at  Baltimore,  leaving  a  family,  and  who  had  served  as 
a  soldier  of  Moseby  "s  Cavalry  during  the  war ;  and 
Charles,  who  is  a  professional  accountant,  but  who  has 
all  his  life  been  a  rambler  over  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Now  returning  to  the  career  of  Mr.  John  S.  Eeid,  after 
the  Civil  war,  he  took  up  work  as  clerk  for  J.  C.  B. 
Bridges  &  Co.  of  Baltimore,  a  sugar  and  coffee  house. 
After  three  years  he  returned  to  Norfolk  and  engaged 
in  the  brokerage  business  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Smith  and  Eeid.  Then  in  1872  he  started  westward  for 
new  experiences  which  eventually  brought  him  to  Texas. 
His  first  stop  was  in  Corinth,  Mississippi,  where  he  was 
induced  to  take  a  place  as  teacher  in  tlie  public  schools. 
Six  years  were  spent  in  that  way,  and  while  there  he  was 
married.  Then  in  1878  he  cam'e  to  Texas.  For  a  time 
in  the  community  of  Ben  Franklin  he  taught  school,  was 
also  a  teacher  in  Giles  Academy,  and  finally  abandoned 
the  activities  of  the  school  room  "in  1892.  He  then  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  but  it  is  noteworthy  that  he 
proved  so  incompetent  that  after  three  years  he  had  lived 
up  to  all  his  means  except  his  land,  and  was  then  obliged 
to  seek  some  other  more  remunerative  occupation.  He 
then  opened  a  grocery  store  at  Pecan  Gap  and  entered 
a  business  more  nearly  to  his  liking  and  abilities.  From 
a  stock  of  groceries  he  expanded  his  enterprise  to  in- 
clude a  general  merchandise  stock,  and  later  took  in  his 
son  as  partner,  until  now  the  firm  of  John  S.  Eeid  &  Son 
is    easily   the   largest   mercantile   house   of   Pecan    Gap. 

In  October,  1S77.  Mr.  Eeid  married  Miss  Nancy  Carter, 
a  daughter  of  John  Carter,  the  maiden  name  of  her 
mother  being  Lumley.  In  the  Carter  family  were  the 
following  children:  Thomas;  Nancy;  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Kirby  Mask;  James;  and  John.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eeid 
are  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Grace,  who 
married  B.  W.  Yeager,  of  Spiro,  Oklahoma,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  five  children ;  Maggie,  the  wife  of 
G.  O.  Shettles,  of  Pecan  Gap,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren; Lutie,  wife  of  O.  L.  Scott,  a  merchant  of  Pecan 
Gap,  and  they  have  a  family  of  two  children ;  George,  a 
partner  of  his  father,  and  who  married  Miss  Cornelia 
Morgan;  Bessie,  married  L.  H.  West,  a  member  of  the 
Eeid  Mercantile  Company  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
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two  cliildren;  W.  W.  S.,  the  junior  member  of  the  Reid 
firm,  who  married  Miss  Mattie  H.  Yeager,  and  they  have 
two  children;  and  Andrew  J.,  who  is  associated  in  busi- 
ness with  his  father  and  who  married  Miss  Mollie  Mae 
Sandlin.  They  have  one  child,  John  S.,  Jr.  Mr.  Eeid 
brought  up  his  family  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
politically  and  in  civic  affairs  is  liberal  and  broadminded, 
and  usually  supports  the  Democratic  party. 

Sinclair  Taliaferro.  A  member  of  the  Texas  bar 
since  1875,  Mr.  Taliaferro  has  during  nearly  forty  years 
filled  in  his  career  with  many  activities  and  achievements 
as  an  able  lawyer.  He  is  now  head  of  the  firm  of  Talia- 
ferro &  Taliaferro,  attorneys,  in  the  First  National  Bank 
Building  at  Houston. 

Sinclair  Taliaferro  was  born  in  Gloucester  county,  Vir- 
ginia, December  23,  1852.  In  Virginia  and  Georgia  and 
elsewhere  in  the  south,  few  names  are  better  known  and 
accompanied  with  more  distinction  than  that  of  Talia- 
ferro. The  Taliaferros  originally  settled  in  the  old 
colony  of  Virginia  about  1662,  and  from  that  state  its 
members  have  spread  into  various  parts  of  the  union. 
The  parents  of  the  Houston  lawyer  were  Thomas  Booth 
and  Mary  Munford  (Sinclair)  Taliaferro.  The  father 
was  a  Virginia  planter,  and  subsequently  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  that  state. 

Sinclair  Taliaferro  was  educated  in  an  old  log  school 
house  in  Gloucester  county.  The  old  home  was  in  close 
proximity  to  the  scenes  of  many  hard-fought  battles  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  normal  existence  in  such  times  was  an 
impossibility.  He  was  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  Texas  in  1870,  locating  first  in  Grimes  county, 
where  he  remained  until  1S74.  In  the  latter  year,  coming 
to  Houston,  he  took  up  the  reading  of  law  in  the  ofiice 
of  Captain  Joseph  C.  Hutcheson,  one  of  the  eminent 
members  of  the  Houston  bar.  He  continued  his  studies 
with  energy  and  success,  and  in  April,  1875,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  and  at  once  began  active  practice.  In  point 
of  years  in  continuous  practice  in  one  community  Mr. 
Taliaferro  now  ranks  as  third  oldest  of  Houston  attor- 
neys. He  served  as  city  attornev  of  Houston  from  1883 
to  1885.  In  February,  1895,  Mr.  Taliaferro  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Grover  Cleveland  as  United  States 
attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Texas,  and  he  held 
that  office  until  February,  1899.  Mr.  Taliaferro  has 
never  been  a  seeker  for  political  honors  and  emoluments, 
but  at  the  same  time  is  interested  in  political  affairs,  and 
has  been  a  worker  in  every  Democratic  campaign  since 
1872. 

Though  not  a  politician,  Mr.  Taliaferro  is  not  ignorant 
of  politics.  Political  economy,  particularly  that  branch 
of  political  economy  which  deals  with  the  administration 
of  municipalities  and  states,  has  been  his  pet  study  for 
years.  He  will  be  remembered  in  Houston  as  one  of  the 
first  agitators  for  the  commission  form  of  government. 
He  was  visiting  a  great  department  store  in  Nashville 
one  summer,  and  the  administrative  features  of  the  insti- 
tution appealed  to  him.  He  saw  how,  on  the  commission 
plan,  the  same  system  could  be  applied  to  city  govern- 
ment, and  how  under  such  a  regime  a  remarkable  increase 
in  efficiency  could  not  but  result.  In  a  letter  written 
to  the  Houston  Post  Mr.  Taliaferro  outlined  his  views 
of  the  commission  form  of  government,  and  the  publica- 
tion of  that  letter  started  a  pressure  for  a  change  that 
eventually  gave  Houston  the  present  city  charter  and 
the  present  opportunity  for  civic  greatness.  To  the  city 
of  Houston  there  is  no  more  important  enterprise,  nor  one 
fraught  with  greater  benefit  to  the  city  than  the  Houston 
ship  channel.  A  number  of  local  citi?ens  have  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  improvement  and  development  of  the 
channel  from  Houston  into  Galveston  Bay,  and  one  of 
the  leaders  for  many  years  has  been  Mr.  Taliaferro. 
Since  1883  he  has  given  much  time  and  attention  to  the 
work,  and  few,  in  any,  men  will  deserve  so  much  credit 
for  the  final  successful  outcome  of  the  enterprise  as  Mr. 


Taliaferro.  It  is  now  a  certainty  that  the  large  ocean- 
going vessels  will  have  easy  access  to  and  from  Houston 
by  the  ship  canal  by  June,  1915,  and  to  no  one  will  the 
sight  of  an  oceangoing  vessel  in  the  Houston  Harbor 
be  more  gratifying  than  to  Mr.  Taliaferro. 

In  1882  Mr.  Taliaferro  married  Miss  Eosalie  Heath 
Palmer,  who  was  born  in  Houston,  daughter  of  Judge 
Edward  A.  Palmer  of  Houston,  her  father  having  located 
in  Texas  in  1844.  The  two  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Taliaferro  are  Thomas  Sinclair  Taliaferro,  who  is  a  part- 
ner with  his  father  in  the  practice  of  law,  and  Bettie 
Milby,  wife  of  William  A.  Sherman,  vice  president  of 
the  South  Texas  Cotton  Oil  Company  of  Houston.  The 
Taliaferro  home  is  at  1218  Walker  Street. 

James  V.  Meek.  Among  those  who  have  lent  honor  to 
the  legal  profession  in  the  State  of  Texas,  a  place  must 
be  accorded  to  James  V.  Meek,  whose  identity  with  Hous- 
ton dates  back  to  1895,  and  who  maintains  offices  in  the 
Prince  Theatre  Building. 

Mr.  Meek  was  born  at  Warsaw,  Alabama,  November  29, 
1863,  son  of  James  T.  and  Mary  C.  (Weston)  Meek. 
James  T.  Meek  was  educated  with  the  practice  of  law  in 
view,  and  was  a  graduate  of  a  law  school,  but  he  never 
identified  himself  with  the  profession.  Instead,  he  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  in  Alabama,  and  was  thus  occu- 
pied when  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  A  Southern  man  and 
with  the  interests  of  the  Southern  cause  at  heart,  he  was 
among  the  first  to  enlist  his  sers-ices  in  the  conflict,  and 
he  remained  in  the  field  until  the  surrender.  He  organ- 
ized the  Alabama  Eifles,  from  which  he  was  subsequently 
transferred  to  the  Thirty-sixth  Alabama  Eegiment  as 
captain  of  Company  A.  At  the  time  of  Lee  and  John- 
ston 's  surrender  he  was  with  his  command,  fighting  in  the 
vicinity  of  Mobile.  His  death  occurred  in  1866.  The 
mother  of  James  V.  Meek  was  a  daughter  of  Elizabeth 
(Geiger)  Weston,  a  descendant  of  the  Geigers  of  Eevo- 
lutionary  fame.     She  died  in  September,  1912. 

James  V.  Meek  was  reared  and  educated  in  hia  native 
state  to  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  his  advanced  studies 
having  been  pursued  at  Howard  College,  Marion.  In  1882 
he  came  to  Texas  and  took. up  his  residence  at  Richmond, 
Fort  Bend  county,  where,  while  otherwise  occupied,  he 
had  in  view  the  profession  of  law.  In  1884  and  1885  he 
was  a  student  in  the  law  department  of  the  University 
of  Texas,  and  following  which  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
by  the  district  judge  of  Fort  Bend  county,  and  at  once 
began  practice  at  Eichmond.  At  Eichmond  he  was  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  later  county  attorney,  and  he 
continued  his  residence  there  until  November,  1SS9,  when 
he  moved  to  Paris,  Texas.  At  the  latter  place  he  rep- 
resented the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  Company  as  counsel.  In 
May,  1890,  he  moved  to  Carson  county,  and  in  August, 
that  same  year,  to  Claudia,  Armstrong  county,  where  he 
remained  two  years,  during  which  time  he  served  as 
county  judge  having  been  elected  to  the  office  in  Novem- 
ber, three  months  after  his  settlement  there.  In  the 
latter  part  of  1892  Judge  Meek  formed  a  partnership 
with  Temple  Houston,  youngest  sou  of  General  Sam 
Houston,  under  the  firm  name  of  Houston  &  Meek,  and 
they  moved  to  Fort  Worth,  where  they  were  associated 
in  a  law  practice  for  about  three  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  Judge  Meek  moved  to  Hartley  county,  where, 
however,  he  remained  only  a  short  time,  and  from  whence 
he  came,  in  1895,  to  Houston.  This  city  has  since  been 
his  home,  and  during  the  nearly  twenty  years  of  his 
practice  here  has  had  several  law  "partners,  men  of  stand- 
ing in  the  profession  and  sterling  worth  as  citizens.  He 
has  practiced  successively  under  the  firm  names  of  Meek 
&  Taylor.  Baldwin  &  Meek.  Meek  &  Sam  and  Meek  & 
Highsmith,  and  since  February.  1912,  he  has  conducted 
practice  under  his  own  name.  While  Mr.  Meek  has  never 
been  an  office  seeker,  he  filled  the  office  thrust  upon  him 
in  a  manner  that  reflected  credit  upon  himself.  Through- 
out his  practice  he  has  maintained  high  standards  and 
has  lent  a  dignity  to  his  chosen  profession.     Among  the 
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fraternal  organizations  which  claim  him  as  a  worthy 
member  are  the  F.  and  A.  M.,  K.  of  P.,  B.  P.  O.  E., 
Eagles  and  Turn  Verein. 

In  November,  1889,  Mr.  Meek  married  Miss  Rosalie 
Carlton,  daughter  of  James  E.  and  Melissa  (Taylor) 
Carlton  of  Columbus,  Texas,  and  they  have  four  children: 
Weston,  Hennie,  Eosalie  and  Mildred.  He  and  his  family 
reside  at  3704  Garrott  street,  West  Moreland,  Houston. 

Arthur  P.  Yarbrough.  In  Arthur  P.  Yarbrough  the 
Byers  Herald  has  found  a  publisher  and  owner  who  makes 
the  most  of  the  possibilities  offered  by  such  a  plant,  and 
since  he  bought  the  establishment  early  in  1913  it  has 
made  considerable  progress  of  a  pleasing  order.  The 
policy  of  the  paper  is  one  that  is  designed  to  boost  Texas 
in  general  and  Byers  in  particular,  and  the  spirit  of  the 
publication  is  one  that  is  altogether  praiseworthy  and 
at  the  same  time  productive  of  excellent  results.  Mr. 
Yarbrough  has  been  a  resident  of  Texas  only  since  1895, 
but  in  the  years  of  his  identification  with  the  state  he 
has  become  thoroughly  imbue<l  with  the  spirit  of  the 
great  southwestern  commonwealth,  and  he  has  as  great  a 
pride  in  the  state  and  in  his  particular  community  as 
has  any  native  born  Texan. 

Born  in  Talapoosa  county,  Alabama,  on  December  7, 
1873,  Arthur  P.  Yarbrough'is  the  son  of  Thomas  J.  and 
Mary  A.  Yarbrough,  and  to  them  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren, of  which  number  Mr.  Yarbrough  of  this  brief 
review  is  the  oldest. 

Mr.  Yarbrough  gained  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Alabama,  and  remained  at  home  on  the  home 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Arrived  at 
his  majority,  he  felt  himself  privileged  to  try  his  wings 
in  the  business  of  life,  and  his  first  move  was  to  attend 
the  Agricultural  College  at  Albertville,  in  East  Alabama, 
for  a  year.  In  order  to  do  that  the  young  man  found  it 
necessary  to  occupy  himself  at  any  employment  he  might 
find,  for  he  worked  his  own  way  through,  and  after 
finishing  his  studies  here  he  taught  school  for  two  terms 
in  his  native  state  and  then  came  to  Texas.  He  first 
settled  in  Eice,  Navarro  county,  where  he  continued  for 
about  a  year,  during  which  .time  he  was  occupied  in 
ginning,  and  he  then  went  to  Hunt  county  and  remained 
until  1909.  During  the  years  passed  there  he  attended 
college  at  the  East  Texas  Normal  College,  and  taught 
school  for  some  time,  after  which  he  went  to  Dallas 
and  was  employed  in  a  clerical  capacity  with  the  Texas 
Pacific  Eailroad  in  their  general  offices. ,  In  1910  he  came 
to  Byers  and  engaged  in  real  estate  and  insurance  activi- 
ties, but  soon  gave  up  the  work  to  become  the  publisher 
of  the  Byers  Herald,  which  paper  he  bought  outright, 
and  has  since  been  editor,  proprietor  and  publisher.  The 
paper  circulates  in  Texas  and  Oklahoma,  with  a  scattered 
circulation  in  certain  other  states,  and  is  making  excel- 
lent progress  under  Mr.  Yarbrough 's  management. 

No  more  active  worker  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
town  is  to  be  found  than  Mr.  Yarbrough.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Byers  Commercial  Club,  and  his  fraternal 
affiliations  are  with  the  Masons  (Blue  Lodge  and  Chap- 
ter) and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  He  has  long  been 
the  advocate  of  the  teaching  of  scientific  farming  in  the 
schools,  and  while  in  Alabama  he  was  the  first  to  organ- 
ize the  Farmers '  Co-operative  Educational  Association 
in  that  state.  As  a  teacher  he  recognized  the  need  for 
adequate  instruction  in  the  business  of  farming  among 
the  youth  of  the  land,  and  did  much  to  create  a  feeling 
in  favor  of  the  furtherance  of  that  branch  of  education. 

On  September  27,  1898,  Mr.  Yarbrough  was  married 
in  Commerce,  Texas,  to  Miss  Nellie  Brown,  the  daughter 
of  John  E.  Brown  of  Hunt  county,  Texas.  To  them 
have  been  born  six  children,  of  whom  four  died  in  in- 
fancy.   The  surviving  children  are  Lloyd  Y.  and  Juanita. 

Mr.  Yarbrough  has  no  church  affiliations,  but  is  liberal- 
minded  and  generous  in  his  attitude  toward  all  of  them. 
He  is  a  Democrat,  but  takes  little  active  part  in  the 
political  matters  of  the  community  beyond  the  demands 


of  good  citizenship,  and  is  a  stout  believer  in  the  future 
of  Texas.  He  is  willing  at  all  times  to  respond  to 
inquiries  directed  at  him  in  regard  to  his  adopted  state. 
He  enjoys  the  confidence  and  genuine  regard  of  the  rep- 
resentative people  of  the  community,  and,  with  his  wife, 
has  a  host  of  friends  in  the  county. 

William  A.  Wilson.  As  a  builder  of  homes  has  Wil- 
liam A.  Wilson  ofttimes  been  designated,  and  no  other 
title  applied  to  him,  however  high-sounding  it  might  be, 
could  imply  so  much  of  genuine  character  or  so  aptly 
depict  the  true  nature  of  the  man  than  does  that  term. 
For  more  than  twenty  years  he  has  been  devoting  him- 
self to  the  real  estate  business  in  Houston,  and  in  those 
years  hundreds  of  homes  have  been  built  and  sold  to 
families  on  easy  terms,  thus  enabling  home-hungry 
people  to  become  real  owners,  who  might  otherwise  never 
have  claimed  that  privilege,  dear  to  the  heart  of  so 
many.  Other  phases  of  activity  have  characterized  his 
operations  in  the  realty  market,  but  this  one  has  been 
the  most  potent  force  for  good  of  all  his  enterprises,  and 
is  especially  deserving  of  mention. 

A  native  sou  of  Onondago  county.  New  York,  William 
A.  Wilson  was  born  in  18G4,  the  son  of  William  A.  and 
Eliza  H.  (Arnts)  Wilson.  The  father,  now  deceased,  was 
a  lifelong  farmer  of  Onondago  county,  and  the  mother 
still  makes  her  home  in  the  comnranity  where  she  reared 
her  family.  Mr.  Wilson  as  a  boy  at  home  enjoyed  such 
educational  privileges  as  the  country  schools  provided  and 
lived  the  life  of  the  average  country  boy,  in  his  teens 
becoming  connected  with  the  wholesale  meat  business 
in  Syracuse,  where  he  continued  for  some  years.  He 
came  to  Texas  first  in  1892,  being  then  twenty-eight 
years  of  age,  and,  settling  in  Houston,  he  immediately 
identified  himself  with  real  estate  matters.  He  operated 
independently  for  thirteen  years,  and  in  1905  the  busi- 
ness which  he  had  fostered  in  that  time  was  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  the  William  A.  Wilson  Company,  with 
a  capital  stock  of  .'^100,000.  In  1907  so  well  had  the 
business  progressed  that  the  capitalization  was  increased 
to  $200,000,  in  1910  to  $600,000,  and  in  1912  to  $800,000 
— facts  and  figures  that  will  show  conclusively  something 
of  the  progress  and  standing  of  the  firm  in  Houston 
today.  The  company  carries  on  a  large  and  exceedingly 
profitable  business,  consisting  chiefly  in  the  building  and 
selling  of  modern  homes  in  attractive  subdivisions  of 
the  City  of  Houston,  these  subdivisions  being  controlled 
by  the  company  under  proper  building  restrictions. 

An  example  of  this  phase  of  their  enterprise  may  be 
seen  in  the  Woodland  Heights  subdivision,  opened  by 
them  in  the  autumn  of  1907,  and  they  have  reduced  it 
from  a  state  of  natural  wildness  to  a  charming  suburban 
park,  dotted  by  comfortable  and  artistic  homes,  which 
now  aggregate  something  more  than  two  hundred,  the 
place  classing  as  a  most  desirable  residence  subdivision. 
In  addition,  they  have  built  and  sold  hundreds  of  houses 
in  every  quarter  of  the  city,  from  the  time  when  Mr. 
Wilson  first  began  his  real  estate  operation  in  Houston. 
At  the  present  time  the  company  is  developing  another 
subdivision  of  Houston,  known  as  Eastwood,  which  will 
be  done  on  the  same  lines  as  was  Woodland  Heights,  and 
will  present  fully  as  many  attractions  to  home  seekers 
in  the  suburbs. 

This  mammoth  company's  affairs  are  directed  by  a 
body  of  the  most  capable  and  far-seeing  business  men 
in  the  city,  and  the  personnel  of  the  firm  will  indicate 
that  fact  beyond  dispute.  Joseph  B.  Bowles  is  president 
of  the  company,  William  A.  Wilson  is  vice  president  and 
general  manager,  and  these,  together  with  James  A. 
Baker,  Edwin  B.  Parker,  Eufus  Cage,  Baker  W.  Arm- 
strong and  Guy  M.  Bryan,  constitute  the  board  of  direc- 
tors and  other  members  of  the  firm. 

The  William  A.  Wilson  Company  has  but  recently  car- 
ried to  completion  a  new  ofl^ce  building,  designed  espe- 
cially for  their  own  usage.  The  building  is  two  stories 
in  height,   thirty-seven  feet  front   by  one  hundred  and 
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twenty  feet  in  depth,  and  is  located  at  910  Franklin 
avenue.  The  purchase  price  of  the  building  was  $60,000, 
and  the  improvements  they  felt  called  upon  to  make 
in  order  to  bring  the  building  up  to  a  suitable  stand- 
ard of  completeness  for  their  use  have  advanced  those 
figures  very  appreciably.  The  new  building,  however, 
enables  the  company  to  maintain  all  their  various  de- 
partments of  activity  under  one  roof,  and  is  a  distinct 
advantage  over  previous  arrangements. 

Other  interests  and  enterprises  aside  from  the  real 
estate  business  have  claimed  the  attention  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
and  he  is  now  serving  on  the  directorate  of  the  Lumber- 
man 's  National  Bank  of  Houston,  of  which  he  has  long 
been  a  stockholder.  He  has  been  president  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Young  Men 's  Christian  Association 
of  Houston  since  1900,  and  is  now  chairman  of  the  Texas 
State  Executive  Committee  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  His  fra- 
ternal affiliations  are  with  the  Masonic  order,  in  which 
he  has  membership  in  Holland  Lodge,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons.  He  is  a  member  of  Central  Christian 
church,  and  bears  his  full  share  of  the  burdens  of 
churchly  responsibility.  A  citizen  of  the  highest  order, 
he  has  manifested  the  finest  spirit  of  civic  loyalty  in  all 
the  years  of  his  identification  with  Houston,  and  few 
there  are  in  the  city  who  have  more  civic  honors  to  their 
credit  than  has  this  builder  of  homes. 

In  April,  1892,  Mr.  Wilson  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
I.  Kinney,  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Dennison  Kinney  of 
Syracuse,'  New  York,  who  was  a  Wesleyan  Methodist 
minister  of  that  city,  and  a  man  of  the  highest  type  of 
Christian  citizen'ihip.  Six  children  have  been  born  into 
the  Wilson  iMini...  luimcd  as  follows:  Helen  Irene,  Flor- 
ence Mav,  M.ii y  Lmiise,  William  A.,  .Jr.,  Edgar  Houston 
and  Geoi'm'  I  iiiiinscn  Wilsun.  The  residence  of  the  family 
is  maintained  at  No.  205  Bayland  avenue,  Woodland 
Heights,  and  is  one  of  the  handsome  home  places  of  that 
suburb. 

James  Eooney.  The  career  of  James  Eooney  briefly 
told  in  the  following  paragraphs  is  a  story  of  a  man  who 
started  out  as  a  boy  in  subordinate  capacity,  becoming  a 
clerk  and  general  utility  man  until  he  had  acquainted 
himself  with  every  detail  of  the  business,  and  since  then 
his  progress  has  been  such  that  the  Eooney  Mercantile 
Company  of  which  he  is  the  head  is  the  largest  estab- 
lishment of  the  kind  in  Pecos  county.  It  is  in  fact  a 
regular  city  department  store,  and  offers  the  people  of 
Fort  Stockton  and  vicinity  a  larger  stock  of  goods  and 
better  selection  than  can  be  found  anywhere  outside  of 
the  largest  cities  of  the  state.  Another  noteworthy  fact 
in  connection  with  the  career  of  Jim  Eooney,  as"  he  is 
popularly  known,  is  the  "good-will"  which  has  been 
hardly   a   less   important    factor   in   his   success   than   his 

ability  as  a  ivhaiit.     He  possesses  completely  the  con- 

fideni-c  ;iihl  isti'i'in  of  every  citizen  of  any  consequence 
in  Pecos  roiiiity.  ,iih1  is  a  man  whose  prosperity  has  never 
been  aci-onq.aiiic.l  liy  envy  on  the  part  of  his  competitors. 

James  Eoouey  is  one  of  the  oldest  native  sons  of  Pecos 
county,  where  he  was  born  September  27,  1873,  about 
seven  years  before  the  first  line  of  railroad  was  con- 
structed through  this  portion  of  Texas,  and  several 
years  before  the  Indians  had  finally  ceased  their  hostilities 
in  west  Texas.  His  father,  Francis  Eooney,  was  a  pio- 
neer whose  name  deserves  to  be  long  remembered  in 
Pecos  county.  Francis  Eooney  was  an  Irishman  by 
birth,  and  when  a  young  man  came  to  Texas  in  1868, 
went  out  to  the  extreme  west  frontier,  and  became  iden- 
tified with  cattle  raising  and  farming  in  Pecos  county. 
Throughout  his  career  there  he  was  active  politically 
and  at  one  time  served  as  county  commissioner.  He  was 
a  loyal  member  of  the  Catholic  church  and  popular 
both  as  a  business  man  and  citizen.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  first  commissioners  court  of  Pecos  county, 
and  during  his  administration  the  first  jail  and  court- 
house were  built  in  the  county.  He  was  an  Indian 
fighter.    Eesidence   in  this  section   of  Texas   during  the 


sixties  and  seventies  necessitated  service  as  a  militia- 
man, and  more  than  once  he  joined  the  state  rangers  in 
pursuit  and  battle  with  the  raiding  savages.  His  death 
occurred  in  1890  when  he  was  sixty-three  years  of  age, 
and  he  was  buried  in  Pecos  county.  He  married  Miss 
Jennie  McCarthy,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Ireland,  but 
they  were  married  in  Texas.  She  makes  her  home  in 
Fort  Stockton  with  her  son  James,  and  is  a  venerable 
old  lady,  and  a  devout  member  of  the  Catholic  church. 
Of  the  eight  children  in  the  Eooney  family,  six  are  now 
living,  all  married  and  all  having  their  homes  at  Fort 
Stockton  or  vicinity,  as  follows:  John  Eooney,  in  the 
drug  business;  Frank  Eooney,  who  is  county  anil  district 
clerk;  William  Eooney,  cashier  of  the  First  State  Bank 
of  Fort  Stockton;  Mrs.  Joseph  Richardson;  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Butz;  and  James. 

James  Eooney  has  been  a  resident  of  Pecos  county  all 
his  life,  and  his  early  education  was  attained  in  the 
local  schools,  after  which  he  entered  St.  Mary's  College 
at  San  Antonio.  Eetimiiiiu  from  school  to  Port  Stock- 
ton, he  began  his  lanci  as  a  si  liool  teacher,  an  occupa- 
tion he  followed  for  tw,,  y.ai-,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty 
took  a  place  as  clerk  witli  Mr.  II.  Koehler,  and  remained 
a  salesman  in  his  store  for  about  one  year  until  the 
proprietor's  death.  He  then  went  to  Alpine  and  worked 
for  C.  H.  Larkin  in  a  similar  capacity  for  another  year. 
Eeturning  to  Fort  Stockton  he  and  H.  H.  Butz  formed 
a  partnership  and  bought  the  old  Koehler  store,  con- 
ducting it  under  the  firm  name  of  Eooney  &  Butz  until 
1904.  In  that  year  Mr.  Eooney  bought  out  his  partner, 
and  continued  the  establishment  alone  until  1910.  In 
that  year  was  organized  and  ineorjiorated  the  Eooney 
Mercantile  company,  easily  the  largest  concern  of  the 
kind  in  this  part  of  the  state.  The  Eooney  Mercantile 
Company  occupies  with  its  stoik  of  goods  a  floor  space 
and  warehouses,  iinlialinu  many  thousand  square  feet, 
employs  a  large  nunilM'c  of  .Inks,  and  other  workers 
and  does  an  extensive  retail  and  wholesale  business. 
Everything  to  be  found  in  a  first  class  city  depart- 
ment store  is  included  in  the  stock,  and  the  policy  of 
the  concern  which  has  brought  it  so  much  success  is 
the  giving  of  an  adequate  service  in  return  for  every 
purpose.  Mr.  Eooney  besides  being  the  head  of  the 
Rooney  Mercantile  Company  is  also  vice  president  of 
the  Fort  Stockton  State  Bank. 

He  was  married  in  Fort  Stockton  to  EfiSe  McDonald, 
of  Pecos  county.  Their  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters are:  Phillip  M.,  Annie  B.,  Jennie  L.,  Donald  W., 
Dorothy,  and  James,  Jr.  Mr.  Eooney  is  a  broadminded 
and  liberal  Catholic  in  religion  and  gives  his  support 
generously  to  all  religious  and  philanthropic  enter- 
prises. He  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the 
Masons  from  Blue  Lodge  to  Chapter,  and  is  president  of 
the  Fort  Stockton  Commercial  Club.  A  worker  for  Demo- 
cratic success,  Mr.  Eooney  has  the  distinction  of  being 
the  first  citizen  chosen  to  the  office  of  the  city  of  Fort 
Stockton,  and  he  is  now  mayor  as  the  first  and  only  ex- 
ecutive of  the  city.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board  and  has  also  been  on  the  board  of 
county  commissioners.  Among  the  diversions  he  is  very 
fond  of  baseball,  and  enjoys  everything  in  social  life 
that  is  wholesome  and  entertaining.  He  is  owner  of 
large  real  estate  properties  in  the  city  and  vicinity  and 
without  doubt  is  the  most  influential  man  either  in 
business  or  public  affairs  in  Fort  Stockton. 

Thom.\s  W.  House.  The  latest  important  distinction 
to  be  accorded  a  member  of  the  House  family  of  Texas 
was  the  appointment  of  President  Woodrow"  Wilson  of 
Thomas  W.  House  as  postmaster  at  Houston.  This 
occurred  more  than  seventy-five  years  after  the  name 
first  became  identified  with  the  Texas  Eepublic.  Through- 
out this  time  the  larger  commercial  affairs  of  Houston 
have  enjoyed  the  stimulating  activities  of  several  genera- 
tions of  this  family. 
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The  present  Houston  postmaster,  Thomas  W.  House, 
was  born  in  Houston  in  1846.  It  was  his  father,  Thomas 
W.  House,  Sr.,  -n-ho  first  gave  distinction  to  the  name  in 
this  state.  The  Senior  House  was  born  in  England,  came 
to  the  United  States  about  1S30  and  after  some  years 
spent  in  New  York  City,  arrived  at  Houston  in  1837. 
Houston  was  at  that  time  hardly  a  year  old  and  the 
first  business  activities  were  struggling  to  get  established 
along  the  sluggish  waters  of  the  Bayou,  the  chief 
prestige  of  the  locality  resulting  from  its  position  as 
capital  of  the  Republic.  Mr.  House  was  one  of  the 
first  merchants  of  the  little  capital  city  and  his  name 
was  continuously  identified  with  the  general  merchandise 
trade  there  until  1880.  He  was  one  of  the  men  who 
after  the  capital  was  removed  to  Austin,  upheld  and 
fortified  the  position  of  Houston  as  the  chief  com- 
mercial center  for  all  of  South  Texas.  His  name  might 
be  found  in  connection  with  a  great  many  of  the  busi- 
ness and  semi-public  enterprises  of  his  time.  During 
the  early  days  of  the  Eepublie  he  served  in  the  Texas 
army  under  General  Burleson  and  was  engaged  in  the 
campaigns  of  those  days  against  the  Mexicans  and  the 
Indians.  Some  years  later,  when  quite  an  old  man,  in 
the  war  between  the  states,  the  Confederate  government 
employed  him,  under  the  general  direction  of  General 
Magruder  to  carry  cotton  to  Havana  and  ^Yest  Indies, 
and  bring  in  supplies  for  the  Confederacy.  He  was  thus 
engaged  in  one  of  the  most  hazardous  and  at  the  same 
time  invaluable  services  to  the  Confederacy.  The  wife 
of  Thomas  W.  House,  Sr.,  was  Mary  (Shearn)  House  and 
her  death  occurred  in  1870.  Among  their  children  is 
E.  M.  House  of  Austin,  Texas,  and  Kew  York  City, 
prominent  in  public  affairs  and  an  intimate  friend  of 
President  Wilson.  ^ 

Thomas  W.  House,  Jr.,  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Houston.  During  the  war  he  was  sent  abroad 
and  spent  four  years  in  completing  his  education  in 
England.  On  returning  from  England  in  1807  he  entered 
his  father's  general  mercantile  business  and  was  closely 
identified  with  that  old  and  solid  establishment  known 
under  the  name  and  title,  "T.  W.  House,"  for  thirty 
years.  He  continued  and  developed  the  business  founded 
by  his  father  and  added  to  the  many  business  attain- 
ments already  associated  with  the  name. 

In  1897  Mr.  House  sold  out  the  mercantile  business 
and  for  the  following  seven  or  eight  years  was  engaged 
as  a  private  banker.  During  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  the  sugar  industry  in  southern  Texas  has  ex- 
perienced a  great  revival  and  perhaps  to  no  one  in- 
dividual has  this  been  due  more  than  to  the  efforts  of 
Mr  T  W.  House.  He  owns  a  large  sugar  plantation 
and  sugar  mill  in  Fort  Bend  county  and  his  operations 
in  that  line  are  well  known  to  all  who  keep  in  touch  with 
sugar  growing  and  manufacture  in  South  Texas. 

Mr  House's  appointment  as  postmasler  of  the  city  of 
Houston  came  on  August  27,  1913.  and  he  has  smce 
been  at  his  oflace  in  the  Federal  Building,  and  no  choice 
could  have  met  with  more  general  approval  from  the 
local  citizens  than  that  of  Colonel  Hou^^e.  For  six 
years  from  1880  to  1886  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Houston  City  Council,  during  the  administration  of 
Mayor  William  E.  Baker.  „.  ,    , 

In  1869  Mr.  House  married  Miss  Euth  Nicholson,  a 
daughter  of  James  Nicholson  of  Bastrop,  Texas.  Her 
father  was  of  English  birth  and  came  to  Texas  about 
1840  beins  one  of  the  pioneers.  Five  children  have 
been  born '"to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  House,  as  follows:  Mary, 
wife  of  J  C.  Lamkin,  an  attorney  at  San  Antonio;  Ellen, 
who  married  W.  L.  Howze  of  Houston;  Edith  House; 
Thomas  W.,  Jr.,  in  the  real  estate  business  in  Houston; 
James  H.  B.,  also  in  the  real  estate  business.  Ihe 
youngest  son  is  a  graduate  of  Princeton  University  and 
his  diploma  was  the  first  to  be  signed  by  Woodrow 
Wilson,  then  president  of  Princelon  and  now  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  House  residence  is  at  1010 
Louisiana  street. 


William  Gr.^ston  Lo'ra;.  One  of  the  more  successful 
attorneys  of  Houston  is  William  Graston  Love,  a  native 
product  of  Texas  and  a  resident  of  Houston  since  1S91, 
where  he  carries  on  a  general  law  practice  and  is  one 
of  the  leading  men  of  the  city  and  county.  As  mayor 
of  Houston  Heights  for  two  terms  he  demonstrated  the 
high  order  of  his  citizenship,  and  in  his  position  as 
president  of  the  Houston  Heights  school  board  he  did 
excellent  w-ork  for  the  educational  advancement  of  the 
community.  His  career  thus  far  has  been  characterized 
by  the  utmost  usefulness  and  his  future  promises  much 
in  the  way  of  advancement  and  success. 

Born  in  Dallas  county,  Texas,  on  January  17,  1869, 
William  Graston  Love  is  the  son  of  William  E.  and 
Hulda  (Graston)  Love,  natives  of  South  Carolina  and 
Tennessee,  respectively.  During  the  Civil  war  William 
E.  Love  was  a  member  of  General  Longstreet  's  staff 
and  served  with  him  throughout  the  war.  In  1869  he 
brought  his  family  to  Dallas  county,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock  raising  until  1877,  in  which  year 
he  moved  to  Salado,  Texas,  and  engaged  in  farming 
and  merchandising.  His  success  was  of  a  fair  order  and 
he  continued  in  business  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1903. 

William  Graston  Love  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  the  Salado  'College,  later  attending 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Texas,  from 
w^hieh  he  was  graduated  in  1889  with  the  degree  of 
LL.  B.  In  the  same  year  the  young  attorney  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  of  Texas  and  he  soon  after  began 
his  legal  career  in  practice  at  Luling,  Caldwell  county, 
where  he  remained  until  1891.  In  that  year  he  came 
to  Houston,  where  greater  opportunities  were  afforded 
for  advancement  in  the  profession,  and  he  has  since 
continued  in  the  general  practice  of  law. 

Mr.  Love,  who  makes  his  home  in  Houston  Heights, 
has  served  twice  as  mayor  of  that  community,  his  service 
covering  the  years  between  1896  and  1900,  and  since 
1898  he  has  been  president  of  the  Houston  Heights 
school  board,  as  has  already  been  mentioned.  In  1907 
he  was  appointed  district  attorney  to  fill  an  unexpired 
term  for  the  criminal  district  comprising  Harris  and 
Galveston  counties  and  in  1908  was  elected  to  fill  the 
office  for  a  two  years'  term.  Upon  the  expiration  of 
that  term  he  retired  and  has  since  devoted  himself  ex- 
clusively to  his  private  practice.  1 

Mr.  Love  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  but  has  no  other 
fraternal  affiliations.  He  was  married  in  1901  to  Miss 
Lillie  Webb,  the  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  W.  T.  Webb 
of  Mobile,  Alabama,  and  to  them  has  been  born  one  son, 
William  Hamilton  Love.  The  family  residence  is  at  the 
corner  of  Avondale  avenue  and  Hopkins  street,  Houston. 

Wiley  C.  Mdnn.  Now  one  of  the  merchant  princes 
of  Houston,  proprietor,  president  and  general  manager 
of  the  W.  C.  Munn  Company,  Incorporated,  whose  im- 
mense general  department  store  is  located  m  a  prominent 
district  in  this  city,  Wiley  C.  Munn  has  had  a  typical 
American  success,  "emerging  from  a  farmer  boy  to  a 
place  among  the  foremost  merchants  of  the  state  of 
Texas.  Along  with  success  in  his  private  business  he 
has  given  of  his  energies  and  co-operation  without  stint 
to  those  larger  activities  which  are  at  the  foundation 
of  a  greater  and  better  Houston. 

Wiley  C.  Munn  was  born  near  Jefferson,  m  Marion 
county,"  Texas,  November  9,  1861,  a  son  of  John  H.  and 
Frances-  Ann  Judson  (Cooper)  Munn.  The  parents 
were  both  natives  of  Alabama  and  came  to  Texas  in  ■ 
1838  locating  near  Jefferson,  where  the  father  was  a 
pioneer  planter.  They  subsequently  moved  into  Fayette 
county  and  in  1875  to  Salado,  in  Bell  county,  but  the 
last  years  of  the  father's  life  was  spent  m  Colorado 
count"y,  Texas.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  resides 
with  her  son.  ,      ,      ,.  v. 

Mr.  Munn  received  a  fair  amount  of  schooling  when  a 
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boy  and  spent  one  year  in  the  Salado  school.  After 
that  training  he  started  out  in  business  for  himself 
and  his  first  venture  was  in  seUing  the  Singer  sewing 
machine.  After  two  and  a  half  years  as  a  salesman  he 
had  accumulated  one  hundred  head  of  cattle  and  suf- 
ficient money  so  that  he  was  able  to  take  one  term  of 
instruction  in  the  Baylor  University  at  Waco  and  one 
year  of  study  at  Weimar,  after  wliieh  he  returned  to 
Waco  and  completed  his  business  education  in  Hill's 
Business  College.  For  six  months  thereafter  he  was 
boolikeeper  for  the  firm  of  Simons  &  McCarthy  at  Taylor. 

Having  in  the  meantime  married  and  returned  to 
Weimer,  Mr.  ilunn  there  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness on  the  first  of  January  in  1885  in  partnership  with 
his  father-in-law,  Daniel  W.  Jackson.  In  January,  1886, 
he  bought  out  the  interest  of  Mj.  Jackson  and  then  con- 
ducted the  business  alone  for  a  number  of  years.  At 
first  it  was  a  very  small  store  and  a  very  small  stock 
and  the  enterprise  was  conducted  not  notably  different 
from  many  others  that  might  have  been  found  in  this 
section  of  Te.xas.  Mr.  Munn  from  the  first,  however, 
applied  himself  to  the  great  field  of  merchandising,  and 
though  his  business  was  located  in  a  small  town,  he  built 
it  up  to  be  the  largest  concern  of  its  kind  in  that  com- 
munity, and  then  sold  out  seeking  larger  quarters  in 
Houston  in  1906.  Since  that  time  the  growth  of  the 
business  has  been  phenomenal.  In  1906  was  organized 
the  Mistrot-Munn  Company,  a  mercantile  organization 
which  was  very  familiar  to  Houston  and  all  the  people 
of  South  Texas  until  recently.  Mr.  Munn  owned  the 
controlling  interest  and  was  general  manager  of  the 
store  and  on  August  20,  1912,  he  bought  out  the  stock 
of  Mr.  G.  A.  Mistrot  and  on  January  1,  1913,  reorganized 
the  company  under  the  name  of  the  W.  C.  Munn  Com- 
pany, Incorporated.  With  this  reorganization  the  capital 
stock  of  the  concern  was  raised  from  two  hundred  thou- 
sand to  five  hundred  tliousand  dollars,  of  which  Mr.  Munn 
holds  more  than  one-half,  and  he  is  president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  business. 

With  the  reorganization  came  the  building  of  a 
mammoth  department  store,  concerning  which  a  some- 
what extended  description  is  here  presented  and  which  is 
now  in  course  of  construction,  the  same  to  be  ready  for 
occupancy  on  February  1,  1914.  To  give  a  detailed 
description  of  the  new  building  were,  of  course,  im- 
possible in  the  limited  space  at  our  disposal  here,  but 
some  of  the  more  salient  features  may  be  presented 
consistently.  The  building  now  under  construction,  is 
located  at  the  corner  of  Tr.avis  street  and  Capitol  ave- 
nue, and  when  completed  will  undoubtedly  be  one  of 
the  splendid  architectural  embellishments  of  Houston. 
The  main  building  will  have  a  frontage  of  150  feet  each 
on  Capitol  avenue  and  Travis  street,  and  will  comprise 
six  stories  and  a  basement.  It  will  be  absolutely  fire 
proof,  in  so  far  as  architectural  and  engineering  skill 
can  so  render,  and  will  be  thoroughly  modern  in  every 
detail,  as  well  as  laying  claim  to  a  certain  dignified 
beauty  that  is  seldom  found  in  structures  of  this  order. 
The  furniture  and  fixtures  of  the  store  alone  will  rep- 
resent a  cash  outlay  of  $100,000.  The  front  of  the  build- 
ing is  to  be  done  in  terra  cotta  for  the  first  two  stories 
and  the  remaining  stories  in  buif  pressed  brick.  Rein- 
forced concrete  will  enter  into  the  construction  material 
used  and  inferior  stand  pipes  and  other  fire  protective 
appliances  will  be  installed.  Five  large  elevators,  driven 
by  electricity,  will  ply  between  the  basement  and  the 
top  floor,  and  many  other,  in  fact,  every  labor-saving 
device  known  to  the  builders'  art  will  be  installed  in 
this  splendid  structure.  The  show  windows  are  a  con- 
spicuous feature  of  this  building.  There  will  be  slightly 
more  than  350  lineal  feet  of  window  space  fronting  the 
two  streets,  while  the  entrance  to  the  Main  street  de- 
partment, which  will  go  into  construction  later,  will  have 
more  than  100  lineal  feet,  including  the  vestibule  and 
store  front  cases.  It  is  planned  by  the  moving  spirit 
of  this  mammoth  concern  that  this  shall  be  a  great  de- 


partment store  and  mail  order  house.  Catalog  and  mail 
order  trade  are  to  be  given  the  dignity  of  an  entire  de- 
partment, at  least  one  floor  of  the  entire  building  being 
occupied  by  this  phase  of  the  business.  All  Texas  and 
the  adjoiniug  states  of  the  south  will  be  reached  and 
Mr.  Munn  is  also  laying  plans  to  place  representatives 
in  the  Latin-American  Eepublics  of  Mexico,  Cuba  and 
South  and  Central  America,  whose  business  wUl  be  given 
important  consideration.  Spanish  catalogs  and  stocks 
especially  supplied  to  meet  the  demands  of  these  coun- 
tries, will  be  carried  and  close  attention  and  study  will 
be  accorded  those  countries  with  a  view  to  developing 
the  widest  possible  trade  relations.  In  short,  it  is  ex- 
pected that  this  budding  enterprise  will  establish  trade 
relations  between  Houston  and  the  districts  above  men- 
tioned such  as  have  never  before  existed. 

Outside  of  his  regular  business  affairs  Mr.  Munn  is 
interested  in  a  number  of  local  enterprises,  being  presi- 
dent of  the  Houston  Turning  Basin  Investment  Com- 
pany, president  of  the  Port  Houston  Land  &  Townsite 
Company  and  in  1912  was  elected  president'  of  the  Hous- 
ton Chamber  of  Commerce,  being  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  that  organization,  and  active  in  the  work  it 
promulgates  for  the  good  of  the  city  and  its  allied  com- 
mercial and  industrial  interests.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  No-Tsu-Oh  Carnival  Association  of  Houston. 
Fraternally  he  is  afliliated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Modern  Order  of 
Pretorians  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
He  and  his  family  worship  in  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Houston. 

On  November  5,  1884,  at  Weimar,  Texas,  Mr.  Munn 
married  Miss  Georgia  A.  Jackson,  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
W.  Jackson  of  Weimar,  Texas.  Her  death  occurred  on 
July  27,  1910,  and  her  flve  children  are  named  as  fol- 
lows: Eunice,  the  wife  of  Charles  A.  Bryan  of  Houston; 
Nellie,  who  married  N.  H.  Keith;  Kathleen  D.,  Wilma 
G.  and  Dorothy  A.  The  family  home  is  at  2901  Main 
street  in  Houston. 

Bry.\n  Brewster  Gilmer.  Under  a  popular  form  of 
government,  like  that  of  the  United  States,  where  the 
democratic  idea  of  equality  is  as  fully  developed  as  tfie 
present  imperfect  condition  of  mankind  will  permit,  we 
expect  as  its  legitimate  result  the  triumph  of  individual 
worth  and  energy  over  all  the  competition  that  wealth 
and  class  may  array  against  them.  Here  the  aveniies  of 
wealth  and  distinction  are  fully  opened  to  all,  which  fact 
enhances  rather  than  detracts  from  the  merits  of  those 
whose  energy  and  integrity  have  triumphed  over  all 
obstacles  intervening  between  an  humble  position  and 
the  attainment  of  those  laudable  ends.  Obscurity  and 
labor,  at  no  time  dishonorable,  never  assume  more  at- 
tractive features  than  when  the  former  appears  as  the 
nurse  of  those  virtues  which  the  latter,  by  years  of 
honest  and  persevering  effort,  transplants  to  a  higher  and 
richer  soil ;  hence,  the  biography  of  those  men  of  sterling 
worth  whose  active  enterprise  has  won  for  them  the  dis- 
tinction and  influence  in  society  in  which  they  move 
must  be  replete  with  facts  which  should  encourage  others 
in  the  arena  of  life.  Such  a  man  is  Bryan  Brewster 
Gilmer,  president  of  the  Southern  Drug  Company,  Hous- 
ton, Texas,  a  man  who,  while  yet  young  in  years,  has 
fought  his  way  from  a  somewhat  humble  beginning  to 
marked  prestige  in  the  business  and  social  world  of  the 
city  of  his  residence  and  who  by  the  exercise  of  those 
talents  and  qualities  which  were  cultivated  from  his 
youth,  has  reached  an  honorable  position  in  the  public 
mind  and  earned  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow 
citizens. 

Mr.  Gilmer  was  born  in  Butler,  Alabama,  November  3, 
1876.  He  is  a  son  of  Abram  Bessent  Gilmer  and  Amelia 
(Brewster)  Gilmer.  The  father  was  born  in  Dallas 
county.  Alabama,  and  there  spent  his  life  as  a  planter 
and  physician,  and  was  a  well  known  and  influential  man 
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in  that  section  of  the  state.  During  the  war  between 
the  states  he  served  in  General  Wheeler's  cavalry  in  the 
Confederate  army.  His  death  occurred  in  1892.  His 
mother  was  born  in  Lauderdale  county,  Mississippi,  and 
she  is  still  living,  making  her  home  in  Houston.  Grand- 
father Gilmer  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina.  Elmira 
(Powell)  Gilmer,  the  paternal  grandmother,  was  born  in 
Alabama  before  it  was  a  state.  Her  death  occurred  in 
January,  1907,  when  over  ninety  years  of  age. 

Bryan  B.  Gilmer  was  educated  in  the  high  school  at 
Butler,  his  native  state,  and  in  the  year  1891  he  came  to 
Texas,  locating  at  Eagle  Lake,  Colorado  county,  where 
he  attended  the  high  school,  sui)sequently  completing  his 
education  at  the  university  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science. 
He  then  returned  to  Eagle  Lake,  Texas,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  the  retail  drug  business  there  several  years, 
during  which  time  he  mastered  the  ins  and  outs  of  that 
line  of  endeavor  and  got  a  good  start  in  the  business 
world.  Seeking  a  larger  field  for  the  exercise  of  his 
talents,  he  came  to  Houston,  taking  a  position  with  the 
Houston  Drug  Company,  with  which  he  remained  for 
several  years,  giving  his  employers  eminent  satisfaction. 
Later  he  became  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Standard 
Milling  Company  of  Houston.  In  the  early  fall  of  1906 
he  organized  the  Southern  Drug  Company  of  1214-1218 
Franklin  avenue,  Houston.  Under  his  able  management 
and  indomitable  energy  it  has  forged  to  the  front  until 
today  it  ranks  among  the  largest  and  most  successful 
wholesale  drug  houses  in  the  Southwest,  and  does  an 
annual  business  of  very  large  proportions,  its  trade  ex- 
tending over  a  very  extensive  territory.  Prompt,  honest 
and  courteous  service  has  been  the  aim  of  the  manage- 
ment, and  a  mammoth  and  carefully  selected  stock  of  all 
kinds  of  drugs  and  drug  sundries  is  carried. 

In  1911  Mr.  Gilmer  was  president  of  the  Houston 
Bankers,  Jobbers  and  Manufacturers'  Association,  and 
in  1912  he  was  vice  president  of  the  National  Wholesale 
Druggists'  Association.  For  several  years  he  was  a 
director  of  the  Houston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  is 
president  of  the  same  for  1913.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Houston  Board  of  School  Trustees.  In  all  these  positions 
of  trust  he  has  given  eminent  satisfaction  to  all  con- 
cerned, discharging  his  duties  ably  and  conscientiously, 

■  Fraternally,  Mr^  Gilmer  belongs  to  the  Scottish  Rite 
Masons,  having  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the 
same;  also  belongs  to  El  Mina  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
He  is  vice  president  of  the  Houston  Club,  of  which  he 
has  been  an  active  member  for  some  time ;  also  a  member 
of  the  Houston  Country  Club,  of  which  he  was  one  of 
the  organizers.  He  is"a  charter  member  of  the  Thalian 
Club  of  Houston.  He  is  a  member  and  a  director  in 
1912  of  the  No-Tsu-Oh  Association  of  Houston. 

Mr.  Gilmer's  attractive  residence  is  located  at  3402 
Garrott  avenue,  Houston,  and  is  presided  over  with  grace 
and  hospitality  by  a  lady  of  culture  and  many  com- 
mendable characteristics,  known  in  her  maidenhood  as 
Miss  Edna  Daffan,  whom  Mr.  Gilmer  married  on  June  7, 
1905.  She  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Col.  L.  A.  Daflfan. 
This  union  has  been  graced  by  the  birth  of  two  children, 
namely:  Lawrence  A.  Daffan  Gilmer  and  Edna  Daffan 
Gilmer. 

Personally,  Mr.  Gilmer  is  a  gentleman  of  pleasing 
address,  genial,  obliging  and  unassuming,  a  splendid  type 
of  the  successful,  self-made  young  business  man  of  the 
twentieth  century. 

James  S.  Kendall.  The  leading  lawyer  in  Munday, 
Texas,  and  one  of  the  most  successful  attorneys  in 
Knox  county,  is  James  S.  Kendall.  He  has  only  been 
located  in  Munday  for  a  short  time  but  he  has  a  good 
practice  and  has  made  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  Mr. 
Kendall,  although  not  a  native  of  Texas,  has  been  bred 
in  the  state  and  is  an  enthusiastic  champion  of  this  sec- 


tion of  the  Union.  He  is  a  lawyer  of  wide  experience, 
and  is  well  known  for  his  careful  preparation  and  the 
conscientious  work  which  he  gives  to  his  cases  outside 
of  the  court  room  as  well  as  for  the  able  manner  in 
which  he  handles  eases  before  the  bar. 

James  S.  Kendall  was  born  in  Independence  county, 
Arkansas,  on  the  21st  of  August,  1876.  He  lived  in 
Arkansas  until  he  was  ten  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Texas.  His  father,  Samuel  G.  Ken- 
dall, was  born  in  the  state  of  Arkansas  and  came  to 
Texas  in  1887.  He  followed  farming  both  before  and 
after  coming  to  Texas  and  was  also  interested  in  real 
estate  investments.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  Mr. 
Kendall  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  as  a  member 
of  the  Tenth  Arkansas  Infantry.  He  saw  much  active 
service  and  among  the  important  engagements  in  which 
he  participated  was  the  Battle  of  Shiloh.  Mr.  Kendall 
was  very  active  politically,  being  a  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  In  religious  matters  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  church.  He  died  in  1898  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  H.  Wyatt,  after 
moving  to  Arkansas.  She  was  born  in  Tennessee  and 
like  her  husband  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist church.  She  died  in  1907  at  the  age  of  sixty-six, 
and  is  buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  Decatur, 
Texas. 

Of  the  eight  children  born  to  Samuel  and  Sarah  Ken- 
dall, James  S.  Kendall  was  the  fifth.  He  went  to  school 
in  Arkansas  first  and  later  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Texas.  He  completed  the  high  school  course  at  De- 
catur and  then  left  school  to  accept  a  position  in  a 
dry  goods  store.  He  was  seventeen  years  of  age  at  this 
time  and  his  salary  at  the  start  was  forty-five  dollars  a 
month,  a  good  beginning  for  a  young  boy.  After  about 
eighteen  months  of  this  work  he  went  into  an  abstract 
office  where  he  worked  until  1897.  It  was  during  this 
period  of  his  life  that  he  took  up  the  study  of  law 
and  in  1897  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

He  immediately  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Decatur, 
continuing  his  abstract  business  at  the  same  time.  In 
1901  he  left  his  home  to'mi  and  went  to  Eobert  Lee, 
Texas,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  for 
three  years.  His  next  move  took  him  to  Tahoka  where 
he  only  practiced  his  profession  for  a  year  before  going 
to  Vernon,  Texas.  After  a  year  in  this  place  he  came 
to  Knox  county  and  located  in  Benjamin,  the  county 
seat.  For  six  years  he  was  here  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  law  and  in  the  real  estate  business.  Then  in  Novem- 
ber, 1912,  he  came  to  Munday  and  established  himself 
in  practice  here.  He  has  been  elected  city  attorney  of 
Munday  and  has  a  growing  practice. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kendall  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  takes  a  very  active  interest  in  both  local  and 
national  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  in  the  fraternal  world  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  of  the  Red  Men.  He  is  also 
an  active  member  of  the  Commercial  Club  of  Munday. 

Mr.  Kendall  was  married  in  Knox  county,  on  the  27th 
of  June,  1909.  to  Miss  Flora  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Smith,  who  were  formerly  of  Missis- 
sippi. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kendall  have  had  two  children 
born  to  them,  as  follows:  Walter  Gaynor  and  Edna 
Arlene. 

Hon.  Clark  C.  Wren.  The  first  judge  to  be  appointed 
to  preside  over  the  newly  created  Harris  County  court  at 
law,  Mr.  Clark  C.  Wren,  has  been  once  elected  by  popular 
vote  to  that  office,  and  it  is  largely  through  his  capable 
judicial  administration  that  the  court  has  so  well  ful- 
filled the  high  expectations  entertained  for  it,  and  in 
that  position  he  has  strengthened  his  position  as  one  of 
the  brilliant  lawyers  of  the  state.  Judge  Wren  is  still  a 
young  man,  thirty-six  years  of  age,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  when  only  nineteen. 

Born  at  Galveston,  Texas,  May  25,  1877,  Clark  C. 
Wren  is  a  son  of  Powhatan  S.  and  Mattie   (Campbell) 
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Wren.  Through  his  mother  he  is  a  great-great-grandson 
of  General  Elijah  Clark,  who  won  distinction  in  the  Eevo- 
lutionary  war.  Judge  Wren's  father  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, was  captain  in  a  Virginia  regiment  during  the 
war  between  the  states,  came  to  Texas  about  1867,  and 
located  in  Galveston,  where  he  acquired  prominence  in 
politics.  He  served  as  city  clerk  during  1878-80,  and 
resigned  to  take  the  position  of  county  clerk  of  Galveston 
county.  Then  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  deputy 
internal  revenue  collector  for  that  district.  In  August, 
1903,  P.  S.  Wren  moved  to  Arizona  territory,  which  has 
since  been  his  home.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  first 
state  legislature  of  Arizona. 

Clark  C.  Wren  grew  up  at  Galveston,  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  became  a 
regular  wage  earner  and  has  since  paid  his  own  way  in 
the  world.  As  a  boy  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  at 
home,  and  in  1896,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  w^as  admitted 
to  the  bar.  For  the  active  prosecution  of  his  work  as  a 
lawyer  he  moved  out  to  San  Angelo,  and  remained  there 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American  war.  His 
record  in  that  war  was  made  with  the  Third  Texas  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  he  served  as  sergeant  of  Company  E. 
Soon  after  his  discharge  from  military  service  in  1899 
Mr.  Wren  was  diverted  from  the  law  into  a  profession 
for  which  he  had  long  manifested  decided  talent,  being 
for  about  five  years  in  theatrical  work  and  traveling  as 
an  actor  throughout  tin-  I'liited  States.  Though  the 
duties  of  his  work  wi'ic  ,ii  .liions.  he  found  time  to  take 
up  and  complete  a  cmii-c  wiili  ih.'  Sprague  Correspond- 
ence School  of  Law.  In  I'JOi  Mr.  Wren  located  perma- 
nently in  Houston  and  took  up  the  practice  of  law. 

He  soon  gained  recognition  as  one  of  the  able  young 
attorneys,  and  at  the  same  time  was  drawn  somewhat  into 
the  field  of  politics.  In  1908  he  made  an  unsuccessful 
campaign  for  the  office  of  state  senator  against  F.  C. 
Hume,  Jr.  In  1910,  after  the  legislature  had  created  the 
Harris  County  Conrt  at  law,  he  was  appointed  judge  of 
the  court.  This  honor  came  without  any  solicitation  on 
his  part,  and  in  1912  the  citizens  of  the  county  elected 
him  for  continued  service  in  that  ofiice  without  any  oppo- 
sition. Judge  Wren  affiliates  with  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men. 

On  February  3,  1909,  Judge  Wren  married  Miss  Mamie 
Culpepper.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Horace  Culpepper  of 
Houston,  and  is  related  to  the  famous  Culpepper  family 
of  Virginia.  The  Judge  and  wife  have  two  children : 
Mary  Martha  Wren  and  Clark  C.  Wren,  Jr.  The  family 
home  is  at  2704  Milam  street. 

Marcus  O.  Wright,  M.  D.  A  physician  and  surgeon 
of  El  Paso  since  1896,  Dr.  Wright  is  one  of  the  oldest 
.established  men  in  medical  practice  in  the  city,  only 
three  other  physicians  having  been  here  longer  than  he 
has.  In  his  chosen  vocation  he  has  been  unusually  suc- 
cessful, has  built  up  a  large  practice,  and  through  his 
faithful  service  as  a  physician  has  done  much  for  the 
community  with  which  he  has  been  identified  for  upwards 
of  twenty  years. 

Marcus  O.  Wright  was  born  in  Morgan  county,  Ala- 
bama, December  23,  1859.  He  was  tie  only  son  of  Wil- 
liam A.  and  Martha  (Ferguson)  Wright,  his  father  being 
a  native  of  Georgia  and  his  mother  of  North  Carolina. 
His  father  was  a  slave  owner  and  planter  in  Alabama, 
and  when  the  Civil  war  came  on  he  entered  the  Con- 
federate service,  was  taken  prisoner  during  one  of  the 
campaigns  in  which  he  was  engaged,  was  sent  to  Fort 
Delaware,  and  died  in  that  Federal  prison  in  1864,  when 
forty-five  years  of  age.  The  mother  died  at  the  old 
home  place  in  Morgan  county,  Alabama,  in  1898,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two. 

Dr.  Wright  attained  his  early  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  county,  and  spent  his  years  of  boyhood  and 
youth  on  the  plantation,  assisting  in  its  operation  for  a 
number  of  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  entered 
Tulane  University,  in  the  Medical  Department,  and  was 


graduated  M.  D.  in  1886.  All  his  practice  had  been  in 
Texas,  and  his  first  location  was  at  Bartlett,  where  he 
had  an  oflice  from  1886  until  1892.  Several  years  after 
that  were  spent  in  Las  Vegas,  Hot  Springs,  New  Mexico, 
and  for  two  years  he  was  in  practice  at  Alpine,  Texas. 
Then  in  1896  he  established  his  office  at  El  'Paso,  and  has 
given  all  his  time  to  general  practice.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  El  Paso  County  and  the  State  Medical  Societies 
and  the  American  Medical  Association.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  though  without  active  participation  in 
party  affairs.  Dr.  Wright  is  a  member  of  the  El  Paso 
Country  Club  and  the  Toltec  Club. 

At  Bartlett,  Texas,  in  October,  1885,  the  doctor  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Moss,  daughter  of  Augustus  and  Dorcas 
(Kay)  Moss.  Mrs.  Wright  is  a  native  of  Texas  and  of 
an  old  Alabama  family.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
children.  Hugh  Wright,  the  elder,  born  at  Bartlett 
April  21,  1887,  is  now  a  practicing  mining  engineer  and 
a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Texas.  Clark  Wright 
was  born  December  22,  1893,  at  Las  Vegas  Hot  Springs, 
in  New  Mexico.  Dr.  Wright  owns  an  attractive  home  at 
1418  Montana  street.  Outside  of  his  regular  practice  he 
is  examining  physician  for  some  of  the  old-line  life 
insurance  companies,  and  his  office  is  at  215  Caples 
building.  Dr.  Wright  deserves  much  credit  for  his  suc- 
cess smee  he  began  making  his  own  way  when  fifteen 
years  of  age,  paid  his  own  tuition  through  college,  and 
has  always  relied  upon  his  own  energy  and  ability  to  get 
ahead  in  the  world. 

Edgar  D.  Park.  Coming  to  El  Paso  several  years  ago 
as  an  employe  of  the  Wells,  Fargo  &  Company  Express, 
Mr.  Park  has  since  engaged  in  business  for  himself  and 
is  one  of  the  young  and  very  enterprising  business  build- 
ers of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Pulaski,  Teniu.^s.-e 
April  24,  1887,  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  I'l.i.n  .InMivn 
born  to  William  J.  and  Lulu  (Belew)  Park.  I.oili  ii:iti\rs 

of   Tennessee.     The  father  was  of   Englisl I   s.-,,t.h 

ancestry,  and  his  grandfather  had  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  father  was  a  planter,  and 
came  to  Texas  in  1893,  locating  at  Winters,  where  he  now 
resides.  The  mother  represents  one  of  the  old  families 
of  Tennessee,  and  in  the  different  generations  it  has 
furnished  soldiers  to  the  Revolution,  to  the  War  of  1812 
and  to  the  Civil  war. 

Edgar  D.  Park  was  reared  in  Texas  from  the  age  of 
six  years,  and  such  education  as  he  obtained  was  in  the 
country  schools.  Most  of  his  training  was  through  expe- 
rience, and  he  has  succeeded  none.the  worse  apparently 
for  lack  of  what  are  popularly  regarded  as  the  best 
advantages  of  books  and  schools.  Up  to  the  time  he  was 
eighteen  he  lived  on  a  farm,  and  his  first  position  after 
leaving  home  was  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  in  his 
home  county.  He  then  went  with  the  Wells-Fargo  Com- 
pany Express  for  two  years,  and  was  sent  by  that  com- 
pany to  El  Paso  in  1909.  Since  that  time  he  has  broad- 
ened out  into  larger  fields  of  independent  enterprise.  In 
1910  he  established  the  Park  Brothers  Realty  Company, 
and  that  is  now  one  of  the  leading  firms  of  the  kind 
in  El  Paso.  He  has  established  the  Texas  Fibre  Machine 
Manufacturing  Company  and  the  Mexican  Indian  Drawn 
Work  Company,  both  being  practical  and  successful 
enterprises. 

Mr.  Park  is  an  independent  in  politics.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  El  Paso,  October  29,  1911,  to  Miss  Jo  Wilson,  who 
was  born  in  Morrisonville,  Illinois,  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
Wilson.  Mr.  Park  has  his  offices  at  400  North  Oregon 
street.  His  chief  diversions,  aside  from  business,  are 
hunting  and  fishing. 

Harris  Krupp.  One  of  the  prominent  figures  in  the 
mercantile  circles  of  El  Paso  is  Harris  Kruj)p,  a  gentle- 
man of  exceptional  business  discernment  and  managerial 
ability  who  very  worthily  represents  the  progressive 
spirit  that  characterizes  the  business  activity  of  this 
thriving  city  of  the  southwest.     He  represents  that  tyjje 
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of  the  wellbred,  foreign-born  American  citizen  whose 
vigor,  ambition  and  well-directed  activities  have  added 
so  much  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  our  nation. 
Mr.  Krupp  came  to  America  a  youth  in  his  middle  teens 
and  for  his  progress  in  life  he  has  relied  on  his  own 
resources  of  pn  active  mind,  clear  and  ready  judgment, 
a  forceful  purpose  and  fine  principles  of  business  and 
personal  honor.  He  settled  permanently  in  El  Paso, 
Texas,  twenty  years  ago  and  in  that  score  of  years  he 
has  shared  the  business  growth  and  prosperity  of  this 
city,  contributing  the  while  his  best  energies  and  abilities 
to  that  end,  and  today  he  is  one  of  the  substantial  men 
of  El  Paso. 

Harris  Krupp  was  born  December  15,  1862,  in  Poland, 
of  which  country  both  of  his  parents  were  natives. 
Abraham  Krupp,  the  father,  deceased  in  1911,  spent  his 
business  career  as  a  merchant  in  his  native  land  and 
was  fairly  successful.  Mary  Krupp,  the  mother,  is  yet 
living  and  continues  to  reside  in  Poland. 

Harris  is  the  sixth  of  the  seven  children  of  these 
parents.  He  grew  up  to  his  sixteenth  year  in  his  native 
land  and  there  received  his  education.  On  July  1,  1878, 
at  New  York  City,  he  first  stepped  on  the  shore  of 
America,  the  land  famed  for  opportunity,  and  after  a 
three  months'  visit  with  an  elder  brother  in  that  city 
he  set  about  to  try  out  his  own  fortunes.  Securing  em- 
ployment in  a  photographers'  shop  as  a  salesman  for 
photo  enlargements,  he  followed  that  line  of  busi- 
ness successfully  for  nine  years,  during  which  time 
he  saved  considerable  money.  He  then  came  west,  first 
settling  in  Illinois  and  then  later  in  Kansas,  but  the 
spring  of  1888  found  him  in  El  Paso,  Texas.  He  re- 
mained but  a  short  time,  however,  and  from  there  went 
to  Arizona,  where  continued  his  home  some  four  years. 
In  1892  he  returned  to  El  Paso.  With  a  small  capital 
of  $150  he  opened  up  a  small  clothing  store,  the  begin- 
ning of  his  present  business  at  107  San  Antonio  street, 
and  of  what  is  today  one  of  the  largest  gents'  furnish- 
ing establishments  in  the  city  of  El  Paso,  with  annual 
sales  averaging  $40,000.  No  magic  wand  has  brought 
about  this  result,  but  it  has  come  through  an  advantage- 
ous location  and  through  years  of  untiring  effort  and 
wise  and  careful  business  management  on  the  part  of 
Mr  Krupp.  He  carries  no  outside  interests  but  con- 
tinues to  give  his  whole  attention  to  this  very  successful 
business.  In  political  views  he  leans  toward  the  Re- 
publican party  but  he  exercises  his  voting  rights  m  ac- 
cord with  his  own  progressive  belief  that  power  of  efii- 
cieney  and  not  party  affiliations  should  determine  the 
man  for  the  ofiiee.  He  is  prominently  aflSliated  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity  as  a  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  ?nd 
as  a  thirty-second  degree  Scottish  Eite  Mason  and  he  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  Mr.  Krupp  is  of  the  Jewish  faith  and  is  a 
member  and  a  trustee  of  Mount  Sinai  Temple  in  El  Paso. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Krupp  was  solemnized  at  ban 
Antonio,  Texas,  September  19,  1897,  and  united  him  to 
Miss  Hulda  Zlabovski,  who  was  born  in  Russia  and 
came  to  America  at  the  age  of  eight  years  with  her 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abraham  Zlabovski.  Mr  and 
Mrs  Krupp  have  five  children:  Paul,  born  July  16, 
1898-  Ida,  born  June  11,  1900;  Lester,  born  June  23, 
1901-  Ephraim,  born  January  29,  1905.  and  Leon,  born 
March  4,  1909.  The  fireside  of  this  family  is  in  their 
own  home  at  326  Tipson  street. 

Joseph  Hill  McCraCKEN,  M.  D.  A  career  of  useful 
activitv  largelv  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  fellowmen 
has  been  that  of  Dr.  McCraeken  of  Mineral  Wells  where 
he  located  more  than  twenty  years  ago.  Dr.  McCracUen 
is  now  one  of  the  oldest  physicians  in  point  of  years 
of  practice  in  his  part  of  the  state,  and  one  of  the  best 
examples  of  that  ideal  type  of  the  country  doctor,  whose 
services  are  marked  by  faithful  character  and  a  certain 
high  ability  and  skill  which  give  a  physician  his  ehiet 
value  to  the  community. 


Joseph  Hill  McCraeken  was  born  In  the  little  village 
of  Springtown,  Parker  county,  Texas,  October  1,  1867. 
His  parents  were  William  M.  and  Elizabeth  Jane  (Doak) 
McCraeken.  The  doctor  is  of  Scotch-Irish  stock,  and 
his  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  went  with 
his  parents  in  his  early  years  to  Washington  county, 
Arkansas.  The  Doak  family  also  moved  to  that  same 
section,  and  there  the  two  young  people  formed  an  ac- 
quaintance which  ripened  into  a  happy  marriage.  In 
1858  they  moved  to  Texas,  and  located  at  Springtown  in 
Parker  county,  then  on  the  extreme  western  frontier. 
In  the  years  during  the  CivU  war  decade  and  for  some 
time  afterward,  all  of  Parker  county  was  exposed  to 
the  constantly  recurring  outrages  of  Indians  and  out- 
laws, and  the  residents  had  to  be  constantly  vigilant 
to  protect  both  their  own  lives  and  their  property  from 
the  raiding  bands  which  crossed  the  country  every  few 
months.  At  one  time  the  McCraeken  ranch  was  raided, 
and  a  large  herd  of  fine  horses  and  two  hundred  and 
fifty  cattle  were  carried  away.  The  only  animals  left 
to  perform  the  farm  labor  were  a  few  old  steers,  and 
one  fine  brood  mare  was  kept  concealed  from  the  In- 
dians by  tying  her  behind  the  bank  of  a  creek.  One 
night,  in  trying  to  get  down  to  the  water  for  drink, 
she  became  entangled  in  the  rope,  and  was  drowned. 
The  doctor's  father  hauled  lumber  from  eastern  Texas 
in  an  ox  wagon  in  order  to  build  his  first  house  in  that 
part  of  Parker  county.  The  father  was  a  fine  type  of 
the  old  west  Texas  pioneer.  During  the  early  days 
he  served  as  a  guard  under  Captain  Walker  Baylor 
and  did  much  to  protect  the  early  settlers  from  incur- 
sions of  Indians  and  outlaws.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
was  a  true  friend  to  all  the  families  whose  husbands 
and  fathers  had  gone  away  to  fight  the  cause  of  the 
South.  He  supplied  many  a  home  with  provisions,  and 
his  many  kindly  acts  caused  his  memory  to  endure  grate- 
fully long  after  his  death. 

Dr.  McCraeken  had  many  obstacles  to  contend  with  in 
his  advancement  toward  a  professional  career.  The 
country  schools  provided  him  with  only  limited  educa- 
tion, and  much  of  the  time  while  school  was  in  session, 
his  services  were  needed  on  the  home  farm.  His  brother 
John  W.  McCraeken  was  the  founder  and  builder  of 
College  Hill  Institute,  and  for  two  terms  the  doctor  at- 
tended that  school.  With  that  schooling  he  applied  for 
the  position  of  master  of  a  country  school,  and  was 
given  the  promise  of  the  same  upon  condition  that  he 
could  produce  a  second  grade  certificate.  This  certifi- 
cate was  given  him  by  the  examiners,  the  trustees 
failed  to  live  up  to  their  promise,  and  then  young 
McCraeken  went  on  with  his  studies.  He  had  already 
determined  upon  a  career  in  medicine,  and  in  the 
meantime  took  up  the  study  of  anatomy  and  physiology, 
under  Doctors  O.  G.  Peterson  and  John  W.  Liles.  About 
that  time,  1887,  occurred  one  of  the  greatest  droughts 
in  west  Texas,  and  as  a  result  his  father  was  unable 
to  assist  him  to  proceed  with  his  studies  in  college. 
In  such  a  situation  he  determined  to  get  a  country 
school.  A  school  was  promised  him  on  the  understand- 
ing that  he  should  furnish  under  examination  a  first- 
grade  certificate.  The  examination  was  given  and  was 
one  of  the  most  rigid  ever  held  in  Texas  up  to  that 
time.  Curiously  enough  the  doctor  failed  of  a  first- 
grade  certificate  because  of  his  marks  on  physiology, 
which  at  that  time  was  a  new  branch  recently  introduced 
into  the  curriculum.  However,  the  trustees  finally  em- 
ploved  Mr.  McCraeken  at  a  salary  of  forty  dollars  a 
month  for  a  three-months'  term.  When  that  was  con- 
cluded, since  the  results  of  the  previous  droughts  were 
still  felt  in  the  community,  Dr.  McCraeken  determined 
not  to  go  away  to  medical  school,  but  to  take  six  weeks' 
study  in  the  Normal  School  at  Decatur.  For  a  time  he 
rode  hack  and  forth  under  the  hot  summer  sun  in  search 
of  a  school  and  as  a  result  was  taken  ill  and  lost  four 
weeks  from  his  studies,  and  when  he  entered  the  normal 
it   closed   three    days   later.      Turning   in   1 
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tion  papers  be  told  the  professor  that  if  be  was  not 
given  a  mark  of  one  hundred  on  physiology  it  would  be 
an  act  of  injustice  to  him  since  he  knew  more  on  that 
branch  than  the  entire  faculty  of  instruction.  His  aver- 
age of  studies  was  ninety-two  and  a  fraction,  and  thus 
he  obtained  a  normal  certificate.  After  six  months  of 
teaching,  the  doctor  took  his  savings  and  entered  the 
University  of  Tennessee  to  attend  his  first  lectures.  On 
returning  from  the  first  year  of  medical  college,  his  cash 
capital  amounted  to  only  fifteen  dollars.  It  was  a 
case  of  necessity  with  him  that  be  should  at  once  get 
into  practical  work,  and  so  be  applied  to  Dr.  John 
Embry,  member  of  the  board  of  medical  examiners  at 
Decatur,  who  appropriated  ten  dollars  from  the  total 
fifteen  and  after  getting  a  promise  of  five  dollars  more 
gave  the  doctor  a  temporary  license  to  practice. 

Dr.  McCracken  with  his  license  then  located  at  Willow 
Point  in  Wise  county.  No  other  doctor  was  located 
within  five  miles,  and  in  that  rural  community,  he  started 
out  to  give  his  services  and  get  his  first  fees.  In  a 
few  months  he  bad  been  able  to  collect  some  six  or  seven 
hundred  dollars  from  his  practice  and  determined  to  re- 
sume his  medical  lectures.  A  few  days  before  setting 
out  for  school  his  wife,  a  brave  and  courageous  young 
woman  who  had  willingly  endured  the  hardships  en- 
countered by  her  husband,  gave  birth  to  a  baby  girl  and 
that  circumstance  and  the  illness  of  his  wife  kept  him 
from  school  for  a  time.  Dr.  McCracken  on  resuming  his 
lectures  gave  close  attention  to  his  work  and  was  grad- 
uated in  1891,  with  the  honor  of  M.  D.  Worthily  gained 
and  justly  awarded. 

After  a  brief  period  of  practice  in  Wise  county.  Dr. 
McCracken  moved  on  February  20,  1892,  to  Mineral 
Wells,  and  on  the  ninth  of  May  in  the  same  year  lost 
all  his  accumulations  by  fire.  Nothing  was  left  except 
his  little  family  and  seventy  dollars  and  a  few  cents  in 
cash,  with  a  debt  of  seventy-five  dollars  against  him. 
All  the  previous  years  of  hardships  had  prepared  the 
doctor  for  such  reverses,  and  having  always  been  a  man 
of  honor,  ready  to  serve  his  friends  and  neighbors  when 
in  misfortune,  he  now  found  that  the  bread  cast  upon 
the  waters  had  returned  to  him  in  the  form  of  prac- 
tical helpfulness  in  bis  own  misfortune.  Dr.  McCracken 
has  always  been  fortunate  in  bis  friends,  and  the  ties 
of  fellowship  strongly  knit  in  the  early  days  still  bind. 
In  his  professional  career  he  has  always  been  liberal, 
has  worked  conscientiously,  and  has  served  both  the 
poor  and  rich  without  respect  to  his  fees.  It  has  been 
his  motto  from  early  life  to  meet  all  obligations  and 
make  every  promise  good. 

In  1895  Dr.  McCracken  took  a  post-graduate  course 
in  New  Orleans,  another  in  New  York  in  1901,  and  then 
attended  the  New  Orleans  school  again.  On  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  State  Medical  Society,  Dr.  McCracken 
was  one  of  the  first  councilors  in  the  organization  of 
that  body,  and  organized  the  Thirteenth  District  into 
medical  societies.  For  three  years  he  served  on  the 
board  of  councilors,  was  the  first  president  of  the 
Palo  Pinto  County  Medical  Society,  and  was  recently 
elected  president  of  the  Northwest  District  Medical 
Association.  He  is  vice  president  of  the  State  Medi- 
cal Association,  and  after  the  death  of  the  lamented 
president,  Dr.  David  Fly  was  chosen  by  the  board  of 
councilors  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term.  At  the  end 
of  that  term  be  was  elected  delegate  to  the  American 
Medical  Association.  For  six  years  Dr.  McCracken  was 
health  officer  of  Palo  Pinto  county,  resigning  to  accept 
the  post  of  city  health  officer,  in  which  capacity  he  stm 
serves. 

In  the  public  life  of  Mineral  Wells  and  community 
Dr.  McCracken  has  long  been  an  active  factor.  Frater- 
nally his  membership  is  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  he  is 
a  deacon  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  belongs  to  the  Com- 
mercial Club  of  Mineral  Wells,  and  to  the  Ex-Presidents' 
Medical  Association  of  Texas.  The  doctor  is  a  director 
in  the  First  State  Bank  &  Trust  Company  of  Mineral 


Wells.      His   political    support    has    always    been    given 
to  the  dominant  party  in  Texas. 

Dr.  McCracken 's  first  marriage  occurred  in  Wise 
county,  May  17,  1889,  when  Miss  Nettie  Greenfield  be- 
came bis  wife.  _Her  parents  were  Captain  J.  W.  and 
MatUda  (Bogy)  Greenfield,  who  came  from  Pine  Bluif, 
Arkansas,  and  located  at  Willow. Point  in  Wise  county, 
Texas.  Her  father  before  the  war  was  a  planter  and 
slave  owner.  Mrs.  McCracken  died  in  November,  1S92, 
and  was  followed  by  her  only  child  seven  weeks  later. 
On  October  15,  1895,  the  doctor  was  married  to  Miss 
Marie  Sue  WUlson,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Jefferson  and 
Maggie  L.  (Loving)  WUlson.  Her  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  Tennessee,  and  her  mother  was  born  in  Texas. 
During  the  war  Thomas  J.  Willson  was  a  soldier  on  the 
Confederate  side.  Two  sons  and  two  daughters  have 
been  born  to  the  second  marriage  of  Dr.  McCracken. 
Margaret  is  thirteen  years  of  age;  Joseph  Hill,  Jr.,  aged 
eleven;  Tom  WiUson,  aged  nine,  and  Mary  Sue,  aged 
four.     The  three  older  children  are  now  in  school. 

Cyrus  Coffin  Baxxinger  is  one  of  the  representative 
business  men  of  El  Paso,  who  may  also  be  termed  one 
of  its  pioneers,  having  first  become  identified  with  this 
city  some  thirty  years  ago  and  having  been  a  continuous 
resident  of  it  during  the  last  score  of  years.  He  is  of 
French  descent  and  was  born  January  19,  1859,  near 
Greensborough,  Guilford  county.  North  Carolina.  Yan- 
cey Ballinger,  bis  father,  deceased  at  Greensborough  in 
1891,  when  sixty-six  years  of  age,  also  was  a  North  Caro- 
linian by  birth  and  came  of  Quaker  parentage.  The 
latter  was  quite  successful  as  a  business  man,  was  a 
stock  dealer  and  large  land  owner,  and  at  bis  death  left 
a  very  comfortable  estate  to  his  children.  Besides  the 
heritage  of  a  large  plantation,  which  he  stiU  owns,  Cyrus 
C.  received  from  his  father  that  practical  business  train- 
ing that  is  an  asset  of  even  more  value  as  capital  than 
is  money.  During  the  Civil  war  Yancey  Ballinger  was  a 
Union  sympathizer,  but  he  did  not  participate  in  the 
conflict,  for  while  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  Friends 
church  he  liad  been  reared  in  its  faith  and  still  held  to 
its  belief  regarding  war.  Naomi  Coflin,  who  became  bis 
wife,  was  born  in  the  same  state  and  county  as  her 
husband  and  grew  to  womanhood  on  a  farm  less  than  a 
mile  distant  from  that  on  which  he  was  reared.  She  died 
in  188S,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  Seven  children 
were  the  issue  of  this  union. 

Cyrus  C,  the  fourth  in  birth  in  this  family,  grew  up 
at  the  paternal  homestead  and  spent  his  youth  assisting 
his  father  in  his  farm  work  and  stock  business.  To  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  was  educated  at  Guilford  College, 
in  his  native  North  Carolina  county,  which  institution 
was  under  the  auspices  of  the  Friends  denomination. 
He  began  life  on  his  own  account  at  the  age  of  twenty 
when  he  and  an  older  brother  engaged  in  the  business 
of  distilling  turpentine.  They  operated  in  Moore  county, 
North  Carolina,  and  were  quite  successful,  but  in  1884 
Cyrus  C.  determined  to  pursue  his  fortunes  in  the  newer 
state  of  Texas  and  at  that  time  removed  to  El  P.aso, 
which  then  boasted  a  population  of  about  five  thousand 
people.  For  the  first  twenty-five  months  in  the  west  he 
was  in  the  employ  of  Coffin  &  Seaton,  which  firm  was 
engaged  in  the  grain  business  at  El  Paso ;  then  he 
pushed  farther  west  to  New  Mexico,  where  for  six  years 
he  was  engaged  in  the  stock  business,  raising  cattle  and 
horses.  He  returned  to  El  Paso  from  there  in  1893 
and  opened  the  El  Paso  Livery  and  Sales  Stables,  which 
establishment  he  continued  to  own  and  operate  for  five 
years.  On  disposing  of  that  property  be  engaged  in  the 
transfer  business  and  was  thus  identified  until  1911,  when 
he  once  more  entered  the  livery  business  and  established 
the  Palace  Stables  at  307  South  Santa  Fe  street,  of  which 
he  is  the  sole  proprietor  and  which  is  the  largest  livery 
and  sales  barn  in  El  Paso.  Mr  Ballinger  has  most 
legitimate  claims  to  success;  for  bis  assets  in  making  his 
way  in  life  have  been  largely  those  of  bis  own  resources. 
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the  employment  of  an  alert  and  shrewd  business  acumen 
and  a  large  capacity  for  hard  work.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican  and  his  religious  belief  is  expressed  by  mem- 
bership in  the  Presbyterian  church. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Ballinger  took  place  in  El  Paso, 
Texas,  February  26,  1899,  and  united  him  to  Miss 
Phoene  Wercklre,  a  native  of  Indiana  and  a  daughter 
of  John  Frederick  Wercklre.  Mrs.  Ballinger  died  Nov. 
28,  1913.  The  family  residence  is  at  1115  West  Kansas 
street  and  their  family  circle  includes  four  sons,  Paul, 
Joseph,  Philip  and  John,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  El 
Paso. 

NuMA  G.  BdchOZ.  a  prominent  and  long  established 
real  estate  man  of  El  Paso,  Mr.  Buchoz  has  been  identi- 
fied with  this  city  in  a  successful  and  public  spirited 
manner  for  many  years,  and  is  numbered  among  the  citi- 
zens who  have  been  instrumental  in  helping  promote 
many  projects  for  the  upbuilding  and  progress  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  Buchoz,  though  born  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan, 
November  11,  1875,  represents  one  of  the  oldest  American 
families  of  the  southwest.  His  mother.  Marguerite  E. 
Buchoz  was  born  in  Messilla,  New  Mexico,  and  his  father, 
Alfred  J.  Buchoz,  born  in  New  York  City,  came  to  Texas 
as  a  post  trader  at  Fort  Davis  in  the  very  early  days  of 
western  Texas,  a  number  of  years  before  any  railroads 
or  other  evidence  of  civilization  except  a  few  military 
posts  and  a  few  range  cattlemen  had  appeared  in  this 
western  country.  Alfred  J.  Buchoz  was  married  while 
making  his  headquarters  at  Fort  Davis,  and  after  the 
marriage  he  returned  east  and  located  in  Michigan.  His 
death  occurred  at  Las  Cruces  New  Mexico,  in  1895  when 
sixty  years  of  age.  The  mother  is  still  living  in  El  Paso, 
being  seventy-five  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Numa  G.  Buchoz,  who  was  the  sixth  in  a  family 
of  eight  children,  was  reared  in  the  southwest,  and  at- 
tained most  of  his  education  at  the  A.  &  M.  College 
at  Messilla  Park,  New  Mexico.  He  graduated  from  col- 
lege in  a  general  course  in  1894,  and  as  soon  as  he  left 
school  his  active  career  began.  He  became  deputy  dis- 
trict clerk  at  Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico,  and  held  that 
office  for  two  years.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile lines  being  employed  with  a  store  for  a  year, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  came  to  El  Paso  to  take 
charge  of  the  Union  Clothing  Company's  business.  He 
was  connected  with  that  firm  for  a  total  period  of  seven 
years  and  developed  the  store  to  be  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  popular  in  this  city.  On  leaving  this  business 
he  entered  the  customs  service,  as  special  deputy  col- 
lector and  was  identified  with  this  branch  of  the  Federal 
service  for  five  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  business  with  Mr.  Schuster  and 
Mr.  Kinne.  Their  association  has  been  productive  of  a 
large  and  prosperous  business,  and  their  firm  is  now 
regarded  as  in  the  front  ranks  of  real  estate  companies 
in  Western  Texas.  Their  speciality  is  the  handling  of 
Mexican  and  Valley  lands.  , 

Mr.  Buchoz  in  politics  is  a  Eepublican,  and  is  affili- 
ated with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
He  was  married  at  El  Paso,  July  23,  1901,  to  Miss  Alice 
Maple,  who  was  born  in  Warrensburg,  Missouri.  Her 
father  is  now  deceased,  and  her  mother 's  name  is  Levina 
P  Maple.  Mr.  Buchoz  has  a  large  acquaintance  over  the 
western  part  of  Texas  and  is  a  strong  advocate  of  all 
movements  for  the  development  and  improvement  of  this 
region. 

J.  O.  Wyler.  As  superintendent  of  the  firm  of 
Bau'mgarten  &  Wyler,  manufacturers  of  brass  specialties, 
machine  and  boiler  shop  work,  their  plant  at  Virginia 
and  Sixth  Streets,  Mr.  Wyler  is  a  fine  type  of  the  indus- 
trial worker  and  organizer,  and  has  a  record  of  business 
building  in  El  Paso  which  is  highly  creditable. 

John  O.  Wyler  was  born  in  Switzerland,  May  23,  1867 
a   son   of   Otto   and    Carolina    (Bosshart)    Wyler,   both 


natives  of  that  country  where  they  were  married.  The 
mother  belonged  to  a  very  prominent  old  Swiss  family, 
her  grandfather  having  been  a  trusted  officer  under 
Emperor  Napoleon,  accompanied  that  great  commander 
on  his  expedition  to  Moscow,  and  was  sent  back  to 
France  on  an  important  mission.  It  was  to  this  fact 
that  he  probably  owed  his  life  being  spared  from  the 
terrific  hardships  of  that  campaign.  Otto  Wyler  and 
wife  came  to  America  in  1880,  locating  first  in  Kansas 
City,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the  boiler  manufac- 
turing business.  His  death  occurred  in  Kansas  City  in 
1898  when  he  was  fifty-four  years  of  age.  The  mother, 
who  was  born  in  1844,  was  reared,  educated  and  married 
in  her  native  land,  is  still  a  hale  and  hearty  woman, 
and  makes  her  home  with  her  son  in  El  Paso.  There 
were  seven  children  in  the  fainily,  four  of  them  now 
deceased  and  the  others  are  Mrs.  Emma  Gamble,  a  resi- 
dent of  Los  Angeles,  California,  and  Otto  J.  Wyler  of 
Grants  Park,  Oregon. 

Mr.  Wyler,  who  was  the  oldest  of  the  children,  spent 
part  of  his  youth  in  Switzerland,  where  he  attended  the 
schools,  and  after  coming  to  America  continued  his  edu- 
cation at  Palmers  Academy  in  Kansas  City,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  1882.  In  1883  he  went  to  work  in 
the  boiler  shops  of  the  Union  Pacific  Eailway,  and  com- 
pleted his  apprenticeship  in  that  trade  in  1887.  After 
working  as  a  journeyman  at  various  places  he  came  to 
Texas  in  1891,  but  in  the  following  year  returned  to 
his  old  home  in  Kansas  City.  There  he  was  employed 
by  the  Kansas  Smelting  &  Eefining  Company  for  seven 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to  El  Paso 
Texas  and  took  charge  of  the  Boiler  Shop  of  the  El 
Paso  Foundry  &  Machine  Company.  He  remained  the 
Foreman  of  that  shop  for  eleven  j'ears,  and  during  this 
time  the  business  of  this  department  increased  from 
twenty  men  to  150  men.  Then  in  1911  he  decided 
to  go  into  business  for  himself,  and  in  that  year  he  and 
Mr.  J.  F.  Baumgarten  invested  their  capital  in  the 
Union  Iron  &  Brass  Works,  an  enterprise  which  at 
that  time  was  just  about  to  become  defunct.  With  the 
new  energy  and  management  of  these  two  capable  part- 
ners the  company  has  been  rapidly  expanded,  so  that  the 
staff  of  employes  has  been  increased  from  five  to 
twenty-five  and  they  now  have  their  business  and 
themselves  as  well  in  a  very  prosperous  condition. 

Mr.  Wyler  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
the  Knights  of  Maccabees,  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  His  politics  is  Independent.  He  is  unmarried  ' 
and  makes  his  home  with  his  mother  in  an  attractive 
residence  of  their  own.  For  his  recreations  he  spends 
some  time  as  opportunity  permits  in  fishing  and  other 
outdoor  diversions.  He  is  one  of  El  Paso  's  loyal  citizens 
and  sees  a  great  future  in  store  for  this  metropolis  of 
the  west. 

Ira  J.  Bush,  M.  D.  Within  the  limits  assigned  for 
this  sketch  of  the  life  of  an  active  and  eminent  member 
of  the  medical  profession,  it  will  be  impossible  to  give 
even  a  cursory  notice  of  his  many  notable  achievements 
or  of  the  military  episode  of  his  life  which  would  alone 
entitle  him  to  a  place  among  those  who  are  making  our 
present-day  history.  It  must  suffice  to  make  allusion 
to  those  incidents  of  a  long  life  and  active  career,  which 
will  afford  an  insight  into  the  salient  points  of  his  rise 
from  obscurity  to  a  position  of  prominence  among  the 
professional  men  of  the  Southwest.  Ira  J.  Bush,  M.  D., 
was  born  July  21,  1865,  in  Lawrence  county,  Mississippi, 
and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  D.  and  Emily  (Price)  Bush, 
the  latter  a  member  of  the  family  which  gave  to  the 
Confederacy  that  great  soldier.  Gen.  Sterling  Price. 
Thomas  D.  Bush  was  born  in  Mississippi,  where  he  was- 
reared  and  educated,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  under  Gen.  Jack- 
son. During  a  charge  at  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Mr.  Bush, 
then  a  lad  of  a  little  over  sixteen  years,  was  severely 
wounded,  and  subsequently  went  to  Port  Hudson,  where 
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he  was  present  during  the  siege  and  at  the  surrender. 
On  the  close  of  hostilities,  he  studied  for  the  ministry 
and  became  a  Baptist  preacher,  continuing  as  such  for 
upwards  of  thirty  years  in  Mississippi  and  then  removing 
to  Louisiana,  dying  in  that  State,  at  Lake  Charles.  His 
widow,  who  was  born  at  Monticello,  Mississippi,  still 
survives,  making  her  home  at  Louisiana  and  being  sixty- 
six  years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
of  whom  Dr.  Bush  was  the  eldest. 

Ira  J.  Bush  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
State,  following  which  he  became  a  student  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Mississippi,  and  after  leaving  that  institution 
attended  Louisville  (Kentucky)  Medical  College,  where 
he  received  his  degree  with  the  class  of  1890.  At  that 
time  he  entered  into  practice  in  Louisiana,  but  two  years 
later  came  to  Texas  and  settled  at  Pecos,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1899.  That  year  saw  his  advent  in  El  Paso, 
which  has  since  been  the  scene  of  his  endeavors.  These 
years,  although  comparatively  few,  have  been  long  enough 
to  place  him  in  the  lead  among  his  professional  brethren, 
and  to  manifest  the  beneficent  influence  which  knowledge, 
guided  by  high  motives,  exerts  upon  the  welfare  of  the 
community.  He  has  been  identified  with  every  important 
movement  which  has  interested  the  medical  fraternity  or 
concerned  the  public  health,  and  in  the  meantime  has 
built  up  a  large  professional  business.  As  a  close  and 
careful  student,  alive  to  every  advancement  made  in  his 
profession,  he  values  his  membership  in  the  EI  Paso 
County  Medical  Society,  the  Texas  State  Medical  Society 
and  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  this  member- 
ship is  equally  valued  by  his  confreres,  who  have  recog- 
nized in  him  a  man  who  is  representative  of  the  best 
ethics  of  the  science.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  recent 
Mexican  Eevojution,  Dr.  Bush 's  reputation  having  at 
tracted  attention  outside  of  the  field  of  his  practtee, 
he  was  proffered  and  accepted  the  position  of  chief  sur- 
geon of  the  army  of  General  Madero,  who  subsequently 
became  president  of  the  Mexican  Eepublie  and  later  met 
•death  at  the  hands  of  the  troops  under  General  Huerta. 
On  the  close  of  the  revolution,  Dr.  Bush  returned  to  El 
Paso,  and  has  since  devoted  himself  to  the  care  of  his 
large  and  ever-increasing  private  practice.  He  has  long 
been  a  writer  whose  contributions  have  been  eagerly  ' 
sought  by  leading  publications,  and  his  articles  have  not 
been  confined  to  medical  subjects,  for  big  game  hunting, 
fishing,  camping  and  out-of-door  life,  on  all  of  which 
he  is  a  recognized  authority,  have  furnished  him  with 
themes  for  a  number  of  interesting  manuscripts.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  preparing  an  authoritative  article 
relating  to  the  Mexican  Kevolution.  He  has  also  been 
interested  in  investments  in  mines  and  lands  in  Texas 
and  Arizona,  and  at  the  present  time  is  president  of  a 
company  owning  an  undeveloped  gold,  silver  and  cop- 
per mine  in  Mexico,  for  which  he  has  been  offered,  and 
has  refused,  .$300,000,  by  an  Eastern  capitalist.  Dr.  Bush 
has  been  too  busy  to  enter  the  political  arena,  but  has 
supported  Democratic  principles  and  candidates,  and  has 
has  not  been  unmindful  of  the  duties  of  citizenship.  His 
fraternal  connections  are  with  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  December  20,  1908,  Dr.  Bush  was  married  at  El 
Paso,  Texas,  to  Miss  Bertha  Henderson,  who  was  born 
at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Hen- 
derson, the  former  of  whom  is  deceased,  and  the  latter 
a  resident  of  El  Paso.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bush  have  no 
children. 

JOHX  V.\LENTINE.  Now  residing  at  his  home  in  Fort 
Stockton  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  John  Valentine  is 
one  of  the  venerable  pioneers  of  Texas.  His  experience 
in  this  state  begins  with  his  service  in  the  United  States 
army  before  the  Civil  war,  he  was  a  Confederate  soldier, 
and  for  years  drove  stage  on  the  great  stage  route  be- 
tween San  Antonio  and  El  Paso.  He  is  well  known 
to  all  the  old-timers,  who  were  familiar  with  west  Texas 


before  the  railroad  era,  and  in  his  present  home  town 
he  is  one  of  the  popular  and  esteemed  citizens. 

John  Valentine  was  born  in  Germany,  February  14, 
1833,  had  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
country,  and  then  learned  the  baker's  trade.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  left  home  and  came  to  the  United 
States  settling  in  New  York  City,  which  remained  hia 
home  for  about  seven  years  and  during  that  time  he 
worked  at  his  trade.  He  then  enlisted  in  1857  in  the 
army,  and  during  the  first  three  years  of  his  service  was 
in  New  Mexico,  after  which  in  1859  he  came  to  Texas. 
When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  went  through  the  war  as  a  soldier  of 
the  South,  and  was  a  participant  in  many  campaigns 
and  engagements  and  saw  much  hard  service.  He  was 
wounded  only  once,  and  after  the  war  be  became  a 
member  of  the  San  Antonio  police  force  for  about  one 
year.  He  then  took  work  as  a  stage  driver  on  the  mail 
route  between  San  Antonio  and  El  Paso,  and  drove  the 
old  mail  coaches  over  the  long  trail  of  seven  hundred 
miles  day  after  day.  After  about  a  year  he  was  made  a 
station  keeper  for  the  stage  line,  being  located  at  Leon- 
holes,  for  about  three  years,  after  which  he  came  to 
Fort  Stockton  as  one  of  the  early  settlers  about  this 
old  military  post  and  settlement.  Since  then  he  has  fol- 
lowed various  lines  of  occupation,  and  for  more  than 
thirty  years  has  been  janitor  of  the  courthouse  at  Port 
Stockton.  In  1911  he  retired  from  business  and  is  now 
living  quietly  at  his  home. 

Mr.  Valentine  was  married  in  Austin,  Texas,  June  6, 
1874  to  Maggie  Wilcox,  daughter  of  O.  W.  Wilcox  of 
Austin.  Mrs.  Valentine  is  one  of  the  worthy  Texas 
women  and  is  the  mother  of  a  large  family  of  sons  and 
daughters,  who  do  her  credit  for  their  careful  training. 
The  twelve  children,  five  sons  and  seven  daughters,  are 
as  follows:  John  W.  and  Thomas  J.,  both  deceased; 
Mary,  wife  of  John  Griffith;  Edwin  P.,  who  is  married; 
Maggie,  wife  of  Thomas  Pope;  Lizzie,  Alma,  Maud, 
Ozwin  W.,  all  at  home;  Myrtle,  wife  of  Peter  Paul;  and 
Sylvanus  B.  and  Jewell  Z.,  both  at  home.  Mr.  Valen- 
tine is  a  Catholic  in  religion  and  his  wife  belongs  to 
the  Christian  church.  He  is  a  Democrat,  but  has  taken 
no  active  part  in  political  affairs. 

Henry  Chandler  Crie.  The  publisher  of  the  Lynn 
County  Neios  has  been  a  Texan  about  as  long  as  he  can 
remember,  knows  the  country  and  its  people  and  the 
fundamental  activities  of  the  state  through  long  and 
active  experience,  and  in  the  newspaper  field  has  built 
up  a  successful  business  and  is  a  factor  of  no  small 
influence  in  his  home  county. 

Henry  Chandler  Crie  was  born  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
December  15,  1868,  a  son  of  Edward  H.  and  Carrie 
Isabell  (Griswold)  Crie.  His  father  was  born  in  Port- 
land, Maine,  and  his  mother  in  Connecticut.  After  his 
marriage  at  Portland,  the  father  came  to  Texas  in  1877, 
and  was  followed  by  his  wife  and  son  in  1879.  He 
first  located  at  Fort  Worth,  where  he  was  employed  as  a 
bookkeeper  up  to  1884,  in  which  year  he  moved  to  John- 
son county,  and  had  his  home  there  until  five  years  ago, 
when,  after  his  wife 's  death,  he  moved  to  Tahoka,  and 
now  lives  retired  with  his  son  Henry.  From  1884  to 
1900  he  was  engaged  in  the  sheep  business  in  Johnson 
county,  and  then  was  made  postmaster  at  Godley,  an 
office  he  held  until  his  removal  to  Tahoka.  During  his 
earlier  career,  and  while  living  in  the  state  of  Maine, 
he  enlisted  in  the  Seventeenth  Regiment  of  Volunteer 
Infantry  from  that  state,  going  out  as  a  private,  and 
at  the  end  of  four  years  service  was  mustered  out  as 
captain  of  Company  I.  He  went  into  the  army  when 
seventeen  years  of  age,  and  is  one  of  the  honored  veterans 
of  the  great  struggle  between  the  north  and  south.  Of 
his  three  children,  one  died  in  infancy. 

Henry  C.  Crie  got  his  early  education  in  the  common 
schools,  being  eleven  years  of  age  when  he  came  to 
Texas.     He   was   with   his   father   in   the   wool   business 
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until  thirty-three  years  of  age,  and  on  leaving  the  farm 
spent  two  years  working  at  the  carpenter 's  trade,  at 
Floydada,  and  then  moved  to  Tahoka,  his  present  home. 
Here  he  bought  the  local  printing  plant,  and  at  once 
established  the  Lynh  County  News,  the  first  issue  of 
which  came  from  the  press  June  2,  1905.  It  is  a  well 
edited  local  newspaper,  supplying  a  medium  for  business 
advertising  and  news  and  comment  on  all  matters  of 
local  concern,  and  its  influence  is  for  the  upholding  of 
everything  connected  with  the  progress  and  improvement 
of  the  community. 

Mr.  Crie  affiliates  with  the  Masonic  Order,  with 
Tahoka  Lodge  No.  350,  Knights  of  Pythias,  with  Tahoka 
Lodge  No.  653.  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
also  with  the  Eebekahs,  with  Camp  No.  1306  of  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World.  On  June  12,  1890,  Mr.  Crie 
married  Mits  Mattie  Julia  Adair.  The  marriage  cere- 
mony was  held  in  Bethany  Church  in  Johnson  county. 
Her  five  children  are:  Julia  Lincoln,  born  March  9,  1891 ; 
James  Griswold,  born  October  9,  1893;  Elizabeth  Hard- 
ing, born  May  20,  1896;  Isabelle  Sidney,  born  December 
16,  1898;  and  Eichard  H.,  born  March  22,  1901.  Mrs. 
Crie  is  a  daughter  of  Eev.  E.  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Harding) 
Adair.  Her  father,  who  came  to  Texas  from  Louisiana, 
was  long  a  well  known  Methodist  minister  in  Johnson 
county. 

Samuel  J.  Brown.  Among  the  merchants  of  Amarillo 
is  one  who  has  succeeded  against  heavy  odds,  but  by 
years  of  hard  work  and  the  application  of  honest  business 
methods  Samuel  J.  Brown  has  attained  success.  Al- 
though he  is  now  one  of  the  city  officials  of  Amarillo, 
and  has  served  as  secretary  and  treasurer  for  many 
years,  yet  it  is  as  a  merchant  that  he  made  his  success, 
and  it  is  in  the  mercantile  line  that  most  of  his  life  as 
a  business  man  has  been  spent.  Mr.  Brown  is  one  of 
the  most  popular  men  connected  with  the  city  govern- 
ment, for  the  lesson  which  he  learned  as  a  merchant, 
that  honest  dealing  is  the  only  way  to  handle  any 
business,  has  given  the  people  of  the  city  the  greatest 
confidence    in   him   and   in   his   ability. 

Samuel  .T.  Brown  is  descended  from  the  early  Scotch- 
Irish  settlers  of  the  mountains  of  Virginia,  that  hardy 
race  that  settled  in  the  ridges  of  the  Alleghanies  and 
along  the  Piedmont  slope  and  during  the  Eevolution 
formed  the  backbone  of  the  fighting  forces  of  the  colonies. 
His  father,  Enoch  I.  Brown,  was  born  in  Virginia,  and 
became  a  tailor  by  trade.  He  died  in  Virginia  in  1865, 
at  the  age  of  fifty.  He  was  a  Whig  previous  to  the 
war  and  after  its  close  was  a  Democrat.  In  religious 
matters  he  was  a  staneli  l;;i|itist.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Smith,  who  was  also  a  luit  i\r  nl'  Xiiyinia  and  a  descendant 
of  a  long  line  of  Virginia  .•nHcstois.  Among  her  ances- 
tors were  the  Calverts,  a  uutcd  family  in  the  early  days 
of  Virginia.  Mrs.  Brown  died  in  the  early  fifties, 
leaving  six  children. 

Samuel  Brown  was  born  in  Eappahannoek  county, 
Virginia,  on  the  21st  of  July,  1848.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  Virginia,  attending  until  he 
was  thirteen  years  of  age.  Then  the  Civil  war  effectually 
prevented  any  more  schooling  for  a  time,  for  school- 
masters had  to  take  up  the  musket,  and  in  many  cases 
their  pupils  went  with  them  to  the  front.  Mr.  Brown 
was  among  the  youths  who  took  up  arms,  and  he  was 
only  thirteen  years  of  age  when  he  entered  the  service. 
He  was  inside  the  line  scouting,  etc.,  for  two  years  in 
Mosby's  territory,  and  was  in  the  regular  service  under 
Mosby's  command.  After  the  war,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, Samuel  Brown  went  to  work,  for  his  father's  death 
left  him  an  orphan.  He  first  went  into  farming  on  a 
Bmall  scale  in  his  native  state,  but  after  five  years  under 
the  discouraging  conditions  which  prevailed  after  the 
Tjar  he  gave  up  agriculture  and  removed  to  Missouri, 
where  he  settled  in  Mexico.  There  he  began  as  a  clerk 
in    a   mercantile   establishment,   working   for   the   small 
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He  spent  two  years  in  Mexico,  but  not  finding  any 
opportunity  for  advancement  he,  together  with  a  friend, 
Jack  Marshall,  determined  to  try  their  fortunes  else- 
where. In  1872  they  set  out  on  horseback  for  Texas. 
They  made  the  entire  journey  in  this  way,  and  with 
the  exception  of  the  usual  hardships  to  be  encountered 
in  such  a  wild  country  as  Arkansas  and  Texas  was  at 
that  time,  they  reached  Grandbury,  Texas,  where  they 
separated,  with  no  adventures  to  recount.  From  Grand- 
bury he  went  to  Jefferson,  Texas,  to  join  an  old  comrade 
and  schoolmate,  J.  C.  Millan,  and  here  took  a  steamboat 
bound  for  New  Orleans.  From  that  point  he  vrent  up 
the  Mississippi  to  St.  Louis  and  thence  to  Mexico.  Again 
becoming  a  clerk,  this  time  in  the  employ  of  Callaway 
Harrison  &  Company,  he  followed  that  line  of  work 
until  the  fall  of  1873,  and  then  the  attractions  of  Texas 
once  more  looming  large  before  his  eyes  he  determined 
to  return  to  the  state. 

He  located  in  Bell  county,  at  Howard,  and  engaged 
in  clerking  for  Pendleton  &  Embree.  His  homesickness 
for  Missouri  did  not  come  over  him  again,  and  since 
that  time  he  has  considered  Texas  the  finest  state  in  the 
Union.  After  eight  years  spent  in  the  employ  of  this 
firm  he  went  into  partnership  with  a  younger  brother, 
and  borrowing  enough  money  to  buy  stock  they  estab- 
lished a  general  mercantile  business.  They  continued  in 
this  occupation  until  1891,  with  a  fair  amount  of  success, 
and  in  that  year  Mr.  Brown  sold  his  interests  and  in 
June  of  that  year  came  to  Amarillo,  Texas,  where  he 
again  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  He  thus  con- 
tinued, with  ever  increasing  success,  until  1904,  when 
his  election  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  tlie  city  forced 
him  to  give  up  his  business  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  his  office.  He  has  filled  this  position  with  much 
success  since  that  time,  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  the  people. 

Mr.  Brown  has  always  taken  an  active  share  in  poli- 
tics and  civic  affairs  wherever  he  has  been.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  an  active  party 
worker.  He  has  served  on  the  school  board  of  Amarillo 
'  and  also  as  an  alderman  of  the  city.  In  fraternal 
affairs,  too,  he  has  taken  a  lively  interest,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Masons,  belonging  to  the  Chapter,  the 
Commandery  and  the  Council,  and  is  a  past  eminent 
commander  in  the  Commandery  and  is  also  treasurer. 
For  twenty  years  or  more  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Mr.  Brown  married  Miss  Pauline  A.  Moore  in  Bell 
county,  Texas,  in  1878.  She  is  a  native  of  this  com- 
monwealth, born  in  Bell  county,  a  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
J.  W.  Moore,  who  was  a  very  prominent  member  of  the 
Bench  of  Bell  countv.  Five  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown.  J.  Kirby,  the  eldest,  married 
Miss  Orvill  Berkley,  a  native  of  Texas,  and  thev  live  in 
Amarillo.  The  other  children  are  Daisy,  Edna,  May  and 
Henry,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Texas. 

Ltnne  p.  Atmar.  Among  business  men  of  east  Texas 
few  have  accomplished  more  in  so  few  years  than  Lynne 
P.  Atmar  of  Groveton.  Mr.  Atmar,  who  is  thirty-five 
years  old,  is  president  of  the  First  National  Bank,  is  an 
executive  officer  with  several  of  the  larger  business  and 
transportation  corporations  in  his  part  of  the  state,  and 
has  a  position  in  the  business  community  which  would 
be  considered  a  handsome  reward  for  almost  a  lifetime 
of  patient  and  consecutive  endeavor. 

Lynne  P.  Atmar  was  born  at  Pennington,  Texas, 
December  26,  1878.  The  first  eighteen  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  in  his  native  village,  and  while  there  he 
attended  the  high  school  and  coming  to  Groveton  began 
his  business  career  as  a  drug  clerk  for  John  E.  Collins. 
During  the  three  and  a  half  years  spent  in  the  Collins 
store,  he  learned  pharmacy  and  became  a  skilled  pre- 
scription clerk.     He  gave  up  the  drug  business  in  1901 
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to  take  the  position  of  bookeeper  with  the  Farmers  & 
Merchants  Bank,  a  private  institution  owned  by  Judge 
George  W.  Riddle  of  Dallas.  Mr.  Atmar  soon  proved 
his  ability  to  Judge  Riddle,  was  closely  associated  with 
that  well  known  financier,  and  rapidly  advanced  from 
the  position  of  a  minor  clerk  to  an  executive  official. 
The  Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank  was  nationalised  as 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Groveton  on  July  17,  1902, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  The 
first  officers  were :  Judge  Riddle,  president ;  A.  B.  Ives, 
vice  president ;  L.  R.  Fife,  cashier,  and  L.  P.  Atmar, 
assistant  cashier.  In  September,  1903,  Mr.  Atmar  was 
made  cashier,  and  in  1906  became  active  vice  president 
and  cashier  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Ives.  Mr.  Atmar 
in  1908  was  elected  president,  and  the  other  officers  were 
Hayne  Nelnis,  vice  president,  and  R.  R.  Robb,  cashier. 
In  1908,  after  paying  an  annual  dividend  of  ten  per 
cent  on  the  capital  stock  from  the  date  of  the  charter, 
the  surplus  earnings  were  used  to  increase  the  capital 
to  sLxty-five  thousand  dollars.  Since  1908,  under  the 
continued  efficient  management  of  Mr.  Atmar,  the  bank 
has  paid  a  twelve  per  cent  dividend  on  the  increased 
capital.  In  1901  the  deposits  aggregated  thirteen 
thousand  dollars;  at  the  present  time,  twelve  years  later, 
the  average  deposits  are  three  hundred  and  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  while  the  bank  has  a  surplus  account 
of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  and  an  undivided  profit 
account  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Besides  his  connection  with  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Groveton,  Mr.  Atmar  helped  Judge  Riddle  in  promot- 
ing the  Newton  County  Bank.  He  is  vice  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  Groveton,  Liifkin  and  Northern  Railway 
Company;  he  is  treasurer  of  the  Groveton  Light  and  Ice 
Company,  and  president  of  the  Groveton  Telephone  Com- 
pany. He  is  also  interested  in  agriculture,  and  has  been 
the  means  of  bringing  under  cultivation  seven  hundred 
acres  of  land  adjacent  to  Groveton,  and  devotes  his  farm 
to  the  usual  crops  of  this  section.  He  has  also  erected 
several  business  houses  in  Groveton,  and  is  closely  identi- 
fied with  all  the  affairs  of  that  community.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  finance  committee  for  the  handling  of 
county  bonds  for  the  erection  of  a  new  courthouse  and 
also  of  the  road  district  bonds  for  district  No.  1  in 
Groveton  precinct.  Mr.  Atmar  is  unmarried,  and  frater- 
nally is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  is  » 
Baptist  in  church  relations. 

The  father  of  the  Groveton  banker  was  the  late  Dr. 
Eichard  M.  Atmar,  who  died  at  Groveton  in  1898  at  the 
age  of  sixty  years.  Dr.  Atmar  was  a  South  Carolina  man, 
grew  up  in  that  state,  and  in  Mississippi,  and  came  to 
his  majority  at  Crockett,  Texas.  His  literary  education 
was  liberal  and  he  graduated  in  medicine  from  Tulane 
University.  Throughout  the  war  between  the  states  he 
was  in  the  Confederate  service,  was  wounded  in  the  battle 
of  Valverde,  New  Mexico,  and  subsequently  served  with 
the  surgical  corps.  He  was  in  Col.  D.  A.  Nunn's  regi- 
ment, and  throughout  the  war  was  in  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department.  All  his  active  career  was  given  to  medicine, 
and  his  practice  in  Trinity  county  covers  a  period  of 
thirty-tive  years.  A  Democrat,  he  was  not  active  politi- 
cally, had  no  ambition  for  political  position  or  public 
honor,  and  did  his  duty  to  the  world  throuch  his  practice 
as  a  physician.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church 
and  a  Master  Mason.  Dr.  Atmar  was  married  in  Hous- 
ton county,  Texas,  to  Miss  Laura  Nelms,  oldest  daughter 
of  Col.  Thomas  H.  Nelms.  Mrs.  Atmar  died  March  22, 
1895.  The  children  were:  Robert  Nelms  Atmar,  of 
Westville,  Texas,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  West  Lumber 
Company  office  at  that  place;  Jessie,  who  married  John 
E.  Collins,  and  died  at  Groveton ;  Richard  L.,  a  dentist 
at  Huntsville,  Texas;  Lynne  P.;  Dr.  T.  R.  Atmar  of 
Crockett;  Miss  Ninon,  cashier  of  the  Citizens  Bank  & 
Trust  Company  at  Palacios,  Texas;  Mary,  wife  of  W.  C. 
Best,  of  Palacios;  J.  W.,  assistant  cashier  of  the  First 


Bryant  Allen  Platt.  For  a  period  of  over  thirty 
years  Mr.  Platt  has  been  closely  identified  with  those 
activities  which  constitute  the  business  and  civic  life  of 
a  community,  and  which  in  the  aggregate  have  made 
Texas  one  of  the  most  progres^sive  sections  of  the  great 
Lone -Star  State.  Mr.  Platt  may  well  be  termed  one  of 
the  builders  of  his  present  home  town  of  Groveton,  since 
he  was  there  when  it  was  nothing  more  than  a  country, 
or  rather  a  sawmill  settlement,  and  has  given  his  influ- 
ence and  energy  to  every  subsequent  phase  of  its 
improvement.  He  has  been  identified  with  the  commercial 
life  of  the  town  since  November  1,  1889,  when  he  gave 
up  sawmilling,  which  had  been  his  vocation  for  seven 
years,  and  started  selling  goods.  Mr.  Platt  came  to 
Trinity  county,  on  October  3,  1882,  as  a  young  married 
man,  and  following  the  trade  of  sawyer.  He  had  been 
at  Beaumont,  where  he  was  foreman  of  the  Centennial 
mill.  He  began  his  lumber  career  there  with  tliat  mill, 
and  went  up  from  a  common  laborer,  at  a  dollar  and  a 
quarter  a  day  to  a  foremanship  which  paid  him  one 
hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  per  month. 

When  he  came  to  Groveton  he  became  sawyer  of  the 
mill  of  the  Trinity  County  Lumber  Company.  In  that 
capacity  he  sawed  all  the  flooring  which  went  into  the 
present  State  Capitol  at  Austin.  The  contract  embraced 
about  a  million  feet  of  "riff-sawed"  lumber,  and  other 
special  dimension  stuif,  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
state  house. 

When  Mr.  Platt  came  to  Groveton  the  settlement 
comprised  the  mill  shed,  commissary,  two  boarding  houses 
and  a  saloon.  The  townsite  was  simply  ' '  on  the  map, ' ' 
and  pine  trees  were  occupying  what  is  now  the  main 
street  of  the  little  city.  Some  years  later  when  he  went 
into  business  for  himself,  there  were  several  good  stores, 
and  he  now  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest 
merchant  in  point  of  continuous  service,  and  the  only 
one  left  of  his  competitors  twenty-five  years  ago.  He 
began  doing  business  on  the  lot  which  his  present  store 
occupies,  and  his  stock  of  goods  was  displayed  in  a  two- 
story  frame  house.  That  was  subsequently  destroyed  by 
fire,  and  its  wooden  successor  shared  the  same  fate. 
In  1902  he  erected  a  permanent  brick  building,  one 
hundred  and  ten  by  thirty  feet,  and  has  continued  with 
more  than  ordinary  success  as  a  general  merchant. 

His  work  has  not  been  confined  entirely  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  private  business  affairs,  and  he  has  been 
equally  a  factor  in  promoting  the  town  as  a  moral  and 
prosperous  center  of  population.  He  contributeil  to  the 
building  of  all  the  churches  to  be  found  in  Groveton, 
the  school  house,  and  has  erected  a  number  of  residences. 
His  own  home  is  one  of  the  best  in  Trinity  county,  and 
he  owns  a  number  of  business  places.  Much  of  his 
surplus  profits  have  gone  into  wild  lands  of  Trinity 
county,  and  from  year  to  year  he  has  been  opening  up 
new  farms.  Several  families  now  prospering  have  grati- 
tude to  Mr.  Platt  for  his  encouragement  in  furnishing 
wire  and  other  goods  and  stock  at  a  time  when  these 
families  needed  just  that  amount  of  material  capital  in 
order  to  realize  and  to  make  effective  their  ambitious 
endeavors.  Mr.  Platt  is  vice  president  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Groveton.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
one  of  the  moral  forces,  as  well  as  a  business  leader. 
A  prohibitionist,  he  led  the  forces  against  whiskey,  and 
brought  about  local  option  throughout  Trinity  county. 
As  a  boy  he  was  brought  up  under  Methodist  influence, 
and  still  gives  his  support  to  that  church.  He  has 
membership  in  none  of  the  fraternal  orders,  and  in 
politics  is  a  Democrat. 

Bryant  Allen  Platt  was  born  in  Miller  county,  Georgia, 
April"  17,  1859.  His  father  was  Francis  Marion  Platt, 
whose  original  home  was  at  Colquitt,  Georgia,  and  who 
died  in  Groveton,  Texas,  in  1901,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six    years.     Grandfather    Platt   married    Piddle    Mosely, 
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and  their  eleven  chiUlren  were :  Anthony ;  Mary,  who 
married  James  Mock,  and  died  in  Georgia;  Lucy,  who 
married  Eiehard  Mocli,  and  died  in  Georgia;  Mrs. 
Toliver,  of  Georgia ;  James,  who  was  killed  while  in  the 
Confederate  army;  Nancy,  who  married  a  Mr.  Bush  of 
Georgia;  Frances  M. ;  Civility,  who  married  Charles 
Jaines  of  Appalachicola,  Florida ;  W.  W.,  of  Blakely, 
Georgia,  and  one  that  died  unmarried. 

Francis  Marion  Piatt  was  born  in  Dooley  county, 
Georgia,  where  all  his  active  career  was  spent  in  mer- 
chandise. During  the  war  between  the  states  he  was  a 
Confederate  soldier,  and  saw  service  from  the  beginning 
of  the  struggle  to  the  end.  He  was  of  Scotch  and  Irish 
stock,  the  grandson  of  a  native  Irishman.  Francis 
Marion  Piatt  married  Amelia  B.  Sheffield,  a  daughter 
of  Bryant  Allen  Sheffield.  She  died  in  1874  in  Georgia, 
leaving  two  children:  Bryant  Allen,  and  Siddie  S.,  wife 
of  Dr.  W.  J.  Stevenson  of  Groveton.  Francis  Marion 
Piatt  for  his  second  wife  married  Caledonia  Sheffield, 
whose  children  are  Frank  and  Caledonia,  the  latter  the 
wife  of  I.  Friedman  of  Groveton.  Mr.  Piatt  for  his 
third  wife  married  Fredonia  Singleton.  The  children 
by  that  union  were:  Hoyt,  who  died  in  Shreveport, 
Louisiana,  with  a  family;  Beatrice,  who  married  Sam 
Stein  of  Blakeley,  Georgia;  Mittie,  who  married  Harry 
Stein  of  Colquitt,  Georgia;  and  Sherry  L.,  of  Groveton, 
Texas. 

Mr.  B.  A.  Allen  grew  up  in  Georgia,  and  received  a 
common  school  education,  chiefly  from  the  old  "blue 
back"  spelling  book.  When  he  was  eighteen  years  old 
he  left  home  and  came  to  Texas  to  find  employment  and 
to  make  a  practical  beginning  of  a  career  which  had 
subsequently  led  him  to  the  positions  of  success.  He 
first  stopped  at  Crockett,  where  he  spent  two  years  as 
a  clerk  in  a  store,  and  then  went  to  Beaumont,  and 
became  a  day  laborer  in  the  Centennial  mill.  From 
that  point  his  career  has  already  been  traced.  Mr.  Piatt 
was  married  April  23,  1882,  in  Beaumont  to  Miss  Felicia 
Miguesse,  daughter  of  Louis  Miguesse,  a  Frenchman. 
That  family  originated  in  New  Iberia  Parish,  in  Louis- 
iana, where  her  father  was  a  sugar  planter  and  slave 
owner.  Mrs.  Platte  died  in  1884,  leaving  one  son,  John 
Arthur,  born  April  17,  1884.  He  was  given  a  liberal 
education  in  the  Peacock  School  for  Boys,  took  the  law 
course  in  the  University  of  Texas,  having  won  first 
honors  at  the  Peacock  Military  School,  and  has  been 
in  the  active  practice  of  law  since  1904.  He  married  in 
October,  1913,  Miss  Maud  Dudley,  a  daughter  of  J.  E. 
Q.  Dudley.  On  June  25,  1885,  Mr.  B.  A.  Piatt  married 
Miss  Maggie  Jones,  a  daughter  of  David  Jones,  who 
came  from  Great  Britain  and  was  a  native  of  Wales. 
The  children  of  the  second  marriage  are:  May,  wife  of 
E.  C.  Chinn  of  Groveton;  Hazel,  a  teacher  in  the  Grove- 
ton high  school,  and  a  graduate  of  the  Southwestern 
University  at  Georgetown,  Texas. 

Hon.  Arthur  B.  Duncan.  In  1884,  when  northwest 
Texas  was  still  the  paradise  of  range  cattlemen,  with  no 
railroad  to  bring  in  the  small  farmer  and  settler,  Arthur 
B.  Duncan  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  that  section  of  the 
state,  and  with  his  family  was  the  first  settler  in  Floyd 
county.  He  has  been  there  now  for  thirty  years,  since 
the  spring  of  1884,  and  there  is  perhaps  no  citizen  more 
widely  known  and  honored  in  that  vicinity.  His  place  in 
the  popular  regard  is  probably  best  evidenced  in  his  po- 
sition of  county  .iudge,  with  which  he  has  been  honored  as 
often  as  he  would  accept. 

Arthur  B.  Duncan  is  a  native  Texan,  born  in  Hopkins 
county,  August  12,  1862,  the  son  of  Dr.  William  B.  and 
Elizabeth  (Vaden)  Duncan.  The  father,  born  in  1800. 
was  a  Virginian  by  birth,  born  in  the  town  of  Culpepper, 
the  county  seat  of  Culpepper  county.  He  was  a  gradu- 
ate from  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia  with  the  class  of  1830,  and 
was  one  of  the  old-time  physicians.  After  graduating 
in  medicine   he   came   to   Arkansas,   where   he   practiced 


for  fifteen  years.  In  1845  he  moved  to  Texas,  locating 
in  Hopkins  county,  where  he  again  took  up  and  con- 
tinued for  many  years  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  ren- 
dered many  timely  services  in  that  capacity  to  the  early 
settlers  in  that  vicinity.  He  was  one  of  the  first  reg- 
ular physicians  in  Hopkins  county,  and  remained  there 
in  practice  for  a  number  of  years.  After  being  retired 
for  some  years,  in  1869,  he  removed  to  Grayson  county, 
where  he  died  in  1874  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 
The  mother,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee,  came  with  her 
parents  to  Texas  in  1849,  her  family  locating  in  Hop- 
kins county,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated  and  mar- 
ried. After  the  death  of  her  husband  in  1874,  she  went 
out  to  Hale  county,  where  she  was  living  at  the  time  of 
her  death  in  1892,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine. 

Judge  Duncan,  who  was  the  fifth  of  nine  children, 
during  his  early  life  attended  the  country  schools  of 
Hopkins  and  Grayson  counties.  On  leaving  his  school 
books  he  took  up  practical  work  as  a  farmer  and  stock 
raiser  in  Grayson  and  Montague  counties,  work  which  he 
followed  until  1884.  In  that  year  he  moved  to  Floyd 
county,  which  was  then,  as  already  stated,  a  portion  of 
the  vast  cattle  range  which  extended  from  Fort  Worth 
to  El  Paso.  In  1900  he  was  first  induced  to  praetermit 
his  close  attention  to  business  and  accept  public  service. 
He  was  nominated  for  judge  of  Floyd  county  and  elected. 
At  the  end  of  the  first  term  he  was  again  nominated  and 
elected,  and  served  nine  successive  terms,  until  1906,  at 
which  time  he  felt  an  obligation  to  retire.  Then  in  1912 
he  was  again  prevailed  upon  to  take  the  place  upon  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  was  elected  county  judge  and  is 
now  filling  that  important  office  in  Floyd  county.  After 
he  left  office  in  1906  he  became  identified  with  the  real 
estate  and  abstract  business,  in  which  he  still  continues. 
He  owns  the  only  complete  abstract  of  land  titles  in  the 
county. 

Judge  Duncan  has  always  taken  a  lively  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  Floyd  county.  He  was  president  of  the 
school  board  of  Fl'oydada  from  1908  to  1912,  at  which 
time  he  resigned  that  position  on  account  of  his  re- 
election as  county  judge.  He  was  also  vice  president  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Floydada,  but  sold  his  in- 
terest, believing  that  he  could  not  consistently  continue 
as  an  officer  and  stockholder  of  the  bank  while  judge  of 
the  countv  court.  Judge  Duncan  is  a  Eoyal  Arch  and 
Knights  Templar  Mason,  well  known  in  the  circles  of  the 
craft,  and  has  filled  various  official  places  in  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  religious  member- 
ship is  in  the  Church  of  Christ. 

In  December,  1882,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  K. 
Dav  in  Montague  ecounty.  Her  parents  were  Mathew 
and  Sarah  Day,  both  of  whom  were  old  settlers  in  Gray- 
son count.y,  Texas,  and  her  mother  is  still  living  at  the 
home  of  judge  Duncan.  The  ten  children  of  the  Judge 
and  Mrs.  Duncan  are  as  follows:  Silas  E.  Duncan,  born 
in  Montague  count.y,  Texas,  is  married,  a  resident  of 
Floydada,  and  has  three  children;  Mrs.  Maude  E.  Hol- 
lum",  born  in  Floyd  county,  is  a  resident  of  Jourdanton, 
Atascosa  county,  and  the  mother  of  three  children ;  Mrs. 
Emma  L.  Watkins,  born  in  Floyd  county,  has  four  chil- 
dren and  resides  at  Jourdanton,  Texas;  Mrs.  Edith  E. 
Pitts,  born  in  Floyd  county,  lives  in  El  Paso,  and  has 
two  children;  Mrs.  Hope  E.  Hammond,  born  in  Floyd 
county,  is  a  resident  at  Floydada,  and  has  one  child. 
Mrs.  Ruby  E.  Brown,  born  in  Floyd  county  and  now  liv- 
ing at  Floydada;  Miss  Mattie  E.  Duncan,  born  in  Floyd- 
ada, and  attending  the  local  high  school;  Arthur  B.  Dun- 
can, Jr.,  is  a  Floydada  native  and  attending  the  schools; 
Carroll  V.  Duncan  and  Mark  W.  Duncan,  the  two  young- 
est of  the  family  were  born  in  Floydada  and  are  both 
now  in  school. 

Judge  Duncan  is  what  is  known  as  a  self-made  man. 
He  started  out  and  for  some  years  found  the  road  some- 
what rough  and  beset  with  obstacles.  He  had  no  one  to 
thank  for  his  early  successes  but  himself,  and  has  al- 
ways evinced  those  qualities  which  produce  success  and 
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esteem  in  this  world.  He  has  the  faculty  of  making 
friends,  and  has  a  great  number  of  lo^yal  associates  and 
followers.  Through  all  the  years  of  his  residence  in 
Floyd  county  and  West  Texas  his  convietiou  has  been  in- 
creasing that  the  permanent  ]iri)?[)eriry  of  the  country 
rests  upon  solid  ground.  Witli  tlic  iminihu-tion  of  irri- 
gation with  appropriate  di\frMii.  .itinn;,  iu  farming 
methods,  and  with  the  coming  ul  the  mI"  and  the  raising 
of  high  grade  stock,  all  of  which  is  a  matter  of  only  a 
few  years,  Floyd  county  and  surrountliug  territory  will 
become  the  garden  spot  of  the  southwest.  Movemeuts 
which  must  necessarily  follow  the  above,  and  to  which 
Judge  Duncan  has  given  his  vigorous  support,  both  in 
private  and  officially,  are  the  promotion  of  good  roads, 
better  schools,  establishment  of  social  centers  in  rural 
communities,  the  extension  of  rural  free  delivery  routes, 
ami  every  other  enterprise  which  means  greater  wealth  or 
comfort  and  the  better  welfare  of  the  country. 

Andrew  M.  Campbell.  Now  rated  as  one  of  the 
,  ablest  attorneys  of  Trinity  county,  Mr.  Campbell  was 
:  thirty  years  ago  a  raw  country  youth,  had  little  educa- 
tion, some  experience  as  a  cuwlioy  in  the  west,  and  his 
chief  qualifications  wtir  a  icrtaiii  trailrssncss  and  a 
capacity  for  hard  wmk  Ih.iIi  |ili\-hal  ami  intellectual. 
He  has  had  a  varied  lanri.  s.  rv, -I  a~  slhriH,  as  district 
attorney,  and  in  his  private  i.KitVNsimi  has  represented 
many  important  interests.  He  is  now  one  of  the  leading 
men  in  his  section  of  the  state.  Andrew  M.  Campbell 
was  born  in  Colorado  county,  in  the  town  of  Columbus, 
Texas,  September  5,  isr,p.  "His  father  was  William  L. 
Campbell,  and  liis  i:iaiMlfather  Andrew  M.  Campbell. 
The  latter  was  Imrn  in  'Irnnessee,  was  educated  in  college, 
and  later  gave  his  cmn  rhildren  the  advantages  of  a 
liberal  educatiuu.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  Colorado 
county  before  the  war,  served  as  county  .judge,  an  office 
he  held  for  many  years  previous  to  the  war,  and  after 
the  war  moved  to  Galveston,  where  he  was  in  the  com- 
mission business  as  head  of  the  firm  of  Camijbell  & 
C'lough.  Judge  Campbell  was  a  large  planter,  and  owned 
a  plantation  in  Horseshoe  Bend  of  the  Colorado  River, 
adjoining  the  town  of  Columbus.  After  his  removal  to 
Galveston  he  made  himself  an  influence  in  local  affairs, 
and  died  during  the  seventies  at  the  age  of  seventy-four. 
He  was  married  in  his  native  state  to  Miss  Xeely  who 
died  in  Columbus,  Texas.  Her  ehildren  were  William  L.; 
John  D.,  who  died  at  Inlmnl-i-:  M,^.  ( Vnthia  Wright, 
who  died  in  Colorado  rniiiit\:  licllne.  wlm  niarriecrEli 
Matthews  and  died  in  ( ;:il\  esi,,ii -,  iJnI.ert  M.,  who  died 
in  Newton  county  while  .uuniy  an.i  district  clerk;  Mary 
J.,  who  married  George  E.  Clothier,  a  Presbyterian 
mini.ster,  and  who  spent  her  life  in  Galveston. 

William  L.  Campbell,  the  father,  was  born  in  Ten- 
nessee, October  22,  1840,  was  liberally  educated  in  the 
classics,  graduated  from  Baylor  University,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  but  never  practiced  law.  In  1866, 
he  left  Colorado  county,  and  moved  to  Grimes  county, 
where  he  tauglit  sclinnl  and  for  se\eral  yeais  was  county 
superintendent  of  ^rhod^.  He  iiwiied  a  l:ime  farm,  near 
Anderson,  and  du'd  in  ih.-it  imui  j'rl.niaiv  1.3.  1912. 
He  was  a  Methodist,  liut  not  prominent  in  .lunch  affairs. 
In  politics,  however,  he  was  one  of  the  men  of  his 
county,  though  of  a  reserved  nature,  and  disposition 
which  kept  him  in  the  rank  and  file  until  his  services  as 
a  leader  were  actually  needed  and  he  then  became  in 
every  sense  a  leader.  He  was  a  forceful  speaker,  and 
had  great  tactical  ability  in  manipulating  political  forces 
and  party  affairs.  Grimes  county  was  for  many  years 
Republican,  and  he  was  one  of  the  men  who  succeeded 
in  converting  the  negro  majority  influence  into  a  Demo- 
cratic plurality.  Upon  the  issues  of  the  war.  both  he 
and  his  father  had  opposeil  secession.  His  father  owned 
one  of  the  largest  slave  plantations  in  Colorado  county. 
and  the  war  caused  the  loss  of  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  black  laborers  and  household  workers.  During 
the  war.  William  L.  Cam]>bell  was  captain  and  enrolling 
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officer  at  Columbus,  and  his  command  did  its  most  im- 
portant service  in  looking  up  deserters.  His  brother 
John  was  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  ranks.  WUliam 
L.  Campbell  was  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Order 
He  married  Sarah  J.  Kelley,  a  daughter  of  William 
Ivelley,  who  was  of  Irish  stock,  and  a  prominent  farmer 
of  Grimes  county,  where  his  daughter  and  Mr.  Campbell 
were  married.  Mrs.  Campbell  died  January  17,  1886 
Her  children  were:  Andrew  M.;  Cynthia  Lula,  who  mar- 
ried J.  H.  Scott  and  died  in  Grimes  county;  Mary  J. 
who  married  L.  H.  Harrison,  of  Abilene,  Texas;  WiUiam 
L.,  of  Abdene;  Vance  A.,  of  Grimes  county;  John  E 
of  Navasota;  SaUie,  wife  of  R.  S.  Wommack'of  Abilene'/ 
Lloyd  C,  who  died  unmarried;  Lillian,  who  married 
Brown  Kennard  of  Anderson;  Ethel,  who  married  Dr. 
D.  C.  Smith  of  Groveton ;  George  C,  assistant  postmaster 
at  Abilene;  and  Alice,  who  married  J.  M.  Heusley  of 
Anderson. 

Andrew  M.  Campbell  grew  up  on  the  family  farm, 
five  miles  east  of  Anderson.  As  the  oldest  child  in  the 
family,  his  early  education  was  considerably  neglected, 
and  his  advantages  were  less  liberal  than  those  afforded' 
to  the  younger  members  of  the  household.  However 
when  he  realized  the  deficiencies  of  his  earlv  traiuino-' 
he  more  than  made  up  by  individual  application  for  those 
handicaps,  and  has  long  since  put  himself  in  the  class 
of  cultured  and  well-read  men  of  large  attainments. 
\\  hile  still  m  his  teens  he  went  into  west  Texas,  and  his 
experience  as  a  cowboy  for  the  firm  of  Barry  &  Trant  in 
Jones  county  from  1878  to  1879  tended  to  'wear  oft'  the 
corners  of  a  country  youth.  Returning  to  Grimes, 
Grant  county,  at  the  age  of  twentv  h,-  uav  appointed 
deputy  sherift',  and  it  was  while  in'  th.it  ,.[ilr,.  tJiat  he 
applied  himself  with  vigor  to  the  studv  of  l.otli  l)ooks 
and  men.  He  served  four  years  as  deputy  sheriff,  under 
Sheriff  J.  L.  Scott,  and  was  then  elected  justice  of  tha 
jieace  for  precinct  No.  1  of  that  county.  In  that  con- 
nection he  had  the  honor  of  being  the  first  Democrat 
elected  after  the  Civil  war.  In  the  meantime  he  read 
law  at  Anderson,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1886. 
From  that  time  forward  his  promotion  to  larger  responsi- 
bilities was  rapid.  He  was  elected  and  served  as  county 
attorney  for  four  years,  and  in  1900  was  elected  district 
attorney  of  the  twelfth  judicial  district,  comprising  the 
counties  of  Grimes,  Madison,  Leon,  Walker  and  Trinity. 
His  services  as  district  attorney  lasted  for  two  term's, 
.■md  he  left  office  in  1904.  Altogether  he  had  served  as 
I'loserutor  for  a  dozen  years,  and  his  service  was  at  a 
time  wlien  crime  and  lawlessness  were  at  a  high  tide  in 
tliat  district,  and  to  his  energetic  work  must  be  ascribed 
a  large  share  of  the  credit  for  the  restoration  of  law 
and   order. 

As  a  Democrat  Mr.  Campbell  has  done  considerable 
work  m  the  interest  of  state  candidates,  and  was  a 
supporter  of  0.  B.  Colquitt  for  the  governorship  Fra- 
ternally he  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,   the  Kniohts   of   the   Maccabees,  and   is  a 
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Is-\AC  N.  Parker.     A  prominent  merchant  at  Trinitv, 
where  he  has  resided  since  1889,  Isaac  N.  Parker  is  one 
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of  the  few  active  Texans  who  can  claim  the  honor  of 
being  a  native  son  of  the  old  Texas  fiepublie.  He  has 
had  a  long  and  active  career,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Con- 
federate army  four  years,  has  been  a  farmer  and  mer- 
chant, and  as  a  result  of  hard  work  has  accumulated 
the  means  of  prosperity  and  competence. 

Isaac  N.  Parker  was  born  within  three  miles  of  Hunts- 
ville,  April  10,  1841,  and  reared  in  Walker  county.  His 
education  was  finished  when  he  was  sixteen  years  old  at 
Austin  College,  and  when  he  left  school  he  applied 
himself  to  the  occupations  of  the  farm,  and  also  had 
his  full  share  of  useful  enjoyment  in  hunting,  fishing 
and  frolicing.  When  the  war  broke  out  he  was  twenty 
years  old.  He  enlisted  in  Company  D  of  the  Fifth  In- 
ifantry  in  Hood's  Texas  Brigade,  under  Capt.  Mike 
Powell,  who  was  afterward  promoted  to  colonel.  His 
regiment  was  sent  on  to  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  his 
first  fight  was  with  a  part  of  Lee's  army  at  Yorktown 
in  the  Peninsular  campaign.  He  was  in  the  Seven  Day 
Battle,  the  second  battle  of  Manassas,  Antietam,  Gettys- 
burg, Chickamauga,  was  wounded  at  Chickamauga  and 
at  Gettysburg,  and  all  told  his  service  comprised  twenty- 
seven  battles.  While  on  a  scout  in  east  Tennessee  at 
Morristown,  he  was  captured,  spent  thirty  days  in  the  jail 
at  Knoxville,  and  was  then  sent  to  Camp  Chase  in  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  ten  months  and  ten  days  as  a  prisoner, 
and  was  then  paroled.  While  on  parole  General  Lee  sur- 
rendered. Prom  the  time  he  left  his  old  home  in  Texas 
in  1861  until  September,  1865,  he  did  not  return,  and 
no  man  saw  longer  service  in  the  southern  army. 

After  the  war,  when  he  got  back  to  Texas,  there  was 
nothing  open  in  the  way  of  a  vocation  except  farming, 
and  he  took  up  that  work  in  real  earnest.  He  followed 
it  for  ten  years,  and  then  engaged  in  merchandising  at 
Dodge,  Texas.  His  beginning  was  on  a  small  scale,  and 
from  Dodge  he  went  to  Eiverside,  where  he  spent  five 
years,  and  in  1899  came  to  Trinity.  In  Trinity  he  built 
a  store,  and  has  since  been  a  merchant  with  a  growing 
trade  in  that  center.  His  career  as  a  merchant  has  been 
continuous  since  1876.  Mr.  Parker  has  never  allowed 
his  name  to  be  placed  on  a  ticket  as  a  candidate  for 
public  office,  though  he  is  a  loyal  Democrat,  and  one  of 
the  strongest  advocates  and  workers  for  prohibition  in 
the  county.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist  church,  and 
affiliates  with  the  Masonic  Order. 

Mr.  Parker  is  a  son  of  Jesse  Parker,  who  came  to 
Texas  in  1833  from  Louisiana,  lived  for  a  time  on  the 
Sabine  Eiver  in  east  Texas,  and  subsequently  settled  on 
the  farm  where  his  son  Isaac  was  born  in  Walker  county, 
in  1836.  He  lived  there  until  his  death  in  1849.  He 
was  probably  born  in  Georgia,  and  he  was  twice  married. 
His  first  children  were:  Sarah,  who  married  James 
Schrier  and  who  lived  in  Atascosa  countv,  and  died  there; 
Matthew  spent  his  career  in  Matagorda.  Texas;  Wiley 
died  in  Walker  county;  Elizabeth,  married  Phil  Coe,  and 
died  in  Gonzales  county.  The  second  wife  of  Jesse 
Parker,  and  the  mother  of  Ifsac  X..  was  Elizabeth  Barker, 
who  died  in  Huntsville,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  Her 
children  were:  Jesse,  who  died  during  the  war  as  a 
Confederate  soldier;  Eliza,  who  married  Richard  Phim- 
mer,  and  died  in  Walker  county  in  1866;  Mary  Ann, 
whose  first  husband  was  Andy  Cox,  and  her  second  was 
Richard  Berry,  and  he  died  in  Huntsville;  Rebecca,  who 
married  Marion  Brown  of  Dodge.  Texas;  Nancy,  who 
married  Daniel  B.  McMillan,  and  lives  at  Riverside, 
Texas;  Isaac  N.,  and  David,  who  died  at  Huntsville, 
leaving  a  family. 

Mr.  Isaac  N.  Parker  was  married  in  Walker  county, 
December  24,  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Ashley,  a  daughter 
of  Edmund  Ashley,  who  came  from  Alabama  just  before 
the  war.  Mrs.  Parker  died  in  Trinity,  leaving  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Edmund  C,  of  Roseburg,  Texas,  who 
married  Lillian  Lane;  Frank  P.,  a  merchant  of  Trinity, 
who  married  Marcie  Thompson;  Claude,  who"  died  un- 
married; Robert  I.,  who  died  in  young  manhood: 
Eoberta,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  in  1889;  and 


Jesse  P.,  who  died  when  a  young  man.  In  October, 
1905,  Mr.  Parker  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss 
Lucinda  C.  Palmer,  a  daughter  of  William  Palmer.  Be- 
fore her  marriage  Mrs.  Parker  was  for  sixteen  years 
employed  in  the  Parker  store  of  Trinity. 

William  H.  Bradley.  One  of  the  leaders  in  business 
enterprise  at  Trinity  is  William  H.  Bradley,  who  since 
locating  in  that  center  of  population  and  industry  in 
October,  1911,  has  been  identified  with  the  real  estate, 
hotel  and  banking  business.  His  home  has  been  in 
Trinity  county  since  January,   1886. 

Mr.  Bradley  came  from  Troy,  Alabama,  where  he  was 
born  October  15,  1876.  He  was  thus  ten  years  of  age 
when  the  family  located  in  Texas.  His  father,  Andrew 
J.  Bradley,  a  farmer  of  Pennington,  Trinity  county, 
was  born  in  1851,  in  Pike  county,  Alabama,  and  who 
married  Soyihronia  Wilson,  a  farmer.  The  children  of 
Andrew  J.  Bradley  and  wife  are:  William  H.;  Laura, 
wife  of  John  W.  Lewis  of  Batson,  Texas;  and  Enirua, 
who  married  Oscar  Jordan  of  Batson.  The  Bradleys 
came  originally  from  Ireland,  settling  in  Abbeville 
district  of  South  Carolina,  and  from  that  locality 
Grandfather  Henry  M.  Bradley  moved  to  Alabama. 
Grandfather  Bradley  married  Mary  Cowart,  and  Andrew 
J.  was  one  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  came  out  to 
Texas,  and  located  in  Trinity  and  Houston  counties. 

William  H.  Bradley  was  brought  up  on  a  small  farm 
in  Trinity  county,  and  had  only  a  common  school  educa- 
tion as  his  preparation  for  a  business  career.  Leaving 
home  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  the  study  of  law 
at  Groveton  with  the  firm  of  Bean  &  Nelms,  continuing 
his  reading  for  several  years.  Other  affairs  have  attracted 
him  rather  than  the  law,  and  has  never  formally  entered 
the  profession.  In  1900  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Groveton  by  President  McKinley  as  the  successor  of  A. 
M.  Stevenson.  His  service  as  postmaster  continued  for 
twelve  years,  and  he  resigned  to  engage  in  business.  On 
coming  to  Trinity  Mr.  Bradley  opened  and  conducted 
as  proprietor  for  two  years  the  Gibson  Hotel,  and  then 
turned  all  his  attention  to  the  real  estate  business.  In 
1912  he  became  an  officer  of  the  Southwest  Company, 
being  secretary  and  treasurer  of  this  well  known  real 
estate  concern,  the  other  members  of  which  are  Hayne 
Nelms  of  Groveton  and  J.  D.  Freeman  of  Trinity.  It  is 
the  purpose  of  this  company  to  promote  immigration, 
and  the  settlement  of  the  "cut-over"  lands  and  other 
lands  in  this  vicinity.  They  own  or  control  several 
hundred  thousand  acres  in  various  counties  of  east  Texas. 
Mr.  Bradley  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Groveton. 

Politically  he  has  always  been  a  Republican,  is  county 
chairman  of  his  party  in  Trinity  county,  has  attended 
a  number  of  state  conventions,  and  in  1904  was  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Chicago  National  Convention  which  nominated 
Roosevelt.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church.  Mr.  Bradley  was  mar- 
ried in  Trinity  county,  July  23,  1901.  to  Miss  Lulu 
Magee,  a  daughter  of  Abe  Magee,  an  old  pioneer  settler 
of  this  county.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradley  have  no  children. 

Robert  Elmer  Mixton.  As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Minton  is 
one  of  the  ablest  in  southeast  Texas,  and  associated  with 
E.  O.  Kenley  in  the  firm  of  Kenley  &  Minton,  representing 
some  of  the  largest  financial  and  industrial  interests  in 
Trinity  county  and  vicinity.  Mr.  Minton  took  the  bar 
examination  at  Austin  in  1906,  and  at  once  located  for 
practice  at  Groveton.  From  the  beginning  their  practice 
has  been  of  an  important  character.  The  first  case  in 
which  he  was  an  attorney  was  for  the  prosecution  of  a 
claim  for  some  heirs.  The  firm  have  represented  the 
Southern  Pine  Lumber  Company,  the  Trinity  County 
Lumber  Company,  the  Thompson  Brothers  Lumber  Com- 
pany. The  Groveton,  Lufkin  &  Northern  Railroad  Com- 
pany, the  Texas  Southeastern  Railroad  Company,  and  the 
Beaumont  &  Great  Northern  Railroad  Company. 

Robert    Elmer    Minton    was    born    in    Sabine    county, 
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Texas,  October  S.  1S7S.  a  son  of  William  Henry  ilinton, 
and  a  grandson  i>t  William  Minton.  William  Minton 
came  from  Tmy.  S.anli  (  indlina,  the  family  having  owned 
the  land  on  wliiili  tliat  town  was  built.  William  Minton 
when  about  forty  years  of  age  married  a  Miss  Wolam, 
a  sister  of  ' '  Uncly ' '  Johnny  Wolam,  the  famous  pioneer 
Methodist  preacher  who  came  to  Texas  in  1836  as  a  mis- 
sionary, and  spent  his  life  in  east  Texas,  was  at  one  time 
chaplain  of  the  Huntsville  prison,  and  died  at  Crockett 
in  1891.  William  Minton  and  wife  liad  ilic  tnlluwiiii; 
children:  James,  a  Confederate  soldi. i.  \\liii  dii.l  at 
Corsicana,  about  1885,  leaving  no  children;  William 
Henry;  John  P.,  of  Nacogdoches;  Francis  M.,  of  Alto; 
Thomas,  of  Sabine  county:  Martha  B.,  who  married 
Frank  Errington,  and  lives  in  Sabine  county;  and 
Beauregard  of  Sabine  county. 

William  Henry  Minton,  who  has  been  a  farmer  all  his 
life,  came  to  Texas  from  Shelby  county  Tennessee  in 
1859.  He  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  November,  18-19, 
and  has  thus  lived  in  Texas  since  he  was  ten  years  of  age. 
The  family  first  settled  near  San  Augustine  where  Grand- 
father William  Minton  was  a  shoemaker.  The  Grand- 
father died  in  1S78,  having  been  born  about  the  beginning 
of  the  century.  William  Minton  is  a  Democrat,  has 
seldom  left  the  quiet  activities  of  the  farm  for  public 
affairs  but  held  the  office  of  county  commissioner  and  is 
a  deacon  in  the  Baptist  church.  He  was  married  in 
Sabine  county  in  1S75  to  Miss  Cen.-i  Maddox.  Iler 
parents  were   John   J.   and   Eebecca    i]:rr\r-i     M.i.ldox. 

Her    father    was    a    farmer    and    came    to     I'rxn-     Ir 

Alabama  and  had  given  service  with  the  riiril<  of  (  apiain 
in  the  Confederate  army.  William  H.  Minton  and  wife 
had  the  following  children :  John  William,  a  lawyer  in 
Sabine  county,  who  married  Florence  Dean;  Robert  E.; 
Sallie,  wife  of  Austin  Mason,  of  San  Augustine  county; 
Eoscoe  Henry,  of  Sabine  county,  who  married  Miss 
Corrie  Arnold ;  J.  M..  of  Houston ;  Protis.  of  Houston ; 
and  Vivian,  who  married  a  Mr.  Buttler. 

Robert  E.  Minton  spent  his  boyhood  near  Geneva, 
Texas,  on  the  farm,  and  after  the  local  schools  was  a 
student  in  the  Geneva  high  school.  One  summer  was 
spent  in  Baylor  University,  and  a  year  in  the  law 
department  of  Texas  University.  His  self-supporting 
career  began  as  a  school  teacher  in  the  country  of 
Sabine  county,  where  he  worked  three  years  in  the  school 
room,  and  for  two  years  was  at  Pennington  and  two 
years  in  the  city  schools  of  Groveton.  His  ambition 
was  definitely  centered  upon  the  law.  and  in  1905  he 
left  the  school  room,  and  prepared  himself  for  the  ex- 
aminations which  he  successfully  passed  in  the  following 
year. 

As  already  noted  his  career  in  the  law  has  been  one 
of  exceptional  success.  One  of  the  most  noted  cases  in 
which  he  and  his  partner  have  been  identified  was  the 
suit  brought  by  the  Consolidated  Louisiana  &  Texas 
Lumber  Company,  against  the  Southern  Pine  Lumber 
Company.  This  was  a  case  in  the  federal  court  jurisdic- 
tion, and  involved  a  claim  of  nine  hundred  thousand 
dollars  damages,  for  the  removal  of  timber  by  the 
Southern  Pine  Lumber  Company  from  a  league  of  land, 
which  the  plaintiff  claimed  to  own.  The  case  went  to 
the  federal  court,  Mr.  Minton  being  one  of  the  active 
attorneys  throughout,  and  at  the  end  a  judgment  of 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  was  handed  down  in  lieu  of  the 
nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  which  had  been  claimed. 
The  award  is  still  pending  on  appeal  before  the  circuit 
court  of  New  Orleans.  Various  other  suits  involving 
title  and  important  values  in  civil  cases  have  absorbed 
much  of  Mr.  Minton 's  time  and  ability  in  the  district 
courts.  He  practices  before  the  supreme  court,  having 
been  admitted  to  that  court  at  the  same  time  as  to  the 
lower  courts.  Mr.  Minton  is  one  of  the  stockholders 
of  the  Guaranty  State  Bank,  and  represents  it  as  attorney. 
He  has  general  supervision  of  the  sale  and  settlement 
of  the  "cut-over"  land  of  the  Southern  Pine  Lumber 
Company.  These  lands  are  being  advertised  and  set- 
tlers from  northern  and  eastern  states  are  rapidly  taking 


possession  and  converting  the  original  site  of  this  pine 
forest  into  productive  fields.  Mr.  Minton  is  a  Democrat, 
•  but  has  avoided  all  practical  polities.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  an  active  worker 
in  church  and  Sunday  school.  He  is  a  deacon  of  the 
Groveton  Baptist  church,  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
schools,  and  of  the  men  's  bible  class,  and  inter-denomina- 
tional class  for  the  study  of  the  bible,  has  been  a  delegate 
to  Baptist  a^<o,■iation^,  and  w-as  clerk  of  the  Sabine 
County  Asso.-ial  ion  :it  one  time. 

-Mr.  Minton  was  iii.-irried  at  Groveton  in  February, 
I'.Hi-j.  to  Miss  Lucy  KcTiley.  a  daughter  of  George  White- 
head Keuley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Minton  have  three  children: 
Robert  E.,  Rachael  and  Marjorie. 

George  Whitehead  Kenley,  father  of  Mrs.  Minton,  was 
born  at  San  Augustine,  Texas,  September  28,  1841.  His 
father,  Thomas  H.  Kenley,  founded  the  family  in  Trinity 
county  from  San  Augustine  countv.  He  was  born  in 
Kentucky  about  1813;  and  died  near  Old  Sumter,  in 
Trinity  county,  in  1871.  A  man  of  ordinary  education, 
he  spent  his  life  as  a  farmer,  was  honored  with  the  ofSce 
of  sheriff  of  Trinity  county,  and  held  that  position  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  an  early  settler  of  Texas 
and  went  out  from  San  Augustine  county  as  a  soldier  for 
the  Mexican  war,  being  with  General'  Taylor's  army. 
He  was  a  Democrat,  a  Methodist,  and  a  Master  Mason. 
By  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Potts  of  Kentucky,  he 
li.id  tlic  following  children:  Rachael,  who  first  married  a 
Mr.  ll.illniark,  and  later  Jlr.  Morgan,  and  had  children 
i.y  lioili  unions;  George  Whitehead;  Mary  J.,  who  mar- 
iicl  i):iiiiel  Murphy,  and  lived  in  Cherokee' county ;  Philip 
I).,  of  Coleman  county;  Thomas  H.,  of  Henderson  county; 
Lucinda,  who  married  Coleman  Ashworth,  and  spent  her 
life  in  Trinity  and  Montgomery  counties. 

Geor-e  Whiteliead  Kenley  grew  up  with  only  a  limited 
ediicat  loii.  iiiid  Ills  career  was  spent  as  a'  farmer.  He  came 
to  Tiinii^  coimrv  aliout  1849,  settling  near  Old  Sumpter, 
when.  Ii,.  iM,iiii,,|  and  later  lived  on  East  Prairie  and 
Nri.L;ali's  I'iiumc.  [iiiriim  il„.  »ar  he  entered  the  Con- 
fedciMt..  :irii\.  v;iu  ,.,  mc'it  dc:il  nt  service  but  was  never 
W011II.I...I  or  .:,|,tiir,..|.  Later  lie  was  affiliated  with  the 
I  nitcl  Contcdcnile  Xvt.'iuu^.  As  a  Democrat  in  polities 
he  succeeded  his  father  to  tlie  office  of  sheriff  of  Trinity 
county.  He  was  very  successful  as  a  farmer,  and  did  a 
great  deal  for  his  children,  whom  he  educated  and  pre- 
pared for  successful  careers  as  teachers  and  workers 
m  the  world.  He  was  married  on  March  4,  1869,  to 
Paralee  Chandler.  Her  father,  Carroll  T.  Chandler, 
came  to  Texas  from  Perry  county,  ALabama,  first  settling 
in  Cherokee  county,  where  he  was  a  farmer.  He  died 
while  a  Confederate  soldier  in  the  fall  of  1861.  His  wife 
whose  maiden  name  was  Amanda  Welch  of  Perrv  county' 
Alabama,  subsequently  married  a  Mr.  Duncan,  who  soon' 
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ner,  and  died  in  Trinity  county  with  four  children. 

The  children  of  George  Whitehead  Kenley  and  wife 
were:  Carrol  H.;  Samuel  P.,  of  Mertzon,  'Texas,  who 
married  Donna  Womack;  Richard  Oscar,  of  Los  Angeles, 
a  former  partner  in  law  with  Mr.  Minton,  and  who 
married  Leona  Womack;  Fannie,  who  married  Dr.  New- 
ton Jfc London  of  Groveton :  Minnie,  who  married  C.  D. 
Poe  of  Groveton ;  .Tonie.  wife  of  John  Clark  of  Houston 
county ;  Lucy,  who  married  R.  E.  Minton ;  David  Crockett, 
chief  engineer  of  the  Diball  Lumber  Companv;  Polk,  a 
teacher  at  Buna,  in  Jasper  county.  The  father  of  these 
children.  George  Whitehead  Kenley.  died  November  6, 
1905.  He  was  a  member  of  the'  Christian  church,  a 
Mason,  and  a  man  of  useful  life  and  influence  in  his 
community.  He  moved  to  Groveton  in  1903,  and  in  that 
town  educated  his  younger  children. 
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Thomas  jErrEiisoN  North.  Although  a  resident  of 
the  state  of  Texas  for  a  few  years  only,  Judge  Thomas 
Jefferson  North  has  won  a  name  and  friends  for  him-  • 
self.  He  is  one  of  the  most  successful  attorneys  in  Sey- 
mour, Texas,  and  since  he  has  been  elected  county  judge 
he  has  proved  as  successful  on  the  bench  as  he  was  at 
the  bar.  Judge  North  is  one  of  the  younger  members 
of  the  legal  fraternity  in  this  section  and  he  is  looked 
upon  by  the  more  experienced  lawyers  as  a  man  with  a 
brilliant  future  before  him,  for  he  not  only  has  natural 
ability  and  a  fine  education,  but  he  is  also  painstaking 
and  industrious. 

Judge  North  was  born  in  Bell  county,  Kentucky,  on 
the  21st  of  June,  1877.  He  went  to  school  in  his  native 
state  and  after  completing  the  course  offered  by  the 
public  schools  he  taught  school  in  order  to  earn  the  funds 
to  continue  his  education.  He  received  his  collegiate 
course  at  the  University  of  Kentucky  in  Lexington, 
Kentucky,  and  after  leaving  college  he  located  in  Stan- 
ford, Kentucky,  where  he  began  the  practice  of  law. 
After  a  year  in  this  locality  he  came  to  Texas,  arriving 
in  the  latter  state  in  August,  1905.  He  first  located  in 
Fannin  county.  After  practicing  his  profession  here  for 
a  tew  months  he  came  to  Seymour  and  established  an 
office  here.  This  was  in  1906  and  in  July  of  the  same 
year,  so  favorably  were  the  people  of  this  county  im- 
pressed with  his  personality  and  his  work,  he  was  nomi- 
nated and  elected  county  attorney.  After  serving  for 
six  years  in  this  office  he  was  elected  county  judge. 
This"  took  place  in  the  fall  of  1912  and  he  is  at  pres- 
ent filling  this  office. 

In  politics  Judge  North  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his 
party,  being  one  of  the  leaders  in  this  section.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Qhristian  church  and  is  active  in  church 
work,  being  at  present  an  elder  and  a  teacher  in  the 
Sunday  school.  In  the  fraternal  world  Judge  North 
is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and   the  Eebeccas. 

On  the  2.3d  of  December,  1909,  Judge  North  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Nancy  Naomi  Stevenson,  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Lexington,  Kentucky. 

Judge  North  has  become  as  true  a  lover  of  Texas  as 
any  of  her  native  sons.  He  takes  an  active  part  in 
every  movement  which  tends  to  the  betterment  of  con- 
ditions in  Seymour  and  to  the  improvement  of  the 
state  in  general.  He  says  that  it  seems  to  him  that  the 
climatic  conditions,  the  thrifty  class  of  people  who 
form  the  majority  of  the  citizens,  and  the  varied  busi- 
ness opportunities  will  make  Texas  one  of  the  best  states 
in  the  Union.  In  his  opinion  Texas  has  greater  oppor- 
tunities and  more  resources  than  any  other  section  of 
the  United  States. 

Stephen  J.  Treadwell.  After  a  long  service  as  tax 
collector  of  Angelina  county  Mr.  Treadwell  is  now  busied 
with  his  varied  property  interests  at  Lufkin,  and  to 
some  extent  is  a  farmer  in  this  vicinity.  Mr.  Treadwell 
comes  of  an  old  family  of  east  Texas,  and  three  genera- 
tions of  the  name  have  been  actively  identified  with  the 
professional  and  commercial  and  military  activities  of 
the  Lone  Star  state. 

Stephen  J.  Treadwell  was  born  at  Eetrieve  in  Angelma 
county,  Texas,  October  6,  1861,  and  grew  up  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Huntington,  being  educated  largely  in  the 
country  schools.  His  father,  Richard  LeRoy  Treadwell, 
died  while  on  duty  at  Tyler,  in  1S62.  as  one  of  Captain 
Anderson's  company  of  Confederate  soldiers.  At  that 
time  he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age.  Born  in  Cherokee 
countv.  Alabama,  he  ca'me  to  Texas  in  iS.56,  with  his 
father  Stephen  Tr(*adwell,  who  settled  near  Huntington 
in  Angelina  county.  Grandfather  Stephen  Treadwell 
was  born  in  Georgia  in  1810,  got  a  fair  education,  and 
after  the  war  taught  school  for  some  time  near  Hunt- 
ington. His  death  occurred  there  in  1892.  He  was  a 
Democrat,  and  quite  active 
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to  1876  he  served  in  the  office  of  county  clerk.  His 
church  was  the  Baptist,  and  he  was  a  close  observer  of 
church  rules  and  took  pains  to  criticise  the  brethren 
who  violated  their  pledge  to  the  church.  He  used  no 
stimulants  or  narcotics,  and  prided  himself  on  these 
virtues.  Stephen  Treadwell  first  married  Miss  Faith 
Jordan,  who  died  in  Alabama.  Her  children  were: 
Richard  LeRoy;  Martha,  who  married  Frank  Neyland, 
and  lives  in  Angelina  county;  Mary,  who  married  Frank 
Higginbotham,  and  died  in  Angelina  county;  Clementine, 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Brashear,  died  in  this  county;  Catherine,  Mrs. 
I.  N.  Fortenberry;  Joseph,  of  Angelina  county;  and 
John,  who  died  in  Ellis  county,  Texas.  For  his  second 
wife  Stephen  Treadwell  married  Sallie  Williams,  who 
bore  him  the  following  children:  Frances,  who  died  at 
Tahlequah,  Oklahoma,  as  the  wife  of  ,T.  A.  Thompson,  a 
Cherokee  Indian;  Dr.  W.  B.  Treadwell,  of  Lufkin;  and 
T.  J.  Treadwell  of  Burke. 

Richard  LeRoy  Treadwell  spent  his  brief  life  as  a 
farmer  in  Angelina  county,  where  he  married  Sarah  E. 
Morgan,  a  daughter  of  Jack  Morgan,  who  came  from 
Cherokee  county,  Alabama,  though  a  Georgian  by  birth, 
and  located  in  Texas  in  1855.  His  death  occurred  in 
Red  River  county  of  this  state  in  1873.  Mrs.  Sarah 
Treadwell  was  born  in  Cherokee  county,  Alabama,  in 
1842.  Richard  and  Sarali  Treadwell  had  only  two 
children,  the  elder  being  Stephen  J,  and  the  younger 
Mary,  wife  of  I.  D.  Clark,  of  Burke. 

Stephen  J.  Treadwell  finished  a  five-year  period  of 
teaching  at  Burke  in  Angelina  county,  and  then  took  up 
merchandising  in  that  village,  a  vocation  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  ten  years  and  thus  laid  the  basis  for  his 
material  prosperity. 

While  living  at  Burke  the  citizens  honored  him  with 
election  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  county 
commissioner,  and  he  served  the  county  in  that  capacity 
for  aliout  two  years.  In  1900  came  his  election  as  tax 
collector.  Up  to  that  time  the  duties  of  tax  collector 
had  been  performed  as  a  joint  office,  and  Mr.  Treadwell 
was  the  first  to  be  elected  to  the  distinctive  office  of 
tax  collector.  His  service  was  in  the  highest  degree 
creditable,  and  efficient,  and  no  better  proof  of  this  is 
to  be  found  than  the  fact  that  he  was  reelected  and 
kept  in  office  ten  years.  At  the  present  time  he  is 
occupied  only  with  his  property  interests  in  Lufkin  and 
in  supervision  of  his  farming.  , 

His  political  affiliations  have  always  been  with  the 
dominant  party,  and  he  has  occasionally  attended  judicial, 
congressional  or  state  conventions  on  the  delegations  from 
Angelina  county.  He  was  a  Hogg  partisan  in  the  his- 
toric convention  of  1892,  when  the  convention  was  dis- 
rupted and  two  Democratic  candidates  were  placed 
before  the  people  for  the  office  of  governor. 

In  Lufkin,  September  6,  1885.  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Stephen  J.  Treadwell  and  Miss  Mollii 
Robb,  a  daughter  of  E.  L.  Robb,  and  -a  sister  of  Judge 
E.  B.  Robb,  who  has  rendered  much  and  valuable  public 
service  to  Angelina  county.  Three  daughters  comprise 
the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Treadwell,  namely:  Eda 
is  a  graduate  of  the  School  of  Industrial  Arts  at  Denton, 
with  the  class  of  1909,  and  has  since  taught  in  the  city 
schools  of  Lufkin ;  Eula,  who  graduated  from  the  Hunts- 
ville  Normal  School  in  1911,  is  the  wife  of  Kenneth 
Hoskins,  of  Lufkin ;  Josephine  graduated  from  the  Sara 
Houston  Normal  in  1912  and  is  now  a  teacher  at  Diboll, 
Texas.  Mr.  Treadwell  is  a  past  master  of  the  Homer 
Blue  Lodge  of  Masons,  and  has  been  a  representative 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  on  several  occasions.  He  is  also 
affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Eugene  W.  Copley.  A  successful  business  mat 
formerly  one  of  the  leading  lumber  dealers  of  Dallas 
Mr.  Copley  in  recent  years  has  become  best  known  as 
practical  scientist,  a  noted  collector  of  wild  animals, 
taxidermist,  and  as  proprietor  of  the  popular  Jungle 
land,  an  institution  which  is  probably  known  to  ever 
citizen   of  Dallas  and  has  a  reputation   throughout  thi 
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territory  ot  which  Dallas  is  the  iiictrdpnlis.  Mr.  Copley 
has  been  a  lover  and  devoted  stndriii  of  ili.'  :iiiiiiial  king- 
dom since  he  was  a  boy  and  attci  attainiii;;  tn  reasonable 
degree  of  success  in  business,  i^imiiU'd  lumself  the 
happy  privilege  of  giving  all  his  atleutiou  to  the  scientific 
bent  of  his  nature. 

Born  in  1878  in  Missouri,  Mr,  Copley's  parents,  John 
M.  and  Corie  M.  (Billingtoii)  Copley,  came  to  Texas  in 
1880,  locating  at  Doiitoii,  in  nci.tnii  ,  nmity,  where  the 
father  was  a  lawvn  Im  niany  vcai^.  li'raicd  in  Denton 
county,  Eugene  W.  Cuj.lcv  attfiiilcd  Ihc  |Mildii:-  schools 
and  manifested  slnm-  iiirlinatiojis  for  ilir  file  outdoors. 
It  was  his  disposition  to  find  his  most  slimnlaiinn  lessons 
in  the  life  of  the  field  and  woods  rather  than  m  t  ho  dry 
books  of  the  schoolroom.  These  tastes  Ird  lino  lo  lake 
up  the  study  of  taxidermy,  and  it  was  his  pihilcgo  to 
study  under  Professor  William  T.  Uornaday,  then  a 
resident  of  Oklahoma  Cily,  but  now  distinguished  as  one 
of  the  greatest  naturalists  ot  Anici  icti  and  director  of 
the  Bronx  Park  Zoold^i.al  ilanleus  of  New  York  City, 
Professor  Honiaday  was  also  (me  of  the  originators  of 
the  National  ihi^.nni  at   Washington,  D.  C. 

In  1903  Mr.  i'(.|i|(.\  ihomnI  from  Denton  to  Dallas,  and 
in  190IJ  foiuiili-d  ih,  (  Iihn  .^  ( 'upley  Lumber  Company,  of 
which  ho  was  \iro  |,M-hKnt  and  manager.  The  yards  of 
this  estahlisliiiirht  urir  at  'I'riith  and  Lancaster  Streets 
in  Oak  (liff.  In  M  inli,  IIMifl,  Mr.  Copley  retired  from 
the  busiiiiss.  .-iftei  a  successful  career  in  which  he  had 
developi'd  tia'  i(jiii|-aiiy  to  large  proportions  and  during 
which  tiiiio  lie  had  erected  a  number  of  fine  residences 
in   Dallas   and   Oak   Cliif. 

In  the  meantime  he  had  been  busy,  so  far  as  business 
allowed,  in  gathering  a  sjilendid  collection  of  birds,  fish 
and  reptiles  and  all  manner  of  wild  animals,  as  the 
nucleus  for  his  museum.  Beginning  with  his  studies 
under  Professor  Hornaday  he  had  become  an  expert 
taxidermist  and  on  retiring  from  business  he  founded  a 
museum  at  Dallas  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  This 
museum  was  first  locatcil  in  Oak  ClilT.  but  siilisocniciitly 
has  been  moved  to  Elm  stioot  in  hnllas.  'I'hr  i  Uploy 
collection  is  without  dould  l  lie  l;iii;os|  uf  i\^  kiiol  in  llio 
south,  and  comprises  not  only  li\o  \xild  aniinal-,  but  also 
large  numbers  of  mounted  spccimons,  iitrlndinu  Inin.lrods 
of  wild  animals,  birds,  tish  and  reptiles.  .Mr.  i  (i|ilcy 
maintains  four  traveling  shows,  which  tiaM'l  tlimn^hout 
the  south  and  comprise  mostly  the  trained  wild  animals 
which  he  has  gathered  together.  These  traveling  collec- 
tions are  used  principally  for  educational  purposes,  being 
useful  to  the  schools  in  demonstrating  their  natural 
history  work. 

Mr.  Copley  was  married  in  1002  to  Miss  Maud  Evelyn 
Connor,  a  daughter  of  John  A.  Connor  of  Dallas.  Their 
two  children  are  Evelyn  Eugenia  and  Helen.  The  Copley 
residence  is  at  306%  N.  Akard  Street. 

John  Sherwood  Fannin.-  Though  established  in  the 
practice  of  law  in  Dallas  but  a  comparatively  brief  time, 
it  has  been  the  good  fortune  of  John  Sherwood  Fannin 
to  secure  more  than  ordinary  prominence  and  position  in 
his  profession,  and  his  name  is  well  established  in  profes- 
sional circles  in  the  Dallas  County  B.ar.  as  well  as  in 
ad.ioiniui^  remit  ifs  and  X.otli  Tonus,  as  tlio  ivsnlt  of 
his  acti\itirs  tlins  I'm.  Ilr  lias  .•,indii.-n-<l  |iiarMr,.  in 
Dallas  siiiro  l!ili;),  l„,tli  indo|Hanlcntly  and  witli  parlliors. 
and  is  now  a  memlier  of  Uie  firm  of  I'annm  iV:  Yoiinu. 
blood,  located  in  the  Wilson  Building,  this  city.      • 

Born  in  Chatfield,  Navarro  county,  Texas,  on  April  2, 
1876,  Mr.  Fannin  is  a  sou  of  D.  H.  and  .Yirtniia  i  Adams') 
Fannin,   of   Alabama.      ITo    ror,.iv,-d   lil-    ,-.1m.  ;,t  ■. -,    'i     ili,. 

public  schools,  hi-  hi-!i   ->  1 1   ,..     -.    I.    ■  _  i 

attendance   at    tlio    S(,nihiiii    I'm.'     ■  '\  .,:  , 

Tennessee,  and  also  later  at  tlio  Tm  ,1!  I  m  u  .-i  -  it  i .  T.-i  i  .H, 
Texas.  Mr.  Fannin  also  taught  s.hool  four  s.lmo]  years 
in  Alabama,  beginning  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen,  and 
continuing  until  the  age  of  twenty,  when  he  returned  to 
Texas,  and  in  1899  he  located  at  Dallas,  establishing 
himself  in  the  offices  of  Coke  &  Coke,  attorneys  of  this 


city,  and  under  their  guidance  resumed  his  study  of  law, 
suppjlementing  his  work  there  with  eighteen  nionths' 
attendance  at  the  Dallas  Law  School.  Mr.  Fannin  did 
not  actively  engage  in  the  practice  of  law  until  on  March 
30,  1909,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  about 
November  1,  1911,  he  established  the  firm  of  Fannin, 
Underwood  &  Y'oungblood,  but  about  August,  1912,  Mr. 
Underwood  withdrew  and  the  firm  became  Fannin  & 
Youngblood  and  lias  loiiducted  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful partnerships  known  to  the  city.  Mr.  Fannin  has 
handled  some  ot  tlio  bi"  .ases  in  this  county,  as  well  as 
some  in  ad,ioiuing  i-oniitics,  since  he  became  established 
in  the  profession,  and  in  1912  was  leading  counsel  for 
the  defense  in  the  noted  murder  trial  of  the  State  vs. 
Bob  Davis.  This  case  attracted  wide  attention  in  the 
state  because  of  prominence  of  the  principals  and  was 
especially  interesting  to  Dallas  people.  In  February, 
1908,  Mr.  Fannin  was  married  to  Miss  Belle  Brunson, 
the  daughter  of  H.  D.  Brunson,  of  Alabama,  and  they 
have    one    child,    a   boy    born    January   9,    1909. 

It  may  be  said  here  that  the  Fannins  are  a  noted  Texas 
family,  and  men  of  the  same  name  have  held  many  city 
and  s'tate  political  i.ositions.  D.  H.  Fannin,  the  father 
of  the  Dallas  hiwym.  ti night  in  all  the  principal  battles 
of  the  Civil  Wii.  -Ih  h  ,1-.  (iettysburg,  Nashville,  Lookout 
Mountain,  Mi--i<iii  irx  l;ol'.;i>  and  was  a  member  of  Hood's 
Texas  Brigade 

J.  H.  PiCKRELL.  In  the  development  and  upbuilding 
of  an  important  financial  and  fidueiarv  institution  which 
was  the  fiist  of  its  kind  in  the  stale  of  Texas,  Mr. 
Picki'oll  has  I n  the  dominating  forr,'  and  hr  has  wit- 
nessed tlii'  iipliiiihiing  of  a  substantial  and  .-.nistantly 
expamllng  Inisincss  on  the  j^art  of  the  rtoporation  of 
which  he  is  vice-])resident  and  general  manager  and 
which  was  organized  in  the  face  of  strong  opposition 
on  the  part  of  those  identified  with  institutions  with 
which  it  might  possibly  come  into  competition,  as  well 
as  by  others  who  were  skeptical  concerning  the  demand 
for  or  legitimai-y  of  its  functions.  It  has  been  a  source 
of   great   satisfaction   to   ilr.   Pickrell   to   prove   to   such 
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J,     H.     Piekroll, 

Dallas  Title  &  (i 
apipointed  offices  a 
old  state  of  South 
and  is  a  scion  of  s 

in  Pickens  county,  South  Carolina,  in  1S66,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  E.  and  Ella  (McMaster)  Pickrell,  both 
of  whom  were  likewise  natives  of  that  commonwealth 
and  representatives  of  families  that  were  there  founded 
in  an  early  day.  In  1869  William  R.  Pickrell  came  with 
his  family  to  Texas  and  numbered  himself  among  the 
pioneers  of  Wise  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
.iiid  -le.  h  -i.iwim.;  and  contributed  his  due  quota  to  civic 
'I  -    '   III   .i.\eh.pnient   and  l)rogress. 

t  Im  .    -I  1 1-  III'   I'eratur,  judicial  center  of  Wise 

.Miii;i,,  fe\ii-.  .idnrded  .1.  It.  PickrclI  his  early  educa- 
tional advantages,  and  he  is  thoroughly  and  insistently 
a  Texan  in  spirit  and  breeding,  as  he  was  a  chUd  of 
but  three  years  at  the  time  of  the  family  immigration 
to  the  Lone  Star  state.  That  he  made  good  use  of  his 
scholastic   opportunities  is  shoi\n   by  the  fact   that   when 
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but  eighteen  years  of  age  he  gave  effective  service  as  tem- 
porary principal  of  the  Decatur  high  school,  in  which 
he  himself  had  been  graduated  a  short  time  previously. 
In  pursuance  of  higher  academic  studies  he  entered 
Mansfield  College,  at  Manstield,  Tarrant  county,  where 
he  was  a  student  during  the  regime  of  Professor  John 
Collier  as  executive  head  of  the  institution.  In  further- 
ance of  his  educational  work  he  finally  was  matriculated 
in  the  normal  uuiversity,  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  in  which  he 
was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1SS7  and 
from  which  he  received  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Sci- 
ence and  Civil  Engineer.  Having  in  the  meanwhile  deter- 
mined to  enter  the  legal  profession,  he  availed  himself 
of  the  advantages  of  the  law  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Texas,  at  Austin,  as  well  as  of  effective  priv- 
ate preceptorship,  and  in  1S90  he  proved  himself  eligible 
for  ami  \v:is  admitted  to  the  Texas  bar,  at  Decatur,  the 
eajiital  of  his  limiie  county. 

In  Ib'.i;'.  -Mr.  I'ickrell  established  his  residence  in  the 
city  01  Dallas,  where  he  became  identified  with  the 
representative  law  firm  of  Leake,  Henry  &  Reeves. 
Early  in  his  professional  career  he  began  to  give  special 
attention  to  real-estate  law,  and  in  this  field  of  prac- 
tice he  gained  wide  experience  and  definite  precedence. 
His  activities  along  this  line  led  to  his  promotion  of  a 
business  enterprise  for  which  he  discerned  a  definite 
necessity,  and  in  1902  he  effected  the  organization  and 
incorporation  of  the  North  Texas  Land  Title  Company, 
of  which  he  became  vice-president  and  general  man- 
ager. Through  careful,  discriminating  and  legitimate 
means  he  made  this  corporation  a  medium  for  important 
functions,  in  the  identification,  verifying  and  guarantee- 
ing of  land  titles  throughout  the  various  counties  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  state,  and  since  the  consolidation  of 
the  business  with  that  of  the  Dallas  Title  &  Guarantee 
Company,  in  August,  1906,  the  functions  of  the  concern 
have  been  still  further  vitalized  and  expanded,  the  while 
he  has  continued  to  serve  with  marked  ability  as  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  consolidated  in- 
stitution, which  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important 
of  its  kind  in  Texas,  even  as  it  was  the  first  of  the 
kind  to  be  organized  in  the  state.  There  has  been  an 
unqualified  popular  approval  of  its  functions  and  man- 
agement and  the  enterprise  has  become  one  of  far- 
reaching  and  benignant  influence  in  connection  with  in- 
dustrial and  business  activities  that  form  the  basis  of 
generic  progress  and  prosperity  in  this  section  of  the 
great  state  of  Texas,  the  success  which  has  attended 
its  operations  having  most  effectually  silenced  the  ob- 
jections and  skepticism  which  attended  its  projection 
and  organization.  Mr.  Pickrell  is  also  a  member  of  the 
directorate  of  the  Dallas  Trust  &  Savings  Bank,  and 
other  of  the  staunch  institutions  of  the  metropolis  of 
northern  Texas,  and  he  is  the  owner  of  valuable  realty 
in  his  home  city  and  county,  the  while  he  has  at  all 
times  stood  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  loyal  and  liberal 
citizens  whose  public  spirit  has  been  shown  in  definite 
actiron.  He  has  largely  withdrawn  from  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  owing  to  the  exigent  demands  placed 
upon  him  by  his  other  important  interests.  His  political 
allegiance  is  given  to  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  has 
manifested  naught  of  predilection  for  the  honors  or 
emoluments  of  public  office.  Mr.  Pickrell  has  not  identi- 
fied himself  with  clubs  or  fraternal  organizations,  but 
he  gained  to  himself  a  host  of  friends  and  is  a  popu- 
lar factor  in  the  business  and  social  life  of  Dallas,  his 
attractive  home  being  at  the  corner  of  St.  John's  drive 
and  Lexington  avenue,  in  the  beautiful  Highland  Park 
district  of  Dallas. 

Hon.  William  B.  Lewis.  It  is  not  a  light  function 
to  describe  justly  or  adequately  the  life  of  a  man  who 
has  had  an  active  and  eminently  busy  career,  and  who 
has  attained  to  a  position  of  high  relative  distinction 
in  the  community  in  which  his  interests  are  located.    Yet 


biography  finds  its  most  complete  justification  in  the 
tracing  and  recording  of  such  a  life  history,  for  if  his- 
tory teaches  by  example,  the  lessons  inculcated  by  biog- 
raphy must  be  still  more  impressive.  We  see  exhibited 
in  the  varieties  of  human  character,  under  different  cir- 
cumstances, something  to  instruct  us  in  our  duty,  and 
to  encourage  our  efforts,  under  every  emergency.  There 
is  perhaps  no  concurrence  of  events  which  produce  this 
effect  more  certainly,  than  the  steps  by  which  distinction 
has  been  acquired  through  the  unaided  efforts  of  youth- 
ful enterprise,  as  illustrated  in  the  life  of  Hon.  William 
B.  Lewis,  county  judge  of  Hale  county,  and  superin- 
tendent of  public  schools  of  Plainview,  Texas. 

Judge  Lewis  was  born  in  Limestone  county,  Texas, 
March  20,  1876,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  H.  and  Mary 
J.  (Georgej  Lewis.  The  pa'ternal  grandfather,  Benja- 
min Lewis,  was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America, 
coming  from  Ireland  during  the  early  part  of  the  nine- 
teenth ceutury  and  settling  in  Virginia,  %vhere  he  became 
a  successful  planter.  Subsequently,  he  moved  to  Ala- 
bama and  in  1854  came  to  Texas,  where  the  remaining 
years  of  his  life  were  spent.  Henry  H.  Lewis  was  born 
in  Alabama,  and  was  stUl  a  youth  when  brought  to 
Texas.  Settling  in  Limestone  county,  he  was  reared 
on  his  father 's  ranch,  being  thoroughly  trained  in  all 
matters  which  are  desirable  for  the  successful  stockraiser 
and  farmer  to  know.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  be- 
tween the  South  and  the  North  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  and  as  a  private  participated  in  a  num- 
ber of  fiercely  contested  engagements,  among  them 
Lookout  Mountain,  but  was  never  wounded.  Near  the 
close  of  the  war,  however,  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and 
on  being  exchanged  returned  to  Texas  and  re-enlisted 
under  Gen.  Kirby  Smith.  On  his  return  to  the  pursuits 
of  peace  he  again  took  up  agricultural  work,  in  which 
he  was  engaged  successfully  until  his  death,  in  1885,  in 
Taylor  county.  In  political  matters  he  was  a  demo- 
crat, while  his  religious  connection  was  with  the  Baptist 
church.  His  wife  was  born  in  Texas,  the  daughter  of 
a  pioneer  Methodist  minister  of  this  State,  and  she  still 
survives,  being  a  resident  of  Abilene,  Texas,  and  the 
mother  of  six  children,  of  whom  two  are  deceased,  Wil- 
liam B.  being  the  second  oldest  living  and  the  third  in 
order  of  birth. 

During  the  entire  period  of  his  school  days,  William 
B.  Lewis  worked  faithfully  at  various  employments  in 
order  to  pay  for  his  tuition,  and  when  he  entered  Buf- 
falo Gap  College  he  was  forced  to  ride  horseback  six- 
teen miles  daily.  While  a  student  in  this  college,  he 
took  up  the  profession  of  teaching,  in  which  he  continued 
four  years,  in  the  meanwhile  graduating  with  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  in  1897.  He  had  prosecuted 
his  law  studies  assiduously  whenever  the  opportunity 
offered,  and  in  1899  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  at  once 
entering  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Abilene, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1909.  In  1904  he 
was  elected  county  attorney,'  a  position  in  which  he 
served  eflieiently  vmtil  1908,"  and  in  1909,  on  coming  to 
Plainview,  at  once  interested  himself  in  public  and  polit- 
ical matters,  soon  becoming  known  as  an  active  worker 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party.  In  the  spring  of 
1912  he  became  his  party's  candidate  for  the  county 
judgeship  of  Hale  county,  and  was  successful  in  the 
election  which  followed,  being  also  chosen  superinteml- 
ent  of  schools.  He  still  continues  to  hold  these  offices, 
and  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  has  shovm  him- 
self fair,  impartial  and  conscientious,  winning  alike 
the  respect  of  the  members  of  the  bar  and  the  confi- 
dence of  the  general  public.  Although  the  greater  part 
of  his  time  is  demanded  by  the  duties  of  his  office, 
he  has  outside  interests,  being  a  director  in  the  Na- 
tional Temperance  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Dallas 
and  having  large  holdings  in  cattle  in  Hale  county.  He] 
is  a  member  of  the  County  Judges  and  District  audi 
County  Clerks  Associations,  holds  membership  in  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  attends  the  Baptist  church. 


ijiX^M^fi&ffsmifi^^Mf&i^ 


^>  &^^\    w    .*».  ^   >    \'  \ 


\{^0m>  >"!t^i 


:ii";^  irfil 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


1663 


His  fraternal  connections  are  with  the  local  lodges  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  the  Pretorians  and  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

On  July  31,  1904,  Judge  Lewis  was  married  in  Jones 
county,  Texas,  to  Miss  Ola  McLaughlin,  who  was  born  in 
Arkansas,  daughter  of  E.  B.  McLaughlin,  at  present  a 
resident  of  Dickens  county.  To  this  union  there  has 
been  born  one  child:  Juanita,  born  November  19,  1905, 
at  Abilene,  Taylor  county. 

Alexander  B.  Phillips.  One  of  the  ablest  men  in 
the  fire  insurance  field  of  Texas  is  Mr.  Alexander  K. 
Phillips  of  Dallas,  the  special  agent  for  the  German 
American  Insurance  Company  of  New  York.  In  1S97, 
when  just  out  of  school,  and  a  boy  of  seventeen,  he  was 
given  his  opportunity.  This  opportunity  consisted  in 
subjecting  himself  to  the  demands  and  requirements  that 
might  be  made  of  a  general  office  boy  in  an  insurance 
office.  He  did  about  everything  an  office  boy  would  be 
asked  to  do,  and  at  the  same  time  was  learning  the  in- 
surance business.  At  the  end  of  three  years  he  had 
advanced  to  the  place  of  special  inspector  and  rate-clerk 
for  the  Hartford  Fire  Ins.  Co.  He  then  became  special 
agent  of  the  Springfield  Fire  &  Marine  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Massachusetts.  He  remained  with  that  com- 
pany four  years,  and  then  became  special  agent  of  the 
Insurance  Company  of  North  America.  While  with  the 
latter  concern,  the  disastrous  conflagration  at  Houston 
occurred,  and  he  was  one  of  the  adjusters  that  handled 
these  losses.  Mr.  Phillips  was  with  the  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  North  America  for  eight  years,  and  resigned 
in  order  to  accept  the  special  agency  of  the  German- 
American  Insurance  Company  of  New  York.  His  ofBces 
at  Dallas  are  in  the  Insurance  Building. 

Alexander  E.  Phillips  was  horn  in  Waco,  Texas,  Febru- 
ary 8,  1880,  a  son  of  George  P.  and  Florence  E.  (Min- 
ney)  Phillips.  His  father  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
in  North  Texas,  locating  first  at  Sherman  and  then  in 
Dallas  and  from  there  becoming  a  pioneer  of  the  west 
Texas  town  of  Abilene,  where  he  erected  the  first  frame 
building  which  adorned  that  town.  He  continued  his 
residence  in  Aliilpne  until  1893,  then  moved  to  Dallas. 

Alexander  R.  Phillips,  as  a  boy,  was  educated  in  the 
pulilic  schools  of  Dallas,  and  at  the  Dallas  Academy, 
being  graduated  from  the  latter  institution  in  1897  and 
almost  immediately  entering  upon  his  practical  business 
career  in  the  insurance  field.  He  stands  very  high  in 
all  insurance  circles,  and  in  1910  was  selected  as  one  of 
the  special  committee  to  formulate  the  general  insur- 
ance schedules  used  throughout  the  state.  The  adoption 
of  this  new  schedule  of  rates  was  an  important  event 
in  fire  insurance  history  in  Texas,  and  the  schedules  then 
adopted  are  the  ones  now  regularly  used  in  all  otfices. 
Mr.  Phillips  is  also  an  active  member  of  the  Texas  Fire 
Prevention  Association.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent 
laymen  of  the  Southern  Presbyterian  Church  being  an 
elder  in  his  home  church.  Jlr.  Phillips,  on  February  4, 
1903,  married  Miss  Anna  Garlington,  a  daughter  of 
M.  D.  Garlington  of  Dallas. 

Hakrt  E.  Gordon.  As  president  of  the  Texas  State 
Society  of  Public  Accountants  Mr.  Gordon  both  oiE- 
cially  and  through  the  prestige  of  his  acknowledged  abil- 
ity occupies  the  leadership  in  this  important  department 
of  commerce.  Mr.  Gordon  is  a  thoroughly  trained  pub- 
lic accountant,  and  a  year  or  so  ago  came  from  New 
York  City  to  Dallas  where  he  rapidly  became  acknowl- 
edged as  one  of  the  most  capable  and  successful  in  his 
profession. 

Harry  E.  Gordon  is  a  native  of  the  historic  old  town 
of  Haverill,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  born  on  the 
twenty-first  of  July,  1880.  His  family  belongs  to  the 
old  New  England  ancestry.  His  parents  were  Jamea 
W.  of  state  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Sarah  (Matthews) 
Gordon,  of  the  state  of  Maine.     James  W.  Gordon,  the 


father,  was  for  fifty-two  years  a  carriage  manufacturer 
in  Massachusetts  and  when  he  retired  from  his  long 
years  of  business  he  was  a  wealthy  man,  and  moved  from 
Massachusetts  to  New  Hampshire  to  spend  his  declin- 
ing years.  This  branch  of  the  Gordon  family  is  directlv 
descended  from  the  Scotch  Clan  of  Gordons,  probably 
the  most  noted  in  Scotch  history,  and  from  the  viewpoint 
and  judgment  of  many  capable  historians,  it  was  the 
Gordons,  who,  with  their  money  and  their  bravery  and 
their  enterprise  really  established  Scotland  as  a  nation. 
Mr.  Gordon's  mother  belonged  to  the  old  colonial  Amer- 
ican stock  and  she  has  membership  in  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution  and  she  is  a  niece  of  Major 
General  Wilkes  West,  who  was  a  major  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army. 

Mr.  Harry  E.  Gordon  received  his  education,  accord- 
ing to  the  standards  of  his  New  England  rearing,  and 
subsequently  took  up  the  practical  work  of  accountancy. 
In  1910  he  graduated  from  the  New  York  University  as 
an  accountant,  and  in  August  of  the  same  year  located 
in  Dallas  where  he  established  an  office  as  a  public 
accountant  in  connection  with  Peter  &  Company.  On 
November  1.5,  1911,  he  organized  the  present  firm  of  H. 
E.  Gordon  &  Company,  public  accountants,  with  offices 
in  the  Wilson  Building.  Mr.  Gordon  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Texas  State  Society  of  Public  Accountants  on 
the  22nd  of  May,  1912,  and  he  is  also  auditor  of  the 
Advertising  League  of  Dallas.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
college  fraternity  of  Delta  Sigma  Phi  of  the  New  York 
University.  Mr.  Gordon  was  married  at  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, September  26,  1912,  to  Miss  Fannie  Schnittker. 

Robert  W.  Eaton.  As  an  exemplification  of  the  high 
position  to  which  a  life  of  industry,  perseverance  and 
well-directed  effort  may  bring  an  individual,  the  career 
of  the  late  Robert  W.  Eaton  is  an  interesting  study. 
Early  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  by  the  death  of 
his  father,  with  but  ordinary  advantages  of  an  educa- 
tional nature  and  no  financial  assistance,  he  persistently 
worked  his  way  to  the  front  ranks  of  business  meii, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  September  26,  1910,  was 
widely  known  in  county  politics.  Mr.  Eaton  was  born 
at  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky,  in  1855,  and  was  a  son 
of  Wesley  and  Nancy  (Drake)  Eaton,  the  latter  being 
directly  descended  from  Sir  Francis  Drake.  Mr.  Eaton  's 
parents,  natives  of  Kentucky,  are  both  deceased.  There 
were  eight  children  in  their  family,  as  follows:  Sarah, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Theodore  Dishman,  still  a  resident  of 
Kentucky;  Catherine,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Price,  also  deceased;  Newton,  who  has  passed 
away;  Robert  W.;  Belle,  who  is  single  and  a  resident 
of  Kentucky;  Fannie,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Jones, 
of  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky;  Rochester,  who  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Dallas,  Texas;   and  Wesley,  who  is  deceased. 

Robert  W.  Eaton  was  reared  upon  the  old  Kentucky 
homestead  place,  and,  his  father  being  a  farmer,  he 
was  brought  up  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  His  educational 
advantages  were  somewhat  limited,  as  the  death  of  his 
father  necessitated  his  going  to  work  when  still  but  a 
lad.  but  he  was  intelligent  and  ambitions,  made  the  most 
of  his  opportunities,  and  managed  to  gain  a  good  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  important  things  in  life.  The 
mother  managed  to  keep  her  little  brood  about  her,  and 
taught  them  habits  of  industry  and  honesty  and  en- 
deavored to  fit  them  for  the  positions  they  were  to  fill  in 
life.  Mr.  Eaton  remained  in  Kentucky  until  1880,  in 
which  year  he  migrated  to  Texas,  and  settled  on  a  farm 
in  the  vicinity  of  Dallas.  He  remained  thereon  for  some 
eighteen  years,  meeting  with  signal  success  in  his  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  operations,  and  in  1898  came  to 
Dallas,  which  was  his  home  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
For  years  Mr.  Eaton  had  been  an  active  worker  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Democratic  party  in  Dallas  county,  and  in 
1898  he  became  his  party's  candidate  for  a  position  on 
the  board  of  county  commissioners,  to  which  he  was 
subsequently   elected    and   served   two    terms.      He    then 
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made  the  race  for  sheriff  of  Dallas  county,  but  met 
with  defeat,  and  again  became  the  nominee  for  county 
commissioner.  He  was  again  returned  a  victor,  and 
was  serving  in  that  capacity  at  the  tmie  of  his  death. 
Mr.  Eaton  's  public  record  was  one  of  conscientious  serv- 
ice to  Ins  irlh.w  lit  i;ins.  He  had  a  high  regard  for  the 
respousiliilitics  c.r  )iiililii-  office  and  it  was  ever  his  object 
to  furtliti  till.-.'  iiiiiviMuents  which  made  for  progress, 
education,  iiinr;iliiy  :iiiil  good  citi2enship.  In  both  pub- 
lic and  iiri\,iic  III.'  he  was  highly  esteemed,  and  his 
death  n \r.|   Ikhh    Dallas  one  of  its  most  zealous  and 

public-sjiinli'.l    cil  I,  rllS. 

Mr.  iiaton  »as  married  to  Miss  Mera  Dishman,  a 
native  of  Mississippi  and  a  daughter  of  Jerry  and  Bettie 
(Woodard)  Dishman.  Mr.  Dishman  was  a  carpenter  by 
occupation,  and  came  of  a  family  of  Kentuckians,  while 
his  wife's  people  were  from  Georgia.  There  were  five 
children  in  the  Dishman  family:  Mera,  who  became  Mrs. 
Eaton;  Ella,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Harris,  of  Eobie, 
Texas ;  Cora,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Darnell,  of  Abi- 
lene, Texas;  Jerry,  a  stockman  of  that  city;  and  Bettie, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Ben  Harwood,  of  Abilene.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Eaton  were  married  in  1880,  and  became  the 
parents  of  these  children :  May,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Tom  Marsh,  of  Dallas  county,  and  has  one  child, — 
Thomas;  Benjamin,  who  is  single  and  resides  at  hoine 
with  his  mother;  Robert,  a  well-known  business  man 
of  Dallas,  who  has  two  children, — Wilkin  and  Robbie; 
and  Beulah,  who  is  the  wife  of  Earl  Lynn,  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Eaton  was  brought  up  in  the  faith  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  church,  and  was  a  liberal  supporter  of  its 
various  religious  and  charitable  movements.  He  was 
known  as  a  generous,  big-hearted  man,  and  one  who 
never  refused  aid  to  worthy  enterprises.  Fraternally, 
he  was  connected  with  the  local  lodges  of  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
in  both  of  which  he  was  very  popular.  Since  his  demise, 
his  widow  has  resided  at  No.  4:204  Ross  avenue,  Dallas,  in 
the  vicinity  of  which  location  she  is  widely  and  favorably 


Stephen  A.  Dougl.\s.  As  an  institution  for  the  pre- 
paratory training  of  young  men  and  young  women  the 
Douglas  Select  School  of  Waco  has  a  record  during 
seventeen  years,  not  only  of  progressive  growth  and 
prosperity,  but  of  broadening  and  increasing  efficiency 
and  usefulness.  Already  many  successful  men,  in  the 
professions  and  in  business  and  affairs,  credit  that  school 
with  having  furnished  them  encouragement  and  a  good 
start  on  their  career. 

The  founder  of  the  school,  Stoiilieu  A.  Douglas,  was 
born  in  Downington,  Meigs  ccinnty,  Ohio,  November  27, 
1866.  His  father,  Henry  M.  Ii(ui'nlns,  lioru  in  the  same 
part  of  Ohio  in  1839,  retired  from  farming  in  1900  and 
spent  the  closing  years  of  his  long  life  in  Texas,  where 
he  died  in  1913.  The  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  A.  McCullough,  was  born  at  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, July  7,  1844,  and  now  resides  in  Waco. 

Stephen  A.  Douglas  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  attended  the  pioneer  institution  of  higher 
learning  in  Ohio,  the  old  Ohio  College  at  Athens,  grad- 
uating in  1889  as  Bachelor  of  Pedagogy.  After  some 
years'  experience  in  teaching  in  Ohio,  he  came  to  Texas 
in  1896,  and  in  the  following  year  established  what  is 
now  the  Douglas  Select  School  at  Waco.  Beginning  with 
nine  pupils,  and  an  equipment  of  one  room  with  two 
tables  and  nine  feet  of  blackboard,  the  institution  has 
flourished,  necessitating  removal  from  time  to  time  to 
larger  and  botti'i-  .iirirtcrs.  .■nnl  ;ir  tlir  ]iri'spiif  tiiiu^  its 
average  enrolliiicni  is  i.nr  Inin.liv.l  :iihl  lili  >■  ).u|iils,  tlmiiuii 
as  many  as  t^n  liinnlrnl  :iihl  Imti  Imn  -(-Imliiis  li:i\c  :it 
one  time  eiijo.ycil  tlic  mstrun  imi  innl  iiilliieii.T  of  the 
school.  It  has  a  high  raid<  among  Texas  preparatory 
institutions,  and  many  of  its  graduates  have  made  cred- 
itable records  in  colleges  and  universities.  Professor 
Douglas  is  an  excellent  type  of  the  modern  educator,  pro- 


gressive in  his  methods,  purposeful  and  determined  in  his 
attitude  toward  his  calling,  and  is  not  only  an  instructor 
but  possesses  the  rarer  and  more  useful  gift  of  imparting 
inspiration  to  his  pupils. 

Mr.  Douglas  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Olid  Fclliiws  and  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  is  a 
Deuninai  in  pnlitirs  .inil  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
cliuirli.  lie  lias  siiirrcilcil  well  as  a  liiisiness  man,  and 
besiilrs  nwning  the  property  in  which  his  school  is  con- 
ducted, on  grounds  125x212  feet  at  91  Washington 
street,  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Southern  Traction  Com- 
pany. 

Mrs.  Douglas,  his  wife,  is  a  member  of  an  old  and 
prominent  Southern  family.  On  May  28,  1910,  Mr. 
Douglas  was  married  at  Waco  to  Miss  Mattie  H.  Hill, 
daughter  of  W.  S.  and  Maggie  T.  (Davis)  Hill.  Mrs. 
Douglas  was  one  of  ten  children,  as  follows:  Hugh  B., 
Louis  L.,  Sam  D.,  O.  T.,  Fannie  M.,  Read  W.,  Altie  L., 
Mattie  H.  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  Her  maternal 
uncle,  Sam  Davis,  was  a  scout  under  Colonel  Coleman 
of  the  Confederate  army  and  when  captured  by  the  Union 
troops  in  1863, -Mr.  Davis  refused  to  divulge  any  infor- 
mation concerning  the  Southern  army,  and  his  last 
words  before  his  execution  were:  "  If  I  had  a  thousand 
lives  to  give  I  w^ould  give  them  all  before  I  would  betray 
a  friend  of  my  country."  W.  S.  Hill,  father  of  Mrs. 
Douglas,  was  born  in  Rutherford  county,  Tennessee,  in 
1842,  and  died  April  20,  1910,  at  Waco,  was  a  promi- 
nent man  in  his  locality  in  his  home  state,  and  after 
the  Civil  War  located  on  a  farm  in  Coryell  county, 
Texas.  Mrs.  Douglas  was  born  in  that  county.  By  a 
former  marriage  Mr.  Douglas  has  three  children :  Sarah 
C,  Stephen  A.,  Jr.,  and  Dorothy  i^Iae.  Mr.  Douglas  and 
family  reside  at  904  Washington  street,  Waco. 

Thomas  Stallworth  Henderson,  youngest  of  the 
seven  children  of  Thomas  S.  and  Harriet  (Red)  Hender- 
son, was  born  near  Washington,  on  the  Brazos,  on  the 
12th  of  January,  1859. 

His  i^arents  were  natives  of  South  Carolina,  and  with 
their  household  and  slaves,  emigrated  over  land  to 
Texas  in  1848.  settling  in  Washington  county,  where 
the  father  was  a  successful  planter  and  influential  citi- 
zen. The  mother  died  in  1859,  and  some  years  after 
the  war  the  father  removed  to  Marshall,  Texas,  where  he 
died  in  1900.  Of  their  chihlreu  Jolm  N.,  lawyer  and 
judge  of  the  Conit  of  Criniin.-il  A]  i":il-  -:  li  \as.  died 
at    Dallas    m    lim;;    Saininl    I;..    I:-  i:     Bryan 

in   1908;    Mis.    I.i>zir  (  ■IkmiiIIim-    In.      ;,       \i i;    Mrs. 

Alice  Fowler  at  Lampasas;  Mrs,  UoMi-m  K'.-l.-  at  Nav- 
asota  and  Miss  Ada  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  re- 
side at  Cameron,  Texas. 

He  attended  the  country  schools  of  his  native  county 
and  afterwards  Waco  (now  Baylor)  University,  where 
he  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and 
the  honor   of   his   class   in    1877. 

In  preparation  for  his  chosen  profession,  the  law,  he 
entered  St.  Louis  Law  School,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he 
pursued  his  studies  until  licensed  to  practice  in  1879. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1879,  he  located  at  Cameron, 
Texas,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

By  industry  and  diligence  he  has  established  a  repu- 
tation as  an  able  and  successful  lawyer. 

A  broad  minded  and  progressive  citizen,  Mr.  Hender 
son  has  contributed  much  to  the  development  and  up- 
building of  his  community.  He  is  president  of  the 
Cameron  Water,  Power  &  Light  Company;  of  the  Ice 
&  Cold  Storage  Company;  of  the  Milam  County  Abstract 
Conipaiiv;  vice  president  of  the  Citizens  National  Bank; 
ami  nioinlier  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Texas 
I'iilrliiv  i  Bimding  Company,  of  Waco,  and  of  the 
National  Temperance  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Dal- 
las, Texas.  His  office  building  recently  completed  is  one 
of  the  handsomest  law  offices  in  the  state  and  is  for 
the  exclusive  use  of  the  law  firm  of  Henderson,  Kidd, 
Gillis  &  Henderson,  of  which  he  is  the  senior  member. 
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He  inherits  the  family  love  of  farm  life  aud  has  ex- 
tensive farming  interests. 

He  is  a  democrat  and  is  a  loyal  and  effective  advo- 
cate of  the  principles  of  his  party.  He  was  County  At- 
torney of  Milam  county,  18S0-82;  District  Attorney  of 
the  20th  Judicial  District,  - 1882-86 ;  City  Attorney  and 
member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  Cameron;  and  in 
1893  represented  his  county  in  the  23d  Legislature.  He 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
University  of  Texas,  1895-11,  being  chairman  for  six 
years. 

He  attends  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  denomina- 
tion his  wife  is  an  active  member.  His  fraternal  affilia- 
tions are  with  the  Knights  of  Honor,  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
■Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Praetorians.  He  is  also 
an  active  member  of  the  State  Bar  Association  and  the 
State  Historical  Association  of  Texas. 

He  was  married  at  Marshall,  Texas,  in  1884,  to 
Minnie  Agnes  Burns,  daughter  of  John  H.  and  Mary 
E.  Burns,  of  Caddo  Parish,  La.  Their  union  is  blessed 
by  six  children,  Thomas  S.,  Jr.,  now  a  member  of  the 
above  mentioned  law  firm ;  Eleanor,  Mary  Lake ;  John 
Burns;  Harriet  Ada,  and  Agnes  Red. 

Judge  G.  Evans  Covv'An  has  been  much  in  the  public 
service  in  Franklin  county.  His  life,  in  a  business  way, 
has  followed  the  channel  of  lands,  titles  and  surveys,  and 
in  the  execution  of  his  jiublic  duties  he  has  come  to  be 
regarded  as  one  of  the  real  landmarks  of  the  county. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  County  Surveyor  for  some- 
thing like  20  years  at  various  times,  and  a  perusal  of 
the  record  would  seem  to  indicate  that  he  has  been 
returned  to  office  of  county  surveyor  on  every  occasion 
when  his  public  service  in  other  quarters  did  not  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  his  serving  in  that  capacity. 

Born  in  Cass  county,  Texas,  on  Dec.  11,  1856,  G. 
Evans  Cowan  is  the  son  of  William  J.  and  Harriet 
(Evans)  Cowan.  The  father  came  out  of  Kentucky 
into  Arkansas  as  a  young  man  and  in  Clark  county  he 
met  and  married  Miss  Evans.  He  was  distinguished 
for  having  built  the  first  house  in  Arkadelphia,  Arkansas. 
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eted  with  the  iiifkniiiiie  "Dor;  "  liiit  1 
have  made  an  error  in  his  case,  for  he  never  evinced 
anght  of  desire  to  embrace  the  medical  profession  for 
his  own.  Of  the  other  children  of  William  J.  and  Har- 
riet Cowan,  William  and  Albert  lost  their  lives  while 
serving  in  the  Confederacy  around  about  Richmond, 
Virginia.  Thomas  died  in  Arkansas  during  the  rebel- 
lion; James  died  in  infancy,  and  John  met  his  death 
in  1880  at  Searcy,  Arkansas."  Two  survive, — George  W., 
a  resident  of  Mineola,  Texas,  and  G.  Evans  Cowan,  of 
this  review. 
■  Judge  Cowf 
Sebastian  com 
in  1860  left  li 
tinned  to  lie  : 
until  he  rear 
hardly  might 


reared  chiefly  in  Clark,  Polk  and 
l,,ii.-,iv.  The  death  of  his  parents 
I  :^t  a  helpless  age,  and  he  con- 
!  r-  in  those  Arkansas  counties 
sixteenth  year.  His  education 
gnated  by  that  name,  so  scantily 
had  he  been  instructed,  and  when  he  assumed  charge  of 
his  own  affairs  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  meanly 
enough  fortified  by  knowledge.  Taking  affairs  into  his 
own  hands  at  this  juncture  he  took  service  with  a  farmer 
at  a  small  wage  including  three  months'  board  in  the 
summer  months,  while  he  expected  to  attend  school,  and 
the  very  fact  that  he  set  about  in  this  way  to  mend 
his  lack  augured  well  for  his  future.  It  was  along  these 
lines  of  procedure  that  he  brought  his  training  up  to 
that  point  where  he  was  qualified  to  instruct  others. 
In  1876  he  returned  to  Texas,  working  as  a  farm  hand 
and  attending  school  intermittently  until  he  was  twenty- 
three  years  old,  when  he  managed  his  affaiis  in  such  a 
way  that  it  was  possible  for  him  to  continue  in  school 
for  the  full   sjace  of  a   year.     Then,   after  teaching  one 


term  himself  he  attended  the  college  at  Thorpe  Springs 
and  finished  the  normal  course  there.  He  then  entered 
regularly  into  the  work  of  teaching  aud  continued  for 
six  years  in  that  work  in  Wood  and  Franklin  counties, 
during  which  time  lie  iHc'ii]iiril  himself  in  spare  hours 
with  the  stipl\  of  >in\.'\iii-.  .iii.l  thus  prepared  himself 
for  later  \\(iil%  hIiIi  iIk'  r,iin|i:i-^s  and  chain.  Before  he 
finished  his  i-arrer  a^  a  tiarliei.  .l\ulge  Cowan  was  elected 
County  Surveyor  of  Franklin  county  in  1882,  and  al- 
though he  has  held  that  office  much  of  the  time  since, 
he  actually  made  the  run  for  the  place  but  that  one 
time.  Because  of  his  familiarity  with  land  lines  and 
surveys  in  this  section  of  Texas,  his  services  have  been 
invited  by  adjoining  counties  in  settling  disputes  and 
establishing  corners,  and  otherwise  unraveling  the  tangles 
into  which  many  tracts  of  land  have  been  involved  from 
time  to  time. 

In  November,  190S,  he  was  elected  county  judge,  and 
again  was  called  to  the  office  in  1910,  and  when  he  turned 
the  office  over  to  Judge  Walker,  his  successor,  he  as- 
sumed the  duties  of  surveyor,  to  which  he  had  been 
chosen  on  the  same  ticket.  While  serving  as  county , 
juilge  the  question   of  the  jiower  of  the  county  court  to 
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irt  house  and  jail  are  of  eon- 
nijilete,  with  furnishings,  for 
f  .•f(5-"i.nno,  the  warrants  run- 
rawing  five  jiercent  interest. 
;  two  stories  with  basement,  Grecian 
massive  white  pile,  pleasing  to  the 
eye  :iih1  a!tiarti\e  from  every  point  of  view.  Its  con- 
stnirtioii  vt;,iHN  as  a  monument  to  the  court  that  built 
it  ami  to  tlie  iiiteority  of  those  who  executed  the  contract  ' 
under   its  eve. 

Judge  Cowan  qualified  for  the  practice  of  law  while 
serving  as  county  judge  and  was  admitted  upon  examina- 
tion liefnie  the  district  board  of  Texarkana.  in  January, 
19l:;.  ]\«  lir-t  .-■::-,■  in  roiivt  rnilie  to  Inni  from  the 
Four  Si:,;, s  l.ifr  I  iimi  ,  :i  ii,-,-  (  oiii  |  ,o  in'.  liiii  l,i-  .'liief  aim 
is  to  !"■  al  I,'  lo  a|i|H.ar  ii,  suits  iii\,,l\iii-  :itl,'>  aii,l  to  do 
jirobate  work.  His  entry  into  the  .il.stiact  field  of 
Franklin  county  adds  another  competent  factor  to  the 
record-searchers  of  Franklin  county,  and  in  this  venture 
as  an  abstractor  he  is  assi.iiated  with  .Tudge  H.  W.  Hunt. 
Aii,iil,,'i  lioMii  i,i  til,'  ,-i,',i;i  ,,r  .Tiiil'o'  Cuvan  is  his 
s,.|:.  ,  ,._    ,    .     :    .,   .  ..  -,,..,     tlir  l„n],|ing  and 

Inni,       ' ■ I  \'r:    !•  •'.,     :i      Ir  iiU'ial  v     i-onCCm 

uIm,-Ii    1-    .1 -    ,1111, li    t.i   iMiliaih,.    il,,'   ;:,n,Tal    welfare  of 

the  town. 

Jtulge  Cowan  was  married  in  Franklin  county,  on 
January  4,  1881,  to  Miss  Beatrice  Wylie,  a  daughter  of 
W.  B.  and  Sarah  A.  Wylie,  people  of  sterling  Scotch 
lineage.  Mrs.  Cowan  is  the  only  daughter  among  the 
four  children  of  her  parents,  the  others  being  Dr.  J.  H. 
Wylie,  of  Winnsboro,  Texas;  H.  A.  Wylie.  of  Franklin 
county,  and  Alvin  P.,  who  died  young.  The  judge  and 
Mrs.  Cowan  have  a  family  of  six  children.  Delia  aud 
Jessie  are  residents  of  Jlount  Vernon  and  Wichita  Falls, 
respectively;  Clinton  is  a  farmer  in  Franklin  county, 
and  is  married  to  Electra  Shearer;  Leslie  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Mount  Vernon;  Wylie  is  a  student  at  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Institute  of  Austin  and  Raymond  and  Otis 
are   the   remaining   members   of   the   family. 

Glancing  back  over  the  early  life  of  .Judge  Cowan,  one 
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can  not  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the  fact  that  out  of  a 
neglected  and  untutored  boyhood,  he  has  made  possible 
so  magnificent  a  success  of  his  life,  and  there  may  be 
discerned  between  the  lines  as  well  as  in  bold  type, 
much  that  should  prove  inspiring  to  other  youth  who 
have  reason  to  feel  that  fate  has  dealt  unkindly  with 
them,  and  spur  them  on  to  emulate  the  accomplishments 
of  the  Judge. 

Pkof.  Charles  M.  Moore.  As  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Education  of  Dallas,  Prof.  Moore  now  occupies  an 
important  place  in  educational  circles  of  north  Texas 
and  for  a  number  of  years  as  teacher  and  as  executive 
has  been  prominent  in  the  school  work  of  this  state.  He 
has  been  identified  with  educational  work  for  twenty 
years,  and  has  had  many  honors  and  positions  which 
indicate  his  usefulness  and  standing  as  one  of  the  fore- 
most schoolmen  in  this  state. 

Charles  M.  Moore  was  born  near  Troupe  in  Smith 
county,  Texas,  in  1872,  a  son  of  Andrew  J.  and  Dorothy 
(Melton)  Moore,  his  father  being  a  farmer  in  Smith 
,  county.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  public 
schools  at  Troupe,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  entered 
the  Summer  Hill  Select  School  at  Omen,  in  Smith 
county,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  highest  honors 
of  his  class,  and  as  salutatorian  in  1893.  He  then  at- 
tended the  Sam  Houston  Normal  College  at  Huntsville, 
and  in  189.5  he  graduated,  again  with  the  highest  honors, 
and  the  winner  of  the  Peabody  Scholarship  Medal.  Dur- 
ing his  school  days  he  had  engaged  in  teaching,  and 
from  1896  to  190l"was  connected  with  the  public  schools 
of  Palestine,  being  principal  of  one  of  the  ward  schools 
of  that  eity.  During  1900-1901  he  served  as  president 
of  the  East  Texas  Teachers '  association. 

Prof.  Moore  came  to  Dallas  in  1901  to  take  the  posi- 
tion of  principal  of  the  William  B.  Travis  public  school 
in  this  city.  His  work  with  that  school  for  eight  years 
stamped  him  as  one  of  the  ablest  managers  in  the  city 
and  increased  his  reputation  throughout  educational  cir- 
cles of  this  state.  In  March,  1909,  he  resigned  to  ac- 
cept the  secretaryship  of  the  Dallas  Board  of  Education, 
a  post  to  which  he  had  been  elected  in  February  preced- 
ing. Prof.  Moore  succeeds  to  the  office  which  for 
twenty-five  years  was  occupied  by  the  late  Captain 
Thomas  G.  Terry. 

Professor  Moore  was  married  in  1902  to  Miss  Lulu 
Barrows  of  Tyler,  Texas.  They  became  the  parents  of 
two  children :  Charlotte,  now  deceased,  and  Charles  M., 
Jr.  Prof.  Moore  and  family  reside  at  3100  Cole  Avenue 
in  Dallas. 

"William  Henry  Eussell.  Prominent  among  the 
members  of  the  Deaf  Smith  county  bar  stands  William 
Henry  Eussell,  who  by  his  attainments  and  achievements 
has  become  more  or  less  a  familiar  figure  in  the  courts 
of  Northwestern  Texas.  He  also  is  not  unknown  to 
official  life,  having  for  three  successive  terms  served  as 
county  judge,  and  both  as  jurist  and  legist  has  ever 
maintained  the  dignity  and  high  standing  of  the  legal 
profession.  At  present  he  is  a  resident  of  Hereford, 
where  he  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  large  and  representa- 
tive practice,  and  where  his  widespread  popularity  indi- 
cates the  universal  esteem  in  which  he  is  held.  William 
Henry  Eussell  is  a  Tennesseean,  born  at  Dixon,  October 
18,  1878,  a  son  of  William  and  Louise  Hortense  (Wooten) 
Eussell.  His  father,  a  native  of  Killarney,  Ire- 
land, emigrated  to  America  as  a  lad,  and  grew  up  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  Canada.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
years  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  located  at  Dixon, 
Tennessee,  where  he  identified  himelf  with  the  lumber 
business  and  became  a  wealthy  and  prominent  operator. 
In  1883  he  made  removal  to  Texas,  locating  in  Lamar 
county,  where  he  continued  to  be  engaged  in  business  as 
a  lumberman,  also  having  large  interests  in  this  line  in 
Arkansas  and  the  (then)  Indian  Territory.  He  died  at 
Dixon,  Texas,  in  February,  1892,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six 


years.  William  Eussell  was  married  in  Tennessee  to 
Miss  Louise  Hortense  Wooten,  a  native  of  the  Big  Bend 
State,  and  she  still  survives  her  husband  and  lives  at  • 
Paris,  Texas,  aged  sixty-four  years.  Five  children  were 
born  to  them,  William  Henry  being  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth. 

William  Henry  EusseU  was  five  years  of  age  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Texas,  and  here  he  secured 
his  preliminary  educational  training  in  the  public  schools 
of  Paris,  Texas,  and  a  pri%-ate  school  conducted  by  the 
well-known  educator,  Prof.  Goudy.  After  some  prepara- 
tion, he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  State  Univer- 
sity, at  Austin,  Texas,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in 
1901,  following  which,  for  one  year,  he  practiced  at 
Austin.  In  1902  he  came  to  Hereford  and  opened  offices, 
and  two  years  later  became  the  Democratic  candidate 
for  the  office  of  county  judge,  to  which  he  was  subse- 
quently elected  three  times.  He  was  known  as  a  fair 
and  impartial  judge,  wise  in  his  decisions  and  firm  in 
upholding  the  best  traditions  of  the  judicial  office.  Since 
his  last  term,  Mr.  Eussell  has  been  engaged  in  private 
practice,  and  has  been  connected  with  a  number  of 
complicated  cases,  in  which  his  legal  ability  has  brought 
him  prominently  into  public  notice.  He  is  a  valued 
member  of  the  national,  state  and  county  bar  associations, 
and  is  known  as  one  of  the  men  who  have  been  active 
in  forwarding  the  best  interests  of  the  profession  in  this 
part  of  the  state.  Fraternally,  he  is  connected  with  the 
Masons,  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Elks  and  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World,  and  has  passed  all  the  chairs  in  his  lodges. 
With  his  family,  Mr.  Eussell  attends  the  Christian 
church. 

On  March  1,  1905,  Mr.  EusseU  was  united  in  marriage 
at  Hereford  with  Miss  Nora  Alice  Daniel,  daughter  of 
Mack  Daniel,  known  as  an  early  settler  of  Cook  county, 
Texas.  Her  father  is  now  deceased,  but  Mrs.  Daniel  still 
survives  and  makes  her  home  at  Hereford.  Three  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eussell :  Artis  Horace, 
born  August  17,  1907;  Jesse  Miller,  born  March  15,  1909; 
and  William  Henry,  Jr.,  born  November  24,  1911,  all  at 
Hereford. 

Mr.  Eussell  is  a  self-made  man,  having  relied  upon 
his  own  resources  s'ince  his  college  days  when  he  paid 
for  his  own  tuition  by  working  in  his  spare  time.  His 
success  in  this  part  of  Texas  has  led  him  to  encourage  ( 
others  to  settle  here,  confident  that  men  of  ambition  and 
energy  can  find  numerous  opportunities  to  win  position 
and  independence. 

William  H.  Daxa.  Public-spirited  and  influential, 
the  originator  of  the  ' '  city  beautiful " '  idea  in  Dallas,  and 
a  leading  figure  in  preparing  the  city  charter  of  Dallas 
in  1907,  William  H.  Dana  has  accomplished  a  great  work 
in  the  direction  of  affording  enjoyment  to  the  masses 
and  developing  their  power  to  appreciate  the  beautiful;, 
and  through  his  efforts  for  civic  reform  and  honest  and 
efficient  government  has  proved  himself  a  citizen  of  wide 
usefulness.  He  was  born,  in  1863,  at  Eochester,  New 
York,  a  son  of  John  H.  and  Maria  E.  (Wiborn)  Dana, 
both  members  of  prominent  New  York  families.  His 
ancestors  on  the  paternal  side  were  among  the  founders 
of  Eochester,  New  York,  some  of  them  having  settled 
there  ere  the  town  was  started.  He  belongs  to  the 
family  which  produced  Charles  A.  Dana,  founder  and  for 
thirty  years  editor  of  the  New  York  Smi.  and 
Richard"  Henry  Dana,  the  noted  poet  and  essayist,  also 
James  Dwight  Dana,  who  was  born  at  Utica,  New  York, 
February  12,  1813,  and  while  yet  a  young  man  became 
an  expert  mineralogist  and  geologist.  Graduating  from 
Yale  College,  he  was  sent  out.  in  1838,  as  a  scientific 
observer  in  the  United  States  exploring  expedition  under 
Captain  Wilkes,  visiting  the  Antarctic  and  Pacific  oceans, 
and  making  collections  of  niineralogical  and  geological 
specimens  of  great  scientific  value.  He  was  for  some 
time  associate  editor  of  the  "American  Journal  of 
Science,"  and  in  1846  became  professor  of  natural  history 
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and  geology  in  Yale.  He  gained  a  world-wide  distinc- 
tion as  a  scientist,  and  published  several  works,  among 
them  being  ' '  A  Manual  of  Mineralogy ' '  and  a  ' '  Text 
Book  of  Geology. ' ' 

Brought  up  in  his  native  city,  WiUiam  H.  Dana  was 
there  educated.  Since  1885  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
Dallas,  and  during  the  time  has  been  active  in  promoting 
its  best  and  highest  interests. 

By  heritage  and  cultivation  Mr.  Dana  is  a  true  lover 
of  the  beautiful  in  both  art  and  nature.  He  was,  and 
is,  the  original  ' '  city  beautifier ' '  of  Dallas.  Mayhap 
as  a  result  of  having  been  reared  in  such  a  beautiful  city 
as  Eoehester  is,  he  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
forestry,  floriculture  and  landscape  beautification,  and 
he  has  made  jjersistent  and  comnienilalile  cffoits  to  have 
his  ideas  carried  out  in  his  adnptod  rity,  with  results 
that  are  already  apparent,  ami  will  I.M..ni,'  luore  so  as 
the  years  go  on.  For  many  y.-ais  Mr.  hana  lived  on 
Bryan  street  in  East  Dallas,  in  a  .■li:iriiiin;^  Imnie,  which, 
with  its  surroundings,  comprised  a  noted  beauty  spot, 
calling  forth  words  of  admiration  from  all  passers-by. 

Although  an  enthusiast  and  an  idealist,  Mr.  Dana  is 
eminently  practical  in  carrying  out  his  ideas  and  projects. 
He  is  a  business  man  well  versed  in  civics,  and  believes 
in  getting  a  dollar 's  worth  of  work  for  every  dollar 
expended  from  the  public  treasury.  In  Jsnuary,  1906, 
he  brought  about  and  was  chairman  of  the  public  meet- 
ing that  resulted  in  a  number  of  streets  in  East  Dallas 
being  paved,  an  improvement  that  was  greatly  needed, 
and  which  Mr,  Dana  had  advocated,  both  in  speeches 
and  in  letters  tn  the  local  press,  for  several  years.  In 
i;»l]  tlie  rity  .■nipldvcd  George  E.  Kessler,  an' authority 
on  lify  iilaiiiiiiii;,  to  come  to  Dallas  at  a  large  salary 
and  make  siii;t;estii)ns  for  improving  and  beautifying 
the  city.  It  is  a  singular  and  noteworthy  fact,  recalled 
by  many  of  Mr.  Dana's  friends,  that  the  Kessler  recom- 
mendations, made  in  a  voluminous  report,  followed 
almost  identically  the  things  that  Mr,  Dana  had  been 
urging  upon  Dallas  for  twenty  years,  without  any  hope 
or  expectation   of   reward  to   himself, 

Mr.  Dana  originated  the  idea  of  having  the  city  place 
the  freight  yards  and  terminals  in  the  Trinity  River 
bottom,  also  of  having  a  $2,000,000  terminal  station  for 
all  railroads  near  the  river  branch,  which  is  now  in 
process  of  construction.  He  made  valuable  suggestions 
for  the  planting  and  care  of  shade  trees  in  the  city,  a 
sub.iect  upon  which  he  could  well  qualify  as  an  expert. 
Such  things  as  the  placing  of  flags  and  flag  poles  in 
the  public  parks  and  school  grounds,  the  building  of  a 
fine  boulevard  around  the  city,  the  setting  aside  of  public 
playgrounds  and  nurseries  for  the  children,  and  of  teach- 
ing the  public  the  value  of  wholesome  outdoor  life  among 
beautiful  surroundings,  have  long  been  actively  urged 
by  Mr,  Dana,  His  contributions  to  the  local  press  on 
aesthetic  forestry  indicate  a  deep  study  and  wide  knowl- 
edge of  this  fascinating  subject. 

In  addition  to  the  artistic  and  aesthetic  side  of  civil 
life,  Mr,  Dana  has  also  taken  a  very  active  and  prominent 
part  in  shaping  the  present  city  government  of  Dallas, 
As  a  member  of  the  charter  commission  which  drew  up 
the  present  city  charter,  adopted  in  1907,  and  under  which 
Dallas  came  under  the  commission  form  of  government, 
Mr.  Dana  gave  up  a  great  deal  of  his  time,  thought  and 
activities  in  the  preparation  of  that  excellent  document. 
On  the  other  hand,  when,  in  191.3,  the  movement  was 
started  to  amend  the  1907  charter  by  the  insertion  of 
34  new  amendments,  Mr,  Dana  entered  heart  and  soul 
into  the  campaign  opposition  to  these  proposed  changes, 
deeming  them  inimical  to  the  people's  rights  and  feeling 
certain  that  they  had  been  inspired  by  certain  special 
interests  and  public  service  corporations  selfishly  for  their 
own  welfare, 

Mr,  Dana  is  a  member  of  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  He  was  married  in  Sherman,  Texas,  to 
Miss  Florine  R.  Roberson,  who  was  bom,  reared  and 
educated  in  that  city,  being  a  graduate  of  Kidd-Key 
College, 


James  Stewart,  A  noteworthy  record  in  the  public 
service  of  Texas  is  that  of  James  Stewart  of  Fort 
Davis.  Jefi:  Davis  county  was  organized  in  May,  lhS7, 
In  the  first  election  of  county  officers  James  Stewart 
was  chosen  county  and  district  clerk.  From  that  time 
to  this  the  citizens  of  the  county  have  elected  and  re- 
tained him  in  office.  He  has  served  as  county  and 
district  clerk  continuously  longer  than  anyone  who  has 
ever  been  elected  to  the  office  in  the  State  of  Texas,  and 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  this  time  he  has  never 
had  any  opposition  to  speak  of  in  his  candidacy  for  the 
office.  While  this  record  is  not  unique,  it  is  nevertheless 
one  case  among  a  small  number,  and  it  is  a  high 
tribute  to  the  individual  popularity  and  ability  of  any 
citizen  to  so  long  and  continuously  enjoy  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people, 

James  Stewart,  who  is  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of 
this  west  Texas  county  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  June 
12,  1845,  He  was  educated  in  the  national  schools  of 
Ireland,  and  later  studied  for  a  time  in  the  Christian 
Brothers  College  at  Londonderry.  When  he  was  eigh- 
teen years  old  he  entered  the  Civil  Service  in  Ireland, 
and  continued  in  that  work  until  he  resigned  in  order 
to  come  to  America  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  After 
spending  a  few  months  in  the  east,  he  came  to  Texas 
in  1867,  and  this  state  has  been  his  home  now  for  forty- 
seven  years.  During  thirteen  years  of  this  time  he  fol- 
lowed railroading,  was  a  stationary  engineer,  and  in 
general  machine  work. 

Then  in  February  1880  he  came  out  to  Port  Davis, 
which  at  that  time  was  a  post  situated  in  the  midst 
of  a  great  unfenced  range  occupied  only  by  the  herds 
of  a  few  cattlemen  then  operating  in  this  country.  For 
about  three  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  operation  of  a 
small  steam  flour  mill,  and  then  entered  the  general 
merchandise  business,  which  he  conducted  for  two 
years.  After  this,  as  already  stated,  in  May,  1887,  he 
assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  county,  and  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  and  district  clerk.  For 
many  years  also  he  owned  the  leading  hotel  at  Fort 
Davis  which  was  conducted  under  his  proprietorship, 
although  Mrs.  Stewart  was  the  active  manager  and  the 
real  head  of  this  popular  establishment. 

At  Fort  Davis  on  AprO  27,  1885,  Mr.  Stewart  mar- 
ried Miss  Marie  A.  Fink.  Mrs.  Stewart  through  her 
own  career  and  that  of  her  father  is  very  intimately  as- 
sociated with  Old  Fort  Davis.  Her  father.  Captain 
Theodore  Fink,  was  an  officer  in  the  United  States 
army,  and  was  with  the  troops  which  first  established 
Fort  Davis  on  the  western  frontier  of  Texas  before 
the  Civil  war.  He  subsequently  returned  to  Michigan, 
and  in  that  state  organized  the  first  Michigan  regi- 
ment of  A^olunteers  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  but  his 
death  occurred  in  Detroit  May  2,  1861,  whUe  the  regi- 
ment was  still  in  process  of  organization,  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Stewart  are  the  parents  of  one  son  and  one  daughter, 
named  James  Kenneth  and  Grace  Frances.  Mr.  Stew- 
art was  reared  in  the  Catholic  faith,  and  in  politics  is 
a  Progressive  Democrat  and  actively  interested  in  local 
politics.  He  and  his  wife  have  a  very  attractive  home  at 
Port  Davis,  and  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  Mr. 
Stewart  is  his  beautiful  garden,  where  he  satisfies  his 
love  for  flowers  and  plants,  and  spends  much  of  his 
leisure  time.  He  also  possesses  an  excellent  and  well 
selected  library,  and  is  fond  of  books  and  all  the  good 
things  of  life.  Besides  his  other  interests  he  engages 
to  a  considerable  extent  in  real  estate  business  in  Port 
Davis. 

M.iT  M.  Newell.  Among  the  old  and  honored  families 
of  Texas,  few  have  been  longer  residents  and  none  have 
borne  the  responsibilities  of  citizenship  with  greater 
usefulness  than  the  Newell  and  Moore  families,  both  of 
which  are  represented  by  Mr.  Mat  M.  Newell,  the  present 
county  clerk  of  Port  Bend  County,  and  for  many  years 
a  leading  business  man  of  Richmond, 

Mr.  Mat  M.  Newell  was  born  in  Richmond,  his  present 
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home,  August  11,  1869.  His  parents  were  John  E.  and 
Emma  (Moore)  Newell.  By  descent  the  family  is  the 
result  of  a  mingling  of  English  and  Irish  stock.  Both 
parents  were  born  in  Texas,  which  fact  indicates  that 
the  settlement  here  was  during  the  pioneer  epoch.  The 
Moores  were  Alabama  people,  while  the  NeweUs  came 
originally  from  North  Carolina.  John  D.  Newell,  the 
paternal  grandfather,  served  in  the  Texas-Mexican  war. 
The  parents  had  just  two  children,  and  besides  the  county 
clerk  there  is  his  brother,  John  D.  Newell  of  Kichmond. 

Mr.  Mat  M.  Newell  engaged  in  the  land  and  abstract 
business.  The  Fort  Bend  County  Abstract  Company 
was  organized  in  1897,  of  which  he  is  secretary  and 
general  manager.  This  company  has  a  complete  abstract 
sketch  of  the  county,  and  its  office  has  been  a  medium 
for  a  large  amount  of  real  estate  business,  in  the  past 
fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Newell  has  alwaj-s  been  a  loyal  Democrat  and  one 
of  the  hard  party  fighters.  In  1902  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  county  clerk.  He  was  again  elected  county 
clerk  in  1910  and  is  now  serving  a  second  term. 

In  1901  Mr.  Newell  married  Miss  Florence  Blackman, 
who  was  originally  from  Alabama.  Their  two  children 
are  Emma  Cecelia  and  Mathew  Moore,  Jr.  Mrs.  Newell, 
who  is  one  of  the  cultured  women  of  Eichmond,  is  active 
in  local  social  circles. 

Captain  John  G.  Young.  Now  living  retired  in  Sher- 
man at  the  age  of  sLxty-nine,  Captain  John  G.  Young,  a 
son  of  one  of  the  state's  early  Indian  fighters  and 
military  leaders,  has  himself  had  a  record  of  varied 
experience  as  a  soldier,  rancher  and  business  man.  He 
is  now  in  the  declining  years  of  his  life,  and  though  he 
has  suffered  much  from  ill-health  and  impaired  hearing, 
is  still  mentally  alert  and  talks  pleasingly  and  intelli- 
gently of  his  early  life  in  this  state.  Except  for  the 
time  spent  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  war, 
John  G.  Young  has  lived  his  entire  life  in  Texas,  and 
was  born  in  Eed  River  county,  February  20,  1845. 

His  parents  were  Colonel  William  Cocke  and  Sophie 
Thomas  Gleaves.  The  Young  family  was  established 
in  Texas  by  two  brothers,  Abraham  and  Dan  Young, 
the  latter  being  the  father  of  Colonel  W.  C.  Young.  The 
family  was  of  Holland-Dutch  and  French  stock.  Abraham 
Young  in  his  day  was  quite  a  wealthy  man,  owning 
something  like  a  hundred  slaves  and  half  of  an  entirg 
county  in  Central  Tennessee.  Dan  Young,  while  pos- 
sessed of  independent  means;  was  not  so  well-to-do  as  his 
brother.  The  ancestry  of  the  Gleaves  side  of  the  family 
is  also  of  interest.  Sophie  Thomas  Gleaves  was  born 
in  Davidson  county,  Middle  Tennessee,  about  1816,  a 
daughter  of  Michael  Gleaves,  who  was  the  first  sheriff  of 
Davidson  county,  the  county  seat  of  which  is  Nashville, 
the  state  capital.  He  was"  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
that  county.  Closely  related  were  the  various  families, 
the  Gleaves,  Donaldson,  Dean,  Eobinson,  and  Felix  Mc- 
Kay. General  Donaldson,  who  became  a  general  in  the 
Confederate  army  and  was  killed  in  Tennessee,  married 
a  Branch,  and  Colonel  W.  C.  's  mother  was  also  a  Branch. 
President  Andrew  Jackson  's  wife  was  Sarah  Donaldson, 
a  cousin  to  Sophie  Thomas  Gleaves.  In  the  Branch 
relationship  there  should  be  mentioned  that  member 
who  was  at  one  time  governor  of  North  Carolina  and 
later  a  member  of  the  United  States  senate,  a  son  of 
whom  was  John  O'Brien  Branch,  who  also  sat  in  the 
United  States  senate,  and  as  a  brigadier  general  under 
General  Lee  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Antietam.  Gov- 
ernor Colquitt,  the  present  governor  of  Texas,  has 
relationship  with  the  Young  family  through  his  family 
connection  with  the  Branches.  A  half  brother  of  Col. 
W.  C.  Young  was  James  Murray,  whose  daughter  is  the 
wife  of  former  Senator  J.  W.  Bailey  of  Texas.  The 
Gleaves  family  were  of  Scotch  and  English  stock.  A 
brother  of  Sophie  Thomas  Gleaves  was  John  E.  Gleaves, 
at   one   time  clerk   of  the  chancery   court   of   Nashville, 


previous  to  the  war,  and  who  also  held  the  same  office 
during  the  period  of  hostilities  and  untU  his  death. 

Colonel  William  Cocke  Young  was  born  in  Tennessee 
May  12,  1812,  and  came  to  Texas  in  1834,  locating  in 
Eed  Eiver  county  and  engaging  in  the  practice  of  law. 
He  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  in  that  section  of  the 
state,  served  as  sheriff  of  his  county  two  terms,  and 
later  as  county  attorney.  Associated  with  Colonel  Boiis- 
land,  he  gained  some  fame  as  an  Indian  fighter  in  pioneer 
days  through  the  Eed  Eiver  district,  and  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  Mexican  war  raised  a  regiment  of  volunteers  of 
which  he  was  commissioned  colonel,  with  Bousland  as 
next  in  command  in  the  capacity  of  lieutenant  colonel. 
Following  the  Mexican  war  Colonel  Young  resumed  his 
law  practice  and  in  1851  moved  to  Shawneetown  in 
Graysou  county.  In  1857  he  was  appointed  United  States 
niai^lud  uf  his  district,  holding  the  office  for  three  years 
ai)(l  ilini  u^i-niiii  to  take  part  in  the  war  between  the 
Xoilii  :iii.l  tlir  South.  He  was  one  of  many  who  were 
(allfW  iiitn  iiinsiiltation  with  Jefferson  Davis  prior  to 
the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  and  on  returning  from  his 
last  visit  with  the  president  of  the  Confederacy  raised 
the  Eleventh  Eeginient  of  Texas  Cavalry  and  went  into 
active  service.  He  led  his  regiment  until  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  resign  and  return  home.  During  the 
unsettled  conditions  of  society  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
Colonel  Young  met  his  death  at  the  hands  of  a  member 
of  a  nefarious  society  that  existed  in  Northern  Texas. 
One  of  his  fellow  citizens  had  been  shot  down,  and  the 
murder  was  traced  to  the  work  of  this  band  of  outlaws, 
and  while  Colonel  Young  was  in  search  of  the  body  of 
the  victim  he  himself  was  killed  while  near  his  home. 
One  of  Colonel  Young 's  sous  succeeded  in  tracing  the 
muiderer  to  his  regiment  in  the  Confederate  army, 
demanded  and  received  his  surrender,  took  him  to  the 
spot  where  his  father  had  been  so  foully  killed,  and 
there  some  of  the  colonel's  own  negroes  quickly  strung 
up  and  summarily  exacted  the  penalty  of  death  from 
the  assassin. 

Colonel  W.  C.  Young  was  three  times  married.  His 
first  marriage  was  to  Sophie  Thomas  Gleaves.  Their 
children  were:  James  D.;  Sallie,  who  married  Thomas 
W.  Randolph;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Joseph  Grain;  Nancy 
B.,  wife  of  Marion  Adams;  John  G.,  of  Sherman,  and 
Sophie,  who  married  E.  T.  Benge.  Colonel  Yoimg  after- 
wards married  a  Miss  Hutchinson,  and  their  two  children 
were  Dan  and  Frank.  This  third  wife  was  Mrs.  Ann 
Black,  and  their  two  children  were  Simpson  M.  and 
Margaret,  who  married  J.  B.  Davenport. 

The  boyhood  of  John  G.  Y'oung  was  spent  in  different 
localities  in  North  Texas,  and  in  1858  his  father  settled 
in  Cooke  county.  All  the  education  he  ever  had  so  far 
as  formal  attendance  at  school  was  concerned  was  limited 
to  eleven  months.  His  own  mother  died  when  he  was 
only  four  years  of  age.  He  lived  at  home  with  his  father 
until  1861,  and  then,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  Confederate  army.  He  spent  the  first 
winter  as  a  soldier  in  Arkansas,  was  then  sent  to  Corinth, 
Mississippi,  but  soon  afterwards  on  account  of  youth 
and  ill  health  received  a  discharge.  A  year  later  he 
returned  to  the  service  in  the  same  company,  and  con- 
tinued until  the  last  gun  had  been  fired.  He  was  in 
the  thick  of  the  fray  at  Chickamauga,  Murfreesboro  and 
Franklin,  and  was  in  the  campaigns  about  Atlanta,  Nash- 
ville, Bentonville.  Knoxville,  Dalton,  Eesaca,  New  Hope 
Church,  Greensboro,  and  a  number  of  other  less  important 
engagements.  In  1863,  when  General  Longstreet  ordered 
an  advance  upon  Knoxville,  Mr.  Young  was  part  of  Tom 
Harrison  's  Brigade.  As  they  advanced  they  came  upon 
a  Federal  command  which  was  taken  by  surprise,  and 
on  the  following  day  Mr.  Young,  with  Jim  White  and 
Ben  Biggerstaff,  went  out  on  an  independent  scout  and 
captured  a  Federal  soldier.  Biggerstaff  suggested  that 
they  make  the  captive  run  the  gauntlet  and  not  allow 
hini  to  get  back  to  his  command  alive,  but  Mr.  Young, 
though  only  in  his  eighteenth  year,  while  his  companions 
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were  mature  men,  took  a  vigorous  stand  in  opposition  to 
such  barbarity,  and  made  such  a  convincing  and  emphatic 
argument  that  the  captive  was  set  free.  In  support  of 
his  contention,  he  brought  in  the  Gahen  rule  regard- 
ing the  treatment  of  soldiers  of  a  hostile  force,  and 
though  he  really  did  not  understand  the  full  contents 
of  the  rule,  he  advanced  his  views  so  successfully  as  to 
save  the  life  of  the  prisoner.  It  is  a  matter  of  note 
that  both  Biggerstaif  and  White  were  later  captured 
and  spent  twelve  months  in  a  Federal  prison.  Mr. 
Young  throughout  his  career  as  a  soldier  made  an  excep- 
tionally efBcient  and  creditable  record,  and  was  finally 
discharged  with  his  regiment  in  1865.  ^Vhile  returning 
to  Texas  he  and  his  comrades  encountered  the  party 
which  had  charge  of  the  Confederate  treas-ury,  which 
was  being  moved  in  a  lumber  wagon  to  a  place  of  safety. 
They  offered  their  services  as  additional  guard,  but 
the  offer  was  not  accepted. 

After  his  return  to  Texas  Mr.  Young  found  that  his 
step-mother  had  married  a  second  husband  after  his 
father's  death,  and  being  without  a  home  he  thence- 
forward became  entirely  dependent  upon  his  own  enter- 
prise. He  traded  a  gold  watch  and  chain  for  a  horse 
and  pony,  traded  that  in  turn  for  a  mule,  and  used  the 
proceeds  of  these  trades  in  order  to  pay  his  board  and 
attend  school  to  supplement  the  lack  of  advantages  of  . 
his  earlier  youth.  During  his  early  business  career 
Mr.  Young  engaged  in  driving  cattle  from  t'ooke  county 
to  market,  latet-  went  into  stock  raising  on  his  own 
account,  and  that  was  his  chief  business  until  a  few 
years  ago,  when  he  retired  and  settled  in  Sherman. 

In  J[871  Captain  Young  married  Miss  Georgie  A. 
Manion,  daughter  of  A.  B.  Man  ion,  a  Kentuckiau  who 
moved  to  Delaware  Bend  in  Cooke  county,  Texas,  and 
spent  the  rest  of  his  life  there.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young 
had  six  children,  namely:  Lally  S.,  William  C,  Annie 
B.,  Sallie  G.,  Mildred  L  and  Sidney  J.  On  July  15, 
1887,  the  mother  of  these  children  died,  and  on  October 
9,  1889,  Captain  Young  marric.l  Mis.  D.tty  Randolph. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Elizalietli  'nioiiiiisnii.  Inid  she  was 
horn  in  Grayson  county,  Texas,  s,  i.tcmlirr  7.  1847,  a 
daughter  of  Judge  J.  G.  Thonipsmi.  .-i  |irominent  early 
pioneer  of  North  Texas. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Captain  Young, 
in  order  to  keep  his  little  family  together  and  to  educate 
the  children,  moved  to  Dexter,  though  he  retained  what 
he  humorously  speaks  of  as  his  "grazing  lot"  of  five 
hundred  acres,  and  another  small  piece  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres,  all  of  which  under  his  management  was 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  From  Dexter  he 
finally  moved  to  Sherman,  where  he  has  a  comfortable 
and  happy  home,  with  many  kind  neighbors  and  staunch 
friends  on  all  sides.  The  chief  reason  for  his  removal 
to  Sherman  was  to  help  his  daughter  educate  her  children, 
these  grandchildren  being:  Jack  Young  Randolph,  born 
in  1896;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1897,  and  William  E.,  born 
in  1901. 

Captain  Young  has  had  a  busy  and  eventful  career, 
though  since  the  war  his  life  has  been  more  or  less 
serene.  He  has  lived  worthily  in  whatever  community 
he  has  called  his  home,  and  there  are  none  in  Sherman 
today  who  have  a  wider  circle  of  friends  than  has  he. 

Preston  Conlee.  One  of  the  pioneers  of  Texas  before 
the  Revolution,  a  soldier  during  the  struggle  between 
Texas  and  Mexico  in  183.5-.36,  one  of  the  gallant  army 
under  Houston,  who  fought  Santa  Ana  at  San  Jacinto 
and  afterwards  for  many  years  prominent  in  public 
affairs  in  south  central  Texas,  the  late  Preston  Coulee  in 
1870  transferred  his  residence  to  Cooke  county,  and  his 
family  is  now  represented  in  Gainesville,  where  his 
widow  and  a  daughter  live. 

Preston  Conlee  was  born  in  the  state  of  Tpiiiirssee  in 
1798.  Little  information  is  nl.taiii.-ibl,.  couconiiiis  his 
family  and  ancestry.  His  brother  John,  it  should  lie 
mentioned,  was  a  captain  in  the  Confederate  army,  and 
the  last  time  he  was  heard  from  he  was  living  at  Little 
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might  confront  any  and  every  danger."  After  i 
creditable  service  as  sheriff,  Mr.  Conlee  reini 
farm  and  was  engaged  in  raising  cattle  and 
Bastrop  county  for  a  number  of  vears.  Hi: 
that  county  was  long  known  as  the  "half-wa 
being  situated  midway  between  Lagrange  and  Austin 
It  was  known  to  all  the  old-timers  who  traveled  the  road 
to  the  state  capital  In,  its  l,n.p,tality  and  almost  daily 
travelers  enjoyed    iis   .n,ni,„,.   nnd   its   board   and  bed. 

In   18/0,   m   conse ,„•,.   „,     i,,Unig  health,   Mr.    Conlee 

moved    his   family    m    (Ja.nesville,    and   thereatter   lived 
retired   until  his  death   in   1S72. 

Preston  Coulee  was  married  in  1850,  to  Miss  Martha  E 
Llanton  a  native  of  Louisiana,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Catherine  (Hughes)  Clauton.  Her  father  was  a 
brick  mason,  and  was  born  in  Mississippi.  Mrs.  Conlee 
IS  the  only  survivor  of  the  seven  children  in  her  parents' 
household.  The  four  children  born  to  Preston  Conlee 
and  wite  are  mentioned  as  follows:  Mattie,  widow  of 
Charles  W.  Dobbins  of  Ardmore,  Oklahoma-  Sue  widow 
of  Augustus  McKemie;  Angeline,  wife  of  W.  B.  Johnson 
a  very  prominent  attorney,  and  former  United  States 
attorney  under  Roosevelt  at  Ar.lmore,  Oklahoma;  and 
Preston,  of  Ardmore,  Oklahoma. 

Hon.  Warner  Marion  Peticolas.  A  native  i)roduct 
of  the  state  of  Texas,  Hon,  Warner  Marion  Peticolas  has 
passed  his  life  thus  far  within  its  borders,  and  though 
still  a  young  man,  has  already  gained  distinctions  in 
his  professional  career  that  has  been  withheld  fioni  many 
an  older  as,, nam  f,.,  la.nors.  He  is  now  local  attornev 
tor  the  El  ]■:,-.,  \  SMHthwestern  Railroad  Company,  hav- 
ng  accepted  il.at  a|i|H,iiitinent  after  the  expiration  of 
istire  of  the  Court  of  Civil  Appeals 
Mi-tia  t,  1,1  which  he  was  appointed 


his  se: 
oft! 


ii;lith  , 


\-.,- 


.  .xas.  ,,n   .lune   19,   1S73,  Mr.   Peti- 

colas IS  the  son  of  Alfred  Hrowu  and  Marion  (Gn,,dwin) 
Peticolas,  natives  of  A'irginia  and  Ohio,  respectively  The 
father  came  to  Texas  in  the  ,lavs  prior  to  the  Civi'l  war 
period,  m  which  he  served  the  full  four  vears  as  the 
lieutenant  of  his  company  under  General  Sibley.  He  is 
still  living  and  is  a  resident  of  Victoria.  He  was  a  lawyer 
of  prominence  and  is  the  author  of  Peticolas'  Civil  & 
Criminal  Digest.  Although  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  public  oflSce,  he  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  Democratic  politics  of  the  state  and  nation,  as  well 
as  m  local  affairs.  The  mother  came  to  Texas  from  her 
Ohio  home  as  a  young  n-i,-!  and  in  Victoria  she  met  and 
married  her  husband,     .'^h,.  still  liv,..  an,l  is  the  mother 

of  three   sons,   as  .f,,ll,,\vs :    slnaanan    r, Iwin,   livino-   in 

Omaha,  Nebraska;  Warnei-  Marion  uf  this  review  ■  ^and 
Alfred  Ralph,  a  resident  of  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Warner  Marion  IJeticolas  was  educated  'in  the  public 
schools  of  Victoria,  Texas,  and  of  Ithaca,  New  York, 
comi,leting  his  training  in  the  Fniversitv  of  Texas,  from 
Hliah  li,-  »a-  ^.ia,li,a',.l  .,  l-'i:-.!  I  .  d,.-ree  of  LL.B. 
H,'  l,i--aii   III-   |,in(-.-^  ,  -  :,i  i-^s.iciation  with 

his  tath,'r  in  lii^  l],,ii,,.  ■,,     ■  ."  re  for  six  years. 

or  until  l^!Mi,  \vli,ni  In-  iiio\,.d  •..  [d  \':,<,,,  and  here  took 
up    independent    praeti.e.     He   was    successful    from    the 
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beginning  and  gained  a  high  place  at  the  bar  of  El  Paso 
county.  In  1911  he  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Civil  Appeals  for  the  Eighth  Judicial  District, 
serving  in  that  office  until  November  1,  1912,  since  which 
time  his  energies  have  been  given  to  the  legal  department 
of  the  El  Paso  &  Southwestern  Eailroad  Company  in 
El  Paso. 

Like  his  father,  Mr.  Petieolas  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  has 
always  had  an  active  part  in  the  labors  of  the  party,  per- 
forming worthy  service  in  its  behalf,  and  receiving  hon- 
ors at  its  behest.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Coiinty  and 
State  Law  Associations,  and  fraternally  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  November  1st,  189-1,  Mr.  Petieolas  was  married  to 
Miss  Lola  Givens  Davis,  the  daughter  of  John  A.  Davis, 
a  native  son  of  Texas.  The  marriage  took  place  in 
Galveston,  the  home  of  the  Davis  family  and  the  birth- 
place of  Mrs.  Petieolas.  To  them  have  been  born  sis 
children,  as  follows :  Floyd  Davis ;  Warner  Marion,  Jr. ; 
Ella  Goodman ;  Alfred  Brown ;  John  Davis ;  and  Williani, 
The  home  of  the  family  is  at  1407  Montana  street. 

John  H.  Glasgow.  To  have  a  statewide  reputation 
when  the  state  in  question  is  as  large  as  the  state  of 
Texas,  is  no  small  thing  for  one  man  to  accomplish. 
John  H.  Glasgow,  of  Seymour,  Texas,  can  easily  lay 
claim  to  this  honor,  for  he  is  widely  known  as  one  of 
the  greatest  criminal  lawyers  Texas  has  ever  claimed. 
Endowed  by  nature  with  a  legal  mind,  through  years 
of  study  and  close  application,  and  through  an  ability 
to  read  men  and  grasp  the  significance  of  their  actions, 
Mr.  Glasgow  has  risen  to  his  present  high  position  in 
the  regard  of  his  fellow  lawyers  and  the  people  of  the 
state  in  general.  Not  only  is  he  a  great  lawyer,  but 
also  he  is  a  man  of  splendid  character,  a  man  of  cul- 
ture and  fine  intellect,  and  his  personal  popularity  is 
widespread.  Although  he  takes  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs  yet  he  has  never  been  prevailed  upon 
to  accept  a  public  office  save  once,  preferring  to  devote 
his  entire,  time  to  his  profession,  his  family  and  his 
friends. 

John  H.  Glasgow  was  born  in  Cape  Girardeau  county, 
Missouri,  on  the  17th  of  December,  1851.  He  attended 
the  common  schools  of  Missouri,  and  after  completing 
the  work  of  the  public  schools,  he  became  a  teacher,  his 
aim  being  to  earn  enough  money  to  enable  him  to  go 
to  college.  He  was  eventually  able  to  lay  aside  the 
money  by  which  he  paid  his  expenses  in  the  Fruitland 
Normal  Institute  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Missouri.  After  a 
four  year  course  in  this  institution,  he  came  to  Texas. 
This  was  in  1874  when  he  was  twenty-three  years  of 
age  and  he  located  in  Young  county,  Texas.  Here  he 
taught  the  first  public  school  in  the  county.  The  roof 
was  a  tarpaulin  and  the  floor  was  of  dirt  and  condi- 
tions were  primitive  indeed.  During  his  years  as  a 
student  he  had  been  studying  law  more  or  less  and 
during  his  one  year  as  a  teacher  in  Texas  he  continued 
his  studies.  In  1876  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  he 
has  practiced  law  continuously  since  that  time.  He 
first  opened  an  office  in  Graham  county  and  until  1886 
he  remained  in  this  county.  It  was  while  he  was  a 
resident  of  this  county  that  he  accepted  his  only  public 
office,  that  of  county  judge,  serving  in  this  office  for 
four  years.  In  1886  he  came  to  Baylor  county  and  es- 
tablished himself  in  practice  here.  He  is  now  the 
oldest  lawyer  in  Seyninur.  hi.vin-  piactieed  all  over  this 
county  before  a   mil.-   -f   i,nl...,,|   l.iid  been  built. 

Mr.  Glasgow  has  i.lmI.'  In-  ir|mtation  as  a  great 
lawyer  in  the  practice  ..f  .•nniiii.il  law.  He  has  deiende.l 
as  liianv  men  as  any  other  lawyer  m  the  state  and  his  suc- 
cess has  not  been  due  to  trickery  but  to  a  comprehen- 
sive knowledge  of  the  law  and  to  his  eloquence  and  the 
force  of  his  personality  in  the  court  room.  Mr.  Glas- 
gow has  been  many  times  urged  to  accept  office  but  has 
steadily  refused.  He  has  been  tendered  the  district 
iudgeship  upon  more  than  one  occasion  but  has  pre- 
ferred the  work  of  an  attorney  to  -' '■  "'  "  -"^"° 


vork  of  a  judge. 


One  of  the  finest  things  about  the  success  of  this  man 
is  that  he  is  not  the  object  of  the  bitter  envy  that  so 
often  assails  men  in  high  places.  His  methods  are  too 
fair  and  his  personality  too  well  liked  to  bring  him 
anything  but  the  friendship  and  respect  of  other  men. 

In  his  religious  affiliations  Mr.  Glasgow  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  church.  Politically  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  party  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  na- 
tioual  as  well  as  state  and  local  political  questions.  He 
has  always  been  very  active  in  fraternal  circles,  being 
a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  has  been  senior 
warden  in  the  Masonic  lodge  in  Seymour  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Blue  Lodge  in  Seymour  and  of  the  Com- 
mandery  and  Knights  Templar.  He  has  also  held  offices 
in  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was  one  of  the  men 
who  organized  the  latter  order  in  Seymour  and  on  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  his  membership  the  members 
of  the  lodge  presented  him  with  a  gold  button  as  a 
token  of  their  friendship  and  esteem.  Mr.  Glasgow  is 
keenly  interested  in  baseball,  having  been  at  one  time 
a  great  ball  player  himself.  He  enjoys  everything  in 
the  shape  of  art,  but  his  especial  passion  is  for  jjoetiy. 
He  has  a  fine  memory  and  poetical  quotations  add  to 
both  his  public  speeches  and  his  conversation,  for  he 
has  the  gift  of  speaking  poetry  that  few  men  have. 

Mr.  Glasgow  was  married  at  Columbus,  Texas,  in  1S91 
to  Miss  Manti  Cummins,  a  daughter  ot  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cummins,  of  Seymour,  Mr.  Cummins  b^ing  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Colorado  county.  Two  children  have  bee» 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glasgow,  a  son  and  a  daughter, 
Jack,  Jr.,  and   Kitty  Gale. 

Elias  p.  Lester.  The  thriving  city  of  Cameron,  the 
metropolis  and  judicial  center  of  Milam  county,  is  fa- 
vored in  having  as  its  mayor  a  citizen  of  such  marked 
progressiveness  and  loyalty  as  Mr.  Lester,  who  is  ably 
administering  the  affairs  of  the  city  government  and 
who  holds  also  the  position  of  assistant  cashier  of  the 
Cameron  State  Bank,  one  of  the  staunch  and  popular 
financial  institutions  of  central  Texas.  Further  interest 
attaches  to  the  career  of  Mayor  Lester  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  he  was  born  and  reared  in  the  county  that  is 
now  his  home  and  is  a  scion  of  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  honored  pioneer  families  of  this  favored  section  of 
the  Lone  Star  State. 

Elias  P.  Lester  was  born  at  Maysfield,  Milam  county, 
Texas,  on  the  30th  of  October,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of 
Elias  J.  and  Elizabeth  (Nunn)  Lester,  both  natives  of 
Tennessee,  where  the  former  was  born  in  1823  and  the 
latter  in  1825,  both  having  been  children  at  the  time  of 
the  removal  of  the  respective  families  to  Texas.  Elias 
J.  Lester  came  to  Texas  in  1834,  at  which  time  he  was 
about  eleven  vears  of  age,  and  his  parents  settled  in 
Milam  rnuntv."  IK-  lii.anie  one  of  the  representative  pio- 
iH-ti  tanii.M-  Ml  till-  -rrt ion  of  Texas  and  not  only  served 
as  a  gallant  -Mhlirr  in  tlir  revolution  through  which  Texas 
was  si'iiaiat.d  I'lnin  Mrxico  and  made  an  independent  re- 
public, but  he  also  went  forth  as  a  representative  of 
the  same  commonwealth  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war, 
in  which  he  sacrificed  his  life  in  the  cause  of  the  Con- 
federacy. His  death  occurred  in  1S63.  and  was  the  result 
of  disease  contracted  when  si-rvin^:  h  itli  his  regiment. 
He  was  a  man  whose  IuhIi  iniiH  )|iIi-  and  genial  ways 
gained  to  him  the  respect  and  r<rrni  ni  all  who  knew  him, 
and  his  name  merits  an  euduiint;  place  on  the  roster  of 
the  honored  pioneers  of  the  Lone  Star  State.  His  wife, 
who  survived  him  by  more  than  thirty  years,  was  sum- 
moned to  the  life  eternal  in  1898,  and  thus  passed  away 
one  of  the  revered  pioneer  women  of  Milam  county.  In 
the  family  were  seven  children— Sarah  E.  is  the  widow  of 
Prank  Jones,  of  Kerrville.  Kerr  county,  Texas,  where 
her  husband  was  a  successful  farmer,  and  they  have  two 
children;  Eliza  E.  is  the  widow  of  S.  D.  Beasley,  who  was 
a  farmer  and  stock-grower  of  Callahan  county,  Texas,  and 
they  liecame  the  parents  of  seven  children :  William  J., 
who  is  married  and  has  two  children,  is  a  successful  horti- 
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culturist  at  Durant,  Oklahoma ;  Amanda  J.  is  the  wife 
of  J.  A.  Mayes,  a  farmer  at  Gatesville,  Coryell  county, 
Texas,  and  they  have  five  children ;  James  E.,  who  wedded 
Miss  Ida  Martin  and  has  seven  children,  is  a  farmer  and 
merchant  of  Jones  Prairie,  Milam  county;  Thomas  died 
in  infancy;  and  Elias  P.  is  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
review. 

Elias  P.  Lester  was  an  infant  at  the  time  of  his  father 's 
death  and  he  was  reared  to  adult  age  at  the  old  family 
homestead  at  Maysfield.  Milam  county,  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools  until  he  had  attained  to  the  age  of 
fifteen  years.  Thereafter  he  gave  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  stock-growing  until  he  was  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  Edward 
D.  Atkinson  of  Maysfield,  in  whose  service  he  continued 
for  seventeen  years,  in  the  capacity  of  bookkeeper.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  period  he  removed  to  Cameron,  the 
county  seat,  to  assume  the  position  of  bookkeeper  in  the 
First  National  Bank.  After  one  year  he  was  advanced 
to  the  position  of  assistant  cashier,  and  retained  this  en- 
cumbency  five  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  resigned 
the  office  to  accept  that  of  assistant  cashier  of  the  Cameron 
State  Bank,  with  which  he  has  been  identified  in  this 
capacity  since  190S.  Mr.  Lester  has  made  an  admiral>le 
record  "as  an  executive  officer  in  connection  with  banking 
operations  of  appreciable  scope  and  importance,  and 
he  has  at  all  times  been  accorded  the  fullest  measure  of 
popular  confidence  and  esteem.  He  is  the  owner  of  his 
attractive  home  property  in  Cameron,  besides  other  city 
property,  and  has  in  his  native  county  a  well  improved 
farm  of  250  acres.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  State 
Bank  of  Burlington,  Milam  county,  and  one  of  its  direc- 
tors. 

Adhering  closely  to  the  Democratic  party,  Mr.  Lester 
has  had  no  desire  to  enter  the  arena  of  so-called  practical 
politics,  though  he  is  essentially  liberal  and  progressive 
as  a  citizen,  "in  1913  he  was  elected  to  fill  out  an  unex- 
pired term  as  mayor  of  Cameron,  ami  the  best  voucher 
for  the  efficiency  of  his  service  in  this  important  office 
was  that  given  in  his  re-election  in  1014.  Mr.  Lester  is 
a  popular  factor  in  the  social  life  of  his  home  city  and 
the  fact  that  he  still  permits  his  name  to  1  e  enrolled  on 
the  list  of  eligible  bachelors  has  in  no  sense  militated 
against  the  good  will  thus  manifested  toward  him  by  all 
who  know  him.  He  attends  and  supports  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  Cameron. 

Louis  BOBERT  B.\RR.is.  In  1909  Mr.  Barras  came  to 
Texas  from  Portland.  Oregon,  and  organized,  with  Mr. 
Jones,  the  Fred  A.  Jones  Building  Company,  with  offices 
in  Dallas  and  Houston,  and  this  company  achieved  imme- 
diate and  conspicuous  success  under  the  sole  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  Barras. 

Louis  E.  Barras  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  September  28th,  1871,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel 
T.  and  Isabella  (Taylor)  Barras,  of  Philadelphia  also, 
and  is  directly  descended  from  the  old  French  Provencal 
family  of  that  name,  whose  proud  boast  is  "Yivat  Bar- 
rasia  Proles,  Antiquatate  Nobilus,  Virtute  Nobilior" 
("Live  the  descendants  of  Barras  of  the  most  ancient 
nobility,  but  in  virtue  excelling  nobility").  Mr.  Barras 
is  the  fifth  generation  in  America. 

Educated  in  Philadelphia,  his  first  position  was  that 
of  Assistant  Engineer  of  Tests  at  the  Peneoyd  Iron 
"Works,  later  becoming  Chief  Engineer  of  Tests.  In  1892 
he  resigned  to  become  an  inspecting  and  consulting  engi- 
neer with  Messrs.  Hildreth  &  Company,  of  New  York : 
while  with  them  he  induced  that  comiiany  to  enter  the 
construction  field  and  superintended  for  them  several 
interesting  projects,  including  one  of  the  first  highspeed 
interurban  electric  roads — that  from  Washington,  D.  C, 
to  Alexandria,  Virginia,  and  to  Arlington ;  he  also  built 
two  of  the  principal  buildings  for  Smith  College,  North- 
In  IftOO  and  1901  he  was  superintendent  of  the  construc- 
tion i,f  certain  Military  Highways  in  Porto  Eieo,  "W.  I., 
running   from   Arecibo   to    Utuado   and   from   Manati   to 


Morovis  and  Ciales.  This  work  included  not  only  the 
necessary  grading  and  surfacing,  but  also  some  interest- 
ing bridge  work  and  some  of  the  largest  concrete  arches 
constructed  up  to  that  time. 

Returning  from  Porto  Bico  in  1901,  Mr.  Barras  be- 
came superintendent  for  the  George  A.  Fuller  Company, 
of  New  York.  This  company  was  the  pioneer  in  the 
introduction  of  the  steel  skyscraper,  and  is  today  the 
largest  building  organization  in  the  world.  While  with 
them  he  superintended  the  erection  of  Saks  &  Company's 
Store,  the  Spring-Broadway  Building,  the  New  Amster- 
dam Theatre,  the  Breslin  Hotel,  the  ^Tew  York  Hippo- 
drome. 

Besigning  from  the  Fuller  Company,  Mr.  Barras  under- 
took and  carried  through  successfully  some  difficult  work 
in  the  Mississippi  Eiver  below  New  Orleans,  for  the 
Foundation  Company,  of  New  York.  This  work  involved 
the  first  use  in  this  country  of  a  floating  pneumatic 
caisson  for  working  men  below  water,  and  it  excited  con- 
siderable interest  in  scientific  and  engineering  circles. 

In  1896  Mr.  Barras  went  to  San  Francisco,  as  General 
Superintendent  for  the  Thompson-Starrett  Company,  of 
New  York,  and  in  two  years  handled  the  construction  of 
some  seventeen  buildings,  all  designed  to  be  fire-  and 
eartlh|n;iif  pi.iMt.  nnil  costing  from  $200,000  to  $1,000,- 
0011  ,  ,h  li.  |i,,ni  San  Francisco  he  went  to  Portland, 
Ore^:i.n.  ns  ni:iii;im'r  for  the  same  company,  and  erected 
several  ot  the  most  prominent  buildings  there. 
■  In  July,  1909,  he  came  to  Texas  and  since  then  has 
built  The  Bossonian  Apartments  (which  are  the  largest  and 
most  expensive  in  Texas),  the  Bender  Hotel,  the  South- 
western Telephone  Main  Building,  the  Sunset  Hospital, 
the  Finst  Church  of  Christ  Scientist,  and  the  remodeling 
—  "  building  of  addition  to  Messrs.  Levy  Brothers'  Store, 


all  in  Houston.  In  I 
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built  the  Country  Club, 
tion  Building  of  the  South- 
■  Municipal  Building  and 
I  i:i  Paso,  the  Paso  del 
.^ti,  the  Nueces  Hotel,  in 
oiial  Insurance  Company's 
eleven-story  steel  office  building,  and  in  Birmingham,  Ala- 
bama, the  twenty-story  American  Trust  &  Savings  Bank 
Building. 

Mr.  Barras  is  a  member  of  the  Dallas  Club,  the  Dallas 
Country  Club,  the  Dallas  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 
Dallas  Automobile  Club,  A.  A.  A.,  and  a  non-resident 
member  of  the  Southern  Club  and  Country  Club  of 
Birmingham,  Alabama. 

In  1895  Mr.  Barras  married  Madeleine  Bliss  Bennett 
Duncan,  of  Alabama,  daughter  of  the  Confederate  Major 
Benjamin  Duncan  and  Sue  (Kidd)  Dttncan.  Mrs.  Barras 
is  a  direct  descendant  of  Martha  Jefferson,  aunt  of 
Thomas  Jefferson.  They  have  three  children— Madeleine 
d'Orville,  born  in  New  York  City,  Louis  Bobert,  2d,  born 
in  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  and  Martha  Jefferson 
Virginia,  born  in  Pelham,  New  York. 

Laf.\tette  MmpHY.  This  name  introduces  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  Kaufman  county,  founded  by  a  grand 
old  pioneer,  Captain  Dul'.art  .AJurphy,  who  was  the 
father  of  the  above  named  Lafayette  Murphy,  and  whose 
descendants  are  found  numerously  both  in  Kaufman  and 
other  counties  of  the  state  and  in  the  Southwest.  The 
careers  of  both  Captain  Du  Bart  Murphy  and  Lafayette 
Murphy  deserve  more  than  ordinary  mention  among  the 
noted  Texans  of  the  past. 

I'aiitain  DuBart  Murphy,  who  died  in  1891,  was  for 
nearly  half  a  century  a  resident  of  Texas.  His  was  an 
eventful  and  adventurous  career  from  his  childhood.  He 
came  into  the  unexplored  regions  of  the  Southwest  when 
seventeen  years  of  age  on  a  mission  of  hunLanity,  and 
for  twenty  years  before  taking  up  his  permanent  home 
in  Texas  was  a  frequent  traveler  over  the  routes  leading 
up  and  down  the  country  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
He  was  born  at  Genevieve,  Missouri,  May  20,  ]80f>,  a  son 
of  William  Murphy  and  a  grandson  of  William  Murphy. 
Grandfather  Murphy  was  the  youngest  of  three  brothers 
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who  left  Ireland  and  settled  iu  the  Virginia  colony  just 
heiore  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution.  All  were  Baptist 
preachers,  and  the  two  older  brothers,  Joseph  and  ±iich- 
artl,  remarned  loyal  to  the  Crown,  while  William  gave  his 
support  to  the  cause  of  independence  and  saw  it  succeed. 
\\  ilham  Murphy  was  a  merchant  and  importer  in  Eich- 
mond  when  the  war  broke  out,  and,  thinkiug  that  the 
aftair  would  soon  end,  donated  his  coarser  goods  to  the 
quartermaster  for  the  use  of  the  Colonial  troops,  and  the 
hner  goods  he  packed  away  in  boxes  and  stored  in  a, 
cellar  to  await  tu»  restoration  of  peace.  V\  hen  he  finally 
reopened  his  stock,  at  the  end  of  eight  years  ot  war, 
he  found  the  boxes  so  rotten  that  they  fell  to  pieces 
and  his  goods  ruined  with  dampness  and  decay.  During 
the  war  grandfather  William  Murphy  was  an  officer  in 
the  Kevolutionary  army,  and  for  four  years  served  under 
Generals  Kash,  Knox  and  Putnam.  Atter  the  war  he 
moved  to  Tennessee,  taking  all  his  married  children  with 
him  and  settling  near  Knoxville,  where  among  his  neigli- 
bors  and  associates  were  Captain  Menafee  and  Governor 
Blount,  the  first  governor  of  the  state.  After  some  years 
as  a  farmer  there,  he  became  restless  and  followed 
his  pioneer  desires  to  acquire  a  home  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi. All  the  country  west  of •  the  Mississippi  was 
then  the  territory  of  Louisiana,  under  the  dominion  of 
Spain  and  later  of  France.  On  horseback  grandfather 
Murphy  made  a  journey  to  the  Spanish  post  of  St.  Louis, 
and  arranged  for  a  colony  to  be  established  m  bt.  Gene- 
vieve county.  He  then  returned  home  to  arrange  tor  the 
removal  of  his  family,  but,  like  Moses  of  old,  he  was 
not  permitted  to  more  than  look  towards  the  promised 
land  for  he  was  cut  off  before  the  family  started  on  its 
iourney  and  his  ashes  still  sleep  in  the  Volunteer  state. 
The  event  caused  no  change  in  the  plans,  and  his  widow, 
with  the  dauntless  enterprise  of  pioneer  women,  became 
the  practical  leader  of  the  family  emigration.  In  1,9S 
with  her  married  sons  she  headed  the  exodus  for  the 
Louisiana  country.  Their  goods  were  loaded  on  to  keel 
boats,  floated  down  the  Tennessee  into  the  Ohio,  and 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  up  the  Missii^sippi  to  Cape 
Girardeau.  Five  of  the  sons  were  then  married,  and 
each  took  a  grant  of  laud  on  the  Missouri  side  of  the 
river  and  chopped  from  the  vast  forest  an  abiding  place 
and  farm  The  seven  sons  of  grandmother  Murphy  were 
Josiah  David,  Eichard,  DuBart  (named  in  honor  of  the 
French  merchant  with  whom  his  father  did  an  import 
inu-  business  prior  to  the  Bevolutionary  war),  Isaac, 
Je>se  and  William.  The  last  named  was  the  father  of 
Captain  DuBart  Murphy  of  Texas.  Settling  m  the  ex 
treme  southeastern  corner  of  Missouri  in  what  is  now 
St.  Francis  county,  the  Mu,|li.vs  u.mo  s„  numerous  as  to 
aive  the  com.uun.tv  „;,„„■  Mn.phv  S,.,  1  lr;n,.nt.  In  a  few 
years  the  Mu.i:l.v  mM  tLnnnt  Iu.  :n,i,  a  pn,,ulous  one,  and 
strangers  passing  tliruugh  W^anu.  fe.-l  sate  m  hailing 
every  man  as  a  Mr.  Murphy,  and  it  is  claimed  they  sel- 
dom made  a  mistake.  In  that  vicinity  grandmother  Mur- 
phv  who  was  a  devout  Christian,  is  said  to  have  con- 
ducted the  first  Sunday  school  in  the  entire  state  of 
Missouri  She  lived  many  years,  witnessed  the  political 
events  which  transferred  the  Louisiana  territory  first  to 
France  and  later  to  the  United  States,  followed  by  the 
organization  of  Missouri  territory  and  the  admission  of 
the  territoiv  as  a  state,  and  died  in  1843  and  is  buried 
at  Farmin^r'ton  in  St.  Francis  county.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Eachet  Henderson,  and  she  was  born  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Vallev  of  Virginia.  William  Murphy,  the  father 
of  Captain  DuBart  Murphv,  was  one  of  the  family  party 
which  established  pioneer  homes  in  the  Missouri  settle- 
ment, and  continued  to  live  and  reared  his  family  m  bt. 
Francis  county. 

The  late  Captain  DuBart  Murphy,  who  was  the  young- 
est of  his  father's  children,  grew  up  m  Southeastern 
Missouri  near  the  Mississippi  river,  had  some  recollec- 
tion of  the  war  of  1812,  and  saw  the  first  steamboat  that 
passed  along,  a  pioneer  in  the  great  river  traffic  that  was 
subsequently  developed  along  that  highway.  One  of  his 
first  school"  teachers  was  Joshua   Barton,   a  brother   ot 


Judge  David  Barton,  who,  with  Colonel  Bentoj,  was 
elected  first  United  States  senator  from  Missuiiii.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age.  Captain  Murphy  was  asic  i 
his  uncle  to  make  a  trip  to  Jonesboro,  n-xas.  tn  inquire 
into  the  death  of  his  son  Isaac,  who  was  icported  to 
have  been  killed  by  Indians.  That  was  in  the  year 
1S23,  and  all  the  Arkansas  country  was  practically  un- 
known except  to  traders  and  trappers,  and  only  a  few 
trails  led  across  the  country  and  lost  themselves  in  the 
forest.  The  hardships  of  such  a  journey  did  not  deter  the 
young  man,  and  he  was  additionally  spurred  by  the  prom- 
ise of  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  desired  information. 
He  made  the  journey  on  horseback,  found  the  settlement 
in  which  his  cousin  had  lived  about  Jonesboro,  learned 
the  particulars  of  his  death  by  the  Indians,  and  returned 
as  he  came  after  the  absence  of  J;wo  months. 

From  1823  to  1828  Captain  Murphy  carried  on  mining 
and  trading,  selling  beef  to  the  lead  miners  in  south- 
eastern  Missouri   and   driving   horses   south   and   selling 
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inters  in  the  lower  Mississippi  Valley. 
^iil.-r.jii,  ii;!<  li,.  went  to  St.  Louis  and  hired  himself  to 
i!"  Ml    a   knife   and   wounded  Captain   Murphy 

li"  '1.  W  :!  II  .1  few  months  a  negro  highwayman  killed 
il:i  -I  I  II  til  a  knife  and  woun<ied  Captain  Muiphy 
himself.  This  event  threw  him  out  of  employment,  but 
gave  him  an  acquaintance  with  Edward  Bates,  subse- 
quently Lincoln 's  attoine.y  general.  In  1833  Captain 
Murphy  went  to  Xew  Orleans  to  buy  goods  for  a  mer- 
chant at  Farmington  who  declined  to  make  the  trip  him- 
self because  of  the  scourge  of  cholera  in  the  Orescent 
City. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  interesting  events 
of  his  active  career  during  the  years  before  he  came 
to  Texas.  In  November,  1836,  Captain  Murphy  married 
Miss  Elifabeth  Anthony,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Anthony 
of  Madison  county,  Missouri.  The  children  of  that  union 
are  enumerated  in  a  following  paragraph. 

Finally  Mr.  Murphy,  becoming  dissatisfied  with  his 
Missouri  home,  determined  in  1841  to  seek  a  new  one. 
Having  seen  a  statement  in  a  newspaper  published  at 
Xatchitoches  that  President  Houston  of  Texas  would 
hold  a  Treaty  at  the  three  forks  of  the  Trinity,  he  de 
termined  to  be  present  at  that  negotiation,  and  set  out 
alone,  crossing  the  Red  river  at  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek, 
There  he  fell  in  with  seven  or  eight  others  who  weie  alsoj 
going  to  the  Treaty.  The  Treaty  was  held  at  Byrd's 
Fort  near  the  present  city  of  Dalias,  and  the  only  three 
white  families  in  that  locality  were  the  Bryants,  the 
Keenans  and  the  Beemans.  At  this  Treaty  Mr.  Murphv 
met  General  Houston  for  the  third  time.  Sime  years  | 
previously,  on  taking  a  drove  of  horses  throuah  the  Chero- 
kee nation,  he  first  saw  the  ex-governor  of  Tennessee, 
then  living  in  exile,  at  Webber's  Store.  At  another  time 
he  had  become  a  traveling  companion  of  the  great  Texas 
statesman  at  Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  and  their  routes  lay 
together  as  far  "as  Natchitoches,  where  they  separated, 
Houston  going  to  Xatchitoches  and  Murphy  to  Alexan- 
dria, Louisiana,  To  the  end  of  his  life  Captain  Murphy 
regarded  Sam  Houston  as  the  greatest  man  he  ever  knew. 

After  the  Treaty  at  the  vicinity  of  Dallas,  Captain 
Murphy  and  other's  visited  other  sections  of  the  state 
along  the  Trinity,  and  the  captain  himself  then  returned 
home  through  Lamar  county,  where  he  rented  a  farm,  and 
continued  his  journey  to  Missouri  to  arrange  to  bring  his 
family  to  Texas.  Thev  all  arrived  at  their  new  home  in 
Lama'r  countv  in  the  "fall  of  1842.  After  one  year  in 
Lamar,  Captain  Murphy  moved  to  Hopkins  county, 
settling  near  Hargrove's  Mills,  fifteen  miles  from  Tar- 
rant, which  was  then  the  county  seat.  In  18.50  Captain: 
Murphv  moved  to  Kaufman  county,  first  buying  land, 
near  tlie  mouth  of  East  Fork,  and  a  little  later  he  moved  > 
to  the  vicinity  of  King  Creek.  While  there  he  took  an 
active  and  influential  part  in  the  second  election  for  a 
county  seat,  and  it  was  largely  due  to  his  activities  that 
the  vote  decided  in  favor  of  Kingsboro,  After  about  two 
years  at  Kingsboro  Mr.  Murphy  moved  to  Old  Trinidad, 
but   became   dissatisfied   on   account   of   the        '      '^'^'-' 


Dhealthful 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


167 


locality,  and  in  1855  bought  a  farm  and  established  his 
home  in  the  Crandall  community,  which  knew  him  inti- 
mately during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  There  he  en- 
tered into  the  spirit  of  home  building  and  made  an  indeli- 
ble impression  upon  his  community.  He  was  hopefully 
disposed,  always  bore  a  feeling  of  good  will  towards 
his  fellow.s.  entertained  all  with  his  ready  wit  and  rich 
fund  of  stories  and  jokes,  displayed  an  adaptability  for 
business,  and  helped  to  fight  some  of  the  real  battles  and 
participated  in  many  of  the  political  skirmishes  of  the 

During  the  war  between  the  North  and  South,  Captain 
Murphy  was  selected  to  raise  a  company  in  Kaufman 
county  for  Colonel  Buford's  regiment,  and  though  past 
the  military  age  succeeded  in  raising  the  full  quota 
and  was  commissioned  as  the  first  captain.  He  served 
seven  months,  hut  saw  none  of  the  fighting,  and  his  only 
acquaintance  with  the  Yankees  was  with  a  few  prisoners. 
Wheu  he  resigned  towards  the  end  of  1862,  Lieutenant 
Michaux  became  captain  and  the  old  captain  returned  to 
his  farm.  From  the  close  of  the  war  no  event  in  his 
personal  career  occurred  of  special  note.  He  lived  quietly 
among  his  friends  and  neighbors  until  the  death  of  his 
wife,  after  which  he  shared  his  time  with  his  children 
until  his  own  death  in  1891. 

By  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Anthony,  Captain  Murphy 
had  eleven  children,  named  as  follows:  Ellen,  who  died 
iinmarried;  Amanda,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Hen- 
ley, and  her  two  children  died  in  infancy;  Lafayette,  a 
sketch  of  whose  career  follows;  Samuel,  who  lives  in 
Mills  county,  Texas;  IJenderson,  a  resident  of  Brown- 
wood,  Texas;  Joseph,  who  died  in  Kaufman  county;  Wil- 
liam", who  died  in  the  Confederate  army;  Mary,  whose 
first  husband  was  Henry  Boykin  and  her  second  P.  M. 
Lewis,  and  she  died  at  Forney,  Texas;  Eliza,  who  mar- 
ried John  A.  Coleman  of  Kaufman;  besides  Barton  and 
DuBart,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Lafayette  Murphy,  the  oldest  son  of  Captain  DuBart 
Murphy,  was  .born  in  St.  Francis  county,  Missouri,  De- 
cember 14,  1839.  He  received  a  limited  education  in 
Kaufman  county  before  the  war,  during  which  he  had 
been  crippled  for  life.  He  joined  Captain  Chisholm's 
Company  A,  Colonel  Stone's  Third  Texas  Cavalry,  and 
saw  some  service  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas  in  Eoss  's 
Brigade,  and,  while  in  winter  quarters,  in  1861-62,  lost 
his   right   leg   in    an   accident    and    wns    =ent   back   home 

maimed  for  life.     AcquiriiiL;  :i    faiilv   ^ I  education,  he 

became  a  trader  and  lanmi.  <lr:ilt  siir,,'s^i  iillv  in'  cattle, 
horses,  and  mules,  and  lllMlll)ll^t^:^lc.l  nihility  and  business, 
leaving  an  estate  of  more  than  seven  lunidred  acres  at 
his  death  in  November,  1887.  He  was  ever  interested 
in  all  matters  that  he  considered  for  the  benefit  of  his 
community,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Christian  church 
was  faithful  to  its  tcachiu-s. 

Lafayette  Mmi'liy  was  luarried  within  a  mile  of  his 
home  on  Dec<'inliri  is.  isi;(;.  to  Miss  Virginia  V.  Wade, 
whose  birthplace  is  a  few  uiiiuites  walk  of  her  present 
residence.  Mrs.  Murphy  was  a  daughter  of  Vincent  A. 
and  Phoebe  (Utley)  Wade,  who  came  from  Gallaway 
county,  Kentucky,  to  Texas  in  1845.  Her  father  died  in 
1847,  the  year  in  which  Mis.  Murphv  was  born.  Mrs. 
Phoebe  Wade,  who  died  in  1883.  had  been  left  with  a 
family  of  young  children  to  support  and  for  years  braved 
the  difficulties  and  hardships  of  a  frontier  woman's  life, 
and  succeeded  in  rearing  her  children  and  giving  them  a 
good  home  and  fair  school  training.  After  the  dangers 
and  hardships  of  her  earlier  career,  she  spent  the  evening 
of  her  life  in  the  comforts  of  her  children,  and  passed 
away  in  her  seventy-sixth  year.  The  eh  Idren  in  the  Wade 
family  were:  William  L..  who  died  in  Panola  county, 
Texas;  B.  W..  who  died  in  Kaufman  courty;  Henry,  who 
died  before  the  family  left  Kentucky;  Ann,  who  became 
Mrs.  William  Grubbs"  and  later  iirs  Oilando  Anthony, 
and  who  also  died  in  Kaufman  county:  John  A.,  who  died 
in  Young  county.  Texas;  Edward  W.,  who  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Kaufman  county;  .Jacob  Sanders,  who  was 
killed  in  Tucson,  Arizona ;  Bannister,  who  died  in  Kauf- 
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man  county ;  and  Virginia  V.,  who  is  the  sole  survivor 
of  the  family. 

The  children  of  Lafayette  and  A'irginia  Murphy  were 
as  follows:  Amanda,  the  wife  of  Dr.  T.  A.  MUler  of 
Corsicana.  Texas;  Modena,  who  died  in  Kaufman  as 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Thompson;  Ed  W.,  of  Gi  Idfield,  Nevada;  Wil- 
liam B.,  who  conducts  the  family  homestead ;  Joseph  E., 
who  was  educated  in  the  New  York  branch  of  the  East- 
man Business  College,  who  closed  five  yeais  of  business 
practice  in  New  York  with  a  cleikship  in  the  Fifth 
Avenue  Trust  Company,  is  now  cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Crandall,  and  who  by  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  Gibbs,  daughter  of  W.  N.  Gibbs,  has  four 
children  named  Mary  V.,  Donald,  Kathleen  and  Mil- 
dred; Polly  the  youngest  child  of  Mrs.  Murphy,  who 
died  when  five  years  of  age.  All  the  children  except  W. 
B.  and  Joseph  E.  were  educated  in  the  Add-Ran  College 
at  Thorp  Springs,  Texas.  The  scholastic  training  of 
Joseph  E.  has  been  noted,  while  WiUiam  B.  received  his 
education  in  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Following  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Murphy  as- 
sumed his  ]dace  in  the  management  of  his  affairs  and 
carried  on  the  business  much  as  he  had  planned.  She 
and  her  sons  have  added  much  to  the  productiveness  of 
the  farm  by  opening  new  land,  building  tenant  houses 
and  extending  the  domestic  elements  of  farm  life  to 
their  wide  domain.  They  have  aligned  themselves  with 
the  spirit  of  advancement  and  are  amongst  the  most  sub- 
stantial and  best  esteemed  people  of  Kaufman  county. 
The  Christian  church  has  exercised  its  influence  in  the 
familv  in  the  rearing  of  the  children,  and  Mrs.  Murphy 
has  been  a  faithful  member  of  its  circle  since  her  mar- 
riage. 

Wiley  Morrow,  M.  D.,  of  Trenton,  Texas,  is  a  son 
of  Drs.  James,  Sr.,  and  Fannie  Morrow,  practicing  phy- 
sicians of  Blue  Ridge,  Collins  county,  Texas.  He  wa"s 
born  in  Hunt  county,  Texas,  October  27,  1877,  whence 
his  father  had  gone  as  a  youth  of  about  eighteen  years, 
in  company  with  his  parents  from  McMinn  county, 
Tennessee.  He  was  born  near  McMinnville,  in  185-^, 
was  a  son  of  Matthew  Morrow,  a  modest  Tennessee 
farmer  who  settled  near  Pike,  Hunt  county,  Texas,  re- 
sumed farming,  and  died  in  that  locality  in  1888.  at 
sixty-one  years  of  age.  The  latter  was  a  son  of  Cap- 
tain Morrow,  who  obtained  his  title  as  a  soldier  after 
the  Revolutionary  War.  JIatthew  Morrow  married  a 
Miss  Baker,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren, among  whom  was  James  Harrison,  the  father  of 
Dr.  Wiley.  Other  children  to  grow  up  were:  Annie, 
who  married  Hans  Parish  of  Leonard,  Texas;  Andrew, 
who  is  now  deceased;  Dr.  John  of  Soiitherland  Springs, 
Texas;  Thomas  of  Pike,  Texas;  Dr.  William  of  Snvder, 
Texa<;  Ccr,!-,.  ,if  Pike,  Texas;  Benjamin  of  Souther- 
land  Springs,  -rexas;  Minnie,  the  wife  of  Davi.l  lloj.e  of 
Dcnti.n  riinntv,  Texas;  Sarah,  who  spent  her  life  .is  Mrs. 
Jeti'eison  Huckleliv  of  Pike,  Texas,  and  Cvnthia.  who 
nmrried  Hill  Berry  of  that  locality. 

.Tames  Harrison  Morrow  acquired  his  professional  edu- 
cation in  Tulane  University.  New  Orleans,  graduating  in 
1880.  He  began  practice  at  Nobility,  Fannin  county,  but 
for  many  years  has  been  located  in  Collin  county.  His 
)iolitical  alignment  is  of  Republican  persuasion,  his  fa- 
ther having  espoused  the  Union  cause  during  the  Civil 
War  and  acted  with  the  republican  party  afterward. 
As  between  the  candidates  for  the  presidency  in  1912, 
Dr.  Morrow  followed  the  fortunes  of  Mr.  Roosevelt.  In 
1876  Dr.  James  Harrison  Morrow  was  married  in  Fannin 

county  to   Miss   Fannie   McCuistion,   daughter  of  

McCuistion,  who  came  to  Texas  at  the  close  of 

the  Civil  War.  Some  years  after  her  marriage  Mrs. 
Morrow  decided  to  prejiare  for  a  professional  career,  and 
did  so  in  the  American  College  of  Medicine,  St.  Louis, 
graduating  from  that  school  in  l^iOi.  and  for  the  past 
twenty-one  years  has  actively  and  efficiently  practiced 
her  profession.     She  is  affiliated  with  the  local  and  State 
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medical  societies,  and  is  one  of  the  professional  women 
of  Texas  who  are  honoring  medicine  in  its  application 
to  human  ills.  She  and  her  husband  have  had  two  chil- 
dren: Dr.  Wiley,  and  Dora,  wife  of  Hall  Melugin  of 
Sabinal,  Uvalde  county,  Texas. 

Wiley  Morrow  was  a  student  of  Grayson  College, 
Writewright,  Texas,  after  the  public  schools,  and  chose 
medicine  for  a  career  in  1896,  when  he  entered  the 
American  Medical  College.  When  equipped  as  a  physi- 
cian, he  began  practice  upon  a  certificate  from  the  Dis- 
trict Board  at  Gainesville,  Texas,  in  the  community 
where  he  had  grown  up.  He  resumed  the  work  of  finish- 
ing his  medical  course  in  the  Georgia  College  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery,  Atlanta,  and  after  graduating  there, 
in  1901,  resumed  practice  where  he  had  left  off.  He  lo- 
cated in  Trenton  in  1905,  and  in  1912  attended  the  Chi- 
cago Polyclinic  for  a  course.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
state  and  national  medical  bodies,  is  Trenton's  health 
officer,  and  local  surgeon  for  the  M.,  K.  &  T.  Bailway 
Company.  In  national  politics,  he  is  a  progressive,  and 
gives  his  support  to  Democratic  candidates  in  Texas.  Dr. 
Morrow  is  past  chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
past  noble  grand  of  Oddfellowship,  and  a  Master  Mason. 

On  January  6,  1897,  Dr.  Morrow  was  married  at  Tren- 
ton, Texas,  to  Miss  Katie  Stapp,  daughter  of  John  C. 
and  Susie  (Dodd)  Stapp.  Mr.  Stapp  came  from  Ala-, 
bama,  and  is  the  father  of  Katie,  Hugh,  Hubbard,  Dud- 
ley and  Clyde,  wife  of  Stanley  Simpson.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Morrow  have  three  children:  Lucile,  Marguerite  and 
Bennie. 

John  H.  Beavers.  A  distinguished  member  of  the 
Wood  county  bar,  John  H.  Beavers  is  a  resident  of 
Winnsboro,  where  he  stands  admittedly  at  the  head  of 
the  bar  and  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  successful 
attorneys  in  Northeast  Texas.  The  following  brief 
sketch  and  estimate  of  his  career  was  written  by  one 
who  has  known  him  long,  both  in  the  law  and  in  pub- 
lic life. 

He  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Texas,  March  6,  1870, 
where  he  grew  up  to  early  manhood  on  a  farm.  His 
father,  W.  H.  Beavers — "Major  Beavers" — who  died 
in  Franklin  county  in  1886,  was  a  native  of  the  old 
Volunteer  state,  and  at  one  time  a  member  of  the 
Tennessee  legislature  from  McNairy  county.  While  he 
did  not  enlist  as  a  soldier,  on  account  of  advancing 
years,  he  nevertheless  gave  to  the  "Lost  Cause"  not 
only  his  moral  support,  but  the  services  of  three  sons, 
one  of  whom  died  while  wearing  the  gray.  They  were 
children  of  his  first  wife,  who  was  Miss  Cynthia  Parker 
prior  to  her  marriage,  she  dying  in  Tennessee.  He  later 
came  to  Texas  and  married  the  daughter  of  a  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald, her  death  occurring  in  November,  1911.  The 
surviving  children  of  this  union  are:  Dr.  W.  L.  Beavers 
of  Hawkins,  Texas;  and  John  H.  Beavers  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch. 

The  early  life  of  John  H.  Beavers  was  uneventful,  but 
he  was  patient,  industrious,  studious,  and  modestly 
ambitious.  Y.et,  while  struggling  with  life's  problems, 
he  lost  no  opportunity  to  read  law,  and  managed  many 
trials  of  minor  importance  for  his  neighbors  in  the 
justices'  courts,  even  before  his  admission  to  the  bar. 
in  this  line  of  amateur  practice,  his  success  was  with- 
out a  parallel  and  served  to  stimulate  his  young  ambi- 
tion. He  pursued  his  legal  studies  more  ardently  than 
ever  and  in  due  time  was  licensed  to  practice.  He  had 
been  engaged  in  actual  practice  only  a  few  years  when 
he  removed  to  Wood  county  and  identified  himself  with 
the  bar  and  fortunes  of  the" thriving  little  city  of  Winns- 
boro. That  was  but  little  over  a  decade  ago,  and  yet,  in 
that  comparatively  brief  period,  he  has  won  not  only 
distinction  as  a  'lawyer,  but  commanding  prominence 
as  a  useful  citizen. 

Mr.  Beavers'  wonderful  success  in  the  management 
of  a  noted  murder  case  brought  him  prominently  to 
notice  as  a  criminal  lawyer  of  exceptional  ability.     In 


the  first  trial  of  this  case  (known  in  Texas  court  his- 
tory as  the  "celebrated  Wallace  case")  the  defendant 
got  a  death  sentence.  The  brief  filed  by  Mr.  Beavers  on 
appeal  in  the  court  of  criminal  appeals  was  declared 
by  one  of  the  able  associate  justices  to  have  been 
one  of  the  strongest  and  most  exhaustive  ever  filed  in 
that  court,  and  yet  he  knew  that  it  marked  Mr.  Beav- 
ers '  first  appearance  in  that  august  tribunal.  The  case 
was  reversed.  On  a  second  trial  in  the  district  court, 
Wallace  got  a  life  sentence  to  the  penitentiary.  Again 
the  case  was  appealed,  with  the  same  result — a  rever- 
sal. Then  a  mistrial,  and  finally  an  acquittal.  The 
theory  upon  which  Mr.  Beavers  fought  and  ultimately 
won  his  famous  cause,  saving  his  client's  life,  involved 
some  of  the  most  intricate  and  vital  features  of  the  law 
of  evidence  that  had  up  to  that  time  ever  perplexed 
the  criminal  courts  of  the  state,  and  the  opinion  handed 
down  in  this  case  is  now  the  settled  law  of  the  state 
on  the  questions  involved. 

The  result  of  this  famous  trial,  after  two  or  three 
years  of  royal  conflict  in  the  courts,  brought  Mr.  Beav- 
ers into  immediate  prominence.  However,  his  career 
in  this  line  of  practice  was  at  that  time  of  short  dura- 
tion. The  people  saw  the  value  of  his  services,  and  in 
1906  he  was  elected  district  attorney  over  a  very  able 
opponent,  by  an  overwhelming  majority  in  the  judicial 
district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Wood,  Smith, 
Van  Zandt  and  Upshur.  He  polled  2,144  of  the  2,316 
votes  of  Wood  county.  As  a  public  prosecutor,  he  made 
a  record  of  convictions  with  few  parallels  in  the  judicial 
annals  of  the  state,  exhibiting  the  same  ability  in  the 
prosecution  of  men  charged  with  crime  that  he  .had 
formerly  displayed  in  their  defense.  During  the  last 
of  his  four  years '  service  in  this  office,  Mr.  Beavers 
was  urged  by  his  host  of  friends  to  become  a  candidate 
for  Congress  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  to  vindicate 
their  confidence  and  partiality,  he  consented  to  make  the 
race.  He  made  a  spirited  campaign  before  the  people 
of  the  district,  but  was  defeated  by  a  rival  candidate 
who  held  a  commanding  geographical  advantage  in 
the  contest.  The  primary  vote  showed  Mr.  Beavers  to 
have  lost  onlv  one  precinct  in  Upshur  county  and  only 
two  in  Wood"  county,  where  he  polled  1,250  votes  to  the 
other's  781.  Although  he  lost  the  nomination,  Mr.  Beav- 
ers made  a  wide  acquaintance  and  established  himself 
among  men  of  influence  in  the  district.  The  following  is  a 
clipping  from  a  comment  made  by  some  of  his  friends 
at  the  time  he  made  the  race  for  Congress.  "We  have 
known  Hon.  J.  H.  Beavers,  and  have  been  closely 
identified  with  him  since  his  boyhood  days,  and  know 
him  to  be  a  man  of  the  highest  moral  qualities,  a  pro- 
found, painstaking  and  qualified  lawyer,  and  a  man  of 
exalted  character  and  lofty  ideals,  possessing,  in  the 
highest  degree,  those  qualifications  and  requisites  so 
necessarv  to  befit  him  for  the  place  to  which  he  aspires. ' ' 
Also  it  "has  been  said  of  him  by  those  who  know  him 
best  that  he  embodies  all  of  the  higher  traits  of  South- 
ern citizenship.  . 

His  term  of  office  as  prosecutor  having  expired,  he 
resumed  the  general  practice  of  law.  Since  that  time 
figured  as  leading  counsel  on  one  side  or  the  other  of 
nearly  every  important  case  tried  in  the  district  court 
of  Wood  county,  both  civil  and  criminal,  besides  often 
appearing  in  leading  cases  in  other  counties.  He  has 
conquered  the  struggle  of  the  past  and  is  splendidly 
equipped  to  grapple  fearlessly  with  the  future.  With 
not  a  spot  or  blemish  on  his  public  career  or  private 
life,  in  the  prime  of  life  and  in  full  possession  of  every 
faculty  of  mind  and  body,  unimpaired  by  a  single 
vice  or  weakness,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  foretell  that 
the  future  of  his  life  will  be  even  more  conspicuously 
successful  than  the  past. 

Judge  D.  R.  Pearf.son.  For  a  number  of  years  prom- 
inent in  the  official  affairs  of  court  and  county,  a  former 
county  judge,  Mr.  Peareson  is  one  of  the  citizens  whose 
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long  residence,  success  in  profession  and  business,  and 
high  personal  character  entitled  them  to  the  best  dis- 
tinction in  public  life,  where  their  previous  record  in- 
sure faithful  and  intelligent  service  in  behalf  of  the 
public  welfare. 

D.  E.  Peareson,  who  was  born  in  his  home  town  of 
Kichmond,  Texas,  August  2,  1869,  is  a  son  of  the  late 
Hon.  Philip  E.  Peareson  and  a  member  of  a  family 
which  has  been  conspicuous  in  citizenship,  in  the  law, 
and  in  its  performance  of  military  duty  for  several  gen- 
erations in  the  south.  The  late  Philip  E.  Peareson  was 
born  in  Talladega,  Alabama,  and  he  married  Minnie 
Eugeley. 

The  founder  of  the  family  in  Texas  was  the  paternal 
grandfather.  Dr.  E.  A.  Peareson,  who  brought  his  family 
to  Texas  when  the  late  Philip  E.  was  a  boy  of  iive  or 
six  years.  Their  first  settlement  was  in  Victoria  county, 
whence  they  moved  to  Matagorda  county,  where  Dr. 
Peareson  died.  Until  the  outbrealc  of  the  Civil  war.  Dr. 
Peareson  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
but  then  organized  a  company  and  went  to  the 
front  as  its  head.  Philip  E.  Peareson  was  a  lieu- 
tenant under  his  father  in  that  same  organization, 
and  came  out  of  the  war  with  the  straps  of  cap- 
tain. He  also  was  a  member  of  General  Granbury^s 
staff.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Arkansas  Post,  but  was 
subsequently  exchanged,  and  then  in  the  great  battle  of 
Franklin  was  again  captured,  and  this  time  sent  to  John- 
son 's  Island,  the  Federal  Prison  in  Lake  Erie,  and  was 
held  in  confinement  there  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
he  suffered  many  hardships.  On  going  out  for  service, 
he  had  been  a  member  of  Pat  Cleburne 's  Division. 
Among  other  battles  in  which  he  was  a  participant  was 
those  of  Missionary  Eidge  and  Lookout  Mountain.  On 
returning  to  Matagorda  county,  after  the  war,  Philip  E. 
Peareson  married,  and  then  moved  to  Bichmond,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  1895.  The  late  Mr.  Peareson  was 
one  of  the  big  lawyers  and  prominent  citizens  of  South 
Texas.  At  one  time  he  was  a  candidate  for  congress 
against  W.  H.  Grain,  and  subsequently  made  a  gallant  fight 
for  the  ofEce  of  attorney  general  of  Texas  against  Gov- 
ernor Hogg.  He  had  made  a  splendid  record  as  a  soldier 
of  the  Confederacy,  was  a  courageous  and  useful  citizen, 
and  had  few  equals  among  his  contemporaries  in  the 
law.  His  father.  Dr.  Peareson,  had  died  soon  after  re- 
turning home  from  the  war.  Minnie  Eugeley,  the  mother 
of  Judge  Peareson,  was  a  daughter  of  Alex  Eugeley, 
who  was  a  prominent  planter  and  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Texas.  He  had  come  to  this  state,  Texas,  shortly 
after  the  close  of  the  Mexican  war,  becoming  a  settler 
in  Matagorda  county.  During  the  war  between  the 
states  he  saw  service  in  a  home-guard  company  com- 
manded by  his  brother.  Captain  E.  S.  Eugeley.  Mrs. 
Minnie  Peareson  passed  away  in  1896. 

Judge  Peareson  was  one  of  the  five  children  in  the 
family.  His  brother,  E.  A.  Peareson,  now  deceased,  was 
a  major  in  the  Spanish-American  war,  in  the  First  Texas 
Cavalry,  whose  commander  was  Col.  Luther  Hare,  and  lie 
also  was  at  one  time  tax  collector  of  Fort  Bend  county, 
and  was  serving  in  the  office  of  sheriff  at  tlie  time  of 
his  death.  The  other  children  are  Mrs.  M.  C.  Andrus 
of  Eiehmond;  Thomas  B.  Peareson,  the  present  county 
attorney,  who  at  one  time  was  a  member  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  Mrs.  P.  G.  Huston  of  Bay  City,  Texas. 

Judge  Peareson  became  a  practicing  lawyer  in  1890, 
and  in  1895  took  up  the  large  practice  left  in  his  hands 
by  the  death  of  the  eminent  father.  His  early  education 
was  attained  at  St.  Mary's  Prc|i:ir,Tt(ii  v  Sdmol  in  San 
Antonio,  and  subsequently  at  tlir  Ayi  i' nil  uial  &  Me- 
chanical College  of  Bryan.  In  tlir  ,,111.,  (,i'  his  father 
he  continued  his  law  studies  until  ndini'-SM.n  to  the  bar, 
and  since  the  year  189.5  has  been  in  constant  practice, 
with  a  large  and  growing  patronage,  not  only  that  in- 
herited from  his  father,  but  much  that  has  been  won 
through  his  own  pronounced  ability  as  a  lawyer.  In 
1904  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  County  Judge  of  Fort 


Bend  county,  that  position  having  been  tendered  him 
without  any  solicitation  on  his  part.  He  remained  in- 
cumbent of  the  office  for  two  terms,  a  total  of  four 
years,  the  limit  imposed  under  the  rule  of  the  Jay  Bird 
Democratic  Association.  Previous  to  this  time  he  had 
been  elected  county  surveyor,  but  did  not  qualify  for 
that  office.  He  has  also  served  as  president  of  the  school 
board  for  more  than  six  years,  and  for  four  years  was 
president  of  the  Jay  Bird  Association.  Much  public  im- 
provement in  his  home  town  and  county  may  be  credited 
to  the  administration  of  Judge  Peareson.  The  present 
school  building  in  Eiehmond  was  erected  while  he  was  a 
member  of  the  board,  and  the  new  courthouse  and  the 
new  bridge  at  Eosenberg  were  practically  completed  dur- 
ing his  administration  as  county  judge. 

He  showed  himself  an  administrator  with  rare  execu- 
tive ability,  and  made  his  administration  a  high  standard 
in  the  annals  of  county  government. 

On  June  15,  1892,  Judge  Peareson  married  Miss  Mary 
Sargent  of  Matagorda  county,  a  daughter  of  Jno.  F. 
Sargent.  Their  only  child  is  Philip  E.,  w^ho  is  now  in 
college  at  Lebanon,  Tennessee.  Judge  Peareson  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  church  of  Eiehmond, 
and  he  has  served  as  warden  for  eighteen  years.  He  is 
affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  Mrs.  Peare- 
son is  an  active  member  in  the  Daughters  of  the  Cop- 
federacy. 

Judge  Peareson  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  promi- 
nent men  of  his  county;  has  been  urged  to  run  for  the 
office  of  District  Judge,  but  refused  to  make  the  cam- 
paign. He  has  gained  material  evidences  of  success,  as 
well  as  the  high  esteem  of  his  community,  and  occupies 
an  enviable  place  in  his  home  county. 

Gayle  Tarver  Snedecor.  One  of  the  ablest  as  well  as 
one  of  the  most  energetic  of  the  younger  generation  of 
Fort  Bend  county  citizens,  Mr.  Snedecor  is  a  former  dis- 
trict clerk  of  the  county,  is  one  of  the  leaders  in  the 
Democratic  party,  and  is  soon  to  take  up  active  practice 
as  an  attorney. 

Gayle  Tarver  Snedecor  was  born  in  Fort  Bend  county, 
Texas,  March  9,  1881,  and  is  a  son  of  Bolivar  G.  and 
Sallie  (Tarver)  Snedecor.  His  father  was  born  in 
Greene  county,  Alabama,  and  his  mother  in  Texas.  The 
father  came  to  Texas  in  1868,  and  now  resides  upon  a 
splendid  farm  on  the  Colorado  Eiver  in  Fort  Bend 
county.  The  Snedecors  are  an  old  and  prominent  south- 
ern family,  who  before  the  war  owned  slaves,  and  Boli- 
var Snedecor  has  long  been  a  man  of  high  standing  in 
Fort  Bend  county,  possessing  an  alert  mind  and  keen 
intelligence. 

Gayle  T.  Snedecor  was  largely  self-taught,  and  that 
w^as  due  to  the  fact  that  when  he  was  a  boy,  attending 
the  common  schools,  the  term  lasted  only  about  three 
months  each  year.  In  1898  he  began  working  as  a  line- 
man for  the  Bay  City  Telephone  Company,  helping  to 
construct  the  first  telephone  line  in  Bay  City,  at  a  time 
when  there  was  only  the  courthouse  and  a  few  old 
buildings  on  the  site.  Another  early  ociupatiou  was  the 
driving  of  buggies  and  mule  teams  between  \Yharton  and 
lago  before  the  railroail  was  built,  and  he  was  also  em- 
ployed on  farms,  in  stores,  and  elsewhere.  That  was  fol- 
lowed by  six  months  of  hard  stud}-  at  home  under  the 
tutoriuir'nf  an   old   schoolmaster. 

Mr.  Siifclrinr  then  took  a  position  as  bookkeeper  on 
one  ut  ilir  -t,itc  farms,  near  Areola,  having  charge  of 
the  rMi,inii-s:nv  ,|epartment.  That  was  followed  by  work 
in  till'  Li'iNiiil  merchandise  department  of  the  Areola 
Siig:ir   \|ilN,  \\li.'i(>  he  remained  for  five  years.     He  was 

then  I kk.Tiicv  tor  the  J.  B.  Fenn  estate,  at  Duke,  and 

later,  in  s.i.teiiiber,  1905,  was  employed  by  the  Brazoria 
Irrigation  Company  of  Biceton,  for  one  year.  About 
that  time  Mr.  Snedecor  first  entered  practical  politics. 
A  candidate  for  the  office  of  district  clerk  of  Port  Bend 
County,  his  election  encountered  no  opposition.  The 
only   interruption   to   his   regular   administration   of   the 
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duties  of  the  office  was  a  period  of  about  eight  months 
spent  in  West  Texas  in  order  to  recuperate  his  health. 
After  retiring  from  his  otiicial  duties,  Mr.  Snedecor  en- 
gaged in  business  for  himself  for  about  four  years,  and 
has  since  sold  out,  and  at  the  present  writing  is  prepar- 
ing to  take  up  the  practice  of  law.  Mr.  Snedecor  has 
always  been  active  in  Democratic  politics,  and  is  at 
present  Democratic  chairman  of  Precinct  No.  1.  He  re- 
fused an  oflfer  upon  the  part  of  the  people  to  run  him 
for  state  senator. 

In  1906  Mr.  Snedecor  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Buby  Schmidt  of  Harris  county,  daughter  of  F.  J. 
Schmidt,  an  old  Confederate  soldier  and  a  member  of 
Dick  Dowling  Camp  of  the  Confederate  Veterans  at 
Houston.  He  was  once  the  sole  owner  of  the  famous 
Schmidt  Gardens  of  Galveston,  long  ago  converted  to 
other  purposes.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snedecor  have  been 
born  two  children,  Winona  and  .Juanita,  both  of  whom 
are  living.  Mr.  Snedecor  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
Rosenberg  Masonic  Lodge,  and  was  made  a  Mason  at 
Richmond,  in  Morton  Lodge,  No.  72,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
He  and  his  wife  hold  lifetime  membership  in  the  Sons 
and  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy.  Such  are  the  bare 
facts  of  biograjihy  in  regard  to  the  career  of  Gayle  Tar- 
ver  Snedecor.  That  outline  does  not  reveal  the  actual 
personality,  and,  in  order  to  create  a  proper  estimate  of 
the  man  as  he  is,  this  article  will  be  supplemented  with  a 
quotation  from  a  character  sketch  written  by  one  w"ho 
has  had  opportunities  to  appreciate  Mr.  Snedecor  at 
close  range.  This  pen  sketch  is  as  follows :  ' '  The  world 
is  all  too  full  of  middle-of-the-road,  mediocre  men;  so  it 
is  refreshing  to  find  a  man  who  possesses  that  distinct 
individuality  and  strength  of  mind  which  mark  him  as 
one  of  that  comparatively  small  band  who  bla?e  out  the 
trail,  and  have  been  doing  so  since  the  world  began. 
Gayle  Tarver  Snedecor  is  as  clear-cut  an  individual  as 
a  lightning  flash;  yet  he  is  one  of  the  most  unassuming 
of  men.  A  reader  and  a  deep,  bold  thinker,  his  position 
is  always  pronounced  and  definite.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  physical  manhood,  he  has  hair  the  color  of  the  famous 
house  of  Hapsburg,  but  features  finer  than  ever  the  most 
aristocratic  scion  of  that  great  house  possessed.  To  talk 
with  him  is  a  pleasure,  as  his  mind  is  stored  with  an 
amazing  knowledge  of  literature,  economics,  and  political 
and  civic  facts,  many  of  them  not  culled  from  books,  but 
from  direct  experience.  He  quotes  readily  from  the  best 
in  the  world  of  books,  and  the  man  who  hopes  to  argue 
with  him  in  glittering  generalities  will  soon  find  himself 
in  deep  water;  for  along  with  the  decided  poetic  strain 
in  his  nature  is  a  most  exacting  and  hard-headed  side, 
which  moves  him  to  take  nothing  for  granted  and  de- 
mands proof." 

Judge  Gordon  Russell,  United  States  Judge  of  the 
Eastern  District  of  Texas  since  1910,  is  one  whose  public 
service  has  been  of  a  varied  nature,  but  always  in  the 
line  of  his  profession.  He  is  a  son  of  Georgia  parents, 
but  was  born  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  at  the  home  of  his 
maternal  grandfather,  Judge  James  H.  Gordon. 

Maj.  H.  A.  Russell,  the  father  of  Judge  Russell,  was 
formerly  of  Dalton,  Georgia,  but  is  now-  a  resident  of 
Atlanta.  For  many  years  prior  to  his  removal  from  Dal- 
ton he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  that  place. 
The  mother  of  the  Judge  was  Mary  E.  Gordon.  The 
Gordon  family  settled  in  Virginia  in  the  early  days  of 
that  colony,  and  from  Virginia  that  portion  of  the  Gor- 
don family  from  which  Judge  Russell  was  descended 
moved  to  North  Carolina,  and  they  were  there  resident 
during  the  days  of  the  American  Revolution,  taking  part 
witli  the  colonists  and  fighting  in  tlie  American  army  at 
the  battle  of  King 's  Mountain.  From  North  Carolina" two 
brothers  of  the  Gordon  family  moved  to  the  state  of 
Georgia.  One  of  these  brothers  was  Zachariah  Gordon, 
the  father  of  the  Confederate  General,  John  B.  Gordon, 
and  the  other  brother  was  Judge  James  H.  Gordon,  the 
grandfnther  of  Judge  Russell  of  this  review.     Through 


his  father 's  family,  the  Judge  is  related  to  the 
of  Georgia,  his  paternal  grandmother,  Caroline  Russell, 
having  formerly  been  Caroline  Hardee,  a  sister  of  the 
Confederate  general,  William  J.  Hardee. 

Gordon  Russell  was  educated  at  the  Sam  Bailey  Insti: 
tute.  Griffin,  Georgia,  and  at  the  Crawford  High  School, 
in  Dalton,  Georgia,  finishing  with  an  A.  B.  degree  at  the 
University  of  Georgia.  After  his  graduation,  he  read  law, 
at  the  same  time  occupying  himself  with  school  teaching, 
and  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1879,  while  still  a 
minor,  and  soon  thereafter  he  came  to  Texas. 

Settling  in  Canton,  Van  Zandt  county,  Texas,  in  1880, 
Mr.  Russell  was  elected  county  judge  four  years  later. 
He  relinquished  the  office  voluntarily  after  one  term  of 
service  and  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and 
in  1888  he  moved  to  WUls  Point,  Van  Zandt  county, 
where  he  continued  in  practice  until  1895,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Tyler,  Smith  county.  That  place  continued  his 
home  and  the  center  of  his  professional  activities  until 
1910,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Sherman,  upon 
election  to  his  present  office,  and  here  he  still  resides. 

In  1892  Judge  Russell  was  elected  District  Attorney 
of  the  Seventh  Judicial  District  of  Texas,  and  was  re- 
elected to  the  office  in  1894.  While  serving  his  second 
term  as  district  attorney  a  vacancy  was  created  in  the 
office  of  Judge  of  the  District  Court  by  the  resignation 
of  Hon.  Felix  J.  McCord,  whereupon  the  governor  of  the 
state  appointed  District  Attorney  Gordon  Russell  to  fill 
that  vacancy.  At  the  next  general  election,  in  1896,  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  by  the  people,  and  in  1910  was 
re-elected  to  the  office  without  opposition.  While  he 
w^as  serving  his  second  term  as  .iudge  of  the  State  Dis- 
trict Court,  he  resigned  that  office  to  become  a  member 
of  Congress,  having  been  elected  to  that  body  in  1902. 

The  election  of  Judge  Russell  to  Congress  was  pre- 
ceded by  a  campaign  between  himself  and  Hon.  R.  C. 
DeGraffenried  which  attracted  the  attention  of  the  entire 
state.  Tlie  two  rifal  candidates  held  a  series  of  joint 
debates,  which  were  attended  by  great  audiences,  and 
the  discussions  were  characterized  by  intense  vigor  and 
earnestness.  The  people  of  the  district  were  greatly 
wrought  up  by  the  campaign  and  personal  feeling  ran 
high.  The  result  of  the  contest  was  the  election  of  Judge 
Russell  by  a  large  majority.  He  was  re-elected  to  con- 
gress in  i904,  in  1906,  and  again  in   1908. 

In  1910  a  vacancy  was  made  in  the  office  of  United 
States  District  Judge  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Texas 
by  the  death  of  Judge  David  E.  Bryant.  Judge  Russell 
w'as  at  that  time  serving  the  term  in  Congress  to  which 
he  had  been  elected.  He  was  not  an  applicant  for  the 
United  States  Judgeship,  but  had  declared  his  intention 
of  becoming  a  candidate  for  re-election  to  Congress,  and 
had  announced  himself  to  his  constituents  in  an  address 
to  that  effect.  Notwithstanding  these  facts,  President 
Taft  selected  him  as  United  States  Judge  and  sent  his 
nomination  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  The  ' 
nomination  was  unanimously  confirmed  by  the  Senate, 
and  Judge  Russell  was  commissioned  by  the  President  as 
United  States  Judge  of  the  Eastern  District  of  Texas  on 
June  6,  1910. 

Soon  after  receiving  his  commission  Judge  Russell  re- 
signed his  seat  in  Congress  and  entered  actively  upon 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  of  Judge  of  tin 
United  States  Court.  The  oath  of  office  was  administered 
to  him  bv  Chief  Justice  Edward  D.  White,  then  Asso- 
ciate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  ceremony  occurred  at  the  Department  of  Justice 
in  Washington,  being  witnessed  by  a  number  of  his 
friends,  among  them  being  Postmaster  General  A.  S. 
Burleson. 

During  his  service  in  Congress.  Judge  Russell  gave 
special  attention  to  those  questions  which  were  of  legal 
nature,  and  he  was  regarded  by  his  fellow  members  as 
a  reliable  and  accurate  lawyer.  He  engaged  in  many  of 
the  debates  in  Congress  when  legal  propositions  were 
under  consideration,  and  attracted  attention  by  the  clear- 
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ness  of  his  statements  of  the  law.  After  delivering  his 
speech  on  the  Hepburn  Eate  Bill  he  was  invited  to 
make  an  address  before  the  bar  association  at  Buffalo, 
New  York.  He  accepted  the  invitation,  and  made  an 
address  that  was  received  with  favor  by  the  Bar  and  by 
the  Press.  It  was,  no  doubt,  due  to  the  character  of  the 
arguments  that  he  made  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
that  President  Taft,  though  a  Eepubliean,  determined 
to  appoint  him  to  the  Judgeship  lie  now  holds.  Judge 
Eussell  participated  in  some  of  the  most  important  de- 
bates in  Congress,  notablv  in  the  discussions  of  the  White 
Slave  Law,  the  Hepburn  Bill,  the  Bailroad  Eate  Bill,  and 
the  proposed  Arbitration  law. 

Judge  Eussell  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Miss  Jennie  Matthews,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
1884.  Five  children  were  born  of  tliat  ukui  :i->,  i.nlv 
two  of  tlicm  surviving.     His  second  wilC      :i      M         \  >  u  ,. 

Ford,  whom  he  married  in  1897  :ind  ]:}    ■     one 

child.  His  surviving  children  are  Mrs.  .\  II"  I-  M.ii  Isiy 
of  El  Paso,  Texas;  Mr.  Henry  Eussell,  an  ;it1nrney  at  law 
of  Sherman,  Texas,  and  Miss  Annie  Laurie  Eussell,  also 
of  Sherman. 

Stephen  Decatur  O'Brien.  A  residence  of  more  than 
fifty-four  years  and  a  life  characterised  by  business  ac- 
tivity and  honor  well  entitle  Stephen  ficfatur  O'Brien 
of  Liberty  to  nn-i'  :'i:iii  |-.i--:>i^  n^  nll..ii  ;,-  one  of  his 
community 's  re[' ■      ■    :i    '    >    ■'  ■    ;       i!^    '    i^  >  niifined  his 

energies  to  our  h'  ■  i  "-  '"  ,  "■  '  '  '!-  '  '■'"  '<-  his  aim 
to  attain  the  hiLjin-i  ■Ir-'.rr  ,,!  |Mir.>  ,,,,  jlung  several 
directions,  has  lieeu  alril  ninl  en;,  i  j.i  i-n^,  and  pos- 
sesses a  positive  genius  for  (liniviii-  .uhl  c  xc.uting  the 
right  plan  at  the  right  time.  .\lnr,MA  ci ,  hr  has  main- 
tained a  policy  in  harmony  with  the  old  and  time-tried 
maxim  concerning  honesty  and  labor,  and  his  business 
record  might  be  summed  up  in  the  phrase  ' '  through 
struggles  to  success. ' ' 

Mr.  O'Brien  was  born  in  St.  Mary's  Parish  (now 
Morgan  City),  Louisiana,  April  27.  1833,  and  is  a  son  of 
Charles    Wallace    and     Felid     (Salles)     O'Brien.       Mr. 


O'Brien's      great-grandfatl 
served   as  a  private  in   .i    \ Hu  i 
Eevolutionary  War,   ].ri- 
had  owned  large  landi^  I   ■ 
during  the  struggle  fnr  An^     >,i! 
the   chil.livn    nf   tli,'   oM    |,:iiiimi 

familv    brr.'inir     IHnliiilh.Ilt     111     \'ir 

Christoiihcr.  Th..  hitler  iiianuVl 
to  Illiuuis.  then  to  i^ouisiaua,  w  h 
iforgan  City)    was  named  after 


topher       O'Brien, 

< pany   during  the 

iiieak  of  which  he 
li.  however,  he  lost 
I  iipondence.  ■  Among 
ir  a  daii-liter,  whose 
la  a  Ha  lis.  and  a  son, 
.Miss  in'Mvick,  moved 
Beruii-k's  Bay  (now 
s   wife's   family,   and 


finally  passed  away,  after  some  years  spent  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  His  brother  George  lived  during  the  last 
years  of  his  life  at  Beaumont,  where  he  passed  away, 
while  another  brother,  Luke,  came  to  Te.xas  and  died  at 
Liberty.  All  reared  families.  The  children  born  to 
Christojiher  O'Brien  .aial  his  wife  were  as  follows:  An- 
drew; (Icoii;,.;  Cli.ailis  Wallarc;  America,  who  married 
Captain  s.,..rii-  aial  ,.a-s,M  tlir  -ivater  part  of  her  life 
in  Louisiana,    imt    ^la.i    al    Liluaa^.   Ti'xas;    Cvnthia.  who 

came   tn    tins   state    I    nitniaial    Frank   Hardin,   a   Ten- 

nesseoaii  tind  luir  ni  tlie  nld  surveyors  of  Liberty  county, 
and  died  li(-rr;  Katie,  win.  married  Mr.  Bagley  and  died 
here,  and  Viiyinia.  wlio  married  Mr.  Collins  and  re- 
mained in  Louisiana. 

Charles  Wallace  O'Brien  was  born  in  Louisiana,  and 
was  given  a  very  limited  education  in  his  youth.  He 
passed  his  life  as  a  farmer  of  the  slaveholding  class,  and 
died  in  the  Liberty  comiiiiiiiity  in  1879  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years.  He  was  in  syiii|i.atliy  .and  harmony  with 
the  Confederacy  durine  iln-  w.ii  lietwecn  the  South  and 
the  North  and  contrilmtecl  his  seivire  to  the  cause  by 
his  activities  as  a  civilian  in  his,  home  place.  He  never 
held  public  position  in  his  life,  preferring  to  devote  his 
whole  time  and  attention  to  his  own  affairs,  and  was 
without   membership   in   fraternal   organizations   of   any 


kind,  although  he  had  a  wide  acquaintance  and  was 
popular  with  his  fellow  men.  On  an  occasion  in  his 
youth  Mr.  0  'Brien  was  insulted  by  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  and  ever  after  that  throughout  his  life  he 
avoided  the  church.  Mr.  O  'Brien  was  married  in  Louisi- 
ana to  Miss  Felid  Salles,  a  French  lady,  who  belonged 
to  a  pioneer  family  of  that  state,  and  they  became 
parents  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  as  follows:  Hor- 
tense,  who  became  the  wife  of  Ed  CuUen  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Austin,  Texas;  Permelia,  who  became  the 
wife  of  John  Eidley  and  passed  away  at  Waco,  Texas; 
Eowenna,  who  became  Mrs.  Dick  Hardin  and  died  in 
Leon  county,  this  state;  Stephen  Decatur  of  this  review; 
Charles  W.,  who  died  in  Leon  county;  Benjamin  Mi- 
chael, a  merchant  of  Liberty  and  farmer  and  stock 
raiser  of  Liberty  county,  a  slseteh  of  whose  career  ap- 
pears on  another  page  of  this  volume;  Frank,  who 
passed  away  in  childhood;  Christy  S.,  who  died  unmar- 
ried in  Dallas  county,  Texas;  Mary  Juanita,  who  resides 
at  San  Antonio,  and  Florialla  White,  who  is  the  wife  of 
H.  A.  Speer  of  San  Antonio. 

Stephen  Decatur  0  'Brien  was  not  yet  seven  years  of 
age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Liberty  county, 
in  I'ebrnary,  1860,  and  here  he  grew  to  manhood,  near 
Lilierty,  on  the  family  homestead,  making  the  most  of 
his  opportunities  for  an  education,  although  his  school 
a<lvautages  were  not  many.  He  remained  with  his  fa- 
ther until  he  became  of  age,  and,  when  he  reached  his 
majority,  embarked  in  farming  and  stock  raising  on  his 
own  account  in  this  community.  In  this  he  has  been  en- 
gaged to  the  present  time,  although  he  has  also  passed 
some  twenty  years  as  a  merchant. .  He  engaged  in  mer- 
chamlising  at  Liberty  in  1886,  and  was  identified  with 
the  firm  of  B.  M.  O'Brien  &  Brother  until  1906,  when  a 
ilissolution  occurred  and  S.  D.  O'Brien  resumed  more 
actively  his  farming  and  stock  raising.  His  ranch  and 
farm  are  in  the  Martin  Survey,  and  he  has  been  a 
factor  in  the  develo]iim'iit  of  other  farms  near  Liberty. 
He  is  having  tille.l  -.ume  275  acres,  which  gives  employ- 
ment to  thirty  ii\e  lamilies,  and  other  outside  labor  is 
required  frnm  time  fn  time.  Tenant  houses  have  risen 
oil  liis  land  al  the  hands  of  Mr.  O'Brien,  besides  his 
new  revi,|eme  in  Liberty,  which  is  of  modern  type  and 
adds  ( (ms|'h.iniii-ly  to  the  appearance  of  the  town.  This 
resiilenee  is  a  t\xostory  structure  of  seven  rooms,  com- 
modious and  convenient,  with  open  stairs  and  curtained 
oiienings,  finished  in  mission,  and  it  sets  oft'  handsomely 
the  large,  picketed  yard.  The  O'Brien  store  also,  where 
he  did  Ijusiness  for  so  many  years,  is  an  example  of  the 
work  he  has  done  in  developing  Liberty.  He  lias  served 
the  town  as  an  alderman,  and  has  given  efficient  service 
on  the  board  of  education,  and  in  a  political  way  has  al- 
lowed himself  to  serve  his  county  and  city  in  conventions 
as  a  Democratic  delegate. 

On  February  21,  1900,  Mr.  O'Brien  was  married  at 
Liberty  to  Miss  Xonie  Grain,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  E.  J. 
Grain,  who  came  hither  from  Ibberville  Parish,  Louisiana. 
Mr.  Grain,  who  died  in  Liberty,  was  a  school  teacher  by 
vocation,  and  for  some  time  was  also  engaged  in  the  saw- 
mill business  here.  During  the  great  struggle  between 
the  South  and  the  North  he  served  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Gray,  in  command  of  an  infantry  company,  and  subse- 
quently passed  his  life  as  a  private  citizen.  He  and  his 
wife  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children :  Mrs. 
O'Brien:  Genrgie.  who  is  the  wife  of  William  Lanwehr 
of  Houston,  Texas;  Cora,  who  married  Shelby  Stiles  of 
Fort  Wnith:  Leila,  who  married  E.  W.  Leslie' of  Galves- 
ton, ami  Alis<  I'orinne,  principal  of  the  school  of  Devers, 
Texa-,  I  ear  ehihlren  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
O'llrieii.  iiaimly:  Berwick  Grain,  Decatur.  Charles  D. 
and  Fulide  Connue. 

W.A.LTER  Gresham.  Galveston  has  been  fortunate  in 
the  character  of  its  citijens  of  light  and  leading.  Other- 
wise,  pierhaps,   the   colossal   material   misfortunes   which 
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have  at  various  times  passed  that  way  would  have  over- 
whelmed the  spirit  as  it  did  the  structure  of  the  city. 
Praise  is  due  to  many,  and  the  honors  and  rewards  have 
often  been  parceled  out  to  the  deserving,  but  to  none 
more  than  to  Walter  Gresham.  Only  oocasionaUy  does 
it  happen  that  a  citizen  while  alive  and  active  m  the 
cause  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  years  and  efforts  be- 
comes the  object  of  an  affection  and  esteem  which  usually 
attach  to  the  memorv  and  not  to  the  living  presence. 
One  need  live  in  the  city  of  (ialvcston  but  a  short  time 
in  order  to  appreciate,  as  did  tlie  writer  a  few  years  ago 
with  what  peculiar  inllection  of  admiration  and  respect 
the  name  of  Walter  Gresham  is  spoken  by  associates  and 
citizens  of  every  class.  His  has  been  a  career  m  which 
disinterested  labor  in  behalf  of  a  community  and  civic 
patriotism  has  dominated  over  all  private  interests  and 
individual  successes.  He  is  a  lawyer  by  profession,  an 
able  one,  at  that,  but  only  comparatively  few  who  know 
him  think  of  his  professional  attainments;  rather  is  he 
the  booster  of  all  the  big  things  which  represent  a  prac- 
tical realization  of  Galveston's  ideals  Mr.  Gresham  has 
lived  in  Galveston  since  the  close  of  the  Civi  war,  in 
which  he  served  with  the  efficiency  of  a  good  soldier,  and 
Cis  as  keenly  and  vi,nv„nslv  n  „,an  of  the  present  and 
modern  spirit  as  the  \ciiniurvi    ■  m/cn.  i    ,„    :„ 

A  Virginian  by  bmli.  W:,!,,,  .;,esham  "'as  bo;"  ^" 
-irC„  ,„l  rinppn  comitv  .lulv  'JL!,  1.S41,  a  son  of  Edward 
fnfilt  Mann)  Grosliam.  His  father,  who  was  ed^ 
ucated  for  the  law  but  never  practiced,  owned  a  large 
vTrginia  plantation  and  devoted  his  time  to  its  opera- 
tion On  that  old  plantation,  and  with  the  surroundings 
and  atmosphere  of  the  old-time  Virginia  societies,  Walter 
Gresham  grew  up  and  received  his  early  education  m  pri- 
vate schools.  Still  pursuing  his  studies  when  the  war 
broke  out  in  1861,  he  went  into  the  Confederate  service. 
While  recuperating  from  illness  and  wounds  i^eceived  m 
his  firs'  campaign,  he  entered  the  University  of  Virginia 
and  studied 'diuing  the  fall  of  1861.  In  the  following 
spring  he  returned  to  the  army,  and  remained  until  the 
sprini  of  1863,  when  he  returned  to  the  University  and 
completed  his  law  course,  graduating  with  the  degree  of 
L  B  in  June,  1863.  As  the  war  was  still  m  progress, 
there  was  neither  opportunity  nor  inclination  to  take  up 
active  practice.  He  returned  to  his  duties  as  a  soldier, 
and  continued  with  the  Virginia  army  until  the  final 
surrender,  in  1865.  During  the  following  months  he  ac- 
cumulated a  little  capital,  and  t^en  started  for  Texas, 
arriving  at  Galveston  December  31,  1866  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  following  year  he  was  established  m  an  of- 
fice and  enrolled  nn  the  list  of  Galveston  attorneys,  where 
he  remained  for  forty-five  years.  ^  ,,       -^    tv,o 

The  first  large  public  enterprise  connected  with  the 
welfare  of  Galveston  and  with  which  Walter  Gresham 
was  associated  was  the  organization  of  Galveston  citizens 
in  1875  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  new  railroad 
outlet  in  order  to  place  the  city  in  reach  of  the  great 
productive  regions  lying  behind  it.  Before  the  war,  one 
line  of  railroad  had  been  constructed,  from  Galveston  to 
Houston,  but,  as  that  road  had  the  monopoly  of  transpor^ 
tation  its  service  was  apparentlv  conducted  with  a  lack  ot 
f'airne'ss  which  discriminated  severely  against  the  prosper- 
itv  of  the  port  citv.  Mr.  Gresham,  therefore,  was  one  of 
the  active  leaders  in  the  organization  of  a  syndicate  of 
Galveston  citizens  who  acquired  the  charter  ot  the  Lxuir, 
Colorado  and  Santa  Fe  Eailroad  Company,  which  com- 
pany undertook  and  carried  out  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  ten  hundred  and  fifty  mdes  m  length.  Mr. 
Gresham  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  company.  By 
1876  this  road  was  built  from  Galveston  to  Areola,  ^aml 
finally  was  carried  on  to  the  northern  limits  of  the  state. 
In  1886,  when  the  Gulf,  Colorado  &  Santa  Fe  was  con- 
solidated with  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Sys- 
tem, Mr.  Gresham  was  second  vice  president  ot  the 
Texas  Company.  .,       ,  ti,,. 

Following  the  construction  of  the  railroad  came  the 


necessity  of  a  suitable  harbor  for  ocean-going  vessels. 
This  brought  about  the  deep-water  movement,  the  history 
of  which  extends  over  a  long  period  of  years  and  cannot 
be  entered  into  in  detail  at  this  point,  except  to  say  that 
Mr.  Gresham  was  at  all  times  vigorously  fighting  in  be- 
half of  this  movement  and  has  probably  been  the  great- 
est individual  factor  in  its  successful  culmination.  In 
1888  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  meeting  of  the 
states  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  deep-water  harbor  on  the  coast  of  Texas.  At 
this  meeting  having  been  made  chairman  of  a  committee 
to  urge  the  matter  before  Congress,  he  spent  months  in 
Washington,  and  finally  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
Congress  pass  the  law,  in  September,  1890,  authorizing 
the  expenditure,  under  a  continuing  contract,  of  $6,200,000 
for  the  construction  of  jetties — the  first  practical  step  in 
the  creation  of  a  permanent  harbor  at  Galveston.  Mr. 
Gresham  drafted  the  resolution  passed  by  Congress,  De- 
cember 17,  1889,  which  provided  for  the  appointment  of 
a  board  of  engineers  to  examine  the  ports  along  the 
coast  of  Texas  and  to  determine  upon  the  one  most 
worthy  of  improvement,  the  same  to  conform  in  dimen- 
sions to  the  harbor  described  by  the  convention  composed 
of  delegates  from  twenty-two  states  and  territories  which 
met  at  Denver,  Colorado,  in  the  fall  of  1888.  This  board, 
after  examining  the  varibus  points  on  the  Texas  coast, 
unanimously  reported  in  favor  of  the  selection  of  Gal- 
veston as  the  point  to  be  made  a  first-class  harbor.  In 
this  way  was  obtained  the  thirty-foot  channel  and  pro- 
visions made  for  the  accommodation  of  the  largest  ves- 
sels at  that  time  atloat  on  deep-sea  waters. 

In  the  meeting  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Congress  at 
Muskogee,  in  1907,  Mr.  Gresham  drew  up  the  resolution 
to  Congress  requesting  that  deep-water  improvements 
should  be  continued,  and  that  resolution  was  acted  upon 
by  Congress  May  27,  1908.  The  work  carried  out  in 
pursuance  of  these  resolutions  and  plans  has  resulted 
already  in  the  making  of  the  port  of  Galveston  one  of 
the  largest  deep-water  harbors  in  the  world,  of  suificient 
area  to  accommodate  all  the  navy  and  merchant  shipping 
that  could  be  gathered  in  Atlantic  and  Gulf  waters. 
From  the  first  work  of  the  army  engineers  to  the  present, 
Mr.  Gresham  has  represented  the  interests  of  Galveston: 
and  lias  directed  the  great  enthusiasm  of  his  nature  to  thi 
success  of  the  great  enterprise. 

In  1901-2  he  was  president  of  the  Trans-Mississigpi 
Congress,  and  was  vice  president  for  Texas  of  the  Na- 
tional Bivers  and  Harbors  Congress.  He  has  performed 
most  of  his  civic  work  in  his  capacity  as  a  private  citi- 
zen. However,  he  has  an  important  record  of  oflScial 
life.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Twentieth,  Twenty-first 
and  Twenty-second  legislatures  of  Texas,  representing 
Galveston  county  for  six  years,  from  1887  to  1892  in- 
clusively. During  the  Twenty-second  legislature  he  was 
a  member  of  the  committee,  of  which  Chief  Justice 
Brown  was  chairman,  which  drafted  the  railroad  com- 
mission law  of  Texas.  Two  of  the  provisions  of  that 
law,  which  was  the  first  practical  measure  providing  for 
a  railroad  commission  in  all  the  states,  owe  their  author- 
ship to  Mr.  Gresham.  The  first  was  the  provision  con- 
ferring upon  the  railroad  commission  the  power  to  fix 
rates.  The  second  feature  is  what  is  known  as  the  ' '  Long 
and  Short  Hani"  clause.  Neither  of  these  important 
provisions,  now  so  familiar  in  legislation  affecting  trans- 
liortation,  was  embraced  in  the  original  bill,  as  intro- 
duceil  in  the  legislature,  and  lioth  were  adopted  as  amend- 
ments  after  much   discussion. 

Mr.  Gresham  in  1892  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Fifty-third  Congress,  representing  the  Tenth  congres- 
sional district,  taking  his  seat  on  March  4,  1893.  He 
served  until  March  4,  1895.  He  was  a  candidate  for  re- 
election, but  lost  the  nomination  under  the  two-thirds 
rule  by  a  few  votes.  Later  he  was  again  a  candidate  for 
nomination,  and  carried  his  district  in  the  convention, 
but,  being  a  supporter  of  the  gold  Democracy,  he  refused 
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the  iiomination  because  of  the  free-silver  plank  in  the 
platform.  It  is  noteworthy  that  during  his  term  in  Con- 
gress he  was  one  of  the  few  men  who  voted  against  free 
silver  in  all  its  phases. 

After  his  congressional  career,  Mr.  Gresham  took  up 
the  deep-water  work  and  his  law  practice,  and  was  also 
associated  in  the  construction  of  the  Galveston,  LaPorte 
and  Houston  Eailroad,  now  a  part  of  the  Southern  Pa- 
cific system. 

Mr.  Gresham  was  a  member  of  the  deep-water  com- 
mittee of  fifteen  members  in  1900.  After  the  storm  of 
September  of  that  year,  he  was  one  of  a  subcommittee 
of  three,  consisting  of  himself,  R.  Waverly  Smith  and 
Farrell  D.  Minor,  appointed  by  the  deep-water  commit- 
tee to  devise  measures  and  practical  plans  for  relief  and 
reconstruction  of  the  city.  It  was  this  committee  which 
originated  and  drafted  the  plan  of  commission  govern- 
ment, which  has  since  been  known  all  over  the  world  as 
the  ' '  Galveston  idea. ' '  This  idea  introduced  for  the 
first  time  in  American  cities  on  a  practical  basis  the 
simple  form  of  municipal  government  comprehended  un- 
der the  commission  plan.  From  the  time  of  its  origin 
in  the  minds  of  the  subcommittee,  a  little  more  than  a 
decade  ago,  the  commission  form  of  government,  with 
various  modifications,  has  spread  to  hundreds  of  cities 
throughout  the  United  States.  Walter  Gresham  not  only 
performed  a  great  service  in  helping  to  organize  a  new 
scheme  of  government  for  Galveston,  but  was  a  leader 
in  all  the  great  work  of  rehabilitation  which  followed 
after  the  storm.  Among  other  things,  he  drafted  the 
bills  by  which  the  state  of  Texas  donated  to  the  city  of 
Galveston  the  state  taxes  collected  in  Galveston  county 
for  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  the  proceeds  from  which 
were  to  be  used  in  enabling  the  city  to  raise  the  grade 
of  its  general  surface,  a  work  which  was  suecessfuly  car- 
ried out  at  a  total  cost  of  $2,000,000.  The  city,  through 
its  board  of  engineers,  worked  out  the  plans  for  grade 
raising,  and  then  issued  bonds  to  the  amount  of  two 
million  dollars  to  pay  for  the  work.  The  cost  from  the 
state  to  the  city  through  the  donation  of  Texas  has  thus 
far  more  than  enabled  the  city  to  pay  the  interest  and 
sinking  fund  for  these  bonds.  Mr.  Gresham  was  also 
one  of  the  vigorous  proponents  of  the  plan  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  sea  wall,  and  that  undertaking  was  started 
and  carried  out  under  the  auspices  of  the  county  of  Gal- 
veston as  a  part  of  the  protective  system  for  the  city 
and  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  $1,500,000.  The  bonds 
issued  by  the  county  for  this  purpose,  and  bearing  four 
per  cent  interest,  were  taken  up  chiefly  among  the  citi- 
zens of  Galveston.  Mr.  Gresham  and  District  Judge  E. 
G.  Street  formulated  the  law  under  which  the  sea  wall 
was  built  by  the  county.  Mr.  Gresham  at  the  present 
time  is  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Inter-Costal  Canal  Commission,  is  president  of  the  Gal- 
veston &  Western  Eailroad  Company,  president  of  the 
Senorita  Valley  Land  &  Colonization  Company,  and  is 
one  of  the  active  members  of  the  Galveston  County  Bar 
Association  and  the  Texas  State  Bar  Association. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1868,  Mr.  Gresham  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Josephine  C.  Mann,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Esther  Mann  of  Corpus  Christi,  her  parents  having 
been  early  settlers  in  that  section  of  Texas.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gresham  have  a  fine  family  of  children.  They  are : 
Esther,  who  married  W.  B.  Loekhart  of  Galveston;  Jo- 
sephine C,  wife  of  W.  T.  Armstrong  of  Galveston;  T. 
Dew  Gresham,  an  attorney  at  Dallas;  Frank  S.  Gresham, 
a  civil  engineer  by  profession  and  now  engaged  in  the 
flour  milling  business  at  Guthrie,  Oklahoma;  Beulah 
Gresham,  at  home,  and  Philip,  in  the  real  estate  business 
at  Los  Angeles,  California.  Three  children  are  deceased. 
The  Gresham  homestead,  in  Galveston,  is  a  beautiful  and 
attractive  residence  at  1406  Broadway. 

Drew  S.  Davis,  M.  D.  For  many  years  a  successful  phy- 
sician of  San  Augustine  county,  and  now  president  of  the 


First  National  Bank  of  San  Augustine,  Dr.  Davis  repre- 
sents a  family  which  is  alike  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
distinguished  in  this  section  of  Texas.  Its  annals  are 
replete  with  military  and  pioneer  achievements,  and  its 
various  members,  both  men  and  women,  have  borne  hon- 
orable and  valuable  relations  to  their  respective  com- 
munities in  many  different  sections  of  the  country. 

Dr.  Drew  S.  Davis  was  born  in  San  Augustine,  in  1868, 
a  son  of  Ludwill  Eector  and  Mary  C.  (Polk)  Davis,  both 
of  whom  are  still  living,  at  advanced  age.  Going  back 
as  far  as  possible  in  the  family  annals,  this  branch  of 
the  Davis  family  originated  in  England  and  Wales,  and  its 
original  stock  is  the  same  from  which  the  late  Jefferson 
Davis  descended.  The  great-grandfather  of  Dr.  Davis 
^vas  Warren  Davis,  who  had  an  eventful  career.  He  had 
fought  in  the  Eevolutionary  war  for  the  independence  of 
the  American  colonies,  and  even  before  that  time  had 
been  on  the  western  frontier.  During  the  French  and 
Indian  war  he  was  captured  by  the  Indians.  For  four 
years  he  remained  a  prisoner,  and  at  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  between  the  Indians  and  the  government  a  parcel  of 
laud  thirty-six  square  miles  in  extent  was  reserved  by  the 
chief  and  deeded  to  Warren  Davis.  This  land  was  in 
southeru  Ohio,  not  far  from  the  site  where  the  city  of 
Cincinnati  afterwards  grew  up.  Warren  Davis  later 
came,  with  his  two  sons,  to  Texas,  about  the  time  the 
Austin  colony  was  planted  in  that  state,  but  his  own  se- 
tlement  was  independent  of  Austin 's  followers.  He  lo- 
cated near  what  is  now  the  town  of  San  Augustine. 

Dr.  Davis'  grandfather  was  Elias  Kincholoe  Davis, 
who  was  born  in  Kentucky,  was  likewise  an  early  settler 
in  eastern  Texas,  and  helped  capture  the  old  stone  fort 
at  Nacogdoches  from  the  Mexicans. 

The  venerable  Ludwill  Eector  Davis,  who  was  bom 
nea,r  San  Augustine  in  1S2S,  is  now  the  oldest  living 
resident  of  that  historic  community.  As  a  boy  of  eight 
years,  in  1836  he  participated  in  the  famous  "runaway 
scrape"  from  the  Mexicans  while  the  army  of  Houston 
was  slowly  retiring  before  the  advancing  hosts  of  Santa 
Anna.  In  spite  of  his  youth,  he  rendered  considerable 
assistance  in  caring  for  the  women  and  children  when 
they  crossed  the  Texas  border  into  Louisiana.  This  old 
pioneer's  home  is  five  miles  west  of  San  Augustine,  on 
the  same  farm  where  he  was  born.  Along  with  the  quiet 
industry  and  honorable  relations  which  he  has  sustained 
to  his  community  through  many  years,  he  has  lived  an 
otherwise  eventful  life.  In  1852  "he  went  west,  to  Cali- 
fornia, and  spent  seven  years  as  a  gold  miner,  with  head- 
quarters at  Stockton.  His  return  to  his  native  country 
occurred  a  short  time  before  the  war  broke  out  between 
the  states,  and  at  San  Augustine  he  was  one  of  the  first 
to  enlist,  in  April,  1S61,  for  the  Confederate  service.  As 
a  soldier,  he  was  ivith  the  troops  under  General  Johnston 
and  General  Hood,  and  was  in  many  campaigns  through 
Tennessee,  Mississippi  and  Georgia.  After  the  Atlanta 
campaign,  he  was  with  the  troops  under  General  Hood, 
who  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  was  engaged  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Franklin,  where  he  received  several  wounds.  He 
still  carries  a  minie  ball  as  a  memento  of  that  battle. 
He  was  carried  off  the  field  a  prisoner,  taken  to  Camp 
Chase,^  Ohio,  later  to  Point  Lookout,  Maryland,  where  he 
was  discharged  some  time  after  the  war.  On  account  of 
wounds  and  other  delays,  he  did  not  reach  home  until 
July.  1865.  During  his  mining  experience  in  California 
he  had  acquired  a  start  of  capital,  but  it  was  practically 
all  swept  away  during  the  w-ar,  and  he  had  to  begin  life 
anew.  He  returned  to  the  old  place,  west  of  San  Augus- 
tine, and  has  been  a  planter  and  farmer  throughout  the 
rest  of  his  career.  He  is  one  of  the  greatly  revered  old- 
timers  of  San  Augustine  county. 

:\Iary  C.  Polk,  the  mother  of' Dr.  Davis,  was  born  four 
miles  southwest  of  San  Augustine,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  the  late  Judge  Alfred  Polk,  who  settled  in  San  Augus- 
tine county  in  1836.  This  family  springs  from  the  same 
stock  that  produced  President  James  K.  Polk,  its  history 
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going  back  to  the  earliest  times  in  Scotland.  Alfred 
Polk  was  born  in  Tennessee.  For  seventeen  years  during 
the  early  history  of  the  county  he  was  judge  of  San 
Augustine  county.  He  married  Xancie  McKeever,  whose 
history  iiro\'es  that  she  was  a  remarkable  woman.  She 
reared  ten  children  of  her  own,  two  sets  of  orphan  chil- 
dren, kept  house  faithtiillv  for  sixty  years,  and  her  hus- 
band's was  the  first  il.ntli  Ili:it  iM-rurred  in  her  family. 
Judge  Polk  died  in  issii.  Six  oi  tlie  sons  of  Alfred  and 
Nancie  Polk  served  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  one  of 
them  was  killed  in  battle. 

Dr.  Davis  was  reared  in  San  Augustine  county,  at- 
tended the  local  schools,  and  in  1893  graduated  from 
the  Sam  Houston  Normal  Institute,  at  Huntsville.  Dur- 
ing portions  of  six  years  he  taught  school,  and  largely 
from  the  proceeds  of  that  work  prepared  for  a  medical 
career.  His  professional  education  was  received  through 
two  years  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Texas,  at  Galveston,  and  by  one  year  of  study  in  Barnes 
Medical  College,  now  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Jlissouri,  at  St.  Louis.  In  1898  he  graduated 
M.  D.  at  St.  Louis.  However,  by  special  license  he  had 
begun  practice  in  1895  at  Ironosa,  in  San  Augustine 
countv  and  altogether  was  in  practice  there  successfully 
for  about  fifteen  years.  In  1908  Dr.  Davis  moved  his 
home  and  office  to  San  Augustine,  establishing  the  head- 
quarters for  a  large  professional  service.  In  1902  he 
had  become  a  stockholder,  and  later  a  director,  in  the 
San  Augustine  National  Bank.  When  this  was  merged 
into  the  First  National  Bank,  he  continued  as  director, 
and  in  1912  was  chosen  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank.  Dr.  Davis  is  affiliated  with  Eedland  Lodge,  No. 
.3,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  and  his  family  worship  in  the 
Presbvterian  faith. 

Dr.'  Davis  married  Miss  Effie  May  Greer,  a  daughter 
of  L.  V.  Greer.  She  is  a  grandnieee  of  Dr.  L.  V.  Greer 
and  of  Lieut.  Gov.  .Tohn  A.  Greer  and  a  cousin  of  Sen- 
ator George  C.  Greer.  This  is  an  old  San  Augustine 
family,  whose  members  have  spread  to  other  states.  Dr. 
Davis  and  wife  have  six  children:  Nellie  Vance.  Drew 
S.  Jr.,  Kittie  May,  Annie  B.,  William  Thomas  and  Eu- 
genia Angia, 

H.  E.  Hoover.  It  is  a  fact  which  would  hardly  seem 
probable,  were  it  not  proved  by  irrefutable  evidence, 
that  a  majority  of  the  men  who  today  stand  at  the  head 
of  the  various'  professions  and  in  business  and  financial 
circles  entered  upon  their  rnreers  with  few  resources 
other  than  those  with  which  they  were  endowed  by  nature. 
There  seems  to  be  somcthiuy  in  the  mere  fact  of  original 
pnvertv  whicli  brings  nut  tli.'  Iiiiciit  talents  and  develops 
the  character  of  an  in>livi,lii:il,  -n|iplying  him  with  the 
ambition  to  do  and  tlir  •■iliility  tn  perform,  where,  under 
different  circumstances,  the  im-ciitive  being  lacking,  the 
possessor  of  these  rare  gifts  might  have  passed  his  days 
in  mediocrity,  unknowing  and  unknown.  Texas  fur- 
nishes numerous  examples  of  those  who  have  fairly  won 
the  oft-abused  but  still  honorable  title  of  "self-made 
man,"  and  among  them  H.  E.  Hoover,  legal  practitioner 
of  Canadian,  takes  prominent  rank.  A  brief  review  of 
his  career  will  illustrate  the  steps  by  which  he  has  gained 
his  high  standing  not  alone  in  his  profession  but  in 
the  world  of  business  as  well. 

H.  E.  Hoover  was  born  at  Murfreesboro,  Rutherford 
county,  Tennessee.  November  16,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of 
H.  N.  and  Amanda  (Eankin)  Hoover,  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee. His  father,  a  well-known  farmer  and  merchant 
of  Murfreesboro  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Confederate 
army  during  the  war  between  the  North  and  the  South, 
and' became  captain  of  a  company  in  the  Twenty-first 
Tennessee  Eegiment.  He  was  woumlrd  lii-^l  ni  tlie  battle 
of  Shiloh  and  in  1863  received  a  wouiiH  nl  Island  No.  10 
which  proved  mortal,  his  death  occurring  at  Natchez, 
Mississippi.  A  man  in  the  prime  of  life,  only  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  he  was  a  martyr  to  the  Lost  Cause,  but 
left  behind  him  a  record  of  which  his  family  has  no  rea- 


son to  feel  ashamed.  Mr.  Hoover  married  Amanda 
Rankin,  who  was  educated,  reared  and  married  in  the  Big 
Bend  State,  and  she  still  survives  him  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  son  at  Canadian,  being  seventy-three  years 
of  age.  Two  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Dr. 
Thomas  R.,  who  was  a  practicing  physician  at  Canadian 
until  his  death  in  1891 ;  and  H.  E. 

[n  his  youth  Mr.  Hoover  had  to  be  content  with  such 
educational  advantages  as  were  to  be  secured  in  the  log 
school  house  in  the  vicinity  of  his  mother's  plantation, 
on  which  he  worked  faithfully  during  the  summer  months, 
accepting  whatever  opportunities  presented 
to  gain  more  learning  ur  to 
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turned to  Lipscomb  county,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
practice  until  1891,  that  year  marking  his  advent  in 
Canadian.  The  foresight  which  made  him  confident  of 
the  future  of  Texas  and  the  opportunity  for  achieving 
success  here  has  since  been  amply  justified,  for  he  is 
today  known  as  one  of  the  ablest  legists  in  this  part  of 
the  State.  While  he  is  essentially  a  professional  man, 
he  has  grasped  business  opportunities  as  he  has  seen 
them,    and   today   holds    directorships   in    the    Santa    Fe 
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Company  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  several  otlier 
large  and  important  enterprises.  As  a  lawyer,  during 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  has  been  connected  in 
one  capacity  or  another  with  many  of  the  leading  cases 
brought  before  the  Hemphill  county  courts,  and  his  h'gh 
attainments  have  made  it  possible  for  him  to  be  success- 
ful in  the  solving  of  numerous  legal  complexities.  In 
him  the  law  has  a  stanch  and  unwavering  exponent:  his 
devotion  to  his  profession  is  evidenced  in  his  placing  his 
clients '  interests  before  his  own,  while  among  his  fellow- 
practitioners  he  is  looked  up  to  not  alone  on  account  of 
his  deep  learning,  but  because  of  his  strict  observance 
of  the  unwritten  ethics  of  his  high  calling. 

In  1884  Mr.  Hoover  was  married  to  Miss  L.  T.  Winset, 
of   Bedford   county,   Tennessee,   daughter  of  A.   M.   and 
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Mrs.  Winset,  both  now  deica-icil.     I'iM 

born   to   this  union:    Daniel    I'...   Inun 
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Institute  of  Yirginin   nn.l   of  tli.'  law 
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University  at   Waco.   Texas,   and   tlie 

the  State  University,  a  famous  spri: 

college  athlete,  and  captain  of  the  track  team  at  Bailey ; 

Edward,  born  in  1895,  at  Canadian,  Texas,  a  graduate 

of  Canadian  College  who  entered  the  State  University  in 

1913;  and  Louise,  born  in  1898,  and  Vashti  born  in  1901, 

both  at  Canadian,  and  both  now  students  in  Canadian 

College. 

Mr.  Hoover  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  but 
has  not  entered  actively  into  the  struggles  of  public  life. 
He  is  interested  fraternally  in  the  Odd  Fellows,  being 
a  charter  member  of  Canadian  Lodge  No.  349. 

James  M.  Potter.  The  strongest  financial  institution 
between  Fort  Worth  and  the  Red  River  is  the  First  Na- 
tional Baiils  nf  naliirsvillc,  :in  institution  with  a  con- 
tinuous lii-toM  .if  iliiitv  Mars,  and  with  which  either 
under  its  .iii-inal  fnnn  Hi  with  another  bank  which  is 
now  a  coii-l  ihnaii  [lart  of  tlir  First  National,  Mr.  James 
M.  Potter  has  been  identified  from  the  beginning. 

Mr.  Potter  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  ablest  bankers  of 
north  Texas,  and  his  career  is  one  that  does  credit  to  a 
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vocation  Lousidereil  to  Ijc  niiioiij;  the  most  important  of 
those  assigned  to  men  of  action. 

James  M.  Potter  is  a  native  of  the  state  of  Missis- 
sippi, born  in  Pontotoc  county,  in  1S52,  one  of  a  family 
of  ten  children  born  to  Gincinnatus  and  Mary  Ann  (Cas- 
teel)  Potter.  Mr.  Potter's  brother,  Juilge  C.  C.  Potter, 
is  one  of  the  eminent  la^vyers  of  the  nnrth  Texas  bar, 
and  a  resident  of  Gainesville;  and  tlie  mdy  nther  living 
member  of  the  family  is  his  sister  Dixie,  wife  of  L.  H. 
Mathis,  an  attorney  of  Wifhita  Falls,  Tr\;iS.     Tli,'  fallicr, 

whose  vocation   »:--    I'ariniiiu.   iiio\r.l    li Al  --i.-ii^lii   lo 

Cooke  county,  Tc'-.a-,  in  l^.'is  .-iinl  wa-  nnr  ..i  ih,'  ,ai|\ 
settlers  along  lli.'  north  Ti'xa^  lioiilm.  'I'lin  lnllowniL; 
year  he  bought  a  small  tract  of  land,  which  he  in- 
creased by  subsequent  purchases,  and  eventually  became 
one  of  the  large  land  holders  of  Cooke  county.  He 
was  known  all  over  the  countv  as -a  man  of  exee)itional 
education,  and  for  liis  ycn.no>itv-  an.l  iMil.ln-  s|iiiii  in 
community  affairs,  lir  lir|,|  ,,i[,.,.  a  ■  i,.  ,,,;an  ^,,v 
ernment  and  during  th.'  Iionii.a  (la.\  -  lia<{  nan  man. I  of 
a  company  of  Im-al  nnliiia  or  laiiuile-meii,  who  were 
given  tin'  II  s|,(ia«iliility  ni  keeping  the  Indians  away 
from   tlu'    linaiai.      I. at. a    li..   was   elevated   to   the   rank 

Jann.,  \1.  I'..  ;.i,  who  was  six  years  ol.l  ivlien  the 
family  .   la  .    ■..  1',      i-,  grew  up  in  Cooke  .-..uniy.  altaiued 

his    s.-l I  a_:     II      I  h..    country,    and    in    an     ara.l.any    in 

GainesMll...  alt.  i  which  he  was  sent  to  the  T'nivorsity 
of  Missonii  ;ii  (  ^iliiailiia,  where  he  took  a  Normal  course 
and  wa«  L'li'liiaia.l  in  1877.  Like  many  other  men  of 
success  .111.1  |.i,aiiinc.n.-e  in  affairs,  he  began  his  career 
as  a  school  t.a.li.i.  in  fciok  i-nnnty,  and  continued  work 

At   till-    la-i   III.  at  I. I    .late   lio   ml. 'red  the  employ  of 

the  l-'iisi  Xtdioiia!  I'.aak,  wlii.l.  i  linn  opened  its  doors 
for  business.  He  was  a  l.uok-keeper  at  the  beginning, 
and  during  his  service  was  promoted  and  served  in  dif- 
ferent capacities.  Later  was  organized  the  Red  River 
National  Bank,  and  he  joined  the  new  institution,  in 
which  he  served  with  credit  and  was  finally  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  bank.  In  1903,  when  the  Red'Kiver  National 
was  consolidated  with  the  First  National,  he  was  chosen 
active  vice  president  of  the  First  National  Bank.     Those 
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institutions  oi  the  enlire  state.  ,Alr,  Potter  gives  all  his 
time  to  banking  and  his  success  has  been  due  to  the 
fact  that  he  has  concentrated  his  efforts  along  one  line 
of  business. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  has  never  taken  any 
part  in  party  matters.  He  is  a  memlier  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  is  affiliated  ^ith  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks.  In  matters  ami  omani/ati.ms 
■  more  .lii ...  tl\-  a  IV..  l  iii._:  tlie  well'ai  e  a  a.  I  inal  .a  lal  iiiit.i..ve- 
nient  ..i    !.  •'  \    M  i .   I  '..f.a        .  .    -        .  1       i  liand 

with     In-     -na,   M.:     ai,.|     >.,..|  rial llr     ,  ...       ai.'    1. 1. 'lit 

of  the  eoa.uai.itil  Se.retarie>  ami  Bii-.i...^.,  .\1.  a  .,  Asso- 
ciation of  the  state.  He  is  also  one  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Ciainesville, 
He  has  membership  in  the  rural  life  association  of  Cooke 
county,  an  organization  whose  object  and  work  are 
especially  worthy  of  commendation,  since  they  relate  to 
the  general  betterment  of  country  life  conditions  in  the 
county. 

Mr.  Potter  was  marrie.1  in  1879  to  Miss  EUa  Lee,  a 
native  of  Missouri,  and  a  daughter  of  L.  W.  and  Mary 
Ann  (Fryer)  Lee,  her  parents  now  living  at  Valley 
View.  Texas,  were  both  natives  of  Missouri.  Of  the 
six  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  only  two  are  now  living, 
Mrs.  Potter 's  sister  being  Zoe,  w-if  e  of  Boy  E.  Mann, 
of   Denver,   Colo.      The   two    children   of   Mr.    and   Mrs. 


Potter  are:  Ora,  wife  of  J.  B.  Hilton,  a  merchant  of 
San  Diego,  California;  and  Hugh  Morris,  who  was  born 
in  18SS,  and  having  completed  his  law  studies  in  the 
University  of  Texas,  is  now  engaged  in  practice  in  Hous- 
ton, Texas. 

William  R.  Hatcher.  Among  the  prominent  young 
native  born  business  men  of  this  section  of  the  state  of 
Texas.  William  R.  Hatcher,  as  jiresident-treasurer  of 
the   W.   R.   llatrher   Coiisti  ml  aai    (•onn..anv,   takes   a  lead- 


Jerry  M.  Hatcher  was  a  native  son  of  Virginia,  who 
came  to  this  state  when  very  young,  in  company  with 
his  widowed  mother,  three  sisters  and  three  brothers. 
They  settled  in  Hill  county,  where  beiiisj  le.avp.l  to  man- 
lio.al.  he  gave  up  the  work  of  the  li..na.  laim  lor  the 
.  ,n  piiiirr  trade.  He  married  JItiiy  .i.anr  \\  illanns  in 
>oan-  manhood,  she  being  a  dauglit.  i  ..I  :iii  Arkansas 
lamily  wh.i   came  to  Texas   in   the'etiil.    .lays,   :md  being, 

\\'illiam  l;.  I  l:it..|i..r  i.....i\e.l  a  .■..aiiiain  school  educa- 
tion  in   his    l.oyli I,    tiiol   l..:iiii,.l    the   .arjienter 's  trade 

under  the  instruction  of  his  father.  He  was  eighteen 
years  old  when  in  1894  he  left  home  and  went  to  Waco, 
Texa-s,  where  he  settled  down  and  engaged  in  the  con- 
tracting business.  After  some  time  spent 
business  there,  he  moved  to  l'...s.|ni.  .  onnti 

he   married,   and   continued    m    il oaii: 

until  1900,  in  which  year  li..  ni.n...l  i.. 
Here  he  formed  his  j.resetit  l.a-iii,.^s  liin, 
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irk  in  III..  |.i..s,.iit  year, 
on.,  .it  til.,  l.-aders  in  business  circles 
pnsal.at  ok  I  he  Dallas  Builders'  Ex- 
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]n  |ss;  ;\|r,  lla;.lii.i  \\a.  niaiii...|  t..  .Miss  Lee  Maxey, 
dan,iilii..r  ..k  K'l...  Max,.,^.  ,.t  l;,,s.)ii..  .•..imty.  She  is 'a 
meml.i.r  of  an  ..M  T,..\as  faaiil.x-  thai  lia.l  it's  first  estab- 
lishment here  prior  to  the  l'i\il  war  |.eiio(l.  They  have 
one  son,  Maxey  M.  Hatcher.  Th..  family  home,  which  is 
a  center  of  many  social  activities  in  the  .  ity,  is  at  224 
Sunset  avenue. 

Judge  William  W.  Bogel.  That  citizenship  is  a 
duty  as  well  as  a  privilege  is  the  kevnote  in- the  career 
of  Judge  B.it;i.l  of  MaiTa,  f.n  th..'  past  twelve  years 
county  jinlLt..  an. I  ,.\  .aii  i.i  .-.laatx-  superintendent  of 
public  sch....K  in  I'n.si.ih.  .•.iiiiii\.  If  is  upon  the  social 
character  an. I  ].iil.li,-  s,aiit  .,f  its  in. .tubers  that  the 
prosperity  and  advani'dtient  of  a  community  depend, 
and  in  Judge  Bogel  Presidio  county  has  had  one  of 
the  vital  forces  in  its  progress. 

William  W.  Bogel  was  born  in  Goshen,  Ohio,  July 
2.1,  18.55,  a  son  of  Augustus  J.  and  Julia  W.  Bogel. 
As  a  boy  he  was  given  the  advantage  of  private  school- 
ing, after  which  he  entered  the  Louisiana  State  Univer- 
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sity  at  Baton  Eouge,  where  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1874.  His  fatlier  was 
a  druggist,  and  after  leaving  college  he  entered  the 
store  and  spent  a  few  months  as  a  clerk.  That  was  in 
1875  when  he  was  about  twenty  years  of  age,  and  he 
has  been  a  resident  in  this  state  ever  since.  His  first 
settlement  was  in  Prio  county,  which  at  that  time  was 
a  part  of  the  great  South  Texas  cattle  range,  and  he 
remained  there  for  about  five  years  and  was  engaged 
in  sheep  raising.  He  then  brought  his  stock  out  to 
Marfa,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  sheep  men  in  this 
portion  of  West  Texas,  and  continued  actively  in  that 
industry,  and  was  one  of  the  largest  producers  of  wool 
in  this  region  until  1897.  In  that  year  he  retired  from 
the  sheep  industry  and  turned  all  his  attention  to  cat- 
tle, and  is  still  one  of  the  large  stockmen  of  Presidio 
county.  His  fine  ranch  is  located  twelve  miles  from 
Marfa.  At  San  Antonio  on  February  15,  1S82,  Judge 
Bogel  married  Miss  Sarah  Newton,  daughter  of  Col. 
S.  G.  Newton  of  San  Antonio.  Seven  children  have 
been  born  to  their  union,  five  sons  and  two  daughters, 
named  as  follows:  Jessie,  wife  of  Harry  J.  Hubbard, 
a  resident  in  Rosario,  Old  Mexico;  Augustus  J.,  who  is 
unmarried  and  lives  in  Presidio  county;  William  W.,  Jr., 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  Marfa;  Galitzen  N.,  who 
is  unmarried;  Edward  L.,  single  and  at  home  in  Presidio 
county;  Amos  G..  who  is  in  Presidio  county  and  Gene- 
vieve, who  is  in  the  family  home  at  Marfa. 

Judge  Bogel  is  senior  warden  in  the  Episcopal  church 
of  Marfa,  and  fraternally  is  affiliated  with  the  Ma- 
sonic Order  from  the  Blue  Lodge  to  the  Shrine,  and 
with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  In  his  larger  rela- 
tions with  the  public  life  of  his  county.  Judge  Bogel 
has  shown  himself  to  be  not  only  a  public-spirited  citi- 
zen in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term,  but  has  manifested 
a  practical  effectiveness  in  his  public  work.  He  is  the 
energetic  president  of  the  Presidio  County  Commercial 
Club,  and  has  been  an  influential  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican organization  In  this  county.  For  nearly  ten  years 
he  has  held  the  office  of  county  judge,  and  during  this 
time  has  also  performed  the  work  of  superintendent 
of  county  schools.  While  his  management  of  the  fiscal 
affairs  of  the  county  has  befen  excellent  in  every  par- 
ticular Judge  Bogel  has  probably  directed  his  most 
enthusiastic  efforts  toward  the  improvement  of  the  pub- 
lic school  system,  and  it  is  as  a  result  of  his  practical 
efforts  in  that  direction  that  Presidio  county  now  has 
a  school  system  much  better  than  the  average  county 
with  such  a  large  area  and  such  a  scattered  population. 
During  the  past  year  an  addition  was  added  to  the  Marfa 
school  building  at  a  cost  of  $15,000.  Judge  Bogel  is 
very  fond  of  automobiling  and  horseback  riding,  and 
has  a  prominent  place  in  the  social  affairs  of  this  com- 
munity. 

Oliver  Loving.  In  proportion  as  the  cattle  industry 
was  for  many  years  foremost  among  the  productive 
forces  of  economic  wealth  in  Texas,  in  like  manner 
will  the  name  Loving,  through  its  prominent  connection 
with  the  live  stock  business,  both  as  an  individual  under- 
taking and  in  the  organization  of  cattlemen,  always  have 
pre-eminence  among  early  Texas  captains  of  industry  and 
great  men  of  the  frontier  and  the'  range. 

During  the  earlv  history  of  the  cattle  industry,  from 
the  beginning  of '  settlement  in  north  Texas  until  his 
death  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  there  was  no  more 
striking  figure  than  that  of  Oliver  Loving.  He  was  a 
pioneer  among  cattlemen,  and  it  was  largely  through  his 
enterprise  and  forethought  that  the  ranchmen  of  his 
state  first  found  a  market  for  their  surplus  cattle  among 
the  miners  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  regions  and  the 
United  States  troops  who  were  placed  on  the  frontier 
for  their  protection.  He  w.is  a  recognized  leader  among 
men,  and  was  possessed  of  great  decision  and  firmness 
of  mind— traits  of  character  which  were  of  especial 
value  in  those  days  of  constant  danger,  when  a  moment's 
indecision   might   cost   a  human   life   or   the   loss   of   a 


cattle  herd  representing  a  hard-earned  fortune.  His 
death  was  a  loss  to  the  state  at  large,  and  among  all 
the  old  cattlemen  who  survive  from  that  early  time  his 
memory  is  cherished  and  kept  green. 

Oliver  Loving  was  born  in  Hopkins  county,  Kentucky, 
in  1813,  and  grew  up  to  manhood  in  that  county.  He 
moved  to  Texas  with  his  family  in  1845,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1846  located  in  Collin  county,  before  that  was 
an  organized  county,  and  secured  a  homestead  of  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land.  His  home  was  near 
where  the  town  of  Piano  now  is  located,  where  he  be- 
came engaged  in  farming,  raising  cattle  and  buying  and 
selling  cattle  :uid  horses;  also  in  freighting  with  ox 
teams.  At  that  time  there  were  no  railroads  in  the 
state,  and  all  merchandise  for  North  and  Northwestern 
Texas  was  freighted  on  wagons  from  Jefferson,  Texas, 
Shreveport,  Louisiana,  and  some  from  Houston,  Texas. 
He  owned  and  operated  several  large  ox  wagons  and 
teams  hauling  for  merchants,  and  for  the  United  States 
government,  to  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  In 
1850  he  hauled  supplies  for  the  government  from  Pres- 
ton, on  Red  River  in  Gravsou  county,  to  Fort  Belknap 
on  the  Brazos  river,  now  in  Young  county,  going  through 
the  wilderness  with  the  first  soldiers  that  explored  the 
country,  and  the  same  that  established  Fort  Belknap. 

In  1855  settlement  had  progressed  so  far  that  Collin 
county  was  being  included  within  the  scope  of  opera- 
tions by  small  farmers,  and  this  fact  caused  Mr.  Loving 
to  sell  his  homestead  and  go  further  west.  In  October, 
1855,  he  settled  in  what  is  now  known  as  Loving's  Val- 
ley. This  valley  took  its  name  from  Mr.  Loving  and  is 
situated  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Palo  Pinto  county. 
Here  he  engaged  more  extensively  in  raising  cattle  and  in 
trading  in  cattle  and  horses  than  before.  In  1858  he  and 
John  Durkee,  his  neighbor,  drove  several  hundred  beef 
steers  from  Texas  to  some  point  in  Illinois,  driving  them 
overland  all  the  way  and  making  good  money  on  them. 
In  1S60  he  and  throe  other  men  drove  the  first  herd  of 
cattle,  consisting  of  several  hundred  head,  that  was  ever 
driven  from  Texas  to  Colorado  territory.  He  remained 
in  that  territory  for  twelve  months,  and  until  after  the 
Civil  war  had  begun.  On  his  return  he  found  his  family 
living  in  Weatherford.  During  his  absence  the  Indians 
had  broken  out  and  killed  many  of  the  settlers  along  the 
frontier,  and  near  his  home  and  ranch,  causing  his 
family  to  move  to  Weatherford  for  safety. 

During  the  war  Mr.  Loving  became  a  contractor  for 
the  Confederate  army,  furnishing  beef  and  bacon,  and 
driving  several  herds  of  beef  steers  to  various  points  on 
the  Mississippi  river  and  delivering  his  cattle  to  the 
army  on  the  east  side. 

lu  1866  Oliver  Loving  formed  a  copartnership  with 
Charles  Goodnight,  the  noted  Panhandle  cattleman,  for 
the  purpose  of  buying  and  driving  cattle  to  New  Mexico 
and  Colorado.  They  drove  several  hundred  head  of 
beef  steers  in  the  same  year  to  New  Mexico. 

The  following  incidents,  constituting  one  of  the  trage- 
dies of  the  early  Texas  cattle  industry,  and  containing 
the  oircumstances  of  Loving's  death,  were  written  by 
H.  C.  Hollowav  of  Fort  Worth,  who  was  with  one  of  the 
herils  of  cattle  belonging  to  Loving  and  Goodnight  and 
was  familiar  with  all  the  circumstances: 

"In  the  spring  of  1867  Oliver  Loving  and  Charley 
Goodnight  commenced  to  gather  another  herd  of  cattle 
around  Black  Springs  in  Palo  Pinto  and  Jack  counties, 
to  drive  to  New  Mexico  and  Colorado.  They  were  en- 
gaged in  gathering  this  herd  of  cattle  until  about  June  : 
About  this  time  they  left  Black  Springs  with  two  thou- 
sand beef  cattle  for' Fort  Sumner.  New  Mexico. 

"The  first  event  of  note  that  occurred  on  the  trip 
was  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Brazos  river  in  Young 
county,  near  old  Camp  Cooper.  At  this  place,  while 
in  camp  at  night,  the  Comanche  Indians  crawled  up 
behind  a  bank  nearby,  and  opened  fire  on  the  cattlemen 
with  both  guns  and  arrows.  The  only  man  wounded  in 
this   fire   was  Long   Joe   Loving    (no   relative   of   Oliver 
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Loving),  who  was  shot  back  of  the  ear  with  an  arrow 
which  Goodnight  pulled  out  with  a  pair  of  nippers  next 
morning.  They  then  proceeded  with  the  drive  by  way 
of  Phantom  Hill  and  old  Fort  Chadburne  and  the  Concho 
Eiver,  from  there  to  Horsehead  Crossing  on  the  Pecos 
Eiver.  The  trip  from  Brazos  Eiver  to  this  point  was 
uneventful,  except  the  great  hardship  of  doing  without 
water  for  the  distance  of  ninety-six  miles.  At  Horse- 
head  Crossing,  on  the  Pecos  Eiver,  they  remained  for 
several  days,  resting  themselves  and  grazing  their  horses 
and  cattle. 

' '  The  manner  of  making  these  drives  was  to  drive 
cattle  and  loose  horses  all  together,  through  the  day; 
at  night,  each  man  selected  one  horse  on  which  to  do 
guard  duty  of  about  three  reliefs  through  the  night. 
The  balance  of  the  horses  were  herded  close  to  the  beef 
herd,  so  as  to  be  close  by  in  case  of  surprise.  It  was 
always  the  prime  object  of  the  Indians  to  get  the  horses, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1867  they  captured  at  Horsehead 
Crossing  several  herds  of  cattle  and  horses  complete. 

' '  From  this  place  they  proceeded  up  the  Pecos  Eiver, 
about  three  days'  drive,  when  Oliver  Loving  and  'one- 
armed  '  Bill  Wilson  left  the  herd  to  go  on  ahead  to  Fort 
Sumner,  a  distance  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  to  look  out  for  the  sa.le  of  cattle  and  to  look  after 
some  unsettled  business  of  the  previous  year.  Loving 
and  Wilson  were  traveling  together  up  the  Pecos  Eiver, 
and  on  the  third  day  had  reached  a  point  about  twenty- 
five  miles  above  the  Delaware  Eiver,  and  about  five 
miles  below  where  the  river  and  the  Apache  Mountains 
come  together,  when  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon 
they  saw,  off  to  their  left,  coming  out  from  the  moun- 
tains, about  eighty  Comanche  Indians.  The  Pecos  Eiver 
was  just  to  their  right,  and  near  by;  a  glance  at  the 
situation  showed  them  that  it  was  no  use  to  run.  Loving 
and  Wilson  dropped  back  toward  the  river  and  aban- 
doned their  horses.  The  Indians  came  up  near  and  com- 
menced a  conversation  with  them  in  Spanish,  Wilson 
being  able  to  speak  Spanish  to  them.  The  Indians  pro- 
posed to  Loving  and  Wilson  that  if  they  would  lay  down 
their  arms  they  would  not  molest  or  hurt  them.  In  the 
meantime  some  of  the  Indians  showed  a  disposition  to 
get  around  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  where  short  cane 
Tfas  growing  in  which  one  could  secrete  himself.  While 
Wilson  was  holding  a  conversation  with  the  Indians,  he 
told  Loving  to  look  out  that  the  Indians  did  not  reach 
this  cane  or  hiding  place  before  they  themselves  did ; 
for  he  thought  that  if  the  Indians  reached  concealment 
they  would  commence  firing  on  them.  But  in  the  anxiety 
of  the  conversation  Loving  and  Wilson  allowed  some  of 
the  Indians  to  reach  the  hiding  place  unnoticed  by  them- 
selves, and,  as  expected  by  them,  the  Indians  com- 
menced firing  on  them  as  soon  as  they  reached  that  point. 
In  the  first  engagement  Loving  was  wounded,  the  ball 
striking  him  in  the  wrist  and  passing  through  and  enter- 
ing the  side,  making  only  a  flesh  wound.  Loving  and 
Wilson  immediately  dropped  back  under  the  bank  of 
the  river.  The  firing  then  became  general  from  the  In- 
dians, bullets  and  arrows  falling  thick  around  them,  in 
very  many  cases  the  arrows  passing  over  the  bank  and 
sticking  in  the  ground  an  arm  "s  length  from  them.  When 
this  condition  had  prevailed  for  some  time  Loving  and 
Wilson  crawled  up  from  under  the  bank  and  secreted 
themselves  in  this  cane.  At  that  time  the  firing  by  the 
Indians  had  ceased  and  all  was  quiet.  While  in  this 
condition  Loving  had  lost  much  blood,  and  was  grow- 
ing weak  and  faint.  The  exact  position  in  which  they 
were  in  at  this  time  was  as  follows:  Wilson  was  lying 
on  his  side,  the  side  next  the  ground  on  which  there  was 
no  arm,  in  the  shape  of  a  man  sitting  in  a  chair  if  he 
were  laid  over  on  his  side,  and  grasping  his  six-shooter 
in  his  only  hand.  When  this  stillness  had  prevailed 
for  some  length  of  time  they  heard  a  noise  in  the  cane 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  away;  the  noise  did  not 
seem  to  be  confined  to  exactly  one  spot,  but  was  a  noise 
as   if   of  an  Indian   crawling  through   the   cane  with   a 


spear,  the  noise  ajiparently  being  made  by  the  Indian 
and  the  point  of  his  spear  passing  through  the  caue. 
About  this  time  they  heard  the  rattling  of  a  large  rat- 
tlesnake. The  noise  made  by  the  Indian  just  at  this, 
point  ceased,  but  the  rattlesnake  came  toward  Wilson 
and  Loving,  they  lyiug  perfectly  still.  The  snake  came 
and  coiled  itself  up  in  the  lap  of  Wilson,  its  head  being 
not  more  than  twelve  inches  from  Wilson's  face.  Shortly 
after  this  they  heard  the  noise  made  by  the  Indian 
recediuu.  All'was  still.  The  next  thought  was  to  get 
rid  of  the  snake.  Wilson  began  uioviug  his  upper  knee 
slightly,  until  he  saw  the  snake  turn  its  attention  to- 
ward his  knee,  and  in  a  short  while  the  snake  commenced 
to  crawl  off  around  his  knee,  across  his  feet  and  went 
away. 

' '  It  was  near  sundown.  Loving  and  Wilson  remained 
there  in  that  place  until  after  dark.  Then  Loving  began 
to  importune  Wilson  to  make  his  escape.  Wilson  refused 
tor  a  considerable  time  to  do  so.  Wilson  thought  from 
Loving's  conversation  that  he  was  growing  a  little  de- 
lirious. Loving  continued  to  insist  upon  Wilson  trying 
to  escape,  and  about  midnight  Wilson  concluded  to  un- 
dertake it.  He  removed  all  his  clothes  from  his  body 
except  his  shirt  and  drawers.  The  moon  was  about  two 
hours  high,  casting  a  shadow  over  about  half  the  river. 
WUson  got  out  into  the  water  and  commenced  to  float 
down  the  river  on  the  dark  side.  At  about  twenty-five 
yards  below  he  passed  an  Indian  on  his  horse  leaning 
forward  with  his  head  beside  his  horse's  neck,  whipping 
in  the  water  with  a  switch  or  an  arrow.  Wilson  passed 
the  Indian  unobserved  by  him.  Some  two  hundred  yards 
further  on  down  the  river  he  got  out  of  the  river  and 
started  back  for  the  herd,  barefoot  with  only  his  wet 
imderclothes  on.  He  traveled  all  that  day,  the  next 
day  and  the  next  night,  when  he  gave  out  and  became 
exhausted.  About  eight  or  nine  o  'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing Goodnight  came  along  with  the  herd,  and  found 
Wilson  sitting  up  in  a  hole  in  the  cleft  of  a  rock. 

' '  The  Indians  remained  around  Loving,  at  the  place 
where  Wilson  had  left  him,  until  a  little  after  sunrise  the 
next  morning,  when  they  left,  never  venturing  into  the 
place  where  Wilson  and  Lo\dng  were  supposed  to  be 
hiding. 

' '  Wilson  quickly  told  Goodnight  the  story.  They  at 
once  mounted  their  horses  and  started  back  for  the 
scene  of  the  tragedy.  Loving  had  told  Wilson  that  if 
the  Indians  did  not  kill  him,  or  if  he  lived  from  the 
wound  that  he  had  received,  he  would  remain  at  that 
place  until  Wilson  would  return  with  help.  The  distance 
was  about  sixty  miles  from  the  herd  back  to  where 
Loving  was  left  wounded.  They  rode  the  distance  that 
day,  reaching  the  place  late  in  the  evening.  They  made 
close  and  diligent  search,  but  were  not  able  to  find  Lov- 
ing. They  then  returned  to  the  herd,  thinking  that  Lov- 
ing was  killed.  In  the  meantime,  instead  of  Loving  re- 
maining there,  as  he  had  agreed  to  do,  he  went  up  the 
river  five  miles,  to  where  the  mountain  and  river  are  so 
close  together  that  there  is  just  a  roadway  between.  He 
remained  there  in  that  condition  five  days,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  three  straggling  Mexican's  happened  to 
pass  that  way.  When  found.  Loving  was  burning  his 
liuikskiii  '^U:\r  on  a  little  fire  in  order  to  eat  it.  Loving 
ya\i  ilir^,-  Mrxicnns  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to 
t:iki'  liiiii  III  I'liit  Sumner,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  Diil.s.  I'ljrt  Sumner  was  at  that  time  the  Navajo 
Eeservation,  where  about  seven  thousand  Indians  were 
being  fed  by  the  Government.  When  taken  there  the 
army  surgeon  thought  it  necessary  to  amputate  his  arm. 
He  did  so  and  Loving  seemed  to  be  doing  well  until  about 
the  ninth  day,  at  which  time  the  taking  up  of  the  artery 
in  his  arm  became  loose,  from  which  there  was  consider- 
able loss  of  blood,  resulting  in  his  death  soon  after. 

' '  Mr.  Loving  was  buried  at  Fort  Sumner,  in  a  coflSu 
placed  in  a  large  box  filled  with  charcoal.  Some  time  in 
January,  1S6S,  he  was  taken  up  by  Charles  Goodnight, 
H.  C.  Holloway  and  Joe  Loving,  his  son,  was  placed  in  a 
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wagon    and    brought    back    to    Weatherford    in    Parker 
county,  and  there  buried. ' ' 

Early  in  his  young  manhood  Oliver  Loving  was  mar- 
ried in  Kentucky  to  Miss  Susan  D.  Morgan.  They  came 
to  Texas  with  five  children,  one  child  was  born  during 
their  first  year's  residence  in  Lamar  county,  and  alto- 
gether there  were  nine  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  be 
grown,  and  eight  of  them  lived  into  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury. The  children  in  order  of  birth  were:  Sarah  I., 
who  married  John  Flint;  James  C.  Loving,  a  famous 
Texas  cattleman  whose  sketch  follows;  William  \V.  Lov- 
ing, who  died  in  1861  at  Weatherford;  Susan  M.,  who 
married  Mack  B.  Eoach;  Jane  E.,  who  married  Professor 
O.  W.  Keeler;  Joseph  B.  Loving;  Mrs.  I.  N.  Eoach,  who 
was  the  wife  of  Judge  Eoach,  of  Weatherford;  George 
B.  Loving;  and  Maggie,  married  to  Thomas  Wilson, 
and  after  his  death  to  Dr.  C.  B.  Eaines.  Mrs.  Loving 
lived  at  Weatherford  after  the  death  of  her  husband 
until  her  death  in  1S82.  Loving  county  in  Texas  was 
named  after  Oliver  Loving. 

James  C.  Loving.  As  long  as  the  Cattle  Eaisers  Asso- 
ciation of  Texas  shall  have  a  place  in  the  history  of  the 
Lone  Star  State  the  name  of  James  C.  Loving  will  be 
appropriately  honored.  At  the  time  of  his  death  in  Fort 
Worth  on  November  24,  1902,  Mr.  Loving  had  served 
nearly  twenty-sLx  .vears  as  secretary  of  the  association 
and  eighteen  years  as  its  general  manager.  To  him, 
more  than  any  one  man,  was  due  the  success  of  the 
association,  and  he  enjoyed  and  deserved  an  unbounded 
esteem  from  all  the  old-time  Texas  cattlemen. 

A  son  of  the  pioneer  Texas  cattleman,  Oliver  Loving, 
whose  career  has  been  sketched  above,  James  C.  Loving 
was  born  in  Hudson  county,  Kentucky,  June  6,  1836. 
He  was  nine  years  old  when  the  family  moved  to  Texas, 
and  spent  most  of  his  early  life  on  the  frontier.  At 
the  age  of  twelve  he  began  work  as  a  teamster  in  driving 
an  ox  team.  His  father,  as  has  been  mentioned,  was 
engaged  in  freighting  during  the  years  before  the  war, 
and  for  six  years  James  C.  Loving  was  almost  all  the 
time  on  the  road  with  a  long  team  of  oxen,  and  was 
regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  "  buUwhackers "  in  the 
business. 

In  1855,  when  he  was  nineteen,  the  family  home  was 
transferred  from  Collin  county  to  Loving's  Valley  in 
Palo  Pinto.  The  freighting  business  was  then  discon- 
tinued except  for  home  supplies,  and  J.  C.  Loving  was 
admitted  to  partnership  with  his  father  under  the  style 
of  O.  Loving  &  Son.  They  engaged  in  a  general  mer- 
chandise business,  in  cattle  raising,  buying  and  selling 
cattle,  horses  and  mules.  They  handled  nearly  all  of  the 
beef  produced  in  the  country  surrounding  their  head- 
quarters for  several  vears.  from  1855  to  1862.  J.  C. 
Loving  has  been  described  as  a  merchant,  cowboy  and 
beef  drover,  and  a  kind  of  all-round  man.  Opportuni- 
ties for  education  were  extremely  limited  on  the  frontier, 
and  he  never  had  the  advantages  of  common  school  edu- 
cation, but  made  up  for  these  handicaps,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  practical  and  able  men  in  Texas  for  manv 
years.  On  January  15,  1857,  he  married  Mary  E. 
Willett.  and  thev  became  the  parents  of  three  children. 
From  1862  until  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Loving  was 
in  the  State  service  on  the  frontier  against  the  Indians, 
and  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  commanded  a 
companv  of  fifty-seven  men.  The  mercantile  business 
had  been  discontinued  and  the  partnership  between  him- 
self and  his  father  dissolved  soon  after  the  beginning 
of  the  war.  In  1866  Mr.  Loving  once  more  resumed 
merchandising  at  Weatherford,  and  continued  in  that 
line  for  three  years.  He  also  assisted  in  buying  and 
collecting  cattle  for  the  firm  of  Loving  &  Goodnight, 
and  after  the  death  of  his  father  in  1867  it  became 
necessary  for  him  to  go  to  Colorado  territory  to  assist 
Mr.  Goodnight  in  closing  up  the  copartnership.  In  the 
spring  of  1868  he  eolleeted  a  large  herd  of  cattle,  and 
started  with   them  across  Indian   territory  and  through 


western  Kansas  to  Colorado.  This  was  a  drive  fraught 
with  many  risks  and  hardships,  and  whUe  in  southwest- 
ern Kansas  at  Great  Bend  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver  the 
outfit  was  stopped  by  a  large  war  party  of  Comanche 
and  Kiowa  Indians,  and  it  was  only  after  a  prolonged 
parley  that  the  Indians  refrained  from  an  attack  and 
allowed  the  cattlemen  to  proceed.  Mr.  Loving  remained 
in  Colorado  three  months,  assisting  Mr.  Goodnight  in 
selling  out  the  cattle  and  winding  up  the  business,  re- 
turning to  Texas  in  January,  1869. 

The  career  of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Loving  affords  many 
incidents  which  are  interesting  of  themselves  and  fur- 
nish illustrative  matter  on  the  conditions  and  difficulties 
which  surrounded  the  prosecution  of  the  cattle  business 
during  the  decade  following  the  close  of  the  war.  The 
literature  of  the  Texas  cattle  industry  has  already  been 
enriched  by  description  of  a  number  of  adventures  in 
which  Mr.  Loving  had  a  part,  but  for  this  publication  it 
will  be  necessary  to  condense  the  abHndaut  material  at 
hand,  and  to  give  only  one  or  two  striking  incidents 
with  some  detail. 

In  1870  Mr.  Loving  bought  one-half  interest  in  the 
cattle  and  ranch  owned  by  Charles  E.  Elvers,  then 
located  in  San  Valley  in  Palo  Pinto  county.  At  the  close 
of  the  year  they  divided  the  cattle,  and  Loving  ranched 
on  Dillingham  prairie  in  Jack  county,  some  six  or  eight 
miles  from  the  Eivers  ranch.  In  the  spring  of  1871  the 
two  ranches  made  a  joint  cow  hunt  of  several  days,  west 
and  north  of  their  range.  Loving  and  Eivers  were  both 
in  the  work,  and  while  on  the  hunt  a  trade  was  agreed 
on.  by  which  Loving  bought  out  Eivers'  entire  stock  of 
cattle,  horses  and  outfit,  and  was  to  take  possession  as 
soon  as  the  hunt  was  over.  They  camped  on  the  night 
of  the  15th  of  June,  1871,  at  the  Loving  cattle  pens,  on 
Dillingham  prairie,  the  two  outfits  camping  some  three 
hundred  or  four  hundred  yards  apart.  There  were  some 
twelve  or  fifteen  men  in  each  outfit,  and  some  fifty  to 
sixty  head  of  horses  in  each.  The  horses  were  put  under 
guard  that  night  as  there  was  great  danger  of  the  Indians 
running  them  off.  Some  time  in  the  night  the  Indians 
attacked  the  Eivers'  camp  and  horse  herd,  wounding 
Mr.  Eivers,  and  driving  off  the  horses,  some  fifty  odd 
head.  The  shooting  aroused  the  Loving  outfit,  who 
rounded  their  horses  into  a  close  bunch  and  prepared  to 
defend  them,  but  the  Indians  did  not  attack  them.  A 
messenger  from  the  Eivers  camp  brought  the  word  that 
Mr.  Eivers  was  shot,  and  wanted  Mr;  Loving  to  come  to 
his  camp  at  once.  On  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Loving  he 
found  Mr.  Eivers  wounded  by  a  gun  shot,  which  after- 
wards proved  fatal.  The  sale  to  Mr.  Loving  of  the 
Eivers  herd  as  agreed  upon  was  made  final  by  Mr. 
Eivers  before  his  death,  after  making  proper  reduction 
for  the  horses  taken  by  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Loving  continued  in  the  cattle-raising  business 
on  Dillingham  prairie  under  many  disadvantages,  as  the 
Indians  continued  to  depredate  on  his  range,  and  at  sev- 
eral different  times  drove  off  all  the  horses  owned  and 
used  bv  him  in  herding  and  looking  after  his  cattle, 
and  he 'had  several  engagements  with  the  Indians,  and  it 
was  almost  a  miracle  that  he  passed  through  all  these 
dangers  with  his  life.  In  1S7.3  he  was  in  the  to\vn  of 
Palo  Pinto  when  some  boys  came  from  Keechi  and  re- 
ported that  a  band  of  Indians  had  nin  them  some  dis- 
tance that  morning,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Brazos 
river.  A  party  was  hastily  gotten  up  to  go  over  and 
find  the  Indians,  and  Mr.'  Loving  joined  them.  The 
trail  of  the  Indians  was  soon  found,  and  followed  to 
the  foot  of  a  mountain,  near  the  mouth  of  Keechi  Creek, 
on  the  Brazos  Eiver,  and  there  it  was  found  that  the 
Indians  had  gone  up  on  the  mountain,  which  was  so  steep 
and  po  covered  with  rock  and  timber  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  ascend  it  on  horseback.  Accordingly  six 
of  the  party  left  their  horses  and  took  the  trail  on  foot, 
while  the  remaining  six  followed  with  the  horses  as  best 
they  could.  The  advance  party  when  within  three  or 
four  hundred  feet  of  the  top  heard  the  sound  of  horses' 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


1685 


feet  up  on  the  level.  Tliiiiking  the  Indians  had  heard 
their  pursuers  and  were  running  away,  the  men  ran 
forward  as  fast  as  they  could,  and  on  reaching  the  level 
were  in  plain  view  of  about  twenty  Indians.  The  In- 
dians had  been  in  camp  since  some  time  in  the  forenoon, 
and  were  then  rounding  up  their  horses  preparing  to 
start  for  the  purpose  of  raiding  some  settlement  near  by. 
The  Indians  and  their  pursuers  discovered  each  other 
at  the  same  time  and  opened  a  lively  fire  on  each  other, 
the  Indians  keeping  up  the  most  unearthly  yelling  that 
ever  was  heard  in  those  mountains.  The  men  had  run 
some  distance  up  the  mountain,  and  in  consequence  of 
the  fatigue  and  the  excitement  were  somewhat  unsettled 
and  in  no  condition  for  accurate  shooting,  still  they 
sent  the  bullets  fast  and  thick  over  towards  where  the 
Indians  were,  and  in  turn  the  Indians  cut  the  leaves 
and  small  limbs  from  the  trees  over  the  boys'  heads, 
showing  that  they  too  were  excited  and  shooting  too 
high.  In  a  few  minutes  the  Indians  fled  down  the 
mountain  on  the  other  side,  leaving  six  or  eight  horses 
and  a  lot  of  their  cami'  ciiniiaui.-.  The  six  men  back 
with  the  horses  had  hen,!  tlir  >l ting,  and  pushed  for- 
ward with  all  possible  li;i-tr  in  lirl|.  the  boys  on  foot,  and 
reached  the  top  of  the  nicnintaiii  just  in  time  to  see  the 
last  Indian  disappear  on  the  other  side.  No  attempt 
was  made  to  pursue  the  Indians  just  then,  as  the  moun- 
tain side  where  they  disappeared  was  very  rough  and 
rocky. 

In  August,  1873,  Mr.  Loving  moved  his  cattle  from 
Dillingham  prairie  to  Lost  Valley  in  Jack  county,  some 
twenty  miles  or  more  north  of  the  Dillingham  prairie 
ranch.  The  Indians  still  continued  to  depredate  on  his 
horses  and  cattle  at  the  new  ranch.  A  few  days  after 
reaching  Lost  Valley  the  Indians  ran  through  his  camp 
one  night,  whooping,  yelling  and  shooting,  and  ran  off 
nine  head  of  horses  belonging  to  some  beef  buyers,  who 
had  stopped  for  the  night  at  Mr.  Loving's  camp.  In 
June,  1874,  the  Indians  killed  one  of  Mr.  Loving's  cow- 
boys by  the  name  of  J.  K.  P.  Wright,  some  four  miles 
from  the  ranch,  near  the  foot  of  a  mountain  on  the  west 
side  of  the  valley.  '  The  mountain  is  known  in  that  coun- 
try as  the  Wright  Mountain,  taking  its  name  from  the 
murdered  cowboy. 

The  last  raid"  on  Mr.  Loving's  stock  was  made  in 
May,  1875,  when  a  party  of  six  Indians  visited  the  ranch 
one  night,  coming  in  on  foot,  and  mounted  themselves 
on  his  horses.  The  rangers  camped  close  by  were  noti- 
fied early  the  next  morning,  and  following  the  trail, 
overtook  and  killed  five  of  the  Indians.  Lieutenant  Long 
was  in  command  of  the  rangers,  and  deserved  and  re- 
ceived much  praise  for  the  good  work  done  on  that 
occasion.  That  ended  the  Indian  trouble  in  that  coun- 
try, as  no  raids  were  made  by  them  after  the  killing 
of  the  five  by  Lieutenant  Long. 

While  Mr.  Loving  had  no  further  Indian  troubles,  he 
found  himself  badly  involved  financially.  He  had 
bought  several  stocks  of  cattle  at  range  delivery  and 
had  bought  them  mostly  on  time  and  had  met  his  obli- 
gations up  to  1876.  But  on  account  of  heavy  loss  of  both 
cattle  and  horses  run  off  by  the  Indians,  and  an  addi- 
tional loss  of  cattle  by  white  thieves,  he  found  himself 
unable  to  pay  his  debts  maturing  in  1876.  A  portion  of 
his  creditors,  refusing  to  give  an  extension,  forced  him 
to  make  an  assignment,  when  he  turned  over  to  the  re- 
ceiTer  all  cattle,  horses  and  other  property  owned  by 
him,  having  previously  let  his  homestead  near  Weather- 
ford  go  in  payment  of  debt.  He  owned  about  three 
thousand  head  of  cattle  at  the  time  he  failed. 

That  left  him  with  little  or  nothing  snve  his  oxperi- 
ence  and  energy.  He  was  then  in  the  piiine  .if  lifi>  and 
not  in  the  least  discouraged.  He  crmtinni'd  t..  live  in 
Lost  Valley,  and  by  1882  had  accunmlato.l  s,.iiif.  ,attle 
and  land,  and  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Loving 
Cattle  Company,  of  which  he  was  general  manager  for 
ten  years,  up  to  1892.  During  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  cattlemen 


not  only  through  his  personal  influence,  but  as  a  result 
of  his  extensive  operations,  and  iu  spite  of  many  vicissi- 
tudes ami  ii|.s  ,iud  downs  of  fortune,  such  as  practically 
all  'l',\:i~  rattlriiien  experienced,  he  came  out  on  the  suc- 
eessiiil  vh|(  ,  :iip1  his  individual  success  was  in  keeping 
^\llll  In-  |iiuiinii,-nce  as  an  executive  otUcial  of  the  Cattle 

\\  ith  tl  .  M)  ^.iiiization  of  the  Cattle  Raisers  Association 
in  l"eliiuar\,  ls77,  Mr.  Loving  became  secretary  and 
was  re-elected  at  each  annual  meeting  until  his  death. 
In  1879  he  was  also  elected  treasurer  and  held  both 
offices  until  1893.  From  1893  until  his  death  in  1902 
he  was  general  manager  of  the  association.  For  many 
years  the  office  of  the  secretary  was  at  Jacksboro,  but 
in  1893  was  removed  to  Fort  Worth,  and  Mr.  Loving 
claimed  that  city  as  his  home  until  his  death. 

Hox.  J.'iMEs  C.  Wilson.  United  States  District  At- 
torney for  the  northern  district  of  Texas,  with  office  at 
Dallas  and  residence  at  Fort  Worth,  a  position  to  which 
he  was  appointed  by  President  Woodrow  Wilson  in 
August,  1913,  James  C.  Wilson  is  a  grandson  of  the  noted 
pioneer  cattleman,  Oliver  Loving,  and  was  named  for  his 
uncle,  the  late  James  C.  Loving,  two  eminent  Texans 
whose  careers  are  sketched  in  preceding  paragraphs.  Mr. 
Wilson  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Maggie  (Loving)  Wil- 
son. His  mother  was  the  youngest  child  of  Oliver 
Loving,  and  is  now  living  as  Mrs.  C.  B.  Raines  at  Min- 
eral Wells,  Texas.  Thomas  Wilson  was  born  in  Fayette- 
ville,  Tennessee,  served  four  years  in  the  Confederate 
Army  from  that  state,  came  to  Texas  in  1867,  locating  in 
Palo  Pinto  county,  and  was  a  citizen  of  much  prominence 
during  the  early  days  in  that  county,  which  was  then  on 
the  western  frontier  of  settlement.  He  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  sheriff  of  Palo  Pinto  county,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  1879  at  .Vustiu  wliile  attending  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Tex.is  Sheiitl'-:'  Association.  Mr.  James 
C.  Wilson  has  a  sister,  the  «ife  of  Dr.  J.  H.  McCracken, 
a  distinguished  physician  of  Mineral  Wells,  and  a 
former  president  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association; 
and  a  brother,  Horace  Wilson,  engaged  in  the  Cattle 
commission  business  iu  Fort  Worth. 

Mr.  Wilson  has  been  a  successful  lawyer  in  North 
Texas  for  the  past  eighteen  years,  and  has  long  been 
one  of  the  active  young  leaders  in  politics  and  affairs. 
He  was  born  in  Palo  Pinto,  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  Palo  Pinto,  and 
of  Mineral  Wells,  and  in  Weatherford  College.  He 
graduated  from  the  law  department  of  the  University  of 
Texas  in  1896,  and  while  a  student  of  law  was  a  class- 
mate of  Morris  Sheppard,  now  junior  senator  from 
Texas.  In  the  contest  for  the  appointment  as  district 
attorney  of  the  northern  district  Mr.  Wilson  had  the 
support  of  Senator  Sheppard,  while  Senator  Culbertson 
had  presented  the  name  of  a  Dallas  attorney.  In  August, 
1913,  President  Wilson  nominated  the  Fort  Worth  at- 
torney for  the  office  to  succeed  W.  H.  Atwell,  and  the 
nomination  was  confirmed  by  the  senate. 

After  graduating  from  the  university  Mr.  Wilson  was 
in  the  practice  of  law  at  Weatherford  until  November, 
1912,  and  then  moved  to  Fort  Worth,  and  on  November 
15th  of  the  same  year  was  appointed  assistant  attorney 
of  Tarrant  county.  During  his  residence  at  Weatherford 
Mr.  Wilson  was  for  two  years  assistant  county  attorney 
of  Parker  county,  and  later  served  as  county  attorney 
for  three  terms,  being  first  elected  in  1902.  '  For  three 
terms  he  was  also  chairman  of  the  Parker  county  Demo- 
cratic executive  committee. 

Mr,  Wilson  was  married  in  Parker  county  to  Miss 
Esther  English,  who  was  born  at  Pictou.  Nova  Scotia, 
and  came  to  Texas  as  a  teacher.  They  are  the  parents 
of  three  children,  James  C,  Jr.,  Horace  and  Emily 
Loving. 

Asa  C.  Wilson  is  essentially  a  Texas  product.  He 
is   one  of  the  best  known   and   most   prominent   men   in 
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the  city  of  Dallas,  which  has  represelited  his  home  since 
the  year  1902.  ilr.  Wilson  is  manager  of  his  late  fa- 
ther's estate,  and  finds  his  duties  in  that  respect  suffi- 
cient to  occupy  his  time  and  attention,  though  he  has 
found  time  to  devote  to  military  affairs  in  the  state 
and  has  a  highly  creditable  record  as  a  member  of  the 
National  Guard  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  born  on  his  father's  ranch,  known  fa- 
miliarly as  the  "Twelve  Mile  House,"  because  of  its 
distance  from  Waco,  in  McLennan  county.  He  is  the 
sou  of  Jay  C.  and  Margaret  N.  (Naler)  Wilson,  of 
whom  brief  mention  is  here  set  forth. 

Jay  C.  Wilson  was  born  in  St.  Joseph,  Missouri.  He 
enjoyed  excellent  educational  advantages,  being  a  grad- 
uate of  Yale  University,  and  almost  immediately  after 
he  received  his  degree  he  joined  the  gold-seekers  in  the 
rush  to  the  Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota.  It  was  not 
until  1871  that  he  came  to  Texas,  locating  at  Waco, 
where  he  became  prominent  and  prosperous.  This  was 
in  the  well-remembered  days  prior  to  the  advent  of  the 
railroads  into  this  part  of  the  state,  and  Mr.  Wilson  es- 
tablished himself  on  a  ranch  just  twelve  miles  from  the 
then  frontier  town  of  Waco.  His  place,  ' '  Twelve  Mile 
House, ' '  was  one  of  the  best  ranches  in  that  part  of  the 
state,  and  there  Mr.  Wilson  accumulated  a  comfortable 
fortune,  consisting  mostly  of  property  interests  in  Mc- 
Lennan county,  in  Waco,  the  city  of  Dallas,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  state.  He  died  August  3,  1910.  The  wife 
and  mother,  who  was  born  in  Georgia,  came  to  Texas  in 
1870,  and  she  is  living  in  Dallas. 

Asa  C.  Wilson  attended  the  public  schools  of  McLen- 
nan county  until  he  was  graduated  therefrom,  and  there- 
after ente'red  Baylor  University,  at  Waco.  In  1893  he 
entered  the  third-year  class  in  the  civil  engineering 
course  at  the  Agricultural  &  Mechanical  College  of 
Texas,  at  College  Station,  at  which  time  former  Gov- 
ernor Lawrence  Sullivan  Eoss  was  president  of  the  insti- 
tution. Finishing  his  studies  there,  he  entered  Bingham 
Military  School,  at  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  and  he  was 
there  distinguished  by  becoming  an  honor  graduate  of 
that  famous  school,  having  attained  the  rank  of  major 
of  a  battalion  of  infantry.  It  was  this  training  that  in- 
duced his  later  military  service,  in  which  he  made  a  most 
enviable  record. 

After  his  return  home,  Mr.  Wilson  associated  himself 
with  the  First  National  Bank  of  Waco,  and  was  thus 
occupied  for  six  years.  He  removed  to  Louisiana  in  1900, 
where  he  resided  two  years,  and  in  1902  he  came  to 
Dallas,  and  was  there  Cashier  of  the  Texas  National  Bank 
for  several  years,  or  until  its  consolidation  with  the 
American  Exchange  National  Bank,  Upon  the  death  of 
his  father,  in  August,  1910,  Mr.  Wilson  became  manager 
of  the  estate  of  the  senior  Wilson,  and  he  maintains  his 
office  in  the  building  at  No.  1.514  Main  street,  one  of  the 
properties  included  in  the  Wilson  estate. 

As  has  been  previously  mentioned,  Mr.  Wilson  has  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  his  military  service  as  a  member  of 
the  Texas  National  Guard.  He  ifirst  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  K,  Second  Texas  Infantry,  known  as  the 
"Mayor's  Guard,"  of  Waco,  on  October  27,  1896.  He 
was  soon  promoted  to  the  post  of  corporal,  and  later 
sergeant  of  the  company,  and  when  the  Texas  Volunteer 
Guard,  as  the  organiyation  had  been  known  up  to  that 
time,  was  reorganized  by  the  late  Brig.-Gen.  Thomas 
Scurry,  in  the  latter  part  of  1899,  Mr.  Wilson  was  com- 
missioned by  Gov.  Joseph  D.  Sayers  as  first  lieutenant. 
Company  K,  Second  Texas  Infantry,  and  was  in  com- 
mand of  that  company  when  it  won  the  first  prize  as 
being  the  best-drilled  company  in  the  military  es'ab- 
lishment  of  the  state.  He  then  became  acting  battalion 
adjutant  of  the  First  Battalion,  Second  Texas  Infantry, 
commanded  by  Brig.-Gen.  Gordon  Boone.  On  July  6, 
1906,  he  was  commissioned  by  the  late  Gov.  S.  W.  T. 
Lanham  as  captain  and  paymaster  of  the  Texas  Na- 
tional Guard,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  December 


3,  1908,  when,  upon  the  death  of  Maj.  George  T.  West, 
major  and  paymaster  general,  Texas  National  Guard, 
Captain  Wilson  was  commissioned  by  Governor  Thos.  M. 
Campbell  as  major  and  paymaster  general,  with  that 
rank,  serving  from  December  4,  1908,  until  November  15, 
1913,  when  he  was  promoted  by  Gov,  0.  B.  Colquitt  to 
be  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Second  Infantry,  Texas  Na- 
tional Guard.  He  served  with  that  rank  until  November 
30,  1913,  when,  after  more  than  seventeen  years  of  con- 
tinuous service  in  various  capacities,  he  was,  upon  his 
own  request,  placed  upon  the  retired  list  of  officers  of  the 
Texas  National  Guard, 

Mr,  Wilson  is  a  Roman  Catholic  in  his  religion,  and 
fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  B.  P,  O.  E.,  Dallas 
Lodge  No.  71,  and  with  the  Order  of  Hoo  Hoo,  No. 
20430. 

On  December  5,  1901,  Mr.  Wilson  was  married  at  Dal- 
las to  Miss  Clara  S.  Burke  of  Louisiana.  She  died  Octo- 
ber 10,  1913,  at  Dallas,  the  mother  of  two  children: 
Thomas  Crittenden  Wilson,  born  in  New  Iberia,  Louisi- 
ana, October  25,  1902,  and  Pamela  Clara  Wilson,  born 
at  Dallas,  Texas,  August  10,  1905. 

Oliver  W.  Lee.  When  there  is  any  movement  on 
foot  which  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  people  of  Monday, 
Texas,  or  of  the  surrounding  country,  one  of  the  men 
whom  one  is  fairly  certain  to  find  among  the  leaders 
is  Oliver  W.  Lee.  Mr.  Lee  is  prominent  in  the  life 
of  this  locality,  not  only  politically  and  commercially 
but  socially  as  well.  Mr.  Lee  is  mayor  of  the  city  at 
present  and  his  regime  has  been  a  highly  creditable  one. 
He  has  brought  to  bear  on  political  problems,  the  straight- 
forward business  methods  for  which  he  is  well  known 
and  has  gained  the  respect  of  his  political  enemies  and 
the  increased  admiration  of  those  who  are  his  friends 
and  supporters.  Mr.  Lee  is,  however,  a  man  whom 
everyone  likes,  and  has  few  enemies,  even  political  ones, 

Oliver  W.  Lee  was  born  in  Jackson  county,  Tennes- 
see, on  the  9th  of  January,  1867,  His  father,  Eussell 
K.  Lee  was  born  in  Tennessee  and  lived  in  that  state 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  '  He  was  a  farmer 
and  when  he  came  to  Texas  in  1900  he  continued  to 
farm,  his  property  being  located  in  Knox  county.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  served  in  the  Confederate  army, 
part  of  the  time  as  a  member  of  an  infantry  regiment 
and  part  of  the  time  in  the  cavalry.  He  saw  much 
active  service  and  took  part  in  some  of  the  hardest 
fought  battles  of  the  war.  He  and  his  wife  are  both 
members  of  the  Baptist  church  and  his  wife  is  especially 
active  in  church  work.  Mr.  Lee  married  in  Tennessee, 
his  wife  being  Miss  Scytha  Smith,  a  native  of  that 
state.  There  were  only  two  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lee,  both  sons,  of  whom  Oliver  W,  Lee  was  the 
eldest  and  is  now  the  only  one  living. 

Until  Oliver  W.  Lee  was  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
attended  the  public  schools  of  that  part  of  Tennessee 
in  which  he  lived.  He  spent  his  time,  when  he  was  not 
in  the  school  room,  helping  his  father  with  the  work 
of  the  farm,  but  when  he  was  eighteen  years  old  he  de- 
cided to  start  out  for  himself.  He  began  as  a  school 
teacher  and  for  a  few  years  was  thus  engaged.  Then 
for  about  two  years  he  operated  a  sawmill.  His  next 
position  was  in  "the  surveying  and  map  making  depart- 
ment of  the  Pennsylvania  Oil  Company.  After  this  he 
went  to  farming  and  until  he  came  to  Texas  this  Fas 
his  means  of  livelihood. 

It  was  in  October,  1899,  that  he  came  to  this  state  and 
located  in  Munday,  and  he  has  resided  in  this  county 
ever  since.  When  he  first  came  to  this  section  he  fol- 
lowed farming,  this  being  his  occupation  for  about  three 
years.  He  next  went  to  Benjamin,  the  county  seat, 
where  he  worked  in  the  office  of  the  sheriff  and  tax  col- 
lector. After  five  years  of  this  work  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  tax  assessor.  He  served  one  term  in  this 
office  and  then  came  to  Munday.  Here  he  established 
the  business  in  which  he  is  successfully  engaged  at  pres- 
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ent.  This  business  is  general  insurance,  rentals  and 
collections. 

In  politics  Mr.  Lee  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  he  has  always  taken  a  very  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  politics.  He  is  now  serving  on  his  second 
term  as  mayor  of  Munday.  In  religious  matters  Mr. 
Lee  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  In  the  fraternal 
world  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  to  the 
Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Munday  Commercial  Club  and  is  an  important  factoi 
in  the  work  of  this  organization,  now  being  its  vice- 
president.  He  is,  in  short,  one  of  the  leaders  of  Mun- 
day, one  of  her  big  men  and  a  man  whose  citizenship 
she  could  ill  afford  to  lose.  For  recreation  Mr.  Lee 
would  rather  turn  to  the  rough  life  of  the  camp  with 
plenty   of  hunting  than   to   anything  else. 

Mr.  Lee  was  married  in  Clinton  county,  Kentucky,  on 
the  11th  of  November,  1906,  to  Miss  Irene  Belle  Smith, 
a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  H.  Smith,  of  Clinton 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  have  become  the  parents  of 
four  children,  namely:  Irene  Seytha,  Russell  Harvey, 
Grace  Irwin,  and  Robert  Sydney. 

J.  G.  Mills,  M.  D.  The  history  of  the  Gill  Well,  at 
Dallas,  is  an  interesting  one  and  is  but  another  exempli- 
fication of  the  fact  that  some  of  the  world 's  greatest 
discoveries  are  made  through  sheer  accident.  In  1902 
the  mayor  and  board  of  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Dallas 
let  a  contract  for  a  deep  well  to  secure  water  for  munici- 
pal purposes.  Work  was  commenced,  and  at  a  depth  of 
1910  feet  the  drillers  encountered  a  copious  flow  of  hot 
mineral  water,  which  could  not  be  used  for  domestic 
purposes  and  was  accordingly  permitted  to  run  to  waste. 
It  was  feared  by  the  succeeding  administration,  as  well 
as  by  the  taxpayers  whose  money  had  been  used  to  sink 
the  well,  that  a  serious  blunder  had  been  perpetrated,  but 
decided  to  have  an  analysis  made  of  the  waters,  in  the 
hope  that  they  might  be  found  of  chemical  or  medicinal 
value.  Wherefore  in  190.5  Dr.  J.  G.  Mills,  a  practicing 
physician  of  Marlin,  Texas,  with  wide  experience  in  med- 
ical practice  in  connection  with  thermal  and  medicinal 
waters,  was  sent  for.  Due  analysis  demonstrated  that 
this  well  contained  virtues  which  make  it  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  of  its  kind  in  the  Southwest  and  that  the 
money  disbursed  in  sinking  it  could  not  have  been  ex- 
pended more  .iudiciously.  Since  that  time  Doctor  Mills 
has  been  at  the  head  of  the  Gill  Well  Sanitarium  Com- 
pany and,  through  careful  management,  has  made  it  the 
most  popular  resort  in  the  state. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Mills  was  born  in  Cherokee  county,  Texas,  in 
1S77,  and  is  a  son  of  Green  and  Cornelia  Britton  (Gray) 
Mills,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  His  father  w-as 
born  in  Washington  county,  Georgia,  a  son  of  Elisha 
Mills,  who  came  to  Texas  with  his  familv  during  the  late 
forties.  In  1880  Green  Mills  died,  and  Mrs.  Mills  was 
subsequently  married  to  Mr.  S.  E.  Jones,  by  whom  Doc- 
tor Mills  was  reared  and  who  is  still  living,  at  Jackson- 
ville, Texas.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Doctor  Mills 
was  a  soldier  during  the  Mexican  War  and  was  one  of 
those  who  fell  at  Monterey. 

Dr.  Mills  was  reared  in  Cherokee  county,  Texas,  and 
attended  school  at  Jacksonville,  that  county,  the  greater 
part  of  his  education  being  secured  at  Alexander  Col- 
legiate Institute,  from  which  he  was  sraduated  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  He  went  to  St.  Louis  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years  and  matriculated  in  the  Mis- 
souri Medical  College,  from  which  he  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1899,  and  then,  returning  to  Jacksonville,  began 
practice  there,  remaining  two  years.  Subsequently  he 
removed  to  ilarlin,  Texas,  where,  beginning  in  1901,  he 
successfully  practiced  his  profession,  being  physician  at 
the  Marlin  Sanitarium  and  the  Arlington  Hotel,  and,  in 
fact,  since  first  going  to  Marlin  has  had  extensive  ex- 
perience in  medical  practice  in  connection  with  thermal 
and  medical  waters. 

When  sent  for  to  look  into  the  merits  of  the  waters 


at  Gill  Well,  Doctor  Mills  secured  five  gallons  of  it, 
which  he  shipped  to  Dr.  Seth  M.  Morris,  chemist  and 
toxicologist  of  the  medical  department  of  the  Texas 
State  University,  Galveston,  who  made  the  following 
analysis:  Sodium  Bicarbonate,  147.93  Grs.  per  U.  S. 
gal.;  Sodium  Sulphate,  188.38;  Magnesium  Sulphate, 
22.-51;  Calcium  Sulphate,  73.62;  Sodium  Chloride,  3.39; 
Alumina  and  Iron,  3.32;  Potassium  Sulphate,  0.99;  Sil- 
ica, 0.56.  Total,  440.70.  Appreciating  the  rare  and  ex- 
cellent combination  of  medicinal  properties  in  the  water, 
he  made  application  and  secured  a  twenty-year  lease, 
wifh  a  ten-year  option  to  purchase  the  well  from  the  city 
of  Dallas  at  its  actual  cost  of  construction  to  the  min- 
eral water  strata,  and  in  1906,  complying  with  the  terms 
of  this  contract,  purchased  nearly  three  acres  of  land  on 
Maple  avenue,  2200  feet  distant  from  the  Gill  Well,  where 
he  erected  a  bathhouse  of  brick  and  equipped  it  with 
necessary  apparatus  to  properly  utilize  the  water.  The 
property  is  situated  one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  the 
postoflice,  and  now  has  greatly  added  value  and  attrac- 
tion on  account  of  being  situated  on  the  beautiful  Turtle 
Creek  Boulevard,  work  on  which  was  begun  by  the  city 
of  Dallas  in  1914.  The  place  overlooks  the  picturesque 
wooded  vale  of  Turtle  Creek,  and,  being  located  within 
easy  distance  of  the  heart  of  the  city,  makes  its  future 
bright  with  promise  of  great  usefulness  to  the  public 
and  profit  to  its  owner.  Doctor  Mills  has  in  contempla- 
tion the  erection  of  a  modern  sniiitnrinm  on  the  property. 
In  a  medicinal  wnv.  th..  u:it,.r  i-  Ijxiitiv,-,  dmretic. 
anti-.acid,  and  tonic  Imt.  nnlik,'  ntluT-  m  tins  L^voup,  is 
harmless  and  contains  tlir  iii:ixiiinini  of  ].io|ierties  of 
merit.  It  is  of  value  in  treatment  of  all  forms  of 
rheumatism,  neurasthenia,  dialietes,  gout,  neuralgia,  and 
many  disorders  of  the  kidneys,  liver,  and  digestive  tract. 
Doctor  ilills  constructed  of  reinforced  concrete  a  large 
swimming  pool,  in  which  he  uses  the  mineral  water  ex- 
elusivel.y,  and  practically  the  entire  output  of  the  well 
flows  through  the  pool,  rendering  it  fresh,  warm,  and 
sanitary  at  all  times. 

Doctor  Mills  was  married  to  Miss  Leticia  Anna  Smith 
of  Falls  county,  Texas,  daughter  of  Robert  Smith,  who 
came  to  Texas"  from  Tennessee.  Her  maternal  grandfa- 
ther was  a  Milliken  and  a  member  of  a  family  which  came 
to  Texas  with  Stephen  F.  Austin's  colony  in  the 
twenties. 

D-\xiEL  D.  Otstott.  With  the  coming  of  Daniel  D. 
Otstott  to  Dallas,  in  1911,  tliere  was  added  an  element  of 
strength  and, purpose,  of  fine  caiiaoity,  and  of  commer- 
cial integrity  to  the  upbuilding  business  forces  of  this 
thriving  Southwestern  metropolis.  Bringing  with  him 
experience  gained  through  long  association  with  men  of 
business  staliility,  acumen,  and  strength  of  character,  he 
at  once  took  his  rightful  place  among  the  men  whose 
activities  are  advancing  the  city's  commercial  impor- 
tance, and  since  that  time  has  found  the  time  and  the 
inclination  to  interest  himself  in  matters  pertaining  to 
the  civic  welfare. 

Mr.  Otstott  was  born  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
in  1872.  and  in  his  youth  was  given  the  invigorating  and 
healthful  training  incident  to  life  on  the  farm,  Ms  fa- 
ther's homestead  being  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Oxford, 
Butler  county,  Ohio.  His  educational  advantages  were 
secured,  for  the  greater  part,  in  the  Oxford  High  School, 
and  in  1891  he  entered  upon  his  business  career  when  he 
went  to  Cliicago  and  secured  a  position  with  the  whole- 
sale mercantile  firm  of  Lock,  Huleatt  &  Company.  Being 
content  to  emliark  in  business  life  in  a  humble  capacity, 
he  made  himself  a  thorough  master  of  the  dry  goods 
business,  and  in  1898  resigned  his  position  to  enter  the 
house  of  Butler  Brothers,  with  which  he  has  been  con- 
nected ever  since.  This  is  one  of  the  most  extensive 
yholesale  general  merchandise  concerns  in  the  world, 
having  great  branch  houses  in  nearly  every  large  city  of 
the  United  States.     The  firm  was  established 
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from  which  city  the  three  Butler  Brothers  (of  whom 
only  one  now  survives)  renioveil  to  Chicago  and  estab- 
lished their  headquarters  in  the  latter  city.  The  wonder- 
ful growth  and  expansion  nf  this  business  is  familiar  to 
everyone  who  is  at  all  cimveisaut  with  commercial  affairs 
in  America.  The  hiiusc  sclN  tn  merchants  by  catalogue 
only,  employing  no  tr.iirlm-  -.iltsnien.  In  1911  Butler 
Brothers  completed  thru  -ir.it  liranch  house  for  the 
Southwest  at  Dallas,  Texas,  and  at  that  time  ilr.  Otstott 
came  to  this  city  as  merchandise  manager,  their  territory 
embracing  Texas  and  Oklahoma.  To  speak  only  of  the 
building  itself— it  is  a  splendid  edifice,  the  largest  mer- 
cantile structure  in  the  Southwest,  eight  stories  high,  and 
occupying  the  entire  block  on  South  Ervay  street  extend- 
ing from  Youug  to  Marilla  street  and  back  to  Evergreen 
street,  this  being  in  the  heart  of  the  city. 

Since  coming  to  Dallas,  Mr.  Otstott  has  taken  time 
from  the  important  and  exacting  duties  connected  with 
his  business  to  engage  actively  and  public-spiritedly  in 
the  general  business  and  social  affairs  of  the  city.  He 
has  been  especially  interested  in  the  Young  Men  's  Chris- 
tian Association,  of  which  he  is  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  and  in  which  he  organi2ed  and  managed  a 
campaign  that  resulted  in  a  large  increase  in  the  mem- 
bership of  the  organization.  He  is  particularly  interested 
in  the  boys'  department,  of  T\hieh  he  is  a  helpful  ofScial. 
Ilr.  Otstott  is  a  consistent  member  of  Trinity  Methodist 
Church. 

While  a  resident  of  Chicago,  Mr.  Otstott  was  married 
to  iliss  Ida  Bonnell,  who  was  born  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska, 
and  they  have  three  children:  Frances,  John  and  Du- 
Shane. 

Colonel  William  C.  Young.  One  of  the  finest  coun- 
ties in  northwest  Texas  now  bears  the  name  of  this 
splendid  old  pioneer,  who  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the 
Texas  Revolution,  an  Indian  fighter  and  a  participant  in 
the  war  against  Mexico,  and  whose  activities  and  char- 
acter well  deserve  the  honor  which  was  bestowed  in 
giving  his  name  to  one  of  the  county  divisions  of  the 
state. 

Colonel  William  Cocke  Young  was  born  in  Tennessee 
May  12,  1S12,  and  was  of  Holland-Dutch  and  French 
stock.  The  Young  family  was  established  in  Tennessee 
by  two  brothers.  Abraham  and  Dan  Young,  the  latter 
being  the  father  of  Colonel  William  C.  Young!  The  fam- 
ily anil  its  connections  were  among  the  most  prominent 
of  central  Tennessee. 

Colonel  Young  when  a  young  man  of  t,wenty-two  in 
1834,  came  to  Texas,  locating  in  Bed  River  county  and 
engaging  in  the  practice  of  law.  He  came  with  the 
true  spirit  of  the  pioneer,  intent  upon  a  life  in  a  new 
and  undeveloped  country,  and  participated  in  every 
phase  of  that  development  until  the  cloee  of  his  life.  He 
was  a  soldier  at  San  Antonio,  and  in  the  border  and 
Indian  warfare  which  followed  the  Revolution  took  a 
prominent  part  and  was  associated  with  John  B.  Den- 
ton's expedition.  When  Colonel  Denton  was  flain  by  the 
Indians  in  1841,  it  was  William  C.  Young  and  a 'com- 
panion who  voUuiteerd  to  go  to  the  scene  of  the  massa- 
cre and  recover  the  body  of  their  leader.  Through  a 
country  infested  by  Indians,  and  daring  all  the  risks 
and  dangers  of  such  a  journey,  they  performed  their 
duty  with  the  determination  that  was  characteristic  of 
the  best  frontiersmen,  and  finally  returned  to  headquar- 
ters with  the  body  of  their  murdered  leader,  having 
escaped  all  the  dangers  attendant  upon  such  an  enter- 
prise. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Mexican  war  Colonel  Young 
niiseil  a  resjiment  of  volunteers,  in  which  he  was  com- 
missioned colonel,  and  saw  much  active  campaigning 
during  that  brief  period  of  hostilities.  Following  the 
Mexican  war  Col.  Young  resumed  his  law  practice  and 
in  1851  moved  to  Shawneetown  in  Grayson  county,  and 
continued  to  be  prominent  in  imblic  affairs.  He  had 
served  as  sheriff  two  terms  and  later  as  county  attorney 


in  Red  River  county,  and  in  1857  was  appointed  United 
States  marshal  of  his  district,  holding  the  office  for  three 
years  until  he  resigned  to  take  part  in  the  war  between 
the  north  and  the  south.  He  had  also  been  a  member 
of  the  first  constitutional  convention  of  the  state. 

A  short  time  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  be- 
tween the  states  Colonel  Young  was  called  into  con- 
sultation with  Jeft'erson  Davis,  and  on  returning  from 
his  last  visit  with  the  president  of  the  Confederacy 
raised  the  Eleventh  Regiment  of  Texas  Cavalry  and 
went  into  active  service.  He  led  his  regiment  until  fail- 
ing health  compelled  him  to  resign  and  return  home.  As 
a  representative  of  the  Southern  government  he  con- 
tinued to  perform  important  service  in  North  Texas, 
and  it  was  during  the  performance  of  his  duty  that  he 
met  his  death,  being  assassinated  by  bushwhackers  in 
Cooke  county  during  the  unsettled  conditions  in  that 
region  towards  the  end  of  the  war.  One  of  his  fellow 
citizens  had  been  shot  down  and  the  murder  was  traced 
to  the  work  of  a  band  of  outlaws,  and  while  Colonel 
Young  was  in  search  of  the  body  of  the  victim  he  him- 
self was  killed  while  near  his  own  home.  One  of  Colonel 
Young 's  sons  succeeded  in  tracing  the  murderer  to  his 
regiment  in  the  Confederate  army,  demanded  and  re- 
ceived his  surrender,  took  him  to  the  spot  where  his 
father  had  been  so  foully  killed,  and  there  some  of  the 
colonel 's  own  negroes  strung  up  and  summarily  exacted 
the  jienalty  of  death  from  the  assassin.  Colonel  Young 
was  one  of  the  most  influential  men  of  his  time  in  Texas, 
and  it  was  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  his  distinct 
services  that  Young  county  was  named  in  his  honor. 

Colonel  Young  was  three  times  married.  His  first, 
marriage  was  to  Sophie  Thomas  Cleaves,  and  of  the  chil 
dren  of  that  marriage  one,  Captain  John  G.,  is  now 
prominent  retired  resident  of  Sherman.  By  a  second' 
marriage  Colonel  Young  had  two  other  children 
third  wife  was  Mrs.  Annie  Black,  who  bore  him  two 
children:  Simpson  Morgan  and  Margaret,  who  married 
J.  B.  Davenport. 

Russell  H.  Kingsbury.  A  successful  Imsineps  law- 
yer, Russell  H.  Kingsbury  has  been  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law  at  Waco  since  1880.  The  years  that  have  fol- 
lowed have  brought  him  ample  practice  and  high  repu- 
tation, and  he  has  long  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ers at  the  bar  of  McLennan  county. 

Judge  Kingsbury  is  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  born 
in  the  town  of  Oxford.  January  29,  1860,  a  son  of  Rus- 
sell H.  and  Elizabeth  L.  (Gilliam)  Kingsbury.  His 
father,  who  was  born  in  Albany,  New  York,  in  1822, 
when  a  young  man  moved  to  North  Carolina,  met  and 
married  Eli;  abeth  L.  Gilliam,  who  was  born  at  Gaines- 
ville in  that  state  in  1829.  and  in  1S72  they  settled  at 
Waco.  Texas,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising until  his  death  in  1898.  The  mother  died  in 
1908.  There  were  five  children,  namely:  Henry  P.. 
of  the  Eighth  Cavalry.  I'.  S.  A.,  now  inspector  general  of 
the  Department  of  Lakes:  William  G.,  a  retired  farmer, 
ranchman  and  capitalist  at  Temple,  Texas:  Katherine 
S.,  who  is  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Brown,  of  Dallas;  Russell 
H.;  and  Frederick  H.,  also  a  lawyer  of  Waco. 

The  career  of  Russell  H.  Kingsbury  has  been  a  sin-- 
gularly  active  and  interesting  one  from  earliest  boyhood. 
His  literary  education  was  begun  and  completed  at 
Horner  &  Webb's  Academy  at  Oxford.  North  Carolina. 
He  entered  that  institution  when  but  five  years  of  age, 
and  completed  his  training  there  at  the  age  of  eleven. 
Professor  Webb  was  for  a  time  a  Ignited  States  senator 
from  Tennessee.  Mr.  Kingsbury  was  between  eleven  and 
tw-elve  years  of  age  when  the  family  settled  in  Texas. 
He  became  interested  in  .-journalism,  and  when  fourteen 
years  of  age  was  editor  of  a  little  publication  at  Waco. 
His  venturesome  spirit  led  him  a  year  later  to  become 
a  Texas  ranger,  in  the  command  of  Colonel  John  B. 
Jones,  and  his  service  with  the  Texas  state  troops  lasted 
one  year.     He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  under  the 
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preceptorship  of  Judge  Clark,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
when  twenty  years  of  age,  and  at  once  opened  his  office 
at  Waco  and  began  the  practice  which  has  engaged  him 
with  increasing  success  ever  since. 

A  Democrat  of  the  old  school,  Judge  Kingsbury  be- 
lieves in  a  "  good  old-fashioned  democracy  and  go'od 
government  for  Texas. ' '  During  the  Clark-Hogg  cam- 
paign he  was  an  ardent  Clark  man  and  campaigned  the 
state  from  end  to  end  in  Judge  Oark  's  behalf.  For  two 
years  he  held  the  office  of  city  judge  of  Waco.  He  takes 
no  active  part  in  politics,  believing  that  the  primary  sys- 
tem of  selecting  candidates  is  a  failure,  and  longs  for 
the  time  to  come  again  when  the  people  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  a  voice  in  determining  who  their  official 
representatives  shall  be.  He  is  just  an  old-fashioned 
Democrat  without  any  prefix,  or  affix,  believing  that  the 
people  are  best  governed  when  least  governed.  Mr. 
Kingsbury  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and 
belongs  to  the  Young  Men 's  Business  League  of  Waco. 

Ernest  W.  Townes.  Few  of  the  yonnger  members 
of  the  legal  profession  in  Texas  has  begun  their  careers 
with  better  inheritance  of  professional  tradition  and 
abilit.v,  than  Ernest  W.  Townes  of  the  firm  of  Carlton, 
Townes  &  Townes,  whose  offices  are  in  the  Stewart  Build- 
ing at  Houston.  Mr.  Townes  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Texas  bar  for  more  than  ten  years,  and  has  acquired 
a  position  of  distinction  through  his  successful  practice 
during  this  time. 

Ernest  W.  Townes  is  a  grandson  of  Judge  Dick 
Townes,  who  was  chancellor  of  the  northern  district  of 
Alabama,  and  who  in  1S5-1  brought  his  family  to  Texas 
and  settled  upon  a  large  plantation  in  Bastrop  county. 
He  later  moved  to  Travis  county,  where  in  addition 
to  his  farming  operations  he  conducted  a  law  busi- 
ness. He  was  honored  with  election  to  the  legislature 
and  was  also  a  member  of  a  constitutional  convention 
and  took  a  very  prominent  part  in  organic  law  of  the 
state. 

Mr.  Townes  was  born  in  Travis  county  in  1875  and 
is  a  son  of  John  Charles  and  Kate  (Wildbahnj  Townes. 
His  father  born  in  Alabama,  was  an  infant  when  the 
famOy  came  to  Texas,  and  later  for  some  years  was 
judge  of  the  forty-sixth  judicial  district  comprising 
the  counties  of  Travis  and  Williamson.  He  is  now 
one  of  the  most  honored  members  of  the  Texas  bar  and 
is  dean  of  the  law  department '  of  the  University  of 
Texas. 

Ernest  W.  Townes  was  graduated  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Texas  in  1898  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  and  then 
continued  his  preparation  for  the  law  in  the  same 
institution  and  was  graduated  in  1900,  LL.  B.  Admitted 
to  the  bar  in  the  same  year,  he  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Austin,  where  he  remained  for  three  years, 
and  then  moved  to  Houston,  where  he  has  since  had  his 
office,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  interim  while  asso- 
ciated with  Mr.  L.  A.  Carlton  in  Beaumont,  and  enjoys 
a  generous  share  of  the  legal  business  in  this  city.  In 
1911  he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Carlton.  Townes 
&  Townes,  when  that  combination  opened  its  Houston 
office.  Mr.  Townes  is  a  member  of  various  Masonic 
bodies  and  also  belongs  to  the  Beta  Theta  Pi  fraternity 
of  the  University  of  Texas,  and  to  various  clubs  and 
other  organizations.  In  1906  he  married  Miss  Adele 
Verleye  of  Chicago.  Their  home  is  at  3017  Brazos 
street. 

J.  Eoss  Bell.  The  office  of  county  attorney  of  Cottle 
county  has  been  filled  since  Jul.v,  1912,  by  one  of  the 
ablest  young  lawyers  of  the  Cottle  county  bar.  His 
services  in  the  office  have  won  the  approbation  of  the 
public,  and  both  as  an  official  and  as  a  lawyer  he  has 
proved  his  efficiency  and  popularity. 

J.  Eoss  Bell  was  born  in  Flatwoods,  Tennessee,  Feb- 
runry  22,  1884,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Delphia  (McLemore) 
Bell,   both  parents  natives   of   Tennessee.     The   father. 
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who  was  a  farmer  and  planter,  was  a  resident  of  Ten- 
nessee throughout  his  life  and  died  in  July,  1901,  at  the 
age  of  forty-four.  The  mother  now  lives  with  her  chil- 
dren in  Paducah,  Texas,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two.  The 
county  attorney  was  the  oldest  of  four  children.  His 
brother,  Joe  D.  Bell,  is  a  graduate  of  Cumberland  Uni- 
versity, in  Tennessee,  in  1912,  and  is  now  a  practicing 
lawyer.  The  sister,  Mary  V.  Bell,  was  born  in  Tennes- 
see.    One  child.  Brownie  M.  Bell,  is  deceased. 

J.  Eoss  Bell  spent  his  early  life  in  Tennessee,  attended 
schools  in  Spring  Hill  and  "Scott  's  Hill,  and  took  both 
his  literary  and  law  courses  in  the  Cumberland  Univer- 
sity, at  Lebanon,  where  he  was  graduated  in  law  in  1910. 
In  the  same  year  he  came  out  to  Paducah,  locating  in 
that  town  in  July,  and  since  that  time  has  enjoyed  a  lib- 
eral share  of  local  practice.  He  was  elected  county  at- 
torney in  July,  1912,  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  Mr.  Bell 
is  a  Eoyal  Arch  and  Knight  Templar  Mason  and  is  senior 
warden  of  his  Lodge.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  his  church  is  the 
Methodist.  He  is  unmarried,  and  all  the  family  live  in 
an  attractive  home  in  Paducah.  Both  brothers  are  very 
fond  of  outdoor  life  and  are  among  the  most  progressive 
young  citizens  of  Cottle  county. 

Charles  F.  Hoff,  a  prominent  Texan,  a  resident  of 
Eockport,  Aransas  county,  dates  his  birth  at  Yorktown, 
DeWitt  county,  Texas,  September  22,  1861.  He  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm  in  that  county  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  left  the  parental  home"  to  seek  his 
fortune  in  the  West,  Tucson,  Arizona,  being  his  ob- 
jective point.  At  Tucson  he  lived  almost  continuously 
up  to  1909,  excepting  one  year  spent  in  Los  Angeles  and 
San  Francisco,  California.  Since  November,  1909,  he 
has  been  a  resident  of  Eockport. 

In  Arizona  Mr.  Hoff  was  in  the  mercantile  business  and 
always  an  energetic  worker  in  the  Tucson  Board  of  Trade. 
In  1S90  he  installed  the  telephone  system,  which  is 
still  operating  under  the  same  franchise.  In  1897  he 
installed  the  present  street  railway  system  in  Tucson, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  finest  electric  systems  in  the 
West.  Being  the  controlling  owner  he  disposed  of  his 
interest  in  this  system  in  exchange  for  his  present  hold- 
ings in  Texas,  chiefly  in  Aransas  county. 

All  his  life  Mr.  Hoff  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs,  paying  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  politi- 
cal affairs  of  the  Territory.  He  took  a  leading  part 
in  organi?ing  the  Democratic  party  in  Arizona,  as"  presi- 
dent of  the  Arizona  Association  of  Democratic  Clubs, 
and  has  acted  as  chairman  of  the  Democratic  state, 
county  and  cit.y  committee,  also  secretary  of  the  state, 
county  and  city  committees.  He  was  national  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Association  of  Democratic  Clubs 
for  four  years.  He  was  secretary  of  the  Statehood  con- 
vention and  also  secretary  of  the  Statehood  committee 
and  he,  with  Ex-Governor  Murphy,  was  appointed  dele- 
gate to  Washington  in  the  interest  of  Statehood.  In 
1891  he  was  made  chief  clerk  of  the  House  of  Eepre- 
sentatives  and  in  1893,  the  Arizona  Senate  being  a  tie, 
he  was  selected  as  a  compromise  candidate  for  secretary 
of  the  Senate.  In  1892  Mr.  Hoff  was  unanimously  nomi- 
nated for  mayor  on  a  progressive  platform,  but  was 
counted  out  by  the  Eepublicans'  election  board.  In 
1S9.T  he  installed  a  telephone  system  at  Nogales  and 
while  there  took  part  with  thirty  Americans  in  driving 
the  Yaquis  out  of  the  Mexican  custom  house,  of  which 
they  had  taken  possession,  killing  seven  guards  in  order 
to  do  so.  The  Yaquis,  who  were  in  the  custom  house, 
were  armed  with  Springfield  rifles,  but  after  an  hour's 
fighting  the  Americans  drove  them  out  of  the  city  with- 
out any  casualties,  while  the  Yaquis  left  seventeen  dead. 

In  1896  Mr.  Hoff  was  elected  County  Treasurer.  He 
served  two  years  and  declined  a  renomination.  In  1899 
he  came  back  to  his  old  home  and  married  Miss  Helen 
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Eckhardt.  They  lived  in  Tucson  until  they  moved  to 
Eoekport.  Mrs.  Hoff  has  been  a  leading  spirit  in  all 
civil  iTork  and  is  a  most  enthusiastic  worker  in  the 
Mothers'  Club  of  Eoekport.  Four  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  as  follows :  Carol,  Charles  F.,  Jr.,  Eosalie 
and  W.  H.  Barnes  Hoff. 

From  1906  to  1907  Mr.  Hoff  served  as  City  Council- 
man in  Tucson  and  in  1908  the  county  convention  of 
his  county,  composed  of  120  delegates,  unanimously  in- 
dorsed him  for  National  committeeman,  but  at  the  State 
convention  he  was  defeated  by  the  corporation  tools,  who 
controlled  the  convention.  He  went  to  the  Denver  con- 
vention and  there  worked  with  Charles  Bryan,  Mr.  Allen, 
James  C.  Dahlman  and  others  for  the  Bryan  cause,  and 
after  the  convention  suggested  the  plan  of  financing 
the  Democratic  campaign,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
National  committee,  and  the  first  time  in  its  history 
the  National  committee  had  a  surplus  after  the  cam- 
paign. Mr.  Hoff  was  also  a  delegate  to  the  last  Grover 
Cleveland  convention,  and  in  1912  he  was  elected  a 
delegate  and  served  in  that  capacity  in  the  Democratic 
convention  at  Baltimore.  Also  in  1912  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Eoekport  School  Board.  In  1910  he 
was  made  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Commercial  Club  and  delivered  an  address  before  the 
United  States  board  of  engineers  upon  the  definite  loca- 
tion of  the  harbor.  In  1911  he  was  made  chairman  of 
the  Prohibition  Association  for  Aransas  county.  He 
was  made  president  of  the  Commercial  Club  in  1911,  is 
still  the  incumbent  of  that  oflBce  and  has  proved  him- 
self the  right  man  for  the  place.  Eoekport  feels  a  just 
pride  in  its  leading  citizen,  Charles  F.  Hoff. 

William  D.  Sanders.  Among  the  citizens  of  Titus 
county  none  have  displayed  greater  enterprise  and 
energy  in  the  development  of  the  best  resources  of  the 
home  county  than  William  D.  Sanders.  Mr.  Sanders 
has  long  been  known  in  the  public  life  of  this  section 
and  has  in  recent  years  turned  his  attention  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  oil  and  gas  deposits  of  the  county. 
He  was  known  among  his  associates  as  a  man  of  re- 
markable push  and  energy  and  whatever  he  undertakes 
he  usually  carries  through  to  a  successful  conclusion.  He 
represents  one  of  the  prominent  old  families  of  Titus 
county  and  the  name  of  Sanders  has  for  many  years 
been  identified  with  business  enterprise  and  sterling 
character  in   this   vicinity. 

William  D.  Sanders  was  born  in  Titus  county  in  1874. 
His  parents  were  Thomas  J.  and  Lou  J.  (McClure) 
Sanders.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  the  state  of 
Alabama,  with  several  of  his  brothers  emigrated  to 
Texas  during  the  early  fifties  and  he  located  a  ranch 
on  Sulphur  Prairie  in  "the  north  part  of  Titus  county. 
Among  the  old-time  cattle  men  of  Texas,  Thomas  J. 
Sanders  was  one  of  the  best  known.  He  was  one  of 
the  developers  of  the  industry  before  the  Civil  war  and 
in  those  days  went  up  to  the  Pease  Eiver  country  in 
northwest  Texas,  taking  a  large  bunch  of  cattle  with 
him  to  the  o]ien  range,  and  being  one  of  the  first  to 
take  domestic  cattle  into  the  country  which  for  centuries 
had  been  the  home  of  the  buffalo  and  the  wild  Indian. 
Among  his  early  day  associates  was  Dan  Waggoner,  one 
of  the  best  known  of  Texas  cattle  men.  His  efforts 
before  the  war  resulted  in  fine  success  and  he  accumu- 
lated a  large  number  of  cattle,  being  recognized  among 
the  most  prosperous  men  in  the  cattle  business  of  that 
period.  When  the  war  came  on  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate service  and  went  through  the  entire  conflict  as 
a  soldier  of  the  south.  With  the  close  of  hostilities  he 
returned  to  Titus  county  and  then  going  into  Northwest 
Texas  tried  to  collect  the  herds  which  had  been  scattered 
during  the  previous  years,  in  which  he  was  largely  un- 
successful. The  Indians,  who  had  before  the  war  been 
as  a  rule  peaceful,  began  almost  constant  raiding  and 
hostilities  after   the  rebellion  and  the  Indian  'depreda- 
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tions,  together  with  other  misfortunes,  operated  to  his 
disadvantage  in  such  a  manner  that  he  was  never  able 
to  regain  his  old  time  prosperity  in  the  cattle  business. 
A  portion  of  his  later  life  he  spent  in  Oklahoma,  but 
died  in  Titus  county.  His  wife,  who  also  represented  a 
pioneer  family  in  Titus  county,  was  born  in  Georgia  and 
died  at  Mount  Pleasant  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine. 

The  early  life  of  William  D.  Sanders  was  spent  on  a 
farm,  where  he  received  all  the  training  which  was  neces- 
sary for  his  active  career.  For  six  years  he  filled  the 
office  of  constable,  then  resigned  and  became  claim  agent 
for  the  Texarkana  &  Fort  Smith  Eailroad  at  Texarkana. 
From  this  position  he  took  an  appointment  as  special 
agent  for  the  Cotton  Belt  Eailway  and  while  employed 
in  that  capacity  in  1906  was  elected  sheriff  of  Titus 
county.  By  re-election  in  1908  he  served  the  county 
efficiently  for  four  years.  Since  retiring  from  that 
office  he  has  served  as  city  alderman  and  is  now  city 
marshal  by  appointment. 

Since  1910  Mr.  Sanders  has  been  largely  identified 
with  the  real  estate  and  allied  interests.  The  develop- 
ment of  the  oil  and  gas  possibilities  in  Titus  county 
has  been  the  object  of  his  most  ambitious  work.  He 
organized  the  Titus  County  Oil  &  Gas  Company,  of 
which  he  is  manager,  being  associated  with  Mr.  A.  Eeed. 
This  company  has  under  lease  about  twenty-five  thousand 
acres  of  land  in  the  county,  all  situated  in  what  is  con- 
sidered the  oil  and  gas  belt.  In  1912,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Sanders,  his  company  began  drilling  an  oil  well  J 
on  a  portion  of  its  holdings  some  three  and  a  half  miles 
south  of  Mount  Pleasant.  Drilling  in  other  locations 
has  since  then  been  inaugurated.  Mr.  Sanders  married 
Miss  Nannie  Edwards,  a  native  of  Titus  county.  Their 
one  daughter  is  named  Hazel  Sanders. 

Mr.  Sanders  is  affiliated  with  several  fraternal  orders 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 

E.  E.  Pennington,  who  has  won  substantial  recogni- 
tion of  his  fine  legal  attainments,  his  fidelity  to  profes- 
sional duties,  and  his  careful  conservation  of  all  inter- 
ests entrusted  to  his  care,  is  well  known  to  the  bar,  not 
alone  in  his  own  locality  of  Brenham,  but  throughout 
the  state,  as  a  careful,  painstaking,  profound,  and  con- 
scientious lawyer,  a  thorough  scholar,  and  a  dignified  and 
accomplished  gentleman,  whose  connection  with  impor- 
tant cases  has  made  him  a  familiar  figure  in  the  courts 
of  the  state,  as  well  as  the  highest  federal  tribunal — the 
United  States  Supreme  Court.  He  is  a  native  of  Texas, 
born  at  Brenham,  May  13,  1865,  and  is  a  son  of  Elijah 
and  Ellen   (McAllister)   Pennington. 

Elijah  Pennington  came  to  Texas  with  his  father, 
Biggs'  Pennington,  from  Galesburg,  Illinois,  and  crossed 
the  Brazos  river  on  the  old  ferryboat  at  Washington  in 
December,  1836.  He  was  a  Texas  veteran  and  participated 
in  Gen.  Alexander  Somerville's  campaign  in  1842,  while 
during  the  Civil  War  he  served  four  years  in  the  Con- 
federate army.  Mrs.  Pennington  was  born  at  Hot 
Springs,  Arkansas,  and  it  was  there  they  were  married, 
in  1845,  the  trip  to  Texas  being  made  through  a  wild 
country,  with  no  blazed  trails  part  of  the  way.  The  jour- 
ney was  made  on  horseback  and  consumed  three  months. 
Making  their  home  at  Brenham,  these  people  attained 
the  advanced  ages  of  ninety  and  eighty-seven  years,  re- 
spectively, and  all  their  long  and  useful  lives  were  citi- 
zens who  did  much  good,  in  a  quiet  way,  for  the  people 
about  them,  and  their  honorable  and  upright  careers  won 
them  universal  respect  and  esteem. 

After  completing  the  currit-ulum  of  the  Brenham  public 
schools,  E.  E.  Pennington  attended  the  Agricultural  and 
Mechanical  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1884  with  the  highest  rank,  "Senior  Captain,"  and  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  He  then  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Poindexter  &  Paddleford, 
and  later  in  the  office  of  Savles  &  Bassett,  at  Brenham, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Texas  in  1888.     He  at 
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once  entered  practice  at  Brenham,  and  in  1898  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 
Mr.  Pennington  was  city  attorney  of  Brenham  for  ten 
years,  from  1890  to  1900,  and  was  county  attorney  of 
Washington  county  for  four  years.  He  has  become 
prominent  in  his  profession,  and,  in  addition  to  a  large 
general  practice,  has  been  attorney  for  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Brenham  for  twenty  years.  He  has  been 
connected  with  many  of  the  prominent  civil  and  criminal 
cases  which  have  been  tried  in  this  part  of  Texas,  in  one 
of  which  he  successfully  conducted  the  case  of  Mrs.  Ad- 
die  E.  Kelley  against  Charles  Dillingham,  receiver  for 
the  H.  &  T.  C.  Railroad,  an  action  for  damages,  and 
which  he  contested  successfully  in  the  district  and  state 
courts  and  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
He  has  also  been  eminently  successful  in  many  other  large 
and  important  cases,  both  civil  and  criminal.  Mr.  Pen- 
nington has  always  been  a  Democrat  and  strictly  in  line 
with  his  party's  principles,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
he  served  as  chairman  of  the  county  Democratic  execu- 
tive committee.  He  has  always  been  a  friend  of  educa- 
tion, and  for  six  years  was  a  trustee  of  the  Brenham 
public  schools.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
to  Elks  Lodge  No.  979  of  Brenham,  and  to  Brenham 
Lodge  No.  10,  Knights  of  Pythias;  has  been  prominent 
in  the  affairs  of  these  orders  and  has  passed  through  the 
various  chairs  of  the  lodges.  Mr.  Pennington  is  a  good 
man  in  every  broad  sense  that  the  word  implies. 

On  July  6,  1891,  Mr.  Pennington  was  married  to  Miss 
May  Williams,  daughter  of  H.  E.  and  Isabel  Williams  of 
Louisiana.  They  have  no  children.  Mrs.  Pennington's 
family  originally  came  from  London,  England,  to  Rich- 
mond, Virginia,  prior  to  the  days  of  the  War  of  the  Rev- 
olution, in  which  members  of  the  family  participated. 
Subsequently  the  family  moved  to  Louisiana.  Mrs.  Pen- 
nington has  always  been  a  Democrat  and  strictly  in  line 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  of  Houston, 
Texas,  and  of  Brenham  Tom  Green  Chapter,  Daughters 
of  the  Confederacy.  Her  religious  connection  is  with 
Giddings  Memorial  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Penning- 
ton has  been  doing  literary  work  for  ten  years  and  in 
May,  1914,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Texas  Women's 
Press  Association.  She  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
for  her  writings,  all  of  which  have  appeared  in  the 
Galveston  News  among  them  being:  "History  of 
Washington  County's  Dead  Towns,"  "The  History  of 
Old  Washington  on  the  Brazos,"  "The  History  of  the 
City  of  Brenham,"  "The  History  of  Dr.  Richard  F. 
Brenham,"  "The  History  of  the  Mai  Fest,"  and  a  book 
of  poems  entitled  ' '  Penn  Poems. ' '  Some  copies  of  this 
beautiful  book  were  illustrated  by  Mrs.  Pennington,  who 
is  not  alone  skilled  as  an  authoress,  but  has  decided 
*alent  as  an  artist.  Her  life  has  been  an  active  and 
Lonspieuous  one  and  her  labors  have  ever  been  directed 
toward  the  forwarding  of  Brenham 's  interests.  A 
prominent  figure  in  religious,  educational,  charitable  and 
ial  movements,  she  has  gained  a  wide  acquaintance 
among  people  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  in  her  home 
he  displays  the  graces  of  gracious  hospitality  to  her 
any  friends. 

Gen.  John  S.  Griffith.  In  that  galaxy  of  brilliant 
stars  whose  effulgence  yet  lights  the  memory  of  the 
'ong  struggle  between  the  North  and  the  South  none 
-hine  brighter  or  with  a  steadier  glow  than  that  conse- 
crated to  the  name  and  fame  of  John  Summerfield 
GrilEth.  Where  gallant  soldiers  contended  for  the 
plaudits  of  fame  and  when  individual  heroism  was  the 
daily  rule,  it  would  seem  invidious  to  make  distinctions. 
But  all  the  honors  that  are  due  to  this  gifted  son  of 
exas  may  well  be  accorded  to  him,  with  disparage- 
ment to  none.  His  personality  represented  a  man  of 
unselfish  characteristics,  of  patriotic  impulses  and  a 
brave  commander  and  a  sagacious  military  counsellor. 
"  lacked,  it  is  true,  the  strength  of  body  to  endure 
prolonged  hardships   of   war,   and   he   resigned   his 


commission  at  the  moment  of  his  greatest  success  and 
brightest  promise.  He  ever  demonstrated  a  real  genius 
for  military  plans  and  the  courage  and  audacity  for 
their  execution.  He  was  the  central  figure  in  many  of 
the  leading  activities  of  the  war,  and  gave  to  the  South 
a  service  that  none  of  her  sons  could  excel  in  patriotism 
and  gallantry. 

Gen.  John  Summerfield  Griffith  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  Maryland,  on  June  17,  1829,  and  is  a 
son  of  Michael  B.  Griffith  and  a  grandson  of  Capt. 
Henry  Griffith  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Llewellyn  Griffith,  who  came  from  Wales 
to  this  country  prior  to  Revolutionary  days.  Michael  B. 
Griffith  devoted  his  life  to  mercantile  pursuits  for  the 
most  part,  but  misfortune  pursued  him  and  he  was  re- 
duced gradually  from  a  state  of  comparative  affluence 
to  almost  indigency  by  the  time  he  reached  Texas.  He 
left  Maryland  in  1835,  stopped  in  Jefferson  City,  Mis- 
souri, thence  to  Portland,  Missouri,  and  at  both  those 
points  his  funds  steadily  were  dissipated.  When  he 
reached  Texas  in  1839  he  possessed  only  a  thousand 
dollars.  He  settled  at  San  Augustine,  and  there  the 
three  sons  and  three  daughters  of  the  family  grew  up. 
Mr.  Griffith  married  Miss  Lydia  Crabb,  a  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  and  Elizabeth  Crabb.  She  was  a  lady  of  rare 
attainments  and  dominating  her  were  those  qualities 
needed  for  the  rearing  of  a  family  in  adversity  on  the 
frontier.  Her  culture  and  accomplishments  were  not 
mere  outward  show,  but  were  a  part  of  herself,  and 
were  stamped  indelibly  upon  her  children.  Her  hopeful 
view  of  things  under  dark  and  foreboding  conditions 
was  a  strong  factor  in  surmounting  the  many  obstacles 
the  family  encountered  in  those  lean  years,  and  to  her 
many  excellent  qualities  General  Griffith  attributes  what- 
ever of  success  in  life  he  has  himself  achieved. 

John  Summerfield  Griffith  received  his  education 
chiefly  in  the  home  of  his  parents,  and  he  entered  life 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  English  branches  equal  to  a 
common  school  education  of  today.  In  1850  he  became 
a  clerk  in  San  Augustine  and  the  next  year  he  engaged 
in  business  for  himself  at  that  place,  borrowed  capital 
making  possible  the  venture.  He  prospered,  to  state  the 
matter  briefly,  and  in  1859  he  moved  to  Kaufman 
county,  there  established  himself  in  merchandise  at 
Rockwall,  and  identified  himself  in  the  live  stock  in- 
dustry as  well.  He  continued  in  active  business  until 
the  opening  of  the  war  in  1861,  when  he  sprang  to  the 
defense  of  the  Confederacy,  becoming  Captain  of  Com- 
pany B  of  the  Sixth  Texas  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Col. 
Warren  B.  Stone.  His  company  was  raised  at  Rockwall 
and  was  tendered  to  Colonel  Greer  of  the  Third  Texas 
Cavalry,  but  was  declined,  although  the  Captain  offered 
to  bear  the  expense  of  the  company  for  three  months 
on  condition  of  acceptance.  Upon  the  organization  of 
the  Sixth  Regiment,  Captain  Griffith's  company  was  ac- 
cepted, and  he  was  elected  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
organization.  The  first  real  engagement  occurred  with 
Federal  Indians  at  Chustenahalah,  where  Colonel  Griffith 
was  in  command  of  a  battalion  of  his  regiment.  Colonel 
Mcintosh  placed  the  Sixth  on  the  right  of  the  line  and 
ordered  its  commander  to  await  further  orders,  but,  see- 
ing the  opportune  moment  for  striking  the  enemy,  he 
moved  his  troops  against  the  enemy  without  orders, 
charged  over  a  deep  gulch  and  was  the  first  man  to 
engage  the  Indians  in  a  hand-to-hand  encounter  with 
pistol  and  sabre.  Three  times  this  charge  was  repeated 
by  Colonel  Griffith  before  the  stubborn  enemy  fled  the 
field,  and  an  inventory  of  his  own  casualties  showed  the 
Colonel  to  have  received  a  blow  on  the  head  from  an 
Indian  's  gun,  a  horse  shot  under  him,  a  tuft  of  beard 
shot  from  his  chin,  and  his  clothing  perforated  with 
minie  balls. 

With  the  battles  of  Oak  Hills  and  Elkhorn,  the  Texas 
troops  formed  a  part  of  the  army  ordered  to  Corinth, 
where  the  Confederate  forces  were  in  need  of  reinforce- 
ments, and  Colonel  Griffith's  genius  soon  made  itself  felt 
against  General  Grant,  then  pressing  hard  toward  Vieks- 
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burg.  The  Texans  were  dismounted  in  Arkansas  and 
their  horses  sent  back  to  Texas,  a  move  that  proved  un- 
popular with  the  troops,  and  it  was  decided  to  remount 
them  while  operating  about  Holly  Springs,  information 
to  that  effect  reaching  the  men  and  subsequently  caus- 
ing a  serious  situation  in  the  army.  The  delay  in  the 
arrival  of  the  horses  aggravated  the  men  and  at  Lump- 
kin, Mississippi,  they  showed  a  mutinous  disposition 
when  ordered  to  march  by  shouting  "Horses!  Horses!" 
without  offering  to  move.  Colonel  GrifBth  took  in  the 
situation  and  addressed  his  Texans,  appealing  to  their 
patriotism,  their  honor  and  their  sense  of  duty,  until 
every  man,  save  one,  yielded,  and  the  ugly  situation 
cleared  up  as  if  liy  magic. 

The  transfer  of  the  main  army  to  the  East  gave  Colo- 
nel Griffith  greater  opportunity  to  display  his  aliility. 
He  studied  the  location  and  disposition  of  Grant 's'forces 
and  conceived  a  plan  of  campaign  against  the  enemy's 
rear  which  met  with  the  endorsement  of  his  co-ordinate 
officers  and  resulted  in  the  Holly  Springs  campaign,  with 
the  capture  of  its  garrison  and  immense  stores  and  sup- 
plies. This  success  not  only  refurnished  the  Confederate 
troops,  but  it  disarranged  the  plans  of  General  Grant 
and  thereby  relieved  Vicksburg  from  immediate  sack. 
This  campaign  was  undertaken  under  the  direction  of 
General  Van  Dorn  and  was  made  with  the  approval  of 
General  Pemberton.  The  service  rendered  by  Colonel 
Griffith  proved  so  arduous  that  his  naturally  delicate 
physique  threatened  a  breakdown  and  a  few  weeks  later 
he  felt  impelled  to  resign  his  command  and  return  home. 
Upon  his  return  to  Texas,  Colonel  Griffith,  as  a  brevet 
Brigadier,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Tenth  Legisla- 
ture, where  he  became  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
military  affairs.  On  March  1,  1864,  he  was  appointed 
Brigadier-General  of  state  troops  by  Governor  Murrah, 
for  District  No.  2,  which  embraced  practically  all  of  the 
counties  along  the  Brazos  and  Trinity  rivers  and  east 
to  Van  Zant  county.  In  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in 
that  capacity  he  elicited  the  commendation  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Eleventh  Legislature,  and  he  continued  in 
command  of  the  district  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

In  1876  General  Griffith  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Fifteenth  Legislature  and  he  aided  in  putting  the  new 
state  constitution  into  operation.  He  was  made  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  public  printing,  where  he 
earned  the  reputation  of  a  tireless  worker,  and  where  he 
proved  to  be  a  veritable  "watch  dog"  of  the  treasury. 
Several  laws  bear  the  impress  of  his  legislative  hand, 
among  them  being  the  statute  making  drunkenness  m 
office  a  misdemeanor,  and  which  might  be  regarded  as  a 
pioneer  effort  toward  prohibition  in  Texas. 

In  1873  General  Griffith  came  to  Terrell  and  was  here 
engaged  in  the  merchandise  business  for  a  time.  He 
was  a  large  stock  raiser  before  the  war,  and  in  later 
years  he  identified  himself  once  more  with  that  industry, 
but  he  was  retired  from  ;utivf<  business  for  many  years 
before  his  death,  whi.li  t-nk  j.l.n-,.  August  6,  1901. 

In  his  citizenship  Ciinnl  Cntlith  showed  forth  a 
personality  that  towered  liiL;li  :ni.l  which  had  few  su- 
periors. His  address  was  pleasing,  his  mind  was  active, 
acute  and  penetrating,  and  his  judgment  was  clear  and 
unfailing.  He  was  a  man  inclined  to  deeds  of  impulse, 
but  seldom  did  rashness  characterize  his  moods,  and  he 
was  always  just.  He  lived  down  among  his  fellows,  and 
no  material'  success  in  life,  however  great,  lifted  him 
above  the  common  people  whence  he  came.  His  restless 
energy  and  his  indomitable  will  urged  him  on  contmu- 
ally,  and  from  his  very  nature  he  could  not  have  occu- 
pied a  humble  station  in  life,  spite  of  the  fact  that 
humility  characterized  his  personality.  In  business  he 
proved  himself  a  very  Napoleon  of  finance,  both  before 
and  after  the  war,  for  he  made  a  modest  fortune  m  each 
period.  No  matter  what  the  enterprise,  he  threw  his 
whole  soul  into  the  work,  as  he  did  when  at  Holly  Springy 
and  Oakland  he  matched  military  wit  and  courage  with 
General  Grant,  and  when  be  died  a  man  of  achieve- 
ment and  worthy  of  emulation,  was  laid  to  rest. 


That  the  service  of  the  General  was  of  the  highest 
order  during  his  military  activity  is  amply  attested  by 
the  possession  of  a  letter  from  General  W.  H.  Jackson, 
upon  the  retirement  of  General  Griffith  from  the  Con- 
federate army. 

' '  Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Corps. 
' '  Spring  Hill,  Tennessee. 
"May  8,  1863. 
"Lieut-Col.  J.  S.  GrifiSth: 

' '  Colonel :  Permit  me  to  offer  the  testimonial  of  my 
high  appreciation  of  you  as  a  gallant,  competent  and 
meritorious  officer  of  exceptional  mora]  character.  It 
affords  me  great  pleasure  to  refer  to  the  valuable  serv- 
ices rendered  by  your  command  at  Oakland,  Mississippi, 
in  repulsing  and  routing  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy, 
advancing  upon  General  Grenada  and  thereby  saving  our 
retreating  army;  also  the  gallant  and  signal  service  of 
yourself  while  we  were  together  and  commanding  sep- 
arate brigades  on  the  raid  to  Holly  Springs  and  West 
Tennessee.  Please  accept  the  assurance  of  my  highest 
consideration,  and  with  many  regrets  that  your  con- 
tinued ill  health  compels  you  to  leave  this  corps,  and  a 
wish  that  you  may  soon  regain  your  health  sufficiently 
to  enter  the  service  again,  I  remain,  very  respectfully, 
"  W.  H.  Jackson, 
"Brigadier-General  Commanding  Cav.  Corp." 
General  Griffith  had  brothers  and  sisters  as  follows: 
Crabli,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  served  in  the  Mexican  ' 
war  and  was  a  merchant  in  Farmersville,  Texas,  later 
moving  to  Terrell,  and  there  retiring.  He  died  in  1912, 
leaving  a  family  by  his  wife,  Grace  (Price)  Griffith, 
comprising  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Elizabeth 
Griffith  married  Frank  Powell  and  died  in  Shelbyville, 
Texas,  without  issue.  Joseph  served  for  a  time  in  the 
Confederate  army  and  later  became  a  merchant  in 
Farmersville;  he  married  Lucy  Roberts  and  left  three 
sons  and  a  daughter.  Matilda  married  William  Mc- 
Daniel  and  lives  at  Sulphur  Springs,  Texas.  She  has 
three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

On  December  8,  1851,  General  Griffith  was  married  to 
Miss  Emily  Simpson,  a  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Jane 
(Brooks)  Simpson.  The  marriage  occurred  in  Nacog- 
doches county,  Texas.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Griffith  came 
to  Texas  from  Kentucky,  his  native  state,  where  he  was 
born  in  1788,  and  he  died  in  Nacogdoches  county  in  1833. 
He  spent  his  life  as  a  planter,  and  was  always  a  large 
slave  holder.  His  family  included  children  as  follows: 
Mary,  who  married  William  Buford  and  spent  her  life 
in  Sulphur  Springs,  leaving  a  family  of  four  children 
at  her  demise.  William  married  Letitia  Buford  and  was 
a  boatman  and  captain,  who  did  a  considerable  trading 
in  lands  and  died  at  San  Augustine.  Caroline  married 
Albert  Nelson  and  died  in  Nacogdoches  with  three 
daughters  and  three  sons.  John  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  in  Nacogdoches.  Victor  was  a  farmer  near 
Nacogdoches.  He  married  first  Harriet  and  then  Nannie 
Arnold  and  died  on  his  farm.  Fannie  married  Conda 
Reguet  and  lived  in  Nacogdoches,  where  her  husband 
carried  on  mercantile  operations.  When  she  died  she  left 
three  daughters  and  a  son.  Sarah  Emily,  the  wife  of 
General  Griffith,  was  born  on  November  20,  1833.  Flor- 
ence married  Augustus  Edwards  and  died  in  Terrell, 
leaving  two  daughters  and  a  son.  Augustus  married 
Emma  Kyle  and  spent  his  life  as  a  miller  and  farmer  in 
Garrison,  Texas;  he  died  there,  leaving  five  sons  and 
three  daughters. 

Mr.  Simpson  was  a  man  of  plain  but  liberal  educa- 
tion, and  he  came  to  Texas  in  about  1829,  entering 
heartily  into  the  hardships  incident  to  those  pioneer 
days  in  the  history  of  the  Republic.  Their  life  was 
marked  by  all  the  stress  and  strain  of  existence  in  a  new 
and  wild  "country,  and  many  a  long  night  did  the  wife 
and  mother  spend  sleeping  in  the  brush  to  keep  herself 
from  the  Indians  while  her  husband  was  out  with  others 
defending   the   community   against   the    marauding   red- 
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skins.  He  became  a  large  landholder  in  his  vicinity  and 
came  to  be  a  man  of  importance  in  the  community.  A 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  he  was  a  man  of  the 
highest  integrity  and  the  stanchest  religious  convic- 
tions, and  he  reared  his  children  in  that  faith. 

To  General  and  Mrs.  Grilfith  were  born  a  goodly  fam- 
ily, those  who  reached  years  of  maturity  being:  William 
Crabb,  of  Terrell,  where  he  is  engaged  in  real  estate.  He 
is  a  business  man  of  many  and  varied  interests,  and  is 
known  to  be  one  of  the  potent  business  factors  of  the 
city.  He  married  Miss  Georgia  Charlton  and  they  have 
children:  Lydia,  Charlton,  Summerfield,  Guynn  and 
Max.  Miss  Lydia  has  studied  voice  culture  in  London, 
Paris  and  Berlin,  and  is  an  especially  talented  young 
woman.  Charlton  Griffith  is  a  real  estate  man  in  Ter- 
rell; Summerfield  is  a  farmer  and  is  married  to  Miss 
Nell  Mason;  Miss  Guynn  is  at  home,  and  Max  is  a  stu- 
dent at  the  K.  M.  I.  Augustus  B.  Griffith  married  Miss 
Nannie  Harmon,  and  they  have  one  child,  Emily.  Emma 
married  Matthew  Cartright  Eoberts,  and  they  have  five 
children :  Emily,  Annie  Ruth,  Summerfield,  Matthew  C. 
and  lone. 

After  the  death  of  her  gallant  husband,  on  August  6, 
1901,  Mrs.  Griffith  continued  to  reside  in  Terrell  until 
her  death,  December  30,  1913,  after  a  short  illness.  She 
was  a  gracious  and  whole  souled  lady  and  had  a  host  of 
stanch  friends  in  the  community  where  she  passed  so 
many  years  of  her  life  and  where  she  was  long  identi- 
fied with  the  church  and  social  activities  there  carried  on. 

Julian  Campbell  Clopton.  Long  years  of  identifica- 
tion with  the  hotel  business  have  given  to  Julian  Camp- 
bell Clopton  a  reputation  as  a  host  with  the  traveling 
public  that  is  indeed  enviable,  and  his  own  native  busi- 
ness ability  has  been  the  cause  of  his  excellent  success. 
He  has  owned  and  operated  a  number  of  hotels  in  Fort 
Worth  and  in  other  parts  of  the  state  and  has  seen 
misfortune  in  his  day,  but  he  is  at  the  present  time  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  successful  and  prosperous  men 
of  the  city  and  there  is  every  reason  for  that  belief. 

A  Kentuckian  by  birth,  Julian  Canijibell  Clopton  was 
born  at  Jordan  Station,  Fulton  county,  Kentucky,  on 
May  28,  1875,  and  he  is  the  son  of  B.  M.  and  'Sally 
(Clopton)  Clopton,  both  of  Mississippi.  The  family, 
it  should  be  stated,  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  English  ones, 
dating  back  in  this  country  to  17.57,  when  the  first  of 
the  name  came  to  these  shores.  The  great-great-grand- 
father of  Mr.  Clopton,  Eeuben  Clopton,  was  the  son  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Hales)  Clopton,  who  were  the 
direct  descendants  of  Lord  and  Lady  Clopton  of  Eng- 
land, where  the  family  had  its  origin  in  the  fourteenth 
century,  the  first  mention  of  the  family  in  history  being 
in  the  year  1437,  and  members  of  the  house  of  Clopton 
being  oft  found  named  in  the  pages  of  the  early  history 
of  the  kingdom. 

Julian  Campbell  Clopton  attended  the  public  schools, 
but  did  not  complete  his  high  school  course.  He  was 
deflected  from  that  as  a  result  of  a  diflference  of  opinion 
with  his  father,  which  ended  in  the  boy  leaving  home,  and 
he  first  came  to  Texas  in  1889,  locating  at  Fort  Worth, 
which  he  has  made  his  home  ever  since.  His  first  enter- 
prise here  was  in  selling  papers  in  the  streets,  the  Fort 
Worth  Gazette  being  his  stock  in  trade,  and  lie  soon  estab- 
lished himself  as  a  reliable  business  boy,  with  a  paying 
route,  the  largest  in  the  city.  He  saved  money  at  this 
business,  continuing  for  eighteen  months,  when  he  took  a 
position  as  messenger  with  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad.  He 
remained  thus  occupied  but  a  short  time,  then  went  to 
East  Texas  and  worked  in  a  saw  mill  at  Montgomery 
for  the  firm  of  Montgomery  &  Bantley.  His  next  move 
took  him  back  to  the  employ  of  the  Santa  Fe  road,  in 
the  building  department,  and  he  was  thus  employed  in 
the  construction  of  bridges  for  about  two  years.  Fort 
Worth  at  this  juncture  again  claimed  his  notice  and  here 
he  took  employment  with  the  Metropolitan  Hotel  as  a 
night  clerk,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  two  years. 


then  becoming  chief  clerk  of  the  same  hotel.  This  was 
his  first  introduction  to  hotel  life  and  from  then  until 
the  present  time  he  has  been  continuously  identified  thus, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year,  when  he  terminated  his 
connection  with  the  Metropolitan  Hotel  and  going  to 
.St.  Louis  worked  for  the  E.  J.  &  E.  Shoe  Company.  On 
his  return  to  Fort  Worth  he  again  took  a  clerkship  at 
the  Metropolitan  Hotel,  remaining  for  a  year,  when  he 
bought  out  the  Harris  Hotel  at  Terrell,  Texas.  He  was 
without  capital  and  went  into  the  deal  largely  on  his 
nerve,  as  the  saying  goes,  but  he  made  money  and  met 
his  obligations  promptly  as  they  fell  due,  and  in  a  few 
years  sold  the  same  at  a  profit  and  went  to  Mineral 
Wells,  where  he  built  the  Oxford  Hotel.  This  hotel  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  the  disaster  finding  Mr.  Clopton  with- 
out insurance,  and  when  the  smoke  cleared  away  he 
found  himself  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  again  with  a 
cash  capital  of  thirty-five  dollars  in  his  pocket  and  a 
wife  and  baby  looking  to  him  for  maintenance.  He 
wasted  no  time  in  vain  regrets,  however,  as  many  a  less 
enterprising  man  might  have  done,  and  he  secured  em- 
ployment for  the  time  being  in  Watson's  Cafe  in  Fort 
Worth,  remaining  there  only  a  short  time. 

Mr.  Clopton  had  a  host  of  good  friends  in  the  city 
among  the  best  business  people  of  Fort  Worth  and  with 
the  backing  they  brought  to  his  aid  he  built  and  equipped 
the  Modern  Terminal  Hotel  opposite  the  Union  station 
in  Fort  Worth.  It  should  be  said  to  his  credit  that  in 
three  years'  time  Mr.  Clopton  had  met  and  cleared  away 
every  obligation  against  his  property,  leaving  him  sole 
owner  of  the  place,  and  in  1910  he  sold  the  property  to 
J.  E.  Hutt  &  Company,  after  which  he  joined  forces  with 
a  Mr.  Meacham,  and  together  they  bought  the  Siebold 
Hotel,  which  they  modernized  in  every  detail  from  cellar 
to  dome,  making  of  it  a  strictly  first  class  hotel.  Its 
cafe  is  known  to  be  the  rendezvous  of  the  best  people  in 
Fort  Worth  and  if  one  should  wish  to  locate  a  business 
man  in  the  city  during  luncheon  hours  one 's  first  guess 
is  Siebold 's  Cafe — and  one  need  go  no  further  as  a  rule. 

Mr.  Clopton  enjoys  the  genuine  confidence  of  the 
public  and  he  has  a  host  of  friends  in  the  city,  where 
he  is  known  to  be  one  of  the  most  popular  men  of  the 
community.  He  is  a  Mason  of  the  thirty-second  degree, 
with  affiliations  in  the  Shrine,  and  he  is  an  Elk  and  an 
Odd  Fellow  as  well. 

Miss  Alma  Craft  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Clopton, 
she  being  a  daughter  of  John  Craft  of  Mineral  Wells. 
They  have  two  children:  Marion  Elizabeth,  born  in 
Mineral  Wells,  September  20,  1907,  and  Julian  Campbell 
Clopton,  Jr.,  born  in  the  Siebold  Hotel,  Fort  Worth,  on 
.Tanuary  31,  1913. 

Joe  C.  Kerbey,  Jr.  One  of  the  leading  factors  in 
the  development  and  progress  of  Travis  county  is  the 
land  and  investment  firm  of  Joe  C.  Kerby  &  Company, 
which,  although  founded  only  seven  years  ago,  has  grown 
rapidly  into  a  recognized  force  in  its  particular  line. 
The  directing  head  of  this  business,  Joe  C.  Kerbey,  Jr.,  is 
one  of  Austin 's  progressive  and  energetic  young  men 
of  business,  who  has  won  a  place  for  himself  among 
the  substantial  men  of  his  community  by  his  inherent 
ability,  his  enthusiasm  and  his  wealth  of  modern  ideas. 
Mr.  Kerbey  was  born  at  Waukesha,  Wisconsin,  Septem- 
ber 4,  1883,  while  his  parents,  Joe  C.  and  Maria  (Mc- 
Fall)  Kerbey,  were  making  a  trip  to  the  North.  His 
father,  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1822,  left  home  as  a  boy 
and  for  a  time  lived  in  Arkansas,  but  in  1854  came  to 
Texas  and  resided  in  different  parts  of  the  state  until 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  between  the  states.  At  that 
time  he  became  connected  with  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment of  the  Confederacy,  with  headquarters  at  Tyler, 
Texas,  from  which  point  he  was  engaged  in  getting 
supplies  for  the  army  and  attending  to  the  forwarding 
of  the  same.  After  the  war  he  became  connected  with 
the  firm  of  C.  E.  Johns  &  Company,  in  their  land  busi- 
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neas,  and  remained  with  this  concern  until  January  1, 
1872.  Mr.  Kerbey  at  that  time  practically  retired  from 
active  business  affairs,  although  he  superintended  the 
management  of  the  lands  which  he  had  accumulated. 
His  death  occurred  in  1907,  when  he  was  eighty-five 
years  of  age.  Mr.  Kerbey  was  married  in  Tennessee 
to  Maria  McFall,  who  was  born  at  Columbia,  that  state, 
and  she  still  survives  and  is  now  making  her  home  in 
Austin.  Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kerbey,  namely:  Joe  C,  Jr.;  McFall,  born  in  1SS.5, 
educated  at  the  University  of  Texas,  where  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1908, 
and  now  at  Washington,  D.  C,  being  connected  with  the 
Washington  Herald,  was  married  in  January,  1911,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Waite  of  Yonkers,  New  York,  and  has 
one  daughter — Elizabeth;  and  Mary  Louise,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Arthur  L.  Skelley  of  Austin,  has  one  daughter — 
Mary  Louise. 

Joe  C.  Kerbey,  Jr.,  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Austin,  following  which  he  entered 
the  University  of  Texas.  Upon  his  graduation  there- 
from he  entered  the  banking  business  as  clerk  of  the 
Capitol  Bank  &  Trust  Company,  but  resigned  his  posi- 
tion at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and  in  1908  em- 
barked in  the  real  estate  and  investment  business, 
specializing  in  realty  at  Houston,  El  Paso  and  Austin. 
He  has  been  successful  in  building  up  a  large  business 
and  his  standing  in  realty  and  financial  circles  proves 
that  he  is  worthily  representing  the  honored  name  which 
he  bears.  He  is  a  member  of  Hill  City  Lodge,  No.  465, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Lone  Star  Chapter,  No.  6,  R.  A.  M.; 
Austin  Council,  No.  2,  B.  &  S.  M.,  and  Fidelity  Lodge 
of  Perfection,  No.  4,  A.  A.  &  S.  E.,  and  also  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Beta  Theta  Pi  fraternity.  Mr.  Kerbey  is 
unmarried.  He  maintains  well  appointed  offices  at  Nos. 
809-810  Scarborough  building  and  resides  at  No.  2610 
VVhitis  avenue. 

John  Cornelius  Florea.  A  lawyer  by  profession 
and  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Fort  Bend  County  bar, 
former  superintendent  of  the  county  schools  and  also 
honored  with  other  county  ofSces,  the  owner  of  a  large 
amount  of  property  in  which  he  is  interested  as  a  de- 
veloper, Mr.  Florea  is  for  these  substantial  reasons  and 
for  many  others  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  enter- 
prising citizens  of  Fort  Bend  county.  He  has  had  an 
interesting  and  varied  career  and  first  came  into  Texas 
as  a  school  teacher,  an  occupation  which  he  followed 
with  much  credit  for  some  years. 

John  Cornelius  Florea  was  born  in  Adams  county, 
Ohio,  in  November,  1866,  a  son  of  Hamilton  and  Adeline 
(Peterson)  Florea,  his  parents  being  natives  of  the  same 
county.  How  the  family  got  established  in  Ohio  would 
make  an  interesting  story  if  told  in  detail.  The  outline 
is  as  follows:  The  original  ancestors  of  the  Ploreas 
were  French  Huguenots,  who  fled  from  France  during 
the  era  of  persecution  and  settled  in  America.  The 
founder  of  the  American  branch  was  Jacob  Florea,  who 
was  the  great-great-grandfather  of  the  Richmond  lawyer. 
He  was  not  only  an  early  American  settler,  but  helped 
the  colonies  fight  in  their  struggle  for  independence 
against  Great  Britain.  His  son  Joshua,  the  next  in  the 
line  of  ancestry,  went  over  the  Alleghany  Mountains  into 
Kentucky  along  with  Daniel  Boone  and  other  pioneers 
of  that  territory.  It  was  in  Kentucky  that  Grandfather 
John  Florea  was  born.  The  father  of  John  had  received 
a  grant  of  land  in  Ohio  in  what  was  then  called  the 
northwest  territory,  and,  on  coming  of  age,  John  Florea 
located  upon  this  land  and  thus  established  his  family  in 
Adams  county.  Grandfather  John  Florea  had  all  the 
characteristics  of  a  true  pioneer,  was  a  man  strong  and 
rugged  physically  and  possessed  all  the  hardy  virtues  of 
the  best  men  of  his  time.  He  reared  fourteen  children 
to  maturity  and  he  himself  died  when  eighty-seven  years 
of  age.     Hamilton  Florea,  the  father,  spent  all  his  life 


as  a  farmer  and  lived  and  died  on  the  original  grant  of 
land  in  Ohio.  During  his  younger  days  he  taught  school 
and  was  always  a  hard  worker,  but  a  quiet  unassuming 
man  who  performed  his  duties  without  any  ostentation. 
His  wife 's  people  were  of  Danish  stock,  although  resi- 
dents in  America  for  several  generations. 

The  Richmond  lawyer  has  one  sister,  Ehoda  Ellen,  the 
wife  of  J.  il.  Wisecup  of  Highland  county,  Ohio.  Mr. 
John  C.  Florea  up  to  the  time  he  was  of  age  lived  on  his 
father 's  farm  and  learned  all  of  its  duties.  Many  a 
day  he  drove  an  ox  team  and  became  accustomed  to  the 
hardest  kind  of  work,  and  no  doubt  the  energy  and 
thriftiness  thus  installed  were  largely  responsible  for 
the  success  he  has  achieved  in  professional  and  business 
life.  The  common  schools  afforded  him  his  early  educa- 
tion and  he  attended  them  about  six  months  each  year. 
For  one  year  he  taught  his  home  school  and  then  worked 
his  way  through  the  Academy  at  North  Liberty,  Ohio. 
It  was  in  Missouri  where  he  and  three  other  young  men 
were  trying  an  experiment  by  themselves  and  kept  their 
own  house  while  doing  the  work  involved.  The  death 
of  his  father  recalled  Mr.  Florea  from  Missouri  and  he 
returned  and  settled  up  the  estate,  ne  then  entered  the 
noted  educational  institution  known  as  the  Holbrook 
School  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and  by  hard  work  paid  his  way 
through  that  school  and  was  graduated  with  three 
degrees.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been  engaged  as  a 
teacher  of  summer  normals  and  soon  afterward  came 
to  Houston,  Texas,  where  he  was  principal  of  one  of  the 
public  schools  for  one"  year. 

In  1893  Mr.  Florea  married  Miss  Jessie  Dunlop  of 
Houston.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Ella  Dunlop, 
who  were  early  settlers  of  Texas,  her  father  having 
served  from  this  state  in  the  war  as  a  Confederate 
soldier.  Somewhat  later  Mr.  Florea  left  Houston  with 
his  wife  and  settled  in  Port  Bend  county,  where  he 
bought  four  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres  of  land.  He 
still  owns  this  handsome  property  and  during  the  first 
seven  years  was  engaged  in  cultivating  it  as  a  practical 
planter.  Being  an  educator  of  experience  he  was  next 
honored  with  election  to  the  office  of  superintendent  of 
county  schools  and  supervised  the  county  school  system 
in  this  capacity  for  four  years.  In  the  meantime  he 
had  taken  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  since  which  time  he  has  had  an  office  in  Rich- 
mond and  has  enjoyed  a  splendid  practice.  In  1908  he 
was  elected  county  attorney  and  held  office  four  years 
and  during  his  residence  on  the  farm  had  served  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace.  Mr.  Florea  is  identified  with 
varied  interests  in  this  section  of  Texas.  About  the 
time  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  he  bought  the  newspaper 
known  as  the  Terns  Coaster,  a  weekly  paper,  in  which 
he  still  retains  a  half  interest.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Richmond  Development  Company  and  is  giving  much 
attention  to  the  improvements  of  his  own  property  In 
this  county.  The  five  children  of  himself  and  wife  are 
mentioned  as  follows:  Louise  Adeline,  tlie  "ife  of 
Joseph  Austin  of  Richmond;  Nellie  is  in  school  at 
Denton,  Texas;  Minnie,  George  Dunlap  and  Jesse  Mer- 
riam  are  all  at  home.  Mr.  Florea  and  wife  are  active 
members  of  the  Christian  church,  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  Mrs.  Florea  is  a  member  of  the  Daugh- 
ters of  the  Confederacy.  Mr.  Florea  is  a  keen  student 
of  men  and  affairs  and  whether  in  official  capacity  or 
as  a  private  citizen  has  always  maintained  a  deep  in- 
terest in  educational  activities.  He  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  brightest  men  in  Fort  Bend  county. 

Joel  R.  McGee,  M.  D.,  of  New  Boston,  Bowie  county, 
Texas,  belongs  to  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  the 
"Lone   Star  State." 

He  was  born  in  Bowie  county,  two  miles  south  of  the 
present  town  of  New  Boston,  in  1870,  son  of  J.  Tom  and 
Elizabeth  (McCright)  McGee.     J.  Tom  McGee  was  born 
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near  Eome,  Georgia,  in  1846,  and  in  1849  came  with 
his  father,  Joel  MeGee,  and  other  members  of  the  fam- 
ily', to  Texas.  The  family  settled  in  Cass  county,  which 
was  their  home  until  1859,  when  they  moved  to  Bowie 
county.  This  has  been  their  home  ever  since.  J.  Tom 
McGce,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  enlisted  in  the  Confed- 
erate army,  and  saw  one  year  of  active  service.  He  mar- 
ried soon  after  the  war,  and  with  the  passing  years  seven 
children  and  fifteen  grandchildren  were  given  to  them, 
all  of  whom  are  still  living,  with  one  exception — a 
grandchild  was  claimed  by  death  in  September,  1912. 

Joel  E.  JVIcGee  attended  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  county  and  the  New  Boston  high  school,  and  he 
also  pursued  a  course  of  study  at  the  Sam  Houston 
Normal  School  at  Huutsville,  of  which  institution  he  is 
a  graduate  with  the  class  of  1894.  Then  for  nine  years 
he  taught  school  in  Bowie  county.  Meanwhile  he  de- 
cided to  enter  the  medical  profession.  He  prepared  him- 
self for  this  work  at  the  University  of  Tennessee,  at 
Nashville,  where  he  graduated  from  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment in  1903.  Immediately  following  his  graduation, 
he  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  medicine  at  New 
Boston,  where  he  has  since  continued,  meeting  with 
that  success  which  his  thorough  equipment  and  earnest 
efforts  merit. 

Dr.  McGee,  like  all  progressive,  up-to-date  members  of 
his  profession,  has  identified  himself  with  numerous  fra- 
ternal organizations.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bowie 
County,  Northeast  Texas,  Texas  State,  and  American 
Medical  Associations. 

He  married,  in  Bowie  county,  Miss  Carrie  Eliza  Ellis, 
a  native  of  Illinois,  and  they  have  four  children:  Lillie, 
Joel  E.,  Jr.,  Mildred,  and  Ellis. 

Thomas  M.  Anderson.  One  of  the  pioneers  of  Goree, 
Texas,  and  one  of  the  men  whom  every  one  respects  and 
Ukes,  is  Thomas  M.  Anderson.  He  has  given  of  his  time 
and  energy  for  years  in  the  effort  to  build  up  this  section 
of  the  state  and  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  citizens 
Goree  has  ever  owned.  As  a  farmer  and  rancher  in  this 
section  Mr.  Anderson  early  realized  the  opportunities 
which  th^  country  offered  to  settlers,  and  he  has  been 
indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to  aid  in  its  development. 
He  is  now  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  loan  business 
and  has  made  a  decided  success  of  this  business. 

Thomas  M.  Anderson  was  born  in  Gilmer  county, 
Georgia,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1869.  He  grew  up  in  his 
native  state  and  received  his  elementary  eilucation  in  the 
public  schools  of  Georgia.  He  then  took  a  course  in 
Cumberland  College,  in  Murray  county,  Georgia.  When 
he  completed  this  work  he  was  only  sixteen  years  of  age, 
but  he  was  mature  for  his  years  and  a  fine  student,  so 
he  was  oft'ered  a  position  as  a  teacher  in  Marion  county, 
Tennessee.  After  one  year  as  a  teacher  he  returned  to 
his  home  in  Georgia,  but  only  remained  there  for  a 
short  time  before  he  went  to  Kansas.  He  followed  farm- 
ing and  the  cattle  business  in  this  state  for  a  few 
months  and  then  came  to  Texas.  After  coming  to  the 
latter  state  he  taught  school  for  seven  terms  and  then 
settled  down  to  farming  and  cattle  raising  in  Knox 
county,  where  he  had  been  teaching  school.  It  was  in 
1885  that  he  came  to  Texas,  at  a  time  when  this  section 
was  in  a  very  crude  and  undeveloped  state,  and  he  has 
lived  here  ever  since,  and  has  been  one  of  the  leaders 
in  the  marvelous  development  that  has  taken  place.  He 
has  followed  farming  and  stock  raising  during  all  these 
years,  and  now  operates  a  farm  three  miles  from  Goree. 
In  1908  he  established  his  present  office  and  is  now  doing 
a  prosperous  business  in  real  estate,  insurance  and  loans. 

Mr.  Anderson  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic'  party 
and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  polities  where 
local  matters  have  been  concerned.  He  was  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  eighteen  years  and  for  four  years  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners.  In  re- 
ligious matters  Mr.  Anderson  leans  toward  the  Metho- 
dist   Church,   but   he    is   a   supporter   of   all    denomina- 


tions. In  the  fraternal  world  he  is  a  member  of  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Pellows,  being  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  this  order  in  the  county.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  of  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  As  a  member  of 
the  Commercial  Club  his  judgment  and  experience  have 
been  of  much  benefit  to  the  work  of  this  organization. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  married  to  Miss  Nolle  Gilliland,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Gilliland,  of  Knox 
county,  on  the  3d  of  October,  1907,  the  marriage  taking 
place  in  Knox  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  have  two 
children,  both  of  whom  are  girls,  namely,  Montie  and 
Tommie. 

E.  L.  McMeans,  M.  D.  Now  regarded  as  one  of  the 
best  physicians  in  Amarillo  in  point  of  ability  and  extent 
of  practice.  Dr.  McMeans  has  been  identified  with  his 
profession  in  this  state  for  about  twenty-four  years. 
His  success  has  been  due  to  hard  study  and  application 
of  all  the  energies  he  possesses,  and  from  the  first  he 
has  aimed  at  the  highest  ideals  of  professional  service. 

Dr.  McMeans  was  born  at  Palestine,  Texas,  Septem- 
ber 9,  1866,  a  son  of  James  L.  and  Alexena  (Eicks) 
McMeans.  His  father,  a  native  of  Alabama,  came  to 
Texas  in  1854,  locating  in  Anderson  county,  where  he 
followed  with  considerable  success  the  occupation  of 
farmer  and  stock  raiser.  His  death  occurred  in  1895 
at  Palestine,  when  he  was  seventy-five  years  of  age,  and 
he  was  buried  at  that  city.  The  mother  also  a  native  of 
Alabama  received  her  education  and  was  married  in 
that  state  and  is  now  living  with  her  son  in  Galveston, 
Judge  S.  A.  McMeans  of  the  court  of  civil  appeals. 
Ten  children  comprised  the  family,  of  whom  the  doctor 
'was  the  youngest. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools  during  his  boy- 
hood and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  left  home  and  has 
since  fought  his  own  way  to  the  top.  He  finally  on  means 
acquired  by  his  own  efforts  entered  the  Beaumont  Medi- 
cal College  of  St.  Louis,  where  he  was  graduated  M.  D. 
in  1889.  The  first  five  years  of  his  professional  career 
were  spent  in  the  railway  hospitals  at  Palestine  and 
Tyler,  Texas,  and  he  established  himself  in  general  prac- 
tice at  Piano,  where  he  remained  for  twelve  years.  In 
1906  he  came  to  Amarillo,  and  since  that  time  has  en- 
joyed an  excellent  genera!  practice.  The  doctor  is  a 
member  of  the  county  and  state  medical  societies  and 
the  American  Medical  Association,  and  is  lecturer  in 
the  nurses'  school  of  St.  Anthony's  Sanitarium  of 
Amarillo,  and  at  the  present  time  is  serving  as  county 
physician  of  Potter  county. 

Dr.  McMeans  is  a  Democrat,  and  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church.  He  is  prominent  in  Masonry,  having 
taken  all  the  degrees  in  the  York  Eite,  including  the 
Commandery  and  Shrine,  Hella  Temple,  Dallas,  Texas, 
and  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  At 
Childress,  Texas,  in  July,  1904,  he  married  Miss  Annett 
H.  Harris,  whose  parents  are  now  living  in  San  Antonio. 
Dr.  McMeans  is  a  director  of  the  Amarillo  Bankers  & 
Trust  Company.  He  is  fond  of  outdoor  life  and  recrea- 
tion and  has  a  broad  acquaintance  throughout  Potter 
county. 


James  G.  Wright,  M.  D.  A  successful  practice  as  a 
physician  and  surgeon  at  Big  Springs  for  the  past 
twelve  or  thirteen  years  has  made  Dr.  Wright  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  that  place  and  aside  from  the 
duties  connected  with  a  large  medical  practice  he  is  a 
valuable  worker  in  the  community,  and  maintains  a 
public  spirited  attitude  toward  all  undertakings  for  the 
general  welfare. 

Dr.  James  G.  Wright  was  born  December  8,  1867,  at 
Searcy,  Arkansas.  His  parents  were  Thomas  D.  and 
Mary  Elizabeth  Wright.  On  the  father 's  side  the  an- 
cestry is  Irish,  and  on  the  mother's  German,  and  the 
father  belonged  to  an  old  southern  family  which  o^vned 
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slaves  and  large  estates  before  the  war.  Thomas  D. 
Wright  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  whence  he  moved  to 
Searcy,  Arkansas,  and  spent  more  than  forty  years  at 
Searcy,  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  as  a  physician 
and  surgeon.  He  had  moved  to  Searcy  when  he  was 
about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  continued  there  a  few 
years  when  he  came  to  Texas  where  he  lived  until  his 
death,  at  66  years  of  age.  There  were  seventeen  chil- 
dren in  his  family,  twelve  by  the  first  marriage  and  five 
by  the  second,  and  Dr.  James  G.  was  the  eighth  in  order 
of  birth,  among  the  first  family.  At  the  present  time 
there  are  five  of  the  first  family,  and  three  of  the  sec- 
ond still  living.  The  family  moved  from  Arkansas  to 
Texas  in  1S74,  spending  one  year  in  Johnson  county, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1875  moving  to  Brownwood,  Texas, 
where  the  parents  both  died. 

James  G.  Wright  had  his  education  chiefly  in  the 
public  schools  of  Texas,  and  early  turned  his  attention 
to  the  profession  which  his  father  had  followed  with 
such  distinction  and  success.  He  completed  his  medical 
studies  in  the  University  of  Tennessee,  in  the  medical 
department  located  at  Kashville,  where  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1896  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  is  a  pro- 
gressive physician  and  has  never  been  entirely  satisfied 
with  his  attainments  and  is  the  kind  of  man  who  would 
never  lose  ambition  for  higher  accomplishment  in  the 
line  of  his  profession.  Since  taking  his  regular  medical 
degree,  he  has  studied  as  a  post-graduate  in  the  Post 
Graduate  School  of  Chicago,  in  1899,  and  in  1905  pur- 
sued further  courses  in  the  Chicago  Polyclinic.  His  first 
practice  was  at  May,  Texas,  where  he  remained  from 
1893  to  1900,  and  in  the  latter  year  located  at  Big 
Springs,  where  he  has  enjoyed  a  large  practice  to  the- 
present  time. 

The  doctor  has  been  a  staunch  Democrat  since  easting 
his  first  vote,  and  is  alBliated  with  the  Masonic  Order, 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World.  At  Brownwood,  Texas,  Julv  IS, 
1891,  Dr.  Wright  married  Miss  Sarah  0.  Carter,  daugh- 
ter of  J.  I.  Carter.  Her  father  was  a  substantial  farmer 
of  Brown  county,  and  is  now  deceased.  Her  mother 
lived  in  the  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  and  is  seventy- 
three  years  of  age,  yet  well  preserved  and  a  cheerful  old 
lady.  Dr.  Wright  and  wife  have  four  children,  whose 
names  are  Altus,  Vivian,  Inez  and  Ona.  The  children 
in  age  range  from  twenty  to  fourteen  years,  and  all  are 
in  school  except  the  second  boy,  who  is  now  a  drug  clerk. 

William  Lucius  Adkins.  By  more  than  thirty-five 
years  of  successful  practice  as  a  lawyer  and  by  varied 
and  important  relations  with  local  affairs,  William  L. 
Adkins  is  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Colorado 
county,  and  both  for  his  own  career  and  that  of  his 
family  it  is  appropriate  to  give  some  place  in  these 
biographical  annals  of  Texas. 

William  Lucius  Adkins  was  born  on  the  Colorado  river 
in  Colorado  county,  October  18,  1859,  a  son  of  Dr.  W. 
L.  and  Susan  (Munn)  Adkins,  the  father  a  native  of 
Georgia  and  the  latter  of  Alabama.  Great-grandfather 
Daniel  Adkins  came  to  the  Georgia  colony  with  James 
Oglethorpe,  and  his  name  appears  on  the  records  of  the 
Second  Baptist  church  of  Georgia  as  deacon  in  1779. 
Through  the  various  generations  have  appeared  many 
men  successful  as  planters,  doctors  and  Baptist  preach- 
ers. Grandfather  John  F.  Adkins  followed  his  son  to 
Texas,  bringing  his  slaves,  and  was  known  through  the 
rest  of  his  life  as  a  leading  planter. 

Dr.  W.  L.  Adkins,  father  of  the  Columbus  lawyer,  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  physicians  of  Texas,  having  come  to 
the  Republic  in  1837  and  settling  at  LaGrange  in  Fay- 
ette county.  After  a  number  of  years'  practice  in  that 
locality,  ill  the  early  fifties  he  moved  to  Colorado  county 
and  spent  the  rest  of  his  days  there.  He  was  a  man  of 
wealth,  at  one  time  owned  forty-five  thousand  acres  of 
land  in  Colorado  county,  and  was  one  of  the  largest 
planters.     Though  a  slave  holder,  he  did  not  believe  that 


human  slavery  could  result  in  ultimate  good,  and  also 
believed  in  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  and  accordingly 
voted  against  secession.  During  the  Mexican  war  he  had 
enlisted  with  a  regiment  from  Texas.  Dr.  Adkins  died 
in  1861,  about  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  his  wife 
survived  him  about  ten  years. 

William  L.  Adkins  was  educated  in  the  local  schools 
of  Fayette  county  and  in  the  Military  Institute  at 
Austin.  In  early  manhood  he  married  Miss  Jeannie 
Bowers,  who  was  born  at  Columbus,  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
John  H.  Bowers. 

The  career  of  Dr.  John  H.  Bowers  deserves  more  than 
passing  notice.  Born  in  Alsace,  then  a  Province  of 
France,  he  died  at  Columbus,  Texas,  when  almost  ninety 
years  of  age.  While  a  student  at  Mulhausen  University, 
he  was  one  of  the  students  body  delegated  to  attend 
the  funeral  of  Marquis  de  LaFayette  in  1834.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  left  France,  traveled  in  India  and 
China,  and  while  in  the  Orient  had  considerable  experi- 
ence in  treating  Asiatic  cholera.  He  brought  with  him 
to  Texas  a  chest  of  medicines,  which  had  been  presented 
him  by  an  English  military  officer,  and  these  medicines 
proved  an  invaluable  aid  to  him  while  treating  the 
cholera  epidemic  in  Texas  in  1851.  Dr.  Bowers  landed 
at  New  York  in  1836,  and  traveled  around  by  sea  to 
Galveston.  In  his  professional  capacity  his  services 
were  given  to  many  of  the  most  prominent  early  Texans, 
including  General  Sam  Houston  and  the  second  Mrs. 
Houston,  besides  many  other  notable  characters  of  the 
era  of  the  Republic.  He  made  the  acquaintance  of 
General  Santa  Ana  and  Col.  Almonte  while  they  were 
prisoners  in  Texas,  and  Gen.  Santa  Ana  some  years 
later  invited  Dr.  Bowers  to  visit  him  in  Mexico  City. 
Dr.  Bowers  was  a  fine  type  of  the  pioneer  physician,  dis- 
regarding all  personal  inconveniences  and  hardships  and 
dangers  in  attending  his  patients,  and  it  is  said  that 
in  the  early  days  he  made  several  trips  between  Galves- 
ton and  Brownsville,  at  a  time  when  the  greater  portion 
of  that  distance  was  a  wilderness  and  infested  with 
Indians  and  outlaws.  He  had  arrived  in  Texas  shortly 
after  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  was  attached  to  Hous- 
ton 's  army  for  a  time,  and  also  saw  service  in  the  Mex- 
ican war. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Adkins  was  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  for  several  years  at  Columbus,  and  studied 
law  in  the  offices  of  Ma.ior  Ford  and  AVells  Thompson. 
Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1887,  he  began  practice  at 
Columbus,  and  has  for  many  years  had  a  position  as  one 
of  the  leading  lawyers  in  his  part  of  the  state.  He  has 
also  given  political  service,  having  served  as  county 
chairman,  as  Democratic  Congressional  chairman,  repre- 
sented Columbus  county  in  the  Twenty-second  Legisla- 
ture, was  presidential  elector  on  the  Alton  B.  Parker 
ticket  in  1904,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  con- 
vention which  nominated  William  J.  Bryan  the 'second 
time.  Mr.  Adkins  is  the  owner  of  a  large  amount  of 
land  in  Colorado  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adkins  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  John 
Bowers  Adkins.  With  his  wife  Mr.  Adkins  has  mem- 
bership in  the  Baptist  church,  that  denomination  having 
claimed  the  representatives  of  the  Adkins  family  for 
many  generations. 

Major  James  Shepherd  Grinnan.  When  Ma.ior  Grin- 
nan  died  in  Terrell  a  few  years  ago,  it  was  said  that  no 
other  contemporary  had  done  so  much  to  enrich  his  com- 
munitv  in  those  elements  which  make  for  civic  whole- 
someness  and  material  prosperity.  Such  a  citizen  was 
an  honor  to  Texas  history,  and  the  brief  synopsis  of  his 
genealogy  and  career  in  suceeding  paragraphs,  is  but  a 
meagre  memorial  to  one  whose  life  left  much  that  was 
practical  in  its  accomplishments  and  inspiring  in  its 
character. 

Although  a  Texan  by  adoption,  Ma.ior  Grinnan  was  a 
Virginian  by  birth,  born  near  the  historic  town  of  Cul- 
pepper, January  2,  1838.     Major  Grinnan 's  grandfather, 
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Daniel  Grianan  settled  in  Culpepper  county  in  17Gi  on  a 
farm  purchased  from  Governor  Spotswood.  "With  hi3 
son  John  he  fought  in  the  Bevolutionary  -svar,  taking 
part  in  the  battle  of  Guilford  Courthouse.  This  same 
Dan  Grinnan  was  a  surveyor  of  Culpepper  county,  and 
in  one  of  his  surveys  was  associated  with  George  Wash- 
ington. 

Major  Grinnan  was  the  son  of  William  Stewart  Grin- 
nan  and  Mary  Edmondson  Welch.  His  father  was  twice 
married,  the  first  time  to  Miss  Shepherd,  a  niece  of 
President  Madison,  the  marriage  taking  place  in  Mont- 
pelier,  Madison 's  country  home.  To  this  union  were 
born  two  sons,  James  and  Shepherd,  after  whom  Major 
Grinnan  was  named,  and  a  daughter  Frances.  To  his 
second  wife,  Mary  Edmondson  Welch  were  born  eight 
sons  and  one  daughter.  The  only  ones  besides  the  major 
to  live  and  marry  were  Mary  Elizabeth  Grinnan  Nelson, 
and  William  Welch  Grinnan. 

Three  of  Major  Grinnan  's  brothers  gave  their  lives  a 
willing  sacrifice  to  the  south  and  her  rights.  In  1860, 
even  before  the  Confederacy  was  organi2ed,  James  S. 
Grinnan  as  a  private  soldier  joined  the  Culpepper  min- 
utemen,  the  same  company  in  which  his  great-grand- 
father served  during  the  Bevolutionary  war.  He  served 
under  General  A.  P.  Hill,  was  with  General  Stonewall 
Jackson  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  also  served  under  J.  E. 
B.  Stuart.  After  Stuart's  death  he  was  appointed,  by 
the  secretary  of  the  Confederacy,  Col.  Crump,  receiv- 
ing the  indorsement  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  to  a 
position  in  the  secret  service;  it  being  his  duty  to  keep 
open  the  communication  between  Lee's  army  and  the 
Trans-Mississippi  department.  In  this  capacity  he  acted 
as  messenger,  financial  and  confidcnti.nl  agent  in  touch 
and  communication  with  the  army  and  cabinet  of  the 
Confederacy.  In  the  discharge  of  these  duties,  lie  made 
thirteen  trips  across  the  Jlississippi  river  and  back, 
.twenty-six  trips  in  all,  carrying  money  and  dispatches 
from  President  Davis'  headquarters.  He  also  made 
two  trips  through  Texas  and  into  Mexico.  At  the  time 
of  the  surrender  he  was  on  his  way  to  Mexico  again,  but 
went  to  New  York  and  sailed  for  Europe  instead,  where 
he  remained  eight  months. 

Early  after  the  opening  of  hostilities  his  keen  busi- 
ness foresight  caused  him  to  remove  the  earnings  of  his 
young  manhood  from  the  dangers  and  uncertainty  of  his 
surroundings  to  the  Bank  of  England,  and  it  was  for  this 
reason,  as  well  as  to  watch  developments  in  the  first 
days  of  reconstruction  that  he  went  abroad. 

On  his  return,  having  in  his  trip  through  Texas  been 
impressed  with  the  bright  future  in  store  for  the  Lone 
Star  state,  he  settled  in  Texas.  He  located  at  Tyler,  go- 
ing into  business  with  his  brother  Welch  Grinnan,  who 
remained  there  until  his  death  in  1898.  In  1868  Major 
Grinnan  moved  into  Jefferson,  Texas,  where  he  went 
into  business  with  Mr.  Wayland,  afterwards  Senator 
Wayland.  In  1872  Major  Grinnan  engaged  in  the  bank- 
ing and  cotton  commission  business  in  Galveston,  the 
firm  being  known  as  Grinnan,  Wayland  &  Duval.  In 
1878  he  removed  to  Kaufman  county,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death  .luly  29,  1907,  in  Terrell. 

A  great  advocate  of  public  education,  he  was  foremost 
in  the  organization  of  the  Terrell  Public  Schools,  and 
was  president  of  the  first  board.  It  was  perhaps  more 
to  his  efforts  than  to  any  other's  that  Terrell  secured 
the  location  of  the  North  Texas  Hospital  for  the  Insane. 
He  served  on  the  board  of  directors  of  that  institution 
as  president  through  the  Ireland,  Boss,  Culberson  and 
Sayers  administrations,  and  was  also  on  the  board  under 
the  Lnnhain  administration.  Major  Grinnan  acted  as 
vestryman  of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  from  the 
date  of  its  founding  until  a  few  years  before  his  death. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order.  During 
his  residence  in  Galveston  he  was  offered  the  nomination 
of  state  senator  by  the  Democrats  of  the  district,  the 
Eepublicans   offering   to   make   no   opposition    if   he   ac- 


the  request  of  his  wife 


cepted  the  nomination,  but, 
declined  the  honor. 

He  was  a  man  of  strong  and  forceful  personality,  with 
a  keen  sense  of  humor,  a  Chesterfield  in  manner,  and 
public  spirited.  During  the  thirty  years  prior  to  his 
death  there  was  scarcely  a  movement  of  a  public  nature 
in  which  he  did  not  figure  conspicuously.  As  a  leader  in 
public  matters,  his  sound  judgment  and  unselfish  spirit 
always  won  for  him  the  full  confidence  and  support  of 
his  own  community.  His  zeal,  enthusiasm  and  intelli- 
gent public  effort  did  more  for  the  advancement  of  the 
town  in  which  he  lived  than  could  be  credited  to  any 
other  one  citizen.  Always  liberal,  he  responded  promptly 
to  every  public  need.  Major  Grinnan  was  known  through- 
out the  state,  where  he  was  respected  and  revered  as  he 
was  at  home.  High  in  moral  standing,  firm  in  his  be- 
lief of  what  was  right,  he  was  tender,  devoted,  and 
lavish  in  his  home.  Though  sorrow  touched  him  uiany 
times,  he  always  maintained  the  same  calm,  dignified 
bearing  and  the  same  cheerful  outlook  for  the  future. 
He  died  confident  in  his  God  and  resting  in  His  jiromises. 
During  his  residence  in  Tyler,  in  1868,  he  married 
Miss  Disha  Belzora  Ham,  a  native  of  the  town  and  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Frederick  Jourdon  Ham  and  Lueinda 
Wells  Ham.  Mr.  Ham  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  but 
moved  to  Texas  in  the  early  days.  He  was  a  man  of  edu- 
cation and  refinement,  fond  of  reading,  of  quiet  bearing, 
but  of  the  most  unflinching  courage.  It  was  said  of  him 
that  "his  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond."  He  was  a  civil 
engineer,  and  accumulated  a  comfortable  fortune  Ju  tlie 
pursuit  of  his  profession.  He  died  on  his  plautation, 
near  Tyler,  in  1855.  Mrs.  Ham  died  in  1914  at  the  age 
of  eighty-six  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  P.  C. 
Coleman  of  Colorado,  Texas,  formerly  Miss  Lucy  Ham, 
one  of  Texas'  most  noted  belles.  Mrs.  Ham  is  the 
daughter  of  Colonel  Eice  Wells,  a  banker  of  Brandon, 
Mississippi.  He  was  a  colonel  in  the  war  of  1812,  fight- 
ing the  battle  of  New  Orleans  under  Andrew  Jackson. 
He  moved  to  Texas  during  the  Eepublic,  settling  in  Har- 
rison county  in  1842,  afterwards  moving  to  Smith  county. 
He  died  in  Starville,  and  has  a  great  number  of  descend- 
ants in  this  state. 

Mrs.  Grinnan  died  at  Broadlands,  the  country  home, 
in  1895.  She  left  eight  children  to  mourn  her  loss: 
Libbie,  Mrs.  L.  E.  Griffith  (nfiw  deceased),  who  was  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Janie  Belle  and  Libby  Lueinda  Griffith; 
James  Shepherd,  who  married  Miss  Bertha  Dollahite  of 
Terrell;  Lucile,  now  Mrs.  William  H.  Lyon;  Frederick 
Ham  and  Helen  Benners,  both  of  whom  died  in  1904; 
Belle  Shortridge,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Martin,  who  had  two 
children,  Frank  and  James  Grinnan;  Louis  Porter,  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Genevieve  Manning;  and  Kate  Nadine,  who 
died  in  1910. 

The  two  sons  are  engaged  in  business  in  Terrell. 
James,  like  his  forebears,  responding  to  his  country's 
call,  took  part  in  the  Spanish-American  war  and  went 
to  Cuba  with  Hood's  Immunes.  He  is  a  vestryman  of 
the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  a  member  of  the  Asy- 
lum board,  and  also  a  member  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee of  the  Democratic  party  of  Texas,  and  is  a  thirtv- 
seeond  degree  Mason.  Louis  is  also  a  thirty-second  de- 
gree Mason,  is  prominent  in  social  circles,  and  is  a 
noted  globe-trotter. 

J.  B.  Irvine.  In  the  death  of  J.  B.  Irvine,  which  oc- 
curred during  a  temporary  residence  at  Mineral  Wells 
on  September  13,  1911,  the  city  of  Sherman  and  Grayson 
county  were  deprived  of  a  citizen  whose  influence  and 
character  they  could  ill  afford  to  lose.  He  had  for  many 
years  been  a  business  man  and  farmer  ,'ni<l  stockman  in 
the  vicinity  of  Sherman,  but  his  success  in  material  di- 
rections was  perhaps  less  important  to  his  fellowmen 
than  his  devotion  to  civic  ideals  and  service,  and  his 
unflinching  integrity  in  every  relation  with  society,  com- 
munity and  church. 

J.  B.  Irvine  was  born  at  Timber  Bidge,  Virginia,  July 
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30,  1853,  and  was  fifty-eight  years  of  age  when  he  died. 
He  came  to  Texas  in  1883,  first  locating  at  San  Marcos, 
but  a  year  later  moved  to  Sherman,  locating  in  the  Fair- 
view  addition  to  that  city.  For  some  years  he  was 
identified  with  the  packing  house  market  business  in 
Sherman,  and  later  turned  most  of  his  attention  to  the 
supervision  of  a  large  farm  west  of  the  city.  He  was 
the  youngest  in  a  family  of  five  daughters  and  two  sons, 
whose  parents  were  William  F.  and  Christiann  (Berry) 
Irvine,  his  father  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  his 
mother  of  Virginia.  The  Irvine  family  has  for  a  number 
of  generations  been  established  in  America,  and  has 
furnished  a  number  of  prominent  names,  including  a 
general  of  colonial  troops  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
The  late  Mr.  Irvine  's  father  was  a  Pennsylvania  farmer. 
J.  B.  Irvine  was  reared  and  educated  in  Virginia  and 
was  married  in  that  state  to  Miss  Ella  Wilson,  whose 
parents  were  Robert  T.  and  Eliza  (Ingles)  Wilson.  Her 
parents  were  both  natives  of  Virginia,  and  the  Wilson 
and  Ingles  families  had  settled  in  that  old  colony  at  a 
very  early  date  and  secured  their  land  direct  from  the 
Indians.  In  1850  the  Wilson  family  moved  to  Knox- 
ville,  Tennessee,  where  Mrs.  Irvine  was  born  March  13, 
1853,  being  the  fourth  of  nine  children,  six  daughters 
and  three  sons.  Of  these,  besides  Mrs.  Irvine,  the  only 
survivors  are:  Mrs.  Ida  Fultz,  of  Rockbridge  county, 
Virginia;  Mrs.  W.  F.  Bonds,  of  Quay,  New  Mexico,  and 
Miss  Nora  Ingles  Wilson,  a  trained  nurse  living  at 
Roanoke,  Virginia. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Irvine  and  wife  were  born 
the  following  children:  A.  Percy,  born  at  Lexington,  Vir- 
ginia, March  22,  1876,  is  unmarried  and  is  a  prospector 
living  at  Glendale,  Arizona.  Sid  H.,  born  at  Lexington, 
Virginia,  September  8,  1877,  is  unmarried  and  is  man- 
ager for  the  N.  K.  Fairbanks  Company  at  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  John  Kyle,  born  at  Lexington,  Virginia,  on 
August  30,  1879,  died  as  a  result  of  injuries  received  in 
the  cyclone  at  Sherman  in  1896.  Janie  Ingles,  born 
May  13,  1881,  at  Timber  Ridge,  Virginia,  was  married 
December  14,  1904,  to  W.  R.  Greer,  a  merchant  at  Bowie, 
Texas,  and  they  have  one  son,  Rudy  Irvine,  now  five 
years  of  age.  Maggie  S.,  born  at  San  Marcos,  Texas, 
January  21,  1883,  was  married  March  22,  1905,  to  Dr. 
C.  J.  Colling,  lives  in  Sherman  and  has  two  children, 
Margaret  and  Beverly.  Ross  A.,  born  April  22,  1885, 
at  Sherman,  married  November  14,  1907,  to  Gertrude 
Barthlow,  a  native  of  Sherman.  Nellie  Joe,  born  Janu- 
ary 13,  1887,  at  Sherman,  was  married  December  27, 
1913,  to  Guy  Bounds,  a  rancher  of  El  Paso  county  and 
a  son  of  Ed  Bounds  proprietor  of  the  Circle  Ranch. 
Marv  M.,  born  December  5,  1888,  at  Sherman,  was  mar- 
ried" April  20,  1912,  to  Osgood  Campbell,  ticket  agent 
and  rating  clerk  for  the  Missouri  Kansas  and  Texas 
Railroad  at  Sherman,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Eliza- 
beth Berry,  born  July  14,  1913.  Robbie,  the  ninth  child, 
died  in  infancy.  Charles  W.,  born  April  19,  1891,  now 
farmer  and  managing  his  mother 's  atf airs,  was  married 
September  25,  1913,  to  Miss  Mattie  Miller,  a  native  of 
Sherman.  Miss  Bess,  born  April  12,  1893,  at  Sherman, 
lives  at  home.  Miss  Euth,  the  youngest,  was  born  the 
twelfth  child  on  the  twelfth  day  of  the  twelfth  month 
in  1897  and  is  now  a  student  in  the  Sherman  High  School. 

While  the  business  relations  of  the  late  Mr.  Irvine 
were  of  a  successful  character,  the  more  important  fea- 
ture of  his  career  was  his  attitude  toward  eommvmity 
and  the  moral  and  religious  affairs.  After  his  death  a 
tribute  came  from  Mr.  P.  W.  Home,  at  one  time  super- 
intendent of  the  Sherman  schools,  and  now  at  the  head 
of  the  public  school  system  of  Houston,  and  from  his 
letter,  published  at  the  time,  will  be  found  the  most 
salient  characteristics  of  this  sterling  Sherman  citizen : 

"During  the  seven  years  that  I  had  the  privilege  of 
being  superintendent  of  the  city  schools  of  Sherman, 
there  was  no  man  who  stood  by  me  more  faithfully  than 
did  he,  or  who  contributed  more  to  the  educational 
upbuilding  of   Sherman.     Mr.   Irvine   always   stood   for 


the  thing  that  he  believed  to  be  right.  Like  all  the 
rest  of  us,  it  was  at  any  time  possible  that  he  might 
be  mistaken;  but,  if  he  believed  a  thing  to  be  right  and 
just,  he  had  not  the  slightest  hesitancy  in  saying  so  in 
unmistakable  terms.  He  had  the  courage  of  his  convic- 
tions, he  was  not  afraid  to  fight,  if  need  be,  for  what 
he  considered  the  right.  More  than  this",  he  had  a 
kindly,  sympathetic  heart.  If  any  question  arose  in  the 
administration  of  the  schools,  he  always  leaned  toward 
the  side  of  kindness  and  of  mercy.  »  »  *  When  he 
thought  that  a  certain  course  would  stand  for  the  moral 
and  religious  upbuilding  of  his  town,  he  stood  for  that 

' '  He  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  loved  his  church  dearly;  but  he  never  al- 
lowed a  sectarian  influence  to  bias  his  vote  on  any 
school  question.  He  had  his  political  views,  but  what 
they  were  no  one  could  ever  have  decided  by  a  scrutiny 
of  his  school  record.  As  a  member  of  the  board  he 
stood  for  the  entire  town  and  not  for  any  one  portion 
of  it. 

' '  It  has  been  my  pleasure  in  the  last  twenty  years  to 
know  a  number  of  good,  strong  men  who  made  excellent 
members  of  a  board  of  education,  as  well  as  a  very  few 
who  did  not.  In  all  this  number  I  never  knew  one  who 
surpassed  J.  B.  Irvine  in  his  unfaltering  devotion  to  the 
duties  of  his  office  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  children 
under  his  charge.  In  this  particular  he  has  had  a  few 
equals,  but  no  superior.  «  *  *  j£e  will  be  missed  in 
his  community,  in  his  church,  and  most  of  all  in  his 
family.  He  will  be  deeply  missed  by  many  men  scat- 
tered over  a  wide  extent  of  territory,  and  among  these 
latter  I  am  one. ' ' 

Ripley  H.  Huntek,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  well-known  and 
successful  physicians  of  Bullard,  has  practiced  his  pro- 
fession in  Smith  county,  Texas,  for  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  and  is  identified  with  some  of  the  county's 
industrial  and  financial  institutions,  being  president  "of 
the  Citizens'  State  Bank  of  Bullard  and  also  of  the 
Bullard  Lace  Leather  Company.  He  was  born  near 
Farmington,  Marshall  county,  'Tennessee,  December  20, 
1858,  a  son  of  James  N.  and  Cynthia  (Hayes)  Hunter. 
His  paternal  great-grandfather  came  from  Ireland  at 
a  comparatively  early  day  and  settled  near  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  and  his  grandfather,  Ephraim  Hunter, 
was  one  of  the  first  generation  descended  from  this  Irish 
emigrant.  Ephraim  Hunter  married  a  Miss  Bishop,  and 
their  children  were  James  N.,  who  was  born  in  1815; 
Thomas,  Jasper,  Henry,  and  Lizzie,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Pope  Dryden.  Dr.  Hunter 's  maternal  ancestry 
can  be  traced  back  to  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
North  Carolina. 

James  N.  Hunter  was  a  man  of  modest  ambition,  a 
quiet,  unassuming  citizen,  who  engaged  in  farming  and 
mercantile  pursuits  at  Farmington,  Tennessee,  where  he 
died  in  1889.  For  many  years  prior  to  his  death  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  took 
a  commendable  interest  in  promoting  its  good  works. 
His  widow  is  still  living,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  Their  children  were  Virginia,  who  married 
W.  C.  Adams  and  died  at  Farmington;  Sallie,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  W.  K.  Long  of  that  place;  Dora,  who  died 
in  Farmington  as  the  wife  of  T.  G.  Slate;  Alice,  who  is 
now  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Culbertson  of  Farmington;  Dr. 
Ripley  H. ;  Etta,  who  married  a  man  named  Roberts  and, 
after  his  death,  became  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Boren,  is 
now  deceased;  Lula,  who  married  L.  M.  Bell  and  died 
at  Louisburg,  Tennessee. 

In  his  boyhood  and  youth  Dr.  Hunter  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantages of  both  country  and  town  life,  his  early  years 
being  passed  on  his  father's  farm  and  in  the  little  city 
of  Farmington.  After  acquiring  an  academic  education, 
he  taught  for  some  time  in  the  country  schools,  and  then 
began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  preceptorship  of 
Dr.   W.   C.   Ransom  at  Farmington.     Here   he   was   pre- 
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pared  for  entrance  to  the  medical  department  of  Van- 
derbilt  University,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  where  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1883.  Upon  re- 
ceiving his  degree  he  began  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
his  native  town,  where  he  remained  until  in  1S86,  when 
he  decided  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  great  state  of  Texas. 
In  that  year  he  located  at  Selman,  among  strangers,  and 
practiced  there  for  ten  years.  In  1896  he  removed  to 
Bullard,  where  he  built  and  opened  the  first  drug  store, 
which  he  conducted  in  connection  with  his  professional 
duties  as  a  physician.  He  is  still  engaged  in  the  drug 
business;  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Citizens' 
State  Bank,  in  1907,  of  which  he  is  now  president,  and, 
as  above  stated,  he  is  also  the  president  of  the  Bullard 
Lace  Leather  Company.  However,  Dr.  Hunter  is  first  of 
all  a  physician,  and  his  connection  with  other  enterprises 
has  never  prevented  him  from  attending  to  his  piitients. 
In  his  profession,  he  has  kept  fully  abreast  of  the  prog- 
ress of  medical  science,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
progressive  doctors  of  Smith  county.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  he  and  his  family  belong 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Dr.  Hunter  has  been  twice  married.  In  September, 
1887,  he  married  Miss  Jessie  Bone,  daughter  of  Dr.  R.  D. 
Bone  of  Selman,  Texas,  and  to  this  iniion  were  born 
two  children^Annie  May  and  Mina.  The  former  is  now 
the  wife  of  L.  F.  Kay  of  Bullard,  and  the  latter  is  Mrs. 
S.  P.  Barclay  of  Beaumont,  Texas.  Mrs.  Jessie  Bone 
Hunter  died  in  1892,  and  in  October,  1893,  Dr.  Hunter 
married  Miss  Bernice  Jones,  daughter  of  John  Jones  of 
Busk  county,  Texas.  To  this  second  union  have  been 
born  six  children — Lula,  Mary,  Eush  Q.,  Ripley  H.,  Bon- 
ney  and  Sara.  Lula  and  Mary  are  students  in  Kidd-Key 
College,  at  Sherman,  Texas,  and  the  other  children  are 
at  home  with  the  parents. 

James  E.  Cotter.  Mayor  of  Port  Aransas,  leading 
real  estate  dealer  of  the  place,  and  the  proprietor  of  the 
Famous  Tarpon  Inn,  celebrated  the  world  over  for  the 
excellency  of  its  cuisine,  James  E.  Cotter  takes  his  place 
as  one  of  the  foremost  or,  indeed,  the  foremost  man  of 
the  place.  He  was  born  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  in  1876, 
and  spent  his  early  boyhood  in  Topeka,  Kansas,  whence 
he  came  to  Texas  in  1892,  settling  first  at  Port  Aransas, 
then  known  as  Ropesville,  afterwards  changed  to  Tarpon. 

Port  Aransas  in  those  days  was  the  only  town  on  Mus- 
tang Island,  and  since  the  name  was  changed  from  Tar- 
pon it  has  become  widely  known  for  the  great  work  the 
government  has  carried  on  there  in  building  jetties, 
dredging  and  deepening  the  harbor  of  Aransas  Pass. 
It  is  now  a  place  of  regular  call  for  cotton-carrying 
steamships,  and  there  is  also  a  regular  line  of  oil- 
carrying  steamers  between  Tampico,  Mexico,  and  Port 
Aransas.  The  town  is  situated  directly  upon  the  har- 
bor and  is  receiving  the  benefit  of  its  most  fortunate 
situation  in  the  building  of  large  warehouses,  oil  tanks, 
cotton  compresses,  etc.  It  is  also  an  important  center  of 
the  fish  industry  of  these  parts. 

When  Port  Aransas  was  newly  incorporated,  James  E. 
Cotter  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city,  in  1910,  and,  by 
subsequent  election,  has  served  continuously  in  that  of- 
fice. He  is  a  capable  and  efiBcient  official  and  has  done 
excellent  work  in  the  office  of  chief  executive  of  the  city. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Cotter  has  been  the  owner  and 
manager  of  the  famous  Tarpon  Inn,  known  all  over  the 
world  for  its  cuisine  of  fish  and  other  sea  food,  as  well  as 
fur  being  the  headquarters  of  the  greatest  tarpon  fishing 
waters  in  America.  The  Tarpon  Club  holds  forth  at  this 
hotel,  and  the  most  expert  devotees  of  this  rare  sport  are 
regular  summer  visitors  at  Mr.  Cotter's  hostelry,  as  well 
as  large  numbers  of  guests  who  come  season  after  season 
for  the  pleasures  that  may  be  derived  on  extended  holi- 
days in  so  delightful  a  spot.  In  addition  to  these  enter- 
prises, Mr.  Cotter  is  also  the  leading  real  estate  dealer 
in   Port   Aransas,  and   finds  himself   one  of   the  busiest 


McDonald  Meachum.  Lawyer  and  a  former  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Texas  State  Senate,  McDonald 
Meachum,  with  law  offices  at  1004-5-6-7  Union  National 
Bank  Bldg.,  Houston,  Texas,  has  won  a  successful  place, 
both  in  his  profession  and  in  the  public  life  of  his  state. 
His  individual  record  has  been  in  keeping  with  the  ster- 
ling and  useful  activities  of  his  forebears,  for  he  repre- 
sents one  of  the  old  families  of  South  Texas. 

McDonald  Meachum  was  born  in  Anderson,  Grimes 
county,  August  5,  187G.  His  parents  were  Col.  W.  W. 
and  Mary  E.  (McDonald)  Meachum.  His  father,  a  na- 
tive of  North  Carolina,  emigrated  to  Texas  during  the 
fifties,  settling  in  Grimes  county,  where  he  is  well  kuown 
as  a  member  of  the  pioneer  bar  of  that  county,  and  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War,  in  which  he  enlisted  as  a  private,  was 
promoted  for  gallantry  and  served  with  official  rank  in 
a  Texas  regiment.  The  mother  was  born  in  Texas,  a 
daughter  of  General  James  G.  McDonald,  who  came  to 
Texas  from  Nashville,  Tennessee,  during  the  early  days 
of  the  Republic,  settled  near  Anderson,  in  Grimes  county, 
and  for  many  years  was  a  leading  member  of  the  bar 
of  that  section.  District  Attorney  and  State  Senator  in 
the  early  days  of  Texas  History,  and  was  a  close  and 
intimate  friend  of  General  Sam  Houston. 

McDonald  Meachum  was  reared  iu  Grimes  county,  ed- 
ucated at  the  Anderson  High  School,  and  in  1894  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Texas,  where  he 
was  graduated  LL.  B.  in  1896.  During  his  last  year  at 
the  University  he  was  president  of  the  Senior  Law  Class. 
With  the  conclusion  of  his  studies  and  his  admission  to 
the  bar,  he  began  practice  at  Navasota,  in  Grimes 
county,  in  the  month  of  November,  1896.  It  was  in  that 
community  that  he  attained  rank  as  a  successful  lawj'er 
and  won  his  most  conspicuous  honors  in  public  life. 

In  1902  Mr.  Meachum  was  elected  to  the  legislature 
as  a  representative,  serving  during  the  1903  session. 
After  one  term  in  the  house,  in  1904  he  was  elected  to 
the  senate,  and  sat  in  that  body  from  1905  to  1911.  In 
the  latter  year  he  resigned  in  the  senate  and  moved  his 
home  and  law  office  to  Houston,  where  he  has  since  prac- 
ticed. While  in  the  senate,  Mr.  Meachum  attracted  at- 
tention for  his  ability,  both  as  a  debater  and  originator 
of  practical  and  useful  legislation.  He  took  a  part  in 
practically  all  the  important  discussions  over  public  mat- 
ters during  his  official  term.  He  was  either  a  member 
or  chairman  of  some  of  the  most  important  committees 
in  the  senate,  including  chairmanship  of  judiciary  com- 
mittee number  one.  For  a  time  he  served  as  president 
pro  tem  of  the  senate.  It  was  Senator  Meachum  who 
prepared  and  introduced  the  bill  providing  for  the  build- 
ing of  a  monument  at  state  expense  over  the  grave  of 
General  Sam  Houston,  at  Huntsville.  That  bill,  by 
unanimous  consent,  passed  both  houses,  and  at  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  monument,  on  April  21,  1911,  Senator 
Meachum  shared  the  platform  honors  of  the  day  with 
the  Hon.  William  J.  Bryan. 

Mr.  Meachum  has  membership  in  Navasota  Lodge,  No. 
299,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  B.  P.  Wilson  Chapter,  No.  125, 
R.  A.  M. ;  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  Knights  Templars,  and 
El  Mina  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Galveston;  is 
[last  grand  of  I.  C.  Stafford  Lodge  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  at  Navasota,  having  passed  all 
the  chairs  and  being  a  past  representative  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Texas.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  various  fra- 
ternal orders. 

On  December  5th,  1899,  Mr.  Meachum  married  Miss 
Lucile  Shaw,  daughter  of  James  M.  Shaw  of  Navasota. 
Her  father  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Grimes 
county;  for  twenty  years  was  cashier  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Navasota,  and  is  now  connected  with  the 
Rio  Bravo  Oil  Company.  Mr.  Meachum  and  wife  have 
a  daughter.  Marguerite. 
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James  Isaac  Eason.  Banking  has  been  the  field  to 
which  Mr.  Eason  ha£  devoted  the  energies  of  his  active 
career  for  a  number  of  years.  With  his  long  experience 
he  combines  an  unusual  equipment  of  ability  and  skill 
in  the  organization  and  management  of  financial  insti- 
tutions. About  six  years  ago  he  organized  and  took  an 
executive  post  in  the  Eirst  Guaranty  State  Bank  of 
Piano,  and  as  cashier  and  active  manager  of  that  insti- 
tution has  made  it  one  of  the  most  serviceable  banks  in 
Collin  county. 

James  Isaac  Eason  was  born  June  29,  1872,  at  Dal- 
ton,  Georgia,  a  son  of  T.  J.  and  Mary  Allen  Eason. 
Both  parents  were  natives  of  Greeneville,  Tennessee,  and, 
after  the  war,  located  in  Georgia.  The  father  was  a 
loyal  soldier  of  the  Confederacy,  served  throughout  the 
struggle,  and  at  the  conclusion  identified  himself  with 
Georgia  as  a  cotton  merchant,  and  later  followed  gen- 
eral mercantile  lines.  About  1885  he  moved  to  Texas, 
locating  at  Ennis,  in  Ellis  county,  and  continued  as  a 
farmer  and  stock  raiser  until  his  death,  in  about  1890. 
■The  mother  died  in  Dalton,  Georgia,  about  1884. 

James  I.  EaSon,  who  is  the  youngest  in  a  family  of 
eight  children  (seven  sons  and  one  daughter),  five  of 
whom  are  now  living,  was  about  thirteen  years  old  when 
the  family  established  their  home  in  Texas,  and  his  early 
education,  begun  in  Georgia,  was  completed  in  this  state 
in  the  public  schools.  His  first  business  experience  was 
acquired  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry  goods  store  at  Waxahachie, 
and,  after  five  years  of  clerkship,  an  election  to  the  office 
of  city  tax  collector  gave  him  considerable  public  ex- 
perience during  the  next  four  years.  At  the  end  of  that  ' 
time  he  accepted  a  place  as  bookkeeper  in  a  department 
of  the  state  government  at  Austin,  and  lived  and  was 
thus  employed  at  the  state  capital  for  five  years. 

With  this  broad  experience,  Mr.  Eason  next  moved  to 
Bardwell,  in  Ellis  county,  and  organized  the  Bardwell 
State  Bank,  in  which  he  took  the  position  of  cashier.  A 
year  later,  however,  he  sold  his  interests,  and  in  1908 
moved  to  Piano  and  organized  the  First  Guaranty  State 
Bank  of  Piano.  His  first  official  relations  with  that 
bank  were  as  assistant  cashier,  but  after  one  year  he 
became  cashier,  and  now  has  the  chief  management  of 
the  bank's  affairs.  This  bank  has  a  capital  stock  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  has  accumulated  six  thousand 
dollars'  surplus,  and  has  made  a  splendid  showing  in  de- 
posits and  in  commercial  service  to  the  community. 

The  political  experience  of  Mr.  Eason  has  always  been 
in  harmony  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  fraternally 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  belongs 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South.  On  Decern- 
ber  24,  1899,  at  Waxahachie,  Mr.  Eason  married  Miss 
Ava  Johnston,  a  daughter  of  J.  C.  Johnston.  Her 
father  came  from  Kentucky,  was  a  farmer  and  stock- 
man in  Ellis  county  from  the  early  days,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing, partially  retired,  at  Piano,  though  looking  after  his 
interests  as  a  farmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eason  have  one 
son,  born  February  28,  1903,  and  now  attending  school. 
During  the  six  years  of  his  residence  in  Piano. 
Eason  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  a  permanent  factor  in 
the  business  and  social  life  of  the  community,  and  his 
plans  for  the  future  contemplate  continued  residence  and 
activity  in  what  is  regarded  bv  manv  as  the  garden  spot 
of  all  Texas. 

Capt.  Thomas  D.  Cobbs.  During  a  successful  career 
as  a  lawyer  in  Texas  for  more  than  thirty-five  years, 
Captain  Cobbs  has  gained  many  of  the  more  important 
distinctions  of  professional  and  public  life.  He  is  known 
all  over  the  state  as  a  careful,  painstaking,  conscien- 
tious and  profound  lawyer,  a  thorough  scholar,  a  disin- 
terested but  aggressive  worker  for  what  he  believes  to 
be  the  best  welfare  of  state  and  country,  and  a  digni- 
fied, accomplished  gentleman.  At  one  time  or  another 
Judge  Cobbs  has  been  retained  as  general  or  special 
counsel   for  many   of   the   large  corporations  of   Texas, 


and  his  entire  career  has  been  characterized  by  strict 
adherence  to  the  best  ethics  of  his  profession. 

Thomas  D.  Cobbs  was  born  in  Choctaw  county,  Ala- 
bama, a  son  of  Chancellor  Thomas  and  Lucy  (Thom> 
Cobbs.  The  Cobbs  family  was  founded  in  America  by 
Joseph  Cobbs,  who  settled  at  Yorktown,  Virginia,  in 
1613.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Cobbs,  was  at 
one  time  mayor  of  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  and  married 
a  Miss  Boone.  The  earlier  generations  of  the  famUy 
furnished  soldiers  of  the  American  side  to  the  Eevolu- 
tionary  war  and  the  pioneer  history  of  both  the  Caro- 
linas  and  of  Georgia  contain  frequent  mention  of  the 
name. 

The  late  Chancellor  Thomas  Cobbs,  who  died  ip  1898, 
served  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  with  great 
distinction  on  the  bench  in  Alabama,  and  was  during 
the  greater  part  of  that  time  chancellor  of  the  court  of 
chancery,  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers 
of  the  South.  His  work  as  a  jurist  is  written  perma- 
nently in  the  records  of  his  home  state,  but  in  at  least 
one  case  he  made  a  notable  decision  affecting  interests 
of  more  than  state  importance.  This  was  his  decision  in 
the  case  of  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Railroad  vs.  The 
East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Railroad,  which 
changed  the  status  of  railroad  investments  and  had  a 
marked  influence  on  railroad  interests  throughout  the 
nation.  Chancellor  Cobbs  was  one  of  the  learned  and 
most  able  jurists  in  the  South,  and  both  in  his  profes- 
sional and  in  his  private  life  was  honored  and  loved  for 
the  great  integrity  of  his  character,  his  fine  ideals  and 
his  important  service  in  all  his  relations. 

By  his  marriage  to  Lucy  Thom,  Chancellor  Cobbs 
brought  into  the  family  relationship  a  line  of  distin- 
guished lineage.  The  Thorn  family  had  its  original 
seat  in  Virginia,  and  Lucy  Thom's  mother  was  Lucy 
Hansborough,  who  was  related  to  the  family  of  P.  Hans- 
borough  Bell,  who  was  Governor  of  Texas  from  1849  to 
1853.  Another  Hansborough  ancestor  was  Major  Hans- 
borough,  who  gained  his  rank  and  title  as  a  soldier  of 
the  American  Revolution.  The  Thom  family  was  founded 
in  America  by  Alexander  Thom,  who  was  from  Scotland 
and  belonged  to  the  clan  Cameron  in  Invernesshire.  He 
died  in  Westmoreland  county,  Virginia,  in  1788,  and  had 
been  one  of  the  devoted  followers  of  the  Stuart  Prince 
Charlie  at  CuUoden  in  March,  1746.  The  Thorns  were 
distinguished  for  their  royalist  tendencies,  and  during 
the  American  Revolution  a  number  of  them  remained 
loyal  to  the  mother  country.  Mrs.  Lucy  (Thom)  Cobbs 
continued  to  live  at  her  home  in  Birmingham,  Alabama, 
where  her  son,  J.  B.  Cobbs,  is  a  prominent  business  man. 
She  died  in  1911  while  on  a  visit  in  Culpepper,  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  late  Chancellor  Cobbs  practiced  law  at  Livingston, 
in  Sumter  county,  Alabama,  for  a  number  of  .years,  and 
it  was  there  that  Thomas  D.  Cobbs  grew  up  and  received 
most  of  his  early  education,  and  in  Lindisfarne  Acad- 
emy, a  school  conducted  by  the  Episcopal  Church  at 
Marion.  He  studied  law  in  his  father's  office  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Livingston  in  1875.  He  had  al- 
ready gained  a  somewhat  varied  experience,  at  first  as 
civil  engineer  during  the  construction  of  the  Alabama 
&  Chattanooga  Railroad,  and  also  as  circuit  court  so- 
licitor in  Choctaw  county,  Alabama.  On  coming  to 
Texas  in  1878,  Judge  Cobbs  became  a  law  partner  of 
Major  Hannibal  Boone,  at  Navasota,  in  Grhnes  county. 
Major  Boone  was  at  that  time  attorney-general  of 
Texas.  From  Navasota  Judge  Cobbs  moved  to  San 
Antonio  in  April,  1893.  This  removal  was  partly  due  to 
his  practice  as  attorney  for  the  land  department  of  sev- 
eral railroads,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  greater  conven- 
ience for  him  to  live  in  San  Antonio  in  carrying  out  his 
duties.  His  services  were  required  in  connection  with 
the  lands  originally  granted  by  the  state  to  the  Texas  & 
New  Orleans,  the  Galveston,  Houston  &  San  Antonio, 
the  Galveston,  West  Texas  &  Pacific,  the  Houston  & 
Texas  Central,  and  the  Waco  &  Northwestern  Railroad 
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Companies.  This  naturally  gave  him  practice  of  large 
and  profitable  character,  but  he  also  followed  a  large 
general  practice  in  all  the  courts.  Judge  Cobbs  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  in 
October,  1S93. 

Judge  Cobbs  practiced  for  a  time  at  San  Antonio  as 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Denman,  Franklin,  Cobbs  tt 
McGovrn.  He  is  now  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Cobbs,  Eskridge  &  Cobbs.  His  public  service  has  been  of 
a  varied  and  important  character.  Tor  a  number  of 
years  he  was  connected  with  the  State  Militia  and 
gained  his  rank  of  captain  by  service  in  that  organiza- 
tion. Governor  Lanham  appointed  him  on  his  staff  with 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel.  In  1902  Captain  Cobbs 
was  elected  to  represent  Bexar  county  in  the  Twenty- 
Eighth  Legislature,  and  he  was  re-elected  in  1904  and 
in  1906.  Captain  Cobbs  went  to  the  legislature  as  the 
result  of  a  public  opinion  in  his  district  that  demanded 
men  of  the  highest  ability  and  character  rather  than 
mere  politicians.  He  never  made  a  campaign  for  elec- 
tion, and  during  his  presence  at  Austin  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  forcible  leaders  in  the  assembly,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  judiciary  committee  No.  1  and  of  sev- 
eral other  important  committees.  Judge  Cobbs  has  never 
been  afraid  to  take  an  independent  stand  on  any  issue 
which  he  believed  to  be  vital  to  the  welfare  of  his  com- 
nmnity  or  state.  While  in  the  legislature,  although  one 
oi,  a  handful,  he  opposed  what  were  known  as  the  tax 
bills  to  increase  taxes  on  corporations,  his  opposition 
being  based  upon  the  unconstitutionality  of  such  bills, 
especially  the  gross  tax  bill.  His  contention  has  since 
been  sustained  by  action  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  Judge  Cobbs  is  a  friend  of  the  working 
classes,  and  his  record  in  the  legislature  shows  that 
fact,  although  nothing  in  his  public  or  private  record 
could  be  found  to  indicate  any  undue  discrimination  or 
prejudice  in  favor  of  any  class,  and  it  is  his  belief  that 
laws  should  be  fairly  and  impartially  administered  for 
all.  On  the  basis  of  his  splendid  professional  accom- 
plishments the  appointment  of  Mr.  Cobbs  as  an  asso- 
ciate justice  of  the  Court  of  Civil  Appeals  was  an  honor 
as  much  to  the  state  and  to  the  bench  as  to  himself. 
Judge  Cobbs  recently  resigned  his  position  in  the  Court 
of  Civil  Appeals,  and  now  devotes  himself  to  the  many 
important  interests  intrusted  to  the  firm  of  Cobbs, 
Eskridge  &  Cobbs,  at  San  Antonio. 

Judge  Cobbs  was  married  at  Navasota  to  Miss  Carrie 
Quinney.  She  was  born  in  Texas,  and  her  father  was  a 
prominent  physician  of  Grimes  county.  Her  mother  was 
a  daughter  of  General  Barnes,  a  distinguished  citizen  of 
Grimes  county. 

Thomas  D.  Cobbs,  Jr.,  the  only  son  and  child  of  Judge 
Cobbs  and  wife,  was  born  at  Navasota,  Texas,  in  1885, 
graduated  bachelor  of  science  from  the  Agricultural  and 
Mechanical  College  of  Texas,  and  subsequently  received 
his  degree  LL.  B.  from  the  law  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Texas  at  Austin.  He  is  now  junior  member 
of  the  well  known  law  firm  of  Cobbs,  Eskridge  &  Cobbs, 
and  has  already  proved  his  ability  both  as  a  court  and 
office  lawyer.  Mr.  Cobbs,  Jr.,  is  a  member  of  the  Beta 
Theta  Pi  college  fraternity,  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks,  of  the  Travis  Club  and  the  Casino 
Association  of  San  Antonio. 

Harry  Roberts.  Among  the  prominent  business  men 
in  Bonham,  Texas,  who  feel  that  it  is  their  duty  to  take 
some  of  their  time  from  their  business  affairs  to  devote 
to  the  ]iulilii'  welfare  of  the  town  is  Harry  Roberts,  one 
of  the  princiji.ql  merfhants  of  the  place.  He  is  a  native 
of  this  state,  and  practically  all  of  his  life  has  been 
spent  within  her  borders;  so  his  love  for  Texas  is  a  very 
real  one.  He  is  as  yet  a  young  man,  and  his  success  in 
the  business  world  makes  it  easy  to  prophesy  his  future 
success,  for  he  is  not  afraid  of  hard  work  and  has  un- 
doubted ability  in  the  line  he  has  chosen. 

The  father  'of  Harry  Roberts,  Ruffin  C.  Roberts,  was 


born  in  October,  1S2S,  in  Limestone  county,  Alabama. 
The  father  of  Ruffin  C.  Roberts  owned  one  of  the  larwo 
plantations  in  Limestone  county,  and  the  boy  grew  i?p 
in  the  easy,  luxurious  days  preceding  the  Civil  war.  His 
father  owned  many  negroes  and  was  a  man  of  consider- 
able wealth  and  influence  in  the  community.  Life  on  a 
plantation  in  those  days  did  not,  however,  ofter  many 
opportunities  for  an  education,  and  Ruffin  C.  Roberts 
could  not  have  been  called  an  educated  man;  yet  he 
inherited  the  education  that  belongs  naturally  w'ith  birth 
and  breeding  and  was  a  man  of  considerable  mental  pow- 
ers. His  mother  was  a  Miss  Cox  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage, and  the  family  consisted  of  Matthew,  l^ountain. 
Came,  who  married  a  Mr.  Nunn,  and  Ruffin  C. 

Ruffin  C.  Roberts  entered  the  mercantile  business  when 
he  reached  manhood,  but  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war 
caused  him  to  lay  aside  his  yardstick  and  enter  the  Con- 
federate army.  He  became  a  member  of  General  Bragg 's 
army,  and  participated  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  near 
which  city  he  was  wounded.  After  the  close  of  the  war 
^u  '■'^^""^'^  ""is  business  in  Alabama,  but  the  devastation 
that  the  four  years  had  caused  determined  him  on  seeking 
a  new  field.  He  consequently  came  to  Texas  and  located 
m  Bonham,  where  he  established  a  mercantile  business 
and  where  he  remained  for  nine  years.  He  then  moved 
to  Palo  Pinto,  Texas,  where  he  was  engaged  in  selling 
goods  and  in  freighting  to  and  from  Weatherford  or 
Gordon  and  Palo  Pinto.  In  1SS7  he  returned  to  Bon- 
ham, and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  retiring 
from  active  business  some  years  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  m  1908.  In  religious  matters  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church,  and  in  political 
questions  he  was  a  staunch  Democrat,  though  never  car- 
ing to  hold  office.  He  married  Miss  Jennie  Cox,  who 
was  born  m  Osceola,  Missouri,  the  daughter  of  Judge 
Cox.  The  latter  came  to  Texas  and  located  in  Bonharii, 
where  he  died.  Mrs.  Roberts  is  still  living  in  Bonham, 
and  IS  the  mother  of  seven  children,  all  but  two  of  whom 
are  living.  Of  these,  Miss  Lelia  V.  has  been  for  t^eutv 
years  in  charge  of  the  Normal  Mission  Schools  of  the 
Methodist  Church  South  at  Saltilio,  Mexico.  Benjamin 
died  m  Bonham  without  having  married.  Odeneal  is  a 
merchant  in  Bonham.  Mattie  is  an  assistant  to  her  sister 
m  the  mission  school.  Harry  is  the  next  in  order,  arid 
then  comes  Charles  of  Ravenna,  Texas,  and  Albert  who 
passed  away  unmarried.  '  ' 

Harry  Roberts  was  born  in  Bonham,  Texas,  on  the  1st 
of  March,  1874,  about  four  years  after  his  father  had 
come  to  Texas.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  while  still  a  boy  went  into  the  business  world  as 
a  clerk  for  one  of  the  merchants  in  Bonham.  He  spent 
a  number  of  years  in  the  employ  of  Harris  Brothers, 
with  wiiom  he  remained  for  five  vears.  After  leaving 
the  employ  of  the  latter  firm,  he  entered  that  of  J  L 
Ware,  and  remained  here  for  three  rears.  He  then  was 
employed  by  the  Bo„l,,n„  Wliul.-sale"  Grocerv  Co.,  spend- 
"}S   a   year    in    the    mv,.-...       II,.    was    now    familiar    with 

the  selling  end  in  tlir  I .,.  ,ni.l  with  the  clerical  work 

of  the  business,  an.],  ilnnk,,,^  that  t„v  thorough  knowl- 
edge he  ought  to  knnw  vnni,.tlnn-  ,,i  salesmanship  on 
the  road,  he  now  tiMik  a  s:ini|,|,.  r,,^,..  mi, I  for  nine  vears 
was  a  traveling  salesman  tor  ll,..  fi,,„  i„  Texas  territory. 
He  then  abandoned  the  road  and  enf,-aged  in  merchan- 
dise for  himself  in  Bonham  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Rogers,  Woodward  and  Roberts,  being  in  charge  of  the 
dry  goods  department.  On  the  1st  of  Januarv.  1911,  the 
Bonham  Wholesale  Grocery  Company  were  able  to  make 
an  announcement  that  not  only  pleased  them  very  much, 
but  was  very  satisfactory  to  their  customers,  and  that 
was  that  Mr.  Roberts  had  been  persuaded  once  more  to 
enter  their  service,  as  manager  of  the  house,  succeeding 
J.  F.  Arledge,  who  became  president  of  the  company. 
Mr.  Roberts  is  a  stockholder  and  director  of  the  com- 
pany and  has  been  very  successful  in  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  this  important  commercial  house. 
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In  public  life,  Mr.  Roberts  was  a  member  of  the  city 
council  of  Bonham,  being  tlie  representative  from  the 
first  ward.  He  was  elected  in  1911,  and  his  platform, 
which  was  prepared  by  the  citizens  of  the  town,  has 
been  ably  followed  out  by  him  during  his  terms  of  office. 
This  platform  called  for  a  campaign  of  public  improve- 
ment, which  included  some  solution  of  the  city  water 
problem,  the  building  of  cement  walks,  and  the  paving 
of  streets.  While  he  was  in  office,  a  bond  issue  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  was  voted  for  water  and  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  walks  and  street  improvement.  Dur- 
ing the  two  years  two  deep  wells  have  been  bored,  and 
the  city  is  supplied  with  an  abundance  of  good,  pure 
water.  Three  miles  of  paving  have  been  completed  and 
seventy-five  to  one  hundred  blocks  of  concrete  walks  have 
been  laid. 

Mr.  Roberts  has  always  been  very  active  in  church 
work.  He  is  a  member  ot  the  Methodist  church,  and  has 
been  a  steward  of  the  church  for  fifteen  years.  He  has 
been  active  in  Sunday  school  work  for  many  years  and 
recently  attended  the  annual  conference. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  married  in  LaGrange,  Georgia,  on 
April  1,'  1899,  to  Miss  Annie  Reid,  a  daughter  of  Sidney 
A.  Reid,  who  is  a  lumber  dealer  in  Birmingham,  Ala- 
bama. Her  mother  was  Miss  Bettie  Morris  before  her 
marriage,  and  Mrs.  Roberts  is  the 'eldest  of  five  children, 
as  follows:  Mrs.  Benjamin  Freeman  of  LaGrange,  Geor- 
gia; Mrs.  W.  D.  Cooper  of  Birmingham,  Alabama,  and 
Charles  and  Gus  Reid  of  the  same  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roberts  have  four  children — Lelia  E.,  Gus  Reid,  Harry 
Morris,  and  Annie. 

Carey  A.  Geay,  M.  D.  Well  and  favorably  known  to 
the  medical  profession  of  Fannin  county  and  to  the  com- 
munity at  large  is  Dr.  Carey  A.  Gray,  a  resident  of  Bon- 
ham for  the  past  quarter  century  and  one  who  has  par- 
ticipated largely  in  the  civic  affairs  of  his  county  and  in 
state  politics  as  well.  His  life  has  been  one  of  the  ut- 
most usefulness,  both  professionally  and  as  a  citizen,  and 
the  county  owes  to  him  a  high  place  in  its  esteem  and 
consideration,  in  view  of  his  long  and  honorable  career 
therein. 

The  Gray  family  is  one  that  came  out  of  Virginia  in 
days  gone  by,  the  first  of  the  name  to  establish  the  fam- 
ily outside  that  state  being  Hiram  Gray,  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  the  Doctor  and  who  in  his  young  manhood 
pioneered  to  Ohio,  later  locating  in  Indiana,  in  which 
state  he  passed  his  remaining  years,  his  home  being  long 
established  at  Brownburg,  in  that  state.  He  was  born 
in  1814,  and  his  life  was  spent  in  devotion  to  the  farming 
and  stock  raising  industries,  in  which  he  gained  a  degree 
of  prominence  and  prosperity  that  gave  him  a  sure  place 
among  the  leading  citizens  of  his  district.  He  married 
Roxana  Logan  in  early  life,  and  their  children  were 
seven  in  number,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  Harry, 
Andrew  J.,  William,  and  Oscar.  There  were  three  daugh- 
ters as  well,  all  of  whom  married  men  of  good  social 
standing  in  their  various  communities  and  contributed 
their  full  share  to  the  prosperity  and  growth  of  the  lo- 
calities where  they  established  homes. 

One  of  these  sons,  Andrew  J.  Gray,  became  the  father 
of  Dr.  Carey  A.  Gray  of  this  review.  He  was  born  in 
Indiana  in  1830,  and  he  died  in  Seneca,  Missouri,  iu 
1870,  where  he  had  been  engaged  in  business  since  1869. 
He  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  serving  as  a  pri- 
vate in  the  Union  army,  and  prior  to  the  war  had  been 
engaged  in  farming  w-ith  his  father  in  his  native  com- 
munity, in  Indiana,  the  town  of  Madison  having  repre- 
sented his  home.  Mr.  Gray  was  a  man  of  more  than 
average  education  and  was  recognized  as  a  man  of  prom- 
inence in  his  community  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  married 
Anna  Tewel,  a  daughter  of  A.  Z.  Tewel,  who  was  a  native 
of  the  state  of  Ohio.  Mrs.  Gray,  however,  was  born  in 
Indiana,  and  she  is  now  a  resident  of  Bentonville,  Ar- 
kansas, where  she  went  as  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Turner  after 
the  death  of  her  first  husband  and  where  she  was  wid- 


owed for  the  second  time.  Four  children  were  born  to 
Andrew  Gray  and  his  wife,  but  of  that  number  only 
two  reached  mature  years,  one  of  them  the  subject  of  this 
review  and  the  other  being  Miss  Stella  Gray,  who  shares 
her  mother 's  home,  in  Bentonville. 

Dr.  Carey  A.  Gray  was  born  in  Madison,  Indiana,  on 
September  15,  1864.  The  family  soon  after  moved  to 
Seneca,  Missouri,  where  the  father  entered  upon  a  career 
at  blacksmithing  and  wagon-making,  in  which  he  wan 
occupied  until  his  death.  It  was  here  that  young  Gray 
spent  the  years  of  his  minority,  and  his  public  school 
training  came  to  him  in  the  Seneca  schools.  His  mother 
had  been  a  school  teacher  prior  to  her  marriage,  and,  fol- 
lowing her  widowhood,  she  resumed  the  duties  of  her  for- 
mer profession.  The  son  thus  had  the  benefits  of  an  at- 
mosphere of  education  that  the  average  youth  is  denied, 
and  he  profited  well  by  the  advantage  thus  accorded  him. 
When  he  felt  himself  suiEciently  prepared  to  enter  into 
a  business  life,  he  engaged  with  an  old  friend  of  the 
family  to  launch  out  for  himself,  and  that  friend  was 
Harmon  Dustin,  who  had  long  retained  a  fatherly  inter- 
est in  the  young  man.  The  two  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  at  Southwest  City,  Missouri,  and  continued  thus 
for  some  years.  He  later  became  associated  in  business 
with  a  man  of  the  name  of  Jones,  and  the  two,  in  pros- 
pecting about  for  a  desirable  location  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  drug  business,  settled  at  Bonham,  Texas,  in 
1888.  There  they  conducted  operations  under  the  firm 
name  of  C.  A.  Gray  &  Company  a  short  time.  Dr.  Gray 
however,  was  strongly  inclined  to  the  study  of  medicine 
as  a  result  of  his  close  acquaintance  with  the  profession 
through  his  activities  in  the  drug  business,  and  in  1892 
he  took  up  the  study  in  earnest.  He  went  to  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  and  there  enrolled  in  the  Louisville  Medical 
College,  finishing  his  studies  there  three  years  later.  He 
returned  to  Bonham  in  1895  a  full-fledged  M.  D.,  and 
here  he  has  since  continued  in  practice.  He  has  further 
prosecuted  his  medical  studies  from  time  to  time  as  a 
student  in  the  Post-Graduate  School  of  Chicago  and  with 
the  well-known  Mayo  Brothers,  at  Rochester,  Minnesota, 
in  both  of  these  clinics  adding  very  materially  to  his 
qualifications  as  a  physician.  His  professional  work 
Bonham  and  throughout  Fannin  county  has  been  of  an 
order  that  has  placed  him  among  the  foremost  medical 
men  of  north  Texas,  and  he  has  long  been  prominent  in 
the  medical  societies  of  the  state.  He  has  given  honored 
service  as  president  of  the  Fannin  County  Medical  So- 
ciety and  of  the  North  Texas  Medical  Society  as  well  and 
has  served  as  Counsellor  of  the  Fourteenth  district.  His 
connection  with  the  S.  B.  Allen  Memorial  Hospital  of 
Bonham  since  its  opening  has  been  a  highly  creditable 
one,  calculated  to  further  his  prominence  and  reputation 
among  medical  men  of  the  city. 

In  his  political  persuasion,  Dr.  Gray  came  up  in  the 
atmosphere  of  Republican  politics,  and  has  been  inter- 
ested in  the  success  of  Republican  policies  and  candidates 
since  he  became  a  voter.  He  readily  fell  in  with  Texas 
leaders  in  the  party  and  won  a  place  among  the  local 
and  state  Republicans  as  a  political  organizer.  He  was 
at  one  time  a  member  of  the  state  committee  and  for 
years  took  part  in  all  the  state  conferences  and  conven- 
tions. He  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  convention  in 
1908  and  cast  his  vote  for  the  nomination  of  President 
Taft.  In  1912  he  was  an  alternate  to  the  Republi( 
National  Convention  at  Chicago,  but  illness  prevented 
him  from  being  present  at  that  time.  He  has  done  some 
campaigning  as  the  Republican  candidate  of  the  Fourth 
Texas  District  for  Congress,  and  in  1906  was  the  Re- 
publican nominee  for  Governor  of  the  state.  He  is  now 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Progressive 
party  for  Texas,  having  aligned  himself  with  the  for- 
ward movement  of  the  Republican  party  in  1912. 

The  chief  civic  duties  that  Dr.  Gray  has  performed  in 
Bonham  as  an  official  have  been  as  the  incumbent  of    " 
post  of  city  health  officer.     In  that  office  he  has  wrought 
faithfully  and  well,  demonstrating  the  interest  of  a  g     ' 
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citizen  in  the  administration  of  the  duties  of  his  position. 

In  July,  1SS3,  Dr.  Gray  was  married  at  Southwest 
City,  Missouri,  to  Miss  Sallie  Eadcliflf  Smith,  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  B.  F.  Smith,  who  moved  to  that  district  from  Cir- 
cleville,  Ohio.  Besides  Mrs.  Gray,  only  one  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Dr.  Smith  survive,  that  one  being  a  banker  of 
Southwest  City,  ilissouri.  Mrs.  Gray  passed  away  on 
September,  19,  1899,  as  the  mother  of  four  children, 
concerning  whom  brief  mention  is  here  made  as  follows: 
Mabel,  the  eldest  of  the  four,  is  the  wife  of  F.  N.  Hall 
of  El  Paso,  Texas;  Harry  E.,  also  of  El  Paso,  is  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Louise  Brownlee  and  is  occupied  in  civil  en- 
gineering; Carey  A.  Jr.  is  a  farmer  of  Fannin  county,  and 
the  youngest  is  Miss  Lucile,  who  makes  her  home  with 
her  father,  in  Bonham. 

The  doctor  is  prominent  socially  as  well  as  profes- 
sionally, and  has  membership  in  the  Masonic  Order  as  a 
Knight  Templar,  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the 
Elks.  He  has  no  churehly  affiliations,  but  his  life  has 
manifested  the  better  qualities  of  citizenship. 

James  Thomas  Jones.  As  county  collector  of  Lamar 
county,  James  Thomas  Jones  is  among  the  youngest  of 
the  native  sons  of  his  county  to  achieve  so  responsible  a 
position  in  the  service  of  the  public.  He  was  born  a*few 
miles  from  Paris  on  September  22,  1880,  where  his  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Jefferson  Jones,  settled  in  1851.  The 
family  is  one  that  came  to  Texas  from  the  state  of 
North  Carolina,  and  its  pioneer  head  passed  his  life  as 
a  farmer.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  mail  carrier  for 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  that  constituting  the 
only  public  service  of  an  official  nature  ever  rendered  by 
him.  Not  until  fhe  dawn  of  the  twentieth  century  did 
the  family  enter  the  field  of  politics,  and  the  first  of  the 
name  to  enter  into  political  activity  was  Jacob  Jones, 
the  father  of  James  Thomas  Jones  of  this  review. 

Jacob  Jones  was  born  at  the  point  of  the  settlement 
of  his  father  in  Lamar  county,  on  November  2,  1856,  and 
reached  mature  years  without  more  of  education  than 
that  afforded  by  the  public  schools  of  his  native  com- 
munity. He  became  a  farmer  here,  and  continued  in  this 
vicinity  until  he  removed  to  Hardeman  county,  in  1904, 
where  he  is  now  engaged  in  carrying  on  his  agricultural 
activities  and  is  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  county. 
He  is  the  fourth  child  of  his  parents,  his  mother  being 
Margaret  Long,  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Lamar  county,  whose  posterity  has  maintained  a  family 
prominence  in  the  business  and  professional  life  of  Paris. 
The  other  children  of  his  parents,  Jeff  and  Margaret 
Jones,  are  Charles  I. ;  James,  who  died  just  following 
the  battle  of  Shiloh,  as  a  soldier  of  the  Confederacy; 
Mary,  who  married  Douglas  Bullington  and  resides  in 
Lamar  county;  George,  who  passed  away  in  Oklahoma, 
and  Robert  E.,  a  resident  of  Paris,  Texas,  at  the  present 
writing. 

Jacob  Jones  married  Margaret,  a  daughter  of  Pinek- 
ney  and  Nancy  (Brown)  Mayfield,  who  located  in  this 
district  from  the  state  of  Tennessee.  They  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  named  as  follows:  James 
Thomas;  Laura,  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Peace  of  Hardeman 
county,  Texas,  in  which  county  also  reside  George  W., 
Joseph,  "Duncan,  Jesse,  Luella  and  Ruby. 

James  Thomas  Jones  was  a  pupil  in  the  rural  schools, 
and  also  in  the  public  schools  of  Paris,  and  he  continued 
in  farming  until  he  had  passed  his  majority.  He  then 
came  to  Paris  and  secured  a  position  as  a  salesman  and 
bookkeeper  in  a  grocery  concern,  serving  in  that  capacity 
until  bis  appointment  as  deputy  in  the  office  of  John  T. 
Bullington,  county  collector  of  the  county  of  Lamar.  He 
later  served  under  John  F.  Williams  in  the  same  office, 
and  succeeded  that  service  by  making  the  run  for  office 
on  his  own  responsibility,  but  suffering  defeat  at  the 
polls.  During  the  two  years  that  followed  he  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business,  and  was  then  nominated  for  the 
office  of  county  collector  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  He 
was  nominated  against  three  competitors  and  drew  two- 


thirds  of  the  popular  vote  at  the  election,  in  1912,  and 
assumed  the  duties  of  his  office  on  December  1,  1912,  as 
the  successor  of  Collector  Dennis. 

On  December  22,  1908,  Mr.  Jones  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Lenna  Knowles,  a  daughter  of  Henry 
Kuowles,  a  contractor  of  Blossom,  Texas,  where  the 
marriage  ceremony  was  solemnized.  She  was  one  of  the 
four  children  of  her  parents,  the  others  being  Brenna, 
Floyd,  and  Fletcher.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  have  one 
daughter,  Janice,  now  three  years  old. 

The  Jones  family  holds  to  the  faith  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  church,  and  the  Knowles  people  to  the  Methodist 
church,  but  the  family  of  James  Thomas  Jones  maintain 
no  church  relations. 

George  F.  Beannon.  The  arduous  tasks  that  formerly 
confronted  every  housekeeper  are  being  revolutionized  in 
large  degree  by  modern  methods  which  have  arisen  from 
a  demand  for  science  in  the  homely  labors  of  life  as  well 
as  in  the  fields  of  industry  and  trade.  Answering  this 
call,  the  modern  laundry  has  become  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  helpful  of  institutions,  and,  conducted  along 
sanitary  lines,  gives  relief  from  the  hard  household  labor 
and  produces  results  more  generally  satisfying  than  those 
possible  to  attain  in  the  ordinary  home.  Prominent 
among  the  Texas  industries  of  this  nature  is  found  the 
McKinney  Steam  Laundry  Company  of  McKinney,  a  ven- 
ture that  entered  upon  its  business  life  under  modest  cir- 
cumstances, but  which,  under  the  directorship  of  an  able 
management,  has  grown  and  developed  until  it  is  ac- 
counted one  of  the  thriving  industries  of  a  thriving  city. 
The  proprietor  of  this  business,  George  F.  Branuon,  a 
man  of  enterprise,  progress,  and  practical  views,  is  emi- 
nently worthy  of  the  title  of  self-made  man.  When  he 
started  upon  his  career  he  had  but  little  capital,  and  less 
experience,  but,  what  was  better  than  either,  he  had  a 
stern  and  unflagging  determination  to  succeed,  and  his 
present  firmly-established  position  among  the  business 
men  of  his  community  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  grat- 
ification of  his  ambition. 

Mr.  Brannon  is  of  Irish  and  Holland  descent,  and  was 
born  in  May,  1878,  at  Heflin,  Cleburne  county,  Alabama, 
a  son  of  J.  F.  and  Mary  E.  (Vaughan)  Brannon,  the 
former  a  native  of  Georgia  and  the  latter  of  Alabama. 
His  father,  formerly -a  farmer  and  cotton  grower  of  Ala- 
bama, came  to  Texas  in  1892  and  located  at  Sherman, 
where  he  continued  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock 
raising  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  September,  1908. 
Mrs.  Brannon  still  survives  her  husband.  Of  the  eight 
sons  and  five  daughters  of  J.  F.  and  Mary  E.  Brannon, 
nine  are  now  living.  George  F.  was  the  fifth  in  order 
of  birth. 

George  F.  Brannon  commenced  to  attend  public  school 
in  his  native  state,  but  the  latter  part  of  his  education 
was  secured  in  Texas,  his  training  finding  its  completion 
in  a  course  in  the  Metropolitan  Business  College  of  Dal- 
las. His  first  venture  of  a  business  nature  was  in  writing 
insurance,  a  line  in  which  he  continued  for  two  years 
with  a  fair  measure  of  success.  For  some  time  he  had 
been  possessed  of  the  idea  of  establishing  himself  in  the 
steam  laundry  business,  and  in  1899,  in  partnership  with 
his  brother,  C.  M.  Brannon,  founded  the  McKinney 
Steam  Laundry  Company,  becoming  its  first  manager,  a 
position  which  he  has  continued  to  hold  to  the  present 
time.  His  brother  is  now  president  of  the  Ideal  Laundry 
Company,  at  Dallas,  Texas,  in  which  George  F.  also  is  a 
stockholder;  and,  in  addition,  with  Mr.  W.  I.  Dungan, 
they  own  the  laundry  at  Ennis,  Texas,  which  is  under 
the  able  management  of  W.  I.  Dungan. 

When  the  McKinney  Steam  Laundry  Company  was 
first  founded,  it  commenced  operations  upon  a  small 
scale,  in  a  poorly-equipped  building,  and  with  a  small 
though  promising  trade.  In  several  years  it  was  found 
necessary  to  enlarge  the  quarters  and  to  improve  the 
equipment,  and,  as  the  years  have  passed,  the  plant  has 
constantly  been  made  larger   and   the   latest  machinery 
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At  this  time  this  is  one  of  the  few 


plants  operating  its  own  Corliss  engine,  in  addition  to 
having  its  own  deep  well  for  its  water  supply.  Twenty- 
five  people  are  employed  in  its  work,  the  trade  of  Mc- 
Kinney  is  controlled,  and  about  sixty  per  cent  of  the 
business  comes  from  outside  the  city.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  laundry  department,  special  work  is  done  in  the 
way  of  dry  cleaning,  dyeing,  and  hat  work.  Mr.  Bran- 
non  has  been  prudent  and  conservative,  and,  while  enter- 
prising in  projecting  his  plans,  he  has  never  speculated, 
although  he  has  ever  been  quick  to  see  an  opportunity 
and  courageous  to  grasp  it  and  carry  it  through  to  a  suc- 
cessful conclusion.  A  man  of  genial,  courteous  personal- 
ity, his  popularity  has  done  much  to  add  to  the  volume 
of  his  business,  while  his  straightforward  and  honorable 
methods  have  contributed  toward  giving  him  a  high 
standing  in  business  circles  of  his  adopted  city.  In  poli- 
tics a  Democrat,  he  has  not  found  time  to  enter  actively 
into  political  life,  but  takes  a  keen  interest  in  those 
things  that  affect  the  welfare  of  McKinney.  He  has  a 
firm  belief  in  the  future  of  this  part  of  the  state,  and  it 
is  but  natural  that  he  should  feel  grateful  to  the  locality 
in  which  he  has  attained  such  a  decided  success.  Frater- 
nally, he  is  a  Mason,  in  which  he  has  attained  to  the 
Eoyal  Arch  degree,  and  also  holds  membership  in  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Baptist  church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs. 

Mr.  Brannon  was  married  November  2,  1901,  at  Mc- 
Kinney, to  Miss  Florence  Johnson,  a  daughter  of  John 
Johnson  a  real  estate  owner  and  renter  of  this  city.  Two 
bright  and  interesting  little  daughters  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brannon:  Annette,  aged  eleven  years, 
who  is  attending  the  graded  schools,  and  the  baby, 
Charlsey  May,  aged  six  years,  who  is  just  beginning  her 
school  experience.  The  family  is  widely  and  favorably 
know^n  in  Northern  Texas,  and,  in  addition  to  Mr.  Bran- 
non's  family  and  that  of  his  father,  he  has  four  nephews 
here,  who  came  from  Alabama  and  Georgia,  and  three 
aunts  on  his  mother's  side— Mrs.  Dungan,  Mrs.  Keid,  and 
Mrs.  McDowell. 

Eeuben  S.  Morrison,  county  attorney  of  Archer 
county  and  a  practicing  attorney  of  Archer  City  since 
1908,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  the  legal  fra- 
ternity in  these  parts,  and  one  who  enjoys  a  generous 
measure  of  success  in  his  chosen  profession.  He  has  been 
prominent  in  public  service  for  several  years,  always  m 
the  line  of  his  profession,  and  gained  a  name  for  him- 
self in  that  department  of  activity  as  well  as  in  private 


S.  Morrison  is  the  son  of  J.  G.  and  Mary  (Carson)  Mor- 
rison, natives  of  South  Carolina  and  Alabama,  respec- 
tively. The  father  removed  to  Mississippi  in  early  life 
and  died  at  Enterprise,  Mississippi.  He  was  a  soldier  m 
the  Confederate  army  during  the  Civil  war,  serving 
under  General  Lee,  and  passing  through  the  entire  period 
of  the  war.  He  was  in  later  years  identified  with  me- 
chanical pursuits,  having  a  decided  gift  for  mechanics, 
and  he  died  at  Enterprise  when  he  was  sixty-two  years 
old.  The  mother  died  at  Hazelhurst,  Mississippi,  in  1881, 
aged  sixty-one  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  a  large 
family  of  fourteen  children,  and  Eeuben  S.,  of  this  re- 
view, was  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth.  Following  his 
high  school  days,  Mr.  Morrison  read  law  under  H.  C. 
Conn  at  Hazelhurst,  Mississippi,  and  in  1883  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice,  beginning  his  life  work  at  the  same 
place.  Mr.  Morrison  continued  there  in  practice  for  six 
years,  when  he  went  to  Vernon,  Texas,  and  was  there 
busy  with  the  practice  of  law  until  1897.  In  that  year 
he  removed  to  Warren,  in  Greer  county,  Oklahoma,  where 
he  remained  until  1908,  when  he  came  to  Archer  City, 
and  here  he  has  been  in  constant  practice  since  that 
time.  He  received  his  appointment  to  his  present  office 
while    still    in    Oklahoma.      This    is    very    unusual,    but 


nevertheless  true.  Owing  to  his  prominence  as  an  attor- 
ney he  was  induced  to  accept  his  position  in  Texas 
while  a  resident  of  Oklahoma,  and  he  has  served  con- 
stantly since  that  time,  being  twice  re-elected  since  he 
began  his  service  as  county  attorney  of  Archer  county. 
WhUe  a  resident  of  Wilbarger  county,  in  1888,  he  was 
assistant  county  attorney  for  two  terms,  and  in  that 
and  in  his  present  office  he  has  given  an  excellent  ac- 
count of  himself  in  his  ofiScial  capacity. 

A  Democrat,  Mr.  Morrison  has  given  splendid  service 
to  the  party  wherever  he  has  been.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Homesteaders'  Association. 

On  February  28,  1883,  at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  Mr. 
Morrison  was  married  to  Miss  Cora  Antoinette  Wheeler, 
of  Hazelhurst,  Mississippi,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  B.  Wheeler,  a  well  known  family  of  planters  of  that 
state.  Twelve  children  have  come  to  them:  Sylvester 
Weldon,  superintendent  of  the  Tipton  High  School  at 
Tipton,  Oklahoma,  married,  and  the  father  of  three 
children ;  Mrs.  Eeuby  Anderson,  living  in  Tulsa,  Okla- 
homa, the  mother  of  two  children;  T.  E.  Morrison,  a 
student  of  the  Central  Business  College  at  Sedalia,  Mis- 
souri; John  G.,  born  in  Vernon,  Texas,  now  attending 
schqol  same  place  as  his  brother,  T.  E.;  Ethel,  also  born 
in  Vernon,  a  student  in  this  city;  Emma  Joto,  born  in 
Warren,  Oklahoma ;  Claude,  Hazel,  Percy  and  Maggie 
all  were  born  in  Warren,  Oklahoma,  and  are  now  at- 
tending school  in  their  home  town;  Mary  Belle  is  de- 
ceased, and  Bessie,  who  was  born  at  Hazelhurst, 
sissippi,  is  also  deceased,  her  death  occurring  at  Harrold, 
Texas. 

This  goodly  family  has  taken  its  place  in  the  leadin^ 
social  and  other  worthy  activities  of  Archer  City  since 
it  became  identified  with  the  community  some  years  ago, 
and  enjoys  the  esteem  and  friendship  of  an  ever  widen- 
ing circle  hereabouts.  Mr.  Morrison  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  ablest  attorneys  in  the  state,  and  enjoys  the  re- 
gard of  a  number  of  the  most  influential  men  in  the 
state,  prominent  among  whom  is  Senator  Joseph  Bailey, 
with  whom  Mr.  Morrison  has  been  intimately  associated 
since  boyhood  and  for  whom  he  entertains  the  warmest 
regard. 

Jacob  H.vyxe  Harrisox.  In  the  long  and  varied 
career  of  Jacob  Hayne  Harrison  there  is  found  much 
material  of  an  interesting  nature.  School  teacher  dur- 
ing the  seventies,  public  oflScial  through  a  period  in 
which  the  Southwest  was  experiencing  an  era  of  unrest, 
editor  and  publisher  as  a  pioneer  in  journalistic  work 
in  several  sections  of  the  state  and  finally  identified 
with  some  of  the  leading  loan,  abstract  and  mortgage 
companies  of  Texas,  his  life  in  the  Lone  Star  state  has 
been  an  unusually  active  one.  Yet,  however  well  he 
has  become  known  in  other  fields  of  endeavor,  it  is  as 
Jake  H.  Harrison,  Texas  poet,  that  he  has  endeared 
himself  to  the  people  and  established  a  reputation 
author  of  verse  that  has  the  ability  to  touch  the  heart 
through  the  sentiment  in  it  rather  than  through  mere 
superficial  quality. 

Jacob  Hayne  Harrison  was  born  in  Eockingham 
county,  Virginia,  April  2(1.  18.51,  and  is  a  son  o^  Daniel 
and  Huldah  B.  (Hayne)  Harrison,  members  of  prominent 
Virginia  families.  His  maternal  grandmother  wag  a 
Duke,  of  Hanover  county,  Virginia,  and  his  grandfather 
was  a  relative  of  "Tippecanoe"  Harrison,  the  Presi- 
dent. In  18.57  Mr.  Harrison's  father  and  family  left 
Virginia  and  moved  to  Tennessee,  locating  first  in  Jef- 
ferson countv  and  later  in  Greene  county.  This  was  the 
heart  of  the'  Tennessee  country  that  furnished  so  many 
volunteers  to  the  Union  cause  in  the  Civil  war  and  Mr. 
Harrison's  older  brothers  enlisted  in  the  ranks  of  the 
blue.  He  himself  can  remember  as  a  boy  some  of  the 
noted  characters  of  that  day  who  were  friends  of  the 
family  and  frequent  visitors  at  his  father's  home,  in- 
cluding   "Andy"    Johnson,    "Parson"    Brownlow    and 
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other  members  of  the  Brownlow  family.  In  the  fall  of 
1868  the  family  moved  to  Carroll  county,  Missouri,  and 
Mr.  Harrison 's  father  died  there.  In  1874  Mr.  Harri- 
son came  to  Texas  alone,  and,  locating  in  Hill  county, 
secured  employment  as  a  teacher  in  the  early  schools. 
He  recalls  tliat  during  that  period  he  played  the  "fiddle" 
for  the  weekly  Friday  night  dances  of  the  neighborhood, 
at  which  congenial  occupation  he  earned  more  money 
than  he  did  at  teaching  school.  In  1878  Mr.  Harrison 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  for  that  precinct  of 
Hill  county  of  which  what  is  now  known  as  Hubbard 
City  was  the  center,  an  office  which  he  held  for  six 
j-ears,  and  during  two  years  of  that  time  was  also  county 
commissioner,  in  addition  to  which  he  had  charge  of  the 
postoffice  at  Hubbard  City.  For  about  one  year  he  was 
editor  and  publisher  and  issued  the  initial  number  of 
the  Hubbard  City  News,  which  was  the  successor  of  the 
Herald.  In  the  fall  of  1SS3  Mr.  Harrison  removed  to 
Hillsboro,  the  county  seat,  and  there  founded  the  Uilh- 
boro  News,  of  which  he  was  editor  and  publisher  until 
the  office  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  at  that  time  he 
retired  from  the  field  of  journalism.  Later  he  was 
appointed  city  tax  assessor  and  collector  of  Hillsboro,  a 
[josition  which  he  held  for  about  one  year,  and  at  t 
same  time  began  abstract  work  at  Hillsboro  for  the  firm 
of  Tarlton,  Jordan  &  Tarlton.  In  connection  with  his 
abstract  work  he  began  loaning  money  for  the  Texas 
Loan  Agency  of  Corsicana,  but  in  the  spring  of  1886 
removed  to  (3!atesville  and  purchased  and  controlled  the 
entire  abstract  business  of  the  county.  Eighteen  months 
of  hard  and  unremitting  labor  destroyed  his  health,  and, 
being  compelled  to  give  up  inside  work  altogether,  he 
went  on  the  road  as  traveling  inspector  of  loans  for  the 
Texas  Loan  Agency  and  moved  to  Corsicana  with  his 
family  in  the  fall  of  1889.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  capacity  of  inspector,  or  securities  man, 
for  the  Texas  Loan  Agency,  Francis  Smith  &  Company 
of  San  Antonio,  and  the  British  &  American  Mortgage 
Company  of  Dallas,  the  latter  having  been  his  position 
since  1899,  since  about  which  time  he  has  made  his  home 
in  Dall.is. 

ilr.  Harrison,  as  said  before,  is  best  known  as  a  poet, 
his  verse  having  attracted  wide  attention  and  won  the 
commendation  of  some  of  the  best  critics  in  the  country. 
One  of  the  most  beautiful  things  that  have  come  from 
his  pen,  "The  Yellowhouse  Canyon,"  appears  in  the 
work,  Library  of  Southern  Literature,  but  his  beautiful 
thoughts  have  usually  been  given  to  the  public  through 
the  medium  bf  the  newspapers  and  magazines,  and  have 
reached  their  widest  and  most  appreciative  circle  of 
readers  through  the  columns  of  the  I>aUas  News  and  the 
Texas  Farm  and  Banch.  Mr.  Harrison  took  up  verse  writ- 
ing at  first  merely  to  occupy  his  thoughts  and  time  while 
waiting  for  trains  during  the  early  days  of  his  travels,  but 
took  courage  from  the  fact  that  the  publishers  recognized 
merit  in  his  work,  and  from  that  time  his  poetry  has  stead- 
ily grown  in  power,  in  finish  and  in  interest.  Most  of  his 
verse  breathes  the  spirit  of  the  free  outdoors,  of  hunting 
and  fishing  and  life  on  the  great  prairie  stretches  of  the 
west,  over  all  of  which  he  has  traveled  in  connection  with 
his  business.  Other  poems,  however,  are  purely  of  a 
domestic  nature.  The  poems  published  in  connection 
with  this  review  show,  perhaps,  as  well  as  any  of  his 
others,  the  high  character  of  his  work. 

Mr.  Harrison  has  been  twice  married,  the  first  time 
September  28,  1878,  to  Miss  Theodosia  C.  Powell,  of 
Limestone  county,  Texas.  She  died  in  March,  190.5,  the 
union  having  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children: 
Claude  N.  Harrison,  Judge  Harrison  and  Miss  Dixie 
W.  Harrison.  On  August  21,  1910,  Mr.  Harrison  was 
married  to  his  present  wife,  who  before  her  marriage 
was  Miss  Lillian  Kendrick  Byrn.  She  was  brought  to 
Texas  in  early  childhood  by  her  parents,  who  settled 
in  San  Antonio,  in  the  schools  of  which  citv  she  received 


the  major  part  of  her  education.  Here,  amid  the  pic- 
turesque semi-tropical  beauty  of  the  sleepy  old  city, 
she  grew  into  an  intimate  sympathy  with  all  that  per- 
tains to  real  history,  real  achievement  of  noble  ends; 
and  with  the  growth  of  the  present  hustling  metropolis 
came  the  expanding  of  her  own  perceptions  which  fitted 
her  for  the  literary  work  that  she  was  later  to  under- 
take. 

During  her  high  school  years  her  poems  and  stories 
began  to  attract  attention  and  she  was  the  winner  of 
several  literary  competitions.  After  the  death  of 
her  father,  Lucas  Haynes  Byrn,  descendant  of  an 
Irish  settler  of  the  first  Virginia  colony,  she  taught 
for  several  years  and  continuing  her  studies  also,  ob- 
tained literary  degrees  from  the  State  Normal  Institute, 
Museo  Nacional  de  Mexico  and  University  of  Chicago,  at 
which  latter  institution  she  specialized  in  anthropology 
under  the  noted  explorer,  Frederick  Starr.  Making 
teaching  the  means  of  travel.  Miss  Byrn  covered  the 
greater  part  of  Mexico,  studying  its  history,  ancient  and 
modern,  its  customs,  literature  and  resources,  and  writ- 
ing a  great  many  magazine  articles  and  brochures  on 
these  subjects. 

Opportunity  for  editorial  work  came  in  Boston,  where 
she  was  associated  in  the  editorship  of  Home  and  Abroad, 
a  magazine  devoted  to  travel  and  study.  Following  this 
she  went  to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  where,  as  literary  edi- 
tor of  the  Sob  Taylor's  Magazine,  and  after  the  con- 
solidation, of  the  Taylor-Trotwood  Maganne,  she  became 
a  potent  factor  in  the  upbuilding  of  a  broad  journal 
worthy  of  the  magnificent  field  it  represented.  A  period 
of  two  years  spent  in  travel  in  Peru,  Chile,  Bolivia,  Ar- 
gentina and  Brazil  gave  her  wide  opportunities  for 
acquaintance  with  the  social  life  of  our  neighboring  con- 
tinent, and  in  the  extensive  ruins  found  all  over  South 
America,  she  accumulated  a  vast  amount  of  literary  and 
scientific  material. 

Her  marriage,  in  August,  1910,  to  Jacob  Hayne  Harri- 
son, of  Harrisonburg,  Virginia,  then  as  now  a  resident 
of  Dallas,  brought  her  again  to  a  residence  in  the  Lone 
Star  state  where  in  their  Dallas  home  they  dispense  a 
hospitality  typical  of  their  Virginia  forbears. 

As  an  oflScer  of  the  Dallas  Pen  Women,  a  member  of 
the  National  Pen  Women 's  League,  The  National  Geo- 
graphical Society  and  the  Eoyal  Anthropological  Insti- 
tute (London),  Mrs.  Harrison,  although  devoting  her- 
self to  the  career  of  home-making,  continues  her  interest 
and  to  some  extent  her  activities  in  literary  work. 

Mrs.  Harrison  is  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Jennie  Kendrick 
Collins,  of  San  Antonio,  who  after  the  death  of  Lucas 
Haynes  Byrn,  married  James  E.   Collins. 

A  CEY   FOE   THE    OPEN   EANGE 

I  long  for  a  whiff  of  the  desert  air. 

For  the  scent  of  the  desert  sand. 
For  the  spreading  reach  of  the  billow  hills 

In  that  sea  of  the  rolling  land ; 
For  the  fiery  glint  of  the  western  sun 

And  the  feel  of  the  pulsing  heat — 
The  crunch  of  the  carpet  of  glinting  grit 

I  would  sense  with  my  weary  feet. 

I  long  for  the  fan  of  the  desert  breeze 

When  stars  are  alight  in  the  skies. 
The  shadows  that  fall  nn   the  pn'itprn  hills 

As  a  rest  for  men's   \\r:\T\  r\r^.; 
For  the  dew  that  sprinkl.-i  ili,.  v|r,  |iint;  face 

When  the  curtain  of  iiiL^lir   is  ihiiwn. 
And  the  glory  that  glows  in  the  smiling  east 

When  the  day  brings  back  tlie  dawn. 

You  may  have  the  city  with  all  its  [lomp. 

Have  its  wealth  and  its  mansions  fine, 
Its  tables  that  groan  with  the  richest  food. 

And  its  goblets  of  sparkling  wine; 
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But  give  me  the  measureless  solitude 

Of  the  sand,  and  the  desert  air, 
With  the  trackless  plain  and  the  cheerless  scene, 

And  the  feeling  that  God  is  there. 

— Jake  H.  Harrison. 

THE  DESERT  CAMP 

The  wagon,  gray  with  grime  and  dust, 

Stands  with  its  front  toward  the  south, 
A  sun-burnt  plainsman,  lithe  and  tall, 

Sits  smoking  in  its  cavern  mouth; 
A  pile  of  saddles,  ropes  and  guns 

Lie  to  the  right  upon  the  ground. 
And  blankets  damp  from  recent  use, 

Left  there  to  dry,  are  spread  around. 

A  fire  of  ' '  chips ' '  and  grease-wood  brush 

Is  burning  on  an  open  place. 
And  over  this  a  "Greaser"  bends 

With  active  hands  and  leathern  face; 
Intent  upon  the  meal  he  cooks, 

For  it   is  nearing  supper  time, 
And  coffee,  beans  and  broiling  meat, 

Send  far  abroad  aroma  prime. 

There  on  the  mesa  to  the  left 

The  horses  crop  the  stunted  grass, 
Nip  tender  shoots  of  dwarf  mesquite. 

And  sniff  the  "loco"  as  they  pass; 
While  on  that  rocky  point  beyond, 

A  lonely  "lobo"  keeps  his  ward, 
And  watches  all  the  movements  here 

With  baleful  eye  and  keen  regard. 

The  sun,  a  blood-red,  blazing  orb, 

Winks  at  the  world  froni  out  the  west. 
While  Nature  seems  to  stretch  and  yawn. 

As  half  inclined  to  go  to  rest ; 
Dry  winds  alive  with  acrid  dust 

Go  sighing  by  as  if  in  pain. 
While  ghosts  of  ages  dead  and  gone 

Cast  phantom  shadows  on  the  plain. 

A  do?en  deep  and  angry  yelps. 

Succeeded  by  a  hungry  howl. 
Tell  where  not  far  toward  the  east 

A  pack  of  snarling  "lobos"  prowl; 
They  scent  the  broiling  bacon  fumes, 

Gaunt,  gnawing  hunger  does  the  rest. 
And  they  may  even  charge  the  camp 

Before  they  cease  their  snifSng  quest. 

The  plainsman  leaves  the  wagon  seat, 

The  horses  snort,  then  turn  and  run. 
The  ' '  Greaser ' '  puts  aside  his  pots, 

And  with  a  grin  picks  up  his  gun. 
' '  Los  lobos  malos, ' '  he  exclaims, 

And    shows    his    gleaming    teeth    the    while — 
Ye  gods;  this  satyr  of  the  plains 

Could  freeze  a  sunbeam  with  his  smile! 

The  horses  wheel  and  gallop  back, 

Then  stop  and  snort  and  wheel  again, 
Describe  a  circle,  pause  and  neigh, 

Then  fly  in  fright  across  the  plain ; 
And  in  their  wake  the  "lobos"  trail, 

Forgetful  of  the  bacon  scent, 
And  they  will  follow,  true  and  swift, 

Until  the  horses '  strength  is  spent. 

But  no,  they  wheel  and  here  they  come. 
They  make  a   "bee  line"   for  the  camp. 

And  even  now,  mid  howl  and  yelp. 
We  hear  the  thunder  of  their  tramp. 


On,  on  they  come — and  see  the  wolves; 

Ah,  but  that  pace  is  one  to  kill, 
And  can  they  hold  it,  will  they  last? 

Yes,  God  be  praised,  they  will,  they  will! 

Ah,  hear  that  spitting  ' '  Marlin ' '  speak, 

And  see  that  ' '  lobo '  'gnaw  the  ground, 
Again,  again,  that  keen  report. 

And  it  is  dealing  death  around! 
While  gleaming  teeth  are  flashing  white 

From  satyr  lips  devoid  of  mirth. 
And  eyes  are  scintillating  light 

That  only  hate  can  give  its  birth. 

"Los  lobos  son  diablos,  si!" 

The  ' '  Greaser ' '  cries  with  fiery  breath, 
"Muerto — what  you  G-r-r-ingoes  say? 

Ah  si,  yo  know,  you  call  heem  death! 
He  keel  muchacho  mio,  si! 

Ah,  now  yo  pay  heem — si,  yo  weel ! 
It  is  hees  sangre  yo  would  dreenk, 

Ah,  eet  ees  heaven  heem  to  keel !  ' ' 

And  panting,  pounding,  here  they  come. 

The   yelping  "lobos"   give  them   wings; 
Those  milk  white  teeth  are  flashing  yet. 

And  listen  how  that  "Marlin"  sings! 
Five  wolves  are  down,  yet  four  come  on, 

The  ' '  Marlin 's ' '  magazine  is  spent. 
And  still  the  horses  are  not  saffe — 

Those  "lobos"  are  on  blood  intent. 

The  range  is  long  for  pistols  yet, 

But  see,  they  slip  from  holsters  now. 
Drop  out  in  front  of  stretching  arms 

And  send  abroad  a  growling  "pow!" 
Another  wolf  has  gone  to  earth, 

And  see,  another  limps  away — 
The  sun  has  set,  the  dusk  is  here, 

The  horses,  too,  have  won  the  day. 

They  stand  beside  the  wagon  now. 

Their  heaving  sides  a  mass  of  foam. 
The  fear  they  felt  they  feel  no  more. 

The  wolves  are  gone — and  this  is  home! 
The  camp  is  quiet  once  again. 

The  ' '  Greaser ' '  raps  a  tinkling  plate, 
The  plainsman   stretches,   yawns   and   says: 

' '  Well,  supper  is  a  little  late. ' ' 

The  moon  is  rising  in  the  east, 

The  dust  is  laid,  the  winds  are  still, 
And  softly  through  the  golden  night, 

The  flutings  of  the  whip-poor-will 
Come  floating  sweet   across  the  plain. 

As  earnest  from  a  peaceful  land. 
That  He  who  set   the  stars   in  place 

Holds  even  deserts  in  His  hand. 

— Jake  H.  Harrison. 

MEXICO  * 

An  ancient  land  that  teems  with  yellow  gold. 

Whose    fanes    were    weather-worn    when    Greece    was 
young. 
In  mystic  script  its  history  was  told, 

Before  blind  Homer's  Iliad  was  sung. 
Yea,  long  before  the  pyramids  were  built, 

Or  silent  Sphynx  began  her  stolid  gaze. 
This  soil  of  mystery  was  richly  gilt, 

With  stars  that  glint  through   dark  tradition's   haze. 

*  Written    especially    for    the    History    of    Texas    and 
Texans,   1914. 
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Its  ancient  ruins  show  the  sculptor's  art, 

Its  shadow  dials  tell  its  early  lore, 
Its  mystic  cypher  holds  within  its  heart, 

A  secret  that  no  modern  can  explore. 
Its  temples  show  religion's  august  sway. 

Before  the  walls  ot  Karnak  were  begun. 
And   there   is  patent  evidence,  today. 

That  they  were  dedicated  to  the  sun. 

Grim,  human  sacrifice  they  all  declare. 

With  reeking  blood  their  ceremonies  teem, 
And  ritual  that  lends  a  tragic  air. 

Which  haunts  you  like  a  horrifying  dream. 
About  it  all  the  pall  of  age  is  spread. 

Conjecture  sits  immobile  on  her  throne, 
You  feel  the  presence  of  a  mystic  dread, 

And  all  the  terrors  of  a  fear  unknown. 

Within  the  forest  solitudes  they  lie. 

These  ruins  of  an  ancient  virile  race. 
Ten  thousand  years  of  humus  slumbers  by. 

To  prove  the  desolation  of  the  place. 
And  over  all  the  forest  sentries  stand. 

Deep  rooted  in  the  debris  that  abounds. 
Yet  even  in  their  death,  we  find  them  grand, 

The  temples  that  bestrew  these  ancient  grounds. 

Adown  the  ages  then  we  follow  on. 

Until  the  Montezuraas  come  to  reign. 
And  in  the  crumbling  niins  find,  anon. 

The  evidence  of  internecine  pain; 
The  history  of  civil  war  and  strife, 

Deep  graven  by  the  giant  hand  of  Time, 
Grim,  bloody  fiends  who  sap  a  Nation 's  life. 

And  leave  it  writhing  in  a  sea  of  crime. 

There  despotism  shows  its  iron  hand, 

The  common  herd  were  driven  with  a  goad, 
That  only  those  can  fully  understand. 

Who  feel  and  bear  its  agonizing  load. 
For  liberty  and  right  were  put  aside. 

To  serve  the  purpose  of  the  ruling  few, 
And  slavery,  the  worst  that  can  betide. 

For  centuries,  the  common  people  knew. 

Then   came  the   Spanish   dons,  with  cruel   might, 

Cortez   the   brute,   by   papal   mandate   blest. 
A  Christian   (f)  scourge  who  never  knew  a  right. 

And  made  of  gold  and  land  his  primal  quest. 
With  fiendish  hand  he  robbed  and  burnt  and  slew, 

His  tyrant  heart  regarded  self  alone. 
While  Plunder  was  the  only  law  he  knew. 

And  music  was,  to  him,  a  captive's  groan. 

The  scum  of  Spain  found  ready  refuge  there. 

Till  ' '  Savage  Mexico ' '  could  hold  no  more. 
At  least  until  the  jailers  made  it  clear. 

That  they  had  given  up  their  vicious  store. 
It  came,  this  scum,  instructed  by  its  king 

To  kill  the  native  men,  and  take  their  wives, 
And  priests  were  sent  to  make  the  chancel  ring. 

With  masses  meant  to  cleanse  these  culprit  lives. 

The  native  blood  thus  tainted  with  the  crime. 

And  all  the  rotten  vice  that  prisons  knew. 
Brought  forth  a  spawn  of  savage  human  grime. 

It  made  the  soul  of  Heaven  sick  to  view. 
Yet  motion  purifies  the  putrid  stream. 

And  time  wUl  cleanse  the  taint  in  human  blood, 
Therefore,  in  course  of  years,  there  came  a  gleam. 

To   even   these,   of   peaceful  brotherhood. 

The  patriot  Hidalgo  led  the  van. 

That  routed  Spanish  vice  and  tyranny. 

While  Juarez  perfected  Hidalgo's  plan. 
And  won,  at  last,  a  taste  of  liberty. 


The  galling  yoke  was  lifted  from  the  neck, 
That  centuries  had  borne  its  cruel  weight — 

How,  hardly,  can  a  ruling  Nation  reck, 
The  venom  of  a  conquered  people's  hate! 

The  Spaniard  was  a  tyrant,  not  a  fool. 

Whose  pjrime  consideration  was  to  win. 
He  never  let  his  selfish  ardor  cool, 

And  never  counted  robbery  a  sin. 
The  native  was  a  savage  Nature  child, 

Eevengeful,  superstitious,  fierce  and  brave, 
A  creature,  while  not  altogether  wild. 

That  Heaven  never  meant  to  be  a  slave. 

Amalgamation  then  was  simply  crime. 

Upon  the  page  of  history  a  blot, 
A  mixture  that  produces  human  grime. 

With  cruelty  and  hellish  passion  hot. 
Therefore,  a  thousand  years,  at  least,  must  pass. 

Before  the  cleansing  hand  of  Time  is  shown, 
And  blood  must  spiU  a  thousand  times,  alas, 

Before  the  sweets  of  liberty  are  known. 

For  education  has  not  paved  the  way. 

To  democratic  government,  as  yet. 
Dictatorship  still  holds  its  rigid  sway. 

Though   Lilierty   must   view  it  with  regret; 
And  Bevolutiou,  time  and  time  again, 

Must  light  the  scene  with  War's  consuming  brand. 
And  wrench  the  Nation  's  heart  with  martial  pain. 

While  hungry  Rapine  devastates  the  land. 

But  when  the  tainted  blood  is  purified. 

And  all  the  sin  of  Spanish  crime  is  spent. 
When  savage  heat  by  time  is  modified, 

Caucasian  grace  and  native  vigor  blent; 
And  all  the  force  that  mental  strength  can  bring, 

Together  with  the  culture  it  will  gain, 
Then  Mexico  her  banners  wide  will  fling. 

And  prove  a  queen  of  Nations  on  the  Main. 

Her  mines  will  pour  their  precious  metals  forth, 

The  marts  of  trade  will  glorify  her  name, 
Financial  centers  testify  her  worth. 

And  all  the  world  will  sing  her  glowing  fame. 
Her  riches  are  intrinsic,  and  secure, 

Her  minerals  and  fertile  valleys  rare, 
A  wealth   that  through  the  ages  must  endure, 

And  only  needs  the  patient  hand  of  Care. 

With  proper  tillage,  she  could  feed  the  earth. 

Her  precious  gems  Golconda  could  not  buy. 
Of  ruby  wines  she  need  not  suffer  dearth. 

And  man  knows  not  a  softer,  bluer  sky. 
Her  forests  teem  with  all  the  richer  woods, 

Her  splendid  rivers  find  the  placid  sea. 
And  they  would  serve  as  highways  for  her  goods. 

If  only  all  her  energies  were  free. 

But  prostrate,  bound,  she  lies  before  us  now, 

While  civil  war  is  sucking  at  her  blood. 
The  mark  of  Cain  shows  plain  upon  her  brow. 

Self-murder  saps  the  strength  of  brotherhood. 
An  internecine  death  her  vitals  grips, 

And  Mexico  must  tremble  in  the  toils, 
Till  Justice  with  her  stern,  impartial  lips. 

Shames  Fate  until  she   drops  ill-gotten  spoils. 

— Jake  H.  Harrison. 

Olnett  Davis.  As  a  thriving  and  growing  city  of  the 
Southwest  and  an  important  commercial  center  of  Collin 
county.  Piano  has  taken  a  leading  part  in  the  business 
history  of  Northern  Texas  and  has  attracted  to  it  some 
of  the  active  minds,  not  only  in  the  various  professions, 
but  those  capable  of  controlling  financial  and  business 
interests.     This  feature  alone  is  one  that  has  contributed 
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to  this  municipality 's  prosperity — the  fact  that  its  inter- 
ests demand  action  and  ability — for  where  men  possess- 
ing these  attributes  congregate,  success  is  sure  to  follow 
and  a  further  enlargement  of  business  fields  and  oper- 
ating opportunities.  No  man  ever  rose  above  his  fellows 
unless  he  possessed  something  more  than  they — advan- 
tages of  money,  mind,  or  native  ability,  and  more  fre- 
quently than  not  the  first  plays  but  a  small  part,  com- 
pared with  the  latter.  An  illustration  of  this  truth  may 
be  found  in  the  career  of  Olney  Davis,  president  of  the 
Farmers  and  Merchants  National  Bank  of  Piano,  a  man 
who  has  risen  because  he  has  made  the  most  of  his  op 
portunities  and  who  is  today  the  directing  head  of  one 
of  the  institutions  which  is  contributing  materially  to 
Piano  's  importance  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  Davis  is  a  native  son  of  Texas,  having  been  born 
in  Ellis  county,  February  17,  1857.  His  parents,  E.  A. 
and  il.  P.  (Sweat)  Davis,  were  natives  of  Tennessee, 
who  came  to  Texas  in  1852  and  located  first  in  Collin 
county,  subsequently  moving  to  a  property  in  Ellis 
county.  There  R.  A.  Davis  carried  on  his  operations 
with  slave  labor  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  dur- 
ing which  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  and  served 
the  last  two  years  of  the  war,  lieing  still  in  the  Gray 
when  General  Lee's  surrender  at  Appomattox  marked 
the  fall  of  the  ' '  Lost  Cause. ' '  He  then  returned  to  the 
peaceful  pursuits  of  civil  life,  and  continued  to  carry  on 
his  operations  in  Ellis  county  until  his  retirement  from 
active  pursuits,  several  years  prior  to  his  death,  which 
occurred  at  Waxahachie,  Texas,  in  April,  1903.  He  was 
a  more  or  less  prominent  man  of  his  community,  serving 
as  county  surveyor  for  several  years,  and  was  prosperous 
in  his  business  operations  because  of  his  industry  and 
good  management,  combined  with  strict  integrity.  Mrs. 
Davis  died  in  1898,  having  been  the  mother  of  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  are  now  living,  Olney  being  the  next 
to  the  youngest. 

The  early  education  of  Olney  Davis  was  secured  in  the 
public  schools  of  Ellis  county,  and  during  this  preliminary 
training  he  spent  much  of  his  time  in  assisting  his  father 
in  the  work  of  the  homestead  place.  Later  he  was  a  stu- 
dent in  the  industrial  school  of  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois, at  Champaign,  Illinois,  and  upon  his  return  home  he 
had  his  first  business  experience  as  a  farmer  ar.d  slock 
raiser  in  Collin  county.  His  ventures  in  this  field  proved 
eminently  satisfactory  and  prosperous,  but  in  1887  he 
turned  his  attention  to  the  field  of  finance,  when  he  as- 
sisted in  organizing  the  Piano  National  Bank,  of  which 
he  was  made  vice  president.  About  1895  he  disposed  of 
his  interests  in  that  institution,  and  in  1900  he  directed 
tlie  organization  of  the  Farmers  and  Merchants  National 
Bank  of  Piano,  of  which  he  became  the  first  president,  a 
position  which  he  has  continued  to  hold  to  the  present 
time.  Mr.  Davis  possesses  excellent  organizing  and  ex- 
ecutive ability.  Public  confidence  is  with  him;  he  has 
popularized  the  coflfers  of  the  institution  by  his  wise 
and  conservative  direction  of  its  policies,  and  each  year 
has  seen  the  bank  grow  in  scope  and  power.  He  has  met 
each  emergency  capably,  and  his  associates  have  learned 
to  depend  upon  his  judgment  and  foresight.  Mr.  Davis 
has  always  been  a  Democrat  and  has  at  all  times  given 
the  candidates  and  policies  of  his  party  the  benefit  of  his 
influence.  In  1891  he  was  chosen  by"  his  fellow  citizens 
as  chief  executive  of  the  city,  and  occupied  the  mayoralty 
chair  until  189G,  and  during  the  five  years  of  his  sane 
and  businesslike  administration  the  city  grew  and  de- 
veloped in  size  and  prosperity.  At  the  present  time  he 
is  serving  his  second  term  as  alderman,  and  is  also  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  city  treasurer.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Davis 
is  connected  with  the  local  lodges  of  the  "independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  While  his  private  interests  are  many, 
demanding  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention, 
Mr.  Davis  has  ever  been  ready  to  give  of  himself  in  the 
forwarding  of  movements  looking  toward  the  advance- 
ment of  education  and  good  citizenship. 


On  April  I'O,  1881,  Mr.  Davis  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Eifie  Mathews  of  CoUin  county,  a  daughter  of 
B.  F.  Mathews,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Col- 
lin county,  a  prominent  farmer,  and  died  in  1878.  Nine 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis,  six  of 
whom  are  now  living,  as  follows:  R.  A.,  who  is  cashier 
of  the  Farmers  and  Merchants  National  Bank  of  Piano 
and  one  of  the  energetic  and  progressive  young  business 
men  of  the  city;  Mrs.  Edna  M.  Houston,  wife  of  H.  H. 
Houston  of  Teague,  Texas,  vice  president  of  the  First 
State  Bank  of  that  place  and  a  grandson  of  Gen.  Sam 
Houston;  Miss  Maud,  a  graduate  in  music  of  St.  Mary's 
School,  Dallas;  Miss  Vera,  also  a  graduate,  in  a  special 
course,  at  St.  Mary's  school;  Miss  Pauline,  a  member  of 
the  class  of  1914  in  the  Piano  Hig:h  school  and  was  the 
honor  student  of  26,  which  constituted  the  class,  and 
Miss  Helen,  who  is  attending  the  graded  schools  of  this 
city. 

John  L.  Lovejot.  From  humble  clerkships  have  risen 
some  of  the  leading  men  in  the  financial  and  business 
world  of  Texas.  In  fact,  the  majority  of  the  financiers 
who  have  left  their  impress  upon  this  section  liave  had 
their  training  in  the  counting-room  or  behind  the  counter, 
and  in  this  class  stands  John  L.  Lovejoy,  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  McKinney.  He  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Collin  county  for  sixty-four  years,  and  has  been 
an  eye  witness  to  the  wonderful  development  which  has 
brought  this  section  from  a  wide,  open  range  to  a  center 
of  industrial  and  commercial  activity  and  through  his 
own  operations  has  contributed  in  no  small  way  to  this 
growth  and  progress.  Mr.  Lovejoy  was  born  August  22, 
1848,  at  Paris,  Lamar  county,  Texas,  and  is  a  son  of 
George  W.  and  Polly   (Highfield)   Lovejoy. 

The  Lovejoy  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction  and 
was  founded  in  Texas  by  the  grandfather  of  Mr.  Love- 
joy, the  Rev.  John  L.  Lovejoy,  who  was  a  prominent 
Methodist  divine  of  this  state  and  chaplain  of  the  state 
legislature  during  the  administration  of  Governor  Throck- 
morton. An  uncle,  James  H.  Lovejoy,  living  now  at 
Houston,  was  a  resident  of  Collin  county  for  a  number  of 
years  and  was  the  first  deputy  sheriff  under  the  first 
sheriff  of  the  county,  subsequently  becoming  himself  the 
second  sheriff.  At  present  he  is  living  a  retired  Ufe. 
George  W.  Lovejoy  was  born  in  Georgia,  and  was  a 
youth  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Texas,  in  1836, 
the  family  settling  at  Pin  Hook.  In  1849,  after  his  mar- 
riage, he  moved  to  Collin  county  and  purchased  land,  on 
which  he  continued  to  be  engaged  in  successful  farming 
and  stock  raising,  the  old  homestead  being  located  two 
miles  west  of  McKinney.  There  he  passed  away  in  1859. 
By  her  first  marriage  she  had  four  children,  and  by  her 
second  union  two  children.  Mrs.  Lovejoy,  who  survives 
the  father,  is  living  at  Gatesville,  Coryell  county,  and,  in 
spite  of  her  ninety-three  years,  is  still  alert  in  body  and 
active  in  mind  and  is  capable  of  doing  her  own  house- 
work 

John  L.  Lovejoy  received  but  meager  educational  ad- 
vantages in  his  youth,  his  training  being  limited  to  aboiit 
three  months  of  each  winter  in  the  primitive  log-cabin 
district  school.     He  was  ambitious  and  industrious,  how- 
ever, and  his  receptive  mind  and  retentive  memory  per- 
mitted him  to  become  better  schooled  than  many  of  his 
fellows.     Since  that  time,  wide  reading,  much  travel,  and 
keen  ol'Servation  of  men  and  affairs  have  given   liim 
broad  fund  of  knowledge  on  a  number  of  subjects,  and 
one  cannot  be  with  him  long  without  realizing  that  he 
a  very  well-educated  man.     Mr.  Lovejoy 's  first  businesi 
experience  was  as  a  clerk  in  a  drug  store  at  McKinney 
following  which   he   accepted  a   position   as   a   traveling 
salesman  for  Meyer  Brothers,  wholesale  druggists  of  St 
Louis.     His  career  as  a  banker  began  when  he  opened  i 
national  bank  at  Greenville,  Hunt  county,   of  which 
continued  as  president  until  September.  1907,  since  whi( 
time  he  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  vice  president.    Dur 
ing  this  time  he  had  been  a  stockholder  and  director 
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the  First  National  Bank  of  McKinney,  at  McKinney,  and 
in  September,  1907,  was  chosen  president  of  that  institu- 
tion, recognized  as  one  of  the  strongest  in  this  part  of 
the  state.  His  able  direction  of  its  policies  has  popu- 
larized its  coffers,  and  its  standing  in  banking  circles 
and  in  the  confidence  of  the  public  is  equally  high.  Mr. 
Lovejoy  is  the  owner  of  his  father's  old  home  and  farm 
west  of  McKinney,  where  there  are  12-11  acres  of  land, 
rented  to  nine  families.  A  Democrat  of  the  Jeffersonian 
persuasion,  Mr.  Lovejoy  has  always  been  an  active  and 
ardent  supporter  of  his  party 's  policies  and  candidates. 
In  Masonry  he  has  achieved  a  high  place,  having  attained 
to  the  Scottish  Eite  degree,  and  he  is  at  this  time  treas- 
urer of  the  Commandery  at  McKinney.  He  holds  mem- 
bership also  in  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  is  a  charter  member  of  the  local  lodge  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  A  lifelong  member  of  the  Southern 
Presbyterian  church,  he  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  dea- 
con thereof  for  a  number  of  years. 

In  1882  Mr.  Lovejoy  was  married  at  McKinney  to  Miss' 
Carrie  Emerson,  a  daughter  of  Francis  Emerson,  who 
came  to  America  as  a  boy  from  Ireland  and  located  in 
Texas  about  1855  as  an  early  settler.  In  1869  he  organ- 
ized the  present  First  National  Bank  of  McKinney,  and 
continued  as  its  president  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
1901.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lovejoy  are  the  parents  of  one 
daughter,  Margie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  C.  G.  Comegys, 
a  practicing  physician  of  Gainesville,  Texas. 

Mr.  Lovejoy  is  very  fond  of  travel,  and  generally 
spends  his  vacations  in  visiting  prominent  Masonic  and 
Shrine  gatherings  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and 
in  taking  occasional  trips  with  his  family  to  Europe,  hav- 
ing spent  six  months  there  during  the  Paris  Exposition. 
However,  he  finds  his  greatest  pleasure  at  his  home,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  a  beautiful  residence  at  No.  401 
North  Kentucky  street,  McKinney. 

WiLFORD  E.  EucKER,  M.  D.  Since  1900  Dr.  Eucker  has 
been  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion in  Collin  county.  Dr.  Eucker  graduated  in  medicine 
more  than  twenty  years  ago,  has  kept  himself  m  close 
touch  with  the  advance  in  knowledge  by  private  reading 
and  by  post-graduate  work,  and  has  well  deserved  his 
success. 

Born  at  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  May  10,  1863,  "Wilford 
E.  Eucker  is  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry  and  a  sou  of  Wil- 
liam B.  and  Mahala  (Underwood)  Eucker.  Both  his  fa- 
ther and  mother  were  natives  of  Tennessee.  His  father 
during  his  active  career  was  a  farmer  and  merchant ; 
volunteered  for  service  in  the  Union  army  from  east 
Tennessee,  and  participated  in  some  of  the  iioportant 
battles  and  campaigns  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
Among  the  engagements  in  his  experience  as  a  soldier 
were  the  battles  of  Chickamauga,  Missionary  Eidge,  and 
many  others,  and  in  one  fight  he  was  wounded.  He  is 
now  living,  at  the  good  old  age  of  seventy-four,  at  his 
home,  in  Cleveland,  and  for  several  years  has  been  com- 
mander of  the  Grand  Army  post  at  that  place.  His 
wife,  the  mother  of  Dr.  Eucker,  died  about  1869.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters,  Dr.  Eucker  being  the  oldest.  Dr.  Backer's 
brother,  W.  H.  Eucker,  is  postmaster  at  Nevada,  in  Col- 
lin county,  and  his  sister  is  the  wife  of  B.  C.  McDowell, 
deceased,  and  lives  in  Oak  Cliff,  at  Dallas.  He  also  has 
a  half-brother,  J.  B.  Eucker,  in  the  real  estate  business 
at  Dallas,  and  a  half-sister,  Eula  Eucker,  a  teacher  in 
the  public  schools  of  Dallas. 

Dr.  Eucker  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Flint  Springs  Academy. 
and  in  1892  was  graduated  in  medicine  from  the  medical 
department  of  the  Vanderbilt  University,  at  Nashville. 
His  practice  was  begun  at  Altoga,  in  Collin  county,  and 
from  1896  to  1900  he  practiced  in  Dallas  county.  Since 
1900  his  home  and  the  center  of  his  professional  activi- 
ties have  been  at  McKinney.  For  several  years  he  was 
associated  with  Dr.  T.  W.  Wiley  in  the  management  of 


the  local  sanitarium.  Since  his  graduation  from  the 
Vanderbilt  University,  Dr.  Eucker  has  taken  three  post- 
graduate courses  in  the  New  Orleans  Polyclinic. 

In  political  views,  he  is  liberal,  and  usually  votes  for 
the  man  rather  than  the  party.  His  fraternal  affiliations 
are  with  the  Masonic  Order,  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  In  1892,  at  Altoga,  was  celebrated  his  marriage 
with  Mrs.  Sims  (nee  Miss  Fanny  J.  McMurray).  Her 
father,  Professor  McMurray,  was  for  a  number  of  years 
an  active  educator  in'  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  taught 
for  several  years  after  moving  to  Texas.  Her  mother 
was  a  member  of  the  prominent  Holt  family  of  Georgia. 
Dr.  Eucker  and  wife  have  one  son,  now  nineteen  years 
old,  who  was  educated  in  the  Bingham  MUitary  School,  in 
North  Carolina,  and  is  now  employed  in  the  hardware 
business  in  McKinney.  Dr.  Eucker  has  his  office  at  105 
W.  Virginia  street,  and  his  home  is  at  the  corner  of  Col- 
lege and  LaMar  streets. 

James  Henry  Hamner.  Among  the  well  known  news- 
paper men  in  western  Texas  there  is  perhaps  none  bet- 
ter qualified  and  with  a  more  diversified  experience  than 
James  Henry  Hamner,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Claude  Neivs.  He  was  born  in  Shelbv  county,  Tennessee 
February  28,  1839,  a  son  of  Hezekiah  Ford  and  Cale- 
donia Musadora  (Scales)  Hamner.  The  father,  a  native 
of  Virginia,  in  1835  moved  to  Tennessee,  where  he  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Shelby  county  and  where  he 
maintained  his  residence  until  his  death,  in  1845,  at  the 
age  of  forty-two.  By  occupation  he  was  a  planter;  by 
inclination  a  student  and  a  man  of  great  literary  attain- 
ments. The  mother  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  from 
which  state  her  parents  moved  into  Tennessee  in  1834. 
The  paternal  grandparents  were  of  Scotch  and  Welch 
stock,  coming  to  Virginia  at  an  early  day,  many  members 
being  prominent  in  the  early  history  of  that  state.  On 
the  maternal  side  the  ancestry  is  Scotch  and  the  family 
was  of  ancient  and  noble  lineage.  The  mother  died  in 
Mississippi  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four,  leaving 
four  children,  of  whom  the  Texas  editor  was  the  second. 

Mr.  Hamner  was  reared  in  Tennessee,  where  he  at- 
tended the  local  schools.  He  took  up  the  trade  of 
printer  as  his  first  regular  occupation,  and  for  many 
years  he  was  connected  with  the  newspaper  and  printing 
business  in  Memphis.  During  his  whole  life  Mr.  Ham- 
ner was  an  ardent  Southerner.  'When  the  war  broke  out 
his  young  heart  beat  responsive  to  the  call  of  the  drum 
and  he  gladly  enlisted  with  General  Bedford  Forrest 
when  the  latter  organized  his  battalion.  From  then  on 
to  the  end  of  the  war,  from  battlefield  to  battlefield, 
on  long,  hard  marches  and  hot  campaigns,  he  followed 
his  leader,  serving  as  high  private  with  faithfulness  and 
marked  courage.  At  the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson  he 
was  wounded  in  the  left  leg,  the  smaller  bone  being 
shattered  by  the  bullet,  which  killi'd  the  horse  that  had 
carried  him  into  action.  Then  followed  a  harder  fight 
with  death  in  a  hnspitnl  in  T'larksville,  Tennessee,  a 
thrilling  escape,  a  .iaiii;iT  t'r;in-ht  ride  on  horseback  to 
Corinth,  Mississippi,  ^^ll^n  :i  imlnno-h  enabled  him  to  go 
home  to  his  mother  in  W  rst  I'tdnt,  Mississippi,  where 
his  stay  was  prolonged  until  he  could  abandon  his 
crutches.  After  his  return  to  the  army  his  battalion 
was  merged  into  the  Tenth  Tennessee"  Eeginient  and 
figured  at  Eesaca,  at  Missionary  Eidge  and  Chicka- 
mauga, at  Franklin,  at  Nashville,  interspersed  by  many 
lesser  engagements.  His  surrender  was  made  at  Gaines- 
ville, Alabama,  May  10,  1865. 

Mr.  Hamner  took  up  life  again  with  nothing  but 
hand  and  head  and  heart  as  assets,  handicapped  by  a 
wound  that  proved  a  life-long  menace  and  annovance. 
In  1892  Mr.  Hamner  and  family  moved  to  Claude,  Texas, 
where  he  established  the  Claude  News.  For  three  and  a 
half  years  he  edited  this  weekly,  only  abandoning  it 
when  he  moved  to  McLennan  county.  Here  he  again  en- 
tered the  newspaper  field.     At  the  end  of  six  years  he 
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sold  his  establishment  and  returned  to  Claude,  seeking 
health  for  his  invalid  wife.  He  resumed  the  original 
paper,  the  News,  on  July  8,  1902,  since  which  time  his 
name  has  appeared  in  the  editorial  column  as  editor  and 
proprietor.  He  has  kept  the  News  up  to  the  highest 
standard  of  journalism,  guarding  its  columns  jealously 
from  the  unclean  and  vicious,  and  has  one  of  the  best 
papers  in  the  Panhandle  country. 

Mr.  Hamner  is  a  Eoyal  Arch  Mason  and  he  served  as 
treasurer  and  secretary  of  his  chapter  for  several  years. 
He  has  been  active  in  citizenship  and  served  as  treasurer 
of  Armstrong  county  during  1903-04-0o-06,  his  election 
having  come  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  was  affiliated 
with  the  Christian  Church. 

In  Marion,  Alabama,  April  21,  1867,  Mr.  Hamner 
married  Mrs.  Laura  Hendrix  Parker,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Althea  Vernon  (Oliver)  Hendrix.  Her  father 
was  a  weU-known  Alabama  planter,  a  former  member 
of  the  Alamaba  legislature  and  grand  master  of  the 
Masonic  order  of  his  state.  He  was  one  of  the  three 
Masons  in  the  United  States  who  at  that  time  had  taken 
the  33d  degree  in  Masonry.  Miss  Laura  Vernon  Hamner, 
the  only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamner,  was  born  at 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  July  17,  1871,  and  after  years  of 
successful  work  in  the  schoolroom  is  now  postmaster  at 
Claude,  Texas. 

Augustus  G.  Hubbard,  the  Postmaster  at  Paris,  Tex., 
has  been  intimately  associated  for  nearly  thirty  years 
with  the  business  interests  of  Paris  and  with  its  com- 
mercial life.  He  was  identified  as  a  member  of  the 
Paris  Dry  Goods  Company  for  twenty  years,  and  with 
its  financial  life  as  an  officer  of  some  of  the  leading 
banks  of  the  city.  He  is  a  native  Texan  and  was  born 
in  Harrison  county,  December  13,  1851.  His  father  was 
James  Hubbard,  who  came  to  Texas  from  South  Caro- 
lina, in  the  Abbeville  district,  where  his  birth  occurred 
in  1824;  but  the  family  is  one  of  New  England  origin, 
its  head' having  migrated  from  Connecticut  in  the  person 
of  James  Hubbard,  who  went  first  to  Virginia,  and  served 
through  the  war  of  1812  from  that  state,  and  later  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Wilson  of  Staunton,  that  state,  and  moved 
to  South  Carolina.  James  Hubbard  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  grocery  business  at  Hamburg,  South  Carolina, 
there  acquired  a  goodly  estate,  chiefly  consisting  of  Negro 
property,  and  died  at  that  point  in  1847. 

The  family  of  James  Hubbard  comprised  James  and 
John,  who  came  to  Texas  with  their  mother,  who,  it  may 
be  said  here,  died  in  Marshall  after  the  Civil  war.  Both 
sons  served  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  died  here.  Two 
daughters  were  also  numbered  in  the  family,  they  being 
Mrs  Bayless  Taylor  of  Marshall,  Texas,  and  Mrs.  Charles 
H.  Bowles  of  that  city.  James  Hubbard  came  to  Texas 
in  about  1849,  and  spent  a  few  years  in  Harrison  county. 
He  first  engaged  in  farming,  and  in  1850  married  Miss 
Eliza  M.  Dandridge,  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Watson 
Dandridge  of  Virginia,  out  of  which  family  came  Martha 
Washington.  In  later  years  Mr.  Hubbard  settled  in 
Bowie  county,  and  there  engaged  in  farming.  When  the 
Rebellion  came  on,  he  became  a  strong  advocate  of  Inde- 
pendence for  the  South  and  joined  the  Confederate  Army 
in  support  of  the  movement  to  that  end.  He  joined 
Crump's  Battalion,  was  commissioned  a  first  lieutenant, 
and  rose  to  a  captaincy  early  in  his  military  career.  His 
command  crossed  the  Mississippi  river  in  time  to  take 
part  in  the  affair  at  Corinth,  and  for  three  years  Captain 
Hubbard  remained  in  the  eastern  department,  where  the 
great  campaigns  of  the  Civil  War  took  place.  Return- 
ing to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  he  raised  a  com- 
pany, and  was  assigned  to  duty  under  E.  Kirby  Smith 
during  the  remainder  of  the  war.  He  escaped  wounds 
and  capture  and  came  out  of  the  long  struggle  with  suf- 
ficient health  and  courage  to  resume  the  cultivation  of 
his  Bed  river  farm,  and  was  later  elected  to  the  office  of 
county  judge,  in  which  he  officiated  for  many  years,  dis- 


charging his  duties  in  a  manner  most  satisfactory  and 
dispensing  a  justice  worthy  of  a  higher  court. 

Captain  Hubbard  was  a  man  of  education,  his  training 
having  been  received  in  a  Catholic  institution  in  George- 
town, D.  C.  He  was  not,  however,  an  orthodox  church- 
man. He  was  a  strong  writer  upon  topics  engaging  his 
best  thought  and  took  rank  among  the  best  citizens  of 
Bowie  county.  His  wife  died  at  Boston  in  1870,  and  he 
passed  away  in  Paris  in  1887.  Their  children  were  Sal- 
lie  E.,  now  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barry  of  Paris,  Texas,  and  Augus- 
tus G.  of  this  review,  he  being  the  first-born  of  the  two. 

Augustus  G.  Hubbard  was  educated  sparingly  in  the 
schools  of  Marshall  and  Boston,  Texas,  the  best  of  his 
training  coming  in  the  years  when  the  war  was  in  prog- 
ress, when  educational  systems  in  the  south  were  at  a 
low  ebb,  and  he  grew  up  chiefly  in  Bowie  county,  around 
about  old  Boston.  He  began  his  working  career  as  a 
clerk  in  a  dry  goods  store  there,  and  in  1874  he  went  to 
, Cooper,  Texas,  and  engaged  in  a  business  of  the  same 
character  on  his  own  responsibility,  just  at  the  time 
when  Delta  county  was  being  projected.  He  remained 
there  in  successful  business  until  1S84,  when  he  identi- 
fied himself  with  his  present  location,  straightway  assum- 
ing a  conspicuous  place  among  the  citizenship  of  Paris. 
He  quitted  mercantile  life  in  1904,  having  been  long 
identified  with  business  there  as  a  member  of  the  Paris 
Dry  Goods  Company,  and  entereii  the  banking  business 
as  cashier  of  the  Paris  National  Bank.  With  the  merg- 
ing of  that  institution  with  the  First  National  Bank  he 
became  cashier  of  the  latter  institution,  continuing  as  such 
until  May,  1912,  when  he  retired  from  it  and  from  all 
other  business  activity.  Circumstances,  however,  altered  j 
his  plans,  and  he  felt  impelled  to  once  more  enter  the  j 
lists,  and  he  did  so  as  president  of  the  Guaranty  State 
Bank  and  Trust  Company  in  November,  1912.  The  con- 
cern just  mentioned  is  capitalized  at  $50,000  and  was  or- 
ganized in  1912  by  the  Duncan  and  other  local  interests, 
and  its  destiny  is  in  the  hands  of  a  popular  and  capable 
management.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  bv  President 
Wilson  in  March,  1914. 

Mr.  Hubbard  was  married  in  Bowie  county,  Texas,  in 
January,  1874,  to  Miss  Eugenia  Moss,  a  daughter  of 
Robert  J.  Moss,  a  Virginia  settler  of  that  county  in  an 
early  day.  Mrs.  Moss  was  formerly  a  Miss  Blackburn, 
whose  parents  located  near  Blossom,  Texas,  in  1845,  so 
that  the  family  is  one  that  has  long  been  identified  with 
the  state.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubbard  are  as 
follows:  James,  a  merchant  of  New  Boston,  Texas,  who 
is  married  to  Alberta  Martin  and  is  the  father  of  six 
children — Augusta,  Eugenia,  Robert  and  Thomas  (who 
are  twins),  and  Alberta  Lee.  Robert  M.  Hubbard  is  an 
attorney  of  New  Boston  and  is  married  to  Miss  Bertie 
L.  Hart.  Thomas  is  a  merchant  at  Sweetwater,  Texas; 
he  married  Pearl  Lancaster  and  has  one  daughter, 
ginia.  William  E.  of  Memphis,  Texas,  is  a  merchant, 
and  married  Bunnie  Bunting.  .Tohn  H.  of  Sweetwater 
married  Shirley  McCarty.  Sallie  E.  married  John  C.  Gib- 
bons of  Paris,  Texas,  and  they  have  one  son,  Jack  Hub- 
bard Gibbons.  Mrs.  Mary  Meyer,  also  of  Paris,  has  one 
son,  Gus  Hubbard  Meyer.  Eugenia  V.  married  Frank  A. 
Bailey,  and  has  one  daughter,  Eugenia  Gibbons  Bailey. 
Dudley  C.  is  a  young  business  man  of  Paris,  and 
Augusta  Virginia  is  the  youngest  of  the  ten. 

Idris  W.  Evans.  One  of  the  men  of  whom  Bonhani; 
Texas,  is  especially  proud  and  who  has  accomplished 
great  work  for  this  city  is  Idris  W.  Evans,  who  was  su 
perintendent  of  its  schools  for  thirteen  years.  Jlr.  Evan 
has  given  his  entire  life  to  the  cause  of  education 
Texas,  and  he  is  one  of  the  few  educators  who  seem 
have  solved  the  problem  of  a  practical  education, 
question  that  is  causing  much  discussion  today  amonjE 
not  only  educators,  but  all  thinking  people.  He  has  comi 
bined  with  the  scientific  and  literary  branches  such  prac 
tical  subjects  that  give  a  student  who  can  take  no  mon 
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than   a   liigb   school  course   some   assets   when  he   starts 
out  in  life  for  himself. 

The  father  and  mother  of  Idris  W.  Evans  were  Welsh, 
being  natives  of  the  region  about  Cardiff,  Wales,  and 
belonging  to  the  mining  class  in  that  industrial  section. 
His  father,  Daniel  J.  Evans,  married  Jeanette  Jones 
clandestinely  when  they  were  scarcely  more  than  children, 
and  their  journey  to  the  United  States  was  their  bridal 
tour.  Mr.  Evans,  like  so  many  of  his  countryman,  was 
a  musician  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  he  first 
settled  in  Ohio,  being  a  teacher  of  vocal  music.  In  1881 
he  came  to  the  south,  and  located  in  Arkansas,  and  for 
the  past  several  years  he  has  been  supervisor  of  music  in 
the  schools  of  Little  Eock.  Six  children  have  been  born 
to  Daniel  J.  Evans  and  his  wife,  the  two  eldest  of  these 
having  died  in  childhood.  Of  those  living,  Idris  W.  is 
the  eldest;  Mrs.  J.  E.  Collins,  living  in  Carbon,  Texas; 
Gomer,  who  is  auditor  for  a  lumber  company  in  Okla- 
homa, and  Gwilym,  who  is  employed  by  the  Cudahy 
Packing  Company  in  Little  Eock,  Arkansas. 

Although  Mr.  Evans  is  thoroughly  southern  in  his  per- 
sonality and  through  the  circumstances  of  breeding  and 
education,  by  the  accident  of  birth  he  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  having  been  born  in  Summit  county  on  the  20th 
of  October,  1871.  He  came  to  Texas  as  a  youth  of 
sixteen,  with  the  foundation  of  a  good  education  and  the 
ambition  to  acquire  a  broader  one.  He  was  an  unusually 
brilliant  student,  and  determined  to  earn  his  living  and  at 
the  same  time  increase  his  own  knowledge  by  becoming 
a  school  teacher.  His  first  experience  in  this  field  was 
near  New  Boston,  Bowie  county,  Texas,  where  he  taught 
the  Eamsay  school.  He  remained  in  that  county  until 
some  time  during  the  nineties,  when  he  came  to  Fannin 
county  and  taught  the  Orangeville  school.  He  was  later 
elected  principal  of  the  Dodd  City  school,  and  then  of 
the  school  at  Leonard.  While  in  charge  of  the  school  at 
the  latter  place,  he  was  elected  county  superintendent  of 
schools.  He  was  re-elected  in  1900,  and  served  six 
months  of  his  term,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  superintendent  of  the  Bonham  schools. 

This  was  in  1901,  S.  B.  Foster  having  preceded  him  as 
superintendent.  When  he  took  charge,  there  was  one 
small  building  for  the  negro  pupils,  and  a  frame  build- 
ing almost  in  ruins,  and  a  tumble-down  brick  structure, 
both  of  which  occupied  the  site  of  the  present  high 
school,  for  the  white  children.  The  value  of  all  the 
school  property  was  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 
There  is  now  a  modern  high  school  building,  a  large 
campus  and  an  eight-room  building  in  northeast  Bon- 
ham, a  three-room  building  set  in  ample  grounds  in  South 
Bonham,  and  an  enlarged  building  for  the  negro  school. 
The  property  valuation  is  placed  at  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  thousand  dollars,  and  there  has  been  an  addi- 
tional seventy-five  thousand  dollars  in  bonds  voted  for  a 
new  high  school.  The  force  of  instruction  has  been  mate- 
rially increased,  there  being  now  twenty-three  white  teach- 
ers and  four  negroes.  When  Mr.  Evans  came  to  the 
school,  eleven  grades  had  been  established,  but  he  broad- 
ened and  strengthened  the  curriculum  until  now  the  high 
school  is  one  in  fact  as  well  as  in  name.  There  was  only 
the  nucleus  of  a  library  then,  and  now  there  are  volumes 
of  reference,  text-books,  and  fiction,  sufficient  to  do  credit 
to  a  much  larger  school.  The  science  department,  which 
has  been  woefully  neglected  in  most  of  our  southern 
high  schools,  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Evans'  advent  included 
onlv  physics  and  chemistry.  It  has  now  been  enlarged  to 
include  physical  geography,  physiology,  botany,  zoology, 
agriculture,  domestic  science  and  domestic  art,  manual 
training,  and  mechanical  drawing,  while  German  has  been 
added  to  the  literary  course.  Splendid  instruction  is  of- 
fered in  all  these  branches,  the  money  expended  for  the 
high  school  alone  for  instruction  being  over  seven  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Bonham  was  one  of  the  first  cities  in  the  state  to 
avail  itself  of  the  aid  offered  by  the  state  in  giving  in- 
struction in  the  departments  of  agriculture  and  domestic 


science  and,  in  addition  to  the  five  thousand  dollars  of 
the  state 's  money  that  has  been  expended,  it  has  ex- 
pended ten  thousand  of  its  own  money  on  these  depart- 
ments. 

In  a  bulletin  just  issued  by  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  D.  C,  the  Bonham 
high  school  is  given  conspicuous  mention  for  its  work  of 
pioneering  education  in  the  Texas  schools.  The  bulletin 
speaks  as  follows: 

"The  Bonham  High  School  took  advantage  of  the 
provisions  for  state  aid  in  teaching  agriculture,  manual 
training,  and  home  economics,  enlarged  and  equipped 
laboratories  for  the  work,  and  purchased  five  and  one- 
half  acres  adjoining  the  school.  The  first-year  students 
have  complete  charge  of  the  school  farm,  and  upon  them 
rests  the  responsibility  of  preparing  the  ground,  select- 
ing the  seed,  planning  the  rotations,  and  planting  the 
various  crops.  They  have'  five  recitations  from  the  text- 
book in  agriculture  each  week,  and  each  afternoon  one 
division  of  the  class  goes  to  the  field. 

' '  The  farm  is  divided  into  one-fifth  and  one-tenth  acre 
plats.  Each  plat  is  permanently  staked  and  numbered, 
and  the  boys  have  drawn  a  large  map  and  made  blue 
prints  of  the  farm.  Under  the  direction  of  the  manual 
training  teacher,  they  have  built  a  house  sixteen  by 
thirty  feet,  with  a  loft  capacity  of  about  six  tons.  This 
is  being  used  for  the  storage  of  implements,  tools,  seeds, 
and  jiroduce,  as  well  as  for  class  work  in  seed  testing, 
grading,  and  all  other  indoor  activities  of  the  farm. 

' '  One  or  more  of  the  following  crops  have  been  plant- 
ed: Cotton,  corn,  oats,  barley,  emmer,  rape,  millet,  Kaf- 
fir corn,  broom  corn,  mangels,  cowpeas,  velvet  beans,  soy 
beans,  peanuts,  cabbage,  onions,  tomatoes,  beets,  and  bush 
beans.  Other  crops,  such  as  alfalfa,  vetch,  bur  clover, 
crimson  clover,  rye,  wheat,  and  winter  oats  are  in  the 
rotations  for  fall  sowing. 

"A  few  simple  experiments  have  been  planned  and 
are  being  carried  out,  such  as  the  use  of  acid  phosphate 
on  cotton  and  lime  on  alfalfa,  leaving  cotton  thick  and 
thin  in  the  row  and  so  forth.  In  most  of  the  work  the 
school  is  aiming  to  demonstrate  principles  that  have 
been  already  well  established.  The  following  are  some 
of  the  demonstrations  that  have  been  undertaken:  (1) 
That  barnyard  manure  is  valuable  and  should  be  utilized, 
(2)  that  crop  rotation  is  a  necessary  feature  in  success- 
ful agriculture  and  that  legumes  should  occupy  a  promi- 
nent part  in  these  rotations,  (3)  that  winter  cover  crops 
are   essential    in    retaining    soil    fertility    in    the    South, 

(4)  that  impro%-ed  seeds  are  important  for  high  yields 
and  should  be  selected  annually  from  the  growing  crop, 

(5)  that  early  surface  cultivation  for  conservation  of 
moisture  is  necessary  as  a  safeguard  against  possible 
drought  in  July  and  August,  (6)  that  deep  plowing 
rather  than  shallow  is  necessary  on  upland  soils  to  re- 
tard erosion  and  (7)  that  the  better  cultivation  of 
fewer  acres  and  diversified  farming  involves  less  risk, 
distributes  the  work  more  uniformly  throughout  the 
year  and  in  the  end  is  more  profitable  than  straight 
farming  to  cotton  and  corn.  The  boys  do  all  the  work 
and  seem  glad  of  the  chance  to  do  something  from 
which  they  can  see  immediate  results. ' ' 

During  the  period  in  which  Mr.  Evans  has  been  a 
teacher  he  has  spent  much  time  perfecting  himself  in 
his  especial  line  of  work.  He  has  devoted  his  spare 
moments  to  advanced  work  in  education  both  at  Grayson 
College  at  Whiteright,  Texas,  and  at  the  Summer  School 
of  the  University  of  Chicago.  But  he  demonstrated  his 
ability  chiefly  in  the  success  with  which  he  has  applied 
the  methods  which  the  class  rooms  of  these  two  in- 
stitutions promulgated.  He  is  a  constant  student  and 
ever  on  the  watch  for  any  way  in  which  his  school  may 
be  bettered.  A  man  of  broad  education  himself  he 
is  not  narrow-minded  and  does  not  think  as  do  so  many 
superintendents,  that  his  school  is  perfect,  but  he  was 
ever  open  to  suggestion.  In  the  summer  Mr.  Evans 
was  chiefly  occupied  with  normal  school  work  in  which 
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he  acted  as  an  instructor.  He  has  made  addresses  on 
education  throughout  the  state  and  some  of  his  time 
was  given  to  his  work  as  a  member  of  the  state  board 
of  examiners.  This  contact  with  people  in  all  sections 
has  brought  him  a  wide  acquaintance  and  the  character 
of  the  work  which  he  has  accomplished  together  with 
his  personal  popularity  has  caused  a  wide  demand  for 
his  services. 

Mr.  Evans  was  married  in  Dodd  City,  Texas,  on  the 
3rd  of  July,  1895,  to  Miss  Mattie  E.  Walker,  a  daughter 
of  William  H.  Walker,  who  was  a  farmer  and  an  ex- 
Confederate  soldier.  Her  mother  was  ilary  E. 
(Eincaid)  Walker  and  they  were  both  natives  of  the 
state  of  Tennessee.  Two  children,  Idris  and  Kenneth, 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Evans  and  the  whole 
family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  church.  Mr.  Evans 
himself  has  been  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  school  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any  of  the 
fraternal  orders  nor  has  he  ever  taken  part  in  politics. 

James  N.  Blake  of  the  firm  of  Blake  &  Hinkle,  well 
known  as  lumber  dealers  in  Paris,  has  been  identified 
with  the  business  and  political  activities  of  the  city 
since  1884.  He  has  been  a  man  of  no  little  prominence 
in  Paris  and  in  the  county  and  his  prosperity  is  greatly 
of  his  own  making.  Born  in  Kauffman  county,  which 
is  now  included  within  the  limits  of  Bockwall  county, 
Texas,  on  November  25,  1857,  he  is  the  son  of  Chris- 
topher Columbus  and   Mary   (Thompson)   Blake. 

Christopher  C.  Blake,  it  may  be  said  here,  was  born 
in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  in  1825  and  in  1845  came 
thence  to  Texas.  He  married  Mary  Thompson  in  the 
state  of  Indiana  and  soon  after  established  himself  on  a 
farm  in  KaiitVuian  county.  When  the  county  was  divided 
he  founil  himself  located  in  Rockwall  county  and  there 
Mrs.  Blake  died,  while  he  passed  away  in  Collin  county, 
this  state.  Christopher  Blake  was  the  sole  member 
of  his  father's  family  to  identify  himself  with  the 
Lone  Star  state.  He  served  in  the  Confederate  army 
under  General  Griffith  and  soon  after  the  close  of  the 
war  he  located  in  Lamar  county,  locating  near  Tanner's 
tanyard,  where  he  pursued  his  calling  as  a  farmer.  He 
was"  a  wise  parent  and  reared  his  family  in  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  dignity  of  liibor,  inspiring  them  with  an 
ambition  to  follow  the  sini]il.'  iiMlii^tiiiil  arts.  He  had 
three  sons.  John  H.,  tlir  cM'si,  is  umv  a  resident  of 
Hemphill  county,  this  st:itc;  .hinics  X.,  of  this  review, 
was  the  second  born,  and  the  third  and  youngest  is 
Monroe,  of  Seattle,  Washington. 

The  country  schools  prepared  James  N.  Blake  for  the 
civil  duties  of  life  and  for  many  years  after  he  attained 
his  majority  he  was  occupied  in  the  work  of  the  farm 
and  in  the  tanyard.  In  1884  he  came  to  Paris  and 
here  got  his  first  real  experience  in  business  when  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Joseph  Brown,  a  merchant  of 
Paris,  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk.  He  spent  seven  years 
here  in  the  one  place  and  then  went  to  the  Frisco  Rail- 
road Company,  with  whom  he  was  employed  in  the 
construction  of  their  line  into  Paris. 

In  1802  Mr.  Blake  began  to  gain  some  prominence 
in  a  political  way,  and  in  that  year  was  nominated  for 
the  otfice  of  district  clerk  of  Lamar  county,  being  elected 
as  the  successor  of  George  W.  Martin.  He  was  twice 
re-elected — in  1894  and  in  1896 — and  when  he  retired, 
after  six  years  of  honorable  service,  he  added  his  pres- 
ence and  his  active  participation  to  the  lumber  concern 
which  he  had  previously  established  with  Albert  B. 
Hinkle,  who  is  still  his  business  associate.  The  firm  of 
Blake  &  Hinkle  has  conducted  a  thriving  lumber  busi- 
ness for  as  many  years  as  it  has  been  in  existence  in 
Paris  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  com- 
mercial establishments  in  the  city. 

On  December  15,  I'SSl,  Mr.  Blake  was  married  to  Miss 
Olivia  P.  Davis,  a  daughter  of  Palmer  Davis  and  a 
granddaughter   of  the  pioneer,  J.   W.   Davis,   who  came 


to  Texas  in  1838  from  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  entered  a 
large  body  of  land  in  Red  River  county. 

J.  W.  Davis  was  a  doctor  and  practiced  medicine  for 
many  years  among  the  people  of  his  locality.  He  was 
twice  married  and  the  three  children  by  his  first  wife 
settled  at  Sacramento,  California.  The  children  of  his 
second  marriage  were  Palmer  and  David  H.,  who  spent 
their  lives  in  Lamar  county.  Dr.  Davis  is  buried  at 
Spring  Hill,  Texas.  Palmer  and  David  H.  Davis  were 
merchants  in  Paris  prior  to  the  Civil  war,  in  which  they 
served  as  soldiers  of  the  Confederacy,  and  Palmer 
Davis  died  in  Paris  in  1867.  He  married  Miss  Martha 
Harrison,  a  daughter  of  W.  H.  Harrison.  Mr.  Harrison 
was  of  the  Virginia  branch  of  this  prominent  and 
honored  family.  The  children  of  Palmer  Davis  and  his 
wife  were  as  follows:  Anna,  who  died  in  Paris,  the 
wife  of  Ed  Bonham,  leaving  one  son,  Edward;  Olivia 
P.  was  born  January  22,  1863,  and  John  W.  who  died 
in  1891,  unmarried.  No  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake. 

Mr.  Blake  is  a  Past  Master  of  Paris  Lodge,  No.  27, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  a  Past  Chancellor  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  He  was  reared  in  the  influence  of  the 
Presbyterian  faith  and  has  followed  in  the  precepts  of 
that  church. 

J.  D.  CoTTRELL.  For  thirty-one  years  J.  D.  Cottrell 
has  been  a  resident  of  Piano,  Texas,  and  for  nearly 
twenty  years  of  this  time  has  been  prominent  at  the 
bar.  Primarily  a  legist,  he  developed  such  aptness  for 
affairs,  such  strength  of  character  and  solidity  of  ,iud^- 
ment,  that  he  became  a  legislator,  a  leader  in  the  public 
life  of  the  community,  and  an  important  factor  in 
social  affairs  in  his  adopted  place.  Practically  the 
entire  growth  of  Piano  has  passed  under  his  eyes  and 
he  has  contributed  in  no  small  way  to  the  development 
which  has  made  this  one  of  the  leading  cities  of  Collin 
county  and  a  center  of  business  prosperity,  professional 
importance   and   educational   and   religious   activity. 

Mr.  Cottrell  was  born  on  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of 
Cumberland  Gap,  Claiborne  county,  Tennessee,  February 
3,  1866,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  E.  and  Mollie  (Norvell) 
Cottrell.  On  the  paternal  side  of  the  family  he  is  of 
Welsh  descent,  while  his  mother's  ancestors  were  French 
and  the  grandparents  on  both  sides  migrated  from 
Virginia  to  Tennessee  at  an  early  date.  In  the  paternal 
grandfather 's  family  there  were  fifteen  children,  while 
the  maternal  grandfather  had  nine  sons  and  daughters, 
and  at  this  time  Mr.  Cottrell  has  no  less  than  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  living  cousins  of  whom  he  personally 
knows.  A  sister  of  Mr.  Cottrell,  Alice,  the  wife  of 
J.  H.  Potts,  resides  at  McKinney,  Texas.  Samuel  E. 
Cottrell  was  born  in  Virginia  and  was  a  youth  when 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Tennessee.  There  he  grew  up 
a  planter  and  stockraiser,  adopted  those  vocations  when 
he  embarked  upon  a  career  of  his  own,  and,  like  his 
father,  operated  his  land  with  slave  labor  prior  to  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was  an  energetic  and 
enterprising  man  and  made  a  success  of  his  operations, 
continuing  to  be  engaged  therein  until  his  death,  about 
1896,  the  mother  having  passed  away  in  1873.  Samuel 
E.  and  Mollie  Cottrell  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
of  whom  two  died  in  infancy,  while  five  still  survive,  and 
J.  D.  Cottrell  is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  The 
father  was  married  a  second  time  to  Miss  Mary  Mundy, 
daughter  of  Lake  Mundy,  a  brick  mason  and  carpenter 
of  Tennessee,  and  to  this  union  there  were  born  seven 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living. 

After  securing  his  primary  educational  training  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  state,  J.  D.  Cottrell 
started  assisting  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  home 
farm,  but,  tiring  of  farm  life,  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  left  the  parental  roof  and  made  his  way  to  Texas. 
Here  he  took  a  course  in  the  Piano  Institute,  at  that 
time  one  of  the  highest  institutions  of  learning  in  the 
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state,  being  conrlucted  by  tbe  well-known  Professor 
W.  F.  Mister  and  Professor  T.  G.  Harris.  Following 
one  term  in  that  school  he  soon  thereafter  took  up  the 
study  of  law  and  January  15,  1895,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  at  once  took  up  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Piano,  which  has  since  been  his  field  of 
endeavor.  It  has  been  said  that  in  the  legal  profession 
there  is  no  royal  road  to  promotion,  its  high  rewards 
are  gained  by  diligent  study  and  long  and  tedious  at- 
tention to  elementary  principles  and  are  awarded  only 
to  those  who  develop,  in  the  arena  of  forensic  strife, 
characters  of  integrity  and  moral  worth.  In  that  most 
difficult  and  perplexing  of  professions,  the  mere  occuga- 
fion  of  distinguished  position  argues  for  its  possessor 
solid  ability,  signal  skill,  sound  learning,  untiring  in- 
dustry and  uncompromising  integrity.  It  has  been 
through  the  possession  of  these  qualifications  that  Mr. 
Cottrell  has  risen  to  his  present  high  position  at  the 
bar  of  Collin  and  the  surrounding  counties.  His  career 
has  been  aided  by  no  happy  chance  or  circumstance. 
Each  step  has  been  carefully  planned  and  energetically 
worked  out.  Among  his  professional  brethren  he  is 
known  as  a  man  who  thoroughly  respects  the  unwritten 
ethics  of  his  calling  and  he  has  also  succeeded  in  gaining 
that  most  difficult  of  acquisitions — public  confidence. 
A  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  he  has  ever  been 
an  earnest  and  zealous  worker  in  the  ranks  of  his  party 
and  on  frequent  occasions  has  been  called  to  offices  of 
high  responsibility.  He  was  the  youngest  alderman 
ever  elected  to  the  city  council  of  Piano,  and  while  in 
that  capacity  was  called  upon  to  act  during  two  terms 
as  mayor  pro  tem.  He  also  served  one  term  as  city 
attorney  and  four  years  as  assistant  county  attorney,  and 
in  1902  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Twenty-eighth 
Legislature  of  the  state.  His  work  in  that  body  earned 
him  re-election  to  the  Twenty-ninth  session,  and  during 
the  latter  term  was  a  member  and  chairman  of  a  num- 
ber of  important  committees.  Since  that  time  he  has 
served  an  additional  term  as  city  attorney.  In  1912, 
through  the  earnest  solicitation  of  his  friends,  he  be- 
came a  candidate  for  Congress,  but  after  the  start  of 
the  campaign  his  health  failed  and  he  was  forced  to 
withdraw  from  the  race.  Since  that  time  he  has  de- 
voted his  entire  attention  to  his  law  practice.  Mr. 
Cottrell  has  few  interests  outside  of  his  profession  and 
his  home,  but  is  appreciative  of  the  enjoyment  of  com- 
panionship with  his  fellows  and  is  a  popular  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  March  25,  1891,  Mr.  Cottrell  was  married  at  Cuero, 
Texas,  to  Jliss  Josephine  Cook,  daughter  of  Fred  Cook, 
an  early  settler  of  DeWitt  county,  Texas,  who  became 
a  large  farmer  and  stockman,  and  is  now  deceased.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cottrell,  of 
whom  one  is  still  living:  Travis  Josephine  Cottrell, 
born  May  .31,  1895,  a  graduate  of  the  Piano  High  School, 
and  now  attending  the  Southwestern  University  at 
Georgetown,  Texas. 

Since  coming  to  Collin  county  thirty-one  years  ago 
Mr.  Cottrell  has  witnessed  a  marvelous  change  in  ma- 
terial development  here.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival 
but  one  railroad  passed  through  the  county  and  one 
small  bank  was  able  to  handle  all  the  business  of  the 
county.  Land  was  to  be  secured  for  ten  dollars  an 
acre  that  now  demands  from  $1-10  to  ,$150  an  acre.  He 
has  been  a  promoter  of  the  movements  which  have  com- 
bined to  develop  and  advance  this  part  of  the  Lone 
Star  state  and  has  prospered  with  its  prosperity,  thus 
establishing  his  right  to  a  position  among  Collin  county's 
representative  men. 

.1.  F.  Harrington.  Although  he  is  numbered  among 
the  more  recent  acquisitions  of  the  legal  profession  in 
Collin  county,  J.  F.  Harrington  has  already  won  a  firmly 
established  position  in  the  ranks  of  his  calling  here,  and 
the  confidence  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow-citizens 
was  given  expression  in  1913,  when  he  was  elected  city 


attorney  of  Piano,  a  position  which  he  now  holds.     He 

of  this  city,  and  was  born  August  29 

parents    being   John    H.    and    Mary    Frances 
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Mr.  Harrington  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  his  great 
grandfather  having  emigrated  to  this  country  from  Scot 
land  at  an  early  day.  His  maternal  grandfather,  E  F 
Mathews  was  a  drummer  in  a  Coufederate  regiment  dur 
mg  the  Civil  war.  A.  Harrington,  his  paternal  grand 
father,  was  a  slave  holder  before  the  Civil  war  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Collin  county,  Texas,  and  was  the 
first  person  to  be  buried  in  the  Rawlett  Creek  Cemetery 
m  this  country.  John  H.  Harrington  was  born  in  the 
yicmity  of  Piano,  whence  his  parents  had  come  from 
Kentucky  and  was  reared  a  farmer,  a  vocation  which 
he  has  followed  throughout  his  life.  At  this  time  he  is 
carrying  on  successful  operations  on  a  tract  of  land 
taken  up  from  the  state  by  his  father.  He  has  led  a  life 
of  industry,  and  has  been  successful  in  his  ventures  bein.r 
known  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  his  community.  He 
married  Mary  Frances  Mathews,  also  a  native  of  Collin 
county,  who  also  survives,  and  they  have  been  the  parents 
of  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  four  sons 
and  one  daughter  still  survive:  S.  Walter,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Collin  county;  Mattie  M.,  who  is  the 
widow  of  Thomas  A.  Eobertson  and  a  resident  of  Piano- 
Clint  A.,  a  student  of  the  Piano  High  school:  J.  F  •  and 
Bchoof  '^''°   '^   ^^^°   ^   ^*"'''^"t   °^   the   Piano   High 

When  he  had  completed  the  curriculum  of  the  pubUe 
schools  of  Piano,  J.  F.  Harrington  entered  the  Univer- 
sity of  Texas  as  a  student  in  the  law  department,  and 
was  graduated  therefrom  in  1910,  shortly  after  which  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  at  once  tbok  up  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  Piano,  and  here  he  has  continued 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  large  professional  business,  having 
on  his  books  the  names  of  some  of  the  most  prominent 
people  and -leading  business  houses  of  the  city.  He  is 
known  as  a  careful,  painstaking,  conscientious  and  pro- 
found lawyer,  and  has  been  retained  at  one  time  or  an- 
other as  general  or  special  counsel  in  leading  cases  of 
lunsprudence  in  Collin  county,  thus  becoming  more  or 
less  a  familiar  figure  in  the  courts.  In  political  matters 
he  IS  a  Democrat,  and  is  a  great  admirer  of  President 
Wilson  and  an  advocate  of  his  policies,  especially  in  re- 
gard to  the  Mexican  situation.  In  April,  1913,  at  the 
earnest  solicitation  of  his  friends,  he  consented  to  be  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  the  oflSce  of  city  attorney  and 
his  subsequent  election  gave  evidence  of  "his  true  worth 
and  widespread  popularity.  Aside  from  the  organiza- 
tions of  his  calling,  he  belongs  to  the  Masons  and  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  in  which  he 
has  numerous  friends,  as  he  has,  in  fact,  in  all  walks  of 
lite.  He  IS  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  and  a  member  of  the  linard  of  trus- 
tees of  the  Fanny  Harrington  Chapel  of  that  denomina- 
tion at  Piano,  named  in  honor  of  his  mother 

On  October  23,  1913,  in  the  Walnut  Grove  Presbyterian 
church,  Collm  county,  Mr,  Harrington  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mytte  E,  Harris,  daughted  of  the 
Eev,  M.  C.  Harris,  a  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  pastor  of  the  Walnut  Grove  church  of  that  faith 
Eeverend  Harris  came  to  Collin  county  from  Arkansas 
about  the  year  1870  and  during  his  long  years  of  labor 
here  has  become  widely  known  to  the  people  as  an  earnest 
and  zealous  minister  of  the  Gospel. 

Thomas  E.  Craig.  The  manager  of  the  McKinney 
Compress  Cnmpnny  is  an  electrical  and  mechanical  en- 
gineer by  in.ili-^ii.ii.  .-ind  has  had  a  very  successful 
career  botli  in  liis  piotV^sicn  and  in  business.  Mr.  Craig 
has  given  sci\  ire  ns  construction  or  consulting  engineer 
in  connection  with  a  number  of  Texas  enterprises,  in- 
cluding railways  and  electric  power  plants,  and  still  a 
young  man  has  a  career  of  great  promise  in  the  future 
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as  well  as  a  record  of  successful  performance  up  to  the 
present  time. 

Thomas  E.  Craig  was  born  March  3,  1S75,  in  Hopkins 
county,  Kentucky,  a  son  of  J.  L.  and  E.  V.  (Owens) 
Craig.  The  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  stock.  His  par- 
ents were  both  natives  of  Mississippi,  came  to  Texas  in 
186S,  locating  in  Hopkins  county,  where  the  father  was 
a  farmer  and  merchant  until  ill  health  compelled  him 
to  retire,  and  his  death  occurred  in  Sherman  in  1911. 
The  mother  is  now  living  at  Kingsville,  Texas. 

Mr.  Craig,  who  is  the  oldest  of  four  living  children, 
graduated  from  Austin  College  at  Sherman  and  ac- 
quired his  technical  education  in  the  University  of  Ten- 
nessee, where  he  completed  a  course  in  both  the  elec- 
trical and  mechanical  engineering  departments  and 
graduated  Bachelor  of  Science.  The  following  five  years 
were  spent  in  the  employ  of  the  General  Electric  Com- 
pany at  Boston  and  New  York,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  joined  the  engineering  staff  of  the  Dallas  Inter- 
urban  Railway  Company  during  the  progress  of  this  con- 
struction work.  In  1907  Mr.  Craig  erected  the  plant  of 
the  People's  Light  Company  at  Corpus  Christi,  and  re- 
mained in  charge  of  its  operation  for  some  time.  His 
home  has  been  at  McKinney  since  1911,  in  which  year 
he  bought  stock  and  became  manager  of  the  McKinney 
Compress  Company.  Besides  his  local  business  he  still 
continues  practice  in  mechanical  and  electrical  en- 
gineering, and  his  services  are  chiefly  employed  in  the 
erection  of  electric  light  plants  and  water  works,  and  as 
consulting  engineer  in  the  preparation  of  reports  on 
public  utilities  of  that  kind.  The  McKinney  Compress 
Company  is  a  stock  company  of  local  capital,  incor- 
porated at  fifty  thousand  dollars  capital. 

Mr.  Craig  has  always  been  a  Democratic  voter,  affili- 
ates with  the  Masonic  Order  and  from  boyhood  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  On  November 
2,  1910,  at  McKinney  occurred  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Kathryn  Heard.  Her  father,  S.  D.  Heard,  is  a  prom- 
inent "McKinney  capitalist  and  business  man.  Their 
home  is  on  W.  Hunt  street  in  McKinney. 

Jonas  Knight,  D.  O.  At  McKinney  one  of  the  phy- 
sicians who  can  claim  a  patronage  of  exceptional 
numerical  strength  and  value  is  Dr.  Jonas  Knight,  who 
is  one  of  the  ablest  exponents  of  the  osteopathic  school 
of  medicine  in  north  Texas.  Within  the  past  twenty 
years  the  practice  of  osteopathy,  starting  in  restricted 
localities  and  hampered  by  prejudice,  has  spread  from 
coast  to  coast,  and  has  won  its  place  with  older  schools. 

Dr.  Jonas  Knight  was  born  April  i,  1884,  at  Com- 
merce, Texas,  the  son  of  John  T.  and  Susan  E.  (Wil- 
liams) Knight.  The  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  stock  and 
Dr.  Knight  was  the  youngest  of  twelve  children,  eight 
sons  and  four  daughters,  eight  of  whom  are  still  living. 
All  his  near  relatives  live  in  the  state  of  Texas  except- 
ing one  sister,  Mrs.  S.  T.  Patterson,  of  Eoswell,  New- 
Mexico.  The  five  brothers  are  all  at  Commerce  or  in 
that  immediate  vicinity,  namely:  John  Knight,  now 
retired  from  active  business  and  president  of  the 
Farmers'  State  Bank  of  Commerce;  Thomas  Ingram 
Knight,  also  retired  from  business;  Lemuel  Lee  Knight, 
a  farmer;  Amos  Knight,  city  marshal  of  Commerce,  and 
Ira  Knight,  a  farmer.  The  family  are  characteristic 
for  their  excellent  health  and  their  fine  physical  con- 
stitution and  longevity  is  a  trait  of  the  people  of  that 
name.  The  father  is  a  native  of  Alabama  and  the 
mother  of  Mississippi,  and  they  came  to  Texas  about 
1850,  first  locating  in  Wood  county.  The  father  was 
a  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  during  the  war  served 
for  two  years  in  the  Confederate  army.  He  took  part 
in  some  of  the  historic  battles  of  the  war  and  was 
slightly  wounded  in  one  engagement.  His  occupation 
as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  continued  from  the  end 
of  the  war  until  his  death  in  1907,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  in   1909. 

Dr.  Knight  received  his  early  training  in  the  public 


schools  of  Hunt  county,  later  attended  the  East  Texas 
Normal  College  at  Commerce  and  in  1902  entered  the 
American  School  of  Osteopathy  at  Kirksville,  Missouri, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1904  with  the  degree 
D.  O.  His  first  practice  was  at  Greenville,  Texas,  but 
in  a  short  time  he  went  to  his  old  home  town  of  Com- 
merce and  was  in  practice  there  four  years.  Following 
a  post-graduate  course  at  Kirksville  in  1908  at  the 
American  School,  Dr.  Knight  returned  to  Texas  and 
located  at  McKinney,  in  which  vicinity  he  has  built 
up  a  large  practice  since  1909. 

Dr.  Knight  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  affiliates  with 
the  ilasonic  Order,  the  Chapter  Degrees,  with  the  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  at  McKinney. 
On  January  17,  1906,  at  Butler,  Missouri,  was  solemnized 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Lorena  Lampton.  Her  father. 
Dr.  W.  E.  Lampton,  was  a  physician  of  the  Osteopathic 
school  and  is  still  in  practice  in  Missouri.  Mrs.  Knight 
died  July  12,  1911.  Dr.  Knight  has  his  office  in  the 
Foote  building  in  McKinney. 

D.  W.  Smith.  Milling  occupies  an  important  place 
among  the  thriving  industries  of  Northern  Texas  and 
many  of  the  most  successful  business  men  of  this  sec- 
tion are  concentrating  their  energies  on  this  branch 
of  activity.  The  progressive  men  of  Grayson  county 
have  not  been  slow  to  reali?e  the  advantages  offered 
by  their  locality  in  this  direction  and  some  of  the 
most  important  enterprises  of  this  kind  are  to  be  found 
in  Whitewright,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  the 
Womack  Milling  Company,  much  of  the  success  of  which 
may  be  accredited  to  the  progressive  methods  of  its 
capable  secretary,  treasurer  and  manager,  D.  W.  Smith, 
a  man  of  broad  business  experience,  who  has  brought 
to  his  labors  an  enthusiasm  that  is  rapidly  bringing 
his  concern  to  the  forefront. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  at  Dakota,  Stephenson  county, 
Illinois,  August  22,  1872,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and 
Virginia  Smith,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  latter  of  Virginia.  The  father,  who  spent 
life  as  a  carpenter  and  contractor,  died  in  January, 
1888,  the  mother  passed  away  in  May,  1910.  D. 
Smith  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  Prairie  state  and  he  early  took  his  place  among  the 
world's  workers,  as  his  father  died  when  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age.  He  came  to  Texas  in  1S94,  locating  in 
Whitewright,  where  he  secured  employment  in  a  livery 
establishment  and  also  clerked  in  a  grocery  store.  Sub- 
sequently he  became  bookkeeper  for  the  Whitewright 
Oil  Mill  and  then  received  his  introduction  to  the  grain 
and  feed  business,  as  proprietor  of  a  venture  of  his  own. 
He  was  thus  brought  into  connection  with  other  enter- 
prising and  progressive  business  men  here,  and  in  1912 
was  offered  and  accepted  his  present  position.  The 
Womack  Milling  Company  was  founded  in  1898,  as  a 
stock  company,  and  since  its  inception  has  enjoyed  a 
steady  and  healthy  growth.  The  product  consists  of 
flour  and  meal  and  the  firm  also  deals  in  seeds  and 
grain  of  all  kinds,  the  trade  extending  all  over  the 
Northern  and  Northeastern  sections  of  Texas.  The 
capacity  of  the  mill  is  250  barrels  of  flour  per  day,  a 
grain  elevator  is  operated  in  connection  and  twelve 
men  are  employed.  In  the  management  of  this  b 
ness  Mr.  Smith  has  shown  himself  capable  and  thorough, 
a  master  of  every  detail  of  the  business  and  a  man  of 
acumen,  foresight  and  sterling  judgment.  He  has  the 
unqualified  confidence  of  his  associates  and  is  widely 
known  in  the  trade  throughout  this  section.  He  has 
always  been  a  Republican  in  his  political  views  and  has 
at  all  times  supported  the  interests  of  his  party,  but 
has  not  sought  preferment,  his  only  public  service  being 
in  the  capacity  of  city  secretary  for  one  term.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  United  Commercial  Travelers'  Associa- 
tion and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  his  religious  affilia- 
tion is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.     He 
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is  known  as  one  of  the  enthusiastic  "boosters"  of  his 
section,  with  a  firm  belief  in  its  future  development 
and  the  ability  to  inspire  that  faith  in  others. 

In  February,  1906,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  at  Bryan, 
Texas,  to  Miss  Emogene  Martin,  daughter  of  the  late 
James  Martin,  a  successful  farmer  for  some  years  and  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  through  which  he  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Confederate  army.  He  died  in  1903.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  have  one  daughter,  Vivian,  a  bright 
child  of  four  years. 

Charles  W.  Bryant  has  been  a  resident  of  the  com- 
munity of  Whitewright  for  a  period  of  fifty-eight  years 
and  is  now  living  retired  from  business  cares  save  for 
the  supervision  which  he  gives  to  his  invested  interests. 
He  is  a  man  of  excellent  business  ability,  of  genuine 
personal  worth  and  of  strong  and  admirable  traits  of 
character,  and  well  deserves  mention  in  this  work  as 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  Grayson  county.  He 
is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  near  the  present  site 
of  Whitewright,  September  6,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of 
Anthony  M.  and  Susan  S.  (Binkley)  Bryant,  being  of 
Irish  and  French  descent  on  his  father's  side  of  the 
family  and  of  German  ancestry  on  his  mother  's  side. 

Anthony  M.  Bryant  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  was 
there  married  to  his  first  wife.  He  came  to  Texas  with 
his  two  children  in  1S52,  they  being  a  daughter,  Mariah, 
who  died  in  1859,  and  a  sou.  Judge  David  E.  Bryant,  who 
was  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Sherman  for  many  years, 
served  as  federal  judge  of  the  Eastern  District  of  Texas 
for  twenty  years,  his  first  appointment  to  that  position 
coming  from  President  Harrison,  and  died  in  February, 
1911.  Anthony  M.  Bryant  married  for  his  second 
wife  Susan  S.  Binkley  of  Tennessee  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  now  living: 
Charles  W.,  of  this  review;  C.  B.,  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Whitewright,  and  Mary,  the  wife  of 
W.  H.  King,  who  has  been  postmaster  of  Whitewright 
for  the  past  twelve  years,  and  at  this  time  is  a  director 
of  the  First  National  Bank.  On  coming  to  Texas  the 
father  settled  in  Grayson  county  and  here  continued  to 
be  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  October  3,  1889,  the  mother  passing  away 
April  11,  1900.  He  served  as  county  judge  of  Grayson 
county  for  two  terms  and  at  all  times  took  a  great  in- 
terest in  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  state 
and  county,  being  known  throughout  this  section  as  a 
helpful  and  useful  citizen,  as  a  man  of  the  highest  per- 
sonal integrity  and  probity  and  as  one  who  had  the 
regard  and  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  came  into 
contact. 

Charles  W.  Bryant  has  spent  his  entire  career  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  has  made  a  success  of  his  ventures. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
county  and  as  a  youth  adopted  the  tilling  of  the  soil  as 
his  field  of  labor,  and  in  later  years  has  had  no  reason 
to  regret  his  choice  of  occupations.  He  has  been  an 
eyewitness  to  the  wonderful  advancement  of  his  com- 
munity, where  he  has  lived  for  more  than  a  half  a  cen- 
tury. He  remembers  the  founding  of  the  town  of  White- 
wright, about  the  year  1880,  and  recalls  the  time  when 
goods  were  freighted  by  ox  teams  from  .lefferson  and 
Galveston  to  this  point.  But  few  families  resided  in  the 
community  and  land  sold  at  from  five  to  fifteen  dollars 
an  acre  that  now  commands  from  .$120  to  $135  an  acre 
and  is  steadily  advancing  in  value.  He  has  prospered 
with  the  prosperity  of  his  section,  through  hard  and 
energetic  labor,  and  is  now  living  in  quiet  and  comfort- 
able retirement  in  his  handsome  Whitewright  residence, 
a  modern  structure  worth  in  the  neighborhood  of  $8,000. 

Mr.  Bryant  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  is  liberal 
in  his  views  and  often  votes  rather  for  the  man  than  the 
party.  He  has  served  efficiently  as  mayor  of  the  city 
and  his  administration  was  marked  by  consecutive  ad- 
vancement and  progress.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the 
Masons,  in  which  he  has  attained  to  the  Knight  Templar 


degree.  With  his  family  he  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  board  of  stewards  for  twenty  years. 

On  December  15,  1881,  Mr.  Bryant  was  married  in 
Grayson  county  to  Miss  S.  F.  Fitzgerald,  daughter  of 
G.  S.  Fitzgerald,  formerly  of  Virginia,  and  later  of 
Grayson  county,  where  he  served  as  county  commissioner 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  died  in  1893.  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
in  the  Confederate  army,  served  on  the  western  frontier 
during  the  Civil  war  up  to  the  time  of  General  Lee's 
surrender.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryant  have  had  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  six  are  now  living:  James  Monroe,  who 
has  for  two  years  been  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at 
Whitewright;  Albert  and  Alberta,  twins,  tie  former  a 
farmer  and  the  latter  the  wife  of  E.  F.  Everhart;  Mrs. 
Fannie  Fielder,  who  died  in  November,  1912;  George 
Fitzgerald,  aged  twenty-one  years,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Grayson  county;  Charles  W.,  Jr.,  aged  seven- 
teen years,  in  the  Carlyle  Military  Academy  at  White- 
wright, and  Marvin  B.,  aged  sixteen  years,  also  a  student 
in  that  academy. 

After  a  long  period  identified  with  the  best  interests 
of  his  county,  Mr.  Bryant  is  now  enjoying  a  well-merited 
rest,  well  merited  because  it  has  come  to  him  as  a  direct 
result  of  his  own  labors,  his  close  application  and  his 
careful  business  management.  His  clean  and  wholesome 
life  and  his  many  sterling  traits  of  character  have  at- 
tracted to  him  a  wide  circle  of  warm  friends  and  ad- 
mirers, and  few  citizens  of  Whitewright  stand  in  higher 
general  esteem. 

Thomas  B.  Wilson.  There  passed  away  at  his 
beautiful  home,  a  short  distance  north  of  McKinney,  on 
September  3,  1913,  one  of  the  best  beloved  of  Collin 
county.  Thomas  B.  Wilson  had  lived  in  north  Texas 
since  boyhood  and  since  pioneer  times,  had  fougnt  with 
the  Confederate  troops  in  the  great  war,  spent  his  busi- 
ness career  as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  acquired  a 
generous  prosperity  and  used  his  ample  means  in  many 
ways  to  promote  the  happiness  of  others  and  to  develop 
the  resources  of  his  community.  His  life  was  extended 
beyond  the  time  of  three  score  and  ten,  was  filled  with 
kindly  deeds  and  energetic  accomplishments  in  every- 
thing he  undertook  and  it  was  in  the  spirit  of  sincere 
affection  and  esteem  that  so  many  hundreds  of  his  old 
friends  and  neighbors  gathered  to  pay  their  last  tribute 
to  his  memory  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Thomas  B.  Wilson  was  born  November  22,  1840,  in 
his  seventy-third  year  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His 
birthplace  was  at  Gallatin,  Tennessee.  His  parents  were 
Addison  and  Ann  (Moore)  Wilson.  His  father  was  a 
Tennessee  farmer,  held  slaves  before  the  war  and  in 
1849  made  the  long  overland  journey  with  wagons  and 
teams  across  the  country  to  Texas.  At  that  time  Thomas 
B.  Wilson  was  nine  years  of  age  and  had  a  very  distinct 
recollection  of  the  many  incidents  of  the  journey.  The 
family  located  in  Collin  county,  which  was  then  on  the 
northern  and  western  frontier  of  civilization  and  in 
developing  a  farm  they  performed  a  pioneer  service  in 
the  progress  of  that  locality.  The  father  lived  there 
until  his  death  on  December  28,  1868. 

The  late  Thomas  B.  Wilson  grew  up  in  Collin  county 
on  the  old  farm  six  miles  north  of  McKinney  and,  as 
might  be  expected  from  the  conditions  which  prevailed 
in  that  part  of  the  state  during  its  period  of  early 
settlement,  his  education  was  very  limited  so  far  as 
school  attendance  was  concerned.  It  is  said  that  he 
attended  a  country  school  for  only  three  months.  How- 
ever he  had  a  mind  of  unusual  capacity,  was  eager  for 
knowledge,  spent  all  his  leisure  time  at  home  in  study 
and  was  what  is  called  "a  graduate  of  a  pine  knot 
college. "  A  self-made  and  self-educated  man,  he 
rendered  himself  capable  in  many  ways,  was  a  practical 
man,  and  while  prospering  himself  did  not  neglect  his 
duties  to  his  home  and  state.  During  the  war,  while  in 
the  vigor  of  his  young  manhood,  he  served  a  short  time 
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in  the  Confederate  army,  but  was  discharged  on  account 
of  ill  health.  By  practical  experience  he  prepared  him- 
self for  the  profession  of  surveying  and  served  for 
twenty  years  as  county  surveyor,  first  appointed  by 
the  governor  of  the  state  and  later  by  the  people  'of 
Collin  county.  Later  for  about  the  same  length  of  time 
he  was  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  applied  himself  with  his  characteristic  energy 
and  with  marked  success  to  the  business  of  farming  and 
stock  raising  and  acquired  large  possessions  and  was 
regarded  as  one  of  Collin  county's  most  successful  men. 
For  a  number  of  years  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  he  was  in  the  abstract  business  at  McKinney  and 
that  business  is  now  continued  by  his  son,  A.  G.  Wilson. 

The  late  Mr.  Wilson  from  the  time  of  his  majority 
until  his  death  always  supported  and  was  a  valued 
worker  in  the  Democratic  party,  serving  as  a  member 
of  the  County  Democratic  committee  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  After  an  illness  of '  only  three  days  he  passed 
away  at  his  commodious  home,  two  miles  north  of 
McKinney.  The  funeral  was  held  at  his  residence  on 
September  5  and  hundreds  came  to  bear  testimony  of 
their  respect  for  the  deceased,  the  house,  porches  and 
the  yard  being  filled  with  the  concourse  of  those  who 
had  known  him  in  life.  His  body  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Pecan  Grove  cemetery  of  McKinney  and  the  funeral 
was  preached  by  the  Rev.  C.  C.  Young  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  Those  who  knew  him  best  speak  with 
admiration  of  his  progressiveness  as  a  citizen,  his  will- 
ingness to  lend  his  support  to  every  worthy  enterprise 
for  the  benefit  of  his  community,  his  friendship  to  the 
poor,  his  helpfulness  as  a  neighbor  and  the  singular 
devotion  and  affection  which  he  lavished  upon  his  family. 
Perhaps  with  a  keen  sense  of  his  own  early  handicaps 
in  the  way  of  education,  he  provided  liberally  for  the 
training  of  his  children,  and  believed  in  the  substantial 
comforts  of  the  world  and  erected  in  his  later  years  a 
beautiful  residence  as  the  most  conspicuous  feature  of 
his  splendid  farm  north  of  McKinney.  His  home  cost 
about  five  thousand  dollars  and  his  widow  and  two 
youngest  children  still  occupy  it. 

At  Dallas,  Texas,  December  23,  1882,  Thomas  B. 
Wilson  married  Miss  Etta  Eastes,  a  daughter  of  George 
W.  and  Eliza  Eastes.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  sur- 
viving veterans  of  the  war  with  Mexico  during  1846-48, 
was  for  many  years  an  active  farmer  at  Collin  county 
and  died  March  3,  1891,  while  his  wife  passed  away 
October  i;0,  1909.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Wilson  and 
wife  were  born  three  children,  two  daughters  and  one 
son:  Pauline  B.,  the  wife  of  J.  L.  McEntire,  a  farmer 
of  Collin  county;  Miss  Estelle  H.,  who  lives  at  home 
with  her  mother,  and  Addison  G.,  who  lives  at  home, 
carried  on  the  abstract  business  founded  by  his  father 
and  also  the  farm  and  the  settlement  of  his  father's 
estate. 

Dr.  Frank  Litten.  One  of  the  successful  and  promi- 
nent physicians  and  surgeons  of  Austin  is  Dr.  Frank 
Litten,  a  lifelong  resident  of  this  city,  where  he  was  born 
on  September  8,  1863.  He  is  a  son  "of  Dr.  James  M.  and 
Mary  L.  Litten,  natives  of  South  Carolina  and  Tennes- 
see, respectively.  The  father  came  to  Austin  in  1852 
and  was  occupied  in  the  general  practice  of  medicine 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  on  March  31,  1900.  He  was 
a  man  of  prominence  here,  successful  in  his  profession 
and  highly  thought  of  in  all  walks  of  life.  The  mother 
is  yet  living  and  has  her  home  in  Austin.  For  years  Dr. 
James  M.  Litten  was  physician  to  the  State  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum and  Blind  Institute  in  Austin,  and  he  was  also  local 
surgeon  to  the  Federal  troops  while  they  were'  stationed 
here  after  the  Civil  war.  He  was  of  English  descent, 
tracing  his  ancestry  back  to  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  of  early 
American  settlement. 

Dr.  Frank  Litten  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Austin  in  the  matter  of  his  early  training,  after  which 
he  attended  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia, 


in  1887,  graduating  therefrom  with  his  M.  D.  degree. 
Immediately  the  young  doctor  engaged  in  practice  in  com- 
pany with  his  father,  and  that  association  was  terminated 
only  by  the  death  of  the  elder  man.  They  were  success- 
ful in  their  concerted  work,  and  had  a  wide  practice  in 
the  city,  which  Dr.  Frank  Litten  has  retained  since  the 
passing  of  his  father,  successfully  carrying  on  the  worthy 
work  long  ago  inaugurated  by  the  senior  member  of  their 
professional   combination. 

Dr.  Litten  is  a  member  of  the  Local  and  State  Medical 
Societies,  and  is  active  in  the  work  of  both  bodies. 

On  June  15,  1904,  Dr.  Litten  was  married  to  Miss 
Mildred  Eeese  of  Waco,  Texas.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Major  E.  F.  Beese,  long  active  in  the  carriage  manufac- 
turing business,  but  now  retired.  He  was  Sergeant- 
Major  in  the  Confederate  Army,  Hapgoods  First  Regi- 
ment of  South  C?arolina,  and  served  throughout  the  entire 
war,  having  enlisted  at  Charleston  when  the  first  gun  of 
the  war  was  fired.  He  came  to  Texas  in  1869,  establish- 
ing him.self  in  business,  and  here  he  has  since  continued, 
having  long  had  a  prominent  place  in  business  and  other 
circles  of  Waco,  where  the  family  home  has  been  located. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Litten  are  socially  prominent  in  Austin, 
and  the  doctor  is  highly  regarded  in  professional  circles 
of  the  city  and  county.  The  home  of  the  family  is  at 
No.  116  West  Seventh  Street. 

George  W.  Fox.  In  Collin  county  the  first  wholesale 
grocery  house  established  was  due  to  the  enterprise  of 
George  W.  Fox,  who  for  a  number  of  years  was  identified 
with  the  business  and  has  since  been  in  the  real  estate 
and  loan  business  at  McKinney.  His  record  as  a  busi- 
ness man  and  citizen  is  well  known  in  that  part  of 
Texas  and  he  has  spent  all  his  life  in  Collin  county  and 
has  made  his  career  one  of  value  both  to  himself  and 
to  his  community. 

His  birth  occurred  on  a  farm  in  Collin  county  March 
30,  1867.  His  parents,  S.  H.  and  Sallie  (Barnes)  Fox, 
were  both  natives  of  Missouri,  came  from  that  state 
to  Texas  and  were  early  settlers  of  Collin  county,  where 
the  father  followed  farming  throughout  his  active  career. 
During  the  war  between  the  states  he  volunteered  for 
service  in  the  Confederate  army,  participated  in  a  num- 
ber of  the  strenuous  campaigns  of  the  war  and  though 
wounded  several  times  continued  in  the  service  until 
the  end.  After  the  war  he  resumed  farming  and  stock 
raising,  and  is  now  living  at  the  age  of  about  seventy- 
eight,  retired  from  business,  in  McKinney,  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  a  well  spent  career.  The  mother  is  also  stilt 
living. 

George  W.  Fox,  who  was  the  sixth  in  a  family  of 
fourteen  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living,  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Collin  county,  took  a  business 
course  at  Dallas  and  had  his  first  regular  experience  as 
a  clerk  in  a  department  store  at  McKinney.  From  that 
he  transferred  his  enterprise  to  a  retaU  grocery  house, 
was  in  business  eleven  years  as  a  retail  grocer  and  then 
organized  the  Fox  Wholesale  Grocery  Company,  which,  as 
already  stated,  was  the  first  establishment  of  its  kind 
in  Collin  county.  Mr.  Fox  remained  its  president  and 
general  manager  about  six  years,  then  bought  out  the 
rest  of  the  stockholders  and  continued  in  business  under 
the  name  of  G..  W.  Fox,  Wholesale  Grocer.  Ill  health 
compelled  him  to  retire  from  the  grocery  trade  in  1911 
and  since  then  he  has  given  his  attention  to  real  estate 
and  loans. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Fox  can  be  found  in  the 
regular  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  has  not 
sought  any  public  oflSce.  He  is  none  the  less  an  active 
worker  for  local  progress,  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  good 
roads  organization  of  Collin  county.  His  fraternal 
affiliations  are  with  the  Masonic  Order  and  the  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  his  church  home 
is  the  Christian  denomination. 

At   McKinney   in    1889   Mr.   Fox   married    Miss   Lula 
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LiUard,  who  lost  both  lier  father  and  mother  when  she 
was  a  child  and  waa  brought  up  an  orphan.  Of  the 
four  children  born  to  their  marriage  the  two  now  living 
are:  Grace,  who  married  Edgar  McKinney,  who  is 
secretary  of  the  Home  Relief  Association  at  McKinney, 
and  Miss  Maude,  aged  thirteen,  and  now  attending 
school.  The  business  office  of  Mr.  Fox  is  on  Kentucky 
street,  in  the  Masonic  building,  and  his  home  on  North 
College  street. 

Thomas  Water  Wtlet,  M.  D.  The  tangible  result 
of  years  of  effort,  intelligently  directed  by  a  thoroughly 
trained  mind,  are  substantially  gratifying  to  the  in- 
dividual who  has  devoted  his  life  to  carrying  out  the 
highest  ideals  of  a  certain  chosen  calling.  No  man 
can  be  greater  than  his  appreciation  of  the  responsibility 
he  owes  the  world,  and  the  professional  men  who  rise 
highest  are  those  who  endeavor  to  aid  humanity  and  to 
contribute  to  the  achievements  of  the  science  which  has 
enlisted  their  efforts.  One  of  the  distinguished  medical 
men  of  Texas,  whose  career  has  been  characterized  by 
high  achievements  and  steadfast  devotion  to  exalted  aims, 
is  Dr.  Thomas  Water  Wiley  of  McKinney,  where  for 
forty-eight  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  constant 
practice. 

In  Dr.  Wiley's  character  are  found  embodied  the  best 
traits  of  his  Scotch  and  Irish  ancestors,  as  well  as  those 
of  his  English  and  German  connections.  He  was  born 
November  14,  1S3S,  in  Butler  county,  Alabama,  and  is 
a  son  of  J.  MeCaleb  and  Elizabeth  T.  (Duckworth) 
Wiley,  the  former  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
latter  of  Alabama.  His  father  was  for  years  a  dis- 
tinguished southern  legist,  a  slave  owner  and  a  district 
judge,  and  died  two  years  after  retiring  from  the  bench 
at  about  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  The  mother 
was  related  to  Sir  John  Duckworth  of  the  English  Navy, 
who  was  an  officer  of  the  tlagship  Prince  Eoyal  of 
Admiral  Byron,  and  saUed  to  the  West  Indies,  where 
he  participated  in  ■  the  engagement  with  the  French 
fleet.  Early  in  1799  he  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  rear 
admiral  and  sent  to  the  West  Indies  to  succeed  Lord 
Hugh  Seymour.  While  in  command  of  the  Eoyal  George 
he  forced  the  passage  of  the  Dardanelles  and  sustained 
considerable  loss  in  effecting  his  return,  the  Turks  having 
strengthened  their  position.  Sir  John  Duckworth  sat  in 
Parliament  for  some  time  as  member  for  New  Eomney. 

To  the  union  of  J.  McCaleb  and  Elizabeth  T.  (Duck- 
worth) Wiley  there  were  born  four  children,  of  whom 
Dr.  Wiley  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth  and  the  only 
survivor.  The  second  marriage  of  Judge  J.  McCaleb 
Wiley  was  to  a  Mrs.  Taft,  formerly  Miss  Appling,  and 
to  this  union  there  were  five  children.  A.  A.  Wiley,  one 
of  the  sons,  was  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Eifth  U.  S. 
Infantry  during  the  Spanish-American  war,  and  for 
meritorious  services  was  appointed  by  the  general  in 
charge  in  Cuba  as  law  officer  of  tie  island.  After  his 
return  to  Alabama  he  was  elected  to  office  as  congress- 
man from  the  Montgomery  District  and  died  while  serv- 
ing his  fourth  term,  being  succeeded  by  his  brother, 
Oliver  C.  Wiley. 

Dr.  Thomas  Water  Wiley  grew  up  in  his  home  locality 
in  Alabama,  and  there  his  early  education  was  secured. 
Like  his  father  he  became  an  owner  of  slaves  and  when 
the  war  between  the  states  broke  out  he  cast  his  fortunes 
with  the  Confederacy  and  voted  for  Secession  in  1861. 
Not  content  to  give  only  his  moral  support  to  the  cause, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Sixth  Eegiment.  Alabama 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  continued  with  that  company 
until  1863,  in  which  year  he  was  transferred  to  Com- 
pany H,  of  the  Fifty-Fourth  Alabama.  He  was  wounded 
at  the' battle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek,  in  front  of  Atlanta, 
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his  home  at  Troy,  a  distance  of  fifty-six  miles.  In  1867 
Dr.  Wiley  came  to  Texas  and  located  at  McKinney  and 
this  has  since  been  his  field  of  practice.  He  has  served 
as  health  officer  tor  several  years,  but  his  reputation  has 
been  won  along  the  line  of  personal  achievement  rather 
than  in  positions  of  preferment.  He  was  the  first 
surgeon  in  Collin  county  to  successfully  perform 
hysterectomy  and  appendectomy,  the  first  to  opeiate  uu 
the  stomach  for  gunshot  wounds,  the  first  to  remove  the 
lower  jawbone  for  bone  disease  and  the  only  physician 
who  has  performed  successfully  the  Cesarian  operation 
and  delivered  a  crying  infant.  Keen  discrimination  in 
the  diagnosis  of  a  case,  sound  judgment  in  prescribing 
methods  of  treatment,  unerring  skill  in  delicate  surgical 
operations  and  a  constant  devotion  to  the  highest  ethics 
of  his  honored  calling  have  won  him  rank  among  the 
foremost  practitioners  of  the  state.  He  belongs  to  the 
various  organizations  of  his  profession  and  still  con- 
tinues to  be  as  faithful  a  student  as  he  was  when  he 
first  entered  upon  his  career.  In  Masonry  he  has  at- 
tained high  position,  having  advanced  to  the  Knight 
Templar  degree,  and  in  Oddtellowship  is  past  grand 
master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  state  and  past  grand 
representative  from  Texas  to  the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  World. 

On  December  21,  1859,  Dr.  Wiley  was  married  to 
Miss  Susan  Henderson  of  Troy,  Alabama^  who  died 
in  1871,  leaving  five  children:  James  E.,  of  McKinney; 
Etta,  who  is  the  wife  of  James  Ball  of  Dallas;  Henry, 
who  is  a  commander  in  the  United  States  Navy,  and 
two  daughters,  twins,  one  now  deceased  and  the  other 
Mrs.  Lela  Henderson,  living  at  Jacksonville,  Florida. 
On  June  10,  1873,  Dr.  Wiley  was  married  to  Miss 
Martha  E.  Hudson,  daughter  of  Richard  B.  Hudson, 
a  farmer  and  slave  holder  of  Mississippi  prior  to  the 
Civil  war.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  union: 
Miss  Betsy,  of  Dallas,  assistant  in  the  City  Library; 
Walter  H.,  who  is  a  rural  mail  carrier  out  of  McKinney 
in  the  United  States  Mail  Service,  and  Mary  B.,  who 
is  the  wife  of  L.  F.  Carlton,  auditor  for  the  Stone  & 
Webster  Eailroad  contractors.  Dr.  Wiley  resides  in  his 
comfortable  home  at  No.  205  West  Louisiana  street, 
McKinney. 

Eev.  William  B.  Kendall,  pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  church  of  Paris,  is  one  of  the  stirring  and 
spirited  men  of  the  ministry  of  Texas. 

Born  at  Gravsville.  Kentucky,  Julv  3,  1874,  William 
B.  Kendall  is  the  son  of  Eev.  John  G.  Kendall,  con- 
nected with  the  First  Baptist  church  in  Waco,  Texas, 
for  the  ii;ist  tw.Mit.v-tliree  years.  He  was  born  in  Todd 
county,  Kriiiii.kv,  m  1847,  received  his  education  at 
Greenvillr,  Scmih  i  ;aolina,  and  at  an  early  age  engaged 
in  the  ministry,  lie  was  a  son  of  John  W.  Kendall  "of 
Graysville,  Kentucky,  born  there  of  North  Carolina 
parents.  His  mother  rode  from  the  old  Tarheel  state 
on  horseback  when  a  young  girl,  crossed  the  Allegheny 
mountains  and  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Graysville,  where 
she  planted  the  weeping  willow  switch  she  cut  for  a 
riding  crop  before  she  left  her  native  state.  It  grew 
into  a  mammoth  tree  and  shaded  her  children  and  granil- 
children  as  they  grew  up  and  stands  today  as  a  monu- 
ment to  the  foresight  of  the  young  giil  who  planted  it 
a  hundred  years  ago.  John  W.  Kendall  shared  in  the 
sentiments  of  the  southern  people  upon  the  issues  of 
the  Eebellion,  and  two  of  his  sons  were  Confederate 
soldiers,  while  he  himself  held  some  position  with  the 
government  in  aid  of  its  commissary  department.  He 
married  Miss  Margaret  Lucrecia  Gray,  for  whose  family 
Graysville  was  later  named,  the  Grays  being  one  of  the 
first  families  to  plant  itself  in  the  wilds  of  Kentucky. 
They  were  related  to  other  families  of  prominence  in  the 
state,  among  them  the  Edwards,  the  Larrys  and  the 
Todds,  and  they  belonged  to  the  agricultural  slave- 
holding  class.  In  the  family  of  John  W.  and  Margaret 
(Gray)    Kendall  were  the  following  children:      Ben   E. 
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Kendall,  who  always  lived  on  the  old  homestead  and 
there  is  passing  his  life;  William  W.,  who  moved  to 
Waco,  Texas,  in  its  pioneer  days  and  there  passed  his 
life,  dying  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years;  Colonel  Robert 
B.,  of  EUston,  Kentucky,  the  birthplace  of  the  father; 
Eev.  John  G.,  the  father  of  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  review,  and  Lucy  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  Judge  J. 
W.  Dawson,  of  Elkton,  Kentucky. 

Eev.  John  G.  Kendall  married  at  Verona,  Mississippi, 
in  1873,  Miss  Mattie  Bell,  a  daughter  of  David  Bell,  and 
the  children  of  their  union  were :  Eev.  William  B. ;  Ben. 
Kendall,  a  lawyer  of  Waco,  Texas;  Miss  Margaret,  who 
teaches  music  in  Baylor  University  at  Waco,  and  Mrs. 
B.  B.  McEeynolds,  of  Waco. 

William  B.  Kendall's  childhood  days  were  passed  near 
Hopkinsville,  Kentucky,  and  there  he  attended  the 
county  schools.  From  the  public  schools  he  entered 
Bethel  College,  Eussellville,  Kentucky,  and  equipped 
himself  for  teaching,  at  which  work  he  continued  for 
a  brief  time.  He  came  to  Texas  when  he  was  twenty 
years  old  and  did  his  first  pedagogic  work  in  this  state 
in  the  schools  of  McGregor.  After  two  years  he  returned 
to  Kentucky  and  entered  the  Southern  Baptist  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Louisville.  Taking  up  the  work  of 
the  ministry  his  first  charge  was  at  Tyler,  where  he 
was  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church.  During  the  two  years 
of  his  stay  there  he  was  ever  active  and  up  and  doing, 
and  he  emphasized  his  strenuous  labors  by  the  building 
of  an  addition  to  the  church,  a  characteristic  that  he 
has  displayed  throughout  his  ministerial  career.  He 
then  went  to  Terrell  as  pastor  of  the  First  church,  re- 
maining for  six  years,  and  during  that  time  he  was  in- 
strumental in  bringing  about  the  building  of  a  splendid 
brick  structure  for  the  Baptists  of  that  place.  He  came 
to  Paris  in  1907  and  here  has  been  performing  the  most 
effective  labor  in  behalf  of  the  congregation,  adding 
materially  to  the  standing  of  the  church  by  the  erection 
of  a  fine  new  parsonage,  reared  at  a  cost  of  $5,000  and 
for  the  past  fifteen  years  has  been  actively  interested 
in  ministerial  work.  Eev.  Kendall  was  president  of  the 
Baptist  Young  People's  Convention  of  Texas  for  five 
years  and  brought  to  bear  an  enthusiasm  and  zeal  in 
the  work  of  the  society  that  was  resultant  in  much  good 
to  the  organization  throughout  the  state.  The  further- 
ance of  the  cause  in  which  he  labors  is  the  supreme  in- 
terest of  his  life,  and  he  has  given  liberally  of  his 
surplus  and  his  earnings  in  the  aid  of  the  church  aside 
from  his  own  immediate  charge  in  Paris.  He  has  no 
fraternal  relations,  is  a  member  of  no  clubs  or  social 
organizations,  his  membership  in  the  Baptist  church 
demanding  his  every  energy,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
lesser  interests. 

On  January  4,  1899,  Mr.  Kendall  was  married  in 
Hopkinsville,  Kentucky,  to  Miss  Florence  Eives,  the 
daughter  of  B.  F.  and  Virginia  (Pollard)  Rives,  the 
father  a  well  known  planter  of  that  region.  Mrs.  Eives 
was  a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  mother  of  four  children. 
The  children  of  Eev.  and  Mrs.  Kendall  are  three  in  num- 
ber. Eobert  Eives,  the  first  born,  died  in  infancy,  while 
Ben  Gray  and  William  W.  Kendall  survive. 

A.  H.  Gee.  Few  bankers  of  North  Texas  have  been 
so  long  in  the  executive  duties  of  their  positions  and 
have  a  more  interesting  career  of  progressive  rise  from 
lowly  beginnings  to  commercial  prestige  and  power  than 
A.  H.  Gee,  president  of  Pilot  Point  National  Bank. 

Born  December  25,  1849,  in  Huntington,  Carroll 
county,  Tennessee,  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  fourteen 
children  of  J.  H.  and  "Ann  'W.  (Hamkin)  Gee,  A.  H. 
Gee  is  of  Scotch-Irish  stock,  and  of  a  family  which  has 
lived  in  Texas  for  fifty-five  years.  His  father  came 
from  Virginia  and  his  mother  was  a  native  of  Maryland. 
The  father  located  in  West  Tennessee  when  a  young  man, 
wa^  a  'iiiivpyor  by  profession,  served  as  one  of  the  early 
louiity  ilirks  of  his  locality,  and  was  so  long  honored  by 
his  fellow  citizens  that  his  term  as  county  clerk  continued 


for  nearly  thirty  years.  Early  in  his  youth  he  was  a 
member  of  General  Jackson's  staff  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  concluding 
that  second  struggle  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain.  Subsequently  he  furnished  six  sons  for 
service  in  the  Confederate  army.  The  father  moved 
to  Texas  in  1859,  locating  at  Greenville,  and  thereafter 
lived  retired.  His  death  occurred  about  1883  when  at 
the  good  age  of  eighty-six  years,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  in  the  same  year,  but  seventy-five  years  of  age. 
Of  their  fourteen  children  there  were  ten  sons  and 
four  daughters,  and  five  are  now  living.  Besides  the 
Pilot  Point  banker,  J.  M.  Gee  and  E.  B.  Gee  live  retired 
in  Greenville;  Mrs.  I.  N.  Harrison,  a  widow,  lives  in 
Oklahoma  City;  and  Mrs.  Maggie  G.  Scott,  wife  of  W. 
M.  Scott,  who  is  in  the  ginning  business  at  Sherman. 

A.  H.  Gee  had  a  limited  education  in  private  schools 
at  Greenville,  Texas,  being  about  ten  years  of  age  when 
the  family  came  to  this  state.  His  opportunities  as  a 
youth  were  somewhat  limited,  but  he  is  the  type  of  man 
who  succeeds  in  spite  of  handicaps  and  limitations. 
When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  was  a  clerk  in  a  store,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  moved  to  Jefferson  and  found 
employment  in  the  wholesale  store  of  Wright  &  Clark. 
Early  in  1872  Mr.  Gee  identified  himself  with  the  little 
locality  of  Pilot  Point,  and  set  up  a  dry  goods  store,  which 
was  continued  with  substantial  results  for  twelve  years. 
On  January  1,  1884,  Mr.  Gee  became  one  of  the  interested 
principals  in  the  Pilot  Point  Bank,  and  served  as  its 
cashier  until  July,  1892.  At  the  latter  date  the  bank 
took,  out  a  national  charter,  and  since  that  time  Mr. 
Gee  has  been  president.  The  vice-president  is  A.  P. 
Crasgrove;  the  cashier  is  J.  A.  L.  McFarland.  One 
special  distinction  of  this  bank  is  that  since  it  took  out 
a  national  charter  more  than  twenty  years  ago  there 
has  not  been  a  single  change  in  its  official  managment, 
and  there  is  perhaps  no  other  national  bank  in  Texas 
which  has  a  similar  record. 

Politically  Mr.  Gee  is  a  Democrat,  voting  and  working 
for  the  good  of  his  community  and  the  welfare  of  his 
state.  Fraternally  his  affiliations  are  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor,  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Pilot  Point  Commer- 
cial Club. 

On  March  28,  1872,  at  Pilot  Point,  Mr.  Gee  married 
Miss  Nettie  Harrison,  a  daughter  of  W.  B.  Harrison,  a 
merchant  and  prominent  business  man  of  that  section 
for  a  number  of  year's,  but  now  deceased.  Of  the  seven 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gee,  three  are  now  living, 
two  sons  and  a  daughter,  as  follows:  H.  W.  Gee,  viith 
the  Southwestern  Surety  Insurance  Company  at  Denni- 
son,  and  assistant  treasurer  of  that  corporation;  W.  L. 
Gee  with  the  International  Fire  Insurance  Company  at 
Fort  Worth;  and  Mrs.  Vera  Hellings,  wife  of  J.  M. 
Hellings,  assistant  cashier  of  the  Interstate  National 
Bank  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  Mr.  Gee  by  more  than 
forty  years'  residence  in  Pilot  Point  is  one  of  the  veteran 
business  men,  and  through  his  own  substantial  activities 
and  influence  has  contributed  in  numerous  ways  to  the 
advancement  and  solid  welfare  of  the  community. 

Harvin  Cooper  Moore,  M.  D.  A  member  of  the 
medical  profession  of  Houston  since  1902,  Dr.  Harvin 
Cooper  Moore  has  attained  high  distinction  in  the  ranks 
of  his  calling  as  a  specialist  in  skin  and  genitourinary 
diseases.  A  true  son  of  the  Southwest  and  a  descendant 
of  distinguished  Texans,  he  has  passed  his  entire  career 
within  the  confines  of  the  Lone  Star  State,  where  the 
family  has  been  widely  and  favorably  known  in  various 
lines  of  endeavor  for"  more  than  half  a  century.  Dr. 
Moore  was  born  at  Crockett,  Houston  county,  Texas, 
March  19,  1875,  and  is  a  son  of  Harvin  W.  and  Georgia 
(Cooper)  Moore.  His  father,  a  native  of  Alabama, 
came  to  Texas  about  1860  and  located  at  Crockett,  where 
he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law.     Shortly  after  the 
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close  of  the  war  between  the  North  and  the  South,  he 
was  appointed  district  attorney  of  Houston  county,  a 
position  he  continued  to  hold  for  a  number  of  years. 
His  death  occurred  in  February,  1912,  when  his  com- 
munity lost  one  of  its  best  citizens  and  ablest  attorneys. 
Harvin  W.  Moore  married  Miss  Georgia  Cooper,  who 
was  born  in  Georgia,  a  daughter  of  Leroy  W.  Cooper, 
who  brought  his  family  to  Texas  about  1855  and  here 
became  prominent  in  politics.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Eepublican  national  committee,  and,  although  a  resident 
of  a  district  which  had  a  strong  Democratic  plurality, 
was  repeatedly  sent  to  the  State  Senate.  Mrs.  Moore 
still  survives  her  husband  and  makes  her  home  at 
Crockett. 

Harvin  Cooper  Moore  secured  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Crockett,  this  being  supplemented 
by  attendance  at  the  Southwestern  University,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  1895,  with  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts.  He  then  entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine  and, 
after  some  preparation,  became  a  student  in  the  medical 
department  of  Tulane  University.  On  receiving  his 
degree  and  diploma  from  that  noted  institution,  in  1898, 
he  began  practice  at  Hallettsville,  Lavaca  county,  Texas, 
where  he  continued  four  years,  and  in  1902  came  to 
Houston  and  began  a  general  practice.  In  1906  the 
Doctor  spent  some  time  in  post-graduate  work  in  New 
York  and  Chicago,  and  since  his  return  has  specialized 
in  skin  and  genito-urinary  diseases,  along  which  line  he 
has  won  recognition  and  distinction.  In  this  connection 
he  is  dermatologist  and  urologist  to  the  Baptist  Sani- 
tarium of  Houston,  and  is  also  lecturer  on  skin  diseases 
to  the  Nurses'  Training  School.  In  1912  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Harris  County  Medical  Society,  and  still 
holds  membership  therein,  as  he  does  in  the  South  Texas 
Medical  Association,  the  Texas  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion, the  Southwestern  Medical  Association,  the  South- 
ern Medical  Society  and  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion. He  is  also  connected  with  the  Alpha  Kappa  Kappa 
medical  fraternity  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  main- 
tains well-appointed  ofBees  at  No.  912  Union  National 
Bank  Building. 

On  December  23,  1902,  Dr.  Moore  was  married  to 
Miss  Mabel  Peters,  daughter  of  Walter  H.  and  Eliza- 
beth Peters,  of  Beeville,  Texas.  To  this  union  there  has 
been  born  one  son:  Harvin  Cooper,  Jr.  The  modern 
family  home  is  located  at  No.  1314  Fairview  avenue. 

James  Harvet  Eobektson.  Until  his  death  on  March 
2,  1912,  one  of  the  most  eminent  attorneys  of  Texas 
was  the  late  James  H.  Eobertson.  For  upwards  of  forty 
years  he  practiced  law  in  this  state,  and  long  occu- 
pied a  large  sphere  of  usefulness  and  honor.  In  the 
Texas  bar  few  men  were  better  known  or  more  highly 
appreciated  for  their  services. 

The  Eobertson  family  of  which  he  was  a  rerpesenta- 
tive  held  a  particularly  distinguished  position  in  Ten- 
nessee history,  in  which  state  they  were  pioneers,  among 
the  founders  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  was  in  the  state 
of  Tennessee  that  the  late  James  H.  Eobertson  was 
born,  and  came  from  there  to  Texas  during  the  seventies. 
He  started  practice  with  his  brother  John  W.  Eobertson 
of  Austin,  who  had  gained  the  rank  of  Colonel  in  the 
Confederate  army  and  was  one  of  Austin 's  prominent 
lawyers  and  one  of  the  city's  early  mayors.  James  H. 
Eobertson  after  a  brief  practice  at  Austin  moved  to 
Eoimd  Eock,  where  he  opened  an  oflSce  for  the  general 
practice  at  law.  Early  in  the  eighties  he  moved  to 
Austin,  and  soon  gained  a.  prominent  position  in  the 
law.  He  was  elected  District  Attorney  and  Governor 
Hogg  then  appointed  him  Judge  of  the  District  court. 
After  several  years  on  the  bench  he  resigned  and  went 
into  partnership  with  former  Governor  Hngg,  and  their 
firm  was  one  of  the  strongest  in  the  capital  city  until 
it  was  dissolved  about  1902.  Mr.  Eobertson  then  con- 
tinued in  practice  alone  until  his  death  on  March  2,  1912. 

The  late  Mr.  Eobertson  handled  a  great  many  import- 


ant cases  in  the  courts,  and  among  other  interests  in- 
trusted to  his  charge  was  the  management  of  the  famous 
ease  in  defense  of  H.  Clay  Pierce.  He  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Thirtieth,  Thirty-first  and  Thirty-second 
legislatures,  and  his  name  will  continue  to  be  long  asso- 
ciated with  important  legislation  of  Texas  during  his 
membership  in  the  legislature.  He  was  the  author  of 
the  Eobertson  Insurance  Law,  which  required  all  life 
insurance  companies  doing  business  in  Texas  to  invest 
in  this  state  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  reserve  set 
aside  for  the  payment  of  policies  of  insurance  written 
in  Texas.  That  was  one  of  the  pioneer  laws  of  its  time 
in  the  United  States,  and  has  been  considered  one  of 
the  most  beneficent  acts  of  legislation  passed  within 
recent  years  for  the  safeguarding  of  Texas  resources. 
He  was  also  author  of  the  Anti-Lobby  Bill.  The  late 
Judge  Eobertson  married  Miss  Susie  Marsh  Townsend, 
who  was  born  in  Austin.  They  became  the  parents  of 
six  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely: 
John  B.  Eobertson ;  Warren  T.,  now  retired  from  the 
practice  of  law;  Mrs.  Zeno  C.  Eoss,  of  Fort  Worth, 
Texas;  and  Margaret  Eobertson.  Judge  Eobertson  was 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

John  B.  Eobertson,  son  of  the  late  Judge  Eobertson, 
and  a  successful  young  attorney  with  offices  in  the  Little- 
field  building  at  Austin,  was  Ijorn  in  that  city  July  14, 
1882.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
city,  and  in  1906  received  his  degree  of  LL.  B.  from 
the  University  of  Texas.  He  at  once  took  up  practice, 
and  has  done  much  to  win  a  distinctive  place  in  the 
profession.  He  married  Miss  Julia  M.  Young,  of  Austin, 
Texas,  and  resides  at   1500  West  Sixth  street. 

Benjamin  F.  Eotjntree.  Another  of  the  native  citi- 
zens of  this  community  who  has  fallen  into  line  with  the 
recent  developments  in  the  peach  industry  in  this  dis- 
trict is  Benjamin  F.  Eountree,  today  one  of  the  big 
producers  in  Franklin  county  of  the  famous  Elberta 
peach.  Thirty-five  acres  of  one-time  cotton  land  today 
represents  his  interest  in  growing  fruit,  and  the  success 
that  was  denied  him  while  he  directed  his  endeavors  to 
other  departments  of  agriculture  has  been  his  abundantly 
in  recent  years. 

Benjamin  F.  Rountree  was  born  near  Mount  Vernon, 
on  May  1,  1866,  and  is  a  son  of  Wiley  B.  Eountree,  con- 
cerning whom  further  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this 
historical  and  biographical  work,  so  that  further  ex- 
pression concerning  the  parentage  of  Mr.  Eountree  is  not 
an  essential  feature  of  this  sketch.  In  the  country 
schools  of  Mount  Vernon  and  vicinity  Mr.  Eountree  re- 
ceived his  early  training  in  book  lore,  and  he  grew  to 
manhood  in  close  acquaintance  with  the  duties  of  farm 
life,  to  which  station  he  had  been  born.  Upon  reaching 
manhood,  he  felt  an  inclination  to  travel  about  some  be- 
fore he  settled  down  definitely,  and  he  spent  a  few  sea- 
sons in  rambling  here  and  there,  getting  his  bearings 
and  learning  something  about  the  country.  In  Jefferson 
County,  Arkansas,  for  two  seasons  he  was  employed  as 
a  clerk  in  a  country  store,  and  later  was  occupied  as 
station  agent  at  Linwood  on  the  Iron  Mountain  Eailway. 
With  his  return  to  Mount  Vernon,  he  turned  his  attention 
to  the  farm  again,  continuing  there  until  the  autumn  of 
1891,  when  he  went  to  Wise  county,  Texas,  then  on  to 
Abilene,  and  finally  to  Jones  county,  Texas,  in  the  latter 
place  spending  several  months  in  the  employ  of  his 
uncle,  engaged  in  the  prosaic  task  of  grubbing  mesquite. 
Here  he  eventually  engaged  in  farming  for  himself  and 
for  five  years  he  remained  in  that  locality.  It  was  while 
there  that  he  married,  and  the  serious  business  of  his 
life  actually  began,  his  career  as  a  home  builder  seeing 
its  inception  at  that  time. 

Conditions  then  in  West  Texas,  were,  as  now,  unsuited 
to  satisfactory  general  farming,  and  Mr.  Eountree  soon 
brought  his  family  back  to  Franklin  county  and  located 
at  Purley,  where  his  efforts  were  given  to  common  farm- 
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ing  until  the  fall  of  1902,  when  he  purchased  a  small 
place  adjoining  Mount  \'einon  and  known  as  the  Ruther- 
ford Parm.  He  entered  with  a  right  good  will  into  the 
work  of  rejuvenating  the  old  place  and  converting  it 
into  a  live  proposition  as  a  fruit  farm,  planting  a  small 
orchard  of  Elberta  jjeach  trees,  a  crop  that  was  then 
being  exploited  in  Franklin  county,  and  which  gave 
promise  of  being  a  highly  successful  experiment.  Mr. 
Eountree  was  among  the  first  to  test  out  the  new  idea, 
and  he  nursed  his  orchard  anxiously  but  hopefully 
through  the  years  of  cultivation,  pruning  and  worming, 
until  a  commercial  orchard  stood  at  his  hand,  ready  and 
willing  to  bear  luxuriantly  each  season.  Encouraged  by 
his  experience,  Mr.  Bountree  began  adding  to  his  orchard, 
until  today  he  has  thirty-five  acres  in  bearing,  and  is 
continually  adding  to  his  operations  m  the  peach  in- 
dustry. 

On  July  3,  1892,  Mr.  Eountree  married  Miss  DoUie 
Long,  a  daughter  of  the  pioneer  James  Long,  who  came 
to  Texas  from  McNairy  county,  Tennessee,  in  1845, 
and  starting  his  career  with  the  birth  of  the  new  com- 
monwealth. Mr.  Long  was  born  in  1S2U,  and  was  a 
man  with  a  fair  education,  who  devoted  his  life  to  the 
farming  industry.  He  settled  in  the  Purley  locality,  then 
a  part  of  Titus  county,  and  during  the  Rebellion  served 
as  a  soldier  in  Walker 's  Division  of  Confederate  Troops, 
in  Colonel  Waterhouse  's  regiment.  He  was  a  comrade  of 
Wiley  B.  Eountree,  the  father  of  the  subject,  and  with 
that  honored  veteran,  participated  in  many  activities 
of  the  Civil  war.  James  Long  was  a  son  of  Ned  Long 
and  his  wife,  Mary  (O'Neal)  Long,  both  having  numer- 
ous relatives  in  and  about  Henderson,  Tennessee.  The 
issue  of  Ned  Long  and  his  wife  were  James;  Polly,  the 
wife  of  Eobert  Junell,  who  died  in  Hopkins  county, 
Texas;  William,  killed  in  an  accident  in  Hunt  county, 
Texas,  leaving  a  family;  Dorcas  married  Dr.  A.  M.  Wom- 
mack,  and  died  in  Erath  county,  Texas,  and  Eobert 
passed  away  unmarried.  The  father  died  in  Wood 
county,  Texas,  at  an  advanced  age,  as  did  also  the 
mother. 

James  Long  married  in  young  manhood,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  1901,  his  wife  having  preceded  him  some 
years  before.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Primitive  Bap- 
tist church  and  a  stanch  Democrat  all  his  life.  Their 
children  were  as  follows :  Sarah,  who  died  unmarried ; 
Jennie  married  J.  D.  Templetou  and  died  in  Franklin 
county;  Warren  passed  away  here  in  1913,  leaving  a 
family;  Eobert  lives  at  Commerce,  Texas,  and  Silas  at 
Purley;  Thomas  was  killed  in  Franklin  county;  Dollie 
married  Mr.  Eountree;  Lula  is  the  wife  of  J.  J.  Nance 
and  lives  in  Cleburne,  Texas;  and  Parker  is  a  resident 
of  Franklin  county,  Texas. 

Mrs.  Eountree  was  educated  in  the  country  schools,  in 
the  schools  of  Mount  Vernon  and  in  the  State  Normal  at 
Huntsville,  graduating  there  in  1886.  She  became  a 
teacher  in  the  common  schools  before  graduation  and 
followed  it  subsequently  for  a  few  years.  She  gave  up 
the  work  with  her  marriage,  and  thereafter  devoted  her- 
self to  the  care  of  her  home  and  growing  family,  care- 
fully watching  over  their  progress  in  an  educational  way, 
but  in  1912  she  was  again  induced  to  take  up  graded 
work  in  the  Mount  Vernon  schools,  and  has  thus  once 
more  identified  herself  with  educational  work  of  the 
community,  in  which  she  has  gained  a  splendid  popularity 
and  proven  most  unmistakably  her  fitness  for  that  phase 
of  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eountree  have  three  children. 
Mary  is  a  graduate  of  the  Mount  Vernon  high  school 
class  of  1911.  She  has  taught  in  the  public  schools 
since  then,  and  is  now  adding  to  her  musical  training 
in  preparation -for  the  work  of  instructor  in  that  branch, 
to  which  she  has  given  a  deal  of  attention  all  her  life. 
Lucile  completed  her  high  school  course  in  1912,  took  a 
diploma  in  music,  and  is  well  equipped  for  service  in 
that  work.  Linnie  Scott  is  still  attending  high  school. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Christian  church,  and 
Mr.  Eountree  has  fraternal  relations  with  the  Woodmen 


of  the  World  and  the  Southern  Woodmen.  He  is  a 
Democrat,  stanch  and  firm  in  his  political  convictions, 
but  has  never  offered  himself  for  office. 

Cybus  B.  Lucas.  There  are  few  citizens  of  South- 
west Texas  with  so  many  important  relations  with  the 
commercial  and  other  substantial  interests  as  Cyrus  B. 
Lucas.  Berclair  in  Goliad  county  owes  more  to  Mr. 
Lucas'  town-building  and  business  enterprise  than  to 
any  other  one  citizen.  In  recent  years  Mr.  Lucaa 
has  also  maintained  a  residence  at  San  Antonio,  where 
he  is  also  known  as  one  of  the  men  of  large  means  and 
high  financial  connections. 

The  basis  of  his  prosperity  was  laid  in  the  cattle  in- 
dustry, and  among  Texas  stockmen  he  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Texas  Cattle  Eaising 
Association. 

He  has  several  good  cattle  ranches  in  this  part 
of  the  State:  Fair  Oaks  Eanch,  near  Berclair,  lies 
about  half  in  Goliad  and  half  in  Bee  County  and  con- 
sists of  between  fifty-eight  and  sixty  thousand  acres; 
Buena  Vista  Eanch  which  embraces  seventeen  thousand 
acres  of  land  in  Live  Oak  County  and  fronts  the  Nueces 
river  for  several  miles,  and  the  St.  Charles  Eanch  which 
contains  about  fifty-six  thousand  acres  of  laud  in  Aran- 
sas County  and  Eefugio  County.  He  runs  ten  to  twelve 
thousand  head  of  Hereford  cattle  on  these  ranches  and 
his  cattle  usually  bring  the  top  price  in  the  market. 

While  a  veteran  cattleman,  Mr.  Lucas  has  followed 
the  modern  trend  in  that  business,  and  through  his  in- 
dividual enterprise  has  done  a  great  deal  for  the  develop- 
ment of  agriculture  in  Southern  Texas.  His  farm,  which 
comprises  a  portion  of  the  Fair  Oaks  Eanch,  consists  of 
four  thousand  acres,  and  adjoins  the  limits  of  the  town 
of  Berclair.  His  main  crop  is  cotton,  although  corn  and 
other  staples  of  that  locality  receive  attention.  The 
farm  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  model  places  in  Goliad 
county,  and  represents  a  great  deal  of  money  invested 
by  Mr.  Lucas  and  is  one  of  the  most  profitable  enter- 
prises. In  its  operation  are  employed  the  very  best 
practices  of  modern  agricultural  science,  and  Mr.  Lucas 
is  one  of  the  men  who  understand  how  to  make  farming 
pay. 

And  although  Mr.  Lucas  is  not  the  original  founder 
of  the  town  of  Berclair,  he  is  now  at  the  head  of  its 
leading  institutions.  He  built  and  owns  the  finest  cotton 
gin  in  South  Texas,  operated  under  the  name  of  the  Ber- 
clair Gin  Company.  The  Berclair  State  Bank  was  also 
organized  principally  with  his  capital,  and  he  is  its 
president.  He  also  established  an<i  is  president  of  the 
Berclair  Mercantile  Company,  the  largest  store  of  the 
town.  In  various  other  directions  his  influence  has  been 
instrumental  in  laying  the  foundation  of  a  thriving  com- 
munity. Berclair  is  in  Goliad  county,  close  to  the  line 
of  Bee  county.  Mr.  Lucas  is  First  Vice  President  of  the 
Commercial  National  Bank  of  Beeville  and  also  a  di- 
rector of  the  State  Bank  &  Trust  Company  of  San  An- 
tonio, and  has  various  other  interests  in  that  city. 

Though  practically  a  lifelong  resident  of  Texas,  Cyrus 
B.  Lucas  is  of  Canadian  birth,  and  of  Irish  and  English 
parentage.  He  was  born  November  14th,  18.56,  at  Strat- 
ford. Ontario.  Canada,  and  his  parents  Eiehard  M.  and 
Louisa  CWinter)  Lucas,  were  both  of  English  descent. 
His  mother  was  born  and  reared  in  London,  England. 
His  father  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  is  a  descend- 
ant of  the  Mount  Lucas  branch  of  the  several  members 
of  the  Lucas  family  who  emigrated  to  Ireland  from 
England  in  the  early  part  of  the  17th  Century.  His 
parents  were  married  in  London,  and  soon  after  their 
marriage  they  emigrated  to  America,  settled  in  Western 
Ontario,  and  during  the  decade  of  the  fifties  came  to  the 
Southwest,  locating  in  Goliad,  Texas,  and  spent  the  rest 
of  their  lives  in  this  state. 

Mr.  Lucas  grew  up  in  Goliad  county,  and  his  father's 
ranch,  with  which  his  boyhood  associations  are  indent!- 
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fied,  was  located  on  Blanco  Creek,  five  miles  below  the 
present  town  of  Berclair.  For  a  man  whose  youth  was 
spent  in  the  sixties  and  seventies,  Mr.  Lucas  had  more 
than  ordinary  schooling,  and  for  his  early  education  is 
principally  indebted  to  Concrete  College  in  DeWitt 
county,  which  at  that  time  was  under  the  direction  of 
Professor  John  V.  E.  Covey,  one  of  the  most  noted  edu- 
cators of  his  day  in  the  state. 

Although  the  Lucas  family  consider  Berclair  their  real 
home,  their  fine  residence  on  Lexington  avenue  in  San 
Antonio  is  where  they  spend  much  of  their  time.  Be- 
fore her  marriage  Mrs.  Lucas  was  Miss  Lizzie  Scott,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  Goliad  county,  and  is  related  to 
some  of  the  most  prominent  pioneer  families  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  Her  parents  were  J.  J.  and  Ruth 
(Greenwood)  Scott.  The  grandfather,  Koah  Scott,  a 
native  of  Virginia,  was  a  member  of  Austin 's  original 
colony,  settling  in  Texas  when  it  was  a  province  of  Mex- 
ico, and  his  children  were  born  in  the  Texas  Eepublic. 
The  first  settlement  of  the  Scotts  was  near  Bellville  in 
Austin  county,  but  they  subsequently  became  early  set- 
tlers in  DeWitt  county,  still  later  moved  to  Bee  county, 
and  after  his  marriage  J.  J.  Scott  located  in  Goliad 
county.  On  her  father 's  mother 's  side  Mrs.  Lucas  is  a 
great-granddaughter  of  Thomas  York,  a  Virginian,  who 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  DeWitt  county  and  was 
the  founder  of  Yorktown  in  that  county.  The  Green- 
woods were  also  early  settlers  of  the  state,  first  locating 
at  old  Nacogdoches  in  the  days  of  the  Texas  Eepublic. 
Mrs.  Lucas  received  most  of  her  education  in  Professor 
A.  A.  Brook's  Academy  in  Goliad,  a  high-class  educa- 
tional institution  which  prepared  many  Tesans  for 
worthy  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lucas  are  the  parents  of 
two  children :  Eichard  Pryor  Lucas  and  Miss  Lena  Claire 
Lucas. 

Bruce  C.  Wallace,  M.  D.,  who  has  been  practicing 
medicine  at  LaEue,  Texas,  since  1892,  is  the  senior  phy- 
sician of  the  southern  end  of  Henderson  county.  He  was 
reared  in  the  Bethel  community  of  Anderson  county, 
where  his  parents  made  their  permanent  settlement  on 
coming  to  Texas  in  1870.  His  father,  Col.  George  P. 
Wallace,  died  as  tax  collector  of  Anderson  county  in 
1887,  and  is  buried  in  the  Bethel  Cemetery.  He  was 
born  in  Perry  county,  Alabama,  in  1829,  and  was  ten 
years  of  age  when  he  went  to  Mississippi  while  his 
father,  Jones  Wallace,  who  was  a  slaver  and  planter 
along  the  line  of  the  Yokahockany  river,  at  Kosciusko, 
Attala  county,  and  died  there  in  1851,  when  aged  about 
fifty  years.  Jones  Wallace  was  an  Alabaman  of  Scotch 
ancestry,  and  married  a  Miss  Pierson,  who  passed  away- 
about  the  time  that  he  died,  their  children  being:  Wil- 
liam J.,  who  was  a  Confederate  soldier  of  General  Lee's 
army,  came  to  Texas  with  Colonel  Wallace,  spent  his 
life  as  a  farmer,  and  died  at  LaEue,  leaving  no  family; 
Martha,  who  died  in  Mississippi  as  the  wife  of  Willis 
Wingo;  Mary,  who  married  William  McMillen,  and  died 
in  Texas;  Col.  George  P..  Virgil  H.,  who  was  a  Confed- 
erate soldier  and  spent  his  life  in  Attala  county,  Mis- 
sissippi ;  Samuel,  who  was  killed  in  battle  as  a  Con- 
federate soldier  during  the  Civil  War;  John,  who  died  in 
the  same  service;  and  Emily,  who  married  0.  T. 
Stephens,  and  died  in  Mississippi.  William  J.  Wallace 
was  lieutenant  in  his  companv,  and  belonged  to  Gen. 
A.  P.  Hill 's  Corps. 

Col.  George  P.  Wallace  was  educated  in  the  country 
school  and  was  using  slave  labor  as  a  planter  when 
the  Civil  War  broke  across  the  country  in  all  its  fury. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Confederate  army, 
and  was  commissioned  Lieut.  Col.  of  the  Fortieth  Mis- 
sissippi Infantry,  his  regiment  being  added'  to  the  army 
under  General  Pemberton,  about  Vicksburg.  He  took 
part  in  the  engagements  preliminary  to  the  siege  and 
was  paroled  at  the  surrender  of  that  city  to  General 
Grant.  Immediately  after  the  surrender  he  was  pro- 
Tnoted  to  the  rank  of  Colonel  and  took  his  regiment  to 
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Johnston 's  army  and  participated  in  the  defense  of 
Atlanta  and  in  the  100  days  of  fighting  of  the  Atlanta 
campaign.  At  the  battle  "of  Peach  Tree  Creek  he  lost 
his  left  arm,  and  after  spending  some  weeks  in  the  hos- 
pital was  taken  by  the  wife  of  Capt.  Henry  Lamar  to 
her  home  and  cared  for  until  sufficiently  recovered  to 
return  to  his  home.  Colonel  Wallace  was  practically  a 
bankrupt  when  peace  was  declared  in  1865.  He  felt 
the  financial  ruin  of  the  family  keenly  and  decided 
upon  taking  up  his  residence  in  a  new  country  to  begin 
life  over.  Aceordingh",  he  made  the  trip  to  Texas  by 
rail  and  water  and  purchased  what  land  his  finances 
would  permit,  combining  the  industry  of  his  body  and 
mind  and  the  virtue  of  his  citizenship  to  the  Bethel 
neighborhood.  His  farm  of  several  hundred  acres  was 
worked  with  free  black  labor,  to  which  condition  he 
seemed  to  adapt  himself  readily.  He  proved  his  sym- 
pathy for  the  ex-slave  by  providing  him  with  the  neces- 
sities of  life  from  his  plantation  commissary,  and  requir- 
ing the  negro  to  repay  him  in  labor  whenever  he  should 
need  the  work.  At  such  a  time  he  would  ride  about  the 
neighborhood  after  supper,  summoning  help,  and  the  next 
morning  his  yard  would  be  filled  with  "free  negroes" 
waiting  for  breakfast  to  start  the  day's  business.  He 
was  wont  to  carry  a  hoe  while  overseeing  the  ' '  hoe 
hands"  and  cut  an  occasional  weed  as  a  sort  of  accom- 
paniment to  the  darky  hoe.  It  was  but  natural  that  Col. 
Wallace  should  become  active  in  politics.  Having  com- 
manded men  in  time  of  strife,  he  could  be  trusted  to 
do  so  in  times  of  peace.  He  was  a  Democrat,  and  was 
his  party's  candidate  for  tax  collector  of  Anderson 
county  in  ISSO,  and  was  elected  to  that  office,  following 
which  he  moved  to  Palestine  with  his  family,  just  hav- 
ing gotten  nicely  started  with  his  duties  when  he  was 
stricken  by  death.  Colonel  Wallace  was  a  Eoyal  Arch 
Mason,  and  ever  took  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of 
that  fraternal  order,  while  his  religious  connection  was 
with  the  Methodist  church.  In  1849,  Colonel  Wallace 
was  married  to  Mi&s  Mary  A.  Hodge,  a  daughter  of  Eev. 
Eobert  H.  Hodge,  whose  career  is  mentioned  fully  on 
another  page  of  this  work.  Mrs.  Wallace  died  March 
21,  1906,  having  been  the  mother  of  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Eugene,  who  died  in  Mississippi  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years;  Eobert  J.,  a  resident  of  Palestine, 
Texas;  Ella,  who  died  when  a  young  girl;  Laura  B., 
who  married  H.  E.  Nash,  and  died  in  LaEue,  Texas; 
Isa  il.,  who  died  unmarried;  Eoena,  who  also  died 
siiiL'l-  :  iMoi-  ;i,  who  married  S.  L.  Love,  and  died  in 
Olil;ilioii!,'i  ;  l,.'l:i  l;.,  wlio  died  in  Anderson  county,  Texas, 
as  .Mis.  1'.  s.  -Iwrksou;  Bettv  V.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  VLais;  and  Bruce  C,  of  this  review. 

Bruce  C.  Wallace  was  born  October  17,  1868,  and 
secured  his  early  educational  advantages  in  the  public 
schools.  He  assisted  his  mother  in  the  work  of  the 
home  farm  at  Bethel,  Anderson  county,  until  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  when  he  entered  the  I.  &  G.  N.  Eail- 
way  Hospital,  at  Palestine,  Texas,  to  receive  his  first 
lessons  in  his  student  work  for  the  medical  profession. 
He  acted  as  a  prescriptionist  and  student  there  for  one 
year,  following  which  he  entered  Tulane  University,  New 
Orleans,  in  October.  1890,  and  one  year  later  passed  the 
examination  for  the  certificate  of  practice.  Locating  at 
Emhouse.  Navarro  county,  Texas,  he  continued  there 
until  1892,  and  then  came  to  LaEue  and  completed  his 
course  in  medicine,  at  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine, 
graduating  in  1893.  In  1900  Doctor  Wallace  took  a 
post-graduate  course  in  the  New  Orleans  Polyclinic,  and 
has  never  ceased  to  be  a  close  and  careful  student  of  his 
calling.  He  affiliates  with  the  Henderson  County  Med- 
ical Society  and  the  Texas  State  Medical  Society,  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  among  his  professional 
brethren,  and  through  his  success  in  a  number  of  com- 
plicated cases  has  won  the  full  confidence  of  the  people 
of  his  adopted  place.  In  the  domain  of  agriculture,  he 
has  been  responsible  for  bringing  under  cultivation  some 
of  the  producing  lands  adjacent  to  LaEue.     His  home 
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is  of  his  own  building  and  is  a  splendid  example  of  the 
architect 's  art  of  rural  home,  a  roomy,  one-story  frame 
structure,  with  ample  galleries,  standing  upon  high 
ground  almost  at  the  doors  of  the  corporation.  Its  white 
exterior  can  be  seen  for  miles.  Doctor  Wallace  is  vice- 
president  of  the  state  bank  of  LaEue,  is  a  Methodist 
in  his  religious  belief,  and  aflUiates  with  that  church. 
He,  like  his  father,  is  a  Eoyal  Arch  Mason. 

In  February,  1896,  Doctor  Wallace  was  married  to 
Miss  Linna  Campbell,  daughter  of  Dr.  S.  E.  CampbeU, 
who  settled  at  Fincastle,  Henderson  county,  and  prac- 
ticed medicine  for  forty  years.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace,  Bruce  C,  Jr.,  and  Linna 
Laura. 

Thomas  Volnet  Munson.  The  great  majority  of 
men  are  honored  for  their  ability  to  confer  benefits — for 
the  wealth,  or  influence,  or  power  that  they  control.  The 
late  Thomas  Volney  Munson  was  a  man  who  was  rev- 
erenced and  beloved,  not  for  what  he  had,  but  for  what 
he  was.  Probably  no  man  ever  lived  in  Texas  whose 
character  attracted  greater  admiration,  or  whose  re- 
moval caused  more  general  regret  than  did  his,  and  the 
memory  of  his  pure  life,  of  his  gracious  presence  and 
kindly  deeds  lingers  like  a  sweet  fragrance  in  the  air. 
In  the  science  of  horticulture  his  name  vrill  live  for  gen- 
erations, for  his  contributions  thereto  were  invaluable. 
He  loved  Nature,  her  trees,  fields,  fruits  and  flowers, 
and  knew  them  well;  and  he  loved  his  kind  and  was 
lavish  in  his  benefactions  to  those,  who,  helpless,  ap- 
pealed to  his  sympathy.  When  he  passed  away,  Janu- 
ary 21,  1913,  at  his  home  in  Denison,  thousands 
mourned  —  not  alone  those  who  knew  him  personally, 
but  those  whom  his  life  had  impressed  as  a  teaching. 

Thomas  Volney  Munson  was  born  on  a  farm  near  As- 
toria, Fulton  county,  Illinois,  September  26,  1843,  and 
was  a  son  of  William  and  Maria  (Linley)  Munson,  the 
former  a  native  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  latter  of 
Kentucky.  Reared  a  farmer's  son,  he  obtained  his 
early  education  in  the  district  schools,  later  went  to  the 
academy  at  Lewiston,  subsequently  took  a  course  at  the 
Brvant  and  Stratton  Business  College,  and  in  order  to 
make  his  way  through  the  University  of  Kentucky 
boarded  himself  with  his  brother,  the  two  doing  their 
own  cooking  and  practicing  numerous  small  economies. 
This  brother  was  William  Benjamin  Munson,  now  one 
of  the  leading  capitalists  of  North  Texas,  the  other 
brother  and  sisters  being:  Mrs.  Louisa  E.  Douglass,  of 
Tecumseh,  Nebraska;  J.  T.,  a  resident  of  Denison, 
Texas,  and  a  member  of  the  large  real  estate  firm  of 
Munson  &  Brother;  and  the  Misses  M.  G.  and  T.  M.,  of 
Point  Loma,  California.  In  1870  Thomas  V.  Munson 
was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Scott  Bell,  of  Lexington, 
Kentucky,  and  to  this  union  there  were  born  seven 
children:  William  Bell,  of  Denison;  Mrs.  A.  A.  Ache- 
son,  of  Hugo,  Oklahoma;  Eoscoe  W.,  of  Denison,  Texas; 
Miss  Neva,  of  Denison;  and  Mrs.  N.  C.  Calvert,  Mrs. 
W.    C.    Green    and    Miss    Marguerite    Munson,    all    of 


Shortly  after  his  marriage,  Dr.  Munson  removed  to 
the  vicinity  of  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  from  vphence  he  came 
to  Denison,  and  here  all  of  his  industrial,  scientific  and 
literary  work  was  done.  He  established  one  of  the  most 
famous  vineyards  in  the  South,  besides  building  up  a 
reliable  and  well-k-nown  nursery  business.  He  became 
the  acknowledged  authority  on  the  native  wild  grapes 
of  North  America,  and  Bulleton  No.  3,  Division  of 
Pomology,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
"Classification  and  Generic  Synopsis  of  the  Wild  Grapes 
of  North  America,"  which  "he  wrote  and  which  was 
published  in  1890,  is  one  of  the  most  painstaking  pieces 
of  botanical  work  ever  done  in  this  country.  It  made 
the  wav  for  his  later  and  greater  work.  "Foundations  of 
American  Grape  Culture."  His  horticultural  and  sci- 
entific work  in  hybridizing  and  perfecting  the  American 
Vitis  won  for  him  a  diploma  from  the  French  Govern- 


ment in  1888  and  the  decoration  of  the  Legion  of  Honor, 
with  the  title  of  ' '  Chevalier  du  Merit  Agricole, ' '  for  the 
aid  he  had  rendered  France  in  viticultural  matters.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  American  Academy  of  Science,  the 
National  Agricultural  Association  of  France,  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Pomological  Society,  member  of 
the  American  Breeders'  Association,  the  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science,  and  president  of  the  Texas 
Horticultural  Society.  In  1903-4  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Texas  World's  Fair  Association.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  jury  of  awards  at  the  St.  Louis  Exposition  in 
1904,  an  honorary  member  of  the  American  Wine  Grow- 
ers' Association  and  also  a  vice  president  of  the  Society 
for  Horticultural  Science.  The  most  complete  botanical 
display  of  the  whole  grape  genus  ever  made  was  pre- 
pared by  Professor  Munson  and  exhibited  at  the  World 's 
Columbian  Exposition,  Chicago,  in  1893.  This  collec- 
tion, now  in  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, will  ever  be  a  sterling  record  of  Dr.  Munson 's 
wonderful  patience,  painstaking  care  and  skill.  His 
splendid  book,  ' '  Foundations  of  American  Grape  Cul- 
ture,"  is  regarded  as  the  most  practical,  complete  and 
satisfactory  account  of  the  American  grape  yet  issued, 
and  is  a  lasting  monument  to  his  zeal,  energy  and  sci- 
entific investigation.  Such,  in  brief,  is  a  cursory  review 
of  the  life  and  some  of  the  achievements  of  a  man  who 
has  left  his  impress  indelibly  stamped  upon  the  annals 
of  science,  literature  and  the  hearts  of  his  fellow  men. 
It  does  not  become  the  biographer  unfamiliar  with  the 
science  to  which  Professor  Munson  devoted  his  long  and 
useful  life,  however,  to  write  of  his  attainments.  Such 
a  task  is  more  fittingly  accomplished  by  one  whose 
labors  were  conducted  along  the  same  lines,  and  for  this 
reason  we  are  allowed  to  quote  from  an  article  written 
for  the  Texas  State  Horticultural  Society,  which,  in 
part,  said  as  follows: 

' '  Professor  Munson  is  with  us  no  more,  and  we  sadly 
miss  him.  It  is  with  mingled  feelings  of  pleasure  and 
regret  that  I  respond  to  the  assignment  to  present  to 
the  members  of  the  Texas  State  Horticultural  Society 
the  short  memoir  of  our  friend  and  co-worker,  the  late 
T.  V.  Munson.  Of  pleasure  we  delight  to  revert  to  and 
honor  his  memory,  who  was  a  great  man  in  natural  en- 
dowments, in  application  and  in  grand  achievements,  a 
distinguished  life  member  and  one  of  the  founders  of 
this  society,  a  true  and  faithful  friend  and  a  noble  and 
useful  citizen.  Of  regret  because  of  his  departure  from 
life. 

' '  The  ordinary  extravagances  of  eulogy  do  not  ex- 
press our  feelings  and  are  not  proper  on  this  occasion, 
■but  the  sacred  converse  of  the  life  labors  and  of  the 
departure  of  our  near  and  dear  friend,  co-worker  and 
benefactor.  AU  of  you  who  enjoyed  the  acquaintance 
and  friendship  of  Brother  Munson  will  bear  me  out 
that  it  was  a  rare  pleasure  to  have  known  him  in  his 
beautiful  home,  in  his  remarkable  trial  grounds,  or- 
chards and  vineyards,  in  our  many  horticultural  and 
other  conventions'  and  in  every  form  of  intercourse.  It 
was  a  rare  treat  indeed  to  walk  with  Mr.  Munson  in  his 
trial  grounds  and  have  him  unfold  the  fascinating,  yet 
intricate,  work  of  originating  and  improving  the  many 
thousands  of  new  varieties  which  he  has  given  to  the 
world.  The  impression  he  made  was  of  one  thoroughly 
at  home  among  his  new  creations,  of  one  easily  the 
complete  master  of  the  laws  and  knowledge  of  plant 
selection  and  reproduction.  Not  only  was  he  a  master 
of  his  line,  to  his  great  abilities  were  added  the  higher 
qualities  of  a  courteous  and  cultured  gentleman,  kind 
and  wise  husband,  warm  and  loyal  friend  and  useful 
and  broad-minded  citizen. 

' '  Mr.  Munson  was  a  deep  and  thorough  student,  going 
to  the  bottom  of  the  subjects  which  he  studied  and  prac- 
ticed. We  may  well  class  him  as  a  student  and  investi- 
gator with  such  men  as  Huxley,  Agassiz,  Tyndal,  Joseph 
Cook.  Professor  Bailey  and  the  like,  going  further 
really   than   they   in   that  he   utilized  his  knowledge   of 
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the  deep  things  of  nature  in  the  production  of  new  arid 
rare  plant  creations,  creations  which  should  combine 
the  best  traits  of  the  various  parent  plants  which  he 
chose  to  utUize  in  hybridization  and  in  cross-pollina- 
tion. 

' '  The  love  for  pomological  experimentation  and  the 
achievement  dominated  the  life  of  Professor  Munson, 
and  our  horticulture  of  the  present  day  and  of  all  fu- 
ture time  has  received  a  great  blessing  in  his  life  and 
labors.  We  are  fortunate  indeed  that  Mr.  Munson 
chose  horticulture  as  his  life  work,  rather  than  the  pro- 
fessions or  finance,  in  any  of  which  he  might  have 
shone  with  distiaction. 

' '  The  fullness  of  the  life  and  labors  of  Professor 
Munson  wiU  probably  never  be  fully  known.  His  great 
mind  was  a  rare  storehouse  of  knowledge.  His  library 
is  rich,  a  treasurehouse.  His  observations  and  writings 
would  fill  volumes,  which,  while  they  would  make  a  rich 
heritage  for  the  horticulturists  of  cominig  generations, 
may  never  be  published. 

' '  These  productions  have  been  carefully  classified  and 
filed  by  him,  with  the  aid  of  his  son,  William  B.  Munson. 
The  writer  has  been  accorded  the  privilege  of  entering 
the  sacred  precincts  of  his  study,  his  great  workshop, 
and  of  examining  these  treasures  which  he  left.  And 
let  me  suggest  here  that  the  Texas  Horticultural  So- 
ciety, of  which  he  was  a  founder  and  president  for 
many  years,  combined  with  the  American  Horticultural 
Society,  of  which  he  was  a  life  member,  and  the  Ameri- 
can Pomological  Society,  of  which  he  was  vice  president 
for  many  years,  would  do  well  to  appoint  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  his  family  as  to  the  practicability 
of  formulating  such  a  biography  of  this  great  man 
which  should  contain  or  utilize  much  of  the  unpublished 
life  work  of  Mr.  Munson.  One  volume  especially  upon 
which  he  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  and  careful  thought 
and  investigation  is  a  thesis  prepared  on  the  "Native 
Trees  of  the  Southwest,"  and  which  was  done  under 
the  direction  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Wash- 
ington. 

' '  Mr.  Munson  "s  life  work  was,  however,  well  done. 
He  stated  at  his  death  that  he  was  well  satisfied  with 
his  life  work.  He  had  no  regrets;  he  was  ready  to  go. 
The  results  of  his  labor  are  a  rich  heritage  to  our  horti- 
culture. They  constitute  a  monument  to  his  great  life 
more  enduring  than  shaft  of  marble  or  granite,  and 
increasingly  blessed  as  time  goes  on.  Thousands  of 
carefully  bred  new  varieties  have  been  given  to  the 
world,  especially  of  grapes,  but  also  of  many  other 
fruits  and  ornamental  plants,  by  him. 

' '  Mr.  Munson 's  last  book,  '  The  Foundation  of 
American  Grape  Culture,'  is  a  fit  and  characteristic 
product  of  his  life.  It  is  a  gem  of  classic  literature,  as 
well  as  rich  and  valuable  to  the  viticulturist.  It  should 
be  in  the  library  of  every  home  in  the  land.  The  writ- 
ings of  Mr.  Munson  are  gems  of  deep  thought  and  of 
exquisite  culture,  and  are  much  sought  after  by  the 
leading  journals,  both  domestic  and  foreign. 

' '  On  account  of  great  services  done  by  Mr.  Munson  in 
producing  and  furnishing  phylloxera — resistent  stocks 
with  which  to  restore  the  phylloxera  infested  vineyards 
of  Prance — and  for  other  valuable  services  rendered  the 
viticulture  of  France,  he  was  given  the  highest  honors 
that  could  be  awarded,  viz.,  membership  in  the  Legion 
of  Honor,  with  the  title  of  Chevalier  du  Merit  Agri- 
cole.  Eeally,  there  is  scarcely  a  vineyard  in  the  world 
that  is  not  now  or  will  some  time  be  benefited  by  the 
work  of  Mr.  Munson.  On  account  of  the  thesis  on  the 
'Forests  and  the  Trees  of  Texas,'  as  has  already  been 
mentioned,  the  Kentucky  Agricultural  College  in  18S3 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Science. 

' '  Professor  Munson  was  for  many  years  an  active 
member  and  honored  officer  of  the  American  Pomological 
Society,  of  the  American  Horticultural  Society,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Texas  State  Horticultural  Society,  the  So- 
ciety of  Horticultural  Science,  of  the  American  Breed- 


ers' Association,  and  other  scientific  and  useful  organi- 
zations, and  was  everywhere  highly  esteemed  for  his  deep 
learning,  his  philanthropic  spirit  and  his  practical  utility. 
Everywhere  Professor  Munson  will  be  greatly  missed, 
for  his  words  were  those  of  wisdom. 

"In  his  home  life  and  in  his  own  community,  Mr. 
Munson  shone  with  greatest  lustre.  In  his  own  family 
he  was  loved  to  devotion  by  his  wife  and  seven  chUdren, 
all  of  whom  survive  to  honor  his  memory  and  lament 
his  absence.  In  his  own  community  Mr.  Munson,  while 
naturally  retiring,  never  desiring  any  political  prefer- 
ment, yet  had  decided  opinions  in  all  public  matters, 
and  was  always  found  on  the  side  of  conservative  ad- 
vancement, especially  in  matters  of  higher  education. 
He  was  a  valued  member  of  the  Denison  school  board 
for  eight  years. ' ' 

At  the  time  of  Professor  Munson 's  death  numberless 
expressions  of  admiration  for  the  man  and  his  work, 
and  regrets  for  his  departure,  were  sent  by  mail  and 
telegraph  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  the  press  all  over 
the  country  paid  him  eulogies,  and  his  funeral  was  one 
of  the  most  largely  attended  that  Denison  or  adjoining 
cities  has  known.  From  the  beautiful  suburban  family 
residence  just  south  of  the  city  of  Denison,  the  body 
was  borne  tenderly  to  the  spacious  auditorium  of  the 
XXI  Club,  which  had  been  donated  by  his  brother, 
J.  T.  Munson.  There  the  funeral  services  were  held 
before  a  congregation  that  filled  the  auditorium  to  over- 
flowing. The  services  were  simple  and  brief.  Mr.  E.  L. 
Legate,  a  warm  personal  friend  of  the  deceased,  read 
the  funeral  oration,  "  Philosophius '  Funeral  Oration, 
Made  Over  His  Own  Grave,"  which  had  been  written 
by  Professor  Mt^nson  when  still  in  good  health,  and 
which  he  had  requested  to  be  read  at  his  funeral.  From 
the  auditorium  the  funeral  train  moved  to  Fairview 
Cemetery,  where  Mr.  W.  B.  Munson,  brother  of  the 
deceased,  read  the  following  beautiful  tribute,  with 
which  we  shall  close  this  all  too  brief  sketch: 

"Dearest  Brother:  We  now  surrender  you  back  to 
the  bosom  of  the  great  universe  into  whose  mysteries 
during  life  you  so  loved  to  delve.  Your  life  has  been 
an  inspiration  to  your  family  and  friends,  and  will  be 
an  example  to  all  as  the  happy  results  of  a  life  weU 
spent.  You  fell  asleep  like  a  child  on  its  mother's 
bosom,  without  a  struggle,  your  every  feature  indicating 
the  satisfaction  of  having  earned  the  plaudits  of  your 
f ellowmen.  '  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant. ' 
"Your  heart  was  as  loving  and  tender  as  the  flowers 
you  grew;  your  resolution  in  the  discharge  of  duty  as 
strong  as  the  oak  and  as  firm  as  steel;  your  energy  was 
tireless,  your  patience  most  wonderful;  your  character 
and  conduct  spotless  and  clean ;  your  love"  of  nature  was 
only  surpassed  by  your  love  of  man.  You  found  your 
greatest  happiness  in  the  bestowment  of  lasting  benefits 
upon  your  fellowmen. 

"You  will  live  in  the  moral  fibre  of  your  posterity, 
in  the  impress  your  life  has  made  upon  those  who  knew 
you,  in  the  finer  fruits  of  vines  you  created,  and  in  the 
wider  intelligence  your  writings  have  wrought.  The 
world  wiU  be  better  and  happier  for  your  having  lived. 
"Eest  in  peace." 

J.  Bex  Stegall.  As  cashier  of  the  Texas  State  Bank 
of  Farwell,  Parmer  county,  and  as  a  large  cattle  owner, 
J.  Eex  StegaU  is  in  close  touch  with  the  activities  of  his 
locality  and  is  representative  of  the  youno-er  sons  of 
the  "Lone  Star  State." 

Mr.  Stegall  was  born  at  Vernon,  Wilbarger  county, 
Texas,  September  8,  1889,  and  is  a  son  of  John  A.  arid 
Mary  E.  (Lafferty)  Stegall.  On  the  paternal  side  he 
comes  of  Scotch  Irish  descent.  The  Stegalls  were  early 
settlers  of  Tennessee,  and  J.  J.  Stegall,  the  grandfather 
of  J.  Eex,  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  ren- 
dered service  in  the  Confederate  Army.  John  A.  Stegall 
was  born  in  Tennessee,  spent  his  e'arly  years  in  that 
State,  and  in  1877  came  to  Texas  and  settled  down  to 
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ranching.  For  seven  years  he  was  general  manager  of 
a  ranch.  During  that  time  he  gained  a  wide  acquaint- 
ance throughout  Ford  and  Wilbarger  counties  and 
proved  himself  to  be  made  out  of  the  kind  of  material 
they  needed  for  sheriffs.  As  the  choice  of  the  Democrats, 
he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  the  counties  of  Ford  and  Wil- 
barger, both  at  that  time  being  under  one  government, 
and  for  eight  years  he  filled  that  responsible  position, 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
his  constituents.  On  his  retirement  from  public  office, 
he  engaged  in  the  live  stocli  business  on  his  own  account 
in  Ford  County,  and  he  is  stUl  identified  with  this  in- 
dustry, now  being  the  leading  and  controlling  spirit  in 
a  company  composed  of  twenty-six  members.  This  com- 
pany owns  seventy-six  sections  of  land  besides  having 
large  leased  holdings.  They  have  approximately  30,000 
head  of  live  stock.  The  mother  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  Mary  E.  (Lafferty)  Stegall,  is  a  native  of  Texas 
and  a  daughter  of  J.  A.  Lafferty,  a  pioneer  settler  of 
Hall  county,  this  State.  She  is  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  J.  Rex  is  the  second.  The  parents  are 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Church  and  have  reared 
their  children  in  its  faith. 

The  educational  training  of  J.  Eex  Stegall  was  re- 
ceived at  Clarendon,  Texas,  and  Fayetteville,  Arkansas. 
He  spent  his  boyhood  vacations  on  the  range,  where  he 
thoroughly  learned  the  stock  business,  and  following  his 
graduation  at  Clarendon  College,  he  engaged  in  the  cattle 
business  on  his  own  responsibility.  He  is  still  interested 
in  the  business  and  is  the  owner  of  a  herd  which  num- 
bers no  less  than  2,300  head.  In  the  mean  time,  in 
April,  1907,  young  in  years  but  with  training  and  ability 
to  match  the  work,  he  became  cashier  of  the  Texas  State 
Bank,  of  which  he  is  a  stockholder,  and  this  position  he 
has  since  filled. 

Politically,  young  Stegall  has  followed  in  his  father's 
footsteps,  and  ever  since  he  has  been  a  voter  he  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  Democratic  politics  in  his  locality.  He 
has  a  membership  in  the  church  in  which  he  was  reared, 
and  he  enjoys  fraternal  relations  with  the  B.  P.  O.  E. 
and  the  F.  and  A.  M.,  his  work  in  the  Masonic  Order 
including  the  Eoyal  Arch  degrees.  Mr.  Stegall  is  un- 
married. 

Cecil  A.  Keating.  In  the  life  of  affairs  of  Texas  as 
a  whole,  Mr  Keating 's  name  is  best  known  as  a  whole- 
sale dealer  in  agricultural  implements  and  as  a  manufac- 
turer of  plows,  having  for  many  years  been  head  of  one 
of  the  large  industries  of  Dallas,  and  he  is  also  well 
known  for  his  work,  continued  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  in  connection  with  the  great  pro.ject  of  canalizing 
the  Trinity  river  and  converting  it  into  a  navigable 
stream  from  Dallas  to  the  Gulf. 

A  resident  of  Dallas  for  nearly  forty  years,  Cecil 
A.  Keating  was  born  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  March 
20,  1850,  and  comes  of  English  and  Scotch  families 
long  prominent  in  the  military  and  civil  life  of  England 
and  her  colonies.  Mr.  Keating 's  ancestors  were  at  dif- 
ferent times  stationed  in  India,  Ceylon,  the  West  Indies, 
South  America,  Central  America,  Canada  and  elsewhere. 
William  Henry  Keating,  his  father,  was  born  September 
26,  1807,  in  Manchester,  England,  a  son  of  John  and 
Ann  CHall)  Keating.  John  Keating  was  a  son  of  Cap- 
tain John  Keating,  of  the  British  army,  who  in  1758 
was  married  in  North  Carolina  to  Mary  Wayne,  whose 
uncle  was  Anthony  Wayne,  the  brilliant  American  sol- 
dier. Grandfather  John  Keating  was  a  merchant  in  Eng- 
land, and  in  1812  started  with  his  family  on  a  sailing 
vessel  for  Philadelphia,  but  before  reaching  his  destina- 
tion war  broke  out  between  England  and  the  United 
States,  and  the  vessel  turned  south  and  went  to  Surinam 
in  South  America,  where  John  Keating  died  of  yellow 
fever  on  October  22,  1813.  William  Henry,  his  son, 
was  sent  to  England  to  receive  his  education,  while  his 
mother  remained  at  Surinam  and  married  Captain  Alex- 
ander Johnston  of  the  British  army.     Some  years  later 


Captain  Johnston  took  his  family  to  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  where  he  served  with  his  regiment  and  died  in 
1849. 

William  Henry  Keating  studied  law  at  Lunenburg, 
Nova  Scotia,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1828,  for  a 
number  of  years  held  the  office  of  judge  of  probate  in  the 
county  of  Yarmouth,  also  master  in  chancery,  represented 
the  United  States  government  as  consular  agent,  and  in 
1839  was  appointed  deputy  provincial  secretary  at  Hali- 
fax, filling  that  place  with  distinction  until  1863.  He 
then  was  made  Kegister  of  Deeds  of  Halifax,  an'd  con- 
tinued a  man  of  prominence  in  public  affairs  in  Nova 
Scotia  until  1887,  when  he  moved  to  California  and  died 
in  that  state  in  1898. 

At  Yarmouth,  July  17,  1837,  William  H.  Keating  mar- 
ried Eliza  Walford  Forbes.  She  was  born  February  25, 
1819,  at  Gibraltar  and  died  in  California,  December  15, 
1902.  Her  father.  Captain  Anthony  Somersall  Van 
Crosen  Forbes;  born  in  1792  at  St.  Kitts  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  educated  in  England,  was  given  a  commis- 
sion in  the  English  army,  was  stationed  at  Annapolis 
Eoyal  in  Nova  Scotia,  later  was  ordered  to  Europe  to 
take  part  in  the  campaign  against  Napoleon,  and  after 
the  battle  of  Waterloo  returned  to  Nova  Scotia,  and  was 
later  in  command  at  Gibraltar,  where  his  daughter  Eliza 
W.  was  born.  He  finally  returned  to  Nova  Scotia,  and 
after  retiring  from  the  army  became  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  Yarmouth,  where  he  died  in  1838.  The  Forbes 
family  ancestry  is  traced  back  to  Salvathius  Forbes,  who 
married  MoravUla,  daughter  of  Gregory  the  Great,  King 
of  Scotland.  Captain  Forbes  was  married  in  Nova  Scotia 
in  1815  to  Susan  Gloriana  Davoue,  a  daughter  of  Fred- 
erick Davoue,  a  British  citizen  of  Huguenot  descent, 
who  had  come  to  America  and  settled  in  New  Y'ork,  but 
being  a  Eoyalist  his  farm  was  confiscated  during  the 
American  Revolution  and  he  emigrated  to  Nova  Scotia. 
In  this  connection  it  is  of  interest  that  his  farm  was 
given  by  the  state  of  New  Y'ork  to  Thomas  Paine  as  a 
reward  for  the  latter 's  services  to  the  American  colonies. 

The  enterprise  displayed  by  his  forefathers  as  soldiers 
and  in  civil  affairs  was  transmitted  to  Cecil  A.  Keating. 
His  youth  was  spent  in  Nova  Scotia,  among  the  scenes 
made  famous  by  Longfellow  in  his  ' '  Evangeline ' '  and 
for  a  time  he  followed  the  sea.  In  1870  he  went  to 
Chicago,  was  there  during  the  great  fire  of  1871,  and  as 
an  emplo.ye  of  a  large  implement  factory  received  his 
first  experience  in  the  business  which  he  made  the  found- 
ation of  h'is  success  in  Texas.  Mr.  Keating  came  to 
Dallas  in  1875,  soon  after  the  first  railroad  had  reached 
that  city,  and  engaged  in  business  under  the  name  of 
Stone  &  Keating  in  a  canvas  tent  at  the  corner  of  Elm 
and  Jefferson  streets,  where  subsequently  arose  the  large 
buildings  housing  his  implement  company.  In  1882  he 
bought  out  his  partner  and  continued  the  business  under 
the  name  of  C.  A.  Keating  until  1884,  when  it  was  in- 
corporated as  the  Keating  Implement  and  Machine  Com- 
pany, for  many  years  the  largest  establishment  of  its 
kind  in  the  southwest.  In  1905  Mr.  Keating  retired  from 
the  active  management  and  his  brother,  H.  S.  Keating, 
assumed  the  personal  supervision  of  the  company's  af- 
fairs. Mr.  Keating  was  also  the  founder  and  president 
of  the  Texas  Disc  Plow  Company,  organized  in  1894, 
to  manufacture  and  put  on  the  market  a  type  of  plow 
then  new  and  known  as  Disc  plows,  for  which  he  bought 
the  patent.  It  was  the  Disc  plow  that  revolutionized 
plowing  in  the  dry  lands  of  Texas,  and  made  plowing  by 
steam  or  other  than  horse  power  practical  and  success- 
ful. The  business  grew  rapidly,  and  the  demand  for 
the  Disc  plows  caused  shipment  all  over  the  United  States 
and  many  foreign  countries.  In  1898  northern  plow  fac- 
tories appropriated  the  disc  principle,  and  Mr.  Keating 
had  a  long  drawn  out  litigation  in  the  United  States 
courts  to  defend  his  rights  under  the  patent  laws.  Mr. 
Keating  withdrew  also  in  1905  from  the  active  manage- 
ment of  the  Disc  Plow  Company,  which  also  came  under 
the  active  control  of  his  brother. 
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As  a  business  iiiau  and  employer  Mr.  Keating  came 
into  direct  personal  relations  with  bis  subordinates  and 
the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  was  well  evidenced 
when  he  retired  from  the  management  of  the  Keating 
Implement  house.  His  old  employes,  some  of  whom  had 
been  under  him  for  almost  thirty  years,  presented  him 
with  a  handsome  silver  loving  cup  as  a  token  of  their 
admiration.  Mr.  Keating  is  a  widely  known,  jjublic- 
spirited  citizen,  and  for  many  years  has  been  a  foremost 
figure  in  the  growth  and  development  of  Dallas  as  the 
commercial  metropolis  of  the  southwest.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  the  Dallas  Fair,  was  vice-president  of  the 
association  and  in  1904  became  president.  That  was  a 
critical  year  in  the  association's  history,  but  with  his 
own  financial  backing  established  the  Fair  on  such  a 
secure  basis  that  during  the  following  year  it  returned  a 
profit,  and  has  ever  since  been  one  of  the  {;i'''3t  instit\i- 
tions  of  the  southwest.  In  Dallas  he  is  especially  w^ell 
known  for  his  long  years  of  unselfish  work  and  financial 
aid  in  connection  with  the  Trinity  river  navigation  pro- 
ject. With  Commodore  Duncau  and  T.  W.  Griffiths  he 
was  the  leading  spirit  ju  the  operations  of  the  Trinity 
Eiver  Navigation  Company,  organized  in  1891  to  pro- 
mote the  improvement  of  that  stream  as  a  waterway. 
He  was  honored  as  president  of  the  company  year  after 
year  until  it  was  no  longer  necessary  to  keep  up  such 
an  organization  by  reason  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment having  taken  active  charge  of  the  improvement. 
Through  the  efforts  of  this  organization  the  plan  re- 
ceived approval  from  Congress  in  1902,  and  since  that 
time  about  a  million  dollars  has  been  appropriated  for 
the  deepening  and  canalization  of  the  Trinity  river 
channel.  When  this  work  is  finished  it  will  convert  the 
Trinity  river  into  a  canal  throughout  a  distance  of  five 
hundred  miles  from  Dallas  to  the  Gulf,  so  as  to  afford 
water  transportation  to  cities  lying  along  that  stream 
giving  them  the  advantage  of  lower  rates,  due  to  the 
possession  of  a  navigable  water  course. 

In  1877  at  Kankakee,  Illinois,  Mr.  Keating  married 
Miss  Nellie  C.  Joy.  Their  son,  William,  died  in  Colora:do 
in  1908,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  and  the  two  living 
children  are:  Cecil  Phillips  and  Miss  Eliza  C.  Mr. 
Keating  was  married  in  1914  to  Mrs.  Ruth  Evelyn  Shaw, 
of  Covington,  Kentucky,  widow  of  Judge  William  McD. 
Shaw,  and  devotes  his  time  to  his  real  estate  and  other 
investments  and  in  traveling. 

Horace  G.  Johnston.  Through  his  long  ofScial  con- 
nection with  the  American  Well  &  Prospecting  Company 
of  Corsicana,  Mr.  Johnston  has  been  a  very  prominent 
factor  in  the  oil  regions  of  the  southwest,  particularly 
in  Texas.  He  is  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
company,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  concerns  of  the 
kind  in  the  world,  and  its  connections  and  operations  are 
world-wide,  Corsicana  being  only  the  business  head- 
quarters for  operations  which  extend  to  different  sections 
of  this  country,  and  to  practically  all  the  continents  of 
the  world.  Horace  G.  Johnston  has  been  n  rosiflcnt  of 
Texas  since  1891.  In  that  year  he  went  to  Marlin  to 
drill  the  deep  well  for  artesian  water  whicli  uncovered 
the  hot-water  area  of  that  section,  and  which  has 
brought  fame  to  Marlin  as  a  bathing  resort.  When  the 
company's  work  was  finished  at  Marlin,  Mr.  Johnston 
moved  his  tools  to  Corsicana,  and  drilled  the  deep  well 
at  the  State  Orphans'  Home,  and  later  a  well  for  the 
city.  It  was  at  that  time  that  signs  of  oil  were  discovered 
that  led  to  the  company 's  prospecting  for  oil,  and  soon 
afterwards  oil  was  discovered  in  paying  quantities,  re- 
sulting in  the  opening  u]i  of  the  great  Corsicana  oil  and 
gas  fields.  In  the  work  nf  .livi'lnpnicnt  about  Corsicana, 
the  American  Well  ntid  l'n.s|iri  i  mrr  Company  took  not' 
only  the  leading  part,  Iml  lor  a  imniber  of  years  has  been 
a  very  important  factor.  It  has  sent  its  drills  into  the 
oil  sands  at  various  points  in  the  territory  about  Corsi- 
cana, and  its  operations  are  still  extensive  in  that  vi- 
cinity. 


The  American  Well  &  Prospecting  Company,  of  which 
Mr.  Johnston  is  president  and  manager,  was  organized 
in  Kansas  in  1886  at  which  time  Mr.  Johnston  associated 
himself  with  Mr.  Akin  and  others,  aU  of  whom  are  yet 
members  of  the  firm.  As  a  result  of  their  oil  discoveries 
near  Corsicana,  the  company  decided  to  establish  a 
plant  in  Corsicana  for  the  manufacturing  of  deep-well 
tools,  supplies,  and  other  paraphernalia  used  in  oil  well 
operation.  In  1896  the  company  opened  a  small  factory 
employing  a  half  dozen  men,  and  with  the  gradual  in- 
crease of  successive  years,  this  factory  is  now  one  of 
the  largest  local  industries,  with  one  hundred  men  on  its 
payroll,  and  with  a  shop  and  storage  house  in  Bartles- 
ville,  Oklahoma,  another  at  Los  Angeles,  and  one  at 
Houston,  Texas.  They  also  maintain  an  agency  at  Lon- 
don, England,  one  at  Baku,  Russia,  and  their  goods  go 
abroad  to  every  territory  where  oil  has  been  found,  to 
Japan,  Russia,  the  Balkan  country,  to  South  America, 
to  Mexico,  and  elsewhere.  The  annual  business  of  the 
firm  is  about  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Mr.  Johnston  got  into  the  drilling  business  without 
premeditation  in  Kansas  in  1886.  He  was  in  central 
Kansas  when  the  salt  beds  were  discovered  there,  and 
soon  afterwards  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
American  Well  and  Prospecting  Company,  which  drilled 
at  Hutchinson,  Kingman,  Ellsworth,  Lyons  and  Little 
River,  their  developments  covering  a  period  of  five  years, 
and  including  the  gas  fields  about  Paoli  and  Cherryvale. 

Mr.  Johnston  had  prepared  for  his  profession  as  an 
engineer  in  the  Greensburg  Seminary  in  Ohio,  and  while 
in  his  native  state  he  assisted  in  the  building  of  a  road 
from  Canton  to  Beech  City.  He  went  to  Kansas  in  1882 
as  a  civil  engineer  to  do  railroad  construction  work, 
and  had  charge  of  construction  for  a  part  of  the  Mis- 
souri Pacific  System  from  Salina  west.  While  he  was 
connected  with  that  work,  twenty  miles  of  track  were 
built  in  sixty  days,  and  that  was  considered  one  of  the 
■remarkable  feats  of  railway  construction  in  that  early 
time. 

Horace  G.  Johnston  w'as  born  near  Akron,  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  April  15,  1851.  His  early  years  were  spent 
on  a  farm.  His  father,  Alexander  Johnston,  settled  in 
Summit  county  in  1814,  when  a  boy  of  six  years,  the 
grandparents  having  immigrated  from  Center  county, 
Pennsylvania,  becoming  among  the  first  to  locate  in  that 
section  of  Western  Reserve  of  Ohio.  Alexander  John- 
ston belonged  to  a  family  of  colonial  settlers  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  first  ancestors  came  from  the  north  of 
Ireland.  Alexander  Johnston  was  educated  much  better 
than  the  average  young  men  of  his  time,  and  became  a 
pioneer  teacher  in  Summit  county.  Among  his  pupils  was 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Thomas  A.  Edison.  After  some  years 
of  teaching  Alexander  Johnston  took  up  farming,  and 
early  in  life  had  an  oflicial  career.  In  politics  he  was 
first  a  Whig,  and  was  the  first  man  elected  to  the  office 
of  recorder  of  Summit  county.  Later  he  represented  his 
county  in  the  lower  branch  of  the  legislature.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  factor  in  politics  in  that  part  of 
Ohio.  His  death  occurred  in  1896,  after  surviving  his 
wife  some  years.  He  married  Lavinia  Thursby,  a 
daughter  of  William  Thursby,  who  had  come  to  Ohio, 
from  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania.  The  children  of  Alex- 
ander Johnson  and  wife  were:  Horace  G. ;  Isaac  N.,  of 
Pasadena,  California;  and  Miss  Anna  M.,  who  occupies 
the  old  homestead  near  Akron. 

In  Navarro  county,  Texas,  in  December,  1901,  Horace 
G.  Johnston  married  Miss  Genevieve  Chancey,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Chancey  of  East  Texas.  The  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnston  are  Anna  Ellen,  born  in  1904; 
Elliott  Alexander,  born  in  1906;  and  Horace  G.,  Jr.  Mr. 
Johnston  has  membership  in  the  American  Society  of 
Civil  Engineers,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican. 

WiLLi.vM  D.  Hatnie.  It  was  the  fortune  of  the  late 
William  D.  Haynie  to  possess  the  power  of  accumulating 
wealth  and  managing  large  resources  with  almost  invari- 
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His  genius  in  this  sphere  was  accompanied 
by  corresponding  attributes  of  public  spirit  and  worthy 
influence.  During  his  lifetime  he  was  recognized  as  a 
philanthropist,  but  his  widow  by  her  benefactions  has 
enriched  the  usefulness  of  several  important  religious 
and  educational  institutions  of  the  state. 

For  many  years  the  late  William  D.  Haynie  was  a 
prominent  factor  in  the  industrial  and  financial  aifairs 
of  Navarro  county,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Bice,  Octo- 
ber 14,  1906.  lie  had  come  to  this  locality  before  the 
building  of  the  Houston  &  Texas  Central  Railway,  and 
from  1867  until  his  death  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community. 

William  D.  Haynie  was  born  in  Tipton  county,  Ten- 
nessee, April  29,  1837,  and  came  to  Texas  as  a  pioneer 
with  his  father,  George  Haynie,  in  1847.  The  family 
settled  at  Tehuacana  Hills,  where  his  father  died  about 
1856.  William  D.  Haynie  became  an  active  factor  in 
the  management  of  the  estate,  and  grew  up  on  the  fron- 
tier, as  a  boy  mingling  with  the  Indians  who  came  and 
went  and  maintained  friendly  relations  with  the  early 
settlers.  His  hardy  training  and  experiences  gave  him 
a  vigorous  constitution  and  a  zest  for  practical  business 
life.  It  was  with  little  education  except  such  as  was 
supplied  by  country  schools  and  he  subsequently  profited 
by  observation  and  reading.  He  was  still  a  young  man 
when  the  war  between  the  states  broke  out.  From  1860 
to  1862  he  had  been  a  merchant  with  a  small  store  at 
the  Cotton  Gin,  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Joseph  Lynn. 
In  1861  another  store  was  opened  at  Chatfield,  but  Mr. 
Haynie  closed  out  when  the  call  to  arms  became  too 
urgent  to  resist.  On  March  18,  1862,  he  joined  a  com- 
pany in  Colonel  Bates'  regiment,  and  himself  took  a 
squad  of  thirty  men  to  Galveston  for' organization.  He 
was  made  a  first  lieutenant  of  his  company,  and  after 
considerable  service  around  Velasco  as  a  coast  guard  he 
entered  the  commissary  department  and  continued  in 
Louisiana  and  Texas  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

His  return  to  civil  life  found  him  without  resources, 
and  like  many  others  he  established  himself  as  a  stock 
man.  Few  of  the  old-time  cattlemen  in  that  section  of 
the  state  prospered  so  steadily  as  the  late  William  D. 
Haynie.  He  had  a  faculty  of  making  everything  he 
touched  prosper,  and  while  enriching  himself  he  did  not 
neglect  his  fellow  men  and  his  community.  As  the  popu- 
lation of  the  country  multiplied  and  the  demand  for 
farm  land  increased  he  foresaw  the  time  when  the  open 
range  stock  industry  must  move  on,  and  prepared  to  get 
out  of  the  business.  He  sold  his  cattle  to  the  Matador 
Cattle  Company,  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  real 
estate  and  loan  business  and  to  banking  at  Corsieana. 
He  aided  in  promoting  the  Corsieana  National  Bank  and 
was  one  of  its  ofiBcers  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Asso- 
ciated with  others  he  organized  the  Corsieana  Building 
&  Loan  Association,  a  concern  which  went  into  voluntary 
liquidation  before  his  death.  The  late  Mr.  Haynie  was 
a  man  of  extraordinary  business  sense  and  never  in- 
dulged in  speculation,  making  investments  where  the  se- 
curity was  unquestioned  and  accumulating  an  estate 
regarded  as  princely  by  those  who  knew  his  history  from 
the  close  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Haynie  was  an  ardent  Democrat  and  his  activity 
extended  to  the  attendance  upon  every  state  convention 
after  reconstruction  days,  though  he  never  sought  politi- 
cal honors  for  himself.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  had 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order  and  kept  in  good 
standing  all  his  life.  He  was  a  firm  Christian,  and  filled 
some  office  in  the  Methodist  Church  South  during  most 
of  his  mature  life.  Physically  he  was  a  man  six  feet 
two  inches  high  and  weighed  over  two  hundred  pounds. 
He  was  deliberate  in  his  movements  and  in  his  speech, 
and  his  personality  was  somewhat  distinguished. 

On  February  7,  1860,  at  the  country  home  of  I.  B. 
Sessions,  Mr.  Haynie  married  Miss  Viola  E.  Sessions. 
Her  father  had  come  to  Texas  in  1S46  and  to  Navarro 
county  in  1847.     Mrs.  Haynie  was  born  on  the  line  of 


Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  counties  in  Mississippi,  April 
18,  1844,  and  as  a  child  when  she  came  to  Texas  grew 
up  within  five  mOes  of  the  town  of  Rice.  Her  education 
was  finished  in  Dr.  N.  P.  Modrell's  school  in  Corsieana. 
Her  married  life  was  devoted  to  her  husband  and  to  her 
neighbors  and  religious  afEairs.  She  and  Mr.  Haynie 
never  had  any  children,  and  they  gave  their  time  and 
means  to  the  welfare  of  others.  Mrs.  Haynie  has  been 
one  of  the  benefactors  of  higher  education  in  Texas,  and 
contributed  substantial  amounts  to  various  colleges  from 
time  to  time.  Her  chief  interests  centered  in  the  South- 
ern Methodist  University  of  Dallas,  to  which  she  donated 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  endowment  of  a 
school  of  theology.  She  gave  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  money  for  the  building  of  the  new  Haynie  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  South,  of  Rice,  which  was  constructed 
at  a  cost  of  twenty-two  thousand  dollars.  The  various 
institutions  to  which  she  has  contributed  are  the  South- 
western University  of  Georgetown,  the  Texas  Women's 
College  of  Fort  Worth,  the  Old  Preachers'  Home  at 
Georgetown,  now  called  the  Haynie  Home,  the  Virginia 
Iv.  Johnson  Home  for  the  Rescue  of  Delinquent  Girls  in 
Dallas,  and  to  the  Corsieana  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation_ 

Walter  Owen  Washington.  The  technical  profes- 
sions have  grown  in  importance  in  proportion  to  the 
development  and  complexity  of  modern  industrialism, 
and  have  consequently  drawn  into  their  ranks  some  of 
the  ablest  young  men  now  found  in  professional  and 
business  affairs.  It  is  as  Civil  Engineer  that  Walter 
Owen  Washington  is  best  known;  and  during  the  past 
ten  years  has  been  concerned  with  much  important  work, 
at  first  chiefly  in  railway  engineering,  and  latterly  in 
independent  practice  throughout  Southwest  Texas,  with 
main  offices  at  San  Antonio,  with  a  definite  reputation 
as  an  irrigation  engineer.  Mr.  Washington  represents 
one  of  the  older  families  of  Texas,  and  one  which  in 
earlier  generations  contributed  soldiers,  planters,  busi- 
ness men  and  able  citizens  to  the  state. 

Walter  Owen  Washington  was  born  near  Austin, 
Texas,  September  24,  1883,  and  his  parents,  Thomas 
Pratt  and  Ella  J.  (Maxwell),  are  still  living  in  that 
city.  His  father  was  born  in  Travis  county,  of  which 
Austin  is  the  county  seat,  in  1856.  Grandfather  Thomas 
Pratt  Washington,  Sr.,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Travis  county,  locating  there  in  the  early 
forties,  was  a  colonel  in  the  local  militia  during  the 
Mexican  war.  This  Texas  pioneer  was  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  after  a  few  years'  residence  in  Alabama, 
where  he  married,  came  to  Texas.  Colonel  Thomas  P. 
Washington's  grandfather  was  Henry  Washington,  a 
brother  of  Colonel  William  Washington,  who  gained  his 
title  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  whose  family  in 
a  still  earlier  generation  produced  the  ancestors  from 
which  George  Washington  sprang.  Ella  J.  Maxwell  is 
a  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  A.  C.  Maxwell,  of  Abingdon,  j 
Virginia,  who  was  a  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Southwest 
Department  of  Virginia  in  the  Confederate  army  duriog 
the  war  between  the  states.  The  old  Washington  plan- 
tation, about  twelve  miles  below  Austin,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  homesteads  in  Travis  county,  and  a  place  of  much 
local  historic  interest. 

Mr.  W.  O.  Washington  began  life  with  the  distinct 
advantage  of  a  good  family  heritage  and  also  with  a 
good  liberal  education.  From  the  public  schools  of 
Travis  county  he  entered  the  University  of  Texas  at 
Austin,  spent  four  years  there,  and  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Civil  Engineer  in  the  class  of  1904.  His 
first  experience  was  'in  general  and  railroad  engineering 
in  both  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and  for  some  time 
he  was  one  of  the  aagineering  staff  with  the  Harriman 
railroad  lines  in  Old  Mexico.  In  1910  Mr.  Washington 
established  an  independent  practice  as  engineer  at  San 
Antonio,  and  is  a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of 
Whiteaker  &  Washington,  with  offices  in  the  Moore  build- 
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ing.  Their  practice  is  of  a  general  nature,  and  their 
services  have  been  largely  employed  and  their  reputation 
is  chiefly  based  upon  their  skill  and  success  in  Irriga- 
tion and  Highway  Engineering  works.  As  an  indication 
of  Mr.  Washington  's  standing  in  his  profession  it  should 
be  noted  that  he  is  an  Associate  Member  of  the  American 
Society  of  Civil  Engineers.  This  honor  is  extended  only 
to  those  who  have  a  recognized  degree  of  proficiency  in 
the  profession.  He  is  a  member  of  the  National  Geo- 
graphic Society,  is  a  York  Bite  Mason,  a  member  of 
Ben  Hur  Temple  of  A.  A.  0.  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
■  Shrine  and  takes  an  active  interest  as  member  of  several 
other  organizations,  civic,  professional,  and  religious. 

In  1910  Mr.  Washington  married  Miss  Bernice  Haskell 
of  Greenville,  Texas.  Mrs.  Washington  was  also  a  stu- 
dent of  the  University  of  Texas.  Their  children  are 
Elizabeth  Emma,  born  December  5,  1911,  and  Walter 
Owen,  born  January  24,  1914. 

John  Burrow  Hatnie.  One  of  the  men  whose  talent 
for  finance  and  administrative  business  has  been  de- 
veloped to  unusual  success  is  John  Burrow  Haynie  of 
Eice,  who  has  been  a  factor  in  the  business  of  that  place 
since  1875.  After  locating  there  he  soon  became  inter- 
ested in  merchandising  and  other  features  of  its  busi- 
ness affairs. 

Mr.  Haynie  moved  to  Eice  from  a  farm  at  Eureka  in 
Navarro  county,  where  he  had  settled  about  the  time 
he  reached  manhood.  He  was  a  child  of  seven  years 
when  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Texas  in  1847  and 
settled  at  Tehuacana  Hills.  At  that  time  Navarro  county 
was  on  the  frontier,  and  Indians  still  roamed  over  its 
hills  and  prairies.  In  that  vicinity,  as  one  of  the  pio- 
neers, his  father,  George  W.  Haynie,  did  some  farming 
and  was  a  stock  raiser  until  he  died  about  1S56,  past 
fifty  years  of  age.  George  W.  Haynie  was  born  in  Tipton 
county,  Tennessee,  had  about  the  educational  advantages 
of  the  average  pioneer,  and  brought  his  famUy  to  Texas 
in  wagons.  With  the  rest  of  his  equipment  he  brought 
a  few  negroes,  and  during  his  brief  stay  in  this  state 
was  a  man  of  industry.  George  W.  Haynie  married 
Sidney  Lynn,  who  died  at  Eureka  when  past  sixty  years 
of  age.  Their  children  were:  Lewis  B.,  who  was  a 
merchant  and  farmer  and  land  man  and  died  at  Eice 
leaving  a  family;  William  D.,  who  died  at  Eice,  an  ex- 
Confederate  soldier,  a  farmer  and  stock  man;  Amanda, 
who  married  Mr.  Eobert  Tyus  and  died  at  Pine  Bluff, 
Arkansas ;  John  B. ;  and  Mary  Jane,  widow  of  George 
Mayo  of  Kerens. 

John  B.  Haynie  came  to  man 's  estate  with  a  fair 
education  and  with  an  experience  as  a  soldier  in  the 
great  war  between  the  states.  In  March,  1862,  he  had 
entered  the  Confederate  army  in  Captain  Melton 's  Com- 
pany of  Bates'  regiment,  and  was  a  guard  along  the 
Gulf  coast.  Most  of  the  time  he  and  his  men  were  sta- 
tioned at  Velasco,  and  was  frequently  shelled  by  the 
enemy,  and  he  saw  more  or  less  of  the  turmoil  of  war 
until  its  end.  His  company  disl>anded  at  Velasco,  but 
at  the  time  Mr.  Haynli<  ^\,■ls  :it  Iinnie  on  detailed  service. 
After  the  war  he  took  ii|.  (i\il  liiV  as  a  modest  farmer 
and  stock  man.  His  [.iM^nrrit y  Iins  been  won  from  a 
starting  point  at  zero,  nml  Imnl  Hork  was  the  factor  that 
counted  most  in  his  early  life.  He  bought  his  first 
land  during  the  war  at  Eureka  with  Confederate  money, 
and  continued  to  prosper  in  that  vicinity  until  his  re- 
moval to  Eice.  About  Eice  he  acquired  a  large  amount 
of  land,  and  a  great  deal  of  this  has  been  brought  under 
cultivation  with  crops  of  both  grain  and  cotton.  At  the 
present  time  his  ownership  extends  to  several  valuable 
farms  in  the  Eice  community.  Altogether  his  efforts  have 
brought  under  cultivation  about  nine  hundred  acres,  and 
on  his  farms  and  in  Eice  he  has  erected  twenty  houses. 
His  agricultural  interests  give  employment  to  about 
twenty   persons. 

Farming  has  not  been  his  sole  vocation.  Mr.  Haynie 
engaged   in   merchandising   after   coming   to   Eice,   built 


a  cotton  gin  and  operated  it  for  several  years,  and  fin- 
ally disposed  of  these  interests.  About  eight  years  ago 
he  engaged  in  banking,  and  is  now  president  of  the  First 
State  Bank  and  was  one  of  its  active  managers  for  some 
time.     He  is  also  interested  in  the  lumber  business. 

Mr.  Haynie  has  not  taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  is 
a  Democrat,  and  while  originally  he  did  not  favor  Wilson 
is  very  much  pleased  with  the  president's  success.  A 
member  of  no  fraternity,  he  has  his  religious  connec- 
tions with  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church.  On 
November  14,  1861,  Mr.  Haynie  married  Miss  Mary  A. 
.Jones,  a  daughter  of  J.  C.  Jones,  a  northern  man  who 
came  to  Texas  from  Arkansas,  was  a  farmer  and  exten- 
sive stock  man,  and  died  at  Eureka,  where  he  had  settled 
(luring  the  decade  of  the  forties.  Mrs.  Haynie  was  born 
in  Arkansas  in  August,  1843,  and  died  February  15, 
1914.  Their  children  are:  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  married 
E.  S.  Clark  of  Eice  and  has  the  following  children: 
Balfour;  Mary  B.,  wife  of  A.  Y.  Brown  of  Eice;  Man- 
ford;  Euth,  who  married  Mr.  Cash;  Cora;  and  John. 
The  second  child  of  Mr.  Haynie  is  Jodie,  wife  of  Dr. 
Hugh  Sloan  of  Eice.  The  youngest  child  is  Viola,  wife 
of  John  T.  Fortson  of  Eice. 

Mitchell  S.  Clayton.  A  native  son  of  Navarro 
county,  Mr.  Clayton  has  here  served  as  county  sheriff  and 
is  now  county  statistician,  with  residence  and  ofScial 
headquarters  in  the  city  of  Corsicana.  He  has  been 
identified  with  the  agricultural  and  stock  industries  of 
the  state.  He  is  a  scion  of  one  of  the  sterling  pioneer 
families  of  Texas,  has  well  upheld  the  honors  of  the 
name  which  he  bears  and  is  entitled  to  specific  recogni- 
tion in  this  publication. 

Mitchell  Steele  Clayton  was  born  on  a  farm  near  the 
village  of  Kerens,  Navarro  county,  Texas,  on  the  18th 
of  September,  1854,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Joseph  A.  and 
Amanda  (Poole)  Clayton,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Tennessee.  Joseph  A.  Clayton  first  came  to  Texas  in 
1835,  as  a  youth  of  seventeen  years,  and  it  was  his  to 
live  u\>  to  the  full  tension  of  I'ife  on  the  frontier.  He 
soon  became  a  member  of  General  Sam  Houston  's  army, 
organized  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  independence  to 
Texas,  which  became  a  republic  as  a  result.  As  a  private 
soldier  he  took  part  in  the  historic  battle  of  San  .Tacinto, 
and  for  his  services  as  a  soldier  he  was  given  a  grant  of 
land,  but  when  he  made  a  permanent  settlement  it  was 
not  on  this  land  but  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  town  of 
Washington,  about  1847.  He  did  some  service  for  the 
United  States  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  also  did  much 
scouting  in  the  early  Indian  service,  besides  working 
effectively  with  surveying  parties  during  the  formative 
period  of  statehood  in  Texas.  He  finally  returned  to 
Tennessee,  where  he  wedded  Amanda  Poole,  an  orphan 
girl,  and  he  then  came  again  to  Texas  and  located  near 
old  Washington,  where  they  resided  until  1852.  when 
they  settled  near  Kerens,  Navarro  county.  Both  died 
at  Chatfield,  this  county,  in  the  year  1873,  the  father 
passing  away  August  1,  and  the  mother  July  31.  At 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  Joseph  A.  Clayton  en- 
listed in  the  Confederate  army  in  Texas.  He  was 
reared  in  Marshall  county,  Tennessee,  and  received  but 
limited  educational  advantages  in  his  youth.  His  alert 
mentality  enabled  him  to  overcome  this  early  handicap 
and  he  became  a  man  of  broad  information  and  mature 
judgment.  He  was  a  close  student  of  the  Bible  and 
while  not  formally  identified  with  any  religious  body 
his  faith  was  in  accord  with  the  tenets  of  the  Baptist 
church.  He  was  both  a  Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow  and 
he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  some  of  the  early 
lodges  of  these  fraternities  in  Navarro  county,  including 
the  first  of  the  latter  order  in  the  cninitv.  the  same 
having  been  established  at  Chatfield.  Of  the  children 
the  eldest  was  Ida  C,  who  became  the  wife  of  .James 
P.  Fortson  and  who  died  at  Eice.  Navarro  county;  Mary 
E.,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  H.  Bachm'an,  died 
in   Dallas   county;    Joseph   H.   and   Hervey  A.   are   still 
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residents  of  Navarro  county;  J.  Roger  is  at  Tamalipas, 
Mexico,  where  lie  is  a  farmer  by  vocation;  Dixie  B.  is 
the  wife  of  James  M.  Bead  and  they  likewise  reside  at 
Tamalipas,  Jlexieo;  Jennie  P.  became  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Edward  Brown,  and  her  death  occurred  at  Merkel, 
Texas;  and  Mitchell  S.,  of  this  review,  was  the  third  in 
order   of  birth. 

Mitchell  S.  Clayton  was  reared  to  adult  age  at  Chat- 
field,  Navarro  county,  where  he  availed  himself  of  the 
advantages  of  the  country  schools.  His  father  was  en- 
gaged in  the  raising  of  sheep  and  horses  and  upon  at- 
taining to  his  legal  majority  Mitchell  S.  turned  his 
attention  to  the  same  line  of  industry,  with  which  he 
continued  to  be  identified  until  1SS7,  the  sheep  business 
until  that  time  having  been  a  profitable  enterprise  in 
Texas.  With  the  curtailment  of  the  open  range  profits 
naturally  diminished,  and  Mr.  Clayton  found  it  expedi- 
ent to  curtail  his  stock  of  sheep  to  a  small  limit,  finally 
retiring  entirely  from  the  business.  He  passed  a  part 
of  his  early  manhood  in  the  cattle  country  of  western 
Texas,  where  he  remained  from  1874  to  1S78  and  where 
he  worked  as  a  cowboy  for  representative  cattle  men  of 
Denton,  Cooke,  C4rayson  and  Clay  counties.  Upon  his 
return  to  Navarro  county  he  engaged  in  the  sheep  busi- 
ness, as  already  noted.  Upon  his  retirement  from  this 
field  of  industry  he  engaged  in  farming,  upon  a  part  of 
the  family  estate,  and  he  brought  under  effective  culti- 
vation 150  acres  of  land,  besides  making  additions  to 
his  estate,  by  the  purchase  of  adjoining  land,  the  im- 
provements made  by  him  having  been  of  excellent  order. 
He  remained  on  his  farm  until  1892,  when  he  was 
elected  peace  officer  of  Precinct  No.  2  and  established  his 
residence  in  the  village  of  Chatfield,  where  he  remained 
until  his  election  to  the  ofiice  of  sheriff,  in  1908,  when 
he  removed  to  Corsicana.  the  judicial  center  of  the 
county  and  his  present  place  of  abode.  He  served  as 
constable  for  ten  years,  during  which  time  and  for  a 
number  of  years  thereafter  he  held  also  commission  as 
deputy  sheriff  of  the  county.  He  was  elected  county 
sheriff  in  1908  and  re-elected  in  1910,  thus  holding  the 
office  four  years.  His  administration  was  efficient  and 
acceptable  and  he  retired  from  the  shrievalty  in  Novem- 
ber, 1912.  A  few  months  later  he  was  appointed  cotton 
statistician  for  Navan'o  county,  a  position  in  which  he  is 
required  by  the  government  to  keep  an  accurate  record 
of  the  number  of  cotton  baled  ginned  in  the  county, 
the  amount  of  cotton  consumed  by  the  Corsicana  cotton 
factory,  stocks  of  cotton  retained  in  warehouses,  amount 
of  seed  crushed  and  statistics  concerning  production  in 
the  various  cotton-seed  oil  mills  of  his  district,  and  other 
incidental  data,  ten  gin  reports  being  made  by  him  to 
the  census  bureau  in  Washington  between  September  and 
March  of  each  year. 

Mr.  Clayton  is  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  is  atfiliated  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  has  a  host  of 
friends  in  his  native  county  and  as  a  citizen  he  maintains 
a  liberal  and  public-spirited  attitude. 

In  August,  1S8.5,  Mr.  Clayton  wedded  Miss  Georgia 
Pannill,  daughter  of  Major  Henry  Pannill  and  Maggie 
(Jones)  Pannill,  her  father  having  come  to  Texas  from 
Virginia  and  having  been  an  otficer  of  the  Confederate 
service  in  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton  became 
the  parents  of  two  children, — Maggie  E.,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  H.  Highnote,  of  Corsicana.  and  Joseph 
P.,  who  died  in  1912,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 

Everett  Oscar  Vaughan.  A  veteran  railway  man, 
learning  telegraphy  in  his  native  A''irginia  and  coming  to 
Texas  over  thirty  years  ago.  Everett  0.  Vaughan  is  the 
agent  of  the  Houston  &  Texas  Central  Railway  at  Corsi- 
cana, and  has  lived  in  this  state  since  1882. 

Mr.  Vaughan  came  to  Texas  direct  from  Halifax 
county,  Virginia,  at  South  Boston  in  which  county  he 
grew  up.  He  was  born  in  Amelia  county,  Virginia, 
February  2,  1858,  and  his  childhood  was  spent  in  town. 


His  father,  Adolphus  Vaughan, 
born  in  Amelia  county,  about  1828,  and  spent  his  time 
as  a  saddler,  and  died  in  1878.  The  father  married 
Mary  Haskins,  who  died  before  her  husband.  Their 
children  were:  Albina,  who  married  Hiram  Carter  and 
lives  in  South  Boston,  Virginia;  Edgar  H.,  who  died  in 
Virginia;  James  0.,  of  Paces,  Virginia;  Henry  T.,  who 
died  in  Navarro  county,  Texas,  leaving  one  child ;  Rosa, 
who  married  W.  H.  Shepherd  of  South  Boston,  Virginia; 
Everett  O. ;  Joseph,  who  died  at  South  Boston ;  and 
Aaron  H.  of  South  Boston. 

Everett  0.  Vaughan  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  ' 
and  as  a  boy  learned  teleigraphy  with  the  old  Richmond 
and  Danville  Railway  Company  at  South  Boston.  During 
his  residence  in  his  native  state  he  continued  in  the  em- 
ploy of  that  company,  and  while  there  met  the  young 
woman  to  whom  he  gave  his  heart  and  hand,  and  after 
their  marriage  they  came  to  Corsicana  in  1882.  Mr. 
Vaughan  at  once  began  work  as  an  operator  with  the 
Houston  &  Texas  Central  Railway  Company.  After  five 
years  in  that  position,  employed  by  both  the  Houston 
&  Texas  Central  and  the  Cotton  Belt,  he  was  transferred 
to  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  and  Texas  &  Pacific 
Railway  Company's  joint  oflice  in  Dallas.  After  a 
year  there,  in  1892,  he  returned  to  Corsicana  and  resumed 
work  with  the  Houston  and  Texas  Central.  He  was 
operator,  bill  clerk,  car  clerk,  cashier  and  agent,  and  in 
1911  succeeded  E.  L.  Gibson,  deceased,  in  the  office  of 
agent,  at  one  of  the  most  important  stations  in  Texas. 

Mr.  Vaughan  has  never  identified  himself  with  ofii- 
cial  affairs  in  Corsicana,  and  has  given  all  his  time 
to  railroad  work  and  his  family.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  church.  On  June  11,  1882, 
he  married  Miss  Blanche  Mullins,  daughter  of  Seth  G. 
-Mullins,  a  Baptist  minister  who  moved  to  Texas  from 
Crystal  Springs,  Mississippi,  and  spent  his  remaining 
years  in  Corsicana.  His  death  occurred  in  1913,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine,  and  for  fifteen  years  he  had  been 
pastor  of  his  church  in  Corsicana.  Rev.  Mullins  married 
Ophelia  Tillman.  Mrs.  Vaughan  was  among  the  young- 
est of  a  family  of  eight  children.  Her  brother,  Dr. 
Edgar  Y.  Mullins,  is  president  of  the  Baptist  Theolog- 
ical Seninary  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  The  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vaughan  are:  Frank  Edgar,  who  died  in 
San  Francisco,  California,  as  a  commercial  operator,  and 
was  unmarried;  Everett  Oscar,  Jr.,  an  accountant  with 
the  Western  Pacific  Railway  at  San  Francisco,  and  Al- 
myra,  wife  of  C.  A.  Gordon  of  Corsicana. 

Hon.  James  Henry  McCdlloch.  No  more  pronounced 
study  in  contrast  is  found  available  among  the  upbuild- 
ers  of  Navarro  county  than  that  presented  in  the  career 
of  James  Henry  McOulloch,  mayor  of  Dawson.  Mr.  Mc- 
Culloch  's  present  status  is  represented  by  the  possession 
of  large  and  important  business  holdings,  by  his  promi- 
nence in  the  business  and  public  life  of  his  section,  and 
by  the  general  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his 
fellow  citizens.  When  he  first  came  to  Texas  he  did  not 
even  own  a  horse  with  which  to  till  his  land.  Between 
his  labor-enslaving  and  poverty-clouded  days  and  those 
of  the  prosperous  present  have  occurred  many  varied  and 
developing  experiences,  the  very  existence  of  which 
stamps  him  as  a  man  of  courage,  initiative,  and  re- 
source. 

James  Henry  McCuUoch  was  born  August  15,  1859,  in 
Morgan  county,  Alabama,  a  son  of  Thomas  D.  McCul- 
loch.  Samuel  McCulloch,  his  grandfather,  passed  his  life 
as  an  Alabama  farmer  and  died  during  the  period  of  the 
Civil  War.  He  married  Hester  Dannell,  who  died  in  ad- 
vanced age,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing children:  Samuel.  Richard,  Harvey,  John,  Thomas, 
Lee.  Mary,  who  married  Houston  Knapps,  and  Martha, 
who  became  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Kitchens.  Thomas  D.  Mc- 
Culloch was  born  in  Morgan  county,  Alabama,  and  in 
young  manhood  adopted  the  calling  of  farmer,  which  he 
followed  until  the  time  of  his  enlistment  in 
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infantry  company  for  service  during  the  Civil  War. 
Wounded  at  tlie  battle  of  Day's  Gap,  Alabama,  he  was 
captured  by  the  enemy  and  taken  a  prisoner  to  Eieh- 
mond,  and  there  his  death  occurred.  His  Tridow  subse- 
quently married  William  N.  Oden,  but  they  had  no  chil- 
dren. Mr.  and  Mrs.  MeCulloch  had  two  children:  James 
Henry  and  William  Thomas,  who  came  to  Texas  with 
their  mother  and  settled  in  the  Dawson  neighborhood. 
Mrs.  Oden  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  Thomas,  in  Stam- 
ford, Jones  county,  in  1908. 

James  Henry  MeCulloch  received  his  education  in  a 
ty|iical  log  schoolhouse  in  his  native  county,  and  lived 
with  his  mother  until  he  was  married,  at  which  time  he 
engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account.  He  was  a 
renter  for  ten  years,  and  at  the  time  he  and  his  wife 
started  their  married  life  he  did  not  even  own  a  horse 
to  help  him  in  his  work.  He  was  married  in  his  native 
county,  and  came  to  Texas  by  rail,  it  taking  about  all 
he  had  made  in  three  ^-ears  of  steady  work  to  bring  the 
family  here.  Kesuming  farming,  he  rented  a  place  near 
Dawson  until  he  was  able  to  purchase  120  acres  of  land, 
and  this  became  much  more  valuable  by  his  labor  and 
improvement,  so  that  subsequently  he  purchased  some 
property  in  Daw'son,  upon  a  part  of  which  he  erected 
the  MeCulloch  gin,  this  suei  i^crni;  fh,.  uin  erected  by 
Akers  Brothers.  His  gin  plant  is  :i  six  seventy-saw  Mun- 
ger  and  is  one  of  the  four  yins  ef    tlir   icwn. 

Mr.  MeCulloch  has  been  ideiii  ilied  witli  some  of  the 
leading  and  successful  business  enterprises  of  Dawson, 
ami  through  his  callable  management  and  wise  direction 
has  developed  them  into  prosperous  ventures.  He  built 
the  original  telephone  exchange  at  Dawson,  assisting  Mr. 


Duke,  whose  first  efforts  marked 
telephone  system  here,  and  Mr.  Mc( ' 
plant  for  some  ten  years,  and  in  I'M 
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R.  A.  M.,  and  also  holds  membership  in  the  Odd  Fellows. 
With  his  family,  he  attends  the  Methodist  church,  has 
been  a  supporter  of  its  movements,  and  for  several  years 
has  acted  in  the  eapneitv  nf  steward 

Mr.  McCtillnrl,  ,,a.  inaiiae,!  An:;,, si  1  L\  IS;;,  |„  Miss 
.Jane  Eoper,  da,,yl,le,-  nf  Xels,,,,  and  Tad,lv  i  Carter) 
Koper  of  Alaliair,:,.  'I'he  rliil.livai  l:,,iii  to  thisiiniou  liave 
been  as  follows:  \Villiam  Henry,  an  engineer  at  Daw- 
son, married  Zelia  Whitener  and  has  two  children,  De- 
lora  and  Janie;  Hettie.  the  wife  of  W.  Carroll  of  Lan- 
caster, who  has  three  childreu,  Winnie  Lois,  Jenice,  and 
Eloise;  Lonnie  of  Dallas,  a  bookkeeper  with  the  Times- 
Ucrald,  married  Miss  Vera  Roddy  and  has  a  daughter, 
Evelyn;  Lee,  connected  with  the  First  State  Bank  of 
Dawson,  married  Letha  Sims  and  has  one  child;  and  Ar- 
thur, Allie,  and  Ifabel,  who  reside  with  their  parents. 

Judge  Egbert  L.  B.\ll.  During  the  last  thirty  years 
it  is  doubtful  if  any  Texan  has  been  more  distinguished 
for  influence  and  success,  whether  as  a  lawyer,  banker, 
and  in  civic  affairs,  than  Judge  Ball  of  San  Antonio. 
He  made  his  reputation  years  ago  as  an  attorney  of 
exceptional  skill  among  the  scattered  population "  and 
semi-frontier  conditions  of  Western  Texas,  and  during 
his  residence  at  San  Antonio  has  represented  some  of 
the  most  important  litigation  originating  among  ■  the 
livestock  interests  of  the  state.  In  the  bar  of  Texas, 
especially  among  jury  lawyers,  Mr.  Ball  ranks  second 
to  none  of  his  contemporaries,  and  his  ability  and  stand- 


ing may  be  estimated  on  terms  of  easy  relationship  with 
any  of  the  more  prominent  lawyers  "and  jurists  of  the 
state.  Though  in  recent  years  much  of  his  attention 
has  been  devoted  to  banking,  Judge  Ball  still  holds  a 
place  of  large  prominence  in  the  legal  profession.  The 
famous  Fant-SuUivan  case  of  a  few  years  ago,  which 
was  carried  to  the  highest  courts,  and  in  which  Judge 
Ball  recovered  over  a  million  dollars  for  his  client,  is 
but  one  ineident  in  many  others  of  large  cases  in  which 


section   ht.s  beeu  entrusted  to  his  care. 

Born  in  Jackson  county,  Missouri,  in  1861,  Robert  L. 
Ball  rose  to  prominence  out  of  conditions  and  environ- 
ments which  would  naturally  handicap  any  person  not 
possessed  of  unusual  determination  and  ambition.  His 
parents,  Robert  Austin  and  Constance  (Rose)  Ball,  the 
former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  Virginia, 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Western  Missouri  in 
Jackson  county,  their  home  being  only  six  miles  from 
the  Kansas  line.  Judge  Ball  became  ;iii  orphan  at  the 
age  of  six  years,  and  the  results  of  tlie  l,,tter  border 
warfare  during  the    "eOs   ii,   We-teni   Mi^. i   .■,,,.!    r:,,t- 
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years  of  hard  work  accumulated  a  few  h. 
His   ambition   was   to   get   a   college   edu, 
pursuance   of    his   plan    he   invested   his 
course    at    the    T^iiiveisitv    of    Kansas    fyi 
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Judge  Ball  has  often  been  referred  to  as  the  "cow- 
man 's  lawyer ' '  of  Texas,  and  it  was  his  growing  prac- 
tice as  attoi,,ev  for  jetidiug  cattlemen  that  eventually 
can-iM  l,ii,,  ,1,  is;i)  In  locate  in  San  Antonio,  which  city 
lia~  i,o'\  liee,,  his  hi,, ,11'  for  the  past  twenty  years.  For 
several  veais  he  wa.,  ;l  i,tirti,er  of  tlie  lat'e  Hon.  Tully 
A,  Fuller.  Besides  his  i.rofesMonal  liusiuess,  of  which 
a  mere  record  of  cases  would  1,ardly  I,e  appropriate  for 
this  article,  Judge  Ball  has  L'ained  Itn  ge  business  inter- 
ests at  San  Antonio  and  vicinity,  and  is  well  known  as 
a  banker.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  in  1903  and 
the  first  vice-president  of  the  National  Bank  of  Com- 
merce, later  served  for  some  years  as  president  of  the 
bank,  and  is  now  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors, 
having  at  all  times  been  aitive  in  tl,e  direction  and 
management  of  the  bank's  affairs.  Tl,e  National  Bank 
of  Commerce  of  San  Antonio  has  in  ten  years  made  a 
remarkable  growth,  and  is  now  one  of  the  strongest 
banks   in   South   Texas.     Plans   have   already  been   pre- 
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pared  for  the  erection  of  a  new  bank  building  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  West  Commerce  and  Soledad  streets. 
Judge  Ball  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  Masonic 
circles,  is  a  Past  Master  of  Alamo  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  Past  High  Priest  of  Burleson  Chapter,  E.  A.  M., 
and  Past  Eminent  Commander  and  now  Grand  Captain- 
General  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Texas  Ejiights 
Templar.  In  189:2  occurred  his  marriage  to  Miss  Ma- 
rian Cooke,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Washington 
county,  Texas.  Their  three  daughters  are  Constance, 
Marian  Ellen,  and  Hallie  Cooke  Ball. 

Benjamin  W'inslow  Dudley  Hill,  M.  D.,  of  Daw- 
son has  been  identified  with  this  locality  since  1886,  when 
he  came  here  as  a  young  physician,  newly  graduated  from 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee. 
Since  that  time  he  has  steadily  advanced  in  his  profes- 
sion to  a  leading  and  recognized  position,  but  his  strength 
as  a  citizen  is  based  not  only  on  his  successful  and  hon- 
orable record  as  a  medical  practitioner,  but  as  a  business 
man,  a  financier,  and  a  thoroughly  useful  and  helpful 
citizen  who  has  steadfastly  allied  himself  with  those 
movements  which  have  made  for  civic  betterment  and 
general  progress.  Doctor  Hill  was  born  in  Warren 
county,  Tennessee,  January  3,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  Jon- 
athan and  Vesta   (Scott)   HUl. 

The  Hill  family  originated  in  Wales,  and  some  of  its 
members  came  to  America  during  Colonial  days,  settling 
in  Virginia,  and  from  there  drifting  to  Georgia  and  later 
to  Tennessee.  Ervin  Hill,  the  grandfather  of  Doctor 
Hill,  died  in  Tennessee  when  a  comparatively  young  man, 
being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Volunteer  state,  where 
his  father,  Henry  Hill,  settled.  Jonathan  Hdl,  the  fa- 
ther of  Doctor  Hill,  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Ten- 
nessee, and  was  a  farmer  of  the  slaveholding  class  of  c  -  - 
izenship  of  that  state.  He  was  on  detail  for  the  Confed- 
eracy during  the  war  between  the  North  and  the  South, 
and  had  two  brothers  in  that  service.  He  also  had  a 
brother  killed  at  the  battle  of  Monterey,  Mexico,  during 
our  war  with  that  country,  and  another  brother  died  on 
the  gulf  while  returning  from  that  war.  The  family  has 
ever  been  lined  up  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  Jon- 
athan Hill  had  two  uncles  who  helped  frame  the  consti- 
tution of  Tennessee.  One  of  them,  H.  L.  W.  HOI,  went 
to  Congress,  and  another  brother,  George  W.  Hill,  after 
whom  HiU  county,  Texas,  was  named,  served  as  secre- 
tary of  war  under  President  Houston,  was  one  of  the 
congressmen  of  the  Texas  Republic,  subsequently  re- 
turned to  his  medical  practice  in  Navarro  county,  and 
died  in  the  vicinity  of  Dawson  in  1859  without  issue. 
Benjamin  J.  Hill,  a  cousin  of  Jonathan  Hill,  was  a 
Confederate  brigadier-general.  Jonathan  Hill  was  mar- 
ried in  Warren  county,  Tennessee,  to  Vesta  Scott,  who 
was  a  daughter  of  Cooper  Scott,  a  native  of  North  Caro- 
lina, who  moved  to  Tennessee  in  boyhood  and  spent  the 
balance  of  his  life  as  a  farmer.  He  married  Elizabeth 
McCuUom,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  a  large 
family.  The  children  of  Jonathan  and  Vera  (Scott) 
Hill  were  as  follows:  Ervin  L.,  who  is  in  business  as  a 
merchant  at  Dawson;  Lucian  C,  who  died  at  Hillsboro, 
was  once  county  judge  of  Hill  county  and  left  a  family 
at  his  dc;illi;  Dr.  P..  W.  D.  of  this  review;  Lee,  a  farmer 
of  Dawson;  S,i,.,  who  is  the  wife  of  C.  M.  Eetter  of 
Waco,  ;ii)il  Mi^-^  Liiula,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching  school 
at  Saeatoii,  Arizona. 

As  Doctor  B.  W.  D.  Hill  grew  to  manhood,  he  attended 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  later  was  a 
student  at  Irving  College,  and,  after  leaving  that  insti- 
tution, began  life  as  a  country  school  teacher.  This  he 
followed  for  ten  months  in  Grundy  and  Sequaehie  coun- 
ties, and  then  chose  medicine  as  his  life  work  and  began 
his  preparation  in  the  medical  school  previously  men- 
tioned. When  he  graduated,  in  1885,  he  entered  practice 
at  his  home  place,  and  was  there  a  year  before  coming  to 
the  West.  Doctor  Hill  came  to  Navarro  county  without 
acquaintances  and  found  Dawson  a  wooden  town  with  a 


good  farming  trade  and  with  four  physicians  already 
here — Kirksey,  Dean,  Berry,  and  Meredith,  all  of  whom 
have  since  vanished.  During  the  quarter  of  a  century  or 
more  that  he  has  been  located  here  he  has  taken  post- 
graduate work  in  New  Orleans,  at  Tulane  University,  in 
the  Post-Graduate  School  at  Chicago,  and  the  Polyclinic 
at  New  Orleans.  He  has  been  president  of  the  Navarro 
County  Medical  Society  and  is  a  member  of  the  State 
and  American   Medical   Associations. 

Soon  after  coming  here,  Doctor  HiU  became  identified 
with  farming  in  Navarro  county,  and,  associated  with 
his  brother,  purchased  633  acres  of  raw  land,  which  they 
brought  nearly  aU  under  the  plow,  put  sis  buildings  upon 
it,  and,  after  years  of  cultivation,  disposed  of  it.  They 
also  purchased  other  tracts  of  land  and  have  given  labor 
to  numbers  of  wage-workers  as  farmers.  Doctor  Hill 
has  devoted  his  farms  to  cotton  raising  and  grain.  He 
took  an  interest  next  in  the  promotion  of  the  Dawson 
Cotton  Oil  Company,  of  which  he  was  vice  president,  and 
was  next  prominent  in  the  organization  of  the  First 
State  Bank  of  Dawson,  being  elected  its  vice  president, 
and  in  1909  was  elected  its  president,  a  position  he  now 
holds.  The  bank  was  chartered  with  a  capital  of  $25,000 
seven  years  ago,  and  now  has  $85,000  in  the  surplus  and 
undivided  profits.  The  vice  president  is  J.  C.  Keitt  and 
the  cashier  C.  0.  Weaver,  the  other  members  of  the 
board  of  directors  being  P.  L.  Adams,  M.  L.  Berry,  J.  L. 
Taylor,  F.  L.  Hill,  J.  F.  Sims,  W.  N.  Matthews,  and  C. 
W.  Akers,  all  well  known  in  and  about  Dawson.  In  1913 
Doctor  Hill  purchased  the  Dawson  Supply  Company, 
which  he  is  conducting  at  this  time.  This  venture  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  department  store,  and,  with  all  its  de- 
partments, is  the  chief  business  place  of  the  town, 
handling  dry  goods,  hardware,  saddles,  harness  and 
implements.  Doctor  Hill  has  extended  his  building  in- 
terests only  by  the  investment  of  his  capital  in  improved 
property  in  Dawson. 

In  politics,  Doctor  Hill  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  success  of  his  party  in  this  county, 
having  served  as  precinct  chairman  on  several  occasions 
and  as  county  chairman  during  the  Bailey  and  Johnson 
fight  for  delegates  to  the  national  convention  at  Denver. 
His  first  state  convention  was  at  Waco,  and  the  next  at 
Dallas,  when  Governor  Campbell  was  nominated,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  frequently  selected  as  delegate,  but 
has  declined  the  service.  He  advocated  Woodrow  Wilson 
for  president  at  the  time  the  Professor  was  elected  gov- 
ernor of  New  Jersey,  and  has  been  steadfast  in  his  sup- 
port. Dr.  Hill  has  served  Dawson  as  city  health  oflicer 
for  five  years  and  as  president  of  the  school  board  for  a 
period  of  four  years.  Fraternally,  he  belongs  to  the  Blue 
Lodge,  Chapter,  and  Council  of  the  Masonic  order. 

On  January  17,  1893,  Doctor  Hill  was  married  at  Daw- 
son to  Miss  Cynthia  Adams,  a  daughter  of  Peter  L. 
Adams,  il.  D.,  who  practiced  medicine  near  Dawson,  and 
came  here  prior  to  the  Civil  War  from  Tennessee,  and 
served  as  a  soldier  in  that  struggle.  Ten  children  have 
been  born  to  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Hill,  namely:  Ermine, 
Mark,  Annie,  Ada,  Eobert,  Virginia,  Joe,  Evelyn,  Lynn, 
and  Benjamin  Winslow  Dudley,  Jr. 

Levi  Franklin  Gable.  The  life  history  of  Levi  Frank- 
lin Gable,  now  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  highly  es- 
teemed residents  of  Dawson,  is  lacking  in  no  detail  that 
makes  interesting  biography.  Beginning  life  handicapped 
by  lack  of  educational  or  other  advantages,  a  soldier 
when  still  in  his  early  'teens,  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources before  he  had  reached  man  's  estate,  a  pioneer  in 
a  new  and  untried  country,  gradually  fighting  his  way 
upward  in  spite  of  the  most  discouraging  circumstances, 
and  finally  winning  financial  independence  and  the  re- 
spect of  his  fellow  men — such  are  the  salient  points  in 
a  career  crowded  with  interesting  events  and  character- 
ized at  all  times  by  a  faithful  adherence  to  high  princi- 
ples. 

Mr.  Gable  has  been  a  resident  of  Navarro  county  since 
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September,  1885,  when  he  came  hither  from  Tishomingo 
county,  Mississippi.  He  was  born  in  Anderson  District, 
South  Carolina,  July  29,  1847,  and  in  1852  his  parents 
left  that  locality  and  moved  to  Mississippi,  where  he 
secured  scarcely  any  education,  the  struggle  between  the 
South  and  the  North  coming  on  at  his  most  critical 
school  period.  His  father,  Henry  Gable,  was  a  small 
farmer,  and  became  captain  of  the  Home  Guard  during 
the  Civil  War.  He  was  born  also  in  South  Carolina,  and 
•died  in  Tishomingo  county,  Mississippi,  at  past  eighty 
years  of  age,  while  the  mother,  Martha  Hanks,  a  daugh- 
ter of  George  Hanks,  passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  J.  Asberry, 
who  died  while  in  the  Confederate  service;  Eveline,  who 
married  Paul  Finch  of  Tishomingo  county,  Mississippi; 
George,  who  contracted  a  disease  at  Pt.  Donaldson  as  a 
wearer  of  the  gray  and  died  at  Granada,  Mississippi ; 
Stacy,  who  passed  through  the  war  in  the  Confederate 
service,  but  died  soon  after  the  close  of  the  struggle,  iu 
Pemiscot  county,  Missouri;  Levi  Franklin  of  this  review; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Henry  Pitts  and  resides  near 
Dawson,  Texas;  Jane,  who  married  William  Vinson  and 
lives  at  Dawson;  Cordie,  who  married  Jonathan  Bolden 
of  Lomepa,  Texas,  and  Tina,  who  married  Jack  Tank- 
ersley  of  Mississippi. 

Levi  F.  Gable  joined  the  Confederate  army  in  1864, 
enlisting  in  the  Seventh  Alabama  Cavalry,  Moreland's 
regiment  and  Forrest's  command.  He  saw  service  in 
Georgia,  Alabama,  Tennessee,  and  Mississippi,  and  took 
part  in  a  lot  of  skirmishing;  also  at  Athens,  Alabama; 
Pulaski,  Tennessee;  Sulphur  Trestle  and  Decatur,  Ala- 
bama; Monte  Valley,  and  on  down  to  Selma.  The  com- 
mand was  demoralized  during  the  last  campaign,  and 
scattered,  and  Mr.  Gable,  with  others,  made  his  way  home. 
He  never  surrendered  and  never  reported  to  a  Federal 
officer  for  parole.  After  the  war,  Mr.  Gable  went  out  to 
Pemiscot  county,  Missouri,  and  remained  for  three  years, 
accepting  such  honorable  employment  as  presented  itself. 
He  then  returned  to  his  home,  but  again  went  back  to 
the  West,  at  Fort  Smith  and  the  Indian  Nation,  and  one 
year  afterward  again  went  back  home,  without  having 
accomplished  anything  worth  while.  Soon  after  going 
home,  October  5,  1874,  Mr.  Gable  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Milford,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Frances  E.  Kay  Mil- 
ford,  who  was  originally  from  Anderson  District,  South 
Carolina. 

Mr.  Gable  began  about  as  humbl^  a  married  life  as 
could  be  imagined.  He  possessed  one  pony,  and  rented 
land  on  shares,  and  during  the  first  fall  gathered  his 
crop  and  came  out  about  even  with  the  world.  His  first 
home  was  a  log  house,  furnished  with  primitive  furniture, 
worth  perhaps  twenty-five  dollars.  He  was  without  a 
cook-stove,  a  sewing-machine,  or  a  rocking-chair,  and  for 
a  wagon  he  spliced  in  with  a  neighbor  and  made  a  team 
and  vehicle.  When  he  found  himself  at  the  close  of 
business  the  first  year  just  where  he  started,  in  the 
spring  he  proposed  to  his  wife  that  they  wear  their  old 
clothes  and  eat  corn  bread  and  thus  stay  out  of  debt  the 
next  year,  and  this  she  agreed  to  do.  They  lived  on  the 
same  place  again,  and  his  record  established  for  paying 
as  he  went  has  been  maintained  ever  since,  save  for  in- 
debtedness made  when  he  purchased  his  first  home  in 
Texas.  When  he  left  Mississippi,  Mr.  Gable  sold  all  of 
his  property  and  came  away  with  $350.  Mr.  Gable  came 
out  to  Texas  on  a  prosjipcting  tour  first,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  his  wdfe,  and,  after  looking  over  much  of  the 
black-land  region  of  North  Texas,  as  well  as  the  central 
portion  of  the  state,  selected  Navarro  county,  and  re- 
turned and  informed  his  wife  that  he  could  do  better  in 
Texas  than  in  Mississippi.  She  consented  to  come,  and 
they  located  at  Dawson,  the  best  place  he  had  found  on 
his  exploration,  and  here  he  achieved  his  first  success. 

Mr.  Gable's  first  work  on  coming  to  Texas  was  as  a 
cotton  picker  on  the  black  land  for  W.  T.  Moore  at  fifty 
cents  a  hundred  and  board  for  himself  and  family,  while 


Mrs.  Gable  helped  Mrs.  Moore  do  the  work  about  the 
house.  In  his  efforts  to  secure  a  place  ou  which  to  live 
he  failed,  as  did  his  employer  in  finding  a  place  for  rent, 
and,  about  discouraged,  was  on  the  point  of  leaving  the 
locality  when  Mr.  Moore  asked  him  one  day  if  he  were 
willing  to  take  the  ' '  Allen  Carroll  place. ' '  Allen  Car- 
roll was  a  negro  in  the  last  stages  of  consumption,  and 
Mr.  Gable  hesitated  for  a  time,  but  finally  agreed,  be- 
cause of  his  desperate  situation,  and  accordingly  moved 
into  the  little  home  after  thoroughly  scouring  and  scald- 
ing it.  During  the  three  years  he  lived  there,  Mr.  Gable 
declares,  he  never  enjoyed  himself  more  in  his  life.  Wild 
game  was  plentiful,  turkey  and  deer  abounded,  and,  as 
he  loved  sport  with  the  gun,  he  lived  chiefly  on  wild  game 
while  it  lasted.  He  made  money  every  year  on  that 
place,  and  subsequently  moved  on  the  ridge  where  Mr. 
Moore  had  lived,  and  spent  two  years  there,  then  going 
to  ' '  high  prairie ' '  and  buying  a  home  of  129  acres,  with 
a  good  house  and  barn — the  best  in  the  county  at  that 
time.  He  paid  eighteen  dollars  an  acre  for  this  land, 
giving  $1,000  down  and  notes  for  the  balance,  payable 
in  one  and  two  years.  At  the  end  of  the  time  his  land 
was  paid  for,  and  he  owed  no  man,  having  found  it  no 
trouble  to  make  money  where  there  was  an  earnest  will 
and  domestic  harmony.  In  the  fall  he  piled  up  from 
forty  to  eighty  bales  of  cotton  from  that  place,  and  found 
himself  becoming  very  independent,  so  purchased  a  tract 
of  fifty  acres,  at  twenty-five  dollars  an  acre,  spot  cash, 
and  in  a  few  years  purchased  another  fifty  acres,  adjoin- 
ing, at  forty -two  and  one-half  dollars  an  acre. 

At  that  time  Mr.  Gable  had  reached  a  point  where 
the  education  of  his  children  became  a  matter  of  con- 
cern, and,  as  the  facilities  in  this  locality  were  very 
jioor,  he  moved  to  Dawson  and  purchased  the  E.  B.  Maish 
residence  for  $1500  spot  cash.  He  continued  to  farm  ac- 
tively and  to  add  to  his  holdings,  and  prospered  aU  the 
way  along  the  road.  Mr.  Gable  is  a  Democrat,  but  has 
not  bothered  with  politics  and  no  secret  order  has 
troubled  him  with  its  wiles.  He  has  built  several  cot- 
tages in  Dawson,  which  contribute  to  his  income.  His 
religious  connection  is  with  the  Methodist  church,  which 
he  has  supported  generously. 

Mr.  Gable's  children  are  as  follows:  George  Warren 
of  Tahlequah,  Oklahoma,  president  of  the  State  Normal 
School ;  Oscar  E.,  a  teacher  in  Wesley  College,  Green- 
ville, Texas;  Ellis,  superintendent  of  the  schools  of 
Forney,  Texas;  Maud,  the  wife  of  Felix  Davis,  a  farmer 
near  Dawson;  May,  the  widow  of  Dr.  FTank  Smith  of 
Dawson ;  Ethel,  who  married  W.  J.  Eochelle  of  Corsicana, 
Texas;  Miss  Tina,  an  English  teacher  in  the  Devine 
(Texas)  High  School;  James  J.  and  Blanche,  a  junior 
at  Snntliwestern.  Mr.  Gable's  achievements  have  been 
many  ami  notable,  yet  what  he  considers  the  best  work 
of  his  life  has  been  the  education  of  his  children,  all 
of  whom  have  been  well  fitted  for  the  places  in  life 
which  they  have  been  called  upon  to  fill,  and  all  of 
whom  are  proving  themselves  worthy  of  their  education 
and  training.  George  Warren  is  a  graduate  of  George- 
town and  Chicago  Universities  and  began  teaching  in 
the  country.  His  graded  school  work  was  done  at 
Groesbeck,  Frost  and  Kerens,  in  Texas,  and  at  Duncan 
and  Checota,  Oklahoma,  where  he  was  principal,  fol- 
lowing which  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  high  posi- 
tion. Oscar  is  a  graduate  of  Georgetown  University,  as 
is  Ellis.  Maud  was  a  teacher  for  eight  years  before  her 
marriage  and  received  a  thorough  training.  May  was 
well  educated  and  was  a  teacher  of  elocution  for  several 
years*  Ethel  was  a  teacher  for  five  years  prior  to  her 
marriage.  Miss  Tina  is  a  graduate  of  Georgetown  Uni- 
versity, .Tames  J.  is  a  student  of  the  class  of  1915 
in  a  medical  college  at  Oklahoma  City  and  Miss  Blanche 
holds  a  state  teacher's  certificate. 

George  W.  Eatlipt,  chief  clerk  of  the  Eailway  Mail 
service.    District    No.    4,    at    Denison,    Texas,    has    been 
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connected  with  the  mail  service  for  a  cjuarttr  of  a  cen- 
tury and  his  rise  to  his  present  position  of  authority 
has  been  steady  and  continued,  a  result  of  his  ability, 
his  energy  and  his  faithful  performance  of  duty.  A 
native  son  of  Texas,  he  was  born  in  Washington  county 
November  30,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of  George  W.  and 
Mary  (McClellan)  Eatliff,  the  former  of  English  descent 
and  the  latter  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  There  are 
many  of  the  name  located  in  different  parts  of  Texas, 
whence  a  number  of  the  family  came  at  an  early  day, 
and  all  have  held  honorable  positions  in  life  and  main- 
tained the  high  reputation  of  the  family. 

George  W.  Eatliff,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Mississippi,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood  with  but  few  educational  ar 
vantages,  although  in  his  later  years  he  remedied  this 
oversight  by  study  and  observation  and  is  known  as  a 
well-informed  man  on  numerous  subjects  of  importance. 
In  1859  he  migrated  to  Texas,  locating  in  Hays  county, 
where  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  between  the  Southern  and  Northern 
states,  and  he  immediately  cast  his  fortunes  with  the 
Confederacy,  enlisting  in  a  Texas  volunteer  regiment. 
He  served  under  Colonels  Carter  and  Giddings  at  Bren- 
ham,  Texas,  and  was  among  those  detailed  on  the  scout- 
ing line,  subsequently  participated  in  the  raid  through 
Louisiana  after  General  .Banks,  took  part  in  a  number 
of  hotly  contested  battles  and  continued  to  serve  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  His  regiment  for  a  time  was  con- 
nected with  the  army  of  General  Price.  He  proved 
himself  a  brave  and  gallant  soldier  and  had  an  excellent 
military  record,  although  his  record  as  a  business  man 
has  been  no  less  admirable.  When  he  laid  aside  the 
musket  for  the  implements  of  peace,  he  took  up  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising  in  Fayette  and  Coleman  counties, 
Texas,  and  through  industry  and  good  management  made 
a  success  of  his  operations.  He  is  now  living  a  retired 
life  at  his  home  in  the  city  of  Fort  Worth.  A  man  of 
strong  mind  and  iron  constitution- he  is  still  active  and 
alert  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  perfectly  capable 
of  attending  to  the  duties  of  life.  The  mother,  who 
was  born  in  Tennessee,  died  in  1906.  There  were  three 
sons  in  the  family:  George  W.,  of  this  review;  Charles 
C,  in  the  Railway  Mail  Service  at  Texarkana  and  in 
charge  of  the  Terminal  E.  P.  0.,  and  Samuel  E.,  of  El 
Paso,  also  in  the  Eailway  Mail  Service  and  in  the  Ter- 
minal B.  P.  O.  at  that  city. 

After  completing  his  preliminary  educational  train- 
ing in  the  public  schools  of  Fayette  county,  George  W. 
Eatliff  spent  one  year  in  the  University  of  Texas,  and 
with  this  training  embarked  upon  his  career.  His  first 
employment  was  at  clerical  work  for  his  father,  for 
whom  he  kept  a  set  of  books,  and  subsequently  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Calcasieu  Lumber  Company,  at  Austin, 
in  a  like  capacity.  For  some  time  following  this  he 
was  associated  with  the  Breekenridge  &  Tinnin  Lumber 
Mill,  in  Polk  county,  Texas,  but  in  1S89  entered  the 
Eailway  Mail  Service  at  Fort  Worth,  and  has  continued 
to  be  identified  with  this  branch  of  the  government  to 
the  present  time.  In  January,  1905,  Mr.  Eatliff  came 
to  Denison  to  take  charge  of  District  No.  4,  which 
embraces  North  Texas  and  Eastern  Oklahoma,  there 
being  150  clerks  necessary  to  handle  the  large  mails  of 
this  section.  A  man  of  energy  and  enterprise,  Mr. 
Eatliff  has  introduced  a  number  of  reforms  into  his 
department  which  have  served  to  facilitate  the  work  of 
mail  handling  and  the  service  has  no  more  trusted  or 
faithful  employe.  In  political  matters  he  is  a  Democrat. 
On  February  23,  1893,  Mr.  Eatliff  was  united  in  mar- 
riage at  Coleman,  Texas,  to  Miss  Nettie  Wilson,  whose 
father  was  a  steamboat  captain  during  the  Civil  war 
and  lived  in  the  city  of  Savannah.  Georgia.  After  the 
close  of  that  struggle  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness at  Savannah.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Eatliff:  George  W.,  nineteen  years  of  age, 
who  is  a  bookkeeper  in  the  National  Bank  of  Denison, 


iind  Miss  Marion  ('.,  aged  fifteen  yeais,  who  is  attending 
school.  During  his  vacations  ilr.  Eatliff'  has  done  some 
traveling  to  the  large  cities  of  the  West,  but  is  content 
with  the  advantages  and  opportunities  to  be  found  in 
his  home  city  of  Denison,  where  his  numerous  friends  are 
always  sure  of  a  welcome  at  his  comfortable  residence 
at  No.  1015  West  Morton  street. 

Cicero  Franklix  Hexdersox,  M.  D.,  an  active  practi- 
tioner in  Pittsburg,  is  a  man  in  the  full  vigor  of  pro- 
fessional and  physical  manhood  and  is  enjoying  to  the 
utmost  those  benefits  arising  from  his  social  and  pro- 
fessional standing.  He  was  born  near  Cason,  in  Morris 
county,  at  a  time  when  it  was  still  known  as  Titus 
county,  and  when  Snow  Hill  was  a  well  known  country 
place  established  by  the  pioneers  of  Ante-Bellum  days. 
His  natal  day  is  May  8,  1865,  and  he  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Millie  A.  (Hayes)  Henderson. 

John  Henderson  accompanied  his  parents  to  Texas  in 
1844  and  they  settled  at  Snow  Hill,  where  he  spent 
his  remaining  years  as  a  farmer  on  a  modest  scale.  The 
Hendersons  of  this  branch  were  not  slave-holding  people. 
They  were  not  aggressive  planters,  but  contented  them- 
selves with  comfortable  lives  and  modest  surroundings. 
John  Henderson  was  born  in  Mississippi  in  1825  and 
his  somewhat  meager  education  was  derived  from  the 
old  field  schools  of  that  state.  He  was  a  son  of  Michael 
Henderson,  who  carried  in  his  veins  the  stanch  blood 
of  Scot  and  the  versatile  temperament  of  the  Celt.  He 
died  at  Snow  Hill  some  years  prior  to  the  opening  of 
the  war.  His  children  were  reared  as  farmers  and 
they  were  as  follows:  John,  the  father  of  the  subject; 
James,  who  died  in  Florida  without  family;  Michael, 
who  died  in  Comanche  county,  Texas,  and  left  a  family; 
Adeline,  who  married  Allen  Barefoot,  and  one  other 
who  married  Young  Box,  and  all  three  of  the  last  named 
spent  their  lives  in  the  vicinity  of  Snow  Hill.  John 
Henderson  maintained  himself  and  reared  his  family 
by  the  products  of  the  soil  and  gave  himself  no  concern 
about  matters  outside  his  own  domain,  save  when  the 
(|uestion  of  war  between  the  states  was  being  settled. 
He  demonstrated  a  patriotic  attitude  for  the  old  in- 
stitutions of  the  south  and  gave  his  service  as  a  soldier 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Confederate  army.  When  the  war 
was  ended  he  accepted  the  results  with  what  complacency 
he  might  muster  and  settled  down  to  the  work  he  had 
quitted  to  enter  the  service.  He  had  little  ever  to  do 
with  politics,  save  to  vote  his  sentiments  as  a  Democrat, 
and  he  possessed  no  inclination  or  desire  to  mingle  with 
his  fellows  as  a  leader  of  the  public  or  a  speaker  in  their 
midst,  satisfying  his  mind  and  his  spirit  as  a  worshiper 
in  the  Missionary  Baptist  church.  He  was  twice  married 
and  by  his  first  wife  had  one  son,  James,  who  resides 
in  Brown  county,  Texas,  and  a  daughter,  Mary,  who 
married  George  janes  and  died  in  Correll  county,  Texas. 
For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Henderson  married  Millie  A. 
Hayes,  a  daughter  of  Hugh  Hayes,  who  came  to  Texas 
from  Tennessee  about  the  time  when  the  Henderson 
family  migrated  hither.  Mr.  Hayes  died  in  Titus  county 
before  war  times  and  is  buried  near  Snow  Hill.  Millie 
A.  Henderson  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  October,  1838, 
and  resides  in  the  old  neighborhood  of  Snow  Hill.  Her 
husband  died  on  June  S,  1905,  and  their  issue  are  as 
follows:  Humphrey,  a  farmer  and  a  mill  and  gin  man 
of  Cason,  Texas;  Tennie,  the  wife  of  D.  Whittaker; 
Monroe,  a  resident  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Texas;  Cicero  F. 
of  this  review;  Ida,  the  wife  of  Eobert  Montgomery  of 
Cason,  Texas,  and  vValter  and  E.  L.  Henderson  also  of 
Cason,   Texas. 

Cicero  Franklin  Henderson  was  a  boy  about  the  farm 
near  Snow  Hill  during  his  minority  years  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  country  schools.  He  a.ssisted  one  term  in 
his  locality  and  abandoned  the  work  for  what  he  thought 
would  be  a  career  in  the  liquor  business  at  Cason,  but 
soon  after  he  began  the  preparation  for  his  professional 
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career  under  Dr.  Evaus  at  Cason.  He  took  his  first 
course  of  lectures  in  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine 
in  Louisville  and  entered  upon  practice  on  a  certificate 
at  Lafayette,  Upshur  county,  in  1895.  He  continued 
so  until  he  returned  to  complete  his  medical  studies  in 
the  Memphis  Hospital  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1900.  He  continued  in  practice  in  Upshur 
county  until  1908,  when  he  moved  to  Pittsburgh,  and 
this  has  been  the  center  of  his  professional  activities 
since  that  time. 

In  1911  Dr.  Henderson  took  a  post-graduate  course 
in  the  Polyclinic  of  Tulane  University  in  New  Orleans 
and  has  in  many  ways  kept  up  his  studies  so  that  he 
stands  well  to  the  forefront  in  his  profession  in  these 
parts.  He  is  a  member  of  the  County  Medical  Society 
and  is  now  its  acting  secretary,  while  he  served  at  one 
time  as  its  president.  He  attends  the  annual  meetings 
of  the  State  iledical  Association,  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  and  in  every  way  lives  in  the  spirit  of  his 
profession.  In  addition  to  his  regular  duties  as  a  prac- 
titioner Dr.  Henderson  is  the  oifieial  examiner  for  the 
New  York  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  the  Great 
Western  Life '  Insurance  Company  of  Kansas  City  and 
the  Southwestern  and  Texas  Life  Insurance  Companies 
at  home,  the  Great  Southern  Life  Insurance  of  Huston 
and  the  Amicable  Life  of  Waco.  He  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  Amicable  Life  Insurance  Company  and  in  the 
Great  Southern  Life  as  w^ell,  and  is  financially  interested 
as  a  stockholder  in  the  First  Guaranty  State  Bank  of 
Pittsburg  and  the  First  National  Bank,  also  a  director 
of  the  Pittsburg  National  Bank. 

Politically  Dr.  Henderson  is  a  Democrat,  although 
he  is  not  one  to  take  any  active  part  in  the  political 
affairs  of  the  community,  and  his  churchly  affiliations 
are  with  the  Missionary  Baptist  denomination. 

On  October  22,  1885,  Dr.  Henderson  was  married  in 
Titus  county  to  Miss  Ellen  Mitchell,  a  daughter  of 
Terrell  Mitchell,  whose  children  were  as  follows:  John, 
William,  Thomas,  Charles.  Ellen  and  Lee.  The  children 
born  to  Dr.  and  Airs.  Ilmdcrson  are  as  follows:  Bera, 
the  wife  of  Luimii'  Snutli,  and  she  has  one  daughter, 
Vastine;  Jeftie,  wlio  iiKniii-d  Perry  Neeley  and  lives  in 
Shreveport,  Louisiana,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  son, 
Luoris;  Guy  Henderson,  the  youngest  child  of  the  Doctor 
and  his  wife,  is  a  bookkeeper  in  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Pittsburg. 

The  Doctor  is  a  Master  Mason,  but  is  not  especially 
active  in  his  lodge  affiliations.  He  is  a  citizen  of  the 
highest  order,  wide-awake  and  always  up  and  doing 
and  in  him  Pittsburg  has  a  resident  of  whom  she  may 
well  be  proud. 

William  A.shtox  Yixson.  As  an  active  and  prom- 
inent niemljcr  in  the  firm  of  Lane,  Wolters  &  Storey, 
attorn(?ys,  Wjlliani  Ashton  Vinson  plays  a  leading  part 
in  the  l.-al  ;i.ii\ities  of  the  city  of  Houston,  his  firm 
being  mi'-  cil  tlic  most  impressive  of  its  kind  in  the  city. 
His  identity  HiTii  Houston  was  established  in  1909,  whe'n 
he  formed  an  association  with  his  present  firm,  his  pre- 
vious legal  affiliation  having  been  with  Judge  Wilkins, 
of  the  firm  of  Wilkins  &  Vinson,  at  Sherman,  Texas, 
•where  he  was  located  for  something  like  ten  years. 
Mr.  Vinson 's  success  in  his  profession  has  been  in  every 
way  worthy  of  him,  and  he  has  shown  himself  to  be 
ambitious  as  well  as  talented,  though  his  modest  and 
unassuming  nature  impels  him  to  shun  the  limelight  as 
much  as  is  consistent  with  success  in  his  career. 

William  Ashton  Vinson  was  born  at  White  Oak,  South 
Carolina,  on  December  22,  1874,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Brice)  Vinson,  both  natives 
of  South  Carolina,  and  people  who  came  originally 
of  French  and  Scottish  ancestry.  The  family  came  to 
Texas  in  1887,  settling  at  Sherman,  where  the  father 
identified  himself  with  the  mercantile  business.  He  was 
a  man  who  had  served  through  the  last  year  of  the  Civil 
war    in    the    Confederacy,    having    been    a    student    at 


Charleston,  South  Carolina,  when  hostilities  were  started. 
His  father  is  still  living  at  Sherman,  Texas,  but  his 
mother  died  in  1895. 

A  boy  of  thirteen  years  when  he  came  with  his  family 
to  Texas,  William  Ashton  Vinson  thus  gained  the  major 
part  of  his  education  in  the  Lone  Star  State.  He  was 
graduated  in  1896  from  Austin  College,  at  Sherman, 
after  which  he  applied  himself  to  the  reading  of  law 
in  the  office  of  Judge  W.  W.  Wilkins,  at  Sherman,  and 
was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1898.  He  began  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession  as  a  partner  of  Judge 
Wilkins,  who  had  so  ably  instructed  him.  and  for  ten 
years  Wilkins  &  Vinson  conducted  a  highly  successful 
practice  in  Sherman.  During  that  time  Mr.  Vinson  was 
appointed  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  City  Attor- 
ney, in  which  he  served  faithfully  and  efficiently,  and  it 
may  be  stated  at  this  point  that  this  is  the  sole  political 
office  he  has  ever  held  during  his  career  thus  far,  having 
no  penchant  for  public  life,  and  entirely  content  to 
devote  himself  to  his  profession. 

In  1909  Mr.  Vinson  came  to  Houston,  and  soon  after 
became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Lane,  Wolters  &  Storey, 
with  whom  he  is  yet  associated.  Aside  from  his  pro- 
fession, Mr.  Vinson  is  identified  with  the  Continental 
Bank  &  Trust  Company  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  as  a 
director,  and  is  a  director  of  the  Texas  Nursery  Com- 
pany of  Sherman,  Texas.  On  March  1,  1912,  he  was 
appointed  by  Mayor  H.  B.  Eice  to  membership  on  the 
Carnegie  Library  Board  of  Houston,  and  one  year  later 
his  appointment  was  reconfirmed  by  Mayor  Ben  Camp- 
bell. He  has  given  splendid  service  to  the  library  and 
the  city  in  his  capacity  as  a  director. 

Socially,  Mr.  Vinson  has  membership  in  the  Houston 
Club,  the  Houston  Country  Club,  and  the  Lumberman's 
Club  of  Houston,  and  in  all  of  them  he  has  made  a  wide 
circle  of  friends. 

On  December  19,  1900,  Mr.  Vinson  was  married  to 
Miss  Ethel  Turner,  the  daughter  of  Judge  Augustus  C. 
Turner,  of  Sherman,  Texas,  who  was  long  prominent  in 
Grayson  county  politics  and  who  was  for  many  years 
district  judge  there.  Two  daughters  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vinson — Virginia  and  Julia  Elizabeth. 

John  C.  Hutchison,  a  pioneer  resident  of  Queen 
City,  Cass  county,  Texas,  is  entitled  to  the  distinction 
of  being  foremost  m  developing  the  iron  ore  industry 
in  this  county.  He  belongs  to  the  family  of  Hutchi- 
sons who  pioneered  in  North  Carolina  and  possesses  to 
a  marked  degree  that  initiative  which  characterized  his 
worthy  ancestors. 

Mr.  Hutchison  is  a  native  of  Tennessee.  He  was 
born  in  Tipton  county,  that  state,  in  1845,  sou  of  Charles 
Harris  and  Adeline  (Thompson)  Hutchison.  Charles 
Harris  Hutchison  was  born  in  Mecklenburg  countv, 
North  Carolina,  a  grandson  of  Captain  William  Hutchi- 
son, who  owned  the  land  upon  which  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina,  was  built.  Captain  William  Hutchinson  was 
one  of  the  promulgators  of  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration 
of  Independence,  was  captain  of  troops  in  the  Con- 
tinental line  in  Eevohitionary  war  and  was  a  prominent 
figure  in  North  Carolina  history.  Charles  H.  Hutchison 
lived  in  Jlecklenburg  county  till  after  he  was  grown 
and  soon  after  his  marriage  to  Miss  Adeline  Thompson 
of  that  county  he  emigrated  to  Tipton  county,  Tennessee, 
where  he  lived  till  December,  1854,  when  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Cass  county,  Texas.  They  settled 
in  the  woods  and  opened  up  a  farm  seven  miles  east  of 
Jefferson,  in  what  was  known  as  the  ' '  Bend ' '  country 
and  in  what  is  now  Marion  county,  which  county  was 
formed  out  of  Cass  county.  He  and  his  wife  lived  in 
this  place  until  1878.  From  this  home  they  moved  to 
Queen  City,  Texas.  The  wife  died  in  1888  and  the  hus- 
band in  1898.  They  had  seven  children:  James  H., 
deceased ;  Amand  Kirkland,  now  living  in  Dallas,  Texas ; 
John  C. ;   Sarah  A.  Mathews,  deceased;   Tennessee  Har- 
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well,  deceased;  Margaret  A.  Britton,  now  in  Fort  Worth; 
Charley  Milton,  now  living  in  Atlanta,  Texas. 

At  the  time  the  Hutchison  family  came  to  Texas 
John  C.  was  a  lad  of  nine  years.  He  was  yet  a  youth 
in  his  early  teens  when  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke 
out,  but  before  its  close  he  tendered  his  services  to 
the  Southern  cause  and  spent  two  years  in  the  Con- 
federate army  as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Nineteenth 
Texas  (Waterhouse's)  Regiment,  Walker's  Division,  in 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  After  the  war  he 
returned  to  his  father's  home  and  entered  school  im- 
mediately, going  to  W.  S.  Glass  during  the  remainder  of 
1865.  On  January  1,  1S66,  he  entered  school  at  the  Nance 
old  school  house,  going  to  one  J.  N.  Adams.  In  1867  he 
went  to  school  at  Sulphur  Springs,  going  to  Uncle  Jo 
Clark,  one  of  the  pioneer  educators  of  East  Texas,  and 
returned  to  the  farm  for  the  next  two  years,  1868  and 
1869.  In  1870  he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  a  store  at  Jef- 
ferson, which  at  that  time  was  one  of  the  most  important 
commercial  cities  of  Texas.  In  1871  he  went  to  Linden, 
the  county  seat  of  Cass  county,  and  established  a  grocery 
store.  This  grocery  stock  he  soon  disposed  of  and  the 
following  year  turned  his  attention  to  drugs.  That 
was  the  beginning  of  the  drug  business  in  which  he  and, 
later,  his  sons  have  since  been  engaged. 

In  1874,  upon  the  completion  of  the  Texas  &  Pacific 
Railroad  through  Cass  county  he  removed  his  business 
from  Linden  to  Lanark,  a  station  on  the  new  road,  and 
in  1876,  when  the  station  of  Queen  City  was  established, 
he  removed  his  drug  store  to  this  place  and  had  the 
distinction  of  being  its  pioneer  merchant.  With  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  his  business  grew  the  demand 
for  "Hutchison's  Magic  Oil,"  a  healing  preparation  of 
his  own.  On  its  own  merits,  and  without  advertising,  the 
fame  of  this  medicine  spread  until  Mr.  Hutchison  de- 
cided to  retire  from  retail  drug  business  and  devote 
his  entire  attention  to  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
Magic  Oil.  As  a  result  of  this  decision  the  Hutchison 
Medicine  Company  was  organi?ed,  of  which  Mr.  Hutchi- 
son is  president.  His  two  sons,  John  C,  Jr.,  and  James 
E.,  are  officers  of  the  company  and  have  active  charge 
of  the  business,  which  in  1908  was  removed  from  Queen 
City  to  Texarkana.  Mr.  Hutchison,  however,  continued 
to  make  his  home  in  Queen  City  until  November  1,  1913, 
at  which  date  he  and  his  wife  moved  to  Texarkana  and 
he  again  became  actively  engaged  with  the  Hutchison 
Medicine  Company.  The  company  has  a  fine  plant  in 
a  modern  brick  building  at  the  corner  of  State  and 
Thirteenth  streets  in  Texarkana,  from  which  it  dis- 
tributes its  product  to  the  jobbing  trade  and  where  it 
is  doing  a  constantly  increasing  business. 

Since  1891  Mr.  Hutchison  has  been  a  prominent 
factor  in  the  development  of  the  iron  ore  business  in 
Cass  county.  That  year  he  bought,  from  the  receiver  of 
the  property,  the  famous  Bowie  Hill  iron  ore  lands,  five 
miles  north  of  Queen  City.  This  was  the  location  of 
the  old  Sulphur  Forks  Iron  Works,  which  had  been 
established  during  the  war  by  the  Confederate  States 
of  Texas,  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  and  operated  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Confederate  government,  and  for  this 
reason  is  of  historic  interest.  Mr.  Hutchison  has  since 
sold  a  part  of  his  interest  in  this  property,  but  is  still 
the  owner  of  over  one  thousand  acres,  which  is  subject 
to  future  development.  And  this  promises  to  be  an  im- 
portant industry  in  the  State  of  Texas. 

Referring  to  Mr.  Hutchison 's  early  identity  with 
Queen  City,  it  should  be  recorded  that  he  opened  up  the 
first  street  in  the  town.  And,  as  showing  his  enterprise 
and  public  spirit,  it  should  be  further  recorded  that  in 
1876  he  operated  a  saw  mill  in  the  tovra,  at  considerable 
expense  to  himself,  and  sawed  lumber  free  for  every 
person  who  would  build  a  house  there  and  was  not  able 
to  pay  for  it. 

Mr.  Hutchison  was  married  February  22,  1872,  to 
Miss    Margaret    C.    Sharp    of     Marion     county,    Texas, 


daughter  of  Jehu  H.  Sharp,  a  prominent  citizen  of  that 
county,  and  they  have  five  children  living:  Mrs.  Annie 
Cabe  of  Stamps,  Arkansas;  Mrs.  Maggie  Allday  of 
Atlanta,  Texas;  John  C,  Jr.,  of  Texarkana;  James  E., 
also  of  Texarkana,  and  Mrs.  Adine  Ellington  of  Atlanta, 
Texas.  The  third  child,  Charley  Harris,  was  taken  to 
Heaven  at  two  years  of  age. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Hutchison  is  a  Master  Mason  and 
religiously  he  is  a  Methodist.  Last,  but  not  least,  he  is 
politically  a  Democrat. 

Robert  Monroe  White.  The  residence  of  the  White 
family  has  been  continuous  in  south  Texas,  in  the  coun- 
try about  Galveston  Bay,  and  in  Chambers  county,  since 
18"l9.  That  was  before  the  establishment  of  the  first 
Austin  colony.  It  was  about  the  time  Mexico  won  in- 
dependence from  Spain.  Up  to  that  time  American 
settlers  had  been  strictly  forbidden  to  enter  Texas  and 
find  homes  in  territory.  The  population  of  what  is  now 
the  Lone  Star  State  was  centered  almost  entirely  about 
a  few  Mexican  forts  and  towns,  chiefly  about  San 
Antonio,  and  on  the  extreme  east  at  Nacogdoches  and 
Anahuac,  Texas.  These  facts  are  meutioiied  to  indicate 
how  very  early  in  the  pioneer  period  was  the  settlement 
of  the  White  family.  Three  or  four  generations  have 
succeeded  one  another  as  prominent  citizens,  large  land 
owners  and  cattle  raisers,  business  men  and  public- 
spirited  citizens,  in  what  is  now  Chambers  county,  and 
among  the  prominent  representatives  of  the  name  now 
living  and  active  in  affairs  are  Robert  Monroe  White 
and  James  T.  White,  two  of  the  largest  ranchers  and 
land  owners  in  the  state  of  Texas. 

Robert  Monroe  White  was  born  at  White's  (or  Turtle) 
Bayou,  Chambers  county,  Texas,  in  18.56,  and  James 
Taylor  White  was  born  in  1854.  Their  parents  were 
James  Taylor  and  Amanda  (Speght)  White.  James 
Taylor  White  was  likewise  horn  at  Turtle  Bayou  in 
1829  and  all  his  life  was  spent  in  Chambers  county, 
where  he  died  in  1905.  He  was  a  son  of  James  Taylor 
White,  who  was  born  in  Louisiana,  came  from  that 
state  to  Texas  in  1819  and  at  that  time  located  in  what 
is  now  Chambers  county,  establishing  his  home  on  Turtle 
Bayou,  which,  because  of  the  prominence  and  long 
residence  of  the  family,  has  also  been  known  as  White 's 
Bayou.  The  original  place  settled  upon  by  Grandfather 
James  Taylor  White  more  than  eighty  years  ago  is 
still  owned  and  occupied  by  the  family.  The  ranch 
at  White's  Bayou  consists  now  of  about  six  thousand 
acres,  and  is  owned  by  Robert  M.  White  and  his  brother, 
James  Taylor  White.  There  are  few  old  homesteads  in 
Texas  which  have  longer  associations  and  memories  for 
one  family.  After  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  in  1836, 
the  Mexican  General  Santa  Ana,  while  being  escorted 
as  a  prisoner  on  his  way  to  New  Orleans  and  thence  to 
Mexico,  was  kept  overnight  at  the  White  home  and 
Grandfather  James  T.  White  furnished  a  pilot  for  trans- 
porting the  party  across  the  Sabine  River  into  Louisiann. 

Besides  the  home  place  mentioned  above  Robert  M. 
White  and  J.  T.  White  are  owners  of  the  famous  White  's 
Ranch  in  Chambers  and  Jefferson  counties.  That  is  one 
of  the  largest  and  finest  cattle  ranches  in  Texas.  Eighty 
thousand  acres  comprise  the  broad  domain  over  which 
the  White  cattle  range  and  few  estates  are  now  left  in 
Texas  with  such  a  princely  acreage.  Travelers  over  the 
railroad  through  Chambers  county  are  familiar  with 
White's  Ranch  Station,  located  about  seven  miles  south 
of  Stowell,  and  the  ranch  adjoins  this  station.  Mr. 
White,  like  his  father  and  grandfather  before  him,  has 
been  engaged  in  the  cattle  business  since  boyhood  and 
from  it  has  acquired  his  wealthy  and  influential  position. 

Mr.  White  married  Miss  Mattie  Smith,  who  was  born 
in  Orren  county,  Texas.  Their  four  children  are:  J. 
Cade  White,  Forrest  White,  Anna  White  and  Lillie  May 
White.  In  1902  Mr.  White  established  his  residence  at 
the  town  of  Stowell,  on  the  Gulf  &  Interstate  Railroad, 
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where   he   has   a  beautiful   and   commodious   home,   sur- 
rounded by  every  comfort  and  convenience. 

Archie  N.  Jdstiss.  As  postmaster  of  the  city  of 
Corsicana,  Navarro  county,  Mr.  Justiss  is  known  as  an 
able  and  popular  public  official,  but  further  than  this 
he  is  one  of  the  representative  members  of  the  news- 
paper fraternity  in. Texas,  as  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Corsicana  Courier-Light  and  Weekly  Observer,  and  has 
been  a  recognized  power  in  the  councils  and  political 
manoeuvers  of  the  Democratic  party  in  the  Lone  Star 
State,  which  has  been  his  home  since  early  youth.  He 
is  one  of  the  progressive  and  public-spirited  citizens  of 
northeastern  Texas  and  his  character  and  achievements 
entitle  him  to  specific  mention  in  this  history  of  the 
state. 

Archie  Norris  Justiss  was  born  at  Lebanon,  Wilson 
county,  Tennessee,  on  the  19th  of  January,  1866,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  and  Rachel  (Debou)  Justiss,  both 
natives  of  Wilson  county,  Tennessee,  and  representatives 
of  old  and  honored  families  of  that  state.  John  Justiss 
continued  his  residence  in  Tennessee  until  1885,  when 
he  came  with  his  family  to  Texas,  settling  first  at  Alva- 
rado,  Johnson  county,  and  removing  thence  to  Hills- 
boro.  Hill  county,  where  he  died  in  1895  at  the  age 
of  seventy-one  years.  He  was  born  in  1823  and  was  a 
son  of  Samuel  Justiss,  who  was  a  native  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  an  early  settler  in  Tennessee,  where  he  became 
a  prosperous  planter  and  the  owner  of  a  considerable 
number  of  slaves.  He  continued  to  reside  in  that  state 
until  his  death,  and  it  is  worthy  of  special  note  that 
three  of  his  sons  were  found  enrolled  as  valiant  soldiers 
of  the  Confederacy  in  the  Civil  war.  Mrs.  Rachel 
(Debou)  Justiss  was  a  daughter  of  Bird  Debou,  who 
was  the  most  extensive  planter  in  Wilson  county,  Ten- 
nessee, where  the  family  was  long  one  of  much  promi- 
nence and  influence.  The  old  homestead  plantation  of 
Bird  Debou  was  situated  between  Lebanon  and  Hunter's 
Point  and  he  was  the  owner  of  sixty-five  slaves  at  the 
time  when  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  deprived  him 
of  this  property.  He  had  distinctive  business  ability 
and  was  able  to  retrieve  to  a  large  extent  the  financial 
loss  which  he  encountered  as  a  result  of  the  Civil  war, 
after  the  close  of  which  he  accumulated  a  large  and 
valuable  estate.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Rachel  Justiss  oc- 
curred in  the  city  of  Waco,  Texas,  in  1888,  and  her 
memory  is  revered  by  all  who  came  within  the  compass 
of  her  gracious  influence.  Of  the  children  the  eldest 
was  Robert,  who  was  a  resident  of  Collin  county,  this 
state,  at  the  time  of  his  death;  Millie,  who  married, 
was  survived  by  one  son,  who  died  in  Tennessee.  Her 
other  son,  J.  Morgan,  was  a  resident  of  Hubbard  City, 
Texas,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  the  result  of  an  auto- 
mobile collision;  Bird,  who  is  survived  by  a  son  and 
daughter,  died  at  Hillsboro,  Texas;  Archie  N.,  of  this 
review,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth,  and  Mary,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Henry  M.  Fowler,  died  at  Waxa- 
hachie,  Texas,  being  survived  by  three  children. 
^  Archie  N.  Justiss  acquired  his  preliminary  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  his  native  state  and  was  about 
■nineteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  familv  removal 
to  Texas,  in  1885."  He  continued  his  studies  in  the 
public  schools  of  Hillsboro  and  thereafter  he  completed 
an  effective  course  in  Hill 's  Business  College,  in  the  city 
of  Waco.  After  his  graduation  in  this  institution  Mr. 
Justiss  removed  to  Corsicana,  which  city  has  been  his 
home  since  September,  1889.  Here  he  assumed  the  posi- 
tion of  city  circulator  for  the  Corsicana  Daily  Liriht.  and 
during  the  long  intervening  years  he  has  continued  to 
be  actively  identified  with  newspaper  interests  in  this 
thriving  Texas  city,  where  his  influence  has  constantlv 
been  given  to  the  furtherance  of  high  civic  ideals  and 
progressive  policies.  He  soon  won  promotion  to  the 
position  of  reporter  on  the  Daily  Light,  and  for  several 
years  he  was  also  a  correspondent  for  the  Dallas  Neivs. 


He  finally  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Daily  Light  and 
in  1895  he  effected  the  consolidation  of  this  paper  with 
the  Daily  Courier.  He  has  been  editor  and  publisher 
of  the  Courier-Light  since  1900  and  has  made  the  paper 
a  power  in  political  affairs  as  well  as  a  most  effective 
exponent  of  local  interests  in  general. 

Mr.  Justiss  has  been  most  actively  identified  with 
Democratic  politics  in  Texas  from  the  time  when  the 
Terrell  election  law  became  operative.  He  first  served 
as  precinct  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee  of 
his  ward  and  thereafter  he  held  for  four  years  the  posi- 
tion of  secretary  of  the  county  committee  of  his  party 
in  Navarro  county.  In  1908,  by  election,  he  was  made 
chairman  of  the  county  committee,  and  of  this  office  he 
continued  the  valued  -and  efficient  incumbent  for  four 
years,  his  duties  thus  including  work  in  the  national 
campaign  of  1912,  in  which  he  so  aided  in  maneuvering 
the  forces  at  his  command  as  to  make  Navarro  county 
fall  into  line  with  a  strong  plurality  in  favor  of  Presi- 
dent Wilson.  He  became  also  a  member  of  the  senatorial 
and  congressional  committees  of  his  party,  and  for  six 
years  he  served  as  chairman  of  each  of  these  committees 
in  his  district.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  virtually  every 
Democratic  state  convention  in  Texas  for  the  past 
score  of  years,  and  from  1904  to  1906,  inclusive,  he  was 
a  member  of  the  state  executive  committee  of  the  party. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  after  the  nomination  of  Presi- 
dent Wilson  Mr.  Justiss  started  in  Navarro  county  a 
popular  subscription  to  aid  in  the  ensuing  campaign,  the 
result  being  that  about  $1,500  were  raised  in  the  county 
and  added  to  the  national  campaign  fund.  He  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  S.  W.  T.  Lanham  as  a  member 
of  his  personal  staff  and  holds  a  commission  from  Gov- 
ernor Lanham  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel. 
This   was   in   the   year   of   1903   and   1904. 

Mr.  Justiss  is  a  charter  member  of  both  the  Booster 
and  Commercial  Clubs  of  Corsicana,  the  former  of  which 
he  assisted  in  organizing  in  1894  and  he  has  given  hearty 
support  to  their  measures  and  enterprises  projected  for 
the  general  good  of  the  city.  After  the  campaign  of 
1912  Mr.  Justiss  became  a  candidate  for  the  office  of 
postmaster  of  Corsicana,  and  he  won  the  commission,  not- 
withstanding there  were  twenty-six  applicants  for  the 
same.  He  circulated  no  petition  for  support  or  com- 
mendation, but  gained  the  voluntary  support  of  a  host 
of  loyal  friends,  with  the  result  that  he  assumed  the 
duties  of  office  on  the  1st  of  April,  1914.  At  the  State 
Postmasters'  Convention  held  at  Austin  in  May,  1914, 
Mr.  Justiss  was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
association  for  the  ensuing  year,  a  pleasing  compliment 
to  a  young  member  over  so  'many  older  members  at  the 
convention.  This  is  an  important  office.  Mr.  .Justiss 
is  affiliated  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the 
Praetorians  and  the  Mystic  Circle,  in  which  last  he  is 
worthy  ruler,  and  he  and  his  family  hold  membership 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

In  Corsicana  on  the  12th  of  October,  1893,  was 
solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Justiss  to  Miss  Katie 
M.  Frost,  daughter  of  Judge  Sam  R.  Frost,  a  pioneer 
of  Navarro  county  and  one  of  the  leading  legists  and 
jurists  of  the  Texas  bar.  Judge  Frost  wedded  Mollie 
Winkler,  a  daughter  of  Judge  C.  M.  Winkler,  and  nine 
children  were  bora  of  this  union.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Justiss 
have  two  sons,  Archie  Frost  and  Alton  Norris.  The 
elder  son  is  a  member  of  the  class  of  1915  in  the  Corsi- 
cana high  school  and  his  intention  is  to  prepare  himself 
for  the  legal  profession.  His  association  with  one  of 
the  leading  law  firms  of  Corsicana  has  brought  from 
one  of  its  members  the  following  high  tribute  to  the 
aspiring  young  man,  the  statements  being  those  of  E. 
S.  Neblett:  "I  cannot  resist  the  temptation  to  express 
to  you  my  good  opinion  of  your  son  Archie.  He  is  a 
boy  of  whom  you  may  well  be  proud.  I  value  his  friend- 
ship and  count  him  among  my  friends.  I  am  always 
glad   to    have   his    association    and   find    him   a   boy   of 
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sjleiidid  character,  good  iutclligence,  ambitious  and 
industrious.  He  constantly  reminds  me  of  my  former 
partner,  his  grandfather.  Judge  Sam  E.  Frost,  in  his 
amiable  disposition  and  well  balanced  character.  If  he 
does  not,  even  in  early  life,  attain  positions  of  honor, 
prominence  and  influence,  I  think  it  will  be  due  to  some 
extraneous  circumstances  that  operate  from  this  time 
forward  to  carry  him  away  from  his  present  well  formed 
ideas  and  aspirations.  I  think  he  should  be  stimulated 
to  pursue  his  scholastic  work,  which  will  unquestionably 
not  only  give  him  culture  but  also  the  breadth  and 
depth  necessary  to  the  practice  of  law  and  valuable  in 
any  pursuit. ' ' 

Addison  Perbt  Moore.  The  eonmiercial  liife  of 
Tyler,  Texas,  has  since  1880  known  the  influence  and 
activities  of  Addison  Perry  Moore,  and  the  part  he  has 
played  in  the  industrial  and  financial  progress  of  the 
city  has  been  no  insignificant  one.  As  president  of  the 
Moore  Grocery  Company,  a  wholesale  house  with 
branches  at  several  points  in  East  Texas,  his  operations 
are  wide  in  their  scope  in  that  field  alone,  and  as  vice 
president  of  the  Guaranty  State  Bank  he  maintains  a 
position  of  importance  in  financial  circles  of  the  city. 

Addison  Perry  Moore  was  born  in  Alabama,  in  De- 
cember, 1857,  and  came  of  a  family  of  slave-holding 
planters.  His  father,  Frank  Moore,  was  born  near 
Cheraw,  South  Carolina,  and  died  in  Tyler,  Texas,  in 
1897,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight.  He  was  married  in  his 
early  days  in  Alabama  to  Miss  Alice  Silliman,  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  "Xorth  Carolina  man,  who  died  before  his  family 
of  sixt( vh  rliiMv,.,!  wore  all  reared.  Of  this  numerous 
progeii\  '  i     !inys,  four  of  whom  became  doctors, 

four  ii'i'  !-  ,  :oia-  farmers,  and  each  of  them  ac- 
quitted I  I1M-.  Ii  ill  liis  particular  field  of  activity  in  a 
manner  that  was  a  distinct  credit  to  the  father  and 
mother  who  called  them  into  existence.  Dr.  James 
Silliman  of  Palestine  was  one  of  the  sons,  and  at  his 
death  he  left  a  splendid  estate  and  a  son  in  the  same 
profession  who  is  continuing  his  father 's  work  and 
devoting  his  life  to  the  welfare  of  humanity. 

Frank  Moore  became  a  prosperous  planter  of  Alabama 
in  the  years  prior  to  the  Civil  war  period,  and  with  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  the  loss  of  his  hundred  or  more 
slaves  gave  him  a  financial  blow  from  which  he  never 
quite  recovered.  He  held  fast  to  his  farm,  however, 
and  enjoved  the  comforts  of  his  home  place  until  the 
weight  of  years  forced  his  retirement  from  active  work, 
when  he  left  his  Alabama  home  and  moved  to  Texas  in 
order  to  be  near  his  sons,  and  located  in  Tyler.  His 
faithful  wife  passed  away  in  1896,  when  she  was  sixty- 
four  years  of  age.  Their  children  were  seven  in  number 
and  concerning  them  brief  mention  is  here  incorporated 
as  follows:  John  S.,  the  eldest,  served  through  the 
war  in  the  Confederacy,  he  later  entered  the  ministry  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  moved  to  Sherman,  Texas, 
where  he  "built  the  First  Presbyterian  church  and  was 
its  honored  pastor  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century 
before  death  claimed  him.  Mary  died  in  Tyler,  Texas, 
as  Mrs.  Newton  Priestwood;  Susan  is  the  wife  of  Mark 
Sledge  of  Smith  county,  Texas;  W.  E.  died  in  Austin, 
Texas;  Sarah  P.  married  Strother  Burke  and  died  in 
Tyler;  Hettie  is  Mrs.  A.  G.  Boyd  of  Livingston,  Ala- 
bama, and  Addison  Perry,  of  this  review,  is  the  youngest 
of  the  seven. 

Addison  P.  Moore  acquired  a  liberal  education  in  the 
Cooper  Institute  in  Lauderdale  county,  Alabama,  and 
he  came  to  Texas  before  he  had  attained  his  ma.iority. 
He  came  to  the  state  in  the  company  of  his  brother, 
W.  E.,  now  deceased,  on  the  return  of  the  latter  from  a 
visit  to  the  Alabama  home,  and  he  began  his  business 
life  and  career  as  a  partner  of  one  Mr.  Phillips  in  the 
grocery  business.  After  a  little  more  than  a  year  in 
this  connection  Mr.  Phillips  died  and  thereafter  Mr. 
Moore  carried  on  the  retail  business,  with  a  jobbing  de- 


partment in  connection,  and  he  continued  so  until  1S93, 
when  he  embarked  in  the  wholesale  business  and  put  two 
men  on  the  road  in  his  interests.  He  ran  the  business 
under  his  own  name,  and  though  he  was  young  in  years 
he  was  successful  in  business  and  so  marked  was  his 
success  individually  that  he  had  no  difficulty  in  securing 
additional  capital  for  the  enlarging  of  the  activities  of 
the  firm.  He  first  took  a  Mr.  Starr  into  the  firm  and 
the  firm  known  as  the  Moore-Starr  Grocery  Company  did 
business  until  John  B.  Mayfield  came  into  the  partner- 
ship, when  his  name  was  added,  making  the  firm  name 
the  Moore-Starr-Mayfield  Grocery  Company.  Subse- 
quent developments  caused  the  various  partners  one  by 
one  to  withdraw  from  the  business,  and  in  due  time  Mr. 
Moore  had  by  purchase  come  to  be  the  sole  owner  and 
proprietor  of  the  establishment,  and  it  was  then  that 
the  Moore  Grocery  Company  was  incorporated  for  $200,- 
000,  with  A.  P.  Moore  as  president,  A.  F.  Sledge  as 
vice  president  and  H.  E.  Moore  of  Houston  as  secretary 
and  treasurer.  Branch  houses  have  been  established  at 
Palestine,  Longview  and  Pittsburg,  and  a  force  of  four- 
teen salesmen  wait  on  the  trade  of  the  system,  cover- 
ing East  Texas  in  the  most  comprehensive  manner.  They 
have  a  well  established  and  ever  growing  trade  in  this 
section  of  the  state,  and  handle  their  trade  in  a  manner 
that  is  highly  conducive  to  continued  patronage  and 
augurs  well  i'or  the  future  fortunes  of  this  flourish- 
ing system  of  grocery  supply. 

It  is  especially  pleasing  to  contemplate  the  splendid 
success  of  this  concern  when  it  is  remembered  that  Mr. 
Moore  came  to  Texas  without  capital  and  without  those 
less  tangible  assets  known  as  prospects.  He  had  nothing 
but  his  innate  energy  and  ability,  but  they  have  been  suf- 
ficient to  permit  him  to  demonstrate  his  capabilities  as 
a  merchant  and  made  it  possible  for  him  to  meet  in  the 
most  telling  manner  every  emergency  arising  from  the 
demands  of  trade.  His  present  connection  shows  him  to 
be  a  strong  factor  in  the  commercial  field  of  the  state 
and  his  position  as  vice  president  of  the  Guaranty  State 
Bank  speaks  sufficiently  well  of  his  standing  as  a 
financier.  His  home  at  No.  503  South  Fannie  avenue,  in 
Tyler,  is  a  handsome  one  and  marks  a  striking  contrast 
between  the  man  of  today  and  the  boy  of  tender  years 
who  made  his  advent  into  Tyler  in  i8S0.  Mr.  Moore 
has  given  valuable  public  service  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education,  on  which  he  served  for  many  years, 
and  as  an  alderman  of  the  city,  but  he  is  in  no  sense  of 
the  term  a  politician,  giving  but  little  time  to  the 
activities  of  any  of  the  political  factions. 

Mr.  Moore  has  been  twice  married.  He  was  first 
married  on  March  17,  1SS6,  in  Crockett,  Texas,  to  Miss 
Mary  Aldrich,  a  daughter  of  Oliver  Aldrich.  Mrs.  jNloore 
died  in  1900,  leaving  two  sons, — Aldrich,  now  a  traveling 
salesman  for  the  Moore  Grocery  Company,  and  Addison. 
On  June  7,  1902,  Mr.  Moore  was  married  in  Nevada  City, 
California,  to  Miss  Eachel  Morgan,  a  daughter  of  the 
venerable  John  T.  Morgan,  a  Welchman,  who  pioneered 
to  California  in  1855  and  there  became  a  successful 
business  man  and  banker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  met  while 
attending  the  World's  Sunday  School  Convention  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  Denver,  in  1901,  both  being  mem- 
bers of  that  denomination,  and  their  marriage  resulted 
in  consequence  of  that  meeting.  The  home  life  of  this 
couple  has  been  most  idyllic  in  all  its  phases,  and  they 
have  two  sons, — John  Morgan  and  William  Aubrey. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  are  both  enthusiastic  church  work- 
ers and  are  immersed  in  the  activities  of  the  various 
departments  of  their  church  in  Tyler.  Mr.  Moore  is  an 
Elder,  and  has  represented  his  church  and  congregation 
in  Presbyteries  and  Synods  at  various  times,  and  at- 
tended the  General  Assembly  of  the  church  at  Mobile, 
Alabama.  Their  lives  have  been  characterized  by  a 
strong  religious  faith  and  fervor,  and  both  enjoy  the 
esteem  and  hearty  good  will  of  all  who  share  in  their 
aeouaintance  and  "know  them  for  what  they  are. 
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John  il.  Lewis.  One  of  the  substantial  and  honored 
citizens  of  Kaufman  county,  Mr.  Lewis  has  been  a  res- 
ident of  Texas  since  his  boyhood  days  and  is  a  scion  of 
a  sterling  pioneer  family  that  was  founded  in  the  Lone 
Star  commonwealth  nearly  sixty  years  ago  and  about 
a  decade  after  the  admission  of  the  state  to  the  Union. 
He  has  marked  the  passing  years  with  worthy  accom- 
plishment, has  witnessed  the  development  and  upbuild- 
ing of  the  noble  commonwealth  that  has  long  been  his 
home,  and  is  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Kauf- 
man county,  his  attractive  home  being  a  fine  farm  ad- 
joining the  village  of  Forney,  where  he  was  formerly 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  Mr.  Lewis  has  been 
one  of  the  progressive  men  of  Texas,  has  contributed 
materially  to  the  civic  and  industrial  advancement  of 
the  state,  and  he  further  has  the  distinction  of  having 
made  a  gallant  record  us  a  soldier  of  the  Confederacy 
in  the  war  between  the  states. 

John  M.  Lewis  was  born  in  Marengo  county,  Alabama, 
on  the  loth  of  April,  1842,  and  thus  was  a  lad  of  four- 
teen years  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to  Texas 
in  the  Christmas  week  of  1S55.  He  is  a  son  of  John 
G.  and  Margaret  (Mclntyrej  Lewis,  and  is  a  scion  of 
a  patrician  old  Southern  family,  the  name  of  which  has 
been  identified  with  the  annals  of  American  history  since 
the  early  Colonial  era.  John  G.  Lewis  was  born  in 
Pendleton  district.  South  Carolina,  in  1817,  and  was 
reared  to  maturity  in  Marengo  county,  Alabama,  where 
his  marriage  was  solemnized.  In  1846  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Mississippi,  where  he  became  overseer  on 
3.  large  plantation.  Finally  he  determined  to  come  to 
the  new  state  of  Texas,  and  he  set  forth  with  teams  and 
wagons,  by  means  of  which  he  transported  his  family 
and  a  limited  supply  of  household  effects.  En  route  he 
stopped  at  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  as  he  found  what 
promised  to  be  profitable  employment  in  connection  with 
the  grading  of  the  new  westward  line  of  the  Texas  & 
Pacific  Eailroad.  He  utilized  his  teams  in  connection 
with  the  construction  work  and  also  lent  a  considerable 
«um  of  money  to  the  contractors  by  whom  he  was  em- 
ployed. After  several  weeks  of  service  he  found  that 
his  confiderice  had  been  greatly  abused,  as  he  not  only 
failed  to  receive  compensation  for  his  work  but  also  lost 
the  money  which  he  had  advanced  to  his  employers. 
Literally  a  poorer  but  wiser  man,  he  proceeded  on  his 
way  to  Texas,  and  with  the  limited  remaining  funds  in 
his  possession  he  purchased  a  small  tract  of  land  on 
the  east  fork  of  the  Trinity  river,  this  embryonic  home 
having  been  on  the  bleak  prairie  and  remote  from  civili- 
■jation,  Indians  being  the  nearest  neighbors.     Mr.  Lewis 
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bravely  faced  the  nrde.il  of 
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•subject  of  this  review,  and  took  part  in  the  early  engage- 
ment?  of  the  contending  forces  in  southern  Missouri  and 
northern  Arkansas,  including  the  battle  of  Elkhorn. 
After  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  he  returned  to 
his  home,  but  later  he  re-enlisted  and  again  went  to 
Arkansas,  where  he  was  in  service  at  the  time  he  was 
strirki'ii  ivith  the  disease  that  terminated  his  life,  at 
Little  l;.Mk.  ill  l^iU.  He  was  a  man  of  invincible  in- 
tegrity in  all  till'  relations  of  life  and  lived  up  to  the 
oppnrtiiiiities  that  eame  to  him  as  one  of  the  world's 
workers,  both  he  and  his  wife  having  been  members  of 
the  Methodist  church.  His  first  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Margaret  Mclntyre,  was  a  daughter  of  John 
Mclntyre,  of  Marengo  county,  Alabama,  and  she  was 
■summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in  1855.  Of  the  children 
of  this  union   it  may  be  recorded  that   Elizabeth  died, 


unmarried,  when  a  young  woman;  John  M.  is  the  imme- 
diate subject  of  this  sketch;  Susan  became  the  wife  of 
Genrr.e  Daushertv  and  was  a  resident  of  Texas  at  the 
time  ,,r  liei  ileaili,  llavless  W.  died  in  childhood;  Pink- 
uey  (1.  ir^el.v  111  iMiiiey.  Texas;  Esther  was  a  child  at 
the  tiiie  III  her  ileath;  Christopher  C.  resides  at  Seago- 
ville,  Dallas  county,  Texas;  and  WiUiam  Edward  died 
when  a  boy. 

Madison  Earle  Lewis,  grandfather  of  him  whose  name 
introduces  this  article,  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  in 
1789,  and  he  became  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Alabama, 
where  he  also  held  a  contract  for  the  carrying  of  the 
United  States  mail  by  a  stage  route.  He  was  com- 
paratively a  young  man  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
wedded  Mary  Griffin,  and  of  their  children  John  G.  was 
the  eldest.  The  second  son  bore  the  name  of  Major, 
and  the  other  children  were  Joseph,  Sarah  and  Nancy, 
the  elder  daughter  having  become  the  wife  of  a  man 
named  Modawell  and  Nancy  having  become  the  wife  of 
Abraham  S.  Nail,  who  was  a  resident  of  Mississippi  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  Major  John  Lewis,  father  of 
Madison  Earle  Lewis,  was  a  member  of  a  staunch  old 
Virginia  family  and  was  born  about  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  He  was  a  patriot-soldier  in  the 
War  of  the  Eevolution,  in  which  he  served  as  a  member 
of  the  Virginia  company  commanded  by  Captain  Weeks, 
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Cariiliiia.  \Uiere  he  was  a  Ineler  in  |iii|iti.al  affairs  and 
where  he  ser\eil  as  nniiilv  slieiilf.  twii  i.f  his  brothers 
having  simultaneously  held  county  oliiee.  He  finally  re- 
moved to  Pendleton  district,  South  Carolina,  where  he 
passed  the  residue  of  his  life.  Major  Lewis  married 
Annie  Earle,  who  was  born  in  1763,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  several  children.  Major  Lewis  was  a  son 
of  John  and  Saraff  (Taliaferro)  Lewis,  both  natives  of 
Virginia  and  representatives  of  old  and  honored  Colo- 
nial families  of  that  historic  commonwealth. 

John  M.  Lewis,  to  whom  this  sketch  is  dedicated, 
passed  his  childhood  days  in  his  native  state  and  there 
received  his  rudimentary  education.  He  was  fourteen 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to  Texas 
and  he  was  reared  to  maturity  in  the  county  where  he 
still  has  his  home.  He  attended  the  pioneer  schools  in 
Kaufman  county. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  liylitemi  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
the  inceptiiiii  of  tin'  (iiil  War.  and  he  promptly  mani- 
fested his  liivaliy  tn  tlie  Confederacy  by  enlisting  as  a 
private  in  ('iiiii|,aiiy  A,  Sixth  Texas  Cavalry,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Sullivan  Eoss.  He  took  part  in  the  battle 
of  Elkhorn,  Arkansas,  and  thereafter  accompanied  his 
command  when  its  crossed  the  Mississippi  river  and  went 
to  the  aid  of  Beauregard 's  army,  at  Corinth,  Mississippi. 
He  took  part  in  the  engagement  at  that  point  and  also 
in  the  military  operations  incidental  to  the  closing  of 
the  Vicksburg  campaign,  after  which  his  regiment  be- 
came a  part  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  under  General 
Joseph  E.  Johnstone,  and  took  part  in  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign, after  which  the  Sixth  Texas  Cavalry  accompanied 
General  Hood's  forces  back  to  Tennessee.  There  Mr. 
Lewis  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Franklin  and  Nash- 
ville, and  in  the  engagement  at  Aiitlioii\  's  Hill  he  was 
shot  in  the  left  breast,  the  missile  |i.iieti  atina^  just 
above  his  heart.  On  the  retreat  fnnn  Nashville  he  was 
taken  prisoner  for  a  second  time,  his  first  capture  having 
been  in  connection  with  the  Holly  Spring  raid,  in  Mis- 
sissippi, from  which  state  he  was  taken  as  a  prisoner  of 
war  to  Camp  Douglas,  in  the  city  of  Chicago.  He  was 
released  on  parole  and  his  exchange  was  soon  afterward 
effected,  at  City  Point,  Virginia.  He  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment in  Mississippi  and  thence  went  forth  as  a  partici- 
pant in  the  Atlanta  campaign.  After  his  second  capture 
he  was  soon  released,  this  action  being  taken  by  his 
captors  when  they  discovered  the  serious  nature  of  his 
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wound.  He  finally  made  liis  way  to  the  home  of  his 
uncle,  Abraham  S.  Nail,  in  Mississippi,  where  he  recu- 
perated and  where  he  remained  several  months  after  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  arrived  at  his  home,  in  Kaufman 
county,  Texas,  in  September,  1865. 

Mr.  Lewis'  first  occupation  after  the  close  of  his 
military  career  was  in  the  gathering  of  seed  for  hedges, 
and  this  product  he  sold  to  northern  hedge-growers  at 
a  good  price.  By  this  means  he  acquired  his  first  cash 
capital.  He  then  obtained  employment  on  the  Daugh- 
erty  stock  ranch,  in  Kaufman  county,  and  for  two  years 
he  represented  this  extensive  ranch  in  the  marketing  of 
cattle  at  Shreveport  and  Jefferson.  He  then  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  on  a  small  tract  of  laud  near 
Forney,  and  to  this  line  of  enterprise  he  continued  to 
give  his  attention  until  1880,  when  he  established  him- 
self in  the  general  merchandise  business  at  Forney.  He 
became  one  of  the  most  successful  and  popular  merchants 
of  this  part  of  Kaufman  county  and  long  controlled  a 
substantial  and  representative  trade.  He  continued  his 
mercantile  business  until  1910,  when  he  sold  the  same, 
and  he  has  since  lived  virtually  retired,  though  he  finds 
ample  demands  upon  his  time  and  attention  in  the  gen- 
eral supervision  of  his  fine  landed  estate,  lying  adjacent 
to  Forney.  He  here  owns  a  tract  of  more  than  six 
hundred  acres,  and  the  practical  work  of  the  place  is 
given  over  to  desirable  tenants.  Mr.  Lewis  has  made 
the  best  of  improvements  upon  his  estate  and  has  made 
the  same  one  of  the  model  places  of  the  northeastern 
part  of  Texas.  In  1910  he  erected  his  handsome  resi- 
dence, which  is  of  the  bungalow  type,  with  spacious 
rooms  and  wide  galleries  encircling  the  building,  and 
this  ideal  home  is  known  as  a  center  of  gracious  but 
unostentatious  hospitality. 

Mr.  Lewis  has  not  only  achieved  distinctive  success 
through  the  medium  of  his  own  ability  and  well  directed 
efforts,  but  he  has  also  shown  marked  civic  loyalty  and 
public  spirit.  He  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  upbuUding  of  the  town  of  Forney,  where  he  has 
erected  a  number  of  business  buUdings,  which  he  still 
owns,  as  does  he  also  other  local  realty  upon  which  he 
has  made  excellent  improvements.  He  is  a  director  of 
the  cotton-oil  company  at  Forney,  which  owns  the  light 
and  ice  plants  in  this  village,  and  is  also  a  stockholder 
of  the  Farmers '  National  Bank.  Mr.  Lewis  has  inviolable 
place  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community 
that  has  long  represented  his  home,  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  of  Forney,  and  from 
1878  to  1884  he  held  the  office  of  county  commissioner, 
the  county  court  house  having  been  completed  and 
furnished  within  the  period  of  his  service  as  a  member 
of  the  board  of  commissioners.  He  has  ever  been  ready 
to  lend  his  co-operation  in  the  furtherance  of  measures 
and  enterprises  projected  for  the  general  good  of  the 
community,  and  in  politics  he  is  aligned  as  an  uncom- 
promising supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial  capitalists  of  Kauf- 
man county,  is  a  representative  citizen  of  this  part  of 
the  state,  is  genial,  sincere  and  kindly  in  his  associa- 
tion with  his  fellow  men,  and  he  has  reason  to  be  well 
satisfied  with  the  results  of  his  many  years  of  earnest 
endeavor,  as  well  as  with  the  gracious  conditions  that 
compass  him  now  that  he  is  permitted  to  enjoy  the 
rewards  of  worthy  and  productive  effort. 

In  1867  Mr.  Lewis  wedded  Miss  Leona  Dunnica,  who 
was  born  in  Cherokee  county,  this  state,  in  1850,  and 
who  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  John  Dunnica,  an  honored 
Texas  pioneer  who  came  to  this  state  from  Kentucky 
during  the  Eepublic  of  Texas.  In  conclusion  of  this 
sketch  is  entered  brief  record  concerning  the  children 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis:  Edward  C,  who  died  in  Kauf- 
man county,  married  Miss  Sallie  Kelley,  who  survives 
him,  as  do  also  two  children — Emma,  who  is  the  wife 
of  M.  G.  Vernon,  of  Strawn,  Palo  Pinto  county,  and 
Jennie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Wallace  E.  Jones,  of  Forney. 
Frank,  who  is  a  representative  business  man  of  Forney, 


wedded  Miss  Elizabeth  Dice.  Miss  Kate  Lewis  remains 
at  the  parental  home.  Jessie  is  the  wife  of  Madison 
Brooks,  who  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in 
Forney  and  who  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  at  the  time  of  this  writing,  in  1914. 
John  A.,  who  is  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Van  Zandt 
county,  married  Miss  Lillian  Pendleton.  Frederick  M., 
who  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  at  Forney  and 
who  was  graduated  in  the  law  department  of  Cumber- 
land University,  at  Lebanon,  Tennessee,  married  Miss 
Laura  Foster. 

George  J.  Cook.  The  only  proper  way  to  measure 
success  in  life  is  to  estimate  the  obstacles  overcome. 
Measured  by  these  standards,  there  are  few  more  suc- 
cessful men  in  Texas  than  George  J.  Cook,  of  Eustace. 
Some  of  the  details,  of  his  business  career  to  be  set 
down  in  a  later  paragraph,  illustrate  how  men  may 
often  gain  an  exceptional  success  at  a  vocation  for  which 
they  have  absolutely  no  previous  training,  and  in  which 
apparently  all  the  probabilities  are  against  them. 

The  Cook  family  have  been  residents  of  Texas  for 
many  years,  and  was  founded  in  this  state  by  Joab  Cook 
a  Hardshell  Baptist  preacher  in  Eusk  County.  He  sub- 
sequently moved  further  to  Henderson,  where  he  was 
also  a  pioneer,  and  died  in  Athens  before  the  Civil  war. 
He  was  the  father  of  twenty-two  children  by  two  wives. 
Several  of  the  children  of  his  first  marriage  died  before 
maturity,  and  the  others  are  mentioned  as  follows: 
Thomas,  who  died  in  Henderson  county,  leaving  a  familv; 
George,  who  also  left  a  family  at  his  death;  John,  who 
died  in  Texas  with  a  faniUy;  Francis  M.,  mentioned  in 
the  following  paragraphs;  Becky,  who  married  James 
Simmons,  and  died  in  Navarro  county,  Texas;  Hettie, 
twin  sister  of  Becky,  who  married  Dr.  Glover,  and  is 
now  deceased;  EmUy,  who  married  a  Crosby,  and  died 
in  Nacogdoches.  By  the  second  wife  of  Joab  Cook,  the 
following  children  were  born:  Benjamin,  who  died  in 
Hill  county,  Texas,  left  a  family  there;  Stephen,  who 
has  his  home  in  Nacogdoches  county;  Joseph,  who  died 
and  left  a  family;  Margaret,  wife  of  William  Box  of 
Henderson  county;  Cumile,  who  died  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Jess  Davis  in  Henderson  county;  and  Hannah,  who 
married  Amos  Etheridge  and  resides  in  Navarro  county. 

Francis  M.  Cook  was  born  in  1831.  The  circumstances 
of  his  childhood  and  youth  prevented  his  getting  even 
the  first  elements  of  book  learning.  He  went  through 
life  without  knowing  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  or  being 
able  to  write  his  name.  Notwithstanding  that  handicap 
he  competed  successfully  with  his  fellow  men,  and  at 
his  death,  November  21st,  1910,  left  a  good  estate.  He 
was  very  sagacious  in  the  barter  and  exchange  of  com- 
modities, and  by  close  attention  to  details  gained  a 
generous  prosperity.  He  brought  under  cultivation  some 
two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Eustace. 
He  was  a.  staunch  Democrat  and  stood  for  righteousness 
in  business  as  well  as  in  society.  Because  of  physical 
weakness  he  was  unable  to  carry  a  musket  during  the 
war,  but  he  was  loyal  to  the  Confederacy  and  did  some 
important  work  within  the  boundaries  of  the  state.  He 
never  missed  an  election  and  voted  the  Democratic  ticket 
from  early  manhood  until  late  in  life.  Francis  M.  Cook 
married  Miss  Catherine  Star,  a  daughter  of  John  Starr, 
who  came  from  Illinois  to  Texas,  Jlrs.  Cook  having  been 
born  in  the  former  state  in  1839.  The  Starr  family 
moved  to  Texas  in  1S43  and  settled  in  Cherokee  county. 
Francis  M.  Cook  and  wife  had  the  following  chUdren: 
Thomas,  who  died  in  childhood;  Jane,  who  married  F. 
M.  Leach,  and  resides  in  Henderson  county;  Catherine, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Ellen,  who  married  John  A,  Owen, 
and  lives  in  Henderson  county;  M,  W.,  whose  home  is  in 
Navarro  county;  Henrietta,  who  married  James  E. 
Rogers  of  Henderson  county;  John,  whose  home  is  in 
Navarro  eountv;  George  J.,  of  Eustace;  Robert,  who 
died  in  childhood;  Albert  J.,  of  Eustace:  Cora,  wife  of 
E.  S.  Carpenter,  of  Jones  county,  Texas;   Edward,  also 
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in  Jones  county;  Edgar,  a  twin  of  Edward,  who  died  as 
a  child;  Emily  Ann,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Jesse  C, 
whose  home  is  in  Jones  County. 

It  was  in  Tarrant  county  that  George  J.  Cook  was 
born  January  18,  1867.  His  home  and  business  activities 
have  been  centered  about  Eustace  all  his  career.  When 
a  boy  he  started  in  to  bear  the  share  of  the  family 
burdens,  and  he  did  so  much  work  on  the  home  place 
that  he  had  practically  no  time  to  attend  school,  and  his 
education  gave  him  only  the  ability  to  spell  out  the 
words  and  read  very  slowly  and  stumblingly,  to  work 
the  four  general  rules  of  arithmetic,  and  display  a  very 
poor  hand  at  penmanship.  He  had  never  written  a 
letter  when  he  started  out  as  a  merchant,  yet  in  spite 
of  those  adverse  conditions  he  has  made  a  useful  citizen 
and  a  financial  success  in  life.  Mr.  Cook  remained  with 
his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  at 
which  time  he  began  farming  for  himself,  and  by  four 
crops  gained  a  capital  of  five  hundred  dollars.  At 
Payne  Springs,  he  established  a  store  with  a  stock  of 
goods  valued  at  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars.  The 
bills  submitted  to  him  by  the  wholesale  house  showing 
cost  of  articles  and  indicating  prices  for  selling  were 
as  so  much  Greek  to  him.  For  a  time  he  sold  goods  at 
half  what  they  cost  him  or  double  the  amount,  as  the 
case  happened  to  be.  He  worked  over  his  bills,  made  a 
study  of  his  business  like  a  child  learning  his  letters, 
and  mastered  the  situation  after  great  mental  strain 
and  much  embarrassment  in  correspondence.  He  knew 
nothing  of  literary  composition,  spelled  poorly,  and  his 
capitalization  was  in  hit  or  miss  fashion.  Persistency 
and  hard  work  will  conquer  many  difiiculties.  At  first 
his  business  little  more  than  paid  its  way,  and  he  helped 
out  by  chopping  cotton  and  pulling  fodder  while  watch- 
ing his  store  and  training  himself  for  merchandising. 
At  the  end  of  ten  years  he  had  gained  a  success  prob- 
ably much  above  his  original  expectations,  and  he  sold 
out  his  stock  of  goods  at  five  thousand  dollars,  that 
amount  representing  his  net  earnings  during  his  ten 
years.  In  1903,  Mr.  Cook  moved  to  Eustace,  and  estab- 
lished a  store  there.  He  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Cook  &  Campbell,  whose  establishment  at  the  end  of  one 
year  burned  out  with  a  net  loss  of  sis  thousand  dollars. 
With  the  insurance  money  of  three  thousand  dollars  the 
firm  resumed  business  and  after  several  months  Mr.  Cook 
purchased  the  interests  of  his  partner,  and  continued 
alone  for  six  years.  Nearly  twenty  years  of  close  atten- 
tion to  business  had  proved  a  severe  strain  upon  his 
energies,  and  he  then  sold  out  and  retired  from  general 
merchandising.  In  order  to  get  more  of  outdoor  employ- 
ment, in  November,  1912,  he  bought  the  lumber  busi- 
ness of  his  father-in-law,  the  enterprise  which  he  still 
has.  Mr.  Cook's  net  capital  when  he  began  business  has 
already  been  stated.  His  preparation  for  a  commercial 
life  has  been  briefly  suggested,  and  something  of  the  suc- 
cess he  has  attained  may  be  inferred  from  the  sub- 
stantial interest  he  now  owns  in  Eustace.  He  built  one 
of  the  best  pressed-brick  stores  in  Eustace,  has  a  home 
ample  for  the  comforts  of  his  family,  and  also  consider- 
able property  besides  the  stock  of  his  lumber  yards. 
He  is  vice-president  and  a  director  of  the  state  bank  of 
Eustace. 

On  December  11,  1910,  Mr.  Cook  married  Miss  Lillie 
Melton,  a  daughter  of  Joab  Melton,  who  was  born  on 
the  site  of  the  old  brick  hotel  in  Athens,  Texas,  in  18.56, 
a  son  of  Josiah  Melton,  who  came  to  Texas  as  a  young 
man  and  settled  in  Henderson  county.  Through  several 
generations  the  Melton  family  have  been  prominent  in 
Texas,  but  the  record  does  not  extend  back  beyond 
Josiah  Melton,  who  was  an  orphan.  .losiah  married  in 
Henderson  county.  Miss  Emeline  McMannus,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joab  McMannus,  a  pioneer  Jlissouri  settler,  who 
lived  for  a  number  of  years  near  Athens,  and  who  died 
in  1906,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  Joab  McMannus 
married  Eebecca  Eads,  and  their  children  were  Emeline 
and   Mary,  the  latter  the  wife  of  John   T.  Paschal   of 


Murchison,  Texas.  Josiah  Melton  moved  to  a  farm 
ten  miles  north  of  Athens,  soon  after  the  biith  of  his  son 
Joab,  and  died  there  in  1859.  His  widow  subsequently 
married  Hamp  Phillips,  and  had  children  as  follows: 
Thomas,  Elijah,  Ehoda,  wife  of  O.  T.  Jeter,  and  Jacob, 
all  of  Henderson  county.  The  children  of  Josiah  Mel- 
ton were:  Leonidas,  who  died  a  few  years  ago  at 
Shrevesport,  Louisiana,  Joab,  and  John — both  the  latter 
of  Oklahoma. 

Joab  Melton  grew  up  on  the  farm  where  his  mother 
now  lives  and  continued  farming  until  he  reached  his 
majority,  in  the  meantime  getting  a  country  school  edu- 
cation, with  also  two  or  three  years  of  training  in  the 
Goshen  school,  which  was  then  an  educational  center  of 
much  importance.  He  began  clerking  at  Goshen,  and 
subsequently  got  into  store  keeping  for  himself.  After 
twenty  years  he  moved  to  Eustace  in  1900,  and  estab- 
lished the  lumber  business  which  was  conducted  with . 
much  success  by  him  untU  it  was  sold  to  Mr.  Cook,  in' 
November,  1912.  Among  other  interests,  Joab  Melton 
has  been  identified  with  farm  development  and  increased 
the  material  resources  of  Eustace  by  the  erection  of  a 
good  home,  and  in  other  ways.  He  served  as  president 
of  the  school  board  at  the  time  the  new  school  house 
was  erected,  and  had  active  control  of  the  work  as 
superintendent.  He  is  an  elder  in  the  Christian  church, 
and  a  Democrat  in  politics.  Joab  Melton  was  married 
November  9,  1885,  to  Miss  Nannie  Whatlev,  of  Bell 
county,  Texas,  and  a  daughter  of  William  Whatley,  a 
farmer  from  east  Texas.  The  Melton  children  are: 
Lottie,  now  Mrs.  Cook;  and  Clara,  wife  of  Simmons 
McLaughlin,  of  Eustiee,  the  McLaughlin  children  being 
Bueford  and  Gladys. 

To  the  marriage  of  George  J.  Cook  and  Miss  Lillie 
Melton  were  born  the  following  children:  Lillian  Euth 
and  Oscar  Branch. 

William  H.  Lease.  Official  honors  were  never  be- 
stowed more  fittingly  than  on  William  H.  Lease,  present 
county  and  district  clerk  for  Brewster  county,  with  resi- 
dence in  Alpine.  Mr.  Lease  has  spent  more  than  twenty- 
five  years  in  western  Texas,  and  is  a  product  of  the  old 
cattle  range,  and  the  activities  which  preceded  the  pres- 
ent era  of  modern  stock  farming.  He  was  thrown  on  his 
own  responsibilities  when  but  a  child,  and  began  riding 
the  range  when  he  had  difficulty  in  reaching  up  to  the 
pommel  of  his  broncho  saddle.  He  learned  the  cattle 
industry  in  all  of  its .  details,  and  this  practical  and 
diversified  experience  was  the  foundation  of  the  pros- 
perity which  he  won  for  himself.  For  many  years  he 
has  been  in  the  cattle  business  on  his  own  account,  and 
now  owns  a  splendid  ranch  in  Brewster  county. 

William  H.  Lease  was  born  in  Edwards  county,  Texas, 
August  7,  1868.  When  he  was  three  years  of  age  his  ' 
father  died,  and  the  mother  had  passed  away  somewhat 
sooner,  so  that  he  was  reared  in  the  family  of  a  step- 
mother. Such  education  as  he  attained  was  from  the 
country  schools  at  limited  periods  of  attendance,  and 
when  he  was  thirteen  years  old  he  began  the  battle  of 
life  on  his  own  account.  He  took  a  position  with  the 
firm  of  Hurd,  Finley  &  Kerr  at  Uvalde,  and  was  quickly 
initiated  into  all  the  activities  of  the  cattle  range.  He 
began  at  a  salary  of  $20.00  per  month,  and  continued 
working  at  a  salary  in  different  parts  of  the  state  until 
1886.  He  then  came  out  to  Brewster  eountv,  where  he 
accumulated  a  little  herd  of  cattle,  and  during  the  next 
dozen  years  or  so  was  energetically  engaged  in  building 
up  a  ranch  enterprise  of  his  own.  He  has  long  since  been 
numbered  among  the  prosperous  cattlemen  of  Brewster 
county,  and  his  ranch  in  this  county,  located  about  fifty 
miles  from  Alpine,  is  a  valuable  property,  and  is  stiU 
carried  on  under  his  non-resident  management. 

Mr.  Lease  has  one  brother  and  one  sister  in  Texas. 
Mrs.  Mary  Kelso  is  a  resident  of  Sabinal,  where  her  hus- 
band is  engaged  in  business;  and  Thomas  M.  is  unmar- 
ried and  is  a  rancher  in  Presidio  county.     At  Alpine,  on 
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November  13,  1898,  Mr.  Lease  married  Miss  Mollie  Shoe- 
make,  whose  father,  James  Shoemake,  was  a  former 
resident  of  LaSalle  county,  this  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lease  are  the  parents  of  seven  children,  five  sons  and 
two  daughters  whose  names  are  William  A.,  Gladys, 
Mamie,  Thomas  il.,  Clarence  A.,  Henry  0.,  and  Norma  A. 
The  family  worship  in  the  Baptist  church,  and  Mrs.  Lease 
is  a  member  of  the  Ladies  Aid  Society  of  that  church. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Lease  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Pretorians.  As  a  good 
citizen  of  his  community  he  is  an  interested  member  of 
the  Alpine  Commercial  Club  and  also  belongs  to  the 
social  club  known  as  the  Mountaineers.  It  was  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  that  he  was  elected  to  his  present 
ofEce  as  county  and  district  clerk,  but  his  popularity  as 
a  citizen  and  well  known  standing  in  the  community 
were  sufficient  of  themselves  to  have  been  honored  with 
such  an  office.  As  an  old  cattleman,  he  still  finds  his 
greatest  pleasure  in  riding  out  over  the  country  on  a 
good  horse  and  among  his  cattle.  He  is  particularly  fond 
of  a  good  speech  or  lecture,  and  says  that  he  enjoys  hear- 
ing a  smart  man  talk  no  matter  on  what  subject  he 
may  choose. 

Judge  Garland  Smith.  The  public  administration  of 
Jasper  county  affairs  is  in  excellent  hands,  under  the 
direction  of  Judge  Garland  Smith,  now  serving  his  first 
term  as  county  judge.  Judge  Smith  is  a  lawyer  by 
profession,  and  represents  the  fourth  generation .  of  a 
family  which  has  been  identified  with  Texas  since  the  year 
of  the  Revolution. 

Judge  Smith  was  born  in  Gaudalupe  county,  Texas, 
in  1882.  His  parents  were  Guy  French  and  Mary  J. 
(Johnston)  Smith,  and  his  paternal  grandsire  was  French 
Smith,  a  native  of  Virginia  and  a  Texas  pioneer  who 
located  in  this  state  in  1836,  the  year  in  which  the  bat- 
tle of  San  Jacinto  was  fought,  and  in  which  the  Texas 
Eepublic  was  established.  He  located  in  Gaudalupe 
county,  at  a  place  twelve  miles  from  Seguin  and  four 
miles  from  Belmont,  and  there  he  long  was  resident.  One 
of  his  daughters,  Mrs.  Dowdy,  still  resides  on  that  old 
farm.  French  Smith  saw  service  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Mexican  war,  enlisting  from  Texas,  and  was  active  in 
much  of  the  strenuous  life  of  early  Texas,  as  many  wUl 
be  found  to  testify.  He  was  a  man  of  unique  and  in 
many  ways  pleasing  characteristics,  and  much  has  been 
written  and  said  of  him  in  Texas  publications.  An  ar- 
ticle, especially  happy  in  its  portrayal  of  the  character 
of  the  pioneer  Texan,  was  published  in  a  Seguin  paper 
in  1900,  under  the  caption  of  "In  Old  Seguin"  and 
under  the  initials  "  S.  S.  P. "  This  article  so  faithfully 
portrays  the  Colonel  in  his  many  little  oddities  and  at  the 
same  time  depicts  his  bigness  of  character,  that  generous 
quotation  is  here  made  verbatim  from  the  sketch,  with 
due  credit  accorded  to  the  author,  "  S.  S.  P. "  The  ar- 
ticle follows  in  part :  ' '  Associated  with  our  recollections 
is  the  tall  form  and  classic  features  of  Col.  French 
Smith,  who  was  one  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  Seguin 
— in  fact,  one  of  the  original  shareholders  of  the  town. 
A  Virginian  by  birth,  a  gentleman  by  nature,  a  man  of 
many  oddities,  a  citizen  of  many  virtues,  a  man  whose 
mouth  was  full  of  strange  oaths  but  whose  heart  was 
full  of  human  kindness — such  was  French  Smith. 

"Colonel  Smith  was  one  of  several  brothers.  Peter, 
Paris  and  Anderson  are  the  names  of  the  brothers  now 
remembered  by  the  writer.  They  came  to  Texas  in  an 
early  day  and  all  saw  more  or  less  service  in  the  military 
organizations  of  the  infant  republic.  French  Smith 
as  a  soldier  was,  as  in  everything  else,  a  remarkable 
and  distinctive  character.  Though  ever  ready  to  go 
forth  to  combat  in  defense  of  his  country  and  in  de- 
fense of  the  scattered  families  of  the  settlers,'  he  was 
never  a  member  of  an  organized  company  in  Texas.  He 
was  a  free  lance;  he  sought  no  leadership  himself,  but 
he  acknowledged  no  leadership  in  any  other  man  as  far 


as  he  personally  was  concerned.  He  merely  asked  the 
privilege  of  fighting  if  fighting  was  to  be  done.  His 
name  was  found  upon  no  other  muster  roll.  Were  he 
alive  today  he  could  not  be  placed  upon  the  pension  roU 
of  veterans  of  the  Mexican  war,  yet  he  participated  in 
many  bloody  battles  with  the  Mexicans  and  Indians. 

"He  claimed  on  all  occasions  that  he  had  been  in 
Texas  since  'the  year  one,'  and  he  disliked  exceedingly 
to  hear  a  man  styled  'an  old  Texan'  who  had  only 
been  in  Texas  twenty-five  or  thirty  years.  We  remem- 
ber on  one  occasion  we  attended  a  Democratic  barbecue 
near  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek.  It  was  a  presidential 
election  year  and  there  were  numerous  speakers  pres- 
ent. One  of  them,  one  of  the  most  gifted  orators  the 
county  ever  possessed,  had  closed  one  of  his  character- 
istic speeches  in  which  he  more  than  once  had  alluded 
to  the  fact  that  he  was  an  old  Texan,  and  had  lived 
in  Texas  twenty-four  years.  Colonel  Smith  had  not 
spoken,  and  with  the  close  of  Judge  B.  's  address,  there 
came  calls  of  'Colonel  Smith!  Colonel  Smith!  A 
speech !  '  Slowly  the  giant  form  of  the  old  man  mounted 
the  rostrum  and  for  a  moment  his  keen  blue  eyes  scanned 
the  vast  audience  before  him.  After  a  few  preliminary 
remarks  the  speaker  launched  into  one  of  the  most 
stirring  appeals  to  the  people  to  stand  by  the  Democracy 
that  it  was  ever  our  fortune  to  hear.  His  speech  was 
an  appeal  to  the  friends  of  good  government,  denuncia- 
tion of  the  part_v  in  power,  a  quaint  medley  of  persua- 
sive eloquence,  savage  denunciation,  pathos,  wit,  humor 
and  anecdote.  He  alluded  to  the  long  years  he  had  spent 
in  devotion  to  the  service  of  his  adopted  state,  Texas,  on 
the  battlefield  and  otherwise,  and  that  he,  in  truth,  was 
entitled  to  call  himself  an  '  old  Texan. '  Turning  to 
Colonel  B.,  who  sat  near  by.  Colonel  Smith  with  ridicule 
in  every  twinkle  of  his  eye  and  feature  of  his  face,  con- 
tinued: 'My  dear  friend.  Colonel  B.,  has  been  pleased 
during  the  course  of  his  remarks,  to  call  himself  an  ' '  old 
Texan,"  and  to  announce  to  you  the  fact  that  he  has 
lived  in  Texas  twenty-four  years.  Why,  fellow  citizens, 
when  Colonel  B.  can  say  that  he  has  lived  in  Texas 
half  as  long  as  French  Smith,  then  he  can  begin  to 
call  himself  an  ' '  old  Texan. ' '  Seguin  is  now  a  thriving 
town  and  was  a  thriving  town  when  Colonel  B.  first  saw 
Texas.  Yet,  fellow  citizens,  old  French  Smith  slept  with 
his  saddle  under  his  head  in  what  is  now  the  putlic 
square  of  Seguin  when  this  country  was  a  howling  wilder- 
ness; he  has  met  and  fought  the  wild  Comanche  Indian 
in  his  mountain  fastnesses  and  picked  the  bones  of  the 
buffalo  on  these  western  prairies  when  Colonel  B.  was 
a  sucking  babe. ' 

"The  speaker  descended  from  the  platform  amidst  a 
burst  of  laughter  and  applause,  and  Col.  B.,  though 
somewhat  taken  aback  by  the  quaint  comparison  of  their 
respective  claims  to  the  title  of  'Old  Texan,'  warmly 
shook  the  hand  of  the  old  veteran  and  congratulated  him 
upon  his  excellent  speech. 

' '  On  one  occasion,  many  years  ago,  Colonel  Smith  vis- 
ited a  neighboring  town  while  district  court  was  in  ses- 
sion, and  being,  as  we  suspect,  in  a  somewhat  hilarious 
mood,  did,  or  omitted  to  do  something  in  the  presence  of 
the  court  which  his  Honor  thought  merited  a  fine  for 
contempt,  and  forthwith  caused  the  clerk  to  enter  a 
very  heavy  fine  against  the  Colonel,  and  committed  him 
to  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  until  the  fine  be  paid.  The 
sheriff,  not  anticipating  that  the  Colonel  would  take 
'French  leave,'  was  a  little  lax  in  his  watch,  and  the 
Colonel,  seeing  a  good  opportunity,  quietly  mounted  his 
horse  and  rode  away  to  Seguin,  congratulating  himself 
on  the  easy  manner  in  which  he  had  for  "the  time 
being  got  out  of  a  rather  bad  box.  Time  passed  on 
and  another  term  of  district  court  was  about  to  convene 
in  the  same  town,  and  Colonel  Smith  concluded  it  would 
be  well  to  go  over  and  settle  his  fine,  which  he  did  in 
the  most  remarkable  way  a  fine  was  ever  settled  before. 

"It  appears  that  between  times  there  had  been  a 
change   of   Judge,   Clerk   and   Sheriff.     The  new  Judge 
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was  to  hold  his  first  term  of  court  in  the  county  and  he 
was  totallv  unknown  to  the  sheriff  and  clerl<  of  the 
court,  as  was  also  Colonel  Smith.  The  Colonel  arrived 
in  town  and  learned  that  the  new  judge  had  not  arrived 
but  was  expected  to  arrive  and  open  court  at  any  moment. 
An  idea  occurred  to  the  Colonel,  and  he  wended  his  way 
with  much  dignity  to  the  court  house.  Entering  the 
room  he  was  promptly  addressed  as  'judge'  by  the  new 
sheriff  and  clerk  who  were  in  attendance.  Very  gravely 
the  Colonel  assumed  the  Judge's  seat  and  said,  'Mr. 
Sheriff,  open  the  court.  Mr.  Clerk,  give  me  the  docket.' 
After  turning  the  leaves  for  a  while  he  said:  'Mr.  Clerk, 
I  observe  that  at  the  last  term  of  court  a  very  heavy 
fine  was  unjustly  imposed  upon  Col.  French  Smith,  an 
honorable  and  very  respectable  citizen  of  Seguin,  and 
I  shall  exercise  my  first  judicial  authority  as  judge  of 
this  district  in  relieving  Colonel  Smith  of  the  unmerited 
stigma  upon  his  character.  Therefore,  Mr.  Clerk,  you 
will  enter  an  order  remitting  the  fine  imposed  upon 
Colonel  Smith  for  contempt  of  court  at  the  last  term  of 
this  court,  and  I  shall  so  mark  it  on  the  docket.  Mr. 
Sheriff,  it  is  late,  and  haying  traveled  a  long  distance, 
the  Court  is  tired  and  needs  rest  and  refreshment. 
Please  proclaim  an  adjournment  of  this  court  until  to- 
morrow morning  at  nine  o'clock.'  Which  was  accord- 
ingly done  and  the  crowd  dispersed,  remarking  that 
though  the  session  was  short,  the  new  Judge  graced 
the  bench  with  much  dignity,  and  that  his  first  official  act 
was  one  of  justice  to  a  much  injured  individual. 

"It  is  said  that  the  joke  was  considered  so  good,  and 
the  new  judge  having  some  knowledge  of  the  Colonel, 
did,  in  a  more  regular  way,  remit  the  fine. 

' '  No  man  ever  lived  in  Seguin  who  left  more  pleas- 
ent  remembrances  among  his  friends  than  did  Col. 
French  Smith.  He  was  known  far  and  wide  for  his 
openhearted  generosity.  No  neighbor  in  distress  ever 
appealed  to  him  in  vain.  We  do  not  believe  he  was  ever 
a  communicant  of  any  church,  but  he  occasionally  at- 
tended divine  worship.  Often  we  have  seen  him  sitting 
among  the  congregation  of  the  faithful  in  the  little  log 
church  near  his  home,  listening  with  grace  and  dignified 
demeanor  to  the  words  of  the  preacher,  and  woe  to 
the  person,  old  or  young,  who  disturbed  the  service.  At 
one  time  he  caused  the  Grand  Jury  to  indict  two  young 
men  who  engaged  in  a  quarrel  near  the  church  during 
services.  He  often  entertained  preachers  in  his  home, 
the  only  drawback  to  the  entertainment  being  the  neces- 
sity of  frequent  apologies  for  unique  swearing  in  the 
presence  of  his  guest.  But  the  preachers  all  liked  Colonel 
Smith  and  never  slighted  him  when  money  was  to  be 
raised  for  religious  or  charitable  purposes." 

' '  Colonel  Smith  was  of  the  same  type  as  Wash  Jones 
and  Phil  Claiborne.  He  had  the  mannerisms  of  a  by- 
gone age.  His  dress  and  manner  reminded  one  of  the 
days  of  Clay  and  Webster  and  Calhoun.  He  had  a  mag- 
nificent face  and  head  and  his  face  in  profile  looked  as 
though  it  might  have  served  as  a  model  for  a  Greek 
cameo. ' ' 

It  is  not  possible,  with  the  space  available,  to  quote 
further  from  the  article  from  which  the  above  is  culled, 
but  enough  has  been  written  to  indicate  something  of 
the  bluff  frankness  of  the  old  pioneer,  and  to  show  in  a 
measure  what  his  life  was  in  Texas  and  in  what  ways 
he  was  endeared  to  the  people  of  his  time.  He  lies  buried 
within  the  limits  of  Seguin,  on  the  bluff  of  the  Guada- 
lupe, along  whose  banks  his  feet  wandered  eighty  years 
ago,  when  the  great  state  of  Texas  was  not  yet  a  part 
of  our  domain,  and  was  just  emerging  into  independence 
from  her  Mexican  bondage. 

Guy  French  Smith,  the  son  of  Colonel  French  Smith 
and  the  father  of  Judge  Garland  Smith  of- this  review, 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Guadalupe  county,  and 
in  1884  he  took  his  family  from  his  native  county  into 
Uvalde  count.y,  in  southwest  Texas.  He  located"  on  a 
.  ranch  in  that  county  on  the  line  where  it  joins  Zevalla 
county.    There  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  rais- 


ing for  a  number  of  years,  but  in  1896  he  moved  his 
home  to  east  Texas  in  Jasper  county,  where  his  death 
occurred  on  March  30,  1906.  Mrs.  Mary  J.  (Johnston) 
Smith  is  still  living. 

Garland  Smith  attended  school  at  Uvalde  and  after 
coming  to  Jasper  county  at  the  age  of  fourteen  entered 
the  high  school  in  Jasper.  He  took  up  the  study  of  law 
at  Jasper  and  in  January,  1905,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three,  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  During  1907-08  Judge 
Smith  served  as  county  attorney,  and  in  1912  was  worth- 
ily honored  by  the  people  of  the  county  in  his  election 
to  the  office  of  county  judge  for  a  term  of  two  years. 
It  tli::-  ,  ,i:i  ,  -  :il  ..lit  that  the  grandson  of  Colonel  French 
Sin.  :  '!        li.es  his  place  on  the  bench  as  the  duly 

ar.i.   ;  :_      ..f  the  district,   with  the   authority  to 

reimt  :.  li'..  ,  -I. ..111.]  he  feel  so  disposed,  and  none  to  dis- 
pute his  ruling. 

Besides  his  official  duties.  Judge  Smith  conducts  a 
large  law  practice  in  the  higher  courts,  and  is  a  capable 
and  efficient  lawyer,  and  splendid  type  of  the  young 
public-spirited  citizen.  Judge  Smith  married  Miss  Jessie 
Swann,  a  native  of  Sabine  county,  and  they  have  one 
daughter — Miss  Garland  Smith. 

Hon.  John  E.  McGee.  The  oldest  established  lawyer 
of  Lubbock  is  John  E.  MeGee.  He  has  been  identified 
with  the  Texas  bar  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and 
about  thirteen  years  ago  located  in  Lubbock.  The  career 
of  Mr.  McGee  contains  many  chapters  of  instructive  ex- 
perience. Left  an  entire  orphan  when  but  five  years 
of  age  he  had  to  make  his  way  as  only  a  poor  orphan 
boy  can.  The  Civil  War  came  on  about  three  years  after 
the  death  of  his  mother,  his  father  having  died  in  the 
second  year  of  his  age,  and  under  the  prevailing  con- 
ditions "during  the  war  and  for  several  years  thereafter 
afforded  him  rather  meager  opportunities  for  obtaining 
an  education.  He  attended  probably  half  a  dozen  terms 
of  the  country  schools  of  those  times  and  this  was  the 
extent  of  his  schooling.  Having  a  thirst  for  knowledge 
he  formed  the  habit  of  reading  good  books  in  his  young 
manhood  and  has  been  a  close  student  all  his  life.  He 
purchased  the  school  text  books  after  he  was  a  grown 
man  and  took  a  curriculum  course  in  them  with  himself 
as  teacher.  Being  dependent  on  his  own  efforts  for  a 
means  of  support  he  did  w^hatever  his  hands  found  to 
do  in  honorable  pursuits.  In  1.S75  he  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  clerk  in  a  general  mercantile  store  at  a  salary 
of  ten  dollars  per  month  with  board  and  lodging  fur- 
nished. From  this  small  beginning  he  eventually  be- 
came one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  Brady,  Texas, 
but  being  ambitious  for  a  learned  profession  put  in  most 
of  his  spare  moments  in  close  study  until  the  year  1891 
when  he  gave  up  the  mercantile  business  and  took  up 
the  law.  Bead  law  in  the  office  of  Walter  Anderson, 
one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of  Brady,  until  1S93  when 
he  was  granted  temporary  license  and  the  following  year 
admitted  to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of  the  state.  John 
Ealph  McGee,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
April  25th,  1853,  in  Polk  County,  Texas,  three  miles 
west  of  Patrick's  Ferry  on  the  Trinity  Eiver.  His 
father  was  a  neighbor  of  Governor  George  T.  Wood, 
second  governor  of  Texas  after  it  became  a  State,  who 
lived  in  the  same  locality.  Mr.  McGee  says  that  he  has 
a  more  vivid  recollection  of  Gov.  Wood's  pet  bear  than 
of  the  Governor.  On  the  paternal  side  the  ancestry  was 
Scotch-Irish  and  on  the  maternal  side  Welsh.  His 
grandfather,  Ealph  McGee,  came  to  Texas  in  183-1  and 
first  settled  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Trinity  Eiver  near 
what  is  now  known  as  Point  Blank  in  San  Jacinto 
County  and  later  moved  to  Moscow  in  Polk  County. 
His  grandfather.  Isaac  Jones,  came  to  Texas  in  1832 
and  settled  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Trinity  Eiver  in 
what  is  now  the  northern  portion  of  San  Jacinto  County. 
Grandfather  McGee  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1795,  and 
Grandfather  Jones  was 'born  in  North  Carolina  in  1793, 
and  thev  lived  neighbors  after  coming  to  Texas.     Grand- 
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father  McGee  died  in  1856  and  Grandfather  Jones  died 
in  1876. 

Mr.  McGee 's  parents  were  Absolom  and  Melissa 
(Jones)  McGee.  They  were  married  in  1849  and  lived 
happily  together  until  1855  when  his  father  died  and 
in  1858  his  mother  died.  There  were  two  sons  born  of 
this  union,  Henry  and  John,  the  latter  being  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  Henry  died  in  early  childhood. 
Absolom  McGee  and  his  wife  spent  their  married  life  on 
a.  two  hundred  acre  tract  of  land  presented  to  the  latter 
by  her  father,  Isaac  Jones,  and  followed  the  pursuit  of 
farming  and  were  quite  successful. 

John  E.  McGee,  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  lived 
with  his  relatives  in  Polk  County  for  about  two  years 
when  he  was  placed  with  Eichard  Foster,  first  cousin, 
who  moved  with  his  family  to  De  Witt  County  where 
they  resided  about  four  years  returning  to  Polk  County 
in  January,  1864.  In  March  of  this  year  his  grana- 
f  ather,  Jones,  ' '  moved  out  west, ' '  taking  Mr.  McGee 
along  when  he  was  but  a  lad  eleven  years  of  age, 
stopping  a  few  months  in  Williamson  County;  thence 
they  moved  to  Hays  County  where  they  lived  nearly 
four  years.  •  Running  away  from  his  grandfather  In 
the  spring  of  1865  he  spent  the  balance  of  his  stay  in 
Hays  county  with  distant  relatives  of  his  father  and 
strangers.  In  1868  he  went  to  live  with  an  uncle, 
W.  W.  Jones,  at  Fort  Mason  in  Mason  County  where  he 
spent  ten  years  of  his  life.  During  eight  years  of  that 
time  the  wild  Indians  made  frequent  depredations  in 
Mason  and  adjoining  counties  stealing  horses  and  often 
killing  and  scalping  the  settlers.  He  had  some  of  the 
exciting  experiences  of  frontier  life  during  that  period — 
going  after  and  frequently  running  from  the  Indians. 
Served  four  months  as  a  Texas  Sanger  under  Capt.  James 
M.  Hunter  in  1870. 

In  1878  Mr.  David  Doole,  a  merchant  of  Mason,  es- 
tablished a  branch  store  at  Brady,  Texas,  and  sent  Mr. 
McGee  there  in  charge  of  that  business.  In  1882  he 
purchased  Mr.  Doole 's  interest  in  that  store  and  con- 
tinued the  business  until  1891  when  he  sold  his  mercan- 
tile interests  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  law.  He 
continued  to  reside  in  Brady  until  1901  when  he  re- 
moved to  Lubbock  where  he  now  resides. 

At  Mason,  Texas,  on  June  18th,  1879,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Cassie  Davis,  who  was  born  in  Llano  county, 
a  daughter  of  Ben.  F.  Davis,  an  old  settler  of  that 
county.  Their  four  children  are  named  as  follows:  G. 
E.  McGee,  a  prosperous  druggist  of  Dalhart;  Ethel,  de- 
ceased, who  was  the  wife  of  H.  B.  Earnest,  her  death 
occurring  March  9th,  1908,  at  Lubbock;  Hattie,  wife  of 
C.  O.  Collins,  a  traveling  salesman,  and  Phillip,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  McGee  has  made  some  advancement  in  Masonic 
circles.  He  was  made  a  master  mason  in  MeCulIoch 
Lodge  No.  273,  A.  P.  &  A.  M.,  at  Mason,  in  December, 
1880;  was  a  charter  member  of  Brady  Lodge  No.  628; 
his  chapter  degrees  were  conferred  in  Lubbock  Chapter 
No.  248,  E.  A.  M.,  in  1904;  has  taken  the  Cryptic  de- 
grees in  the  Council;  he  is  afiSliated  with  Lubbock  Com- 
mandery  No.  60  of  the  Knights  Templar,  having  been 
dubbed  a  Knight  Templar  in  Plainview  Commandery 
No.  53  in  1909;  served  five  years  as  district  deputy 
grand  master  of  the  ninety -third  Masonic  district;  Mr. 
McGee  is  an  elder  in  the  Christian  Church. 

He  is  a  Democrat  in  polities  and  served  several 
years  as  county  chairman  in  McCulloch  county.  In 
1878  he  was  elected  county  treasurer  of  McCulloch 
county  and  filled  that  office  for  nine  terms,  eighteen 
consecutive  years.  In  1906  he  was  elected  county  judge 
of  Lubbock  county  and  served  in  that  oiBce  three  terms, 
six  years. 

William  T.  Mowdy,  D.  D.  S.,  M.  D.  Known  as  a 
specially  able  representative  of  a  vocation  that  is  to  be 
considered  both  as  a  profession  and  a  mechanic  art. 
Dr.  Mowdy  is  engaged  in  successful  practice  in  the  city 


of  Cameron  Milam  county,  and  his  large  and  important 
protessional  business  denotes  the  popular  estimate  placed 
upon  him  as  a  man  and  as  a  skilled  practitioner  of  both 
operative  and  laboratory  dentistry.  He  has  not  only 
been  most  successful  in  the  work  of  his  profession  but 
has  shown  also  great  circumspection  in  connection  with 
capitalistic  investments  and  business  affairs,  the  while 
he  stands  exponent  of  loyal  and  liberal  citizenship  as 
one  of  the  progressive  men  of  Milam  county  and  its  fine 
capital   city  or  county  seat. 

,,  °^\,^°7'Jy  y;=is  born  in  Perry  county,  Alabama,  on 
the  5th  of  April,  18o8,  and  of  the  same  county  his  par- 
ents likewise  were  natives,  his  father,  William  Mowdy, 
having  been  born  on  the  20th  of  November,  1823,  and 
his  mother,  Mrs.  Melinda  (Laginer)  Mowdy,  having 
there  been  born  on  the  28th  of  October,  1826".  William 
Mowdy  came  with  his  family  to  Te.xas  in  1868,  passing 
the  first  year  in  Panola  county  and  then  removing  t% 
Milam  county,  where  he  passed  the  residue  of  his  life  the 
greater  part  of  his  active  career  having  been  devoted  to 
the  basic  industry  of  agriculture,  in  connection  with 
which  he  achieved  definite  success.  He  was  one  of  the 
honored  pioneer  citizens  of  Milam  county  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  February  9,  1900,  and  his 
wife  survived  him  by  about  six  years,  her  death  occur- 
ring in  1907.  They  became  the  parents  of  nine  chU- 
dren— Nancy  E.,  Melinda  E.,  Margaret  F.,  John  G 
William  T.,  Mary  A.,  Allen  W.,  Martin,  and  one  who 
died  m  infancy. 

Dr.  Mowdy  attended  school  in  his  native  county,  in 
Alabama,  until  he  was  ten  years  of  age  and  he  then 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Texas.  He 
continued  his  scholastic  discipline  in  the  public  schools 
of  Milam  county  and  in  pursuance  of  higher  training 
he  then  entered  the  University  of  Tennessee,  in  the  de- 
partment of  dentistry  of  which  institution  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1888,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental 
Surgery.  For  the  purpose  of  fortifying  himself  further 
for  his  chosen  profession  he  completed  also  a  course  in 
the  medical  department  of  his  alma  mater,  the  Univer- 
sity of  Tennessee,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1890.  He  has  given  his  attention 
principally  to  the  practice  of  dentistry  and  has  kept  in 
touch  with  all  advances  made  in  its  scientific  and  me- 
chanical phases.  As  a  student  in  the  university  he  had 
the  distinction  of  winning  a  handsome  gold  medal, 
valued  at  fifty  dollars,  this  having  been  the  Founder's 
medal,  awarded  for  the  best  evidence  of  proficiency  on 
all  subjects.  He  has  also  another  medal,  valued  at 
twenty-five  dollars,  this  being  awarded  him  for  making 
the  best  record  of  his  class  in  his  first  course  in  the 
dental   department   of  the  university. 

After  his  graduation  Dr.  Mowdy  was  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  dentistry  in  Hays  county,  Texas,  for  eight 
months.  He  then,  "on  the  10th  of  May,  1890,  estab- 
lished his  residence  at  Cameron,  Milam  county,  where 
he  has  since  continued  in  the  successful  practice  of  hii 
profession  and  where  he  has  gained  recognition  as  one 
of  the  representative  dental  surgeons  of  Texas.  The 
Doctor  is  a  stockholder  and  director  of  the  Texas  Fidel- 
ity Bonding  Company,  of  Waco,  also  the  Peerless  Fire 
Insurance  Company;  he  was  formerly  vice-president  of, 
the  Gaston-Sprinkle  Mercantile  Company,  of  Cameron, 
with  which  he  continued  to  be  thus  identified  from  1901 
until  his  retirement,  in  1908;  he  is  the  owner  of  400 
acres  of  improved  farming  land  in  MUam  county,  5,500 
acres  of  coal  and  timber  land  in  Tennessee,  and  96S 
acres  of  oil  and  agricultural  land  in  Mexico,  and  alsi 
has  real  estate  property  in  Long  Island,  New  York, 
His  residence  in  Cameron  is  one  of  the  most  attractive 
in  the  city,  even  as  it  is  one  of  the  most  hospitable  of 
homes.  He'  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christiai 
church  in  Cameron  and  he  is  affiliated  with  the  loca 
lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1881,  Dr.  Mowdy  wedded  Misi 
Josephine   Parker,    daughter   of   William    S.   Parker,   of 
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Milam  county,  and  she  died  in  1SS4,  as  did  also  their 
only  child,  Charles  W.  On  the  2ljth  of  February,  1S90, 
was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  the  Doctor  to  Miss 
Adelia  Barnes,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  C.  Barnes.  Of 
this  union  were  born  four  children,  of  whom  three  are 
living— Charles  W.,  Bettie  M.,  and  Thomas  J.  Susan 
A.,  the  third  child,  died  in  infancy. 

HakVey  L.  Eix.  The  merchandising  and  business  en- 
terprise of  Big  Spring  has  no  larger  and  more  pros- 
perous establishment  than  that  of  the  Eix  Furniture  & 
Undertaking  Company.  The  members  of  the  Rix  fam- 
ily connected  with  this  company  have  shown  themselves 
to  be  business  builders  of  remarkable  ability,  and  have 
not  only  established  a  large  concern,  but  have  carried 
it  through  all  the  preliminary  difficulties  to  permanent 
prosperity.  The  business  supplies  furniture,  house  fur- 
nishings, musical  instruments  of  all  kinds,  and  prac- 
tically everything  that  goes  into  a  home  from  cellar  to 
garret  as  permanent  furnishings,  and  a  separate  branch 
of  the  business  offers  the  most  complete  undertaking 
service  and  equipment  to  be  found  in  all  this  part  of 
Texas. 

Harvey  L.  Eix,  the  active  head  of  the  business,  was 
born  in  Cedar  Creek,  Wisconsin,  on  January  30,  1880. 
His  ancestry  is  full  blooded  American,  the  first  mem- 
bers of  the  family  having  come  from  England  in  1645, 
and  through  the  many  generations  have  furnished  men 
of  prominence  in  affairs  and  business.  The  parents  of 
Mr.  Harvey  L.  Eix  are  Barnett  and  Eliza  M.  Eix,  of 
Washington  county,  Wisconsin.  His  father  was  engaged 
as  a  farmer  in  that  county  before  coming  to  Texas,  and 
he  brought  his  family  to  this  state  in  1887,  first  locating 
at  Colorado  in  Mitchell  county,  and  in  1890  came  to 
Big  Spring.  While  in  Mitchell  county  he  was  engagea 
in  stock  raising  and  on  coming  to  Big  Spring  opened 
a  stock  of  hardware,  which  in  1896  he  sold  and  then 
in  1905  joined  his  son  Harvey  in  the  furniture  and  un- 
dertaking business. 

In  1910  the  business  was  incorporated  under  the  name 
of  the  Eix  Furniture  &  Undertaking  Company  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $20,000.  The  stock  of  goods  carried  by 
the  firm  values  at  from  eighteen  thousand  to  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  and  three  buildings  are  occupied  with 
the  stock  and  the  display  rooms,  besides  the  barns  and 
other  houses  for  the  horses,  hearses,  vehicles  and  other 
equipment.  One  of  the  buildings  was  constructed  es- 
pecially for  undertaking,  and  all  the  goods  of  that  class 
are  kept  in  that  special  building.  Among  other  features 
of  its  equipment  it  contains  a  reception  hall  and  chapel 
and  morgue,  and  as  undertakers  the  Eix  Brothers  con- 
trol nearly  all  the  business  for  a  distance  of  one  hun- 
dred miles  about  Big  Spring.  Both  Harvey  L.  and  his 
brother   J.   A.   Eix   are   licensed   embalmers. 

Mr.  Harvey  L.  Eix  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  subsequently  attended  the  Metropoli- 
tan Business  College  at  Dallas,  where  he  was  graduated 
August  28,  1896.  In  politics  he  has  always  voted  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  fraternally  is  affiliated  with  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  the  Modern  Order  of  fre- 
torians.  His  church  is  the  Methodist  South.  On  June  ' 
15,  1904,  he  married  Bertha  Deats  of  Big  Spring, 
daughter  of  L.  T.  and  Elizabeth  Deats.  Her  father 
is  now  mayor  of  Big  Spring  and  a  well  known  financier, 
being  vice  president  of  the  First  State  Bank  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Eix  and  wife  have  five  children,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters,  whose  names  are  Ealph  W.,  Lewis  E.,  Paul 
A.,  Elizabeth  Maywood  and  Lorena  Lueile,  whose  ages 
range  from  eight  to  two  years. 

Greenleap  L.  Brown.  The  live  stock  industry  and 
general  business  interests  of  West  Texas  have  had  no 
more  capable  nor  more  successful  representative  during 
the  past  thirty  years  than  Greenleaf  L.  Brown,  now  and 
for  many  years  a  resident  of  Big  Spring.  Mr.  Brown 
is  the  owner  of  thousands  of  acres  of  this  west  Texas 


county,  and  has  his  herds  scattered  over  country  which 
is  almost  an  empire  in  extent.  He  is  a  banker,  and 
having  had  his  ranch  headquarters  in  the  vicinity  of 
Big  Spring  before  the  building  of  the  railroad  and  the 
founding  of  the  town,  his  interest  has  always  been  de- 
voted to  the  progress  of  this  locality  and  he  has  prob- 
ably done  as  much  as  any  other  individual  citizen  for 
the   advancement  and  welfare  of  the  community. 

Greenleaf  L.  Brown  represents  a  family  which  has 
been  prominent  in  Texas  since  the  time  of  the  Eepublic, 
and  Brown  county,  where  Mr.  Brown  was  born,  at 
Brownwood,  on  February  2,  1861,  was  named  in  honor 
of  this  family.  His  parents  were  WOliam  Franklin 
and  Elizabeth  (Gilliland)  Brown,  both  of  whom  were 
born  at  Atlanta,  Georgia.  William  F.  Brown,  now  one 
of  the  most  venerable  old  residents  of  Texas,  was  mar- 
ried first  in  the  'thirties  and  his  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  died  when  her  son  was  about  eight  years  old. 
The  father  married  again  at  Atlanta,  and  in  1867 
brought  his  bride  in  a  wagon  drawn  by  ox  teams  the  en- 
tire distance  from  Georgia  to  San  Augustine  county, 
Texas.  The  first  born  children,  Martha  and  John,  came 
with  them.  Subsequently  he  moved  into  the  Brazos 
Valley,  and  finally  in  1857  located  permanently  in  Brown 
county,  where  he  still  resides  retired  in  peace  and  com- 
fort at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years.  He  is  a  hale  and 
hearty  man  for  all  his  varied  experiences  and  career 
and  usefulness.  He  has  one  sister,  Eliza  Gilham,  who 
resides  at  his  home  and  is  eighty-eight  years  of  age. 
The  wife  of  William  E.  Brown  died  in  1872,  and  he  sub- 
sequently married  Miss  Talitha  Harris,  who  died  Decem- 
ber 5,  1912,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  William  F. 
Brown  served  in  the  Indian  wars  of  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama during  the  campaigns  of  the  'thirties  which  finally 
subdued  the  native  tribe  in  the  southeastern  state.  When 
he  was  seventy-five  years  of  age,  his  application  for  a 
pension  in  reward  of  these  Indian  war  services  was 
finally  approved  and  he  received  $1,100.00  in  back  pay 
and  is  now  enrolled  on  the  regular  pension  list.  He  is 
probably  one  of  the  oldest  Indian  fighters  in  the  United 
States  and  his  services  are  receiving  only  a  just  recog- 
nition, belated  though  it  is,  from  the  national  govern- 
ment. 

Farming  and  stock  raising  were  his  regular  pursuit 
until  he  retired.  In  the  early  days  he  frequently  took 
herds  of  cattle  from  Brown  county  across  the  country 
to  Shrevesport,  La.  A  successful  business  man  he  was 
always  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  community,  and  was 
honored  with  various  county  offices.  His "  politics  is 
the  old  school  Democracy.  William  E.  Brown  was  the 
father  of  twelve  children  and  four  are  now  living.  W. 
H.  Brown,  his  oldest  son,  was  killed  in  western  "Texas 
by  the  Comanche  Indians  in  1875.  John  P.  Brown,  the 
oldest  living  son,  is  a  retired  farmer  in  Brownwood; 
Missouri  is  the  wife  of  Eev.  W.  D.  G.  Anderson,  a  Bap- 
tist minister  in  Comanche  county;  G.  L.  Brown  is  the 
next  in  age  of  the  living  children  and  Emma  is  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Tipton  of  Brown  county. 

Mr.  G.  L.  Brown  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Brown  county,  and  left  school  when 
seventeen  years  of  age.  His  earliest  associations  were 
with  ranch  life,  and  he  was  a  cowboy  almost  as  soon  as 
he  would  ride  a  horse.  He  went  out  to  Mitchell  county, 
after  leaving  school,  and  worked  as  a  cowboy  in  that 
county  for  ten  years.  Saving  his  earnings  he  finally 
began  m  the  cattle  raising  business  on  his  own  account. 
During  the  early  years  of  his  operations  in  what  are 
now  Mitchell  and  Sterling  counties  there  was  no  settle- 
ment at  Big  Spring,  although  the  springs  attracted  sev- 
eral cattle  outfits  to  that  vicinity.  After  the  railroad 
station  was  established  there  in  1881,  Mr.  Brown  became 
one  of  the  first  permanent  settlers  of  the  town.  He  aft- 
erwards sold  out  his  interests  in  that  locality,  then  trans- 
ferred his  operations  to  the  panhandle  and  to  New 
Mexico,  but  finally  returned  to  west  Texas  and  located 
in  Howard  county  in  1897.    From  year  to  year  his  busi- 
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ness  grew  in  magnitmle,  and  his  herds  increased  until 
he  v.as  running  from  i.oUO  to  25.000  head  of  cattle 
orer  his  various  ranches  in  Howard.  Sterling  and  Ector 
counties.  Mr.  Brown  recalls  the  fact  that  he  bought  full 
grown  cows  in  Texas  some  vears  ago  at  $6.25  per  head, 
■while  at  the  present  time  he  is  paying  $31.00  per  head 
for  calves.  In  an  experience  of  thirty  years  he  has 
weathered  all  the  ups  and  downs  of  stock  raising,  and 
in  the  final  result  has  acquired  such  a  success  as  few 
men  in  the  state  can  exhibit  as  a  result  of  their  life's 
work.  Mr.  Brown  is  now  the  owner  of  eight  thousand 
acres  of  land  in  Ector  county  and  five  thousand  acres 
in  Howard  county. 

As  already  stated,  Mr.  Brown  has  been  a  leader  in  the 
upbuilding  of  Big  Spring.  He  organized  the  west  Texas 
National  Bank  in  1903,  and  was  the  principal  member 
of  the  company  which  constructed  the  finest  bank  and 
office  building  "in  the  city,  a  modern  fireproof  structure, 
steam  heated,  and  a  credit  to  the  city.  Mr.  Brown  has 
been  president  and  the  largest  stockholder  in  the  bank 
since  its  organization  and  is  also  a  large  stockholder  in 
the  bank  of  Coahoma.  He  and  his  family  enjoy  the 
comforts  of  a  beautiful  home  in  Big  Spring. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  has  been  affiliated 
with  the  order  for  some  fifteen  years,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He 
was  married  in  El  Paso,  April  18,  1888,  to  Miss  Eddie 
Lee,  who  was  born  in  Lampasas  county,  daughter  of 
Andrew  Peter  and  Matilda  (Masters)  Lee.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  Missouri,  and  her  mother  of  Texas. 
Mr.  Lee,  her  father,  now  deceased,  was  one  of  the  old 
stockmen  of  west  Texas,  and  during  the  time  of  the 
Indian  wars  served  as  captain  of  a  company  of  minute- 
men.  The  three  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  as 
follows:  Burton,  who  has  already  taken  his  place  as 
one  of  the  leading  stockmen  of  Ector  county,  with  resi- 
dence at  Odessa;  Ethel,  who  is  a  student  in  the  Texas 
Christian  University;  and  Eula,  also  a  student  in  the 
same  university. 

Hon.  J.vmes  E.  H.\eper.  The  first  public  office  that 
Hon.  James  E.  Harper  ever  held  was  that  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1S92,  and  which 
office  he  held  for  one  term.  Since  that  time  he  has  filled 
numerous  offices  calling  for  a  higher  quality  of  service, 
and  today  is  serving  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
Civil  Appeals  of  the  Eighth  Supreme  Judicial  District, 
with  J.  F.  McKeniie  and  E.  F.  Higgins  as  associate 
judges. 

Judge  Harper  was  born  in  Jacksboro,  Texas,  on  May 
28,  ISfifl,  and  has  liveil  in  his  native  state  all  his  life. 
He  is  the  son  of  William  E.  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Ayres) 
Harper,  natives  of  Illinois  and  Kentucky,  respectively. 
The  father  came  to  Texas  from  Illinois  in  the  early 
fifties,  here  engaging  in  the  business  of  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  builder  by 
trade,  and  though  he  gave  some  little  attention  to  the 
work  in  Texas,  he  achieved  his  greater  material  pros- 
perity as  a  result  of  his  acquaintance  with  the  soil 
and  with  the  stock  business.  He  died  in  1871  and  is 
buried  in  Jacksboro.  Texas.  His  widow  survived  until 
1904,  and  is  resting  by  his  side.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  and  of  that  number  James  E.  Harper 
of  this  review  was  the  fifth  born  child  and  the  younge.^t 
son. 

.  James  E.  Harj^er  received  his  early  education  'u  tho 
public  schools  of  Denton  county,  the  same  being  followeti 
by  a  course  in  the  LTniversity  of  Texas  where  he  took 
the  junior  course  in  law.  LTpon  leaving  college  he  fe- 
turned  to  his  home  town  and  there  resumed  the  study 
of  law,  gaining  admittance  to  the  bar  in  1890,  when  he 
came  to  El  Paso  and  took  up  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. El  Paso  hns  from  that  day  represented  his  home 
and  the  scene  of  his  principal  legal  activities  and  he  has 
gained  a  name  and  fame  far  in  excess  of'  that  which 
is  accorded  to  the  average  aspirant  for  legal  honors. 


Two  years  after  locating  here  .Judge  Harper  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  which 
he  continued  for  one  term.  In  1896  he  was  elected 
county  Judge,  in  which  ofltice  he  served  until  1902.  He 
was  in  the  latter  year  chosen  for  the  office  of  District 
Attorney,  in  which  he  continued  until  September,  1904, 
when  he  was  appointed  District  Judge  to  fill  an  unex- 
pired term.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  district  judge 
at  the  succeeding  election,  so  well  did  he  acquit  him- 
self in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  served  until 
December  1,  1912,  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  post  of 
chief  justice  of  the  court  of  the  Eighth  Supreme  Judi- 
cial District,  again  to  fill  out  an  unexpired  term.  This 
appointment  resulted  in  his  election  to  the  office  at  the 
next  election,  and  he  is  now  serving  on  the  bench  as 
Chief  Justice  of  the  district.  In  his  various  offices  Judge 
Harper  has  dispensed  a  quality  of  justice  that  has  ad- 
mitted of  no  questionings,  and  he  has  proven  the  calibre 
of  his  judgeship  to  be  of  the  highest  order. 

As  a  Democrat,  stanch  and  true,  he  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  local  and  state  politics,  and  has  been  fore- 
most in  the  political  battles  that  have  been  waged  in 
his  district  since  he  came  to  be  a  voter  and  a  man  of 
affairs.  By  reason  of  his  early  initiation  in  the  realm 
of  public  office.  Judge  Harper  maintains  little  or  no 
private  practice,  the  duties  of  his  office  restraining  him 
from   giving   attention   to   private   matters. 

Judge  Harper  is  fraternally  identified  with  the  Benev- 
olent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Church,  although  Mrs.  Harper  has  member- 
shiji  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  El  Paso.  '  The  marriage 
of  Judge  Harper  took  place  on  June  30,  1910,  when 
Clara  Belle  Deason,  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Mary  B. 
Deason,  of  Denton  county,  Texas,  became  his  wife. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  them,  Mary  Elizabeth 
and  Frank.  Mrs.  Harper  is  prominent  socially  in  El 
Paso,  and  has  a  leading  place  in  the  club  life  of  the 
city,  while  she  takes  a  wholesome  interest  in  charitable 
and  philanthropic  work  in  her  home  community,  and  is 
president  of  a  local  school  organization. 

Judge  Harper  has  naught  but  the  kindest  of  things 
to  say  for  the  state  of  Texas,  and  regards  it  as  a  place 
where  honest  effort  will  never  fail  of  its  material  reward. 
He  lays  especial  stress  upon  the  abundant  opportuni- 
ties that  are  open  to  the  man  who  is  upon  farming  bent, 
and  sees  for  such  men  the  brightest  possible  future. 

John  K.  Webster,  M.  D.  To  a  profession  which 
probably  has  the  largest  range  of  social  service.  Dr. 
Webster  has  given  his  energies  and  talents  for  a  period 
of  over  twenty  years,  and  since  190"  has  been  active  in 
practice  at  Athens,  in  which  neighborhood  he  was  reared 
from  childhood.  Dr.  Webster  is  well  qualified  for  the 
work  of  a  physician,  and  though  a  quiet,  unassuming 
gentleman,  has  often  exercised  his  influence  for  the 
welfare  of  his  home  town  and  county. 

Dr.  John  K.  Webster  was  born  at  Carthage,  Xorth 
Carolina,  February  6,  1867.  The  original  ancestor  in 
America  was  Simeon  Webster,  who  came  from  Ireland 
to  the  colonies  about  thirty  years  before  the  Eevolution. 
It  is  believed  that  he  and  all  his  sons  then  old  enough 
fought  as  solditrs  in  the  colonial  army,  and  Simeon  is 
said  to  have  been  killed  in  the  Battle  of  Monmouth. 
The  father  of  Dr.  Webster  was  William  J.  Webster, 
who  was  a  member  of  a  family  comprising  also  the 
sons  Thomas,  Eichard.  Henry  and  George.  All  these 
served  as  Confederate  soldiers,  and  George  and  Henry 
gave  their  lives  to  the  southern  flag  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg.  William  J.  Webster  was  born  at  Pitts- 
boro  in  Chatham  county.  North  Carolina,  in  1833,  and 
was  reared  upon  an  old-time  plantation  with  its  many 
slaves  to  perform  the  heavy  duties  of  both  field  and 
household.  William  J.  Webster  was  a  mechanic,  a  man 
of  active  mentality,  had  a  fair  training  in  the  local 
schools,  and  developed  his  special  bent  by  work  as  car- 
penter before  the  war.     When  that  conflict  between  the 
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states  broke  out  he  enlisted  as  a  Confederate,  and  was 
commissioned  an  officer  of  his  company  some  time  dur- 
ing his  service.  Later  he  was  detached  from  his  com- 
mand for  special  duty  in  his  state,  and  at  the  final  sur- 
render he  and  his  comrades  disbanded  and  left  the  field. 
The  disappointment  he  suffered  at  the  termination  of  the 
war  told  upon  him  throughout  his  life,  and  he  seemed 
to  have  experienced  little  satisfaction  in  the  political 
or  social  sphere  of  our  national  life  thereafter.  He 
took  no  part  in  Confederate  Veterans'  reunion,  and  as 
little  interest  in  politics  as  an  observant  of  the  ordinary 
]iroprieties  would  sanction.  His  strong  prejudices  would 
have  made  him  a  Democrat  even  if  his  ideas  as  to  pub- 
lic policies  had  not  themselves  drawn  hiui  into  the  ranks 
of  that  party.  He  served  as  a  nienilier  of  the  first 
board  of  aldermen  at  Athens,  and  aided  in  starting  the 
machinery  of  local  anvernment.  He  was  also  an  elder 
in   the   Proslivt.'i  iaii    .hnivh. 

William  .T.  Wrlisin  lnnii-ht  his  family  from  Carthage, 
iloore  county,  Xi.iili  (  :ii.,lina.  to  Texas,  in  1872.  The 
trip  to  Texas  was  mad.'  l.y  boat  as  far  as  New  Orleans, 
and  then  bv  a  iImt  Imiit  ii]i  tn  Slircvi'imrt.  \vlienee 
they  followed  the  Tcxns  ,-ii,.l  ]■■.,.-, i\r  i;;,ilrM,-i,|  (,,  Hall- 
ville,  which  was  then  its  tciniinu-^.  I'mm  fli,.rc  tiicy  took 
a  wagon  overland  to  I'alestine.  where  the  family  lived 
one  year,  and  in  1873  reached  Athens.  At  Athens, 
"William  J.  Webster  resumed  his  trade,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  was  busy  with  the  construction  of  many 
homes  and  other  bnihl'ings  in  Alliens  an,!  vicinity.  Such 
has  been  the  material  ur(.^\tll  nf  tlir  . Dimty  seat  in  re- 
cent years  that  few  nC  thn^r  l.nildinus  sliind.  His  death 
occurred  at  Athens  «lion  scvrnty-two  years  six  months 
of  age,  and  his  wife  died  in  1S9G.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Isabel  Kelly,  a  daughter  of  Angus  Kelly  of  North 
Carolina.  Their  children  were:  Daniel;  Dr.  John  K. ; 
Nannie,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Adams  of  Athens;  and  Mollie, 
who   n]arried  a  Mr.   AVeaver. 

Dr.  Webster  was  eiuht  years  of  age  when  the  family 
moved  to  Athens,  and  after  getting  a  common  schooling, 
his  first  experience  was  in  working  under  his  father  at 
carpentry,  and  also  at  farming.  He  later  entered  the 
Kentucky  School  of  Medicine  at  Louisville,  where  he 
was  graduated  M.  D.  in  the  class  of  1891.  Beturning  to 
Texas  he  began  his  practice  of  Malakoff,  where  he  re- 
mained and  enjoyed  a  large  and  prosperous  patronage 
until  1907.  In  that  .year  he  moved  to  Athens,  opened 
his  office,  and  has  since  enjoyed  the  best  of  professional 
connections.  In  1900  Dr.  Webster  took  a  post-graduate 
course  in  New  Orleans  Polyclinic.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  County  and  State  Medical  Societies,  and  has 
served  as  president  of  the  Henderson  county  society. 
Through  his  profession  he  has  also  given  some  public 
service,  chiefly  through  the  office  of  health  and  county 
physician.  His  politics  are  revealed  only  when  he  votes 
the  Democratic  ticket.  Dr.  Webster  is  an  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

In  February,  1897,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of 
Dr.  Webster  with  Miss  Mattie  Smith,  a  daughter  of  W. 
0.  Smith,  of  the  mercantile  house  of  Smith  &  Smith  at 
Malakoff  in  Henderson  county.  Mrs.  Webster's  family 
are  old  and  respected  residents  of  this  part  of  Texas. 
The  children  of  the  doctor  and  wife  are  Mary  Belle, 
born  in  1898;  Flora,  born  in  1903;  and  William  Smith, 
born  in  1906.  The  family  home  is  on  Tyler  Street  in 
Athens. 

Frederick  J.  Bitrkey.  Thirteen  years  of  continued 
residence  in  Houston  have  brought  to  Frederick  J. 
Burkey  a  prominence  among  the  more  solid  citizens  of 
the  community  of  which  he  is  well  worthy.  In  these 
years  he  has  been  active  in  the  veterinary  field  and  ivith 
his  son,  Fred  H.  Burkey,  carried  on  a  widespread  prae- 
tice  as  a  veterinary  suro-eon  of  especial  ability.  Though 
a  resident  of  Texas  since  1890,  it  was  not  until  the  year 
of  the  Galveston  disaster  that  he  located  in  Houston,  his 
first  ten  years  in  Texas  being  spent  in  Galveston. 


Mr.  Burkey,  it  should  be  said,  is  a  native  son  of 
Illincjis.  He  was  born  in  Jonesboro,  that  state,  on 
Orti'ber  Ul,  ^'<r,9,  and  is  the  son  of  John  B.  and  Eliza- 
'eili  I  \  Mil  Thierstein)  Burkey,  both  natives  of  Snitzer- 
hiiei,  uIh,  eiiiiie  to  the  United  States  in  about  1859. 
'J'lie.v  iii.ele  tlieir  first  American  home  in  Illinois,  and 
'"'^'iii''  '  Hi/ens  of  genuine  worth.  The  father,  in  fact, 
.y^i^e  Ins  III,,  for  the  best  interests  of  his  adopted 
euiihin,  lor  when  the  war  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  the 
Uuiun  army,  iiiid  later  died  in  Cincinnati  as  a  result  of 
wounds  re.i  iNe.l  al    tlie  battle  of  Fort  Donelson. 

The  l.e\li,Mii|  ut  I'lcdcrick  Burkey  was  one  attended 
by  a  good  many  hanlsliips,  his  orphaned  state  being  an 
unenviable  one,  and  his  early  education  was  of  such  an 
order  as  to  lie  an  almost  negligible  factor.  Of  schooling 
he  had  but  little,  and  it  might  be  said  with  all  propriety 
tliat  be  secured  his  education  in  the  well  known  school 
"f  ••liaid  kiiiirks. "  He  was  not  one  to  submit  easily 
to  tile  ill  wiihU  et'  I'ditiine,  and  it  is  much  to  his  credit 
that  lie  w,iv.  iliieiiyh  \arious  means,  able  to  make  his 
:li  the  cliiiagu  Veterinary  College,  from  which 


he  was  . 
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ii  III-  j^raduation,  Dr.  Burkey  came  to 
almnsi  immediately  in  Galveston,  where 
for  ten  years  be  gave  himself  to  the  work  of  his  pro- 
fession. During  that  time  he  spent  four  years  as  a 
special  student  at  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Texas,  at  Galveston,  devoting  his  studies 
mainly  to  microscopical  work  in  that  institution  and 
furthering  his  professional  efiiciency  greatlv  as  a  result 
thereof.  In  1900,  when  Galveston  was  destroved  by  the 
great  tidal  wave  that  inundated  the  citv.  Dr.  Burkey 
came  out  of  the  disaster  financially  ruined.  Precisely 
speaking,  he  possessed  fifty  cents  in  actual  coin  of  the 
realm  when  he  began  to  look  about  him  after  the  blow 
fell.  Thus  it  was  that  Dr.  Burkey  began  life  over  again 
after  ten  years  of  faithful  work,  but  this  time  he  took 
up  his  professional  labors  in  a  new  field,  Houston  being 
the  city  of  his  choice. 

Dr.  Burkey  has  never  had  occasion  to  regret  his  ili.me 

of  a  new  location,  for  he  has  prospered  -t  lia|.|iil\    ni 

this  city.  He  has  an  excellent  following  in  In-  pn'iie'^- 
sion,  and  is  highly  regarded  among  well  kianvn  veteri- 
nary surgeons  of  the  South. 

Aside  from  his  professional  duties,  Dr.  Burkey  haa 
found  time  to  devote  to  other  affairs,  and  he  is  today 
one  of  the  most  prominent  Masons  in  Texas.  It  is 
worthy  of  mention  that  he  has  gained  his  high  position 
in  the  old  and  honored  order  as  a  result  of  his  actual 
labors  in  the  interests  of  the  society.  For  several  years 
past  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Masonic 
Belief,  and  he  devotes  a  generous  portion  of  his  time  to 
this  work,  which  is  aniong  the  most  important  branches 
of  its  activities.  His  titles  and  ofiices  in  the  Masonic 
order  may  be  briefly  mentioned  as  follows:  Past 
Worshipful  Master  of  Gray  Lodge,  No.  329,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. ;  Past  High  Priest  of  Washington  Chapter,  No. 
2,  B.  A.  M. ;  Past  Eminent  Commander  of  Buthven 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  Past  Wise  Master  of 
Lodge  of  Perfection,  A.  &  A.  S.  E.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  El  Mina  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  and  a 
member  of  Texas  Consistory,  No.  1,  being  a  Mason  of 
the  thirty-second  degree.  His  most  recent  Masonic 
honor  was  conferred  upon  him  on  October  21,  1913, 
when  he  was  appointed  a  Knight  Commander  of  the 
Court  of  Honor  of  the  Supreme  Council,  A.  &  A.  S.  B. 
This  last  honor  is  directly  due  to  the  excellent  work 
Dr.  Burkey  has  done  in  liis  varied  important  Masonic 
conneitiens,  and  comes  as  a  Beward  of  Merit,  as  one 
liii-li'  i>.  It  the  hands  of  his  Masonic  brothers.  As 
^11'  '■  ii-tinetion  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud, 

ai    ;     I.  iiialde  that  he  has   addeii   not   a   little   to 

t!ie   iM  .  II.  urn  s  of  the  manifold  activities  of  the  order 

In  the  year  1877  Dr.  Burkey  was  married  to  Miss 
Anna  Grunert,  who  was  then  a  resident  of  Milwaukee, 
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Q.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  them. 
Emma,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of  F.  M.  Whitman,  a 
resident  of  Houston,  while  Fred  H.  and  Frances  are 
still  members  of  the  family  home  circle.  The  Burkey 
residence  is  maintained  at  1711  Preston  avenue. 

T>.  Leon  Sanders,  M.  D.,  of  Wills  Point,  where  he 
has  been  engaged  in  practice  since  1906,  is  the  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  oldest  famUies  in  the  south, 
members  of  the  family  having  been  identified  witji 
affairs  in  Alabama,  North  Carolina  and  Texaa  for  sev- 
eral generations  past. 

Born  in  Ben  Wheeler,  Texas,  on  October  2,  1871,  Dr. 
Sanders  is  the  son  of  Levi  L.  Sanders,  a  retired  mer- 
chant and  farmer  of  Ben  Wheeler,  himself  the  son  of 
Benjamin  Sanders,  a  blacksmith  of  Jackson  county, 
Alabama.  The  latter  was  killed  by  the  Federals  dur- 
ing the  war  of  the  sixties.  He  was  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina, and  was  the  son  of  an  Irishman  of  that  state,  who 
died  in  Alabama  when  he  was  more  than  one  hundred 
years  of  age.  He  had  two  sons  and  six  daughters,  and 
one  of  his  sons  was  Levi  L.,  the  father  of  Dr.  Sanders 
of  this  review. 

Levi  L.  Sanders  was  born  in  Jackson  county,  Alabama, 
in  1837,  and  he  learned  something  of  blaeksmithing 
from  his  father  while  in  his  youth.  He  became  dissatis- 
fied with  his  home  while  yet  a  mere  boy  and  ran  away, 
thinking  to  better  his  conditions  and  for  a  time  he  was 
employed  on  a  Mississippi  River  Steamboat.  When  he 
reached  Texas  in  1848,  he  found  a  home  with  Eev. 
Nels  King,  of  Eowlett,  Dallas  county,  and  he  stayed 
there  until  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife,  Miss  Susan 
Collins,  who  was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Minerva 
Collins.  Our  subject's  mother  had  three  brothers,  Leon, 
Van  and  Tom,  who  were  Texas  Rangers  and  who  were 
stationed  at  Ft.  Worth  with  Gen.  Worth,  who  was  in 
command  of  the  fort.  Ft.  Worth  being  named  in  honor 
of  him.  And  it  was  through  the  three  brothers'  influ- 
ence that  the  Collins  family  came  to  Texas  in  the  pio- 
neer days,  and  Collin  county  was  named  in  honor  of  some 
of  the  Collins  boys.  Levi  Sanders  was  a  settler  to 
Texas  from  Alabama.  In  Oak  Cliff,  Dallas  county,  he 
established  his  home.  The  town  was  then  in  embryo, 
and  he  opened  a  shop,  engaged  in  blaeksmithing.  and 
continued  there  for  a  few  years.  He  moved  then  to 
Brownsboro,  in  Henderson  county,  going  there  prior  to 
the  war,  and  after  four  years  of  residence  there  he 
joined  the  Confederate  army  as  a  mechanic  in  the  com- 
pany of  Captain  Bridges.  Company  0.  Sixth  Texas  Infan- 
trv  Regiment  in  General  Ross 's  Brigade,  and  he  was  made 
brigade  blacksmith  by  General  Ross.  He  served  through- 
out the  war  without  accident  or  untoward  happening,  and 
when  peace  was  restored  he  returned  to  his  place  at  the 
anvil,  moving  his  shop  to  Ben  Wheeler,  in  Van  Zandt 
countv,  continuing  there  in  his  trade  until  about  1870, 
when  "he  established  himself  in  the  merchandise  business 
in  Ben  Wheeler,  continuing  in  that  enterprise  until  1905. 
During  the  passing  years  he  prospered,  in  whatever  line 
of  business  he  was  engaged  in,  and  he  acquired  con- 
siderable farm  lands  thereabout  and  developed  a  num- 
ber of  fine  farms,  at  the  same  time  engaging  to  a  grreater 
or  less  extent  in  the  business  of  stock  raising.  He  was 
well  in  the  advance  of  his  community  in  the  introduction 
of  blooded  horses  and  cattle  and  in  the  breeding  of  fine 
mules,  as  well,  and  the  influence  he  had  thus  spread 
abroad  over  a  considerable  portion  of  the  country.  He 
has  ever  been  an  active  man  in  the  Methodist  church,  and 
is  a  Master  Mason.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and  as  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war  is  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Con- 
federate Veterans  of  the  South. 

The  first  wife  of  Levi  L.  Sanders  died  in  1877,  and 
she  left  children  as  follows:  Lorenzo  Dow  Sanders,  who 
died  in  Smith  county,  Texas,  in  1899,  leaving  a  familv: 
Henrv  W.,  died  in  Leon  county,  this  state,  also  leaving 
a  family:  'Mrs.  H.  J.  Craft,  of  Canton,  Texas;  Mrs. 
H.    E.    Wallace,    the    wife    of    Dr.    Wallace    of    Ovalo, 


Texas;  B.  Franklin,  a  resident  of  Ben  Wheeler,  Texas; 
Josiah,  who  died  unmarried;  Dr.  Leon,  of  this  review; 
Mrs.  T.  C.  Sharp,  of  Leon  county,  Texas;  Levi  S.  died 
young,  and  James  F.,  a  merchant  of  Ben  Wheeler,  Texas. 
Later  in  life  Mr.  Sanders  married  Fannie  Smith,  the 
daughter  of  Nick  Smith,  a  German  resident  of  Ben 
Wheeler,  and  their  children  are  Morgan  G.,  county  at- 
torney of  Van  Zandt  county,  and  Grace;  the  wife  of 
Henry  Gates,  a  farmer  of  Van  Zandt  county. 

Dr.  Leon  Sanders  was  born  in  Ben  Wheeler,  Texas, 
on  October  2,  1871.  When  he  had  finished  the  common 
schools  he  studied  in  Alamo  Institute,  and  then  took  a 
course  in  Transylvania  University,  being  graduated 
therefrom  with  the  degree  of  B.  "S.  He  entered  the 
Kentucky  School  of  Medicine  at  Louisville  and  was 
graduated  there  in  1894,  after  which  he  spent  two  years 
in  school  teaching  in  the  country  schools  of  Van  Zandt 
county.  When  he  was  ready  for  medical  practice  he 
located  at  Edom,  and  he  came  to  Wills  Point  in  1906, 
where  he  has  since  continued.  Since  his  graduation  Dr. 
Sanders  has  taken  four  post  graduate  courses  in  the  New 
Orleans  Polyclinic.  He  is  a  member  of  the  County  and 
State  Medical  Societies  and  the  North  Texas  and  the 
Southern  Medical  Associations,  and  is  secretary  of  the 
county  society. 

Dr.  Sanders  is  a  Mason,  with  affiliation  in  the  junior 
orders,  and  he  is  a  Pythian  Knight  and  a  member  of 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

The  Doctor  has  been  twice  married.  He  was  married 
first  on  July  5,  1893,  in  Van  Zandt  county,  to  Miss  Alice 
Gray,  whose  father  was  Dr.  A.  J.  Gray.  She  died  in 
1907,  leaving  three  small  daughters — Constance,  Blanche 
and  Mary  Lee.  On  June  30,  1909,  Dr.  Sanders  mar- 
ried Miss  LaNear  Aldridge,  a  daughter  of  John  H. 
Aldridge,  of  Weatherford,  Texas.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren. Dr.  Sanders  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church, 
and  has  for  years  been  a  member  of  the  Texas  State 
Historical  Association,  and  is  a  member  of  The  National 
Geographical  Society. 

Hon.  Edwin  J.  Mantooth.  It  is  rare  indeed  that 
nature,  in  the  distribution  of  her  gifts,  favors  an  in- 
dividual with  so  many  and  varied  talents  as  are  possessed 
by  Judge  Edwin  J.  Mantooth,  of  Lufkin.  Well  known 
in  financial  affairs  as  vice-president  of  the  Lufkin  Na- 
tional Bank,  prominent  in  industrial  and  commercial 
concerns  of  this  city  and  at  times  the  incumbent  of  high 
official  position,  he  is  one  of  his  community's  men  of 
power  and  influence.  Also  for  many  years  he  has  been 
known  as  one  of  this  section's  most  distinguished  legists, 
is  dean  of  all  the  attorneys  of  Angelina  county,  and  be- 
cause of  his  long  connection  with  the  bar  and  with  those 
movements  and  measures  which  have  had  a  direct  bear- 
ing upon  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  this  region,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  an  individual  who  has  a  more 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  events  which  have  shaped 
its  history  and  the  men  who  have  promoted  its  progress. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  Texas  since  1857,  and  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  Mantooth  who  brought  his  family  hither 
from  Tennessee,  made  the  journey  by  wagon,  crossed 
the  Mississippi  river  at  Natchez  and  located  first  on  the 
Neches  river  in  Angelina  county.  He  was  a  cattle  man 
and  small  farmer  and  soon  located  at  Homer,  then  the 
county  seat  of  Angelina,  where  he  died  in  1865. 

Thomas  Mantooth  was  born  in  North  Carolina  Febru- 
ary, 1811,  and  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Mantooth,  who 
died  in  the  Old  North  state.  He  acquired  little  more 
than  the  elemental  principles  of  an  education,  rather 
shunned  public  appearance,  but  was  induced  to  accept 
the  office  of  probate  judge.  He  opposed  secession  until 
Texas  left  the  Union,'  when  he  lent  his  moral  aid  to  the 
cause  of  the  South.  He  possessed  strong  personal  con- 
victions, expressed  them  rather  decidedly  but  with  con- 
sideration for  the  feelings  of  others  and  was  a  man  of 
wide  popiilarity.  He  was  of  Scotch  blood  and  was,  it 
"of   colonial   ancestry.      In    his   family   rela- 
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tions,  Thomas  ilantootli,  Jr.,  marrieil  first  Mary 
Sisk,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  followiny 
children:  Albert,  who  died  in  Lufkin  in  1899  and  left 
a  family;  Eveline,  who  married  Austin  Vinson  and  died 
here  in  1S93;  John,  who  passed  away  in  1859,  unmar- 
ried; and  Calvin,  who  is  a  retired  merchant  and  an  ex- 
Confederate  soldier  and  resides  at  Lufkin.  For  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Mantootji  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia 
Dillon,  a  Tennessee  woman  and  of  Irish  blood.  She 
was  born  in  1829  and  she  and  her  husband  and  a  young 
daughter  passed  away  at  the  same  time  as  a  result  of 
poison  administered  to  them  by  a  quack  doctor  of  the 
community,  who,  however,  had  no  intention  of  commit- 
ting a  crime.  Of  their  eight  children,  seven  grew  up, 
namely:  Lafayette,  a  prominent  physician  and  surgeon, 
who  died  in  1911,  at  Lufkin,  leaving  a  family;  Edwin 
J.,  of  this  review;  W.  Blackburn,  who  passed  away  here 
in  1901  and  left  children;  Florence,  who  is  Mrs.  "W. 
H.  Bonner,  of  Lufkin ;  Hester,  who  married  B.  L.  Mc- 
Pherson,  of  Lufkin;  and  Thomas  C,  ex-sheriff  of  Ange- 
lina county,  who  also  is  a  resident  of  this  community. 

Edwin  j.  Mantooth  was  born  in  Cocke  county,  Ten- 
nessee, April  10,  1852,  and  was  educated  in  the  rural 
schools.  His  youth  was  passed  as  a  farmer  and  at 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  took  a  clerkship  at  Homer  with 
a  dry  goods  house.  As  a  further  preparation  for  life  he 
subsequently  attended  an  academy  at  Pennington,  Trin- 
ity county,  Texas,  and  made  his  law  preparation  in  Cum- 
berland University,  Lebanon,  Tennessee,  where  he  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of   1879. 

Mr.  Mantooth  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Homer  dur- 
ing that  same  year  by  Judge  Wood,  and  upon  the 
recommendation  of  his  examining  committee,  composed 
of  Judge  E.  H.  Guinn,  Judge  Sam  A.  Wilson,  H.  G. 
Lane  and  E.  E.  Borden.  He  was  elected  county  attor- 
ney immediately  and  tried  his  first  important  case  in 
court  as  the  incumbent  of  that  position.  He  declined  a 
second  term  and  entered  the  practice  alone,  and,  save 
for  his  present  professional  association,  and  his  partner- 
ship with  W.  J.  Townsend,  he  has  practiced  his  calling 
alone.  He  is  now  senior  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Mantooth  &  Collins,  and  his  practice  for  years  has  been 
largely  in  land  and  corporations  and  in  closing  up 
estates  of  deceased  persons,  several  of  which  he  has 
handled  as  executor  without  bond  and  which  have  in- 
volved property  worth  from  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  to  two  and  one-half  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Mantooth  "s  business  connections  are  extensive 
and  varied.  He  owns  a  majority  of  the  stock  of  the 
Lufkin  Telephone  Company,  which  he  promoted;  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Lufkin  National  Bank,  and 
has  been  its  vice-president  and  a  member  of  its  direct- 
ing board  ever  since;  is  a  stockholder  of  several  lumber 
mills  of  the  county  and  is  general  counsel  for  all  of 
them,  and  his  contributions  to  the  building  interests  of 
Lufkin  have  been  large,  including  his  personal  residence 
on  Eaguet  street.  Here  his  grounds  are  the  largest  of 
any  private  home  in  Lufkin,  and  in  addition  he  holds 
much  other  valuable  real  estate  in  the  city. 

Among  his  early  appearances  in  politics  was  as  a  dele- 
gate in  the  convention  that  named  Horace  Chilton  over 
W.  E.  Herndon  for  delegate  to  the  National  Democratic 
Convention.  He  was  sUo  a  delegate  to  the  state  conven- 
tion that  nominated  Hogg  for  attorney  general,  and 
to  the  convention  that  nominated  Throckmorton,  Hub- 
bard and  Hogg  for  governor  and  supported  the  latter 
all  through  his  political  campaigns.  In  the  state-wide 
movement  of  1887,  Judge  Mantooth  was  in  the  campaign 
for  prohibition  and  has  been  more  or  less  connected  with 
the  battles  for  temperance  in  the  state  ever  since.  He  is 
not  connected  with  any  fraternal  order,  but  is  a  member 
of  the  Christian  church,  and  has  been  liberal  in  its  sup- 
port. 

On  May  31,  1874,  Judge  Mantooth  was  married  at 
Ijufkin  to  Miss  Callie  Watson,  a  daughter  of  David  and 
Jean   (Clark)   Watson.     Mr.  Watson  came  to  Texas  be- 


fore the  outbreak  of  the  war  between  the  South  and  the 
North,  from  Mississippi.  He  spent  his  life  as  a  farmer, 
and  reared  only  one  child.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Mantooth 
have  had  these  children:  Louis  P.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty  years,  leaving  four  children  by  his  wife,  who 
had  been  Lela  Bonner;  Edwin  Wood,  M.  D.,  a  graduate 
of  Tulane  University,  who  died  in  1910,  at  the  age  of 
twenty -eight  years;  Dell,  who  is  the  wife  of  W.  E. 
Lanter,  of  Orange,  Texas;  Winnie,  now  Mrs.  G.  W. 
ShotweU,  a  merchant  of  Lufkin;  Milton,  of  this  cityj 
Chloe,  the  wife  of  C.  B.  Collins,  law  partner  of  Judge 
Mantooth;  Cleo,  who  married  Kester  Denman,  a  suc- 
cessful practicing  lawyer  of  Lufkin;  Winifred,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years;  and  Misses  Bobbie  and 
Mollie,  who  make  their  home  with  their  parents. 

John  Hdmpheis.  The  real  estate  business  of  Presidio 
county  and  Marfa  has  no  more  enterprising  business 
man  than  John  Humphris,  who  does  a  general  business 
in  real  estate,  but  does  not  confine  his  attention  to  brok- 
erage and  handles  a  large  amount  of  his  own  property. 
One  of  the  old  residents  of  this  section  of  the  state, 
although  he  is  himself  not  an  old  man,  but  rather  be- 
longs to  the  progressive  and  vigorous  young  generation 
of  men  who  are  doing  big  things  in  this  part  of  the  state. 

John  Humphris  is  a  native  of  England,  where  he  was 
born  December  23,  1868.  His  parents  were  John  and 
Mary  (Walker)  Humphris,  both  natives  of  England. 
The  father  came  to  Texas  about  1871  and  was  engaged 
in  the  live  stock  and  mercantile  business  for  many  years, 
his  name  being  prominently  associated  with  business  af- 
fairs in  Marfa.  He  took  considerable  interest  in  politics 
and  was  at  one  time  sheriff  of  Duval  county.  He  was 
an  active  member  also  of  the  Episcopal  church,  as  is  his 
wife,  who  now  makes  her  home  in  Marfa.  The  father 
died  in  1900  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  There  were 
five  children  in  the  family,  John,  being  the  oldest. 

The  first  settlement  of  the  family  after  arriving  in 
the  United  States  was  in  Maryland,  where  John  Hum- 
phris attained  to  the  age  of  eight  years,  and  then  accom- 
panied the  family  to  Texas  in  1874.  He  has  now  been 
a  resident  of  this  state  for  nearly  forty  years.  The 
first  home  selected  by  the  parents  was  at  Corpus  Christi, 
where  they  lived  for  about  five  years,  thence  removed  to 
Duval  county,  where  their  home  was  for  another  five 
years  and  thence  to  Maverick  county,  and  finallv  in 
1SS3  to  Presidio  county.  The  early  education  of  Mr. 
.Tohn  Humphris  was  as  the  result  of  private  instruction 
from  his  mother,  who  was  a  woman  of  unusual  intelli- 
gence and  great  strength  of  mind  and  soul.  Suhse- 
quently  he  studied  in  the  public  schools,  and  had  a 
high  school  course  in  San  Antonio  and  a  training  in  a 
business  college.  When  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age  he 
left  school,  and  attained  his  first  position  which"  paid 
him  regular  wages,  as  manager  of  the  Commissary  on 
a  sheep  ranch.  Subsequent  to  this  he  worked  in  a  mer- 
cantile establishment  and  continued  in  this  way  for 
about  twenty  years.  During  part  of  this  time  he  was 
manager  of  the  Shafter  store,  and  subsequently  cashier 
of  the  Marfa  establishment.  In  1908  he  resigned  and 
established  his  own  office  in  the  general  real  estate, 
abstract  and  insurance  business,  and  his  deals  cover  a 
wide  scope  of  country  in  this  part  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Humphris  has  a  family  of  five  children,  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  named  Herbert,  Hester.  Mav.  Oren 
and  Eobert.  The  family  worship  in  the  Episcopal 
church  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  He 
is  also  an  active  worker  in  the  Marfa  Commercial  Club. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Prohibitionist  though  he  takes  no 
active  part  in  party  affairs.  In  the  list  of  countv  offi- 
cers of  Presidio  county,  Mr.  Humphris'  name  is  'found 
opposite  the  office  of  county  treasurer,  in  which  he  served 
for  one  term.  He  is  a  snj.iHirl.T  of  the  wholesome  out- 
door sports,  particiilnrly  ,.f  li:i^,'-liall,  anrl  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  having  plnyod  on  tli.-  lirsf  hasp-ball  team  organ- 
ized in  Marfa.     His  tasti's  .-ilsr,  run  to  music  and  gen- 
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eral  literature,  and  he  bas  bad  a  wholesome  well-rounded 
development  of  character  which  enables  him  to  sym- 
pathize with  and  take  an  interest  in  all  the  activities 
of  his  community. 

Dr.  Marion  E.  Mahon.  In  ilarfa  and  Presidio 
county  the  best  medical  practice  is  that  possessed  by  Dr. 
Mahon,  who  has  been  identified  with  this  locality  since 
1906,  and  in  that  time  has  built  up  a  splendid  business 
professionally  and  has  acquired  a  foremost  place  in  the 
civic  life  of  this  town  and  county. 

Marion  E.  Mahon  was  born  in  Gonzales  county,  Texas, 
September  1,  1868,  representing  one  of  the  old  families 
in  that  section.  All  his  life  has  been  spent  in  Texas,  and 
for  his  earlv  education  he  attended  private  schools. 
His  career  has  been  one  of  self -advancement  and  he 
made  his  way  from  boyhood  and  followed  different  lines 
of  work  in  order  to  pay  for  his  medical  education.  After 
leaving  high  school,  lie  attended  Trinity  University  at 
Waxahachie,  where  he  was  a  student  for  three  years. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  became  clerk  in  a  merchandise 
house.  While  a  student  in  Trinity,  and  also  while  work- 
ing in  the  store,  he  pursued  his  medical  studies  and 
during  four  years  of  mercantile  experience  he  was  very 
thrifty  and  saved  his  money  to  enable  him  to  continue 
his  professional  preparation  in  medical  college.  Then 
in  1905  he  came  out  to  Marfa  and  opened  his  office  and 
soon  attained  his  first  cases.  Dr.  Mahon  has  a  person- 
ality in  whom  people  naturally  repose  great  confidence, 
and  his  oft-quested  ability  as  a  physician  has  won  him 
rapid  advancement  and  as  already  mentioned  he  un- 
doubtedly enjoys  the  best  practice  in  this  section  of  the 
state.  Dr.  Mahon  has  been  twice  married.  At  Cuero, 
Texas,  he  married  Miss  Alice  L.  Heard,  who  died  in 
1903.  His  second  marriage  occurred  at  Austin  in  1907 
to  Miss  Lena  Bishop.  His  four  children  are  all  by  his 
first  wife,  and  are  named:  Mabel  C,  Willie  Mae,  Alice 
L.,  and  Eldnar,  all  being  daughters.  The  doctor  and 
Mrs.  Mahon  are  both  active  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  he  is  affiliated  with  Masonry  in  the  Bine 
Lodge  and  Chapter  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World.  As  a  public  spirited  citizen  he  has 
membership  in  the  Jlarfa  Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  a 
Democrat  though  not  active  in  party  affairs  and  since 
1908  has  been  county  health  officer  for  Presidio  county. 
For  the  past  six  years  he  has  also  served  as  local  and 
examining  surgeon  for  the  Southern  Pacific  Eailway  at 
Marfa.  Each  year  Dr.  Mahon  takes  a  trip  for  hunting 
and  recuperation  in  the  splendid  outdoor  country  of 
western  Texas.  Among  the  various  classes  of  amuse- 
ment and  entertainments  he  enjoys  particularly  a  good 
speech  or  lecture. 

Dr.  Mahon 's  father  was  William  T.  Mahon,  who  was 
born  in  VirgiiJia,  and  came  to  Texas  when  a  boy  of  six- 
teen, and  in  1861  entered  the  Confederate  army  serving 
as  a  loyal  soldier  of  the  South  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end'of  the  war.  He  also  saw  much  service  as  a  Texas 
ranger,  belonging  to  that  intrepid  force  of  citizen  sol- 
diery for  a  numlier  of  years.  Stock  raising  and  gen- 
eral farming  were  the  business  occupations  to  which  he 
devoted  his  attention  with  much  success.  He  was  a 
member  and  deacon  in  the  Presbyterian  church  and  died 
in  1909  at  the  age  of  seventy  a  good  Christian  gentle- 
man. He  is  buried  in  Gonzales  county.  His  wife's 
maiden  name  was  Mattie  Eandle,  who  was  born  in  Texas, 
where  she  married,  and  she  now  resides  at  the  old  home 
in  Gonzales  county.  She  is  also  an  active  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  There  were  three  children  in 
the  family,  all  sons,  the  doctor  being  the  oldest  and  the 
other  two  named  as  follows:  William  E.  JIahon,  who  is 
a  rancher  and  makes  his  home  in  the  doctor's  family  at 
Marfa;  and  Ernest  Cliston,  who  runs  the  old  home  ranch 
in  Gonzales  county. 

William  H.  Monday,  M.  D.  One  of  the  most  prom- 
inent   surgeons    in    the    state    of    Texas,    William    II. 


Monday  is  widely  known  throughout  this  region,  his 
home  being  in  Terrell,  Texas.  Dr.  Monday  has  been  a 
practicing  physician  for  the  past  forty-two  years  in 
Kaufman  county,  and  each  year  has  seen  not  only  an 
increase  in  his  clientele  but  the  winning  of  more  friends. 
He  has  been  prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  city 
in  which  he  has  made  his  home  for  so  long,  and  being 
a  student  and  by  nature  progressive  he  has  had  a  strong 
influence  in  shaping  the  civic  and  political  life  of  the 
community.  Dr.  Monday  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  con- 
tinued prosperity  of  this  section  of  the  state  and  his 
belief  in  its  prosperity  is  shown  by  his  ownership  of 
farm  lands. 

William  H.  Monday  was  born  in  Tennessee,  in  Law- 
rence county,  on  the  27th  of  April,  1843.  His  father, 
who  was  born  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  in  1816,  was  the 
son  of  William  Monday.  He  came  to  Texas  with  his 
family  in  1857  and  settled  in  Houston  county.  He  was 
a  slave  owner  and  a  plain,  practical  man,  typical  of  the 
antebellum  school,  a  man  of  limited  education  but  a 
successful  farmer.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  belonged  to  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  being  a  Master  Mason.  He  died  in  Kaufman 
county,  Texas,  in  1885,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  in 
South  Carolina  in  1818,  died  near  Terrell,  Texas,  in 
1878.  Seven  sons  and  two  daughters  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Monday,  of  whom  Dr.  Monday  was  the  third 
in  order  of  birth.  The  eldest,  Isaphine,  married  J.  C. 
Cantrell  and  resides  in  Swisher  county,  Texas;  Columbus 
M.  died  at  Lovelady,  Texas,  having  served  in  General 
Walker's  division  of  the  Confederate  army  and  after- 
wards living  as  a  farmer  until  his  death.  He  married 
Cornelia  Ellis.  William  H.  is  the  next.  John  C.  was 
graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  Tulane  Uni- 
versity, married  Louise  Smart,  of  Louisiana,  and  was 
practicing  medicine  in  San  Antonio  when  he  died. 
F.  M.  Monday  is  a  merchant  of  Temple,  Texas,  and  is 
married.  Josie  married  Joe  MeCurdy  for  her  first 
husband,  but  is  now  the  wife  of  Eufus  Braught,  of 
Phoenix,  Arizona.  J.  O.  Monday  is  a  banker,  merchant 
and  capitalist  of  Houston,  Texas.  Lonnie  A.,  who  was 
a  farmer,  married  Willie  Duesse  and  is  now  dead. 
Harvey  D.,  the  youngest,  married  Mattie  Gray  and  is 
also  dead. 

William  H.  Monday  received  a  limited  education  in 
Harden  county,  Tennessee,  and  came  to  Houston  county, 
Texas,  in  1858  with  his  parents,  but  left  that  locality 
to  enter  the  ranks  of  the  Confederate  army  with  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  He  became  a  member  of 
Company  "1,"  of  the  Fourth  Texas  Volunteers,  which 
was  under  the  command  of  Captain  D.  A.  Nunn,  of 
Crockett,  and  Colonel  James  Eiley,  of  Nacogdoches. 
The  command  rendezvoused  at  San  Antonio  and  then 
went  to  the  frontier  in  New  Mexico,  to  serve  under 
General  Sibley.  After  some  time  in  the  territories,  dur- 
ing which  the  battles  of  Val  A'erde  and  Glorietta  were 
fought,  the  army  came  back  to  Texas  and  the  Fourth 
Eegiment  took  part  in  the  recapture  of  Galveston,  then 
went  into  the  Bed  Eiver  country  and  became  part  of 
the  gallant  little  force  that  opposed  General  Banks' 
arm  '       "  ~    ,   ^ 


tool; 


n  the  famous  Eed  Eiver  campaign.  Dr.  Monday 
in  :i  number  of  battles,  among  them  being 
M:ll!^ll.■l.l.  Pleasant  Hill  and  Yellow  Bayou,  the 
la^^t  iiani.'d  li.iii!,'  the  last  important  engagement  in 
whi.-h  the  .In.toi  had  a  share.  He  was  third  lieutenant 
of  his  companv  during  the  last  eighteen  months  of  his 
service  and  held  that  office  when  the  command  was  dis- 
banded at  Mosley's  Ferry  on  the  banks  of  the  Brazos 
river  in  May,  1865. 

After  the  war  Dr.  Monday  took  up  his  studies  again 
in  the  Eockwell  High  School  and  after  completing  his 
literary  course  there  entered  the  medical  department  of 
Louisiana  University,  the  Tulane  University  of  today, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1871.  He  then  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Johnson  Point, 
Kaufman  county,  "  ""  '""'  "'"^''         "' 


"Abner,  Texas,  but  only  remained 
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there  a  year  and  then  he  came  to  College  Mound  neigh- 
borhood, near  Terrell,  Texas,  where  he  located.  Here 
he  engaged  in  farming  as  well  as  in  the  practice  of 
medicine,  taking  a  keen  interest  in  the  developing  and 
improving  of  the  farm  on  which  he  located.  After  many 
years  of  this  life,  he  found  that  he  would  have  to  aban- 
don farming  or  medicine  and  since  his  heart  was  in  his 
medical  work  he  gave  up  farming  to  devote  himself 
wholly  to  his  profession,  and  this  necessitated  his  mov- 
ing to  Terrell.  He  still  owns  the  old  home  and  also  is 
the  owner  of  two  other  farms  in  this  section.  Since 
coming  to  Terrell  his  practice  has  grown  in  size  and  he 
has  met  with  continued  success.  Dr.  Monday  has  kept 
clo.'iely  in  touch  wuth  the  advance  in  his  profession, 
taking  a  post-graduate  course  in  the  medical  department 
of  Tulane  in  1893  and  another  in  1912,  and  thus  being 
enabled  to  give  his  patients  the  benefit  of  the  latest 
scientific  discoveries  and  methods.  In  18S8  Dr.  Monday 
was  made  local  surgeon  for  the  Texas  &  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  and  has  held  this  position  ever  since.  He  was 
later  appointed  local  surgeon  for  the  Houston  &  Texas 
Central  Eailroad,  and  when  this  corporation  was  trans- 
formed into  the  Texas  Midland  he  was  made  local 
surgeon  of  the  latter  road.  In  1893  this  railroad  ap- 
pointed him  chief  surgeon  and  he  has  held  this  respon- 
sible position  since  that  time. 

Dr.  Monday  is  a  member  and  an  Ex-President  of  the 
Kaufman  County  Medical  Society  and  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Society.  For  a  time  he  held 
membership  in  the  National  Railway  Surgeons'  Asso- 
ciation and  he  was  president  of  the  Texas  Railway 
Surgeons '  Association.  His  only  ,  fraternal  allegiance  is 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  he  is  a  trustee  of  the 
local  lodge. 

In  religious  matters  Dr.  Monday  holds  allegiance  to 
no  one  creed.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club 
and  has  rendered  valuable  services  to  the  city  through 
his  chairmanship  of  the  educational  committee  and  as 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  club.  He  has  always  taken 
a  very  active  part  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  general  public,  especially  in  educational 
matters.  He  has  served  on  the  common  council  of  the 
city  and  for  a  long  term  of  fifteen  years  was  a  member 
of  its  educational  board,  during  which  time  he  was 
president,  and  influential  in  all  questions  of  education. 
He  has  always  been  a  man  of  wide  and  deep  thought 
and  when  the  matter  of  a  commission  for  Terrell  was 
being  agitated  Dr.  Monday  was  one  of  the  foremost  men 
in  urging  this  departure  from  old  ways.  He  was  made 
chairman  of  the  committee  that  framed  the  charter  and 
was  active  in  seeing  the  charter  put  into  service.  In 
politics  Dr.  Monday  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
part}-.  He  has  served  as  one  of  the  medical  examiners 
of  his  judicial  district  by  appointment  of  Judge  Rainey. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  1873,  Dr.  Monday  married 
in  Anderson  county,  Texas,  Miss  Mollie  J.  Hamlett,  a 
daughter  of  William  J.  Ilamlett.  She  was  born  in 
Shelby  county,  Texas,  and  died  in  1883.  Three  children 
were  born  of  this  marriage.  The  eldest  of  these,  Dr.  H. 
Albert  Monday,  married  Miss  Essie  Duvall,  and  is  a 
physician  and  mining  man  of  Taviche,  in  the  state  of 
Oaxata,  Mexico,  being  one  of  the  successful  and  promi- 
nent   A licaus    in    the    Mexican    republic.     Charles    B. 

Miiii(l:iy,  till'  sivoud  son,  is  a  lumberman  of  Marlin, 
TeN.i^.  lie  iiKiiried  Miss  Hannah  Miller,  of  Lake 
Charles,  Lmiisiaiia,  and  they  have  two  daughters,  Louise 
and  Syliil.  Jewell  Monday,  the  youngest  child,  became 
the  wife  of  Paul  Wooten,  of  New  Orleans.  Dr.  Monday 
married  again  in  1883,  his  wife  being  Miss  Willie  N. 
Roberson,  of  Cherokee  county,  Texas,  and  they  have  five 
children,  namely,  Mollie,  Netta,  William  Luther,  Nellie 
and  Raymond.  Mollie  married  J.  H.  Waters,  of  Terrell, 
Texas,  employed  by  the  Texas  Midland  Railroad. 

Benjamin  Fkanklin  Berkeley,  M.-  D.  Out  in  west 
Texas,  at  Alpine,  resides  a  Texan  who  is  one  of  the  vital 


factors  in  the  industrial  and  civic  affairs  of  his  state. 
Locally,  Dr.  Berkeley  is  a  successful  physician  and 
banker,  but  has  become  known  all  over  the  state  as  an 
advocate  and  practical  worker  for  various  lines  of  civic 
reform,  and  more  especially,  perhaps,  as  president  of  the 
Texas  Dry  Farming  Congress. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Berkeley  is  a  native  of  Mercer 
county,  Kentucky,  where  he  was  born  February  2nd,  1875. 
He  attended  the  common  schools  of  his  native  state; 
then  was  in  high  school,  and  later  in  the  Hoggsetts 
Academy,  at  Harrodsburg,  Kentucky.  He  was  a  student 
at  Transylvania  University,  in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  and 
soon  afterwards  came  out  to  Texas,  spending  about  a 
year  in  Sutton  county.  He  then  entered  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  at  San  Francisco,  California, 
where  he  was  graduated  M.  D.  in  19u2.  Immediately 
after  his  graduation  he  located  at  Alpine,  where  he  has 
enjoyed  a  large  practice  in  medicine. 

The  Alpine  State  Bank  was  organized  in  1907,  and  a 
little  later  Dr.  Berkeley  became  a  member  of  its  board 
of  directors.  In  1911  he  was  chosen  jjresident,  and  has 
directed  the  affairs  of  this  substantial  financial  institu- 
tion to  the  present  time.  In  the  line  of  his  profession,  he 
is  local  surgeon  for  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway,  and, 
while  his  private  practice  is  of  a  general  nature,  he  is 
recognized  as  probably  the  ablest  surgeon  in  Brewster 
county. 

Dr.  Berkeley  was  married  at  Tucson,  Arizona,  Febru- 
ary 2,  1903,  to  Miss  Clara  Louise  Dugat,  a  daughter  of 
C.  C.  Dugat,  who,  with  his  wife,  is  now  a  resident  of  Al- 
pine, Texas.  A  son  and  daughter  comprise  the  home 
circle  of  Dr.  Berkeley  and  wife,  the  names  of  the  chil- 
dren being  Ralph  Gordon  and  Frances  Louise  Berkeley. 
The  family  worship  in  the  Christian  church,  of  which  the 
doctor  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees.  His  fra- 
ternal affiliations  are  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  he  has 
filled  all  the  chairs  in  the  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  at 
the  present  time  is  deputy  district  grand  master.  He  is 
an  ex-president  of  the  Alpine  Commercial  Club  and  now 
a  member  of  its  executive  committee.  In  polities,  is 
a  Democrat.  He  is  a  man  of  wide  reading  and  broad 
information  on  political  questions  and  events,  and,  while 
not  in  practical  party  politics  himself,  is  an  influential 
factor  in  local  good  government,  and  also  in  the  public 
afliairs  of  the  state.  His  favorite  recreations  are  tennis 
and  hunting,  and  he  also  enjoys  the  social  amusements 
and  the  pleasures  afforded  by  his  private  library. 

Dr.  Berkeley  has  for  some  years  been  a  well-known 
speaker  at  various  conventions,  press  associations,  and 
large  farming  congresses,  and,  by  reason  of  his  thorough 
study  and  practical  knowledge,  is  always  listened  to  with 
close  attention  by  his  audience.  In  May,  1913,  he  deliv- 
ered the  address  of  welcome  at  Galveston  in  the  annual 
convention  of  the  Texas  Bankers  Association,  and  on 
February,  17,  1912,  at  Del  Rio,  before  the  Ballot  Puri- 
fication League  of  Texas  he  delivered  an  address  on  that 
specific  subject,  of  ballot  purification,  which  made  an  un- 
usual impression,  not  only  on  the  audience,  but  through- 
out the  state  at  large,  following  the  general  publication 
of  the  address  in  the  newspapers  all  over  the  state.  Dr. 
Berkeley  thoroughly  believes  in  the  great  destiny  of 
Texas,  and  points  to  its  geographical  location,  its  varied 
resources,  its  immense  area,  and  the  general  fertility  of 
the  soil  as  reasons  for  his  confidence  that  Texas  is  and 
will  always  be  the  greatest  state  of  the  American  Union. 

Hal  C.  Dunb.ar.  Although  till  a  young  man,  and  one 
whose  subjective  modesty  has  made  him  refrain  from 
flu  i-'iii^  1,  in.rlf  into  the  limelight,  Hal  C.  Dunbar  has 
-'  '    -  .i.tivities  that  his  career  has  been  one  of 

sijiii  I  I  >ss  to  his  community.  He  has  been  con- 
iM  .  '.  i  i\  li  ill,,  .-ounty  tax  collector's  office  of  Henderson 
county  for  a  number  of  years,  and  his  management  of 
the  affairs  of  his  responsible  position  is  vindicating  the 
confidence   reposed   in   him  by  his   fellow   citizens.     Mr. 
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Dunbar  is  a  native  of  the  Prairie  State,  having  been  born 
in  Greene  county,  niiiiois,  January  28,  1882,  and  came 
to  Texas  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  locating  at  Palestine, 
Anderson  county,  where  his  father,  the  late  Peter  Dun- 
bar, was  a  conductor  on  the  I.  &  C.  N.  Eailroad. 

Peter  Dunbar  was  born  near  the  city  of  Dublin,  Ire- 
land, in  October,  1849,  and  was  five  years  of  age  when  he 
left  his  native  Erin  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  the 
United  States.  He  was  one  of  five  children,  three  of 
whom  are  milliners,  now  located  in  Indiana,  while  the 
other  is  a  brother,  Charles  Dunbar  of  Buffalo,  New 
York.  Peter  Dunbar  grew  to  manhood  in  Indiana,  and 
in  his  youth  received  only  limited  educational  advantages, 
as  the  family  was  in  modest  circumstances  and  his  as- 
sistance was  needed  in  the  family  support.  He  early 
chose  railroading  as  his  field  of  endeavor,  and  some  time 
prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war  between  the  North  and 
South  came  to  the  Lone  Star  State  and  secured  employ- 
ment with  the  I.  &  G.  N.  Eailroad  at  Palestine.  Some 
years  later  he  went  to  Hlinois  and  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Chicago  &  Alton  Eailroad  at  Eoodhouse.  While 
there,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Hud- 
son, and  to  this  union  there  were  born  two  children : 
Minnie,  who  became  the  wife  of  C.  L.  Murff  of  Athens, 
Texas,  and  Hal  C.  Hi  1892  Peter  Dunbar  resumed  his 
connection  with  the  I.  &  G.  N.  at  Palestine,  Texas,  and 
ten  years  later,  after  thirty-nine  and  one-half  years  of 
railroad  service,  retired  from  all  work,  came  to  Athens, 
and  here  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  1912. 
His  widow,  who  survives  him,  still  lives  at  Athens,  where 
she  has  a  wide  acquaintance. 

Hal  C.  Dunbar  commenced  his  educational  training  in 
the  public  schools  of  Greene  county,  Illinois,  and  con- 
tinued them  in  Palestine,  Texas.  It  was  the  ambition  of 
his  father  that  he  become  a  civil  engineer,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly entered  the  University  of  Texas,  at  Austin, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  the  engineering  course  when 
but  twenty  years  of  age.  Following  this,  he  secured  a  po- 
sition in  the  civil  engineering  department  of  the  Southern 
Pacific  Eailway,  and,  after  four  years  spent  in  doing 
special  engineering  work  with  the  Houston  &  Texas  Cen- 
tral Eailway,  abandoned  his  profession  and  came  to 
Athens.  Here  he  entered  public  life  as  a  deputy  to  Tax 
Collector  A.  C.  Hart,  whom  he  served  five  years,  suc- 
ceeding which  he  acted  in  a  like  capacity  during  the  term 
of  Hart's  successor,  A.  Scott.  Feeling  himself  qualified 
for  the  duties  of  tax  collector  of  Henderson  county,  Mr. 
Dunbar  then  entered  the  race  on  his  own  account.  His 
political  belief  was  in  accord  with  that  of  the  dominant 
party  of  Texas,  and,  despite  the  fact  that  he  bad  four 
competitors,  he  won  the  in.niinntiiin  in  the  first  primary 
with  318  more  votes  tluin  tlic  n|i|i(isition  combined.  All 
along  the  line  of  his  dulics  Mr.  |)iiiibar  has  shown  him- 
self able,  faithful,  and  i-diisiii-nl  i(,iis,  and,  as  the  past  is 
generally  conceded  to  be  a  fairly  good  criterion  of  the 
future,  it  is  reasonably  safe  to  predict  that  he  will  prove 
one  of  the  most  capable  and  popular  officials  who  has 
yet  filled  the  county  tax  collector's  office.  His  courteous, 
obliging  nature  has  won  him  numerous  friends  in  the 
county  among  all  classes  and  political  parties. 

Mr.  Dunbar  was  married  at  Athens,  Texas,  August  22, 
1909,  to  Miss  Winifred  Larkin,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Percy 
Larkin  of  this  city.     They  have  had  no  children. 

EUAS  Bakry.  The  Fort  Stockton  Pioneer,  of  which 
Mr.  Barry  is  editor  and  publisher,  is  one  of  the  best  ed- 
ited and  best  written  papers  in  the  state.  The  character 
of  its  news  and  editorial  column  and  the  influence  of 
its  contents  rank  the  paper  far  above  the  position  usually 
occupied  by  the  smaller  journals  of  the  state,  and  its  po- 
sition is  well  indicated  by  the  fact  that  its  circulation 
enters  into  thirty-seven  states  of  the  Union,  and  it  is  also 
read  in  Canada,  Mexico.  Central  America,  and  in  Cuba. 
The  editor  and  owner,  Mr.  Barry,  is  a  man  of  excep- 
tional education,  and  has  unusual  qualities,  both  as  an 
editor  and  as  a  citizen.    He  has  been  identified  with  Fort 


Stockton  for  about  four  years,  but  previous  to  that  was 
well  known  in  the  newspaper  life  of  Kentucky. 

Ellas  Barry  was  born  in  Sumner  county,  Tennessee, 
November  15,  1S49,  and  when  he  was  seven  years  of  age 
his  parents  moved  to  Benton,  Kentucky,  which  state  was 
his  regular  home  until  January,  1909.  He  then  came  to 
Texas,  and  for  the  first  fifteen  months  was  proprietor 
and  editor  of  the  Colorado  Citken.  He  then  sold  out 
and  moved  to  Fort  Stockton,  where  he  bought  his  present 
business.  The  Pioiieer  office  is  thoroughly  equipped  with 
modern  facilities  for  newspaper  and  general  printing 
business  and  is  quartered  in  a  fine  two-story  stone  busi- 
ness block,  which  Mr.  Barry  built  especially  for  the 
office. 

As  a  boy,  he  was  reared  in  Kentucky,  attended  public 
schools  there,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  began  his  prac- 
tical career.  He  had  few  resources  and  not  enough  money 
to  take  him  continuously  through  school  to  the  point 
which  he  desired  as  his  educational  goal.  He  worked  on 
a  farm  until  he  was  nineteen,  and  then  attended  the 
Marshall  county  Seminary  ten  months.  After  that,  he 
taught  each  year  in  his  home  county  for  five  months  and 
for  another  five  months  attended  school.  He  kept  this 
up  for  five  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  was  prin- 
cipal of  the  Marshall  County  Seminary,  and  was  then 
elected  county  school  superintendent.  After  serving  two 
terms  in  that  office,  he  was  chosen  county  judge,  an  office 
he  held  for  one  term  of  foiir  years.  He  then  went  on 
the  road  as  a  traveling  salesman,  and  was  in  commercial 
life  six  years.  Twenty  months  of  that  period  were  spent 
in  Alaska,  after  which  he  returned  to  Kentucky  and  en- 
gaged in  the  newspaper  business  in  his  old  home  town. 
He  first  bought  and  was  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Marshal  County  Demoerat,  and  subsequently  of  the  Ben- 
ton Tribune,  continuing  to  be  identified  with  journalism 
until  his  removal  to  Texas.  During  that  time  he  served 
one  term  in  the  Kentucky  legislature. 

Mr.  Barry  was  married  in  Paducah,  Kentucky,  August 
22,  1877,  to  Miss  Laura  O.  Paine,  daughter  of  Thomas  P. 
Paine  of  Paducah.  The  three  children  (two  sons  and 
one  daughter)  of  their  marriage  were:  Thomas  J.  and 
Eobert  B.,  both  deceased,  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Mitchell,  a  resi- 
dent of  Fort  Stockton,  where  her  husband  is  a  contractor 
and  builder.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barry  are  active  members  of 
the  Christian  church,  he  serving  as  elder  and  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday  school,  while  Mrs.  Barry  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ladies '  Aid  Society.  Mr.  Barry  has  also  for 
forty-two  years  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and 
his  wife  is  affiliated  with  the  Eastern  Star.  His  other 
fraternities  are  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  served  one  year  as 
secretary  of  the  Fort  Stockton  Commercial  Club  and  is 
now  postmaster  of  Fort  Stockton.  He  is  one  of  the  party 
fighters  in  the  Democratic  organization,  and  it  is  note- 
worthy that  he  was  one  of  the  original  Wilson  men  and 
advocated  the  nomination  of  that  scholar  and  statesman 
through  the  columns  of  the  Pioneer.  Mr.  Barry  finds  his 
best  recreation  in  the  newspaper  business  and  in  the  hard 
work  connected  with  it.  He  is  a  great  mixer  socially  and 
is  one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  Fort  Stockton  and 
vicinity. 

John  H.  Highsmith.  Now  proprietor  of  a  transfer, 
storage,  ice,  and  feed  business  at  Fort  Stockton,  Mr. 
Highsmith  is  one  of  the  progressive  young  business  men 
of  west  Texas.  He  began  his  career  as  a  hardworking 
clerk  at  a  meager  salary,  and  is  now  one  of  the  influential 
men  of  Fort  Stockton. 

John  H.  Highsmith  was  born  in  Lampasas,  Texas, 
Januarv  8,  1876,  a  son  of  Henry  A.  and  Sallie  High- 
smith.  '  He  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  seven  children. 
His  early  education  was  in  the  public  schools  of  Eound 
Eock,  and  at  fifteen  years  he  began  his  own  career,  when 
he  took  a  place  in  a  general  store  and  worked  as  clerk  for 
one  year  at  a  salary  of  thirty-five  dollars  per  month  and 
board.     He  then  went  into  a  hardware  store,  where  he 
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spent  nearly  two  years,  after  whicli  he  came  out  to  west 
Texas  and  was  introduced  to  the  life  of  this  country  by 
eight  months  of  work  on  a  ranch.  He  returned  home,  and 
then  began  buying  and  selling  stock  on  his  own  account. 
He  w-as  later  in  the  mule  and  horse  business  for  several 
years,  after  which  be  managed  the  ice  business  at  Hutto, 
where  he  remained  for  about  two  years.  In  1908  he 
came  to  Fort  Stockton  to  close  up  the  estate  of  G.  H. 
Cato,  his  brother-in-law,  and  has  remained  with  this  place 
ever  since.  He  set  up  in  the  contracting  business  for  the 
construction  of  streets  and  highroads,  and  has  con- 
structed nearly  all  the  made  streets  in  Fort  Stockton  and 
nearly  every  wagon  road  in  Pecos  county.  From  the 
contracting  business  he  got  into  his  present  line,  and  now 
handles  a  complete  line  of  stock  food  supplies,  has  a 
storage  warehouse,  and  deals  in  ice  and  does  a  general 
transfer  and  heavy  hauling  business.  The  sign  on  all 
his  buses,  ' '  We  never  miss  a  train, ' '  is  indicative  of  the 
spirit  of  punctuality  and  promptness  which  has  charac- 
terized Mr.  Highsmith  's  entire  business  career. 

His  church  is  the  Presbyterian,  and  he  is  aifiliated 
with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  belongs  to  the  Fort  Stockton  Commercial  Club 
and  the  Fort  Stockton  Club,  and  is  one  of  the  active 
workers  in  the  Democratic  ranks.  At  the  present  time 
he  is  serving  as  city  pound  ofSeer.  Baseball  is  his  fa- 
vorite diversion,  and  he  is  a  broad-minded  man,  who 
takes  an  interest  in  everything  that  concerns  the  welfare 
and  wholesome  conditions  in  his  home  town. 

F.  M.  Newman.  A  native  son  of  Texas,  where  he 
has  passed  his  entire  career,  F.  M.  Newman  has  risen 
to  an  enviable  position  at  the  bar  of  McCulloch  county, 
and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  been  in 
continuous  practice  at  Brady.  In  no  walk  of  profes- 
sional life  is  the  value  of  thorough  preparation  more 
evident  than  in  the  domain  of  law.  Mr.  Newman  pre- 
pared himself  with  patience  and  thoroughness  before 
venturing  into  the  practice  of  his  chosen  vocation,  his 
training  including  work  as  a  teacher  in  ■  Texas  school- 
rooms, with  the  result  that  when  he  finally  became  active 
as  a  legist  he  was  able  at  once  to  take  a  position  of 
prominence  among  the  thorough  and  learned  men  of  his 
profession.  With  increasing  competition  in  the  legal 
field,  he  has  been  able  to  maintain  his  position,  and 
today  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  practition- 
ers of  his  locality. 

F.  M.  Newman  was  born  November  4,  1860,  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Texas,  and  is  a  son  of  Joel  and  Mary  A. 
(Overton)  Newman.  The  Newmans  are  of  English 
origin.  They  came  to  America  during  the  Colonial  pe- 
riod, and  the  family  was  founded  in  the  Southwest  by 
Jonathan  Newman,  the  grandfather  of  F.  M.  Newman, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  Austin  Colony  and  came  to 
Texas  in  1825,  here  passing  the  remainder  of  his  life 
in  farming  and  stock  raising  pursuits.  Joel  Newman, 
father  of  F.  M.  Newman,  was  born  in  what  is  now 
Washington  county,  Texas,  but  which  at  that  time  was 
a  portion  of  Mexico.  He  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and,  with  his  father,  Jonathan  Newman,  being 
a  slaveholder,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  between  the 
South  and  North,  his  sympathies  were  naturally  with 
the  Confederacy.  Accordingly,  Joel  Newman  enlisted 
in  the  service  of  the  South  and  continued  to  do  duty 
until  the  close  of  hostilities,  the  greater  part  of  his 
service  being  passed  in  Galveston.  He  subsequently 
returned  to  his  native  locality,  and  continued  to  be 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock"  raising  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  his  home,  located  within  600  yards  of 
where  he  had  been  born,  in  1890.  His  wife,  a  native  of 
Tennessee,  passed  away  in  187.3,  having  been  the  mother 
of  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  P.  M.  being  the  second 
in  order  of  birth. 

F.  M.  Newman  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the  home 
place  in  W^ashington  county,  and  there  received  his  pri- 
mary   educational    training    in    the    community    private 


schools.  Subsequently  he  entered  Baylar  University, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1885,  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  being  the  last  graduate  of  that 
institution  before  it  was  moved  from  Independence  to 
Waco.  During  his  last  year  in  the  University,  he  was 
one  of  the  teachers,  devoting  half  of  each  day  to  hear- 
ing recitations  and  the  other  half  to  his  own  studies. 
Following  this,  Mr.  Newman  taught  school  for 
one  year,  being  principal  of  a  public  school,  and  in  the 
meantime  prosecuted  his  legal  studies.  In  June,  1886, 
he  commenced  the  study  of  law  exclusively  at  Brenham, 
and  in  1887  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  October  of 
that  year  he  came  to  Brady,  and  this  city  has  since  been 
his  field  of  practice.  Mr.  Newman  has  devoted  himself 
to  his  profession  and  he  has  pursued  it  upon  the  same 
method  as  the  scholar  in  science — quietly,  euthusiastie- 
ally,  and  industriously  bringing  to  it  the  highest  intel- 
lectual qualities  and  attributes  of  character  which  have 
given  him  an  envious  position  and  earned  him  conspicu- 
ous success.  There  is  no  doubt  that  he  would  be  emi- 
nently successful  on  the  bench,  for  on  several  occasions 
he  has  accepted  appointments  as  special  judge,  yet  he 
has  not  courted  publicity  nor  has  he  shown  any  desire 
to  thrust  himself  into  politics  except  as  an  earnest  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  and  candidates  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  In  this  connection  he  is  known  as  a 
zealous  worker,  for  whatever  he  undertakes  receives  the 
full  benefit  of  his  energetic  nature.  In  Masonry  he  has 
attained  to  the  Chapter  and  Council  degrees  and  is  a 
Past  Master  and  Past  High  Priest,  and  he  is  also 
a  popular  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  His  wide  circle  of  sincere  friends  testifies  to 
his  popularity  both  in  and  outside  of  his  profession. 

On  February  4,  1891,  Mr.  Newman  was  married  at 
Brady  to  Miss  Laura  Sheridan,  daughter  of  John  P. 
Sheridan,  a  retired  Texas  rancher,  who  migrated  to  this 
state  from  Indiana.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newman :  Pearl,  born  February  2,  1892, 
and  F.  Sheridan,  born  October  20,  1909. 

Herman  H.  Butz.  County  treasurer  of  Pecos  county, 
Mr.  Butz  is  one  of  the  well-known  business  men  of  Fort 
Stockton;  was  for  a  number  of  years  associated  with  Mr. 
James  Eooney  in  merchandising,  and  now  does  a  large 
business  in  general  real  estate  and  insurance  lines.  He 
belongs  to  the  old,  substantial  German  stock,  an  element 
which  had  done  so  much  for  the  development  and  enter- 
prise of  Texas,  especially  in  the  south  and  southwest,  and 
he  himself  well  represents  the  solid  characteristics  of  his 
race. 

Herman  H.  Butz  was  born  in  one  of  the  chief  centers 
of  German  colonization  in  Texas,  at  New  Braunfels,  July 
12,  1876.  His  father  was  Theodore  Butz,  who  was  born 
in  Germany,  and  came  to  Texas  when  a  young  man,  fol- 
lowing various  occupations  and  during  the  Civil  war 
serving  as  a  Confederate  soldier.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Honor  and  well  known  in  his  community. 
His  death  occurred  in  1SS.3,  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  He 
married,  in  Texas,  Augusta  Koehler.  who  was  also  born 
in  Germany,  and  she  now  makes  her  home  at  San  Marcos, 
Texas.  Of  four  children,  Herman  H.  was  the  first,  and 
the  other  sons  and  daughters  also  live  in  this  state. 

Herman  H.  Butz  had  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  at  eighteen  years  began  for  himself.  He 
came  out  to  Fort  Stockton,  took  a  clerkship  in  a  store, 
worked  one  year  at  a  salary,  and  then  joined  Mr.  James 
Eooney  and  bought  out  the  mercantile  business  which 
has  since  been  conducted  and  is  now  known  as  the 
Eooney  Mercantile  Company.  Mr.  Butz  was  associated  ac- 
tively with  the  management  of  this  concern  for  about 
ten  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  became  interested 
with  several  other  local  business  men  in  the  organization 
of  the  First  State  Bank  of  Stockton.  He  held  the  of- 
fice of  cashier  in  that  institution  for  six  years,  at  the 
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eud  of  «"hicli  time  he  resigned,  and  since  then  has  man- 
aged his  private  investment,  and  also  has  an  office  for 
general  real  estate,  insurance,  and  investment  business. 

As  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Butz  has  been  an  influential  leader 
in  this  part  of  the  state,  and  at  the  present  time  is  serv- 
ing his  fifth  consecutive  term  in  the  office  of  county 
treasurer.  He  is  also  president  of  the  school  board,  hav- 
ing been  connected  with  the  board  for  ten  years,  and  at 
one  time  was  secretary.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mercial Club,  and,  besides  his  other  interests,  has  for  the 
past  five  years  held  the  office  of  local  observer  for  the 
weather  bureau  at  Fort  Stockton.  This  work,  through 
its  practical  scientific  features,  has  interested  Mr.  Butz 
very  much.  He  was  married  in  Fort  Stockton,  December 
20,  1898,  to  Agnes  Eooney,  a  daughter  of  Francis 
Eooney,  the  old  pioneer  of  Fort  Stockton.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Butz  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  four  sons  and  one 
daughter,  namely:  Francis,  Karl,  Marvin,  Walter,  and 
Mary  Agnes.  Mrs.  Butz  and  her  children  are  members  of 
the  Catholic  church,  while  Mr.  Butz  was  reared  in  the 
Episcopal  church.  He  is  active  in  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World,  having  served  as  clerk  for  several  years,  then  in 
the  position  of  banker,  and  is  now  one  of  the  board  of 
managers. 

George  C.  Eobinson.  Mr.  Robinson  is  one  of  the  solid, 
progressive  business  men  of  Marfa.  During  fifteen  years, 
with  active  business  affairs,  has  acquired  a  generous 
prosperity,  and  is  one  of  the  influential  citiiens  whose 
advice  and  support  are  sought  and  consulted  on  all  mat- 
ters affecting  the  local  welfare. 

George  C.  Eobinson  is  a  native  Texan,  born  in  Uvalde 
county,  February  15,  1871.  His  father  was  George  W. 
Eobinson,  who  was  born  in  Georgia,  and  came  to  Texas 
when  a  very  young  man,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was 
engaged  in  ranching  and  the  general  stock  business.  He 
now  lives  retired  at  Sabinal.  in  Uvalde  county.  He  takes 
much  interest  in  religious  affairs,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church,  in  which  his  wife  is  likewise  interested. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Caroline  Kelley,  and 
she  was  born  in  Arkansas,  but  was  married  in  this  state. 
Of  the  nine  children  in  the  family,  George  C.  was  the 
third. 

As  a  boy  in  Uvalde  county,  he  attained  such  education 
as  the  public  schools  afforded,  and,  when  about  sixteen, 
left  school  in  order  to  begin  work  on  the  home  ranch. 
He  has  had  a  thorough  experience  in  the  ranching  indus- 
try of  Texas  and  knows  it  in  every  detail,  but  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  career  has  followed  other  lines  of 
business.  When  about  twenty-three  years  of ~  age  he  left 
home  and  went  into  Oklahoma  and  northern  Texas,  where 
he  spent  about  two  years  engaged  in  the  handling  and 
trading  of  horses.  He  then  returned  home,  and  a  year 
later  moved  to  Marathon,  Texas,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  contracting  and  building  business.  This  experience 
led  up  to  his  location  in  Marfa,  in  1898,  and  for  several 
years  he  was  engaged  in  contracting  and  building  here. 
In  1906  he  bought  an  interest  in  the  general  building 
supply  concern  at  Marfa  with  which  his  name  has  since 
been  associated.  He  has  since  become  owner  of  the  en- 
tire establishment,  and  is  now  its  sole  proprietor.  In  his 
warehouses  and  yards  he  handles  a  full  line  of  lumber, 
lime,  cement,  wire,  and  everything  used  by  the  building 
trade.  His  retail  business  extends  all  "over  Presidio 
county,  and  he  also  does  some  wholesale  trade. 

At  Marfa,  on  August  20,  1900,  Mr.  Eobinson  married 
Miss  Mamie  Sheilds,  who  was  formerly  a  resident  of  Fort 
Davis.  Their  two  children  are  Helen  George  and  Euth 
Sue.  Mr.  Eobinson  gives  his  support  without  discrimina- 
tion to  all  the  churches,  without  special  affiliation  with 
any  one  denomination.  He  is  a  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter 
Mason,  and  also  affiliated  with  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  His  public  spirit  in  citizenship  and  local  en- 
terprise finds  a  medium  of  expression  through  the  Marfa 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  direct- 
ors.    Mr.  Eobinson 's  favorite  amusements  are  hunting, 


fishing,  and  baseball.  With  regard  to  his  home  com- 
uiunit}-,  he  says  that,  taking  the  tuture  into  consideration, 
for  general  business  purposes  there  is  no  better  town  in 
the  state  than  Marfa,  Texas.  If  a  man  wants  a  home  and 
a  permanent  location,  no  matter  what  his  vocation,  if  he 
will  set  forth  his  honest  ett'orts  he  will  never  be  disap- 
pointed in  this  part  of  Texas. 

Gus  Elmendokf.  a  representative  of  the  old  Elmen- 
dorf  family  of  San  Antonio,  one  'of  the  most  prominent 
names  in  that  city  and  representing  the  best  of  the  old 
German  stock  in  the  citizenship  of  south  Texas,  Gus  El- 
mendorf  is  n  pvnirressivp  young  business  man  and  manu- 
facturer,  wIki  -..III.     I ,   ago  chose  Marfa  as  the  field 

for  his  entrihi  -..    u    '     -  lu.w  one  of  the  active  heads  in 

the  Marfa  -\L.  i.i.i, imy   Company,  one  of  the  largest 

local  enterpriaco. 

Gus  Elmendorf  was  born  in  San  Antonio,  September  :!, 
1875,  a  son  and  the  second  among  ten  children  of  Emil 
and  Emelia  (Heilig)  Elmendorf,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Texas,  the  father  a  native  of  San  Antonio.  Emil 
Elmendorf  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business  at  San  Antonio,  where  he  died  in  1898  at  the 
age  of  forty-eight,  and  his  remains  now  rest  in  one  of 
the  beautiful  cemeteries  of  that  point.  The  mother  still 
resides  in  San  Antonio.  Mr.  Elmendorf,  as  a  boy,  first 
attended  the  noted  old  German-English  school  at  San 
Antonio,  and  subsequently  continued  his  courses  through 
the  grammar  and  high  school,  and  then,  finished  with  a 
course  in  the  Alamo  City  Business  College.  When  he 
was  seventeen  years  of  age  he  began  to  make  his  own 
way,  and  found  employment  for  the  first  year  in  Hondo 
City,  after  which  he  came  to  Marfa.  The  first  employ- 
ment which  he  accepted  on  arriving  in  this  flourishing 
west  Texas  city  was  as  a  clerk  in  a  local  store,  and  he 
continued  in  that  occupation  until  1909,  when  he  bought 
an  interest  in  the  Marfa  Manufacturing  Company.  He 
is  now  secretary  and  treasurer  and  also  office  manager  of 
this  enterprising  firm.  His  partner  is  Mr.  Emniett  B. 
Quick,  who  has  charge  of  the  mechanical  and  out- 
side part  of  the  business.  This  business  is  general  black- 
smithing  and  machine  shop  and  repair  work,  and  also 
handles  automobile  supplies  and  accessories,  maintains 
a  first-class  garage,  has  a  complete  stock  of  oils,  packing, 
windmills,  gasoline  engines,  and  other  supplies  for  the 
mechanical  trade.  Their  shops  are  large  and  well 
equipped  and  in  shop  and  warehouse  the  business  uses  a 
floor  space  of  more  than  12,000  feet,  and  the  large  pay- 
roll of  the  company  is  one  of  the  important  industrial 
assets  of  the  town  of  Marfa.  The  establishment  is  well 
known  and  patronized  extensively  throughout  this  part 
of  Texas. 

In  April,  1904,  at  Marfa,  Mr.  Elmendorf  married  Miss 
Julia  Lopez,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Monica  Lopez  of  Marfa. 
The  three  sons  born  to  their  marriage  are  named  Gus  Jr., 
Eiehard,  and  Eugene.  Mr.  Elmendorf  has  no  regular 
church  membership,  though  he  is  a  supporter  of  all  de- 
nominations and  religious  work  in  general.  In  politics 
also  he  is  interested  only  to  the  extent  of  voting  his 
ticket  in  the  interest  of  good  government,  and  usually 
supports  the  Democratic  candidate. 

He  has  himself  been  solicited  to  run  for  office,  but  has 
always  declined  such  honors.  He  is  fond  of  hunting  and 
all  outdoor  sports  and  gives  his  support  and  encourage- 
ment to  athletics. 

Thoma.s  M.  Wilson.  Now  president  of  the  Marfa 
State  Bank,  and  financially  and  officially  connected  with 
several  other  important  business  undertakings  at  Marfa, 
Mr.  Wilson  began  his  career  in  Presidio  county  about 
twenty-five  years  ago,  a  young  man,  with  only  limited 
experience  and  capital,  and  during  the  subsequent  years 
has  attained  a  place  of  large  influence  and,  through  his 
public-spirited  activity,  has  been  able  to  assist  the  com- 
munity in  its  development  and  welfare. 

Thomas  M.   Wilson   was  born   at   Halletsville,   Texas, 
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September  14,  1865,  and  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Flor- 
ence Eandolph  (Davenport)  Wilson.  Thomas  Wilson  was 
born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Tias  only  a  boy 
when  he  came  to  Texas.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  drug  business.  He  was  a 
very  prominent  Mason  in  this  section  of  the  state.  His 
death  occurred  in  1867,  when  his  son  Thomas  M.  was 
but  two  years  of  age.  His  widow,  who  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia and  was  married  in  Texas,  lived  until  1911,  and 
was  seventy-one  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
She  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
Thomas  M.  was  the  oldest  of  the  three  children,  and  of 
the  others,  his  sister  Annie  is  deceased  and  his  sister 
Julia  now  reside  in  San  Antonio. 

Thomas  M.  Wilson  attained  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools,  but  left  at  the  age  of  sixteen  in  order  to 
begin  the  battle  of  life  for  himself.  His  first  job  was 
on  the  old  home  ranch,  and  he  remained  there,  looking 
after  the  property  and  conducting  a  general  stock  busi- 
ness, until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  With  such 
experience  and  equipment  for  a  practical  life,  he  came 
west,  to  Presidio  county,  and  went  into  the  cattle  busi- 
ness for  himself.  For  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury he  was  one  of  the  well-known  stockmen  in  this  part 
of  Texas  and  conducted  his  activities  on  a  large  scale. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  popular  members  of  the  old  Cat- 
tlemen 's  Fraternity,  and  his  name  is  well  known  from 
the  Eio  Grande  to  the  Pan  Handle.  After  selling  out 
his  stock  and  ranch  business,  in  1910,  Mr.  Wilson  or- 
ganized the  Marfa  State  Bank,  and  has  since  been  its 
president  and  active  executive.  The  bank  does  a  general 
banking  business  and  has  made  a  remarkable  record  in 
the  three  years  of  its  existence,  its  capitalization  having 
been  increased  from  $10,000  to  $50,000  and  all  its  re- 
sources accordingly.  Mr.  Wilson  is  also  director  in  the 
Murphy-Walker  Mercantile  Company  and  the  West  Texas 
Wholesale  Grocery  Company,  both  of  them  being  among 
the  largest  enterprises  of  the  kind  in  Presidio  county. 

At  Alpine,  Texas,  November  27,  1902,  Mr.  Wilson  mar- 
ried Lucy  Powe,  daughter  of  Henry  Powe  of  Alpine,  the 
family  having  formerly  come  from  Mississippi.  The  son 
and  two  daughters  of  their  marriage  are  Nellie  May, 
Henry  Meade  and  Florence  Julia.  Mr.  Wilson's  church 
is  the  Methodist,  and  his  wife  is  a  very  active  member 
in  that  denomination  in  Marfa.  Fraternally,  he  is  aifili- 
ated  in  Masonry  from  the  Blue  Lodge,  through  the  va- 
rious degrees  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  including  the  thirty- 
second,  and  is  also  in  York  Bite  Masonry  through  the 
Commandery,  and  also  affiliates  with  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  is  one  of  the  members  of  the  Marfa  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  as  a  voter  gives  his  support  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  to  every  individual  and  principle  which 
will  promote  the  best  welfare  of  the  state  and  country. 
He  has  never  been  active  in  party  affairs,  but  has  been 
honored  once  with  the  office  of  county  commissioner,  and 
for  a  time  served  as  deputy  United  States  marshal.  He 
takes  much  pleasure  in  hunting  and  in  horses,  and  is  a 
broad-minded,  liberal  citizen,  whose  cordial  co-operation 
can  be  enlisted  in  any  undertaking  which  will  strengthen 
the  prosperity  and  develop  the  resources  of  this  section 
of  the  state.  As  an  old  resident  of  west  Texas,  his  opin- 
ion as  to  the  resources  is  based  upon  full  observation. 
He  calls  particular  attention  to  the  fact  that  lands  in  this 
section  during  the  past  five  years  have  advanced  from 
$1.00  to  $.5.00  per  acre,  and  at  the  same  time  live  stock 
has  increased  in  value  from  $14.00  per  head  to  $30.00 
per  head.  In  this  rapid  rise  of  economic  values  Marfa 
has  benefited  materially,  and  has  increased  in  population 
and  general  development  more  during  the  last  five  years 
than  in  the  twenty  years  previously. 

Oliver  Thomas.  Many  beautiful  words  could  be 
written  in  commemorating  the  life  of  Oliver  Thomas, 
for  his  work  was  successful,  he  was  ever  just  in  his 
dealings  and  he  ever  maintained  the  highest  standard 
•of  citizenship.     He  was   called  from  earthly  cares  and 

Vol.  IV— 1 1 


trials  in  March  of  1893,  but  he  had  so  lived  and  labored 
that  he  left  the  impress  on  his  community  of  a  success- 
ful, progressive  and  honest  man,  and  a  wide  circle  of 
acquaintances  will  long  continue  to  miss  the  splendid 
personality  of  Oliver  Thomas. 

He  represented  a  family  who  have  lived  in  Dallas 
county  since  pioneer  days — prominent  farming  people — ■ 
and  in  the  city  of  Dallas  one  of  the  principal  residence 
streets  and  one  of  the  most  attractive  residence  addi- 
tions have  been  given  the  name  of  this  honored  family, 
a  permanent  memorial  to  their  name.  The  late  Oliver 
Thomas  represented  the  second  generation  of  this  family 
here,  and  he  was  born  near  Piano,  in  Dallas  county,  in 
1S55,  a  son  of  James  and  Jane  (Eouth)  Thomas,  who 
came  to  this  commonwealth  from  Tennessee  in  1851. 
James  Thomas  became  prominent  both  as  a  rancher  and 
later  as  a  merchant  of  Dallas,  and  in  1869  he  moved 
from  his  farm  and  erected  the  home  where  his  widow 
now  lives  on  the  corner  of  McKinney  and  Pearl  streets. 
It  was  in  that  home  that  James  Thomas  laid  down  the 
burden  of  life  and  passed  over  to  the  silent  majority, 
his  death  occurring  in  the  year  1875.  Of  the '  seven 
children  born  of  his  marriage  with  Jane  Eouth  the  late 
Oliver  Thomas  was  the  eldest,  the  others  being  as  fol- 
lows: Mary,  who  lives  with  her  mother  in  Dallas; 
Ella,  deceased;  Mattie,  wife  of  John  Aiken,  of  Nevada;. 
Jesse  D.,  deceased;  William,  also  deceased;  and  Colby, 
a  business  man  of  Lubbock,  Texas.  Oliver  Thomas 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  Dallas 
county,  receiving  in  the  meantime  his  preliminary  edu- 
cational training  in  the  home  schools,  and  he  was  pre- 
paring for  a  college  course  when  his  father's  death 
occurred.  He  was  a  lad  of  nineteen  years  when  this 
sad  event  threw  upon  him,  as  the  eldest  son,  the  re- 
sponsibility of  looking  after  the  family  estate,  thus 
having  to  forego  his  college  training.  At  that  time  the 
home  now  occupied  by  his  mother  was  a  farm  of  forty 
acres,  principally  devoted  to  the  raising  of  fruit,  and 
the  son  continued  its  management  for  a  few  years,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account.  About 
this  time  the  farm  was  also  platted  into  town  lots  and 
became  known  as  the  Thomas  Addition.  In  order  to 
dispose  of  these  lots  Mr.  Thomas  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business,  and  later  became  head  of  the  firm  of 
Thomas  Brothers,  dealers  in  real  estate  and  fire  insur- 
ance. He  continued  to  be  thus  identified  with  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  Dallas  until  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
honored  the  honored  name  which  he  bore  by  his  con- 
sistent and  meritorious  career,  and  he  may  be  numbered 
among  those  who  made  Dallas  the  city  it  now  is. 

Oliver  Thomas  was  married  in  1883  to  Miss  Mary 
Smith,  a  daughter  of  Colby  and  Mariam  (Stevenson) 
Smith,  of  this  city,  but  both  now  deceased,  the  father 
passing  away  in  1876  and  the  mother  in  1888.  Mr. 
Smith  owned  a  small  tract  of  land  which  is  now  incor- 
porated within  the  city  of  Dallas  and  which  is  known 
as  the  Excelsior  residence  district,  now  almost  entirely 
built  up  with  fine  houses.  Four  children  were  born' of 
this  marriage :  Clarence,  Willie  May,  Ina  and  James 
Oliver,  all  of  whom  are  at  home.  In  his  political 
affiliations  Mr.  Thomas  was  a  Democrat,  and  was  serv- 
ing as  an  alderman  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
an  active  worker  in  the  Christian  church,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  prior  to  his  demise  held  therein  the  office  of 
deacon.  The  Thomas  home  is  located  at  2500  McKinney 
avenue. 

James  Normand.  A  prominent  stockman  who  has  for 
more  than  thirty  years  owned  and  operated  a  ranch  in 
Presidio  county,  Mr.  Normand  is  a  Scotchman  by  birth, 
came  to  this  country  when  a  young  man,  and,  after  sev- 
eral years  of  experience  in  the  southwest  and  in  old 
Mexico,  established  his  headquarters  in  what  is  now  Pre- 
sidio county,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  ranchers  who  has 
been  continuously  in  business  down  to  the  present  time. 

He  is  closely  identified  with  banking  and  mercantile  en- 
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teiprises  in  Marfa,  and  fen-  among  his  contemporaries 
have  enjo.ved  such  successful  prosperity  during  their  ca- 
reers as  has  Mr.  Normand.  James  Normand  was  born  in 
Scotland,  September  23,  1859,  and  as  a  boy  attended  the 
parish  schools  and  then  the  Fettes  College,  at  Edinburgh, 
after  which  he  took  a  course  in  the  Royal  Agricultural 
College,  at  Cirencester,  England.  "When  about  nineteen 
he  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  and  his  first  work 
was  in  his  father's  lineu  manufacturing  establishment, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  He  then  determined  to 
break  away  from  old  home  ties  and  to  find  a  new  field  of 
enterprise  in  the  new  world.  When  about  twenty-two 
years  old  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  on  coming 
over  had  his  mind  set  upon  learning  the  cattle  business. 
On  arriving  in  this  country,  he  was  engaged  in  work  with 
several  cattle  companies  on  different  ranches  in  the  old 
Indian  Territory,   Kmushs,  New  Mexico,  and  Old  Mexico. 

Finally   1 iii^s;,'(|   ilic  river  at  Presidio  and  moved  into 

Texas,  id  I^^l.  Ilr  brought  stock  from  Mexico  and 
bought  iDiirli  li,  :nl^|ii;iiters  located  twenty-six  miles  from 
Marfa.  I'ln-  i:ni<  h,  which  has  been  in  his  possession  for 
more  tlian  iliiity  yr.ir~i,  was  the  foundation  of  his  present 
excellent  |M..s|H'nty,  and  in  that  vicinity  he  has  gathered 
his  herds  alMint  him  and  has  pursued  the  operations  of 
cattle  raising  down  to  the  present  time. 

At  Edinburgh.  Scotland,  in  August,  1895,  Mr.  Normand 
married  Eleanor  Mildred  Dodds,  daughter  of  Dr.  George 
Dodds  of  Edinburgh.  Mr.  Normand  has  no  special  afiili- 
ations  in  church  membership,  but  is  a  member  of  the 
Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  of  Masonry,  belongs  to  the 
Marfa  Commercial  Club,  and  in  politics  votes  independ- 
ently and  for  the  best  man  and  for  good  government. 
Some  years  ago  he  was  honored  with  the  office  of  county 
commissioner  of  Presidio  county.  Mr.  Normand  is  vice 
president  of  the  Marfa  State  Bank,  is  president  of  the 
Murphy-Walker  r',,in|iaii\ ,  president  of  the  West  Texas 
Wholesale  Gro.nx  ■  Miii|i':niv.  and  President  of  the  Marfa 
&  Mariposa  Minini:  i  niii|i my.  He  owns  an  automobile 
and  takes  nunli  nf  his  pli.isiire  with  his  machine,  while 
he  also  enjoys  a  fishing  and  hunting  excursion.  He  is  a 
firm  believer  in  the  resources  and  the  possibilities  of 
west  Texas,  where  he  himself  has  gained  his  general  pros- 
perity, and  he  feels  that  the  same  opportunities  are  ex- 
tended to  every  one  else  as  afforded  him  such  abundance 
of  the  world's  goods  and  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Eakl  a.  Eoasberky,  M.  D.  With  a  splendid  record  as 
a  physician,  surgeon,  and  citizen,  Dr.  Eoasberry  is  one  of 
the  residents  of  "Van  Horn  whose  presence  here  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  a  few  years  ago  he  suffered  ill  health  and 
a  weakened  constitution  in  the  middle  western  states  and 
came  here  to  recuperate.  His  i)eriod  of  recuperation 
was  extended  into  permanent  residence,  and  the  com- 
munit.v  now  has  no  more  loyal  citizen  than  Dr.  Roasberrv. 

Earl  A.  Eoasberrv  was  born  .Tannary  2.  1S83,  at  Mans- 
field, Ohio,  the  son  "of  Dr.  William  H.'  and  Martha  (Au) 
Eoasberry,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  The  father  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  profession  of  medicine  in  Ashland, 
Ohio,  for  the  past  thirty  years.  He  is  also  a  prominent 
Democrat  at  that  point.  The  mother  died  in  1904,  and 
she  now  rests  at  Mansfield.  The  doctor  was  the  first  of 
their  children,  and  the  others  are  ^Maurice  E..  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  iiicdiiiiio  ;it  New  London,  Ohio; 
Eunice  L.,  who  is  a  gradiKitr  iiursi-  and  now  in  the  Hiiron 
Eoad   Hosjiital.    at    ri,.\  rliui,!.    olii^-.    and    Leota,   also    a 

nurse    and    at    ll:r    .:fr,      !.■-:■, ':ii     ■■       ''I    I'.T    -i^l.T. 

Earl   A.   i;^,!-    .  ,    .   i  ■    I   in  literary 

schools,  :nhl  :if:i  ■.!  :  ■•  :i  i  i  '  i  j  ;ii  the  Cleve- 
land   Mc.li.Ml     Cnllr^,',     uliriv    lir     »:,-     .iiMlliat.M    with    the 

class  of  190(1.  He  had  urai-tiral  experience  as  an  interne 
in  the  Huron  Eoad  Hospital,  at  Cleveland,  and  he 
then  engaged  in  private  practice  at  New  London.  Then, 
owing  to  poor  health,  he  gave  up  his  practice  there  and 
came  to  western  Texas,  locating  at  Van  Horn  in  the  fall 
of  1910.  The  doctor  is  a  member  of  the  El  Paso  County 
Medical  Society  and  of  the  Ohio  State  Jledical  Societv, 


and  fraternally  is  afliliated  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  He  has  an  attractive  home  at  Van 
Horn,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  valuable  members  of 
local  society. 

On  December  20,  1907,  Dr.  Eoasberry  married  Miss 
Mary  Donnely  of  Ohio,  daughter  of  William  E.  and  Ella 
(Ford)  Donnely,  natives  of  Ohio  and  prominent  citizens 
and  farming  people  of  that  state,  her  father  having  been 
very  active  in  Eepublican  politics.  Three  children  were 
born  to  the  doctor  and  wife,  one  of  them  being  deceased 
and  the  other  two  being  Martha  E.  and  Marjory.  Dr. 
Eoasberry  foresees  a  great  future  for  this  section  of 
Texas,  owing  to  its  mineral  resources  and  the  cheap  price 
of  its  lands.  Since  coming  to  west  Texas  he  has  found 
opportunity  to  exercise  his  taste  as  a  sportsman  and 
spends  a  large  part  of  his  leisure  time  in  hunting  excur- 
sions. He  and  his  wife  both  worship  at  the  Presbyterian 
church.  A  progressive  physician,  and  always  seeking  to 
keep  his  capabilities  apace  with  the  achievements  of  the 
profession.  Dr.  Eoasberry  during  1913  attended  post- 
graduate studies  in  New  York  city. 

William  P.  Mdepht.  The  Murphy-Walker  general  de- 
partment store  and  the  West  Texas  Wholesale  Grocery 
Company  are  two  solid  business  enterprises  of  Marfa 
which  have  a  proper  history  of  their  own  and  which  illus- 
trates the  inireasing  prosperity  of  Jlarfa  as  a  commer- 
cial center  and  the  career  of  one  of  its  foremost  citizens. 

Thirty  years  ago,  in  1883,  when  William  P.  Murphy 
first  came  to  Marfa  and  attained  a  place  as  a  clerk  in  a 
business  of  which  he  is  now  manager,  the  establishment 
was  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  S.  F.  Wiles  & 
Company.  The  company  part  of  this  firm  subsequently 
bought  out  Mr.  S.  F.  Wiles  and  changed  the  firm  name 
to  Humphries,  Murphy  &  Company,  and  subsequently  to 
Humphries  &  Company,  and  then,  in  1901,  the  business 
took  its  present  title  of  Mnrphy-Walker  Company.  This 
is  a  very  extensive  establishment  and  carries  a  full  line 
of  everything  found  in  a  first-class  department  store  and 
all  the  supplies  used  on  the  ranch  and  the  other  special 
requirements  of  west  Texas  life.  The  management  of 
the  business  is  perfect,  each  department  having  a  head 
of  its  own  and  being  conducted  as  a  separate  part  of 
the  system,  both  in  accounting  and  in  general  detail. 
The  business  occupies  a  floor  space  of  more  than  ten 
thousand  feet,  and  the  regular  retail  store  is  a  large  col- 
lection of  related  buildings,  including  a  garage  for  auto- 
mobiles, barns,  stables,  yards,  wagons,  coal  storage  plant, 
etc.  The  Wholesale  Grocery  business  is  conducted  en- 
tirely separate  from  the  other  concern,  and  its  trade 
throughout  all  the  towns  in  west  Texas  has  made  this 
one  of  the  central  commercial  institutions  of  Marfa  and 
of  great  value  to  the  growing  city. 

William  P.  Murphy,  who  now  for  the  past  ten  years 
has  been  the  genius  of  these  important  firms,  was  born 
at  Bath,  Maine,  April  15,  1866.  His  parents  were  James 
K.  and  Mary  Jane  Murphy.  When  he  was  two  years  old 
the  famil,y  went  to  Havre,  France,  where  they  remained 
until  he  was  about  nine  years  of  age,  and  while  there 
he  received  the  portion  of  his  education  in  private 
schools.  On  the  return  of  the  family  to  Bath,  Maine, 
where  he  lived  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  continued 
in  the  public  schools,  and  also  the  high  school,  and  on 
leaving  school  at  Bath  began  the  battle  of  life  for 
himself.  He  was  thus  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he 
first  came  to  Marfa,  in  18S3,  and  took  a  position  as  a 
clerk  in  the  old  house  of  S.  F.  Wiles  &  Company.  He  re- 
mained here  for  about  four  and  a  half  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  resigned  and  went  to  El  Paso,  where 
he  spent  a  year  and  a  half.  He  was  engaged  in  railroad- 
ing for  some  time,  and  finally  drifted  to  San  Francisco, 
where  during  a  residence  of  more  than  three  years  he 
was  employed  in  a  wholesale  mercantile  establishment, 
and  thus  gained  the  most  thorough  and  practical  portion 
of  his  equipment  for  his  subseauent  career.  He  was  con- 
nected with  a  wholesale  business  in  New  York  City  for  a 
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few  years,  and  then,  in  190:2,  returned  to  the  city  which 
had  first  been  the  object  of  his  affections  in  Texas  and 
tools  charge  of  the  business  with  which  his  name  and 
management  are  now  associated  in  such  imjjortant  re- 
lations. 

Mr.  Murphy  was  married  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  to 
Miss  Floreuce  McDonald,  daughter  of  James  McDonald 
of  Brooklyn.  Jlrs.  Murphy  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
church,  but  he  has  no  special  church  affiliations.  He  is  a 
Mason,  in  both  the  Lodge  and  Chapter,  and  a  member  of 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  A  Eepublieau  in  politics,  he 
takes  only  the  part  of  the  voter  and  good  citizen.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Marfa  Commercial  Club,  and  as  an 
avocation  he  is  especially  fond  of  baseball,  being  a  real 
fan.  He  also  enjoys  good  horses,  and  his  tastes  likewise 
run  to  good  books  and  intellectual  entertainment  of  every 
kind.  Though  an  adopted  resident  of  Texas,  the  state 
has  no  more  loyal  nor  more  enthusiastic  citizen  than  Mr. 
Murphy,  who  considers  Texas. the  grandest  state  of  the 
Union,  offering  more  and  better  opportunities  for  men 
with  limited  means  and  with  sturdy  ambitions  and  ener- 
gies than  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

Fred  P.  Gibson.  In  the  recent  development  of  the 
business  and  general  resources  of  Van  Horn  and  Culber- 
son counties  no  individual  has  taken  a  more  active  and 
influential  part  than  Fred  P.  Gibson  who,  after  a 
long  period  of  service  as  a  telegraph  operator  and  sta- 
tion agent  at  different  points  on  the  Texas  and  Pacific, 
came  to  Van  Horn  in  1908  on  account  of  failing  health. 
During  the  subsequent  five  years  he  has  not  only  made  a 
successful  position  for  himself,  but  has  contributed  much 
to  the  development  of  his  home  community.  In  all  this 
prosperity  Mr.  Gibson  would  never  omit  a  large  share  of 
credit  to  his  capable  wife,  who  has  been  his  loyal  assistant 
in  their  mutual  work  of  creating  a  home  and  fine  prop- 
erty which  now  represents  their  joint  enterprise. 

Fred  P.  Gibson  was  born  August  17,  1880,  a  son  of 
William  W.  and  Kate  M.  (Lewis)  Gibson,  natives,  re- 
spectively, of  Mississippi  and  Tennessee.  The  parents 
have  for  many  years  been  residents  of  Van  Zandt  county, 
Texas,  where  Mr.  Gibson  was  born,  in  the  town  of  Wills 
Point.  The  senior  Gibson  is  now  a  resident  of  Grand 
Saline,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  land  and  insurance 
business.  In  earlier  years  he  was  in  the  cotton  business 
at  Galveston,  but  in  1875,  owing  to  an  outbreak  of  yel- 
low fever,  he  left  that  coast  city  and  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  as  civil  engineer  at  Wills  Point. 
William  W.  CJibson  made  a  brilliant  record  as  a  Confed- 
erate soldier,  and  his  service  in  the  armies  of  the  south 
deserves  special  mention  in  this  article.  There  were  four 
children  in  the  family,  the  others  being  named  as  fol- 
lows: Walter,  who  has  for  twenty  years  been  agent  for 
the  Texas  and  Pacific  Eailway  at  Grand  Saline;  Flor- 
ence, who  is  associated  with  her  father  in  the  insurance 
business,  and  Williard,  who  is  in  the  general  offices  of 
the  Texas  &  Pacific  Railroad  at  Fort  Worth. 

Mr.  Fred  P.  Gibson  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Wills  Point,  leaving  school  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen and  learning  telegraphy.  He  was  an  operator  in 
the  general  offices  of  the  Texas  &  Pacific  at  Dallas  and 
other  large  points.  He  then  became  station  agent  on  the 
same  line  at  Gladewater  and  at  Atlanta,  and  continued 
in  that  work  for  six  years,  until  failing  health  compelled 
him  to  move  in  to  the  'extreme  west  of  Texas,  so  that  in 
1908  he  became  agent  for  the  Texas  &  Pacific  at  Van 
Horn.  On  resigning  this  office,  in  1910,  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  Beach  Mercantile  Company,  and  about  the 
same  time  acquired  ownership  of  some  five  thousand  acres 
of  land  in  Culberson  county.  These  lands  were  located 
thirty  miles  from  Van  Horn.  Probably  the  most  inter- 
esting feature  in  his  career  is  the  fact  that  while  he 
continued  his  work  as  station  agent  at  Van  Horn  his 
young  wife  was  living  on  this  large  body  of  land  alone, 
her  experience  entitling  her  to  special  mention  as  one  of 
the  hardy  and  courageous  women  of  western  Texas.     It 


was  as  a  result  of  these  hard  labors  and  self-denials  that 
they  laid  the  corner  stone  of  their  success.  After  selling 
out  his  ranch  lands  at  good  advantage,  Mr.  Gibson 
bought  au  interest  in  the  firm  of  Beach  &  Piatt  Mercan- 
tile Company,  buying  Mr.  Piatt's  interests,  and  subse- 
quently otheis,  until  he  acquired  a  third  interest  in  one 
of  the  largest,  oldest,  and  most  practical  stores  in  Van 
Horn.  Mr.  Gibson  now  owns  property  in  Waco  and  has 
one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  of  Van  Horn. 

At  Dallas  in  1905  he  married  Miss  Alma  L.  Hunter,  a 
native  of  Wills  Point  and  a  daughter  of  William  K. 
Hunter.  Their  two  children  are  named  Freda,  aged  six, 
and  Kuth,  aged  three.  When  Mr.  Gibson  came  to  Van 
Horn,  in  1908,  there  was  little  or  nothing  in  the  way  of 
entertainment  or  social  life  at  this  point.  Since  then  ha 
has  taken  a  foremost  part  in  organizing  many  of  the 
wholesome  features  of  social  diversion  as  well  as  the 
more  valuable  institutions  of  education.  Through  his 
efforts  and  those  of  Mr.  Beach,  his  partner,  was  organized 
the  Masonic  Lodge,  known  as  Van  Horn,  No.  1208,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  Mr.  Gibson  having  become  a  master  mason 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  is  also  prominent  in 
the  local  Baptist  church,  being  a  deacon  of  the  society. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Van  Horn  school  board  and  takes 
much  pride  in  the  general  claims  that  this  is  one  of  the 
best  schools  in  the  state.  Mr.  Gibson  is  now  devoting 
his  spare  time  to  the  study  of  law,  not  with  the  purpose 
of  entering  the  profession,  but  on  the  theory  that  every 
up-to-date  business  man  should  be  informed  on  the  fun- 
damentals of  law.  In  Mr.  Gibson's  opinion,  Culberson 
county  is  best  adapted  to  stock  raising;  but  he  calls  at- 
tention to  the  presence  in  this  locality  of  splendid  min- 
eral resources,  consisting  of  copper,  silver,  lead,  zinc,  and 
mica,  none  of  which  resources  have  yet  been  developed, 
and,  as  a  public-spirited  citizen,  he  will  gladly  co-operate 
with  any  parties  interested  in  such  a  field  for  industrial 
enterprise. 

Erskine  Long.  From  the  early  seventies  until  his 
death,  March  27,  1909,  the  late  Erskine  Long  was  one 
of  the  most  extensive  and  best  known  farmers  of  Cooke 
county,  and  he  had  peculiar  success  in  his  vocation.  He 
was  a  Confederate  veteran  and  a  man  who  bore  his  civic 
and  private  responsibilities  with  the  same  fidelity  he 
displayed  as  a  soldier. 

Erskine  Long  was  born  in  the  state  of  Missouri  in 
1844,  a  son  of  John  Pope  and  Elizabeth  (Story)  Long, 
the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  Mis- 
souri. John  P.  Long  was  also  a  farmer,  and  in  early 
life  studied  medicine,  although  he  never  practiced  that 
profession. 

The  late  Erskine  Long,  the  only  child  of  his  parents, 
grew  up  in  his  native  state,  and  on  his  grandfather's 
farm  until  he  was  fifteen  years  old,  or  until  his  ,grand- 
father's  death.  In  the  meantime  he  had  received  some 
advantages  in  the  public  schools  there  and  had  learned 
the  lessons  of  industry  under  his  father.  When  the 
Civil  war  cam"e  on,  he  joined  the  Confederate  army  as 
a  private,  and  went  through  from  beginning  to  end. 
Following  the  struggle  belween  the  states,  he  resided 
with  an  uncle  in  Missouri  and  spent  two  years  working 
at  wages  on  his  farm.  For  some  time  after  that  he 
traveled  about  the  country  and  had  varied  experiences. 
Then  in  1871  Mr.  Long  married  Miss  Molly  Black, 
who  was  born  in  Cooke  county,  Texas,  a  daughter  of 
John  D.  and  Ann  (Duty)  Black,  her  father  a  native  of 
North  Carolina  and  her  mother  of  Arkansas.  Mrs. 
Long  was  one  of  two  children,  though  her  mother  was 
married  four  times.  Her  brother  is  William  Black, 
deoeospd,  who  was  a  farmer  and  left  three  children. 
The  ciulif  rliiMien  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long  are 
mpmioiicM  .(^  lullows:  Bettie,  wife  of  William  Murrell, 
of  l-'int  Woiih,  and  the  mother  of  three  children;  Sallie, 
who  is  a  teacher  by  profession  and  resides  at  home  in 
Gainesville;  Lolo,  who  is  the  wife  of  H.  B.  Murrell,  of 
Walnut  Bend,  and  the  mother  of  three  chUdren;   Molly, 
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who  married  S.  F.  Murrell  of  Walnut  Bend;  Edna,  wife 
of  F.  C.  Gillock,  of  Oklahoma;  Lutie,  Erskine,  and 
Alice,  who  are  all  unmarried  and  living  at  home  with 
their  mother. 

After  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long  they 
located  in  Cooke  county,  and  lived  on  a  farm  until  his 
death.  His  estate  comprised  nine  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  six  hundred  acres  of  tvliich  was  in  culti- 
vation to  corn  and  crop.  This  large  farm  since  the 
death  of  Mr.  Long  has  been  leased  to  tenant  farmers. 
Mr.  Long  was  a  Democrat,  but  not  a  politician,  and 
never  sought  office.  He  and  his  family  worship  in  the 
Christian  church.  Mrs.  Long,  who  is  well  known  in 
social  circles  at  Gainesville,  resides  at  108  Hichie  street. 

Elton  E.  Silliman.  Cashier  and  active  manager  of 
the  Van  Horn  State  Bank,  Mr.  Silliman  has  since  1909 
been  closely  identified  with  the  general  commercial  en- 
terprise of  Culberson  county.  The  successful  position  of 
the  bank  has  been  largely  due  to  his  personality  and  abil- 
ity as  a  financial  organizer  and  manager,  and,  besides 
looking  after  this  institution,  Mr.  Silliman  is  also  owner 
of  considerable  property  in  this  section,  and  is  always 
ready  to  lend  his  influence  to  promote  the  further  up- 
building and  development  of  this  section  of  Texas. 

Elton  E.  Silliman  was  born  on  August  17,  1872,  at  the 
old  capital  of  Texas  when  it  was  the  province  of  Mex- 
ico, at  San  Felipe,  in  Austin  county.  His  parents  were 
Abram  F.  and  Samantha  (Dresser)  Silliman,  natives, 
respectively,  of  Mississippi  and  Texas.  His  parents  are 
now  deceased,  the  father  passing  away  in  1891  and  the 
mother  in  1874,  and  both  rest  side  by  side  in  the  old 
cemetery  at  San  Felipe.  His  father,  who  for  many  years 
was  a  farmer,  was  a  man  of  special  education  and  during 
his  early  life  taught  school  in  Texas.  There  were  in  the 
family  eight  children,  Elton  E.  being  the  youngest. 

He  attained  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Austin  county,  and  subsequently  was  a  student  in  the 
Hills  business  college.  His  first  employment  was  that  of 
bookkeeper  for  a  mercantile  house  of  Sonora,  Texas, 
and  after  a  few  years  he  entered  the  field  of  local  poli- 
tics and  was  appointed  deputy  county  and  district  clerk 
of  Sutton  county,  Texas,  Sonora  being  the  county  seat. 
He  served  in  that  capacity  for  three  years.  In  1898  he 
moved  to  Eldorado,  Texas,  where  he  established  a  mer- 
cantile business  of  his  own,  and  continued  successfully 
in  that  business  until  selling  out,  in  190-1.  In  1909  he 
came  to  Van  Horn  to  take  charge  of  the  Van  Horn 
State  Bank  as  its  cashier,  director  and  stockholder.  He 
also  owns  a  residence  in  Culberson  county,  and  his  pres- 
ent home  at  Van  Horn.  Beginning  his  career  in  a  clerical 
capacity,  Mr.  Silliman,  by  his  thorough  ability  and  by 
good  management,  has  acquired  an  independent  position 
in  business  affairs. 

At  Van  Horn  he  is  an  active  factor  in  the  community 
and  is  now  chairman  of  the  school  board.  Fraternally,  he 
is  a  Eoyal  Arch  Mason  and  Knight  of  Pythias,  and  his 
politics  is  Democratic.  He  and  his  family  worship  in 
the  Methodist  church.  On  February  3,  1897,  he  married 
Miss  Margaret  JIurcheson,  daughter  of  Eobert  W.  Mur- 
cheson,  a  retired  and  wealthy  ranchman  of  El  Paso. 
Their  two  children  are  Elton  Jr.,  aged  ten,  and  Hazel, 
aged  four.  Among  his  recreations,  when  he  finds  time 
to  rest  himself  from  business,  Mr.  Silliman  is  especially 
fond  of  hunting.  He  foresees  a  bright  future  for  Van 
Horn  and  Culberson  counties,  and,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
lands  are  being  sold  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  the  pres- 
ence of  great  mineral  resources  here,  he  believes  that 
the  locality  will  bring  wealth  and  happiness  to  twenty 
times  the  number  of  people  who  are  now  inhabitants  of 
the  county. 

Samuel  "W.  White.  The  first  prosecuting  attorney 
elected  in  the  new  county  of  Culberson,  Mr.  White 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Texas  bar  for  the  past  ten 


successful  position  in  professional  and 


years  and 
business  lil 

Samuel  W.  White  was  born  September  20,  1883,  at 
Dardanelle,  Arkansas,  son  of  John  W.  and  Bettie  (Byers) 
White,  natives,  respectively,  of  Mississippi  and  Tennes- 
see. The  father  is  now  deceased,  and  the  mother  resides 
with  her  son  at  Van  Horn.  The.  parents  came  to  Texas 
in  1887,  locating  in  San  Antonio,  where  the  father  was 
engaged  in  the  land  business  up  to  the  date  of  his  death, 
in  1899.  Samuel  W.,  the  only  surviving  child,  received 
his  education  chiefly  in  the  public  schools  of  San  Antonio, 
and  subsequently  graduated  from  a  San  Antonio  business 
college.  He  began  the  study  of  law  iu  the  offices  of 
Kellar  &  Williams,  prominent  members  of  the  San  An- 
tonio bar,  and,  on  completing  his  preparatory  work,  was 
admitted  to  practice  on  June  30,  1903.  During  the  fol- 
lowing three  years  he  directed  his  principal  attentions  to 
the  land  business  rather  than  law,  and  then  for  four 
years  held  the  position  of  manager  of  the  advertisement 
department  of  the  Denison  Herald.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  came  into  west  Texas,  and  at  Pecos  established  a 
real  estate  office,  and  still  owns  considerable  property  of 
bis  own  in  that  vicinity. 

Mr.  White  was  elected  county  attorney  of  Culberson 
county  on  April  18,  1911,  this  being  prior  "to  his  residence 
at  Van  Horn.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  office  at  the 
general  election  of  November,  1912,  his  first  election 
coming  with  the  beginning  of  Culberson  county 's  official 
existence,  its  territory  having  formerly  been  a  part  of 
El  Paso  county.  Mr.  White  is  a  very  active  and  popular 
Democrat  and  one  of  the  able  stump  speakers  in  this 
county.  Aside  from  his  duties  as  prosecutor,  he  has 
built  up  a  nice  private  practice  in  the  law,  and  also  has 
a  set  of  abstract  books  in  his  office.  Fraternally,  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  is  chaplain  of  the  local  lodge.  A  member  of  the 
Baptist  church  by  early  training,  he  has,  since  taking  up 
his  residence  at  Van  Horn,  worked  with  the  Presbyterians 
in  the  Sunday  school  work  and  is  now  superintendent  of 
the  Presbyterian  Sunday  school.  In  1904  Mr.  White 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Martin,  daughter  of  Hon.  Judge 
J.  D.  Martin,  who  for  many  years  was  district  judge  at 
Beaumont.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Samuel 
Martin  and  John  W.  White.  The  family  occupy  one  of 
the  pleasant  homes  of  Van  Horn. 

John  Henry  Feely.  A  distinction  which  will  always 
be  associated  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Feely  in  the  history 
of  Culberson  county  is  the  fact  of  his  being  the  first 
sheriff  elected  after  the  organization  of  the  county.  Mr. 
Feely  has  been  identified  with  this  section  of  Texas  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  Cidberson  county  has  no  more 
popular  or  public-spirited  citizen  than  the  present  sheriff. 

His  career  is  one  of  exceptional  interest,  from  the 
viewpoint  of  its  accomplishments  against  heavy  odds. 
John  Henry  Feely  was  born  June  20,  1871.  in  Cole 
county,  ilis'souri,  near  Jefferson  City,  a  son  of  Henry  and 
Elizaijeth  (Magee)  Feely.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Indiana  and  his  mother  of  Missouri,  both  now  being  de- 
ceased. The  father  was  for  many  years  a  farmer  and 
merchant  in  Cole  county,  and  made  a  fine  record  as  a  sol- 
dier, serving  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  later  as  a  Confed- 
erate under  General  Price,  with  which  noted  leader  he 
fought  in  numerous  battles.  In  1876  he  came  to  Texas, 
locating  in  Cooke  County,  where  he  was  engaged  _  in 
farming  and  stock  raising  until  his  retirement,  attaining 
to  the  fine  old  age  of  eighty-five  years  before  his  death. 
His  remains  now  rest  at  Vernon,  Texas,  while  his  second 
wife,  the  mother  of  Mr.  Feely,  died  at  Pilot  Point, 
where  she  now  is  buried. 

Sheriff  Feely,  one  of  two  children,  his  sister  being  now 
deceased,  attained  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Pilot  Point,  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age  was  throvni 
upon  his  own  resources,  and  has  since  fought  the  battle 
of  life  by  himself.  He  began  work  as  a  farm  hand,  and, 
though  a  mere  boy,  did  a  man  's  work.     This  was  his  oe- 
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cupation  until  1904,  at  which  time  he  became  a  section 
hand  with  the  Texas  &  Pacific  Eailroad.  He  knew  how 
to  work,  and  was  a  natural  leader  of  men,  and  in  a  short 
time  became  foreman  of  his  section.  In  this  work  he 
took  great  pride,  and  was  frequently  complimented  by 
the  roadmaster  on  the  condition  of  his  section.  This  was 
his  regular  work  up  to  1910,  in  which  year  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  sheriff  of  the  newly  organized  county  of 
Culberson  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Probably  to  Mr.  Feely  as  much  as  to  any  other  in- 
dividual is  due  the  fact  that  the  courthouse  is  now  located 
at  Van  Horn.  He  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  this  place 
as  the  county  seat,  and  he  made  a  vigorous  and  successful 
campaign  for  this  end.  He  has  also  been  an  aggressive 
factor  in  securing  the  new  courthouse,  which  is  at  this 
writing  rapidly  nearing  completion  and  a  structure  which 
is  a  credit  to  the  new  county.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Feely  is  a 
Mason,  and  owns  a  pleasant  home  in  Van  Horn,  where  he 
is  esteemed  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens.  In  1894  he 
married  Miss  Ida  Trammel,  a  daughter  of  James  Tram- 
mel, a  native  of  Dallas.  Their  six  children  are  named  as 
follows:  Ones,  Eula,  Lorina,  Clyde,  Dorothy,  and  Ida 
Derrell. 

Solomon  H.  Levenson.  No  man  can  more  quickly 
perceive  the  great  opportunities  which  this  country  offers 
to  the  industrious  man  than  can  the  foreigner,  especially 
if  he  comes  from  one  of  the  countries  of  the  old  world 
where  there  is  a  large  agricultural  population.  Solomon 
H.  Levenson,  coming  to  the  United  States  from  Russian 
Poland,  was  quick  to  see  opportunities  that  might  have 
been  unapparent  to  the  native-born  American,  and  his 
success  has  been  largely  due  to  this  insight  into  condi- 
tions and  his  determination  to  make  a  success  of  what- 
ever he  undertook.  He  is  now  one  of  the  most  successful 
merchants  in  El  Paso  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Leven- 
son &  Eosenberg,  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  dry 
goods,  men's  furnishings,  and  shoes,  with  two  stores  in 
El  Paso.  The  Palace  is  at  314  Overland  street  and  The 
New  Bazaar  is  at  118  E.  Overland  street.  Both  these 
men  are  progressive  and  wide-awake  merchants  and  are 
regarded  as  among  the  most  influential  and  capable  busi- 
ness men  in  the  city. 

Solomon  H.  Levenson  was  born  in  Russian  Poland  in 
September,  1881,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Anna  (Rogal- 
sky)  Levenson.  Both  his  father  and  mother  were  natives 
of  Russia,  and  his  father  was  a  well-known  merchant  of 
Vilna,  Russia,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1913.  He 
was  fifty-five  years  old  when  he  died,  and  his  entire  life 
had  been  spent  in  his  native  land.  His  wife,  who  was 
reared  and  married  in  Russia,  is  still  living  in  her  old 
home,  having  reached  the  age  of  fifty-three.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Samuel  and  Anna  Levenson,  and  of 
these  Solomon  was  the  eldest. 

As  a  child  and  young  boy,  Solomon  Levenson  attended 
the  schools  of  his  native  land,  and  then  he  attended  a 
commercial  and  business  college  for  two  years.  After 
completing  his  business  training,  he  became  a  book- 
keeper, and  for  several  years  was  thus  engaged.  In  1902 
he  came  to  America,  first  going  to  Hibbing,  Minnesota, 
where  he  remained  until  August,  1904.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  Hibbing  he  was  employed  by  the  Great  North- 
ern Railroad  Company.  In  1904  he  came  to  El  Paso  and 
went  to  work  as  a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  house  here.  He 
only  remained  a  short  time,  and  then  went  to  Dawson, 
New  Mexico,  as  manager  of  the  branch  house  of  the 
Southwestern  Mercantile  Company.  After  two  very  suc- 
cessful years  in  this  position,  he  returned  to  El  Paso,  and 
worked  here  until  August,  1911,  when  he  established  his 
present  business  in  association  with  Mr.  Rosenberg. 

From  a  small  beginning,  the  business  has  expanded 
nicely,  until  today  the  firm  carries  a  stock  of  about 
$3.5,000,  and  ten  salesmen,  besides  himself  and  his  part- 
ner, are  required  to  take  care  of  their  trade. 

Mr.  Levenson  is  one  of  the  energetic  business  men  of 
the  city  and  one  who  has  a  fine  faith  in  the  future  growth 


and  development  of  the  place.  His  confidence  has  found 
emphasis  in  his  investment  in  El  Paso  real  estate  and  in 
the  opening  of  a  second  mercantile  establishment,  which 
they  named  The  New  Bazaar  and  which  is  located  on 
East  Overland  street,  as  has  already  been  noted.  Mr. 
Levenson  is  one  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Texas  Bank 
and  Trust  Company  of  El  Paso,  and  is  otherwise  identi- 
fied with  business  enterprise  in  the  city,  aside  from  his 
mercantile   establishments. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Levenson  gives  his  allegiance  to  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Maccabees,  but  has  no  other  fraternal  affiliations. 

On  December  20,  1908,  Mr.  Levenson  was  married  to 
Lena  Bromberg  at  El  Paso,  and  one  child,  Bessie  Leven- 
son, has  been  born  to  them.  She  was  born  on  March  1st, 
1910,  in  this  city. 

Chakles  Deutz.  The  name  Deutz  has  been  closely 
identified  with  the  hardware  business  in  Texas  for  more 
than  half  a  century.  The  pioneer  work  was  done  by  the 
late  Joseph  Deutz,  whose  splendid  ability  and  vigorous 
salesmanship  made  him  one  of  the  most  successful  of 
Texas  past  merchants.  He  began  business  in  San  Antonio 
in  1856,  moved  to  Laredo  in  1879,  and  kept  his  hands  on 
his  aft'airs  and  gave  them  the  benefit  of  his  judgment 
till  1896.  The  business  is  now  carried  on  under  the 
style  A.  Deutz  &  Brother. 

Its  trade  is  international,  and  for  many  years  the 
name  Deutz  has  had  a  recognized  commercial  value  on 
both  sides  of  the  Rio  Grande.  In  1911  the  firm  built 
their  present  splendid  store  on  Hidalgo  street  in  Laredo, 
one  of  the  finest  buildings  of  its  type  in  the  Southwest, 
and  there  are  very  few  finer  hardware  stores  in  the 
United  States.  They  have  a  large  wholesale  as  well  as 
retail  trade,  and  carry  an  extensive  stock  of  hardware, 
implements,  vehicles,  queensware,  jilumbing  supplies, 
engines  and  machinery  for  both  agriculture  and  mining, 
and  the  brothers  have  a  reputation  for  flawless  integrity 
as  well  as  for  keen  enterprise.  The  building,  of  one 
story,  is  located  on  a  prominent  corner,  and  has  front- 
age of  150  feet  of  solid  plate  glass,  with  marble  base 
and  aluminum  strips.  A  hanging  awning  with  prism 
glass  overhead  extends  along  the  entire  front.  There 
are  two  very  large  display  windows  and  two  other  dis- 
play windows,  and  all  three  vestibules  are  laid  with 
selected  tile.  The  ceiling  of  the  building  is  steel,  with 
two  rows  of  iron  pillars  supporting  the  roof.  The  entire 
building  has  a  frontage  of  150  feet  and  a  depth  of  110 
feet,  87  feet  of  this  depth  being  used  for  floor  space. 
The  rear  of  the  building  is  divided  into  several  rooms, 
one  as  a  retail  stock  room  and  the  other  as  a  manufac- 
turing and  repair  shop,  while  in  the  center  a  balcony, 
or  mezzanine  floor,  malses  two  rooms,  the  upper  being 
used  as  a  general  office.  The  building  is  constructed  of 
brick,  and  to  increase  its  protection  against  fire  is 
equipped  with  fire  hydrants  placed  conveniently  for 
immediate  use  and  fire  extinguii-hers.  There  are  three 
large  skylights,  and  provision  for  artificial  lighting  by 
electricity  and  natural  gas.  The  store  equipment  com- 
prises the  Heller  system  of  shelving,  and  all  the  show- 
cases are  of  plate  glass  with  marble  base.  The  estab- 
lishment is  equipped  with  a  modern  telephone  system, 
with  private  switchboard,  so  that  every  department  of 
the  store  is  connected  with  every  other  and  with  the 
general  office.  As  a  large  part  of  the  business  is 
country  trade,  the  system  also  provides  for  adequate 
long-distance  telephone  service.  As  one  of  the  oldest 
established  firms  in  the  Rio  Grande  valley,  its  trade 
extends  up  and  down  for  many  miles  from  Laredo,  and 
probably  no  other  firm  in  the  line  express  so  much  goods 
across  the  boundary  into  Old  Mexico. 

Charles  Deutz,  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  A.  Deutz 
&  Brother,  comes  naturally  by  his  ability  as  a  hardware 
merchant.  He  assisted  his  father  from  early  boyhood 
in  buying  for  the  firm  and  in  shipping  goods  to  Old 
Mexico,  and  has  proved  a  worthy  successor  to  his  hon- 
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ored  father.  Charles  Deutz  was  born  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  in  1S71,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Agatha  (Lincke) 
Deutz.  The  late  Joseph  Deutz,  who  as  born  at  Coblenz- 
on-the-Ehine  in  1827,  came  to  America  when  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  in  1S4S.  The  steamer  landed  him  in  New 
York  City,  and  that  was  his  home  for  two  years.  He 
was  attracted  to  southwest  Texas,  because  it  was  one  of 
the  chief  centers  of  German  colonization  in  the  United 
States,  and  arrived  in  San  Antonio  in  1850.  For  sev- 
eral years  his  experience  was  that  of  a  worker  for 
others,  and  in  1856  he  married  and  began  in  the  hard- 
ware trade  for  himself.  From  almost  the  first  he  inter- 
ested himself  in  the  extension  of  his  business  into  Mex- 
ico, and  in  1862  moved  across  the  boundary  and  became 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Guilbau,  Herman  &  Company 
at  Monterey.  His  stay  in  Mexico  at  that  time  was 
profitable  and  gave  him  a  fair  knowledge  of  conditions 
which  have  ever  since  been  utilized  in  the  hardware 
business  conducted  under  the  Deutz  name.  Eeturning 
to  San  Antonio  in  1866,  Joseph  Deutz  continued  in  the 
hardware  business  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Norton 
&  Deutz  until  1879.  In  the  latter  part  of  that  year  he 
established  his  business  headquarters  at  Laredo,  and 
that  city  was  his  home  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The 
business  at  Laredo  was  first  conducted  under  the  name 
of  Deutz  &  Koehler,  and  subsequently  became  J.  Deutz 
&  Sons.  Though  he  retired  from  active  duties  in  1896 
he  always  maintained  a  vigorous  and  hearty  old  age.  For 
several  years  he  served  as  president  of  the  Laredo 
National  Bank. 

His  death  at  his  home  in  Laredo  on  October  18,  1912, 
meant  the  loss  of  one  of  Texas'  pioneer  merchants  and 
finest  citizens.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had 
the .  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  living  hardware 
merchant  in  Texas.  His  initiative  and  strength  of 
character  were  the  chief  factors  in  his  success,  and  at 
the  same  time  he  was  greatly  admired  for  his  thorough 
honesty  and  uprightness  and  his  many  exceptional  per- 
sonal qualities.  As  an  example  of  the  spirit  of  progress 
which  always. animated  him,  as  early  as  1857  he  was 
using  shelf"  boxes  of  his  own  invention  and  may  be 
considered  as  the  originator  of  the  system  which  has 
contributed  materially  to  successful  retail  methods  in 
modern  times.  He  bought  up  cigar  boxes  in  large 
quantities,  covered  them  with  green  paper  and  placed 
them  on  his  shelves,  with  samples  of  the  articles  within 
fastened  on  the  outside.  News  of  his  extensive  pur- 
chases of  cigar  boxes  came  to  the  ears  of  the  revenue 
officers,  and  they  suspected  that  Mr.  Deutz  was  refilling 
them  with  cigars.  Secret  service  men  investigated,  but 
were  soon  convinced  that  the  merchant  was  using  the 
boxes  in  extremely  practical  as  well  as  legitimate  man- 
ner.    Mrs.  Joseph  Deutz  died  in  Laredo  in  1892. 

Charles  Deutz  was  liberally  educated,  attended  the 
noted  German-English  school  in  San  Antonio,  from 
which  so  many  prominent  men  in  southwest  Texas  re- 
ceived their  early  training.  After  a  two-years'  course 
at  the  Agricultural  and  ilechanical  College  at  Bryan, 
he  returned  home  in  1887  and  in  his  father's  store  con- 
tinued his  thorough  business  training  under  the  careful 
eye  of  the  latter. 

Charles  Deutz  has  been  a  hardware  buyer  for  twenty- 
seven  years  and  probably  no  other  man  of  his  age  in 
the  United  States  can  say  the  same.  He  was  one  of 
the  four  Deutz  brothers  who  succeeded  to  the  business 
in  1896.  and  in  190.3  Deutz  Brothers  sold  the  business 
to  Adolph  Deutz  and  Charles  Deutz,  and  since  that  time 
the  firm  name  has  stood  as  it  is  today,  A.  Deutz  & 
Brother,  with  Charles  Deutz  as  its  manager. 

Bates  McFarland.  At  the  end  of  forty  years'  active 
practice  in  the  law  Bates  McFarland  stands  as  one  of 
the  ablest  and  prominent  members  of  the  Texas  bar. 
For  more  than  a  decade  he  has  been  located  in  the  city 
of  El  Paso.  He  represents  one  of  the  old  and  honored 
families  of  Texas,  and  his  father  before  him  was  one  of 
the  able  lawvers  and  .iudges  of  the  state. 


Mr.  Bates  McFarland  was  born  February  24,  1850,  at 
the  old  town  of  LaGrange,  in  Fayette  county,  Texas,  a 
son  of  Isaac  B.  and  Adaline  McFarland.  The  father  died 
at  Eockport,  August  20th,  1899,  at  the  very  venerable 
age  of  eighty  years.  His  career  was  one  that  brought 
him  into  association  with  the  leading  men  of  Texas  dur- 
ing the  middle  half  of  the  last  century.  He  had  for 
sixteen  consecutive  years  served  as  a  district  judge,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  resided  at  Brenham,  and  was  for  many 
years  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  law.  Although  a 
thorough  "Texan  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  he  was  a 
staunch  Eepubliean. 

Bates  McFarland  received  his  college  education  at 
Trinity  University,  at  Tehuacana,  and  subsequently  grad- 
uated from  the  law  department  of  the  Cumberland  Uni- 
versitv,  at  Lebanon,  Tennessee,  where  he  was  given  the 
degree  of  LL.  B. 

Since  1873  Mr.  McFarland  has  been  regularly  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  in  this  state.  For  about  ten  years 
he  had  his  offices  at  Brenham,  and  from  there  moved  to 
Eockport,  and  then,  in  1900,  to  El  Paso.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  father's  affiliation  with  the  Eepubliean  party, 
Mr.  McFarland  has  always  been  a  staunch  Democrat  and 
one  of  the  influential  men  in  civic  affairs. 

On  February  1,  1879,  at  Courtney,  in  Grimes  county, 
Mr.  JIcFarland  married  Miss  Bettie  B.  Holland,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Col.  James  K.  Holland  of  Courtney,  Texas.  Her 
father  and  grandfather  were  both  intimately  identified 
with  legislative  affairs  in  the  early  years  of  Texas,  both 
as  a  Eepublic  and  as  a  state.  The  four  children  of  Mr. 
McFarland  and  wife  are  named  as  follows:  Bates  H., 
who  is  now  about  thirty-seven  years  of  age;  Lilly  E.,  the 
wife  of  F.  G.  Belk,  about  two  years  younger  than  her 
brother;  I.  B.  McFarland,  age  about  thirty-one,  and 
Adaline  A.,  age  twenty-nine. 

By  his  long  career  of  residence  and  professional  activ- 
ity Mr.  McFarland  has  indicated  his  affection  for  Texas 
and  Texans,  and  there  is  no  one  more  positive  in  his  be- 
lief as  to  the  great  future  of  this  state.  He  is  thor- 
oughly well  informed  about  the  natural  resources  and  op- 
portunities of  the  state  at  the  present  time  and  is  pos- 
sessed of  a  large  knowledge,  gained  from  personal  ob- 
servation, covering  the  history  of  the  state  during  the 
past  thirty  or  forty  years. 

William  Henry  Bakton.  Of  one  of  the  old  and  rep- 
refentative  families  in  east  Texas,  Mr.  Barton  grew  up 
in  Eusk  county  and  had  a  college  education.  He  began 
his  business  career  as  a  merchant  in  Overton,  and  has 
also  followed  farming  and  merchandising  at  Overton  for 
the  past  thirty  years;  is  a  banker  there,  and  one  of  the 
most  influential  and  prosperous  citizens. 

William  Henry  Barton  was  born  in  Henderson,  Texas, 
July  4,  1855,  a  son  of  James  M.  Barton  and  a  grandson 
of  Benjamin  Barton.  The  grandfather  came  to  Texas 
during  the  early  forties  and  was  killed  in  Harrison 
countv  in  the  moderator  and  regulator  war,  about  1842. 
Benjamin  Barton  married  a  Miss  Baker,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  James  M.;  Ben.  who  was  killed  by  the  In- 
dians; Tead  and  Lem  of  Texas;  Watson  of  Hubbard, 
Texas;  Bailey  of  Texas;  Elliott,  who  died  in  Eusk 
countv,  leaving  a  family;  Melissa,  now  deceased,  who 
married  William  Baker,  and  Zilphia,  who  married  Thomas 
McCarty. 

James  M.  Barton  was  born  in  Pickens  district  of  South 
Carolina,  was  roared  on  a  farm,  had  a  limited  education, 
and  soon  after  his  father's  death,  in  Harrison  county. 
Texas,  settled  in  Eusk  county,  at  Millville,  where  he  was 
elected  sheriff  and  served  for  some  eight  or  ten  years  in 
that  important  office  at  a  time  when  the  duties  of  sherifF 
meant  almost  constant  association  with  the  rough  and 
lawless  element.  James  M.  Barton  was  not  only  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Mexican  war,  in  General  Taylor's  army,  but 
when  the  Civil  war  came  on  he  took  sides  with  the  Con- 
federacy and  was  commissioned  a  captain,  his  service 
being  principally  east  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver.     He  was 
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in  the  battle  at  Corinth,  and  saw  much  other  active  serv- 
ice, until  the  failure  of  his  health  caused  him  to  give  ud 
his  commission.  When  he  left  the  army  he  held  the  rank 
of  colonel  in  his  regiment.  After  the  war.  Col.  James 
Barton  was  engaged  in  business  as  a  merchant  at  old 
Bellview,  and  afterwards  at  Hallville,  and  still  later  at 
Longview.  The  burning  of  his  store  at  Longview  caused 
him  to  leave  the  business,  and  he  then  retired  to  his 
farm  at  Bellview,  giving  his  time  and  attention  to  the 
quiet  vocation  of  farming  until  his  death,  in  September, 
1879.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  held  the  office  of 
sergeant-at-arms  in  the  Texas  Senate. 

Col.  James  M.  Barton  married  Miss  Emily  Miller,  a 
daughter  of  Judge  John  C.  Miller,  who  came  from  Geor- 
gia in  an  early  day  and  was  county  judge  of  Eusk  county 
for  many  yeais,  an<l  lived  on  his  farm,  near  Henderson, 
until  his  death,  in  1876,  when  about  sixty-five  years  old. 
Judge  Miller  married  a  Miss  Thompson,  and  of  their 
children,  besides  Mrs.  Barton,  there  were:  Mrs.  Jo- 
sephine Mitchel,  Captain  W.  A.  Miller,  and  Dr.  H.  L. 
Miller.  Mrs.  James  M.  Barton  died  in  September,  1878, 
at  the  age  of  fiftv  years.  Her  children  were  J.  A..  Virgil 
and  Belle,  twins,"  of  whom  Belle  married  James  H.  (Cy- 
clone) Davis  of  Sulphur  Springs,  Texas,  and  Virgil  died 
at  Kilgore,  Texas,  leaving  a  family;  William  Henry  and 
Dr.  Augustus  Wiley  of  Overton. 

William  H.  Barton  grew  up  at  Henderson  and  vicinity, 
and  finished  his  education  in  the  old  Trinity  University, 
at  Tehuacana.  After  reaching  manhood,  he  started  in  as 
a  farmer,  an  occupation  which  he  varied  by  work  in  his 
father's  store,  and  finally,  in  1883,  he  entered  merchan- 
dising at  Overton,  and  his  record  of  steady  and  reliable 
business  dealings  has  been  continuous  in  that  place  for 
thirty  years.  When  he  first  offered  goods  to  the  public 
as  a  merchant,  his  capital  comprised  about  seven  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  he  had  a  wife  and  child  to  support. 
Though  merchandising  has  been  his  regular  vocation,  a 
portion  of  his  time  has  been  devoted  to  farming,  and  at 
the  present  time  he  is  vice  president  of  the  Farmers  & 
Merchants  State  Bank  of  Overton.  Mr.  Barton  has  also 
built  himself  one  of  the  comfortable  homes  of  the  little 
city.  His  public  service  has  likewise  been  important  and 
stamps   him   as   a  public-spirited    citizen.     For   eighteen 
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marriage  of  William 

nue,  a  cousin  of  Col. 
R.  M.  and  W.  B.  Wynne.  Her  father  was  Colonel  Rob- 
ert E.  Wynne,  who  c'ame  from  Tpiiuessee  and  whose  wife 
was  Miss  Marv  W.-itkint;  ..f  tin'  old  San  Augustine  family 
of  that  name.'  Mr.  ;iii,l  Mis.  I'.iirton's  oldest  child.  Wil- 
liam Peyton  P.;irtoii.  gi-nliiatod  from  Tulane  University 
with  his  niediciil  degree  in  liM)4,  and  is  now  a  practicing 
physician  at  Overton ;  Robert  Virgil  married  Miss  Lois 
Gray,  and  their  children  are  Gray  and  Sue;  Henry 
Miller  Barton  is  associated  in  business  with  his  father; 
John  W.vnne  is  a  student  in  Columbia  University,  in  New 
York  City,  and  the  youngest  is  Mary  Emily. 

James  M.  Jones.  The  present  popular  and  efficient 
county  clerk  of  Eusk  county,  James  M.  Jones,  has  spent 
his  life  chiefly  within  the  confines  of  the  county  and  is 
a  member  of  a  family  widely  known  in  this  part  of 
Texas.  He  was  born  in  the  communitv  of  Pine  Hill, 
where  his  father,  the  Hon.  J.  Rnsmii-  Ji'iirs.  .,.ttl...l  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1867,  coming  here  from  ii.'.n  Mille.lLicville. 
Georgia.  The  latter 's  public  service  to  Tcx.-is  lias  been 
given  as  a  member  of  the  lower  house  of  the  legislature, 
in  which  service  he  won  prominence  as  an  investigator 
of  the  state's  penal  affairs,  as  a  man  of  measures,  and 
as  a  debater  and  legislator. 

J.  Easmus  Jones,  or  "Eas"  Jones,  as  he  is  known 
among  public  men  of  Texas,  was  born  in  Georgia, 
August  26,  1834.    His  education  came  from  his  perusal  of 
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the  old  blue  spelling  book  and  from  seventy-two  days  as 
a  pupil  in  school.  He  was  a  natural  seeker  after  knowl- 
edge, and  when  going'  on  an  errand  for  his  father  or  to 
mill  he  was  wont  to  carry  his  spelling  book  with  him  to 
make  good  use  of  his  idle  time.  To  avoid  the  jeers  and 
scoffs  of  the  other  boys  about  the  mill  because  of  his 
friendship  for  the  junior  Webster,  he  would  hide  the  small 
volume  under  his  coat  and  seek  a  lonely  place  where  he 
could  commit  its  contents  to  memory,  and  it  is  said  that 
he  became  so  familiar  with  it  that  even  in  the  decline  of 
life  he  could  call  the  next  word  of  any  column  one  would 
pronounce  to  him.  Being  ot  an  inquiring  turn  of  mind, 
"Eas"  Jones  acquired  the  habit  of  learning  alone.  His 
fund  of  information  came  to  mark  him  as  a  learned  man, 
and  the  accuracy  of  his  knowledge  surprised  his  friends 
and  his  legislative  colleagues  as  he  displayed  it  in  the 
midst  of  debate  upon  the  floor  of  the  house  or  in  stating 
facts  in  the  course  of  his  speeches.  He  was  master 
of  himself  and  of  every  situation  when  he  occupied  the 
floor.  Interruption  did  not  perturb  him  and  he  answered 
questions  with  such  readiness  and  resumed  the  thread 
of  his  discourses  with  such  ease  and  confidence  as  to 
gain  him  a  wide  confidence  among  his  contemporaries 
of  the  legislature.  Mr.  Jones  w^as  elected  to  the  house 
of  representatives  of  his  state  first  in  1884.  His  politics 
harmonized  with  the  dominant  ]>arty  of  Texas,  and  he 
represented  Panola  county  at  intervals  during  sixteen 
years.  He  suffered  defeats  at  home  once  or  twice  during 
this  long  service,  but  the  character  of  his  service  always 
dimmed  the  lustre  of  his  successor  and  his  return  to 
power  invariably  followed.  Among  his  committees  was ' 
the  one  on  Eoads,  Bridges  and  Ferries,  of  whioh  he  was 
chairman  for  a  time,  and  it  was  his  report  of  the  in- 
vestigating committee  of  the  penitentiary  management 
that  opened  the  eyes  of  Texans.  He  was  a  member 
of  this  committee  and  its  iiivesti 
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He  delighted  in  communing  with  men  of  recognized 
mental  worth  and  formed  friendshijis  among  the  great 
Texas  public  men.  He  always  aided  the  ambitions  of 
Senator  Bailey  and  had  a  warm  place  in  his  heart  for 
Governor  Eoss,  and  in  the  contest  of  190.^  he  gave 
valuable  support  to  the  candidacy  of  Hon.  Pat  Neff.^  the 
successful  contestant.  During  the  Civil  war  he  offered 
himself  to  the  Confederacy,  but  was  rejected  for  military 
duty  and  was  assigned  to  hospital  work  as  a  nurse. 
Mr.  .Tones  was  a  successful  farmer  after  tlie  old  methods 
and  had  a  strong  belief  that  a  uoilo  jnnl  ;i  |ilow,  with 
himself  at  the  helm,  was  the  mo^t  imtrnt  lor^o  possible 
in  the  production  of  a  crop  of  lotton.  So  \\i,le  a  con- 
fidence was  bestowed  upon  him  .nnioiiL:  llniil.'rson  mer- 
chants that  they  always  bought  Ins  cotton  without  the 
usual  formality' of  inspection.  All  thev  seemed  to  care 
was  that  it  was  the  product  of  his  own'  farm  nnd  of  his 
own  picking,  for  that  meant  the  best  fiber  of  the  season. 
He  sought  no  new  method  and  seemed  to  give  little 
thought  to  the  experiments  going  on  to  increase  the 
crop  per  acre  or  to  find  a  new  staple  with  a  larger  yield 
per  stalk.  His  unimportant  fraternal  work  has  been 
done  as  a  Master  JIason.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  church. 

"Ras"  .Tones  was  a  son  of  .John  A.  Jones,  who  came 
to  Texas  some  years  after  his  son  and  didl  on  his  farm 
ne.-ir  Pine  Hill.  His  familv  comprised  L.  Augustus,  who 
-lied  at  Pine  Hill,  Texas;  .T.  Rasmus  .nnd  Carrie,  who 
ninrried  a  Mr.  Newman.  These  children  were  by  his 
first  wife,  who  died  in  Georgia,  and  by  a  second  union 
Mr.  Jones  had  Harrison  of  Clavton.  Texas :  Joseph ; 
George;  Christopher,  who  is  deceased;  "Coot";  Thomas, 
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who  is  deceased,  and  Mattie  and  Nannie,  both  of  whom 
married. 

J.  Easmus  Jones  married  Miss  EmUy  Eosseau,  a 
daughter  of  Lucius  Eosseau,  of  a  French  family.  Mrs. 
Jones  died  June  8,  1906,  having  been  the  mother  of  these 
children:  Dr.  John  E.,  a  physician  of  Arkansas;  Charles 
of  Garrison,  Texas,  ex-county  clerk  of  Panola  county; 
Mrs.  Lizzie  Liles  of  Winnsboro,  Texas;  Emma,  who 
married  W.  A.  Liles,  and  is  now  deceased;  W.  E.  of 
Brownsville  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Eusk  county,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  after  teaching  for 
a  time,  was  elected  county  attorney  of  Panola,  and  after 
serving  four  years  as  district  attorney  resigned  to  take 
up  the  practice  of  law  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bio  Grande; 
James  M.,  of  this  notice;  Daisy,  who  married  W.  E. 
Lawrence  of  Clayton,  Texas;  Homer,  who  served  as  a 
page  of  the  Texas  house  of  representatives  as  a  boy 
and  now  resides  at  Pine  Hill,  and  Belle  of  Clayton, 
Texas,  who  married  first  J.  W.  Langley  and  is  now 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Jones. 

James  M.  Jones  was  born  May  2,  1876,  acquired  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  at  three  months  yearly, 
was  appointed  a  page  in  the  Texas  legislature  and 
served  as  such  in  the  session  of  1889,  gained  some  ex- 
perience as  assistant  to  a  teacher  in  Pine  Hill,  and 
when  he  abandoned  the  atmosphere  of  the  school  house 
entered  a  drug  store  at  Minden.  A  few  months  later 
he  came  to  Henderson  and  took  a  position  in  an  abstract 
office.  He  was  made  deputy  tax  assessor  by  Mr.  W.  D. 
Arnold  and  served  three  and  one-half  years,  and  a  like 
period  as  assistant  postmaster  under  Mrs.  E.  Y.  Flan- 
agan. He  was  appointed  deputy  county  clerk  in  1902 
and  served  under  Clerk  Lonnie  Smith  during  his  ad- 
ministration, and  in  1912  made  the  race  against  two 
competitors  and  was  nominated  for  the  office  and  elected 
in  the  following  November.  His  services  have  been  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  people 
of  the  community  and  to  show  that  they  made  no  mis- 
take in  choosing  Mr.  Jones  for  the  position. 

On  November  10,  1904,  Mr.  Jones  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Marie  L.  Sinclair,  daughter  of  F.  P. 
Sinclair,  whose  family  was  of  Louisiana  French  origin. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  this  union:  Thetys  J. 
and  James  Mason.  James  Mason  Jones  was  born  Novem- 
ber 1,   1912,  and  died  November  26,  1913. 

AViLLiAM  M.  Cole,  M.  D.  Among  the  active  members 
of  the  medical  profession  in  Longview,  the  subject  of 
this  review  occupies  an  enviable  position.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  Lone  Star  state,  having  been  born  at 
Ladonia,  Fannin  county,  Texas,  January  1,  1865,  and 
is  a  son  of  James  H.  and  Zerelda  (Houston)  Cole,  the 
former  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  Ladonia.  The 
origin  of  this  branch  of  the  Cole  family  was  in  County 
Cork,  Ireland.  Its  American  founder  was  Jacob  Cole, 
the  great-grandfather  of  Dr.  William  Cole,  who  came 
from'  the  Emerald  Isle  while  the  government  of  the 
United  States  was  still  in  its  swaddling  clothes  and 
settled  at  Baltimore.  Jlaryland.  A  razor  which  he 
brought  with  him  from  his  native  land  and  which  has 
done  service  in  the  family  through  the  succeeding 
generations,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Cole  of 
Longview.  A  son.  Jacob,  who  was  born  in  1799,  ran 
away  from  home  at  the  age  of  thirteen  and  made  his 
way  to  the  neighborhood  of  Danville,  Kentucky,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  of  cholera 
in  18.5,3.  He  first  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Hootsell  of 
Danville,  and  James  H.  Cole  was  the  only  issue  of  this 
union.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  married 
again,  and  to  this  second  marriage  was  born  a  son, 
Andrew,  who  passed  his  entire  life  in  the  vicinity  of 
Low's   Station,   Kentucky. 

.Tames  H.  Cole  was  born  in  Danville,  Kentucky,  in 
1826.  Opportunities  for  attending  school  were  rather 
meager  at  that  period  and  he  obtained  little  more  than 
the    rudiments    of    an    education    in    the    local    schools. 


Being  endowed  with  a  strong  native  talent  and  an  apti- 
tude for  making  application  of  his  powers,  he  added 
to  his  limited  education  by  observation  and  self-culture 
until  he  could  associate  with  the  best  informed  men 
without  feeling  in  the  least  humiliated.  History  was 
a  favorite  subject  with  him  and  one  in  which  he  ex- 
celled many  whose  opportunities  had  been  far  better 
than  his  own.  The  community  in  which  he  lived  benefited 
by  his  knowledge  of  history  in  the  talks  he  made  before 
public  schools  and  on  sundry  other  occasions.  Politically 
he  was  in  harmony  with  the  dominant  party  in  the 
South,  and  served  as  the  first  mayor  of  his  town,  as  well 
as  rendering  other  municipal  services  in  various  capaci- 
ties. He  was  a  soldier  of  two  wars.  In  the  war  with 
Mexico  he  was  a  member  of  Colonel  Cassius  M.  Clay's 
regiment,  which  served  under  General  Zachary  Taylor, 
and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Monterey,  Saltillo,  Buena 
Vista  and  a  number  of  minor  engagements.  At  Buena 
Vista  Mr.  Cole  was  wounded,  which  ended  his  military 
service  in  that  contest.  An  incident  that  occurred  while 
he  was  engaged  in  the  war  with  Mexico  is  worthy  of 
more  than  passing  mention.  On  one  occasion  he  was 
captured  by  the  enemy  and  condemned  to  be  shot  as 
a  spy.  Seven  men  were  detailed  to  carry  out  the  order 
and  Mr.  Cole  happened  to  discover  that  the  officer  in 
command  of  the  squad  was  a  member  of  a  secret  brother- 
hood to  which  he  himself  belonged.  At  the  first  op- 
portunity he  made  this  fact  known,  when  it  further 
developed  that  four  of  the  seven  members  of  the  detail 
were  also  members  of  the  same  society.  The  com- 
mander then  fent  away  the  three  members  that  were 
not  "brothers"  and  one  of  those  remaining  was  in- 
structed to  conduct  Mr.  Cole  to  the  American  lines.  The 
grave  was  then  filled  up  and  the  officer  then  reported 
to  his  superiors  that  the  duty  had  "been  performed." 
In  this  way  Mr.  Cole's  life  was  spared.  When  tbe 
Civil  war  broke  out  in  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army  until  he  was  wounded  in  action  near 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  which  ended  his  military  career  and 
left  him  a  cripple  for  life.  He  was  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  attained  to 
the  thirty-second  degree,  and,  being  a  student  of  the 
history  and  traditions  of  the  order,  he  was  frequently 
called  upon  to  deliver  addresses  before  Masonic  bodies. 

Before  leaving  his  native  state  of  Kentucky  and 
coming  to  Texas  in  the  year  1857,  James  H.  Cole  on 
August  21,  1849,  married  Miss  Zerelda  Houston,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Houston,  who  was  a  cousin  of  Gen- 
eral "Sam"  Houston,  the  liberator  of  Texas,  and 
whose  name  is  still  revered  by  her  loyal  sons.  Mrs. 
Cole's  father  was  a  Virginian  by  birth  and  her  mother 
was  a  daughter  of  Colonel  Ricliard  Lee,  a  member  of 
that  illustrious  family  of  soldiers  and  patriots  whose 
deeds  of  military  daring  and  strategy  adorn  the  pages 
of  American  history.  She  was  born  in  1843  and  died 
at  Ladonia,  Texas,' in  1876,  her  husband  surviving  her 
until  March  10,  1908.  Their  four  children  are  all  living. 
Eugene  G.  is  a  merchant  of  Durant,  Oklahoma;  Alice 
is  the  wife  of  G.  B.  Yager  of  that  city;  Dr.  William 
M. ;  and  Virgil  M.  is  a  resident  of  Durant,  Oklahoma. 

Dr.  William  M.  Cole  came  to  Longview  in  1886  and 
entered  the  offices  of  Dr.  Stansberry  as  a  student.  After 
a  thorough  preparation  under  this  able  preceptor  he 
matriculated  in  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine  at 
Louisville  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
in  1891.  Eeturning  to  Longview  he  began  the  practice 
of  medicine  here  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  he 
has  devoted  himself  to  his  chosen  calling,  with  the 
result  that  he  has  built  up  a  lucrative  practice  and 
stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  public  and  his 
brother  practitioners.  Notwithstanding  the  numerous 
calls  upon  him  in  his  professional  capacity  he  has  found 
time  to  serve  the  city  of  Longview  as  councilman,  and 
during  his  administration  as  mayor  from  1906  to  1910 
the  citv  was  placed  upon  a  cash  basis.  He  has  shown 
his  faith   in  the   future  of  Longview  by  erecting  some 


'2^^.^^     ^'     //^e^^St^Z::^  77tS- 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


1761 


of  the  finest  buildings  and  residences  in  the  city.  Eealiz- 
ing  the  benefits  that  result  from  organization,  Dr.  Cole 
holds  membership  in  the  American  Medical  Association 
and  the  Texas  State  Medical  Society.  He  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  has  held  the  office  of  district 
deputy  grand  master. 

On  February  25,  1891,  Dr.  Cole  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Gay  Keener,  daughter  of  Bowland  and  Mary 
(Pogues)  Keener  and  the  only  surviving  child  of  the 
family.  Her  parents  came  to  Longview  from  Eusis 
county,  Texas.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  have  two  children, 
Nelwyn,  aged  thirteen  years,  and  Zerelda,  aged  ten. 

William  R.  Newton,  M.  D.  The  medical  profession  in 
Milam  county  has  no  stronger  member  than  Dr.  Newton 
of  Cameron,  who  during  the  past  fifteen  years  has  built 
up  a  splendid  reputation  as  a  skillful  physician  and 
surgeon  and  enjoys  a  constantly  growing  prestige  and 
influence  throughout  his  home  community  and  in  the 
medical  profession  of  that  section  of  the  state.  His 
most  important  contribution  to  the  medical  and  surgical 
facilities  of  Milam  county  has  consisted  in  the  erection 
of  a  splendid  hospital  at  Cameron,  an  institution  that 
is  a  credit  to  the  community  and  the  means  of  a  com- 
petent and  excellent  service  to  a  large  surrounding 
territory. 

Dr.  Newton  was  born  in  Boone  county,  Arkansas, 
September  1,  1873,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late  Major 
George  W.  and  Nannie  (Brown)  Newton.  His  mother, 
who  was  born  in  Pope  county,  Arkansas,  in  1847,  now 
lives  in  Cameron.  The  ten  children  of  the  familv  were: 
Jefferson  D.,  Dixie,  John  H.,  William  i;.,  Mary  E., 
George  W.,  Mattie,  Jimmie,   L;im:i   if.   nnd  Minnie. 

Dr.  Newton  is  a  son  of  a  di~t  iiii^iii^licd  Confederate 
soldier  who  spent  his  last  years  in  .Milain  county,  Texas, 
but  whose  career  was  cbielly  identified  with  his  home 
state  of  Arkansas.  Major  George  W.  Newton  was  born 
in  Johnson  county,  Arkansas,  in  1S35,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  his  son,  Dr.  Newton,  in  Buckholts,  Texas,  March 
15,  1907.  He  was  in  Pope  county,  Arkansas,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Civil  war,  haviiig  returned  from  a 
prospecting  trip  to  California.  He  enlisted  as  a  pri- 
vate in  Captain  Thomas  Lincoln's  Company,  Scotts 
squadron.  For  gallantry  at  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge  in 
March,  1862,  he  was  promoted  lieutenant  and  later  made 
a  captain.  He  did  faithful  service  in  Arkansas  until 
after  the  battle  of  Elk  Horn,  and  was  then  transferred 
to  Brook's  battalion  to  Mississippi.  After  a  period  of 
iU  health  he  returned  to  the  service  as  major  in  Jack- 
man's  regiment  in  Shelby's  division.  He  took  part  in 
General  Price 's  famous  raid  through  Missouri  in  1864, 
marching  over  fifteen  hundred  miles  in  two  months  and 
engaging  with  the  enemy  about  forty  times.  Again  and 
again  his  bravery  as  a  soldier  wa*."  com  mended  by  his 
superior  officers.  Returning  tn  ,\rl;an-as  after  the  close 
of  the  war,  he  went  home  wKli  llic  usi.hc  to  :;ccc],t  the 
fate  of  arms,  but  such  were  tlic  cdnditams  durint;-  tlie 
hateful  period  of  reconstruction  that  he  could  not  quietly 
sit  by  and  witness  the  tyranny  of  carpet-bag  rule,  and 
to  the  outlaws  and  renegades  who  held  the  irresponsible 
and  arbitrary  civil  power  in  his  section  of  Arkansas  he 
proved  a  leader  whose  name  was  a  terror  in  the  restora- 
tion of  law  and  order.  For  many  years  after  the  war 
Major  Newton  operated  a  large  plantation  in  Boone 
county,  Arkansas,  and  was  one  of  the  most  influential 
citizens  of  that  locality.  He  was  a  minister  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  for  many  years  carried  on  his  gospel 
work  and  took  a  leading  part  in  establishing  a  seminary 
in  his  section  of  Arkansas.  His  life  deserves  long 
memory  and  two  brief  paragraphs  from  a  tribute 
written  by  a  friend  at  the  time  of  his  death  deserves 
quotation  at  this  point: 

"He  was  always  a  positive  force.  His  worth  and 
influence  were  always  felt,  respected  and  valued.  He 
was  pre-eminently  a  man  of  peace,  just,  true,  and  the 


soul  of  southern  honor  in  all  the  duties  and  relations 
of  life.  Since  the  birth  of  southern  chivalry  there  has 
not  answered  to  the  call  of  duty,  country,  home  and 
friends  a  nobler,  truer,  braver  spirit,  a  more  valiant, 
faithful  and  unselfish  patriot. 

' '  In  life  he  was  known  and  loved  by  an  '  innumer- 
able eompa-ny'  of  the  good  and  true;  now,  that  he  is 
at  rest,  his  devoutness  as  a  Christian,  his  kindly  and 
genial  spirit  as  a  neighbor  and  friend,  his  sterling 
worth  as  a  citizen,  and  his  distinguished  valor  as  a 
soldier  are  to  his  life-long  friends  a  cherished  mem- 
ory, and  to  his  surviving  wife  and  children  a  heritage 
of  which  they  may  be  proud." 

Dr.  William  E.  Newton  grew  up  in  Boone  county, 
Arkansas,  attended  the  public  schools  there,  grad- 
uating from  the  high  school  in  1895.  His  studies  were 
pursued  at  the  Memphis  Hospital  Medical  College  in 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  until  graduating  M.  D.  in  1898. 
It  has  been  his  ambition  to  perfect  himself  for  in- 
creasing duties  and  responsibilities  of  a  successful  prac- 
tice, and  he  has  availed  himself  first  of  the  advantages 
of  the  New  York  Polyclinic  for  post-graduate  study  in 
1904,  and  then  at  the  Chicago  Policlinic  in  1910.  After 
two  years  of  private  practice  at  Russellville,  Arkansas, 
Dr.  Newton  in  1900  established  his  office  at  Buck- 
holts  in  Milam  county,  Texas.  His  was  a  general  prac- 
tice until  recent  years,  when  he  has  given  more  and 
more  of  his  time  to  surgery  and  to  hospital  manage- 
ment. In  1911  he  built  a  sanitarium  in  Buckholts, 
Texas,  but  it  was  burned  down  in  the  following  year. 
In  1913  he  began  the  erection  of  his  splendid  hospital 
at  Cameron  at  a  cost  of  more  than  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars, including  the  price  paid  for  tlie  grounds.  It  was 
formally  opened  January  6,  1914.  This  hospital  has 
one  hundred  beds,  and  in  its  facilities  and  in  its  serv- 
ice stands  in  the  front  rank  of  similar  institutions 
throughout   the  southwest. 

At  Cameron  on  May  17,  1906,  Dr.  Newton  married 
Matilda  J.  Mondrick,  daughter  of  Joseph  Mondrick  of 
Cameron.  They  have  two  children :  William  Joseph 
and  George  W.  Mrs.  Newton  's  father  is  a  retired  merch- 
ant. Dr.  Newton  has  affiliations  with  the  Masonic 
order,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  has  relations  with  the  medical  socie- 
ties. His  church  is  the  Baptist,  and  he  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  Democratic  activities  of  his  section, 
having  been  chairman  of  the  cmnilv  f.r-iin  ation  for 
four  years.  His  diversions  are  in  ii.i  .  i  i  iis  family, 
and  in   an   occasional  hunting  ami    i    'ii       ; 

Dr.  Newton  has  important  busin.  -.-  hUck  -i^,  and  his 
position  as  a  business  man  is  only  second  to  his  work 
as  a  physician  and  surgeon.  Besides  his  sanitarium 
at  Cameron  he  owns  a  good  residence,  has  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  improved  farm  land  in  Milam 
county,  a  section  of  land  in  Midland  county,  and  four 
luindred  acres  in  Old  Mexico.  In  1907  Dr.  Newton  led 
in  the  organization  of  the  Buckholts  State  Bank  and 
of   the   Buckholts   Mercantile   Company. 

Eev.  T.  J.  Oliver  Curran.  It  was  a  seeming  bit  of 
ill  fortune  that  sent  Rev.  T.  J.  Oliver  Curran  to  Texas 
in  the  year  1910,  when  continued  ill  health  caused  him 
to  locate  in  Terrell,  Texas,  in  the  hope  of  improving  his 
condition,  but  he  regards  that  circumstance  today  as 
one  of  the  best  things  that  has  happened  to  him  during 
his  very  active  and  busy  career,  for  he  is  well  pleased 
with  Texas.  He  has  been  rector  of  St.  Luke 's  Episcopal 
church  in  Denison  for  over  two  years,  and  is  undeniably 
one  of  the  most  popular  and  highly  esteemed  men  in 
the  city. 

A  native  son  of  Ireland,  he  was  born  in  Lisburn  on 
August  8,  1863,  a  son  of  James  and  Susanna  Curran. 
His  father  was  a  noted  artist  of  Ireland  and  a  grandson 
of  the  well  known  .John  Phillpot  Curran.  He  died  in 
Lisburn   when    he   was   about   sixty   years   of   age,    and 
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the  wife  and  mother  died  ou  May  1,  1892,  iu  Chicago. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters, 
and  of  this  family  of  five  Eev.  T.  J.  Oliver  Curran  is 
the  youngest  born. 

Educated  iu  private  schools  in  Ireland  and  in  Queens 
University  at  Belfast,  up  to  the  age  of  eighteen,  young 
Curran  came  then  to  the  States  with  his  mother,  an.i 
they  located  in  Chicago.  There  he  became  interested  in 
the  insurance  and  real  estate  business  and  he  was  very 
successful.  So  much  so,  in  fact,  that  it  is  highly  probable 
that  he  would  have  achieved  distinct  success  in  that 
field  had  he  chosen  to  remain  so  identified.  But  the 
natural  inclination  of  the  young  man  was  toward  the 
church,  and  so  strong  was  this  conviction  that  he  turned 
his  attention  definitely  to  the  study  of  theology  in  the 
Western  Theological  Seminary  of  Chicago,  where  for 
five  years  he  was  a  close  and  careful  student.  He  was 
graduated  in  1905  with  the  degree  of  B.  D.  and  was 
ordained  to  the  ministry  in  Chicago  by  Bishop  McLaren 
of  that  city. 

The  first  ministerial  work  of  the  young  cleric  was 
that  of  a  missionary  in  the  Diocese  of  Chicago,  and 
after  a  number  of  years  there  he  experienced  a  physical 
breakdown  that  induced  him  to  take  up  his  abode  iu 
Wheeling,  West  Virginia.  There  his  religious  enthusiasm 
and  his  love  of  humanity  combined  to  make  of  him 
one  of  the  most  potent  forces  for  good  in  the  factory 
districts  that  the  city  had  known  in  many  years,  and 
he  spent  eight  years  of  his  life  there  iu  his  work  among 
the  people  of  the  mills  and  factories.  These  years  were 
crowded  big  with  experience  and  results,  and  it  would 
be  difficult  to  form  any  adequate  estimate  of  the  force 
and  effect  of  the  activities  of  the  young  minister  in 
those  years. 

In  West  Virginia  his  health  again  broke  down  from 
the  hardships  of  his  work  and  he  left  that  field  and  was 
under  the  care  of  specialists  in  Philadelphia  for  two 
years.  While  in  that  city  he  assisted  the  Eector  of  St. 
Andrew's  church.  Thirty-seventh  and  Barings  streets. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  his  medical  advisors  sneLicsted 
that  he  try  the  Texas  climate,  and  ho  :ii  > m  lin^ly  Iri,  uted 
at  Terrell".  There  he  soon  found  hims.li  rullv  n  mm. red 
and  in  full  po.=session  of  his  former  strrimtli  an. I  viyor. 
Filled  with  renewed  ambition  he  sought  a  wider  field 
for  his  labors  and  the  result  was  his  removal  to  Denison, 
where  he  located  on  November  30,  1911.  Here  he  has 
carried  on  his  work  in  the  city  and  has  continued  to 
enjoy  the  fullest  physical  health,  so  that  he  regards  his 
removal  to  Texas  as  most  fortunate. 

Eev.  Curran,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  rector  of 
St.  Luke's,  is  identified  with  considerable  outside  work 
among  the  people  of  Denison.  He  is  a  Democrat  politi- 
cally and,  unlike  many  clergymen,  exercises  his  right  of 
franchise  unfailingly  when  opportunity  presents  itself. 

His  wife,  who  was  Miss  Laura  Agnes  Eeed,  is  a 
daughter  of  the  great  pioneer,  Stillman  S.  Eeed  of 
Mansfield,  Ohio. 

The  family  of  Eev.  T.  J.  Oliver  Curran  is  one  that  has 
but  few  representatives  in  the  States,  and  the  nearest 
relative  he  claims  this  side  of  Ireland  is  John  Phillpot 
Curran,  Judge  of  the  King's  Bench,  in  Winnipeg, 
Canada.  The  family,  however,  is  one  that  is  well  rep- 
resented on  its  native  heath,  and  men  of  the  name 
have  been  prominent  in  politics  and  in  Irish  art  and 
letters  through  a  number  of  generations. 

Joseph  H.  McBroom.  One  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  El  Paso  bar,  Mr.  McBroom  located  in  El  Paso 
over  ten  years  ago  as  semi-invalid,  having  been  at- 
tracted to  this  western  city  as  a  place  to  restore  a 
constitution  which  had  long  been  failing.  Thus  he  is 
both  a  representative  of  the  health  resources  of  this 
city  and  of  its  possibilities  as  a  business  center. 

Joseph  H.  McBroom  was  born  at  Monticello.  Illinois, 
January  30,  ISTI.  and  was  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Elizabeth 
McBroom.     The  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.     His 


father  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  substantial  farmer 
in  Piatt  county,  Illinois,  and  from  there  moved  to  Monti- 
cello.  Joseph  H.  McBroom  as  a  boy  attended  the  Monti- 
cello  high  school,  of  which  he  is  a  graduate,  and  later 
graduated  from  Wabash  College  at  CrawfordsviUe, 
Indiana,  in  June,  1897,  taking  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts.  Admitted  to  the  Indiana  bar  he  began  practice 
and  remained  for  four  years  at  CrawfordsviUe.  Ill 
health  compelled  him  to  make  a  move  to  a  different 
climate  and  as  a  result  in  September,  1902,  he  arrived 
in  El  Paso.  Mr.  McBroom  is  a  vigorous  specimen  of 
physical  manhood  at  the  present  time,  and  in  the  years 
since  locating  here  has  built  up  a  fine  practice  in  the 
better  class  of  litigation. 

During  the  Spanish-American  war  of  1898-99  Mr. 
McBroom  was  for  six  months  with  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-Eighth  Indiana  Volunteers.  In  polities  he  has 
been  a  Eepublican  in  principles  and  as  a  voter  usually 
supporting  the  candidate,  but  during  the  last  campaign 
in  1912  was  allied  with  the  Progressives.  During  1908 
he  was  president  of  the  Taft-Sherman  Club  of  El  Paso. 
Fr^iternally  he  has  membership  in  the  Kappa  Sigma 
College  Fraternity  and  is  a  member  and  trustee  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  El  Paso. 

At  Newtown,  Indiana,  September  14,  1904,  he  married 
Miss  Alice  M.  Parnell  of  Newtown,  a  daughter  of  Eobert 
and  Minerva  Parnell.  Their  one  child  is  a  daughter 
named  Marjorie  Dell.  It  is  superfluous  to  add  that  Mr. 
McBroom  is  an  enthusiast  regarding  the  climate  and  the 
business  possibilities  of  El  Paso  and  western  Texas,  and 
it  is  needless  to  say  that  such  is  his  confidence  in  the 
place  that  he  would  live  nowhere  else. 

Joseph  M.  Lewis.  Coming  to  America  a  boy  of 
twelve  years  and  starting  out  for  himself  only  a  year 
later,  Mr.  Lewis  after  a  varied  experience  and  the  suc- 
cessful overcoming  of  many  obstacles  finally  got  into 
the  theatrical  and  amusement  business  and  is  now 
known  as  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  largest  and 
finest  theaters  in  El  Paso  and  all  west  Texas,  and  is  a 
very  enterprising  promoter  of  high  class  theatrical  enter- 
tainment in  this  city. 

Joseph  M.  Lewis  was  born  at  Odessa,  Eussia,  May  21, 
1879,  being  the  third  of  eight  children  born  to  Morris 
and  Anna  Lewis,  both  natives  of  Eussia.  The  family  came 
to  America  in  1891,  locating  in  Houston,  Texas,  where 
the  father  has  ever  since  been  connected  with  mer- 
chandising. 

.Joseph  M.  Lewis  received  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  country  and  for  a  very  brief  time  after 
coming  to.  America  attended  school.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  he  began  working  in  a  store  and  continued  in 
one  place  or  another,  getting  exnerience  more  than 
capital  up  to  the  time  he  was  eighteen.  He  then  be- 
came interested  in  the  decorating  and  advertising  trade 
and  was  in  that  line  until  1904.  In  the  city  of  Dallas 
he  established  what  has  ever  since  been  known  in  ad- 
vertising circles  as  the  Lewis  System,  and  it  has  been 
a  very  effective  means  of  setting  before  the  public  the 
current  business  opportunities  and  attractions  and 
amusements  of  the  dav.  Mr.  Lewis  has  been  a  resident 
of  El  Paso  since  February  fi.  1911,  and  in  this  city 
established  what  is  known  as  the  Princess  Theater.  On 
October  26.  1911.  he  and  Mr.  V.  B.  Andrews  opened  to 
the  public  the  Grecian  Theater,  which  easily  ranks  as 
the  finest  theater  building  in  El  Paso,  and  one  of  the 
very  best  in  the  entire  southwest.  Both  the  Princess  and 
the  Grecian  are  owned  by  Messrs.  Lewis  &  Andrews. 
The  Grecian  is  located  at  the  corner  of  El  Paso  and 
Overland  streets.  Mr.  Lewis  has  other  real  estate  hold- 
ings in  El  Paso  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  very  suc- 
cessful citizens  and  one  who  has  a  public  spirited  at- 
titude toward  all  things  for  the  betterment  of  the  city. 

He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  has  never  sought  any 
official  honors.     He  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and 
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Protective   Order   of   Elks   and   belongs   to    the    Moving 
Picture  Exhibitors'  League  of  Texas. 

On  January  27,  1902,  at  Fort  Worth,  he  married  Miss 
Jessie  Griswell,  daughter  of  Charles  Griswell.  Mrs. 
Lewis  was  born  in  Tennessee,  but  was  reared  in  Texas. 
Their  home  is  in  the  Virginia  Apartments  on  North 
Oregon  street. 

Anton  Camozze.  As  a  business  builder  few  men  in 
El  Paso  have  a  record  of  such  substantial  prosperity  as 
that  of  Anton  Camozze,  head  of  the  largest  ice  cream 
manufacturing  establishment  in  the  southwest,  and  of 
the  only  exclusive  concern  of  this  kind  in  El  Paso.  Mr. 
Camozze  came  to  this  city  a  little  more  than  ten  years 
ago,  after  having  suffered  disastrous  reverses  during 
the  panic  years  of  the  nineties.  He  had  begun  as  a 
poor  man  on  coming  to  America,  many  years  ago,  and 
by  dint  of  industry  and  business  talents  of  more  than 
ordinary  caliber,  he  had  acquired  what  would  be  con- 
sidered a  substantial  fortune.  Nearly  all  of  this  he  lost 
in  the  panic  years  of  the  nineties  and  came  to  El  Paso 
with  what  remained  of  his  little  fortune  and  began  his 
fight  all  over  again.  He  is  now  probably  more  prosperous 
than  ever  and  has  acquired  a  place  of  substantial  in- 
fluence in  his  city. 

Anton  Camoz7e  was  born  in  Switzerland  on  May  28, 
18.59.  His  father  was  Matthew  Camozze,  a  native  of 
SwitzerhTud,  a  coppersmith  by  trade,  and  a  very  promi- 
nent man  in  his  canton  and  republic.  He  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1S70,  lint  after  five  years  returned  to  his  beloved 
Switierlanil,  where  he  died  in  1879,  on  April  l9,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six.  He  was  a  devout  member  of  the 
Catholic  church  and  took  a  very  active  part  in  political 
and  civic  matters  in  Switzerland.  He  served  as  mayor 
of  Cozzo,  also  as  treasurer  of  the  town,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  was  treasurer  of  his  church.  His  political 
thought  was  that  of  the  radical  republican  faction.  He 
was  a  man  of  determined  and  lofty  character  and  carried 
the  high  respect  of  his  fellow  men  to  the  end  of  his  life. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Josephine  Galli;  she 
was  born  in  Switzerland  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven  years  on  June  11,  18.59.  There  were  four  children 
in  the  family,  of  whom  Anton  was  the  youngest. 

Educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land,  passing 
throni,'li  tlie  hiyli  school,  he  left  home  and  school  together 
at  tlio  atje  of  sixteen  and  set  out  for  America,  where 
he  arrived  on  ^tay  9.  1870.  From  New  York  he  came 
to  St.  Louis,  where  he  found  emplovnient  with  the 
Cabanne  Milk  Company.  A  year  later  he  entered  the 
employment  of  the  St.  Louis  Stamping  Cnmpanv,  in 
which  plant  he  learned  the  tinsmith's  trade  and  fol- 
lowed that  for  a  number  of  vears.  He  remained  in 
St.  Louis  from  1876  until  the  end  of  1879,  and  in  1SS3 
went  out  west  and  located  in  Denver.  There  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  confectionery  and  grocery  busi- 
ness and  eradually  enlarged  his  stock  and  quarters  and 
trade  until  he  has  made  himself  master  of  a  very  fine 
and  profitable  business.  His  home  was  in  Denver  from 
1883  until  1900.  Subsequent  to  the  panic  of  1893  he 
lost  about  $30,000.  Beginning  with  a  cash  capital  of 
.$1,000  in  Denver  he  has  gradually  got  ahead  until  his 
resources  were  a  comfortable  amount, "so  that  the  disaster 
which  came  to  him  almost  wiped  out  his  lifetime  ac- 
cumulations. With  what  remained  of  his  capital  he 
came  to  El  Paso,  where  he  arrived  on  November  11, 
1900. 

On  May  1.  1901,  Mr.  Camozze  established  at  the  corner 
of  Oregon  and  Franklin  streets  a  wholesale  and  retail 
ice  cream  and  confectionerv  business.  This  was  the 
onlv  exclusive  factory  for  ice  cream  in  El  Paso,  and 
owinc  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Carao7ze  has  kept  his  product 
up  to  the  highest  standard  of  ouality  and  sanitary 
wholesomeness  he  has  enioved  a  business  with  a  tendency 
to  increase  in  volume  everv  vear.  He  not  onlv  supplies 
a  lar.rp  part  of  the  local  trade,  but  ships  his  creams  and 
ices   throughout   a   large   scope   of   territory   of  which   El 


Paso  is  the  logical  business  center.  The  office  and  plant 
of  the  establishment  are  at  the  corner  of  Octavia  and 
San  Antonio  streets,  and  the  plant  which  Mr.  Camozze 
owns  and  which  he  erected  cost  $15,000.  He  is  also  the 
owner  of  a  large  amount  of  other  real  estate  and  owns 
his  beautiful  residence  at  1211  San  Antonio  street. 

In  politics  Mr.  Camozze  is  a  Socialist,  with  progressive 
ideals  and  yet  thoroughly  practical  and  commonsense 
jirinciples  along  political  lines.  He  is  affiliated  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World  at  El  Paso  and  was  brought  up  in 
the  faith  of  the  Catholic  church.  At  Denver,  Colorado, 
on  November  29,  1890,  he  married  Miss  Belzameer 
Giguere,  who  was  born  in  Quebec,  Canada,  of  French 
parentage.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Camozze  have  no  children. 

J.VMES  GuiNN  Hudson.  The  late  James  Guinn  Hud- 
son was  a  resident  of  Gainesville,  Texas,  for  upwards 
of  ten  years  when  death  claimed  him  in  1899,  and  in 
the  years  of  his  residence  here  and  elsewhere  in'  the 
state  he  had  accumulated  a  goodly  portion  of  property. 
His  residence  in  Gainesville  was  marked  by  his  iden- 
tilication  with  the  restaurant  business,  in  which  he  was 
particularly  successful.  Born  in  Tennessee  in  1839,  Mr. 
Hudson  was  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Martha  Hudson, 
both  natives  of  Tennessee,  where  they  passed  their 
lives.  The  father  was  a  farmer  in  that  state,  and  the 
subject  was  one  of  the  six  children  born  to  the  parents. 
The  others  are:  Mary,  living  in  Tennessee;  Felix,  who 
(lied  in  Texas;  Elizabeth,  unmarried  and  living  on  the 
old  home  place  at  Camden,  Tennessee;  Henry  and  Chris- 
topher also  live  on  the  old  home  place. 

James  Guinn  Hudson  grew  up  on  the  old  home  place 
and  there  gained  such  education  as  he  was  permitted 
to  acquire.  He  was  rather  young  when  he  started 
out  for  himself  in  life,  but  he  made  his  way  success- 
fulh',  first  venturing  at  one  task  and  then  at  another, 
until  he  found  himself  in  full-fledged  manhood.  He  was 
forty-seven  years  old  when  he  married,  and  then  he 
bought  a  farm  of  his  own  and  settled  down  upon  it, 
continuing  thus  for  six  years.  He  then  moved  to  Texas, 
settling  in  Ciainesville,  and  starting  up  in  the  restaurant 
business,  in  which  he  continued  successfully  until  he  died 
on  March  13,  1899.  He  left  a  fine  farm  of  several 
hundred  acres,  which  his  widow  has  since  sold,  but  she 
still   retains   a  two   story  building  on   North   Commerce 
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six  years,  although  he  ucmt  held  any  «[]„■,'  ,lnnn-  the 
years  of  his  residence  in  Texas.  He  was  a  quiet  man, 
devoted  to  his  home  and  home  life,  and  there  found 
his  greatest  pleasures.  He  was  a  man  of  enterprising 
luisiness  habits,  and  was  known  for  a  public-spirited  man, 
and  one  who  concerned  himself  in  the  interests  of  bis 
community,  always  shouldering  his  full  share  of  the 
responsibility  when  any  worthy  work  was  in  progress, 
either  civic,  social  or  otherwise.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  of  the 
Knights   of   Honor. 

In  1887  Mr.  Hudson  married  Miss  Mary  Bell,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Lucy  Ann  (Blackwell)  Bell. 
Both  parents  were  natives  of  Tennessee,  and  both  died 
when  Mrs.  Hudson  was  a  small  child.  She  is  one  of 
the  five  children  of  her  parents,  the  others  being:  Nar- 
cissus. James,  Sarah  and  John,  all  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased. 

No  children  came  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hudson.  The  lat- 
ter makes  her  home  at  No.  211  North  Commerce  Street. 

Alfred  Golding.  Since  1889  a  resident  of  El  Paso, 
where  for  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  painting 
and  decorating  trade,  Mr.  Golding  in  1904  established 
a  business  as  contractor  in  papering  and  painting,  and 
maintains  a  fine  store  and  office  at  110  South  Stanton 
street.     He  has  the  largest  business  of  the  kind  in  the 
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city,  and  is  a  successful  man  from  the  material  point 
of  view  and  is  also  a  public-spirited  citizen  and  one  who 
is  willing  to  corroborate  in  any  movement  for  the  ad- 
vancement and  welfare  of  El  Paso.  Alfred  Golding  is 
a  native  of  England,  born  June  12,  1860,  in  London. 
His  father,  Alfred  Golding,  was  born  in  England  and 
for  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  connected  with  the 
railroad  service.  For  twenty-one  years  he  was  super- 
intendent of  the  London,  Chatham  &  Dover  Eailroad. 
He  died  at  Hastings,  England,  in  July,  1907,  when 
seventy-four  years  of  age.  The  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  was  Mary  Elizabeth  Quick,  who  died  at  Hast- 
ings in  January,  1909,  also  at  the  age  of  seventy-four. 
She  and  her  husband  had  been  married  for  fifty-three 
years  and  she  was  the  mother  of  ten  children. 

Alfred  Golding,  the  oldest  of  the  family,  attained 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  London  until  he 
was  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  then  began  to  prepare  for 
the  practical  work  of  life.  He  was  apprenticed  to  learn 
the  painters  and  decorators'  trade,  and  passed  a  six- 
years'  apprenticeship  in  that  work.  In  July,  1884,  when 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  he  came  to  the  "United  States 
and  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  as  a  journeyman 
until  1904,  in  which  year  he  established  his  present  busi- 
ness. He  took  up  his  residence  in  El  Paso  in  September, 
1889,  and  has  been  here  long  enough  to  have  witnessed 
practically  all  phases  of  the  growth  and  improvement 
of  this  city. 

In  politics  Mr.  Golding  is  a  Socialist.  He  has  fraternal 
relations  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the 
Maccabees.  In  November,  1900,  at  El  Paso,  he  married 
Miss  Fannie  Alexander,  a  daughter  of  Solomon 
Alexander,  who  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany.  They 
are  the  parents  of  no  children  and  their  home  is  at  1314 
iS'"orth  Kansas  street,  where  Mr.  Golding  owns  an  at- 
tractive home  of  his  own. 

Charles  G.  McDow.  A  young  business  man  of  El 
Paso  who  has  made  a  notable  success  during  the  last 
few  years,  Jlr.  McDow  represents  an  old  family  in  this 
part  of  the  southwest.  He  was  born  in  Chihuahua, 
Mexico,  December  18,  1886,  a  son  of  Charles  L.  and 
Eefugio  (Contreras)  McDow.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Illinois,  who  came  to  Mexico  in  an  early  day,  and 
became  prominent  as  a  cattle  man  of  that  country,  and 
is  still  living  in  old  Mexico  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years. 
In  ilexico  he  married  a  member  of  one  of  the"  well 
known  old  families,  and  the  mother  is  also  still  living, 
being  now  forty-two  years  of  age.  There  were  four 
children  in  the  family  and  Charles  G.  was  the  oldest. 

His  early  schooling  was  in  the  public  schools  of  El 
Paso,  after  which  he  entered  the  New  Orleans  College 
of  Pharmacy,  where  he  studied  up  to  the  junior  year 
and  then  entered  the  University  of  Illinois,  where  he 
was  graduated  from  the  department  of  pharmacy  in 
1906.  In  that  year  he  returned  to  El  Paso  and  began 
work  as  a  licensed  pharmacist  for  Kelly  &  Pollard,  with 
whom  he  continued  for  four  years.  Having  in  the 
meantime  acquired  a  thorough  practical  experience  in 
the  business,  and  having  a  small  amount  of  capital,  he 
established  a  business  and  has  since  built  up  one  of 
the  best  drug  houses  in  the  city,  with  a  large  local 
and  outside  trade.  Mr.  McDow  has  membership  in  the 
Ellianza  Hispano  Americano  Society,  the  Sociadad 
Mutualista  la  Protectora  and  the  Sociale  Catholic 
Society.  In  politics  he  is  independent  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Catholic  church. 

On  June  10,  1909,  at  Juarez,  Mexica,  Dr.  McDow 
married  Miss  Marguerite  Rodriguez,  daughter  of  Isadore 
and  Marguerite  Eodriguez,  both  parents  being  still  resi- 
dents in  El  Paso.  The  one  child  born  of  their  union  is 
D.  Wilhelmina,  who  was  born  April  14,  1910,  in  El  Paso. 
Mr.  McDow  owns  his  own  home  and  other  property  and 
though  he  began  his  career  without  influential  aid  or 
capital,  has  gained  a  gratifying  degree  of  prosperity. 


Hugh  S.  White,  M.  D.  An  El  Paso  physician  and 
surgeon  of  high  standing,  now  serving  as  county  phy- 
sician. Dr.  White  has  gained  most  of  his  professional 
experience  in  west  Texas,  and  has  won  a  secure  place 
through  his  thorough  training,  his  native  endowments 
and  enthusiasm  for  everything  he  undertakes. 

At  Lexington,  the  county  seat  of  Rockbridge  county, 
Virginia,  Hugh  S.  White  was  born  on  a  plantation 
October  14,  1875.  The  family  has  long  been  identified 
with  the  Old  Dominion,  where  his  parents,  Thomas  S. 
and  Sallie  (Cameron)  White,  still  live.  The  old  home- 
stead is  two  miles  from  Lexington  and  has  long  been 
noted  for  its  well  ordered  management  and  as  a  stock 
farm  is  one  of  the  best  known  in  the  county.  Its 
specialty  is  fancy  imported  hogs,  and  the  home  is  also 
characterized  for  the  hospitality  that  pervades  the  best 
of  old  Virginia  homes.  Thomas  S.  White  is  an  honored 
veteran  of  the  war  between  the  states,  was  twice  wounded 
and  bears  scars  from  his  encounters  on  many  fields.  He 
was  for  a  time  under  the  famous  leader,  Stonewall 
Jackson.  As  a  Democrat  he  has  long  taken  much  part 
in  local  affairs,  and  is  a  member  of  the  United  Con- 
federate Veterans. 

The  third  in  a  family  of  five.  Dr.  White  grew  up  on 
a  Virginia  plantation,  went  to  the  public  schools  in 
Lexington,  was  a  student  of  the  Washington  and  Lee 
University  in  the  same  city  and  then  began  preparation 
for  his  profession  in  the  University  Medical  College  at 
Richmond.  After  his  graduation  as  Doctor  of  Medicine 
in  1900  he  acquired  valuable  clinical  experience  by  one 
year  spent  as  interne  in  the  Richmond  hospitals. 

With  this  equipment  he  came  into  the  southwest  and 
first  located  at  Pecos,  in  Reeves  county.  He  also  prac- 
ticed for  a  time  at  Toyah,  in  the  same  county,  and  from 
there  moved  in  January,  1906,  to  El  Paso,  where  he 
has  found  a  field  more  in  keeping  with  his  abilities. 
Dr.  White  enjoys  a  large  and  profitable  practice,  has 
served  several  years  as  county  physician,  is  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  El  Paso  Pasteur  Institute,  is  also 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  El  Paso  County  Medical 
Society  and  a  member  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  So- 
ciety and  the  American  Medical  Association.  He  has 
been  a  student  ever  since  entering  practical  work,  and 
has  done  considerable  post-graduate  work.  He  affiliated 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  is  a  Democrat  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Southern  Presbyterian  church.  His  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church. 

In  April,  1909,  Dr.  White  married  Miss  Annie  Perrin 
Kemp,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Texas  and  belongs 
to  one  of  the  old  and  well  known  families  of  El  Paso. 
Her  parents  were  Judge  Wyndham  and  Mary  Lewis 
(Maury)  Kemp,  who  were  both  from  Virginia  and  early 
settlers  in  Texas.  The  late  Judge  Kemp  gained  large 
distinction  as  a  lawyer  and  judge,  and  his  career  is 
sketched  elsewhere  in  this  publication.  Dr.  White  and 
wife  have  one  child,  Wyndham  Kemp  White.  Mrs. 
White  is  an  active  worker  in  church  and  society,  and 
together  they  take  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  their 
home  and  in  travel,  and  occasionally  return  to  his  old 
home  in  Virginia.  Dr.  White  is  a  broad-minded  and 
puldic-spirited  citizen  and  through  his  profession  and 
in  private  lends  his  support  to  every  movement  that 
will  tend  to  advance  the  destiny  of  western  Texas. 

Henry  C.  Trost.  All  that  is  most  distinctive  in  the 
architecture  of  El  Paso  is  the  product  of  the  skill  and 
genius  of  Henry  C.  Trost,  who,  in  his  field,  is  undoubtedly 
the  premier  architect  of  the  southwest.  -During  many 
years  of  practical  work  in  the  southwestern  states  and 
territory.  Mr.  Trost  has  designed  and  created  buildings 
which  are  the  most  conspicuous  in  many  cities,  and  which 
are  characterized  by  a  successful  combination  of  the 
utilitarian  and  the  artistic  in  all  their  exterior  lines 
and  general  arrangement  and  accomodation  of  sym- 
metry and  proportions  to  practical  usefulness.  El  Paso 
is  fortunate  in  possessing  this  prominent  architect,  who 
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in  many  ways  has  been  able  to  influence  the  standards  and 
ideals  of  the  business  and  residence  construction  of  a 
permanent  beauty  and  benefit  of  the  community.  While 
Mr.  Trost  has  always  been  a  diligent  student  of  tradi- 
tion in  architecture  and  has  followed  the  old  and  ap- 
proved models,  he  has  never  slavishly  copied  from  Jiis 
predecessors  and  contemporaries,  often  displayed  a  strik- 
ing originality  in  his  conceptions,  and  has  taken  into 
consideration  the  surroundings  and  has  endeavored  to 
harmonize  building  construction  with  both  the  natural 
environment  and  the  uses  for  which  it  is  designed. 

Henry  Charles  Trost  was  born  in  the  city  of  Toledo, 
Ohio,  March  5,  1860,  a  son  of  Ernest  and  Wilhelmina 
(Frank)  Trost.  His  parents,  both  natives  of  Germany, 
came  to  America  in  the  early  fifties  and  settled  in 
Toledo,  where  his  father  became  a  successful  contractor 
and  builder.     Both  parents  are  now  deceased. 

Beared  in  Toledo  and  with  an  education  derived  from 
the  public  schools,  Henry  C.  Trost  gained  a  thorough 
working  knowledge  of  his  craft  from  his  father  and 
early  evinced  special  inclination  and  talent  for  archi- 
tecture, to  which  he  has  been  devoted  as  a  student  and  a 
practitioner  since  reaching  manhood.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  had  graduated  from  an  art  school  and 
lad  a  thorough  skill  and  knowledge  of  the  fundamentals 
leading  into  his  profession.  During  the  three  years 
following  his  graduation  from  'the  art  school  he  was 
■employed  as  a  draftsman  by  architects  at  Toledo  and 
then  at  the  age  of  twenty  entered  upon  independent 
practice. 

Mr.  Trost 's  first  field  of  independent  operations  was 
in  Pueblo,  Colorado,  where  for  several  years  he  was  the 
best  equipped  and  most  original  architect  and  designer 
in  the  city.  Until  he  left  Pueblo  in  1884  his  services 
were  employed  in  drawing  the  plans  for  many  of  the 
test  business  and  public  structures  erected  in  those 
years.  Two  years  were  then  spent  in  travel  through 
the  west  and  south,  and  also  employed  by  the  state 
government  of  Kansas  to  design  the  senate  chamber 
for  the  state  capitol.  This  senate  chamber  has  been  re- 
.garded  as  one  of  the  best  in  exterior  lines  and  internal 
arrangement  among  all  buildings  of  its  purpose  and 
kind  in  the  country,  and  it  did  not  a  little  toward  estab- 
lishing Mr.  Trost 's  permanent  reputation  as  an  architect. 
When  it  was  completed  in  1885  he  traveled  in  various 
•other  states  for  a  time  and  in  1886  opened  an  office 
lor  practice  in  Chicago,  which  was  his  home  for  twelve 
years,  and  a  considerable  list  might  be  drawn  up  of  his 
work  in  that  western  metropolis. 

From  Chicago  Mr.  Trost  again  went  west  and  after 
about  a  year  in  Colorado  Springs  moved  to  Tucson, 
Arizona,  which  was  then  one  of  the  most  thriving  towns 
in  the  entire  southwest.  In  a  short  time  he  had  acquired 
a  large  practice  as  an  architect,  extending  through 
many  cities  besides  Tucson.  Architecturally  considered 
Tucson  in  all  its  modern  aspects  is  practically  the  crea- 
tion of  Mr.  Trost 's  genius,  and  during  his  residence 
there  he  made  many  handsome  additions,  including  the 
"buildings  for  the  University  of  Arizona,  the  Carnegie 
Library,  the  finest  hotel  in  the  city  and  many  other 
notable  buildings.  It  was  in  Tucson  that  he  established 
a  reputation  since  maintained  for  thorough  and  beautiful 
work.  His  home  was  in  the  Arizona  city  for  six  years 
and  on  moving  to  El  Paso  he  organized  the  firm  of  Trost 
&  Trost,  comprising  Henry  C.  Trost  and  his  two  brothers, 
G.  A.  Trost  and  A.  G.  Trost,  and  their  nephew,  G.  E. 
Trost. 

El  Paso  is  deservedly  proud  of  its  many  fine  and 
handsome  buildings,  business  blocks,  its  churches,  schools 
and  libraries  and  other  semi-public  institutions,  and  its 
residences.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  Mr.  Trost 
lias  drawn  the  plans  for  practically  the  better  class  of 
iDuildings  in  El  Paso  since  he  located  in  that  city,  and 
the  harmonious  architectural  lines  which  visitors  com- 
ment upon  with  admiration  are  due  to  his  work.  Among 
prominent    buildings    that   the    firm    has    erected    in    El 


Paso  may  be  mentioned  the  Mills  building,  which  cost 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars;  the  Paso  Del  Norte 
hotel,  erected  at  a  cost  of  half  a  million  dollars;  the 
new  Masonic  Temple,  which  was  completed  in  1913  and 
cost  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and 
many  others  of  less  importance.  Mr.  Trost  at  the  same 
time  has  done  a  large  business  in  New  Mexico,  Colorado 
and  Ari2ona,  and  his  firm  has  practically  a  monopoly 
on  all  classes  of  the  finer  and  costlier  building  con- 
struction in  the  State  of  Arizona  and  other  parts  of  the 
southwest.  While  he  has  been  devoted  to  his  profession 
in  its  practical  aspects,  Mr.  Trost  has  always  been  a 
student,  and  has  never  allowed  himself  to  lag  behind 
in  his  professional  attainments.  A  part  of  nearly  every 
year  is  spent  in  the  east,  where  he  enjoys  association 
with  the  best  known  architects  of  America,  and  where 
he  has  opportunity  to  learn  all  that  is  new  and  note- 
worthy in  his  field.  Mr.  Trost  owns  one  of  the  beautiful 
homes  of  El  Paso,  and  has  other  valuable  property  in 
the  city.  In  politics  he  is  a  member  of  the  Progressive 
party  and  enthusiastic  in  its  support. 

Boss  Shaw  Steeling.  A  thorough  Texan,  whose 
ancestors  were  prominently  identified  with  the  early 
struggles  of  this  now  thriving  commonwealth  in  the 
days  before  the  existence  of  the  Eepublic,  Eoss  Shaw 
Sterling  is  one  who  by  his  own  efforts  has  become  an 
active  and  substantial  citizen  of,  the  state,  and  whose 
commercial  and  financial  interests  are  large  and  exten- 
sive. He  has  always  been  a  leader  in  the  development 
of  southeastern  Texas,  and  much  of  the  credit  for  the 
advanced  conditions  in  these  parts  today  is  due  in  gen- 
erous measure  to  Mr.  Sterling,  who  has  regarded  the 
fortunes  of  the  state  as  identical  with  his  own  at  all 
times  and  has  conducted  himself  in  accordance  with  that 
idea.  His  connection  with  the  E.  S.  Sterling  Company, 
wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  grain  and  feed,  is  but 
one  of  the  places  where  he  is  found  to  be  officially  promi- 
nent and  active,  a  full  list  of  his  business  connections 
being  given  at  a  later  point  in  this  brief  sketch. 

Born  in  Anahuac,  Chambers  county,  Texas,  on  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1875,  Eoss  Shaw  Sterling  is  the  son  of  Capt. 
Benjamin  F.  and  Mary  Jane  (Bryan)  Sterling.  The 
father  was  born  in  Monticello,  Mississippi,  where  he 
followed  the  trade  of  a  cabinet  maker,  until  he  came  to 
Texas  in  1849,  where  he  settled  in  what  is  now  Cham- 
bers county  and  there  engaged  in  farming.  During 
the  war  between  the  states  he  served  as  a  captain  in 
Wahl  's  Texas  Legion.  Of  Scotch  ancestry,  Mr.  Sterl- 
ing 's  American  progenitors  came  to  America  in  the 
days  prior  to  the  Eevolution,  and  men  of  that  name 
and  family  were  prominent  in  Scottish  history  for 
many  generations,  as  all  will  affirm  who  are  in  any  wise 
conversant  with  Scottish  history.  The  mother  was  born 
at  Liberty,  Texas.  She  came  of  Irish  ancestry,  her  an- 
cestors having  come  from  Ireland  to  the  United  States 
when  the  United  States  was  in  her  infancy.  The  fam- 
ily settled  in  North  Carolina,  and  came  to  Texas  in 
about  1830,  locating  in  Liberty.  During  the  Texas 
revolution  they  were  prominent  in  the  upheaval,  and 
Luke  Bryan,  an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Sterling,  was  a  partici- 
pant in  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto. 

Eoss  Shaw  Sterling  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Anahuac  to  the  age  of  twelve  years,  when 
he  began  the  active  work  of  his  career  by  taking  serv- 
ice as  a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  business  in  Chambers 
county.  In  1896  he  started  up  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness for  himself,  since  which  time  he  has  been  very 
prominent  in  the  commercial  and  financial  activities 
of  the  state. 

In  1903  Mr.  Sterling  moved  to  Sour  Lake,  Texas, 
where  he  became  interested  to  some  extent  in  the  grain 
business,  and  in  1904  he  moved  to  Houston,  which  city 
has  since  been  his  headquarters  for  his  varied  and 
many  sided  interests.  In  Houston  is  located  the  main 
office  of  the  firm  of  E.  S.  Sterling  &  Company,  Whole- 
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sale  Grain  and  Feed,  and  they  conduct  branch  retail 
stores  at  Saratoga  and  Humble,  Texas.  Mr.  Sterling 
in  addition  to  his  commercial  activities,  above  named, 
is  president  of  the  Dayton  Mercantile  Company,  of 
Dayton,  Texas,  as  well  as  being  president  of  the  Day- 
ton Lumber  Company  of  the  tame  place,  and  of  the 
Humble  OU  Company  at  Humble,  Texas,  He  is  secre- 
tary of  the  Harris  County  Navigation  District,  better 
known  as  the  Houston  Ship  Channel,  and  in  addition 
to  these  he  has  large  real  estate  investments  in  the  city 
of  Houston,  He  is  president  of  the  Trinity  Valley 
Korthern  Eailroad  Company,  and  in  a  financial  way  is 
also  deeply  interested  as  president  of  state  banks  at 
Dayton,  Humble,  Weimer,  Sour  Lake  and  Saratoga, 
Texas.  These  varied  interests  occupy  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  such  an  e-xtent  as  to  exclude  him  from  many 
activities  of  a  social  nature,  and  beyond  his  member- 
ship in  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  "Woodmen  of  the 
World  and  the  Houston  Club  and  the  Houston  Country 
Club,  he  has  no  social  or  fraternal  affiliations. 

Mr.  Sterling  was  married  in  1899  to  Miss  Maud  Gage 
the  daughter  of  Fred  Hamilton  Gage,  of  Illinois,  and  they 
have  five  children,  as  follows:  Walter  Gage;  Mil- 
dred;  Euth;   Eoss  Shaw,  Jr.,  and  Xorma  Sterling. 

The  home  of  the  family  is  located  at  224  Faun  Ave- 
nue, and  is  one  of  the  hospitality  and  social  centers  of 
the  city. 

Walter  S.  Clattox.  Since  1888  a  resident  of  Texas 
and  during  most  of  that  time  at  El  Paso,  Mr.  Clayton 
is  one  of  the  citizens  of  this  city  whose  long  residence, 
success  in  business  and  high  personal  character  entitles 
them  to  the  best  distinction  in  public  life,  and  their  pre- 
vious records  insure  faithful  and  intelligence  service  in 
the  public  interest.  Mr.  Clayton  has,  during  his  long 
career  at  El  Paso,  built  up  a  large  wholesale  flour  and 
feed  business,  and  at  the  present  time  is  one  of  the  city 
aldermen.  The  people  of  El  Paso  have  come  to  appre- 
ciate his  work  and  realize  that  when  his  name  is  asso- 
ciated with  any  undertaking  for  the  public  welfare  that 
the  enterprise  is  already  well  upon  its  way  to  successful 
accomplishment.  Although  one  of  the  most  prominent 
business  and  civic  leaders  of  the  city  he  is  in  every  re- 
spect an  unassuming  gentleman  who  accomplishes  results 
without  any  aggressive  display  of  energy  and  with  a 
quiet  effectiveness  which  is  a  patent  characteritsic  of  a 
really  strong  personality. 

Walter  S.  Clayton  is  a  native  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  where  he  was  born  July  19,  1867.  His  father, 
William  Clayton,  was  a  Virginian  by  birth,  moving  to 
New  Orleans,  where  he  died  in  1872.  Throughout  his 
active  life  he  was  engaged  in  railroading.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Jane  Hozey,  and  she  was  born 
in  New  Orleans  where  they  were  married  and  where  she 
died  in  1S76.  The  parents  are  buried  side  by  side  in  one 
of  the  cemeteries  of  New  Orleans.  There  were  three 
children,  Walter  being  the  second  and  only  son. 

He  spent  the  first  twenty-one  years  of  his  life  in  his 
native  state  and  then  came  to  Texas  in  1888,  Since 
then  he  has  resided  in  this  state.  His  first  location  was 
near  Fort  Stockton,  and  during  his  year's  residence  there 
engaged  in  the  cattle  and  live  stock  business.  On  com- 
ing to  El  Paso  he  took  a  position  with  the  Mexican  Cen- 
tral Eailroad  as  a  clerk,  and  remained  with  that  trans- 
portation company  for  about  eight  years  during  which 
time  he  filled  various  executive  positions  at  different 
points  in  old  Mexico.  On  resigning  he  established  a  flour, 
feed,  hay,  grain  and  similar  supplies  depot,  and  has  built 
this  up  to  one  of  the  largest  commercial  concerns  of  the 
kind  in  western  Texas,  now  engaging  in  a  general  whole- 
sale and  retail  business, 

Mr.  Clayton's  early  schooling  was  obtained  in  Louisi- 
ana, first  in  the  public  schools,  and  then  in  a  private 
college  at  New  Orleans.  During  the  latter  period  of 
his  schooling  he  worked  in  the  day  time  and  attended 
to  his  studies  at  night,  and  in  this  way  fitted  himself  for 


a  career  of  usefulness.  After  leaving  college  he  took  a 
position  with  a  wholesale  dry  goods  house  at  New 
Orleans,  continuing  with  that  for  one  year,  and  was  then 
a  clerk  with  a  firm  of  English  cotton  buyers,  continuing 
in  the  latter  place  until  he  left  for  Texas. 

4t  New  Orleans  July  16,  1895,  Mr.  Clayton  married 
iliss  Rose  Gaines,  a  daughter  of  Col.  Lucius  Gaines,  of 
an  old  Virginia  family.  Five  children,  three  sons  and 
two  daughters  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton, 
namely:  Eose  M.,  Walter  G.,  Frances,  Frank  B.,  and 
William  E.  Mr.  Clayton  and  family  are  communicants 
of  the  Unitarian  church.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Elks 
and  Beavers  Fraternities,  with  the  Toltec  Club,  has 
membership  in  the  T,  P.  A.,  was  president  during  1912 
of  the  El  Paso  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  since  1909 
has  been  president  of  the  Business  Men 's  Protective 
Association  of  El  Paso.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat, 
and  interests  himself  to  a  considerable  extent  in  party 
affairs,  and  always  in  good  government.  As  a  member  ^ 
of  the  board  of  aldermen,  he  is  one  of  the  most  progres- 
sive and  energetic  of  the  present  municipal  administra- 
tion, and  his  presence  in  the  city  government  is  good 
grounds  for  confidence  among  the  majority  of  citizens 
as  to  the  wholesome  integrity  and  efficiency  of  the  city 
administration.  He  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  an 
alderman.  Outside  of  his  business  and  civic  relations, 
Mr.  Clayton  has  great  fondness  for  horses  and  all  out- 
door sports.  His  esthetic  tastes  run  especially  to  music, 
though  he  is  almost  equally  fond  of  literature  and  takes 
great  pleasure  out  of  his  well  selected  private  library. 
He  is  the  type  of  citizen  who  is  doing  most  for  the  up- 
building of  "the  city  of  El  Paso  and  is  one  of  the  strong- 
est individual  influences  for  good  government  and  for 
continued  material  prosperity  along  all  lines. 

HoK.ACE  B.  Hates.  Two  fine  drug  stores  in  El  Paso 
represent  the  business  enterprise  of  Mr.  Hayes,  who 
came  to  El  Paso  about  six  or  seven  years  ago,  and  in 
this  brief  time  by  his  energy  and  business  ability  has 
succeeded  and  made  progress  such  as  few  of  his  busi- 
ness contemporaries  have  equaled.  He  seems  to  possess 
the  native  ability  of  a  merchant,  at  any  rate  his  ex- 
perience and  equipment  has  been  such  that  as  a  retailer 
and  business  builder  he  is  enjoying  a  most  noteworthy 
success. 

Horace  B.  Hayes  was  born  at  Hillsboro  in  North  Caro- 
lina, October  29,  1873,  a  son  of  William  A.  and  Susan 
B.  Hayes.  His  early  education  was  in  the  private  schools 
of  North  Carolina,  and  after  leaving  school  he  took  a 
position  in  a  general  mercantile  establishment  in  that 
state.  Two  years  there  gave  him  experience  and  also 
afforded  him  the  funds  for  his  next  move  in  life.  From 
North  Carolina  he  went  to  Baltimore,  when  he  was  about 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  by  work  on  the  side  he  paid 
his  wav  "through  two  .years  of  study  in  the  Maryland 
College"  of  Pharmacy.  "  After  graduating  in  1894,  he 
began  his  regular  work  at  the  profession,  and  soon 
bought  a  share  in  a  business,  in  which  he  had  been  a 
clerk  during  his  college  career.  He  was  actively  engaged 
in  business  at  Baltimore,  until  he  came  to  El  Paso  in 
1906,  After  a  few  months  Mr.  Hayes  bought  an  in- 
terest in  a  local  drug  store,  and  has  since  been  the 
active  manager  of  the  business.  The  style  of  the  firm  is 
Hayes,  Harp  &  Ponas.  In  1907  Mr.  Hayes  opened  a 
branch  store,  and  now  has  two  elegant  drug  establish- 
ments, well  situated  to  command  the  best  trade  and 
carrying  a  complete  line  of  drugs  and  druggists'  sun- 
dries, surgical  supplies  and  periodicals,  and  everything 
which  should  be  found  in  the  stock  of  a  modern  drug 
store. 

Mr.  Haves  was  married  at  Hickory,  North  Carolina, 
October  3,  1900,  to  Miss  Estelle  Le  Noir  Clinard,  a 
daughter  of  Frank  C.  Clinard  of  Hickory.  They  are 
the  parents  of  one  child,  Charlotte.  Mr.  and  Jlrs. 
Hayes  are  both  members  of  the  Episcopal  church,  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic   Order,  and  is  a  Democratic 
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Toter.  although  not  an  active  partisan  in  party  ailairs, 
be.voiid  that.  Hunting  and  fishing  and  baseball  are  his 
favorite  amusements  when  he  can  get  away  from  busi- 
ness and  he  is  a  man  of  broad  interests  and  takes  pleas- 
ure in  watching  and  helping  when  he  can  the  upbuilding 
and  development  of  his  home  city. 

Arthur  W.  Houck.  The  distinctive  prestige  of  El 
Paso  among  western  cities,  aside  from  its  remarkable 
advantages  in  climate,  has  been  the  result  of  its  splendid 
position  with  reference  to  the  great  mining  resources  of 
this  vicinity.  These  mining  industries  have  attracted  to 
the  city  many  men  who  have  made  reputations  for 
themselves  as  practical  miners  and  engineers  and  in  the 
other  technical  pursuits  connected  with  the  industry,  and 
one  of  these,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  this  city  for 
more  than  ten  years  is  Mr.  Houck,  who  has  had  a  quar- 
ter century 's  experience  in  assaying  and  who  has  an 
office  and  a  large  established  practice  in  that  profession 
in  El  Paso.  His  offices  in  this  city  are  at  403  North 
Oregon  Street.  Arthur  W.  Houck  was  born  at  Lincoln, 
Nebraska.  .Tiilv  2S,  1873,  a  son  of  George  and  Imogene 
Houck.  The  'father  died  at  Lincoln  in  1875  and  the 
mother  is  still  living.  The  father  was  a  farmer  near 
Lincoln.  Reared  in  Nebraska,  Mr.  Houck  attained  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  state,  and 
following  his  inclination  for  scientific  pursuit  he  then 
entered  the  school  of  mines  at  Golden,  Colorado,  where 
he  was  graduated  B.  S.  in  1887,  having  given  particu- 
lar attention  to  chemistry  and  mineralogy.  He  at  once 
became  identified  with  the  active  work  of  his  profession, 
and  was  located  at  various  points  from  1888  to  1902 
finally  in  the  latter  year  coming  to  El  Paso  and  estab- 
lishing his  present  business.  In  politics  he  is  -Republican, 
but  has  always  maintained  an  independent  attitude  and 
has  voted  for  the  man  or  the  principle  rather  than  the 
party.  He  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  El 
Paso  Country  Club. 

At  Chicago,  Illinois,  June  2,  1895,  Mr.  Houck  mar- 
ried Miss  Agnes  Withers,  a  daughter  of  Mary  D.  With- 
ers. Her  father  died  when  she  was  an  infant,  and  her 
mother  now  lives  with  Mrs.  Houck.  The  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Houck  have  been  eight  in  number,  four 
of  whom  died  in  childhood,  and  the  four  now  living  are: 
Gerald  W.,  Guenn  M.,  Dorothy  A.,  and  Arthur  W.,  Jr, 

In  ancestry  Mr.  Houck  is  of  German  origin  on  his 
father's  side,  while  his  mother  was  a  descendant  of  May- 
flower settlers,  with  prominent  connections  with  some  of 
the  early  families  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Houck  has  been 
very  successful  in  his  business  and  is  a  loyal  citi7en  of 
El  Paso.  He  has  been  especially  impressed  with  the 
wonderful  climate  and  the  matiMi:il  nsMin'rcs  of  south- 
west Texas,  and  as  a  man  nf  s^  irntili,-  knowledije  and 
broad  observation  he  has  alw;iys  trie. I  to  extend  the 
information  concerning  this  country  to  all  who  are  in- 
terested in  the  vicinity  as  a  possible  place  of  residence. 

James  Gabriel  Smither.  The  Smither  family,  of 
which  Captain  Smither  is  a  member,  has  been  identified 
with  Montgomery  and  Walker  counties  and  Texas  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Republic.  It  has  furnished 
many  capable  men  and  women  to  society,  to  business 
affairs,  to  professional  and  agricultural  life,  and  many 
of  the  name  served  as  soldiers  in  the  various  wars  of 
the  nation, 

James  Gabriel  Smither  has  spent  all  his  life  in  Hunts- 
ville,  where  he  was  born  April  19,  1S46.  His  father 
was  Robert  G.  Smither,  and  his  grandfather  John 
Smither.  John  Smither,  who  spent  his  last  years  in 
Huntsville.  was  born  May  27.  1779,  in  Richmond  county, 
Virginia,  was  captain  in  a  Virginia  Regiment  in  the  war 
of  1S12,  and  died  at  Huntsville  in  September,  1860,  He 
had  a  twin  brother.  William,  and  three  other  brothers, 
Launcelot,  Gabriel  and  Richard,  and  three  sisters,  Pris- 
cilla,  Lucy  and  Nancy,  the  last  two  being  twins.  John 
Smither 's  mother  was  Wilmoth  Sydnor  Routt,  and   her 


mother  was  a  Miss  Sydnor,  of  Virginia,  John  Smither 
was  married  February  18,  1808,  to  Mary  Patience  Green- 
way,  who  also  died  in  Huntsville,  Her  grandfather, 
John  Harper,  lived  in  Alexandria,  Virginia,  Mary 
Patience  Greenway  's  mother  was  Rebecca  Harper,  who 
married  Charles  Greenway,  The  children  of  John  and 
Mary  I'atienee  Smitlier  were  as  follows:  Charles  G., 
who  died  in  Tennessee;  Robert  G. ;  Gabriel  and  William, 
both  of  whom  died  in  ilississippi,  leaving  large  families; 
James  L.,  who  also  served  in  the  Mexican  war,  in  a 
Tennessee  Regiment,  and  died  in  Huntsville,  leaving  one 
child;  Julia  Ann,  who  married  Washington  Viser  and 
died  in  Madison  county,  Texas,  leaving  three  children; 
John  R„  who  died  in  Huntsville,  and  left  a  large  fam- 
ily; Jo.seph  A.,  who  died  in  Huntsville  without  children. 
Robert  Goodloe  Smither,  father  of  Captain  Smither, 
was  born  at  Washington,  Rappahannock  county,  Vir- 
ginia. November  21,  ISll,  and  died  September  10,  1853. 
He  was  a  man  of  ordinary  education,  and  devoted  his 
life  to  lousiness.  He  spent  some  time  in  Mississippi,  and 
came  to  Texas  during  the  thirties,  locating  in  the  coun- 
try, a  few  miles  from  Huhtsville.  He  later  moved  to  the 
city  and  was  one  of  the  first  merchants  of  the  place. 
During  the  war  for  Texas  independence,  he  served  with 
the  rank  of  major  in  the  Texas  fi(M)|is,  and  participated 
in  the  campaigns  in  1S42  :iu;misi  \';is.iuez  anil  Woll, 
who  invaded  Texas  in  spring;  .nid  fall  of  that  year. 
His  death  occurred  at  Grand  Ivoic,  Louisiana,  while  re- 
turning from  New  York  on  a  trip  to  liuy  goods.  He  was 
a  Democrat,  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  church  member. 

Robert  G.  Smither  married  Elizabeth  Emmeline 
Calmes,  who  was  born  February  9,  1817,  in  Fairfield  dis- 
trict of  South  Carolina.  Her  brother,  John  Johnstone 
Calmes  was  born  November  7,  1819 ;  and  her  sister  Mary 
Caldwell  Calmes  was  born  March  3,  1821.  Their  father 
was  Marquis  Calmes.  who  was  born  May  9,  1784,  served 
in  the  War  of  1812,  moved  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  was 
first  sheriff  of  Tipton  County,  Tennessee,  and  died  in 
Covington,  Tennessee,  in  November,  1841,  His  father 
William  Calmes  born  near  Winchester,  Virginia,  in  1761, 
served  under  Lafayette  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Marquis  Calmes  married  Marv  Ann  Johnstone  on  June 
28,  1810,  at  Fairfield,  South  Carolina.  The  children  of 
Robert  G.  Smither  and  wife  were:  William  Bowles, 
born  October  10,  1839,  at  Oxford,  Mississippi,  was  Lieu- 
tenant of  Co.  K,  31st  Texas  (Confederate)  Cavalry,  and 
died  March  15,  1875,  at  Huntsville;  Mary  Aletha,  born 
December  6,  1841,  and  who  died  in  infancy;  John  Mar- 
quis, born  January  7,  1844,  in  Montgomery  county, 
Texas,  now  a  resident  of  Huntsville,  and  who  was  "a 
former  county  judge,  a  former  judge  of  the  district 
court,  and  saw  service  as  a  Confederate  soldier  in  Lee's 
army.  James  Gabriel,  who  was  born  April  19,  1846; 
Juliette  Ella,  born  October  13,  1848,  and  lives  in  Hunts- 
ville; Miles  Temple,  born  April  21,  1851,  who  died  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1881,  without  a  family;  Robert  Elizabeth,  born 
October  7,  1853,  and  who  died  February  15,  1870, 

James  G.  Smither  was  educated  largely  by  experience, 
since  his  youth  was  spent  in  the  troublous  days  preceding 
and  during  the  Civil  war.  He  attended  for  a  brief  time 
Austin  College,  while  it  was  located  in  Huntsville.  In 
the  fall  of  the  second  year  nf  the  war  he  entered  the 
siT\iii>  m  (  ai.t.iin  IL'iiinlt.iii 's  Pompany  in  Roundtree's 
b.-itT;iliMii.  :ni.|  Cnldiicl  Iiinwu's  31st  Texas  Cavalry  regi- 
nii'iit.  Witli  tliis  (-•nniinand  lii'  remained  until  the  close 
Hi;-  iriiicli  service  in  Texas  and  Louisi- 
leiit  was  in  front  of  General  Bank's 
at  and  fought  some  of  the  battles  of 
ipaign.  After  that  campaign  the  com- 
d  w,is  ord.Tcil  back  to  Texas  and  was  disbanded  at 
■p.ihlrii. ,..  Ill  Washington  county.  Captain  Smither 
Mil  ,1  III!  ]iiii:;li  at  the  time  the  troops  were  disbanded. 
is  ,;ir,.,.r  rifter  the  war  was  identified  with  farming 
several  years.  The  most  important  of  Mr.  Smither 's 
tions  has  been  in  connection  with  the  state  prison  at 
tsville.     He  was  appointed  assistant  superintendent 
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of  the  Huntsville  penitentiary  in  1888  by  Governor  Eoss 
and  had  charge  of  the  prison  there  until  1903.  His  service 
really  began  m  the  prison  in  1878,  when  be  was  made  a 
sergeant  by  Major  Goree,  and  served  as  an  under  officer 
for  ten  years.  During  his  administration  the  service 
was  kept  up  at  the  highest  point  of  efficiency,  and  all 
those  who  know  anything  of  Captain  Smither  's  adminis- 
tration will  recall  that  he  ruled  more  by  love  and  pa- 
tience than  by  a  rigid  discipline  which  has  been  all  too 
common  in  penal  institutions.  Kindness  was  his  uni- 
versal practice  with  convicts,  and  they  all  admired  and 
obeyed  implicitly  his  jurisdiction.  Outside  of  his  prison 
work.  Captain  Smither  has  been  officially  identified  with 
the  town  of  Huntsville  or  Walker  county.  In  politics  he 
has  done  some  important  work,  having  attended  all  the  big 
conventions  as  a  delegate  and  having  helped  to  nominate 
all  the  governors  up  to  the  present  time.  In  Congres- 
sional conventions  and  judicial  and  other  local  conven- 
tions he  has  seen  a  broad  and  intimate  service.  He  has 
helped  to  build  up  Huntsville,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
substantial  and  best  known  citizens  of  that  old  Texas 
city.  In  Walker  county  on  January  12,  1870,  Captain 
Smither  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Walker,  a  daughter  of 
Oliver  Hazard  Perry  Walker  and  Elizabeth  (Walton) 
Walker.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in  Montgomery 
county,  Alabama,  came  to  Texas  as  a  boy  with  his  uncle, 
and  became  a  merchant  in  Huntsville  and  died  at  Waxa- 
hacbie,  Texas,  and  is  buried  there.  His,  wife  died  in 
Huntsville,  and  her  children  were:  Mrs.  Smither; 
Thomas  E.  of  Walker  county;  John  I.  H.,  who  died 
young;  and  Sarah  Ellen  J.,  who  died  unmarried.  After 
the  death  of  her  first  husband,  Mrs.  Walker  married 
Martin  Gibbs,  and  hei  children  by  that  union  are  Wil- 
liam Eufus;  Jeff  Davis;  and  Bessie  Martin,  who  married 
J.  D.  Nance  of  Huntsville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smither  have 
the  following  children:  Robert,  of  Huntsville,  who  mar- 
ried Maggie  Davenport,  and  has  a  child,  Mary  Irene; 
Walton  Calmes,  of  Burrwood,  Louisiana,  who  married 
Ella  Eobinson,  and  has  two  children,  Evelyn  Calmes 
and  Jimmie  Waldron.  Captain  Smither  is  fraternally 
identified  with  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor,  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  the  Home  Circle. 
He  is  not  a  church  man,  but  his  famUy  attend  and  sup- 
port the  Baptist  denomination. 

Whitaker  Keesey.  Only  unusual  character  and 
activity  can  command  such  high  personal  esteem  as  is 
paid  on  all  sides  to  this  venerable  retired  buisness  man 
and  pioneer  citizen  of  Fort  Davis.  It  is  no  inconsider- 
able distinction  that  he  became  identified  with  Fort 
Davis  soon  after  the  war  and  from  the  early  seventies 
until  his  retirement  was  a  factor  in  the  development 
of  one  of  the  most  flourishing  commercial  houses  of 
West  Texas.  There  are  hundreds  of  people,  beneficiaries 
of  his  spirit  and  practice  of  loving  kindness,  who 
would  claim  that  all  the  fruits  of  his  vigorous  com- 
mercial efforts,  excellent  though  they  are,  should  be 
ostimated  as  inconsiderable  against  the  finer  products 
of  his  generosity,  his  practical  Christianity.  While 
others  may  point  to  institutions  founded  and  organized 
benevolences  supported,  the  charity  of  Mr.  Keesey  is 
still  finer  and  better.  Scores  of  men  are  prosperous 
and  occupy  a  creditable  place  in  their  community  as  a 
residt  of  financial  aid  and  business  counsel  from  Mr. 
Keesey.  In  the  country  about  Fort  Davis  during  the 
last  forty  years  it  is  said  that  he  has  helped  nearly 
everybody.  When  loans  were  refused  by  everybody  else, 
a  certain  resort  in  time  of  need  was  this  kindly  Fort 
Davis  merchant.  And  the  result  of  his  experience  with 
men  has  increased  rather  than  lessened  his  faith,  for 
almost  invariably  men  have  eagerly  sought  to  repay  him 
out  of  the  first  fruits  of  a  renewed  prosperity. 

Only  in  a  broad  outline  it  is  possible  to  sketch  the 
career  of  Whitaker  Keesey.  He  has  been  too  busy  to 
keep  a  record  even  in  memory  of  the  many  changes  and 
•vicissitudes  of  his  experience,  and  these  are,  as  already 


stated,  inconsiderable  and  of  no  great  importance  as 
measured  against  the  gratitude  for  his  life  and  services 
which  is  impressed  in  the  hearts  of  men  in  various 
sections  of  West  Texas.  Whitaker  Keesey  was  born 
September  4,  1843,  at  Lancaster,  Ohio,  and  was  reared 
in  the  city  of  Steubenville  on  the  Ohio  river.  His  parents 
were  George  and  Nancy  (Thomas)  Keesey,  his  father 
a  drayman,  who  in  1851  went  west  to  California,  and 
never  returned  to  his  family.  There  were  six  children 
thus  left  without  adequate  means  of  rearing  and  sup- 
port, three  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  Whitaker  was 
the  youngest  son.  His  grandfather  Keesey,  who  was 
born  in  Ireland  and  married  a  Miss  Miller,  a  native 
of  Germany,  after  coming  to  America  settled  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  from  that  place  in  1804  emigrated  to  Ohio. 
There  is  a  record  that  grandfather  Keesey  took  out 
his  naturalization  papers  in  1806.  Grandfather  and 
grandmother  Thomas  were  both  natives  of  Scotland, 
the  latter 's  maiden  name  being  Eufner  and  they  emi- 
grated from  Virginia  to  Ohio  in  1812. 

Whitaker  Keesey,  partly  as  a  result  of  the  compara- 
tive poverty  of  his  widowed  mother  and  partly  from 
the  circumstances  of  the  times,  had  an  extremely  limited 
schooling,  although  his  native  abilities  and  intelligence 
have  proved  a  good  substitute  for  some  of  the  book 
knowledge  which  he  otherwise  might  have  acquired. 
His  attendance  at  school  was  limited  to  two  years,  for 
one  year  and  four  months  he  was  in  the  schools  of 
Steubenville,  during  his  seventh  and  eighth  year.  Al- 
most as  soon  as  his  strength  permitted  he  was  put  to 
work  on  a  farm  for  his  board  and  clothes,  and  during 
the  two  years  thus  employed  he  attended  school  three 
months  of  each  winter.  Following  that  he  began  earn- 
ing regular  wages,  being  employed  on  an  adjoining 
farm  for  eighteen  months  at  five  dollars  a  month  for  the 
first  year  and  five  dollars  and  a  half  a  month  for  the 
succeeding  six  months.  With  such  variety  of  work 
and  with  experience  that  contained  many  hardships  he 
went  on  to  the  age  of  sixteen.  At  that  time  he  began 
learning  the  trade  of  baker,  and  followed  that  business 
for  a  number  of  years.  To  those  who  know  the  kindly 
traits  and  character  of  this  Fort  Davis  citizen,  it  will 
increase  the  respect  and  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  to 
record  the  fact  that  in  his  early  life,  in  additoin  to 
the  hardships  of  poverty,  he  had  to  endure  severe  treat- 
ment from  supposedly  christian  people  in  whose  homes 
he  lived  or  for  whom  he  was  employed.  The  prejudices 
thus  aroused  and  deep  set  in  his  mind  he  has  never 
succeeded  in  entirely  overcoming.  In  his  earlier  years 
he  was  exceedingly  devoted  to  a  kindly  Sunday  school 
teacher,  whose  kindness  to  the  little  boys  of  her 
class  will  never  be  forgotten,  but  his  own  rugged  bat- 
tles and  struggles  with  the  world  made  it  impossible 
for  him  to  retain  his  belief  in  many  of  the  rules  of 
christian  conduct  which  he  learned  from  tbat  teacher. 

Mr.  Keesey  was  still  a  youth  when  the  war  broke 
out  between  the  North  and  the  South.  At  the  second 
call  for  three  months'  volunteers  he  enlisted  and  was 
with  the  Eighty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
later  served  twenty  months  in  the  Fifth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Cavalry  in  Company  F,  being  discharged  with 
the  rank  of  sergeant. 

Not  long  after  the  war  Mr.  Keesey  set  out  for  the 
Southwest.  Leaving  his  old  home  at  Steubenville,  Ohio, 
February  5,  1867,  he  found  employment  under  General 
J.  S.  Mason  in  the  care  of  his  two  small  boys  as  they 
were  then,  and  also  three  horses.  The  little  party  ar- 
rived at  San  Antonio  March  6,  and  on  May  25,  1867, 
there  being  no  railroads  in  that  section  of  Texas,  Gen- 
eral Mason  secured  for  young  Keesey  a  position  as 
baker  to  accompany  the  troops  to  Fort  Davis,  then 
under  command  of  General  Wesley  Merritt.  The  dis- 
tance of  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  miles  from  San 
Antonio  to  Fort  Davis  was  accomplished  in  a  journey 
by  wagon  roads  in  thirty-one  days.  When  he  arrived 
Mr.  Keesev  had  travelled  sixty-two  days  between  Steu- 
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benville  and  Fort  Davis.  It  is  a  matter  of  interest 
to  recall  the  fact  that  this  trip,  though  a  long  one, 
can  now  be  accomplished  in  four  days,  and  that  is  a 
graphic  illustration  of  the  remarkable  advance  made  in 
transportation  and  in  all  other  living  conditions  during 
modern  times.  Mr.  Keesey's  early  years  in  and  about 
Fort  Davis  were  of  the  real  frontier  life,  with  all  its 
pleasures  and  hardships,  and  after  some  years  of  that 
experience  he  and  a  brother  engaged  in  merchandising 
in  1S73.  Their  stock  of  goods  was  one  of  the  first 
opened  for  trade  at  a  military  post,  which  was  in  the 
midst  of  a  great  wilderness  occupied  only  by  the  range 
cattlemen.  The  brother  finally  withdrew  from  the  busi- 
ness, and  Mr.  Keesey  continued  it  alone  until  1907,  in 
the  meantime  establishing  and  building  up  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  successful  commercial  houses  in  all  West 
Texas.  When  he  retired  in  1907  from  the  active  cares 
of  life  it  was  with  a  satisfying  degree  of  success,  and 
now  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  he  enjoys  and  deserves 
to  enjoy  the  contentment  and  prosperity  of  a  career 
that  has  brought  him  material  good  and  has  resulted 
in  encouragement  and  support  for  so  many  others. 
His  career  seems  to  illustrate  the  truth  of  the  aphorism 
that  to  the  one  who  is  least  regardful  of  his  selfish  pros- 
perity shall  be  returned  the  greatest  abundance,  and 
it  is  certain  that  Mr.  Keesey  prospered  beyond  all  his 
expectations,  and  he  affords  the  credit  for  that  to  his 
Divine  Father,  and  as  a  result  of  reliance  upon  the 
virtues  of  prudence,  truthfulness  and  honesty  in  all 
his  business  relations. 

He  has  been  honored  with  civic  office  as  often  as 
he  could  spare  the  time,  he  held  the  position  of  hide 
inspector  four  years,  was  treasurer  of  the  county  four 
years,  was  county  commissioner  eight  years,  and  has 
always  participated  in  matters  for  the  benefit  of  the 
locality.  In  politics  he  has  voted  with  the  Eepublican 
party,  but  believes  in  independent  action  in  such  mat- 
ters and  supports  the  qualified  honest  man  regardless 
of  the  party  label.  Since  his  admission  on  December 
2,  1891,  Mr.  Keesey  has  been  affiliated  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  He  is  a  member  of  the 
T.  P.  A.,  a  commercial  men 's  accident  insurance  order, 
and  also  with  the  Benevolent  League,  a  branch  of  the 
T.  P.  A.  He  is  a  member  of  the  National  Geographic 
Society  of  Washington,  a  member  of  the  Texas  State 
Historical  Association,  and  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Luther  Burbank  Society.  Mr.  Keesey  has  no  regular 
church  membership  and  confesses  to  a  variance  with 
the  views  expressed  and  held  by  many  with  church 
memliership.  He  believes  that  all  churches  are  good 
regardless  of  denomination,  and  has  steadfastly  sup- 
ported and  endeavored  to  have  some  investment  in  all 
new  church  buildings  erected  in  his  part  of  Texas.  It 
is  his  view  that  no  one  can  predict  the  scope  and 
breadth  of  the  influence  for  good  that  may  result  from 
churches  in  after  years.  One  improvement,  he  holds, 
would  do  much  to  strengthen  the  churches  and  stop 
the  increase  of  membership  in  fraternal  orders,  and 
that  would  be  the  estalilishment  of  a  regular  branch 
of  the  church  for  the  care  of  the  poor,  the  sick  and  dis- 
tressed members  and  for  the  upbringing  of  the  father- 
less  orphans. 

On  April  14,  1892.  at  Wellsburg,  West  Virginia,  Mr. 
Keesey  married  Xannie  J.  Carmichael,  daughter  of  J.  W. 
M.  and  Mary  Carmichael  of  Wellsburg.  Mrs.  Keesey 
became  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  the 
age  of  fourteen,  and  lived  a  devoted  and  active  chris- 
tian life,  ever  ready  to  assist  the  needy  and  distressed 
and  orphan  children.  She  was  an  untiring  worker  in 
the  Bebekah  branch  of  the  Odd  Fellows  order,  and  on 
the  evening  after  completing  a  term  of  one  year  as 
president  of  the  Eebekah  Assembly  she  was  stricken 
with  paralysis.  After  three  years  of  suffering  she  died 
December  5,  1910,  at  the  home  of  her  parents  in 
Wellsburg. 

In  his  earlier  years  Mr.  Keesey  had  to  struggle  and 
work   hard   for   every   advancement,   and   as   a   rule  his 
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honest  and  truthful  methods  of  dealing  commended 
him  to  the  confidence  of  all  who  employed  his  services. 
When  he  established  a  business  of  his  own,  he  insisted 
upon  the  same  principles  of  incorruptible  integrity, 
and  his  business  standing  was  from  the  first  unques- 
tionable. Thus  he  built  solidly  for  himself,  and  was 
also  able  to  care  for  and  protect  the  interests  of  many 
poor  cattlemen  who  needed  his  assistance  from  time  to 
time.  Thus  between  his  endeavors  to  gain  for  himself 
sufficient  means  in  the  declining  years,  and  accomplish- 
ing his  purpose  of  bringing  a  little  sunshine  into  the 
dark  places  for  the  more  unfortunate,  his  career  has 
been  an  exceedingly  busy  and  useful  one,  and  there  have 
been  few  more  beneficent  lives  although  his  deeds  of 
kindness  must  of  very  necessity  go  largely  unrecorded 
except  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  will  cherish  gratitude 
for  his  deeds  as  long  as  life  lasts.  Many  men  now 
prominent  in  West  Texas  owe  their  start  to  Mr.  Keesey, 
and  in  the  course  of  twenty  years  he  has  again  and 
again  advised  boys  and  young  men  in  such  manner  as 
to  start  them  properly  on  worthy  and  useful  careers. 
It  is  for  this  influence  of  an  upright  christian  life  that 
Mr.  Keesey  will  deserve  lasting  memorial  among  the 
citizenship    of    West    Texas. 

John  Matthew  Caetwright.  It  is  an  unusual  dis- 
tinction of  a  Texas  family  to  have  been  represented 
through  five  successive  generations  in  the  state,  but 
that  distinction  belongs  to  the  Cartwrights.  John  Cart- 
wrigKt  the  pioneer  settler  at  what  is  now  San  Augustine 
in  the  year  1819,  two  years  before  Stephen  Austin 
planted  the  flrst  permanent  American  colony,  and  seven- 
teen years  before  Texas  gained  her  independence  from 
Mexico.  In  the  family  of  John  Matthew  Cartwright, 
the  well  known  land  owner  and  planter  at  San  Augustine, 
are  two  children,  who  represent  the  fifth  generation  of 
the  family.  'There  are  several  collateral  branches  of  the 
Cartwright  family  in  different  sections  of  Texas,  but 
the  descent  of  the  one  now  under  consideration  is  through 
the  original  settler,  John  Cartwright,  Matthew  Cart- 
wright, Columbus  C.  Cartwright,  to  John  Matthew  Cart- 
wright, and  the  last  named 's  children. 

Concerning  the  original  John  Cartwright  there  is 
little  infoTmation  at  hand.  Concerning  his  son  Matthew, 
however,  it  is  known  that  he  was  born  in  Wilson  county, 
Tennessee,  November  11,  1807,  and  came  here  when  a 
boy  with  slaves.  He  started  a  mercantile  business  and 
traded  with  the  Indians,  also  opened  up  a  farm  and 
worked  his  slaves  thereon.  The  farm  was  three  miles 
east  of  the  present  site  of  San  Augustine,  and  there  he 
continued  in  farming  and  merchandising  until  1833  or 
1.S34.  A  short  time  after  Matthew  came  his  father  and 
family  also  came.  Three  miles  northwest  of  San  Augus- 
tine at  that  time  lived  the  family  of  Col.  Isaac  Holman, 
who  had  come  from  Lincoln  county,  Tennessee  about 
1833.  Matthew  Cartwright  was  married  in  1836  to 
Amanda  Holman  and  of  their  family  of  children  two  are 
still  living.  Matthew  Cartwright  after  his  marriage  be- 
came a  merchant  in  San  Augustine,  with  his  father  as 
a  part'ner,  later  was  in  business  by  himself  until  1847, 
and  then  up  to  the  time  of  the  war  was  engaged  in 
locating  and  dealing  in  Texas  land,  for  which  work  he 
rode  horseback  throughout  all  the  settled  portions  of  the 
state.  He  had  one  horse  on  which  he  rode  over  20,000 
miles.  He  was  a  man  of  great  liberality  and  justice  in 
all  his  relations,  and  again  and  again  granted  extensions 
to  the  families  of  settlers  who  were  unable  to  meet  the 
strict  terms  of  agreement,  concerning  their  land  pur- 
chases. After  the  war  he  resumed  merchandising,  but 
soon  turned  the  business  over  to  two  of  his  sons.  His 
death  occurred  April  2,  1870.  His  wife  survived  him 
twenty-four  years,  dying  at  San  Augustine  in  her  seventy- 
seventh  year. 

Columbus  C.  Cartwright,  son  of  Matthew,  was  born  in 
San  Augustine  in  1837,  and  died  in  1902.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  business  for  many  years,  was 
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a  verj-  worthy  and  highly  respected  citizen,  and  bore 
the  same  honorable  relations  to  the  business  and  social 
community  which  had  characterized  his  father.  Through- 
out the  period  of  the  war  he  served  as  a  soldier,  and  his 
brothers  A.  P.  and  Leonidas  were  also  in  the  army. 
Columbus  C.  Cartwright  married  Sallie  Lane,  and  of 
their  children,  besides  John  Matthew,  there  are  now  liv- 
ing Robert  L.  Cartwright  of  Waco;  A.  H.  Cartwright 
of  San  Augustine;  Mrs.  Mary  Bewley;  and  Mrs.  Ella 
Sharp,  the  latter  two  of  San  Augustine. 

John  Matthew  Cartwright  was  born  at  San  Augustine, 
in  1862.  Beared  in  his  native  locality,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  years  spent  in  Central  Texas,  he  has  al- 
wavs  had  his  home  here.  At  the  present  time  he  is  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  adjoining 
San  Augustine  on  the  south.  This  is  a  historic  place, 
having  been  in  possession  of  the  Cartwright  family  since 
the  earliest  days  of  settlement,  and  some  of  the  land 
has  been  in  cultivation  for  nearly  a  hundred  years.  Mr. 
Cartwright  still  raises  splendid  crops  of  cotton  and  corn, 
and  frcini  his  experience  one  may  conclude  that  the  fer- 
Tilitv  of  Ti-xus  soil  in  San  Augustine  county  cannot  be 
t:isiiy  ixliausted.  Some  twenty-five  or  thirty  acres  of  the 
Cartwright  farm  are  devoted  to  pecan  culture,  and  that 
pecan  orchard  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  assets  of  the 
farm.  Mr.  Cartwright  is  also  owner  of  other  valuable 
farm  property  in  the  county. 

John  M.  Cartwright  married  Miss  Emma  Massey,  a 
daughter  of  C.  B.  and  Eliza  (Jones)  Massey,  of  Rusk, 
Texas,  pioneers  of  this  commonwealth.  The  two  children 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cartwright  are  Holman  L.,  and  Baxter 
Polk. 

Judge  Henry  Kixsey  Polk.  Among  the  old  fami- 
lies of  eastern  Texas  the  Polks  have  had  a  prominent 
place  from  the  time  when  eastern  Texas  was  the  battle- 
ground between  the  advancing  American  colonization  and 
the  resisting  forces  of  Mexico.  In  ante-bellum  days 
they  were  planters  and  slave  owners  and  merchants, 
served  with  the  Confederacy,  and  gave  more  than  ordi- 
nary sacrifices  of  life  and  property  during  the  war  and 
during  the  subsequent  half  century.  Their  lives  have 
been  led  along  the  paths  of  quiet  industry  and  pros- 
perity and  as  good  citizens  and  oflScials  they  have  done 
their"  full  share  for  the  enrichment  of  community  life. 

Henry  Kinsey  Polk,  now  county  judge  of  San  Augus- 
tine county,  was  born  at  San  Augustine  in  1860,  a  son 
of  Charles  I.  and  Victoria  (Thomas)  Polk,  in  whose 
family  were  three  sons — H.  K.,  I.  D.,  J.  A'.  The  grand- 
parents were  Albert  and  Nancy  (McKeever)  Polk,  who 
came  from  Tennessee  to  San  Augustine  county  in  1836. 
The  late  Alfred  Polk  settled  on  a  farm  four  miles  south- 
west of  San  Augustine.  From  the  original  stock  of  the 
Polk  family  was  also  descended  President  James  K. 
Polk,  and  the  history  of  the  Polks  goes  back  to  the  ear- 
liest times  in  Scotland.  Alfred  Polk  was  born  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  for  seventeen  years  was  county  judge  of  San 
Augustine  county,  his  records  making  a  portion  of  the 
early  history  of  that  county,  as  his  graitdson 's  does  in 
the  later  years.  He  married  Xancy  McKeever,  whose 
history  proves  that  she  was  a  remarkable  woman.  She 
reared  ten  children  of  her  own,  two  sets  of  orphan  chil- 
dren, kept  house  faithfully  for  sixty  years,  and  her  hus- 
band 's  death  was  the  first  that  occurred  in  her  f amilv. 
Judge  Alfred  Polk  died  in  1889.  Six  of  the  sons  of  Al- 
fred and  Xancy  Polk  served  in  the  Confederate  army, 
and  one  of  them   was  killed   in  battle. 

Charles  I.  Polk,  the  father  of  Henry  Kinsey,  was  born 
in  Tennessee  in  1831,  and  was  five  years  of  age  when 
the  family  moved  to  east  Texas.  For  many  years  he 
was  a  merchant  at  San  Augustine,  where  he  died  in 
1890.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  near  San 
Augustine,  but  at  the  age  of  nineteen  became  a  resident 
in  the  town  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  3'ears  there. 
For  seven  years  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Thomas 
Payne,  and  then  engaged  in  business  for  himself.     Dur- 


ing the  war  he  entered  the  Confederate  service  and  bore 
arms  in  the  Southern  cause  for  several  years.  He  mar- 
ried iliss  Victoria  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  San  Augus- 
tine, a  daughter  of  I.  D.  Thomas,  one  of  the  first  set- 
tle! s.  I.  D.  Thomas  buUt  at  San  Augustine  what  is  said 
to  have  been  the  first  two-story  residence  in  Texas.  He 
settled  in  East  Texas,  in  what  is  now  San  Augustine 
county,  in  1824,  and  established  the  first  store  on  the 
site  of  San  Augustine  when  that  became  the  site  of  the 
city.  For  some  years  he  held  rank  as  one  of  the  largest 
merchants  in  the  entire  state.  Mrs.  Victoria  Polk  is 
still  living,  and  is  an  aunt  of  Seymour  Thomas,  the  • 
famous  portrait  artist  of  Paris,  who  came  to  America  in 
1913  to  paint  the  portrait  of  President  Woodrow  Wil- 
son, and  several  of  his  canvases  have  been  hung  in  the 
Paris  Salon. 

Henry  K.  Polk  spent  his  boyhood  in  San  Augus- 
tine, attained  his  early  education  in  the  local  schools, 
and  afterwards  was  a  student  in  the  Agricultural  and 
Mechanical  College,  at  Bryan.  In  his  business  career  he 
has  been  very  successful.  He  is  the  owner  of  valuable 
land  in  the  town  of  San  Augustine,  including  a  fine  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  within  the  city 
limits,  besides  other  town  and  country  property. 

Mr.  Polk  has  given  a  number  of  years  to  the  public 
service  of  his  country.  To  his  present  office,  as  county 
judge,  he  was  elected  in  Xovember,  1912,  entering  upon 
his  duties  on  the  first  of  December  of  the  same  year.  He 
previously  held  the  office  of  county  judge,  and  for  six 
years  was  county  commissioner,  during  most  of  which 
time  he  performed  the  duties  of  judge.  Mr.  Polk  is  af- 
filiated with  Redland  Lodge,  Xo.  3,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  his 
father  before  him  was  an  active  member  of  the  same 
fraternity.' 

Judge  Polk  married  Miss  Ella  Burleson,  a  native  of 
San  Augustine  county  and  a  duughter  of  James  Burleson. 
She  is  a  cousin  of  Ex  ( 'i.iii;ieNsm:in  Albert  Burleson,  who 
is  postmaster-general  in  the  Wilson  cabinet.  Mrs.  Polk 
was  educated  at  Baylor  UuivtMsity.  They  are  the  parents 
of  seven  children:  Mrs.  Jamie  Gombert,  Mrs.  Hallie 
McFarland,  John  Alfred  Polk,  Kate,  Carlo,  Mamie  and 
Henry. 

J.\MES  H.  Hill.  With  its  growing  importance  as  a 
railroad  center,  Galveston  has  become  the  home  and 
headquarters  of  many  prominent  railway  officials,  and 
one  of  the  best  known  members  of  railway  circles  in  the 
city  is  James  H.  Hdl,  who  recently  became  vice  president, 
treasurer,  and  general  manager  of  the  Galveston,  Hous- 
ton &  Henderson  Railway  Company.  Mr.  Hill  has  been 
a  resident  of  Galveston  for  the  past  seventeen  years, 
and  is  a  veteran  railroad  man,  having  taken  up  that 
line  of  work  about  as  soon  as  he  left  school.  His  career 
has  had  all  the  interesting  features  of  progress,  from  a 
position  as  minor  clerk  to  one  of  the  highest  officials  of 
the  service,  his  ability  and  personal  character  having 
won  him  a  steady  promotion  from  one  grade  to  another 

James  H.  Hill"  is  a  native  of  New  York  City,  where 
he  was  born  March  29.  1858.  a  son  of  Henry  Hixon  and 
Sarah  (Hamilton)  Hill.  His  boyhood  was  spent  in  his 
native  cit.v,  where  he  attended  grammar  school,  and 
when  a  yoiing  man  went  west,  and  had  his  first  experience 
in  railroading  in  Illinois,  later  going  to  Kansas,  where 
he  held  several  positions  as  a  railroad  man.  In  1896  Mr. 
Hill  came  to  Galveston  to  take  the  place  of  manager  for 
the  Galveston.  Houston  &  Henderson  Railroad.  Later  he 
was  promoted  to  the  place  of  secretary-treasurer  and 
manager,  and  in  June,  1913,  was  made  vice  president, 
treasurer,  and  general  manaser  of  this  old  and  impor- 
tant Texas  trunk  line.  Mr.  Hill  is  also  a  director  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Galveston.  He  is  well  known  in 
fraternal  and  social  circles,  is  a  thirty-second  degree 
Scottish  Rite  IMason,  having  affiliations  with  various 
bodies  of  the  order.  He  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  6,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  at  Lawrence,  Kansas,  being  past  master;  with 
Lawrence   Chapter,   No.   4,   R.   A.    M.;    with    De   Molay 
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Commandery,  K,  1'.,  at  Lawienee;  El  Jlina  Teinjile,  at 
Galveston;  A.  A.  1 1.  X.  .M.  f:*.;  and  Texas  L'ousistory, 
Xo.  1,  A.  A:  A.  s.  j;.  ]i,.  l,rloiiys  to  the  Galvestou  Ar- 
tillery L'lub,  til.'  <il,Mihl,M  Coiiiitry  Hub,  the  Aziula  Club, 
and  the  (.ialvu^jiun  i.:imii    W-iein. 

in  1SS4  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hill  to  Miss 
Fanny  Gillette  ot  Buffalo,  Illinois.  They  have  three 
children:  Marian,  wife  of  L.  M.  Higgins;  Gillette,  a 
student  in  the  Culver  Military  Academy,  m  Indiana; 
and  Beatrice.  Their  home  is  at  1610  ISealy  ave.,  Gal- 
veston. 

Lewis  Fisher.  Bearing  an  old  and  distinguished 
name  in  Texas,  Lewis  Fisher,  now  the  mayor-president 
of  the  city  of  Galveston,  has  well  performed  the  respon- 
sibilities and  creditably  lived  up  to  the  expectations  of 
his  family  history.  The  history  of  modern  Galveston 
begins  with  the  year  1900,  and  in  the  reforms  and  im- 
provements which  has  rehabilitated  and  remade  the 
greatest  port  on  the  Gulf  coast  Lewis  Fisher,  first  as 
county  judge  of  Galveston  county  and  later  as  head  of 
the  municipal  commission,  has  been  one  of  the  greatest 
individual  factors.  During  his  administration  as  county 
judge  the  great  sea  wall,  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
constructive  enterprises  ever  undertaken  by  any  city,  was 
begun  and  completed,  and  during  his  administration  as 
mayor,  Galveston  has  rapidly  gone  to  the  front,  until  it 
is  now  the  second  largest  port  on  the  American  conti- 
nent, being  exceeded  in  its  commerce  only  by  the  port  of 
New  York  City.  Mr.  Fisher  is  by  profession  a  lawyer, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  has  given  all  his  ability  as 
an  attorney  and  as  a  practical  executive  and  adminis- 
trator to  his  home  city. 

Lewis  Fisher  was  born  at  Austin,  Texas,  October  28, 
1872.  It  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the  early  pages  of 
Texas  history,  j.articuhniy  hi  the  era  which  made  an 
independent  repiiMM-  ut  «h;it  had  been  a  province  of 
Mexico,  to  pcrri  iM'  tlir  curly  prominence  of  the  Fisher 
name  in  Texas  aiiinils.  S.  Klmads  Fisher,  grandfather  of 
Judge  Fisher,  was  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  conven- 
tion which  met  at  Washington  on  the  Brazos  on  the 
first  of  March,  1836,  and  was  one  of  the  fifty-eight  dele- 
gates who  adopted  and  signed  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence for  Texas  on  March  2,  1836.  After  Texas  be- 
came a  Republic,  he  served  as  secretary  of  the  navy 
until  his  death,  in  1838.  The  parents  oif  Lewis  Fisher 
were  Rhoads  and  Sophia  (Rollins)  Fisher.  His  father 
was  born  in  Matagorda  county,  Texas,  March  13,  1832, 
and  had  a  long  career  in  the  real  estate  business,  and 
for  eighteen  years  served  as  chief  clerk  in  the  land  ottice 
at  Austin,  During  the  war  between  the  states  he  saw- 
service  as  a  Confederate  soldiei'.  The  mother  of  Judge 
Fisher  was  a  native  of  Mississippi  and  died  February  '^, 
1889. 

Lewis  Fisher  spent  his  boyhood  and  early  youth  in 
Austin,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools,  also  St. 
Edward 's  College,  and  was  graduated  from  the  law  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Texas  in  1895  with  the 
degree  of  LL.  B.  In  the  same  year  he  came  to  Galveston 
and  took  up  the  practice  of  law.  In  1900,  the  year  in 
which  occurred  the  great  disaster  which  nearly  destroyed 
Galveston,  he  liegaii  his  first  important  public  service  in 
the  oftin.  of  coinity  attorney  of  Galveston  county,  and 
served  until  I'.nii'.  His  term  of  county  attorney  was  fol- 
lowed by  liis  elei-tiou  as  county  judge  in  1902,  and  he 
served  nearly  four  years.  As  county  judge,  he  was  ex 
officio  chairman  of  the  county  oommissioners  court  and 
had  supervision  of  the  construction  of  the  sea  wall, 
which  was  completed  during  his  administration,  at  a 
cost  of  one  and  a  half  million  dollars.  On  one  of  the 
granite  pillars  marking  the  western  end  of  the  sea  wall 
are  inscribed  the  nanus  of  the  county  officials  and  others 
prominently  identified  with  the  construction  of  the  en- 
terprise, and  the  name  of  Judge  Fisher  appears  at  the 
head  of  this  list. 

Judge  Fieher  resigned  his  office  as  county  judge  to  ac- 


cejit  the  appointment  given  by  Governor  Lanham  as 
judge  of  tue  Tenth  Judicial  District,  his  name  having 
leceived  the  indorsement  of  the  entire  Galveston  bar  for 
this  oflice.  As  district  judge,  his  services  were  performed 
with  credit  until  the  year  1909.  In  the  municipal  elec- 
tion held  in  May  of  that  year  he  was  the  expressed 
choice  of  many  prominent  citiiens  of  Galveston  tor  tue 
office  of  mayor,  or  president  of  the  commission.  Dp  to 
that  time  there  had  been  no  changes  in  the  personnel  of 
the  commission  from  its  inception,  under  the  new  char- 
ter, and  Judge  Fisher  became  a  candidate  to  succeed  H. 
A.  Landes.  Judge  Fisher's  individual  name  on  the 
municipal  ticket  proved  stronger  than  the  name  of  the 
rival  candidate,  though  the  latter  was  supported  by  the 
entire  press  of  the  city  and  by  the  exertions  of  the  city 
clubs.  His  campaign  and  election  were  a  most  note- 
worthy feature  of  the  year  in  municipal  politics  and 
were  a  practical  demonstration  of  the  jiower  of  a  popular 
personality  in  any  political  contest.  He  was  re-elected 
in  1911,  and  again  in   1913,  without  opposition. 

Judge  Fisher  maintains  his  law  offices  in  the  Trust 
Building,  and  there  transacts  a  great  deal  of  his  duties 
as  mayor.  Mayor  Fisher  is  always  accessible  to  citizens 
of  Galveston  and  in  every  way  is  really  the  head  of  the 
city  administration.  Outside  of  his  profession  and  his 
official  affairs,  he  is  well  known  auii  prominent  in  social 
circles.  Judge  Fisher  has  attained  to  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  Scottish  Rite  Masonry,  and  belongs  to  Tucker 
Lodge,  No.  297,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Galveston;  El  Miua 
Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  the  Texas  consistory, 
Xo.  1,  of  CJalveston.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  Humbohlt 
Lodge,  No.  9,  K.  of  P.,  being  past  chancellor  of  the 
same,  and  member  and  past  exalted  ruler  of  Galveston 
Lodge,  No.  126,  B.  P.  O.  E.  *He  belongs  to  the  Galves- 
ton Commercial  Association  and  the  Cialveston  Garten 
Verein. 

In  1901  Judge  Fisher  married  Miss  May  Masterson,  a 
daughter  of  Branch  T.  Masterson  of  Galveston.  Her  ma- 
ternal grandfather  was  Wilmer  Dallam,  who  is  distin- 
guished as  having  prepared  the  first  digest  of  the  laws 
of  Texas,  known  to  all  lawyers  as  "Dallam's  Digest." 
Lewis  Fisher  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  four  children  : 
Lewis  Dallam  Fisher,  Wilmer  Rollins  Fisher,  May  Mas- 
terson Fisher,  and  Rebecca  Branch  Fisher.  Their  resi- 
dence in  Galveston  is  at  1703  Thirty-First  Street. 
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ilr.  Jordan  was  born  at  Warnnyt.ui,  Virginia,  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1875,  and  is  a  son  of  Powhatan  and  Bertie 
(Edwards)  Jordan.  His  father,  a  native  of  Portsmouth, 
Virginia,  born  in  1827,  was  a  well  known  physician  and 
surgeon  of  Virginia,  where  he  practiced  for  many  years, 
and  in  1876  was  appointed  federal  quarantine  officer 
at  New  Orleans,  being  an  expert  along  the  line  of 
yellow  fever  and  smallpox.  He  remained  in  the  Louis- 
iana city  until  Issl.  in  which  year  he  came  to  Texas 
aii.l  istriMisli,.,!  Iiiiii^.lt  in  practice  at  Beaumont,  where 
he  .■..i.tiiiiii'.l  t.i  ivsi.l,.  until  his  death  in  1904.  He  was 
wiil.iy  anil  favniably  known  in  his  profession  and  be- 
came a  prosperous  man  of  his  community.  Doctor  Jor- 
dan was  married  (first)  to  Bertie  Edwards,  who  was 
born  at  Tallapoosa,  Alabama,  in  1844,  and  she  died 
in  1877,  the  mother  of  four  children:  Lena,  who  is 
deceased;  Charles,  who  died  in  1891,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years;  Otelia,  who  married  Pat  C.  Byrne, 
a   merchant  at  Duncan,  Oklahoma ;   and  Harry  Phillip, 
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of  this  review.  Doctor  Jordan  was  married  (second)  in 
1885  to  Miss  Ada  Hoskins,  who  died  without  issue  in 
1890. 

Harry  Phillip  Jordan  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Beaumont  and  at  Beaumont  Academy,  follow- 
ing which  he  took  a  course  in  civil  engineering  at  the 
Texas  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  and  was 
graduated  from  that  college  in  1S95,  with  the  degree  of 
B.  C.  E.  He  next  took  up  the  study  of  law  as  a  student 
in  the  University  of  Texas,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1898,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.,  and  in  that 
same  year  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  established  him- 
self in  practice  at  Waco,  where  he  has  offices  at  No. 
801  Amicable  building.  He  has  steadily  advanced  in 
the  ranks  of  his  calling,  and  in  his  special  lines  of  civil, 
corporation,  insurance  and  commercial  law  has  been 
connected  with  a  number  of  noted  cases.  The  corpora- 
tion lawyer  who  would  win  a  full  measure  of  success 
must  not  only  be  an  alert  and  broad  member  of  his  pro- 
fession, but  a  keen  and  far-seeing  business  man.  His  is 
pre-eminently  the  domain  of  practical  law,  in  which 
solid  logic  and  hard  fact,  fertility  of  resource  and  vigor 
of  professional  treatment  are  usually  relied  upon,  rather 
than  ingenious  tneory  and  grace  of  oratory.  Mr.  Jor 
dan  is  possessed  of  these  traits  in  marked  degree.  That 
he  is  a  successful  business  man  is  shown  by  his  con- 
nection as  stockholder  and  director  in  the  Texas  Fidelity 
and  Bonding  Company  and  stockholder  in  the  Guarantee 
and  Trust  Company,  the  McKnight  Sundries  Company 
and  the  White  Rock  Sand  and  Gravel  Company,  and  he 
is  also  the  owner  of  much  realty  in  Waco,  including  his 
residence  at  No.  2021  Austin  avenue  and  about  twelve 
other  pieces  of  business  and  residence  property.  Politi- 
cally a  Democrat,  he  was  secretary  of  the  Democratic 
county  executive  committee  for  several  years,  was  as- 
sistant county  attorney  from  1898  until  1902,  and  in 
1912  was  elected  to  the  legislature  of  the  state  to  rep- 
resent the  Sixty-first  district,  from  McLennan  county. 
For  twenty  years  a  member  of  the  Texas  National 
Guard,  in  1913  he  was  elected  colonel  of  his  regiment, 
and  he  also  takes  a  keen  interest  in  Masonry,  being  a 
thirty-second  degree  Mason,  a  Knights  Templar  and  a 
Shriner.  He  belongs  to  the  Young  Men's  Business 
League  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  has  associ- 
ated himself  with  other  earnest  and  progressive  citi?ens 
in  forwarding  movements  for  the  betterment  of  busi- 
ness conditions.  With  his  family,  he  attends  the  Epis- 
copal church. 

On  June  9,  1908,  Mr.  Jordan  was  married  at  Waco 
to  Miss  Vera  Higginson,  daughter  of  Cyrus  H.  Higgin- 
son,  a  planter  of  Waco,  and  to  this  union  there  have 
been  born  two  children,  namely:  Margaret,  who  was 
born  August  20,  1909;  and  Harry  Phillip,  Jr.,  born 
May  18,  1912. 

Bertrad  Adoue.  For  more  than  forty  years  probably 
no  name  in  all  Texas  was  more  thoroughly  significant  of 
business  ability  and  finest  commercial  integrity  than  that 
of  Adoue.  In  the  early  years  of  railroad  extension  after 
the  war  the  late  Bertrad  Adoue 's  mercantile  enterprise 
followed  the  line  of  the  Houston  &  Texas  Central  north- 
ward. He  then  concentrated  his  efforts  at  Galveston, 
where  in  the  financial  and  wholesale  district  there  was 
no  more  familiar  figure.  The  world  admires  the  success- 
ful business  builder,  but  admiration  becomes  honor  and 
esteem  when  the  proceeds  of  commerce  are  diverted  .iu- 
diciously  to  the  welfare  of  the  community.  Probably  no 
citiyen  of  Galveston  was  more  quietly  efScient  in  his 
business  undertakings,  and  his  broad  philanthropy  was 
characterized  by  the  same  spirit.  Few  distinctive  mon- 
uments proclaim  his  beneficence,  but  those  who  have 
some  familiarity  with  practical  charities  and  the  larger 
institutions  which  are  conspicuous  in  that  city  are  well 
aware  of  the  sturdy  helpfulness  afforded  by  Mr.  Adoue 
during   his   lifetime    and    his    valuable   bequests    at    his 


death.     He  was  one  of  Galveston  's  finest  business  lead- 
ers and  most  loyal  friend. 

Bertrad  Adoue  was  born  near  Aurignac,  France,  Sep- 
tember 9,  1841,  and  died  when  past  seventy,  November 
17,  1911.  Educated  in  France,  he  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1859,  first  locating  in  New  Orleans.  In  1863 
he  went  to  Brownsville,  Texas,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  general  merchandise  business.  In  1866  was  formed 
the  partnership  with  Joseph  Lobit,  an  association  which 
has  been  one  of  the  oldest  and  closest  in  the  commercial 
history  of  the  state.  This  partnership  was  continued 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Adoue,  forty-five  years  later, 
the  firm  name  being  Adoue  &  Lobit.  They  were  at  first 
engaged  in  general  merchandising  at  Bryan  and  at  other 
places  along  the  Houston  &  Central  Texas  Railroad 
while  that  road  was  being  slowly  extended  northward 
from  Houston.  As  the  road  progressed  and  new  towns 
were  established,  they  also  moved  their  store,  and  thus 
afforded  their  mercantile  facilities  as  pioneers  in  a  num- 
ber of  now  thriving  cities  in  central  and  north  Texas. 
In  1874,  the  railroad  in  the  meantime  having  been  com- 
pleted to  Dallas,  the  partners  moved  to  Galveston,  and  in 
1875  discontinued  the  general  merchandise  business,  en- 
gaging exclusively  in  banking.  As  bankers,  the  firm  of 
Adoue  &  Lobit  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  financial  dis- 
trict of  Galveston,  and  its  connections  extended  to  all 
the  fianeial  centers  of  the  world.  At  the  death  of  Mr. 
Adoue,  in  1911,  the  other  partner,  Mr.  Lobit,  retired 
from  active  business. 

The  late  Bertrad  Adoue  was  not  only  very  promi- 
nently identified  with  business  in  Galveston,  but  was  also 
one  of  the  public-spirited  citizens.  He  was  president  of 
the  Texas  Brewers  Association,  was  president  of  the  G.tI- 
veston  Brewing  Company,  active  vice  president  of  the 
Lone  Star  Brewing  Company  of  San  Antonio,  active 
vice  president  of  the  American  Brewing  Assn.  of  Hous- 
ton, president  of  the  Galveston  Maritime  Association  for 
many  years  until  his  death,  was  president  of  the  Galves- 
ton Dry  Goods  Company,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Mistrot 
Brothers  &  Company  of  Galveston,  vice  president  of  the 
Lasker  Real  Estate  Association  of  Galveston,  and  first 
vice  president  of  the  Galveston  Hotel  Company. 

His  activities  in  connection  with  enterprises,  either  of 
public  or  semi-public  nature,  were  equally  notable.  He 
was  for  a  numljer  of  years  a  member  of  the  Galveston 
Deep  Water  Committee.  He  was  president  of  the  Oster- 
man  Widows  &  Orphans  Fimd,  and  for  many  years 
served  as  vice  consul  for  Sweden.  At  his  death  he  left 
many  bequests,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  fol- 
lowing: A  fund  to  enable  ward'  patients  at  St.  Mary's 
Infirmary  to  have  private  rooms  where  necessary  for 
their  comfort  and  benefi't ;  a  fund  to  Trinity  church  of 
Galveston  to  be  used  liy  the  rector  in  a  nonsectarian 
manner  as  he  sees  fit.  Mr.  Adoue  owned  consi<ler;i' 
property  in  his  native  country  of  France,  and  this,  coi"- 
prising'farms  and  improvements  valued  at  about  twenty 
thous.nnd  dollars,  was  left  to  his  native  town  to  be  used 
for  charitable  purposes.  His  most  notable  bequest  was 
for  the  erection  and  maintenance  in  Galveston  of  a  sea- 
men's  bethel.  This  practical  charity  has  been  establishol 
and  was  presented  bv  his  familv  to  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Seaman's  Friend  Society  on  June  9,  1913.  The 
fund  for  the  maintenance  of  this  institution,  at  the 
latest  report,  amounted  to  fourteen  thousand  dollars. 
The  dedication  and  presentation  of  the  bethel  made  one 
of  the  interesting  events  in  the  history  of  Galveston  pub- 
lic institutions,  and,  as  the  scope  and  value  of  the  philan- 
thropy mav  not  be  thoroughly  appreciated  by  a  great 
many"  peonle  living  in  Texas,"the  following  paragraphs 
are  quoted  from  the  principal  address  of  the  evening,  de- 
livered by  an  eminent  New  York  social  worker  and  official 
in  the  American  Seaman  's  Friend  Society.  This  speaker 
described  the  purposes  of  the  local  Bethel  as  follows: 

"Three  things  this  house  stands  for— a  house  of  ref- 
uge, a  house  of  happiness,  and  a  house  of  worship.  As 
a   house   of   refuge,   it   will   shelter   between    thirty-five 
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thousand  and  forty  thousand  of  the  birds  of  passage  we 
call  sailors  who  annually  visit  this  port,  natives  of  all 
nations,  brought  to  your  doors  from  all  the  seven  seas. 
You've  built  a  splendid  place  for  a  house  of  refuge. 

' '  As  a  house  of  happiness,  it  embodies  the  things  de- 
sired by  the  sailor  folk — those  people  who  are  made  with 
a  '  wanting  heart ' — wanting  those  things  which  are  com- 
mon to  you,  but  far  too  uncommon  to  them.  1  'm  glad 
you  built  the  interior  and  made  it  bright  and  cheerful. 
The  sailor  doesn  't  want  your  dim,  religious  light  when 
he  gets  ashore.  He  gets  all  the  dim,  religious  lights  he 
wants  in  his  dim  and  none  too  religious  f o  'e  'sle.  Put 
yourselves  in  the  sailor's  place.  You'll  understand  his 
joy  in  this  house  that  is  going  to  bring  joy  to  the  hearts 
of  thousands  of  sailors.  What  a  sailor  wants  when  he 
comes  ashore  isn  't  a  prayer  meeting.  'Way  out  yonder 
on  the  sea,  when  the  sun  has  been  blazing  hotly,  he  has 
promised  himself  a  long,  cool  drink  the  minute  he  gets 
ashore.  He  's  human.  When  he  lands,  and  steps  off  the 
dock,  there  the  saloon  confronts  him.  It's  bright.  His 
fo'c's'le  hasn't  been  bright.  There's  a  piano — out  of 
tune.  What  does  that  matter  when  he  hasn  't  for  weeks 
seen  a  piano?  There  are  the  foaming  steins  of  ale; 
there  are  the  mahogany  sandwiches,  over  which  the  flies 
disport  themselves.  But  the  ale  looks  good  to  him,  even 
if  it  isn't  good  for  him;  and  who  cares  for  a  few  flies 
when  he  has  been  shaking  the  weevils  out  of  his  food? 
That's  why  I'm  glad  this  bethel  is  bright  and  cheerful. 

"And,  lastly,  this  place  is  to  be  a  house  of  worship. 
Kipling  say  that  '  single  men  who  live  in  barracks  don  't 
grow  into  plaster  saints. '  They  don  't.  Neither  do  sin- 
gle men  who  live  in  forecastles.  But  'way  down,  under- 
neath the  rugged  exterior,  'way  beyond  speech,  in  the 
sailor's  heart,  is  an  appreciation  of  religion.  And  here 
he  shall  be  taught  the  alphabet  of  religion.  Every  sailor 
is  a  man  under  authority.  At  sea  or  elsewhere  you  can  't 
do  anything  with  a  man  who  won 't  obey.  And  if  a  man 
has  been  trained  to  obey  his  God,  he'll  obey  his  ship- 
master. ' ' 

In  considering  the  career  of  the  late  Mr.  Adoue  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  his  success  was  almost  en- 
tirely the  result  of  his  individual  efforts,  beginning  at  a 
time  when  he  was  a  boy.  With  an  energy  and  ability 
much  above  the  ordinary,  he  won  a  large  success,  and 
always  honorably  and  in  such  a  way  that  he  continiieil 
to  enjoy  the  esteem  of  his  community  to  the  closing 
years  of  his  life.  His  charitable  work  was  conspicuous 
for  his  breadth  and  nonsectarian  character.  To  the 
Catholic  hospitals,  to  the  Episcopal  church,  to  the  Sea- 
men, and  to  his  native  town,  while  his  personal  unre- 
corded philanthropies  were  probably  never  influenced  by 
any  consideration  of  race  or  creed. 

The  late  Bertrad  Adoue  married  Miss  Albert ine 
Schneider  of  New  Orleans.  Mrs.  Adoue,  who  survives 
her  husband,  is  the  mother  of  four  children,  as  follows : 
Bertrad  C,  deceased;  Pauline  Eliza,  who  married  G.  F. 
McFarland  of  Toronto,  Canada;  Louis  A.,  and  Mimie 
Elaine  of  Galveston.  The  family  home  is  at  1526  Post 
Oflice  Street. 

Louis  A.  Adoue,  the  only  surviving  son,  since  his  fa- 
ther 's  death  has  taken  over  many  of  the  large  business 
afi'airs  associated  with  the  name.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Mistrot  Brothers  &  Company,  now  known  as  Mis- 
trot  &  Adoue,  wholesale  dry  goods.  He  is  vice  president 
of  the  Galveston  Brewing  Company,  vice  president  of  the 
Lasker  Real  Estate  Association,  vice  president  of  the 
American  Indemnity  Company  of  Galveston,  is  a  member 
of  the  Galveston  Deepwater  Committee,  a  trustee  of  the 
Rosenberg  Library,  and  is  vice  consul  for  Sweden. 

Hon.  Robert  G.  Street.  Probably  no  member  of  the 
Texas  bar  still  in  active  practice  is  more  widely  known 
over  the  state  and  throughout  the  south  than  Judge 
Street,  for  more  than  ten  years  judge  of  the  fifty-sixth 
diitrict  court,  and  a  member  of  the  Galveston  bar  since 
1866.    During  his  career  on  the  bench  his  district  has  had 


the  satisfaction  of  knowing  the  judicial  functions  wera 
being  discharged  with  a  degree  of  human  and  technical 
understanding  that  rarely  comes  to  the  public  service. 
Judge  Street  is  an  able  lawyer,  a  citizen  whose  career 
has  in  many  places  touched  the  public,  and  always  bene- 
ficially, and,  besides  his  other  services,  has  contributed 
at  least  two  important  works  to  the  literature  of  law. 

Robert  Gould  Street  was  born  in  Greensboro,  Alabama, 
December  12,  1843,  a  son  of  John  Vernon  and  Elizabeth 
(Torrenee)  Street.  A  Virginian  by  birth,  his  father  was 
a  prominent  physician,  and  engaged  in  practice  in  Ala- 
bama until  his  death,  in  1854.  The  mother  was  a  native 
of  North  Carolina,  and  died  at  Galveston  in  1910,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-four  years. 

From  the  private  schools  of  Alabama,  Judge  Street  en- 
tered the  University  of  Alabama,  and  was  in  his  junior 
year  when  the  war  between  the  states  came  on.  Enlisting 
as  a  Confederate  soldier,  he  first  served  in  Company  I  of 
the  Twentieth  Alabama  Infantry,  and  later  in  Company 
H  of  the  Fifty-First  Alabama  Cavalry.  His  highest 
rank  was  that  of  Sergeant  Major.  He  went  through  the 
war  from  beginning  to  end;  was  out  of  active  service 
nearly  two  years  on  account  of  imprisonment.  On  June 
27,  1863,  at  Shelbyville,  Tennessee,  he  was  captured,  and 
was  confined  at  Fort  Delaware  until  March,  1865.  When 
the  war  was  over,  he  went  home  and  found  work  as  a 
school  teacher.  Taking  up  the  study  of  law,  he  was  pe- 
culiarly fortunate  in  choosing  his  preceptor.  His  guide 
in  his  law  studies  was  his  colonel  during  the  war,  John 
T.  Morgan,  whose  name  in  later  years  was  one  of  the 
most  familiar  in  national  affairs,  through  his  splendid 
work  as  United  States  senator  from  Alabama.  Under 
Gen.  Morgan  he  continued  his  studies,  and,  on  examina- 
tion before  the  Supreme  court  of  Alabama,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1866. 

In  the  following  year  Judge  Street  located  at  Galves- 
ton, and  has  now  been  a  member  of  the  local  bar  for 
forty-five  years.  His  first  important  public  service  was 
as  a  member  of  the  Texas  State  Senate,  to  which  he  was 
elected  in  1880,  and  served  one  term.  In  1902  Mr. 
Street  was  elected  district  judge  of  the  Fifty-Sixth  Dis- 
trict. His  first  term  ran  to  1908,  when  he  was  re- 
elected, and  in  1912  he  was  again  elected.  For  many 
years  Judge  Street  has  been  considered  an  authority  on 
several  branches  of  legal  learning,  and  his  writings  have 
also  been  frequent  on  general  economic  subjects.  He  has 
been  a  regular  contributor  to  the  law  magazines  and  has 
delivered  many  addresses  on  political,  legal,  and  social 
topics.  With  his  name  on  the  title  page  as  author  and 
compiler,  was  published  in  1909  "The  Law  and  Personal 
Injuries  in  Texas,"  a  work  familiar  to  every  Texas  at- 
torney and  a  specially  noteworthy  publication,  in  that 
it  was  the  first  treatise  on  the  subject  from  the  stand- 
point of  one  state.  Mr.  Street  is  also  editor  of  the 
sixth  edition  of  "Shearman  &  Redfield  on  Negligence." 
Those  and  other  contributions  to  the  science  of  law  and 
sociology  have  made  Judge  Street's  name  familiar  to 
thousands  of  lawyers  and  students  outside  of  his  home 
city. 

Judge  Street  has  been  a  member  of  the  Texas  State 
Bar  Association  since  its  organization.  His  membership 
in  the  American  Bar  Association  dates  back  to  1881.  He 
is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Galveston  County  Bar  As- 
sociation, and  is  an  active  member  of  the  American 
Economic  Association,  the  American  Political  Science 
Association,  and  the  American  Social  Science  Associa- 
tion. Fraternally,  he  is  associated  with  the  Temple 
of  Honor,  and  in  politics  is  an  active  Democrat. 

In  1868  Judge  Street  married  Miss  Maria  Ethelvide 
Lauve,  daughter  of  Omer  Lauve  of  New  Orleans.  Mrs. 
Street  died  in  1880,  and  their  five  children  have  also 
passed  away.  Judge  Street  resides  at  1704  Avenue  K,  in 
Galveston. 

James  B.  Stubbs.  For  more  than  forty  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Galveston  bar,  Mr.   Stubbs  easily  stands  in 
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the  very  front  rank  of  his  profession  in  his  home  city, 
and  in  commercial,  corporation,  and  admiralty  law  stands 
second  to  none  in  the  state  in  ability  and  successful  ex- 
perience. Very  few  of  the  present  Galveston  bar  were 
practicing  here  when  Mr.  Stubbs  opeued  his  office  and 
earned  his  first  fees,  and  his  reputation  for  ability  and 
success  has  kept  pace  with  the  advancing  years  in  prac- 
,  tice. 

James  B.  Stubbs,  who  has  lived  in  Galveston  since  he 
was  three  years  of  age,  was  born  at  Montgomery,  Ala- 
bama, August  28,  1850,  a  son  of  Theodore  B.  and  Ellen 
A.  (Kirkpatrick)  Stubbs.  Moving  to  Galveston  in  1853, 
Theodore  B.  Stubbs  began  a  long  career  as  a  successful 
merchant.  As  a  business  man  and  citizen,  he  stood  high 
in  the  community,  and  also  left  an  honored  record  as  a 
soldier.  He  served  as  colonel  of  the  First  Texas  Volun- 
teers during  the  war,  and  was  a  volunteer  on  one  of  the 
steamers  wliich  took  part  in  the  capture  of  Galveston 
from  the  Fi'deral  forces  on  January  1,  1863.  His  death 
occurred  JIarch  26,  1896.  The  mother  of  James  B. 
Stubbs  died  in  Alabama  in  1852. 

The  literary  education  of  Mr.  Stubbs  was  completed 
at  Pass  Christian  College,  in  Mississippi,  where  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  M.,  and  from  that  insti- 
tution he  entered  the  Washington  and  Lee  University  of 
Lexington,  Virginia,  where  he  was  graduated  in  the  law 
with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  In  1872  Mr.  Stubbs  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  Galveston,  and  in  the  same  year  took 
up  active  practice.  In  later  years  his  work  as  a  lawyer 
has  been  almost  entirely  confined  to  commercial,  corpora- 
tion, and  admiralty  practice,  and  in  these  lines  he  is  one 
of  the  best  attorneys  in  the  entire  south.  Mr.  Stubbs  is 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  James  B.  and  Charles  J. 
Stubbs,  counselors-atdaw,  with  offices  at  212  22nd  Street. 
Along  with  a  large  practice  as  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Stubbs 
has  for  many  years  been  prominent  in  political  and  civic 
affairs.  In  1881  he  was  chosen  to  the  state  senate. 
Since  190-t  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
county  executive  committee,  and  since  1908  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  state  executive  committee. 
From  1882  to  1885  he  was  city  attorney,  and  held  the 
same  office  from  1899  to  1901.  In  his  profession  he  has 
been  equally  honored,  and  in  1902  was  president  of  the 
Texas  Bar  Association.  During  1910-11  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Galveston  Bar  Association. 

In  Masonic  circles  he  has  had  an  active  part  for  more 
than  forty  years.  He  received  his  degrees  as  a  Master 
Mason  in  Harmony  Lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Gal- 
veston, on  September  9,  1872,  and  is  a  past  master  of 
that  lodge.  He  also  has  membership  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Texas.  In  the  York  Rite  he  is  a  member  of  San  Fe- 
lipe de  Austin  ( li,i|,t,T,  \o.  1,  ^R.  A.  M.  In  the  Scottish 
Eite  he  has  takrn  tlnri\  iwn  degrees,  and  belongs  to  all 
the  Scottish  Rite  ImhIhs,  iiirliiding  the  Texas  Consistory, 
No.  1,  at  Galvestua,  and  El  ilinah  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  Mr.  Stubbs  also  affiliates  with  Oleander  Lodge, 
No.  5,  Knights  of  Pythias. 

In  1876  occurred  his  first  marriage,  and  in  1901  he 
married  his  present  wife.  His  two  children  are:  .Tames 
B.  Jr.  and  Janie  A.,  widow  of  James  B.  Maupin  of 
Washington.  D.  C.  The  Stubbs  home  is  at  1724  Twenty- 
first  Street. 

Albert  L.  Anderson,  M.  D.  Among  the  medical  men 
of  Brown  county,  Texas,  one  who  has  won  desen-ed  dis- 
tinction as  a  practitioner  in  diseases  of '  the  eye,  ear, 
nose,  and  throat  is  Dr.  Albert  L.  Anderson  of  Brown- 
wood.  Although  he  has  been  located  here  only  since 
1906,  the  recognition  of  his  high  attainments  has  at- 
tracted to  him  a  large  and  representative  practice.  ■ 
among  his  professional  lirethren  he  has  gained  an  envi- 
able reputation  for  his  strict  observance  of  the  ethics  of 
his  calling.  He  is  a  Texan  by  nativity  and  training, 
having  been  bom  at  Marshall.  Harrison  county.  February 
19,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of  William  V.  andAsha  E.  An- 
iderson.  •- 


The  Anderson  family  is  of  Scotch  descent  and  was 
founded  in  Texas  many  years  ago,  the  father  of  Doctor 
Anderson  having  been  born  in  this  state.  He  was  reared 
to  agricultural  puisuits,  and  the  family  owned  numerous 
slaves  prior  to  the  war  between  the  North  and  the  South. 
In  that  struggle  William  V.  Anderson  enlisted  as  a  Con- 
federate soldier  and  served  tliroughout  the  war,  making 
a  record  as  a  gallant  and  faithful  soldier.  Although  he 
was  wounded  at  Frankliu,  Cuuilierland  Gap,  and  in  a 
minor  engagement,  he  never  asked  for  nor  received  a  fur- 
lough. Upon  liis  return  from  the  war,  he  again  took  up 
farming  and  stnrk  raisiiii;,  settling  in  Hopkins  county, 
and  still  rosi.Irs  m  tlie  vicinity  of  Sulphur  Springs  and 
carries  on  uperatiuus,  being  remarkably  active  for  his 
seventy-tive  years.  His  wife,  also  a  native  of  Texas,  <1 
about  the  year  1886,  having  been  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  Doctor  Anderson  was  the  first-born. 

Allii'it  1,.  Aihli'isnii  received  his  early  education  in  the 
pulilir  mImmiI-  ,if  Tex.;^.  :iii(l  subsequently  went  to  Central 
College,  at  Snl|ilrii  S|ii  iiiys.  Following  this,  he  was  en- 
gage.! in  teaeliiiiy  s.hnnl  in  Hopkius  county  until  1892, 
when  he  entered  the  University  of  Texas,  at  Galveston, 
and  was  graduated  in  1S96  with  his  medical  degree.  His 
first  field  of  practice  was  the  city  of  Eddy,  McLennan 
county.  Init  after  ten  years  there  came  to  Brownwood 
anil  est.iMislieil  himself  in  a  general  practice,  which  he 
suii-esstiilly  r.inied  on  until  1911.  In  that  year  he  gave 
up  his  yiiieial  practice  to  devote  himself  exclusively  to 
the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose,  and 
throat,  and  as  a  specialist  along  this  line  has  gained 
wide  distinction.  With  the  acquirement  of  his  degree. 
Doctor  Anderson  did  not  give  up  his  studies,  but  has 
continued  to  be  a  most  assiduous  student  and  each  year 
has  taken  a  post-graduate  course  for  tlie  past  four  years 
in  the  Chicago  Polyclinic.  He  holds  membership  in  the 
various  large  medical  organizations  and  in  every  possible 
way  keeps  himself  fully  abreast  of  the  auvancements 
made  in  his  calling,  a  large  portion  of  his  leisure  time 
being  given  to  personal  research. 

On  January  27,  1897.  Doctor  Anderson  was  married 
at  Galveston.'Texas,  to  Miss  Tillie  Emmett  of  that  city, 
daughter  of  W.  P.  an.l  .l,.se|.liiih>  Emmett.  The  father 
received  an  appoiiitmeut  tin. lei  tlie  United  States  Gov- 
ernment at  Panama,  but  his  death  occurred  during  the 
month  of  September,  1913.  The  mother  died  in  1910. 
One  child  has  been  born  to  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Anderson: 
Kathryn  Ellen,  born  January  20,  tOOO,  and  now  attend- 
ing the  public  schools  of  Piiowih\(hic1.  Airs.  Anderson  is 
of  Irish  descent.  Doctor  aiiH  Mis.  AaJersnu  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  cliiii.li.  Smitli.  In  polities, 
he  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  Imt  his  emineetion  with  polit- 
ical matters  has  been  limited  to  working  for  his  party's 
interests,  as  he  has  never  sought  personal  preferment. 
He  is  a  Knight  Templar  of  the  Masonic  order  and  a 
member  of  the  local  lodge  of  Elks.  He  is  an  enthusiast 
in  regard  to  the  healthful  climate,  progressive  citizen- 
ship, and  unrivaled  opportunities  of  his  adopted  locality, 
and  has  done  much  to  attract  ambitious  men  to  this  sec- 
tion, and  thus  and  in  other  ways  has  assisted  in  its  ad- 
vancement and  development. 

John  Wesley  Dobkins.  In  the  death  of  John  Wes- 
ley Dobkins  which  occurred  at  his  home  in  Gainesville 
on  January  17,  1908,  North  Texas  lost  one  of  its  oldest 
settlers,  and  one  who  had  been  especially  identified 
with  the  earlier  growth  and  development  of  Gaines- 
.ville  and  Cooke  county,  where  the  family  was  first 
established  more  than  sixty  years  ann.  Tlu'  father  of 
the  late  John  W.  Dobkins  helped  survey  the  first  town 
site  at  Gainesville,  and  Mr.  Dobkins  himself,  during 
the  early  days,  before  the  eenstnn-tion  of  the  railroads, 
helped  to  haul  the  first  \\,,n.]  and  assisted  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  first  sti.re  at  St.  Jo.  Texas,  and  brought 
many  loads  of  goods  from  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  and 
Shreveport.  Louisiana,  overland  bv  wagon  to  Gainesr 
ville  in  the  early,  days.     Mr.  Dobkinsiffas  one  of  .^f 
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largest  land  holders  and  most  successful  farmers  of 
Cooke  county,  aud  was  a  man  of  exceptional  ability 
and  influence  throughout  his  lifetime.  John  Wesley 
Dobkins  was  born  in  Tennessee,  in  1839,  a  son  of  Jacob 
and  Eachael  (Speaks)  Dobkins,  both  parents  natives 
of  Tennessee.  Their  five  children;  all  now  deceased, 
were:  Ann,  James,  John  Wesley,  Lazarus,  and  Minerva. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  when 
his  son  John  W.  was  twelve  years  old,  immigrated  from 
Tennessee  to  Texas,  locating  two  and  a  half  miles 
north  of  the  present  city  of  Gainesville.  He  took  up 
government  land,  on  what  was  then  entirely  the  domain 
of  the  Indians  and  the  buffalo.  Fort  Worth  had  been 
established  barely  four  years,  and  the  Dobkins  home 
was  one  of  the  very  few  in  the  expansive  country  lie- 
tueen  the  Trinity  and  the  Ked  Rivers.  Gainesville  had 
not  yet  been  jilatted  as  a  town,  aud  the  only  residents 
were  the  few  farmers  and  rancliers  who  had  ventnie.l 
out  into  a  country  still  infested  by  ili.-  IihIkui^.  'I'h,' 
Indians  were  very  troublesome  in  tlir  i.iilv  ,l:iys.  Imi 
the  Dobkins  family  was  one  of  thi.~r  tliat  leniiiiHcd 
in  spite  of  all  diiiieulties  and  hardsliips,  and  il  was 
in  such  pioneer  conditions  and  surroundings  that  John 
Wesley  Dobkins  grew  to  manhood.  He  was  well  trained 
for  his  part  in  life,  and  was  far  beyond  the  average 
successful  in  all  his  enterprises.  He  was  a  stockholder 
in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Gainesville,  having  as- 
sisted in  the  organization  and  establishment  of  that 
institution.  He  was  still  one  of  the  large  holders  of 
in  the  institution  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  his 
widow  maintains  that  interest  to  the  present  time.  The 
late  Mr.  Dobkins  was  especially  well  known  as  a  stock 
raiser,  and  was  the  owner  of  some  three  thousand 
acres  of  farm  land  in  North  Texas.  Mrs.  Dobkins  owns 
half  of  this  land,  and  the  rest  has  been  divided  among 
the  children.  The  late  Mr.  Dobkins  was  a  Democrat 
in  politics,  was  active  during  his  early  life  in  the  Meth- 
odist church,  and  was  especially  devoted  to  his  home 
and  family,  for  whom  he  provided  very  liberally.  The 
family  residence,  where  Mrs.  Dobkins  now  lives,  is  at 
311  North  Taylor  Street. 

Mr.  Dobkins  was  married  in  1865  to  Miss  Susan  Ben- 
ton, a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Ursula  (Wilson j  Benton.  The  chiWren  of  the  Ben- 
ton family  were:  James,  deceased;  Sarah  Jane,  widow 
of  John  Parsons,  of  Rhine,  Oklahoma;  Mrs.  Dobkins; 
and  William,  a  stock  dealer  in  Belcher,  Texas.  The  six 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dobkins  were:  One 
that  died  in  infancy.  Rachel,  is  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Hin- 
ton,  a  farmer  of  Cooke  county,  and  their  three  children 
are  Weldon,  William  and  Beattie.  Jonathan,  is  a  sue 
cessful  farmer  in  Cooke  county,  and  has  one  child 
named  Horace.  Ida,  now  deceased  was  the  wife  of 
Arthur  McCann,  of  Deedsville,  and  she  left  a  family 
of  eight  children.  Dovie  is  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Burch, 
one  of  the  largest  farmers  :ind  storkincn  :ind  dealers  in 
cattle  in  Cooke  county,  wlu'iv  lir  Ims  nine  hundred 
acres  of  land,  two  hundre.l  nt  it  m  .  ninviitioii.  Mr. 
and  Mi-s.  Burch  are  the  pari'iits  uf  two  children,  Lacy 
and   Raymond. 

Marcellus  S.  C.\rpenter.  As  a  ciitzen  of  wide  infor- 
mation, unbounded  popularity,  and  uni|uestioned  gooil 
standing  in  Lamar  county,  as  well  as  :i  Imsiiioss  iii.'iii  of 
the  most  successful  type,  JlarcelUis  S.  ( ':ii|"'iitrr  en jovs 
a  foremost  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  ]jrniiiiiient  men  in 
this  section  of  the  state.  Fifteen  years  of  connection 
with  public  life  in  the  county  served  to  fully  acquaint 
the  citizenship  of  his  district  with  the  many  excellent 
qualities  that  mark  him,  and  no  public  official  has  ever 
retired  from  service  in  Lamar  .■(.unty  nftcr  years  of  of- 
ficial position  leaving  a  more  woitliv  rr.nr.l  or  with  ;i 
more  secure  place  in  the  hearts  of  his  fellow  men.  In 
the  office  of  county  sheriff  and  in  others  of  a  subordinate 
n.ntiire  he  proved  his  worth  as  man  and  official,  and  tli; 


approval  of  the  public  voice  is  the  just  reward  of  his 
faithful  work. 

Born  in  Smith  county,  Tennessee,  on  March  18,  1868, 
Marcellus  S.  Carpenter  is  the  sou  of  Edward  C.  Carpen- 
ter of  Dixon  Springs,  Tennessee,  whose  life  has  been 
passed  as  a  successful  farmer  and  stockman.  The  father 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  in  which  stale  the  ('arpcuter  fam- 

ic  family  hail  Ms  Kentucky  oi'igin  in 
11  r  brothers  Carpenter,  namely — John 
ili'orge.  These  brothers  came  from 
ii'l  settled  in  Lincoln  county,  Ken- 
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.iMiiliii.;.  They  were  located  three  miles  west  of  the 
lewii  nf  Iluntwell,  in  Lincoln  county,  and  there  carried 
nil  l.nijiing  activities.  In  the  winter  of  1779-80  one  of 
I  he  brothers  made  a  trip  through  the  wilderness,  despite 
the  terrors  of  the  region  at  that  time,  the  journey  being 
made  for  the  securing  of  provisions  at  Booneville.  When 
he  returned,  he  brought  also  with  him  a  bushel  of  corn, 
and  from  that  the  first  corn  produced  in  their  section 
was  raised.  A  daughter  of  George  Carpenter,  Margaret 
by  name,  figured  prominently  in  an  Indian  attack.  She 
was  sitting  in  the  lap  of  a  negress  servant  in  the  yard 
when  they  Here  filed  n|inn   by   In. linns,  tlie  negress  being 

killeil    iniinedeitely.      'I'l Iiil,]    i.-m    (,,   flie   house,   seized 

■■<  Ji'iii.  niel  Ine.l  ii|i,,ii  t  lie  ri.,|  men.  The  shots  aroused 
tlie  111, Ml  f,,lk,  :iml  th,..v  eav,.  ,lias,.  i,,  ilie  Indians.  Mar- 
garet I  nip.. Ill, T  sul.se,|ii,.|iily  ni.-in,,,!  l.iii,N;,v  Powell, 
nn,l  tlie  Keiitm-ky  l',,w,.|ls  nf  il,,.  |nes,.nl  ,ia\-  are  the 
v.iic  y,miii;  WDinnn.  One 
L;e  Carpenter,  the  grand- 
ter  of  this  review.  The 
s  John,  whose  other  sons 
Cieorge  Carpenter  's  son, 
Edward,  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1837  and  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Smith  county,  Tennessee,  the  town  of  Dixon 
Springs  being  his  home  place.  The  father,  George,  spent 
his  remaining  days  in  Wise  county,  Texas.  He  married 
Sallie  Powell  in  his  early  manhood,  and  soon  after  the 
Civil  war  removed  to  the  jdace  named  above,  where  he 
employed  himself  in  the  liusiness  of  a  farmer  and  stock- 
man. His  children  were  Lindsay,  George  F.,  Edward  C, 
William  H.,  Lou,  who  became  the  wife  of  James  Gill; 
Liz7ie,  who  married  Willis  Montgomery,  and  James. 

Eilward  C.  Carpenter  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  there 
acquired  a  liberal  education.  After  his  marriage,  to 
Miss  Bettie  Feagan,  he  settled  down  to  the  business  of 
farming,  and  in  that  industry  he  enjoyed  a  generous 
measure  of  success.  His  wife  died  in  1875,  with  the 
following  issiR. :  J,ilin  M.  of  Paris,  Texas;  Marcellus  S. 
of  this  revi,.\\,  .■unl  M  nnie,  who  became  the  wife  of  J.  C. 
Haley  of  W,.!liii;;t,,ji.  Texas. 

Marcellus  tS.  (  ariHiiier  was  one  of  the  two  of  his  fa- 
ther's children  who  chose  the  hardships  of  the  unknown 
world  in  preference  to  those  of  what  should  have  been 
happy  home,  but  which  failed  to  contain  that  element. 
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--\l"i'^-  .Il tioiis,  and   with  a   hunger   for  the 

fli^i'    ''^"i    ' II    'Imiied   him   as  a  boy,   he  save.l   sufficient 

from  Ins  e:ii  nines  to  make  possible  a  course  of  study 
un.liT  I'vofes-er  Butler  and  Professor  Walpole  at  Blos- 
som, Tex.-is,  and  it  may  well  l,e  said  that  this  added 
training,  iin'omplete  ns  it  \\;is,  vet  aa%;e  to  him  strengrfh 
an,l  fitness  for  the  ,luti,.s  ,,f  iiti?enship  and  the  responsi- 
bilities of  iniblic  office  that  came  to  him  in  later  life. 

The  second  year  that  Jlarcellus  S.  Carpenter  passed  ift 
Texas   was   on   a  ranch   in  Jones   county,   where  he  re- 
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ceived  for  his  services  $25.00  a  month,  and  when  he  had 
retired  from  his  ranch  duties  he  came  to  Paris  and  took 
a  position  in  the  office  of  Sheriff  Hammond  of  Lamar 
county.  His  duties  were  somewhat  in  the  nature  of  those 
of  an  office  boy  at  first,  but,  whatever  they  might  have 
been,  he  served  a  thorough  apprenticeship  in  the  duties 
of  the  higher  office,  and  for  years  he  continued  in  the 
position,  tilling  every  niche  in  the  department,  from  the 
most  insignificant  duties  to  those  of  chief  and  managiug 
deputy  of  the  office.  While  he  was  serving  his  em- 
ployer in  the  whole-souled  manner  that  has  ever  cham. 
terized  his  performance  of  duty,  Mr.  Carpenter  was  in- 
advertently drawing  to  himself  a  host  of  friends  through- 
out the  county  and  unconsciously  creating  a  strong  senti- 
ment in  his  own  favor.  Thus  it  was  that  when  Sheriff 
Martin  announced  his  candidacy  for  a  third  term  in  the 
office,  contrary  to  his  expressed  intention  some  time  pre- 
vious, Mr.  Carpenter  was  prevailed  upon  to  enter  the 
race  for  the  office  of  sheriff.  In  the  primary  election 
following  he  received  more  votes  than  both  his  competi- 
tors, and  in  the  November  election  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  by  a  flattering  majority,  and  succeeded  to  the  du- 
ties of  the  office  in  1902.  He  was  twice  re-elected,  and 
retired  after  a  period  of  fifteen  years  of  active  public 
service,  honored  of  all  and  secure  in  the  confidence  and 
regard  of  every  honest  man  in  the  county. 

The  administration  of  "Sel"  Carpenter,  as  he  is  fa- 
miliarly known,  as  sheriff  of  Lamar  county  was  notable 
for  the  rugged  persistence  w'ith  which  it  followed  crim- 
inals and  lessened  crime.  Paris  in  his  official  regime  was 
prominent  as  a  federal  court  town  and  was  scourged 
with  the  open  saloon,  with  gambling,  and  with  other  at- 
tendant forms  of  vice.  It  might  almost  be  said  to  have 
been  as  wide-opened,  as  ' '  wild  and  wooley  "  as  an  early- 
day  frontier  town,  and  it  offered  an  ideal  opportunity  for 
a  sheriff  to  make  a  record  for  efficiency  and  capability. 
To  preserve  order  and  maintain  a  standard  of  decency 
came  entirely  within  the  purview  of  the  sheriff's  oath  of 
office,  and  Mr.  Carpenter  proved  himself  to  be  the  man 
who  possessed  the  firmness  and  the  conscientious  deter- 
mination to  make  the  law  supreme  in  his  bailiwick.  He 
entered  upon  his  campaign  of  reform  with  the  avowed 
purpose  of  putting  offenders  behind  the  bars  or  else 
causing  them  to  seek  other  quarters.  He  forced  the 
liquor  men  to  a  strict  observance  of  the  regulations  gov- 
erning their  business,  and,  in  ordinary  parlance,  put  a 
"crimp"  in  the  activities  of  the  criminal  habitues  of 
these  places.  Sheriff  Carpenter  faced  almost  as  formid- 
able a  problem  throughout  the  county  as  he  did  in  the 
city  of  Paris,  for  the  county  at  that  time  was  the  ac- 
knowledged rendezvous  for  horse  thieves  and  other  un- 
desirables of  the  "hide  and  seek"  variety  from  the  In- 
dian territory,  near  by.  He  was  able  to  break  up  tli  s 
illicit  and  shameful  traflSe  in  stock,  and  put  stripes  on 
many  who  were  found  to  be  implicated  in  the  work,  as 
well  as  on  those  who  actually  carried  it  on.  Men  who  in 
the  stress  of  passion  or  in  more  calculating  moods  took 
human  life  found  in  him  a  relentless  pursuer,  and  few 
offenders  there  were  who  failed  to  be  summoned  to  the 
bar  of  justice  during  the  regime  of  Marcellus  Carpenter. 
Counterfeiters  no  longer  pursued  their  nefarious  busi- 
ness with  any  degree  of  safety  of  success,  and  many  of 
the  mosf  noted  gangs  in  the  history  of  the  state  saw 
their  undoing  as  the  result  of  his  well-directed  activities. 
These  constituted  some  of  the  chief  features  of  one  of 
the  busiest  and  most  successful  administrations  of  the 
office  of  sheriff  in  Lamar  county  and  gained  for  Mar- 
cellus Carpenter  a  leading  place  among  the  strongest 
peace  officers  of  the  state. 

In  1908  Mr.  Carpenter  retired  from  the  office  of  sheriff, 
and  for  a  time  thereafter  was  engaged  in  various  activ- 
ities. He  investetl  in  Paris  real  estate  at  a  most  timely 
season  for  his  own  well-being  and  pecuniary  advantage, 
and  in  1910  the  situation  was  so  favorable  to  his  plans 
that  he  decided  upon  a  venture  he  had  been  turning  over 
in  his   mind   for   some   little  time,   and   engaged   in   the 


furniture  business  in  Paris.  Prosperity  has  thus  far  at- 
tended his  efforts,  and  he  occupies  the  place  of  a  suc- 
cessful business  man  in  Paris  today.  Candor  and  fair- 
ness are  qualities  that  shine  resplendent  in  his  every  ac- 
tion, and  no  man  in  the  county  has  a  more  stable  or  en- 
viable reputation  for  honor  and  integrity  than  has  he. 
His  career  has  been  one  of  the  most  worthy  order,  and 
the  success  that  has  attended  his  efforts  is  well  worthy 
of  the  name,  and  Lamar  county  will  long  remember  him 
as  an  official  who  did  much  for  her  honor  and  distinction 
during  the  fifteen  years  of  his  service. 

Mr.  Carpenter  has  been  twice  married.  On  February 
21,  1892,  he  married  Miss  Josie  B.  Thomas  of  Paris. 
She  died  on  October  28,  1898,  leaving  two  children- 
Bessie  A.  and  Marcellus.  His  second  marriage  occurred 
on  August  25,  1904,  when  Lola  Phillips,  the  daughter  of 
L.  B.  Phillips,  became  his  wife.  The  children  of  the  lat- 
ter union  are  John  Mead  and  Clara  Aileen  Carpenter. 

EoLLiN  W.  RoDGERS.  For  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury Mr.  Eodgers  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law  at  Texarkana,  Bowie  County,  and  he  has  won  dis- 
tinction and  success  in  his  chosen  profession.  His  close 
attention  to  business  and  integrity  of  purpose  has  caused 
him  to  be  recognized  as  one  of  the  representative  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  of  Northeastern  Texas.  His  loyalty  to 
the  fine,  old  Lone  Star  State  is  vitalized  by  his  being 
one  of  its  native  sons  and  a  scion  of  one  of  its  old  and 
honored  families. 

Mr.  Eodgers  is  one  of  the  progressive  and  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  Texarkana,  which  has  been  his  home 
since  his  boyhood  days  and  which  he  has  seen  advance 
from  a  mere  frontier  hamlet  to  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive and  prosperous  cities  of  this  section  of  the 
state. 

Mr.  Eodgers  was  born  at  Jefferson,  the  judicial  cen- 
ter of  Marion  County,  Texas,  on  the  30th  of  September, 
1867,  and  is  a  son  of  Colonel  Eobert  W.  and  Frances 
(Montgomery)  Eodgers,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  the  state  of  Tennessee  and  the  latter  in  Missouri. 
Colonel  Eodgers  accomjianied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval from  Tennessee  to  Southwestern  Missouri,  and  in 
that  state  his  parents  passed  the  residue  of  their  lives, 
his  father  devoting  the  major  part  of  his  active  career  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  At  the  inception  of  the  war  be- 
tween the  states,  Colonel  Eodgers  subordinated  all  per- 
sonal interests  to  tender  his  aid  in  defense  of  the  cause 
of  the  Confederacy.  He  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Claiborne  F.  Jackson  as  Division  Inspector  of  the  Sev- 
enth Military  District  of  Missouri  on  June  12,  1861.  He 
was  in  the  engagements  at  Oak  Hills,  or  Wilson's  Creek, 
Mo. ;  Pea  Eidge,  Ark.,  etc.,  and  then  went  to  Memphis, 
Tenn.  Under  orders  of  General  Price,  Col.  Eodgers  went 
to  Jordan  's  Saline,  now  known  as  Grand  Saline,  in  Van 
Zandt  County,  Texas,  to  establish  and  operate  the  salt 
works,  the  products  of  which  were  used  by  the  Confed- 
erate armies.  He  handled  this  enterprise  with  vigor  and 
efficiency  and  continued  in  active  supervision  of  the 
works  until  the  close  of  the  war.  On  the  lands  then 
worked  by  him  has  since  been  developed  one  of  the  ex- 
tensive and  important  industrial  enterprises  of  Texas. 

After  the  close  of  the  war.  Colonel  Eodgers,  who  had 
previously  been  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  Mis- 
souri, decided  to  establish  his  permanent  residence  in 
Texas,  with  whose  resources,  advantages,  and  attractions 
he  had  become'  much  impressed.  He  accordingly  located 
at  Jefferson,  Marion  County,  where  he  erected  and 
equipped  a  sawmill,  to  which  he  continued  to  devote  his 
attention  until  1874.  His  success  was  on  a  parity  with 
his  energy  and  progressive  policies.  In  the  year  men- 
tioned he  removed  to  the  new  and  promising  little  village 
of  Texarkana,  Bowie  County,  where  he  became  a  pioneer 
citizen  and  a  leading  business  men.  Here  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  lumber,  and  with  the 
rapid  development  and  growth  of  the  town  he  built  up 
a  substantial  and  profitable  business.     He  personally  con- 
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tribiited  in  generous  measure  to  the  social  and  material 
upbuilding  of  the  town.  His  was  the  first  frame  house 
built  in  Texarkana,  and  the  building  is  still  standing,  at 
the  corner  of  Third  Street  and  Maple  Street. 

Colonel  Eodgers  gave  freely  of  time,  effort,  and  means 
to  fostering  the  development  and  progress  of  Texarkana, 
and  his  death,  in  1S84,  was  uniformly  regarded  as  a 
great  loss  to  the  thriving  little  city,  as  well  as  being 
a  source  of  deep  regret  and  sorrow  in  the  community,  to 
whose  every  interest  he  had  been  signally  loyal.  His 
widow  still  survives,  and  resides  in  Texarkana.  Of  this 
family,  there  are  now  living  two  daughters  (Mrs.  W.  J. 
Morouey,  at  Dallas,  Texas,  and  Miss  Frances  G.  Eod- 
gers, at  Texarkana)  and  four  sons.  Besides  the  sub.iect 
of  this  sketch,  they  are  Thos.  F.  Eodgers  of  Coll'ins- 
ville,  Texas,  engaged  in  the  banking  business;  Joseph 
D.  Eodgers,  Manager  of  Moroney  Hardware  Company, 
Dallas,  Texas,  and  Leo  Eodgers  of  the  EodCTers-Thomas 
Sales  Company,  Dallas,  Texas,  Manufacturers'  Agents 
for  electrical  machinery,  etc. 

Eollin  W.  Eodgers  was  a  lad  of  about  seven  years  at 
the  time  of  the  family  removal  from  Marion  County  to 
Texarkana,  and  to  the  schools  of  the  new  village  he  is 
indebted  for  his  early  education,  which  was  supplemented 
by  an  effective  course  in  College  at  Bowling  Cireen,  Ken- 
tucky. In  preparation  for  the  work  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession he  began  reading  law  under  the  able  preceptor- 
ship  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Todd  &  Hudgins  of  Tex- 
arkana, and  later  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  law 
department  of  the  historic  old  University  of  Virginia,  at 
Charlottesville.  Upon  passing  a  most  creditable  exam- 
ination, Mr.  Eodgers  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  his  ua- 
,tive  state  at  Texarkana  in  the  year  1S89,  and  here  he 
began  the  active  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was 
first  associated  with  the  firm  of  Todd,  Hudgins  &  Eod- 
gers (afterwards  Todd  &  Eodgers)  until  1897.  He  has 
appeared  in  much  important  litigation  in  the  courts  of 
this  section  of  the  state  and  has  handled  some  of  the 
hardest  fought  cases,  involving  the  construction  of  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Act,  in  the  U.  S.  Courts  of  this 
District. 

He  is  now  senior  member  of  the  well-known  and  repre- 
sentative law  firm  of  Eodgers  &  Dorough.  Mr.  Eodgers 
was  for  six  years  the  efiicient  and  valued  incumbent  of 
the  office  of  City  Attorney  of  Texarkana,  and  while  he 
has  been  a  zealous  and  effective  worker  in  behalf  of  the 
cause  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  has  not  sought  public 
office  of  political  order. 

In  the  year  1892  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Eodgers  to  Miss  Mattie  Lee  Hudgins  of  Marshall.  Texas, 
her  birthplace.  Mrs.  Eodgers  is  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Captain  William  P.  Hudgins  and  Harriet  (Kirk)  Hud- 
gins. Captain  Hudgins  was  a  son  of  Colonel  Thos. 
Hudgins  of  Mathews  County,   Virginia.     At   the  begin- 
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lish at  Marshall,  in  Harrison  County,  Texas,  the  Post- 
office  Department's  headquarters  for  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi division  of  the  Confederate  Government.  After 
the  war.  Captain  Hudgins  opened  an  Academy  at  Mar- 
shall, and  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  leading  edu- 
cators of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  was  Special  Agent 
of  the  U.  S.  Treasury  Department  under  both  of  the 
administrations  of  President  Cleveland,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Galveston  and  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eodgers  have  one  son,  Eollin  W.  Jr.,  who 
is  a  member  of  the  class  of  1915  in  the  University  of 
Texas,  at  Austin,  and  who  is  a  popular  factor  in  the  so- 
cial activities  of  his  home  city.  Mrs.  Eodgers  is  a  gra- 
cious chatelaine  of  the  attractive  family  home,  and  the 


same  is  a  center  of  generous  and   unostentatious  hospi- 
tality. 

John  Baleigh  Briggs,  M.  D.  For  more  than  twenty 
years  a  practicing  physician  and  surgeon  of  Dallas,  and 
the  founder  and  proprietor  of  the  Briggs  Sanitarium  at 
the  corner  of  Jefferson  and  Tyler  Streets,  in  Oak  Cliff, 
the  life  of  Dr.  Briggs  was  a  benefit  and  an  inspiration 
to  the  people  of  his  community,  and  in  his  untimely 
passing  out,  on  December  28,  1907,  Dallas  and  north 
Texas  lost  a  man  who  could  hardly  be  spared  from  the 
ranks  of  her  valuable  and  admirable  citizens.  His  life 
and  work  among  the  people  of  the  community,  in  which 
he  had  been  a  familiar  figure  for  so  long,  was  of  an  order 
eminently  calculated  to  win  to  him  the  respect  and  love 
of  all,  and  in  those  qualities  his  life  was  richly  endowed. 
John  Ealeigh  Briggs  was  born  in  Meigs  county,  Ten- 
nessee, March  3,  1851,  and  was  fifty-six  years  ofage  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  His  early  education  was  received 
in  private  schools  in  his  native  state,  and  at  an  earlv 
age  he  entered  the  Nashville  Medical  College,  where  he 
was  graduated  M.  D.  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  In  1874, 
a  year  after  his  graduation,  he  located  at  Savoy,  in  Fan- 
nin county,  Texas.  He  soon  took  rank  as  a  nian  of  ex- 
ceptional ability,  and  built  up  a  large  general  practice 
in  Fannin  county.  His  energy  and  ambition  did  not  al- 
low him  to  remain  in  the  ranks  of  the  average  doctor, 
however  worthy  their  service,  and  there  were  frequent 
interruptions  to  his  regular  work  in  order  to  better  per- 
fect himself  for  higher  accomplishments.  In  1880  he 
took  a  post-graduate  _  course  in  the  Missouri  Medical 
College,  at  St.  Louis,  specializing  in  diseases  of  the  eye,. 
ear,  throat,  and  nose.  In  1882  he  located  at  Gainesville, 
and  the  following  year  moved  to  Fort  Worth,  and  from' 
there  to  Dallas  in  1886.  With  the  exception  of  time  sjent 
in  various  medical  institutions  and  hospitals,  both  in  this, 
country  and  Europe,  he  continued  in  the  practice  of  med- 
icine at  Dallas  until  his  death. 

Dr.  Briggs  studied  abroad  at  various  well-known  medi- 
ical  centers,  including  Edinburgh,  Berlin,  Paris,  and 
elsewhere,  most  of  his  studies  abroad  being  directed  to 
the  treatment  of  tuberculosis.  He  was  an  ardent  advo- 
cate of  the  tubereuline  treatment.  It  was  as  a  result  of 
this  preparation  and  post-graduate  studies  that  Dr. 
Briggs  established  at  Oak  Cliff  his  sanitarium  in  1896. 
This  institution,  through  his  ability  and  effective  man- 
agement, was  listed  high  above  the  ranks  of  private  san- 
itariums, and  during  the  eleven  years  of  his  management 
thousands  of  cases  came  under  his  supervision.  About 
sixty  per  cent  of  the  curable  cases  resulted  In  recovery. 
The  location  of  the  sanitarium  was  on  the  highest  point 
of  beautiful  Oak  Cliff.  The  building  formed  three  sides 
of  a  court,  around  which  ran  an  unbroken  veranda  eight 
hundred  feet  in  length.  This  inclosure  made  a  safe 
promenade  for  patients  in  all  kinds  of  weather.  The 
grounds  were  beautified  with  forest  trees,  shrubbery,  and 
flowers  and  was  a  veritable  bower  of  two  acres  in  extent. 
A  fine  orchard  supplied  a  variety  of  fruit  in  season.  The 
architecture  was  perfectly  adapted  to  the  most  modern 
ideas  of  sanitation,  with  perfect  and  free  ventilation 
both  day  and  night.  From  its  beginning  the  institution 
was  increased  from  a  dozen  rooms  to  sixty,  and  but  for 
the  early  death  of  its  founder  the  sanitarium's  useful- 
ness to  the  community  would  have  been  indefinitely  pro- 
longed. While  the  material  facilities  of  the  sanitarium 
were  regarded  as  almost  perfect,  it  was  the  magnetic 
personality  of  Dr.  Briggs  which  acted  as  a  '^•ontinual 
inspiration  to  his  patients  and  was  the  prime  factor  in 
his  success.  In  1909,  two  years  after  death  of  Dr. 
Briggs,  the  sanitarium  was  completely  destroyed  in  the 
great  fire  that  swept  the  Oak  Cliff  district  of  Dallas,  de- 
stroying, in  all,  65  residences. 

Dr.  Briggs  served  as  vice  president  of  the  National 
Tuberculosis  Association,  and  was  for  many  years  prom- 
inent in  the  membership  of  that  association.  During  his- 
early  residence  in  Dallas,  and  previous  to  his  European- 
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trip  aud  the  founding  of  the  sanitarium,  Dr.  Briggs 
served  several  teniis  as  a  member  of  the  Dallas  (Jity 
Council.  For  two  Icniis  lie  was  president  of  the  council 
aud  on  numerous  ii, ,  :im,,i,^  a.  tid  as  mayor  pro  tern.  How- 
ever, he  gave  uj.  |iuliti>.-,  -aynig  in  bis  humorous  way 
that  he  "C'oul.lu't  uux  iiudieiue  and  politics."  Dr. 
Briggs  established  the  Texas  Medical  and  Health  Jour- 
nal, aud  for  a  number  of  years  was  its  editor.  In  1886 
and  again  in  1888  he  was  awarded  the  prize  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  in  gold  offered  by  the  State  Medical  Society 
for  the  best  essay  submitted  to  the  committee  empowered 
by  that  body  as  judges. 

In  1877  Dr.  Briggs  was  married  to  Miss  Annie  Carson 
Cooke  of  Cleveland,  Tennessee.  Of  the  five  children 
born  of  their  union,  one  died  in  infancy  aud  John  Koy 
in  earlv  manhood.  Those  still  liviug  are:  Raymond, 
Stella,  and  Willie  Cooke,  the  only  son.  Miss  Raymond 
Briggs  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  H.  H.  Ogilvie  of  San  An- 
tonio, and  Miss  Stella  Briggs  is  now  wife  of  W.  A. 
Boatman  of  Dallas. 

Dr.  Briggs,  during  his  long  practice,  did  an  unusually 
large  amount  of  charity  wmk.  It  i-  said  that  he  never 
turned  away  a  patient  nn  annniii  mI  inability  to  pay. 
Notwithstanding  his  lil>eiality  in  tins  \\ay,  he  was  stead- 
ily prosperous  and  made  a  niudist  tnitune  froiii  his 
practice.  For  a  long  number  of  years  he  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Baptist  church,  was  a  devout  Christian, 
and  iu  his  community  as  well  as  in  his  family  exemplified 
the  finest  traits  of  manhood  and  Christian  character. 
Fraternally,  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Louis  J.  Christen,  City  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
Laredo,  Texas,  is  one  of  the  active,  public-spirited  citi- 
zens of  the  place,  interested  generally  in  its  varied 
affairs.  He  is  thoroughly  qualified  both  by  nature  and 
training  for  the  responsible  position  he  holds  as  edu- 
cator  in   this   up-to-date,   progressive   city. 

Mr.  Christen  is  a  native  of  New  Orleans.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  high  school  of  that  city,  and  then  went 
to  Europe,  where  he  spent  six  years  in  study,  two  years 
in  Germany,  in  the  University  of  Bonn,  and  four  years 
in  France,  "a  student  in  the  Besancon,  near  Paris. 

Laredo,  Texas,  has  been  Mr.  Christen 's  home  since 
1882.  He  was  Mayor  of  the  town  for  ten  years  pre- 
vious to  becoming  Superintendent  of  the  City  Schools, 
which  latter  position  he  has  held  since  1904.  Under 
his  administration  the  public  schools  of  Laredo  have 
made  great  progress.  This  is  especially  notable  in  the 
new  high  school  building,  which  was  built  in  1910,  at 
an  appi'oximate  cost  of  $35,000,  one  of  the  handsomest 
and  best  equipped  in  the  State.  It  is  constructed  of 
brick  and  stone  and  is  thoroughly  fireproof;  has  two 
stories  and  basement  and  contains  eighteen  large  reci- 
tation rooms,  besides  an  office  and  a  library,  and  accom- 
modates an  aggregate  of  one  thousand  pupils.  The 
citizens  of  Laredo  have  just  cause  to  feel  proud  of 
their  handsome  school  building  and  the  wholesome  con- 
dition of  their  schools. 

Mr.  Christen  h'as  for  some  years  been  interested  in 
agriculture,  special  lines  of  which  he  has  made  scientific 
study.  He  owns  and  supervises  a  fine  onion  farm  near 
Laredo. 

Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  B.  P.  O.  E..  of 
which  he  is"  a  past  Exalted  Ruler.  His  religious  faith 
is  that  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Christen  's  wife  was 
formerly  Miss  Stella  M.  Burbank.  She  is  a  native  of 
Southwest  Texas  and  they  were  married  at  Laredo. 

George  W.^iltox  Lanier  Smith.  There  are  probably 
few  individuals  in  Texas  who  during  their  careers  have 
been  intimately  associated  with  more  of  the  great  fig- 
ures in  our  national  political  history  of  the  past  several 
decades  than  has  George  Walton  Lanier  Smith,  post- 
master at  Henderson  and  a  citizen  of  Texas  since  1874. 
Although  he  himself  has  not  been  a  seeker  after  prefer- 


ment in  the  political  arena,  save  as  an  influence,  he  is 
nevertheless  widely  known  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 
party  in  Texas  and  his  aid  is  eagerly  sought  by  those 
whose  ambitions  have  led  them  to  desire  the  honors  of 
office.  Mr.  Smith  was  born  at  Quitman,  Mississippi, 
September  27,  1857,  and  passed  through  the  youthful  or- 
deal of  securing  an  education  before  he  left  his  native 
state.  His  father,  the  Hon.  Charles  A.  Smith,  was  a 
distinguished  citizen  of  that  commonwealth  for  many 
years  and,  as  a  scholar  and  gentleman,  measured  up  to 
the  standard  of  elegance  represented  by  the  personali- 
ties of  the  Lees,  the  Gordons,  the  Davis's,  and  other 
great  leaders  of  the  chivalrous  age  of  the  South. 

Judge  Charles  A.  Smith  was  born  in  Maury  county, 
Tennessee,  iu  1826,  and  was  a  son  of  Richard  F.  Smith, 
an  affluent  planter  of  the  Old  Dominion,  who  went  into 
Maury  county,  Tennessee,  from  Virginia  about  the  year 
1800.  The  latter  belonged  to  the  royalty  of  the  South, 
his  intellectual  attainments,  his  many  negroes,  and  his 
great  wealth  combining  to  give  him  such  a  distinguished 
classification.  He  married  Miss  Lucy  Lanier,  his  social 
and  intellectual  counterpart,  and  they  passed  their  lives 
in  the  enjoyments  of  their  independence,  their  friends, 
and  their  own  family.  Their  children  comprised  four 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Charles  A.  Smith  early  displayed 
an  inclination  to  explore  the  fields  of  learning,  and  his 
parents  accordingly  supplied  him  with  a  tutor  and  kept 
him  in  the  classical  centers  of  Europe,  especially  in 
Athens,  until  he  became  a  renowned  scholar.  He  knew 
Greek,  Latin,  and  Hebrew  as  only  the  masters  know  these 
languages,  and  when  he  reached  his  majority 


He  chose  as  his  life 
er  old  Judge 
I  ronline  him-» 
d  Blackstone, 
lid  lie.  Judge 
.    Mississippi, 


a  thorough  and  finished 
work  the  law,  and  studied  the  siibjc 
Nicholson  of  Tennessee,  and  wa-  n'^ji 
self  to  the  Bible,  Shakespeare.  Wt-I.- 
and  no  man  came  to  know  them  liettri 
Smith  first  selected  his  home  at  .1 
where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
heights  in  his  profession  as  to  win  the  adiniiation  of 
leaders  of  thought  and  action  all  over  Soutliorn  .Missis- 
sippi, where  he  practiced  his  profession,  and  when  the 
clash  between  the  two  opposing  sections  of  our  country 
came  he  threw  himself  into  the  fray  as  one  of  the  ' '  fire- 
eating  ' '  class  of  secessionists  and  acquired  a  leadership 
in  formulating  the  plans  for  the  confederation  of  the 
slave  states.  His  advice  and  counsel  were  invaluable,  anil 
it  was  his  province  to  serve  the  South  rather  in  minis- 
terial or  ambassadorial  capacities  than  in  the  military 
arm  of  the  Confederacy.  "When  the  struggle  ended  he 
was  found  by  the  military  government  of  the  United 
States  occupying  the  office  of  district  judge  and  was 
deposed  when  he  refused  to  take  the  ironclad  oath  and 
subsequently  suffered  imprisonment  at  Dry  Tortugas 
because  of  "his  lack  of  allegiance.  Upon  being  restored 
to  his  liberty.  Judge  Smith  resumed  his  profession,  and 
for  a  time  was  a  partner  of  Admiral  Raphael  Semmes. 
of  the  Confederate  navy,  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Mo- 
bile. In  1874  he  came  to  Texas  and  settled  in  Hen- 
derson, a  physical  wreck  from  overwork  and  exposure. 
He  died  in  1875,  an  unreconstructed  man. 

Judge  Smith  married  Miss  Lucy  Arrington,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  A.  S.  Arrington,  who  moved  to  Mississipni 
about  the  year  1851,  and  died  in  1886,  when  ninety-two 
years  of  age.  Doctor  Arrington  was  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  married  there.  Mrs.  Smith  died  in  1886, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years,  having  been  the  mother 
of  these  children:  "  Bettie,  the  widow  of  O.  W.  Dodson, 
who  founded  the  Eiisl-  Connty  News,  and  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Henderson,  Texas;  George  Walton  Lanier,  of 
this  review;  and  Lucy,  who  is  the  wife  of  Lee  Mc- 
Knieht  and  makes  her  home  at  Minden,  Texas. 

George  Walton  Lanier  Smith  has  passed  his  life  in 
the  railroad  service.  He  entered  therein  with  the  I.  & 
G.  N.  Railway  Company  in  1874,  as  an  agent,  and  was 
with  the  company  that 'constructed  the  Overton  &  Hen- 
derson branch  of  the  road,  and  during  the  twenty-nine 
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years  that  he  was  connected  with  this  transportation  com- 
pany served  as  dispatcher,  conductor,  agent  and  traffic 
man  at  Dallas.  He  left  the  service  of  the  company  ancj 
abandoned  railroad  work  in  1904  and  returned  to  Hen- 
derson, with  which  town  he  had  kept  in  touch  during 
all  these  years.  From  1904  until  his  entry  of  the  Hen- 
derson office  as  postmaster  in  191-2,  he  was  engaged  at 
Dallas,  Texas. 

Xotwithstanding  the  fact  that  Mr.  Smith  was  brought 
up  under  an  influence  at  swords'  points  with  Eepublic- 
anism  as  viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  the  war,  he 
chose  his  j)oIitieal  home  witli  the  Republican  party  be- 
cause of  the  American  principle  of  protection,  and  east 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  General  Garfield  in  1880. 
At  every  national  election  since  he  has  maintained  his 
allegiance  to  that  party,  and  dropped  his  liallot  fur  each 
quadrennial  nominee.  It  was  his  inclination  to  i):utake 
of  the  excitements  of  political  campaigns  that  led  him  to 
accept  place  on  state  and  national  delegations  for  conven- 
tion work,  and  few  conventions  in  Texas  during  the  last 
thirty  years  have  deliberated  in  the  interest  of  the  party 
and  the  nation  without  his  presence  and  his  voice. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  state  committee  for  fifteen 
years  and  was  the  nominee  for  Congress  for  the  3rd 
district  in  1906  and  opposed  Judge  Gordon  Russell  with 
the  usual  Republican  results  in  Texas. 

In  national  politics  Mr.  Smith  soon  came  to  know 
many  of  the  leaders  personally,  for  he  began  his  attend- 
ance upon  national  conventions  as  early  as  1880,  w'hen 
he  heard  the  speech  of  Conklin,  placing  General  Grant 
in  nomination  for  the  presidency  for  the  third  time 
and  the  classic  effort  of  Garfield  performing  in  a  like 
honor  for  John  Sherman — which  effort  caused  Conklin 
to  send  him  a  note  of  congratulation  as  the  "dark  horse 
of  this  convention. ' '  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  conven- 
tion of  1884  which' nominated  "that  great  warrior,  that 
plumed  knight  from  Maine,^'  who  fell  a  victim  to  "rum, 
romanism  and  rebellion,"  and  Grover  Cleveland  went 
into  the  White  House  chair.  He  also  attended  the  con- 
ventions of  1904,  when  he  assisted  to  nominate  Theo- 
dore Roosevelt,  and  1908,  when  he  did  a  like  service  for 
Mr.  Taft.  Although  he  has  rubbed  elbows  with  national 
personages,  has  advised  with  the  leaders  at  Washington 
and  has  done  big  things  politically,  Mr.  Smith  is  an 
unobtruding  man  and  dislikes  to  put  himself  forward. 
Personally  a  w-ell-preserved  man,  rosy  and  rugged  with 
health   and    evidently   star"         -        -  ^  -.. 

life,   he    is    an    iiiterostiiiy 
well  informal   ii|...n   :i    w  ],],<   i.-n 

Mr.    Smith    »;,s    innlTu.l    at     I 
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15,  ISSO,  to  Mi«^  Aiarv  Clail 
and  Sarah  (Akin)  Clailiori 
Mr.  Claiborne  was  a  farmer 
dren  comprised  his  family, 
as  follows:  Lanier  Charles,  a  civil  ( 
Texas;  James  C,  a  conductor  on  the  I.  &  6.  N.  Rail 
way,  at  Mart,  Texas;  Ben  W.,  assistant  postmaster  at 
Henderson ;  and  Sarah  W.,  wife  of  E.  Arnold  McManus 
i;   Lenore  and  Ada. 


William  A.  Hinnant.  sheriff  of  Jim  Wells  count,?, 
a  position  which  he  has  held  since  the  county  came  into 
existence  May  9,  1911,  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  and 
prominent  citizens  of  Alice.  Texas,  one  who  has  pros- 
pered in  business,  and  has  earned  success  in  puljlic  life 
by  his  enterprise,  natural  sagacity,  and  well-established 
reputation  for  integrity  and  courage.  It  is  a  pleasure 
to  bear  testimony  to  his  real  worth,  a  testimony  that' 
unmistakably  voices  the  sentiments  of  the  entire  com- 
munity.- Mr.  Hinnant  was  born  in  Gonzales  county, 
Texas,  in  18.52,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Hund- 
son)   Hinnant. 

John  Hinnant  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  there 
snent  his  early  years,  in  young  manhood  moving  to 
Mississippi,  where  he  met  and  married  Nancy  Hudson, 
who  had  been   born   and  reared   in  that   State.     About 


1844  or  1845  he  came  to  what  was  then  the  Republic  of 
Texas,  locating  in  Gonzales  county,  and  there  took  up 
the  lite  of  a  cattleman  on  the  wide  open  range.  He  con- 
tinued successfully  in  Gonzales  county  until  1S57,  at 
which  time  he  moved  to  Nueces  county,  and  settled  on 
the  range  on  the  Nueces  river,  about  twelve  miles 
from   the    r,junt\-    >rat    ut   Coriiu.s    I'hnsti.      llr   rniitiiuied 
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etion  in  the  public 
;  counties,  and  was  reared 
lien  still  a  lad  he  began 
,v,  making  long  trips  over 
!  raitlr,  often  as  far  as 
artiiipaiit  in  the  stirring 
m  the  days  of  the  great 
open  range,  ending  in  the  early  '80s,  and  assisted  in  no 
small  manner  in  the  development  and  progress  of  his 
section  of  the  country.  He  continued  to  have  his  home 
ill  XuiMis  nmiity  until  the  present  county  of  Jim  Wells 
"as  Imiiii.iI  (Jilt  of  the  western  portion  of  Nueces,  when 
til.'  uin-raphiral  change  made  him  a  resident  of  the  new 
roMiiiy.  .liia  Wells  county  was  organized  and  began 
its  existence  on  May  9,  1911,  and  on  that  date  Mr.  Hin- 
nant liecame,  by  election,  the  first  sheriff  of  the  new 
county.  Subsequently,  in  the  regular  election  of  Novem- 
ber, 191:;,  he  was  elected  to  succeed  himself  for  the 
regular  term  of  two  years.  A  man  of  courage,  sagacity 
ami  high  ideals  as  to  the  responsibilities  of  public  serv- 
ice, lie  has  given  the  public  splendid  service,  and  his 
record  is  one  to  which  he  may  point  with  pride.  He  has 
had  at  all  times  the  support  and  co-operation  of  the 
law-abiding  element,  and  his  success  in  bringing  male- 
factors to  justice  has  made  him  justly  feared  by  the 
criminals  of  this  section.  In  additiou  to  the  duties  of 
sheriff,  he  combines  those  of  tax  collector,  and  his  serv- 
ices in   this  office  have  also   been   above   reproach. 

Mr.  Hinnant  was  married  in  Nueces  county  to  Miss 
Fannie  Beckham,  and  they  have  been  the  parents  of 
one  daughter  and  six  sons,  as  follows:  May,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  Charles  B.  Du  Bose;  and  Claud  W.,  Raymond 
L.,  Thomas  J.,  Bertie,  Archie  and  King.  The  members 
of  the  Hinnant  family  are  widely  known  and  have  many 
warm  friends  throughout  this  section. 

Vallie  Norris,  M.  D.  A'ice  president  of  the  R.  H. 
Norris  Hardware  Company  at  Childress,  Mr.  Norris  is 
one  of  the  capable  group  of  business  men  who  have  built 
up  the  largest  enterprise  of  its  kind  in  north  Texas.  By 
profession  Mr.  Norris  is  a  physician,  and  practiced 
medicine  in  this  state  for  a  number  of  years  until  he 
became  identified  with  his  jiresent  business  at  Childress. 
He  started  out  in  the  world  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and 
earned  his  way  through  medical  school. 

Vallie  Norris  was  born  in  Franklin  Parish,  Louisi- 
ana, February  14,  1868,  a  son  of  Tolbert  Wallace  and 
Thekla  (Pattin)  Norris.  His  father,  a  native  of  Mis- 
sissippi, moved  to  Texas  in  1885,  and  in  1888  returned 
to  Louisiana,  where  he  died.  He  was  a  successful 
planter,  was  active  in  politics  in  Louisiana,  and  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  legislature  in  1873.  Dur- 
ing the  war  he  was  an  enrolling  officer  for  the  Con- 
federate army,  and  for  one  year  was  colonel  of  a  Louisi- 
ana regiment.  The  mother,  born  in  Louisiana  in  Lake 
Providence,  now  has  her  home  at  Childress.  She  was 
the  mother  of  fifteen  children,  of  whom  four  are  living, 
and  Vallie  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth. 

He  attained  his  education  at  Louisiana,  and  at  Round 
Rock,  Texas,  and  after  a  variety  of  earlv  experiences 
entered  the  Tulane  Medical  Collesre  at  New  Orleans, 
where  he  was  graduated  M.  D.  in  1892.  From  the  time 
of  his  graduation  until  1900,  he  was  actively  engaged  in 
practice  at  Childress,  and  in  the  latter  year  became  con- 
nected with  the  hardware  business  with  his  older  brother, 
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E.  H.  Norris,  now  deceased,  and  the  founder  of  the 
hardware  business,  known  as  the  K.  H.  Isorris  Hardware 
Company.  This  company  is  now  incorporated  with  a  cap- 
ital of  fifty-thousand  dollars  and  occupies  very  exten- 
sive quartets  and  employs  nine  clerks  in  addition  to 
the  officers  of  the  company.  S.  P.  Britt  is  president  of 
the  company,  Vallie  I\' orris  is  vice  president,  and  Guy 
W.  iS'orris  is  secretary.  Mr.  Morris  is  also  a  director 
in  the  City  National  Bank. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  is  affiliated  with  tUe 
Masonic  Order  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  belongs 
to  the  First  Presbyterian  church.  At  the  present  time 
he  is  serving  as  assistant  chief  of  the  Childress  Fire 
Department,  in  which  he  has  taken  much  interest.  He  is 
also  an  active  member  of  the  Childress  Commercial 
Club. 

In  1906,  at  Childress,  he  married  Miss  Nannie  Mitchell, 
who  was  born  in  Kentucky. 

Joseph  J.  Mickle.  A  little  more  than  a  quarter  cen- 
tury ago,  Joseph  J.  Mickle  was  a  clerk  in  Fort  Smith, 
Arkansas,  drawing  a  meagre  salary  and  with  only  the 
prosjjects  of  time  and  destiny  ahead  of  him.  In  Mem- 
phis, Texas,  he  is  today  known  as  one  of  the  leading 
and  most  influential  business  men,  and  his  interests  com- 
prise land,  town  real  estate,  stocks  in  banks,  investments 
in  cattle  and  ranching,  and  other  enterprises. 

Joseph  J.  Mickle  was  born  in  Sebastian  county,  Arkan- 
sas, April  18,  1863.  His  father,  Archibald  Mickle  was 
born  in  Arkansas  and  died  in  that  state  in  1865,  when 
his  son  Joseph  was  three  years  old.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  Newtonia,  Missouri,  while  on  his  way  home 
from  the  Civil  war.  He  had  enlisted  and  served  in  the 
Second  Eegiment  of  Arkansas  Cavalry  in  the  Union 
Army,  and  was  commissary  sergeant  in  his  regiment.  By 
occupation  before  the  war  he  was  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  and  enjoyed  comfortable  prosperity.  He  was  in 
politics  a  Republican,  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Zilpha  Bell, 
who  was  born  in  Tennessee,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Bell, 
who  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Sebastian  county, 
Arkansas,  where  his  daughter  was  married  to  Mr.  Mickle. 
She  is  now  living  in  her  eighty-first  year,  with  her  son, 
Joseph,  at  Memphis. 

The  youngest  of  seven  children,  Joseph  J.  Mickle  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county,  and 
in  Buckner  College  of  Sebastian  county.  Considerable 
intervals  separated  his  attendance  at  school  for  from  the 
age  of  thirteen  he  had  become  self-supporting,  and 
earned  his  first  money  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  in  Arkansas. 
He  continued  as  a  clerk  for  six  years,  and  his  first  in- 
dependent venture  was  in  1886  at  Fort  Smith,  where  he 
had  an  interest  in  a  general  store.  He  continued  to  be 
known  chiefly  as  a  merchant  until  about  five  years  ago. 
He  had  both  a  native  and  acquired  ability  to  understand 
the  wants  of  his  patrons,  and  on  this  knowledge  he 
built  up  a  large  and  successful  establishment  wherever 
he  located.  Mr.  Mickle  became  a  resident  of  Texas 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  1S92,  his  first  location 
being  at  Honey"  Grove  in  northeast  Texas.  He  moved 
to  Memphis  in  1904,  where  he  has  been  known  as  a 
merchant,  as  a  real  estate  man,  and  also  a  farmer  and 
rancher.  During  six  years'  residence  in  Fort  Worth 
he  was  in  the  wholesale  hardware  business,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Mickle-Burgen  Hardware  Company.  Later 
he  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  James  Mickle- 
Schow  Company  of  Fort  Worth,  a  firm  engaged  both 
in  manufacturing  and  in  wholesaling.  At  the  present 
time  Mr.  Mickle  has  stock  and  invested  interests  in  com- 
mercial enterprises,  banks,  owns  a  good  deal  of  land  and 
cattle.  He  is  the  owner  of  sixty-four  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Roberts  county,  and  five  thousand  acres  in 
Randall  county,  stocked  with  high  grade  cattle.  In 
Memphis  he  has  built  and  owns  a  number  of  business 
and  residential  structures,  including  his  very  beautiful 
home. 


A  Republican  in  politics,  he  has  never  sought  any 
official  position.  He  has  taken  thirty-two  degrees  of  Scot- 
tish Eite  Masonry,  and  is  well  known  in  Masonic  circles. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  commercial  club  is  a  steward 
in  the  Methodist  church  and  for  seven  years  was  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday  schools,  and  for  a  similar  term 
was  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Stewards. 

In  National  City,  California,  on  Christmas  Day  of 
1888,  Mr.  Mickle  married  Miss  Georgia  Horton,  a  native 
of  Arkansas  and  a  daughter  of  George  E.  Horton,  who 
was  born  in  Michigan,  but  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Arkansas,  having  been  a  jeweler  and  merchant  at 
Fort  Smith.  The  five  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mickle  are  named  as  follows:  Omar  Ogden;  Ethel,  de- 
ceased; Joseph  J.,  Jr.;  Georgie  Ella;  and  Zilpha  Mar- 
garet. 

Mr.  Mickle 's  present  position  in  life  is  due  entirely 
to  his  own  industry  and  efforts.  When  the  war  closed 
his  mother  was  left  with  seven  helpless  children,  and 
when  the  estate  was  sold  she  accepted  Confederate 
money,  which  of  course  became  almost  at  once  value- 
less. Thus  the  son,  Joseph,  had  to  begin  work  as  soon 
as  he  was  able,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  had  almost  the 
entire  responsibility  of  supporting  the  family.  His 
ancestry  on  the  paternal  side  is  of  Scotch  descent,  his 
grandfather  having  come  from  that  country,  but  of 
Scotch  Irish  stock.  Grandfather  William  Mickle  settled 
in  Virginia,  having  been  accompanied  by  two  brothers, 
Peter  and  Harmon.  The  maternal  ancestors  were  early 
Tennesseeans,  and  of  mingled  English  and  Scotch  stock. 
They  were  old  settlers  of  Sebastian  county,  Arkansas, 
and  members  of  the  Bell  family  were  doctors  and 
merchants. 

John  C.  Thomas.  The  Childress  Post,  of  which  John 
C.  Thomas  has  been  editor  and  publisher  since  1907,  is 
one  of  the  weekly  journals  of  northwest  Texas  with  a 
definite  influence  as  a  moulder  of  public  opinion  and 
with  a  reputation  as  a  news  gatherer  and  publicity  or- 
gan. The  editor  of  this  paper,  who  belongs  to  a  famUy 
which  has  been  identified  with  Texas  from  the  beginning 
of  its  statehood  started  out  in  life  a  poor  boy,  won  his 
education  as  a  result  of  hard  work,  was  a  successful 
teacher  for  a  number  of  years,  and  has  proved  himself 
exceptionally  capable  in  the  field  of  journalism. 

John  C.  Thomas  was  born  July  4,  1869,  near  Lexing- 
ton, in  what  was  then  Burleson  county,  now  Lee  county, 
Texas.  His  grandfather,  Jeremiah-  Watts  Thomas,  cariie 
to  Texas  in  1845,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
owned  a  large  number  of  slaves.  He  had  a  very  influen- 
tial part  in  early-day  politics,  and  was  a  member  of 
one  of  the  early  "state  legislatures,  possibly  the  second. 
The  father  of  John  C.  was  Jesse  Thomas,  a  native  of 
Mississippi,  who  located  in  Burleson  county,  and  during 
the  Civil  war  served  four  years  as  corporal  in  the 
Eleventh  Texas  regiment.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  Shiloh,  and  after  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  was 
paroled.  He  is  still  living  in  Williamson  county,  and 
a  successful  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  that  locality. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Nancy  J.  Parks,  who 
was  born  in  Alabama,  a  daughter  of  J.  C.  Parks,  who 
located  in  Burleson,  Texas,  about  1845,  was  a  farmer, 
owned  a  number  of  slaves,  and  was  proprietor  of  a  gin 
and  interested  in  other  enterprises  in  that  locality.  The 
mother  died  in  December,  1912,  in  Austin,  Texas.  There 
were  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living,  John 
C,  being  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  His  twin  brother, 
Jeremiah  W^atts  Thomas,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  reared  to  manhood  at  Liberty  Hill, 
in  Williamson  county,  and  before  reaching  his  majority 
started  out  on  his  own  account,  finding  work  which 
eventually  enabled  him  to  get  a  better  education  than 
he  had  been  privileged  to  enjoy  while  growing  up.  His 
early  career  was  spent  on  a  farm  and  ranch,  and  he 
afterwards  entered   the   National   Normal  University  at 
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Lebanon,  Obio,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1S89,  and 
thus  equipped  for  his  practical  career.  After  leaving 
college,  he  took  up  teaching  in  Bell  county,  where  he 
remained  six  years.  He  continued  teaching  altogether 
for  fifteen  years,  and  his  last  school  was  at  Memphis,  in 
Hall  county.  Then  on  June  1,  1907,  he  took  charge  of 
the  Childress  Post  as  editor  and  proprietor,  and  has 
since  given  all  his  time  to  making  a  first-class  paper. 
The  Fost  was  originally  established  in  1901,  and  has 
had  a  continuous  and  fairly  prosperous  existence  for 
twelve  years.  Mr.  Thomas  has  developed  a  very  modern 
plant,  and  has  been  quite  successful,  being  owner  of 
the  entire  printing  establishment,  has  a  nice  home,  and 
other  city  property  in  Memphis.  The  Post  has  a  cir- 
culation of  one  thousand  paid  subscribers,  is  issued 
weekly,  and  its  politics  is  Democratic. 

Mr.  Thomas  affiliates  with  Masonry,  being  a  Koyal 
Arch  Mason,  and  also  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  belongs  to  the  Childress  Commercial 
Club.  He  has  never  sought  any  public  office,  but  exer- 
cises much  influence  personally  and  through  his  paper 
on   local   political    affairs. 

On  April  L'S.  1901,  at  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  Mr. 
Thomas  married  Miss  Maude  Howell,  a  native  of  Hill 
county,  Texas,  and  a  daughter  of  J.  H.  and  Mary  C. 
(Llewellyn)  Howell.  They  have  one  daughter,  Maynet, 
born  at"  Round  Eock,  Texas,  in  January,  1902. 


Col.  D.  C.  Giddings.  Only  men  of  unusual  character 
and  ability  can  perform  the  work  and  acquire  the 
distinctions  which  made  the  life  of  the  late  Colonel 
Giddings  notable  among  the  eminent  Texans  of  his 
time.  A  brilliant  lawyer  and  public  leader,  he  used 
the  official  honors  paid  him  in  order  to  render  inesti- 
mable public  service  to  his  state,  and  his  talents  for 
large  business  enterprise  were  also  employed  in  countless 
ways  to  build  up  the  resources  and  commercial  pros- 
perity about  Brenham,  which  for  sixty  years  or  more 
has  been  the  family  seat  of  this  name  in  Texas.  Col- 
onel Giddings  died  in  1903  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  but 
his  name  is  still  borne  by  his  son,  T>.  C.  Giddings,  Jr., 
who  is  active  head  of  the  firm  of  Giddings  &  Giddings, 
bankers  at  Brenham,  one  of  the  oldest  financial  houses 
of  the  state,  and  is  prominent  in  other  business  under- 
takings and  in  the  public  life  of  Washington  county 
and  of  the  state. 

Colonel  Dewitt  Clinton  Giddings  was  born  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  Pennsylvania,  July  18,  1827,  and  rep- 
resented an  old  American  family  of  Scotch  origin,  his 
first  ancestor  being  George  Giddings,  who  came  to 
America  in  1635.  Members  of  the  Giddings  relationship 
served  as  soldiers  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  James 
Giddings,  father  of  the  colonel,  was  horn  in  Connecticut, 
followed  the  sea  ns  captain  of  a  vessel  for  some  years, 
but  later  farmed  in  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsylvania, 
until  his  death  in  1863.  His  wife,  Lucy  Demming,  was 
of  French  descent,  and  her  family  also  furnished  patriots 
to  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  She  was  a  woman  of 
exceptional  force  of  character,  and  her  sons  inherited 
from  her  as  well  as  from  their  father  the  native  endow- 
ments which  made  them  all  prominent  and  useful 
citizens. 

The  youngest  of  the  family,  Colonel  Giddings,  was 
well  born  and  reared  in  a  home  of  excellent  influences. 
His  brothers,  one  by  one,  as  they  reached  early  man- 
hood, had  gone  into  the  Southwest,  and  in  order  to  re- 
strain his  youngest  son  from  following  their  example, 
the  father  refused  to  give  Dewitt  an  education  that 
would  fit  him  for  a  profession,  hoping  by  that  course 
to  keep  him  at  home.  The  temper  and  ambition  of 
the  boy  were  not  to  be  thwarted  by  such  measures,  and 
from  the  proceeds  of  teaching  a  country  school  he 
acquired  what  was  then  called  a  liberal  education, 
qualified  as  a  civil  engineer,  and  in  1850  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1852  he  followed 
his  five  brothers  to  Texas,  the  first  of  whom,  Giles  A., 


had  sacrificed  himself  on  the  altar  of  liberty  at  the 
battle  of  San  Jacinto.  On  reaching  Texas  Colonel 
Giddings  became  associated  with  his  brother  J.  D.  Gid- 
dings in  the  practice  of  law  at  Brenham.  Though 
opposed  to  secession,  he  went  with  his  state  into  the 
Confederacy,  and  in  1861  was  chosen  captain  of  a 
company  of  cavalry  which  became  a  part  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Texas  Cavalry,  and  he  served  that  command  as 
lieutenant-colonel,  but  was  virtually  in  command  of 
the  regiment  throughout  its  service.  The  regiment  was 
on  duty  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  department.  At  one 
time  near  Helena,  Arkansas,  he  was  captured,  but  was 
released  after  six  weeks  and  took  part  in  Marma- 
duke  's  raid  into  Missouri,  and  in  most  of  the  fighting 
of  the  Louisiana  campaign.  He  was  a  capable  soldier 
and  a  highly  esteemed  officer. 

His  practice  had  been  lost  and  much  of  his  material 
accumulations  dissipated  during  the  war,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Brenham  and  soon  regained  a  distinguished 
place  in  the  Texas  bar  and  for  years  his  abilities  were 
sought  for  the  public  service.  In  ]^i':i]  W  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  state  constitiii  loiml  .uii\.ntion  and 
was  one  of  the  most  aggressive  ami  inilianiial  Texans 
during  the  era  of  reconstruction,  la  1n7ii  lie  accepted 
the  Democratic  nomination  for  Congress,  and  entered 
the  primary  campaign  which  was  well  nigh  hopeless  in 
view  of  the  still  existing  dominance  of  the  Republican 
party  and  its  black  cohorts.  Notwithstanding  the  dan- 
gers to  which  he  was  exposed  of  assassination  at  the 
hands  of  the  "Davis  police"  he  went  all  over  the  dis- 
trict, comprising  nearly  a  quarter  of  the  state,  in  a 
buggy,  and  was  often  preceded  by  a  negro  company  of 
these  police,  who  daily  threatened  to  arrest  him  and 
put  him  in  irons.  In  forty  days  he  delivered  sixty 
siaeeehes,  and  at  the  election  was  chosen  by  a  good 
majority  over  his  carpetbagger  opponent.  Gen.  William 
T.  Clark.  Governor  Davis  refused  to  accept  the  un- 
doubted evidences  of  his  popular  election,  and  gave 
a  certificate  of  election  to  General  Clark.  A  spirited 
contest  followed  for  the  seat  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  in  spite  of  the  prejudices  which  pre- 
vailed in  that  body  the  evidence  in  favor  of  Colonel 
Giddings  was  so  overwhelming  that  he  was  given  his 
seat  by  a  unanimous  vote.  That  was  the  first  of  the 
few  instances  in  which  a  Southern  Democrat  won  his 
case  in  such  a  contest.  Colonel  Cxiddings  was  re-elected 
to  Congress  against  A.  J.  Evans,  and  in  1876  against 
Col.  George  W.  Jones,  an  independent  Democrat.  Of 
his  services  in  Congress  it  has  been  said:  "Colonel 
Giddings  was  one  of  a  conspicuous  group  of  southern 
men  whose  sturdy  bravery  and  tactful  resistance  against 
the  overwhelming  reconstruction  forces  defended  the 
South  from  yet  greater  evils  than  those  which  did  befall. 
The  seat  of  government  at  Washington  at  that  time 
was  the  source  of  the  greatest  evils  which  the  defeated 
South  would  yet  experience,  and  in  staying  the  ruthless 
and  arrogant  power  of  a  northern  Congress  Colonel 
Giddings  and  his  associates  earned  a  meed  of  lasting 
renown." 

One  other  incident  of  his  larger  public  service  should 
be  noted.  During  the  war  Texas  had  sent  United 
States  bonds  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  to  Europe  to  be  sold,  the  proceeds  to  be 
used  in  buying  arms  and  supplies  for  the  rise  of  the 
Confederacy.  Part  of  the  bonds  had  been  sold  and 
the  proceeds  used  before  the  final  surrender  of  the  South- 
ern army.  The  unused  money  and  bonds  had  been 
deposited  with  bankers.  The  United  States  government 
having  refused  the  interest  on  the  bonds  that  had  been 
sold,  the  holders  of  such  bonds  attached  the  unsold 
bonds  and  enjoined  the  bankers  against  paying  the 
money  on  deposit  to  the  state  of  Texas.  After  several 
lawyers  had  represented  Texas  in  the  negotiations,  J.  D. 
&  D.  C.  Giddings  were  appointed  as  state  agents.  They 
took   the  case,   and  after  much  work.   Colonel  Giddings 
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returned  from  Europe  and  turned  over  to  the  state 
treasury  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand  dollars. 

Colonel  Giddings  retired  from  the  active  practice  of 
law  in  1875,  and  thereafter  devoted  himself  to  the 
management  of  the  bank  of  Giddings  &  Giddings,  which 
had  been  established  in  1866.  He  gained  prestige  as 
one  of  Texas'  ablest  financiers,  but  throughout  his 
career  his  public  spirit  in  behalf  of  his  home  county 
and  state,  and  his  high  sense  of  personal  responsibil- 
ity to  his  fellowmen,  were  as  noteworthy  as  his  busi- 
ness achievements. 

In  lS6u  Colonel  Giddings  married  Miss  Malinda  C. 
Lusk.  Her  father,  Samuel  Lusk,  a  native  of  Alabama, 
moved  from  that  state  to  Tennessee,  and  came  to  Texas 
in  1834,  two  years  before  the  winning  of  independence. 
His  home  was  in  Washington  county  near  the  old  town 
of  Washington  on  the  Brazos,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
early  planters  in  that  vicinity.  He  left  his  plantation 
early  in  1836,  joined  the  patriot  forces  under  Houston, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  was  on 
detail  duty  in  protecting  the  women  and  children.  In 
the  same  year  he  was  a  member  of  the  constitutional 
convention  which  met  at  Washington  on  the  Brazos  and 
passed  the  declaration  of  independence  and  framed  the 
first  organic  law  of  the  Eepublic.  For  many  years 
he  was  honored  with  the  office  of  county  clerk  of  Wash- 
ington county,  and  was  a  member  of  the  congress  of 
the  Eepublic  which  ratified  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  Union.  His  daughter  Malinda  C.  was  born  in 
the  year  of  independence,  1836,  near  the  old  town  of 
Independence  in  Washington  county,  after  the  suc- 
cessful campaign  of  San  Jacinto,  and  after  the  families 
of  the  soldiers  had  returned  to  their  homes  following 
the  retreat  of  Santa  Anna  and  his  army.  A  son  of 
Samuel  Lusk,  Patrick  H.  Lusk,  who  in  December,  1842, 
joined  the  historic  Mier  expedition  across  the  Eio 
Grande,  went  with  that  ill-starred  command  into  Mexi- 
can territory,  was  captured,  and  was  one  of  those  who 
in  the  famous  ' '  lottery  of  death ' '  drew  the  white  bean 
and  was  thus  span'. I  iiiuiuMliate  death,  and  after  untold 
hardships    and    siiiVriinu-    linallv    returned    to    Texas. 

Colonel  Giddiii--  ami  »iir  liad  five  children,  but  the 
only  survivor   is    |ii'\\itr    (  liutnn    Giddings. 

Dewitt  Clinton  Giddings.  Jr.,  son  of  Colonel  Giddings 
and  Malinda  C.  (Lusk)  Ciiddiugs  was  born  at  Bren- 
ham  January  27,  1863.  He  was  educated  in  the  Bren- 
ham  public  schools,  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical 
College  at  Bryan,  the  Southwestern  University  of  George- 
town, finishing  in  the  University  of  Virginia.  In  1881, 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  entered  the  bank  of  Gid- 
dings &  Giddings,  and  has  been  continuously  identified 
with  that  institution  for  more  than  thirty  years.  His 
early  services  with  the  bank  merited  promotion,  and  in 
1884  he  was  given  an  interest  in  the  business,  and  since 
his  father's  death  in  1908  has  been  active  head  of  the 
private  banking  house  which  was  established  by  his 
father  and  uncle  at  Brenham  in  1866. 

Mr.  Giddings  is  president  of  the  Brenham  Compress, 
Oil  &  Manufacturing  Company,  a  consolidation  of  the 
Brenham  Oil  Mills,  the  Brenham  Electric  Light  Com- 
pany and  the  Brenham  Ice  &  Cold  Storage  Company. 
He  is  also  president  of  the  Brenham  Compress  Com- 
pany, and  president  of  the  South  Texas  Cotton  Mills 
of  Brenham,  that  being  one  of  the  oldest  cotton  mills 
in  the  state,  having  been  established  in  1901. 

A  successful  young  business  man  who  recognizes  his 
dut.v  to  the  public,  Mr.  Giddings  was  for  many  years 
chairman  of  the  Washington  County  Democratic  Execu- 
tive Committee,  and  in  1895  was  elected  a  representative 
to  the  Twenty-fourth  state  legislature,  serving  one  term, 
and  since  1905  has  been  city  treasurer  of  Brenham, 
He  is  a  charter  member  and  was  first  Exalted  Euler 
of  Brenham  Lodge  No.  979,  B.  P.  O.  Elks. 

Mr.  Giddings  was  married  in  1SS4  to  Miss  Carrie  Bas- 
sett,  daughter  of  William  H.  Bas-sett  of  Evergreen, 
Louisiana,   an   extensive  planter   and   merchant   of   that 


state.  To  this  marriage  have  been  born  three  children : 
Linda,  who  married  E.  P.  Anderson,  Jr.;  D.  Clinton 
Giddings,  Jr.,  now  with  his  father  in  the  bank  of  Gid- 
dings &  Ciiddings;  and  Carolyn  Giddings,  who  married 
John   D.   Sogers,   of   Allen   Farm. 

Hon.  Chakles  Blair  Feldeb,  County  Judge,  AVichita 
Falls,  Texas,  has  in  his  make-up  a  combination  of  Ger- 
man, French  and  Scotch-Irish  blood,  and  is  a  Texan  by 
birth  and  education,  possessing  to  a  marked  degree  the 
broad,  generous  views  of  the  typical  native  of  the  Lone 
Star  State. 

Judge  Felder  was  born  in  Washington  county,  May  12, 
1873,  son  of  Eufus  King  and  Maggie  (^Matthews) 
Felder,  the  former  of  South  Carolina  birth,  descended 
from  German  and  French  ancestors;  the  latter  a  native 
of  Mississippi,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Eufus  King 
Felder  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  as 
a  private  in  Company  F,  Fifth  Infantry,  Hood's  Brig- 
ade, for  a  period  of  four  years.  He"  participated  m 
many  engagements,  and  surrendered  with  Gen.  Lee  at 
Appomattox.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to 
Texas  and  settled  in  Washington  county,  where  he  met 
with  moderate  success  as  a  planter.  He  is  still  a  resi- 
dent of  Chapel  Hill.  Politicall.y,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and, 
religiously,  a  Methodist,  having  long  been  identified 
with  the  Jlethodist  Episcopal  Church  South.  His  wife 
is  deceased.  She  was  a  daughter  of  the  Eev.  Jacob 
Matthews,  and  in  her  girlhood  came  with  her  parents 
to  Texas,  their  settlement  being  in  Washington  county. 
That  was  before  the  war,  and  it  was  here  that  she 
afterward  met  and  married  Mr.  Felder. 

Charles  Blair  Felder  was  the  third  born  in  his  father 's 
family.  He  was  educated  at  Chapel  Hill  and  in  the 
Southwestern  University,  Georgetown.  He  received  the 
degree  of  B.  S.,  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1893,  and 
immediately  after  his  graduation  he  took  up  the  study 
of  law.  In  1895  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Brenham,  Wai-hington 
county,  where  he  remained  thus  engaged  about  four 
years.  Then  he  came  to  Wichita  Falls,  where  he  has 
since  been  in  continuous  practice,  and  where  also  he 
has  been  interested  in  various  enterprises.  In  November, 
1910,  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  County  Judge.  In 
November.  1912,  he  was  re-elected  to  this  office,  and  is 
now  serving  his  second  term. 

January  9,  1906,  at  Terrell,  Texas,  Charles  Blair 
Felder  and  Miss  Maude  Worbington  were  united  in 
marriage,  and  to  them  has  been  given  one  child,  Elton, 
born  in  October,  1906,  at  Wichita  Falls.  The  Felders 
reside  in  their  own  home  at  1109  Burnett  street.  Mrs. 
Felder  is  a  native  of  Texas  and  a  daughter  of  H.  G. 
Worbington,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  State. 

ilr.  Felder  is  a  member  of  the  County  Bar  Associa- 
tion and  of  the  fraternal  order  of  Knights  of  Pythias. 
His  religious  creed  is  the  one  in  which  he  was  reared, 
that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South. 

John  Wesley  Thomas  was  born  September  11, 
1887,  at  Sulphur  Springs,  Hopkins  county,  Texas, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  Wesley  and  Mollie  (Mae- 
kechney)  Thomas.  On  the  paternal  side  his  grandpar- 
ents were  William  Thomas  and  Susan  (Buford)  Thomas, 
pioneers  of  San  Augustine,  Texas,  and  both  living  at 
Sulphur  Springs,  the  grandfather  being  a  retired  mer- 
chant and  ranchman.  Of  his  maternal  grandparents, 
the  former  is  deceased,  and  the  latter  lives  at  Wichita 
Falls.  The  father  of  Mr.  Thomas  was  born  in  1863, 
was  married  at  San  Augustine,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  was  successfully  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 
at  Sulphur  Springs.  He  and  his  wife,  who  also  sur- 
vives have  been  the  parents  of  two  children:  Mrs.  H. 
W.  Green,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Wichita  Falls,  Texas ; 
and   John   Wesley. 

John  Wesle.y  Thomas  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic and  high  schools  at  Sulphur  Springs,  and  after  his 
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gra'luatiou  from  the  latter  institution,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  rears,  embarked  upon  bis  business  career.  In 
that  year  he  came  to  Wichita  Falls,  and  for  one  year 
following  Mas  engaged  in  office  wgrk.  In  1910  he  be- 
came assistant  secretary  of  the  Wichita  Falls  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  on  January  1,  1913,  was  made  acting 
secretary  of  that  organization,  a  position  he  has  con- 
tinued to  bold  to  the  present  time.  He  is  also  secre- 
tary of  the  Eetail  Merchants  Association,  and  State 
secretary  of  the  Eetail  Merchants  Secretaries  Associa- 
tion. In  his  official  capacities  he  has  formed  a  wide 
acquaintance,  and  through  a  [ileasing  personality  has 
gained  a  large  number  of  friends. 

Mr.  Thomas  is  unmarried.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  bis 
jiolitical  views,  but  has  not  sought  public  preferment. 
For  some  years  be  has  been  connected  with  the  local 
lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
in  which  be  now  holds  the  rank  of  Esteemed  Loyal 
Knight. 

Egbert  L.  Ligon.  Practically  all  of  Robert  L.  Ligon's 
business  career  has  been  one  of  devotion  to  the  lumber 
interests,  the  only  exception  thereto  being  a  period  of 
five  years  when  he  gave  his  attention  to  the  land  business 
in  Oklahoma.  He  located  in  Byers  in  1902  and  here 
estalilished  his  present  business  and  as  bead  of  the 
Ligun  Lumber  Company,  he  conducts  a  thriving  business 
in  lumber  and  building  materials.  Other  local  interests 
have  claimed  his  notice,  and  he  is  now  serving  as  vice- 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  'Byers  and  as 
president  of  the  Byers  Oil  &  Gas  Company,  the  latter 
being  one  of  the  newer  enterprises  of  the  community, 
and  one  of  its  most  promising.  A  citizen  of  influence 
and  power  in  the  community,  he  has  well  merited  the 
position  be  has  gained  through  his  activities. 

Born  in  Clay  county,  Missouri,  on  October  15,  1866, 
Eobert  L.  Ligon  is  the  son  of  John  A.  and  Margaret 
(Drennan)  Ligon,  both  native  Missourians.  The  father 
after  bis  removal  from  his  home  state  in  1878,  lived 
in  Kansas,  later  in  Oklahoma,  and  still  later  in  Texas, 
where  be  now  resides  in  Byers.  He  seri-ed  all  through 
the  Civil  war  as  a  soldier  of  the  Confederacy,  and  par- 
ticipated in  many  of  the  more  severe  conflicts  of  the 
struggle.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  and 
an  active  Democrat.  His  wife,  who  was  a  devoted 
woman  in  her  family  was  a  woman  of  the  most  excellent 
Christian  character,  long  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church,  and  she  died  in  1906  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years.  The  family  was  then  resident  in  Oklahoma  and 
she  is  buried  there  in  the  Timberlake  cemetery.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  Robert  L.  of  this 
review  being  the  second  born  and  the  eblest  son  of  hs 
parents.  As  pioneers  in  three  different  states,  the  fam- 
ily has  contributed  its  full  quota  to  the  settlement  and 
development  of  the  country,  and  are  eminently  worthy 
of  some  mention,  however  brief,  in  a  history  of  the  char- 
acter and   purpose  of  this  publication. 

Robert  L.  Ligon  was  ten  years  of  age  when  the  family 
quitted  their  native  state  and  moved  to  Kansas,  where 
they  continued  to  reside  for  twelve  years.  Coming  to 
Texas  then,  they  settled  in  tliis  county,  remaining  for 
about  nine  years,  during  which  time  the  subject  was 
connected  with  the  lumber  business.  Five  years  en- 
suing were  spent  in  Oklahoma,  during  which  time  be 
devoted  himself  to  the  land  business  there,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Texas,  and  settling  in  Byers,  against  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  lumber  enterprise.  He  established 
the  Ligon  Lumber  Company  at  that  time,  the  same 
having  prospered  in  the  passing  years,  and  it  is  now 
among  the  busiest  and  most  successful  concerns  in  the 
city.  A  full  line  of  Inmber,  building  materials  of  all 
kinds,  sash,  doors,  etc,  is  carried. 

Mr.  Ligon  is  a  Democrat  and  concerns  himself  in  state 
and  national  politics,  as  well  as  in  local  affairs,  in  which 
he  has  been  especially  active  as  a  resident  here.  He  has 
served  here  as   a  member  of  the   school  board.     He   is 


secretary  of  the  Byers  Commercial  Club,  and  in  the  years 
of  his  Oklahoma  residence,  he  served  at  one  time  as 
mayor  of  Frederick. 

Mr.  Ligon  was  married  at  Commerce,  Texas,  on  April 
7,  1S9(},  to  Miss  Alice  \vaggoner,  a  daughter  of  D.  2^. 
Waggoner,  and  wite,  ot  Commerce.  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  them:     hnust   Al.  .ni.l  Annie  Ligon. 

The  family  ba\.'  lnr^llM•l^lll[l  m  i  lie  Christian  church 
of  the  city,  and  iU.  Liyou  is  a  iminlier  of  the  Masonic 
order,  witli  Blue  Lodge  and  Cuiniuaudery  affiliations,  and 
IS  also  a  nirniher  ot  the  Order  of  Hoo-Hoos.  Mr.  and 
.\lis.  l.i,L;nii  stand  high  in  social  and  other  circles  of  the 
luiiiniunity,  and  have  many  genuine  friends  in  and 
about  the  county. 

J.  Fleetwood  Reed,  M.  D.  It  has  been  only  prac- 
tically in  recent  yeais  that  the  self-sacrificing  services 
of  the  physician  have  been  given  their  full  due,  although 
through  his  labors  in  medicine  the  plagues  and  epidemic 
diseases  of  the  world  have  been  well  nigh  abolished 
from  civilization,  the  contagious  and  infectious  maladies 
largely  shorn  of  their  fatality;  the  virulence  of  all  dis- 
ease modified;  the  horrors  of  war  lessened.  Aside 
from  his  professional  services,  however,  the  physician  of 
standing  is  almost  iiivarialily  fcaiud  O'0u]'ying  positions 
of  prominence,  uf  trust  aii.l  ..f  irs|i..iisil.ilit.\ ,  iii  business 
and  financial  life,  in  tin'  iniMir  aima  and  in  sucial  cir- 
cles. An  excellent  fxaiii|ili'  ni  iln-  sinrissliil  practitioner 
who  has  not  confined  his  .-irt  u  itirs  Ih  his  vocation,  is 
found  in  the  person  of  Dr.  .1.  i'l.M'iwcind  IJeed,  of  Wichita 
Falls,  who  in  addition  tn  lia\  nii;  \ariiius  business  inter- 
ests of  an  extensive  natiiro  and  iHiiig  vice-president  of 
the  First  State  Bank,  is  serving  his  conimuuitv  very  cap- 
ably as  alderman  from  the  Fifth  Ward.  Dr.  J.  F.  Eeed 
was  born  at  Winchester,  Franklin  county,  Tennessee, 
September  13,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Sbipmau  and  Lettie 
White  (Campbell)  Reed. 

Shipman  Reed  was  born  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years  migrated  to  Tennessee 
where  he  met  and  married  Mrs.  Lettie  (White)  Camp- 
bell, a  native  of  Franklin  county,  that  State,  He  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Tennessee  throughout  the  remainder 
of  bis  life,  and  died  in  1899,  when  seventy-nine  years 
of  age.  During  the  entire  Civil  War  he  served  as  a 
meinlier  of  a  Tennessee  regiment  of  volunteers  in  the 
Confederate  army,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain, 
serving  under  Generals  Bragg  and  Johnson,  and  partici- 
pating in  a  number  of  the  greatest  battles  of  the  war. 
His  wife  passed  away  in  18)S9,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years,  and  was  the  mother  of  three  sons  and  '  four 
daughters,  .J.  Fleetwood  being  the  second  child  in  order 
of  birth. 

After  receiving  his  preliminary  educational  training 
in  the  public  schools  of  Franklin  count}-,'  J.  Fleetwood 
Reed  pursued  a  literary  course  of  study  at  the  Win- 
chester Xormal  school,  and  then  took  up  bis  medical 
studies  in  Vanderbilt  University,  where  he  was  gradu- 
ated  with   bis   degree    in    ls,s7.      Later   be   supplemented 
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time  of  bis  advent  here  he  also  bought  an  interest  in  a 
drug  business  and  this  he  has  continued  to  hold  to  this 
time.  Doctor  Reed  is  a  deep  thinker  ami  close  student, 
and  has  eve?-  devoted  himself  to  researidi  and  study. 
Ills  svai|Mthrtic  nature  and  kind  and  gentle  personality 
ha\c  a-si^ird  liini  greatly  in  his  work  and  have  made 
him  one  ot  the  most  beloved  of  his  profession.  His 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  various  medical  organi?a- 
tions  is  keen,  intelligent  and  active  and  at  this  time  he 
is  a  member  of  the  State,  county  and  national  societies. 
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His  fraternal  connections  include  the  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Masons,  in  the  latter  of  which  he  has  attained  to 
the  Knight  Templar  degree.  In  political  matters,  Doe- 
tor  Eeed  is  an  earnest  Democrat,  and  is  now  giving  his 
fellow-eitiiens  excellent  service  as  the  represontative 
from  the  Fifth  Ward  in  the  city  council.  In  addition 
to  being  vice-president  of  the  First  State  Bank,  he  is 
a  director  in  the  Wichita  Falls  Floral  Company,  the 
Wichita  Falls  Brick  Company  and  the  Wichita  Falls 
Furniture  Company. 

Doctor  Reed  was  married  in  1S88,  at  Bell  Buckle,  Bed- 
ford county,  Tennessee,  to  Miss  Josie  Edmiston,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Edmiston  of  that 
place.     Doctor  and  Mrs.  Eeed  have  had  no  children. 

James  D.  Stephenson.  For  many  years  James  Dover 
Stephenson  has  been  a  resident  of  the  city  of  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  and  of  this  section  of  the  country.  He 
has  seen  the  state  of  Texas  advance  in  wealth  and 
population,  and  with  the  growth  of  the  country  has 
come  the  growth  of  his  own  fortunes.  One  of  the  best 
stockmen  in  the  country,  his  registered  Jersey  cows  and 
Berkshire  hogs  are  well  known  throughout  the  coun- 
try. He  now  conducts  a  wholesale  dairy  business  just 
outside  of  San  Antonio,  in  which  he  has  been  exceed- 
ingly  successful. 

James  Dover  Stephenson  was  born  in  Alston  county, 
Cumberland,  England,  in  1849.  His  father  was  John 
Stephenson  and  his  mother  was  Ann  ( Dover  j  Stephen- 
son, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  north  of  Eng- 
land and  both  are  now  deceased.  It  was  in  this  part 
•of  the  mother  country  that  James  D.  Stephenson 
grew  to  manhood,  being  reared  to  follow  farming  and 
•stock  raising  for  a  livelihood.  It  was  in  1872  that  he 
eame  with  his  parents  to  Texas,  locating  in  Robertson 
•county.  Within  a  few  months  of  his  arrival,  however, 
Mr.  Stephenson  determined  to  move  to  Boerne  in  Ken- 
dall county,  and  here  he  took  a  contract  for  the  build- 
ing of  a  rock  fence  for  Dr.  Kingsbury,  a  well  known 
pioneer  of  southwestern  Texas.  After  this  he  went  into 
the  freighting  business,  for  this  was  in  the  days  when 
the  railroads  had  not  penetrated  to  this  section  of  Texas. 
He  was  engaged  in  freighting  from  San  Antonio  to  Kerr- 
ville,  Fort  Concho  and  other  western  points,  and  after 
going  out  of  this  business  took  up  well  drilling.  He 
was  engaged  in  drilling  wells  and  in  erecting  wind  mills 
throughout  the  southwestern  part  of  Texas,  and  after 
a  time  had  enough  money  saved  to  enable  him  to  go 
into  the  farming  and  stock  raising  business. 

It  was  in  1900  that  he  established  his  home  in  San 
Antonio,  principally  for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  chil- 
dren the  educational  opportunities  which  the  city  afforded. 
His  own  work  continued  to  be  located  outside  of  the 
city  for  some  time.  When  he  first  moved  to  San  Antonio 
his"  home  was  located  on  Buena  Vista  street,  but  later 
he  removed  to  his  present  home,  which  is  beautifully 
located  on  Lake  View  avenue,  to  the  west  of  the  city  and 
just  outside  of  the  city  limits.  Here  he  owns  a  handsome 
residence  with  twenty  acres  of  land.  The  laud  is  prin- 
cipally planted  to  feed  stuffs,  and  this  is  where  he  car- 
ries on  his  dairy  business.  He  raises  very  fine  cattle, 
and  his  splendid  herd  of  Jersey  cows  is  well  known.  The 
wholesale  milk  business  in  which  he  is  engaged  has  grown 
from  year  to  year  until  now  it  is  a  very  prosperous  enter- 
prise. About  a  mile  to  the  southwest,  on  West  Com- 
merce street,  is  Mr.  Stephenson 's  hog  ranch.  Here  he 
raises  a  splendid  breed  of  registered  Berkshire  hogs, 
which  are  considered  among  the  finest  in  southwestern 
Texas,  and  when  he  markets  them  they  command  the  high- 
est prices. 

Mr.  Stephenson  married  in  Boerne,  Texas,  Miss  Julia 
Perrin,  who  was  born  in  Illinois  but  was  reared  in  Iowa. 
Mrs.  Stephenson  has  always  been  an  active  aid  to  her 
husband  in  his  business,  understanding  stockraising  thor- 
oughly. The  children,  of  whom  there  are  seven,  have  all 
been  reared  with  the  idea  of  self  support.     All  of  them 


have  received  good  educations  in  the  San  Antonio  schools, 
and  their  success  in  Ufe  has  been  due  in  no  small  meas- 
ure to  the  careful  training  which  they  have  had  at  the 
hands  of  their  parents.  Miss  Daisy  Stephenson,  the 
eldest,  has  been  very  successful  in  raising  chickens. 
Miss  Floy  Stephenson,  the  next,  has  earned  several  thou- 
sand dollars  in  the  dairy  business,  independent  of  her 
father.  There  are  twin  sons,  Walter  and  Wilfred,  the 
former  also  engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  independent 
of  his  father  and  to  whom  he  has  been  of  splendid  as- 
sistance for  many  years,  and  the  latter  a  successful  con- 
tractor in  San  Antonio.  Miss  Annie  Stephenson,  an- 
other daughter,  is  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  San  An- 
tonio. The  two  younger  children  are  daughters,  Mabel, 
taking  a  course  in  Baylor  Hospital,  and  Marion,  at- 
tending  school. 

Thomas  B.  Xoble.  Occupying  a  place  of  prominence 
in  business  circles  of  Wichita  Falls  as  the  active  direct- 
ing head  of  the  Xoble-Frank  Hardware  Company,  and 
holding  as  high  a  position  in  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  the  public  on  account  of  his  long  and  faithful  offi- 
cial service,  Thomas  B.  Xoble  is  eminently  worthy  of 
more  than  passing  mention  among  the  representative 
men  of  this  progressive  Texas  city.  He  is  a  native  of 
the  Lone  Star  State,  having  been  born  in  Sabine  county, 
February  15,  1869,  and  is  a  son  of  I.  O.  and  Frances 
(Sehurlock)"  Koble. 

Both  the  Noble  and  Schurlock  families  have  been 
prominent  in  military  life,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
Mr.  Noble  having  been  captain  of  a  volunteer  regiment 
in  the  American  army  during  the  Mexican  War,  while 
his  father  served  valiantly  as  a  private  in  a  Texas  regi- 
ment in  Hood's  brigade  during  the  struggle  between  the 
South  and  the  North  and  was  wounded  both  at  Chick- 
aniauga  and  Gettysburg.  I.  0.  Noble  was  a  native  of 
Mississippi,  and  was  brought  to  Texas  in  childhood,  the 
family  settling  in  Shelby  county,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood.  He  was  for  some  years  engaged  in  a  mercan- 
tile business  at  Orange,  but  at  the  close  of  the  Civil 
War  removed  to  Sabine  county,  and  there  continued  to 
reside  until  1907,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Wichita  Falls, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  February,  1907,  when  he 
was  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  His  wife,  who  was  born, 
reared,  educated  and  married  in  Sabine  county,  Texas, 
died  there  in  1896,  when  fifty-six  years  of  age.  She 
was  the  mother  of  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  of 
these  Thomas  B.  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 

The  primary  stage  of  Thomas  B.  Noble's  educational 
training  was  passed  in  the  public  schools  'of  Sabine 
county,  and  this  was  supplemented  by  a  business  course 
at  Texarkana.  His  introduction  to  business  life  was 
secured  in  the  capacity  of  clerk  in  a  mercantile  estab- 
lishment at  that  place,  but  after  three  years  came  to 
Wichita  Falls  and  embarked  in  the  confectionery  and 
stationery  business,  in  which  he  was  successfully  en- 
gaged for  upwards  of  fourteen  years.  Selling  out  at  an 
advantage,  he  became  general  manager  of  the  Wichita 
Falls  Broom  Factory,  and  while  thus  engaged,  in  1904, 
was  elected  mayor  of  Wichita  Falls.  In  this  capacity 
his  long  business  training  stood  him  in  good  stead,  and 
under  his  administration  the  city  entered  upon  a  period 
of  prosperity  that  greatly  advanced  its  growth  and 
development.  The  people  of  the  city  were  not  slow 
to  recognize  and  appreciate  his  signal  services,  and  for 
the  three  following  terms  he  succeeded  himself  as  chief 
executive  of  the  municipality,  resigning  his  office  in 
1912  when  he  felt  he  had  done  his  full  duty  by  his 
fellow-citi7ens.  He  also  served  for  two  years,  from 
1902  to  1904,  as  a  member  of  the  city  council,  where  his 
earnest  and  conscientious  services  first  brought  him  prom- 
inentlv  before  the  public.  On  the  completion  of  his 
public  services,  Mr.  Noble,  on  May  10,  1912,  reorganized 
the  hardware  business  that  had  been  founded  by  his 
brother  in  1909,  and  the  Noble-Frank  Hardware  Com- 
pany has  developed  from  a  humble  enterprise  into  one 
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of  extensive  proportions,  being  known  as  one  of  the 
important  factors  in  the  business  life  of  Wichita  Falls. 
The  success  which  has  rewarded  Mr.  Noble's  ett'orts  may 
be  accredited  solely  to  his  own  energy  and  perseverance; 
he  has  fought  his  own  way  to  the  front,  and  what  he 
has  gained  has  been  gained  fairly.  His  integrity  is 
firmly  established  and  to  him  his  associates  look  for  lead- 
ership and  counsel. 

In  January,  1897,  Mr.  Noble  was  married  to  Miss  Zuda 
Heath,  of  Wichita  Falls,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
C.  Heath,  the  latter  now  deceased,  while  the  former,  an 
old  pioneer  settler  of  Texas,  still  survives.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  this  union:  T.  B.,  born  iu 
October,  1897,  at  Wichita  Falls;  and  Margaret,  born 
in  May,  1S99,  now  attending  high  school  in  this  eii,\. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noble  are  members  of  the  Metlio^i' 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  where  he  is  serving  as  eli:i 
man  of  the  board  of  stewards.  His  jjolitics  are  thn-r 
of  the  Democratic  party,  while  his  fraternal  eonnectious 
include  membership  in  the  Masons  and  Koyal  Arch 
Chapter,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  is  trustee  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  of 
Wichita  Falls.  His  wide  circle  of  friends  testifies  to 
his  universal  popularity. 

Frank  H.  Gohlke,  of  the  firm  of  Bean  &  Gohlke, 
real  estate  dealers,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  was  born  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  December  14,  1875,  and  has  in 
his  make-up  a  mixture  of  German  and  Swiss  blood.  His 
father,  John  G.  Gohlke,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1831 
and  in  1846,  a  boy  in  his  teens,  came  to  America  and 
settled  at  Victoria,  Texas.  About  the  close  of  the  Civil 
war,  he  was  married  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  Anna  B. 
Holdrigher,  and  shortly  afterward  they  took  up  their 
residence  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  they  remained 
until  his  death,  and  where  his  widow  is  still  living.  She 
was  born  in  Switzerland  in  1839  and  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  country  since  her  twelfth  year,  the  first  few 
years  of  her  life  here  having  been  spent  in  New  Or- 
leans, Louisiana.  Of  the  children  born  to  John  G.  and 
Anna  B.  Gohlke,  five  are  living,  three  being  residents 
of  Texas. 

Frank  H.  Gohlke  grew  up  in  his  native  city  and  re- 
ceived his  education  there.  After  completing  his  work  in 
the  public  schools  he  took  a  course  in  a  commercial  col- 
lege, and  his  first  position  in  the  business  world  was  that 
of  clerk  in  a  railroad  office.  Afterward  he  was  succes- 
sively in  express"  service,  commercial  club  work,  news- 
paper work,  and  real  estate  business.  From  1904  to 
1908  he  was  assistant  secretary  of  the  Spokane  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  secretary  of  the  Washington  State  Live 
Stock  Association,  secretary  of  the  Spokane  Mining  Ex- 
change, and  secretary  of  the  Wichita  Falls  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  becoming  the  first  secretary  of  that  com- 
mercial club  under  its  reorganization  in  1908,  and  which 
was  probably  the  first  organization  in  the  South  to 
raise  and  expend  a  fund  of  $10,000  for  publicity  work 
in  a  city  of  6,500  population.  ;Mr.  Gohlke  is  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Developers  Oil  &  Gas  Company  of 
Wichita  Falls,  Clay  County,  Texas,  and  is  identified'with 
the  real  estate  business  here  under  the  firm  stvle  of 
Bean  &-  Gohlke. 

Politically,  Mr.  Gohlke  was  formerly  a  Republican  but 
now  aftilintes  with  the  Progressive  party. 

July  16.  1904,  at  Louisville.  Kentucky,  Frank  H. 
Gohlke  and  Callie  Lee  Brashear  were  united  in  marriage, 
and  to  them  have  been  given  two  children:  Bernice  B.. 
born  February  3.  1906.  at  Spokane,  Washington,  and 
Robert  Lee,  born  January  27.  1911,  at  Wichita  Falls. 
Texas.  Mrs.  Gohlke  is  a  native  of  Louisville  and  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Brashear  of  that  place,  the  date 
of  her  birth  being  February  27,  1884.  Both  her  par- 
ents and  grandparents  were  slave-owning  planters  of 
Kentuckv. 

As  indicated  in   the  mention   of  Mr.   Gohlke' 


business  connections,  he  spent  some  time  in  the  North- 
west. And  he  has  traveled  over  a  major  portion  of 
the  United  States.  This  experience  has  given  him  stand- 
ards for  comparison,  and  it  is  his  opinion  that  Texas 
oft'eis  some  of  the  greatest  opportunities  for  develop- 
ment and  advancement  that  an  earnest  worker  can  find 
anywhere. 

Judge  John  B.  Littler.  The  leading  attorney  in 
point  of  ability  and  extent  of  practice  in  Howard 
county.  Judge  Littler  has  been  identified  with  the  bar 
and  with  public  life  in  this  section  of  Texas  for  more 
than  twenty  years.  His  distinctive  place  in  the  affairs 
of  Howard  county  is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  he  held 
tlir  nilire  of  couuty  judge  for  ten  consecutive  years  and 
''11-  his  last  campaign  for  that-olEce  received  a  larger 
ii  I  •r.nn-  gratifying  majority  than  ever  before  in  his 
polii:ral  career.  He  came  out  to  Texas  a  young  lawyer 
from  Ohio,  and  has  gained  success  and  become  a  val- 
uable factor  in  the  public  service  of  his  county. 

Born  in  Highland,  Ohio,  September  15,  1865,  John  B. 
Littler  was  the  son  of  James  H.  and  Ann  (Dove)  Lit- 
tler, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ohio  and  are  now 
deceased.  His  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Highland  county.  He 
was  active  as  a  Democrat  in  a  county  which  was"  a  Re- 
publican stronghold,  and  his  individual  popularity  ia 
evidence  of  the  fact  that  despite  this  political  condition, 
he  served  his  county  for  twenty  years  in  the  oflBee  of 
Trustee.  His  death  occurred  in  February,  1904,  when 
sixty-nine  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  followed  him  six 
months  later  in  October,  1904,  when  sixty-three  years 
of  age.  They  reared  a  family  of  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  and  Judge  Littler  has  one  brother  in  Texas, 
Dr.  W.  D.  Littler.  Dr.  Littler  also  came  to  this  state 
iu  1891,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Mid- 
land. In  order  to  have  a  larger  field  for  his  ability,  he 
subsequently  moved  to  Fort  Worth,  where  he  is  now  one 
of  the  leaders  of  his  profession. 

John  B.  Littler,  as  a  boy  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  and  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Newby  &  Morrow  at  Hillsboro.  He  studied  law 
and  had  much  practical  experience  in  the  duties  of  a 
law  office  and  by  constant  observance  of  the  court  files 
and  other  legal  proceedings,  and  was  well  equipped  for 
his  profession  when  he  was  admitted  by  examination  be- 
fore the  supreme  court  of  Ohio  in  1890.  He  was  in 
practice  at  Hillsboro  until  the  end  of  1891,  and  then 
came  to  Texas.  His  first  location  was  at  Stanton  in 
Martin  county.  Being  one  of  the  early  lawyers  in  that 
locality  and  a  man  whose  popularity"  gave  him  much 
prestige,  after  a  brief  residence  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  county  judge  of  Martin  county,  in  1892.  He  re- 
signed this  ofSce  in  1894  in  order  to  locate  in  Big 
Springs,  where  he  opened  his  office  and  has  since  en- 
joyed a  liberal  share  of  the  legal  business  of  the  county. 
Judge  Littler  is  now  head  of  the  well  known  firm  of 
Littler  &  Pcnix.  In  1896  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  county  judge,  and  was  reelected  four  consecutiye 
times,  so  that  he  gave  ten  years  of  service  in  this  im- 
portant administrative  office."  Since  the  close  of  his  last 
term  in  1906  he  has  devoted  all  his  attention  to  private 
practice  and  now  enjoys  the  best  clientage  of  any 
lawyer  in  Howard  county.  Judge  Littler  is  local  at- 
torney for  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Railway,  an  office 
which  he  has  held  for  some  years,  and  is  also  attorney 
for  the  First  National  Bank  of  Big  Springs. 

Fraternally  the  judge  is  affiliated  with  Masonry  and 
has  attained  the  Knight  Templar  degrees  in  the  York 
Rite,  and  has  also  passed  all  the  chairs  in  the  lodge  of 
Odd  Fellows.  Mrs.  Littler  has  long  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  Rebekah  degree  of  Odd  Fellowship  and  was 
president  of  the  Rebekah  Assembly  at  Texas  in  1907. 
Judge  Littler  was  married  in  1901  to  Miss  Ervilla 
Holmes,   a  native   of   Ohio   and   daughter  of  Dr.   J.  W. 
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and  Mamie  Santee  Holmes.     The  only  child  of  their  mar- 
riage is  now  deceased. 

Judge  Littler  owns  about  one  thousand  acres  of  ranch 
land  in  Howard  county,  and  considerable  city  real  estate 
including  the  beautiful  home  in  Big  Springs.  He  and 
his  wife  are  prominent  members  of  the  social  circles  of 
the  city.  As  to  the  economic  and  industrial  future  of 
west  Texas,  particularly  in  Howard  county.  Judge  Lit- 
tler is  a  firm  believer  and  has  shown  his  faith  in  practi- 
cal fashion  by  investing  most  of  his  money  in  Howard 
county  lands,  and  hopes  to  increase  his  holdings  within 
a  few  years. 

Wade  H.  Walker,  M.  D.  In  the  medical  circles  of 
Wichita  Falls  probably  no  member  has  done  more  for 
the  preservation  of  the.  public  health  and  has  enjoyed  a 
more  satisfactory  practice  than  Dr.  Wade  H.  Walker. 
His  services  some  ten  j-ears  ago,  during  the  smallpox 
epidemic  in  this  city  will  long  be  remembered  grate- 
fully by  his  fellow  citizens. 

Dr.  Wade  H.  Walker  was  born  near  Eichmond,  Ken- 
tucky, December  1,  1875,  the  second  in  a  family  of 
children  born  to  Daniel  B.  and  Tabitha  (Burnside) 
Walker.  Both  the  father  and  mother  were  natives  of 
the  same  state,  and  the  father  was  a  farmer  and  stock 
raiser  in  Kentucky,  and  later  in  Texas.  During  the 
Civil  war,  though  very  young,  he  served  as  a  home 
guard  in  the  protection  of  the  women  and  children  from 
molestation  by  the  guerrillas  and  outlaws  that  infested 
that  section  of  the  country  during  the  war  times.  He 
assisted  in  the  support  of  his  widowed  mother,  and  after 
moving  to.  Texas  in  1891,  he  continued  his  active  career 
for  some  years,  and  finally  moved  to  Wichita  Falls, 
where  his  son  Dr.  Walker  provided  a  home  for  him  and 
his  wife,  who  are  stUl  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years,  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  seventy.  The  mother 
was  reared  and  received  her  early  education  at  George- 
town, Kentucky.  The  other  four  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters of  the  family  are:  Mrs.  E.  P.  Fox,  of  Fort  Worth: 
Dave  V.  Walker  of  Wichita  Falls;  Bates  D.  Walker,  of 
Claude,  Texas;  Mrs.  Susan  B.  Sheppard  of  Wichita 
Falls;  Mark  D.  Walker  of  Wichita  Falls;  and  James 
D.  Walker  of  Wichita  Falls. 

Dr.  Walker  as  a  boy  attended  the  Elliot  Institute  in 
Kentucky,  and  also  a  business  course  in  the  Draughon  's 
Business  College  of  Nashville,  Tenn..  finishing  that  por- 
tion of  his  education  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  He  had 
to  work  for  all  he  got  in  his  early  days,  and  between 
the  intervals  of  earning  his  way,  took  up  and  advanced 
himself  in  the  study  of  medicine.  He  finally  began 
practice  on  a  certificate  in  Wichita  Falls,  in  1898. 
He  entered  the  Medical  Department  of  Fort  Worth  Uni- 
versity in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  in  1897,  and  was  grad- 
uated M.  D.  in  1900.  His  ambition  has  always  been 
to  keep  abreast  of  all  advances  in  the  science  and 
practice  of  medicine  and  surgery,  and  for  this  reason 
he  has  studied  constantly  and  availed  himself  of  the  best 
opportunities  since  his  graduation  from  medical  college. 
In.  1909  he  was  at  the  Mayo  Clinic  and  Hospital  at 
Bochester,  Minnesota,  also  attended  the  Clinic  in  1912, 
and  took  a  course  in  the  Postgraduate  School  and  Hospi- 
tal of  Chicago  in  1903  and  another  one  in  1905.  His  first 
practice  was  at  Wichita  Falls,  after  which  he  spent  one 
year  in  Fort  Worth,  and  since  1901  has  continued  to  be 
identified  with  the  profession  in  Wichita  Falls.  He  is 
considered  one  of  the  ablest  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
this  city.  He  was  first  associated  with  Drs.  Burnside  and 
Coons,  until  Dr.  Coons  drew  out  of  the  firm  and  in  1911 
Dr.  Everitt  Jones  of  Galveston  became  a  member  of  the 
firm,  which  is  now  Burnside,  Walker  &  Jones,  Physicians 
and  Surgeons.  Dr.  Walker  is  local  surgeon  for  the  Fort 
Worth  &  Denver  City  Eailway,  having  held  that  post 
since  1901,  and  is  local  surgeon  for  the  Wichita  Valley 
Eailway,  is  medical  examiner  for  several  of  the  old-line 
life  insurance  companies  of  Wichita  Falls,  and  for 
several  of  the  fraternal  orders.    In  1901  occurred  an  out- 


break of  smallpox  in  Wichita  Falls.  Most  of  the  phy- 
sicians in  the  city  refused  to  administer  their  services 
to  the  victims,  and  Dr.  Walker  practically  took  charge  of 
the  situation,  and  handled  it  in  an  admirable  fashion, 
during  the  course  of  the  epidemic  treating  successfully 
some  two  hundred  patients. 

Dr.  Walker  is  a  member  of  the  Wichita  County,  the 
Pan-Handle,  and  the  Northwest  Texas  Medical  Societies, 
being  president  of  the  last  named  at  one  time,  also  be- 
longs to  the  State  Medical  Society  and  the  Southern  and 
the  American  Medical  Association.  His  fraternal  affilia- 
tions include  membeiship  in  the  Masonic  Order,  Wood- 
men of  the  World,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the 
Modern  Order  of  Pretorians,  the  Knights  and  Ladies 
of  Honor,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  His  politics  is  Democratic.  Since  he  was  twelve 
years  old  he  has  attended  and  been  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  and  is  now  deacon  in  the  church  at 
Wichita  Falls. 

In  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  June  3,  1908,  Dr.  Walker  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Esther  Howard,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Ellen  Howard,  her  father  having  formerly  been 
well  known  in  real  estate  circles  in  Tulsa.  Both  her 
parents  are  now  deceased.  The  two  children  born  to 
their  marriage  are:  John  Wade,  born  November,  1907, 
and  died  in  May,  1908;  and  Mary  Janette  Walker,  born 
in  December,  1911,  at  Wichita  Falls.  Dr.  Walker  owns 
some  valuable  real  estate  in  Wichita  Falls,  has  one  of 
the  beautiful  homes  of  the  city,  and  has  deservedly  pros- 
pered in  his  profession. 

James  William  Lowber,  Ph.  D.,  Sc.  D.,  F.  B.  G.  S.,  F. 
E.  A.  S.,  etc.,  a  resident  of  Texas  since  1888,  and  for 
many  years  pastor  of  the  Central  Christian  Church  of 
Austin,  Dr.  J.  W.  Lowber  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
churchmen  in  Texas,  and  few  men  in  the  ministry  of 
today  have  so  fully  realized  the  opportunities  of  their 
great  profession,  and  have  brought  to  it  greater  talent 
and  accomplishments  as  scholars,  teachers,  pulpit  ora- 
tors or  church  builders.  A  sympathetic  account  of  the 
career  of  Dr.  Lowber  was  written  several  years  ago 
by  Dr.  E.  J.  Briggs,  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Austin,  and  with  some  additions  to  bring  the 
article  down  to  date,  the  well  phrased  and  interesting 
biography  by  Dr.  Briggs  is  published  in  full  as  an  ap- 
propriate narrative  of  the  life  and  services  of  one  whose 
place  in  Texas  history  can  not  be  gainsaid: 

Dr.  Lowber  was  born  in  Nelson  county,  Kentucky. 
His  early  years  were  spent  on  a  farm,  face  to  face 
with  nature,  and  in  the  midst  of  those  healthful  rural 
pursuits  out  of  which  has  arisen  much  of  the  brain 
and  brawn  of  our  country.  He  early  developed  the 
faculty  of  observation  and  power  of  analysis,  and  a 
sensitiveness  to  all  the  objects  in  the  world  about  him, 
which  has  been  his  distinguishing  characteristics  in  the 
busy  and  successful  career  of  his  subsequent  manhood. 
Blessed  with  a  native  intellect,  acute  and  vigorous,  and 
burning  with  a  passion  for  knowledge,  he  took  to  books 
as  the  bee  takes  to  the  flowers.  The  difficulties  which 
environed  his  youth  were  transferred  into  the  spurs 
of  his  progress,  just  as  the  head  wind  to  the  Atlantic 
liner  gives  new  power  to  the  engine  by  furnishing  a  bet- 
ter draught  to  the  furnace.  He  soon  mastered  the  course 
of  instruction  in  the  ordinary  country  schools  of  the 
time,  and  jjlunged  into  wider  fields  at  his  own  instance 
and  of  his  own  choosing.  Books  of  life,  of  art,  of 
science,  of  philosophy  and  of  religion  were  eagerly 
sought  and  absorbed,  his  passion  for  knowledge  being 
the  kindling  flame  of  his  never-flagging  energy.  When 
he  entered  college — the  entire  expense  of  which  was  met 
by  himself  in  a  most  manly  way,  by  manual  labor,  by 
teaching  and  preaching — so  rapid  was  his  progref-s  and 
so  accurate  and  thorough  were  his  acquirements,  that 
on  entering  the  Junior  class,  by  recommendation  of  the 
Professor  of  Greek,  who  pronounced  him  the  most  thor- 
ough Greek  scholar  among  the  students  of  the  univer- 
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sity,  he  was  appoiuted  tutor  of  the  Greek  class.  With 
a  passion  for  knowledge  that  deepened  and  widened  by 
repletion,  a  faculty  for  detail  and  thoroughness  which 
left  no  nook  or  cranny  in  the  temple  of  any  science 
unexplored,  he  laid  the  foundation  for  the  clear,  con- 
sistent, vigorous  and  comprehensive  thinking  of  his  after 
life.  His  scholastic  attainments  are  somewhat  amazing 
in  this  age  of  specialism,  when  the  thorough  mastery 
of  one  science  or  ai't  is  regarded  as  the  work  of  a  life- 
time. He  is  more  or  less  familiar  with  seventeen  dif- 
ferent languages,  some  of  which  he  speaks  with  great 
accuracy  and  fluency.  He  holds  certificates  of  gradua- 
tion from  five  universities  and  diplomas  in  the  degrees 
of  A.  B.,  A.  M.,  Sc.  D.,  Ph.  D.  and  LL.D.,  all  of  which 
came,  not  as  honorary  degrees  in  recognition  of  his  at- 
tainments and  his  distinguished  services  as  educator, 
preacher  and  author,  but  as  the  guerdon  of  his  own 
toil,  and  his  persistent  determination  to  know  the  mean- 
ing and  relation  of  things  in  the  wonderful  universe  in 
which  God  had  placed  him. 

Though  amply  qualified  for  various  professional  pur- 
suits, on  leaving  the  university  career  Dr.  Lowber  chose 
the  Christian  ministry  as  his  life-work.  In  early  life 
he  had  connected  himgelf  with  the  Christian  church, 
known  as  the  Church  of  the  Disciples.  The  simplicity 
and  efficiency  of  its  policy,  its  liberal  ideas,  the  large 
freedom  of  thought  of  which  it  admits  in  questions  of 
ceremonial  and  dogma,  made  the  ministry  of  this  church 
an  inviting  field  to  one  who  was  a  student  and  investiga- 
tor, and  who  felt  the  moral  imperative  of  freedom  to 
preach  and  publish  his  conclusions. 

As  a  preacher.  Dr.  Lowber  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful both  as  pastor  and  evangelist.  He  has  been 
a  church-builder,  both  as  to  the  creation  of  commodious 
and  elegant  church  structures,  and  in  organizing,  en- 
larging and  compacting  into  permanence  the  congrega- 
tions that  worshiped  within  them.  For  some  years  he 
was  pastor  of  the  Christian  church  in  Scranton,  Penn- 
sylvania, at  which  time  he  was  also  president  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Christian  Conference.  He  served  most  ac- 
ceptably and  successfully  the  First  Christian  Church  of 
Paducah,  Kentucky,  and"  the  First  Christian  Church  of 
Fort  Worth,  Texas.  In  this  latter  relation  he  continued 
for  more  than  five  years,  during  which  time  he  built  up 
one  of  the  strongest  and  most  flourishing  Christian 
churches  in  the  state.  When  he  began  his  labors  the 
membership  numbered  less  than  two  hundred;  when 
he  concluded  them,  a  beautiful  church  building  had 
been  erected  at  a  cost  of  about  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars, the  membership  had  increased  to  nearly  eight  hun- 
dred, and  in  addition  there  vpere  two  successful  missions 
in  operation. 

In  1893  the  American  Christian  Missionary  Society 
invited  Dr.  Lowber  to  take  charge  of  its  mission  in 
Galveston.  He  began  his  work  in  Galveston  with  but 
little  more  than  a  dozen  members,  his  capital  being 
his  faith  in  God,  his  own  personal  energy,  and  the 
pledge  of  the  society  to  stand  by  him.  In  two  years 
he  had  built  a  central  place  of  worship  at  a  cost  of 
about  eight  thousand  dollars,  and  had  gathered  and 
organized  a  membership  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five.  The  officers  of  the  American  Board  complimented 
Dr.  Lowber  very  highly  upon  this  work,  pronouncing 
it  the  ' '  most  quickly  developed  work  ever  undertaken 
by  the  society, ' '  and  ' '  a  star  in  the  crown  of  the  Ameri- 
can Board." 

In  1896  the  Central  Christian  church  in  Austin  invited 
Dr.  Lowber  to  become  its  pastor.  This  invitation  was 
seconded  by  a  number  of  the  leading  Christian  preachers 
of  the  state.  It  was  the  worthy  ambition  of  the  Chris 
tian  church  in  Texas  to  build  up  a  strong  and  growing 
organi?ation  in  the  capital  city,  the  center  of  govern- 
ment and  of  learning  in  the  state.  For  such  work  Dr. 
Lowber  was  regarded  as  being  specially  equipped.  With 
the  consent  of  the  missionary  board  to  release  him,  and 
after  he  had  raised  the  last  dollar  of  indebtedness  on 


the  church  he  had  built  in  Galveston,  he  accepted  the 
call.  He  began  his  labors  in  Austin  in  March,  1897, 
and  the  whole  machinery  of  church  life  and  activity, 
taking  on  new  power  and  enthusiasm,  moved  forward 
in  such  rapid  and  substantial  progress,  that  in  April, 
1899,  what  had  been  considered  an  impossible  under- 
taking, became  a  stately  consummation  before  the 
eyes  of  the  people — one  of  the  handsomest  and  most 
commodious  stone  church  buildings  in  the  city,  and  even 
in  the  state,  was  dedicated. 

As  a  preacher.  Dr.  Lowber  is  luminous  and  instructive, 
and  not  without  a  good  degree  of  evangelical  pungency 
and  fervor.  His  style  is  terse  and  clear,  possessing  the 
elegance  of  simple  and  dignified  EngUsh,  without  any 
attempt  at  ornate  coloring  or  that  surface  glitter  which 
can  in  nowise  enhance  the  intrinsic  lustre  of  truth,  or 
eMi]ili,')si7,e  the  potency  of  great  thoughts.  He  seizes  his 
suImct'  witli  ;ni  :irute  and  comprehensive  analysis  which 
UKist,!^  It  111  ;,11  its  relations  from  the  ultimate  ramifica- 
tions 111  it>  uii't>  to  the  flowering  out  of  its  topmost 
branclit's.  He  can  open  a  luminous  pathway  through 
the  confused  conceptions  of  a  text,  or  the  tangled  under- 
growth of  a  continent  of  speculation,  as  few  men  can. 
No  one  can  sit  beneath  his  ministry  and  remain  unen- 
lightened, or  fail  to  see  that  truth  is  supreme  and  has 
the  profoundest  love  and  reference  of  the  preacher.  That 
great  statesman,  the  late  John  H.  Eeagan,  said :  "  I  go 
to  hear  Dr.  Lowber  for  two  reasons:  First,  I  can  hear 
him.  Second,  I  hear  something  when  I  go."  Elder 
T.  W.  Caskey,  who  was  a  frequent  attendant  upon  Dr. 
Lowber 's  ministry,  both  in  Fort  Worth  and  in  Galveston, 
said:  "I  think  I  have  heard  some  better  sermons  than 
I  ever  heard  Dr.  J.  W.  Lowber  preach,  but,  taking  his 
sermons  as  a  whole,  he  is  the  best  preacher  I  ever  heard. 
He  never  preaches  a  poor  sermon. ' '  There  are  thou- 
sands of  others  who  would  corroborate  this  witness  as 
true,  and  who  cherish  both  admiration  and  love  for  this 
consecrated  and  energetic  and  able  minister  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Dr.  Lowber  has  also  been  distinguished  and  very  use- 
ful as  an  educator.  In  1893,  he  was  elected  chancellor 
of  Add-Ean  University,  and  held  this  position  most 
acceptably  and  with  increasing  popularity  for  five  years, 
though  at  the  same  time  engaged  in  active  pastoral 
work.  While  chancellor  at  the  university  he  conducted  a 
post-graduate  department,  and  among  the  students  who 
pursued  the  courses  under  his  direction  and  instruction 
were  graduates  from  Oxford,  England;  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land; Columbia  University;  the  University  of  Indiana- 
polis; Drake  University,  and  other  leading  institutions. 
He  has  devoted  fully  twenty  years  of  his  life  as  teacher 
in  the  classroom,  from  the  public  s'chools  to  the  university. 
In  all  these  relations  he  was  distinguished  by  the  same 
mastery  of  his  subject,  lucid  exposition,  reverent  appre- 
ciation of  truth,  and  conscientious  devotion  to  his  work 
which  have  distinguished  and  made  eminent  his  ministry. 
When  the  chancellorship  of  Texas  Christian  University 
was  abolished.  Dr.  Lowber  was  offered  the  presidency. 
He  had  also  been  tendered  the  presidency  of  several  other 
colleges. 

In  1880  Dr.  Lowber  delivered  a  course  of  lectures  in 
Eichmond,  Virginia,  which  were  so  popular,  and  evinced 
such  a  profound  and  critical  mastery  of  Biblical  litera- 
ture, that  Colonel  Carey  and  Pastor  J.  Z.  Tyler,  of  the 
Seventh  Street  Christian  Church,  ofi'ered  to  raise  the 
money  necessary  for  his  maintenance  if  he  would  estab- 
lish a  Bilile  school  in  connection  with  the  University 
of  Virginia,  in  harmony  with  Thomas  Jefferson's  views. 
.\fterwards  he  received  a  forma!  proposition  from  the 
church  at  Charlottesville  and  the  Dis,  i|.l.  ,r  \  i-inia  to 
eftalilish  the  Bible  school,  and  aeco|ii  >"  with 

it,  the  pastorate  of  the  church  of  <  \  ■  ;  ■  -     This 

very  flattering  offer  he  was  compollol  t.  .1.  lii-  because 
of  other  engagements.  However,  he  became  ?o  interested 
in  such  work  that  when  he  removed  to  Austin  he  began 
a  course  of  lectures  specially  designed  for  the  students 
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of  the  university,  which  he  continued  until  the  establish- 
ment of  the  present  Bible  Chair,  which  was  mainly  due 
to  his  initiative  and  personal  influence.  For  many  years 
Dr.  Lowber  has  lectured  regularly  at  the  Texas  Chris- 
tian University,  on  scientific,  philosophic  and  religious 
subjects,  and  his  coming  is  always  an  event  in  the 
student  life  of  the  university. 

As  a  lecturer  Dr.  Lowber  is  characterized  by  lumin- 
ousness  of  arrangement,  scholarly  method,  consecutive- 
ness  of  argument,  felicity  of  illustration,  and  unity  and 
sympathy  in  the  completed  product.  Things  that  are 
huddled  and  confused  in  the  students'  minds,  as  they 
listen  to  him,  hasten  to  fall  into  their  right  relations, 
and  harmoniously  adjust  themselves  to  right  laws  and 
principles  as  soon  as  they  feel  the  disposing  touch 
of  his  organizing  mind. 

It  is  undeniably  as  an  author  that  Dr.  Lowber  is  most 
widely  known,  for  through  his  books  he  has  stood  upon 
a  coign  of  vantage  from  which  he  has  reached  thousands 
who  never  heard  his  voice,  and  it  is  by  his  books  that  he 
shall  speak  long  after  his  voice  has  been  silenced  in 
death.  Dr.  Lowber  is  a  voluminous  writer  on  subjects 
of  art,  poetry,  philosophy,  science,  history,  morals  and 
religion,  and  his  books  have  received  favorable  notice 
and  comment,  not  only  in  America,  but  also  in  England 
and  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  "The  Struggles  and 
Triumph  of  the  Truth,"  "The  Devil  in  Modern  So- 
ciety," "The  Who  and  What  of  the  Disciples  of  Christ," 
' '  Cultura, ' '  and  ' '  Macrocosmus ' '  are  among  his  more 
notable  works.  (Since  this  written  Dr.  Lowber 's  latest 
book,  "Thought  and  Eeligion,"  or  "Contributions  of 
Philosophy  and  Theology, ' '  has  been  published  simul- 
taneously in  Boston  and  in  London.)  In  all  his  books, 
treating  of  a  wide  range  of  subjects,  he  evinces  a  perfect 
mastery  of  his  subject.  His  analyzing  intellect  leaves 
no  phase  of  it  unilluminated,  and  his  clear  and  cogent 
reasoning  carries  with  it  the  force  of  conviction  to  the 
mind  of  the  reader.  While  discussing  so  vast  a  range 
of  subjects,  and  subjects  upon  which  there  is  so  wide 
and  manifest  a  diversity  of  opinion,  he  is  never  warped 
by  prejudice,  nor  made  narrow  by  partisanism.  If,  when 
treating  of  great  social  evils,  some  righteous  indignation 
burns  through  his  terse  and  compact  sentences  against 
the  moral  apathy  of  society,  in  the  presence  of  such  in- 
excusable wrongs,  they  are  never  degraded  by  any  tone 
or  color  of  moral  malignity.  Indeea,  in  reading  Dr. 
Lowber 's  books,  one  would  judge  that  in  his  formative 
period  one  of  the  mightiest  masters  who  exercised  his 
great  influence  in  forming  his  method  of  thought,  was 
Cousin.  In  all  his  books  we  encounter  a  passion  for 
general  principles  and  that  eclecticism  which  seeks  to 
do  justice  to  every  philosophic  thinker  by  placing  his 
leading  thought  into  its  right  relations  with  the  results 
of  the  whole  philosophic  world.  His  effort  is  to  interpret 
rather  than  denounce  opinions  which  are  at  variance 
with  his  own,  feeling  that  opinions  will  stand  or  fall  as 
they  are,  or  are  not,  rooted  in  truth  of  things.  One  has 
but  to  read  his  books  to  see  that  he  regards  the  simple 
revelation  of  the  truth  as  the  one  sufficient  and  effectual 
exposure  and  denunciation  of  error.  It  is  the  blazing 
shield  of  Prince  Arthur,  that  was  only  to  be  unveiled  to 
strike  blindness  to  the  eyes  and  terror  to  the  hearts 
of  all  the  Orgoglios  and  Duessas  of  evil.  Some  of  his 
books  have  reached  the  seventh  edition,  and  there  is  yet 
no  appearance  of  any  decrease  in  the  demand  for  them. 

Dr.  Lowber 's  varied  and  accurate  scholarship,  and  the 
merit  of  his  contributions  to  different  departments  of 
science  and  literature,  have  been  recognized  and  highly 
commended,  not  only  in  his  own  country,  but  abroad. 
A.  Wilford  Hall,  who  was  an  able  and  original  writer 
on  scientific  and  philosophic  themes,  and  so  long  editor 
of  the  Microcosm,  thus  speaks  of  Dr.  Lowber  as  one  of 
his  valued  contributors:  "He  became  an  early  contribu- 
tor to  the  Microcosm,  and  his  terse  and  elegantly  written, 
philosophic   papers  we   are   proud  to   point   to   still,   as 


among  the  finest  specimens  of  logical  reasoning  to  be 
found  in  those  volumes. ' ' 

In  1S96,  Dr.  Lowber  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the 
Eoyal  Geographical  Society,  and  in  the  same  year  was 
elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Eoyal  Educational  Institute  of 
Scotland.  In  1S97  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Political  Science,  with  the  highest  honors,  from  the 
University  of  Wooster,  Ohio.  He  is  also  a  Doctor  of 
Philosophy  of  Syracuse  University,  Xew  York.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Congress  of  Arts  and  Sciences  which 
met  in  connection  with  the  Universal  Exposition  in  St. 
Louis,  iWissouri,  in  1904.  In  1905  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Eoyal  Societies  Club  of  London,  England. 
This  is  the  most  noted  literary  and  scientific  club  in  the 
world.  (Dr.  Lowber  in  July,  1913,  was  elected  for  mem- 
bership in  the  Authors  Club  of  London,  England.)  In 
1906  he  was  made  a  Fellow  of  the  American  Associa- 
tion for  the  Advancement  of  Science.  During  the  same 
year  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Eoyal  Asiatic 
Society  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  In  March  of  the 
same  year  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Italian 
Mathematical  Society.  In  November  of  the  same  year 
he  received  the  diploma  of  the  Astronomical  Society  of 
France.  In  1907  he  was  made  a  Fellow  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquarians  of  Scotland,  a  "society  established  by 
royal  charter,  and  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  noted  in 
the  world.  In  190S,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Eoyal 
Scottish  Geographical  Society,  out  of  fifty  new  members 
elected.  Dr.  Lowber  i^as  one  of  only  four  who  were 
awarded  the  diploma  of  Fellow.  This  diploma  is  consid- 
ered of  equal  value  to  Doctor  of  Science  in  any  one  of 
the  great  universities.  Dr.  Lowber  is  also  a  Fellow  of 
the  Eoyal  Astronomical  Society  and  a  member  of  the 
Eoyal  Society  of  Arts  in  London.  (Dr.  Lowber  is  a  life 
member  of  Hill  City  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  is  Ex-prelate 
of  the  Knights  Templar;  a  thirty-second  degree  Scot- 
tish rites  Mason,  and  a  member  of  Ben  Hur  Temple, 
A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.  He  is  an  Ex-chief  Patriarch  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  a  Past  chancellor 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  an  ex-Chaplain  and  Life 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.) 

Thus  the  honors  of  his  own  and  of  other  lands  have 
rained  upon  this  accomplished  man  of  letters,  and  con- 
sistent champion  of  the  truth,  almost  ' '  as  thick  as  leaves 
in  Valombrosa."  These  are  commanding  testimonials  to 
the  merit  of  his  works,  and  to  his  worth  as  a  man,  and 
a  sufficient  guarantee  that  his  work  shall  live  after  him. 
Dr.  Lowber  wears  this  vast  and  glittering  accumulation 
of  honors  with  all  the  guilelessness  of  a  child,  and  no 
one  could  ever  suspect,  on  encountering  him  in  the  daily 
and  devoted  discharge  of  his  pastoral  duties  in  Austin, 
that  his  name  is  mentioned  admiringly  in  the  great  lit- 
erary and  scientific  societies  over  half  the  civilized  world. 
But  it  is  here  that  we  discover  the  chief  attraction  of 
the  man.  The  man  is  ever  greater  than  his  work.  Char- 
acter is  the  culminating  dignity  and  glory  of  human  life. 
And  Dr.  Lowber  has  so  long  looked  into  the  mirror  of 
the  Master  that  he  has  caught  the  same  image,  and  grown 
into  it  from  glory  to  glory,  as  by  the  spirit  of  the  Lord. 
Every  attribute  and  faculty  of  the  man,  every  honor  and 
distinction  which  have  come  to  him  by  the  just  and 
admiring  recognition  of  his  fellows,  have  all  been  woven 
into  a  votive  wreath,  and  hung  upon  the  cross  of  Christ. 
He  is  first  of  all  a  Christian  man,  a  devoted  disciple  of 
Jesus  Christ,  exclaiming,  as  Paul  did:  "I  count  all 
things  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
my  Lord. ' ' 

In  his  book  "The  Struggles  and  Triumphs  of  the 
Truth, ' '  is  found  the  following  dedication  by  the  author : 
' '  To  my  wife,  Maggie  P.  Lowber,  who  sympathizes  with 
and  assists  me  in  all  my  literary  work. ' '  And  opposite 
the  title  page  of  that  same  book  appear  the  likenesses 
of  Mrs.  Lowber  and  Dr.  Lowber.  There  is  a  fitness  in 
this  association  which  finds  its  explanation  in  the  ancient 
law:     "It  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone.     I  will  make 
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a  helpmate  for  him."  She  has  been  his  right  hand  in 
all  his  vast  and  diversified  labors.  She  has  sat  by  his  side 
tar  into  the  small  hours  of  the  night,  reading  aloud 
from  pondrous  volumes  of  art,  literature,  philosophy  and 
science,  pouring  their  varied  grist  into  the  ever-waiting 
and  capacious  hopper  of  his  intellect,  to  be  ground  out 
into  fresh  products  of  evolution  and  of  beauty,  until  she 
has  become  almost  as  learned  as  her  distinguished  hus- 
band. Though  she  shares  not  the  fame  of  his  b\3oks  in 
the  world's  eyes,  yet  she  is  vitally  interwoven  with  them 
all,  so  much  so  that  had  Mrs.  Lowber  never  been,  per- 
haps the  books  should  not  have  been.  She  has  been 
of  vital  help  to  him  also  in  his  pastoral  work,  and  on 
the  lecture  platform  has  won  more  plaudits  by  her  grace- 
ful and  animated  elocution  than  the  Doctor  has  by  his 
lectures,  so  brimming  with  facts  and  useful  knowledge, 
and  so  inspiring  in  their  appeal  to  all  that  is  best  and 
noblest  in  humanity.  (Mrs.  Lowber 's  maiden  name 
was  Maggie  Pleasant  DeBaun,  and  she  was  born  in 
Kentucky.  She  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts 
from  the  Texas  Christian  University  while  Dr.  Lowber 
was  chancellor  of  that  institution,  and  has  taken  post- 
graduate work  in  the  University  of  Texas,  being  also  a 
graduate  from  the  Texas  School  of  Oratory.) 

In  1907,  these  two,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lowber,  made  an 
extensive  tour  through  Europe,  visiting  nearly  all  the 
leading  countries  and  cities  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Con- 
tinent. They  were  both  eminently  fitted,  by  their  wide 
and  varied  reading,  to  enjoy  and  profit  to  the  full  by 
the  great  privileges  and  opportunities  of  such  a  trip. 
They  returned  in  the  fall  to  resume  their  work  in  the 
Central  Christian  Church,  where  they  are  both  honored 
and  beloved,  and  where  they  have  accomplished  a  work 
that  shall  abide  the  test  of  the  last  day. 

Although  Dr.  Lowber  has  taught  from  the  common 
school  to  the  presidency  of  a  college  and  chancellor  of  a 
university,  and  has  been  a  pastor  more  than  thirty 
years,  he  was  never  a  candidate  for  any  position  in  his 
life.  The  colleges  and  churches  have  sought  him,  and 
not  he  them.  Thus  far  he  has  added  to  the  church  (up 
to  the  close  of  1913)  12,437  persons,  more  than  one-half 
of  whom  were  by  baptism  or  restoration.  Several  years 
ago  he  started  a  social  reform  movement,  which  has  met 
with  encouraging  success.  More  than  thirty  thousand 
persons  have  accepted  his  social  reform  pledge  (up  to 
the  close  of  1913),  and  resolved  to  live  higher  social  and 
spiritual  lives.  He  is  now  a  lecturer  at  different  colleges 
and  universities. 

Otto  Stehlik.  Mr.  Stehlik  is  one  of  Wichita  Falls 
progressive  and  energetic  business  men.  He  started 
out  in  life  a  poor  boy,  and  then  went  into  the  business 
world  without  any  capital.  Since  then  through  his 
energy  he  has  become  one  of  the  leading  real  estate 
brokers  of  Wichita  Falls,  and  is  very  loyal  and  energetic 
in  behalf  of  every  movement  for  the  betterment  and  im- 
provement of  this  splendid  commercial  center  of  North 
Texas. 

Otto  Stehlik  was  born  at  West,  McLennan  county, 
Texas,  December  26,  1881.  He  belongs  to  a  family  of 
Bohemian-Americans,  a  class  of  people  who  are  noted 
for  their  sturdiness,  industry,  and  strong  mental  char- 
acteristics. Joseph  Stehlik,  his  father,  was  born  in 
Moravia,  Austria,  and  came  to  America  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  settling  in  Colorado  county,  Texas.  He 
married  Miss  Theresa  Marek,  who  was  born  in  Bohemia, 
was  twelve  years  old  when  her  parents  came  to  Texas, 
in  which  state  she  was  educated  and  married.  Her  death 
occurred  in  1895  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  The 
father  was  engaged  in  stock  raising  in  Colorado  county, 
later  moved  to  McLennan  county,  which  was  his  home 
until  1911,  and  now  resides  in  Wichita  Falls  at  the  age 
of  sixty,  being  retired  from  business.  Of  the  three  chil- 
dren, Otto  was  the  second.  He  attended  school  in  Mc- 
Lennan county,  but  when  a  boy  left  his  books  in  order 
to  take  up  the  practical  work  of  life,  and  filled  various 


minor  places  of  responsibility  until  1906.  He  came  to 
Wichita  Falls  in  that  year  and  established  an  office  in 
the  real  estate,  oil,  and  cotton  business,  and  by  his 
square  methods  of  doing  business  has  built  up  a  large 
trade,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  best  men  in  his  line 
in  the  county. 

He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  Democratic  politics, 
and  has  served  as  delegate  to  the  state  convention.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason  and  a  Shriner, 
and  also  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Progressive 
Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Wichita  Falls 
Commercial  Club,  and  his  church  is  the  Presbyterian. 

In  Wichita  Falls,  March,  1908,  Mr.  Stehlik  married 
Miss  Johnnie  Berry,  whose  father  was  a  farmer  and 
now  resides  at  Fort  Worth.  The  four  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stehlik  are:  Melba  Euth,  born  at  Wichita 
Falls,  January  15,  1909;  Otto  and  Williard,  twins,  born 
August  28,  1910;  and  Thelma  May,  born  March  6,  1913, 
Wichita  Falls  being  the  birthplace  of  all  the  children. 
Mr.  Stehlik  is  very  fond  of  all  outdoor  pursuits,  and 
is  a  man  whose  career  with  its  great  promise  of  success 
is  still  largely  before  him. 

Edgar  P.  Haney.  One  of  the  best  managed  and  most 
influential  newspapers  of  North  Texas  is  the  Wichita 
SearcMight,  the  founder  of  which  is  Edgar  P.  Haney, 
who  has  had  an  active  career  in  journalism  and  in  educa- 
tional work  during  the  past  ten  years.  Mr.  Haney  is  a 
young  man  a  little  more  than  thirty,  and  yet  has  accom- 
plished many  things  that  stamp  him  as  a  man  of  ability 
and  worthy  achievements. 

Edgar  P.  Haney  was  born  at  Prospect,  in  Clay  county, 
Texas,  February  3,  1882.  His  parents  were  Wallace  W. 
and  Candace  Myxia  Haney,  both  of  whom  were  reared 
in  Tennessee,  and  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Clay  county.  Mr.  Haney  attended  the  local  schools  of 
north  Texas,  and  in  May,  1902,  was  graduated  from 
the  Oakland  high  school  at  Oakland,  Oklahoma.  For 
several  consecutive  summers  he  attended  summer  nor- 
mals and  his  first  professional  experience  was  in  teach- 
ing. He  spent  five  years  as  superintendent  of  schools 
at  Byers,  Texas.  During  the  school  sessions  of  1907- 
'08-  '09,  Mr.  Haney  was  a  student  in  the  University  of 
Texas.  In  the  meantime  on  October  13,  1905,  he  had 
established  at  Wichita  Falls  the  SearcMifjht  and  is  now 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  Searchlight  Pub- 
lishing Company,  printers  and  publishers. 

While  his  work  as  a  publisher  and  as  a  teacher  has 
absorbed  much  of  his  time,  Mr.  Haney  has  also  t.aken 
a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  particularly  in  state 
legislation.  He  represented  the  One  Hundredth  District 
two  terms  in  the  lower  house  of  the  legislature,  being 
first  elected  in  1910,  and  re-elected  in  1912.  At  Austin, 
Mr.  Haney  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  education 
during  the  thirty-second  legislature,  and  during  the 
thirty-third  session  was  chairman  of  constitutional 
amendments.  To  his  credit  must  be  assigned  the  author- 
ship of  the  text  book  law,  the  rural  high  school  law, 
and  the  bill  raising  the  scholastic  age.  All  of  these  are 
progressive  measures  increasing  the  efficiency  and  scope 
of  Texas  educational  system.  In  politics  Mr.  Haney  is 
what  is  called  a  Progressive  Democrat.  He  has  mem- 
bership in  the  Texas  Press  Association,  and  fraternally 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  since  1904,  having  served  as  district  deputy 
from  1908-1909.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World,  the  Modem  Woodmen  of  America, 
and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Mr.  Haney  and  famUy 
worship  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church' south. 

At  his  native  tovpn  of  Prospect  in  Clay  county,  on 
June  25,  1902,  Mr.  Haney  married  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Blalaek,  of  Prospect,  her  parents  hav- 
ing been  pioneers  of  Clay  county.  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Haney 
have  known  each  other  since  infancy,  were  reared  in  the 
same  neighborhood  and  attended  the  same  local  school. 
Their  three  children  are:     Leo  Draper  Haney,  aged  ten; 
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Gladys  Fae  Haney,   age  six;   and  Mary  Louise  Haney, 
age  two. 


Daniel,  M.  D.  A  physician  and  surgeon 
with  a  good  record  and  with  a  growing  clientage  In 
Wichita  Falls,  Dr.  Daniel  is  a  native  Texan,  was  reared 
in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  state,  and  has  been  ac- 
tively identified  with  his  profession  for  more  than  ten 
years. 

Joseph  E.  Daniel  was  born  in  Red  Eiver  county,  Texas, 
May  31,  1878,  a  son  of  W.  C.  and  Mary  (Parker)  Daniel. 
At  Clarksville  Texas,  resides  his  parents,  his  father  at 
the  age  of  seventy-eight  and  his  mother  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three,  both  hale  and  hearty  old  people,  who  have 
well  carried  the  responsibilities  of  life,  and  have  been 
blessed  with  a  large  family.  They  had  fifteen  children, 
of  whom  the  doctor  was  one  of  twins,  and  the  tenth  in 
order  of  birth.  The  father  and  mother  were  both  born 
in  Georgia,  and  after  the  Civil  war  moved  to  Texas  and 
located  in  Eed  Eiver  county.  That  was  before  the  first 
railroad  line  was  built  through  that  section  of  the  stato, 
and  the  father  was  for  many  years  active  as  a  farmer 
and  stock  raiser.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in 
the  Seventeenth  Louisiana  Eegiment,  served  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end,  and  was  never  wounded.  He  fought 
at  Shiloh,  was  at  the  Siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  partici- 
pated in  many  other  engagements  of  that  long  and 
bloody  war. 

Dr.  Daniel  was  reared  in  Red  Eiver  county,  attended 
the  local  schools,  and  then  lived  at  home  and  by  hard 
work  obtained  part  of  the  means  which  enabled  him  to 
complete  his  preparation  for  his  profession.  He'  entered 
the  Memphis  Medical  College,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  1901,  and  subsequently  took  post  graduate  work  at 
New  Orleans  in  1903,  and  in  1907.  His  first  practice 
was  in  his  home  county  of  Eed  Eiver,  where  he  remained 
for  five  years.  He  then  moved  to  Olney,  where  he  spent 
another  five  years  and  built  up  an  excellent  business. 
In  1910  he  came  to  Wichita  Falls,  and  has  since  come 
into  favor  of  a  great  many  residents  of  this  vicinity.  He 
has  membership  in  the  Wichita  County  Medical  Society 
and  the  State  Medical  Society.  His  fraternal  affiliations 
are  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Or- 
der of  Elks.  His  church  is  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
South,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  Besides  his 
private  practice  Dr.  Daniel  serves  the  Wichita  Southern 
Life  Insurance  Company  as  its  medical  director. 

At  Olney,  Texas,  December  19,  1909,  Dr.  Daniel  mar- 
ried Miss'Estella  Campbell,  a  daughter  of  W.  T.  and 
Frances  (Wolf)  Campbell.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Daniel 
still  live  at  Olney,  and  were  formerly  residents  of  Lamar 
county. 

Clifford  Braly.  Although  Clifford  Braly  is  one  of 
the  younger  attorneys  in  Dalhart,  Texas,  he  is  one  of 
the  most  successful  and  popular,  not  only  in  Dalhart, 
but  also  in  this  section  of  the  state.  A  professional  man 
who  has  started  out  a  poor  boy  in  life  must  always  be 
credited  with  an  unusual  amount  of  courage  and  per- 
severance, for  the  way  of  the  student  who  would  be- 
come a  lawyer  or  a  doctor  is  long  and  wearisome,  and 
what  is  perhaps  of  more  importance,  expensive.  That 
Clifford  Braly  won  his  struggle  by  his  own  efforts,  is 
only  another  way  of  saying  that  he  has  the  qualities 
necessary  to  success.  A  hard  and  close  student,  a  bril- 
liant lawyer,  and  a  conscientious  business  man,  Mr. 
Braly  has  made  a  high  place  for  himself  in  Dalhart. 

Clifford  Braly  is  a  native  of  Texas,  having  been  born 
in  Milam  county,  on  the  12th  of  July,  1881.  His  father 
W.  T.  Braly  came  to  Texas  in  1880,  when  the  state  was 
just  beginning  to  attract  attention.  He  is  a  farmer  and 
is  living  in  Milam  county,  Texas,  having  reached  the 
age  of  fifty-six.  He  married  Mary  Louise  Frierson,  who 
was  born  in  Lee  county.  Mississippi,  he  himself  also 
being  a  native  of  that  state.     Mrs.  Braly  is  now  aged 


fifty  and  lives  with  her  husband  in  Milam  county.  Of 
the  six  children  born  to  this  union  Clifford  Braly  was 
the  eldest  child. 

When  the  lad  was  old  enough  he  was  sent  to  the 
common  schools  of  Milam  county,  and  after  completing 
the  work  offered  in  their  curriculum,  he  left  school 
temporarily,  and  entered  the  attorney  general 's  ofSee 
at  Austin.  Here  he  remained  for  five  years  and  dur- 
ing this  time  he  studied  law.  At  the  end  of  this  period 
he  matriculated  in  the  law  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Virginia,  where  he  was  a  student  for  one  year. 
He  then  returned  to  Austin,  this  being  in  1905,  and 
entered  the  land  oflice,  serving  here  for  several  months. 
He  next  entered  the  treasury  department  and  served 
under  state  treasurer  Eobbins  and  remained  here  from 
the  fall  of  1905  to  June,  1906.  In  1905  he  entered  the 
Uuiversity  of  Texas  attending  lectures  as  many  hours  as 
possible  when  not  on  duty  in  the  State  Treasurer  's  office. 
After  finishing  his  examination  in  June,  he  was  nomi- 
nated for  the  state  legislature  to  which  he  was  elected 
during  that  year  1906. 

He  served  in  this  thirtieth  legislature  which  convened 
in  July,  1907,  as  the  flotorial  representative  from  Milam 
and  Robertson  counties  for  one  term.  In  the  fall  of 
1907,  he  came  to  Amarillo,  Texas,  and  began  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  He  was  thus  engaged  until  1909,  during 
the  summer  which  year  he  removed  to  Dalhart,  and 
there  he  has  been  living  ever  since.  He  has  built  up 
a  flourishing  practice  and  has  won  many  friends  since 
coming  to  this  section.  In  connection  with  a  general 
law  practice,  Mr.  Braly  together  with  his  associate, 
W.  B.  Ghaunoey,  are  the  local  attorneys  for  the  Fort 
Worth  and  Denver  City  Eailway  Company  for  Dallam 
and  Hartley  counties.  He  has  interested  himself  in  liusi- 
ness  matters  to  the  extent  of  being  vice-president  of 
the  Eowe  Hardware  Company,  one  of  the  important 
firms  of  Dalhart. 

lu  politics  Mr.  Braly  is  a  Democrat  and  has  always 
taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  party.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  national  college  fraternity,  Sigma 
Alpha  Epsilon,  and  belongs  to  the  Arrowhead  Club  at 
the  State  University.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias. 

On  the  14lh  of  June,  1910,  Mr.  Braly  was  married 
to  Miss  Mabelle  Allison  Oonsidine,  at  Amarillo,  Texas. 
Mrs.  Braly  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  J.  and  Angela 
Considine,  who  are  living  in  Amarillo,  where  Mr.  Con- 
sidine  is  director  of  the  United  States  Weather  Bureau. 
Two  sons,  Clifford  Braly,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  Considine 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Braly,  the  elder  born  on 
the  16th  of  May,  1911,  in  Dalhart,  and  the  younger 
October  12,  1913. 

Harrt  Porter  Noake.  In  that  group  of  business  men 
who  might  .be  accounted  the  founders  and  upbuilders 
of  El  Paso 's  commercial  prosperity  during  the  last 
thirty  years,  the  late  Harry  Porter  Noake  had  a  con- 
spicuous rank.  Mr.  Xoake  came  to  this  city  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago,  at  an  early  period  in  its  modern  prog- 
ress, and  established  here  a  manufacturing  plant,  which 
under  his  supervision  and  active  control  became  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  prosperous  of  the  kind  in  the  south- 
west, and  at  which  he  continued  to  be  the  head  until  his 
death. 

Harry  Porter  Noake,  whose  death  occurred  at  his 
home  in  El  Paso  October  8,  1911,  was  born  at  St.  Thomas, 
Canada,  May  13,  1858.  The  family  moved  to  near 
Cleveland  when  he  was  a  boy,  and  in  that  city  he  grew 
up  and  attained  his  education.  At  an  early  age  he 
was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  carriage  manufacturing 
trade,  and  became  thoroughly  skilled  in  that  work.  After 
a  considerable  experience  in  his  regular  line  of  manu- 
facturing, Mr.  Noake  came  to  El  Paso  in  1888,  and  in  this 
young  western  city  established  the  H.  P.  Noake  Car- 
riage Manufacturing.    That  industry  absorbed  the  greater 
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part  of  his  time  anil  energy  for  more  than  twenty  years 
ami  its  siifcos'5  w.-t^  Inr^elv  a  monument  to  his  ability 
as    a    Inisin.s^    I.inl-lrv. 

In  Soi'iniM.  N,  w  .Mrxi.,,,  on  July  31,  1884,  Mr.  Noake 
marrif^il  Miss  KImmiit  .MrCalliard,  a  daughter  of  H.  D. 
and  Carrie  (Zeiyier)  JlcUalliard.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Franklin,  Warren  county,  Ohio,  in  June,  1837,  and 
her  mother  is  a  native  of  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  but 
they  were  married  at  Troy,  Ohio.  The  mother  and  father 
are  still  living,  making  their  home  in  El  Paso.  The  one 
child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noake  is  now  Mrs.  Carrie  Adine 
Stafford,  wife  of  T.  J.  Stafford  of  El  Paso,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  the  banking;  Imsiness.  The  late  Mr.  Noake 
was  athiiated  with  tlir  M,is,n,j,-  Order  through  the  thirty- 
two  degrees  of  Sintti-h  iliti'  :iiid  York  Eite,  and  the 
various  subordinate  biain-ln's,  and  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  polities 
he  always  maintained  an  independent  attitude.  A  branch 
of  his  retail  and  wholesale  business  was  maintained 
in  Chihuahua,  Mexico.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr. 
Noake  had  become  one  of  the  wealtliy  hkh  of  tlic  city, 
and  left  his  family  in  very  comforlnlilr  in  rmnslanrc^. 
By    his    large    business    operations    hi'    liml    I  cronir    w.ll 
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red  for  his  business  success 
the  thorough  integrity  which 
ized  all  of  his  transactions 
less  world. 


Elmore  Patrick  Greenwood.  A  degree  of  i 
business  such  as  most  men  attain  only  at  the  high  tide 
of  their  career  has  been  vouchsafed  to  Mr.  Greenwood 
before  completing  his  thirties.  He  began  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  success  when  a  boy.  borrowing  money  in 
order  to  complete  his  schooling,  and  working  hard  for 
every  stage  of  advancement.  His  steady  persistence  has 
won  him  a  place  among  the  representative  business  men 
of  North  Texas,  with  the  best  part  of  his  life  before 
him  in  which  to  magnify  his  success.  Mr.  Greenwood 
is  now  active  vice  president  and  general  manager  of 
the  Wichita  Southern  Life  Insurance  Company,  and  is 
well  known  among  insurance  circles  throughout  the  south- 
west. 

Elmore  Patrick  Greenwood  was  born  at  Cassville,  "in 
Barry  county,  Missouri,  August  4,  1875,  and  is  of  Scotch- 
Irish  ancestry.  His  father,  John  F.  Greenwood,  was 
born  in  Bentonville,  Arkansas,  and  during  the  Civil  war 
moved  to  Missouri.  He  was  a  Confederate  during  the 
war,  and  was  a  sou  of  a  distinguished  Arkansas  citizen. 
Grandfather  Alfred  B.  Greenwood  was  for  eight  years 
a  representative  in  congress  from  the  northern  district 
of  Arkansas,  and  during  President  Buchanan's  adminis- 
tration served  as  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs.  .Tolin 
P.  Greenwood,  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  but  followed 
the  lumber  business  for  many  years,  and  in  1877  came 
to  Texas,  settling  in  Eed  Eiver  county,  where  he  still 
has  his  home.  He  is  a  Poniocrat  in  politics.  The  maiden 
name  o£  his  wife  was  Mis':  Florence  Wright,  who  was 
born  in  Lynchburg.  Virginia,  and  who  died  in  Eed  Eiver 
countv  at  the  age  of  forty-seven,  in  February,  1S96. 
There  were  eleven  cliildren,  of  whom  Elmore  P.  was  the 
fourth. 

As  a  boy  he  spent  all  his  years  in  Eed  River  county, 
grew  up  in  the  country,  attended  the  common  schools, 
and  later  secured  the  means  to  complete  his  education  in 
a  hiffh  school.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  started  out 
for  himself,  nnalifying  for  teaching,  and  practiced  that 
profession  with  success  and  ability  in  Hopkins  county 
for  seven  years.  During  that  time  he  took  up  the  stndv 
of  law  for  two  years,  but  never  entered  the  profession, 
which  did  not  prove  thoroughly  tasteful  to  him.  From 
teaching  he  entered  the  life  insurance  field  as  a  coun- 
try solicitor.  He  first  wrote  business  for  the  Equitable 
Life  of  New  York.  He  began  in  life  insurance  in 
lOn.T,  and  from  the  beginning  showed  exceptional  adapt- 
ability and  successful  powers  in  that  line.     Prom  a  coun- 


try solicitor  he  went  ahead,  was  soon  known  as  one 
of  the  largest  business  getters   in   ToNas,  antj   cM'ntnally 

became  the  chief  spirit  in  tli,'  ..i  i^an  i/ai I'  tlir  w  i,  lita 

Southern  Life  Insmanr npaii\,  oi    \\\i\,\<  lie  has  suae 

been  active  vice  pvfsid.ait  and  •  ^^mcral  niaii.ai^ia-.  lie 
devoted  all  his  time  and  attention  to  this  company, 
and  its  record  is  one  of  which  both  he  and  the  entire 
city  of  Wichita  Falls  may  well  be  proud. 

Mr.  Cireenwood  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  when 
twenty  yrais  nld,  and  while  teaching  school,  served  a 
fciiii  as  |n-tir,>  of  the  peace  in  Hopkins  county.  He 
ii^it;ii(i|  tiun  the  office  before  the  exjjiration  of  his 
t.iin.  |-ialrinally  he  is  ntliliated  with  the  Knights  of 
r>i!i  a-  I.M,|-,.  ar  Snipliiir  Springs,  with  the  Benevolent 
aail  I 'iii'rrt  i\  ,_•  iirdrr  nt'  I'illis,  and  the  Independent  Order 
nt'  ih\.l  I'rllnws  ai  Salplinr  Springs.  He  is  also  an  in- 
fluential member  of  the  ('liaiiiber  of  Commerce,  and  is 
on  the  board  of  stewards  of  the  Jlethodist  Church  South 
in  Wichita  Falls. 

November  12,  1899,  at  Pine  Forest,  in  Hopkins  count.y, 
li.  nai"h-i  M  -s  Tvln.a  K.  Miiiter,  a  native  of  Texas, 
II  I  a  _i.'  Ill'  i;.  A.  and  Snsan  E.  ^Minter,  who  came 
li     '    1,,  I,   _        ami  wiMi'  anions  t lie  carlj'  settlers  of  Hop- 

kia-   •;.       I'll,,   tlirro  i-liildrrii   born   to   Jlr.   and   Mrs. 

Greinnvood  are:  Euliy  Ethel,  born  December  31,  1900, 
at  Pine  Forest ;  Patrick  Minter,  born  October  4,  1906,  in 
Sulphur  Springs;  and  Elizabeth,  born  August  10,  1908, 
at  Sulphur  Springs. 

James  C.  A.  Guest,  M.  D.  With  professional  con- 
nections of  the  highest  nnier,  Dr.  Guest,  since  1906, 
has  liiTonic  nni'  nf  flia  laailn-  |  il  i  \  - !.  la  iis  and  surgeons 
of  AViilnt.a  fall-.  Ill-  all'  1  I  .i  ,  -  I  iinice  are  backed 
liy  a  lalrn;  till'  niai, III-  1.1,1  -  ,  ..  I  mint  for  the  most 
|.iiilit..|l.li..  <i.  fli.-it  111-  sii,>,^..  lia-  iiiM.r  been  a  matter 
of   doubt. 

James  C.  A.  Guest  was  born  in  the  state  of  Texas 
at  Kingston,  December  13,  1873.  He  is  a  son  of  Joseph 
J.  and  Mary  T.  (Williams)  Guest,  the  father  a  native 
of  Texas,  and  the  son  of  a  pioneer,  and  the  mother  a 
native  of  Arkansas.  The  father  is  a  lumber  dealer,  and 
a  successful  man,  and  now  has  his  home  at  Haskell,  is 
a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  South.  The  mother  is  also  still  living.  The  old- 
est of  eight  children.  Dr.  James  C.  A.  Guest  received 
his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Celeste,  and 
alsa  attended  high  school,  and  in  1903  was  graduated 
M.  D.  from  the  Memphis  Hospital  Medical  College. 
Immediately  on  graduating  he  began  practicing  'at 
Lingleville,  Texas,  where  he  was  in  practice  for  three 
years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1906  moved  to  Wichita  Falls 
where  he  has  since  enjo.ved  a  large  general  practice. 
In  1910,  he  took  post  graduate  work  in  the  New  Orleans 
Polvi'linic.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Wichita  County 
At,., Ural  Sni.i,.tv,  the  Texas  State  Medical  Society,  and 
is  i.x.iniMiii  fur  a  number  of  insurance  companies,  in- 
clnilin-  till'  Amicable  of  Waco,  the  Guarantee  Life  of 
iriinsiiin.  til,,  cicaf  Southern  Insurance  Company,  the 
San  Aniiiniri  l.if,.  Tiisnrnnce  Company,  and  is  also  ex- 
.■iiiiiini  ti.r  ilii.  WiMi.linen  and  the  Woodmen's  Circle, 
.■in.i  fill  till.  Wiiliiia  Siitithcni  Life  Insurance  Company. 
I'la  .,..a  ■  ■!.  .a,  -,,.  I-  ./.,.||  1,11...- 11  as  a  member  of 
M-i  I  .  .  •..  .,  I  -  ta:  .  •.  all  ■■  a.  .la.rs  of  the  Y'ork 
l.'i'.  .  •    1".     ■!  -I..   .       !  .  '   lajs  to  the  Eastern 

Slai,    -l,..     l:..| liaa     an. I     rn.ti'.  Ir-i'    unler    of    Elks.    the 

Kiiiulils  of  Pythias,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  the 
Kiiii^hts  nml  Ladies  of  Honor.  His  connections  with 
social  and  official  activities  comprise  also  membership 
in  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  a  steward  and 
has  served  during  the  past  vear  as  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Stewards  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South  at  Wichita  Falls. 

At  Sulphur  Springs,  Texas,  June  2S,  l.<^97.  Dr.  Guest 
married  :\Iiss  Minnie  ilay  Swcetoti.  Afrs.  Guest  was 
born  in  Tennessee,  but  was  reared  and  clucated  in 
Texas,    her    father   being    Eev.    J.    M.    Sweeton.      Their 
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one  son  James  Wilbur,  was  born  in  Wichita  Falls,  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1913.  Dr.  Guest  owns  a  comfortable  Lome  at 
1602  Tenth  Street,  and  his  offices  are  in  the  Kemp- 
Kell  Building. 

Eev.  Constantine  Martix  Beyer,  pastor  of  St.  Paul 's 
Lutheran  Church,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  was  born  August 
24,  1882,  at  Altenburg,  Perry  county,  Missouri,  son  of 
George  M.  and  Sarah  (Kramer)  Beyer,  the  former  a 
native  of  Bavaria  and  the  latter  of  Saxony.  George 
M.  Beyer  vras  brought  to  America  by  his  parents  about 
1851,  when  about  eight  months  of  age,  and  vras  reared 
and  educated  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  where  his  par- 
ents settled.  His  whole  life  has  been  devoted  to  the 
work  of  teaching.  For  forty-three  years  he  was  a 
parochial  school  teacher  at  Altenburg,  the  cradle  of  the 
Missouri  Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  the  past 
ten  years  he  has  been  retired,  still  living  at  Altenburg.  His 
wife  was  about  one  year  old  when  she  came  to  America 
with  her  parents,  their  settlement  being  at  Altenburg, 
where  she  was  reared  and  married  and  where  she  is  still 
living.  They  became  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
of  whom  Constantine  M.  was  the  eleventh  born  and  is 
one  of  the  nine  now  living. 

Constantine  M.  Beyer  received  his  primary  education 
in  the  parochial  school,  under  his  father's  instruction, 
and  remained  at  Altenburg  until  he  was  fifteen.  At 
that  age  he  was  sent  to  Concordia  College  at  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana,  where  he  spent  six  years,  and  following  which 
term  he  took  a  theological  course  at  Concordia  Seminary, 
St.  Louis,  Missouri.  He  graduated  at  the  last  named 
institution  in  the  spring  of  1906,  and  in  September  of 
that  year  he  entered  the  ministry  and  took  charge  of  the 
mission  field  extending  from  Big  Spring  to  Abilene, 
Texas.  After  five  j'ears  of  efficient  work  there,  he  was 
transferred  to  his  present  charge  at  Wichita  Falls.  He 
is  the  fourth  pastor  of  this  church,  which  now  has  a  mem- 
bership of  145,  and  which  under  his  pastorate  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition. 

Mr.  Beyer  is  an  aggressive  worker  and  exerts  an  in- 
fluence for  good  that  touches  alike  the  old  and  the  young 
people  of  his  own  congregation  and  also  is  felt  outside 
his  own  immediate  charge.  Ardent  sincere  earnestness 
characterizes  all  his  work.  He  resides  at  1411  Eleventh 
street,  Wichita  Falls,  and  is  enthusiastic  over  the  future 
outlook  for  this  city.     Mr.  Beyer  is  unmarried. 

G.  0.  Davis.  All  his  life  G.  C.  Davis  has  spent  in 
Texas,  where  he  was  born  in  Robertson  county,  on  De- 
cember 31,  1884,  and  in  consideration  of  his  early  ad- 
vantages, or  the  lack  of  them,  it  must  be  conceded  that 
he  has  made  an  exceptional  use  of  such  opportunities 
as  came  knocking  at  his  door.  He  is  today,  by  common 
consent,  regarded  as  the  leading  real  estate  operator 
in  these  parts,  and  he  is  known  to  be  a  genuine  builder 
and  booster,  sparing  no  efforts  to  further  the  progress 
of  his  town  and  county.  He  was  only  twenty-two  years 
of  age  when  he  first  identified  himself  with  real  estate 
activities  in  Byers.  Having  been  up  to  that  time  occu- 
pied in  the  operation  of  his  mother's  stock  farm  in 
Archer  county,  the  young  man  proved  that  he  had  within 
him  qualities  that  ever  make  for  success,  and  he  has 
forged  rapidlv  ahead  in  the  years  that  have  passed. 

G.  C.  Davis  is  the  son  of  John  E.  and  Mollie  (Sim- 
mons) Davis,  both  natives  of  the  state  of  Georgia.  In 
1882  the  father  came  to  Texas,  and  all  his  life  he  was 
engaged  in  farming.  He  died  in  1899,  when  he  was 
only  fifty-one  years  old.  and  is  buried  in  Archer  county. 
He  met  and  married  his  wife  in  Georgia,  and  she  died 
in  July,  1911,  aged  about  sixty-eight  years.  She  was 
a  lifelong  member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  church  and 
was  a  devout  ehurehwoman  and  a  genuine  Christian  char- 
acter. Seven  children  were  born  to  John  and  Mollie 
Davis,  and  of  that  number  G.  C.  is  the  youngest. 

The  public  schools  of  his  native  community  afforded 
to   G.  C.   Davis  such   education   as  he  received,   and  he 


did  not  extend  his  attendance  thereon  beyond  the  age 
of  seventeen  years.  From  then  until  he  was  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  he  remained  at  home  and  busied  him- 
self with  the  care  of  his  mother  's  stock  farm  after  the 
death  of  his  father  in  1S99,  and  in  19U6,  he  came  to 
Byers,  here  becoming  identified  with  the  real  estate 
business  in  which  he  has  since  continued  with  much  suc- 
cess. In  addition  to  that  department  of  his  business, 
Mr.  Davis  also  operates  throughout  the  county  as  an 
insurance  man. 

Mr.  Davis  is  the  owner  of  some  exceptionally  valuable 
farm  lands  in  and  about  the  county,  and  is  everywhere 
recogniied  as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  success- 
ful young  men  of  the  county.  Not  merely  as  a  coming 
man,  but  as  one  who  has  already  arrived. 

A  Democrat,  as  any  man  should  be  who  writes  the 
initial  "  C "  after  the  Christian  name  of  Grover,  he 
gives  his  moral  support  to  the  principles  of  the  pui  ty, 
but  is  not  active  in  the  party  ranks  save  as  a  voter. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club,  and  is  espe- 
cially interested  and  active  in  any  movement  planned  to 
further  the  best  interests  of  Byers,  and  with  a  view  to 
aiding  in  its  growth  and  prosperity.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  af  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Mr.  Davis  was  married  in  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  on 
June  15,  1907,  to  Miss  Hattie  King,  the  daughter  of  I. 
C.  King  and  his  wife,  residents  of  l3enton,  and  of  an  old 
Pioneer  Texas  family.  They  have  had  two  children  Ed- 
win Q.,  now  deceased,  and  Lucile. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  an  excellent  social  standing 
in  Byers,  where  they  have  a  host  of  good  friends  who 
love  them  for  their  many  excellent  traits,  and  they  par- 
ticipate in  the  representative  social  activities  of  the  com- 
munity. 

John  C.  Watts.  In  the  sudden  and  tragic  death  on 
Sunday  morning,  July  7,  1912,  of  John  C.  Watts,  Tex- 
arkana  lost  one  of  its  best  loved  citizens.  Mr.  Watts, 
while  prominent  and  successful  in  business  and  civic 
affairs,  was  best  known  to  his  fellow  citizens  for  the 
sterling  integrity  and  intrinsic  beauty  of  his  character. 
After  his  death  many  were  heard  to  remark  that  ' '  he 
was  the  best  man  in  Texarkana. ' '  He  possessed  to  a 
peculiar  degree  the  very  attributes  of  a  good  man  in  the 
general  estimation.  He  was  generous  to  a  fault;  his 
kindness  was  conspicuous  on  every  occasion ;  he  was 
never  known  to  hold  a  grudge.  Among  all  classes  of 
citisenship  he  was  held  in  affection.  The  colored  people 
of  Texarkana  not  only  respected  him,  but  would  do  any- 
thing in  order  to  serve  him  and  gain  his  commenda- 
tion. On  the  morning  of  his  death  Mr.  Watts  had  just 
placed  upon  a  train  his  daughter  Lizzie  who  was  start- 
ing on  a  visit.  As  he  stepped  from  the  train  he  was 
struck  and  run  over  by  a  locomotive  in  the  Cotton 
Belt  yards  and  was  instantly  killed..  The  circumstances 
of  the  event  were  especially  grievous  to  his  wife  and 
children,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact,  to  the  entire  citi- 
zenship of  Texarkana. 

The  late  John  C.  Watts  was  born  in  Lownde^  county, 
Alabama,  July  22,  1846.  He  came  to  Arkansas  as  a  boy 
with  his  father  who  located  in  Nevada  county  where 
he  was  reared  and  where  he  lived  until  he  came  to 
Texarkana  on  the  Texas  side,  in  1884.  He  was  a 
very  young  boy  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war  and 
yet  he  enlisted  and  gave  loyal  service  as  a  Confederate 
"soldier,  during  a  part  of  the  long  period  of  hostilities. 
From  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  Texarkana  until  his 
death  he  took  a  very  prominent  part  in  the  varied  affairs 
of  the  city.  For  several  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 
school  board,  being  president  for  some  time.  He  was  an 
alderman  and  at  one  time  city  treasurer  and  a  member 
of  the  board  of  equalization.  A  short  time  previous  to 
his  death  he  had  interested  himself  as  the  leading  spirit 
in  the  organization  of  the  Watts  Gin  Company,  a  local 
enterprise  which  is  the  largest  plant  of  its  kind  in  North- 
east  Texas.     Mr.   Watts  had   purchased   the   equipment 
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aud  machinery  for  the  gin  and  was  very  much  inter- 
ested in  its  installation.  Since  his  death  the  gin  has 
been  put  in  operation  on  West  Nineteenth  street. 

Mr.  Watts '  residence  was  the  old  Eli  Moores  residence, 
adjoining  the  city  ou  the  northwest,  and  for  many 
years  he  was  engaged  in  farming  operations  on  that 
estate.  The  J.  C.  Watts  Addition  and  tlic  WC^i  mmvland 
Addition  were  original  parts  of  the  ilnurrs  r>i;iii'.  On 
the  13th  of  February,  18S4,  Mr.  Wail^  was  uiiiled  in 
marriauc  witli  ).riss  Nannie  H.  Moores,  who  was  born  on 
the  ul.i  Miinn,-  jilare,  which  has  been  her  lifelong  home, 
and  she  »  iili  tlinr  .iiiht  children  survive  her  lamented  hus- 
band. '\  hr  naiiMv  ,if  the  children  are  as  follows:  Eli 
M. ;  Li5zie  E.;  John  C;  Thomas  J.;  David  M. ;  Minerva 
J.;   Monroe  and  Nannie  M. 

Kedus  B.  McAnellt.  The  name  of  McAnelly  is  one 
than  which  there  is  none  better  known  in  the  history 
of  Texas,  and  the  family  has  furnished  to  the  Lone 
Star  state  men  who  have  been  prominent  in  military 
and  civil  life,  in  public  affairs,  in  business  and  in  agri- 
culture. Lacking  five  years,  a  full  century  has  passed 
since  the  founder  of  the  fariiily  located  here,  and  dur- 
ing this  time  those  bearing  the  name  have  been  men  of 
substantiality,  progressiveness,  courage  and  public  spirit, 
who  have  done  much  to  contribute  to  the  advancement  of 
their  various  communities.  A  worthy  representative  of 
this  old  Texas  family  is  found  in  the  person  of  Eedus 
R.  McAnelly,  of  Waco,  an  energetic  and  enterprising 
young  business  man,  who  is  dealing  extensively  in  real 
estate  and  builders'  supplies. 

Mr.  McAnelly  was  born  at  Medina,  Bandera  county, 
Texas,  September  29,  18S3,  and  is  a  son  of  Pleasant  E. 
and  Mary  J.  (Eedus)  McAnelly.  His  grandfather.  Pleas- 
ant E.  McAnelly,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  1820,  and  located  at  once  in 
Texas,  where  he  became  famous  during  the  days  of  the 
Mexican  revolution  and  was  also  widely  known  as  an 
Indian  fighter.  He  subsequently  turned  his  attention  to 
ranching,  accumulated  a  handpome  propeitv,  anil  at  tlie 
time  of  his  death,  in  1892,  when  eighty-seven  years  of 
age,  was  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  his  coniinunity. 
Pleasant  E.  McAnelly,  son  of  the  founder  of  the  family, 
was  born  at  Port  Lavaca,  Calhoun  county,  Texas,  in 
1845,  and  for  years  was  associated  with  his  father  in 
ranching.  At  the  time  of  the  grandfather's  death  he 
secured  the  home  ranch,  known  as  the  P.  JI.  Eanch,  a 
tract  of  4,500  acres  located  in  :\todina  county,  on  which 
he  has  continued  to  raise  stock,  his  iirodiict  now  being 


1,000  head  of  cattle. 
His  first  home  here 
lined  with  deer  skins, 
replaced  by  a  resiilei 
the  finest  homes  in  ^ 
still  keeps  the  logs   of 


goats 


vhieh   his   first 


:)gs  annually. 
,11x1  I  feet, 
^7s  ll'is  was 
;,^    ,-   one   of 


ttle  home  was 
constructed,  as  a  matter  of  sentiment  and  a  memento  of 
the  old  Texas  days  now  gone.  Mr.  McAnelly  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  commission  gathered  to  stop 
wire-cutting,  and  was  foreman  of  the  Gr.and  Jury  which 
sent  the  first  crowd  of  wire-cutters,  fourteen  in  number, 
to  the  penitentiary.  As  a  result  his  life  was  in  constant 
danger  for  a  number  of  years  thereafter.  He  is  one 
of  the  progressive,  solid  men  of  his  county,  ever  ready 
to  assist  in  any  movement  which  promises  the  advance- 
ment of  his  section,  and  has  won  a  firm  place  in  the  re- 
gard and  confidence  of  his  fellow  fiti?cns.  He  married 
Mary  J.  Eedus,  who  was  born  in  ]S."9.  in  ^Medina  county, 
on  the  ranch  ad.i'oining  that  on  whiih  her  husband  was 
born,  and  she  passed  away  in  1007,  liaviiig  been  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  naimi  :  Km-  -:  i:.,  Eedus  K., 
W.ayman  W.:  Eldo  A.,  Honi.  :  -  .  '.'.  i,  m  ('.,  Paul  D. 
and  Stanley  M,,  of  whom  II.  i  :■      :i  ■   I. 

Eedus  B.  McAnelly  received  Lis  laili  ediuation  in  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  his  native  locality,  and  this 
was  supplemented  by  a  course  at  the  University  of  Chi- 
cago,  from   which   institution  he  was  graduated   at  the 


age  of  twenty-three  years.  At  that  time  he  adopted 
the  profession  of  educator,  and  for  seven  years  taught 
in  the  public  schools  in  various  parts  of  Texas,  at  the 
end  of  which  period  he  laid  aside  the  cap  and  gown  to 
enter  the  business  arena,  as  a  dealer  in  builders'  sup- 
plies and  real  estate.  He  has  been  located  in  Waco 
since  1913,  and  now  maintains  offices  at  No.  514  Amicable 
Building.  Mr.  McAnelly  was  a  successful  teacher,  and 
he  has  been  no  less  a  successful  business  man.  He  has 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  realty  values,  is  shrewd  and 
farseeing  in  his  transactions,  aud  wins  the  confidence 
of  those  with  whom  he  has  transactions  through  his  thor- 
oughly honorable  methods.  He  has  large  holdings  in 
realty,  which  include  a  u-idnire  at  No.  1709  Columbus 
street,  a  residence  and  llulldln^  block  at  Devine,  Texas, 
four  vacant  lots  at  S;in  Ann.nio,  five  vacant  lots  at 
Houston  and  one  lot  at  I'oipiis  I'hristi.  His  hobby  may 
be  said  to  be  trading.  Mr.  McAnelly  is  fond  of  all  out- 
door sports,  like  most  virile  Texans,  and  is  an  enthusiastic 
motorist,  frequently  taking  long  trips  with  his  family. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Young  Men's  Business  League, 
and  misses  no  opportunity  of  advancing  the  commercial 
and  industrial  mteiests  of  his  adopted  city.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat,  but  public  life  has  held  out  no  attrac- 
tions to  him.  With  liis  family,  he  attends  the  Methodist 
church,  and  has  been  liberal  in  his  support  of  its  move- 
ments. During  his  resilience  in  Waco  he  has  formed  a 
wide  acquaintance,  and  his  friendships  are  numerous 
both  in  business  and  social  circles. 

On  August  17,  1911,  at  Waco,  Mr.  McAnelly  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ada  Coleman,  daughter 
of  Mrs.  A.  P.  Coleman,  and  one  son  has  come  to  this 
union:  Eedus  Boland.  Mr.  McAnelly 's  uncle,  Capt. 
Charles  McAnelly,  is  well  remembered  as  a  captain  of 
Rangers,  aud  became  very  prominent  during  the  early 
days  of  the  activities  of  that  famous  organization. 

Daniel  C.  Bellows,  postmaster  of  Seymour,  Texas, 
has  held  this  important  position  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  during  his  period  of  seixii-e  lie  lia>  L;iven  the  utmost 
satistartiou  to  both  the  pnldn-  ai,d  tlir  uovniinient.  Mr. 
1-iellows  was  born  iu  Texas  and  la-  -p.nd  inann'ally  .all 
of  his  life  iu  the  state,  in  muse  jni'iire  ,,f  wliirli  he  has 
that  love  for  his  state  which  native  Texans  ahva3-s  seem 
to  possess,  and  is  always  active  in  every  movement  that 
has  the  improvement  and  advancement  of  his  state  as  its 
end. 

Mr.  Bellows  was  born  in  Lavaca  county,  Texas,  on  the 
22nd  of  November,  1854,  the  son  of  Daniel  C.  Bellows, 
senior.  The  latter  was  born  and  reared  in  Ohio  after- 
wards moving  to  Louisiana  where  he  lived  for  a  time. 
He  later  moved  to  Texas  where  he  lived  for  many  years. 
Eor  over  thirty-five  years  he  taught  school  in  this  state, 
being  a  very  highly  educated  man,  of  varied  training, 
some  of  the  subjects  in  which  he  was  especially  learned 
being,  law  medicine  and  phrenology.  He  was  highly 
respected  and  universally  liked  and  his  devotion  to  his 
family  and  friends  was  often  commented  upon.  He  died 
in  ISSO  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  aud  is  buried  in  Crockett 
county.  He  married  after  he  came  to  Texas  to  live, 
his  w"ife  being  Miss  Henrietta  Berry,  a  native  of  Texas. 
She  and  her  husband  were  both  active  members  of  the 
Christian  church.  Eight  children  were  born  to  Daniel 
C.  Bellows,  Sr.  and  his  wife  of  whom  Daniel  C.  Bellows, 
Jr.,  was  the  next  to  the  eldest  child  and  the  eldest  son. 

Daniel  C  r.rlli.i  >  iri,'\,d  Id-  >  Imm,  ntary  education 
in  the  puli!  -  -  'iMd-  :■!  I-  a-  and  1  .  -'ana,  his  parents 
moving  t..    ;        -1:1       n,',    h,  nail  boy.     They 

only  lived  |.  ■  imi-  m  tlir  Ini'rr  -nr,.  nnd  he  completed 
his'ediieatinn  in  liis  native  state.  He  was  fifteen  years 
of  aye  "hen  he  had  to  leave  school  and  go  to  work.  He 
beuan  life  on  the  farm  and  for  thirty  years  followed 
farming.  He  later  went  into  the  stock  raising  business 
and  followed  this  for  a  few  years.  It  was  in  1906  that 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Seymour  and  he  has 
since  been  re-appointed,  now  serving  in  his  second  term. 
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Mr.  Bellows  is  a  member  of  the  Eepublican  party  and 
takes  a  keen  interest  in  politics,  ehietly  concerning  him- 
self, however,  with  national  affairs. 

In  religious  matters  Jlr.  Bellows  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  in  the  fraternal  world  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  is 
fond  of  out  door  life  and  his  special  joy  is  to  listen  to 
a  good  public  speaker,  and  the  speaker  must  be  good 
indeed  to  satisfy  Mr.  Bellows. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  1875,  Mr.  Bellows  was  mar- 
ried at  West,  McLennan  county,  Texas,  to  Miss  Juda 
Clara  Bennett,  a  daughter  of  Walter  and  Mary  Bennett, 
of  McLennan  county.  Seven  children,  five  sons  and  two 
daughters,  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bellows. 
The  eldest,  Oscar,  is  a  traveling  man.  Daniel  Short,  who 
is  married,  resides  in  Fort  Worth,  where  he  is  in  the 
commission  business.  Lem  is  married  and  resides  in 
Seymour.  Boy  Robertson  lives  in  Fort  Worth  and  is 
also  engaged  in  the  commission  business.  Mary  Hen- 
rietta, Martha  and  Dwight  are  all  liviug  at  home. 

Dr.  William  M.  Tavlor.  A  man  who  has  the  real 
liking  and  respect  of  the  citizens  of  Goree,  Texas,  and 
the  surrounding  country,  not  only  on  account  of  his  pro- 
fessional ability  but  also  because  of  his  personal  char- 
acteristics, is  Dr.  William  M.  Taylor,  a  physician  and 
surgeon  of  the  above  mentioned  place.  Dr.  Taylor  is 
one  of  the  most  successful  medical  practitioners  in  this 
section  of  the  state  but  unlike  so  many  of  his  busy  pro- 
fession, he  finds  time  to  interest  himself  in  matters  of 
interest  to  the  people  about  him.  He  is  a  public  spirited 
and  broad  minded  man  and  is  one  of  the  active  workers 
toward  the  improvement  and  upbuilding  of  this  part  of 
Texas. 

Dr.  Taylor  was  boru  in  Eock  Mills,  Alabama,  on  the 
28th  of  July,  1877,  but  he  was  reared  under  the  influ- 
ences of  a  city,  for  when  he  was  only  four  years  of 
age  his  parents  moved  to  Atlanta,  Georgia,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  At- 
lanta, and  after  leaving  school  followed  various  occu- 
pations until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  then 
entered  the  Georgia  College  of  Eclectic  Medicine  and 
Surgery  at  Atlanta.  He  was  graduated  from  this  in- 
stitution in  1902  and  began  practice  immediately  in 
Newton  county,  Georgia.  After  practicing  in  this 
county  for  four  years  the  doctor  came  to  Goree  and 
established  a  practice  here.  He  now  has  a  large  prac- 
tice and  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  his  profession 
in  this  part  of  the  state. 

Very  often  physicians  of  good  practical  ability  lack 
the  mental  power  necessary  to  grasp  the  theoretical  side 
of  their  work,  and  vice  versa,  and  in  both  cases  the  man 
so  hampered  has  little  chance  of  success.  Dr.  Taylor 
is  not  only  a  physician  of  the  common  sense  school  but 
he  is  also  a  brilliant  scholar  as  was  shown  during  his 
college  days  when  as  a  student  he  held  the  chair  of 
materia  medica  at  his  alma  mater  for  a  year. 

Dr.  Taylor  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and 
in  politics  he  belongs  to  the  Democratic  party,  but  he 
takes  little  active  part  in  political  affairs.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  belong- 
ing to  the  Blue  Lodge,  the  Chapter  and  the  Council,  and 
he  is  at  present  Master  of  the  Blue  Lodge  in  Goree.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  He 
has  always  been  an  active  member  of  the  Commercial 
Club,  having  been  one  of  the  board  of  directors  at  one 
time.  He  is  also  deeply  interested  in  the  advancement 
of  education  in  this  section  and  is  one  of  the  valuable 
members  of  the  school  board  of  Goree. 

Dr.  Taylor  was  married  in  Staveville,  Georgia,  to  Miss 
Gladney  Thompson.  She  died  on  the  4th  of  May,  1908. 
Dr.  Taylor  married  again  after  the  death  of  his  wife, 
the  marriage  taking  place  in  Goree,  Texas,  on  the  29th 
of  June.  1909,  and  the  bride  being  :\Iiss  Chloe  Malaney. 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Malaney  of  Goree. 

Dr.  Taylor  says  that  in  his  opinion  Texas  is  a  great 


state  and  the  best  place  of  which  he  knows  for  a  young 
man  to  come  and  settle.  He  thinks  that  the  future 
shows  nothing  but  sunshine  and  brightness  and  that  the 
man  who  can  live  in  Texas  is  one  of  the  fortunate  ones 
of  this  earth. 

Kalph  S.  Shuffler.  As  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Olney  Enterprise,  Ealph  S.  Shuffler  is  one  who  knows 
full  well  the  value  of  printers'  ink,  and  does  what  he 
can  to  impress  that  knowledge  upon  the  minds  of  tenta- 
tive advertisers.  His  own  advertising  is  typical  of  his 
deep  understanding  of  the  subject,  and  he  has  done 
much  through  the  columns  of  his  paper  to  educate  the 
mind  of  the  public  in  these  matters.  He  has  been 
identified  with  newspaper  work  practically  all  his  life, 
or  since  he  first  undertook  the  responsibility  for  his 
livelihood,  and  he  was  variously  located  in  the  printing 
business  until  1910  when  he  came  to  Olney  and  estab- 
lished the  Enterprise,  later  consolidating  it  with  the 
Oracle,  another  local  paper.  The  Enterprise,  since  that 
consolidation,  has  claimed  the  best  equipped  plant  iu 
these  parts,  and  is  beyond  all  question  one  of  the  most 
up-to-date  establishments  of  its  kind  in  the  county. 

Born  in  Garland,  Texas,  on  October  3,  1888,  Ealph 
S.  Shuffler  is  the  son  of  the  Eev.  Columbus  M.  Shuffler, 
who  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  was  in  his  earlier 
days  a  farmer.  Later  he  became  a  Methodist  minister. 
He"  died  in  1910  aged  fifty-nine  years  and  is  buried  at 
Olney.  He  married  Huldah  Henderson,  a  native 
daughter  of  Te.xas,  their  marriage  taking  place  in  this 
state,  and  she  now  makes  her  home  with  Mr.  Shuffler, 
of  this  review.  He  is  one  of  the  two  children  born  to 
his  parents,  and  is  the  only  one  surviving. 

Ealph  S.  Shuffler  has  lived  in  Texas  all  his  life  thus 
far  and  gained  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of 
Texas.  He  followed  his  high  school  course  with  an 
advanced  course  in  a  Polytechnic  school  in  Fort  Worth, 
and  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  printing  business, 
which  has  claimed  him  from  then  until  now.  He  served 
his  apprenticeship  in  newspaper  work  on  the  Comanche 
Chief,  under  Sydney  J.  Thomas,  lately  of  Austin  but 
now  deceased.  "  In "  1904  Mr.  Shuffler  established  the 
Plainview  News  and  ran  the  paper  for  three  years,  when 
he  sold  out  and  went  to  Baird,  and  there  organized  a 
stock  company  to  establish  the  Callahan  County  Xews. 
which  he  ran  successfully  for  eighteen  months.  In  April, 
1910,  he  came  to  Olney,  here  establishing  the  Enterprise 
and  in  July  of  the  following  year  he  bought  the  Oracle. 
another  local  paper,  and  the'consolidation  of  the  two  has 
resulted  in  producing  one  of  the  best  country  newspapers 
in  the  county.  His  plant  is  known  to  be  equipped  more 
excellently  than  any  other  in  this  part  of  the  state,  and 
his  paper  circulate"s  widely  in  these  parts.  According 
to  his  sworn  statement,  his  weekly  circulation  is  1,412 
copies  exclusive  of  free  copies  mailed  to  advertisers,  ex- 
changes, etc.  As  he  himself  says  in  his  advertising,  it 
is  customary  to  take  a  country  publisher's  statement  of 
circulation  ''with  a  grain  of  salt,"  but  occasionally  one 
is  found  willing  to  offer  a  sworn  statement. — a  fact 
that  should  properly  impress  the  buying  and  selling 
public,  and  usually  "does.  In  addition  to  his  publica- 
tion of  the  Enterprise,  JNIr.  Shuffler  runs  a  perfectly 
equipped  job  printing  plant,  and  a  general  job  printing 
business  is  carried  on  here. 

Mr.  Shuffler  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  and 
is  especiallv  prominent  in  church  circles.  He  is  a 
Pvthian  Knight,  fraternally  speaking,  and  is  Past  Chan- 
cellor of  the  local  lodge.  A  Democrat,  he  takes  an 
active  and  highlv  influential  part  in  the  political  affairs 
of  the  countv,  a"nd  though  he  has  never  held  office,  his 
work  has  always  been  of  a  high  order  and  especially 
valuable  to  the  party.  He  is  enthusiastic  on  the  subject 
of  baseball,  and  is"  manager  of  the  local  ball  team, 
while  he  confesses  to  a  fondness  for  the  game  of  tennis 
as  well.  His  particular  mission  on  earth,  he  claims  in 
his  jocular  wav,  is  that  of  advertising  the  resources  and 
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possibilities  of  West  Texas,  and  he  is  doing  a  most 
worthy  work  along  that  line,  as  many  will  witness. 

On "  December  24,  1907,  Mr.  Shuffler  was  married  to 
Miss  Carrie  Duke  Henderson,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  N.  Henderson,  of  Greenwood,  Virginia,  and 
they  have  one  child, — Ealph  H.  Shuffler. 

In  further  mention  of  the  parentage  of  the  subject, 
it  should  not  be  omitted  that  Eev.  Columbus  M.  Shuffler 
was  a  very  prominent  man  in  church  circles.  He  was  a 
member  and  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Church  Exten- 
sion of  the  Northwestern  Texas  Conference,  at  one  time 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  in  the  service  of 
the  church  as  traveling  missionary  evangelist  of  that 
conference.  In  northwest  Texas,  where  he  did  much  of 
his  work,  he  w-as  especially  well  known  and  loved.  Ho 
never  took  an  active  part  in  politics,  but  what  he  cl  d 
was  in  the  interests  of  the  Anti-Saloon  League,  ami  he 
campaigned  for  one  year  in  that  enterprise  under  the 
direction  of  Sterling  P.  Strong.  His  influence  in  the 
state  was  a  most  praiseworthy  one.  and  while  his  son 
is  acting  along  different  lines  in  his  work  in  the  inter- 
ests of  Texas,  the  results  are  no  less  pleasing  and  worthy 
of  the  men  who  are  putting  forth  valiant  efforts  in  the 
development  and  upbuilding  of  the  state. 

Eli  H.\rbison  Moores.  Mrs.  John  C.  Watts  is  a 
daughter  of  Texarkana's  most  eminent  pioneer  citizen, 
the  ^first  settler  in  this  part  of  the  state.  A  native  of 
Fairfirld  cli-(ii,t  in  South  Carolina,  where  he  was  born 
in  April.  Is  I,",,  li,.  lanie  with  his  father,  Charles  Moores, 
to  IJuwii'  rniintv,  'i'l'xas,  in  1S40.  That  is  the  year  which 
marked  iiriiirip;illy  the  beginning  of  settlement  and 
development  in  all  the  Red  River  Valley,  and  not  a 
family  was  more  prominently  or  closely  connected  with 
the  early  pioneer  life  and  the  development  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state  than  the  Moores.  Eli  Moores  family 
located  on  the  south  of  the  future  city  of  Texarkana, 
though  it  was  thirty-three  years  later  before  any  town 
development  began  there.  Eli  Moores  bought  the  land 
on  which  a  part  of  the  city  now  stands  and  the  con- 
sideration passed  in  this  transaction  was  a  yoke  of  oxen 
and  a  wagon.  When  the  town  tinally  began  to  extend 
out  over  his  land  a  number  of  years  later,  Mr.  Moores 
took  a  very  liberal  stand  in  promoting  development  and 
especially  the  establishment  of  the  religious  institutions. 
He  donated  a  large  sized  lot  to  every  church  society 
which  desired  to  build  in  the  new  town.  For  many  years 
before  the  war  he  and  his  brother  were  noted  as  the 
largest  land  owners  in  east  Texas. 

Eli  H.  Moores  married  Miss  Minerva  Janes,  who  also 
represented  a  pioneer  family  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, but  their  settlement  was  on  the  Arkansas  side.  She 
was  born  at  Fisher  Prairie,  Arkansas,  January  13,  1829, 
and  died  in  1867.  Mr.  Moores  died  at  his  home  in 
Texarkana,  March  4,  1884.  Of  the  eight  by  himself  and 
wife  all  have  passed  away  except  Mrs.  John  C.  Watts. 
The  names  of  the  seven  now  deceased  were :  Charles  H. ; 
William  M.;  Eli  H.;  Thomas  B.;  Sallie  B.;  Minerva  J. 
and  Mary. 

L.iWSOK  C.  Counts.  The  term  self-made,  hackneyed 
though  it  is,  is  yet  sufficiently  expressive  of  certain 
things  to  permit  its  application  to  men  who  have  accom- 
plished worthily  in  the  face  of  heavy  odds.  It  is  there- 
fore no  misapplication  and  means  exactly  what  it  im- 
plies in  the  case  of  Lawson  C.  Counts,  who  has  reached 
his  present  position  in  life  as  a  result  of  his  own 
efforts,  unaided  and  unsupported  by  others.  Today  he 
takes  his  place  among  the  more  successful  lawyers  of 
the  district,  and  since  he  came  to  Olney  in  1909  he  has 
enjoyed  a  particularly  liberal  clientele  and  gained  the 
good  will  and  regard  of  the  entire  community.  Born 
in  Madison  county,  Arkansas,  on  October  6,  1871,  Law- 
son  C.  Counts  is  a  son  of  George  Washington  and  Clara 
(Jeffries)   Counts. 

Lawson  Counts  gained  his  education  under 


adverse  circumstances,  the  public  schools  of  Arkansas 
affording  him  his  early  training,  and  he  was  fortunate 
enough  to  continue  with  his  high  school  course  to  com- 
pletion. His  dream  of  a  college  training,  however,  was 
made  possible  only  by  his  own  activities,  and  he  himself 
earned  the  money  in  teaching  school  that  supplied  his 
professional  training.  He  was  twenty-one  years  old 
when  he  first  came  to  Texas,  having  been  engaged  in 
school  teaching  for  three  terms  prior  to  that,  and  set- 
tling in  Collin  county,  this  state,  he  again  applied  him- 
self to  pedagogic  work,  for  which  he  possessed  a  sin- 
gular aptitude,  and  indeed,  the  only  work  for  which  he 
was  fitted.  He  continued  thus  for  six  years,  spending 
his  annual  summer  vacation  delving  into  the  study  of 
law  in  the  various  law  schools  of  the  state,  and  supple- 
menting his  summer  training  with  judicious  reading 
during  the  school  year.  It  was  in  this  manner  that  he 
laboriously  gained  his  admission  to  practice  in  the  state 
of  Texas,  and  when  after  six  years  of  alternate  teach- 
ing and  studying  in  Collin  county,  he  moved  to  Ochil- 
tree, he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  and  there  estab- 
lished for  three  years.  During  this  time  he  further 
supplemented  his  law  studies  by  attendance  at  the 
Lel^anon  Law  School  for  a  year.  He  then  went  to 
Shamrock,  in  Wheeler  county,  continuing  in  practice 
there  for  a  year,  and  in  1909  came  to  Olney,  where  he 
established  himself  in  a  general  practice  that  grows 
with  each  succeeding  season.  He  has  taken  his  proper 
place  in  the  political  activities  of  the  place  as  a  Demo- 
crat, and  as  the  representative  of  that  party  he  was  in 
1910  appointed  to  the  office  of  city  attorney,  wherein 
he  gave  excellent  service. 

Mr.  Counts  was  married  in  Collin  county,  Texas,  on 
June  22,  1898,  to  May  Millican,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Millican,  one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of 
Collin  county,  where  they  have  a  host  of  good  friends 
and  where  they  are  widely  and  favorably  known.  Five 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Counts,  as  fol- 
lows:    Austin,   Velman,   Alton,   Lona   May   and   Lasena. 

Mr.  Counts  is  fraternally  identified  by  his  connection 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  which  he  has  held 
office  at  times,  and  he  and  his  wife  take  a  leading  part 
in  the  best  social  activities  of  their  town.  In  the  matter 
of  religion,  both  he  and  his  wife  are  interested  in  Chris- 
tian Science.  Mr.  Counts  is  especially  enthusiastic  in 
his  regard  for  the  state  of  his  adoption  and  has  ex- 
pressed himself  as  willing  to  give  careful  consideration 
to  any  inquiries  that  might  be  addressed  to  him  on  the 
subject  of  the  resources  of  the  state  and  the  opportuni- 
ties for  home  seekers, — a  question  to  which  he  has  de- 
voted no  little  attention  and  thought,  and  upon  which 
his  opinion  could  be  none  other  than  valuable. 

James  E.  Mitrkie.  If  James  E.  Murrie  would  tell 
the  story  of  his  struggles  to  succeed  the  tale  would 
prove  fully  as  interesting  as  any  of  the  stories  with 
which  we  attempt  to  arouse  the  ambitions  of  the  younger 
generation.  Now  the  president  of  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  banking  houses  of  Seymour,  Texas,  Mr.  Mur- 
rie was  thrown  on  his  own  resources  at  the  early  age 
of  thirteen,  and  was  not  only  his  own  support  but  also 
the  head  of  a  family.  Courage  and  strength  of  character 
carried  him  over  many  obstacles  that  would  have  downed 
a  weaker  man  and  his  honesty  and  uprightness  won 
friends  for  him  on  every  side. 

.Tames  E.  Murrie  was  born  in  Quitman,  Texas,  on  the 
12th  of  February,  1856,  and  has  spent  all  of  his  life  in 
his  native  state.  His  father,  Robert  S.  Murrie,  was 
born  in  North  Caroliua,  but  came  to  Texas  before  he 
was  t\i.>i!t\.  TToie  ho  fi,\l,mr.\  farming  and  stock  rais- 
iiiy.  :niii  :iNn  inii(lii.'t(M|  :i  s;i.Mli'ry  and  harness  making 
bii-iiiir<-..  Ill'  w;i-;  .-HI  rx|ic'rt  -.nldle  maker  and  had  the 
<'ivil  H.ir  in.f  iiiti'iveiUMl  his  t'.-iniily  would  not  have  had 
to  face  hard  times  in  all  probability.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  service,  however,  and  after  two  years  he 
died  in  the  service,  his  death  taking  place  on  December 
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31,  1SG2,  when  he  was  but  thirtj'-one  years  of  age.  He 
married  Miss  Eebeeea  Martin,  who  was  a  native  ot 
Texas,  and  their  marriage  took  place  in  this  state.  She 
died  on  the  25th  of  February,  1893,  at  the  age  of  sixty. 
Mrs.  Murrie  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church 
and  her  husband  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian. 
They  had  five  children  and  of  these  James  E.  Murrie 
was  the  eldest.  His  maternal  grandfather  was  with 
General  Houston  in  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  and  his 
mother's  uncle,  whose  name  was  Bobbins,  was  also  there 
and  was  one  of  the  men  who  captured  Santa  Anna. 

James  E.  Murrie  received  his  early  education  in  a 
private  school,  and  in  fact,  this  was  all  the  education 
he  had,  for  circumstances  forced  him  to  become  a  wage 
earner  early  in  life.  He  has,  however,  been  a  great 
reader  and  a  natural  student,  and  is  today  a  man  of 
culture  and  education.  His  father  died  when  he  was 
six  years  old  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  he  took  the 
responsibility  of  the  family  upon  his  young  shoulders 
and  started  out  to  earn  a  living  for  himself  and  to 
aid  in  the  support  of  his  mother  and  the  younger  chil- 
dren. He  lived  at  home  and  worked  at  anything  he 
could  find  to  do,  taking  his  share  in  the  work  of  the 
ranch  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  left  the  home  ranch  and  went  to  work 
in  a  cotton  gin.  He  spent  the  next  four  years  working 
in  the  gin  during  the  winter  and  on  the  farm  in  the 
summer.  Then  he  went  to  Mineola,  Texas,  where  he 
began  clerking  in  a  store.  After  seven  years  of  this 
work,  during  which  he  saved  his  money  in  the  hope  that 
he  could  start  in  business  for  himself,  he  found  himself 
with  enough  capital  to  open  a  grocery  store  in  Mineola. 
His  grocery  business  grew  and  prospered  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  at  the  end  of  four  years  he  determined  to  go 
into  the  business  on  a  larger  scale  and  so  moved  to 
Seymour  where  he  continued  in  this  business.  Fortune, 
which  in  this  case  was  hard  work  and  close  attention  to 
business,  again  favored  him  and  his  store  became  one 
of  the  Icniliiig  estalilishments  of  this  kind  in  Seymour. 
After  t-.M  nrv  tliiir  years  he  sold  out  his  business  and 
organized  I  lie  liist  Guaranty  State  Bank.  He  was 
elected  its  iirishlciit  and  has  been  its  active  head  since 
that  time. 

Mr.  Murrie  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party  but 
takes  no  active  interest  in  political  questions.  He  is 
prominent  in  the  fraternal  world,  being  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  religious  mat- 
ters he  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 

Mr.  Murrie  was  married  at  Fort  GriiBn.  Texas,  on  the 
25th  of  February,  18S3,  to  Miss  Margaret  Gregg,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  "and  Mrs.  Joe  Gregg,  of  Fort  Griffin. 
Mrs.  Murrie  died  on  the  2nd  of  January,  1891,  and  is 
buried  in  Mineola.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  was  the  mother  of  one  child,  Eobert  G.,  who 
is  married  and  lives  in  Albany,  Texas.  On  the  15th  of 
March,  1893,  Mr.  Murrie  was  married  again,  his  wife 
being  Miss  Salome  Hargrave,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  H.  Hargrave,  of  Sulphur  Bluff,  Texas,  where  the 
marriage  took  place.  Two  children  have  been  born 
of  this  union,  namely,  Neil  and  Eebecca. 

Dr.  Hugh  C.  McKinnet.  Though  comparatively 
young  in  practice,  having  finished  his  medical  training 
"as  lately  as  1908,  Dr.  Hugh  C.  McKinney  is  neverthe- 
less regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Young 
county,  and  one  whose  future  is  especially  bright.  He 
has  applied  himself  to  the  duties  of  his  profession  in 
the  same  ardent  and  energetic  manner  that  characterized 
his  work  during  his  college  career,  and  it  is  the  men 
of  his  ambitious  tendencies  and  combined  skill  who  are 
inevitably  ordained  to  success  in  their  chosen  fields  of 
activity. 

Born  in  Milam.  Milam  countv.  Texas,  on  March  3. 
1SS6.  Dr.  Hugh  C.  McKinney  is  the  son  of  J.  M.  and 
Sarah   James    (Molntyre)    McKinney.     The   father   was 


born  in  Alabama,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Chappie 
Hill,  Washington  county,  Texas.  When  J.  M.  McKinney 
was  sixteen  years  of  age  he  made  his  way  alone  to  Milam 
county,  Texas,  and  there  settled  down  to  farm  life.  In 
the  years  that  passed  he  became  well  and  prominently 
known  in  his  community  and  district,  and  in  public 
life  he  played  a  prominent  part.  For  six  years 
he  was  the  representative  of  the  Eleventh  Sena- 
torial District,  comprising  Milam.  McLennan  and  Falls 
counties,  Texas,  and  he  rendered  a  service  in  that  im- 
portant" capacity  that  would  be  sufficient  honor  for  any 
one  individual  during  his  career.  He  was  prominent  as 
a  farmer  and  stockman  in  Milam  county  all  his  days, 
and  he  died  there  on  February  17,  1912,  aged  seventy 
years.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  served 
first  with  General  Hood's  brigade,  later  with  the  Seven- 
teenth Texas  Infantry.  He  passed  through  the  long 
period  of  the  war,  receiving  only  one  slight  wound  that 
incapacitated  him  for  service  for  a  short  time,  but 
otherwise  experiencing  all  the  horrors  of  war. 

The  mother,  who  still  lives  in  Milam  county,  was  born 
in  Chappie  Hill,  Texas,  in  1843,  and  spent  the  best 
years  of  her  life  in  Milam  county,  where  she  went  to 
reside  upon  her  marriage.  Six  daughters  and  two 
sons  were  born  to  the  parents,  of  which  goodlv  number 
the  subject  was  the  youngest  born.  He  received  good 
educational  advantages  as  a  boy,  and  early  made  hi= 
choice  of  a  profession.  His  literary  training  was  gained 
in  Milam  county,  and  the  lii^t  v.m  of  his  medical  train- 
ing in  Galveston,  in  the  ?\1VJi<,il  I  irii.ii  tniriit  of  the  State 
University.  He  attended  tlie  I  nn.Mstv  at  Fort  Worth 
for  three  years,  being  graduated  in  1908  with  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  initiated  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Milam  county,  remaining  there  for  three 
years,  after  which  he  came  to  Olney  in  Young  county, 
and  has  here  been  active  in  his  profession,  and  very 
successful  from  every  point  of  view.  He  has  an  ever 
growing  and  lucrative  practice,  and  has  the  confidence 
and  high  regard  of  the  public,  while  the  medical  pro- 
fession of  the  county  and  district  regard  him  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  and  coming  young  phvsicians  in 
Young  countv.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Milam  Countv 
Medical  Snciety  and  the  State  Medical  Society  as  well. 
Fraternallv  he  is  connected  with  the  Masons,  as  a 
member  of  the  Chapter,  the  Council  and  the  Tioyal  Arch 
Masons.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  Politicallv,  Dr.  McKinney  is  a  Democrat,  but 
the  demands  of  his  profession  are  such  as  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  his  taking  more  than  a  good  citizen  's 
part  in  the  political  activities  of  the  district,  even  were 
he   so   disposed   in   his   inclinations. 

On  December  29.  1909,  Dr.  ]\IcKinnev  was  married 
to  Miss  Eubv  Flliston.  of  Temple,  Texas,  the  daughter 
of  J.  T.  Elliston  and  his  wife,— a  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed  family  of  that  place.  One  child  has  been  born 
to  them. — James  Elliston  McKinney,  born  in  Milam 
county,  on  November  29,  1911. 

Arba  a.  Cooper.  One  of  the  most  estimable  and 
popular  young  men  of  this  city  is  found  in  the  person 
of  Arba  A.  Cooper,  postmaster  of  Olnev  since  1910.  and 
prior  to  that  engaged  for  something  like  eight  years  in 
educational  work,  in  Clay,  Boyson  and  Young  counties. 
Of  a  sturdy  type,  he  has  done  excellent  work  and  most 
conscientious,  in  his  teaching  experience,  and  when  he 
assumed  the  duties  of  the  postmastership  of  Olney,  he 
brought  to  his  new  position  the  same  qualities  of 
steadfastness  and  integritv  that  made  him  a  successful 
nnd  dpsiial.lo  teacher.  His  place  in  the  eommunitv  is 
a  .:  .  •  ,1. -nil, In  one,  and  he  has  a  host  of  excellent 
ii  ,  I,!        I  \nrious   communities  with  which  he  has 

lirrii  '.iiir   il.il  ill  former  vears. 

!->,<, in  ill  .larkr-boro,  Texas,  on  July  22,  1882.  Arba  A. 
Coo'ier  is  a  son  of  C.  C.  and  Mary  fStaats")  Cooper, 
both  natives  of  Illinois,  who  came  to  Texas  soon  after 
their   marriage,  locating   in   Jacksboro  in   1880.     There 
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the  father  identified  himself  with  agricultural  activities, 
aud  continued  to  be  so  occupied.  He  is  now  living  at 
Jermyn,  in  Jack  county,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine,  and 
his  faithful  wife,  who  was  born  in  Illinois  in  1863,  still 
shares  his  fortunes.  They  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  of  which  Mr.  Cooper  of  this  review  was  the 
eldest. 

Arba  Cooper  attended  the  schools  in  Jacksboro  and 
was  eventually  graduated  from  the  high  school  of  that 
place.  His  graduation  came  in  190:3,  and  soon  thereafter 
he  identified  himself  with  teaching  work,  in  which  he 
continued  to  be  active  for  the  following  eight  years. 
He  taught  for  three  years  in  Clay  county,  three  years 


at  Bryson  in  Jack  count 
in  Young  county.  lu  1'. 
to  the  office  of  postiiii 
duties  of  that  office 
he  has  faithfuUv  .li> 
He  is  a  Kepiibln  :,n  i 
formed  the  dutn^  nl 
himself  over  s'wirr  In  -. 
he  has   IK. ■,,:!„  :-:,.|,   '■ 


ittle  more  than  a  year 
lie  iiM cived  the  appointment 
1  (ilih  y,  aud  he  assumed  the 
i.li,  llMii,  since  which  time 
Ml  the  duties  of  the  office, 
political  faith,  aud  has  per- 
iship  wherever  he  has  fouud 
I  mau  's  estate.  Fraternally, 
Alar.ahcos,  but  has  no  other 


In   |i.  i  '    i,    \li.  I  uu|.,i    >\as  married  to  Sarah 

Mantoii,  uL  r.rlluMir,  Texas.  ,sln..  is  a  daughter  of  W. 
J.  and  Lucy  (Maul on)  Mantou,  the  mother  being  now 
deceased.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cooper :  Mary  Catherine,  boru  in  Bryson,  Texas, 
on  July  3,  1907;  Eobert  Mantou,  also  born  in  Bryson, 
in  1909;  and  William  Cooper,  born  in  Olney  in  191i. 

The  family  takes  its  place  among  the  best  people  of 
Olney,  and  they  enjoy  the  genuine  regard  of  a  wide  circle 
of  friends  in  those  localities  where  they  have  been 
known  formerly.  Mr.  Cooper  is  enthusiastic  in  his  opin- 
ion of  his  adopted  state  and  looks  for  greater  develop- 
ments than  have  been  yet  planned  for  the  great  com- 
monwealth of  the  southwest. 

HoJJ.  Frank  S.  Egberts.  The  average  mau  is  seldom 
brought  face  to  face  with  the  stern  realities  of  life  before 
he  has  reached  years  of  near  maturity.  He  is  generally 
given  the  opportunity  to  make  a  choice  of  occupations 
— allowed  to  follow  his  natural  inclinations  insofar  as 
untoward  circumstances  do  not  prevent.  Showing  an 
early  predilection  for  one  of  the  learned  professions,  for 
one  of  the  various  fields  open  in  the  marts  of  trade  and 
commerce,  or  for  the  hazardous  activities  of  the  political 
arena,  he  may  be  given  the  chance  to  develop  his  talents 
in  his  chosen  line,  and  his  success  or  failure  rests  upon 
the  manner  in  which  he  exercises  and  directs  his  inherent 
gifts.  It  is  not  the  average  man,  however,  who  always 
reaches  the  highest  goal.  The  records  of  history  and 
biography  distinctly  show  that  many  of  the  men  who 
have  achieved  distinction,  who  have  grasped  the  great 
things  of  life,  the  men  to  whom  men  have  looked,  have 
had  their  start  in  comparative  obscurity.  It  would  seem 
that  the  mere  necessity  of  self  support  and  self  protec- 
tion, which  reallv  mean  self  reliance,  develops  indwell- 
ing power  which  would  probably,  under  other  circum- 
stances, have  lain  dormant.  The  man  who  takes  upon 
himself  the  responsibilities  of  manhood  when  still  in  the 
days  of  his  youth,  who  bends  his  every  energy  toward 
the  accomplishment  of  those  things  which  chance  or  in- 
clination has  placed  before  him,  and  who  finally  triumphs 
over  all  and  finds  the  fruits  of  victory  sweet,  is  far  above 
the  medial  individual. 

Hon.  Frank  S.  Roberts,  Judge  of  the  Twenty-second 
Judicial  District  Court,  of  Lockhart,  Texas,  is  far  from 
being  an  average  mau ;  his  present  high  position  among 
the  judiciary  of  Texas  could  not  have  been  attained  had 
he  possessed  only  mediocre  talents  and  ordinary  ambi- 
tions. When  he  decided  upon  a  career  in  the  law,  he 
found  it  necessary  that  he  gain  his  own  education,  and 
in  the  attainment  of  his  ends  he  was  willing  to  labor 
in  any  honorable  capacity,  no  matter  how  humble.  At 
all   times,   in  whatever  field  of  endeavor  he  has   found 


himself,  he  has  continued  to  be  an  energetic,  forcible 
and  industrious  worker,  and  his  career  has  finally  been 
crowned  by  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  men  aud  an  enviable 
position  in  the  calling  to  which  he  has  so  devotedly  given 
his  life. 

As  in  the  wars  the  bravest  fight,  so  in  the  emigration 
to  new  sections  the  bravest  travel,  and  it  is  tor  this 
reason  that  the  great  Southwest  country  has  produced  so 
many  stalwart,  fearless  men.  Among  the  pioneers  to 
Texas  in  1S51  came  David  Powell  Eoberts,'  the  grand- 
father of  Judge  Eoberts.  He  had  been  a  planter  in 
Mississippi,  and  on  coming  to  the  Lone  Star  state  he 
settled  on  Walnut  Creek,  in  Caldwell  county,  there  estab- 
lishing- himself  upon  a  ranch,  which  he  operated  until 
his  ileal li.  I  MM  111-  the  war  between  the  states  he  enlisted 
in  a  Irxa-  ii-iMK'ut,  and  saw  active  service  with  the 
Coule.l.-iai,.  aiiii.v  along  the  Gulf.  Elias  Keetou  Eoberts, 
the  father  of  Judge  Eoberts,  was  born  in  Mississippi  in 
1848,  and  was  a  child  of  three  years  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Texas.  He  was  educated  in  the 
country  schools  of  Caldwell  county,  adopted  the  medical 
profession,  completed  his  studies  at  Tulane  University 
medical  school,  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  and  for  manv 
years  was  a  country  doctor  in  Caldwell  and  Blanco  coun- 
ties. He  retired  from  active  practice  some  ten  years 
ago,  and  is  now  living  quietly  at  San  Antonio.  He  mar- 
ried Melvina  Sheppard,  who  was  born  in  Blanco  county, 
Texas,  where  her  mother  was  also  born,  her  father  being 
a  native  of  Ireland  who  came  to  Texas  during  the  days 
of  the  Republic.  She  still  survives  and  resides  at  San 
Antonio. 

Frank  S.  Eoberts  was  born  November  20,  1877,  in  Cald- 
well county,  Texas,  and  early  in  life  evinced  that  deter- 
mination of  doing  and  succeeding  in  his  doing  that  has 
characterized  him  through  all  his  undertakings.  He  was 
reared  on  a  farm  and  received  his  early  education  in 
the  country  school,  this  being  followed  by  a  course  at  the 
Lockhart  High  school,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1896, 
although  the  last  year  of  his  term  was  only  made  pos- 
sible by  his  working  his  own  way.  He  obtained  the 
position  of  janitor  that  year,  at  a  salary  of  ten  dollars 
per  month,  and  was  thus  able  to  complete  his  course. 
Following  this,  he  taught  school  in  Wilson  county  for 
two  years,  saving  his  money  with  the  intention  of  taking 
a  course  at  the  University  of  Texas,  but  unforeseen  cir- 
cumstances found  him  at  San  Antonio  in  1898,  when 
the  Spanish-American  War  broke  out,  and  he  enlisted  in 
the  Eough  Eiders.  He  presented  himself  in  person  to 
Lieut.-Col.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  who  assigned  him  and 
made  him  a  member  of  Troop  B-.  Mr.  Eoberts  departed 
with  the  regiment  to  Tampa,  Florida,  and  while  in  march- 
mg  order,  ready  to  embark  on  the  transport,  to  go  to 
Cuba,  he  was  suddenly  stricken  in  the  ranks  with  a 
fever  which  developed  into  measles  and  later  into  typhoid, 
so  he  could  not  accompany  his  rPLriment  to  Cuba,  much 
to  his  disappointment.  He  reiiiaine.l  in  the  hospital  until 
August,  and  was  then  remove.l  i,,  W'a-lnngton  Barracks 
Hospital,  and  rejoined  his  r.-yliiHiit.  \ih('u  it  returned, 
at  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  and  was  mustered  out  of 
the  service  in  October,  1898. 

Mr.  Roberts  then  went  to  Danville,  Indiana,  with  the 
determination  of  securing  the  education  so  'much  de- 
sired, and  there  worked  his  wav  through  the  Central 
Normal  College,  taking  the  full  university  course,  study- 
ing law  and  graduating  in  August,  1900,  'with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws, 
While  at  college  he  earned  his  own  living  and  tuition 
fees,  being  engaged  at  all  kinds  of  employment,  including 
janitor  work.  He  was  also  married  during  this  time, 
his  wife  being  a  teacher  in  Hendrix  countv  and  a  student 
in  the  college.  After  his  graduation  Mr.  Eoberts  re- 
turned to  Texas  and  took  up  his  residence  at  Lockhart, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law.  In  1902  he  was 
elected  county  attorney  of  Caldwell  county,  by  the 
largest  majority  ever  given  a  candidate  for  that  office, 
and  was  reelected,  serving  two  terms  of  two  years  each. 
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In  1906  he  again  took  up  private  practice,  but  in  March, 
1908,  was  appointed  by  Governor  Campbell  district  at- 
torney of  the  Twenty-second  Judicial  District,  to  com- 
plete the  unexpired  term  of  James  L.  Storey.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1910,  he  was  elected  to  that  office  for  the  term  of 
two  years,  but  resigned  November  1,  1911.  As  county 
attorney  and  later  as  district  attorney  he  displayed 
such  a  deep  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  law,  that  he 
was  considered  eminently  capable  of  occupying  the  bench 
of  the  Tweftty-second  Judicial  District,  which  had  pre- 
viously been  occupied  by  two  of  the  most  distinguished 
jurists  of  the  state.  Judges  L.  W.  Moore  and  H.  Teich- 
mueller,  and  on  November  1,  1911,  he  was  appointed  by 
acting  Governor  Davidson  to  that  office,  to  succeed  Judge 
Moore,  who  had  died.  In  November,  1912,  he  was 
elected  to  that  position  for  the  fuU  term  of  four  years, 
the  youngest  judge  in  years  of  any  in  the  state.  As 
district  attorney,  during  his  last  year  in  that  office. 
Judge  Eoberts  did  not  have  a  single  acquittal,  having 
successfully  prosecuted  every  case  tried  before  a  jury. 
In  his  judicial  capacity  he  has  shown  himself  absolutely 
impartial  in  his  decisions,  weighing  carefully  both  sides 
and  deciding  fairly  to  all  interests.  One  of  the  rules 
of  his  life  and  which  has  characterized  his  work  on  the 
bench  is  as  follows:  "In  all  questions  he  seeks  first  to 
determine  from  the  facts  upon  which  side  is  justice, 
then  to  discover  and  announce  the  rule  that  is  or  ought 
to  be  the  law  to  obtain  it. "  He  is  truly  a  man  of 
the  people,  knowing  full  well  of  his  own  experience  what 
it  is  to  tight  single-handed  against  obstacles.  Prater- 
nallv.  Judge  Eoberts  is  past  master  of  Lockhart  Lodge 
No. "690,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  a  member  of  Lockhart  Chapter 
No.  208,  E.  A.  M.,  and  Past  Thrice  Illustrious  master 
of  Lockhart  Council,  No.  11,  E.  &  S.  M. ;  and  also  holds 
membership  in  Lockhart  Lodge  No.  52,  Woodmen  Df 
the  World,  and  Germania  Lodge  No.  15,  Sons  of  Herman. 

Judge  Eoberts  was  married  in  1899  to  Miss  Alice 
Thomas,  daughter  of  W.  P.  and  Elizabeth  M.  Thomas 
and  the  mother  is  now  a  resident  of  Whittier,  California. 
One  son  has  been  born  to  this  union,  George  C.  Mrs. 
Roberts'  mother  was  the  widow  of  Henry  Swain,  who 
died  in  Libby  Prison.  She  also  lost  two  brothers 
during  the  Civil  War,  they  having  been  soldiers  in  the 
Northern  army.  She  married  William  Pilton  Thomas, 
a  native  of  Bristol,  England,  who  died.  He  was  a 
Soldier  of  Fortune  who  fought  with  Garibaldi  in  Italy, 
and  who  came  to  the  United  States  after  the  Civil 
war.  Mr.s.  Thomas  was  a  Pickering  of  the  old  Quaker 
stock,  whose  ancestors  came  over  the  ocean  in  the  May- 
flower, this  family  taking  a  prominent  part  in  the  win- 
ning of  American  independence. 

From  the  earliest  times  the  Eoberts  family  has  always 
been  pushing  toward  the  frontier.  Of  Welsh  stock,  it 
was  founded  by  a  pioneer  settler  of  the  A'irginia  Colony, 
who  was  killed"  by  the  Indians  while  engaged  in  digging 
ginseng  roots  for  fever  patients.  The  great-grandfather 
of  Judge  Eoberts  was  Nathan  Eoberts.  a  Baptist  preacher 
in  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  and  from  him  have  descended 
men  who  have  formed  the  advance  guard  of  American 
civilization  in  the  great  Southwest.  A  worthy  represent- 
ative of  this  family.  Judge  Eoberts  is  upholding  its  best 
traditions,  and  if  the  past  may  be  taken  as  a  criterion 
of  the  future  he  has  still  far  to  go  in  the  making  of 
the  history  of  his  native  state. 

Lyctjkgus  W.  Porter.  A  resident  of  Texas  since 
1872,  Lycurgus  W.  Porter  has  in  the  passing  years  ex- 
perienced a  variety  of  life  in  the  great  southwestern 
commonwealth.  Farming  and  the  cattle  business  in  its 
various  aspects  occupied  a  good  many  years,  and  it  was 
in  1910  that  he  first  identified  himself  with  life  in  Pe- 
trolia,  when  he  established  himself  in  the  livery  business. 
He  retired  from  business,  however,  in  1913,  and  has 
since  lived  retired  from  active  business  pursuits.  He 
devotes  practically  all  his  time  to  his  administration  of 
the  office  of  mayor,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  the  spring 


of  1913,  and  in  which  he  has  already  demonstrated  his 
fitness  for  public  service  of  that  order.  He  has  long 
been  one  to  give  considerable  attention  to  the  matter  ot 
civic  life  in  his  locality,  and  at  one  time,  while  a  resi- 
dent of  Baylor  county,  he  was  overseer  of  highways  for 
ten  years,  as  a  result  of  which  many  mUes  of  good  roads 
in  the  county  are  directly  accredited  to  him. 

Mr.  Porter  is  a  native  of  Missouri,  his  birth  occurring 
in  that  state  on  June  10,  1851,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Eze- 
kiel  H.  and  Mandina  H.  Porter.  They  were  native  Ken- 
tuckians,  and  for  years  the  father  was  identified  with 
farming  in  Missouri.  He  was  a  successful  and  prosper- 
ous farmer  and  a  man  of  some  position  in  his  com- 
munity, both  he  and  his  wife  being  devout  church- 
people.  The  father  is  buried  in  Texas,  while  the  mother 
died  in  Missouri  and  is  there  buried. 

Up  to  the  time  when  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age 
Lycurgus  W.  Porter  obediently  remained  on  the  home 
farm,  where  he  was  his  father 's  main  assistant.  His 
schooling  was  not  elaborate  in  its  scope  and  nature,  be- 
ing confined  to  the  country  schools  of  the  community 
where  he  was  reared,  and  when  he  reached  his  legal  ma- 
jority he  answered  the  call  of  the  world  to  young  man- 
hood, and  set  out  upon  his  own  responsibility.  He  came 
to  Texas  in  1872  and  went  to  work  on  the  cattle  ranges 
of  the  state,  that  field  oifering  a  sure  employment  to 
young  and  inexperienced  men.  For  ten  years  he  con- 
tinued in  the  cattle  business,  and  in  those  years  he  drove 
cattle  through  numerous  states,  including  Kansas  and 
Nebraska.  He  prospered  in  his  work,  and  in  1882  he 
bought  a  farm  in  Baylor  county,  Texas,  and  he  carried  on 
a  successful  farming  enterprise  untU  1907.  He  then 
went  to  Belleview  and  bought  a  farm  and  operated  there 
until  1910,  when  he  sold  it,  and  came  to  Petrolia.  He 
operated  on  a  generous  plan,  and  his  profits  were  un- 
failing with  each  season.  He  finally  disposed  of  his 
farming  interests  and  in  1910  chose  the  town  of  Petrolia 
as  a  suitable  location  for  the  enterprise  he  had  in  mind, 
and  in  that  year  he  established  the  livery  business  in 
which  he  was  so  successful  and  which  he  has  now  rele- 
gated to  his  son's  sole  charge  and  supervision,  himself 
having  retired  from  all  business  activities.  In  the  years 
that  he  devoted  to  business  Mr.  Porter  amassed  consid- 
erable wealth,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  finan- 
cially stable  men  of  the  city  and  county. 

The  status  of  the  man  in  his  recently  chosen  com- 
munity is  that  of  a  leader  in  every  worthy  enterprise 
that  is  inaugurated  within  the  limits  of  the  city.  He  is 
quite  generallv  known  as  the  Peacemaker  of  Petrolia,  and 
he  is  the  friend  of  all,  and  all  are  his  friends.  The  peo- 
ple bring  him  their  problems  of  life  and  seek  his  advice 
on  matters  of  moment  to  them,  and  no  man  in  the  com- 
munity has  a  greater  following  among  all  classes  than 
he.  He  has  made  good,  in  common  parlance,  in  every- 
thing he  has  undertaken.  In  his  ranching  and  farming 
business,  he  was  undeniably  successful,  as  success  is 
measured  by  the  amassing  of  property.  In  his  public 
career  he  has  given  excellent  service  in  every  office  the 
people  have  called  him  to,  and  now,  when  he  has  retired 
from  business  life  and  is  giving  his  sole  attention  to  the 
administration  of  his  office  of  mayor  of  Petrolia,  he  has 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all. 

For  nearly  forty  vears  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  chuch,  Mr."Porter  is  one  of  the  active  church- 
men of  the  community.  His  family  also  have  member- 
ship in  that  body. 

On  Christmas  Day,  in  1881,  Mr.  Porter  was  married 
in  Baylor  county,  Texas,  where  he  long  made  his  home, 
to  Miss  Mary  N.  Moon,  the  daughter  of  E.  J.  Moon,  for- 
merly of  Alabama.  To  them  were  born  eight  children — 
four" sons  and  four  daughters — named  as  follows:  Eolla, 
deceased;  Harley  L. ;  Attrice  B.;  lola;  Lawrence; 
A'erda;  Boyd  and  Cleta. 

The  family  have  a  leading  social  position  in  Petrolia, 
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and    have   a   host    of   genuine   frieuils    in    the    city    and 
county. 

Fraxcis  Gates  Ford,  M.  D.  It  is  now  thirty  years 
since  Dr.  Ford  began  his  practice  at  Nacogdoches.  His 
career  as  a  menilier  of  the  Texas  iXedical  profession  is 
even  longer,  since  he  earned  his  degree  and  began  prac- 
tice in  the  state  in  1873.  In  his  profession  he  has  been 
l^uown  as  a  man  always  apace  with  the  progress  of  his 
great  science,  and  by  post-graduate  worli  and  private 
study,  has  never  suffered  severely  from  competition  by 
younger  men.  Both  his  family  and  his  personal  record 
are  interesting  subjects  for  biographical  mention. 

Francis  Gates  Ford  was  born  in  Newton  county,  Texas, 
September  17,  1849.  The  forefathers  were  descended 
from  the  Stuarts  of  Scotland,  came  over  the  ocean  and 
founded  a  home  among  the  American  Indians,  and  as 
early  settlers  of  South  Carolina  joined  the  lighting  forces 
under  Ceneral  Marion,  and  lent  their  aid  in  effecting  in- 
dependence for  the  colonies.  The  grandfather  of  Dr. 
Ford  was  John  Ford,  a  South  Carolina  planter  and  slave 
holder,  who  subsequently  moved  to  Hinds  county,  Mis- 
sissippi, where  he  died.  His  children  were:  Joseph  and 
Samuel,  who  were  long  identified  with  the  profession  of 
law  at  Shreveport,  Louisiana :  AVashington.  who  died  in 
Mississippi;  Gatherine,  who  married  Mr.  Wommacli  and 
died  at  Shreveport;  and  Sarah,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Bev.  Thomas  GrifSn,  the  latter  having  been  a  prominent 
factor  in  the  separation  of  the  Methodist  church  into 
Northern  and  Southern  branches,  and  was  one  of  the 
fathers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Ghurch,  South. 

Eev.  David  Ford,  the  father  of  Dr.  Ford,  was  a  Meth- 
odist minister,  was  born  in  the  Marion  district  of  South 
Carolina  in  1806,  and  came  to  Texas  in  the  early  forties 
while  the  Eepublic  was  still  in  existence.  He  had  a  lib- 
eral education,  and  it  is  believed  that  he  was  a  student 
at  Princeton  College,  since  he  met  his  wife  there.  Though 
a  regular  preacher  of  the  gospel,  he  devoted  himself  to 
farming,  and  had  a  household  of  slaves  until  the  war 
set  them  free.  Though  too  old  and  physically  infirm  to 
go  to  the  front,  during  the  war  he  was  quartermaster  in 
his  district,  and  did  a  fine  service  in  relieving  hunger  and 
distress,  and  in  handling  the  mail  as  postmaster  at  Burk- 
ville,  where  he  lived.  He  furnished  four  sons  to  the  Con- 
federate army,  two  of  them  with  the  First  Texas  in- 
fantry, in  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia,  and  two  in 
the  First  Texas  Cavalry.  His  son,  John,  in  the  Virginian 
army,  was  captured  with  twenty-three  comrades,  while 
fighting  a  regiment  of  Federals,  after  killing  more  than 
two  hundred  of  the  enemy,  and  suffering  capture  only 
because  ammunition  ran  out.  The  bravery  and  resolu- 
tion of  these  Confederates  caused  their  captors  to  desire 
their  parole,  but  instead  they  were  sent  to  Camp  Chase, 
Ohio,  where  John  Ford  died,  and  his  body  was  buried 
there.  Eev.  David  Ford  married  Miss  JIaria  Van  Dyke 
Hamilton,  who  died  at  Nacogdoches  in  1897.  Eev.  David 
Ford  died  at  Burkville,  Texas,  in  lSi4.  His  children 
were  Thomas  W.,  of  Houston ;  Mrs.  Gatherine  Nation 
of  Newton  county,  Texas;  Mrs.  Ellen  Gates,  died  near 
Shreveport,  Louisiana;  Addie,  who  married  William  Nor- 
vel,  and  died  at  Burkville;  John  D.,  who  was  the  soldier 
above  mentioned;  Henry  Harrison,  who  died  at  Orange; 
William  Hamilton,  who  died  in  Beaumont;  and  Dr.  Fran- 
cis C. 

Burkville  was  the  early  home  of  Dr.  Ford,  and  he  re- 
ceived his  education  both  under  private  instnictions  and 
in  the  public  schools.  Though  a  boy  just  entering  his 
teens,  when  the  war  broke  out,  he  was  old  enough  to  give 
much  assistance  to  his  father,  in  the  conduct  of  the 
quartermaster 's  business,  and  in  handling  the  Burkville 
postofiSce.  That  experience  proved  valuable  to  him  in 
later  life,  as  an  early  training  in  routine  of  business. 
About  1870  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  in  Mobile. 
Alaliama,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1873.  Eeturning 
home,  he  practiced  at  Burkville  a  few  years,  and  then 


interrupted  his  practice  for  another  period  of  study,  en- 
tering Tulane  University  at  New  Orleans,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1880.  From  that  time  until  1883,  Dr. 
Ford  was  located  at  Jasper,  and  since  then  has  had  his 
home  and  his  office  in  Nacogdoches.  His  professional  effi- 
ciency has  been  increased  by  several  courses  in  post- 
graduate work  at  different  times,  and  he  has  identified 
himself  with  professional  affairs  as  a  member  of  the 
County  and  State  Medical  Societies  and  National  Asso- 
ciation. 

Ih.  I'uni  lias  a  noteworthy  military  record.  His  expe- 
1  irih,'  ill  ihat  direction  began  in  1887,  when  he  joined 
till'  Xanii^do,  lirs  company  of  the  Texas  National  Guards, 
ami  filially  retired  after  having  served  as  chief  surgeon 
and  medical  director.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish- 
American  War,  Dr.  Ford  was  commissioned  by  President 
McKinley  as  brigade  surgeon  and  assigned  to  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade  of  the  First  Division  of  the  7th  Army  corps. 
His  actual  service,  however,  was  as  division  surgeon  of 
1st  Division,  7th  corps,  on  staff'  of  General  J.  Warren 
Keifer's  command  of  General  Fitjhugh  Lee's  corps.  He 
went  to  Cuba  nitli  hi^  command,  and  aided  in  establish- 
in-  <:iiii|i  Cnliiiiiliia.  iii'ar  Havana,  and  helped  to  clean 
ii|i  till'  ra|iital  an^l  make  it  a  sanitarv  place,  after  the 
Spanish  tinni^s  lia.l  1,'ft.  Dr.  Ford  left  the  island  in 
April,  ISO!),  and  was  discharged  by  general  order  of  the 
war  department  soon  after  that  date. 

In  early  years  Dr.  Ford  did  considerable  service  as  an 
active  Democrat,  representing  his  home  district  as  dele- 
gate to  various  state  conventions.  He  was  a  delegate 
when  Governor  Boss  was  nominated,  and  again  in  1890 
when  Governor  Hogg  received  his  first  call  from  the  Texas 
democracy.  Outside  of  his  profession,  and  his  careful 
attention  to  the  large  clientage  in  and  about  Nacog- 
doches, with  several  other  citizens  he  assisted  in  con- 
structing the  original  water  works  plant  at  Nacogdoches, 
now  one  of  the  best  in  the  state.  Dr.  Ford  affiliates 
with  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  of  Masonry,  with  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  his  church 
is  the  Episcopal. 

Dr.  Ford  in  May,  1876,  at  Shreveport,  married  Miss 
Fannie  Gates,  a  daughter  of  Wesley  Gates.  She  died  in 
Burkville  in  1879,  leaving  a  son,  Francis  C,  a  druggist 
of  Nacogdoches.  At  Nacogdoches,  in  June,  1898,  Dr. 
Ford  married  Miss  Jane  Thompson,  whose  father  was 
Judge  Thompson,  marine  judge  in  New  York  City.  The 
doctor  has  no  children  by  his  second  marriage. 


Ed  Hekdricks,  senior  member  of  the  mercantile  firm 
of  Hendricks  and  Anderson,  of  Cooper,  Texas,  is  a  rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  ante  helium  families  of  the 
Lone  Star  state. 

John  Pierson  Hendricks,  the  father  of  Ed  Hendricks, 
caiup  from  Springfield,  Missouri,  to  Texas  some  time  In 
tlic  "(I  ^.  III'  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  born  in  1834,  and 
Willi  Irmi)  tliire  to  Missouri  when  a  child,  where,  in 
Crnii."  .niiiiiy,  he  was  reared  and  educated,  his  educa- 
tional achantages,  however,  being  limited.  At  that  date 
St.  Louis  was  the  farthest  west  railroad  point,  and  the 
Hendricks  family  made  the  journey  to  Texas  in  true 
pioneer  fashion,  namely,  by  wagon.  Their  destination 
was  Biardstown  community  in  Lamar  county,  where 
John  P.  Hendricks  became  a  leading  factor  in  the  agri- 
cultural and  stock  industry,  and  also  in  the  gin  and  mill 
business  of  that  place.  John  P.  Hendricks  was  a  son  of 
Isaac  Hendricks,  who  also  came  to  Texas.  Isaac  Hen- 
dricks' father  was  William  Hendricks,  who  lived  and 
died  at  Baltimore,  Maryland.  He  was  the  progenitor  of 
various  branches  of  'the  family  that  are  scattered 
throughout  the  South.  Isaac  Hendricks  married  Hamsy 
Webster,  and  their  children  were  John  P.,  Shadrick,  Me- 
shack,  Marshall;  Mary  J.,  who  has  been  twice  married, 
first  to  Kirk  Johnson  and  after  his  deatli  to  John  Evans; 
Elzora,   wife   of   James   Dillard,    of   Oregon,    and   Arte- 
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missa,  wife  of  Benjamin  Jackson,  of  Oklahoma.  John 
P.  Hendricks  died  in  1907.  He  maintained  a  strong  in- 
terest in  democratic  politics,  and  was  a  man  of  Southern 
prejudices  and  practices,  but  he  took  no  part  in  the 
effort  to  establish  the  Confederate  States.  His  widow, 
Serena  (Smith)  Hendricks,  is  still  a  resident  of  Cooper, 
Texas.  Of  their  children,  we  record  that  Robert,  born 
in  1862,  married  Miss  Lillie  Duncan,  and  is  with  the 
Hendricks- Anderson  firm  of  Cooper;  Gay,  of  Paris, 
Texas,  married  May  Jackson ;  Ed,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth,  and  the 
youngest,  Gertrude,  is  the  wife  of  Neal  Duncan,  of 
Paris,  Texas. 

Ed  Hendricks  was  born  November  13,  1873,  at  Biards- 
town,  Lamar  countv,  and  spent  the  first  sixteen  years  of 
life  on  his  father''s  farm.  In  addition  to  a  common 
school  education,  he  had  the  advantage  of  a  course  in  a 
business  college,  and  when  he  was  seventeen  he  entered 
upon  his  business  career.  His  chief  training  has  been  in 
the  broad  school  of  experience,  where  he  has  rounded  out 
a  character  typical  of  the  prosperous,  genial  Southerner, 
on  good  terms  with  himself  and  everybody  around  him. 
He  earned  his  first  money  as  an  employe  of  the  mill  and 
gin  at  Biardstown,  and  subsequently  he  ran  a  confec- 
tionery stand  at  that  place.  On  coming  to  Delta  county, 
he  found  cmplovment  as  clerk  for  S.  C.  Eatliff  in  the  old 
town  of  Charleston,  at  .$16.00  a  month,  and  there  famil- 
iarized himself  with  all  the  details  of  the  business  and 
developed  into  a  successful  salesman  and  merchant.  His 
ambition  was  to  have  a  business  of  his  own,  and  when 
he  had  accumulated  a  small  capital  he  put  in  a  stock  of 
groceries  and  dry  goods  at  Charleston,  and  thus  opened 
up  an  independent  career.  His  first  capital  amounted  to 
only  $425,  but  he  met  with  success  from  the  very  start, 
and  subsequently  doubled  and  trebled  his  stock.  After 
fourteen  years  spent  at  Charleton,  he  was  ready  for  a 
wider  field  of  activity.  At  that  time  his  cash  on  hand 
and  stock  in  trade  were  in  marked  contrast  with  the  few 
dollars  he  had  put  into  the  business. 

On  coming  to  Cooper  in  1910,  Mr.  Hendricks  em- 
barked in  the  grocery  business  in  his  own  brick  house, 
just  off  the  main  square  of  the  town.  The  following 
year  he  joined  Carter  Anderson  in  the  purchase  of  the 
business  of  Cooper  Bros.,  and  under  the  firm  name  of 
Hendricks  &  Anderson  is  now  identified  with  a  mercan- 
tile business  that  is  at  the  head  in  its  line  in  Delta  coun- 
ty. Mr.  Henderson  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Cooper,  vice  president  of  the  Home 
Relief  Insurance  Company,  and  president  of  the  Delta 
Retail  Merchants'  Association.  Also,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Cooper  Board  of  Trade. 

Wliile  a  resident  of  Charleston,  Mr.  Hendricks  was 
married  to  Miss  Nina  Akard,  daughter  of  Henry  Akard 
and  wife,  nee  Terrell.  The  Akards,  as  the  name  sug- 
gests, are  of  ("lerman  origin,  and  Henry  Akard  is  one  of 
the  merchants  of  Charleston.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hendricks 
are  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Gertrude,  Bes- 
sie. Noland,  Earl,  Gordon  and  Lucile. 

Mr.  Hendricks'  social  interests  include  membership 
in  the  A.  P.  and  A.  M.  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

David  K.  Renfro.  Brownwood,  Texas,  has  among  its 
honored  retired  citizens  many  men  to  whom  it  owes 
much,  men  of  the  highest  tjrpe  of  responsible  citizenship. 
They  have  been  useful  to  the  community  through  their 
activities  in  business,  their  public  services  and  their 
professional  achievements,  and  now,  having  stepped 
somewhat  aside  from  the  busy  paths  that  their  descend- 
ants still  creditably  occupy,  are  entitled  to  the  consid- 
eration and  respect  which  they  universally  receive. 
Standing  prominent  among  this  class  of  citizens  may  be 
mentioned  David  K.  Renfro,  who  for  years  was  en- 
gaged  in    farming   and   as   a   druggist.     He   was   born 


March  16,  1840,  in  Sabine  county,  Texas,  and  is  a  son 
of  David  and  Martha  (Dixon)  Renfro. 

The  Renfro  family  is  of  Scotch  descent,  and  many  of 
the  name  are  to  be  found  in  the  StAte  of  Missouri, 
from  whence  came  David  Renfro  to  Texaj  in  1822.  He 
was  an  early  pioneer,  farmer,  stock  raiser  and  slave 
owner,  and  continued  in  active  operations  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  April  13,  1865,  the 
day  of  General  Lee's  surrender  at  Appomattox.  Dur- 
ing the  early  days  of  the  Texas  frontier,  he  was  coui- 
missioned  by  the  United  States  Government  as  captain 
of  the  Home  Guards,  an  organization  for  the  protection 
of  the  early  settlers  against  the  Indians  and  Mexican 
desperadoes.  Five  sons  and  one  daughter  were  born  to 
David  and  Martha  (Dixon)  Renfro,  and  of  these  David 
K.  was  the 'next  to  the  youngest. 

David  K.  Renfro  secured  his  education  in  the  private 
schools  of  early  Texas,  and  proved  a  diligent  scholar, 
making  the  most  of  his  somewhat  limited  opportunities. 
His  first  business  was  in  freighting  with  ox-teams  and 
mule-teams  from  Grandoeo,  Louisiana,  to  various  points 
in  Texas,  and  while  thus  engaged  hauled  l.irge  lo.ids  of 
merchandise  from  fifty  to  ninety  miles.  Mr.  Eenfro 
continued  to  be  thus  engaged  until  1861,  when  the  out- 
break of  the  war  between  the  North  and  the  South 
caused  him  to  lay  aside  his  private  interests  to  join  the 
ranks  of  the  Confederate  army,  and  he  accordingly  en- 
listed in  the  First  Texas  Infantry,  Hood's  Brigade, 
First  Division,  under  Generals  Longstreet  and  Lee. 
Serving  throughout  the  war,  Mr.  Renfro  participated  in 
fifty-one  engagements,  and  made  an  excellent  record 
for  bravery  and  faithful  service.  He  was  discharged 
at  the  close  of  the  struggle  as  orderly  sergeant  of  his 
command,  and  upon  his  return  to  private  life  engaged 
in  farming  in  Sabine  county,  where  he  hired  twenty- 
five  negroes,  cotton  being  his  principal  crop.  Next  he 
opened  a  400-acre  farm  on  the  Colorado  river,  where  he 
was  the  first  to  raise  cotton  in  that  country.  In  1867 
he  moved  to  Shelby  county,  Texas,  and  continued  to 
farm  until  1869,  then  returning  to  Sabine  county, 
where  in  addition  to  carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits 
he  was  the  proprietor  of  a  general  merchandise  business 
at  Milan.  Disposing  of  his  interests  there  in  1873,  he 
came  to  Brown  county,  and  after  spending  about  seven- 
teen years  in  farming  came  to  Brownwood  and  opened 
a  pharmacy.  This,  like  his  other  ventures,  proved  a  de- 
cided success  and  he  continued  as  proprietor  of  the  drug 
store  until  1905,  when  he  retired,  turning  over  50%  of 
the  business  to  his  sons,  who  are  still  conducting  it.  Al- 
though now  living  a  quiet  life,  he  still  takes  an  interest 
in  commercial  activities,  and  is  known  as  one  of  his 
community's  most  substantial  men.  His  business  career 
was  one  of  untiring  industry  and  perseverance,  and  at 
all  times  he  well  merited  the  esteem  of  his  business  a.s- 
sociates  and  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  had 
transactions. 

On  October  23,  1867,  Mr.  Renfro  was  married  in 
Shelby  county,  Texas,  to  Miss  Alif  A.  Tillman,  of  Scotch 
descent,  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Elga  (Modlock)  Till- 
man, the  former  of  whom  was  engaged  in  farming  for 
many  years  in  Shelby  county.  Eight  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Renfro,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living,  six  being  residents 
of  Brownwood,  while  the  oldest  son  is  in  business  in 
Forth  Worth,  and  another  is  a  farmer  and  stockman  of 
Wagner.  Oklahoma.     All  are  married. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Renfro  are  spending  their  last  days  in 
their  comfortable  home  in  Brownwood,  surrounded  by 
their  many  friends.  They  are  faithful  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  South.  Always  a  stanch 
democrat,  Mr.  Renfro  has  been  active  in  his  support 
of  his  party's  candidates,  while  his  fraternal  connection 
is  with  the  local  lodge  of  the  Masonic  order,  with  the 
members  of  which  he  is  decidedly  popular. 
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Heber  Stone.  One  of  the  ablest  and  most  useful 
oituens  of  Washington  county  and  of  the  state  was 
the  late  Heber  Stone,  who  died  at  his  home  in  Bren- 
ham  September  22,  1906.  Among  Texas  bankers  he 
held  a  high  place,  and  the  varied  activities  of  his  career 
whether  in  business  or  in  citizenship  were  a  valuable 
factor  in  Washington  county  for  nearly  thirty  years. 
Hundreds  of  people  knew  his  work,  his  public  service, 
his  high  character  and  his  great  business  enterprise,  and 
throughout  his  continuous  business  success  he  was  always 
guided  by  lofty  ideals  and  dominated  at  all  times  by  a 
strong  sense  of  duty. 

Heber  Stone  was  born  in  Louisburg,  North  Carolina, 
August  26,  1853,  a  son  of  D.  C.  and  Mary  (Yarbarough)  , 
Stone.  The  family  moved  to  Texas  about  1858,  locating 
at  Galveston.  D,  C.  Stone  was  one  of  Galveston's  most 
prominent  citizens.  A  successful  cotton  factor,  he  had 
the  honor  of  election  as  the  first  president  of  the  Gal- 
veston Cotton  Exchange,  and  served  as  mayor  of  the 
citv  of  Galveston  in  1877-78.  His  death  occurred  in 
1SS4. 

The  late  Heber  Stone  grew  up  in  Galveston,  attended 
the  public  schools,  finished  his  literary  training  in  the 
University  of  Virginia,  and  was  a  student  of  law  in 
Galveston  in  the  office  of  General  Waul  until  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1875.  While  his  best  work  was  accom- 
plished in  fields  outside  of  his  profession,  the  late  Heber 
Stone  was  a  lawyer  of  large  attainments  and  powers, 
aud  for  some  years  did  a  successful  practice.  He  fol- 
lowed his  profession  in  Galveston,  but  in  1876  became 
one  of  the  pioneer  members  of  the  Brown  county  bar, 
and  from  that  county  in  1879  moved  to  Brenham  in 
Washington  county.  During  his  residence  in  Brown 
county  he  served  as  county  attorney  one  term.  On  his 
removal  to  Brenham  Mr.  Stone  became  identified  with 
the  banking  house  of  Giddings  &  Giddings,  and  remained 
with  that  old  financial  institution  for  some  years.  Fi- 
nally selling  his  interests  there,  he  devoted  himself  to 
his  private  affairs  for  several  years,  but  in  1899  or- 
ganized the  private  bank  which  was  conducted  under 
his  individual  name,  "Heber  Stone."  In  1890  his  pri- 
vate bank  was  consolidated  with  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Brenham,  and  Mr.  Stone  acquired  controlling  interest 
in  that  bank  and  became  its  president.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year  he  was  the  chief  executive  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Brenham  until  1903.  From 
that  time  until  his  death  most  of  his  time  and  atten- 
tion were  taken  up  in  the  supervision  of  his  extensive 
land  and  other  investments  throughout  the  state. 

To  this  able  business  man  political  honors  came,  and 
he  might  have  gained  more  had  he  so  desired.  Prom 
1896  to  1900  he  sat  in  the  state  senate,  and  throughout 
that  time  served  as  chairman  of  the  finance  committee, 
a  position  for  which  his  experience  and  training  well 
fitted  him.  While  in  the  sen.ite  he  also  displayed  much 
interest  in  educational  ntT.iiis,  unrpt.'d  every  oppor- 
tunity to  raise  the  staiulnul^  nf  -t.-iic  education  and 
improve  its  institutions,  piii  tiriiini  ly  tlir  University  of 
Texas.  Fraternally  the  latr  ^Ir.  Stone  belonged  to  the 
Masons,  and  had  taken  the  Knights  Templar  degree  in 
that   order. 

In  June,  1879,  Heber  Stone  married  Miss  Louise  Gid- 
dings, daughter  of  J.  D.  Giddings,  a  sketch  of  whose 
family  is  found  In  succeeding  paragraphs.  Mrs.  Stone 
was  born  in  Brenham  and  still  lives  at  her  old  home, 
representing  one  of  the  most  distinguished  families  in 
Washington  county  and  esteemed  for  her  own  beautiful 
personality  and  social  and  charitable  efforts.  To  her 
marriage  were  born  five  children,  as  follows:  Giddings 
Stone,  born  in  1880,  and  now  joint  manager  of  the 
estate  of  his  father;  Mary,  born  in  1882,  wife  of  Dr. 
E.  E.  Nicholson,  a  physician  and  surgeon  of  Brenham ; 
Heber  Stone,  Jr.,  born  in  1884,  and  joint  manager  with 
his  brother  of  his  father 's  estate ;  Albert  Stone,  born 
in  1886,  a  Brenham  lawyer;  and  Louise  Stone,  born  in 
1892,  and  living  at  home  with  her  mother. 


C.-iLviN  Denton  Lindley,  M.  D.  Since  the  year  1906 
Archer  City,  Texas,  has  known  the  professional  activities 
of  Dr.  Calvin  Denton  Lindley,  one  of  the  younger  medical 
men  of  this  section  of  the  state,  and  a  generous  measure 
of  patronage  is  accorded  to  him  in  his  professional  capac- 
ity.    He  is  a  native  product  of  the  state,  born  in   De 

1 1   'ill   IiiNcniber  10,   1878,  and  is  the  son  of  D.  and 

~^lis.  \;iih  V  (  Iifnton)  Lindley,  natives  of  Georgia  and 
T,. -Mv,  irsiu-etively. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindley  were  married  in  Tennessee  and 
came  to  Texas  soon  thereafter,  settling  in  Cooke  county, 
this  state,  where  tlie  father  practiced  medicine  for  years, 
Burkett,  Texas,  having  been  his  place  of  residence  for 
the  past  quarter  century.  The  mother,  wlio  is  now  in 
her  fifty-fifth  year,  was  reared  an-l  r.lnnii.'ri  in  ]trr  na- 
tive state  of  Tennessee.  Five  i-ImI.Ik  n  wrr,-  Imhh  i,,  |ir. 
and  Mrs.  Lindley,  and  Calvin  Dt-ntmi  l,iihl|r\   i^  tlir  iliinl 

of  the  number.     He  was  educated  m  the  >rl I<  ,,i   iul(>- 

man  county  and  the  University  of  the  SmuiIi  at  s.m.iihc, 
Tennessee,  taking  his  M.  D.  degree  from  ili.'  latin  insti- 
tution in  1900.  Soon  after  his  graduatiun  I  >r.  laiiilley 
came  to  Burkett,  and  for  three  years  was  engaged  in 
practice  in  his  old  home  town.  He  then  went  to  Pioneer, 
Texas,  for  the  space  of  three  years,  after  which  he  came 
to  Archer  City,  and  here  he  has  since  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  a  constantly  growing  general  practice.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  regular  practice,  he  has  the  duties  of  the  of- 
fice of  city  physician  to  attend  to,  and  finds  himself  one 
of  the  busiest  men  of  the  community. 

Dr.  Lindley  has  membership  in  the  County  and  State 
Medical  Societies,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church. 

In  October,  1899,  Dr.  Lin.11.^  >  a-  „.:,n\.:]  at  Ard- 
more,  Indian  Territorv.  to  Mis-    -:  I:        n.  a  daugh- 

ter   of   John    and    Mrs.    Eober.;;       i|,     ■         l.iMun.      The 

father  still   lives  and  makes   Ins   1 :'■   ai    K'ash   Springs, 

Texas.  Three  children  have  been  liorn  to  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Lindley.  The  eldest.  Miss  Jewell  H.,  is  attending  school 
in  Burkett,  Texas;  Ray,  born  in  1904,  also  attemls 
school  there;  and  Harold,  who  was  born  in  1907,  lives 
with  the  parents  in  Archer  City. 

Although  the  early  years  which  Dr.  Lindley  spent  in 
practice  with  his  father  in  Burkett  were  invaluable  to 
him  in  establishing  him  and  giving  him  an  experience 
beyond  his  years,  his  own  efforts  have  had  a  great  influ- 
ence iu  gaining  to  him  the  position  he  now  enjoys.  He 
is  studious  and  progressive,  and  devoted  to  his  profes- 
sion, and  is  rightly  regarded  as  one  of  the  coming  medi- 
cal men  of  the  state.  Dr.  Lindley  is  especially  enthusi- 
astic on  the  subject  of  the  development  of  Texas,  and 
has  an  unlimited  faith  in  her  future. 

John  Perry  Alexander.  John  Perry  Alexander  has 
done  his  full  share  in  the  work  of  advancing  Olney  in  in- 
terest and  importance  in  Young  county,  for  he  has  been 
the  main  spring  and  movement  in  the  work  of  making 
his  dry  goods  business  to  occupy  the  place  of  one  of  the 
leading  concerns  of  its  kind  in  the  county.  He  came 
here  iu  1908,  and,  together  with  Terrell  Collins,  they 
have  evolved  a  merchandise  business  that  bids  fair  to 
outgrow  its  confines  within  a  brief  time.  Mr.  Alexander 
has  shown  himself  to  be  a  merchandiser  of  no  slender 
ability,  and  Olney  has  been  fortunate  in  drawing  to  her- 
self one  of  his  character  and  capacity. 

Born  on  July  1,  1883,  John  Perry  Alexander  claims 
Decatur,  Wise  county.  Texas,  as  his  birth  place,  and 
John  Crockett  and  "Ella  (CoUom)  Alexander  as  his 
parents.  The  father,  a  native  of  Mississippi,  came  to 
Texas  in  1878,  and  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
Wise  county.  Early  in  his  life  he  was  a  school-teacher, 
but  in  his  more  advanced  years  he  devoted  himself  to 
stock-farming.  He  is  now  in  the  sixty-second  year  of 
his  age,  and  is  hale  and  hearty,  and  yet  carrying  on  his 
business  affairs.  His  wife  and  the  mother  of  the  sub- 
ject was  born  in  Wise  county  aud  there  reared.     She  is 
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now  forty-nine  years  of  age,  and  the  mother  of  eleven 
children. 

John  Perry  Alexander  was  the  first  born  of  the  eleven 
children  that  came  to  his  parents.  He  was  afforded  the 
privilege  of  attending  the  public  schools  of  Wise  county 
as  a  boy,  and  at  an  early  age  identified  himself  with 
the  dry  goods  business,  starting  in  the  stores  in  Decatur 
and  there  gaining  the  experience,  for  the  most  part,  that 
has  made  his  later  success  possible.  In  1903  he  went 
to  Alvord  for  five  years,  where  he  was  similarly  occupied 
and  bent  upon  learning  what  he  could  that  would  be  of 
practical  use  to  him  in  conducting  an  independent  busi- 
ness, and  when  he  came  to  Olney  in  1908  he  felt  himself 
ready  to  put  to  use  the  accumulations  of  the  few  years 
of  experience  he  had  behind  him.  With  one  Mr.  Terrell 
Collins  he  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  business,  and  while 
the.v  started  iu  a  small  way,  it  is  worthy  of  mention  that 
their  establishment,  after  five  years  of  growth,  is  one 
of  the  leading  mercantile  stores  in  Young  county.  A 
complete  stock  of  all  kinds  of  dry  goods  is  carried,  in- 
cluding men  's  and  women  's  wearing  apparel,  and  theirs 
is  one  of  the  best  patronized  stores  in  the  county,  and 
one  that  bears  a  highly  creditable  reputation  for  honest 
goods  and  honorable  methods  of  business. 

Mr.  Alexander  is  a  member  of  the  Texas  Volunteer 
Guard,  and  of  the  Pythian  Knights,  but  has  no  other 
fraternal  or  social  relations.  He  is  a  Democrat,  but  not 
especially  active  in  the  party. 

On  March  9,  1909,  Mr.  Alexander  was  married  to  Miss 
Susan  Jackson,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Jane 
Jackson,  a  well  known  family  in  Wise  county. 

Mr.  Alexander  is  a  shining  example  of  the  successful 
young  business  man  who  gained  his  foothold  in  the  busi- 
ness world  through  the  exercise  of  habits  of  thrift  and 
integrity,  and  his  success  as  such  is  one  that  is  especially 
pleasing  to  contemplate. 

Sell  Melugin.  As  county  judge  of  Archer  county, 
Judge  Sell  Melugin  is  continuing  a  record  of  public 
service  that  began  in  190S  with  his  election  to  the  ofSce 
of  county  and  district  clerk.  In  both  positions  he  has 
demonstrated  a  high  order  of  ability  and  has  proven 
himself  a  wise  choice  on  the  part  of  the  voters  of  the 
district.  Prior  to  his  public  service.  Judge  Melugin  was 
engaged  in  school  teaching  for  some  five  years,  and  was 
one  of  the  promising  young  educators  of  the  county. 

Born  in  Jack  county,  Texas,  on  August  22,  1881,  Judge 
Melugin  is  a  son  of  S.  E.  and  Annie  (Beard)  Melugin, 
the  father  a  native  son  of  Texas,  born  in  Fannin,  and 
the  mother  born  in  Missouri.  In  her  young  days  she  set- 
tled in  Fannin,  Texas,  and  she  is  still  living  at  the  age 
of  fifty-two  years.  The  father  is  a  prosperous  stock- 
man, who  years  ago  removed  from  Fannin  county  to 
Jack  county,  and  still  later  to  Archer  county,  where  he 
now  resides,  aged  fifty-nine  years.  Four  sons  and  two 
daughters  were  born  to  ilr.  and  Mrs.  Melugin,  and  the 
subject  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  He  attended 
the  schools  of  Jack  county  and  finished  his  training  in 
the  high  school  of  Archer  City,  after  which  he  taught 
school  for  five  years  in  Archer  county.  In  1908  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  and  district  clerk,  a  posi- 
tion he  filled  with  all  efiiciency  until  191L',  when  he  was 
elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  to  the  office  of  county 
judge.  Already  has  he  given  an  excellent  account  of 
himself  in  that  office,  and  he  gives  promise  of  a  worthy 
career  as  a  public  official.  Already  he  has  a  wide  ac- 
quaintance in  this  section  of  the  state,  and  he  is  highly 
esteemed  of  all  who  know  him.  His  success  has  come 
thus  far  as  the  logical  result  of  his  own  excellent  activ- 
ities and  in  acknowled;.fment  of  the  numerous  worthy 
traits  that  characterize  him  anumg  his  fellows.  Judge 
Melugin  has  membershi]i  in  the  Woodmen  of  the  World, 
but  has  no  other  fraternal  affiliations. 

On  January  28,  1906,  the  Judge  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Cordie  Moore,  of  Archer  City,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Moore,  both  of  whom  are  yet 


living,  and  who  came  to  Texas  in  their  youth  with  old 
pioneer  families  of  the  state.  One  child  has  been  born 
to  Judge  and  Mrs.  Melugin — Francis,  born  December  16, 
1908. 

Walter  Jennings  Crook,  M.  D.,  of  Cooper,  Texas, 
holds  prestige  both  as  a  professional  man  and  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  prominent  pioneer  families  of 
the  State. 

Doctor  Crook's  father,  Jere  S.  Crook,  came  to  Lamar 
county,  Texas,  in  1840,  with  his  parents,  from  Henderson 
county,  Tennessee,  the  journey  being  made  by  wagon 
across  the  wilds  of  Arkansas  and  into  the  Texas  fron- 
tier. Their  home  was  established  about  six  miles  south- 
east of  Paris,  where  Jere  S.  grew  to  manhood.  He  was 
born  in  Henderson  coimty,  Tennessee,  February  22, 
1836,  and  was  therefore  four  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  their  removal  to  Texas.  His  education,  begun  in  the 
schools  near  his  home,  was  finished  in  the  old  McKenzie 
College  at  Clarksville,  Texas.  The  opening  of  the  war 
of  the  Eebellion  found  him  in  a  mood  to  espouse  the 
cause  of  the  South,  and  he  became  a  lieutenant  in  a 
Texas  regiment  which  became  a  part  of  Ector 's  Brigade. 
Among  other  engagements  of  the  war  in  which  he  partic- 
ipated were  those  of  Murfreesboro  and  Chickamauga, 
and  when  he  resumed  civil  life  it  was  as  a  farmer  in  the 
locality  where  his  boyhood  was  spent.  There  he  demon- 
strated his  success  and  won  a  place  among  the  large 
farmers  of  Lamar  county.  He  bore  an  active  part  in 
Democratic  polities  and  was  honored  with  the  chairman- 
ship of  his  county  committee.  He  became  a  strong 
Bryan  partisan,  and  his  following  the  cause  of  a  leader 
of  national  fame  added  strength  to  that  cause  in  Lamar 
county.  Jere  S.  Crook  was  a  sterling  citizen  as  well  as 
a  successful  farmer,  and  manifested  an  interest  in  and 
sympathy  for  the  social  and  religious  side  of  life.  He 
possessed  humaneness  to  a  marked  degree  and  lent  his 
voice  and  purse  to  the  advancement  of  righteous  work, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  church.  He  was  a  Methodist 
and  was  of  the  counsellors  of  that  body,  and  his  prac- 
tice was  always  to  entertain  strangers  at  his  home  with- 
out price.  His  body,  like  his  mind,  was  quick  and  ac- 
tive, his  carriage  erect,  his  weight  170  pounds,  his  height 
5  feet,  9  inches. 

Judge  John  Crook,  who  led  the  family  into  the  Texan 
frontier,  survived  the  period  of  the  Civil  war  and  filled 
local  office  here.  He  was  twice  married.  By  his  first 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Stell,  his  children  were  as 
follows:  Jere  S. ;  Lewis,  who  died  in  Lamar  county; 
MoUie,  wife  of  W.  H.  Hancock,  of  Paris,  Texas;  Mrs. 
George  Provine,  of  Paris ;  Mack,  at  one  time  sheriff  of 
Lamar  county,  is  deceased;  John  T.,  a  farmer  near 
Paris;  and  Mrs.  Susie  Kirk,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

Jere  S.  Crook  also  has  been  twice  married.  His  chil- 
dren are  by  his  second  wife,  who  was  formerly  Mrs. 
Mary  Jennings.  She  is  a  daughter  of  William  Yates. 
By  her  first  husband,  Eobert  Jennings,  her  children  are: 
Mrs.  Bedford,  deceased;  Mrs.  George  T.  Coleman,  of 
Paris,  Texas.  Her  children  by  Mr.  Crook  are :  Mrs.  Ed. 
T.  Smith,  of  New  York;  John  W.,  city  engineer  of 
Paris;  Charles  O.,  a  farmer  of  Lamar  county;  Dr.  Wal- 
ter J.,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch;  Stella,  wife 
of  John  Shultze,  of  Cooper;  Marvin  B.,  of  Paris,  and 
Mary,  wife  of  Fred  Wynne  of  Conlin,  Texas. 

Walter  Jennings  Crook  was  born  May  11,  187-1,  and 
grew  up  in  the  community  known  to  the  family  for 
many  years.  He  was  educated  chiefiy  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Gowdy  and  Downey,  who  conducted  splendid 
schools.  After  finishing  his  academic  work  in  Paris,  he 
began  preparing  himself  for  his  profession  hy  a  course 
of  study  in  medicine  in  the  offices  of  Doctor  Bedford,  his 
brother-in-law,  and  Doctor  Hooks,  an  able  physician  of 
Paris.  He  matriculated  in  the  University  of  Texas,  and 
graduated  from  the  medical  department,  at  Galveston,  m 
May,  1896.  Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Coop- 
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er,  where  he  has  since  remained.  And  since  his  residence 
here  he  has  taken  hospital  worlj  in  Chicago,  thus  fitting 
himself  for  greater  efficiency  in  the  local  field  of  surgery. 
His  alnia  mater  at  Galveston  has  also  furnished  him  op- 
portunity to  do  special  work,  and  he  is  identified  with 
the  local,  State,  and  North  Texas  medical  societies,  and 
these  connections  entitle  him  to  membership  in  the  na- 
tional association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Association 
of  American  Eailway  Surgeons,  and  is  local  surgeon  of 
the  Texas  Midland  Eailway  Company.  He  does  the  offi- 
cial examining  for  various  insurance  companies,  includ- 
ing the  Southwestern  and  Southland  Life  insurance  com- 
panies of  Dallas;  the  Sam  Houston  Life,  the  Aetna,  the 
Hartford,  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life,  the  Kansas  City  Life, 
the  Great  Southern  Life,  the  Ecjuitable  of  San  Antonio, 
the  San  Antonio  Life,  the  Fort  Worth  Life,  the  Wichita 
Southern  Life,  the  Eeliance  Life,  the  Federal  Life,  the 
Union  Central  Life,  etc.  And  in  addition  he  holds  the 
office  of  County  Health  Officer. 

Dr.  Crook  has  proved  himself  a  man  of  business  ability 
as  well  as  of  professional  skill.  He  is  vice  president  and 
a  director  of  the  Farmers  State  Bank  of  Cooper,  and  is 
a  stockholder  of  the  Delta  National  Bank. 

November  18,  1S96,  Doctor  Crook  and  Miss  Tennie 
C.  Wilson  were  united  in  marriage  at  Allen,  Collin 
county,  Texas,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  sons:  W. 
Wilson  and  J.  Hobson.  J.  Wilson  Crook  won  first  prize 
for  an  essay  on  Eobert  E.  Lee,  in  competition  as  one  of 
the  grade  pupils  of  the  Cooper  schools.  Mrs.  Crook  is  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  S.  Wilson  and  wife,  nee  Hobson,  and 
one  of  a  family  of  ten  children. 

Doctor  Crook 's  family  are  Methodists  and  he  is,  fra- 
ternally, identified  with  the  Woodmen  and  the  Masons. 

David  Luther  Painter.  The  active  life  of  this  en- 
terprising man  was  connected  with  the  most  important 
period  in  the  development  of  Gainesville,  from  1873 
to  September  23,  1911,  and  is  linked  with  the  construc- 
tion of  some  of  the  most  important  of  those  public 
works  which  stimulated  the  city 's  growth  and  were 
the  bases  of  its  commercial  supremacy.  A  friend  of 
education,  morality  and  good  citizenship,  a  philanthrop- 
ist whose  charities  will  never  be  known,  a  public-spir- 
ited citizen  who  placed  the  interests  of  his  community 
above  his  private  ambitions,  his  career  and  activities 
entitle  his  name  to  be  remembered  with  sentiments  of 
profound  veneration  among  the  founders  and  builders 
of   the   city's  greatness. 

David  Ijuther  Painter  was  born  at  Martinsburg,  Vir- 
ginia, in  1831.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  a  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  a  native  of  England,  and  an  early 
settler  of  Virginia,  where  he  was  one  of  the  first  voters 
of  Berkeley  county  (now  West  Virginia.)  The  parents 
of  Mr.  Painter  were  Virginia  farming  people,  and  had 
a  family  of  five  children,  of  whom  two  still  survive: 
Joseph,  living  at  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  and  the 
youngest,  living  at  Lock  Haven,  Pennsylvania,  in  former 
years  a  newspaper  man  and  now  living  retired  at  the 
age  of  eighty-eight  years.  David  L.  Painter  was  reared 
on  his  father 's  farm  near  Martinsburg,  Virginia,  and 
there  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  On 
attaining  his  majority,  he  left  the  parental  roof  and 
went  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  he  secured  a  position 
with  a  car  manufacturing  concern.  He  continued  with 
this  firm  until  1873,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Texas 
and  settled  in  Gainesville.  This  was  prior  to  the  advent 
of  the  railroads,  but  here  he  established  himself  in  the 
lumber  business,  although  it  was  necessary  that  he  haul 
his  product  from  Dennison.  This  modest  business, 
started  with  a  small  capital,  and  only  the  determination 
and  ambition  of  its  proprietor  to  encourage  the  thought 
of  its  success,  grew  steadily  as  the  years  passed,  and 
eventually  assumed  gigantic  proportions.  The  man- 
agement of  this  great  enterprise  left  him  with  but 
little  leisure  to  devote  to  other  channels  of  trade,  but 
he  managed  withal  to  find  time  to  devote  to  charity  and 


the  social  amenities.  He  was  in  his  business  relations  a 
man  of  absolute  integrity,  but  conservative  and  cautious 
in  his  actions  and  reticent  in  his  habits;  especially  was 
he  modest  in  speaking  of  his  own  affairs  or  himself. 
His  habits  were  simple  and  domestic ;  he  was  a  great 
lover  of  home,  and  his  bearing  was  affable  and  kindly. 
He  had  a  charitable  regard  for  others,  and  it  was  his 
rule  never  to  speak  of  a  person  except  to  speak  well  of 
him.  In  his  continual,  unostentatious  charities  he  helped 
men  to  help  themselves  and  the  full  extent  of  these 
benevolences  will  probably  never  be  known.  To  his  own 
family  connections  and  friends  he  was  ever  generous. 
A  lover  of  outdoor  life,  he  was  a  large  owner  of  ranch- 
ing properties,  but  did  not  give  these  his  personal  atten- 
tion. He  was  never  a  politician,  nor  did  he  take  an 
especially  active  part  in  public  affairs,  but  he  had  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  history  of  nearly  every  man 
(if  iiiipui t.iiicc  in  the  country,  and  was  a  personal  friend 
I'C  :i  iiniMl'rr  (if  national  figures,  among  them  Senator 
li:iih',v.  \Oin  was  his  neighbor  for  years.  One  of  Mr. 
I'aiiitcr's  yilts  to  the  City  of  Gainesville  consisted  of 
the  beautiful  trees  in  City  Park,  which  he  himself 
planted  and  of  which  he  took  care  until  they  had  grown 
large  enough  to  contend  with  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather.  Although  a  member  of  no  church,  he  helped 
to  build  nearly  every  church  structure  in  the  city,  as 
well  as  the  first  and  succeeding  public  schools.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  school  trustees.  He  was  a  Democrat  of  the 
old  school,  lint  ever  respected  the  rights  and  opinions  of 
otlieis,  and  his  friends  were  found  among  all  political 
p:iities.  About  ten  years  prior  to  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred September  23,  1911,  he  retired  from  business 
activities,  although  he  continued  to  hold  an  interest  in 
the  Lindsey  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was  a  director, 
and  the  Waples-Painter  Lumber  Company,  which  is  still 
in  existence  and  one  of  the  largest  industries  of  its  kind 
in  this  section,  and  in  which  his  widow  retains  a  con- 
trolling interest. 

On  December  12,  1873,  Mr.  Painter  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Frances  (Clark)  Elliott,  who  was  born  in  Missis- 
sippi, daughter  of  Col.  William  T.  Clark,  a  Mississippi 
planter  who  came  to  Texas  in  1858  and  engaged  in  stock 
raising,  which  he  followed  up  to  the  time  of  his  death 
in  1897.  There  were  seven  children  in  Mr.  Clark's  fam- 
ily: Frances,  who  married  Mr.  Painter;  Mary,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  R.  H.  Hoffman,  of  Denton,  Texas; 
Pattie,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Jesse  Chinn,  of 
Denton;  Luther  T.,  a  well-known  stockman  and  banker 
of  Quana,  Texas;  W.  O.,  a  ranch  owner  and  stockman 
of  Graham,  Texas;  Eugene  W.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Ari- 
zona :  Sidney  J.,  a  stockman  and  banker  of  Childress 
county,  Texas. 

Frances  Clark  was  married  (first)  to  Dr.  M.  A. 
Elliott,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  who  graduated  from 
medical  college  in  his  native  state  and  then  came  to 
Texas,  where  he  followed  his  profession  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  February,  1870.  There  were  two  chil- 
dren born  to  this  union :  Imogene,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased, and  Pearl,  who  is  the  widow  of  W.  H.  Stafford, 
of  Supulpa,  Oklahoma.  Mr.  Stafford  was  the  owner 
of  a  cotton  compress  and  his  widow  is  now  continuing 
the  business  with  marked  success.    She  has  one  daughter. 

Three  children  were  born  to  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Painter:  Fay,  who  is  the  wife  of  L.  D.  Turner,  of 
Gainesville,  and  has  one  son,  David ;  Gladys,  who  is 
single  and  lives  at  home  with  her  mother;  and  one 
child  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Painter,  who  is  a  lady 
of  many  accomplishments  and  who  has  numerous  friends 
in  church  and  social  circles  of  Gainesville,  resides  in 
her  comfortable  residisnce  at  No.  312  West  California 
street. 

Hayvtood  B.  Lain,  M.  D.,  is  dean  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession of  Delta  county,  Texas.  It  was  in  1868  that  he 
began  practice  here,  and  for  twenty-two  years  he  trav- 
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eled  over  the  country  embraced  within  its  borders  and 
ministered  to  the  frontier  settlers  dotted  here  and  there, 
while  maintaining  his  residence  at  Charleston,  then  the 
chief  town  of  the  county. 

Doctor  Lain  first  came  into  Texas  during  the  progress 
of  the  Civil  war,  refugeeing  from  the  dangers  of  invasion 
by  Federal  troops,  menacing  the  State  of  Arkansas,  from 
which  he  fled.  He  had  come  into  the  West  in  1857, 
reaching  his  destination  in  Madison  county,  Arkansas, 
April  7th  of  that  year.  He  was  reared  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  Tennessee  river  in  Perry  county,  and  he 
journeyed  down  that  stream  to  Paducah,  Kentucky,  thence 
to  Cairo,  Illinois,  and  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas 
river  by  packet  and  continued  his  trip  by  river  to  Little 
Eock.  A  private  conveyance  carried  him  from  there  to 
Huntsville,  where  his  uncle,  Samuel  Sheppard,  and  other 
friends  from  his  home  county  had  preceded  him. 

Doctor  Lain  was  born  in  Perry  county,  Tennessee,  Oc- 
tober 1,  1835.  His  father,  Armstead  D.  Lain,  was  a 
small  planter  of  that  county,  where  he  was  born  in  1813. 
He  subsequently  moved  into  Decatur  county  and  there 
passed  away  about  1870.  He  was  aligned,  politically, 
with  the  WTiigs,  as  was  his  father-in-law,  and  possessed 
the  ordinary  educational  and  other  qualifications  for  citi- 
zenship. His  father  was  Armstead  Lain,  a  native  of 
"Virginia,  who  came  to  Tennessee  from  Xorth  Carolina. 
He  was  a  planter  in  Wilson  county,  and  died  there. 
Armstead  Lain,  Jr.,  married  Louisa,  daughter  of  William 
and  Janie  (Price)  Sheppard,  the  latter  being  of  Welsh 
descent.  Mrs.  Lain  was  born  January  8,  1815.  She 
came  to  Texas  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  and  died 
at  Cooper,  as  Mrs.  Whitwell.  in  November.  1896.  Her 
children  were  Haywood  B.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
William,  who  died  while  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate 
army;  Martha,  who  married  and  settled  in  Arkansas  and 
died  there;  Mrs.  Lucy  Simmons,  of  Lamar  county, 
Texas ;  Samuel,  of  Sanger,  Texas ;  Douglas,  who  still 
resides  in  Tennessee,  and  Susan,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Charles  Harris  and  who  died  at  Cooper,  Texas. 

In  the  matter  of  longevity  this  family  of  Lains  has 
made  a  record.  Back  in  Tennessee,  where  the  climatic 
conditions  contribute  to  the  development  of  tall  and 
sinewy  men  and  fair  and  vigorous  women,  an  uncle  and 
an  aunt  of  Doctor  Lain  carried  their  burden  of  years 
beyond  the  century  and  yielded  to  the  "inevitable"  with 
mental  faculties  in  full  activity.  Joseph  Lain,  the  uncle, 
passed  beyond  his  hundredth  milestone,  and  his  sister, 
Miss  Ada,'  reached  109,  and  passed  out  in  the  cedar  hills 
near  Lebanon,  after  having  witnessed  the  greatest  era 
of  progress  in  the  history  of  the  modern  world. 

Haywood  B.  Lain's  youth  was  passed  not  unlike  that 
of  other  sons  of  small  planters  in  Tennessee,  and  his 
schooling  was  not  finished  until  after  his  removal  to 
Arkansas.  His  time  was  divided,  when  he  grew  up, 
among  several  vocations,  clerking  and  other  work  such 
as  was  found  in  the  little  mountain  town  of  Huntsville, 
and  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr. 
J.  P.  Humphrey  of  Ozark.  When  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion came  on  he  was  fully  prepared  for  defending 
the  old  customs  of  the  South  and  seemed  anxious  to  array 
himself  in  military  garb  in  defense  of  the  State.  His 
company  was  commanded  by  Captain  Walker  and  his 
regiment  by  Colonel  Carroll,  both  of  Franklin  county, 
Arkansas.  Military  enthusiasm  had  been  stimulated  by 
a  sort  of  free  hand  in  Confederate  sentiment,  soldiering 
largely  without  the  enemy's  interference  for  a  time  and 
watching  new  troops  in  civilian  garb  and  sportsmen's 
equipment  passing  by  Ozark  in  boat  loads  en  route  to 
Fort  Smith.  Colonel  Carroll  took  his  regiment  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  State  and  added  his  force  to  that  facing 
General  Lvon's  army  near  S|iringfield,  :Missouri,  and  in 
the  summer  of  lS(iL'  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek  was 
fought,  in  which  our  suliject  was  active  and  where,  as 
he  expressed  it,  he  "saw  the  elephant"  and  secured  all 
the  honors  of  war  necessary  to  satisfy  his  craving  for  a 
military  life.     The  results  of  that  battle  left  the  Union 


forces  in  command  of  the  situation  and  an  invasion  of 
Arkansas  felt  to  be  a  sure  and  early  event.  As  a  move 
to  avoid  further  exposing  himself  as  a  target  for  Yan- 
kee bullets  and  as  a  means  of  saving  the  personal  prop- 
erty of  his  uncle  Shepjiard,  the  young  soldier  took  charge 
of  a  caravan  of  stock  and  drove  them  to  Texas,  reaching 
Lamar  county  near  the  close  of  the  year  1862.  Return- 
ing to  Arkansas,  he  found  his  relative  ready  to  transfer 
his  residence  to  a  more  southern  community,  and  the 
Sheppard  family  and  all  its  portable  effects  formed  the 
second  company-,  which  Doctor  Lain  accompanied  to  the 
Lone  Star  state.  They  reached  their  destination  early 
in  1S63  and  stopped  in  the  vicinity  of  one  of  the  Sulphur 
Rivers.  Here  the  coming  physician  and  future  man-of- 
affairs  combined  the  practice  of  medicine  and  the  cattle 
industry  until  the  re-establishment  of  peace. 

While  Doctor  Lain  had  only  begun  the  preparation 
for  his  professional  work,  laid  the  foundation  as  it  were, 
yet  he  was  qualified  to  diagnose  and  prescribe,  and  he 
answered  with  his  assistance  whenever  called  upon.  All 
the  while  he  kept  up  his  medical  studies  and  he  yearned 
for  a  diploma  from  some  college  of  medicine.  Accord- 
ingly, in  1867,  he  went  back  to  Tennessee  and  entered 
the  university  of  Nashville,  where  he  completed  the  med- 
ical course  the  following  year.  Then,  in  possession  of 
the  coveted  diploma,  he  returned  to  Texas  and  resumed 
his  place  in  the  saddle  in  front  of  his  pill  bags,  at  this 
time  establishing  his  home  at  Charleston,  then  in  Hop- 
kins county,  where  he  continued  to  reside  the  next  twenty- 
two  years.  During  this  time  his  practice  extended  far  be- 
yond the  present  limits  of  the  county,  and  his  faithful 
' '  Dobyn ' '  carried  him  over  distances  and  through  weath- 
er that  would  put  a  modern  automobile  out  of  commis- 
sion. He  passed  over  the  site  of  Cooper  before  the  town 
was  ever  dreamed  of  and  he  had  business  or  professional 
relations  with  nearly  all  of  Delta  county's  inhabitants 
prior  to  1880.  The  opportunity  being  ever  present,  he 
engaged  in  trading,  grazing  and  farming  from  the  early 
years  of  his  residence,  and  his  contribution  to  the  im- 
provements of  rural  and  urban  Delta  has  been  continu- 
ous.. He  has  made  farms  out  of  the  ' '  hog  wallows, ' '  has 
enclosed  pastures,  built  homes  for  tenants,  and  out  of  his 
multifarious  transactions  in  real  estate  in  the  country  a 
thousand  acres  of  land  is  still  in  his  name. 

Doctor  Lain  has  been  a  positive  factor  in  the  affairs 
of  Cooper  from  its  early  history.  He  moved  to  the  place 
in  1885.  when  it  contained  about  500  inhabitants,  and 
for  some  years  was  one  of  the  druggists  of  the  town  as 
well  as  a"  practicing  physician.  He  erected  the  second 
brick  business  house  here,  has  built  several  others  since, 
and  his  contribution  to  the  residence  district  of  Cooper 
has  been  important  and  conspicuous.  His  own  home,  a 
splendid  and  commodious  house,  has  added  materially 
to  the  permanence  of  the  county  seat  town  and  the  sev- 
eral smaller  homes  built  by  him  have  served  to  swell  the 
number  of  domiciles  needed  in  a  growing  community. 

With  the  prospect  of  securing  a  railroad  for  Cooper, 
Doctor  Lain  was  named,  with  James  Patteson,  Doctor 
Blackwell,  T.  T.  Garrard  and  others,  as  a  committee  to 
secure  the  right-of-way  through  Delta  county  for  the 
Texas  Midland  Railroad  and  the  construction  of  the 
road  followed  the  completion  of  their  work  in  1896.  He 
has  been  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Cooper 
for  twenty  years,  and  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Protestant  M.  P.  Church,  which  he  joined  at  Charleston, 
Texas.  In  national  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  in 
local  political  affairs  he  acts  as  an  independent.  His 
first  vote  was  given  in  support  of  the  whigs. 

Novemljer  9.  1864,  Doctor  Lain  married  at  Charleston, 
Texas,  Miss  Elizabeth  Conditt,  daughter  of  William  and 
Jane  (Brown)  Conditt,  who  came  to  Texas  from  Ken- 
tucky. Mrs.  Lain  passed  away  in  1885,  leaving  three 
children:  Dr.  Albert  S.,  of  Cooper,  who  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1898 ;  Paul  H.,  who  lives  at  Cooper,  and  Louisa 
Jane,  born  March  21,  1874,  died  November  23,  1895. 
For  his  second  wife.   Doctor   Lain   married   Miss   Mary 
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Hunt,  daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Martha  (Baker) 
Hunt,  who  came  hither  from  Missouri.  Of  the  Hunt 
family,  only  one  other  member  survives — John  Hunt  of 
Hopkins  county,  Texas.  The  children  of  this  second 
marriage  are  Nellie,  Floyd,  Waldrow,  Claud,  Ralph  and 
Haywood. 

As  a  Mason,  Doctor  Lain  also  has  a  record.  He  is 
believed  to  be  the  oldest  member  of  the  Masonic  Order 
in  Delta  county  and  he  helped  organize  the  lodge  in 
Charleston  soon  after  he  took  up  his  residence  there.  He 
also  helped  to  organize,  and  has  presided  over,  a  number 
of  lodges  in  the  county. ' 

Henry  L.  Leberm.^x.  One  of  the  leaders  in  thought 
and  action  in  Olney,  Texas,  is  Henry  L.  Lclierman,  a 
n-ealthy  stock  man,  banker  and  citizen  nf  this  place. 
All  his  life,  practically,  has  been  devoted  to  stock- 
raising,  for  before  he  entered  into  the  business  on  his 
own  responsibility,  he  was  associated  with  his  father 
who  was  in  the  same  line  of  enterprise,  and  who  also 
was  a  successful  man.  Mr.  Leberman  was  born  on 
October  10,  1S63,  at  Nokomis,  Illinois,  a  son  of  John  A. 
and  Bertha  Mary  (Heck)  Leberman,  both  natives  of 
Germanj'.  They  came  to  America  and  settled  in  St. 
Louis,  where  they  were  married,  and  later  settled  in 
Christian  county,  Illinois,  but  still  later  again  removing 
to  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  It  was  not  until  1S74  that  they 
identified  themselves  with  Texas  as  settlers  in  Tarrant 
county,  \ihere  the  father  was  engaged  as  a  stockman.  He 
died  in  Young  county,  on  January  3,  1913,  aged  seventy- 
nine  years,  and  the  -mother  died  on  March  9,  1911,  aged 
sixty-nine.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
and  of  that  number  the  subject  was  the  second  born. 

Henry  L.  Leberman  was  fairly  well  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Missouri  and  Illinois,  and  he  finished  his 
schooling  in  St.  Louis.  He  accompanied  the  family  to 
Texas,  and  when  he  launched  out  for  himself,  it  was  to 
engage  in  the  cattle  business.  In  1880  he  came  to 
Young  county,  and  he  is  still  largely  occupied  with  his 
cattle  interests  hereabout,  although  he  has  identified 
himself  with  other  activities  that  take  some  of  his  time 
and  attention. 

In  1905  he  acquired  an  interest  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Olney,  among  the  most  prosperous  institutions 
of  its  kind  in  the  county,  and  he  served  as  president  of 
the  bank  from  1906  to  1910,  and  is  again  holding  the 
office  of  president  after  an  interval  of  non-service. 

Mr.  Leberman  is  one  who  has  taken  a  distinctive 
interest  in  matters  of  educational  import,  and  is  giving 
valuable  service  as  president  of  the  local  school  board, 
where  he  has  served  since  1901.  In  that  time  many 
valuable  additions  to  the  curriculum  have  come  into 
usage,  and  it  is  his  aim  to  bring  the  system  to  a  status 
that  will  compare  favorably  in  efficiency  with  other 
school  systems  of  larger  cities,  ilr.  Leberman  is  a 
Democrat  and  a  Mason  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  He 
also  has  membership  in  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  His  church  affiliations  are  with 
the  Christian  denomination. 

In  December,  1893,  at  Graham,  Texas,  Mr.  Leberman 
was  married  to  Miss  Eleanor  Perkins,  a  daughter  nf 
J.  W.  Perkins  and  wife,  old  pioneers  to  this  county 
who  are  now  deceased.  Three  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leberman,  as  follows:  Marietta,  born 
in  1S94;  Henry  Louis,  born  September  17,  1896;  and 
Eleanor   Leberman,  born   in   1898. 

Mr.  Leberman  takes  his  proper  place  among  the  lead- 
ers in  citifenship  of  the  city  and  county,  and  performs 
his  full  share  of  civic  service,  sharing  to  the  uttermost 
the  burdens  of  civic  responsibility. 

Dr.  George  B.  Hamilton.  One  of  the  promising 
young  medical  men  of  this  district  and  one  who  is  fast 
advancing  in  professional  importance  is  Dr.  George  B. 
Hamilton,  of  Olney,  Y'oung  county,  where  he  has  been 
engaged  in  practice  since  his  graduation  from  the  Uni- 


versity of  Fort  Worth  in  1908.  Dr.  Hamilton  is  a 
product  of  the  Lone  Star  state,  born  in  Red  River 
county  in  September,  1878,  and  he  is  a  son  of  N.  W. 
and  Tenuie  (Smith)  Hamilton,  born  respectively  iii 
Texas  and  Tennessee. 

N.  W.  Hamilton  is  a  well  known  cotton  ginner  and 
machine  man,  and  he  still  makes  his  home  in  Red  River 
county  at  the  age  of  sixty-five,  where  he  has  passed 
his  entire  life,  and  where  he  has  gained  no  little  promi- 
nence in  his  business.  The  mother,  who  came  to  Texas 
as  a  young  girl,  met  and  married  her  husband  in  Texas, 
and  here  also  she  gained  her  education.  She  is  now  in 
her  sixtieth  year,  and  the  mother  of  eight  children,  of 
which  goodly  number  George  B.  of  this  review  was  the 
first  born. 

In  his  boyhood  George  B.'  Hamilton  attended  the 
schools  of  Red  River  county,  then  entering  the  Uni- 
versity of  Nashville  and  spending  three  years  more  in 
the  medical  department  of  Port  Worth  University.  He 
was  graduated  with  his.  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1908,  and 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Olney,  where 
he  has  since  been  engaged,  and  where  he  has  experienced 
a  pleasing  degree  of  success.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
State  Medical  Society,  and  the  Wichita  Falls  County 
and  the  Young  County  Medical  Societies,  in  all  of  which 
he  is  one  who  takes  an  active  and  interested  part. 

Dr.  Hamilton  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  faith,  but 
makes  no  especial  demonstration  of  his  adherence,  be- 
.yond  the  demands  of  good  citizenship.  In  the  Masonic 
order  he  has  reached  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  and  in  the 
matter  of  ehurchly  relations,  is  a  Presbyterian.  He  is 
unmarried. 

Olin  C.  Harbison.  As  the  owner  and  publisher  of 
one  of  the  most  important  newspapers  in  this  section 
of  Texas,  Olin  C.  Harrison,  of  Seymour,  occupies  a 
position  of  importance  in  the  town  and  surrounding 
country.  People  are  strongly  influenced  by  the  printed 
word,  often  unconsciously  and  sometimes  against  their 
will.  When  they  have  faith  and  confidence  in  the  editor 
of  their  favorite  sheet,  he  is  in  a  position  of  great  power 
and  responsibility.  This  is  the  case  with  Mr.  Harrison. 
He  is  a  broad-minded,  sincere  man,  with  high  standards 
of  thinking  and  acting  and  his  influence  over  his  readers 
is  always  toward  better  things,  in  civic,  political  and 
social  life.  That  he  has  a  large  circulation  for  his 
paper  is  a  thing  upon  which  the  people  of  Seymour  are 
to  be  congratulated  as  well  as  Mr.  Harrison. 

Olin  C.  Harrison  was  born  in  McLennan  county,  Texas, 
on  the  3rd  of  October,  1881.  His  father  was  Wesley 
Harrison,  who  was  a  native  of  Arkansas.  As  a  young 
man  he  came  to  Texas  where  he  took  up  farming  as  a 
means  of  livelihood.  This  was  his  occupation  during 
his  comparatively  short  life,  for  he  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-five  years.  He  died  in  1899  and  is  buried  in  Sey- 
mour. His  wife  was  Miss  Martha  Moore  and  she  was 
born  in  Mississippi,  later  coming  to  Texas  where  she 
and  Mr.  Harrison  were  married.  She  now  resides  in 
Seymour  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
as  was  her  husband.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  had  seven 
children,  all  boys  and  of  these  sons,  Olin  C.  Harrison 
was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  All  of  these  sons,  with 
one  exception,  live  in  Seymour.  The  other  son  is  located 
in  Hereford,  Texas. 

Olin  C.  Harrison  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Texas. 
He  received  his  elementary  education  from  the  public 
schools,  attending  both  grammar  and  high  schools.  He 
then  entered  Baylor  University  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1904.  He  then  taught  school  for  a  year, 
but  school  teaching  did  not  appeal  to  him  and  so  he 
accepted  a  position  in  a  bank  at  Canyon,  Texas.  He 
worked  there  for  nearly  a  year  and  then  bought  the 
Baylor  Couniii  Banner.  Since  taking  charge  of  this 
paper  he  has  increased  the  circulation  greatly.  He  has 
also  enlarged  the  plant,  and  publishes  a  paper  so  alto- 
gether desirable  in  the  way  the  news  is  handled,  in  the 
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editorial  departments,  and  typographically,  that  he  has 
a  large  circulation,  not  only  in  Seymour  and  Baylor 
counties,  but  also  in  this  entire  section  of  Texas  and  in 
many  of  the  near-by  states.  Mr.  Harrison 's  establish- 
ment is  well  equipped  for  job  printing  and  he  has  much 
business  of  this  class.  In  another  year  he  expects  to 
erect  a  new  building  to  house  his  paper  in.  Through 
the  columns  of  the  Banner  he  is  a  tireless  advocate  of 
the  up-building  of  Texas  in  general  and  Baylor  county 
in  particular,  and  all  movements  toward  civic  improve- 
ments or  advance  in  any  direction  find  him  an  ardent 
supporter. 

Mr.  Harrison  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics,  being  one 
of  the  original  Woodrow  Wilson  men  in  Seymour.  In 
religious  matters  Jlr.  Harrison  is  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist church. 

In  Waco,  Texas,  on  the  18th  of  September,  1907,  Mr. 
Harrison  was  married  to  Miss  Marguerite  Surratt,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Polk  .Surratt,  of  Waco.  Her 
mother  lives  in  Seymour.  Mr.  Surratt  died  some  years 
ago.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harrison,  Olin  Cedric  and  Margaret. 

Barney  W.  Fields.  Upon  the  death  of  his  honored 
father,  Thomas  W.  Fields  succeeded  the  latter  in  the 
oflace  of  postmaster  of  the  City  of  GreenviUe,  one  of  the 
most  important  industrial  and  commercial  centers  of 
northern  Texas,  and  he  served  under  appointment-  as  act- 
ing postmaster  for  a  few  months,  after  which,  in  May, 
1910,  he  was  formally  appointed  to  the  office  by  President 
Taft.  Mr.  Fields  is  one  of  the  progressive  citizens  of 
Greenville,  and  here  he  has  secure  vantage  ground  in 
popular  esteem,  the  while  he  is  widely  known  by  reason 
of  his  official  preferment,  so  that  his  circle  of  friends 
has  become  speciaUy  wide.  He  has  proved  most  zealous 
and  effective  in  the  administration  of  the  local  post- 
office  service,  and  in  connection  with  the  Greenville  office 
is  retained  a  corps  of  five  city  carriers,  besides  the  office 
force  of  about  twenty-nine  persons.  From  this  head- 
quarters also  emanate  six  rural  free  delivery  routes,  and 
the  office  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  state. 

Barney  W.  Fields  was  born  in  Henderson  county,  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  16th  of  September,  1875,  and  is  a  son  of 
Thomas  W.  and  May  Margaret  (Sheffield)  Fields. 
Thomas  Wright  Fields  was  born  near  Center  Point,  Hen- 
derson coiintv,  Tennessee,  on  the  14th  of  June,  1856,  and 
was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  there  served  nine 
years  in  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  for  several 
years  was  associated  with  the  operation  of  the  postoffice 
in  the  village  of  Sardis,  that  county.  In  his  native 
county,  on  the  18th  of  December,  1874,  was  solemnized 
his  marriage  to  Miss  May  Margaret  Sheffield,  a  repre- 
sentative oi  one  of  the  sterling  families  of  that  county, 
and  they  continued  to  maintain  their  home  m  Henderson 
county  'until  the  spring  of  1895,  when  they  came  to 
Texas  and  established  their  home  on  a  farm  m  Hunt 
county,  near  the  village  of  Celeste.  Two  years  later 
they  removed  to  another  farm,  near  Salem,  this  county, 
where  they  continued  to  reside  four  years,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  they  established  their  permanent  home 
in  the  city  of  Greenville.  Here  Mr.  Fields  became  a 
successful  contractor  and  builder,  and  in  this  line  of 
enterprise  he  erected  several  of  the  best  residence  build- 
ings of  the  city,  besides  an  appreciable  number  of  busi- 
ness structures  of  modern  type.  He  gained  the  inviolable 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community,  was  liberal  and 
public-spirited  in  his  civic  attitude,  and  was  a  zealous 
supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party.  In 
April,  1909,  he  was  appointed  and  commissioned  post- 
master of  Greenville  by  President  Eoosevelt,  and  within 
his  brief  administration  he  gained  the  unqualified  com- 
mendation of  the  community,  his  regime  being  cut  short 
by  his  untimely  death  on  the  12th  of  December  of  the 
same  year.  He  was  known  as  a  man  of  excellent  business 
and  executive  ability,  was  animated  by  the  highest  prin- 


ciples of  integrity  and  honor  and  well  merited  the  high 
regard  in  which  he  was  uniformly  held.  He  was  affil- 
iated with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  was  a  zealous 
and  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  as  is  also 
his  widow,  who  still  maintains  her  home  in  Greenville, 
where  she  is  a  popular  factor  in  the  social  activities  of 
the  community.  Of  the  children  four  sons  and  daughters 
survive  the  honored  father. 

To  the  public  schools  of  his  native  state  Barney  W. 
Fields  is  indebted  for  his  early  educational  discipline, 
and  in  1891  he  was  graduated  in  the  Sardis  Normal  Col- 
lege, at  Sardis,  Tennessee.  He  put  his  scholastic  attain- 
ments to  practical  test  and  utilization  by  turning  his 
attention  to  the  pedagogic  profession,  and  for  several 
years  he  was  a  successful  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Hunt 
county,  Texas,  whither  he  came  in  1S94,  a  short  time 
prior  to  the  removal  of  his  parents  to  this  state.  For 
four  years  he  was  identified  with  the  government  bureau 
of  education  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  where  his  service 
met  with  high  commendation.  When  his  father  assumed 
the  office  of  postmaster  at  Greenville,  Mr.  Fields  became 
assistant,  and  when  his  father  passed  away  he  was  made 
acting  postmaster,  his  experience,  though  of  limited  dura- 
tion, proving  sufficient  to  make  him  a  most  efficient  head 
of  the  local  service,  with  the  result  that  he  gained  strong 
support  and  was  made  the  regular  incumbent  of  the  office 
in  May,  1910,  through  appointment  by  President  Taft. 
He  has  shown  marked  circumspection  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  multifarious  affairs  of  this  important  office 
and  popular  approbation  has  not  been  denied,  with  the 
result  that  he  is  considered  a  model  executive.  His  term 
of  office  win  expire  in  May,  1914.  In  politics  Mr.  Fields 
is  found  arrayed  as  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  principles 
and  policies  of  the  Eepublican  party. 

John  McCluke.  When  John  McClure  passed  away  in 
October,  1908,  Gainesville  lost  one  of  her  biggest  men, 
and  one  who  had  occupied  a  prominent  place  in  the 
community  for  many  previous  years.  He  was  one  of 
the  well-to-do  farming  and  stock  men  of  the  county,  and 
for  sixteen  years  he  had  served  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  county  commissioners  of  Cooke  county,  an 
office  that  he  continued  to  till  with  increasing  ability 
and  to  the  utmost  satisfaction  of  all  from  his  first  in- 
cumbency thereof  until  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  all 
earthlv  activities. 

Born  in  Marshall,  Clark  county,  Hlinois,  in  1842, 
John  McClure  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Caroline 
(Kitchens)  McClure,  the  mother  of  Tennessee  and  the 
father  of  Kentucky,  respectively.  The  father  was  sheriff 
of  Clark  county  for  many  years.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  an  Indian  fighter  of  note,  whose  two  children 
were  massacred  by  Indians. 

John  McClure  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  of  his 
parents,  there  continuing  up  to  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
when  he  went  to  Nevada  and  worked  in  the  mines.  He 
reached  the  position  of  an  overseer  and  continued  in 
that  work  for  ten  years,  then  returned  home  and  paid 
a  visit.  He  returned  to  Nevada  after  a  short  time,  and 
continued  there  for  another  period,  this  one  of  four 
years'  duration.  It  was  then  that  he  came  to  Gaines- 
ville, and  here  he  established  a  home  of  his  own,  settling 
on  South  Denton  street,  and  engaging  in  the  cotton 
business.  He  had  most  of  the  land  now  representing 
the  town  site  of  Gainesville  for  a  range  for  his  cattle 
in  those  early  days,  and  he  prospered  most  pleasingly 
in  the  business.  "There  were  no  railroads  penetrating 
the  country  then,  and  Mr.  McClure  hauled  with  mule 
teams  the  'lumber  with  which  he  built  his  house,  from 
the  town  of  Sherman.  He  later  purchased  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  and  engaged  in  farming  in  genuine  earnest, 
putting  three  hundred  acres  of  the  place  under  the  plow 
and  reducing  it  to  a  crop  bearing  condition.  He  followed 
the  cattle  business  until  1888,  then  moved  to  Gainesville, 
where  he  was  shortlv  after  elected  county  commissioner 
from   Precinct   No.    1,   and   in   that   capacity   he   served 
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repeatedly,  sixteen  years  in  all.  He  died  in  1908,  just 
as  he  was  about  to  enter  upon  another  term  of  service 
in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  McClure  was  practically  retired  from  all  business 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  being  devoted  then  chiefly  to 
the  interests  of  the  public,  but  his  private  affairs  had 
been  set  aside  some  time  previous.  He  was  a  Democrat, 
but  not  politically  ambitious,  and  the  only  ofiice  he 
ever  held  was  that  of  commissioner.  As  to  his  churehly 
relations,  it  may  be  said  that  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church,  and  that  his  example  in  life  was  in 
every  respect  consistent  with  his  profession  of  faith. 
He  was  one  of  the  public  spirited  men  of  his  community, 
and  always  manifested  a  wholesome  interest  in  any 
activities  that  pertained  to  the  advancement  of  the  public 
weal. 

Mr.  ]\IeClure  on  the  21st  of  January,  1875,  in  Paris, 
lU.,  married  Miss  Louise  Snedeker,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio,  September  14th,  1846,  and  was  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia  stock.  Both  her  parents  were  Ohioans,  and  the 
father  ended  his  days  in  Illinois,  where  he  settled  after 
the  CivO  war  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  in  April, 
1912,  having  reached  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-one 
years.  Mrs.  MeClure  is  one  of  the  eight  children  of  her 
parents  who  were  named  as  follows:  W.  M.,  deceased; 
Garrett,  a  resident  of  Paris,  Illinois;  Charlotte,  deceased; 
Louis  L.,  of  Paris,  Illinois;  Jabus,  a  resident  of  Astoria, 
Illinois;  Oscar,  of  Darwin,  Illinois;  Darthuly,  the  widow 
of  Clement  Forsythe,  of  Terre  Haute,  Indiana. 

Mr.  McClure  himself  was  one  of  eight  children,  brief 
mention  of  them  being  made  as  follows:  Mary  D.,  the 
widow  of  Wni.  Snedeker,  the  latter  a  brother  of  the 
widow  of  subject,  and  now  living  in  La  Mesa,  Cali- 
fornia; Wilson  is  a  resident  of  College,  Kansas;  Albert, 
who  lives  in  Gainesville;  Susie,  the  wife  of  "Washington 
Clapp,  of  Appleton  City,  Missouri;  Eliza,  Cecelia,  and 
Andrew,  all  deceased. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  MeClure  was  solemnized 
on  January  21,  187.5,  and  to  them  were  born  three  chil- 
dren. Caroline  E.,  the  eldest,  is  unmarried  and  is  engaged 
in  teaching  in  the  public  schools  at  Wichita  Falls,  Texas. 
She  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Gainesville, 
and  finished  her  training  in  Oxford,  Mississippi,  Dunton 
Normal  School,  and  a  special  course  in  Knoxville, 
Tennessee.  Ella  Gay  was  educated  in  Gainesville,  Texas, 
and  remains  at  home  with  her  mother.  Willie  0.,  is  the 
wife  of  H.  M.  Buchanan,  of  Amarillo,  Texas. 

ilrs.  MeClure  makes  her  home  at  No.  709  North  Dixon 
street,  Gainesville. 

James  Harvet  Jones.  One  of  Gainesville's  best 
known  and  most  successful  citizens  was  the  late  James 
Harvey  Jones,  who  died  in  1908.  Mr.  Jones  had  lived 
in  North  Texas  from  the  age  of  two  years,  was  a  farmer 
and  stockman,  conducted  a  mercantile  business  in  Gaines- 
ville, and  was  also  honored  with  official  position  in  the 
county. 

James  Harvey  Jones  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Missouri, 
in  1856,  and  was  fifty-two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  His  parents  were  Milton  and  Rhoda  (Liz- 
enby)  Jones,  both  natives  of  Illinois  and  the  father  a 
farmer  by  occn|iatio7i.  The  ten  children  in  the  family 
were:  Lucy  Ann,  .l.'r.nspd;  Clora,  deceased;  Melissa, 
deceased;  Ehim.  d,"  .nsml :  Louis,  deceased;  Lucinda, 
widow  of  .MarXiiiiii;;  „t  Gainesville;  Leouard,  a  grocer 
in  Gainesville;  Walter,  m  business  at  Gainesville;  James 
H. ;  and  Madora,  deceased. 

In  1858  the  parents  moved  to  Texas  and  bought  a 
farm  in  Cooke  county,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in 
';;tli.  ii  thi'  :ii,'e  of  sixty-five.  His 
, -^l^r,  ;ind  with  the  exception  of 
iHnx^nn  rimntr  he  had  his  home  in 
!i;^  .l.-.itli.  The  late  James  Harvey 
is  father 's  farm  in  Cooke  county, 
attained  his  preliminary  education  in  the  Gainesville 
public  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  the  man-  ■ 
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agement  of  the  home  place  devolved  upon  him  owing  to 
the  death  of  his  father.  From  that  time  he  was  actively 
identified  with  farming  and  the  cattle  industry.  A 
stroke  of  paralysis  caused  him  to  give  up  active  outdoor 
work,  and  he  then  moved  into  Gainesville.  For  five 
years  he  was  in  the  grocery  business  in  that  city,  and 
during  that  time  built  up  from  small  beginnings  one  of 
the  best  establishments  of  its  kind  in  Cooke  county.  In 
1S97  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  tax  collector,  in 
which  served  two  terms  or  four  years.  After  that  he 
once  more  engaged  in  farming,  managing  his  business 
while  a  resident  in  Gainesville.  His  farm  comprised  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  he  succeeded  in  making 
it  a  profitable  enterprise  even  though  an  invalid.  He 
had  to  be  rolled  about  in  a  chair  during  the  latter  period 
of  his  life,  and  it  is  a  tribute  to  his  remarkable  energy 
that  he  persisted  in  his  close  attention  to  business  in 
spite  of  the  physical  handicap. 

JNIr.  Jones  was  married  March  7,  1883,  to  Miss  Nannie 
T.  Howeth,  a  daughter  of  Harvey  and  Susan  (Dorsett) 
Howeth,  the  mother  a  native  of  Texas  and  the  father  of 
Tennessee.  Harvey  Howeth  was  a  farmer  who  came  to 
Texas  at  an  early  day,  buying  land  and  continuing  its 
operation  until  his  ileath.  He  lived  in  Eusk  county  foi 
some  time,  but  after  moved  to  near  Gainesville,  which  re- 
mained his  home  until  his  death,  in  1897.  Mrs.  Jones 
was  one  of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  namely:  Mel- 
vina,  deceased;  John  F.,  deceased;  Willia,  deceased;  Jef- 
ferson, a  farmer  in  Oklahoma;  Ellen,  deceased;  Andrew, 
deceased;  Harvey,  Jr.,  of  Oklahoma;  Susan,  wife  of  John 
H.  Williams  of  Montague  county,  Texas;  Mrs.  Jones; 
Joseph  of  Oklohoma;  Betty,  wife  of  C.  J.  Gilliam  of 
Gainesville;  and  Lula,  wife  of  J.  H.  McDaniels  of  Okla- 
homa. 

The  ten  children  born  to  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Jones  are  mentioned  as  follows:  Guy  F.,  of  Richardson, 
Texas,  a  Methodist  minister,  and  the  father  of  one  child, 
named  Richard;  Granville,  unmarried,  and  a  practicing 
attorney  at  Gainesville ;  Earle,  who  is  the  Methodist  miu- 
ister  at  Greenville,  Texas,  and  has  one  child,  Gertrude; 
Wade,  in  the  furniture  business  at  Muskogee,  Oklahoma, 
and  unmarried;  Fay,  wife  of  W.  H.  Perkins,  a  railroad 
clerk  at  Gainesville;  Lee,  who  is  emplo,yed  on  a  Gaines- 
ville newspaper;  Florence,  a  son,  who  is  now  taking  a 
business  course  in  the  Gainesville  business  college;  Ruby, 
in  the  high  school,  and  two  that  died  in  infancy. 

The  late  Mr.  Jones  was  known  in  his  community  as  a 
man  who  spoke  out  his  mind  on  all  matters,  and  accord- 
ing to  what  he  regarded  as  right.  He  was  a  man  of 
influence,  and  did  his  part  by  all  civic  and  moral  move- 
ments. He  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
local  Methodist  church,  and  in  politics  was  a  Democrat. 
The  only  office  he  ever  sought  was  that  of  tax  collector, 
in  whicii  he  served  for  two  terms.  He  was  particularly 
fond  of  his  home,  and  seldom  sought  diversions  outside 
of  his  family  circle.  During  his  residence  at  Gainesville 
he  bought  and  opened  an  addition  to  Gainesville,  known 
as  the  "Burrus  addition,"  now  one  of  the  popular  resi- 
dence districts.  The  family  home  is  at  1305  East  Cali- 
fornia Street,  in  Gainesville. 

Nathaniel  Terry  Bomar.  A  pioneer  doctor  is  a  fig- 
ure unadorned  and  plain  in  the  annals  of  human  activ- 
ity, but  with  a  character  in  which  the  spirit  of  service 
makes  many  more  conspicuous  actors  seem  petty  and 
insignificant.  It  was  as  an  old-time  doctor — the  kindly, 
understanding,  strong  man  of  helpful  skill,  whose  name 
is  a  grateful  memory  in  many  a  household — that  the 
late  Nathaniel  Terry  Bomar  was  best  known  in  north 
Texas  during  a  period  of  activity  extending  from  pioneer 
times  until  a  quarter  century  ago. 

Nathaniel  Terry  Bomar  was'born  in  Wilson  county, 
Tennessee,  a  son  of  William  Johnson  and  Elizabeth 
(Terry)  Bomar.  His  father  was  a  Christian  minister, 
and  was  also  a  large  planter  and  slave  owner  in  the 
state  of  Tennessee.     The  mother  was  a   descendant   of 
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the  noted  Terry  family,  one  of  her  ancestors  having 
been  ' '  Fighting  Joe  Terry, ' '  of  the  Revolution,  and  other 
members  of  the  Terry  family  having  been  noted  as  sol- 
diers and  citizens  m  Tennessee.  Among  the  ancestors 
of  the  late  Dr.  Bomar  was  Sir  "William  Johnson,  of 
colonial  American  history.  Dr.  Bomar  was  one  of  a 
large  family  of  children,  his  father  having  married 
four  times.     There  were  six  children  by  Elizabeth  Terry. 

He  grew  up  on  his  father's  plantation  in  Tennessee, 
and  from  boyhood  manifested  strong  aptitude  and  indjs- 
try  as  a  student.  He  had  ambitions  for  professional 
life,  and  after  his  preliminary  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Tennessee  studied  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Sayle 
in  that  state.  After  a  thorough  course  of  reading  he 
was  given  a  partnership  with  his  preceptor,  and  he  and 
Dr.  Sayle  practiced  medicine  together  for  a  number  of 
years.  Finally,  on  account  of  failing  health,  Dr.  Bomar 
moved  west  and  located  in  the  pioneer  town  of  Sher- 
man, Texas,  where  he  resumed  his  professional  work. 
In  1854  or  1S55  he  moved  from  Sherman  to  Gainesville, 
which  was  then  on  the  extreme  western  frontier.  In 
Gainesville  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  in  the  drug 
business,  until  the  late  seventies,  but  his  principal  work 
was  in  his  profession  and  he  was  devoted  to  its  duties 
until  his  retirement,  in  1S90.  It  is  remembered  of  Dr. 
Bomar  that  he  never  refused  a  call  by  night  or  day,  or 
in  sunshine  or  in  rain;  therefore  ho  had  a  large  prac- 
tice and  was  one  of  the  best  loved  men  of  his  profes- 
sion in  north  Texas,  but  was  always  a  poor  collector,  and 
his  service  was  never  represented  by  his  material  accu- 
mulations. He  was  not  only  a  practit'oner,  but  through- 
out his  life  continued  to  be  an  ardent  student  and 
seeker  for  knowledge.  The  death  of  Dr.  Bomar  occurred 
at  his  home  in  Gainesville,  October  9,  189S.  Outside  of 
his  profession  he  might  have  been  much  more  active  in 
public  life  than  hi'  was.  During  reconstruction  days  he 
was  appointed  to  the  office  of  county  judge.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Union  Democrat  at  that  time,  and  throughout 
the  struggle  between  the  states  espoused  the  cause  of 
the  Union,  He  served  as  county  judge  for  a  time,  but 
never  again  could  be  drawn  into  political  affairs.  He 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Lodge  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  both  at  Sherman  and  at  Gaines- 
ville, and  was  very  much  devoted  to  this  fraternity. 

The  late  Dr.  Bomar  was  married  before  leaving  Ten- 
nessee to  Miss  Amanda  Allison,  who  was  born  in  Ten- 
nessee, a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Lucre'-ia  Allison,  the 
latter  a  direct  descendant  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,  the  lion 
of  the  Elizabethian  English  navy.  Nine  Aildren  were 
born  to  the  doctor  and  wife,  but  only  two  are  now  living, 
the  son  Edmond  and  the  daughter  Miss  Dorglas, 

Edmond  Bomar  for  many  years  served  as  president  of 
the  Bomar  Oil  Company  of  Gainesville,  ani  has  been 
identified  with  many  enterprises,  though  he  is  now  living 
retired  and  merely  guarding  his  investments.  Edmond 
Bomar  married  Miss  Alice  D.  Gooding,  a  native  of  Port- 
land, Maine.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Captaia  Gooding, 
who  died  at  sea.  Miss  Gooding  came  to  Texas  and  was 
reared  at  Bryan,  and  their  marriage  occurred  in  1878. 

Miss  Douglas,  who  is  a  woman  of  great  capability, 
both  in  business  and  like  her  father,  a  thorongh  student 
of  books,  resides  with  her  brother  Edmond  m  Gaines- 
ville. For  ten  years  she  was  identified  with  school  work 
in  the  public  schools  of  Gainesville. 

During  the  old  days  of  the  Texas  frontier  Edmond 
Bomar  served  as  a  Texas  ranger,  and  had  many  adven- 
tures as  an  India,n  fighter.  He  grew  up  in  what  was 
then  west  Texas,  and  during  his  early  life  was  identified 
with  real  estate  and  merchandising  lines.  He  went  back 
to  Tennessee  for  some  time,  and  was  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness at  Paris  for  six  years.  Finally  in  Gainesville  he 
organized  the  Gainesville  Cotton  Oil  Conipany,  of  which 
he  became  president,  and  later  acquired  the  controlling 
interest  and  changed  the  name  of  the  concern  to  the 
Bomar  Oil  Company,  one  of  the  largest  enterprises  of  the 
kind  in   the  state,   of   which  he  has  been   at  the  head. 


Miss  Douglas  Bomar  resides  at  313  South  Denton  street 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmond  Bomar. 

William  Pata  Robinson.  For  the  past  thirty-five 
yeais  the  family  of  William  Bata  Eobinson  has  been 
identified  with  Gainesville,  where  his  daughter  is  Mrs. 
E.  H.  Campbell,  and  his  widow  has  also  made  her  home 
here  for  upwards  of  thirty-five  years. 

The  career  of  William  Pata  Boliinson  began  in  Fay- 
ette county,  Kentucky,  with  his  birth  on  the  fifteenth  of 
April,  1815.  He  was  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  PoHv 
(Pata)  Eobinson,  the  father  a  native  of  Virginia,  where 
the  grandfather  was  a  large  planter.  The  father  was 
married  in  his  native  state,  and  then  moved  to  Ken- 
tucky. William  P.  Eobinson  was  one  of  eight  children. 
He  grew  up  in  Kentucky,  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  and  was  given  more  than  ordinary  advantages 
in  schooling  and  was  known  for  his  substantial  schofar- 
ship.  He  never  attended  college,  however,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  nearly  all  his  life.  In  the  Mexican 
war  he  enlisted  in  Lancaster,  Kentucky,  in  the  first  com- 
pany of  the  First  Eegiment  of  the  Company,  under  Cap- 
tain Johnson  Price.  He  went  south  with  the  troops  and 
participated  in  the  first  important  battle  of  the  war,  at 
Buena  Vista.  He  went  through  the  war  until  its  close 
and  after  his  honorable  discharge  returned  to  his  home 
in  Kentucky,  where  he  was  married  and  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock  raising.  He  was  in  the 
cotton  business  at  Jackson,  Tennessee,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  November  14,  1862.  He  was  a 
Union  man  in  his  sympathies,  but  did  not  serve  as  a 
soldier,  since  his  death  occurred  in  the  second  year  of 
the  war.  He  was  never  a  seeker  for  office,  but  a  quiet, 
industrious  citizen  and  a  man  held  in  the  high  esteem  in 
all  the  relationships  of  life.  He  was  a  devout  Chris- 
tian and  a  member  of  the  Christian  church. 

Mr.  Eobinson  was  married  January  10,  1S48,  to  Miss 
Clara  Anderson,  who  now  lives  in  Gainesville  with  her 
children.  She  was  born  in  Garrat  county,  Kentucky,  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Polly  (Edmondson)  Ander- 
son, both  natives  of  Kentucky.  However,  their  families 
had  come  from  Virginia,  and  on  both  sides  were  of  Scotch- 
Irish  stock.  Mrs.  Eobinson  was  the  only  child  of  her 
parents.  The  six  children  of  Mr.  Eobinson  and  wife 
were  as  follows :  Mary  E.,  is  the  wife  of  John  A. 
Hamm  of  Denton,  Texas,  and  has  six  children.  Sallie 
B.,  is  the  wife  of  James  W.  Campbell  of  Cooke  county 
and  has  two  children.  Susie  A.,  is  the  wife  of  Jose|ih 
H,  Garnett,  an  attornev  of  Gainesville,  and  has  three 
children,  Clara  Ella,  is  the  wife  of  Elias  H,  Campbell  of 
Gainesville,  who  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate 
war,  was  for  many  years  a  farmer,  and  also  operated  a 
store  in  Greenville,  being  now  retired.  The  three  cliil- 
dren  of  Elias  H.  Campbell  and  wife  are  Lula,  principal 
of  one  of  the  schools  in  Greenville;  Clara,  also  a 
teacher,  and  Mary  E.,  who  also  follows  the  educational 
profession.  William  B.  is  now  deceased,  and  left  two 
sons.  Lula  E.,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  H.  Paddock,  re- 
tired, and  living  in  Pasadena,  California,   and  has  one 


Capt.  John  W.  Vann.  Now  chief  special  agent  for  the 
Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Eailway  Company,  with  head- 
quarters at  Dallas,  Capt.  John  W.  Vann  has  a  notable 
record  in  public  affairs,  both  as  a  civil  and  criminal 
officer,  covering  a  long  period  of  years.  Whether  as 
executive  officer  of  county  and  district  courts  or  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  federal  courts,  as  special  agent 
of  the  federal  government  in  different  capacities,  or  as 
an  employe  of  corporations,  Captain  Vann  has  shown 
both  efficiency  and  courage  in  every  emergency,  and  he 
is  easily  one  "of  the  best  known  officials  of  justice  in  the 
Southwest. 

Born  in  Favette  county,  Texas,  March  19,  1860.  John 
W,  A^inn  is  a"  son  of  W.  W.  and  Margaret  L.  (Bishop) 
Vann.     His    father,    a    native    of    Tennessee,    came    to 
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Texas  in  1854  and  became  a  pioneer  settler  in  Fayette 
Lounty,  but  in  1869  moved  to  Kerr  county,  taking  up 
his  residence  in  the  mountain  region  northwest  of  San 
Antonio.  He  died  in  1908.  Mrs.  Vann,  who  was  born 
in  Illinois,  is  still  living,  her  home  being  in  Austin. 

John  W.  Vann  was  reared  in  Kerr  county,  Texas,  edu- 
cated ill  the  local  schools,  and  he  entered  public  life 
when  elected  a  county  commissioner  of  Kerr  couuty. 
Following  that  he  was  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county  under 
F.  il.  JMonie,  aud  succeeded  that  gentleman  as  sheriff  and 

tax  '.  IN'  i"i,  ■ Ilice  which  he  held  continuously  for  ten 

A,-!~  ,  ■  ^  ,  r.|  every  two  years  until  his  resignation, 
will  i  -  ;.-  i  liiiitted  by  the  couut}-  judge  and  com- 
nii--MiiHi^  1.1  ,rl,ct  as  his  successor  J.  T.  Moore,  his 
cousin,  and  who  is  now  oceupyiug  the  position.  During 
that  time  Captain  Vann  was  president  of  the  Sheriffs' 
Association  of  Texas,  serving  two  terms,  and  he  became 
personally  acquainted  with  every  sheriff'  in  the  state  dur- 
ing that  time. 

The  most  noteworthy  distinctions  of  his  career  were 
gained  during  his  federal  service.  Captain  Vann  re- 
signed the  office  of  sheriff  of  Kerr  rr,--iitv  t-.  n  .  cnt  the 
appointment,  in  July,  1902,  as  il.  •  1  •  ]  states 
marshal  under  W.  M.  Hanson,  \\ ,  .  li  ;  '  iins  at 
Galveston.  Among  the  many  dulu--  |  ,i  hirnn  >l  i.y  him 
as  deputy  marshal  special  interest  attaches  to  liis  work 
in  connection  with  the  famous  Dodge-Morse  divorce  case. 
That  was  one  of  the  sensational  cases  which  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  papers  and  the  public  of  the  count ly 
for  many  months.  It  will  be  recalled  that  early  ju  De- 
cember, 1904,  Charles  F.  Dodge  was  arrested  at  Houston, 
Texas,  and  after  a  long  fight  over  the  extradition  was 
taken  to  New  York  and  turned  over  to  District  Attorney 
Jerome.  During  Dodge 's  residence  at  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
his  wife  had  divorced  him  and  had  subsequently  married 
C.  W.  Morse,  a  New  York  banker  and  head  of  the  ice 
trust,  who  subsequently  came  into  unenviable  jmblicity 
as  the  wrecker  of  a  New  York  bank.  It  appears  that 
Morse 's  uncle,  who  was  strongly  opposed  to  the  marriage 
of  his  nephew  to  a  divorced  woman,  had  secured  the 
services  of  Abe  Hummel,  a  noted  New  York  lawyer,  to 
secure  an  annulment  of  the  marriage.  Hummel  Iirought 
Dodge  to  New  York,  induced  him  to  sign  an  affidavit 
that  the  summons  in  the  divorce  proceedings  had  never 
been  served  on  him,  and  on  that  ground  the  courts  an- 
nulled the  decree  of  divorce,  so  that  it  became  a  question 
whether  his  former  wife  was  Mrs.  Dodge-Morse  or  Mrs. 
Morse- Dodge.  Charges  of  perjury  were  subsequently 
brought  against  Dodge  and,  with  the  powerful  financial 
backing  of  Hummel  and  his  client.  Dodge  fled  to  Texas 
and  there  made  a  vigorous  fight  to  prevent  extradition 
and  return  to  New  York.  It  was,  of  course,  in  Texas 
that  Captain  Vann  first  became  connected  with  the  case, 
when  he  was  one  of  the  parties  speciallv  designated  by 
Federal  Judge  Walter  T.  Burns  to  eo'nvey  Dodge  to 
New  York  and  turn  him  (.ver  to  District  Attorney 
Jerome.  It  was  tn  Cai.taiii  \"aiin  tliat  I'odge  made  his 
confession  that  ho  had  ]in  jind  hinisiir  in  making  the 
false  affidavit,  and  tliis  sti.ry  lie  subsequently  repe.ited 
to  Mr,  Jerome,  and  on  that  officer's  recommendation  was 
released.  Most  people  will  remember  that  Abe  Hummel, 
the  lawyer  who  had  engineered  the  entire  deal,  was  subse- 
quently convicted  of  conspiracy  and  served  a  term  in  the 
federal  penitentiary. 

In  1900  Captain  Vann  was  transferred  from  Galveston 
and  made  chief  deputy  United  States  marshal  of  the 
western  district  of  Texas,  under  Eugene  Nolte,  with 
headquarters  at  San  Antonio.  A  short  time  later,  how- 
ever, in  July,  1906,  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  ele- 
vated him  from  a  marshalsliip  to  the  position  of  collector 
of  customs  of  the  Brazos  de  Santia-n  .lisliict,  with  head- 
quarters at  Browusville.  Tliat  .li-iii.  t  .-.trnds  along  the 
Rio  Grande  Eiver  from  its  ihmiuIi  i,,  a  short  distance 
below  Laredo.  During  Captain  \'ana  ■>  term  there  was 
practically  no  military  protection  along  the  Mexican 
border,   and  it  was  his  duty,   assisted  by  a  number  of 


men  employed  under  him,  to  patrol  and  protect  the 
border  against  smugglers  and  other  offenders  against 
law  and  order.  This  service  brought  him  into  almost 
daily  contact  with  desperate  characters,  subjecting  him 
and  his  men  to  dangers,  and  many  narrow  escapes  from 
death.  After  a  service  as  collector  of  customs  for  about 
three  and  a  half  years,  a  special  appointment  from  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  made  him  special  agent  for  the  depart- 
aent  of  justice,  and  he  has  the  distinction  of  having  been 


sition  of  that  kind. 
iii'-'i  with  one  of  the 

lit  administration. 

i.'aid,"  as  a  result 
I'l  the  discharge  of 
ville.  It  was  on  Cap- 
that  Mr.  Roosevelt's 
liuons  puljlished   rcc- 


the   first   to   be 

In  this  connection  he  lir  a^i  r  i,|. 
best  remembered  events  n  \.  i, 
That  was  the  famous  ■ '  I : 
of  which  President  Ron  .\ili  m 
the  negro  troops  stationed  at  JJio 
tain  Vann's  report  of  that  affa 
action  was  based,  and  in  the  vo 
ord  of  the  Brownsville  a  Hair  thp 
document  is  Captain  "\ "aha 's  iijiint.  As  s|.rriaf  a'j.'ut 
for  the  department  of  jusln-u  ('a|ilain.  \:inriV  .Intii-^  in- 
cluded supeivision  alou'i;  llu-  b'm  Ciamlc  as  lav  wrst  a» 
El  Paso.  He  was  on  the  border  . luring  the  first  revolu- 
tinu  .ayainst  the  Diaz  regime  in  Mexico,  as  a  result  of 
Hliirh  Fraiiiisro  Madero  became  President  of  that  re- 
luiblie.  Jn  following  up  the  violators  of  the  neutrality 
laws  between  the  two  countries  Captaiu  Vann  met  with 
many  adventurous  escapades  and  was  almost  constantly 
within  the  2one  of  danger.  He  was  on  duty  in  Juarez, 
opposite  El  Paso,  when  that  city  was  first  taken  by  the 

revolutionists,    and    among    his    ain^t     \al I     mementos 

are  the  autographs  of  a  numlici  ni  ilir  m. Milts  of  for- 
tune who  were  responsible  for  tin  lall  ni  .Ih.utz.  About 
this  time  Captain  Vann  was  iktailed  bv  the  United 
States  attorney  g.Mi.ial  t..  investigate  the  noted  Coppy 
farm  peonage  cas,.  m  liiiil,:-nii  county,  Texas,  where  it 
ivas  charged  that  Waul  M.  |'ail,.r,  a  young  white  man  of 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  many  others  had  been  bold 
m  bondage.  The  result  of  this  prosecution  practically 
wiped  out  peonage  in  Texas. 

Captain  Vann's  work  in  the  government  official  serv- 
ice was  of  such  high  order  that  it  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  corporations,  and  in  July,  1911,  he  was  of- 
fered and  accepted  the  position  of  special  agent  for  the 
legal  department  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad,  with 
headquarters  at  Houston.  Early  in  191,'j  came  his  ap- 
pointment to  his  present  position,  as  chief  special  agent 
for  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Railwav,  with  juris- 
diction extending  over  Texas  and  a  portion  of  Okla- 
,homa.  Captain  Vann  is  the  kind  of  officer  who  has  al- 
ivaj-s  been  depended  upon  to  take  hold  of  an  especially 
knotty  piece  of  business  with  deteruiinatiou,  resource- 
fulness and  bravery,  and  those  \ili,.  ]r.:\r  jilaced  then 
trust  in  him  have  never  been  disa|'|i,.iiii,.,i. 

Captain  Vann  has  four  childim:  Wah.i  W'.,  who  is 
widely  known  as  a  civil  engineer  in  tlie  llrownsville 
country,  having  built  the  Harlingen  Canal  and  a  nunibei 
of  other  large  public  works;  Charles  C,  Stewart,  and 
Amy,  who  is  the  wife  of  Judge  Lee  Wallace,  of  Kerr 
county.  Captain  Vann's  wife  was  formerly  Mrs.  Maude 
(Parkmsj  Sloan,  who  was  born  near  Lonilon,  England 
but,  coining  to  Texas  with  her  parents,  was  reared  near 
San  Antonio.  Captain  Vann  is  a  Knights  Templar  Mason 
and  a  Shriner,  holding  membership  in  various  lodfea 
m  San  Antonio  and  in  the  Ben  Hur  Temple  at  Austin." 

H.  Joe  Is.iacs.  One  of  the  large  and  prosperous 
mercantile  enterprises  of  Amarillo  is  the  Famous  Clnth- 
'ig  &  Fur  Company,  which  is  the  result  ef  tlie  cnei tic 


busi: 


enterprise  of  a  young  man  wl 


city  seventeen  years  ago  and  who  has  applied  all  his 
energy  and  talent  to  making  one  of  the  best  stores  In 
the  Pan  Handle. 

H.  Joe  Isaacs  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Aug.  19, 
1875,  a  son  of  S.  W.  and  Martha  (Myers)  Isaacs.  His 
father  was  born  in  London,  England;  came  to  America 
ivhen  a  young  man,  and  located  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  was 
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for  a  number  of  years  connected  with  tlie  P.  F.  Collier 
Publishing  Company  of  New  York,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred at  Trinidad,  Colorado,  in  1892,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-seven.  The  mother,  who  was  also  born  in  London, 
where  she  was  educated  and  married,  died  at  Trinidml. 
Colorado,  June  13,  1912,  when  seventy-nine  years  of 
age.  There  were  nine  children  in  the  family,  and  H. 
Joe  was  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Cincinnati,  and 
from  that  city  moved  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  began  his 
practical  career  in  merchandising  as  stoekkeeper  for  the 
I.  Harris  Wholesale  Clothing  Manufacturers.  After  five 
years  of  that  experience  he  came  to  Texas,  and  in  ISiiij 
located  in  Amarillo  and  opened  a  small  stock  of  goods 
under  the  name  of  the  Famous  Clothing  &  Fur  Com- 
pany. His  brother,  S.  L.  Isaacs,  joined  him  on  Jan- 
uary 1,  1910.  and  the  brothers  have  enjoyed  special  suc- 
cess in  their  line  of  enterprise.  They  have  a  large  trade 
outside  of  Amarillo  and  carry  $40,000.00  worth  of  stock, 
chiefly  in  men's  furnishing  goods.  They  employ  four 
clerks,  and  their  goods  go  to  supply  the  clothing  of  men 
and  boys  in  every  section  of  the  Pan  Handle. 

Mr.  Isaacs  is  a  Democrat,  but  not  active  in  party  pol- 
itics. He  is  atiiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  at  Amarillo. 

William  A.  Price,  M.  D.  A  physician  and  surgeon 
who  stands  high  in  his  profession  at  Hereford,  Dr.  Price 
won  the  privilege  of  practicing  medicine  through  his 
own  efforts,  working  his  way  and  paying  his  tuition 
both  through  literary  and  professional  schools.  He  was 
graduated  M.  D.  in  the  class  of  1893  from  the  Louis- 
ville Medical  College,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  was 
eno-aged  in  practice  at  Tracy,  in  Milam  county,  Texas, 
from  the  time  of  his  graduation  until  1906.  In  the  lat- 
ter year  he  moved  to  Hereford,  where  he  has  built  u£  a 
large  practice,  his  attendance  being  called  to  the  most 
influential  families  in  this  region.  Dr.  Price  is  examiner 
for  a  number  of  the  old-line  insurance  companes  and  does 
a  general  practice  in  medicine  and  surgery.  He  has 
membership  in  the  Deaf  Smith,  Castro  and  Randall 
Counties  Medical  Societies,  and  also  m  the  State  and 
American  Medical  Associations.  . 

Dr  William  A.  Price  was  born  September  11,  ISb/,  m 
Tishomingo  County,  Mississippi,  and  is  of  Irish  descent 
on  his  father's  side  and  Dutch  on  the  maternal  Ime. 
His  father  was  Eev.  Joseph  L.  Price,  a  native  of  Missis- 
sippi, who  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  active  career 
to  the  ministrv  of  the  Methodist  church  South      In  Cor- 


yell county,  Texas,  he 


membered  for  his  effect- 


ive work  "as  one  of  the  early  preachers,  and  he  located 
in  this  state  in  1876,  and  died  at  Rockdale  m  1892  at 
the  age  of  fifty-two.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  and  fought  with  General  Hood's  Brigade 
participating  in  the  battle  of  Corinth  and  Shiloh  and 
other  campaigns,  and  was  never  wounded  or  taken  pris- 
oner. He  was  a  Democrat,  though  never  active  in  i.olit- 
ical  affairs.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Maitlia 
Ann  Huff,  who  was  born  in  Mississippi,  where  she  was 
married  on  December  22,  1866.  She  came  to  Texas  with 
her  husabnd,  they  making  the  journey  m  a  wagon  drawn 
by  an  ox  team.  She  now  lives,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years,  in  Coryell  county,  having  been  born  m  1845. 
There  were  ten  children  in  her  family  and  all  are  still 

'^Dr^' Price,  the  oldest  of  the  children,  was  educated  in 
the  country  schools  and  at  La.n|i:is:is  Cllege.  After  leav- 
ing the  latter  institution  lir  ,:ni,,.l  Hie  meanp  which 
enabled  him  to  enter  L<ini-Mll  \lr,lir-,l  College,  at 
LouisviUe,  Kentucky,  where  li.>  w;,s  minlnnted  as  already 
mentioned.  The  doctor  is  a  Deiuoerat,  though  his  po- 
litical activity  is  confined  to  casting  his  ballot.  He  Is 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order  through  the  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  and  the  council  of  selec-t  masters.  His  church  is 
the  Methodist  south. 

In  1889  Dr.  Price  was  married  at  Bee  House,  m  Cor- 


yell county,  to  Miss  Annie  Gardner,  a  native  of  Texas, 
born  in  Williamson  county  and  a  daughter  of  John  P. 
(iavdiier.  whn   was  also  born  in  this  state.     Mrs.  Price 

.ii-l  l'.l>!i:n-  11,  1S93,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  when 
1  -     '       ■■■:':]<  oi  age.     She  was  laid  to  rest  at  her  old 

IniiiN-     t:   II   i-ountv.     The  two  children  born  of  the 

uiiiou  ueiv  iitlhi.  I-„,ni'at  P.ee  House,  Texas,  May,  1891. 
and  Annie,  lioin  I'.-Iniiaiv  1,  ]s93,  only  a  few  days  be 
fore  her  iiintliii  '-  Jiatli.  In  ls!i4,  in  Milam  county,  Dr. 
Price  luanie.l  .Mi^s  Nettie  Adams,  who  was  born  in 
Missouri,  a  daughter  of  Eev.  J.  M.  Adams,  who  is  a 
.minister  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  church  and  now  re 
sides  in  Tyler,  Texas.  By  this  marriage  are  two  chil 
dren:  Bernadine,  born  in  1897  at  Tracy,  Texas,  and 
Gwendoline,  born  in  Hereford,  October  10,   1907. 

J.  Allen  Kyle,  M.  D.  On  the  roster  of  Harris 
county's  able  physicians  and  surgeons  is  found  the 
name  of  J.  Allen  Kyle,  M.  D.,  who  has  gained  distinctive 
preferment  in  the  science  of  medicine  and  surgery.  The 
reason  is  not  far  to  seek.  Advancement  in  the  learned 
professions  depends  entirely  upon  merit. 

Doctor  Kyle  was  born  in  Botetourt  county,  Virginia, 
February  25,  1871,  and  is  a  son  of  John  W.  and  Penelope 
(Biggs)"  Kyle.  His  father,  a  planter  in  Virginia,  served 
with  a  Aiiu'ii..!  i.-iinent  in  the  Confederate  army  dur- 
ing the  v.;i'  !  .1  liie  States.  He  came  to  Texas  in 
1877,  settl  .:  lie  first  settlers  of  Victoria  county 
prior  to  tlir  ihlxriii  nf  the  railroads,  and  there  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  active  career  in  farming  and  stock 
raising. 

J.  Allen  Kyle  was  six  years  of  age  when  he  accompa- 
nied his  parents  to  Victoria  county,  and  he  was  prac- 
tically reared  and  educated  by  his  great-uncle,  William 
H.  Kyle.  The  latter,  a  bachelor,  had  come  to  Soiitlieru 
Texas'  about  1850,  and  during  the  Civil  war  had  served 
as  a  member  of  Shannon's  Scouts,  a  company  which 
formed  a  part  of  the  famous  Terry's  Texas  Rangers. 
After  obtaining  his  preliminary  educational  training  in 
the  public  schools  of  Victoria  county,  J.  Allen  Kyle  evi- 
denced an  inclination  for  a  medical  career,  but  his  fa- 
ther was  in  moderate  circumstances,  and  it  was  almost 
impossible  for  the  youth  to  secure  the  pecuniary  assist- 
ance necessary  for  a  collegiate  training.  His  great- 
uncle    had    recognized    and    admired    the    yniinu    iiuin's 

ambition,  however,  and  offered  him  the  liel]!  n li.|..nid 

accordingly  he  enrolled  as  a  student  at  the  AuiuMiltinal 
and  Mechanical  College  of  Texas,  from  whieh  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  1890  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science  in  agriculture.  He  then  went  to  New  York 
City  and  entered  upon  his  medical  course  in  Columbia 
University,  where  he  rereived  tlie  ileirree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine"  in  1894,  and.  fnllMuln-  lil-;  graduation,  was 
appointed  interne  at  St.  Vm.iMit 's  ilespital,  New  York 
Citv.  He  there  served  on  tlie  sinunal  staff  in  various 
ctipaeitios,  first  as  ambulance  surgeon,  then  junior  sur- 
..eiin,  then  senior  surgeon,  and  finally  house  surgeon,  and 
all  tills  within  a  period  of  two  years.  In  1896  he  came 
to  Houston,  where  he  began  a  general  practice  of  medi- 
cine and  surgerv.  and  here  he  has  continued  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  having  offices  at  No.  402  Carter  Building.  His 
professional  career  has  since  been  such  as  to  distinguish 
him  as  one  of  the  representative  jOiysicians  and  sur- 
geons of  Houston.  Dr.  Kvl.'  lias  taken  an  active  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  various  iihMmiI  nmani/.ai  mns.  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Ameri.an  Mnlhail  Assn.iation,  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Assnciation,  the  fSoutb  Texas  Med- 
ical Association  and  the  Harris  County  Medical  Society, 
and  is  a  director  of  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical 
College  of  Texas  and  medical  director  of  the  Southern 
Benevolent  League. 

In  1901  Doctor  Kyle  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Stella 
Carr,  a  daughter  of  John  O.  and  Mary  Stella  (Gallagher) 
Carr  of  Houston.  One  son.  William  Allen,  was  born  to 
this  union,  in  1902.  John  O.  Carr,  father  of  Mrs.  Kyle, 
was  born  at  Charlottesville,  Virginia,  and  received  excel- 
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lent  educational  advantages,  being  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Virginia.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served 
as  captain  of  a  battery  of  artillery  of  Virginia  troops  in 
the  Confederate  army,  while  his  wife's  father  was  a 
major  in  the  Union  army,  under  Gen.  Phil  Sheridan,  his 
regiment  being  commanded  by  Col.  Phil  Gallagher,  one 
of  his  brothers. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kyle  reside  in  a  handsome  home  at  No. 
2002  Crawford  street.  He  is  widely  known  in  social  and 
fraternal  circles  of  the  city,  belonging  to  the  Oleander 
Country  Club,  the  Houston  Turn  Verein,  the  Houston 
Light  Guards,  the  Houston  Country  Club,  the  Thalian 
Club  and  the  Z  Z  Club,  of  Houston,  and  to  the  local 
lodges  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Benjamin  Schwegler.  Until  he  was  thirty-five  years 
of  age,  Ben  Schwegler  maintained  his  home  in  his  birth 
state,  Missouri,  coming  to  Texas  in  1903,  where  he  has 
since  continued.  From  farming,  an  enterprise  that 
claimed  his  attention  here  for  five  years,  he  developed 
an  interest  in  real  estate  activities,  and  when  Burkbur- 
nett  was  placed  on  the  map  of  Wichita  county,  Texas,  he 
was  the  first  to  settle  here  and  establish  himself  in  busi- 
ness. He  has  had  an  undeniably  generous  share  in  the 
work  of  promoting  and  developing  the  town,  and  the 
interest  he  has  felt  in  the  place  well  qualified  him  for  the 
office  of  mayor,  to  which  he  was  elected  recently  when 
the  city  was  incorporated,  he  being  the  first  to  occupy- 
the  executive  chair  of  the  new  city. 

Mr.  Schwegler  was  born  in  Gasconade  county,  Mis- 
souri, on  March  27,  1868,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Anna  Schwegler,  who  passed  their  lives  in  that  state,- 
both  dying  about  twelve  years  ago.  Following  the  com- 
mon school  education  that  Mr.  Schwegler  gained  in  the 
schools  of  Gasconade  county,  he  enjoyed  a  college  course 
at  Warrentown,  Missouri,  and  a  commercial  course  in 
the  Sedalia  Business  College,  in  Sedalia,  Missouri.  He 
continued  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  had  reached  his 
legal  majority,  when  he  struck  out  for  himself,  and 
going  to  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  was  there  identified  with 
mercantile  activities  for  ten  years.  Four  years  of  that 
time  was  spent  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business,  four  in 
Kansas  City,  and  during  two  years  of  the  time  he  was 
in  business  for  himself.  In  1903  he  sold  out  and  made 
his  way  to  Texas.  He  settled  in  this  county  immedi- 
ately upon  arriving  here,  and  for  five  years  devoted  him- 
self to  agricultural  activities,  coming  to  Burkburnett  in 
1007,  when  the  town  had  its  inception,  and  here  engaging 
in  real  estate  operations.  Success  has  attended  his 
efforts,  and  he  does  a  general  real  estate  and  insurance 
business  here  that  reaches  out  into  the  more  remote 
sections  of  the  county.  He  also  does  a  considerable 
business  in  oil  leases  and  lands,  and,  though  he  still 
owns  and  operates  his  farm,  he  manages  it  indirectly, 
through  a  tenant.  The  farm,  one  of  the  fine  ones  of 
these  parts,  is  located  five  miles  from  town  and  is  a 
productive  and  creditable  place. 

Mr.  Schwegler  is  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  Burk- 
burnett, and  when  the  town  was  recently  incorporated 
his  fellow  citizens  showed  their  appreciation  of  his  activ- 
ities by  electing  him  as  first  mayor  of  the  city.  As  pres- 
ident 'of  the  school  board  he  is  rendering  a  valuable 
service  to  the  community  also,  and  the  fine  new  building 
erected  under  his  administration  is  a  distinct  credit  to 
the  place  and  might  well  be  regarded  with  pride  by  a 
much  larger  and  older  city.  A  member  of  the  Commer- 
cial Club"  of  Burkburnett,  he  has  an  active  part  in  the 
work  of  promoting  the  best  interests  of  the  town  and  in 
carrying  out  the  plans  of  the  club  for  the  growth  and 
progress  of  business  enterprise   in   the  community. 

Mr.  Schwegler  was  married  in  Alma,  Missouri,  in  1892, 
to  Miss  Pauline  Giselmann,  the  daughter  of  Herman 
Giselmann,  a  well-known  resident  of  Alma.  Two  children 
have  been  adopted  by  them:  Ervin  and  Edna,  twins, 
whose  birth  occurred  on  July  23,  1904.     The  family  are 


members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  Mr.  Schwegler  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  adherence,  his  active  interest 
being  confined  to  local  rather  than  state  politics. 

Hon.  James  G.  McDonald.  A  native  son  of  the  Lone 
Star  state,  who  has  been  prominently  known  both  at  the 
bar  and  on  the  bench,  Judge  James  G.  McDonald  is  now 
devoting  the  greater  part  of  his  time  to  the  cultivation 
of  his  handsome  farm  of  855  acres,  which  is  located  at 
the  county  seat  of  Anderson,  in  Grimes  county.  He  is  a 
son  of  the  pioneer,  Judge  James  G.  McDonald,  who  came 
to  Texas  in  1851  as  a  young  married  man  from  Carthage, 
Tennessee,  a  grandson  of  Henry  Brown  McDonald,  and 
a  great-grandson  of  Hugh  McDonald,  who  came  from 
Scotland,  settled  in  North  Carolina,  and  was  a  conspicu- 
ous Eevolutionary  soldier  of  General  Marion 's  legion. 
Henry  Brown  McDonald,  who  died  at  Carthage,  Ten- 
nessee, married  Miss  Mary  Crowder,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Melvina,  who 
married  E.  C.  Eawson,  of  Waxahachie,  Texas;  Gen, 
James  G. ;  Mrs.  Page,  who  spent  her  life  in  Smith  county, 
Tennessee;  Mrs.  McKinley,  who  also  spent  her  life  in 
that  state,  where  she  first  married  William  Danley;  Mrs. 
Young  B.  Jones,  who  died  in  the  same  state;  Dr.  Henry 
Clay,  who  practiced  medicine  at  Carthage,  Tennessee,  and 
died  there;  Orville,  who  went  to  California  in  1848,  re- 
turned home  after  the  war,  but  went  out  again  in  1867 
with  a  company  seeking  gold,  and  was  lost  to  view  for- 
ever; Brown,  who  was  the  first  man  killed  in  Colonel 
Parson's  Texas  Eegiment  in  1862;  William  H.,  who  was 
shot  in  the  head  at  Chickamauga,  but  survived  until  1890 
and  died  in  Hillsboro,  Texas.  Henry  Brown  McDonald, 
the  grandfather  of  Judge  McDonald,  was  married  (sec- 
ond) to  Mrs.  Julia  Powell,  and  they  had  these  children: 
Mrs,  Eobinson  and  Mrs,  Waters,  of  Nashville,  Tennes- 
see; Alice,  who  died  single;  David  M,,  a  graduate  of 
West  Point  Academy,  who  fought  against  the  Ute  In- 
dians as  a  lieutenant  and  resigned  from  the  army,  dying 
at  Carthage,  Tennessee, 

Gen.  James  G.  McDonald  was  born  in  Smith  county, 
Tennessee,  September  20,  1824,  and,  inheriting  his  fath- 
er 's  predilection  for  the  law,  studied  for  that  profession. 
He  was  a  student  of  Lebanon,  Tennessee,  where  he  gradu- 
ated in  law,  and  there  began  to  practice.  He  came  to 
Texas  by  water  to  Galveston  and  by  stage  to  Anderson 
and  settled  among  strangers  here,  making  the  law  his 
business  from  the  first  in  Texas  and  following  it  all  his 
life.  He  was  district  attorney  when  his  district  em- 
braced all  the  territory  to  Galveston,  Beaumont  aud  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  state,  and  served  both  before  and 
after  the  war.  Among  his  compeers  were  Peter  W. 
Gray,  who  was  district  judge  while  General  McDonald 
was  district  attorney;  Maj.  Hannibal  H.  Boone;  Capt. 
J.  C.  Hutchison,  now  of  Houston;  A.  T.  McKinney,  of 
Huntsville;  Ben  Goodrich,  Judge  Maxey  and  Judge 
Baker. 

In  politics  General  McDonald  was  always  a  Democrat, 
aud  was  chosen  to  represent  his  locality  in  the  legisla- 
ture before  the  war,  and  when  the  Civil  war  was  in 
progress  he  was  brigadier  general  of  the  Texas  state 
troops.  Following  the  close  of  hostilities,  he  served  as 
district  attorney  again  and  as  a  member  of  the  Senate. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  state  politics,  was  frequently 
with  Gen.  Sam  Houston,  with  whom  he  was  intimately 
acquainted  and  whom  he  greatly  admired,  and  was  also 
an   admirer    of   Andrew   Jackson.      He    favored   the    war 


oiis  Siiutheni  gentlemen  of  the  old  school.  He  read  much 
iu  law,  politics,  biography  and  current  literature,  and 
always  favored  public  education,  and  his  fraternal  work 
extended  to  a  membership  in  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows, 

General    McDonald    married    Miss    Julia    T,    Davis,    a 
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daughter  of  Charles  Davis.  She  died  October  29,  1886, 
and  was  followed  to  the  grave  by  the  General  March  11, 
1903.  Mrs.  McDonald  was  a  graduate  of  the  National 
Female  College  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  of  which  Dr. 
Elliott  was  president,  and  she  demonstrated  her  ability 
in  composition  as  a  writer.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten 
children,  eight  of  whom  came  to  maturity,  but  only  four 
of  whom  reared  families:  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Meecbam,  wife 
of  W.  W.  Meecham,  of  Anderson;  Finney,  who  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Montgomery,  Texas;  Mrs.  Julia  Goodlett,  who 
died  at  San  Bernardino,  California;  James  G.,  of  this 
review;  William  L.,  who  is  an  attorney  of  New  York 
City;  Mrs.  P.  S.  Halleek,  a  resident  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich- 
igan ;  and  Brown,  whose  home  is  at  Duluth,  Minnesota. 

Judge  James  G.  McDonald  was  born  at  Anderson, 
Texas,  September  11,  1858,  and  has  been  a  student  dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  was  a  youth  of 
the  rural  wilds  about  Anderson,  and  laid  aside  bis  books 
with  a  common  school  education.  He  studied  law  with 
his  father  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1888,  before 
Judge  Norman  G.  Kittrell,  and  was  examined  by  Colonel 
Meecham,  Frank  Brigance  and  Major  H.  H.  Boone.  He 
engaged  in  the  practice  in  1SS9  alone  and  has  continued 
to  be  engaged  therein  ever  since,  his  career  in  his  pro- 
fession having  been  one  of  consecutive  advancement  and 
well  merited  success,  his  practice  covering  the  general 
professional  business  and  his  standing  among  his  pro- 
fessional brethren  being  high. 

Judge  McDonald  has  been  a  Democrat  all  his  life.  In 
1900  he  was  in  the  state  convention  at  Waco,  in  1902  was 
in  the  Galveston  convention,  and  was  one  of  the  strongest 
supporters  of  Senator  Bailey  during  the  disagreement 
over  that  statesman.  While  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, Judge  McDonald  supported  Senator  Bailey's  in- 
terests in  the  legislative  investigation  that  took  place, 
and  still  regards  him  as  the  truest  and  bravest  states- 
man of  them  all.  He  was  county  attorney  from  1890  to 
1892,  and  county  judge  from  1892  to  1896.  In  1899  he 
aided  in  organizing  the  White  Man 's  Union,  when  the 
negroes  were  dominating  the  policies  of  the  county,  and 
by  this  method  disfranchised  the  blacks  and  put  the 
county  into  the  white  column.  From  1900  to  1904  he 
again  served  as  county  judge,  and  was  then  sent  to  the 
Thirtieth  and  Thirty-First  Legislatures,  where  he  was 
known  as  one  of  the  working  members  of  those  dis- 
tinguished bodies.  He  served  on  judiciary  committee 
No.  1  and  the  committees  on  education  and  appropria- 
tions, and  in  the  latter  session  was  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  internal  improvements.  Among  the  things 
accomplished  by  him  in  the  Legislature  was  the  intro- 
duction of  a  bill  to  pay  special  veniremen  a  dollar  a 
day  for  service,  whether  they  were  selected  as  jurymen 
or  not,  whereas,  before,  they  received  no  pay  unless  put 
on  the  jury.  He  lined  himself  up  with  the  interests  of 
public  education  in  the  rural  schools  and  worked  in 
harmony  with  the  state  superintendent  of  education  in 
that  work.  He  advocated  the  law  requiring  the  teach- 
ing of  agriculture  in  the  common  schools.  At  present 
Judge  McDonald's  time  and  attention  are  chiefly  de- 
voted to  his  farm.  His  plantation,  which  lies  against 
the  county  seat,  has  855  acres  of  land  in  cultivation  and 
is  given  over  to  the  raising  of  cotton,  corn  and  hay. 
Judge  McDonald  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  the  Blue 
Lodge,  Chapter  and  Council.  He  is  past  noble  grand  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  has  been  a 
delegate  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  state. 

On  January  20,  1895,  Judge  McDonald  was  married 
to  Miss  Eleanor  Stone,  a  daughter  of  Maj.  WiUiam 
M.  Stone,  of  Anderson,  and  a  granddaughter  of  Henry 
Fantharp.  She  died  January  25,  1903,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Mary  Eleanor,  who  passed  away  June  15,  1903. 

Henry  Fantharp  was  the  very  first  settler  of  Anderson 
and  came  here  from  England  about  1830.  He  established 
a  hotel  in  the  little  hamlet,  and  all  the  emigration 
through  this  section  in  pioneer  days  passed  by  his  place. 
General  Houston  and  other  prominent  Texans  made  his 


hotel  their  stopping  place,  and  he  was  just  one  of  those 
frontier  characters  who  would  be  well  remembered.  He 
was  a  shrewd  business  man,  thrifty,  industrious  and 
capable,  and  accumulated  a  handsome  property  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  state.  His  family  comprised  a  son  and 
daughter,  viz.:  John,  who  left  no  issue,  and  Mary,  who 
married  Maj.  William  M.  Stone,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Judge  McDonald.  The  Stone  children  were  as  follows: 
Annie,  who  married  C.  L.  Kettler  and  died  at  Dallas, 
Texas,  leaving  no  issue;  Mrs.  McDonald;  Julia,  who 
became  Mrs.  J.  T.  Yarborough,  who  now  resides  in  Hong- 
Kong,  China,  as  Mrs.  Desaussure,  and  has  two  daughters, 
Julia  and  Alice;  William  M.,  of  Marianna,  Florida,  and 
Henry,  who  died  as  a  youth.  Henry  Fantharp  died  in 
October,  1868,  and  his  wife  followed  him  to  the  grave 
in  the  same  week. 

James  W.  Stringer.  Twenty-three,  years  ago  James 
W.  Stringer  came  to  Wichita  county,  Texas,  here  identi- 
fying himself  with  farming  activities,  and  from  then  up 
to  the  present  time  he  has  been  a  resident  of  said  county 
and  has  long  been  reckoned  among  the  successful  men  of 
the  community.  He  extended  his  interests  to  the  cattle 
business  soon  after  he  located  here,  and  he  is  still  so 
connected,  while  he  has  become  identified  with  other 
financial  and  industrial  enterprises  of  the  cities  of  this 
county,  by  means  of  which  he  has  come  to  occupy  a  po- 
sition of  no  little  importance  in  Wichita  Falls. 

James  W.  Stringer  is  a  native  of  Nevada  county,  Ar- 
kansas, born  there  on  March  21,  1862,  and  he  is  a  son 
of  Wesley  W.  and  Elmina  (Haines)  Stringer,  both  na- 
tive Georgians.  Wesley  W.  Stringer  was  a  farmer  all 
his  life,  more  or  less  successful,  and  his  residence  in 
Arkansas  began  in  1847,  when  lie  was  just  twenty-five 
years  of  age.  He  enlisted  with  an  Arkansas  regiment 
for  service  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  served  through- 
out the  war,  escaping  without  injury,  save  for  the  explo- 
sion of  a  minie  ball  in  his  vicinity,  which  impaired  his 
hearing.  He  died  in  Columbia  county,  Arkansas,  when  he 
was  sixty-four  years  of  age,  and  the  mother  also  passed 
away  there,  in  the  fifty-eighth  year  of  life. 

James  W.  Stringer  was  the  eighth-born  child  in  a 
family  of  five  sons  and  four  daughters.  He  had  his  early 
education,  somewhat  inclined  to  meagerness,  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Nevada  county,  Arkansas,  and  up  to  the 
age  of  twenty-one  remained  at  home  on  the  farm.  Then, 
when  he  felt  himself  entitled  to  his  freedom  by  reason 
of  his  age,  he  left  home  and  came  to  Texas,  settling  in 
Bell  county  in  the  summer  of  1882.  He  engaged  in 
farming  there  and  was  eight  years  in  that  district. 
When  Mr.  Stringer  first  came  to  Texas  he  spent  one  year 
attending  school,  and  thus  added  not  a  little  to  his  edu- 
cation. In  1890  he  came  to  Wichita  County,  where  he 
bought  a  farm.  He  gradually  worked  into  the  cattle 
business,  and,  though  he  has  withdrawn  to  some  extent 
from  his  regular  farming  activities,  he  is  still  interested 
in  the  cattle  business.  He  has  with  the  passing  years 
come  to  have  an  interest  in  certain  oil  properties  of  the 
state,  and  he  is  vice  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Electra,  Texas,  as  well  as  a  stockholder.  He  is 
also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers'  State  Bank  at  Burk- 
burnett  and  in  the  First  National  Bank  at  Wichita 
Falls.  He  has  never  sought  for  a  place  in  politics, 
though  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  Democratic 
activities  of  the  county  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
stanch  members  of  the  party.  Fraternally  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

On  November  13,  1890,  Mr.  Stringer  was  married  in 
Falls  county,  Texas,  to  Miss  Sue  Gribble,  a  native  of 
Tennessee  and  a  daughter  of  Dr.  C.  Gribble.  The 
mother  of  Mrs.  Stringer  died  when  she  was  a  babe  of 
two  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stringer  have  been  born 
three  sons  and  three  daughters,  concerning  whom  brief 
mention  is  made  as  follows:  Lois,  the  eldest,  was  born 
in  Wichita  county,  and  she  is  now  the  wife  of  E.  W. 
Marriott   of    Electra,    Texas.      The   others   are   Myrtice, 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


1813 


Leslie,  Icie,  James  and  Hubter,  and  all  are  members  of 
the  family  circle,  with  the  single  exception  of  Miss  Myr- 
tice,  who  .is  a  student  in  the  Texas  Christian  University, 
at  Port  Worth,  now  in  her  third  year  at  that  well-known 
institution.  Leslie  and  Icie  are  high-school  students  in 
Wichita  Falls,  and  the  two  younger  ones  are  attending 
the  grade  schools. 

In  the  fall  of  1913  Mr.  Stringer  established  the  family 
home  in  Wichita  Falls,  here  erecting  a  handsome  home 
on  Grant  street  opposite  Kemp  Boulevard,  in  the  finest 
residence  district  of  the  city.  The  family  are  popular 
and  prominent  in  social  and  other  circles  of  the  com- 
munity and  have  a  host  of  good  friends  throughout  the 
county,  where  they  have  long  been  known  for  their  many 
sterling  qualities. 

EiCHARD  H.  Alwood.  A  retired  resident  of  Gaines- 
ville, Mr.  Alwood  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  city, 
having  located  there  when  it  was  a  small  village  and  still 
exposed  to  the  Indian  raids  which  made  life  and  property 
unsafe  in  north  Texas  for  a  number  of  years  after  the 
Civil  war.  Mr.  Alwood  has  had  a  great  variety  of  expe- 
riences during  his  career  and  has  possessed  that  active 
temperament  of  the  pioneer  and  the  frontiersman. 

Richard  H.  Alwood  was  born  in  St.  Mary's  Parish,  in 
Louisiana,  January  10,  1847,  a  son  of  John  and  Eliza 
(Donald)  Alwood,  his  father  a  native  of  Ireland  and  the 
mother  of  Mississippi.  The  father  followed  farming  as 
his  regular  vocation.  Richard  was  the  second  of  the 
three  children,  and  his  brother  James  and  sister  Sallle 
are  both  deceased. 

Richard  H.  Alwood  grew  up  in  Louisiana,  received  his 
education  in  the  local  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
in  1S63,  enlisted  as  a  soldier  of  the  Confederacy  in  the 
Eighth  Louisiana  Tigers,  and  later  was  transferred  to 
the  Ninth  Louisiana  Tigers.  He  fought  from  the  begin- 
ning of  his  enlistment  until  the  close  of  the  war  as  a 
private.  Following  the  war  he  went  out  to  Omaha  and 
became  identified  with  the  great  transportation  business 
conducted  by  wagon  and  team  across  Nebraska  into  Ne- 
vada. He  continued  that  work  until  he  came  to  Gaines- 
ville, in  1868.  Gainesville  in  that  year  was  a  village, 
possessing  two  saloons,  one  church,  one  blacksmith  shop, 
one  hotel,  and  one  mill.  Its  proximity  to  the  Red  River 
and  the  border  of  the  Indian  territory  exposed  it  to  fre- 
quent raids  from  Indiiins  and  white  outlaws,  and  on  one 
occasion,  while  Jlr.  Alwood  was  in  charge  of  a  freight- 
ing train,  the  Indians  stole  eight  mules  from  the  wagons 
near  Jacksboro.  He  got  the  mules  back,  however,  with- 
out any  fight.  On  locating  at  Gainesville,  Mr.  Alwood 
was  given  employment  in  driving  a  team  for  the  firm  of 
Cloud  &  Peary,  "and  continued  that  work  for  one  year. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  livery  and  feed  business,  and  had 
that  establishment  for  a  year.  After  that  he  was  at 
work  as  a  carpenter,  and  then  engaged  in  the  retail  meat 
business,  and  conducted  a  shop  in  Gainesville  until  he 
retired,  in  July,  1912.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been 
extensively  interested  in  cattle  dealing,  and  bought  and 
sold  a  large  number  of  stock  at  different  times.  Mr. 
Alwood  now  has  a  nice  little  farm  of  fifty  acres  near 
Gainesville,  and  makes  this  place  his  hobby  and  recrea- 
tion, giving  all  his  attention  to  its  management. 

Mr.  Alwood  w:is  iii.inir,!  in  IsTl  to  Miss  Margaret 
Dials,  a  natiw  ,.!'  K.iniirliv  :iiiJ  :<  'hniuliter  of  Jacob  K. 
Dials.  Mr.  l>i;it-  r.iinr  lioiii  l<^ntll^l^y  to  Missouri,  and 
then  to  Dalhi^.  T.'xiis,  m  l^,"'.i.  Inter  moving  to  Gaines- 
ville, where  his  death  occurred  in  1876.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Alwood  had  three  children:  Jimmie  Florence,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  five  years;  one  that  died  in  infancy;  and 
Maude  L.  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  B.  Feltz  of  GainseviUe, 
a  traveling  salesman,  and  they  have  one  chdd,  Alwood. 

Mr.  Alwood  is  a  Democrat  without  any  desire  for  of- 
ficial honors.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  is  well  known  in  Masonic  circles.  He  has 
served  as  junior  warden  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  is  also  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  has  been  Master  of  the  Second 


rule,  for  but  a  few  short 
without  capital  or  resonv 
and  perseverance  has  sti 
he  is  recognized  as  ouf 
his  community.  Mr.  Plii 
Tennessee,   September 


Veil,  and  at  present  is  principal  sojourner  in  the  local 
lodge.  Mr.  Alwood  and  family  reside  at  130-1  East 
California  Street. 

John  W.  Philpott.  In  making  a  study  of  the  careers 
and  characters  of  men  of  prominence  the  contemporary 
biographer  is  naturally  led  to  inquire  into  the  secrets  of 
their  successes  and  the  motives  which  have  prompted 
their  actions.  It  is  almost  invariably  found  that  success 
is  a  matter  of  the  application  of  experience  and  sound 
judgment  at  the  right  time  and  in  the  right  manner.  In 
almost  every  instance  the  successful  men  of  any  profes- 
sion or  line  of  business  have  obtained  their  positions 
through  persistent  individual  effort.  The  career  of  John 
W.  Philpott,  proprietor  of  the  J.  W.  Philpott  grain  ele- 
vator at  Miami,  Roberts  county,  is  no  exception  to  this 
years  ago  he  arrived  in  Texas 
^'s  :uh\  through  his  own  ability 
dilv  lis. 11  to  a  position  where 
1  111.-  l.-ii.liu;;  business  men  of 
lolt  wa>  I. .on  in  Coffee  county, 
1S7.5,  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth  of  the  thirteen  children  of  John  and  Ruth  Naomi 
(Tony)  Philpott. 

John  Philpott  was  born  May  3,  1836,  in  Tennessee, 
and  in  that  state  was  educated,  reared  and  married.  He 
became  a  well-known  merchant  in  Cotfee  county,  retiring 
from  mercantile  pursuits  a  few  years  before  removing  to 
Shelbyville,  in  Bedford  county,  Tennessee.  In  1894  he 
came  to  Texas  and  located  in  Fannin  county,  where  he 
became  largely  interested  in  farming,  but  has  since  sold 
most  of  his  land,  although  he  recently  bought  a  farm 
near  Canfield,,  Arkansas.  He  was  married  m  Coffee 
county,  Tennessee,  to  Ruth  Naomi  Tony,  who  was  born 
in  Illinois  and  educated  in  Tennessee,  and  she  passed 
away  in  the  latter  state  just  prior  to  the  family's  re- 
moval to  the  Lone  Star  state. 

John  W.  Philpott  secured  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Shelbyville,  Tennessee,  and  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Fannin  county,  there  en- 
tering upon  his  career  as  a  grower  of  cotton,  wheat  and 
corn.  He  continued  in  Fannin  county  for  six  years,  and 
then  removed  to  Cooke  county,  where  for  four  years  he 
was  interested  in  wheat  farming  and  cattle  raising.  He 
subsequently  disposed  of  his  interests  in  that  locality  and 
came  to  Mi'ami,  embarking  in  operations  in  farnung  and 
wheat  shipping  in  Roberts  county  until  the  establish- 
ment of  the  J.  W.  Philpott  Grain  Elevator,  in  1911, 
since  which  time  he  has  devoted  his  entire  time  to  this 
business.  The  rise  of  Jlr.  Philpott  has  been  steady  and 
rapid,  as  will  be  shown  by  comparing  the  young  man 
who  arrived  in  Texas  with  a  capital  of  $10.05  with  the 
substantial  man  of  business  who  in  1912  shipped  17.j 
cars  of  grain,  representing  $100,000,  to  Galveston  and 
the  eastern  markets.  He  owns  960  acres  of  land,  of 
which  he  has  750  acres  sown  with  wheat,  and  he  also 
owns  lots  at  Pampa,  property  at  Greenwade,  eight  lots 
in  Miami,  and  a  comfort  altle  residence.  His  career  has 
been  one  of  great  activity  and  uncommon  success,  due 
to  the  exercise  of  good  judgment  and  the  exhibition 
under  all  circumstances  of  the  strictest  integrity.  He 
has  shown  unbounded  faith  in  Texas,  and  in  numerous 
ways  has  been  influential  in  forwarding  its  interests. 
Primarily  a  business  man,  with  onerous  duties  to  claim 
his  time  and  attention,  he  has  not  been  indifferent  to 
the  responsibilities  which  a  community  exiJects  its  prom- 
inent men  to  assume,  and  has  served  faithfully  and  con- 
scientiously as  school  director  and  road  overseer  His 
political  tendencies  make  him  a  Democrat,  while  his 
religious  connection  is  with  the  Baptist  church. 

Mr.  Philpott  was  married  December  14,  1897,  in  Fan- 
nin county,  Texas,  to  Miss  Nora  Lyons,  a  daughter  of 
David  Lyons  of  that  county.  Five  children  have  been 
born  of  "this  union:  Ruth  N.,  born  in  Fannin  county 
December  23,  1899;  James  W.,  born  in  Cooke  county, 
Texas,    January    4,    1904;    Flora    May,    born    in    Cooke 


1814 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


county,  May  28,  1905;  George  Arthur,  born  in  Gray 
county,  Texas,  September  6,  1907;  and  Charlie  Kint, 
born  November  25,  1912,  at  Miami.  The  three  older 
children  are  attending  public  school  at  Miami. 

Lewis  Randolph  Bryax.  A  former  president  of  the 
Texas  State  Bar  Association,  Mr.  Bryan  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  this  state  in  April,  1880,  at  Brenham  and 
has  had  a  varied  experience  as  a  practicing  lawyer. 
For  the  past  thirteen  years  he  has  been  identiiied  with 
the  Houston  bar,  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  profession 
and  one  of  the  citizens  who  stand  high  in  social  and 
public  life. 

The  Bryan  family  represented  by  this  Houston  lawyer 
is  one  of  the  oldept  and  most  prominent  in  the  history 
of  the  state.  His  father  was  Moses  Austin  Bryan, 
whose  name  represents  to  students  of  Texas  some  of  the 
most  eminent  personalities  and  events  connected  with 
the  early  growth  and  development  of  this  commonwealth. 
Moses  Austin  Bryan  was  a  native  of  Missouri  and  a 
nephew  of  Stephen  F.  Austin,  the  father  of  Texas.  He 
came  to  Texas  in  1831,  a  number  of  years  after  the 
Austins  had  undertaken  their  settlement  and  colonization 
enterprises,  and  became  the  private  secretary  of  the  real 
head  of  American  affairs  in  this  Mexican  province.  He 
accompanied  Mr.  Austin  on  one  or  more  of  his  journeys 
into  Mexico  and  was  closely  associated  with  the  events 
and  major  personalities  which  led  up  to  the  separation  of 
Texas  from  Mexico  by  the  Revolution  of  183.5-36.  At 
the  final  battle  of  San  .Tarinto,  which  resulted  in  the 
triumph  of  Texas  over  .Mexico,  Moses  Austin  Bryan  was 
first  sergeant  in  Mosely  Baker  's  company  in  the  regiment 
commanded  by  General  Burleson,  the  grandfather  of 
Postmaster  General  A.  S.  Burleson.  He  was  also  a  close 
personal  friend  of  Col.  Frank  Johnson,  whose  historical 
manuscripts  are  published  as  the  chief  features  of  his 
work. 

Lewis  Randolph  Bryan  was  born  in  Brazoria  county, 
Texas,  October  2,  1858.  The  maiden  name  of  his  mother 
was  Cora  Lewis,  daughter  of  Colonel  Ira  R.  Lewis,  a 
member  of  the  consultation  committee  in  1835.  Mr 
Bryan  attained  his  early  education  at  Independence,  in 
"Washington  County,  Texas,  and  was  sent  to  Baylor  Uni- 
versity, then  at  Independence,  where  he  was  graduated 
from  a  classical  course  with  the  degree  of  B.  S.  in  1877. 
He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Shepard  &  Garrett,  a  firm 
composed  of  Seth  Shepard,  now  Chief.  Justice,  Court  of 
Appeals  of  District  of  Columbia,  and  C.  C.  Garrett, 
afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  Court  of  Appeals,  First 
Supreme  Judicial  District  of  Texas,  and  also  studied 
under  Honorable  John  Sayles  and  Honorable  Jas.  E. 
Shepard,  who  gave  lectures  at  Brenham  in  1879  and 
1880.  Admitted  to  the  bar  on  the  9th  of  April,  1880, 
he  began  practice  at  once  in  the  old  town  of  La  Grange 
with  Honorable  J.  W.  Hill,  now  of  San  Angelo,  Texas, 
where  he  remained  until  September,  1882.  at  which  date 
he  moved  to  Brenham  and  entered  into  partnership  with 
W.  W.  Searcy,  now  president  of  the  Texas  State  Bar 
Association,  with  whom  he  continued  until  ISSS.  and 
then  was  associated  with  J.  D.  Campbell,  now  of  Beau- 
mont, Texas.  From  1890.  or  more  than  ten  years,  he 
was  established  in  practice  in  Brazoria  county.  On  the 
first  of  January,  1901.  Mr.  Bryan  moved  his  home  to 
Houston,  and  he  enjoys  a  large  practice  in  this  city. 
His  offices  are  in  the  Commercial  Bank  Building. 

His  success  in  law  has  also  brought  him  into  active 
connection  with  business  affairs,  and  he  is  now  presi- 
dent of  the  Colonial  Land  &-  Loan  Company  of  Hous- 
ton, and  is  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Houston 
Home  Company.  Mr.  Bryan  was  elected  on  July  3,  1902, 
President  of  the  Texas  State  Bar  Association,  and  held 
that  oflSee  during  the  succeeding  year.  He  is  prominent 
in  his  profession  and  known  among  the  fraternity  from 
the  south  to  the  north  boundaries  of  this  great  state. 
During  the  year  1911  he  also  served  as  president  of  the 
Harris  County  Bar  Association.     Representing  a  pioneer 


family  himself,  Mr.  Bryan  was  married  on  October  15, 
1891,  to  Miss  Martha  J.  Shepard,  who,  on  her  side,  is 
also  descended  from  one  of  the  families  which  have 
been  identified  with  Texas  since  the  Republic  era  and 
with  the  early  history  of  the  nation  and  of  the  state  of 
Kentucky.  Her  father  was  Col.  Chauncey  B.  Shepard, 
who  took  up  his  residence  in  the  Republic  in  1837,  only 
one  year  after  the  winning  of  independence.  He  was 
for  many  years  a  well-known  resident  of  Brenham, 
Texas.  Mrs.  Bryan  is  also  a  Colonial  Dame  and  a 
Daughter  of  American  Revolution  through  both  her 
Shepard  ancestors  and  through  her  mother's  famUy, 
viz.,  the  well-known  Andrews  family  of  Kentucky.  The 
three  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryan  are  Lewis  Ran- 
dolph, Jr..  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  law  department  of 
the  University  of  Texas  and  is  now  associated  with  hi* 
father  in  the  practice  of  law;  Mary  Shepard,  a  student 
in  the  University  of  Texas  in  the  class  of  1915;  and 
Cora  Louise,  now  at  Sweet  Briar  College,  Virginia.  The 
Bryan  home  is  at  802  Dennis  Avenue,  in  Houston. 

Capt.  James  M.  Lee.  After  a  career  of  varied  event- 
fulness,  beginning  in  the  days  of  his  early  manhood,  when 
he  fought  as  a  Confederate  soldier.  Captain  Lee  is  now 
enjoyinig  the  peace  and  contentment  of  retired  life 
in  Gainesville,  where  he  is  surrounded  by  his  family  and 
his  many  friends. 

James  M.  Lee  was  born  in  Rockbridge,  Virginia,  Au- 
gust 16,  1837,  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Sallie  (Lee)  Lee, 
the  father  having  been  a  farmer  and  stock  man  of  Vir- 
ginia. The  eight  children  of  the  family  are  all  now 
deceased  with  the  exception  of  Captain  Lee  at  Gaines- 
ville. Both  parents  were  natives  of  Virginia,  and  the 
father  was  a  first  cousin  of  Gen.  Robert  E.  and  Gen. 
Fitzhugh  Lee,  both  famous  in  the  military  annals  of  our 
nation. 

James  M.  Lee  grew  up  in  Virginia,  where  he  was  edu- 
cated in  the  local  and  private  schools,  and  when  nineteen 
years  of  age  came  to  Missouri,  after  the  death  of  his 
parents.  He  began  his  career  without  capital,  and  his 
first  work  in  Missouri  was  on  a  farm  for  wages.  He  then 
for  two  years  farmed  with  his  cousin,  Richard  Lee.  He 
was  living  in  Missouri  when  the  war  broke  out  and  en- 
listed in  Company  E,  in  Elliott's  Regiment,  in  Shelby's 
brigade,  under  General  Price,  and  went  through  the  war, 
most  of  his  service  being  in  the  states  of  Missouri  and 
Arkansas,  and  the  Mississippi  Valley.  He  was  a  private 
at  his  enlistment,  but  later  became  quartermaster  in  his 
regiment,  and  came  out  of  the  army  with  the  rank  of 
captain.  He  saw  a  great  deal  of  active  service  and, 
though  his  hat  was  shot  through,  he  was  never  wounded. 

In  1874  Captain  Lee  moved  to  Texas,  locating  at 
Whitesboro,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  also 
conducted  a  hotel  and  livery  business.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  was  a  well-known  cattle  raiser  in  that  vicinity, 
and  continued  active  in  his  varied  occupations  until  1905, 
in  which  year  he  retired.  At  the  present  time  Captain 
Lee  is  the  owner  of  1,280  acres  of  land  in  the  Pecos 
River  Valley,  in  southwest  Texas.  He  has  been  success- 
ful as  a  business  man  and  has  always  enjoyed  the  out- 
door life  and  work  of  farming,  and  now  as  a  diversion 
manages  and  works  a  small  place  near  Gainesville.  He 
is  a  Democrat,  but  has  never  been  active  in  party  affairs. 
Since  1863  Captain  Lee  has  been  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  Order  and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  members 
of  the  local  lodge  in  Gainesville.  His  home  is  at  709 
South  Denton  street,  in  Gainesville. 

In  January,  1867,  Captain  Lee  married  Miss  Bettie 
Early.  She  also  is  related  to  a  military  family,  her 
father,  John  Early,  having  been  a  relative  of  the  famous 
General  Early  of  the  Confederate  army.  Mrs.  Lee  was 
one  of  three  children,  the  others  being  Mrs.  Eiehler  of 
Butler,  Missouri,  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Gillespie,  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lee  have  three  children:  Elizabeth,  the  widow 
of  Percy  Darwin;  John  Early,  a  manufacturer  and  busi- 
ness man  of  Dallas,  Texas,  and  the  father  of  one  child; 
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and  Charles  H.,  a  cotton  broker  in  Dallas,  and  has  two 
children.  Mrs.  Elijabeth  Darwin,  who  resides  with  her 
father,  is  very  prominent  in  civic  and  social  affairs  in 
Gainesville,  and  is  well  known  for  her  work  throughout 
the  state.  She  is  chairman  of  the  Civic  Improvement 
Committee  of  the  XLI  Club,  and  in  that  capacity  has 
done  some  notable  work  in  the  line  of  civic  improve- 
ment. Her  accomplishments  came  within  half  a  point 
of  gaining  the  first  prize  offered  by  a  Texas  magazine 
for  plans  and  actual  work  accomplished  in  civic  improve- 
ment. As  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  XLI  Club 
she  had  charge  of  all  the  work  connected  with  the  clean- 
ing up  of  the  City  of  Gainesville,  and  local  citizens  give 
her  much  credit  for  her  leadership  in  a  campaign  for 
wholesome  and  sanitary  conditions  in  the  town.  During 
the  past  year,  due  largely  to  her  influence,  more  trees 
and  flowers  have  been  planted  along '  the  streets  and 
about  the  homes  of  Gainesville  people  than  were  set  out 
in  any  previous  period  of  five  years.  Because  of  excellent 
results  obtained  in  the  betterment  of  pure  food  condi- 
tions, she  has  been  appointed  assistant  to  the  Food  and 
Drug  Commission  of  Texas,  the  first  woman  ever  ap- 
pointed on  such  a  commission.  Mrs.  Darwin  is  vice 
president  of  the  District  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs 
and  has  held  membership  in  the  XLI  Club  for  the  past 
seventeen  years. 

■\ViLLiAM  L.  Meaders.  After  many  years  of  success- 
ful and  extensive  connection  with  the  cattle  and  live 
stock  business  in  this  state  William  L.  Meaders  in  1907 
established  himself  in  business  with  his  brother  in  OIney 
under  the  firm  name  of  the  Meaders  Brothers '  Hardware 
Company-,  today  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  prosper- 
ous firms  of  its  kind  in  this  section  of  the  state.  In 
this,  as  in  his  other  enterprises,  success  has  attended  the 
efforts  of  Mr.  Meaders,  and  in  Olney,  as  in  other  towns 
with  which  he  has  been  variously  identified,  Mr.  IMeaders 
has  taken  his  place  among  the  leading  men  of  the  coni- 
munit}'.  That  he  has  gained  a  measure  of  success  in  his 
business  life  is  due  entirely  to  the  qualities  that  domi- 
nate the  man,  for  he  started  out  with  few  advantages 
and  no  capital,  but  his  determination  and  energy  stood 
him  in  excellent  stead  in  their  place,  with  the  result  that 
he  is  today  independent. 

Born  in  Berry  county,  Missouri,  on  March  20,  1862, 
William  L.  Meaders  is  a  son  of  Eleck  A.  and  Mary 
(Weathers)  Meaders,  natives  of  Kentucky  and  of  In- 
diana, respectively.  Both  became  identified  with  the  life 
of  Missouri  at  an  early  period  in  their  existence,  and  did 
not  remove  to  Texas'  until  the  autumn  of  1S77,  when 
they  settled  at  Breckenridge,  in  Stephens  county,  there 
taking  up  farming  and  stock  raising,  in  which  enter- 
prise they  continued  until  the  end  of  their  lives.  The 
father  died  in  November,  1901,  aged  seventy-three,  and 
the  mother  passed  away  in  June,  1907,  aged  seventy. 
The  father  was  active  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  participant 
with  a  Missouri  Eegiment,  seeing  four  years  of  con- 
tinued service  in  the  Southern  Division  of  the  Confed- 
erate army.  The  mother  was  educated  in  private  schools 
in  Missouri,  and  she  met  and  married  her  husband  in 
Missouri.  Four  children  were  born  to  them,  as  follows: 
.T.  B.  Meaders,  engaged  with  his  brother  William  L.  in 
business  in  Olney;  William  L.,  of  this  review;  Mrs. 
Edna  Pyles,  living  in  Frederick,  Oklahoma;  John  A. 
Meaders,  living  at  Breckenridge. 

William  L.  Meaders  attended  the  country  schools  of 
Berry  county  as  a  boy,  and  when  he  left  school  he  in- 
terested himself  in  stock  raising  and  farming.  Coming 
to  Texas  in  1877.  he  devoted  himself  to  the  business  on 
a  large  scale,  continuing  in  Stephens,  county  in  that 
business  from  January,  187S,  to  August,  1907,  in  the 
latter  year  removing  to  Young  county  and  settling  at 
Olney,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  business. 
When  Mr.  Meaders  ,ioined  his  brother  in  the  establish- 
ment of  their  present  hardware  business  in  01ne,y,  he  did 
so  on  a  small  scale,  the  business  being  by  no  means  an 


extensive  one,  but  one  that  was  well  established  and 
which  grew  in  strength  and  scope  with  each  succeeding 
season.  An  immense  stock  of  goods  and  largely  in- 
creased show  rooms  mark  the  difference  between  the 
present  concern  and  that  which  they  brought  into  life 
six  years  ago,  and  the  business  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  hardware,  wagon  and  implement  houses  in 
this  section  of  the  state  today. 

Mr.  Meaders,  while  a  resident  of  Stephens  county,  was 
for  five  years  county  commissioner  of  that  county,  serv- 
ing on  the  Democratic  ticket,  which  party  he  has  long 
been  a  stanch  adherent  of.  He  is  a  citizen  of  many  ex- 
cellent qualities,  and  has  a  deal  of  civic  pride  and  a  pro- 
gressive spirit  that  make  him  a  desirable  addition  to  any 
community.  Fraternally,  he  has  membership  in  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  a  charter  member 
of  the  Stephens  county  lodge,  in  which  he  has  passed  all 
chairs.     He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

On  December  20,  1888,  Mr.  Meaders  was  married  to 
Miss  Annie  Veale,  of  Breckenridge,  the  daughter  of  Car- 
roll and  Amanda  (Arel)  Veale,  the  mother  being  still 
alive  and  a  resident  of  Hill  county,  Texas.  Seven  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meaders:  Charles 
Meaders,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  1889  in  Stephens  county. 
He  married  Mary  Mateson  on  November  27th  and  re- 
sides in  Young  county.  Leona  Meaders  is  deceased. 
James,  living  at  home,  was  born  in  1894.  Irene,  born 
in  1898,  is  attending  high  school.  Willie,  Mary  and 
Eleck,  the  three  youngest,  were  born  in  1900,  1902  and 
1904,  respectively. 

The  Meaders  family  is  one  that  en.ioys  a  leading 
place  in  the  best  social  activities  of  Olney,  where  they 
are  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  for  their  many  ex- 
cellent qualities,  and  where  they  display  a  proper  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  community  as  a  whole. 

William  W.  Coffman.  Among  the  younger  business 
men  of  Goree,  Texas,  William  W.  Coffman  has  been  very 
successful.  As  vice  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  he  occupies  a  position  of  importance  in  the  finan- 
cial world  and  has  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the 
older  business  men  of  the  town.  Mr.  Coffman  is  a  na- 
tive of  the  state  of  Texas  and  consequently  is  never 
sparing  in  his  efforts  to  improve  conditions  and  build  up 
that  section  of  the  state  in  which  he  makes  his  home. 

William  W.  Coffman  was  born  in  Young  county,  Texas, 
on  the  4th  of  August,  1877,  the  son  of  Albert  W.  Coff- 
man. The  latter  was  born  in  Arkansas,  but  came  to 
Texas  as  a  boy  and  has  lived  in  Texas  all  his  life  since 
that  time.  He  now  resides  in  Knox  county,  where  he 
follows  farming  for  a  livelihood.  He  married  Miss 
Maggie  Thomas  after  coming  to  Texas.  Mrs.  Coffman 
is  a  native  of  Tennessee  and  she  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  church. 

Of  the  five  children  of  his  parents,  William  W.  Coff- 
man was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  He  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Texas,  receiving  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  state.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  having 
completed  the  high  school  work,  he  went  to  work.  At 
first  he  remained  on  the  farm  with  his  father  and  then 
he  left  home  and  went  to  farming  on  his  own  account. 
He  followed  this  occupation  for  ten  years  and  made  a 
success  of  it,  for  he  accumulated  enough  money  to  assist 
in  the  organization  of  the  bank  of  which  he  is  now  one 
of  the  officials.  He  has  been  vice  president  and  active 
head  of  the  First  National  Bank  ever  since  its  estab- 
lishment. 

Both  Mr.  Coffman  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party  in  his  political  affiliations  and  has  been  active 
in  behalf  of  his  party.  His  interest  in  educational 
affairs  led  to  his  election  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board,  upon  which  he  served  for  some  time.  In  the 
fraternal  world  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted   Masons  and  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 
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He  is  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club  and  was  presi- 
dent of  this  organization  at  one  time. 

Mr.  Coifman  was  married  in  Young  county,  Texas,  on 
the  25th  oi"  November,  1898,  to  Miss  Tessie  Stone,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  P.  Stone,  of  Young  county. 
They  have  become  the  parents  of  six  children,  three  boys 
and  three  girls,  as  follovrs:  Floyd,  William,  Lois,  Neva. 
Josie  and  Walter. 

A.  F.  McLaughlin.  For  ten  years  prior  to  the  advent 
of  A.  F.  McLaughlin  into  Archer  City,  where  he  estab- 
lished one  of  the  finest  dry  goods  stores  here,  he  was 
located  at  Bartlett,  in  Williamson  county,  Texas,  where 
for  ten  years  he  conducted  successfully  a  grocery  busi- 
ness. He  first  came  here  in  1910,  and  though  the  time  of 
his  residence  here  has  been  brief,  he  has  made  a  most 
excellent  start  in  his  business  and  bids  fair  to  re.ilizc 
even  greater  success  from  his  venture  into  business  in 
this  community. 

Born  in  South  Carolina,  in  Darlington  county,  in 
June,  1858,  A.  F.  McLaughlin  is  the  son  of  Archibald 
and  Frances  Susan  (Ewing)  McLaughlin,  both  natives 
of  South  Carolina,  where  they  passed  their  lives.  The 
father  was  a  planter  and  a  school  teacher  in  his  younger 
days,  and  when  he  died  in  February,  1871,  he  was  sixty 
years  of  age,  his  natal  day  having  been  August  1,  1811. 
The  mother  received  her  education  in  her  native  state, 
and  there  married  Archibald  McLaughlin.  She  died  on 
June  8,  1858,  aged  eighteen  years,  leaving  an  infant 
son,  A.  F.  McLaughlin,  of  this  review. 

In  his  boyhood  days  Mr.  McLaughlin  attended  the 
schools  of  the  district  wherein  he  was  reared  in  South 
Carolina,  and  when  he  came  to  an  age  where  he  felt 
some  responsibility,  he  identified  himself  with  the  busi- 
ness of  agriculture,  with  which  he  had  gained  no  slight 
acquaintance  at  home.  He  first  saw  Texas  on  November 
16,  1875,  and  loea^ted  at  Georgetown,  in  Williamson 
county,  there  remaining  engaged  in  farming  activities 
for  twenty-six  years.  He  moved  to  Bartlett,  in  William- 
son county  then,  and  for  ten  years  thereafter  was  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  in  that  place,  where  he 
prospered  and  gained  sufficient  insight  into  business 
methods  that  he  felt  emboldened  to  launch  out  into  the 
dry  goods  business.  He  chose  as  a  suitaljle  location 
Archer  City,  and,  coming  here  in  1910,  he  opened  up 
one  of  the  finest  general  dry  goods  stores  that  the 
city  has  ever  known.  He  has  prospered  in  this  last 
venture  and  has  a  reputation  for  business  veracity  and 
acumen  that  is  alike  the  envy  and  the  pride  of  the  com- 
munity. 

A  Democrat  in  his  political  faith,  Mr.  McLaughlin 
had  given  stanch  adherence  to  the  party  all  his  days,  and 
such  service  as  he  has  been  able  to  render  has  been  done 
cheerfully.  He  takes  a  genuine  interest  in  the  educa- 
tional affairs  of  the  town  and  county  that  cannot  fail 
to  bear  good  fruit.  He  has  made  his  own  way  in  busi- 
ness, unaided  by  any  outside  forces  or  influences  what- 
soever, and  a  generous  measure  of  credit  for  his  ac- 
complishments should  be  and  is  accorded  to  him. 

On  October  21,  1886,  Mr.  McLaughlin  was  married  to 
Miss  Florence  Simpson,  a  daughter  of  Neeham  and 
Amanda  Simpson,  an  early  pioneer  family  of  the  state, 
who  migrated  hence  from  Tennessee  and  located  in  Wil- 
liamson county.  Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McLaughlin.  The  eldest,  Mrs.  Mamie  Winn, 
born  August  31,  1887,  is  a  resident  of  Bartlett,  Wil- 
liamson county,  Texas.  Flora,  attending  the  Normal 
School  at  Commerce,  Texas,  and  Floyd,  a  graduate  of 
Southwestern  University,  are  twins.  They  make  their 
home  with  the  family,  the  son  being  in  business  with  his 
father.  Jeff  McLaughlin  was  born  in  Williamson  county 
in  1S92  and  was  graduated  from  Poughkeepsie  College,  at 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  in  191.3.  Grace  M.,  born  in 
June,  1895;  John  Archie,  born  in  Williamson  county  in 
October,  1896,  graduated  from  the  Bartlett  High  School 
with  the  class  of  1913.     WiUiam  Peltus,  born  in  Novem- 


ber, 1897,  is  at  school.  Homer  Charles,  born  December  S, 
1899,  is  also  attending  high  school.  Ermond  Simpson, 
born  in  1900  in  Williamson  county,  is  in  the  grade  schools 
of  Archer  City,  as  is  also  Maurice  Twing,  the  youngest 
of  the  ten,  born  in  1901  at  the  family  home  in  William- 
son county. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  is  prominent  and  popular  with  the 
general  public  and  has  membership  in  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  Archer  City,  though  he  main- 
tains no  other  fraternal  relations.  He  comes  out  stanchly 
in  his  allegiance  to  the  Lone  Star  state,  calling  it  the 
finest  state  in  the  Union,  and  unhesitatingly  states  that 
he  can  produce  the  evidence  to  back  his  statement,  should 
there  be  those  who  question  his  judgment. 

Thomas  William  McGraw.  Beginning  in  the  cotton 
field  as  a  picker,  Thomas  William  McGraw,  of  Munday, 
Texas,  has  reached  the  place  where  he  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  substantial  and  influential  business  men  of  the 
town,  and  he  is  only  a  young  man  now.  This  rise  has 
been  due,  not  to  the  interest  and  influence  of  friends 
exerted  in  his  behalf,  but  to  his  own  determination  to 
succeed  and  to  hard  work.  He  is  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Knox  County  Elevator  Company,  a  con- 
cern which  is  doing  a  thriving  business  and  which  is  of 
considerable  importance  in  the  commercial  life  of  the 
town. 

Thomas  William  McGraw  was  born  in  Hunt  county, 
Texas,  on  the  10th  day  of  July,  1876.  His  father,  John 
McGraw,  was  born  in  Ireland.  He  came  to  Texas  in 
1870  and  has  lived  in  this  state  ever  since.  He  now 
resides  in  Collin  county,  and  ever  since  coming  to  the 
state  has  been  engaged  in  farming.  After  coming  to 
Texas  he  met  and  married  Miss  Mary  Easter  Eice.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGraw  are  communicants  of  the  Eoman 
Catholic  Church.  There  were  eleven  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGraw,  of  whom  Thomas  W.  McGraw 
is  the  next  to  the  eldest.  His  older  brother,  John  P. 
McGraw,  is  associated  with  him  in  the  business  and  is 
treasurer  of  the  company. 

Thomas  W.  McGraw  was  sent  to  the  public  schools  of 
his  home  county  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to  go  to 
school.  He  remained  at  home,  attending  school  and 
aiding  his  father  with  the  w'ork  of  the  farm  until  he  was 
nineteen  years  of  age.  He  then  started  out  for  himself 
and  his  first  position  was  picking  cotton.  For  about  two 
years  he  was  engaged  in  general  farming,  picking  cotton 
when  there  was  nothing  better  to  do.  He  then  began 
to  farm  for  himself  and  for  about  five  v-ears  was  thus 
engaged.  He  never  cared  for  the  agricultural  life,  and 
when  an  opportunity  came  to  him  to  go  to  work  in  a 
store  in  Munday  he  accepted  it  gladly.  He  worked  in 
this  store  for  about  three  years  and  the  Knox  County 
Elevator  Company  was  organized  and  Mr.  McGraw  was 
made  president  and  general  manager.  The  success  of 
this  company  has  been  largely  due  to  his  wise  manage- 
ment and  to  the  energy  which  has  been  tireless  in  the 
interests  of  the  company.  It  handles  grain,  feed,  ice 
and  coal,  and  does  an  extensive  wholesale  and  retail 
business.  The  company  also  handles  cattle,  feeding  and 
shipping  many  head  per  year. 

Mr.  McGraw  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  but 
takes  no  interest  in  polities  other  than  to  cast  his  vote 
for  the  man  whom  he  considers  best  fitted  to  hold  office. 
He  was  reared  in  the  Eoman  Catholic  Church,  but  is  a 
believer  in  other  denominations  and  gives  his  support 
impartially  to  all.  In  fraternal  affairs  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  McGraw  married  Miss  Agnes  Lou  Nesbitt  at  Wyle, 
Texas,  on  the  7th  of  November,  1899,  Mrs.  McGraw 
being  a  daughtef  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Nesbitt,  of 
Wyle,  Texas,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  JIcGraw  have  had  six  chil- 
dren born  to  them,  namely:  Hattie  Mary,  John  George, 
Lou  Ethel,  Thomas  Garnett,  Eoy  Paul  and  Minnie  Eose. 

Columbus  S.  Whiteside.  The  present  mayor  of  Sey- 
mour,   Texas,   Columbus   S.   Whiteside,   combines   in   his 
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person  the  practical  qualities  of  the  business  man  with 
the  qualities  that  make  a  man  a  social  favorite.  Mr. 
\Vlutesiile,  although  not  a  native  of  the  state  of  Texas, 
is  as  enthusiastic  over  her  future  and  ambitious  for  the 
welfare  of  the  state  and  her  people  as  any  native  Texan. 
A  keen  business  man,  a  natural  executive,  with  an  honest 
and  fearless  character,  his  success  and  popularity  may  be 
easily  explained. 

Columbus  S.  Whiteside  was  born  in  White  Plains, 
Alabama,  on  the  16th  of  November,  1861.  He  grew  up  it 
bis  native  town  and  attended  the  public  schools.  When 
he  was  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  left  Alabama 
and  came  to  Texas.  Locating  in  Baylor  county,  he  first 
took  up  farming.  After  several  years  in  this  occupa- 
tion he  came  to  Seymour  and  started  a  dry  goods  store. 
After  conducting  this  more  or  less  successfully  for  eight 
or  ten  years,  Mr.  Whiteside  concluded  to  take  up  out- 
door life  again.  He  consequently  went  to  El  Paso 
county,  Texas,  and  went  into  the  ranching  business. 
After  a  few  years  of  this  life  he  returned  to  Seymour 
and  bought  out  the  proprietor  of  his  present  business. 
This  was  in  the  fall  of  1912  and  he  has  already  increased 
the  business.  He  handles  feed  and  fuel  and  does  an 
extensive  retail  business. 

Mr.  Whiteside  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  has  always  been  active  in  politics.  He  was  elected 
mayor  of  Seymour  during  his  first  period  of  residence 
here,  being  the  second  mayor  of  the  city.  Upon  his 
return  to  his  old  home  the  citizens  lost  no  time  in 
again  electing  him  to  the  oflSce,  and  he  is  now  serving 
his  second  term.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board  for  several  years.  In  religious  matters  Mr.  White- 
side is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  says  that 
in  his  opinion  Texas  has  more  opportunities  and  resources 
than  any  other  state,  and  that  she  is  always  ready  with 
a  welcome  to  any  honest  man  who  wishes  to  make  a 
home. 

Mr.  Whiteside  was  married  in  White  Plains,  Alabama, 
on  the  23d  of  December,  1881,  to  Miss  Carrie  Borden,  a 
daughter  of  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Borden,  of  that 
place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whiteside  have  nine  children,  as 
follows:  Hoyt;  Thomas;  Lizzie,  who  married  George 
Shupee  and  lives  in  San  Antonio ;  Guy  and  Eoy,  who  are 
twins;  Whit,  Carrie,  Nevada  and  Hobson. 

Egbert  B.  Netland.  The  senior  member  of  the  rep- 
resentative law  firm  of  Neyland  &  Neyland,  in  which  his 
coadjutor  is  his  younger  brother.  Mayo  Neyland,  is 
known  as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  bar  of  Hunt 
county  and  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  the  City  of  Greenville,  the  judicial  center  of  the 
county  and  one  of  the  most  thriving  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial centers  of  northern  Texas.  Mr.  Neyland  is  a 
native  of  the  Lone  Star  state  and  a  scion  of  one  of  its 
well-known  and  highly  honored  pioneer  families,  and 
in  character  and  achievement  he  has  given  further  pres- 
tige to  the  name  which  he  bears.  He  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Greenville 
for  thirty  years  and  has  witnessed  and  assisted  in  the 
development  of  the  place  from  the  status  of  a  mere  vil- 
lage into  a  prosperous  and  progressive  city  of  many 
advantages  and  attractions.  From  the  statements  al- 
ready made,  it  becomes  patent  that  there  is  all  of  con- 
sistency in  according  special  recognition  to  Mr.  Ney- 
land in  this  history  of  the  state  which  has  ever  been  his 
home  and  in  which  he  has  found  ample  opportunity  for 
worthy  achievement. 

Mr.  Neyland  was  born  at  Woodville,  Tyler  county, 
Texas,  on  the  25th  of  October,  18.59,  and  "is  a  son  of 
Lieut.-Col.  Eobert  E.  and  Emily  (Wells)  Neyland,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  near  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia,  in  1832,  and  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  a  daughter  of  James 
M.  Wells,  who  was  graduated  in  the  United  States 
Military  Academy,  at  West  Point,  and  who  thereafter 
served  as  an  army  officer  in  Texas  and  other  parts  of 
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the  Southwest.  He  was  territorial  judge  of  New  Mexico 
at  the  time  of  the  inception  of  the  Civil  war  and  re- 
signed this  office  to  tender  his  services  in  defense  of  the 
cause  of  the  Confederacy,  but  his  death  occurred  before 
the  great  conflict  had  passed  its  incipient  stage.  Mrs. 
Emily  (Wells)  Neyland  was,  in  the  maternal  line,  a 
granddaughter  of  John  Forbes,  who  was  a  distinguished 
Texas  pioneer  and  who  served  as  an  oflicer  in  the  army 
of  General  Houston,  under  whom  he  participated  in  the 
battle  of  San  Jacinto,  as  well  as  other  engagements. 

Col.  Eobert  E.  Neyland  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Texas  and  was  a  scion  of  the  stanchest  of  Southern 
stock,  his  father,  Dr.  Williams  Neyland,  having  been 
born  in  Mississippi  and  having  become  a  successful 
planter  in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  where  he  maintained 
his  home  until  1840,  when  he  removed  with  his  family 
to  the  Eepublie  of  Texas,  of  which  Gen.  Sam  Houston 
was  then  president.  He  became  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Jasper  county  and  there  passed  the  residue  of 
his  life,  his  attention  having  here  been  given  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  stock-growing.  Col.  Eobert  E. 
Neyland  was  a  lad  of  about  eight  years  at  the  time  of 
the  family  removal  to  Texas  and  his  early  experiences 
were  gained  under  the  conditions  and  influences  of  the 
pioneer  epoch  in  the  history  of  this  state.  He  became 
a  successful  lawyer  in  Tyler  county  and  was  one  of  the 
honored  and  influential  citizens  of  that  section  of  the 
state.  He  went  forth  as  a  valiant  soldier  and  officer  in 
the  Confederate  service  when  the  Civil  war  was  pre- 
cipitated upon  the  nation,  and  he  served  as  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  a  Texas  regiment  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1862,  at  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  where  his 
regiment  was  then  stationed,  and  his  mortal  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  with  full  military  honors  at  Shelby- 
viUe,  Texas.  His  brother.  Col.  William  M.  Neyland,  was 
lieutenant-colonel  of  another  regiment  in  the  same 
brigade,  and  another  brother,  the  late  Dr.  A.  Carroll 
Neyland,  served  in  the  army  of  Gen.  Eobert  E.  Lee  in 
northern  Virginia;  after  the  war  he  went  to  the  island 
of  Jamaica,  became  a  British  subject  and  attained  to 
precedence  as  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  influential 
citizens  of  Jamaica,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
his  death  in  1906. 

After  the  death  of  her  honored  husband,  Mrs.  Emily 
(Wells)  Neyland  removed  with  her  family  to  Jasper 
county,  where  she  lived  until  1870.  She  lived  at  Gal- 
veston and  Houston  from  1870  to  1873,  went  thence 
to  Washington,  District  of  Columbia;  there  she  resided 
until^  1891,  since  which  time  she  has  lived  at  Greenfield. 
She  is  one  of  the  noble  pioneer  women  of  the  state  and 
one  who  is  loved  by  all  who  came  within  the  .sphere  of 
her  gracious  influence. 

Eobert  E.  Neyland,  whose  name  initiates  this  review, 
received  his  rudimentary  education  in  the  primitive 
pioneer  schools  of  Jasper  county,  having  been  a  lad 
of  three  years  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  family 
to  the  latter  county.  In  1872  he  was  sent  to  Kingston, 
Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  where  he  entered  the 
Kingston  Collegiate  Institute,  in  which  institution  he 
continued  his  studies  until  he  had  completed  the  four 
years'  curriculum,  his  expenses  during  this  time  havintr 
been  defrayed  through  the  generosity  of  his  uncle,  Dr! 
A.  Carroll  Neyland,  of  whom  mention  is  made  in  a'  pre- 
ceding paragraph,  and  whose  wish  it  was  that  the 
nephew  attend  a  school  on  English  territory,  owing  to 
his  own  allegiance  to  the  British  crown. 

After  his  return  to  his  native  state,  Mr.  Nevland,  now 
well  fortified  in  academic  lines,  began  reading'  law  under 
the  effective  preceptorship  of  his  kinsman,  Judge  Pey- 
ton F.  Edwards,  a  leading  member  of  the  bar  of  Na- 
cogdoches, the  capital  of  the  countv  of  the  same  name. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1880,  shortlv  after  attain- 
ing to  his  legal  majority,  but.  desirous  "of  fortifving 
himself  still  further,  he  devoted  about  two  years  to 
further  study,  under  the  preceptorship  of  Judge  Thomas 
J.   Brown,   of  Sherman,   who  later  served  with   distinc- 
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tion  on  the  bench  of  the  Supr 
is  now  its  chief  justice. 

In  1882  Mr.  Neyland  established  his  permanent  home 
at  Greenville,  where  he  has  since  continued  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession  and  where  he  has  long  been 
known  as  one  of  the  strong,  successful  and  essentially 
representative  members  of  the  bar  of  Hunt  couuty.  He 
has  been  concerned  in  much  of  the  important  litigation 
in  the  courts  in  this  section  of  the  state  and  has  presented 
numerous  causes  in  the  Texas  supreme  court  and  in  the 
federal  courts  of  the  state.  His  brother  Mayo  has  been 
associated  with  him  in  practice  since  1891,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Neyland  &  Neyland,  and  they  control  a 
large  and  substantial  law  business  of  general  order. 

In  polities  Mr.  Neyland  accords  unwavering  allegiance 
to  the  Democratic  party  and,  while  he  has  considered  his 
profession  well  worthy  of  his  undivided  attention  and 
has  thus  had  no  predilection  for  political  office,  he  has 
given  yeoman  service  in  behalf  of  the  party  cause.  He 
is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  zealous  communicants  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  they  are  leading  members  of 
the  parish  of  the  church  in  their  home  city. 

The  year  1889  marked  the  solemnization  of  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Neyland  to  Miss  Pauline  Lewis,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Harrison  county,  this  state,  and  who 
is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Howell  Lewis,  a  representa- 
tive pioneer  of  that  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neyland  have 
two  sons  and  one  daughter,  Eobert  R.,  Jr.,  Carroll,  and 
Mayo  W.,  Jr.,  the  latter  two  remaining  at  the  paternal 
honie  and  the  elder  son,  Robert  E.,  Jr.,  being  a  cadet  in 
the  United  States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  in 
which  he  is  a  member  of  the  class  of  1916.  In  the  com- 
petitive examination  for  appointment  to  West  Point  he 
was  the  only  one  of  the  fourteen  applicants  who  passed 
the  required  examination. 

Shiloh  Gorman.  Among  the  influential  and  prosper- 
ous business  men  of  Seymour,  Texas,  Shiloh  Gorman 
holds  a  leading  place.  A  man  of  long  experience  in  the 
business  world,  of  fine  executive  qualities,  and  a  man  who 
is  popular  both  socially  and  among  his  business  associ- 
ates. Mr.  Gorman  is  quite  naturally  a  leader.  He  is  one 
of  the  officials  and  is  general  manager  of  one  of  the 
largest  industrial  enterprises  in  Seymour,  and  it  is 
largely  owing  to  his  energy  and  ability  that  this  con- 
cern is  the  highly  successful  institution  which  it  has 
become. 

Shiloh  Gorman  was  born  in  fpshur  county,  Texas,  on 
the  27th  of  July,  1866.  He  is  a  son  of  Charles  B.  Gor- 
man, who  was  born  in  Georgia,  but  came  to  Texas  with 
his  parents  when  he  was  a  boy.  Charles  B.  Gorman 
took  up  farming  as  a  young  man  and  has  follower!  this 
occupation  all  of  his  life.  He  enlisted  in  the  Confed- 
erate army  with  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  and 
served  through  the  long  four  years  in  one  of  the  Texas 
regiments.  He  was  in  many  of  the  important  engage- 
ments of  the  war  and  was  wounded,  now  having  a 
crippled  hand  as  the  result  of  this  wound.  Mr.  Gorman 
has  always  been  active  politically,  being  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  party.  In  religious  matters  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptis"t  church.  He  married  Miss  Fannie 
Jones,  who  was  born  in  Texas.  Mr.  Gorman  is  now 
living  in  Wood  county,  but  his  wife  died  in  1904,  at 
the  age  of  sixty,  and  is  buried  in  Winnsboro,  Texas. 

Of  the  seven  children  who  were  born  to  Charles  B. 
Gorman  and  his  wife,  Shiloh  Gorman,  was  the  fourth  in 
order  of  birth.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Texas,  and,  after  completing  his  work 
in  the  public  schools,  he  worked  on  the  farm  until  he 
was  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  Bowling 
Green,  Kentucky,  where  he  took  a  commercial  course  in 
a  business  college.  Upon  completing  this  course  he 
returned  to  Texas  and  for  three  years  followed  railroad- 
ing. He  then  came  to  the  western  part  of  the  state, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  ranching.     He  made 


a  success,  but  decided  that  he  preferred  a  different  kind 
of  work.  Therefore  he  came  to  Seymour  and  took  charge 
of  the  Mayfield  Lumber  Company  's  lumber  yard.  After 
eighteen  months  of  this  work  he  opened  a  dry  good.! 
store,  which  he  conducted  very  successfully  for  about  six 
years.  He  then  went  into  the  furniture  business,  but 
only  continued  in  this  line  for  six  months  or  so.  His 
next  move  was  to  go  into  business  with  the  West  Texas 
Supply  Company,  and  he  was  in  this  concern  for  several 
years.  After  selling  his  interest  in  this  business  he  de- 
termined to  go  to  ranching  again,  and  for  four  years 
managed  a  ranch  near  Seymour.  At  the  end  of  this 
year  three  seasons  found  him  working  in  the 
cotton  business  and  then  he  opened  a  drug  store 
in  Seymour.  Two  years  later  the  co.mpany  ic 
which  Mr.  Gorman  is  interested  at  p'esent  was 
formed,  and  Mr.  Gorman  was  elected  secretary 
and  treasurer,  as  well  as  being  made  general  manager. 
This  company  purchased  the  Seymour  Mill,  Elevator  and 
Light  Company's  plant  and  is  now  known  by  this  name. 
It  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  institutions 
in  town,  bringing  into  Seymour  a  large  volume  of  busi- 
ness. The  company  operates  extensively  throughout  the 
state,  doing  both  a  wholesale  and  retail  business.  They 
do  a  grain  and  milling  business  and  also  operate  the 
electric  light  plant  in  Seymour.  Mr.  Gorman  has  not 
spared  himself  in  the  effort  to  place  this  concern  on  a 
substantial  foundation  and  make  it  a  paying  proposi- 
tion, and  his  success  has  been  most  marked.  The  varied 
experience  which  he  has  had  in  the  business  world  has 
given  him  a  clear  insight  into  business  methods,  and  his 
knowledge  of  men  and  affairs  makes  him  an  influential 
figure  in  business  circles. 

In  political  matters  Mr,  Gorman  is  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  party,  but  he  is  content  to  cast  his  vote  at 
the  polls  and  let  others  manipulate  the  party 's  affairs. 
He  is  a  member  of  no  church,  but  is  strongly  inclined 
toward  the  Baptist  faith.  In  the  fraternal  world  Mr. 
Gorman  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  of 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  He  is  a  lover  of  the  out- 
door sports  and  in  particular  of  baseball,  having  been  a 
player  himself  at  one  time, 

Mr,  Gorman  was  married  in  Seymour,  Texas,  on  the 
17th  of  February,  1902,  to  Miss  Fannie  McKeeban,  a 
daughter  of  Mr,  and  Mrs,  E.  E.  McKeehan  of  Bf.ylor 
county,  Texas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gorman  have  become  the 
parents  of  thr^e  children,  two  boys  and  a  girl,  namely, 
Wallace,  Hazel  and  Shiloh,  Jr. 

Dr.  Jefferson  Davis  Eatliff.  As  a  successful 
physician,  Dr.  Jefferson  Davis  Eatliff  is  well  known  in 
Seymour,  Texas,  and  the  surrounding  country.  From  his 
boyhood  he  was  filled  with  the  desire  to  study  medicine 
and  his  medical  training  was  purchased  at  the  expense  of 
much  self-sacrifice.  The  quiet  determination  to  succeed, 
and  the  fighting  qualities  which  Dr.  Eatliff  showed 
during  his  struggle  for  an  education  are  again  in  evi- 
dence when  he  has  a  dangerously  ill  patient.  He  never 
gives  a  ease  up  as  hopeless  until  every  expedient  has 
been  tried.  Dr.  Eatliff  has  been  in  practice  in  Seymour 
for  only  a  few  years,  but  he  has  built  up  a  fine  practice 
and  has  won  many  friends. 

Dr.  Eatliff  was  born  in  Paris,  Texas,  on  the  25th  of 
September,  1861,  the  son  of  Eobert  Eatliff,  The  latter, 
who  was  born  in  Alabama,  came  to  Texas  in  18,36,  where 
he  became  a  farmer,  and  as  a  farmer  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  died  in  1885  at  the  age  of 
seventv-two.  He  married  Miss  Pamela  Craft,  who  was 
a  native  of  Kentucky,  Mrs.  Eatliff  came  to  Texas  in 
1844  and  they  were  married  in  the  latter  state.  She  is 
now  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Paris.  Texas,  being 
seventy-eight  years  of  age.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church,  as  was  her  husband.  Eleven  children 
were  born  to  Eobert  Eatliff  and  his  wife,  of  whom  the 
Doctor  was  the  second  child  and  the  oldest  son. 

Dr.  Eatliff 's  elementary  education  was  obtained  in  the 
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public  schools  of  Texas,  and,  after  completing  the  course 
of  instruction  provided  by  the  state,  he  went  to  work 
on  the  farm  with  the  intention  of  going  to  college  later. 
He  carefully  saved  his  earnings  and  was  at  last  enabled 
to  matriculate  at  the  Aiken  Institute,  at  Paris,  Texas. 
After  leaving  college  he  taught  school  for  four  years 
and  then,  taking  the  money  thus  earned,  he  entered  the 
Louisville  Medical  College,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

At  the  end  of  his  course  in  the  above  institution  he 
received  a  certificate  which  enabled  him  to  practice,  and 
he  practiced  for  several  years.  He  then  entered  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, and  was  graduated  from  this  institution  with  the 
class  of  1901.  After  being  made  a  full-fledged  physi- 
cian, he  returned  to  Texas  and  began  to  practice  at 
Klondike.  Several  years  were  spent  in  this  place  and 
then,  in  1908,  he  came  to  Seymour,  where  he  has  been 
engaged  in  practice  ever  since.  He  is  one  of  the  pros- 
perous men  of  this  city  and  has  attained  his  professional 
success  entirely  through  his  own  merits  as  a  physician, 
not  through  the  influence  of  others. 

Dr.  Eatliff  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  but 
takes  no  active  share  in  politics.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Christian  church.  In  fraternal 
affairs  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  as  well  as  of 
the  Ladies '  branch  of  the  Woodmen 's  Circle.  Dr.  Eat- 
liff owns  his  own  motor  car  and  automobiling  is  one  of 
his  chief  diversions. 

At  Paris,  Texas,  in  1888,  on  the  29th  of  January,  Dr. 
Eatliff'  was  married  to  Miss  Bettie  Stephenson,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  A.  Stephenson,  of  Paris.  Fonr 
children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  have  been  born 
to  Dr.  Eatliff  and  his  wife.  Eoy,  the  eldest,  resides  at 
Burleson,  Texas,  where  he  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Mis- 
souri, Kansas  &  Texas  Eailroad  Company.  Lavada  is 
a  teacher  and  a  student.  Eobert  T.  and  Add  G.  are  both 
at  home. 

Ataxacio  Vidaurri.  Along  the  southern  border  of 
Texas  there  are  descendants  of  old  Spanish  settlers  who 
were  the  pioneers  in  the  development  of  the  resources  of 
that  section  of  the  country.  Atanacio  Vidaurri  was  born 
at  Laredo,  May  3,  1833,  and  died  in  that  city,  December 
24,  188.5.  He  was  a  son  of  Eafael  and  Lorenza  Gil  de 
Vidaurri.  His  father  was  robbed  and  killed  by  the 
Indians  while  on  his  way  to  Chihuahua,  Mexico,  in  1845. 
From  that  time  forward  Atanacio  was  compelled  not  only 
to  support  himself,  but  also  to  contribute  to  the  support 
of  his  mother  and  sisters.  Although  of  tender  age,  he 
assumed  the  responsibility,  and  with  an  energy  and 
ability  rarely  displayed  in  one  so  young,  he  bent  himself 
to  his  tapk.  becoming  in  time  an  influential  citizen.  On 
July  10,  1857,  he  married  Miss  Ygnacio,  daughter  of 
Juan  Francisco  and  Ynnr-ente  (Benavides)  de  Farias,  of 
the  Hacienda  de  Gn,i.hilii|i.,  Mr.xi.-,,.  The  wi.lnw,  with 
seven  of  her  chiMrrn.  -,iirxi\,'^.  I'lir-r  clnMicii  are 
Defina,  Estaban,  M;ii -,ii  rn.  At:iii:irin  I.,,  ,\I;iuuela, 
Nieves  and  Jose,  luiinrdinlcly  .-ift,'!-  lii^  iii.'in-iai;e,  Mr. 
Vidaurri  engaged  in  farming,  ranching,  cattle  raising, 
etc.,  in  Webb  county,  Texas,  At  the  beginning  of  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  and  was 
made  second  lieutenant  in  the  famous  company  of 
rangers  commanded  by  Captain  (afterward  Colonel) 
Benavides.  This  company  was  engaged  in  jirotecting  the 
border  along  the  Eio  Grande  against  incursions  of  Mexi- 
can banditti,  and  so  well  did  it  discharge  this  duty  that 
it  was  frequently  complimented  by  the  state  govern- 
ment of  Texas  and  the  Confederate  military  authorities. 
The  men  who  formed  this  command  were  noted  for  their 
bravery  and  their  unselfish  devotion  to  the  Southern 
cause,  and,  though  they  were  denied  the  opportunity  of 
winning  laurels  on  the  historic  battlefields  of  the  great 
internecine  conflict,  they  never  faltered  in  the  perform- 
ance of  the  work  assigned  to  them.  During  the  war  the 
business  interests  of  Mr.  Vidaurri  suffered  to  such  an 
extent  that  at  the  close  of  hostilities  he  was  compelled 


to  begm  anew  the  work  of  rebuilding  his  shattered  for- 
tunes. To  add  to  the  trouble  of  the  people  of  south- 
western Texas  during  the  years  immediately  following 
the  war,  the  Indians  were  constantly  committing  depre- 
dations, and  Mr.  Vidaurri  was  frequently  called  out  with 
his  neighbors  to  suppress  these  uprisings.  In  one  of  the 
fights  with  the  Indians  in  18(36  he  was  wounded.  Amid 
all  these  difficulties  he  never  lost  courage,  but  applied 
himself  to  his  work  with  renewed  energy,  and  in  a  few 
years  accumulated  a  comfortable  fortune  to  leave  to  his 
family,  to  which  he  was  always  devoted.  In  politics 
Mr.  Vidaurri  was  an  uncompromising  Democrat.  He 
served  several  terms  in  the  Laredo  city  council,  being 
elected  the  first  time  in  1872.  In  1877  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  the  city  and  filled  that  office  with  signal 
ability,  and  for  a  number  of  years  preceding  his  death 
he  was  one  of  the  county  commissioners  of  Webb  county 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church;  his  public 
and  private  life  were  exemplary  and  without  reproach; 
as  a  citizen  he  was  public  spirited  and  his  successful 
management  of  his  large  business  enterprises  bears  tes- 
timony to  his  great  executive  ability  and  good  judgment. 
Atanacio  L.  Vidaurri,  one  of  the  surviving  children,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Laredo.  He  was  educated  in  Spanish 
at  Monterey,  Mexico,  and  his  education  in  the  English 
branches  was  acquired  at  Galveston,  Texas,  Equipping 
himself  as  a  bookkeeper  and  expert  accountant,  he  has 
been  for  a  number  of  years  associated  with  the  Laredo 
banks  in  that  capacity— first  with  the  Milmo  National 
Bank,  and  later  with  the  Laredo  National  Bank,  Fra- 
ternally, he  is  a  member  of  Laredo  Lodge,  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  His  wife,  prior  to  her  marriage,  was  Miss. 
Aurelia  Elizondo,  of  Saltillo,  Mexico, 

Charles  H,  Eaguet.  Col.  Henry  Eaguet  was  born- 
February  11,  1796,  in  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania.  He- 
was  the  son  of  James  Michael  and  Ann  (Wynkoop) 
Eaguet.  The  mother,  who  was  a  native  of  Bucks  countj^ 
also,  was  born  in  1755  and  died  in  1815,  and  the  father 
was  a  native  son  of  Prance.  He  was  a  member  of  Na- 
poleon's staff,  and,  after  the  banishment  of  Napoleon 
to  St.  Helena,  he  started  to  America  with  his  two- 
brothers,  Paul  and  Claudius  Eaguet,  the  latter  of  whom 
was  drowned  during  the  voyage.  Paul  and  James  ar- 
rived in  1775  in  Virginia,  where  Paul  was  killed  bv  In- 
dians, and  James  Eaguet  later  settled  in  Bucks  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Henry  Eaguet,  the  son  of  James  M.,  was 
reared  in  Bucks  county,  and  when  a  young  man  he  re- 
ruoved  to  Ohio,  locating  first  in  Steubenville,  where  he- 
lived  for  a  year,  engaging  then  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Cincinnati.  In  1831,  after  selling  his  business  in- 
that  city,  Henry  -Eaguet  journeyed  by  steamboat  and. 
horseback  to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  at  which  place  he^ 
had  the  honor  of  making  the  acquaintance  of  Sam  Hous- 
ton, who  told  Eaguet  of  the  wonders  of  Coahuila  and 
Texas,  in  the  Eepublic  of  Mexico,  At  the  same  time, 
through  the  introduction  of  Houston,  he  met  Col,  John 
Durst,  and,  being  invited  and  urged  by  both.  Colonel 
Eaguet  traveled  with  them  from  New  Orleans  up  the 
Eed  Eiver  to  where  Nacogdoches  now  stands,  from 
which  point  the  three  went  on  horseback  to  Durst 's  home,, 
on  the  Angelina  Eiver,  in  Nacogdoches  countv,  where 
the  party  was  royally  entertained.  After  looking  over 
Texas  as  well  as  he  could  on  horseback  and  afoot,  Colonel 
Eaguet  decided  to  purchase  land  in  and  around  Nacog- 
doches, and  in  1832  removed  permanently  to  that  place 
with  his  wife,  who  was  Marcia  Ann  (Towers)  Raguet, 
and  the  following  children:  Anna,  Comie.  Henrv  W.. 
Augusta,  Mary  and  Charles  M.  Eaguet.  In  that'  year' 
1832,  he  embarked  in  the  general  merchandise  luis'iness 
at  Nacogdoches.  He  was  the  first  mori-hant  in  Texas 
to  sell  goods  by  the  American  yard  of  thirty-six  inches^ 
instead  of  the  Mexican  yard  of'  thirty-three  "inches.  He 
continued  successfully  in  this  business  until  he  was  suc- 
ceeded, in  or  about  1852,  by  his  sons,  C.  and  H.  W. 
Eaguet. 
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An  interesting  incident,  showing  the  friendship  tliat 
existed  between  Sam  Houston  and  the  Eaguet  family 
occurred  a  few  weeks  before  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto, 
by  which  Texas  won  her  independence.  Houston  was  a 
guest  at  Colonel  Eaguet 's  home,  in  Nacogdoches,  and 
while  sitting  with  his  back  toward  the  front  door  'of  the 
house  and  talking  with  Anna  Eaguet,  who  later  became 
Mrs.  Anna  Irion,  and  Colonel  Eaguet,  his  host,  he  was 
approached  from  behind  by  a  Mexican,  vrho  suddenly 
slipped  in  at  the  open  door  and  who,  with  upraised 
dagger,  attempted  to  assassinate  Houston,  but  he  was 
frustrated  in  the  attempt  by  Anna  Eaguet,  who  sprang 
at  the  Mexican  and  seized  the  knife,  thereby  saving  the 
life  of  the  famous  general.  Later,  and  a  few  days  prior 
to  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  on  April  21,  1836,  General 
Houston  came  through  Nacogdoches  again,  and  once 
more  was  a  guest  in  the  Eaguet  home.  On  this  visit 
he  remarked  to  Miss  Anna  Eaguet  that  if  he  had  her 
good  wishes  he  would  defeat  the  Mexicans  in  the  commg 
battle.  Upon  departing  the  next  morning.  Miss  Eaguet 
tied  upon  Houston  the  sash  she  had  made  for  him  the 
previous  evening  and  placed  his  sword  within  it.  He 
told  her  that  if  his  expected  battle  with  the  Mexicans 
was  successful,  he  would  return  the  sword  and  sash  to 
her  as  a  souvenir  in  acknowledgment  of  her  gooi  will 
and  wishes.  General  Houston  won  the  battle,  it  is  true, 
but  for  some  unknown  reason  the  sash  and  sword  went 
to  others.  . 

Bolls,  the  Cherokee  Indian  chief,  had  no  better  iriend 
in  Texas  than  Col.  Henry  Eaguet,  and  for  this  reason 
he  was  urged  to  by  General  Houston,  Colonel  Eusk  and 
other  prominent  Texans,  to  stay  at  home  and  control 
the  Indian  .situation.  It  was  on  this  account  only  that 
Colonel  Eaguet  did  not  participate  in  the  battle  of  San 
Jacinto.  ,  .       ^         i 

Colonel  Eaguet  was  not  a  secessionist  and  he  strongly 
opposed  that  policy,  but  it  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that 
the  first  secession  flag  to  be  blown  by  the  breeze  in 
Texas  was  raised  over  the  store  owned  by  C,  H.  W.  and 
C.  M.  Eaguet  in  Nacogdoches.  The  flag  was  made  the 
night  before  by  Mrs.  Henry  Eaguet  and  Miss  Mary 
Eaguet.  When  the  flag  was  hoisted  a  number  of  citizens 
protested  and  said  the  flag  must  come  down;  but  the 
three  brothers,  assisted  by  their  father,  though  he  was 
not  a  secessionist,  guarded  the  flag  for  two  days  and 
nights  with  double-barreled  shotguns. 

Col.  Henry  Eaguet  died  at  Marshall,  Texas,  December 
8  1877.  As  stated  in  the  foregoing,  he  had  been  suc- 
ceeded in  business  in  about  1852  by  his  sons,  C.  and 
H.  W.,  who  later  were  joined  by  their  younger  brother 
Charles  M.,  with  the  firm  name  of  C.  and  H.  W.  Eaguet 
&  Company.  .  ,     , 

These  three  brothers  all  rendered  distinguished  service 
to  the  Confederacy  during  the  CivO  war.  They  enlisted 
at  Nacogdoches  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  as  privates 
in  Gen.  Tom  Green's  brigade  and  took  part  m  the 
famous  expedition  to  New  Mex-ico  under  General  Sibley. 
Conde  Eaguet  was  elected  captain,  later  made  major, 
and  finally  rose  to  the  rank  of  colonel  of  cavalry;  Henry 
W  Eaguet  was  promoted  to  a  first  lieutenancy,  then  to 
captain,  and  then  major  of  infantry  and  cavalry  and 
was  noted  as  a  brave  and  dashing  soldier.  He  was  killed 
in  action  at  the  battle  of  Glorietta,  New  ilexico,  on 
March  28  1862.  Charles  M.  Eaguet  was  first  assigned 
as  a  private  in  Teel's  battery;  at  the  beginning  of  the 
New  Mexico  expedition  he  was  promoted  to  first  lieu- 
tenant and  commanded  Teel's  battery  during  every  en- 
gagement in  the  New  Mexico  campaign.  Later  he  was 
in  service  in  Louisiana  in  the  campaign  against  General 
Banks.  On  account  of  being  at  home  on  sick  leave,  re- 
sulting from  an  attack  of  measles,  he  did  not  participate 
n  the^  battle  of  Mansfield,  but  for  valuable  servies  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  of  the  First  Vir- 
ginia^Cavalry,  Lee's  army,  and  was  «" ^1"«,  ^f  J° /" 
this  assignment  when  the  surrender  took  place  at  Ap- 
pomattox Among  his  other  services  he  had  participated 
in  both  of  the  battles  of  Galveston. 


A  sad  misfortune  happened  to  the  family  in  1868, 
when,  on  December  8th  of  that  year.  Col.  Conde  Eaguet 
and  his  sister  Mary  were  drowned  in  the  Ohio  Eiver  in 
the  collision  of  two  steamboats,  the  America  and  the 
United  Stales,  at  Eay's  Landing,  about  two  miles  above 
Warsaw,  on  the  Indiana  side. 

Maj.  Henry  W.  Eaguet  was  the  first  fiscal  agent  of 
the  Eepublic  of  Texas,  serving  as  such  under  President 
Sam  Houston.  He  drove  alone  through  the  new  re- 
public and  collected  tax  money  in  an  open  wagon,  which 
he  handled  without  a  guard. 

After  the  war,  Maj.  Charles  M.  Eaguet  settled  in 
Nacogdoches  again,  and,  after  straightening  out  the 
estates  of  his  two  brothers,  he  engaged  in  the  drug  and 
general  mercantile  business,  which  he  conducted  until 
1872.  In  that  year  he  removed  to  Marshall  and  there 
formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  E.  J.  Fry  in  the  bank- 
ing business,  with  the  firm  name  of  Eaguet  &  Fry.  After 
being  engaged  in  this  business  successfully  for  eight 
years,  he  retired  from  the  firm,  disposing  of  his  interest 
in  the  business  to  Mr.  Fry.  Thereafter  he  engaged  in 
the  general  land  business,  which  he  continued  in  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  Novrmber 
11,  1903.  He  is  survived  by  Mrs.  Eaguet  and  their  son, 
Charles  H.  Eaguet.  Maj.  Charles  M.  Eaguet  was  born 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  September  22,  1832,  and  as  in  that 
year  the  family  came  to  Nacogdoches,  it  will  be  seen 
that  practically  his  entire  life  was  spent  in  Texas. 

Mrs.  Charles  M.  Eaguet  was,  prior  to  her  marriage. 
Miss  Isabel  Edwards;  she  was  born  in  Nacogdoches  and 
married  Major  Eaguet  on  April  21,  1870.  She  is  a 
daughter  of'  tlie  late  Hayden  H.  Edwards  and  grand- 
daughter of  Col.  Hayden  Edwards,  who  was  the  founder 
of  the  Edwards  Colony  in  the  Mexican  state  of  Coahuila 
and  Texas,  to  which  county  he  came  in  182.5.  This  is 
another  distinguished  fam"ily  of  Texas,  only  a  brief 
sketch  of  which  is  given  here,  as  an  account  of  the  Ed- 
wards Colony  is  given  in  the  general  historical  S'^ction 
of  this  work.  Col.  Hayden  Edwards  and  his  son,  Hayden 
Harrison  Edwards,  were  both  born  in  Virginia.  The 
former  married  Miss  Susan  Beall  of  Maryland,  while  the 
wife  of  the  latter  was  Miss  Sarah  M.  Forbes,  who  was 
born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Emily  (Scisson)  Forbes,  who  came  from  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut. Col.  Harden  Edwards  died  at  Nacogdoches, 
Texas,  on  August  14,  1849.  Hayden  Harrison  Edwards 
died  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  August,  1865.  The  latter, 
who  was  always  known  as  General  Edwards,  in  or  about 
the  year  1859,  with  his  associates,  started  the  first  rail- 
road in  Texas.  It  started  at  the  old  town  of  Sabine 
Pass  and  extended  to  Beaumont;  the  roadbed  was 
graded  between  those  points  and  the  ties  and  rails  laid, 
but  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  caused  the  work  lo  be 
abandoned  before  it  was  fully  completed.  ,   ,    ^  , 

Charles  H.  Eaguet,  son  of  Maj.  Charles  M.  and  Tsabel 
(Edwards)  Eaguet,  was  born  in  Marshall,  Texas,  Janu- 
ary 27,  1875.  He  received  his  education  in  local  private 
schools'  and  in  the  University  of  the  South  at  Sewanee, 
Tennessee,  and  Kenyon  College,  in  Cambria,  Ohio  He 
was  associated  with  his  father,  directly  and  indirectly, 
for  twelve  years  before  the  death  of  the  latter,  and 
succeeded  Major  Eaguet  in  business.  On  November  12, 
1903,  Mr.  James  F.  Gregg,  who  had  also  been  associated 
with  Major  Eaguet,  became  a  partner,  and  the  firm  then 
took  its  present  name  of  Eaguet  &  Gregg,  general  in- 
surance and  land  agents.  This  business  injeality  was 
originallv  established  in  1832  by  Hayden  H.  Edwards, 
grandfather  of  Mr.  Eaguet,  and  Nathaniel  Emory,  in 
Nacogdoches,  and  re-established  by  Charles  M.  ^aguet 
at  Marshall,  Texas,  in  February,  1895.  _ 

Charles  H.  Eaguet  was  married  in  San  Antonio  April 
19  1910  to  Miss  Harriette  Eouse  Gallagher  of  that 
city,  daughter  of  John  Francis  and  Harriette  (Head) 
Gallagher.  .     „ 

Mr.  Eaguet  enlisted  in  1897  as  a  private  m  Company 
D,  Third  Texas  Volunteer  Guard  (Texas  National  Guard 
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under  the  "Dick"  bill  after  July,  1903).  He  served 
as  an  enlisted  man,  corporal  and  sergeant,  up  to  May  23, 
1900,  at  which  time  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
first  lieutenant  and  battalion  adjutant.  He  served  in 
that  rank  until  April  19,  1910,  when  he  was  promoted 
to  his  present  rank  of  captain  and  assigned  as  quarter- 
master of  the  Third  Eegiment  of  the  Texas  National 
Guard. 


E.  B.  Black.  The  career  of  one  of  the  most 
ful  of  the  Texas  Panhandle,  and  a  popular  and  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Hereford,  is  briefly  sketched  in  the  fol- 
lowing paragraphs: 

E.  B.  Black  was  born  in  Eussell  county,  Alabama,  Oc- 
tober 13,  1866,  and  is  a  son  of  Capt.  C.  B.  Black  by  a 
second  marriage,  his  mother  being  Miss  Fannie  John- 
ston of  Putnam  county,  Georgia.  His  father  came  orig- 
inally from  Virginia  to  Harris  county,  Georgia,  where  he 
lived  several  years,  later  moving  to  Eussell  county,  Ala- 
bama, where  he  permanently  located.  At  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities  between  the  North  and  South,  Captain 
Black  espoused  the  Southern  cause,  joined  the  Confed- 
erate army,  organized  a  company  of  infantry  and  was 
appointed  their  captain,  and  was  wounded  in  battle.  He 
was  a  prominent  planter  and  a  man  of  considerable  in- 
fluence in  his  community.  His  death  occurred  in  1873, 
when  sixty-five  years  of  age,  his  wife  having  passed 
away  in  1867  at  the  age  of  forty-five.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  E.  B.  Black  was  the 
youngest. 

Being  orphaned  at  an  early  age,  his  schooling  was 
much  neglected  and  his  opportunities  for  acquiring  knowl- 
edge or  making  advancement  along  educational  lines  were 
very  limited.  His  success  in  life  is  not  due  to  his  early 
advantages,  but  is  the  result  of  indomitable  will  power 
and  determination  to  succeed  in  spite  of  obstacles. 

Mr.  Black  came  to  Texas  in  1882  and  eventually  set- 
tled in  Cleburne,  where  for  fifteen  years  he  worked  in 
the  dry  goods  business.  In  1901  he  moved  to  Hereford, 
where  he  establishecl  his  present  business.  He  carries  a 
full  line  of  modern  first-class  furniture  and  household 
supplies  and  has  built  up  an  excellent  trade  in  Hereford 
and  surrounding  country,  his  business  having  developed 
from  an  humble  beginning  to  one  of  large  proportions. 
In  addition  to  his  furniture  business  he  also  carries  a 
full  line  of  undertakers '  supplies.  To  a  great  degree 
Mr.  Black  possesses  those  qualities  which  bring  success  — 
good  judgment,  business  faculty,  a  high  sense  of  honor 
and  a  just  appreciation  of  the  rights  of  others. 

On  July  30,  1891,  E.  B.  Black  was  married  at  Cle- 
burne, Texas,  to  Carrie  English,  and  to  this  union  have 
been  born  four  children:  Nellie  Dea,  born  July  17, 
1892,  and  married  December  30,  1913,  to  Mr.  TViUiam 
Jesse  Stanford;  James  English,  born  February  8,  1896; 
Frances  Elizabeth,  born  December  23,  1899,  and  William 
Alexander,  born  July  19,  1904. 

Mr.  Black  has  become  prominent  in  fraternal  circles, 
is  a  member  of  the  local  lodges  of  the  Masons,  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World,  and  in  the  Masonic  fraternity  passed  all  the 
chairs  in  his  lodge  and  is  a  member  of  the  Eoyal  Arch 
Chapter.  In  politics  a  Democrat,  he  has  not  sought 
public  office,  but  is  discharging  the  duties  of  citizenship 
by  serving  as  a  member  of  the  Hereford  school  board. 

With  his  family  he  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  of  which  he  and  all  his  family  are  mem- 
bers. When  he  came  to  Hereford  tlio  town  was  two 
years  old.  He  organized  the  Method ist  Sunday  School 
and  became  its  superintendent,  which  relation  he  still 
sustains.  This  Sunday  School  has  tlic  distinction  of 
being  one  of  the  best  in  the  Texas  Panhandle.  As  one 
who  has  met  with  success  and  distinction,  he  is  ever 
ready  to  state  his  confidence  in  Hereford  and  its  peo- 
ple, and  through  his  efforts  and  integrity  has  made  this 
confidence  mutual. 


Paui,  C.  Murphet,  M.  D.  Numbered  among  the 
younger  members  of  the  Texas  medical  fraternity  is 
found  Dr.  Paul  C.  Murphey,  who  is  rapidly  rising  in 
his  chosen  calling  by  reason  of  his  ability.  Although 
he  has  been  engaged  in  practice  at  Waco '  only  since 
1912,  he  is  already  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  good  profes- 
sional business,  and  the  successes  of  the  past  may  be 
generally  taken  as  a  criterion  of  the  future. 

Dr.  Murphey  is  a  native  son  of  Texas,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  at  Athens,  this  state,  December  4,  1888. 
His  father,  James  Lee  Murphy,  was  born  in  Anderson 
county,  Texas,  in  1854,  and  for  many  years  was  en- 
gaged in  the  cattle  business,  being  known  as  one  of  the 
largest  horse  owners  of  his  section  of  the  state.  Dr. 
Murphey 's  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Annie  E. 
Coleman  and  was  born  in  Henderson  county,  Texas,  in 
1865.  She  still  survives  the  father,  whose  death  oc- 
curred in  1909.  There  were  three  children  in  the  family: 
Paul  C,  of  this  review;  Hubbard  L.  and  Julia. 

The  early  education  of  Dr.  Murphey  was  secured  in 
the  public  schools  of  Athens,  this  being  supplemented  by 
a  course  in  Itaska  High  School.  Following  this,  he  spent 
two  terms  in  the  Baylor  University,  and  then,  having 
decided  upon  a  medical  career,  he  entered  Fort  Worth 
Medical  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1911.  A  natural  athlete, 
during  his  college  career  Dr.  Murphey  won  honors  for  his 
college  in  various  lines  of  athletics  and  was  a  star  player 
on  the  football,  baseball  and  basketball  te.ims.  Upyn  "his 
graduation.  Dr.  Murphey  became  house  surgeon  at  the 
Provident  Sanatarium,  at  Waco,  where  he  obtained  valu- 
able experience  during  the  one  year  he  acted  in  that 
capacity,  and  in  1912  entered  general  practice  at  Waco. 
It  is  seldom  that  a  young  physician  just  entering  upon 
his  career  meets  with  the  almost  instantaneous  success 
that  rewarded  Dr.  Murphey 's  efforts,  but  from  the  start 
he  has  been  successful.  He  has  built  up  a  lucrative 
practice  among  the  city's  most'  representative  people. 
and  is  now  recognized  by  his  fellow  practitioners  as  a 
physician  of  ability  and  one  who  respects  the  highest 
ethics  of  his  honored  calling.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
McLennan  County  Medical  Society,  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Society  and  the  Central  Texas  Medical  Society, 
and  through  his  membership  therein  keej.s  fully  abreast 
of  the  numerous  advancements  constantly  being  made  in 
the  field  of  medicine.  He  has  never  ceased  being  a  stu- 
dent, and  is  entirely  devoted  to  his  calling,  although  he 
finds  time  to  enjoy  social  events  and  is  popular  with 
a  wide  circle  of  friends.  For  a  short  time  he  served  as 
first  sergeant  of  the  Hospital  Corps  of  the  Texas  Na- 
tional Guard  at  Dallas,  and  during  the  season  of  1913 
looked  after  the  injuries  sustained  by  'he  members  of 
the  Waco  Baseball  Club.  He  has  continued  to  be  fond 
of  all  kinds  of  outdoor  sports,  and  during  his  vacations 
generally  goes  on  hunting  and  fishing  trips.  In  poiitica 
he  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church.  Dr.  Murphey  owns  his  own  residence  at  No.  1915 
Sanger  avenue.  His  office  is  located  at  No.  1108  Ami- 
cable building. 

On  November  6,  1912,  Dr.  Murphey  was  married  at 
Waco  to  Miss  Cora  Lilly,  daughter  of  George  W.  Lilly, 
who  was  for  eight  years  sheriff  of  McLennan  county,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  the  furniture  business  at  Fifth  and 
Washington  streets,  Waco. 

Hon.  William  Mercer  Key.  Wliou  the  Court  of  Civi] 
Appeals,  in  the  Third  Sii|,ivir.'  .Tihiiriil  Ti'-nirf.  was 
constituted  in  1892,  amoi,__  <],.  ■■■;,■<  Wil- 
liam M.  Key  was  foremn-l    1    .i i        i-  .nid   in 

popular  estimation  the  niii-l  ImjumI  ,!<>.  i ,.  iiir  of  the 
three  seats  in  the  court.  He  had  served  as  .-oiinty  judge 
of  Williamson  county  and  district  judge  of  Travis  and 
Williamson  counties,  and  his  twenty  years'  service  in 
the  Court  of  Civil  Appeals  leaves  no  doubt  as  to  the 
admirable  efficiency  and  wLsdom  with  which  he  exercises 
his   office.      Judge   Key   was   at    one   time    a   merchant, 
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found  himself  in  a  sphere  unsuited  to  his  disposition  and 
abilities,  gained  admission  to  the  bar  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  and  has  won  secure  honors  in  Texas  judicial 
history.  The  most  distinctive  feature  of  his  public 
•career  haS  been  his  unwillingness  to  put  himself  for- 
ward as  an  aggressive  candidate  for  position.  It  has 
always  been  a  case  of  the  office  seeking  the  man. 

Born  in  Oglethorpe  county,  Georgia,  October  20,  1850, 
Judge  Key  is  a  son  of  Jasper  N.  and  Mary  (Howard) 
Key.  Both  parents  were  born  in  Georgia.  The  father, 
who  was  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  church,  came  to 
Texas  with  his  family  in  1853,  settled  in  Gonzales 
county,  where  he  combined  his  profession  as  a  min- 
ister of  the  gospel  with  the  cultivation  of  the  land. 
During  the  period  of  the  Civil  war  he  saw  service  in 
Colonel  Cook's  regiment  of  artillery.  He  lived  a  long 
and  useful  life  and  died  in  1901,  while  the  mother  of 
Judge  Key  passed  away  in  1867. 

The  circumstances  of  the  family  were  such  and  the 
hard  conditions  incident  to  the  war  period  also  inter- 
fered with  the  early  opportunities  and  advantages  af- 
forded Judge  Key.  His  education  was  largely  pelf- 
applied,  and  the  time  which  modern  boys  put  in  in 
attendance  at  school  was  spent  by  him  in  work  on  the 
farm.  He  attended  private  schools  to  some  extent,  but 
remained  at  home  until  the  death  of  his  mother  in  1S67. 
After  one  year  in  school  he  was  clerk  in  stores  for  two 
or  three  years,  and  then  engaged  in  merchandising  on 
his  own  account.  That  proved  uncongenial,  and  he  came 
to  Austin  and  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
John  F.  Jones.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1875,  he  moved 
to  Georgetown,  where  he  opened  his  office  and  soon 
gained  rank  as  a  leading  lawyer.  His  home  was  at 
Georgetown  until  1889. 

His  judicial  career  began  in  1885,  when  a  vacancy 
occurred  in  the  office  of  county  judge  of  Williamson 
county.  Without  any  solicitation  on  his  own  part,  he  re- 
ceived appointment  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  later  was 
elected  without  opposition.  He  administered  the  office 
until  September,  1888,  and  then  once  more  the  ap- 
pointive call  was  exercised  to  place  him  in  the  office 
of  judge  of  the  District  court  of  Williamson  and  Travis 
counties.  In  November,  1888,  he  was  regularly  elected 
to  the  District  bench  for  the  term  of  four  vears,  begin- 
ning January  1,  1889.  In  1892,  when  the  Court  of  Civil 
Appeals,  in  the  Third  Supreme  Judicial  District,  was  or- 
ganized, he  was  elected  an  associate  justice  of  the  court, 
and  remained  an  associate  until  Peljruary,  1910,  when, 
on  the  death  of  Chief  Justice  Fisher,  he  succeeded  him 
as  chief  of  the  court  and  has  presided  over  its  sessions 
with  a  dignity  and  ability  which  have  done  much  to 
uphold  the  fine  record  of  that  branch  of  Texas  judiciary. 
While  Judge  Key  is  a  Democrat  in  polities,  he  has 
never  been  active  in  what  is  called  practical  politics. 
His  appointments  and  elections  to  the  various  positions 
above  enumerated  have  come  practically  without  op- 
position. There  were  eight  candidates  for  the  Court 
of  Civil  Appeals  when  it  was  organized,  and  from  the 
first  there  was  no  thought  that  he  would  not  be  one  of 
those  chosen  to  constitute  the  court.  Judge  Key  served 
two  terms  as  master  of  San  Gabriel  Lodge  No.  89,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 
He  has  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
South. 

In  December,  1876,  Judge  Key  married  Miss  Izora 
Scott,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  A.  and  Mary  Scott,  of 
Oeorgetown,  Texas.  The  Scott  family  eanie  to  Texas 
in  1835,  S.  A.  Scott  finally  settling  on  the  western 
frontier  in  Williamson  county,  where  he  became  a  stock 
raiser  and  planter.  Some  years  later  he  entered  the 
ranks  of  the  Confederate  army,  made  a  record  as  a 
soldier,  and  in  his  community  was  always  looked  up  to 
and  respected.  He  died  in  190S  and  his  wife  had  passed 
away  about  1867.  Mrs.  Key  has  twice  been  president 
of  the  American  History  Club  of  Austin.  Their  four 
children  are  as  follows:  Mary,  w^ho  married  Thomas 
P.  Whitis  and  lives  at  Plain  View,  Texas ;  Scott  W.  Key, 


who  has  gained  a  successful  position  as  a  lawyer  at 
Haskell,  is  married  and  has  four  children ;  Howard  W. 
Key,  an  electrical  engineer  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  and 
connected  with  the  General  Electric  Company;  Samuel  N. 
Key,  who  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  Texas  and  is  now  a  specialist  on  the 
eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  in  Austin,  Texas.  Each  of  the 
sons  has  won  success  in  his  distinct  vocation,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Key  have  cause  to  congratulate  themselves  upon 
their  fine  family.  The  Key  home  at  Austin  is  at  212 
West  Twenty-seventh  street. 

Hon.  W.  E.  Perkins.  It  wovdd  seem  an  anachronism 
to  designate  the  Hon.  W.  B.  Perkins,  ' '  the  f  sfther  of  Jim 
Wells  county,"  for  his  life  span  includes  little  more 
than  a  score  and  a  half  of  years,  but  to  him  the  county 
must  give  credit  for  its  existence,  his  faithful  labors 
in  the  State  Legislature  and  among  the  citizens  of  this 
section  having  brought  about  the  movement  which  cul- 
minated May  9,  1911,  in  the  forming  of  this  new  county. 
At  that  time  his  fellow  citizens  gave  evidence  of  their 
appreciation  of  his  efforts  by  electing  him  the  first 
county  judge,  a  position  he  has  continued  to  fill  with 
dignity  and  efficiency,  and  in  addition  thereto  he  is  ex- 
officio  county  superintendent  of  schools.  His  career 
since  coming  to  Alice,  in  1905,  has  been  one  of  great 
activity  and  high  achievement,  and  in  public,  professional 
and  social  life  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leaders  of 
the  younger  generation.  Mr.  Perkins  was  born  in  1881, 
in  Holmes  county,  Mississippi,  and  is  a  son  of  the  Rev. 
C.  W.  Perkins.  His  father,  also  a  native  of  that  county, 
was  for  many  years  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  church 
there,  but  in  1893  came  to  Texas  and  took  charge  of  a 
church  of  the  Methodist  denomination  in  San  Antonio, 
but  has  now  retired. 

W.  E.  Perkins  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  was  twelve  years 
of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Texas, 
where  he  resumed  his  studies  in  Southwestern  Uni- 
versity, Georgetown.  Followinig  his  graduation  from 
that  institution,  he  entered  Sam  Houston  Normal  School, 
at  Huntsville,  and  on  leaving  that  school  in  1901  en- 
tered upon  the  study  of  law.  After  two  years  spent  in 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Texas,  at  Aus- 
tin, he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  that  city  in  1905, 
and  at  once  came  to  Alice,  which  city  has  since  been  his 
field  of  activity.  Immediately  upon  locating  here,  Mr. 
Perkins  identified  himself  with  matters  of  a  public  na- 
ture, enterinig  actively  into  political  affairs,  with  the 
result  that  in  1909  he  was  sent  to  the  Thirty-first  Legis- 
lature. He  had  organized  the  voters  of  this  section  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  the  new  county  of  Jim  AVells 
from  the  western  portion  of  Nueces  county,  and  the 
greater  part  of  his  attention  while  in  the  Legislature 
was  devoted  to  having  his  bill  passed.  Mr.  Perkins  was 
elected  the  first  county  judge  of  Jim  Wells  county.  May 
9,  1911,  and  in  November,  1912,  was  re-elected  to  succeed 
himself  for  the  regular  term.  In  the  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  his  oflSce  he  has  shown  the  highest  de- 
gree of  impartiality  and  executive  ability.  He  has  com- 
manded the  respect  of  his  co-workers  and  fellow  citizens, 
creating  the  impression  that  he  is  a  man  of  convic- 
tions and  judgment,  one  who  can  voice  his  sentiments 
before  a  bodv  politic  when  the  occasion  arises.  Perhaps 
the  greatest  factor  in  his  success  is  his  reliability.  The 
people  always  know  that  he  is  one  of  them,  and  is  with 
them  on  all  questions  pertaining  to  their  welfare,  and  they 
have  long  since  become  convinced  that  his  policy  is  safe 
and  sure  as  it  is  broad,  generous  and  progressive.  It 
is  to  such  citizens  that  the  county  must  look  for  its 
future  greatness,  and  a  community  is  indeed  fortunate 
which  possesses  men  of  this  caliber. 

Mr.  Perkins  was  married  to  Miss  Edith  Williams,  who 
was  born  and  reared  at  San  Marcos,  Texas,  and  to  this 
union  there  have  been  born  three  daughters,  namely: 
Dorothy,  Lueile  and  Eulalie. 
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Arthur  G.  Brooke  is  an  able  and  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  the  bar  of  Panola  county  and  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Brooke  &  Woolworth,  of  Carthage,  whose  great 
success  in  the  winning  of  criminal  cases  has  won  them 
wide  distinction  throughout  the  Southwest.  He  comes 
of  a  distinguished  family,  being  a  great-grandson  of 
the  Eev.  Francis  Brooke,  an  Episcopal  clergyman  of  the 
diocese  of  Chesterfield,  Virginia,  and  of  English  birth, 
who  married  Lady  Mary  Cobb.  Their  son,  Dudley 
Brooke^  was  the  father  of  Judge  John  C.  Brooke,  a 
prominent  citizen  and  jurist  of  pioneer  days  in  Texas. 

Judge  John  C.  Brooke  was  born  in  Virginia,  in  1798, 
and  moved  with  his  parents  to  Robertson  county,  Ten- 
nessee, as  a  youth.  He  was  given  excellent  educational 
advantages,  aud  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Tennessee, 
Init  did  not  immediately  enter  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  When  he  decided  to  come  to  the  Southwest, 
he  stopped  in  Sabine  Parish,  Louisiana,  where  he  spent 
some  time  in  the  cultivation  of  his  three  large  planta- 
tions before  continuing  on  his  way  to  the  Lone  Star 
state.  He  owned  a  large  number  of  negroes,  having 
about  one  hundred  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war, 
these  being  subsequently  freed.  Upon  the  question  of 
the  disruption  of  the  Union  he  agreed  with  Gen.  Sam 
Houston  in  opposing  secession,  although  he  was  too  old 
at  that  time  to  take  any  active  part  in  the  war  between 
the  North  and  the  South.  During  the  days  of  the  Re- 
public, Judge  Brooke  occupied  the  bench  at  San  Au- 
giistiiip,  ;inil  stilisequently  became  chief  justice  of  San 
Auuiistiiic  .Minity.  A  man  of  scholarly  tastes,  in  finish- 
ing lii^  .'(lihMi  iijii  he  did  a  great  deal  of  travel,  and 
visiti'.l  I  annus  toreign  capitals.  His  literary  turn  made 
him  acqiininted  with  the  poets  and  authors,  and  he 
could  quote  "the  lines"  of  favorite  authors  for  hours. 
Judge  Brooke  was  dignified  and  proud,  was  always  well 
dressed — the  best  dressed  man  in  Texas  during  his  day, 
it  was  said — and  was  a  genial,  polished,  courtly  and 
knightly  gentleman.  In  Texas  politics  he  was  a  colleague 
of  Colonel  Blount,  of  Nacogdoches,  and  John  H.  Brooks, 
ivheel-horses  here  in  public  affairs.  His  career  was  one 
of  constant  activity  and  exciting  experiences  from  the 
time  when  he  ran  away  prior  to  attaining  his  majority, 
riding  a  horse  with  a  slave  boy  behind  him,  and  is  said 
to  have  never  again  made  his  father 's  house  his  home. 
He  married  his  first  wife  in  Columbia,  Tennessee,  and 
had  a  son,  Albert,  who  died  in  San  Augustine,  Texas, 
without  issue.  His  second  wife  was  Catherine  Norvell, 
a  daughter  of  Lipscomb  Norvell,  who  was  born  in  New 
York  state,  but  came  to  Texas  from  Kentucky.  Mrs. 
Brooke  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1821,  and  her  father 
was  an  old  hunter  who  wandered  out  to  Texas  aud  lo- 
cated at  the  confluence  of  three  rivers  in  Sabine  county 
and  lived  out  his  life  there.  He  died  in  1882,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four  years.  Mrs.  Brooke  died  at  Center, 
Texas,  in  1896,  Judge  Brooke  having  passed  away  in 
1879,  in  Jasper  county.  He  spent  his  last  years  in 
farming  and  moved  from  his  Sabine  county  plantation  to 
Jasper  county  just  a  short  time  prior  to  his  death.  The 
children  born  to  Judge  Brooke  and  his  wife  were:  Wil- 
liam Dudley,  who  died  leaving  a  family  of  children ;  Oe- 
tavine.  who  married  Judge  W.  H.  Ford  and  died  at 
Beaumont,  Texas,  and  Arthur  G. 

Arthur  G.  Brooke,  of  this  review,  was  born  in  Sabine 
county,  Texas,  June  20,  18fi.3.  He  prepared  himself  for 
life  as  a  student  in  Southeastern  College,  at  Jasper, 
Texas:  attendeil  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  Col- 
lege, Texas,  and  graduated  in  law  at  Cumberland  Uni- 
versity, Lebanon,  Texas,  in  1885.  He  located  first  in 
Orange,  subsequently  moved  to  Jasper,  and  then  to 
Center  and  Carthage,  coming  to  his  present  locality  in 
1896.  He  was  a  candidate  for  district  attorney  early 
in  his  career  as  a  lawyer,  hut  was  defeated  and  never 
became  a  candidate  for  another  office.  However,  he  has 
been  a  leader  among  his  county  people  in  politics,  is  a 
stalwart  Democrat,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Panola 
County  Central  Committee  for  several  years.  Mr.  Brooke 
tried  his  first  lawsuit  in  Jasper  county  before  Justice  of 


the  Peace  Ralls,  the  suit  involving  the  possession  of 
personal  property,  a  bull.  The  justice  told  Mr.  Brooke 
that  he  (the  justice)  knew  all  about  the  case  and  that 
it  would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  have  a  jury,  as  he 
could  render  a  verdict  in  his  client 's  favor.  When 
the  case  was  tried,  however,  the  justice  promptly  ren- 
dered a  verdict  for  the  other  man.  Mr.  Brooke  brought 
suit  in  the  district  court  against  the  justice  and  his 
official  bondsmen  for  $5,000,  which  frightened  them  to 
such  an  extent  that  they  lost  no  time  in  compromising 
the  matter  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Brooke's 
client. 

Among  the  many  cases  of  the  legal  firm  of  Brooke  & 
Woolworth  which  have  attracted  attention,  one  of  the 
most  interesting  is  that  of  Dulaney  vs.  Brooke.  This 
suit  grew  out  of  the  refusal  of  Mr.  Brooke  as  chairman 
of  the  Democratic  County  Committee  to  certify  Du- 
laney 's  name  as  a  candidate  for  district  clerk  of  Panola 
county.  Mr.  Brooke  took  the  ground  that  under  the  law 
the  population  of  the  county  did  not  justify  the  election 
of  both  a  county  clerk  and  a  district  clerk.  The  case 
went  to  the  Supreme  Court  and  resulted  in  a  finding 
against  the  contention  of  Mr.  Brooke,  and  this  case  has 
served  as  a  precedent  in  several  subsequent  eases.  The 
fame  of  the  firm  of  Brooke  iSc  Woolworth  has  spread,  not 
alone  over  Panola  county,  but  into  adjoining  communi- 
ties. On  a  number  of  occasions  this  firm  has  taken 
what  have  been  considered  ' '  forlorn  hopes  ' '  and  brought 
them  to  a  successful  issue.  Mr.  Brooke 's  management  of 
evidence  before  a  jury,  his  tact,  and  his  unusual  powers 
of  pleading  have  frequently  come  to  notice,  and  have 
contributed  to  an  unusually  high  standing  in  the  Texas 
lar.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Timpson  &  Henderson 
Railway  Company,  of  which  his  firm  is  the  legal  repre- 
sentative in  all  suits.  He  has  taken  an  interest  in  fra- 
ternal work,  belonging  to  the  Woodmen  of  the  World, 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men  ami  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  in 
all  of  these  is  highly  esteemed,  and  in  the  last  named 
has  been  a  representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State. 

On  August  6,  1884,  while  a  resident  of  Jasper  county, 
Texas,  Mr.  Brooke  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Alice  Cheatham,  daughter  of  Col.  James  Cheatham,  a 
pioneer  Texan  and  a  cousin  of  the  Confederate  General 
Cheatham.  The  children  born  to  this  union  are:  John  C, 
who  took  law  in  the  T'niversity  of  Texas,  had  his  dis- 
abilities removed  so  as  to  enter  the  practice  before  he 
came  of  age,  and  is  now  county  attorney  of  Brewster 
county,  Texas;  Kate,  Sybil,  Beulah  and  Hazel. 

John  T.  Duncan.  Recently  president  of  the  Texas 
State  Bar  Association,  John  T.  Duncan  has  practiced 
law  in  Texas  for  more  than  thirty-five  years,  and  is  one 
of  the  distinguished  men  in  his  profession.  His  home 
throughout  his  practice  has  been  at  LaGrange  and  he 
has  identified  himself  with  numerous  public  activities 
outside  the  immediate  limits  of  his  work  as  a  lawyer. 

Mr.  Duncan  represents  two  of  the  old  American  fam- 
ilies in  Texas,  and  the  Duncan  family,  of  Scotch  descent, 
was  founded  in  Virginia  before  the  war  of  the  American 
Revolution.  The  great-grandfather  of  John  T.  Duncan, 
Coleman  Duncan,  moved  from  Loudon  county,  Virginia, 
to  Nelson  county,  Kentucky,  in  1792,  and  was  the  an- 
cestor of  the  branch  of  the  family  now  found  in  Texas. 
John  T.  Duncan  was  born  in  Washington  county.  Texas, 
one  of  the  oldest  seats  of  American  colonization,  in 
1854.  His  parents  were  George  J.  and  Elizabeth  (  Dal- 
lasj  Duncan.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  1810  near 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  came  to  Texas  in  1>;.">9,  during  the 
era  of  the  Republic,  settling  in  Washington  county,  where 
he  was  a  farmer.  In  1851  he  was  married  and  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  in  Washington  county  until 
1880,  when  he  moved  to  Milam  county  and  lived  there 
until  his  death  in  1893.  Soon  after  coming  to  Texas 
he  enlisted  for  service  in  one  of  the  campaigns  against 
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Mexico  following  the  winning  of  independence  in  1836, 
and  in  1840  was  a  member  of  the  Summervelle  expedi- 
tion and  went  as  far  as  Laredo,  suffering  many  hard- 
ships in  that  campaign.  Elizabeth  Dallas,  mother  of 
Mr.  Duncan,  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1829  and  died  in 
1906.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  moved 
from   that   state   to    Kentucky,    and   came   to    Texas   in 

1833,  three  years  before  the  winning  of  independence 
from  Mexico.  They  settled  near  the  old  town  of  Inde- 
pendence, in  Washington  county,  and  her  father  died  in 

1834,  leaving  the  children  to  the  care  of  the  widowed 
mother,  and  a  short  time  later  the  entire  family  had  to 
flee  before  the  advance  of  Santa  Anna  in  the  famous 
' '  Eunaway  Scrape ' '  preceding  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto. 

John  T.  Duncan  was  educated  at  the  Baylor  Uni- 
versity when  that  institution  was  located  at  Independ- 
ence, graduating  in  1877.  Immediately  following  his 
graduation  he  moved  to  LaGrange  and  entered  the  law 
office  of  Timmons  &  Brown,  completed  his  law  studies 
with  that  well-known  firm  of  lawyers,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  June,  1878.  His  first  practice  was  in  part- 
nership with  E.  J.  Andrews,  which  continued  until  the 
death  of  Mr.  Andrews  in  1881.  In  about  1882  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Paul  Meerscheidt,  and  the  firm  was 
then  known  as  Duncan  &  Meerscheidt.  On  January  1, 
1885,  L.  W.  Moore  became  a  member  of  the  firm,  the 
name  then  becoming  Moore,  Duncan  &  Meerscheidt,  but 
the  latter  withdrew  in  1889,  after  which  the  firm  con- 
tinued as  Moore  &  Duncan  until  June,  1897,  when  it  was 
succeeded  by  the  firm  of  Kobson  &  Duncan,  his  partner 
being  W.  S.  Eobson.  In  1903  their  relations  were  dis- 
solved, and  on  June  1st  of  that  year  Jake  Welters  became 
his  partner  under  the  name  Duncan  &  Wolters.  Since 
June  1,  1905,  Mr.  Duncan  has  continued  his  practice 
alone.  While  he  has  looked  after  the  interests  of  a 
large  number  of  individual  clients,  and  has  practiced  in 
all  the  courts,  a  considerable  share  of  his  business  for 
a  number  of  years  has  come  as  local  attorney  for  the 
San  Antonio  &  Aransas  Pass  Eailroad  Company. 

Mr.  Duncan  in  1878  was  appointed  mayor  of  LaGrange, 
later  elected  to  the  office,  and  since  the  conclusion  of  his 
last  term  in  1882  has  never  sought  any  other  public  honor. 
He  became  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Inter- 
coastal  Canal  Company,  organized  at  Victoria,  Texas,  in 
1906,  with  the  object  of  completing  the  Coastal  Canal 
which  has  long  been  a  project  and  a  successful  completion 
of  which  will  undoubtedly  bring  about  a  great  benefit  to 
all  the  commercial  interests  of  the  state.  At  the  Gal- 
veston meeting  in  July,  1912,  Mr.  Duncan  was  elected 
president  of  the  Texas  State  Bar  Association,  and  held 
that  important  honor  one  year,  and  until  July  1,  1913. 

On  January  11,  1881,  Mr.  Duncan  married  Miss 
Crenelle  Harris,  daughter  of  Ben  T.  Harris,  of  Belle- 
ville, Texas.  Her  father  was  a  lawyer  by  profession, 
came  from  Mississippi  to  Texas  during  the  early  '.50s, 
was  a  member  of  a  Texas  regiment  during  the  war,  and 
died  in  1882  in  his  fifty-second  year.  Mr.  Duncan  and 
wife  have  three  children:  Josephine,  who  married  Leon- 
ard H.  Dyer,  a  lawyer  of  New  York  City;  Frankie,  who 
lives  at  home,  and  Douglas  Duncan,  a  lawyer  at  Belle- 
ville, and  married.  Mr.  Duncan  and  family  reside  in 
a  fine  residence  in  LaGrange.  Whether  as  a  lawyer  or 
a  private  gentleman,  Mr.  Duncan  has  long  been  es- 
teemed for  his  broaihiiindedness,  his  affability,  and  a 
kindly  and  helpful  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men 
which  has  enabled  him  to  perform  much  service  not 
classified  as  professional  work,  but  none  the  less  useful 
in  any  community. 

Charles  Mulhern.  Around  Fort  Davis  probably 
lingers  more  of  the  old  memories  and  associations  of  the 
frontier  than  about  any  of  the  former  centers  of  mili- 
tary activity.  Among  the  prosperous  citizenship  of  the 
town  and  surrounding  country  will  be  found  men  whose 
character  and  activities  serve  to  keep  alive  these  asso- 
ciations,  and   of   these  the  best  beloved  and  most  con- 


spicuous is  the  venerable  banker  and  business  man  of 
i'ort  Davis,  Charles  Mulhern.  His  career  has  been  a 
noteworthy  one  in  many  particulars  and  especially  from 
the  fact  that  he  was  for  thirty  years  connected  with 
the  regular  army  of  the  United  States. 

Charles  Mulhern  was  born  in  Ireland,  September  14, 
1832,  and  spent  the  first  twenty  years  of  his  life  in  his 
native  land,  where  he  attained  his  education  in  the  na- 
tional schools,  his  real  battle  with  the  world  beginning 
when  he  left  Ireland  and  came  to  the  United  States. 
He  first  located  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  where  he  remained 
for  about  three  years,  and  during  that  time  attended 
school.  From  Atlanta  he  went  to  Montgomery,  Ala- 
bama, where  he  began  an  apprenticeship  with  John  G. 
Winter's  Iron  Works,  but  after  four  months  in  this  oc- 
cupation started  back  to  Atlanta.  On  his  way  thither 
he  stopped  at  Columbus,  Georgia,  and  while  there  fol- 
lowed some  inclination  or  inducement  and  enlisted  in  the 
First  United  States  Cavalry.  In  this  same  regiment  and 
company  he  saw  service  for  eighteen  years  throughout 
the  Civil  war  period  and  through  the  many  Indian  cam- 
paigns both  before  and  after  the  war.  The  regiment 
was  stationed  in  many  parts  of  the  United  States,  but 
particularly  in  the  West,  and  Mr.  Mulhern  's  own  record 
may  be  read  in  the  official  account  of  this  regiment  dur- 
ing the  eighteen  years  of  his  service  therewith.  In  1873 
he  w-as  promoted  to  ordnance  sergeant  in  the  army,  and 
continued  to  occupy  that  office  until  July  5,  1885,  at 
which  time  he  retired  after  a  long  and  honorable  service 
of  thirty  years.  When  he  retired  from  the  army  his 
family  was  living  at  Fort  Davis,  at  which  post  he  had 
himself  been  stationed  during  a  portion  of  his  army 
career.  He  returned  to  Fort  Davis  and  has  made  it  his 
home  ever  since.  During  many  years  he  followed  the 
general  live  stock  and  cattle  business,  but  in  1910  sold 
out  his  cattle,  though  he  still  retains  his  old  ranch  in 
this  vicinity.  On  October  31,  1911,  Mr.  Mulhern  or- 
ganized the  Fort  Davis  State  Bank  and  has  been  its 
president  to  this  time.  The  Fort  Davis  State  Bank  is 
one  of  the  strong  younger  institutions  of  West  Texas, 
does  a  general  banking  business,  and  deals  in  foreign 
and  domestic  exchange  and  the  other  branches  of  bank- 
ing. The  bank  has  recently  been  moved  into  new  and 
larger  quarters,  a  building  designed  and  erected  for  its 
exclusive  use. 

In  its  varied  service  and  in  its  material  acquisitions, 
the  career  of  Mr.  Mulhern  has  been  one  of  unusual  ac- 
complishments. Equally  noteworthv-  was  his  long  and 
happy  married  life.  It  is  given  to  few  men  to  enjoy 
so  rarely  felicitous  a  companionship  as  that  which 
existed  between  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mulhern  for  a  period  of 
more  than  half  a  century.  At  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  on 
September  20,  1860,  he  married  Mis  Eva  Phifer,  who  was 
formerly  from  Switzerland.  In  1910  they  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  anniversary,  and  their  companion- 
ship continued  on  until  March  27,  1912,  when  Mrs.  Mul- 
hern passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  Her  re- 
mains now  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Fort  Davis.  She  was 
long  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  church.  Of  their 
eight  children,  three  daughters  and  five  sons,  five  are 
now  deceased,  and  the  three  others  are  as  follows:  John 
L.,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Arizona;  Eobert  D.,  now 
married  and  a  resident  of  New  Mexico,  and  Louisa  Eve- 
lina, the  wife  of  James  I.  Edward  of  Fort  Davis.  Mr. 
Mulhern  favors  and  supports  all  churches,  but  has  affil- 
iated with  no  particular  denomination.  He  is  a 
prominent  Mason,  having  taken  thirty-two  degrees  of  the 
Scottish  Eite,  and  belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge  and  the 
Knights  Templar  Commandery  of  the  York  Eite,  and 
also  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  has  taken  all  the  degrees 
in  Odd  Fellowship.  Mr.  Mulhern  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Eepublie,  belongs  to  the  Fort  Davis 
Commercial  Club  and  is  a  Bepublican,  though  not  ac- 
tive in  party  affairs.  For  several  years  he  served  as 
county  commissioner  of  Jeff  Davis  county.  Mr.  Mul- 
hern finds  much  of  his  recreation  in  driving  about  the 
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hills  and  valleys  iu  this  section  of  the  state,  and  by 
reason  of  his  long  residence  is  probably  as  familiar  with 
the  resources  of  Jeff  Davis  county  as  any  other  resident. 
He  is  an  active  advocate  of  every  movement  and  enter- 
prise for  the  improvement  and  advancement  of  his  home 
community,  and  by  reason  of  this  public  spirit,  as  also 
for  his  long  and  eventful  career,  no  citizen  of  the  county 
enjoys  more  respect  and  more  true  admiration  than 
Charles  Mulhern. 

Judge  Jacob  P.  Weatherby.  For  more  than  twenty 
years  a  resident  of  Fort  Davis,  Judge  Weatherby  early 
became  identified  with  the  public  life  of  this  section  and 
his  recognized  ability  as  a  business  man  and  his  fidelity 
to  the  public  welfare  won  him  election  to  the  office  of 
county  judge.  As  county  judge  he  is  also  ex-officio 
superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Jeff  Davis 
county.  The  responsibilities  of  these  two  offices  are 
sufficiently  great  to  require  the  best  abilities  possessed 
by  any  man,  and  it  has  been  true  of  Judge  Weatherby, 
as  his  long  continuance  in  office  will  testify,  that  he  has 
administered  his  trust  with  excellent  efficiency  and  tor 
the  welfare  of  the  county  and  its  citizens.  In  addition 
to  his  official  career,  Judge  Weatherby  is  prominent  in 
local  business  affairs,  and  is  executive  head  of  the  Union 
Trading  Company,  and  has  various  other  holdings  and 
interests  in  this  vicinity. 

Jacob  P.  Weatherby  was  born  in  Bexar  county,  Texas, 
April  17,  1859.  His  father  was  WiUiam  A.  Weatherby, 
a  native  of  New  York  state,  who  came  to  Texas  as  a 
young  man  and  followed  the  stock  business  in  this  state, 
and  was  also  active  in  political  affairs.  He  died  in  1893 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Emiiy  Hutfstutler.  who  was  born  in  Louisiana,  and 
they  were  married  in  Texas.  She  was  a  devout  member 
of  the  Christian  church,  and  her  death  occurred  in  1896 
at  the  age  of  sixty-one.  Of  the  nine  children  in  the 
family,  Jacob  was  the  third. 

His  early  education  was  attained  in  the  public  schools 
of  this  state,  and  as  his  father  was  in  the  stock  busi- 
ness in  central  Texas,  he  had  his  occupation  cut  out  for 
him  from  the  beginning,  and  from  boyhood  was  trained 
in  the  various  activities  of  stock  raising.  He  remained 
with  his  father  until  he  was  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
and  then  came  out  to  Fort  Davis,  where  he  spent  a 
year  or  so  in  the  stock  industry.  In  1894  he  was  elected 
to  his  first  term  as  county  judge,  and  by  repeated  elec- 
tions has  held  this  office  without  a  break  from  that 
time  to  the  present.  In  1908  Judge  Weatherby  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  organization  of  the  Union  Trading 
Company,  and  has  been  its  active  head  ever  since,  being 
secretary  treasurer  and  general  manager  of  this  con- 
cern, which  is  one  of  the  largest  mercantile  organiza- 
tions in  Jeff  Davis  county.  The  company  have  a  large 
store  in  Fort  Davis  and  carries  a  full  line  of  general 
merchandise,  divided  into  several  departments,  and  doea 
both  a  wholesale  and  a  retail  business.  The  business 
furnishes  employment  to  a  number  of  persons. 

At  Fort  Davis,  May  15,  189-5,  Mr.  Weatherby  married 
Miss  Lovey  Chadborn,  daughter  of  J.  E.  Chadborn  of 
Fort  Davis.  They  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  three 
daughters  and  two  sons,  namely,  Early,  Joseph,  Lela, 
Dorothy   and  Jessie. 

Judge  Weatherby  inclines  toward  the  Presbyterian 
faith,  while  his  wife  is  one  of  the  very  active  mem- 
bers in  the  church  of  that  denomination  in  Fort  Davis. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  prominent  York  Eite  Mason,  being 
affiliated  with  the  degrees  from  the  Blue  Lodge  to  the 
Commandery,  and  has  filled  all  the  chairs  in  the  Blue 
Lodge.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  His 
politics  is  Eepublican,  and  he  has  been  for  many  years 
active  in  that  party  organization. 

Among  his  diversions  baseball  is  conspicuous  and  he 
also  enjoys  good  entertainments  in  the  theatrical  line. 
Though  a  resident  of  Texas  all  his  life,  and  with  no 
basis  for  comparison  with  other  states,  it  is  the  opinion 
of   Judge    Weatherby   that    as    a   place    for    a   man   to 


settle  and  make  a  home,  Texas  is  good  enough  for  any 
one.  He  has  himself  been  very  successful  and  influen- 
tial, and  it  has  always  been  his  aim  to  promote  the 
general  progress  of  his  community  while  forwarding  his 
own  prosperity. 

Leslie  Waggener,  eldest  son  of  Stokley  T.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Boss)  Waggener,  was  born  September  11,  1841, 
iu  Trenton,  Kentucky,  but  spent  the  larger  part  of 
his  life  in  the  neighboring  town  of  Eussellville,  where  he 
graduated  from  Bethel  College  before  entering  Harvard. 
He  graduated  from  Harvard  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts  in  1861,  and  soon  after  returning  home  enlisted 
in  the  Confederate  Army. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  famous  ' '  Orphan  Brigade ' ' 
with  General  John  C.  Breckenridge  as  commander.  He 
was  shot  through  the  body  at  Shiloh  and  reported  among 
those  who  were  mortally  wounded,  but  his  life  was 
saved  by  the  faithful  and  devoted  care  of  a  family  serv- 
ant whom  he  had  with  him.  After  a  number  of  months 
he  recovered  sufficiently  to  rejoin  his  command  and  was 
present  in  the  many  battles  in  which  it  took  part,  being 
slightly  wounded  at  Chickamauga.  He  took  part  in  the 
one  hundred  days'  march  and  fight  from  Dalton  to  At- 
lanta, Georgia.  The  brigade  left  Dalton  May  7,  1864, 
with  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  men  and 
reached  Atlanta  one  hundred  days  later  with  two  hun- 
dred and  forty;  there  being  only  forty  in  the  entire 
command  free  from  a  bullet  mark. 

After  the  surrender  under  General  Joseph  E.  John- 
ston in  May,  186.5,  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Kentucky, 
expecting  to  prepare  himself  for  the  practice  of  law. 
Changed  conditions  making  this  impossible,  he  accepted 
in  1866  the  position  of  principal  of  the  preparatory 
department   of  Bethel   College. 

On  June  27,  1867,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie 
Pendleton,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Pendleton  and  Mrs. 
Catherine  (Garnett)  Pendleton.  Dr.  Pendleton  was  a 
prominent  minister  of  the  Baptist  church,  author  of  a 
number  of  books,  and  lived  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
in  Kentucky. 

In  1870  Dr.  Waggener  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
newly  established  school  of  English  at  Bethel  College, 
and  in  1873  succeeded  Dr.  Noah  K.  Davis,  as  chair- 
mfin  of  the  faculty,  Dr.  Davis  having  been  called  to  the 
University  of  Virginia.  He  was  made  president  of  the 
college  in  1876,  and  held  that  position  until  the  fall 
of  1883,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  the  position  of 
Professor  of  English  and  History  in  the  first  faculty 
of  the  University  of  Texas.  A  year  later  he  was  made 
chairman  of.  the  faculty,  and  was  elected  to  this  position 
each  year  for  ten  years.  During  the  last  year  of  his 
life  he  served  as  president.  His  death  occurred  at 
Manitou,  Colorado,  August  19,  1896. 

Dr.  Waggener  was  one  of  the  most  widely  known  and 
successful  educators  in  Kentucky,  and  nearly  every  town 
or  hamlet  in  that  state  has  one  or  more  successful 
professional  or  business  men  who  are  indebted  to  him 
for  their  education.  The  late  Dr.  Noah  K.  Davis  of 
the  University  of  Virginia,  who  knew  him  intimately 
during  the  time  Dr.  Waggener  was  connected  with 
Bethel  College,  and  was  his  life  long  friend,  writes  of 
him  as  follows: 

"As  a  soldier  he  was  patriotic,  brave,  devoted  to 
duty  and  ever  in  the  front.  As  a  teacher  he  wa's  dili- 
gent, faithful  and  successful.  To  his  professorship  he 
brought  generous  culture,  broad  scholarship,  thorough 
acquaintance  with  English  literature,  a  critical  knowl- 
edge of  languages,  and  an  enthusiasm  that  awoke  a 
lively  response  in  his  pupils.  As  a  jirosidcnt  he  dis- 
played fine  executive  abilities  and  discijilinary  skill, 
feeling  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  every  student, 
and  impressing  upon  all  his  own  high  stnudard  of  per- 
sonal honor.  As  a  friend  he  was  faithful  and  true; 
as  a  husband  and  father  he  was  tenderly  sympathetic 
and  affectionate. ' ' 
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The  best  work  of  his  life,  that  of  his  maturer  years, 
was  done  in  the  University  of  Texas.  Of  this  work 
there  can  be  no  better  judges  than  those  with  whom 
he  was  closely  associated,  those  who  knew  something  of 
the  difEeulties  that  he  met  and  overcame  during  those 
first  hard  years  when  the  State  University  was  young 
and  its  future  uncertain. 

The  following,  taken  from  the  report  of  a  committee 
of  the  faculty,  composed  of  Dr.  Morgan  Callaway, 
Dr.  David  P.  Houston,  and  Hon.  E.  L.  Batts,  gives  some 
idea  of  his  work  as  a  teacher,  a  writer,  and  the  executive 
head   of  the  university. 

' '  When  he  first  came  to  the  University  of  Texas, 
Dr.  Waggoner  was  professor  of  history  as  well  as  of 
English  literature.  And,  although  this  continued  but  a 
few  years,  it  lasted  long  enough  to  give  Dr.  Waggener 
an  unusually  wide  knowledge  of  history,  a  knowledge 
that  enhanced  his  mastery  over  English  literature,  in 
which  latter  subject,  of  course,  he  did  his  chief  work. 
While  deeply  read  in  English  literature  as  a  whole. 
Dr.  Waggener  was  in  a  very  special  sense  a  profound 
student  of  Burke,  Euskin  and  Carlyle  among  the  prose 
writers,  and  of  Shakespeare,  Milton,  Browning  and  Ten- 
nyson among  the  poets.  Each  year  he  gave  a  course  of 
lectures  on  two  or  more  of  these  his  favorites,  and  his 
hearers  were  always  enthusiastic  in  their  commendation. 
He  left  a  set  of  lectures  upon  these  and  other  authors 
that,  had  he  lived,  he  would  doubtless  have  revised  and 
published. 

' '  Despite  the  pressing  duties  of  his  dual  position  as 
professor  and  chairman,  Dr.  Waggener  managed  to 
publish  a  number  of  lectures  and  addresses.  But  excel- 
lent as  these  works  are  in  their  way,  they  do  not  ade- 
quately represent  the  powers  of  their  author,  who  was 
forced  to  give  to  the  chairmanship  almost  as  many 
hours  as  to  the  professorship.  But  great  as  were  Dr. 
Waggoner's  services  as  professor  of  English,  they  were 
overtopped,  the  committee  thinks,  by  his  services  as 
chairman  of  the  faculty,  an  office  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  year,  he  held  for  the  last  eleven  years  of 
his  life.  The  position  was  peculiarly  difficult,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  holder  was  vested  with  responsi- 
bility without  corresponding  authority.  Another  draw- 
back was  this:  the  chairman  was  elected  annually;  and 
although  Dr.  Waggener  was  chosen  for  ten  successive 
years,  he  could  not  foresee  that  such  would  be  the 
case,  and  if  he  could  have  foreseen  it,  he  had  not  the 
authority  definitely  to  plan  for  the  future.  Presiding 
over  faculty  meetings,  delivering  addresses,  earing  for 
the  discipline  of  the  institution,  conducting  the  cor- 
respondence, preparing  reports  for  the  board  of  regents, 
responding  to  special  calls  for  information  and  for  sug- 
gestions concerning  the  policy  of  the  university — all 
these  duties  made  heavy  demands  upon  him.  but  de- 
mands that  were  always  promptly  met.  WTien  Dr.  Wag- 
gener was  first  elected  chairman  the  university  was  in 
its  infancy,  and  naturally  his  mind  was  occupied  with 
questions  of  org;inization.  Among  the  specific  measures 
with  which  Dr.  Waggener  was  especially  identified,  and 
which  have  greatly  contributed  to  the  upbuilding  of  the 
university,  may  be  mentioned  the  following:  The  aban- 
donment of  the  practice  of  diverting  live  thousand 
dollars  from  the  university  fund  for  the  support  of  the 
State  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College;  the  pay- 
ment by  the  state  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  to  the  university  in  settlement  of  a  long 
standing  indebtedness;  the  appropriation  of  a  portion  of 
the  general  revenue  to  the  support  of  the  university; 
the  appropriation  of  a  part  of  the  indemnity  fund 
received  from  the  United  States  to  the  construction  of 
the  university  buildings,  the  constitution  inhibiting  ap- 
propriations from  the  general  revenue  for  this  pur- 
pose; the  substitution  of  the  presidency  for  the  chair- 
manship; the  turning  over  the  management  of  the  uni- 
versity lands  to  the  board  of  regents;  the  establish- 
ment of  the  system  of  affiliated  high  schools;  and  the 
enlargment  of  the  academic  faculty. 


"Highly  intellectual  was  the  cast  of  his  mind.  He 
was  ever  thoughtful,  and  could  always  give  a  reason 
for  the  faith  that  was  in  him.  He  had  definite  aims 
and  expressed  them  forcibly.  Few  writers  have  been 
blessed  with  a  clearer  style;  few  have  pressed  their 
measures  with  equal  persistency;  and  fewer  still  hava 
been  so  successful  in  having  their  measures  enacted  into 
laws. 

"As  to  traits  of  his  character,  one  must  have  been  im- 
pressed with  Dr.  Waggener 's  remarkable  self-control. 
Amid  the  many  vexations  of  his  executive  duties  he  held 
himself  well  in  hand — a  result  at  once  of  his  strong  com- 
mon sense  and  his  high  ideal  of  justice.  He  was  co- 
operative, too,  with  colleagues,  regents,  and  all  who  had 
at  heart  the  interests  of  the  public  schools.  As  often  as 
possible  he  attended  conventions,  wrote  for  the  jour- 
nals, and  delivered  addresses.  One  of  his  colleagues, 
that  knew  Dr.  Waggener  most  intimately,  writes ;  '  His 
modesty  seems  one  of  his  finest  traits,  and  the  finer  be- 
cause of  his  worth  in  so  many  ways.  .  .  .  His  daily 
life  was  an  embodiment  of  the  high  principles  and  pure 
virtue  inculcated  by  the  religion  that  he  professed.  No 
wonder,  then,  that,  when  he  felt  himself  in  the  valley  of 
the  shadow,  he  talked  as  deliberately  and  trustfully  as 
if  in  the  high  noon  of  his  strength;  for  in  the  words 
of  his  favorite  author,  he  -was 

"  '  "  One  who  never  turned  his  back  but  marched  breast 

forward. 
Never  dreamed,  though  right  were  worsted,  wrong  would 

triumph, 
Held  we  fall  to  rise,  are  baffled  to  fight  better, 
Sleep  to  wake."  '  " 

John  P.  Knudsen.  Among  the  successful  men  of 
Gainesville,  Texas,  and  of  this  vicinity  may  be  mentioned 
the  name  of  John  P.  Knudsen.  Coming  to  this  country 
as  a  young  man,  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land,  with  little 
money  and  no  prospects,  undeterred  by  the  unfamiliar 
conditions,  Mr.  Knudsen  set  to  work  to  make  his  for- 
tune. He  has  worked  hard  all  of  his  life,  and  wherever 
he  has  been  he  has  added  to  the  value  of  the  country, 
for  he  is  constructive  and  has  owned  and  improved 
many  farms  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  He  is 
now  retired  and  holds  a  position  of  respect  in  Gaines- 
ville. 

John  P.  Knudsen  was  born  in  Denmark  in  1S50,  the 
son  of  Knud  Nelson  and  Andrea  Dorothea  (Yepesen), 
Knudsen.  Both  of  his  parents  lived  all  of  their  lives 
in  Denmark  and  died  there.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children  and  his  father  was  a  miller  and  fa 
Mr.  Knudsen  is  the  only  member  of  the  family  who  lives 
in  Texas. 

Growing  up  in  Denmark  on  his  father's  farm,  young 
John  Knudsen  was  always  animated  by  the  desire  to  go 
to  America.  •  He,  however,  attended  school  and  worki 
on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  wh' 
he  left  his  home  and  his  family  and  came  to  New  York, 
He  stayed  there  for  a  time  and  then  went  to  Fi 
field,  Connecticut,  where  he  worked  at  various  things 
for  two  months.  He  nest  came  to  Texas  and  settled 
in  Galveston,  where  he  worked  on  a  compress  for  a 
short  time.  He  next  came  to  Van  Alstyne  and  entered 
the  employment  of  the  railroad  company  here.  After  s 
time  he  rented  a  farm  near  by  and  for  a  few  years  w;is 
engaged  in  farming.  He  saved  his  money  carefully  and, 
being  successful,  he  was  able  soon  to  buy  a  farm  in 
Collin  county.  He  operated  this  farm,  which  consisted 
of  160  acres,  for  six  years,  then  sold  this  place  and 
came  to  Cooke  county,  where  he  bought  a  farm  near 
Gainesville.  He  did  not  live  on  this  farm  very  long,  but 
sold  it  and  bought  another,  where  he  lived  for  twelve 
years.  He  improved  all  of  these  places,  great! 
hancing  their  value,  and,  after  selling  the  last  men- 
tioned place,  he  bou4,ht,  improved  and  sold  a  number  of 
other  farms.  He  has  now  retired  from  all  active  busi- 
ness,  except  for  buying  and   selling  a  little   stock 
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casionally.  He  is  the  owner  of  600  acres  of  good  farm 
land  and  also  owns  three  houses  and  lots  in  Gainesville, 
two  of  which  he  rents  at  a  good  price.  In  politics  Mr. 
Knudsen  is  a  Democrat. 

Mr.  Knudsen  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Sarah  Arder,  of  the  state  of  Missouri.  They  were 
married  in  1882  and  eight  children  were  born  of  the 
union,  namely:  William,  of  Hardman  county,  Texas; 
Andrea,  wife  of  Edward  Eobinson,  of  Gainesville,  Texas; 
Thomas,  who  is  dead;  John,  of  Olliahoma,  and  Robert, 
James,  Albert  and  Walker  all  of  whom  live  in  the  latter 
state.  In  1909  Mr.  Knudsen  was  married  for  the  second 
time,  his  wife  being  Miss  Elsie  Smith,  who  was  born  in 
Tennessee,  a  daughter  of  Chris  Smith.  Both  of  her 
parents  were  natives  of  Tennessee  and  both  are  dead. 
No  children  have  been  born  of  this  marriage. 

Eugene  C.  Gordon,  M.  D.  A  physician  and  surgeon 
whose  practice  in  different  sections  of  Texas  has  been 
continuous  for  thirty  years.  Dr.  Gordon  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Columbus,  is  regarded  as  the  leading  surgeon 
and  one  of  the  ablest  general  practitioners  in  Colorado 
county,  and  is  a  man  of  exceptional  capabilities  and 
prominence  both  in  his  profession  and  in  his  civic 
affairs. 


Eugene  C.   Gordo 


born   in 


then 


Tishomingo  county,  Mississippi,  August  18,  1861. 
parents  were  Dr.  John  and  Mary  (Henderson)  Gordon, 
the  former  a  native  of  Caswell  county,  North  Carolina, 
and  the  latter  of  the  vicinity  of  Huntington,  Tennes- 
see. The  mother's  family  was  especially  prominent  in  the 
ministry  of  the  Presbyterian  faith.  Eamsey  Henderson, 
the  maternal  grandfather,  \Yas  active  as  a  preacher  in 
Tennessee,  and  the  son  of  Dr.  Robert  Henderson  of 
Murfreesboro,  Tennessee,  one  of  the  noted  divines  of 
his  time.  This  branch  of  the  Henderson  family  is  prob- 
ably related  to  J.  Pinckney  Henderson,  who  was  the 
first  governor  of  the  state  of  Texas.  The  Hendersons 
moved  to  Tennessee  at  an  early  time,  and  during  the 
early  fifties  settled  in  Tishomingo  near  the  Mississippi 
where  Ramsey  Henderson  had  charge  of  the  church. 
It  was  in  that  locality  that  John  Gordon  and  Mary 
Henderson  met  and  were  married.  Grandfather  Gordon 
was  a  school  teacher  and  educator.  Dr.  John  Gordon 
moved  with  his  family  to  Milam  county,  Texas,  in  1878, 
and  practiced  his  profession  there  for  some  years,  later 
moving  to  Lorena  in  McLennan  county,  where  he  re- 
mained in  active  practice  until  his  death.  The  mother 
is  still  living  at  Lorena.  The  late  Dr.  John  Gordon 
both  professionally,  and  in  his  character  ranked  far 
above  the  ordinary  men  of  his  day.  His  medical  educa- 
tion was  received  at  Jefferson  Medical  College  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  he  was  always  a  great  reader  and  thinker, 
possessed  a  very  sturdy  character,  and  was  a  man  of 
strong  influence  in  every  community  of  his  residence. 
Though  he  graduated  from  one  of  the  best  medical 
schools  in  the  country,  he  had  practically  educated  him- 
self during  his  early  life.  During  his  residence  in  Mis- 
sissippi, he  took  an  active  interest  in  Democratic  politics 
and  in  all  public  affairs.  He  served  as  chairman  of 
the  county  committee  for  more  than  four  years  and 
■was  candidate  for  both  state  senator  and  represeniative, 
but  was  defeated  owing  to  a  peculiar  local  condition 
relative  to  a  division  of  the  county  into  three  counties. 
During  the  era  of  reconstruction  he  was  a  power  for  law 
and  order  and  the  establishment  of  peaceful  industries 
in  his  state.  During  the  war  he  went  into  the  southern 
army  as  surgeon,  and  was  later  detached  from  duty  and 
commissioned  to  remain  at  home  where  his  services  were 
greatly  needed.  His  house  became  a  hospital,  in  which 
were  many  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  both  of  the  north 
and  south.  One  of  his  brothers  served  as  a  private  in 
the  Tennessee  army. 

Dr.  Eugene  C.  Gordon  is  one  of  six  children.  Johnnie 
died  in  young  manhood.  A.  M.  Gordon  is  a  druggist  at 
Eddy,   Texas;    Dr.   R.  A.;    and  Preston   Gordon  live   in 


Lovena;  Mrs.  W.  D.  Whitset  is  the  wife  of  a  lumber- 
man at  Victoria.  As  a  boy  Dr.  Gordon  attended  school 
in  Corinth,  Mississippi.  His  medical  studies  were  be- 
gun under  his  father 's  direction,  after  which  he  took  a 
course  of  lectures  in  a  Missouri  medical  college  at  St. 
Louis,  an  institution  which  is  part  of  Washington  Uni- 
versity. He  then  went  away  to  his  father's  old  school, 
the  Jefferson  Medical  College  at  Philadelphia,  where  he 
was  graduated  M.  D.  in  1882.  His  first  practice  was  in 
Free  Stone  county,  and  after  two  years  he  moved  to 
Rockdale,  and  later  to  Falls  county,  where  he  acquired 
a  large  practice  and  remained  twenty-four  years,  part 
of  the  time  at  Lott,  and  the  rest  at  Durango.  For  three 
years  he  was  at  Brownwood  in  west  Texas,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  recovering  his  health.  After  that  he  removed  to 
Columbus,  and  now  enjoys  a  large  practive  in  this  city 
and  in  Colorado  county.  Dr.  Gordon  believes  in  keeping 
up  with  the  time  in  his  profession.  He  has  taken  six 
post-graduate  courses  since  leaving  college  thirty  years 
ago,  and  in  equipment  may  well  stand  by  any  of  the 
modern  practitioners  of  medicine.  Five  of  his  post- 
graduate courses  were  taken  at  Tulane  University  in 
New  Orleans,  and  recently  he  completed  a  hospital  course 
in  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  Dr.  Gordon  has  one  of 
the  best  equipped  offices,  and  one  of  the  best  professional 
libraries  in  Colorado  county.  While  he  has  a  general 
practice  he  specializes  in  gynecology  and  surgery.  He 
has  membership  in  the  Colorado  county,  the  Texas  state 
and  the  district  Medical  Society  and  while  a  resident 
of  Brown  county  was  secretary  of  the  County  Society. 

Outside  of  his  profession,  Dr.  Gordon  takes  much  in- 
terest in  educational  affairs,  and  is  well  informed  on 
civic  and  social  matters.  He  served  on  the  Falls  county 
school  board  for  six  years  as  secretary,  was  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at  Lott,  and  on  the  board  of 
examiners  for  pharmacy  two  years.  In  188.5,  Dr.  Gordon 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rilla  White  of  Mis- 
sissippi, a  daughter  of  I.  N.  White,  a  soldier  of  the  Con- 
federacy. Mrs.  Gordon 's  mother  is  now  living  at  Temple, 
Texas,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  The  two  daughters  of 
Dr.  Gordon  and  wife  are:  Mrs.  James  H.  Wooten  of 
Columbus,  and  Miss  Mary  Gordon.  All  the  family  wor- 
ship in  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mrs.  Gordon  has  mem- 
bership in  the  Shropshire-Upton  Chapter  of  the  United 
Daughters  of  the  Confederacy.  Fraternally  Dr.  Gordon 
is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World,  being  medical  examiner  for  both 
orders. 

I.  M.  Putnam.  The  two  largest  cities  of  the  states 
of  Oklahoma  and  Texas  have  many  reasons  to  be  grate- 
ful to  I.  M.  Putnam  for  his  work  and  his  influence  as 
a  citizen  and  community  developer.  For  a  number  of 
years  Mr.  Putnam  was  "one  of  the  leading  public  men 
and  business  executives  of  Oklahoma  and  Oklahoma 
City,  and  though  now  devoting  most  of  his  time  and 
energy  to  the  development  of  properties  at  San  Antonio 
and  in  Southwestern  Texas,  still  retains  large  and  im- 
portant interests  in  the  former  state. 

While  living  in  Oklahoma  City,  Mr.  Putnam  in  1905 
bought  the  Hot  Wells  Hotel  and  the  surrounding 
grounds,  consisting  of  thirty  acres,  adjoining  the  city 
of  San  Antonio  on  the  south.  He  associated  with  him- 
self others,  and  since  1905  they  have  purchased  addi- 
tional land  surrounding  the  original  hotel  site,  and  now 
have  1,000  acres,  extending  from  the  fair  grounds  on 
the  north  to  the  state's  property  on  the  south,  and 
from  the  San  Jose  Mission  on  the  west  to  the  Goliad 
road  on  the  east.  This  is  a  magnificent  property,  as 
any  one  who  has  ever  visited  San  Antonio  will  under- 
stand, and  it  is  chiefly  due  to  the  farsighted  and  original 
plans  of  Mr.  Putnam  that  its  development  has  been 
undertaken  on  a  scale  which  will  prove  extremely  profit- 
able to  the  entire  city  as  well  as  to  himself  and  asso- 
ciates. Since  1911  he  has  spent  most  of  his  time  in  the 
San   Antonio   section  and  with   the  Hot  Wells  project, 
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and  the  development  of  tributary  territory  about  San 
Antonio  have  both  received  a  large  share  of  his  busi- 
ness energy  and  attention.  Mr.  Putnam,  in  pursuance  of 
his  typical  manner  of  handUng  real  estate  property,  has 
waited  since  1905  for  an  opportune  time  to  bring  the 
Hot  Wells  Hotel  and  surrounding  land  before  the  public. 
With  unbounded  faith  in  the  future  of  San  Antonio  as 
a  business  center  and  climatic  resort,  Mr.  Putnam  awaited 
uei-essary  developments  on  the  part  of  the  city  in  the 
building  of  paved  streets,  sewers,  sidewalks,  and  other 
facilities.  San  Antonio  has  done  much  along  those  lines 
in  recent  years,  and  in  1913  approved  issues  of  bonds 
by  which  millions  of  dollars  were  voted  to  insure  the 
complete  system  of  public  improvements  that  will  enable 
San  Antonio  to  measure  up  to  its  reputation  and  its 
splendid  opportunities  as  a  great  resort  and  business 
center  of  the  southwest. 

Following  this  enterprise  on  the  part  of  the  city  as  a 
whole,  Mr.  Putnam  in  1914  brought  his  own  project 
onto  the  stage  of  public  attention.  The  thousand  acres 
of  land  surrounding  the  Hot  Wells  Hotel  is  now  being 
subdivided  into  beautiful  resident  districts,  with  streets 
and  driveways  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  in  width,  a  number  of  them  boulevarded  with 
parking  in  the  centers,  and  the  park  areas  being  planted 
with  palms.  All  modern  improvements  are  being  in- 
stalled. The  plans  of  the  owners  contemplate  making 
the  property  equal  in  beauty  and  attractiveness  to  the 
widely  advertised  district  of  California  and  other  famous 
resort  centers,  and  many  people  who  prefer  the  climate 
of  Southwest  Texas  to  that  of  California  and  Florida 
will  thus  find  here  opportunities  of  residence  suitable  to 
their  tastes  and  means. 

Mr.  Putnam,  aside  from  the  enterprise  at  the  Hot 
Wells  district,  has  for  several  years  been  directing  his 
energies  toward  the  making  of  San  Antonio  a  great 
resort  center,  occupying  a  relative  position  in  this  respect 
to  Los  Angeles,  in  California.  San  Antonio  has  some- 
what the  same  geographical  position  as  is  enjoyed  by 
Los  Angeles.  To  the  northwest  of  San  Antonio  are 
situated  the  magnificent  and  healthful  Guadalupe  moun- 
tains, with  their  many  beautiful  mountain  streams,  within 
onlv  one  to  three  hours'  ride  by  rail  or  automobile, 
while  to  the  southeast  are  the  resorts  and  attractions 
of  the  Texas  Gulf  coast,  only  a  half  day's  ride  away. 
Thus  San  Antonio,  besides  its  own  unrivaled  attrac- 
tions, offers  a  variety  of  climate  and  advantages  suit- 
able to  all  tastes,  giving  every  variety  desired  from  the 
mountains  to  the  sea.  Mr.  Putnam  and  associates  are 
owners  of  Mt.  Alamo  and  some  other  points  of  interest 
in  the  Guadaloupe  mountains.  The  San  Antonio  and 
Fredericksburg  Eailroad  was  recently  constructed  so 
as  to  give  Fredericksburg,  one  of  the  old  centers  of 
population  and  trade,  an  outlet  by  raUway  to  the  rest 
of  the  world,  and,  by  means  of  a  tunnel  over  nine  hun- 
dred feet  in  length  through  the  main  ridge  of  the  moun- 
tains, this  railroad  has  become  not  only  one  of  the 
picturesque  highways  of  the  state,  but  a  magnificent 
railway  engineering  enterprise.  It  is  the  only  tunnel 
of  any  note  in  the  "entire  state.  Near  the  tunnel  is  the 
townsite  of  Mt.  Alamo,  located  on  one  of  the  highest 
points  of  the  Guadaloupe  mountain  range.  This  is 
being  improved  as  a  mountain  resort  for  Texas  people. 
and  with  the  completion  of  railway  facilities  it  will 
become  accessible  to  business  men  in  practically  every 
part  of  the  state.  One  feature  of  the  townsite  is  that 
every  possible  means  have  been  taken  to  safeguard  it 
for  the  purposes  of  a  resort  for  people  seeking  a 
healthful  location  and  normal  recreation,  while  at  the 
same  time  restricting  it  against  occupancy  by  tubercular 
patients,  whose  presence  would  endanger  and  detract 
from  the  value  of  the  Mt.  Alamo  resort  for  the  average 
visitor.  .     _    , 

Israel  Mercer  Putnam  was  born  on  a  farm  m  Early 
county,  Georgia,  December  29,  1873,  a  son  of  Jesse 
Mercer  and  Zenia  (Lofton)  Putnam.  On  his  father's 
side  he  is  descended  from  the  Putnams  of  Eevolutionary 


war  fame.  About  ISOO  his  great-grandfather,  Israel 
Henry  Putnam,  moved  from  Massachusetts  to  Georgia, 
and  established  a  plantation  in  what  is  now  Putnam 
county  and  on  which  in  ISIO  was  born  James  Madison 
Putnam,  grandfather  of  I.  M.  Putnam.  Mr.  Putnam 
has  won  his  success  by  vigUant  cognizance  of  opportuni- 
ties and  by  exceptional  energy  in  his  important  field  of 
business  activity.  Until  he  was  fifteen  he  lived  mostly 
on  a  farm  and  grew  up  in  Early,  Calhoun,  Miller,  Pike 
and  Coweta  counties  of  Georgia,  his  native  state,  mean- 
while attending  a  school  conducted  in  a  one-room  build- 
ing typical  of  the  public  school  system  of  the  rural 
and  small  town  districts  throughout  the  country  at  that 
time.  Left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  eleven,  he  had  to 
make  his  own  way  and  pay  for  his  own  education,  ex- 
cept when  assisted  by  relatives.  When  fifteen  he  began 
work  in  an  insurance  office  at  Chattanooga,  Tennessee, 
and  a  year  later  became  a  news  agent,  working  on 
trains.  After  two  years  of  varied  employment,  he  re- 
turned to  the  oflice  of  his  cousin,  L.  D.  Drewry.  at 
Chattanooga,  and  for  the  latter 's  assistance  then  and 
at  various  other  times  Mr.  Putnam  owes  much  of  his 
sulisequent  success.  He  used  all  the  intervals  of  his 
leisure  time  to  perfect  himself  in  his  preparation  for 
life,  and  finally  in  1899  was  graduated  from  Yanderbilt 
University,  at  Nashville,  Tennessee.  After  a  year  spent 
in  newspaper  work.  Mr.  Putnam  took  up  the  study  of 
law  in  the  Universitv  of  Georgia,  and  graduated  with 
his  degree  LL.  B.  in  June,  1901? 

Fresh  from  college,  and  with  the  ink  on  his  legal 
diploma  hardly  dry,  Mr.  Putnam  went  to  Oklahoma  City, 
where  he  arrived  July  4,  1901.  He  had  practically  no 
capital,  and  it  was  his  most  sanguine  anticipation  to 
reach  success  through  the  avenue  of  legal  practice.  The 
eight  or  ten  succeeding  years  were  a  time  of  remarkable 
development  and  growth  in  Oklahoma  City,  and  it  was 
only  natural  that  some  of  the  citizens  should  keep  pace 
with  or  lead  in  the  general  progress,  and  thus  reach 
unusual  individual  success  in  business  affairs.  Mr.  Put- 
nam was  the  example  of  a  young  man  whose  rapid  rise 
to  business  distinction  at  Oklahoma  City  was  noteworthy 
even  among  a  multitude  of  similar  successes.  With 
proper  appreciation  of  the  coming  greatness  of  Okla- 
homa City,  he  invested  the  first  fee  from  his  cases  in 
town  lots,  and  by  rapid  reinvestment  and  sale  had  in 
a  few  years  become  one  of  the  leading  individual  real 
estate  operators  in  Oklahoma  and  Texas.  The  plan  on 
which  his  operations  were  conducted  in  Oklahoma  City 
consisted  of  the  buying  of  acreage  property,  subdividing 
it  into  lots,  and  promoting  the  sale  by  making  the  entire 
subdivision  a  distinctive  and  unusually  attractive  resi- 
dence section.  That  plan  was  followed  out  in  repeated 
cases,  and  some  of  the  finest  residence  districts  of  Okla- 
homa City  were  the  fruit  of  Mr.  Putnam's  enterprise. 
Some  of  these  residence  additions  are  Putnam  Heights, 
Military  Park,  Epworth  View,  part  of  University  Addi- 
tion and  other  sections,  mostly  in  the  nortwest  part  of 
Oklahoma  Citv,  now  consisting  of  a  well-built-up  resi- 
dence section  over  two  miles  long,  all  on  property 
subdivided  and  developed  by  him. 

A  matter  of  special  interest  in  connection  with  I\Ir. 
Putnam's  career  was  his  prominent  connection  with  the 
famous  capitol-locating  proposition  in  Oklahoma.  It 
will  be  recalled  that  during  the  long  campaign  involv- 
ing the  matter  of  removing  the  state  capitol  from 
Guthrie,  Mr.  Putnam  and  his  associates  made  a  propo- 
sition to  the  state  to  build  and  present  to  Oklahoma  a 
capitol  building  costing  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars, 
to  be  located  in  the  northwest  section  of  Oklahoma 
City.  They  frankly  proposed  that  the  money  for  the 
building  and  grounds  would  come  from  the  sale  of  lots 
and  land  controlled  by  Mr.  Putnam  and  associates  sur^ 
rounding  the  proposed  capitol  seat,  and  agreed  to  deed 
to  the  state  for  this  purpose  2,000  acres  adnoining  the 
capitol  as  a  guarantee  of  their  good  faith,  to  be  held 
and  the  proceeds  kept  by  the  state  till  the  state  had 
received   one  and   one-half  million   dollars  net  to  build 
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the  free  capitol.  This  proposition  was  presented  to  the 
voters  of  the  state  of  Oklahoma,  and  the  removal  of 
the  capitol  and  the  acceptance  of  the  bonus  were  car- 
ried by  an  overwhelming  majority.  Later,  however,  other 
interests  in  Oklahoma  City  organized  a  similar  move- 
ment to  have  the  capitol  located  in  another  part  of  the 
city,  and,  as  they  claimed,  nearer  the  business  center. 
By  working  on  the  fears  and  prejudices  of  business 
men  who  feared  that  Mr.  Putnam 's  proposition  would 
bring  about  a  change  in  the  location  of  the  business 
center,  these  interests  succeeded  in  bringing  before  the 
State  Legislature  and  having  passed  by  that  body  a 
new  capitol  location  plan,  which  repudiated  and  aban- 
doned Mr.  Putnam's  plan.  It  is  unnecessary  to  review 
the  details  of  the  story,  but  the  end  was  that  the  entire 
plan  fell  through,  the  promoters  of  the  second  project 
were  unable  to  fulfill  their  promises,  and  to  their  big 
failure  and  the  loss  of  confidence  resulting  from  it  is 
attributed  generally  the  greater  share  of  the  slump  in 
realty  values  that  began  in  Oklahoma  City  in  1911,  and 
which  swept  away  the  accumulations  of  a  vast  number 
of  the  people  of  that  city  and  section.  In  conclusion  it 
may  be  stated  that  Oklahoma  still  has  no  free  capitol 
building  as  a  result,  and  is  now  confronted  with  the 
enormous  expense  of  the  construction  of  a  capitol  at 
the  state's  expense. 

In  Mr.  Putnam's  real  estate  operations  it  has  always 
been  his  policy  to  buy  land  years  in  advance  of  its 
development  if  necessary,  and  to  await  the  proper  time 
for  placing  it  on  the  market,  after  making  all  im- 
provements and  giving  his  purchasers  property  that  is 
valuable  and  which  can  always  be  sold  for  more  than 
they  paid  for  it.  This  was  invariably  the  rule  of  his 
operations  in  Oklahoma  City,  and  the  same  can  be  said 
of  his  activities  in  Southwest  Texas.  For  his  success 
in  business  Mr.  Putnam  owes  his  accomplishment  to  his 
individual  initiative  and  business  enterprise.  He  appears 
to  be  a  natural  leader  in  business  affairs.  Along  with 
his  success  he  has  been  generous  and  has  made  large 
land  and  cash  donations  to  worthy  causes.  He  acquired 
extensive  interests  in  farm  lands,  developed  much  of  his 
land  both  for  the  profit  that  would  come  from  them  and 
also  as  an  example  to  others  and  a  demonstration  of  the 
possibilities  of  agriculture.  He  also  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  good  roads  movement  and  was  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  various  civic  and  public  organizations.  In 
September.  1907,  Mr.  Putnam  was  elected  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  as  a  representative  to  the  first  state  legis- 
lature of  Oklahoma,  and  was  re-elected  to  the  second 
legislature,  being  a  most  energetic  worker  in  the  body 
of  lawmakers  upon  whom  devolved  the  initial  work  of 
legislation  in  that  state.  He  retired  from  the  legis- 
lature as  soon  as  the  governor  and  state  capitol  com- 
mission ratified  the  vote  of  the  people  of  the  state  and 
ofiicially  located  the  state  capitol  nn  the  lands  he  con- 
trolled, and  was  not  in  the  legislature  which  met  in 
December,  1910,  and  changed  the  location  from  his 
property  to  the  second  location. 

Hon.  James  DrBosE  Walth.^ll.  As  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  members  of  the  bar  of  Texas,  James  DuBose 
Walthall,  of  San  Antonio,  bears  a  name  which  is  known 
and  honored  throughout  the  state  and  the  South.  His 
services  were  especially  appreciated  and  made  for  him 
his  state-wide  reputation  in  the  oflSce  of  attorney  gen- 
eral. 

Of  a  distinguished  Southern  family,  IMr.  Walthall 
by  his  own  ability  and  achievements  has  added  to  the 
luster  of  an  honored  name.  James  DuBope  Walthall 
was  born  at  Marion,  Alabama,  in  187(i,  n  son  of  Thomas 
J.  and  Alice  (DuBose")  Walthall.  His  father,  who  died 
at  San  Antonio  in  1912,  after  a  residence  of  several 
years  in  that  citv,  was  a  native  of  Alabama  and  a  son 
of  Col.  L.  N.  Walthall,  a  gallant  officer  in  the  Confed- 
erate armv  from  that  state.  A  cousin  of  Thomas  J. 
Walthall  was  the  late  Gen.  E.  C.  Walthall,  of  Missis- 
sippi, who  reached  the  rank  of   major   general  in  the 


Confederate  army,  and  after  the  war  was  sent  by  Mis- 
sissippi to  the  United  States  Senate.  Senator  Hoar,  of 
Massachusetts,  once  paid  General  Walthall  the  tribute 
that  he  was  the  most  efficient  and  best  equipped  senator 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Mrs.  Thomas  J. 
Walthall,  who  is  still  living  in  San  Antonio,  and  who 
was  born  in  Alabama,  is  descended  from  French  Hugue- 
not stock  which  settled  in  South  Carolina  a  number  of 
generations  ago.  Her  distinguished  lineage  includes 
many  illustrious  characters  of  the  South.  Among  her 
cousins  were  the  late  Gen.  John  B.  Gordon,  of  Georgia, 
the  late  Dudley  DuBose,  United  States  senator  from' 
Georgia;  George  Dargan  and  J.  L.  S.  Irby,  both  of 
whom  represented  South  Carolina  in  the  United  States 
Senate;  a  second  cousin  was  the  late  Eobert  Toombs, 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  of  Georgia 's  public  men  ■ 
while  a  great-uncle  of  Mrs.  Walthall  was  senator  Thomas 
H.  Benton,  who  represented  Missouri  for  thirty  con- 
secutive years  in  the  United  States  senate,  and  ranked 
along  with  his 'great  contemporaries  including  such  men 
as  Daniel  Webster  and  Henry  Clay. 

James  DuBose  Walthall  attended  school  in  the  Marion 
Academy  at  Marion,  a  town  that  for  several  generations 
has  been  an  educational  center  in  Alabama.  Coming 
to  Texas  when  a  youth,  practically  his  entire  career 
has  been  spent  in  this  state,  with  his  home  at  San 
Antonio.  Though  of  an  old  and  influential  famUy,  Mr. 
Walthall  has  shown  the  independent  spirit  of  achieve- 
ment, and  paid  his  own  way  through  the  University  of 
Texas,  of  which  he  was  a  student  for  three  years  until 
graduating  from  the  law  department  in  1903  with 
the  highest  honors  and  with  the  degree  LL.  B.  On  his 
return  to  San  Antonio  Mr.  Walthall  became  associated 
with  the  distinguished  law  firm  of  Dennmn,  Franklin 
&  McGown,  and  his  ability  soon  gained  him  distinction 
in  his  profession.  After  four  years,  in  October,  1907, 
Mr.  Walthall  was  appointed  fifth  assistant  attorney 
general  of  the  state  under  Attorney  General  Davidson. 
Subsequently  he  was  promoted  to  third  assistant  attorney 
general,  and  still  later  first  assistant,  a  position  he  held 
for  two  years.  During  a  considerable  portion  of  that 
two  years  he  was  acting  as  attorney  general  in  the 
absence  of  the  chief  in  the  office.  In  the  latter  part 
of  July,  1912,  Governor  Colquitt  appointed  Mr.  Walthall 
attorney  general  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  Jewel 
P.  Lightfoot,  and  he  filled  the  office  until  the  expiration 
of  the  regular  term,  on  January  1,  191-1.  In  January, 
1913,  Mr.  Walthall  returned  to  San  Antonio,  and  has 
since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  as 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Terrell,  Walthall  &  Terrell, 
whose  position  in  the  state  bar  is  one  of  enviable 
i;i\  In  that  association  Mr.  Wal- 
large  general  practice  and  repre- 
)>>  largest  corporations,  commercial 
^;.iu  Antonio  and  Southwest  Texas. 
ilr  ili:it  some  attention  should  be 
-  nrnid  while  serving  the  people 
iMv  (.I'liiral's  office.  While  assist- 
ilr.  Walthall  was  vigorous  in  the 
enforcement  of  the  law  and  represented  the  state  in 
much  important  litjgation.  It  was  his  forceful  presen- 
tation and  skillful  defense  which  won  for  the  state  the 
first  case  to  go  before  the  supreme  court  involving  the 
constitutionality  of  Baskin-McGregor  liquor  bill.  He 
also  appeared  and  won  a  number  of  victories  in  suits 
of  the  railroad  commission  against  the  railroads  and 
represented  the  railroad  commission  in  the  case  against 
the  fourteen  principal  Texas  lines  before  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission,  in  what  was  generally  known  as 
the  Southwestern  Rate  Case,  involving  interstate  rates 
into  and  out  of  Texas.  Some  of  his  most  important 
work  in  behalf  of  the  state  was  accomplished  in  the 
handling  of  the  intangible  tax  cases,  about  fifteen  in 
number,  in  which  the  validity  of  the  intangible  tax 
statute  was  sustained.  Even  more  noteworthy  was  the 
Southwestern   oil   case,   as   it   was   popularly   known,   or 
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better  described  as  the  Gross  Eeceipts  tax  case,  involv- 
ing the  entire  gross  receipts  tax  system  of  the  state. 
The  statute  was  fully  sustained  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  though  the  oil  company  was  rep- 
resented by  several  of  the  ablest  corporation  la\Tyers 
of  the  state.  Mr.  Walthall  represented  Texas  in  the 
case  of  Gaar-Scott  &  Co.  vs.  Secretary  of  State,  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  success- 
fully defended  the  entire  franchise  tax  system  of  the 
state  as  applied  to  foreign  corporations.  Another 
federal  suit  in  which  he  was  the  leading  counsel  was 
that  with  the  state  of  Louisiana  involving  a  boundary 
question  between  the  two  states.  Among  other  causes 
in  which  Mr.  Walthall  appeared  before  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  the  case  of  Marcellus  Thomas 
vs.  The  State  of  Texas  brought  him  some  particularly 
flattering  distinction.  This  was  a  case  involving  the 
matter  of  race  discrimination  and  the  right  of  negroes 
charged  with  crime  to  have  members  of  their  own  race 
on  the  grand  and  petit  juries  indicting  and  trying 
them.  Chief  Justice  Fuller  himself  rendered  the  opin- 
ion in  the  court  of  final  resort,  and  that  opinion  has 
been  characterized  by  writers  and  lawyers  in  reviewing 
the  life  of  that  jurist  as  one  of  his  greatest  decisions. 
A  high  compliment  was  paid  to  Mr.  Walthall's  brief 
in  that  case,  since  Judge  Fuller's  opinion  included  a 
large  portion  of  the  brief  in  the  exact  words  in  which 
Mr.  Walthall  had  presented  it  to  the  court. 

Besides  this  splendid  record  before  the  courts,  Mr. 
Walthall  was  many  times  called  upon  to  give  counsel 
to  the  governor  and  heads  of  departments  on  difficult 
and  important  questions.  Again  and  again  the  legis- 
lature acted  upon  advice  coming  from  the  office  of  the 
attorney  general  and  prepared  by  Mr.  Walthall.  He 
drew  many  bills  for  members  of  the  legislature,  and 
not  one  has  ever  been  declared  invalid  by  the  courts. 
As  Mr.  Walthall  is  still  young  in  years,  it  is  not  un- 
reasonable to  anticipate  that  he  will  long  have  a  posi- 
tion among  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of  Texas. 

William  Schertz.  Those  individuals  who  have  given 
of  their  energy,  skill  and  enthusiasm  in  the  building  up 
of  a  community  are  benefactors  of  humanity,  and  their 
names  cannot  "be  held  in  too  high  esteem.  In  every 
undertaking  there  must  be  a  logical  beginning,  and  the 
man  who  lays  the  foundation  of  what  afterwards  may 
become  a  flourishing  city  must  deserve  more  honor 
than  those  who  follow  after  him  and  reap  the  benefits 
of  his  progressive  enterprise.  In  Guadalupe  county,  the 
flourishing  town  of  Schertz  stands  a  memorial  to  the 
enterprise  of  the  Schertz  family,  and  William  Schertz 
above  named  was  chiefly  responsible  for  its  growth  and 
development.  Mr.  William  Schertz,  whose  home  is  in 
San  Antonio,  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  land  owners 
and  farmers  in  that  part  of  the  state,  and  represents 
one  of  the  splendid  pioneer  families  of  Southwestern 
Texas. 

William  Schertz  was  born  on  his  father's  farm  on 
the  Cibolo  at  what  is  now  the  town  of  Schertz  in 
Guadalupe  county  in  1870,  a  son  of  Sebastian  and 
Elizabeth  (Eittiman)  Schertz.  Both  jides  of  the  family 
have  an  interesting  history.  Sebastian  Schertz  was  born 
in  Alsace-Lorraine,  came  to  Texas  in  1843,  two  years 
later  joined  the  Castro  and  Solms-Braunfels  colonies 
which  arrived  in  the  Republic  that  year  as  the  advance 
guard  of  the  great  German  colonization  movement  in 
Texas.  Mr.  Schertz  spent  his  first  two  years  in  San 
Antonio,  lived  for  a  time  at  New  Braunfels,  and  then  on 
a  farm  on  the  Cibolo  River  in  the  southern  part  of  Comal 
county.  Another  move  was  made  to  a  farm  on  the  Guad- 
alupe river,  also  in  Comal  county,  about  twenty-five  miles 
from  New  Braunfels.  After  a  trip  by  wagon  in  1866 
to  Missouri,  he  returned  with  his  family  and  settled 
in  the  southwestern  corner  of  Guadalupe  county,  where 
it  joins  Bexar  and  Comal,  and  engaged  in  farming  on 
an    extensive    scale    and    was    soon    recognized    as    the 


leading  man  of  enterprise  in  that  section.  With  the 
building  of  the  Southern  Pacific  railroad  in  1876  the 
Schertz  cotton  gin  became  the  nucleus  for  a  little  settle- 
ment, and  both  a  railroad  station  and  a  postoffice  were 
established.  Sebastian  Schertz  lived  there  until  his 
death  in  1889. 

Elizabeth  (Eittiman)  Schertz  was  also  born  in  Alsace- 
Lorraine,  but  came  to  this  country  with  the  Castro 
colony.  Her  brother,  John  Eittiman,  who  died  at  his 
home  in  Schertz,  in  the  spring  of  1913,  was  born  in 
Alsace,  came  to  Texas  in  1845  with  the  Castro  colony, 
and  first  located  at  D  'Hanis  in  Medina  county.  He 
experienced  all  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  pioneer 
and  frontier  life,  coming  often  in  contact  with  the 
Indians  as  well  as  with  the  hard  usage  of  primitive 
pioneering.  His  family  subsequently  moved  to  the 
Cibolo  river  in  Guadalupe  county,  and  in  1861  John 
Eittiman  enlisted  with  the  Third  regiment  of  Texas 
Infantry  and  spent  about  four  years  in  the  Confederate 
army,  his  service  being  chiefly  in  this  state.  After  the 
war  he  lived  for  a  great  many  years  in  Comal  county, 
but  in  1903  established  his  home  at  Schertz.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Schertz,  who  is  still  living,  became  the  mother 
of  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  William,  Adolph,  Martin, 
Henry,  Ferdinand  and  Augusta.  All  these  are  still  liv- 
ing at  Schertz  except  Henry,  whose  home  is  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  William,  whose  home  is  now  in  San 
Antonio. 

William  Schertz,  starting  in  as  a  young  man  in  the 
mercantile  business  on  his  home  place,  did  mpre  than 
anything  else  to  establish  the  commercial  center  of 
Schertz,  and  his  store  was  the  first  business  activity 
there  except  the  cotton  gin,  which  his  father  had  estab- 
lished in  1870.  From  1892,  when  he  opened  his  stock 
of  goods  for  the  trade,  William  Schertz  continued 
prosperously  in  the  mercantile  business  until  November 
1,  1907,  a  period  of  fifteen  years.  He  then  sold  out 
to  a  company  composed  of  his  clerks,  who  are  still 
continuing  the  business  under  the  name  of  the  Schertz 
Mercantile  Company.  After  keeping  his  residence  at 
Schertz  untU  July,  1909,  Mr.  Schertz  moved  his  home 
to  San  Antonio.  In  the  spring  of  1913  he  disposed 
of  all  his  remaining  interests  at  the  old  town,  and  is 
now  devoting  his  time  to  his  extensive  land  and  farm 
interests  and  is  one  of  the  largest  owners  of  farm  land 
in  Southwest  Texas.  During  his  residence  at  Schertz 
Mr.  Schertz  also  held  the  office  of  postmaster.  His 
landed  possessions  are  situated  in  Bexar,  Eunnells,  Frio, 
Atascosa,  Caldwell,  Dimmitt,  Gonzales  and  other  coun- 
ties, including  a  farm  at  Mission  in  the  lower  Eio  Grande 
Valley.  Mr.  Schertz  was  reared  on  a  farm,  was  a 
farmer  until  taking  up  mercantile  activities,  and  since 
selling  his  store  has  gone  back  to  his  old  occupation 
and  is  one  of  the  best  managers  of  the  resources  of  the 
soil  in  this  section  of  the  state.  His  farming  opera- 
tions are  conducted  largely  through  tenants  and  from 
his  headquarters  in  San  Antonio  he  is  able  to  keep 
in  close  touch  with  his  properties  by  frequent  visits  in 
almost  every  direction  from  that  city.  While  William 
Schertz  has  withdrawn  from  the  business  activities  of 
the  tovrn  where  he  was  reared,  other  members  of  the 
family  still  keep  up  the  prestige  of  the  name  as  leading 
business  men.  For  a  number  of  years  the  cotton  gin 
established  by  the  father  was  carried  on  by  Adolph  and 
Martin  Schertz,  but  Martin  has  since  retired  from  the 
firm,  and  Adolph  is  sole  proprietor  of  the  gin  and  also 
occupies  the  old  homestead  farm  in  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  William  Schertz,  whose  home  is  at  329  W.  Craig 
Place  in  San  Antonio,  married  Miss  Bertha  Willenbrock, 
who  was  born  in  Bexar  county  just  across  the  line  from 
the  Schertz  place  in  Guadalupe  county.  They  have  a 
young  son,  Edgar  Schertz,  born  in  1901. 

Edward  P.  Mangum.  The  native  sons  of  the  Lone> 
Star  state  have  ably  carried  forward  the  progressive, 
civic  and  industrial  activities  to  which  original  impetus 
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was  given  by  prior  generations,  and  have  well  upheld 
the  prestige  of  the  commonwealth  through  their  sterling 
services.  Such  an  one  is  he  whose  name  initiates  this 
paragraph,  for  he  is  one  of  the  representative  young 
agriculturists  and  stock-growers  of  Hunt  county  and  is 
a  citizen  who  commands  secure  vantage-ground  in  popu- 
lar confidence  and  esteem,  as  is  vouchsafed  by  the  fact 
that  he  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  representative 
of  Hunt  county  in  the  state  legislature,  in  which  his 
record  has  been  marked  by  discrimination,  loyalty  and 
efficiency. 

Mr.  Mangum  was  born  in  Delta  county,  Texas,  on  the 
5th  of  October,  1S79,  and  is  a  son  of  William  E.  and 
Delina  James  (Murray)  Mangum,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  the  state  of  Mississippi  and  the  latter  in 
Illinois,  though  she  was  reared  in  Texas,  to  which  state 
her  parents  removed  when  she  was  a  child.  William  E. 
Mangum  served  as  a  valiant  soldier  of  the  Confederacy 
in  the  Civil  war,  as  a  member  of  a  Mississippi  regiment, 
and  participated  in  important  engagements  marking  the 
progress  of  the  great  conflict  between  the  North  and 
the  South.  About  the  time  of  the  close  of  the  war  he 
eame  to  Texas  and  obtained  a  tract  of  land  in  Delta 
county,  and  soon  after  moved  to  Hunt  county,  where  he 
has  developed  a  large  and  valuable  farm  and  where  he 
has  been  specially  successful  in  his  operations  as  an 
agriculturist  and  stock-grower.  He  has  contributed  in 
generous  measure  to  the  civic  and  industrial  progress  of 
the  county  and  has  been  a  citizen  of  prominence  and  in- 
fluence in  connection  with  public  affairs  of  a  local  order, 
the  while  his  sterling  character  has  gained  and  re- 
tained to  him  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  who 
know  him.  He  is  a  stalwart  in  the  camp  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party;  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  he  mani- 
fests his  continued  interest  in  his  old  comrades  in  arms 
by  retaining  affiliation  with  the  United  Confederate 
Veterans'  Association.  He  has  now  virtually  retired 
from  the  more  onerous  duties  which  long  engrossed  his 
attention,  and  he  and  his  wife  now  reside  in  an  attrac- 
tive home  in  the  little  city  of  Commerce,  Hunt  county, 
about  three  miles  distant  from  the  old  homestead  farm, 
in  Delta  county. 

Hon.  Edward  P.  Mangum  gained  his  early  experience 
in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  homestead  farm  just 
mentioned  and  his  preliminary  educational  advantages 
were  those  afforded  in  the  excellent  public  schools  of 
Commerce,  Hunt  county,  in  which  place  he  continued 
to  reside  until  his  removal  to  Greenville,  the  judicial 
center  of  the  county,  where  he  established  his  home  in 
June,  1912.  His  educational  training  was  most  effec- 
tively supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  celebrated  Van- 
derbilt  University,  in  the  City  of  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
in  which  institution  he  was  a  student  for  part  of  two 
terms,  1901-03,  and  in  which  he  specialized  in  philosophy 
and  political  economy  —  a  line  of  study  that  has  proved 
of  marked  value  to  him  in  his  service  as  a  member  of  the 
legislature  of  his  native  state.  Prior  to  entering  this 
university  he  was  for  a  time  a  student  in  the  East  Texas 
Normal  College,  at  Commerce. 

Mr.  Mangum  took  the  following  degrees  at  East  Texas 
Normal  College:  B.  S.,  B.  A.  and  A.  JVI.  He  taught 
philosophy  and  literature  in  the  institution  for  three 
years  and  is  very  proud  of  the  record  he  made  there  and 
of  the  school.  He  was  one  of  the  youngest  teachers  of 
the  above  branches  in  the  state. 

From  his  youth  to  the  present  time  Mr.  Mangum  has 
taken  a  lively  and  intelligent  interest  in  political  and 
economic  affairs  and  has  been  unwavering  in  his  allegi- 
ance to  the  Democratic  party,  in  whose  cause  he  has 
given  yeoman  service.  In  1910  he  was  elected  a  repre- 
sentative of  Hunt  county  in  the  lower  house  of  the  state 
legislature,  and  he  proved  a  valuable  working  member  of 
that  body  during  the  Thirty-second  general  assembly, 
with  the  result  that  in  November,  1912,  he  was  re- 
elected by  a  most  gratifying  majority,  the  result  at  the 


polls  attesting  not  only  his  personal  popularity,  but  also, 
the  public  estimate  placed  upon  his  services  in  the  legis- 
lature. In  the  Thirty-second  assembly  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  commerce  and  manufactures, 
vice-chairman  of  the  committee  on  state  affairs,  and  a 
member  of  other  important  house  committees.  As  a 
legislator  he  has  been  specially  alert  and  enthusiastic 
in  the  furtherance  of  educational  work  and  his  interest 
in  the  same  has  been  shown  by  his  private  advocacy  of 
progressive  policies  in  the  maintenance  of  the  public- 
schools  and  higher  institutions  of  learning  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Mangum  is  the  owner  of  three  valuable  farms  of 
500  acres,  situated  some  distance  from  the  City  of  Com- 
merce, and  devoted  specially  to  the  raising  of  fine  horses. 
To  this  estate  he  gives  a  careful  supervision  and  he 
takes  pride  in  being  numbered  among  the  progressive 
agriculturists  and  stock-growers  of  his  native  common- 
wealth. He  and  his  wife  are  popular  factors  in  the  rep- 
resentative social  activities  of  Greenville  and  both  are 
zealous  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1912,  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Mangum  to  Miss  Clara  E.  Perkins,  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  George  S.  and  Mary  (Ganes)  Perkins,  of 
Greenville,  the  father  a  leading  lawyer  and  jurist  of' 
northern  Texas. 

Db.  Amcs  Graves,  Sr.  For  thirty-five  years,  or,  until 
his  death  in  1912,  Dr.  Amos  Graves,  Sr.,  was  regarded  as 
a  foremost  member  of  his  profession  in  San  Antonio,  and 
as  a  physician  and  surgeon  not  only  had  the  large  prac- 
tice which  is  the  object  of  every  doctor's  ambition, 
but  enjoyed  some  of  the  finer  distinctions  and  honors 
of  the  profession   in   general. 

Dr.  Amos  Graves,  Sr.,  was  born  in  North  Mississippi 
in  1842.  As  a  young  man  he  served  with  distinction 
as  a  Confederate  soldier  throughout  the  war  under  Gen. 
Nathan  Bedford  Forrest,  having  followed  that  dash- 
ing cavalryman  in  many  of  his  brilliant  campaigns.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  entered  the  medical  department 
of  the  University  of  Virginia,  was  a  student  there  two 
years,  and  finished  his  preparation  for  medicine  in  the 
department  of  the  University  of  Louisiana  (now  Tulane- 
University)  graduating  M.  D.  in  1868.  His  first  choice 
of  location  was  at  Lexington,  Missouri,  where  he  prac- 
ticed with  growing  success  until  1876,  when  on  account 
of  failing  health  brought  on  by  hard  work  as  a  general 
praetioner,  he  removed  to  Texas,  locating  on  a  ranch 
in  Frio  county.  Two  years  of  open  door  life,  employed 
in  looking  after  his  interests  as  a  sheep  raiser,  with 
some  incidental  practice  in  medicine  and  surgery,  fully 
restored  him  to  health,  and  in  1878  he  located  per- 
manently in  San  Antonio.  He  soon  rose  to  the  highest 
rank  in  the  local  medical  fraternity,  and  until  almost 
the  time  of  his  death  was  constantly  engaged  in  a. 
busy  practice.  He  had  the  generosity  and  the  humanity 
of  the  true  physician,  and  a  large  part  of  his  work 
was  performed  without  remuneration.  For  twenty  years. 
Dr.  Graves,  Sr.,  was  medical  director  for  the  San  Antonio 
and  Arkansas  Pass  railroad,  and  from  1888  to  1902 
was  medical  director  of  G.  H.  &  S.  A.  Railroad. 

Outside  of  his  profession  the  senior  Dr.  Graves  made- 
some  highly  successful  ventures  in  business  affairs.  It 
was  he  who  promoted  and  built  the  San  Antonio  Union 
Stock  Yards,  and  also  the  packing  houses  now  known 
as  the  Union  Meat  Company.     Of  the  latter  com-ern  he 

was   for   a   long   time   sole   owner,   but    (iii:ill\     A'-i 1 

of  the  Union  Meat  Co.  and  a  one-halt    m'^  ■  ih. 

Union  Stock  Yards.  He  was  one  of  the  cIl!  .  ■  '  - 
of  the  San  Antonio  Club,  and  had  a  jnoiniMii:  imit 
in  various  other  civic  and  social  organizations,  also 
was  a  member  of  the  county  and  state  medical  societies, 
and  the  American  Medical  Association.  An  esteemed 
and  representative  citizen  of  San  Antonio,  his  death 
after  a  short  illness  closed  a  career  of  great  usefulness^ 

Dr.    Amos    Graves,    Sr.,    was    married    at    Lexington^ 
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Missouri,  in  1869,  to  Miss  Georgia  Eiley  Smith,  who  was 
born  in  Missouri  and  died  January  16,  1914,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five.  There  are  three  children:  Dr.  Amos 
Graves  Jr.,  born  in  1870;  Miss  Jane  Smithie  Graves; 
and  Olive,  wife  of  Major  George  Martin  of  the  U.  S.  A. 
Dr.  Amos  Graves,  Jr.,  whose  birthplace  was  Lexington, 
Missouri,  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  at  San  Antonio, 
attended  the  public  schools,  and  is  a  graduate  in  medi- 
cine from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  having  been 
a  member  of  the  class  of  1892.  For  the  past  twenty-two 
years  he  has  enjoyed  a  large  and  general  practice  as 
a  physician  and  surgeon  at  San  Antonio,  and  his  of- 
fices are  in  the  Moore  building. 

Homer  Eads.  The  training  school  of  railroad  system 
and  discipline  is  constantly  graduating  men  of  excep- 
tional executive  power  into  other  fields  of  commercial 
affairs.  It  was  from  an  eventful  career  in  the  railway 
service  tluit  Homer  Eads,  after  resigning  from  the  posi- 
tion of  superintendent  of  the  International  and  Great 
Northern  Railway  in  the  fall  of  1911,  turned  his  ex- 
perience and  broad  ability  to  insurance.  Mr.  Eads  is 
now  president  and  active  head  of  the  Southwestern 
Casualty 'Insurance  Company  of  San  Antonio. 

It  should  be  said  that  it  was  the  hardest  task  of  his 
life  to  quit  the  railroad,  with  which  he  had  been  con- 
nected for  more  than  thirty  years.  His  high  position 
in  the  railroad  world  was  won  entirely  through  his  own 
efforts.  A  capacity  for  hard  work  and  a  determination 
to  succeed  took  him  from  office  boy  to  superintendent, 
and  in  that  time  he  not  only  mastered  the  art  of  run- 
ning a  railroad  and  mnrinijing  men,  but  has  always  been 
successful  in  wiiiiiiiiir  tlic  inlmiration  of  his  subordinates 
through  his  businr<^  iilnlilv  ;,ii.l  their  friendship  through 
the  charm  of  liis  )..  rsnimlty.  Beginning  as  an  office 
boy  at  the  age  of  nine,  he  liecame  an  expert  telegrapher 
and  dispatcher,  was  promoted  through  various  positions 
to  that  of  superintendent  of  the  San  Antonio  Division, 
extending  from  Palestine  to  Laredo,  four  hundred  and 
twenty-five  miles,  the  longest  and  most  important  rail- 
road division  in  Texas.  At  the  time  of  his  resignation 
he  received  letters  from  Judge  T.  J.  Freeman,  then 
president  of  the  road,  and  from  all  other  officials  and 
ex-officials  of  the  company,  all  of  them  warm  personal 
friends,  many  of  them  of  long  years  standing.  These 
letters  express  the  sincere  regret  of  the  writers  at  Mr. 
Eads'  resignation  and  contains  words  of  the  highest 
commendation  for  his  ability  and  the  unswerving  fidelity 
and  rectitude  of  his  career  as  a  railroad  official.  For 
the  two  years  immediately  preceding  his  resignation, 
there  had  not  been  a  main  line  derailment  on  his 
division,  a  record  practically  unheard  of  in  the  history 
of  railroad  operation.  It  should  also  be  stated  that  Mr. 
Eads  never  asked  for  a  promotion  or  an  increase  in 
salary,  these  favors  always  came  to  him  voluntarily  from 
the  higher  officials.  There  was  every  reason  why  Mr. 
Eads  could  have  gone  much  higher  in  railroad  circles, 
but  he  had  achieved  the  highest  position  possible  that 
would  permit  him  to  live  in  his  home  city,  San  Antonio. 
He  did  not  care  to  leave  the  Alamo  city  on  account  of 
the  long  years  of  association,  both  on  the  part  of  him- 
self and  his  family,  with  the  business  and  social  affairs 
of  that  community,  the  numerous  and  lasting  friend- 
ships formed,  to  say  nothing  of  the  property  interests 
which  he  had  acquired  and  which  he  did  not  care  to 
give  up. 

Homer  Eads  was  born  in  Sumter  county,  Alabama,  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Clementine  (Hight)  Eads,  who 
brought  his  family  from  Alabama  to  Texas  in  1861, 
when  the  subject  "of  this  sketch  was  three  months  old, 
locating  first  at  what  was  then  the  important  river  town 
of  Port  Sullivan  on  the  Brazos  in  Milam  county,  but 
afterwards  going  to  Caldwell  in  Burleson  county.  The 
father  was  a  teacher  by  profession,  and  followed  that 
calling  a  number  of  years  in  this  state,  dying  at  Bryan 
about  forty  years  ago. 


Homer  Eads  began  his  railway  career  as 
at  Hearne  in  the  office  of  H.  M.  Hoxie,  who  for  many 
years  had  charge  of  the  Gould  railway  interests  in  the 
Southwest.  At  that  time  Hearne  was  the  southern 
terminus  of  the  International  and  Great  Northern.  Mr. 
Eads  in  addition  to  running  errands  and  performing 
the  various  duties  of  office  boy,  quickly  learned  the  art 
of  telegraphy,  and  was  given  his  first  responsible  work 
as  station  agent  at  Eiverside,  and  subsequently  was 
promoted  to  the  dispatcher's  office  in  Palestine.  As  the 
construction  of  the  road  was  pushed  south  toward  the 
Mexican  border,  Mr.  Eads  became  operator  and  ticket 
agent  at  Rockdale,  and  eventually  handled  the  work  of 
freight  agent  in  the  same  place. 

During  the  first  fifteen  years  of  his  experience  in 
railroading,  his  superiors  had  found  that  Mr.  Eads  could 
be  depended  upon,  and  possessed  not  only  the  ability 
to  obey  without  question,  Ijut  in  a  ease  where  orders  were 
vague  or  lacking  entirely,  had  the  courage  to  go  ahead 
on  his  own  responsibility  and  do  the  work  or  get  the 
business.  In  1887  he  first  became  a  resident  of  San 
Antonio,  having  been  transferred  to  that  city  as  com- 
mercial agent,  with  the  later  addition  of  general  live 
stock  agent.  Mr.  Eads  has  made  his  home  in  San 
Antonio  since  that  time  with  the  exception  of  about 
two  years  when  he  was  called  to  Palestine  to  assume 
charge  of  the  car  service  department  with  the  title  of 
assistant  to  the  general  manager  and  superintendent  of 
car  service.  Not  being  satisfied  to  live  in  Palestine,  at 
his  own  request  he  was  transferred  again  to  San  Antonio, 
and  given  the  title  of  assistant  general  freight  agent 
in  charge  of  commercial  freight  and  live  stock  with 
headqiiarters  at  San  Antonio.  This  position  brought 
him  very  closely  in  touch  with  the  great  live-stock  inter- 
ests of  Southwestern  Texas,  and  during  the  following 
years  he  exerted  every  effort  to  perfect  conditions  for 
the  transportation  of  live  stock,  and  is  said  to  have 
been  as  much  a  part  of  the  live  stock  interests  in  South- 
western Texas  as  any  other  one  man.  During  his  man- 
agement International  &  Great  Northern  originated 
more  live-stock  shipments  than  any  other  road  in  the 
state. 

In  February,  1907,  Mr.  Eads  was  promoted  from  as- 
sistant general  freight  agent  and  general  live  stock 
agent  to  the  office  of  superintendent  of  the  San  Antonio 
Division  of  the  I.  &  G.  N.,  which  gave  him  charge  of 
the  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  of  track  from 
Palestine  to  Laredo.  This  was  one  of  the  heaviest  and 
most  important  divisions  of  the  Texas  railroad,  and 
during  the  following  four  years  Mr.  Eads  occupied  a 
correspondingly  increased  place  of  influence  in  South- 
west Texas  affairs.  In  the  many  years  of  continued 
service  with  the  International  &  Great  Northern,  Mr. 
Eads  had  filled  many  positions,  telegraph  operator,  sta- 
tion agent,  train  dispatcher,  commercial  agent,  assistant 
general  freight  agent  and  superintendent  of  car  service, 
assistant  to  the  general  manager,  and  later  superintend- 
ent of  the  longest  division  of  the  road. 

In  1911  the  Southwestern  Casualty  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  San  Antonio  was  organized  and  Mr.  Eads  was 
offered  the  presidency  and  general  managership  of  the 
company,  and  a$:er  many  months'  consideration  decided 
to  accept,  both  for  the  reasons  which  have  already  been 
enumerated  and  also  because  of  his  confidence  that  the 
company  had  a  great  future.  Though  the  company 
began  business  at  the  close  of  the  year  1911.  it  has 
since  made  remarkable  strides,  and  in  the  insurance  in 
force,  the  surplus  to  policy  holders  and  in  the  general 
strength  and  resources  of  the  company  organization  it 
stands  as  one  of  the  best  companies  occupying  the  in- 
surance field  of  the  Southwest.  Mr.  Eads  is  also  presi- 
dent of  the  Home  Insurance  Association  of  San  Antonio 
and  is  vice  president  of  the  Southern  Surety  Casualty 
Conference. 

The  career  of  Homer  Eads  has  not  been  one  alto- 
gether of  business   achievements.     San   Antonio  has   no 
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more  enthusiastic  or  persistent  worker  for  the  welfare 
of  the  city,  and  while  devoted  to  the  growth  and  grow- 
ing prestige  of  the  Texas  metropolis,  he  has  worked 
untiringly  for  the  development  of  every  section  about 
San  Antonio.  In  his  position  as  a  railway  official  he  had 
many  opportunities  to  favor  San  Antonio,  and  never 
neglected  one  and  many  times  originated  plans  which 
would  further  advertise  the  city  to  the  world  and  would 
be  the  means  of  bringing  about  improvements  commer- 
cially and  municipally.  He  was  instrumental  in  getting 
two  conventions  of  the  Texas  Cattle  Growers  Associa- 
tion held  in  San  Antonio.  The  San  Antonio  Fair  Asso- 
ciation numbers  him  as  one  of  its  organizers  and  a 
prominent  official,  and  for  some  time  he  had  charge  of 
the  Mexican  features  of_the  fair,  in  1905  having  gone 
to  the  city  of  Mexico  as  chairman  of  a  committee  to 
extend  an  invitation  to  President  Diaz  to  participate  in 
the  fair  and  make  an  exhibit.  He  has  also  been  prom- 
inently identified  with  Carnival  Association,  the  Casino 
Association,  and  many  other  civic  and  social  bodies. 
It  was  Mr.  Eads  who  "helped  to  bring  the  Hot  Sulphur 
Wells  south  of  San  Antonio  into  notice  as  a  resort  and 
sanitarium.  For  eight  years  he  served  as  member  of 
the  lioard  of  managers  of  the  Southwest  Insane  Asylum, 
located  near  San  Antonio,  and  devoted  much  time  to 
bringing  that  institution  to  its  model  conditions  as  a 
public  philanthropy.  In  1906  he  was  appointed  a  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  committee  in  charge  of  the  Chapel 
and  Library  building  presented  to  the  military  post  of 
Fort  Sam  Houston  of  San  Antonio  by  the  residents  of 
that  city,  and  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  campaign 
for  the  raising  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  neces- 
sary to  complete  that  enterprise.  Mr.  Eads  has  done 
much  valuable  work  in  connection  with  the  associated 
charities  of  San  Antonio,  was  chairman  of  the  finance 
committee  two  years,  and  on  January  1,  1914,  was 
unanimously  elected  president  of  the  associated  char- 
ities, filling  the  place  voluntarily  vacated  by  Dr.  Frank 
Paschal.  Prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  Mr,  Eads  is  a 
Knights  Templar  in  the  York  Eite  and  has  taken  thirty- 
two  degrees  of  the  Scottish  Eite,  and  also  affiliates 
with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  belongs  to  the  Travis  Club 
and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  San  Antonio.  Mr. 
Eads  has  one  of  the  beautiful  homes  in  San  Antonio, 
and  his  wife  is  an  active  leader  in  social  circles.  He 
has  two  sons  and  a  charming  daughter.  Miss  Helen  G. 
Eads. 

HoMEK  T.  Wilson,  Jr.,  M.  D.  This  is  a  uame  with 
prominent  associations  in  Texas.  The  senior  is  Rev.  Dr. 
Homer  T.  Wilson,  noted  as  a  minister  and  lecturer  and 
one  of  the  most  prominent  platform  orators  and  public 
speakers  in  the  country.  The  junior  of  the  name  is  a 
young  physician  and  surgeon  of  San  Antonio. 

Eev.  Dr.  Homer  T.  Wilson  was  born  at  Bardstown, 
Kentucky,  March  29,  1850,  was  reared  in  that  locality, 
and  was  educated  in  the  University  of  Kentucky  at 
Lexington,  the  university  then  being  known  as  Tran- 
sylvania University.  In  that  institution  he  prepared 
for  the  ministry,  and  on  leaving  college  began  his  active 
work  as  a  preacher  and  pastor  of  the  Christian  denomin- 
ation and  occupied  a  number  of  important  positions  in 
the  church  in  Kentucky.  Since  1895  his  home  has  been 
in  Texas,  and  be  became  especially  well  known  at  Fort 
Worth,  where  he  was  for  some  time  pastor  of  the  First 
Christian  church,  and  later  upon  the  organization  of  the 
Third  Christian  church  of  the  city  became  its  pastor. 
Since  1901  Dr.  Wilson  has  lived  in  San  Antonio,  having 
moved  to  that  city  to  take- charge  of  the  Central  Chris- 
tian church.  That  was  a  flourishing  congregation  and 
enjoyed  his  services  as  its  pastor  until  1905.  Dr.  Wilson 
then  retired  from  active  church  work  as  a  minister  in 
order  to  enter  upon  what  must  be  regarded  as  a  larger 
career  on  the  lecture  platform.  His  work  as  a  Chau- 
tauqua and   Lyceum  lecturer   has   brought   him   a   fame 
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and  popularity  in  every  section  of  the  United  States, 
and  it  would  be  impossible  to  estimate  the  .wholesome 
influence  which  emanates  from  a  man  of  his  power  and 
ability.  A  fine  orator,  possessed  of  a  magnetic  pres- 
ence, a  master  of  beautiful  English,  Rev.  Dr.  Wilson 
has  chosen  for  the  subject  of  most  of  his  lectures  moral 
and  religious  themes,  and  the  titles  of  his  best  known 
addresses  are:  "America's  Uncrowned  Queen,"  "The 
Christ  of  History,"  "The  Man  of  Galilee,"  "Sparks 
from  the  Anvil, "  "If  We  But  Knew ' '  and  ' '  Sculptors 
of  Life."  His  work  has  brought  him  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  he  is  particularly  popular  with  the  traveling  man. 
Dr.  Wils.iii  is  iiiAv  and  has  been  for  several  years  Na- 
tional ('li;ipl;iiii  nt  tlic  Travelers  Protective  Association 
■>{    the    r„,t..l    Si;,t,... 

Eev.  Dr.  Wil^mi  married  Annie  Fitzgerald,  and  both 
have  their  home  in  San  Antonio.  Their  seven  children 
are  as  follows:  Dr.  Homer  T.  Wilson,  Jr.,  physician  and 
surgeon  at  San  Antonio;  Edwin  Barrett  Wilson,  who 
at  this  writing  is  a  medical  student  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania ;  Florence,  wife  of  Talbot  O.  Bateman, 
well  known  as  an  artist  and  cartoonist  with  the  ' '  Dallas 
Morning  News;"  Annie,  wife  of  Alfred  Dieckmann  of 
San  Antonio;  Mamie,  wife  of  Dr.  A.  L.  Curry,  of  San 
Antonio ;  Lucile,  widow  of  Victor  Hugo  of  San  Antonio ; 
Corinne,  wife  of  Dr.  Frank  C.  Beall  of  Fort  Worth. 

Dr.  Homer  T.  Wilson,  Jr.,  who  was  born  at  Harrods- 
burg,  Kentucky,  has  enjoyed  the  highest  of  educational 
advantages  in  preparation  for  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, which  he  began  in  San  Antonio  in  1912  and 
which  has  already  brought  him  unusual  success.  He  at- 
tended the  high  school  at  San  Antonio,  graduating  from 
that  school,  and  finished  his  studies  in  the  University  of 
Virginia  at  Charlottesville  in  1906.  His  medical  educa- 
tion was  acquired  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  at 
rhiladel]ihia.  By  competitive  examination  after  grad- 
uation be  was  appointed  on  the  stafl'  of  Bellevue  Hos- 
]iital  in  New  York  City,  which  position  he  held  for  two 
years. 

Dr.  Wilson  has  membership  in  the  County  and  State 
Medical  Societies  and  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Captain  Titus  Caer  Westbeook.  One  of  the  strong 
and  noble  characters  of  Eobertson  county  was  the  late 
Captain  Titus  Carr  Westbrook,  who  here  maintained 
his  home  for  forty  years  and  who  rpinc^jpiitod  Tpxhs  as 
one  of  the  valiant  soldicv^  .■m.l  olticn-;  nT  tlip  ('nnfed- 
eracy  in  the  Civil  war.   II. •  .■.■ini.'   n.   ilir   l.unr   Si.ir  ^tate 

as  a  youth  and  here  he  .•irliir\rd    n.iicudi  iliy   > .'^s   as 

well  as  inviolable  place  in  the  contiiteni-e  and  eslcem  of 
all  who  knew  him.  He  died  at  his  home  in  the  city 
of  Hearne,  Eobertson  county,  on  the  17th  of  September, 
1898,  and  his  memory  is  revered  in  the  community  that 
long  represented  him  home  and  the  stage  of  his  produc- 
tive activities. 

Captain  Westbrook  came  to  Eobertson  county  in  18.59, 
In  company  with  his  mother  and  stepfather,  the  latter 
having  been  Lewis  Wliillield  (air.  who  established  his 
residence  on  lands  in  the  li.li  :illinial  bottoms  of  the 
Brazos  river,  near  Heariie.  i ',i|.t:iiii  Westbrook  was  born 
at  West  Point,  Olav  .nnntv.  Mi^si.-sippi,  on  the  1st  of 
October,  l^t2.  ;n»rwM<  a  -..u  of  Moses  L.  and  Sidney 
(Carr)  \\r^;l.ronli.  M(.^,~  I,.  Westbrook  was  born  in 
Greene  mniity,  Xdith  (  ainliiia,  in  1812,  and  he  passed 
the  closing  years  of  his  life  in  the  state  of  Jlississippi. 
Of  his  children  Charles  A.  came  to  Texas  and  was  a 
resident  of  Lorena,  McLennan  county,  at  the  time  of 
his  death;  Captain  Titus  C,  subje.t  of  this  memoir, 
was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  ;iihl  M.--.-  I.,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  the  city  of  Waco,  Texn-.  \-'.  i  'lie  .leath  of 
her  first  husband  Mrs,  Sidney  (<  :in  w.  ilnnok  became 
the  wife  of  Lewis  W.  Carr,  and  tliry  1.,  ;niie  tlie  parents 
of  one  daughter,  Sidney,  who  is  the  widow  of  Beverly 
Beckham  and  who  resides  at  Hearne,  Robertson  county. 
The  original  American  progenitors  of  the  Carr  family 
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immigrated  from  England  and  settled  in  the  South 
prior  to  the  war  of  the  Eevolution.  The  widow  of  Cap- 
tain Titus  G.  Westbrook  likewise  is  a  representative  of 
the  Carr  family  and  her  husband  was  of  distant  kin- 
ship. Her  paternal  ancestor  who  first  came  from  Eng- 
land to  America  settled  in  Nansemon  county,  Virginia, 
whence  his  descendants  later  removed  to  Greene  county, 
North  Carolina. 

Captain  Westbrook  gained  his  early  educational  dis- 
cipline in  his  native  state  and  supplemented  this  by  at- 
tenting  the  military  school  at  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  an 
institution  in  which  he  was  graduated  in  1859,  the  year 
that  marked  his  arrival  in  Texas.  When  the  Civil  war 
was  precipitated  on  a  divided  nation  he  was  moved  by 
definite  patriotism  and  by  loyalty  to  the  cause  of  the 
Confederacy,  with  the  result  that,  in  the  spring  of 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Fifteenth  Texas  Regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Colonel  Speight,  M.  D.  Herring 
having  been  captain  of  Company  B.  Mr.  Westbrook 
was  commissioned  lieutenant  of  his  company,  and  his 
regiment,  in  the  earlier  period  of  its  service,  was  sta- 
tioned in  turn  on  Galveston  Island  and  at  Camp 
Speight,  at  Milliean,  Texas.  It  was  thereafter  ordered 
to  Arkansas,  where  it  was  stationed  at  Camp  Daniels 
until  the  summer  or  early  autumn  of  1862,  and  in 
October  of  th:it  year  he  proceeded  to  the  city  of  Little 
Rock,  where  it  remained  until  just  before  the  fall  of 
Arkansas  Post.  It  was  then  ordered  to  Fort  Smith, 
Arkansas,  from  which  point  it  next  proceeded,  under 
orders,  to  Camp  Kiamish,  Indian  Territroy.  In  1863 
the  Fifteenth  Texas,  with  its  associate  troops,  was  or- 
dered to  Louisiana  and  to  join  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor  in  repelling  the  advance  of  General  Banks. 
The  brigade  was  commanded  by  General  J.  W.  Speight, 
Sr.,  General  King  and  General  Polignac,  and  it  partici- 
pated in  the  engagements  at  Fordoche  Bayou  Road, 
Bayou  Bourdeau,  Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill,  Marksville, 
and    Yellow    Bayou,   besides    taking    part   in    other    en- 


gagements, of  minor  ordei 
Westbrook  was  slightly  w( 
field,  and  he  contimi.-i  \\  it 
of  the  war.  Ho  wa^  irm^ 
with   the   rank   of   r.-nitain. 


in  that  campaign.  Captain 
i^lcd  at  the  battle  of  Mans- 
his  rommand  until  the  close 
led  out  at  Houston,  Texas, 
id  was  acting  adjutant   of 


his  brigade  at  the  time  of  the  final  surrender  of  the 
Confederate  forces,  his  record  having  been  marked  by 
utmost  gallantry  and  by  much  ability  as  an  officer.  His 
friend  and  comrade.  Dr.  Wallace,  of  Waco,  paid  to 
Captain  Westbrook 's  memory  the  following  tribute  to 
his  status  as  a  man  and  a  soldier :  "In  camp  he  was 
modest  and  unassuming,  kind  and  jovial ;  in  the  thickest 
and  hottest  of  the  raging  battle  he  was  cooler  than 
most  men  on  dress  parade.  Prompt  to  act  and  utterly 
fearless,  he  enjoyed  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his 
men  and  superior  officers.  Knowing  him  as  I  did,  I  can 
truthfully  say  that  he  was  a  friend  as  true  and  tried 
as  Damascus  steel;  ,as  a  soldier  and  patriot,  as  brave 
and  devoted  as  any  man  that  wore  the  gray. ' ' 

In  the  climacteric  period  leading  up  to  the  war  be- 
tween the  States  Captain  Westbrook  was  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  cause  of  his  loved  Southland,  and  he 
believed  thoroughly  in  its  institutions,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  which  he  had  been  reared,  as  his  had  been  a 
slave-holding  family  and  his  original  financial  resources 
were  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  negroes  and  other 
assets  of  the  family  estate  after  the  death  of  his 
father.  His  entire  life  was  one  of  impregnable  integrity 
and  his  devotion  to  principle  was  as  insistent  as  was 
his  courage  in  defending  his  convictions  and  opinions, 
his  nature  having  been  essentially  positive,  though 
marked  by  the  gentleness  and  consideration  that  typified 
fine  breeding  and  the  lack  of  bigotry  and  intolerance. 

After  the  close  of  his  long  and  gallant  military  career 
Captain  Westbrook  returned  to  Mississippi,  where  he 
collected  what  he  could  of  his  portion  of  his  father's 
estate,  which  had  suffered  from  the  ravages  of  the  war, 
his  guardian  having  also  loaned  much  of  the  money  of 


the  estate.  The  funds  which  he  received  he  invested 
in  land  in  the  Brazos  river  bottoms  of  Robertson  county, 
Texas,  where  he  became  associated  with  his  stepfather  to 
a  large  extent  in  development  and  reclamation  work, 
as  much  of  his  land  was  entirely  unimproved.  He  be- 
came a  successful  cotton-grower,  and  with  the  passing 
years  large  and  worthy  success  attended  his  earnest  and 
well  ordered  endeavors.  He  had  admirable  executive  and 
initiative  ability  and  mature  judgment,  and  he  gained 
rank  among  the  wealthy  and  representative  agriculturists 
of  the  Lone  Star  state.  He  was  one  of  the  early  farm- 
ers to  employ  convict  labor  in  Texas,  and  it  was  a  source 
of  enduring  satisfaction  to  him  that  he  was  able  to 
show  kindness  and  consideration  to  the  unfortunate  men 
in  his  employ,  for  his  humane  spirit  was  always  in  evi- 
dence and  showed  itself  in  both  words  and  deeds.  His 
military  education  and  service  made  him  a  stickler  for 
system  and  order,  and  the  officials  of  the  penitentiary 
system  in  Texas  declared  that  Captain  Westl  irook  's 
plantation  was  the  best  ordered  and  managed  from  the 
head  of  the  Brazos  river  to  its  mouth.  The  Captain 
was  most  liberal  and  public-spirited  as  a  citizen  and  he 
contributed  much  to  the  development  and  progress  of 
central  Texas,  along  both  civic  and  material  lines.  He 
was  the  acknowledged  leader  in  effecting  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Hearne  &  Brazos  Valley  Railroad,  and  was 
president  of  the  company  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  politics  Captain  Westbrook  never  wavered  in  his 
allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  was  an  ef- 
fective exponent  of  its  principles.  His  high  civic  ideals 
caused  him  to  take  an  active  part  in  electing  good  men 
to  public  office  and  to  support  all  measures  making  for 
effective  government,  both  state  and  national.  He  was 
a  frequent  delegate  to  the  state  and  county  conventions 
of  his  party  in  Texas  and  was  more  than  once  impor- 
tuned to  become  a  candidate  for  the  legislature,  but  he 
invariably  declined  to  consider  such  overtures  with  favor, 
as  he  preferred  to  devote  himself  to  his  personal  affairs 
and  to  enjoy  the  associations  of  his  ideal  home. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  1878,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Captain  Westbrook  to  Mrs.  Jennie  (Carr) 
Handle,  widow  of  Edward  Thomas  Randle.  They  had 
no  children,  but  the  Captain  accorded  the  highest  pa- 
ternal solicitude  to  the  only  child  of  his  wife  by  her 
previous  marriage,  this  child  having  been  Mary  Randle, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Monroe  Miller  and  who  died 
in  1895,  at  Austin,  Texas.  She  is  survived  by  three 
children,  all  of  whom  reside  at  Hearne,  Robertson 
county, — Monroe,  Nelleen,  and  Handle  Westbrook.  The 
elder  son  chose  as  his  wife  Miss  Hazel  Wood. 

Mrs.  Jennie  (Carr)  Westbrook  survives  her  honored 
husband  and  still  resides  in  Hearne,  where  she  presides 
most  graciously  as  chatelaine  of  her  beautiful  home. 
She  is  a  woman  of  distinctive  culture  and  literary  talent 
and  is  a  most  popular  figure  in  the  social  circles  of  her 
home  community,  as  well  as  in  the  organization  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  in  which  she  has  been 
president  of  T.  N.  Waul  Chapter  since  its  organization, 
in  1903,  besides  which  she  is  vice  president  of  the 
Texas  State  division  of  the  same  noble  fraternal  order. 
Mrs.  Westbrook  is  a  daughter  of  Allen  and  Elizabeth 
(Wooten)  Carr,  her  father  having  been  born  in  Greene 
county.  North  Carolina,  in  January,  1S07,  and  having 
removed  soon  after  his  marriage  to  Loundes  now  Clay 
county,  Mississippi,  where  he  became  a  successful 
planter.  In  1858  Mr.  Carr  came  with  his  family  to 
Texas,  and  he  brought  with  him  100  slaves.  He  settled 
near  the  old  town  of  Washington,  in  Washington  county, 
and  there  he  continued  extensively  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural operations  until  just  b.efore  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war,  when  he  sold  all  of  his  slaves  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  house  servants.  He  died  before  the  close 
of  the  war  and  his  remains  were  laid  to  rest  on  his  old 
homestead  place,  in  Burleson  county.  His  wife  died  in 
Mississippi,  in  1857.  Concerning  their  children  the  fol- 
lowing brief  data  are  available.     Robert,  the  eldest  of 
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the  number,  was  in  California  at  the  inception  of  the 
Civil  war,  but  he  forthwith  returned  to  the  East,  after 
the  battle  of  Bull  Eun.  At  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  he  gave 
such  strenuous  statement  of  his  loyalty  to  the  South 
that  he  was  imprisoned  by  the  Federal  authorities. 
After  his  release  he  raised  a  company  in  Arkansas,  and 
after  a  few  months'  service  with  this  command  he  came 
to  Texas,  where  he  became  a  member  of  the  regiment 
commanded  by  Colonel  John  S.  Ford.  With  this  regi- 
ment he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  passed 
the  closing  years  of  his  life  at  Hearne,  Robertson 
county,  having  previously  lived  for  many  years  at 
Bryan,  Brazos  county,  where  he  was  an  influential  citi- 
zen and  public  official.  He  married  Mary  Fahrenholt 
and  is  survived  by  two  daughters.  Martha  Carr  passed 
her  life  in  Mississippi,  where  she  became  the  wife  of 
William  McMillan,  of  Aberdeen.  Elizabeth  Carr  be- 
came the  wife  of  Thomas  Miller  and  died  at  Houston, 
Texas.  Titus  Carr,  who  died  at  Bryan,  this  state,  was 
a  soldier  of  the  Second  Texas  Eegiment  in  the  Civil 
war.  Mrs.  Westbrook  was  the  next  in.  order  of  birth. 
Allen  B.  Carr  likewise  served  as  a  member  of  the  Second 
Texas  Eegiment  in  the  war  between  the  States,  and  was 
orderly  to  Colonel  William  P.  Eogers  at  Shiloh,  at  the 
time  of  the  historic  capture  of  the  Eobinett  battery. 
He  became  a  prosperous  agriculturist  of  Texas  and 
died  at  Bryan,  Brazos  county,  where  he  had  served 
twenty-two  years  as  city  secretary.  He  left  a  number 
of  children.  William  Wooten  Carr,  who  was  for  many 
years  in  the  mail  service  in  Texas,  married  Miss  Turner, 
and  died  at  Fort  Worth,  in  1885,  leaving  one  son. 

Fr.\nk  L.  Carroll.  On  Jiine  20,  1906,  death  removed 
from  the  circle  of  his  family,  friends  and  associates  in 
Texas  one  of  the  most  forceful  figures  that  southwest- 
ern lumbering  and  business  enterprise  had  known  dur- 
ing the  preceding  forty  years.  In  the  development  of 
the  great ,  lumber  resources  of  the  southwest  the  late 
Frank  L.  Carroll  was  so  conspicuous  that  his  name  be- 
came synonymous  with  the  lumber  industry,  and  for 
many  years  he  was  active  head  of  some  of  the  largest 
lumber  organizations.  By  reason  of  his  success  in  busi- 
ness he  was  in  a  position  to  exert  a  large  influence  in 
public  affairs  and  to  contribute  generously  to  the  growth 
and  betterment  of  institutions  and  the  state.  The  shrine 
of  his  memory  will  always  be  at  Baylor  University,  in 
Waco,  to  which  splendid  college  he  was  one  of  the  most 
liberal  dnnnrs.  Many  tributes  were  paid  to  him  at  his 
passiiiji,  ImiI  :isi(li'  from  the  practical  achievements  of 
his  cariTi.  thi'  lust  words  were  said  when  his  was  char- 
aeterizeil  :is  ''a  well  rounded  life,"  and  when  he  was 
proclaimed  a  ' '  Texas  lumber  man  who  tempered  his 
business  life  with  Christian  principles." 

The  ordinary  facts  of  biography  can  be  briefly  stated. 
Frank  L.  Carroll  was  born  in  Dallas  county,  Alabama, 
May  25,  1831.  He  grew  up  there,  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  had  a  wholesome  training  and  the  in- 
fluences of  a   good   home,   and   in    18-18,   at   the   age   of 


nnd  sisters  and  broth- 
ears  later  Mr.  Car- 
father,  Thomas  A. 
'arroll,  and  the  firm 

for   five   years   did   a 


seventeen,  moved  with  bii^  ]■ 

ers  to  Mansfield,  Louisi^niii 

roll   formed   a  partncislii|i 

Carroll,  and  his  brother,  -In- 

buil.t   a   mill   near   Manstiel 

large   business   as   lumber   manufacturers.      Mr.    Carroll 

afterwards    continued    lumber    milling    at    Natchitoches, 

Louisiana. 

A  loyal  Southerner,  when  the  war  came  on  he  entered 
the  Second  I^ouisiana  Cavalry  and  made  a  record  as  an 
efficient  and  faithful  soldier.  Soon  after  the  close  of 
the  war  he  transferred  his  lumber  interests  to  Texas. 
In  1868,  locating  at  Beaumont,  which  was  then  just 
coming  into  prominence  as  a  lumber  manufacturing 
center,  he  became  associated  with  James  M.  Long,  es- 
tablishing the  old  Long  shingle  and  sawmill.  Subse- 
quently Mr.  Carroll  engaged  in  business  with  Captain 
W.    A.   Fletcher,    and   they   erected    a   plant    at   Village 


Mills,  also  in  the  Beaumont  district.  After  conducting 
operations  together  for  some  years.  Captain  Fletcher 
organized  the  Texas  Tram  &  Lumber  Company,  while 
Mr.  Carroll  organized  the  Beaumont  Lumber  Company. 
The  Beaumont  Lumber  Company,  which  became  one  of 
the  largest  constituent  factors  in  the  Kirby  Lumber 
Company  in  1900,  was  a  business  organization  that  for 
years  represented  the  acme  of  Texas  lumbering  and  was 
the  late  Mr.  Carroll's  greatest  achievement  in  that  busi- 
ness. After  he  had  sold  out  to  the  Kirby  Company  in 
1900,  he  joined  with  his  son,  George  W.  Carroll,  and  J. 
jSf.  Gilbert  and  established  the  Nona  Mills  Company, 
Ltd.,  operating  mills  at  Leesville,  Louisiana,  and  with 
the  main  office  in  Beaumont.  Mr.  Carroll  was  president 
of  that  company  and  also  president  of  the  Nona  Mills 
Company  of  Texas,  which  had  a  mill  at  Odelia,  Texas. 
Mr.  Carroll  was  also  vice  president  of  the  Nash-Bobinsou 
Lumber  Company,  had  large  interests  in  timber  lands 
and  other  lumber  organizations,  and  was  a  director  in 
the  Citizens  National  Bank  of  Waco. 

The  late  Mr.  Carroll  had  his  residence  in  Waco  from 
1882  until  his  death.  On  December  22,  1853,  in  Louisi- 
ana, Frank  L.  Carroll  married  Sarah  J.  Long.  Besides 
Mrs.  Carroll  he  was  survived  by  six  children:  George  W. 
Carroll,  M.  W.  Carroll,  W.  M.  Carroll,  E.  E.  Carroll, 
Mrs.  J.  Frank  Keith,  of  Beaumont,  and  Mrs.  Minnie 
King,  of  Waco. 

The  philanthropies  of  the  late  Frank  L.  Carroll  were 
widespread,  and  the  iuflnenco  of  his  splendid  life  through 
it's  character  and  tlii"iiL:li  its  [iractical  achievements 
could  not  be  estiiiKitcl  m  .my  l.iief  article.  While  the 
help  which  he  extendcil  tn  imlividuals  has  no  record  ex- 
cept in  the  hearts  of  the  recipients,  his  contributions 
to  Baylor  University  at  Waco  are  well  known,  and  he 
was  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  upbuild- 
ing and  development  of  that  institution  of  higher  educa- 
tion. For  a  number  of  years  he  served  as  treasurer  of 
the  university,  and  one  of  his  gifts  provided  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  be  used  in  the  erection  of  a  memorial 
hall.  From  the  university  circles  and  from  many  business 
associates  throughout  the  South  came  heartfelt  tributes  of 
respect  and  admiration  for  the  career  and  personality  of 
this  great  lumberman,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  quote  in 
sufficient  measure  to  indicate  the  strength  and  symme- 
try of  his  character.  From  a  memorial  address  de- 
livered by  a  member  of  the  Baylor  University  faculty 
a  few  sentences  will  be  taken :  "In  this  state,  among 
our  own  people,  the  people  of  the  Baptist  state  con- 
vention particularly,  the  name  of  F.  L.  Carroll  is  a 
household  word.  You  know  him  well,  most  of  you — a 
man  of  simple  life  and  few  words,  qiiiet,  unobtrusive, 
modest,  never  ailvi-i  t  ismj;  Innisclf  as  men  are  wont  to, 
no  orator,  never  pd^mi;  ;iv  IchUt  of  the  people,  a  cham- 
pion of  their  viitm^  m  .-iii  iidvnoate  of  their  cause  — 
never  posing  as  iniytluiit;,  imlci'd.  claiming  nothing, 
boasting  nothing,  sini].ly  living  n  finu.il  liti>;  a  hard 
worker,  thrifty,  with  few  wants;  si,in<ji,ii-  m  the  rank 
and  file  of  men,  asking  no  qurirl.r  :ii]il  i;uiiig  none; 
with  the  love  and  the  i.ursnlt  of  nghl,  ami  a  prophet's 
wrath  against  wroii-;    his  litr  devoid  alike  to  the  outer 

world,   of  tragic  or   t hnii;    iiiri.lent;    no   learned  titles 

to  his  name,  a  plain  ronmionor  —  what  claim  has  he  to 
a  day  like  this  in  the  courts  of  the  people,  singled  out 
as  one  among  ten,  ay,  ten  times  ten  thousand?  »  •  » 
While  his  ample  wealth  would  not  classify  him  among 
millionaires,  and  while  his  vocation  and  activities  would 
not  enroll  him  among  statesmen  or  generals  or  inventors, 
or  his  learning  among  technical  scholars,  yet  he  has 
well  earned  in  its  rarest  sense  that  prefix  'great'  in  the 
amplitude  of  his  life,  in  those  qualities  that  make  mil- 
lionaire and  statesman  and  general  inventor  and  scholar 
both  respectable  and  efficient,  and  add  wealth  and 
worth  and  body  and  magnitude  to  fame  —  the  qualities 
of  plain  living  and  homely  honesty  and  everyday  re- 
liableness.    *     »     ♦ 

for  us  today  and  for  all  time  to  come 
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is  bodied  forth  in  the  total  veracity  of  his  life  and  in 
his  wide  and  wise  generosity.  Honest,  every  inch  of 
him,  never  a  tainted  dollar  touched  his  hands  but  was 
sanctified  anew;  genuine  to  the  core,  sincere  —  I  do  not 
use  these  words  lightly  —  honest,  sincere,  no  sham-man, 
but  God's  modest,  highborn  gentleman.  *  *  *  With 
such  veracity  and  such  honesty  as  clarify  the  fogs  and 
glooms  of  time,  with  the  widest  sanities  of  business  and 
religion  and  their  unfailing  practice  he  measured  up  to 
the  highest  standards  set  for  men,  and  we  cannot  else 
but  love  him  well  and  hold  his  memory;  and,  speaking 
for  the  faculty,  in  this  building  which  is  a  perpetual 
memorial  to  his  name,  we  honor  him  as  a  man,  as  a 
Christian  gentleman,  as  a  neighbor,  as  a  citizen,  as  a 
benefactor,  as  a  patron  of  learning,  as  an  example  and 
an  inspiration.  We  honor  him  for  the  total  veracity  of 
his  life,  for  this  buUding  whose  grateful  service  shall  fin 
the  future  with  its  helpful  memories;  but  a  greater 
building  and  a  wider  ministry  than  this  he  has  left  us, 
the  building,  the  ministry,  and  the  memory  of  his  noble 
Ufe." 

The  career  of  the  late  Mr.  Carroll  was  remarkable  not 
only  in  the  brilliant  success  which  he  attained,  but  in  the 
fact  that  it  was  won  not  by  speculation  but  by  rare 
business  foresight  and  acumen,  the  ability  to  forecast  the 
value  of  projected  enterprises.  He  never  failed  in  any 
of  his  business  ventures,  for  the  sufficient  reason  that, 
guided  by  integrity  of  purpose,  he  never  engaged  in  any 
project  that  was  not  honorable  and  for  which  there  was 
not  a  legitimate  demand.  His  business  career  was  a 
series  of  unbroken  successes,  because  his  judgment  was 
unerring,  his  energy  unfailing  and  his  will  indomitable. 

The  four  dominant  principles  of  his  life  were  said  to 
have  been  individuality,  truth,  honesty,  will.  But  above 
all  he  acquired  the  supreme  attribute  of  character — the 
vital  force  that  underlies  all  worthy  accomplishments, 
that  commands  honor  and  affection,  that  is  the  basis  of 
all  enduring  greatness,  that  lives  on  when  the  earthly 
tabernacle  is  dissolved.  Men  trusted  the  late  Mr.  F.  L. 
Carroll,  believed  in  him,  honored  him.  "It  is  necessary 
that  a  man  be  true — not  that  he  live. ' ' 

Frederick  H.  Kingsbukt.  Frederick  H.  Kingsbury 
has  served  eight  years  as  assistant  county  attorney  of 
McLennan  county,  having  given  service  under  five  suc- 
cessive incumbents  of  the  county  office,  his  principal  at 
the  present  time  being  John  McNamara.  His  oflSeial 
duties  keep  him  at  AVaco,  the  county  seat,  and  that 
city  has  been  his  home  since  boyhood. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  was  born  in  Oxford,  Granville  county. 
North  Carolina,'  on  December  2,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of 
Russell  H.  and  Elizabeth  L.  (Gilliam)  Kingsbury.  The 
father,  who  was  born  in  Clyde,  New  York,  in  1813, 
came  to  Texas  in  1871,  settling  in  Waco,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  for  a  number  of  years  until  his 
death  in  1890.  The  mother  was  born  in  South  Hampton 
county,  Virginia,  in  18^6  and  died  in  1908.  They  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children:  Henry  P.,  Williams  G., 
Katherine  S.,  Eussell  H.,  Charles  P.,  Percy  C,  Eliza- 
beth L.,  Frederick  H.  and  Bettie  C.  Kingsbury. 

Frederick  H.  Kingsbury  was  educated  in  private 
schools  and  in  the  W^co  University,  now  Baylor  Uni- 
versity, up  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  At  that  early 
age  he  went  on  a  ranch,  spent  eight  years  in  that  way, 
and  after  his  return  to  Waco  read  law  with  Judge  L.  C. 
Alexander.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1886  when  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  his  success  has  been  one  of  steady 
and  consistent  growth  from  that  time  until  the  present. 
His  private  practice  is  carried  on  in  the  state  and  Fed- 
eral courts,  and  is  along  general  lines,  while  he  has 
long  served  as  asssistant  •  county  attorney,  the  county 
attorneys  under  whom  he  has  acted  having  been  succes- 
sively T.  A.  Blair,  J.  W.  Taylor,  Pat  M.  Nefif,  C.  F. 
Thomas  and  John  McNamara.  Mr.  Kingsbury  was  for 
Beven  years  a  member  of  the  Waco  Life  Guards  and  is 


a    member    of    the    Young    Mens'    Business    League    of 
Waco. 

On  April  19  1899,  Mr.  Kingsbury  married  Miss  Oc- 
tavia  H.  Phillips,  daughter  of  J.  L.  Phillips,  a  Baptist 
minister  of  Waco.  They  have  no  children.  Mr.  Kings- 
bury is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics.  He  owns  a  nice  residence  in  Waco, 
and  it  is  at  home  that  he  finds  his  principal  recreation, 
gardening  being  a  favorite  pastime  with  him  and  one 
in  which  he  is  especially  successful. 

Miss  Maid  J.  Allen.  It  would  be  impossible  for  the 
biographer  to  write  a  better  appreciation  of  the  life  and 
services  of  Miss  Maid  J.  Allen,  of  Georgetown,  than 
those  which  have  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  the 
leading  newspapers  and  periodicals  of  Texas.  One  of 
the  most  brilliant  women  of  her  day,  her  personality 
has  been  impressed  upon  the  people  not  alone  in  the 
line  of  newspaper  work,  but  in  the  various  activities 
of  life  which  make  for  moral  educational  and  religious 
advancement.  Editors  and  writers  throughout  the  state 
have  been  unanimous  in  their  admiration  of  her  genius 
and  achievements,  and  it  may  not,  therefore,  be  inappro- 
priate to  quote  from  their  various  notices  in  placing  a 
review  of  her  career  before  the  public.  A  short  pre- 
liminary sketch,  however,  will  cover  several  salient  points 
not  mentioned  elsewhere. 

Miss  Allen  is  a  granddaughter  of  Elisha  Allen  who 
was  of  a  line  of  patriotic  ancestors,  a  Texas  pioneer, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Williamson  county,  and  one 
of  the  gallant  band  under  Gen.  Sam  Houston,  who  on  the 
battlefield  of  San  Jacinto,  April  21,  1836,  won  for  the 
Republic  of  Texas  her  independence.  His  brothers,  Peter 
and  Nathaniel  Allen,  were  soldiers  of  the  War  of  1812 
and  his  kinsmen  rendered  valiant  service  in  the  Con- 
federate army  during  the  Civil  war.  Miss  Allen  is  a 
daughter  of  George  A.  and  Susan  (Eoberson)  Allen. 
She  was  given  excellent  educational  ad%'antages,  and 
began  newspaper  work  in  1901,  at  Bartlett,  Texas, 
where  she  remained  three  years.  At  that  time  she  took 
up  work  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  as  referred  to  in 
a  subsequent  article,  and  after  continuing  thus  engaged 
for  a  year  went  to  Granger  and  established  the  Granger 
News,  of  which  she  was  editor  and  owner  about  two 
years.  At  that  time  she  purchased  the  Commerce  Com- 
mercial, at  Commerce,  Texas,  which  she  edited  for  five 
years,  and  since  severing  her  connection  therewith,  in 
June,  1913,  has  devoted  herself  principally  to  special 
edition  work,  although  her  name  is  frequently  found 
over  poetry,  articles  and  stories  appearing  in  the  lead- 
ing magazines  and  newspapers  of  the  country.  She  is  a 
Daughter  of  the  Texas  Republic,  a  Daughter  of  the  Con- 
federacy, a  member  of  the  State  Press  Association  and 
the  Pythian  Sisters,  a  charter  member  of  Granger  Re- 
bekah  Lodge,  and  a  member  of  various  literary  and 
social  clubs.  She  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Edi- 
torial Association,  at  Chicago,  in  1912,  and  has  served 
as  essayist  of  the  Texas  Press  Association  and  been 
honored"  in  every  possible  way  by  the  Central  Texas  Press 
Association,  of  which  she  was  president  for  three  years. 
In  1907  the  largest  meeting  of  the  association  ever  held 
gathered  at  her  home  town  of  Granger.  Miss  Allen  has 
been  a  member  of  the  State  Historical  Association  since 
1907.  Her  religious  connection  is  with  the  Christian 
church. 

The  following  letter,  one  of  hundreds  received  by  Miss 
Allen  in  a  like  vein,  came  to  her  from  Prof.  J.  C.  Chilton, 
of  Hill's  Business  College,  Waco:  "On  retiring  from 
the  Bartlett  News  as  editor-in-chief,  please,  as  an  old 
subscriber,  allow  me  to  say  that  the  Bartlett  Neit's 
under  your  management  has  been  a  welcome  visitor  to 
me  every  week  for  the  past  three  years,  and  that  I  have 
always  considered  it  one  of  the  nicest,  neatest  cleanest 
and  newsiest  little  papers  published  in  the  great  state 
of  Texas.  You  certainly  have  done  a  good  part  by 
Bartlett.     I  know  not  what  you  may  have  in  view  for 
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the  future  but   do  know  that  you  will  make   a  success 
of  any  line  of  work  that  you  may  take  up. ' ' 

The  following,  from  the  Smi  Antonio  Express,  voices 
the  opinion  of  Texas  newspapers  in  general:  "Miss 
Allen  is  a  fine  example  of  the  capable  woman  in  busi- 
ness. She  runs  a  newspaper  and  runs  it  capitally,  hav- 
ing the  full  confidence  of  her  fellow-citizens  and  her 
fellow-craftsmen  of  the  Central  Texas  Press  Association, 
of  which  she  is  president,  and  who  have  never  failed 
to  honor  her  when  opportunity  offered. " 

At  the  time  of  Miss  Allen's  removal  to  Granger,  the 
Belton  News  commented  as  foltows:  "Miss  M.  J.  Allen, 
former  editor  of  the  Bartleti  News,  is  now  in  Granger 
making  arrangements  to  put  in  a  paper  at  that  place. 
Miss  Allen  is  a  successful  newspaper  woman  and  since 
she  sold  the  News  has  been  connected  with  the  Texas 
Pythian  BatMer-Knight ,  and  the  Texas  Eailway  and 
Industrial  Journal  of  Fort  Worth,  and  if  she  handles 
her  Granger  property  as  she  did  her  Bartlett  paper  the 
people  of  Granger  may  well  congratulate  themselves  on 
receiving  such  a  wide-awake  and  energetic  newspaper 
woman."  At  the  same  time  the  Pythian  Banner-Knight 
said  editorially:  "The  Banner-Knight  can  testify  to 
all  the  Neics  says  of  Miss  Allen.  She  does  not  know 
the  word  'Fail.'  It  is  not  in  her  vocabulary.  Energy 
and  push  with  business  qualities  rarely  found  in  her 
sex  will  warrant  us  in  saying  in  advance  that  the 
Granger  News  will  be  a  success."  Further  comment 
was  made  by  the  Temple  Tribune,  as  follows :  "An  item 
of  interest  to  the  many  friends  of  Miss  Allen,  who  has 
been  traveling  for  the  Banner-Knight  is  that  she  has 
purchased  the  Granger  Times  and  will  conduct  that 
paper,  changing  its  names  to  the  News.  Miss  Allen 
has  worked  out  a  problem  without  saying  much  about 
it.  She  went  into  a  newspaper  office  at  Bartlett,  'stick- 
ing type,'  and  finally  acquired  the  property,  greatly 
improved  it,  and  sold  it  out  at  a  good  figure.  She  now 
takes  hold  of  a  fine  paying  business  at  Granger  and  it 
is  safe  to  say  that  she  wiU  improve  it  and  will  make 
about  as  much  money  as  the  ordinary  mercantile  enter- 
prise. With  all  these  things  accomplished,  Miss  Allen 
has  not  grown  old,  nor  has  she  lost  her  good  looks  nor 
her  womanly  graces.     Some  wonien  can  do  things. ' ' 

The  Farm  and  Banch,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  in  its  issue 
of  April  2,  1904,  speaks  as  follows :  ' '  Miss  Allen  is  a 
successful  newspaper  woman,  owning  and  editing  and 
publishing  the  Bartlett  News.  Poems  and  sketches 
from  her  pen  have  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  the 
Household.  The  News  is  one  of  the  best  papers  of  its 
class  in  the  state  and  enjoys  the  hearty  support  of 
large  portions  of  surrounding  counties  of  Bell,  William- 
son and  Milan.  Miss  AOen  is  a  Texas  product,  her 
grandfather,  Elisha  Allen,  having  settled  in  Bell  county 
many  years  prior  to  the  Civil  War.  Early  thrown  upon 
her  own  resources  by  the  death  of  both  parents  through 
her  tact,  energy  and  mental  ability  she  has  made  herself 
mistress  of  her  chosen  calling.  Though  timid  and  re- 
tiring in  her  nature,  she  has  won  for  herself  many 
friends,  and  a  host  of  patrons,  as  is  ])roven  by  the 
number  of  pleased  subscribers  of  the  News. ' ' 

The  following  extract  is  taken  from  the  McGregor 
Mirror:  "Miss  Allen  is  a  bright,  talented  lady,  one 
whom  it  is  an  honor  to  know.  She  is  capable  in  busi- 
ness and  versatile  with  the  pen.  For  the  past  year  she 
has  been  president  of  the  Central  Texas  Press  Associa- 
tion, a  position  she  fills  with  credit  to  the  organization." 
In  commenting  on  the  foregoing,  the  Temple  Mirror 
said:  "To  all  of  which,  the  Mirror  can  say  'amen.' 
Miss  Allen  is  one  of  the  two  lady  publishers  who  are 
members  of  the  T.  P.  A.  She  is  president  of  the  C.  T. 
P.  A.  embracing  some  twelve  counties,  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Bell  County  Press  Association,  where  she 
learned  the  art  of  the  preservation  of  all  arts,  and  since 
the  death  of  her  parents  many  years  ago  has  been  the 
means  of  the  only  support  of  a  large  family  of  brothers 
and  sisters  left  to  her  care  to  educate  and  clothe.     She 


was  for  several  months  the  traveling  representative  for 
the  Gresham  Printing  Company,  publishers  of  the  Texas 
Pythian  Banner-Knight;  it  was  here  that  her  true 
worth  was  discovered  as  a  gracious  lady,  a  painstaking 


rhich   time,   four 


years  ago, 


•y  Grand  Lodge  convention  for 
that  paper.  She  numbers  her  friends  by  the  thousands, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  order  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
Such  a  lady  deserves  the  best  the  world  can  give. ' ' 

The  appreciation  that  follows  appeared  in  the  Fort 
Worth  Becord:  "Miss  Maid  J.  Allen  is  one  of  the 
young  women  of  Texas  who  has  made  a  notable  success 
in  life  by  reason  of  her  lovable  traits  of  character,  her 
devotion  to  her  duty  and  her  firmness  of  resolve  when 
she  determined  to  accomplish  a  given  object.  And,  above 
all,  she  has  retained  her  delightfully  feminine  demeanor, 
demonstrating  that  any  woman  can  be  of  great  im- 
portance in  this  world  and  do  a  noble  work  for  the 
public  without  losing  her  feminine  charm.  Miss  Allen 
has  the  love  and  esteem  of  every  member  of  the  profes- 
sion in  Texas.  She  has  made  a  notable  success  of  the 
Granger  News,  all  of  which  she  rightly  deserves,  and 
nowhere  are  she  and  her  efforts  honored  more  than  in 
the  town  in  which  her  lot  has  been  cast." 

In  closing  this  all  too  brief  and  woefully  inadequate 
review  of  one  of  the  foremost  women  of  Texas,  a  few 
excerpts  will  be  taken  from  a  number  of  press  notices 
which  appeared  at  the  time  of  her  connection  with  the 
Commerce  Commercial. 

"Miss  Maid  J.  Allen,  one  of  the  madame  editors  of 
the  Texas  Press  Association,  and  an  experienced  news- 
paper woman  has  purchased  the  Commerce  Commercial 
and  will  henceforth  pilot  that  sheet  over  the  journalistic 
sea.  We  welcome  Miss  Allen  to  this  section  of  the 
Lord 's  vineyard  and  wish  her  success. ' ' — Ladonia  News. 
"Miss  Maid  J.  Allen  one  of  the  popular  and  successful 
Madam  editors  of  the  state,  has  assumed  charge  of  the 
Commerce  Commercial  and  will  be  its  editor  and  pub- 
lisher. Miss  Allen  is  a  charming  editor  and  successful 
publisher,  and  we  are  indeed  glad  to  see  her  return  to 
the  fold  of  newspaperdom. " — Mineola  Monitor.  "Miss 
Maid  J.  Allen  has,  we  understand,  purchased  the  Com- 
merce Commercial  and  will  have  charge  of  that  paper 
in  the  future.  Miss  Maid  is  one  of  the  best  newspaper 
women  in  the  whole  state,  and  is  extended  a  hearty 
welcome  to  the  press  of  North  Texas.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Press  Association,  and  is  well  known 
to  the  press  gang  as  a  most  excellent  young  lady. ' ' — • 
Honey  Grove  Citizen.  "The  Tribune  is  gratified  to 
learn  that  Miss  Maid  J.  Allen,  erstwhile  of  the  Granger 
News  and  for  a  year  president  of  the  Central  Texas 
Press  Association,  will  again  be  a  'newspaper  woman' 
— and  that  she  is  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term.  She 
has  purchased  an  interest  in  and  will  be  editor  of  the 
Commercial  at  Commerce,  Hunt  county.  Miss  AUeu 
has  a  host  of  friends,  true  friends,  among  the  news- 
paper folk  of  this  state.  She  has  been  creditably  suc- 
cessful as  an  editor  and  published  and  her  personality 
is  engaging  and  interesting.  A  brave,  capable  woman 
is  Miss  Allen,  and  in  our  opinion  the  community  that 
commands  her  presence  and  influence  as  the  head"  of  its 
newspaper  is  to  be  congratulated.  Success  to  you.  Miss 
Allen." — Waco   Tribune. 

John  A.  Cooper.  In  1910  the  electorate  of  Titus 
county  chose  for  the  office  of  sheriff  one  of  the  citizens 
of  the  county  who  had  spent  all  his  life  here  and  who 
had  long  been  known  as  a  successful  young  farmer  and 
a  public  spirited  and  progressive  citizen.  Mr.  Cooper 
brought  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in  the  important 
office  of  sheriff  a  degree  of  efficiency  and  fidelity  such 
as  had  made  his  conduct  of  the  affairs  a  standard  which 
his  successors  may  well  strive  to  attain. 

John  A.  Cooper  was  born  near  Argo,  in  the  northeast 
part  of  Titus  county,  Texas,  August  19,  1870.  His 
parents  were  William  and  Beatrice  K.  (Flippin)  Cooper. 
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The  father,  who  was  a  native  of 
Titus  county,  Texas,  the  same  year  this  county  was 
organized,  in  1846,  and  became  a  pioneer  settler  in  the 
wilderness  region  which  then  comprised  most  of  north- 
eastern Texas.  As  a  farmer  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  the  county,  and  was  a  citizen  whose  integrity 
and  character  were  ne%er  questioned,  and  who  always 
enjoyed  to  the  fullest  the  esteem  of  his  neighbors. 

The  present  sheriff  of  Titus  county  was  born  and 
reared  on  a  farm  and  with  a  fair  education  obtained  in 
the  public  schools  at  an  early  age  applied  himself  with 
characteristic  industry  to  the  business  of  farming,  fol- 
lowing the  industry  actively  until  he  was  thirty  years 
of  age.  His  public  career  began  as  constable,  a  posi- 
tion which  he  held  for  four  years.  In  1910  occurred 
his  first  election  to  the  office  of  sheriff,  and  in  1912  he 
was  re-elected.  Mr.  Cooper  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
citizens  of  the  county,  and  his  record  has  been  very 
gratifying  to  his  numerous  friends.  Since  taking  the 
office  of  sheriff  his  home  has  been  at  the  county  seat. 
Mount  Pleasant.  He  owns  a  good  farm  in  the  county, 
and  is  a  substantial  man  of  affairs  as  well  as  promi- 
nent in   political  life. 

Mr.  Cooper  has  been  three  times  married.  His  pres- 
ent wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Miss  Minnie  Gray,  a 
daughter  of  E.  J.  Gray,  county  commissioner  of  the 
fourth  precinct  of  Titus  county  for  a  number  of  years, 
was  born  in  this  county.  The  six  children  comprising 
the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooper  are  named  as  fol- 
lows: Mrs.  Kinnie  Luke;  Jessie,  who  on  the  9th  of 
February,  1914,  married  Sam  Wilson  a  son  of  W.  F. 
Wilson,  a  merchant  of  Mount  Pleasant  and  also  one  of 
the  wealthiest  farmers  in  this  section  of  the  state;  and 
Lorine,  Annie,  John  Edward  and  Lester  Lee. 

J.  Amos  Fleming,  president  of  the  Citizens  Guaranty 
State  Bank  of  Lindale,  has  for  many  years  been  actively 
identified  with  the  sawmilling  interests  of  East  Texas. 

Mr.  Fleming  was  born  in  Smith  county,  Texas,  July 
15,  1870,  and  his  education, — except  that  which  he  ob- 
tained at  coimtry  school  during  the  winter  months — 
has  been  received  through  the  channels  of  business. 
He  remained  on  the  farm  until  he  had  passed  his 
majority,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  sawmilling, 
at  first  on  a  small  scale  in  Smith  county.  Afterward 
he  moved  into  Wood  county,  where  he  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  his  subsequent  business  success.  To  detail  the 
movements  by  which  the  smile  of  Fortune  was  attracted 
to  him  would  add  little  more  than  personal  or  family 
interest  to  the  narrative,  so  we  forbear  and  give  only 
the  salient  facts  of  Mr.  Fleming's  rather  brief  career. 

Mr.  Fleming  engaged  in  the  banking  business  in  Lin- 
dale as  the  successor  of  W.  E.  Stewart  in  the  First 
National  Bank,  which  institution  was  liquidated  and 
revived  with  a  new  name,  The  Citizens  Guaranty  State 
Bank,  with  a  capital  of  $20,000.  This  reorganization  was 
effected  in  February,  1912,  and  Mr.  Fleming  was  made 
president;  T.  J.  Morris  vice  president;  W.  R.  Ward, 
cashier.  Other  enterprises  with  which  Mr.  Fleming  is 
connected  are  the  Lindale  Canning  Company  and  the 
Farmers  Canning  Company,  in  both  of  which  he  is  a 
stockholder;  and  he  has  large  fruit-growing  and  stock 
interests.  Also  he  is  largely  interested  in  cotton  grow- 
ing, and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Lindale  General  Com- 
pany. 

Of  Mr.  Fleming 's  parentage,  we  record  that  the  late 
Amos  M.  Fleming,  who  died  near  Lindale  in  1892,  was 
his  father.  Amos  M.  Fleming  was  born  at  Milton, 
Flordia,  in  1826.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  came 
to  Texas,  and  in  Smith  county  this  State  he  passed  the 
rest  of  his  life  as  a  farmer.  In  the  war  between  the 
States  he  served  as  a  Confederate  soldier.  He  married 
in  Smith  county  Miss  Aran  Chambers,  who  survived  him 
a  number  of  years.  She  died  in  February,  1912.  Their 
children  are:  J.  Amos,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Jesse 
L.,  of  Lindale,  Texas;  Julia,  wife  of  James  Thedford, 


of  Palestine  Texas  and  Ida  who  died  unmarried.  Amos 
M.  Fleming  had  been  previously  married  to  Nancy  Cham- 
bless  and  the  children  of  his  first  wife  are  Maude,  wife 
of  Caleb  Simmons,  of  Texas;  "Sis,"  widow  of  William 
Heghey,  of  Smith  county,  Texas;  Columbus  and  Sula, 
of  the  same  county,  the  latter  being  the  wife  of  John 
Bowman;  Aden,  deceased;  Milton  of  Smith  county;  Gus, 
of  Kusk  county;  and  Mattie,  wife  of  Lon  Pranks,  of 
Oklahoma. 

In  February,  1891,  J.  Amos  Fleming  married  Miss 
Dora  Ferryman,  daughter  of  James  Ferryman,  a 
prominent  citizen  and  faftner  of  Lindale.  Seven  chil- 
dren have  been  given  to  them,  namely:  Elmer,  Esther, 
Amos,  Eva,  Ora,  Pauline  and  J.  W.  all  of  whom  are 
living  except  Eva,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  Fleming's  fraternal  relations  are  confined  to  a 
membership  in  the  Woodmen  of  the  World;  politically, 
he  is  a  Democrat,  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  set  out 
in  the  creed  of  the  Baptist  church,  of  which  he  is  a 
member.  His  identity  with  Lindale  has  been  marked 
with  many  activities,  all  of  which  have  contributed  to 
the  material  growth  and  welfare  of  the  town.  He  has 
erected  four  of  its  several  blocks  of  new  brick  business 
houses,  and  his  support  is  always  given  to  any  move- 
ment tending  toward  betterment.  While  his  own  ad- 
vantages for  schooling  were  limited,  he  is  a  progressive 
on  school  matters  and  is  a  member  of  the  school  manage- 
ment of  the  town. 

Augustine  Haidusek,  a  native  of  Moravia,  was  a 
member  of  the  first  colony  «f  that  nationality  to  settle 
in  Texas  west  of  the  Colorado  river.  It  is  a  distinction 
generally  accorded  to  Augustine  Haidusek  that  he  is  the 
most  prominent  Bohemian  in  the  state  of  Texas.  Early 
in  his  career  a  Confederate  soldier,  a  member  of  the 
Texas  liar  hvit  forty  years,  now  president  of  the  First 
Natiniial  r.,iiik  of  La  Grange,  and  editor  and  proprietor 
of  Tin  Siu},(„I,i.  the  most  influential  journal  published 
in  that  lanmiai;.'  in  Texas.  Mr.  Haidusek 's  attainments 
and  services  in  behalf  of  his  people  and  his  thorough 
American  spirit  are  scarcely  to  be  appreciated  from  the 
following  brief  recital  of  his  career. 

Augustine  Haidusek  was  born  in  September,  1846,  at 
Missi,  a  village  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Moravia. 
His  parents  were  Valentine  and  Veronika  (Kladiva) 
Haidusek,  and  the  mother  died  in  1847,  leaving  three 
children :  Theresa,  who  married  Joseph  Lebeda ;  John, 
who  died  at  Brownsville,  Texas,  February  14,  1863,  while 
serving  as  a  member  of  Captain  Alexander 's  company  of 
Texas  troops  during  the  war;  and  Augustine,  the 
youngest.  In  1848  the  father  married  Mary  Broz,  and 
in  September,  18.56,  when  Augustine  was  just  ten  years 
of  age,  all  the  family  left  the  old  country  for  Texas, 
arriving  at  Houston  in  November  of  that  year,  and  from 
that  city  they  trav.l..,!  west  by  ox  wagon  to  La  Grange. 
Two  weeks  lain  tlicx-  s.'ttled  at  East  Navidad  (now 
Dubina.  Fayi.-tir  n.iiiiiN  -.  with  six  other  Bohemian  fam- 
ilies. These  were  thc'lirst  Bohemians  that  settled  west 
of  the  Colorado  river.  Incidentally  it  may  be  noted 
that  Fayette  county  is  one  of  the  chief  centers  of  Bohe- 
mian population  in  Texas.  According  to  the  last  census, 
of  a  total  population  of  about  thirty  thousand,  the 
county  had  about  twenty-five  hundred  inhabitants  born 
in  Austria,  and  nearly  four  thousand  native  Americans 
of  Austrian  parentage  on  both  sides.  Subsequently  the 
father  moved  on  a  farm  four  miles  west  of  Scliulen- 
berg,  where  he  died  December  23,  1867. 

Augustine  Haidusek  had  but  little  schooling  as  a  boy, 
and  his  knowledge  of  the  English  language  was  very 
meagre  until  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war.  About  that 
time  he  attended  a  school  taught  by  a  man  named  Black. 
In  1863,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  went  with  a  drove 
of  beeves  to  Louisiana,  swam  the  cattle  across  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  at  Port  Hudson  and  they  were  sold  to  the 
Confederate  Government.  On  his  return  home  he  enlisted 
in  Company  F  of  the  Bates  Regiment,  was  stationed  at 
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Velasco  on  the  Gulf  coast  and  continued  in  service  until 
June  13,  1SG5,  when  he  returned  home  and  helped  his 
father  jrat  in  a  crop. 

The  year  1866  was  spent  in  farming  and  in  attending 
a  school  taught  by  old  man  Mays  below  Weimar.  During 
1867  he  clerked  for  G.  W.  White  in  La  Grange  several 
mouths,  then  returned  home  and  spent  the  fall  in  cutting 
and  splittiiiL:  four  thousand  post-oak  rails  for  George 
Jlciivs;ik,  iiii.l  put  the  evenings  to  good  advantage  by 
studyiug  the  English  language  by  the  light  of  the  fire. 
The  year  1S6S  was  a  continuation  of  his  farming  experi- 
ence, though  he  also  taught  a  term  of  school  in  the 
summer.  Difficulties  and  disadvantageous  circumstances 
seem  to  act  only  as  a  spur  to  the  efforts  of  some  men, 
and  while  he  undoubtedly  has  possessed  exceptional 
native  endowments  of  intellect  and  character,  Mr.  Haid- 
usek  during  his  early  career  overcame  obstacles  which 
would  have  disheartened  a  man  of  ordinary  determination. 
In  1869  he  settled  at  LaGrange,  read  law  in  the  office 
of  Jarmon  &  Cross,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  on 
December  22,  1870.  He  claims  distinction  to  have  been 
the  first  Bohemian  to  practice  law  in  the  United  States. 

During  the  following  Congressional  campaign  between 
John  Hancock  of  Austin  and  Degner  of  San  Antonio  and 
between  Giddings  of  Brenham  and  Clark  of  Galveston, 
he  took  an  active  part  supporting  the  Democratic  can- 
didates who  were  elected.  During  1872  Mr.  Haidusek 
taught  school  at  Boss  Prairie,  near  Fayetteville.  He  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  Fayette  County  Democratic  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  in  1874,  and  in  the  following  year 
was  elected  mayor  of  La  Grange,  defeating  A.  H. 
Brandt,  and  was  re-elected  in  1877,  defeating  P.  Y. 
McAshan.  His  election  to  this  office  gave  him  another 
premier  distinction,  since  he  was  the  first  Bohemian 
mayor  elected  in  the  United  States.  In  1878  the  Hon. 
J.  C.  Stiehl  defeated  him  in  his  race  for  the  office  of 
county  .judge. 

In  1S80  Mr.  Haidusek  was  elected  representative  to 
the  Texas  state  legislature  from  the  counties  of  Fayette 
and  Lee,  defeating  John  L.  Smith  by  over  two  thousand 
majority.  His  work  was  notable  in  the  legislature.  It 
included  the  introduction  of  two  amendments  for  the 
state  constitution.  One  was  to  amend  the  immigration 
clause  so  as  to  authorize  the  dissemination  in  foreign 
countries  of  facts  as  to  the  revenues,  resources  and  bene- 
fits of  Texas;  the  other  was  to  authorize  the  investment 
of  the  permanent  school  fund  in  county  bonds  and  sim- 
ilar securities.  Both  propositions  were  defeated.  He 
opposed  the  amendment  to  the  constitution,  proposing 
that  voters  should  be  required  to  pay  their  poll  tax 
before  being  permitted  to  vote.  This  amendment  was 
introduced  by  C.  L.  Wurzbach  of  San  Antonio.  Mr. 
Haidusek  secured  the  amendment  of  the  law  compelling 
county  convicts  to  work  public  roads. 

When,  in  1882,  Mr.  Haidusek  was  urged  by  some  of 
his  friends  to  make  the  race  as  an  independent  candidate 
for  the  office  of  Congressman,  he  replied  in  an  open 
letter  that  he  was  a  Democrat  for  principles  and  not  for 
office — that  he  proposed  to  stand  by  the  Democracy  be- 
cause that  party  in  1856,  when  know-nothingism  was 
rampant,  had  stood  by  the  foreigners. 

Fayette  county  has  among  many  other  things  reason 
to  be  grateful  to  Mr.  Haidusek  for  his  work  thirty  years 
ago  as  county  judge.  He  was  elected  to  that  office  in 
1884,  defeating  the  Hon.  J.  C.  Stiehl,  and  continued  to 
administer  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  county  for  six  years. 
His  administration  was  notable  for  his  work  in  improv- 
ing the  public  schools,  and  especially  in  raising  the 
standards  of  the  local  teachers.  As  Fayette  county  was 
chiefly  populated  by  Germans  and  Bohemians,  he  "found 
that  the  local  schools  employed  either  the  Bohemian  or 
German  language  exclusively  and  neglected  English 
books  and  the  English  language  altogether.  As  county 
judge  he  required  the  school  trustees  to  employ  teachers 
qualified  to  teach  the  English  language  and  urged  all 
the  teachers  to  make  English  the  language  of  the  school 
room.  At  the  time  this  was  a  daring" step,  and  for  it  he 
was  pronounced  a  renegade  by  nearly  all  the  Bohemian 


papers  of  the  United  States,  particularly  by  the  Slovan, 
a  Bohemian  weekly  published  and  edited  by  Joseph 
Cada  at  La  Grange.  His  stand  in  favor  of  English 
language  incensed  the  people  of  his  nationality  through- 
out Texas,  and  indignation  meetings  were  held  condemn- 
ing his  efforts  to  make  English  the  official  language  of 
the  school  room  in  Bohemian  localities.  At  that  time 
there  was  practically  no  organ  for  the  expression  and 
publicity  of  his  views  on  the  matter,  and  the  friends  of 
Judge  Haidusek  therefore  started  another  Bohemian 
paper,  the  Svoboda,  which  was  owned  by  a  joint  stock 
company  comprising  about  fifty  members.  The  company 
secured  the  services  of  a  man  from  New  York  City  to 
perfect  the  paper.  The  Svohnda  was  started  in  Decem- 
ber, 1885,  and  liv  lss7  li:hl  about  four  hundred  sub- 
scribers with  an  in^lrl.i,.,ln.'>s  of  twenty-four  hundred 
dollars.  The  New  York  clit.jr,  Mr.  Chudoba,  was  dis- 
i1kii;;.(1.  and  Judge  Haidusek  took  charge  of  the  paper. 
'  ii'l' 1  III-  ninnagement  the  number  of  subscribers  in- 
•  ir;i>,.(l  i,i|ii(lly,  the  debt  was  paid  oft'  in  two  years,  and 
in  l>!Mi  lie  lie.ame  sole  owner  of  the  journal.  Since  then 
lie  has  devoted  nearly  all  his  time  to  its  management 
and  has  made  it  one  of  the  best  paying  papers  of  its 
class  in  the  entire  country.  Its  circulation  in  1914 
reached  to  about  five  thousand  copies  and  its  subscribers 
are  found  in  one  hundred  counties  of  Texas,  besides  in 
other  states  and  in  Europe.  While  it  is  a  Bohemian 
paper,  its  sentiment  is  thoroughly  American,  and  its 
policy  and  editorial  control  have  always  reflected  the 
sterling  American  spirit  and  democracy  which  are  so 
deeply  characteristic  of  its  proprietor.  Besides  his  work 
in  connection  with  the  schools.  Judge  Haidusek  as  county 
judge  inaugurated  the  improvements  by  which  public 
roads  were  graded  and  macadamized,  and  nineteen  iron 
bridges  were  built  and  the  bridge  spanning  the  Colorado 
river  was  bought  by  the  county.  Another  thing  that 
made  his  administration  notable  was  the  letting  of  the 
contract  for  the  building  of  the  present  court  house  at 
La  Grange,  and  the  foundation  was  laid  before  he  left 
office. 

In  the  split  in  the  Democratic  party  in  1892,  when 
the  Hogg  and  Clark  factions  were  at  war,  Mr.  Haidusek 
espoused  the  cause  of  Clark.  Although  an  advocate  of 
the  gold  standard,  he  supported  Bryan  in  all  his  cam- 
paigns for  the  presidency,  since  he  could  not  conscien- 
tiously abandon  the  Democratic  party.  However,  in  the 
Congressional  fight  between  E.  B.  Hawley,  the  Repub- 
lican nominee,  and  W.  S.  Eobson,  the  Democrat,  he  sup- 
ported Hawley,  and  it  is  said  that  on  this  account  Eob- 
son was  defeated. 

On  January  14,  1896,  when  the  First  National  Bank 
of  La  Grange  was  found  to  be  in  a  bad  financial  condi- 
tion. Judge  Haidusek  was  elected  president  of  the  bank, 
and  has  since  brought  its  affairs  to  a  most  substantial 
condition  and  has  made  the  bank  one  of  the  strongest, 
considering  its  capital,  in  the  state.  During  his  admin- 
istration the  stockholders  have  received  in  dividends 
more  than  their  original  investment.  He  is  yet  the  presi- 
dent of  said  bank.  In  1905  he  was  appointed"  by  Governor 
Lanham  as  one  of  the  directors  of  Agricultural  and  Me- 
chanical College  of  Texas,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
until  1911. 

Judge  Haidusek  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of  Honor, 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  is  an  honqrarv 
member  of  the  G.  S.  P.  S.,  a  Bohemian  order  similar  in 
organization  and  purposes  to  the  Knights  of  Honor.  He 
and  his  family  are  all  members  of  the  Catholic  church. 
In  May,  1872,  he  married  Miss  Anna  Becka,  daughter 
of  John  and  Catherine  Becka,  of  Eoss  Prairie.  She  was 
born  near  Belleville,  in  Austin  county,  in  June,  1856. 
Of  their  five  children  three  are  living,  as  follows: 
Jerome,  who  married  Fanny  Mosig:  George,  who  grad- 
uted  from  the  University  of  Texas  in  both  the  literary 
and  law  departments,  took  post-graduate  work  in  Har- 
vard University,  is  now  a  successful  lawyer  at  Sevmour. 
Baylor  county,  Texas,  and  in  1904  was  a  presidential 
elector  on  the  Democratic  ticket;  Alasta,  married  Joseph 
Koss. 
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As  this  brief  sketch  indicates,  Judge  Haidusek  is  a 
man  of  unusual  force  and  determination,  is  broad- 
minded,  tlioroughly  democratic  in  his  nature,  and  few 
citizens  of  Texas  in  his  time  have  accomplished  more 
and  made  their  activities  more  fruitful  for  the  general 
welfare  of  community  and  state.  While  subjected  to 
severe  criticism  for  his  course  in  the  matter  of  education 
thirty  years  ago.  Judge  Haidusek  has  long  since  outlived 
that  brief  unpopularity,  and  many  of  those  who  opposed 
him  then  are  now  as  strongly  convinced  of  the  justice 
and  the  necessity  of  his  course  as  he  himself. 

Samuel  W.  Law.  To  become  the  directing  head  of 
an  institution  which  adds  prestige  to  a  locality  and  pro- 
vides employment  for  many  of  its  workers  requires  the 
possession  of  much  more  than  ordinary  ability  and 
strength  of  purpose.  The  men  who  during  their  active 
careers  have  directed  their  strength  and  capability  to- 
ward the  upbuilding  of  these  enterprises  have  not  alone 
gained  prominence  for  themselves,  but  have  contributed 
materially  to  the  welfare  of  the  section  in  which  their 
labors  have  been  prosecuted.  Samuel  W.  Law  has 
gained  the  right  to  be  included  in  this  class  of  helpful 
citizens,  for  as  the  head  of  the  Law-Sprinkle  Mercantile 
Company  he  has  brought  recognition  to  Cameron  in  its 
commercial  circles,  and  has  demonstrated  his  ability  to 
cope  with  the  keen  competition  of  modern  trade  and 
commerce  in  such  a  fashion  as  to  make  him  one  of  the 
leaders  in  his  line  in  this  part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Law  was  born  in  Elmore  county,  Alabama,  No- 
vember 14,  1866,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  W.  and  Sophina 
(Batchelor)  Law.  His  father  was  born  in  Alabama, 
May  25,  1842,  and  was  there  engaged  in  farming  until 
coming  to  Texas  in  1873,  and  for  several  years  there- 
after moved  around  from  place  to  place  looking  for  a 
suitable  location  and  visiting  various  points  in  Wash- 
ington, Brazos  and  Limestone  counties.  Finally,  in  1886, 
he  came  to  Milam  county,  and  here  he  still  resides,  his 
home  being  at  Adhall.  Mrs.  Law,  also  a  native  of  Ala- 
bama, was  born  in  September,  1S49,  and  died  in  July, 
1898,  having  been  the  mother  of  eleven  children :  Samuel 
W.,  Thomas,  Tesana,  Mamie,  Addie,  Charles,  George, 
Asa,  Clyde,  Ida  and  James  of  whom  Thomas,  Ida  and 
James  are  now  deceased. 

Samuel  W.  Law  was  a  lad  of  six  years  when  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Texas,  and  his  education  was 
secured  in  the  country  schools  of  Washington,  Brazos 
and  Limestone  counties.  He  worked  on  his  father's 
farm  from  the  time  he  was  sixteen  until  he  was  twenty- 
two  years  old,  and  at  the  latter  age  embarked  upon  a 
career  of  his  own,  renting  thirty  acres  of  land  in  Milam 
county.  There  he  continued  to  carry  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  1900,  principally  at  or  near  Adhall,  and 
then  took  charge  of  a  farm,  cotton  gin  and  general 
store.  In  1906  he  took  charge  of  the  store  as  owner, 
and  continued  to  conduct  it  until  1912,  when  he  moved 
to  Cameron  and  purchased  a  two-thirds  interest  in  the 
Gaston-Sprinkle  Mercantile  Company,  the  present  style 
of  which  is  the  Law-Sprinkle  Mercantile  Company,  of 
which  he  has  been  the  president  to  the  present  time. 
This  venture  has  proved  a  decided  success,  and  now 
carries  a  thoroughly  up-to-date  stock  of  groceries  and 
hardware,  valued  at  $25,000.  The  business  is  incor- 
porated for  $30,000,  "fully  paid  up.  An  extensive  trade 
is  attracted  from  all  over  the  surrounding  territory  and 
the  business  is  enjoying  a  consistent  and  healthy  growth, 
due  in  large  part  to  the  able  manner  in  which  Mr.  Law 
is  managing  its  aifairs.  Mr.  Law  is  possessed  of  a 
mind  fertile  in  resources,  means  and  expedients.  He 
leads  a  rational  life,  works  hard,  and  has  a  friendly 
feeling  for  others  and  an  understanding  of  life's  com- 
plexities that  assists  him  greatly  in  his  dealing  with 
his  fellow-men.  He  has  not  put  ' '  all  his  eggs  in  one 
basket,"  for  various  other  enterprises  have  had  the 
benefit  of  his  sagacity,  his  judgment  and  his  energetic 
aggressiveness,  and  at  this  time  he  has  holdings  in  the 


Jameron  State  Bank,  the  Eobert  McLean  Company  of 
Cameron,  the  Amicable  Life  Insurance  Company  and  the 
Southern  Union  Life  Insurance  Company.  In  addition 
to  his  residence  at  Cameron,  he  owns  140  acres  of  im- 
proved farming  land  in  Milam  county  and  three  val- 
uable vacant  lots  in  the  city  of  Houston.  When  he  can 
spare  the  time  from  the  numerous  duties  of  his  large 
business,  he  devotes  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  of  which  he  has  made  a  hobby.  He  seldom  finds 
time  for  a  vacation,  but  was  formerly  fond  of  hunting. 

Mr.  Law  was  married  (first)  in  1S91  to  Miss  Lou 
Docky,  who  died  in  1900,  having  been  the  mother  of 
five  children :  Thomas,  who  is  a  clerk  in  his  father 's 
office;  Ollie,  who  is  deceased;  Eoy,  who  is  clerk  for  his 
father;  and  Ludie  and  Truely,  attending  school.  On 
November  11,  1900,  Mr.  Law  was  married  (second)  to 
Mrs.  Eddie  Benson,  daughter  of  E.  F.  Gregg,  a  well- 
known  resident  of  Milam  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Law 
have  had  no  children,  but  by  her  former  marriage  she 
was  the  mother  of  one  child:  W.  B.  Denson.  Mr.  Law 
is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  Mrs. 
Law  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church.  In  politics 
a  Democrat,  Mr.  Law  has  taken  some  interest  in  the 
success  of  his  party,  and  has  served  as  deputy  sheriff 
under  three  sheriffs  of  Milam  county.  While  primarily 
a  domestic  man,  with  a  love  for  the  surroundings  of 
bis  home,  he  is  not  indifferent  to  the  pleasures  of  com- 
panionship with  his  fellows. 

For  fourteen  years  Mr.  Law  served  in  the  capacity 
of  postmaster  of  Adhall,  to  the  management  of  which 
office  he  gave  the  same  conscientious  attention  that  has 
characterized  his  activities  in  his  private  enterprises. 
Few  citizens  have  strived  more  earnestly  for  the  better- 
ment of  their  communities,  and  none  are  held  in 
greater  general  esteem. 

HtJMPHKEY  Hugh  Jackson.  For  twenty-five  years  a 
lawyer,  and  a  former  county  judge  of  Chambers  county, 
Mr.  Jackson  represents  two  of  the  very  oldest  families 
in  southeastern  Texas,  and  there  are  few  American 
families  in  any  section  of  the  State  whose  settlement 
dates  back  to  an  earlier  time.  Humphrey  Hugh  Jackson 
came  with  Austin  in  the  year  1823,  and  James  Taylor 
WTjite  in  the  year  1826,  when  Austin  undertook  to  lead 
his  first  band  of  American  settlers  into  this  region. 

Humphrey  Hugh  Jackson  was  born  at  Double  Bayou, 
Chambers  county,  in  1864.  His  parents  were  James  and 
Sarah  (White)  Jackson,  the  former  of  whom  died  in 
1895.  The  mother  is  still  living  at  her  old  home  at 
Double  Bayou,  where  practically  all  her  life  has  been 
spent.  Ho'r  father,  James  Taylor  White,  grandfather 
of  H.  11.  .larksdji,  uas  born  in  Louisiana,  and  came 
to  Texas  m  IM'ii  locating  in  what  is  now  Chambers 
county,  liiit  wliirli  at  ihat  time  was  a  part  of  the  un- 
broken wilderness  of  the  Gulf  coast,  and  only  nominally 
under  the  jurisdiction  and  in  the  possession  of  the 
Spanish-Mexican  government.  James  T.  White  estab- 
lished a  home  on  Turtle  (or  White's)  Bayou,  where  his 
family  have  lived  ever  since  that  early  day.  James 
Jackson  the  father  of  H.  H.  Jackson  was  born  in  Ver- 
millionville,  Louisiana,  but  nearly  all  his  life  he  lived 
on  Double  Bayou  in  Chambers  county.  Grandfather 
Humphrey  Jackson,  who  was  a  native  of  Belfast.  Ire- 
land, and  came  to  America  with  two  brothers  Henry 
and  Alexander  in  1808,  settled  in  Lousiana,  near  Ber- 
wick's Bay,  where  Humphrey  Jackson  was  married  in 
1810.  He"  was  a  member  of  Andrew  Jackson 's  army 
in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  and  in  1823 
crossed  over  into  the  Province  of  Texas.  His  settlement 
was  in  the  heart  of  an  unbroken  wilderness  in  what  is 
now  Liberty  county.  Later  he  moved  to  Crosby,  in  what 
is  now  Harris  county,  and  in  1823  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment granted  him  a  headright,  allowing  him  the  pos- 
session of  the  usual  amount  of  land  for  stock  raising  and 
farming  purposes.  He  lived  there  following  his  regular 
vocation  until  his  death  in  1834.     He  was  killed  by  the 
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falling  of  a  limb  of  a  tree.  About  the  time  of  his 
death,  his  three  sons,  including  the  late  James  Jaekson, 
moved  to  Double  Bayou,  in  1840  what  is  now  Chambers 
county.  Both  the  White  and  Jaekson  families  have 
been  among  the  largest  land  and  cattle  owners  in  Cham- 
bers county.  John  H.  Jackson,  a  cousin  of  H.  H. 
Jackson,  in  1913  sold  thirty-one  thousand  acres  of  his 
land  to  a  syndicate  that  will  colonize  it  with  small 
farmers. 

Humphrey  Hugh  Jackson  was  educated  by  private 
tutors  and  in  Soule  College  at  Chapel  Hill  in  Wash- 
ington county.  His  student  days  in  Soule  College  were 
during  the  years  1884-1885-1886.  His  law  studies  were 
carried  on  under  his  cousin^  Hugh  Jaekson,  at  WaUis- 
ville,  then  the  county  seat  of  Chambers  county.  At 
Wallisville  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1888,  and  his 
practice  as  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the  county  has 
been  continuous  since  that  year.  In  1909  Mr.  Jackson 
was  appointed  county  judge  of  Chambers  county,  was 
elected  in  1910,  and  reelected  so  that  his  service  con- 
tinued until  the  close  of  1912.  Chambers  county  has 
never  had  a  more  efficient  administrator  of  its  fiscal 
affairs  than  Judge  Jackson.  During  bis  term  as  judge 
and  under  his  efficient  administration,  notable  improve- 
ments were  instituted.  These  include  the  splendid 
sixty  thousand  dollar  courthouse  at  Anahuac.  Anahuac, 
the  historic  old  town  which  figured  in  the  time  of  the 
Eevolution  and  was  one  of  the  most  important  centers 
in  South  Texas  during  pioneer  times,  has  in  recent  years 
been  made  the  county  seat  instead  of  Wallisville,  and  is 
now  once  more  taking  its  place  so  well  justified  by  its 
early  historic  reputation.  Besides  the  court  house  there 
were  built  under  Judge  Jackson  many  miles  of  good 
roads,  and  these  and  other  improvements  have  helped 
to  place  Chambers  county  among  the  class  of  most  pro- 
gressive localities  in  south  Texas.  Judge  Jackson  has 
lived  at  Anahuac  since  1909,  and  has  a  beautiful  home 
overlooking  Gah'eston  Bay.  Besides  his  law  practice  he 
does  a  large  business  in  real  estate  and  abstracts,  hav- 
ing his  offices  in  the  Chambers  County  State  Bank 
building.  Like  his  ancestors,  he  is  also  interested  in 
the  cattle  business,  and  he  and  his  brother  Claude  have 
a  stock  ranch  at  Double  Bayou. 

At  Chapel  Hill,  Texas,  Mr.  Jackson  married  Miss 
Emma  Toland,  who  was  born  at  Chappel  Hill,  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Dr.  A.  W.  and  Mary  (Atkinson)  Toland. 
Her  mother  was  a  daughter  of  the  late  Col.  Atkinson, 
who  commanded  a  regiment  from  Texas  during  the 
war  between  the  states.  Dr.  Toland  was  a  native  of 
Mississippi,  and  both  he  and  Col.  Atkinson  were  among 
the  old  settlers  of  the  historic  town  of  Chapel  Hill  of 
Washington  county. 

William  Osbin  Eawlins.  President  of  the  Dallas 
Linotyping  Company,  William  Osbin  Eawlins  learned 
the  printer's  trade  at  Dallas  more  than  twenty  years 
ago,  and  established  the  present  business  in  1905.  He 
operates  it  as  a  general  commercial  linotyping  business, 
having  a  battery  of  linotype  machines  and  other  equip- 
ment for  prompt  and  efficient  service  in  typesetting. 

Mr.  Eawlins,  though  he  was  born  at  Bloomington, 
Indiana,  in  1874,  represents  some  of  the  very  earliest 
pioneer  stock  in  Dallas  county,  Texas.  His  parents, 
both  now  living  in  Dallas,  are  William  K.  and  Sarah 
(Anderson)  Eawlins.  The  parents  moved  from  Bloom- 
ington, Indiana,  to  Lancaster,  in  Dallas  county,  in  1879. 
Various  members  of  the  Eawlins  family  had  lived  at 
Lancaster  and  vicinity  since  1843,  and  were  among  the 
very  first  white  people  to  locate  in  what  is  now  Dallas 
county,  then  a  territory  included  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  Nacogdoches. 

Some  interesting  genealogical  and  pioneer  annals  are 
connected  with  the  Eawlins  family  name.  James  Mason 
Eawlins,  from  whom  W.  O.  Eawlins  is  descended,  came 
from  England  with  two  brothers,  previous  to  the  Eevolu- 
tionary  war.     During  that  war  he  took  the  side  of  the 


mother  country,  while  his  brothers  were  colonial  sym- 
pathizers. James  Mason  Eawlins  was  captured  as  a 
Tory,  but  managed  to  escape,  and  while  returning  to 
England  is  supposed  to  have  perished  at  sea.  His  son, 
James  Eawlins,  moved  to  North  Carolina,  where  William 
Eawlins  was  born,  and  finally  located  in  Illinois.  Wil- 
liam Eawlins,  who  was  an  uncle  to  William  K.  Eaw- 
lins, father  of  W.  O.  Eawlins,  was  the  founder  of  the 
family  name  in  Texas,  having  located  in  this  state  in 
the  early  forties.  He  and  the  company  of  which  he 
was  the  head  attained  tracts  of  laud  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lancaster,  and  all  became  prominent  as  settlers,  as 
citizens  and  left  numerous  descendants.  A  member  of 
the  family  who  attained  wide  •  prominence  during  his 
lifetime  was  Eev.  John  M.  Eawlins,  known  far  and 
wide  in  Dallas  county  as  "Blacksmith  John,  the  Min- 
ister," who  was  not  only  a  pioneer  and  skilled  black- 
smith, but  a  man  of  deep  religious  convictions  and  a 
leader  in  all  public  matters. 

William  Osbin  Eawlins  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
near  Lancaster,  educated  in  country  schools,  and  in  1891 
when  seventeen  years  of  age,  moved  to  Dallas.  He 
learned  the  printer's  trade  in  the  office  of  Mr.  L.  Blay- 
lock,  publisher  of  the  Texas  Cliristkui  Advocate.  For 
several  years  he  was  employed  as  a  printer  in  the 
Advocate  office  and  other  offices  at  Dallas.  Outside  of 
his  business  Mr.  Eawlins  takes  most  interest  in  fraternal 
affairs  in  connection  with  the  Masonic  order,  in  which 
he  enjoys  a  high  standing.  He  is  a  thirty-second  de- 
gree Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Dallas  Consistory. 
Dallas  Lodge  honors  him  as  a  past  master,  and  he  holds 
the  chair  of  King  in  the  Eoyal  Arch  Chapter.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  and  is  Dis- 
trict Deputy  Grand  Master  for  Dallas  and  vicinity.  In 
April,  1914,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education. 

Allen  D.  Hooks.  Of  the  officials  who  are  upholding 
the  governmental  prestige  and  civic  prosperity  of  Milam 
county  none  has  shown  greater  discrimination  and  fidel- 
ity or  commands  a  higher  degree  of  popular  confidence 
than  the  present  sheriff,  who  has  been  a  resident  of 
Texas  since  his  boyhood  days  and  who  is  one  of  the  loyal 
and  progressive  citizens  of  Cameron. 

Allen  Duncan  Hooks,  who  was  elected  sheriff  of 
Milam  county  in  1910,  claims  the  state  of  Tennessee  as 
the  place  of  his  nativity.  He  was  born  at  Saltillo, 
Hardin  county,  on  the  13th  of  September,  1872,  and 
thus  was  a  lad  of  about  ten  years  at  the  time  of  his 
parents'  removal  to  Texas,  in  1882.  He  is  a  son  of 
James  M.  and  Frances  (Hall)  Hooks,  both  natives  of 
Tennessee,  where  the  former  was  born  in  the  year  1824 
and  the  latter,  in  Henderson  county,  in  1838.  Upon 
coming  to  Texas  the  parents  established  their  residence 
at  Cameron,  the  judicial  center  of  Milam  county,  and 
here  the  father  devoted  his  attention  to  mercantile 
pursuits  during  the  residue  of  his  active  business  career. 
He  was  a  gallant  soldier  of  the  Confederacy  in  the  Civil 
war,  as  a  member  of  a  Tennessee  regiment,  and  in 
later  years  lie  perpetuated  the  more  gracious  memories 
of  his  military  career  by  retaining  membership  in  the 
United  Confederate  Veterans'  Association.  He  died  in 
1897,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  his  wife  having 
passed  to  the  life  eternal  in  the  preceding  year.  They 
are  survived  by  five  children, — Charles,  Isaac,  Frank, 
Allen  D.,  and  James  M. 

Sheriff  Hooks  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  state  and  after  the  family  removal 
to  Cameron,  Texas,  he  here  attended  the  public  schools 
until  he  had  attained  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  He 
then  became  clerk  in  a  grocery  store,  in  which  capacity 
he  continued  his  service  four  years,  and  for  the  ensuing 
eight  years  he  was  salesman  in  a  hardware  establish- 
ment in  Cameron.  The  following  six  years  found  him 
in  active  and  efficient  service  as  city  marshal  of  Cam- 
eron, and  he  resigned  this  position  to  assume  that  of 
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county  sheriff,  to  which  he  was  first  elected  iu  1910. 
His  administration  was  so  satisfactory  to  the  public 
that  he  was  re-elected  in  1912,  and  he  is  a  candidate 
for  a  third  term,  in  the  election  of  the  autumn  of  1914. 
He  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Texas  Sheriffs'  Associa- 
tion, is  a  stockholder  of  the  Cameron  Weekly  Herald, 
his  political  allegiance  is  given  unreservedly  to  the 
Democratic  party,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Pretorians,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
South.  As  city  marshal  and  as  sheriff  Mr.  Hooks  has 
shown  the  greatest  circumspection  and  tolerance,  and 
he  has  never  vet  been  compelled  to  use  weapons  in 
making  an  arrest,  as  he  has  gained  the  good  will  of  even 
malefactors,  the  while  he  has  had  the  fullest  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  general  public.  His  record  as  an 
officer  is  one  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  1902,  Mr.  Hooks  wedded 
Miss  Ida  Hobbs,  daughter  of  E.  P.  Hobbs,  a  well  known 
business  man  of  Temple,  Bell  county,  and  they  have 
an  adopted  daughter,  Lucile  Hobbs. 

JuDSON  H.  Wood.  A  lawyer  of  Sherman,  Texas.  Was 
born  on  a  farm  in  Rusk  county,  Texas,  March  22,  185S. 
He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  country. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  secured  employment  as  a 
teacher,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  the  necessary  means 
to  take  a  college  course.  He  entered  the  law  department 
of  the  University  of  Virginia  in  1881,  and  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1882  with  the  degree  of  B.  L.  He 
returned  to  his  native  county,  and  again  taught  school 
for  a  few  months  for  the  purpose  of  liquidating  obliga- 
tions incurred  in  completing  his  course  at  the  university. 
In  1883  he  begun  the  practice  of  law  at  Henderson,  the 
county  seat  of  Busk  county.  From  1886  to  1890  he 
served  as  county  judge  of  that  county,  refusing  re-elec- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  changing  his  location.  In  1891 
he  removed  to  Sherman,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In 
1894  he  was  appointed  county  judge  of  Grayson  county 
to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  was  twice  re-elected,  voluntarily 
retiring  from  office  in  1898.  Since  that  time  he  has 
devoted  his  attention  exclusively  to  the  practice  of  law, 
refusing  all  official  preferment.  He  is  now  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Wolfe,  Wood  &  Haven,  a  firm  composed 
of  J.  A.  L.  Wolfe  and  J.  H.  Wood,  of  Sherman,  and 
James  P.  Haven,  of  Denison,  with  offices  at  Sherman 
and  Denison.  The  firm  does  a  general  practice  in  the 
state  and  United  States  courts,  and  has  a  large  and 
lucrative  business,  extending  over  the  state  of  Texas  and 
adjoining  states.  He  has  made  a  success  of  his  profes- 
sion and  his  ability  is  highly  regarded  by  the  lawyers 
and  judges  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  His 
name,  as  well  as  that  of  the  firm,  appears  in  the  judicial 
reports  of  the  country  in  many  important  cases. 

On  October  19,  1887,  he  married  Miss  Frances  Jones, 
daughter  of  the  late  Colonel  James  H.  Jones,  of  Hender- 
son, Texas.  They  have  two  promising  sons.  The  older, 
Judson  H.  Wood,  Jr.,  was  born  January  21,  1891,  and 
is  now  engaged  with  a  wholesale  grocery  house  at  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma.  The  younger,  James  Ealph  Wood,  was  born 
April  9,  1896,  and  is  at  present  a  student  at  the  State 
University  of  Texas,  preparing  himself  to  enter  the  legal 
profession. 

Hershel  L.  Lackey.  For  more  than  sixty  years  a 
resident  of  Texas,  and  nearly  half  of  this  time  identified 
with  that  section  of  west  Texas  about  the  present  county 
seat  town  of  Alpine,  Mr.  Lackey  is  in  all  respects  a 
pioneer,  and  combines  in  his  character  and  activities  the 
best  qualities  of  the  old  time  Texan.  He  has  known  in 
his  experience  the  life  of  ante-bellum  days  in  this  state 
and  afterwards  came  west  in  time  to  participate  in  the 
full  scope  of  the  varied  activities  which  have  marked 
the  development  of  western   Texas. 

There  are  probably  none  in  Brewster  county  who  do 
not  know  and  esteem  this  splendid  old  citizen.     Hershel 


L.  Lackey  was  born  in  Tennessee  on  February  2,  1842. 
His  father  was  Eobert  Lackey,  a  native  of  Tennessee, 
who  died  when  his  son  Hershel  was  two  years  old.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  was  Martha  Keating,  who 
moved  to  Mississippi  when  her  Hershel  was  three  years 
old,  and  then  in  1850  came  to  Texas,  where  she  spent  the 
remainder  of  her  life.  Her  death  occurred  when  she 
was  eighty-eight  years  of  age,  and  she  was  a  very 
devout  member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church. 
Having  resided  in  Texas  since  1850  when  he  was  eight 
years  of  age  Hershel  L.  Lackey  attained  all  his  educa- 
tion by  private  schooling  during  the  decade  before  the 
war.  He  left  school  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  iu 
order  to  become  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  ranks,  and 
served  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  that  great 
struggle.  He  was  with  the  southern  army  in  a  number 
of  the  campaigns,  on  both  sides  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver 
and  gave  a  good  account  of  himself  as  a  faithful  and 
efficient  soldier.  When  peace  was  declared  and  he  again 
reached  home  he  took  up  the  work  of  the  home  farm, 
which  he  followed  for  eight  years,  and  then  engaged  iu 
the  stock  and  cattle  business  for  himself,  an  occupation 
which  he  has  followed  for  forty  years  or  more.  He  first 
came  to  Alpine  in  1883,  and  now  owns  one  of  the  larg- 
est and  most  profitable  ranches  in  all  this  section,  located 
about  fifty-six  miles  from  Alpine.  In  1865  Mr.  Lackey 
was  married  in  Goliad  county  to  Miss  Annie  Hord, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Jesse  Hord  of  Goliad  county.  Mr. 
Lackey  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  church, 
he  is  an  influential  worker  in  the  Alpine  Commercial 
Club,  and  is  a  Democratic  voter,  though  in  practical 
politics  has  never  interested  himself  to  any  extent.  Dur- 
ing the  many  consecutive  years  of  his  attention  to  busi- 
ness he  has  built  up  a  splendid  success  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  prosperous  men  in  Brewster  county. 
Of  his  diversions  it  will  suffice  to  say  that  he  is  a 
lover  of  fine  horses  and  has  been  all  his  life.  He  is  also 
equally  fond  of  good  books  and  spends  much  of  his 
later  leisure  in  reading,  and  particularly  along  lines 
which  broaden  his  viewpoints  of  the  world 's  affairs.  As 
to  Texas  Mr.  Lackey  is  convinced  from  his  individual  ex- 
perience that  there  is  no  finer  place  in  the  world  and  its 
opportunities  are  beyond  computation.  Mr.  Lackey 
owns  and  lives  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  home-s  of 
Alpine. 

WiLLUM  F.  McGacghy.  In  the  development  and 
improvement  of  west  Texas  Mr.  McGaughy  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Alpine,  in  Brewster  county,  has  always  supplied 
the  important  elements  of  individual  enthusiasm  and 
enterprise.  He  spent  practically  all  his  active  career 
in  different  portions  of  West  Texas,  he  has  had  unusual 
opportunities  for  judging  the  country  and  his  loyalty 
to  this  section  of  the  state  is  therefore  grounds  for 
confidence  to  newcomers  in  this  region.  Mr.  McGaughy 
is  head  of  a  prospering  real  estate  firm  and  live  stock 
commission  business  at  Alpine,  where  he  has  resided  for 
several  years  and  for  a  numlier  of  years  was  a  county 
official  in  Nolan  county. 

William  F.  McGaughy  was  born  in  Moulton.  Alabama, 
September  6,  1864,  and  when  he  was  a  small  child  his 
parents  moved  to  west  Tennessee,  and  when  he  was 
eight  years  of  age  they  came  to  Texas  in  1872  and  he 
has  been  a  resident  in  this  state  ever  since.  His  early 
education  -was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  Hood 
county,  and  he  also  studied  for  a  time  in  that  well 
remembered  institution,  the  Add-Ean  College  at  Thorp 
Springs.  After  leaving  coUege  at  the  age  of  twenty  he 
moved  into  Brown  county,  and  was  in  the  cattle  busi- 
ness for  four  years,  after  which  he  moved  his  stock  out 
to  Nolan  county,  which  continued  to  be  his  home  until 
1909.  Cattle  ranching  was  his  regular  business  in  that 
vicinity,  but  official  duties  also  occupied  much  of  his 
time.  In  1899  the  commissioner  court  appointed  him 
sheriff  to  serve  out  an  unexpired  term  and  after  that 
he  was  elected  to  the  office  for  three  consecutive  terms, 
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finally  refusing  to  accept  any  more  nominations  or  elec- 
tions to  office.  His  deputy  in  his  office  was  elected  his 
successor.  After  long  and  active  connection  with  busi- 
ness and  industrial  affairs  at  Sweetwater,  Jlr.  Mc- 
Gaughy  on  March  1,  1909,  sold  out  his  interests  in  that 
vicinity  and  moved  to  Alpine,  where  he  established 
his  office  in  general  real  estate  and  live  stock  commission 
business.  His  operations  include  a  large  territory,  about 
Alpine  and  his  high  standing  and  well  known  business 
integrity  have  commanded  a  generous  prosperity. 

In  Nolan  county  on  November  16,  1887,  Mr.  Me- 
Gaughy  married  Miss  Allie  Eobertson,  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  Eobertson,  formerly  of  Hood  county,  Texas.  Her 
father  was  born  and  reared  in  Texas,  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Gaughy  was  a  schoolmate  with  her  husband  while 
growing  up  in  Hood  county.  The  two  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McGaughy  are  Iven  W.  who  is  in  the  stock 
business  in  Brewster  county,  and  Felix  P.  a  graduate 
of  the  Alpine  high  school.  The  family  worship  in  the 
Christian  church,  and  fraternally  Mr.  McGaughy  is 
affiliated  with  the  "Woodmen  of  the  World.  He  is  also 
an  active  member  of  the  Alpine  Commercial  Club,  be- 
longing to  its  executive  committee.  Throughout  his 
active  career  in  Texas  he  has  been  one  of  the  leading 
Democrats  in  his  county,  and  gives  much  interest  to 
political  matters.  At  the  present  time  he  is  secretary 
of  the  Alpine  school  board,  and  has  always  interested 
himself  in  educational  affairs,  having  been  a  member  of 
the  committee  which  erected  one  of  the  fine  school 
buildings  of  Sweetwater.  At  the  present  time  he  is 
serving  as  a  county  commissioner  of  Brewster  county, 
and  in  this  office  has  paid  particular  attention  to  the 
good  road  movement  in  this  vicinity. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  McGaughy  were  Dr.  John  B.  and 
Ellen  McGaughy,  the  father  being  still  alive  and  a 
resident  at  Stephensville.  The  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Ellen  Stephenson  died  in  1904  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six.  She  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  Dr.  McGaughy  is  a  native  of  Alabama,  where 
he  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth,  studied  medicine  in 
west  Tennessee,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  until  coming  to  Texas  and  from  1884 
for  many  years  was  engaged  in  practice  at  Brownwood, 
in  Brown  county. 

Mr.  McGaughy  owns  an  automobile,  but  he  still  pre- 
fers the  old  horse  as  the  most  pleasurable  means  of 
getting  over  the  country.  He  enjoys  working  among 
cattle,  and  is  a  real  type  of  the  west  Texan,  fond  of 
outdoor  life  of  all  kinds,  and  at  the  same  time  taking 
pleasure  in  the  artistic  side  of  life,  being  fond  of  music, 
the  theatre  and  of  other  diversions.  He  believes  that 
nowhere  in  the  country  are  there  greater  opportunities 
for  legitimate  business   enterprise  than   in   west   Texas. 


Dr.  James  C.  Durrum,  long  a  resident  of  Clarksville 
and  well  known  throughout  this  section  of  the  state 
in  his  capacity  of  physician,  was  born  at  Jefferson, 
Texas,  on  September  6,  1860,  and  is  the  son  of  Dr. 
James  C.  Durrum,  Sr.,  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 
born  there  in  1821,  and  a  graduate  in  medicine  from 
the  old  University  of  Kentucky. 

The  senior  Dr.  Durrum  was  a  country  doctor,  the 
owner  of  slave  property  and  productive  farms,  and 
he  passed  a  rather  uneventful  life  in  the  course  of  his 
professional  career.  He  was  a  Southern  sympathizer 
and  though  he  did  not  participate  in  the  active  warfare, 
five  of  his  sons  participated  in  it,  and  two  of  them 
fell  in  battle.  Dr.  Durrum  married  Sarah  McCraw 
and  died  in  1875,  ten  years  prior  to  the  death  of  his 
wife.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Oscar,  who  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Mansfield,  Georgia;  William,  who 
served  with  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  and  was 
presented  with  a  medal  by  General  Lee  for  the  ladies 
of  Richmond,  as  the  model  private  soldier  of  the  South- 
ern army,  was  later  engaged  in  farming  in  'Marion 
county,    and    was    accidentally    killed    in    1903,    leaving 


three  children ;  Samuel,  is  another  of  the  soldier  sons, 
passed  his  life  quietly  on  the  farm  after  the  war,  and 
died  without  issue;  John  Jacob  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Chickamauga;  Silas,  a  farmer  of  Smithland,  Texas, 
was  another  of  the  five  soldiers;  Eobert  died  in  young 
manhood ;  Mrs.  T.  H.  Stalsup,  of  Jefferson,  Texas,  and 
James  C,  wlio  was  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

James  C.  Durrum  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  after 
he  had  possessed  himself  of  a  common  school  education 
in  the  i?ountry  district  where  he  was  reared.  His 
ambition  for  a  profession  did  not  make  itself  felt  as 
a  dominant  factor  until  after  he  had  reached  his 
majority  at  home  on  the  farm,  but  it  was  sufficiently 
strong  to  carry  him  forward  to  his  entrance  in  the 
Kentucky  School  of  Medicine  at  Louisville.  He  finished 
his  course  there  in  1885  and  established  himself  in 
Clarksville  soon  thereafter.  During  the  course  of  his 
earlier  practice  Dr.  Durrum  absented  himself  in  order 
to  make  possible  further  professional  investigation  and 
study,  and  he  returned  with  a  diploma  from  the  New 
York  Polyclinic  in  1892.  Since  that  time  he  has  devoted 
'  himself  to  his  practice  and  his  farms,  and  he  has 
gained  a  name  as  a  physician  as  well  as  in  his  capacity 
of  farmer. 

Dr.  Durrum  has  been  twice  married.  He  married 
his  first  wife  in  Covington,  Tennessee,  in  April,  1886, 
she  being  Miss  Lizzie  Menefee,  who  died  in  Clarksville, 
in  1901.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  daughters, 
Mabel  Gray,  the  wife  of  H.  M.  Lassister,  of  Clarksville, 
and  Miss  Edith,  now  a  student  in  Neweomb  college, 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  In  December,  1911,  Dr.  Dur- 
rum married  Miss  Lodiska  Lattimer,  a  daughter  of 
L.  E.  Lattimer  of  this  city,  whose  wife  was  formerly 
Isabella,  daughter  of  Col.  DeMorse,  founder  and  editor 
of  the  ClarksvDle  Standard,  the  first  paper  published 
here  and  once  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Governor 
of  the  state. 

Judge  George  Morrison  is  the  county  judge  of  Red 
River  county,  and  he  was  born  while  his  father  was 
located  as  a  pioneer  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  the 
year  1869  marking  his  advent  into  life.  He  is  the  son 
of  James  Morrison,  who  came  to  Texas  in  1838  as  a 
young  man  of  thirty  years  and  entered  the  ranging 
service  of  the  Republic.  With  his  command  he  covered 
the  country  engaged  in  Indian  fighting  and  scouting 
along  the  Rio  Grande,  and  he  participated  in  many  of 
the  events  that  mark  the  bloody  annals  of  Texas '  history. 
He  was  born  in  New  York  City,  in  1808,  and  as  a  youth 
he  had  ever  been  strongly  attracted  by  the  call  of  the 
sea.  He  spent  many  years  upon  the  Atlantic,  the 
Mediterranean  sea,  and  other  arms  of  that  intercon- 
tinental body  of  water,  and  he  quit  the  life  of  a  sailor 
as  a  Captain's  mate  at  New  Orleans,  to  become  a 
"land-lubber"  on  the  semi-arid  plains  of  the  Republic 
of  Texas.  With  the  passage  of  time,  having  stated 
his  desire  for  experiences  as  a  ranger,  he  returned 
to  Louisiana  for  an  indefinite  stay,  and  was  then  lost 
to  this  section  of  the  country  for  several  years.  Prior 
to  his  return  to  Louisiana,  Mr.  Morrison  had  loaned 
all  his  surplus  cash  to  a  friend  in  need  in  Texas,  and 
when  he  returned,  he  was  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able 
to  locate  that  individual,  who  acknowledged  his  obliga- 
tion and  offered  Mr.  Morrison  land  at  one  dollar  an 
acre  in  payment  of  the  entire  debt.  Mr.  Morrison 
accepted  the  offer,  and  straightway  settled  on  the  land 
he  had  thus  acquired.  He  later  married  Minerva  Wood, 
whose  father,  John  Wood,  came  to  Texas  from  South 
Carolina,  in  which  state  Jlrs.  Morrison  was  born.  Mr. 
Morrison  lived  quietly,  comfortoblv  nn.l  prosperously 
as  a  stock-farmer  until  his  dp:itli  '■  '--  I'^'W  men  in 
private  life  had  more  thrillins   ■■'  ''  :\rAn  he,  and 

in  his  reminiscent  moments  lif  ":i-  :i  .  \>  rllmt  enter- 
tainer of  a  group  of  home  foliss  ui  uiljcis,  who  always 
delighted  in  finding  him  in  a  humor  that  prompted 
him   to   live   again   the   experiences   of   his   earlier   days 
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in  tales  of  adventure  and  conquest,  both  concerning 
Ms  life  upon  the  seas  and  upon  the  fields  ot  lesas 
in  the  early  days.  He  was  a  man  unskilled  m  books, 
it  is  true  "but  he  was  wise  from  observation  and  ex- 
perience, and  he  knew  human  nature  as  men  of  varied 
life  only  can  come  to  apprehend  it.  He  acquired  title 
to  a  large  body  of  land  in  Eed  River  county  during 
his  later  years  and  when  he  died  in  1883  he  ™s  inde- 
pendent financially.  He  was  a  member  ot  the  Method  st 
church,  and  led  a  consistent  Christian  life.  JSmes  and 
Minerva  (Wood)  Morrison  had  three  children,  namely 
James;  George  of  this  review,  and  Mrs  Maggie  Hamil- 
ton,  of  Bogata,  Texas,  the  first  named  being  now   de- 

"Tudge  Morrison  received  a  high  school  education  in 
Paris  Ind  the  Honey  Grove  schools,  and  when  he  quitted 
school  held  a  first  grade  certificate  to  teach  in  the  public 
schools.  He  taught  in  the  country  districts  for  a  tew 
terms  and  then  entered  politics  m  1894  as  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  District  Clerk.  He  was  elected  and 
succeeded  Judge  Kennedy  in  the  ofliee,  a^d  for  four  ^ 
years  he  served  in  that  capacity.  During  that  time  he 
prepared  himself  for  the  practice  of  l^w,  and  m  1890 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  state.  He  had 
scarcely  established  himself  in  practice  betore  a  vacancy 
occurred  in  the  office  he  had  but  recently  vacated,  and 
he  was  appointed  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of 
E  B  Epperson.  He  was  elected  to  succeed  himself 
aid  resfgned  from  the  office  in  1901  with  the  intention 
of  engaging  in  the  abstract  and  title  busmess,  m  con- 
nection ^ith  his  regular  law  P^'^«t''=<^' rLw^'lflO 
actively  engaged  in  that  work.  In  November,  1910, 
he  vlas^lected  to  the  office  of  county  judge,  ^is  f-elec^ 
tion  to  the  office  following  in  ^''^.ll*J^'l.^^}-\.^^l 
of  his  political  activity  has  been  withm  the  ranks  o± 
the  dominant  party  of  Bed  Eiver  county,  and  beyond 
his  own  candidacy,  he  has  had  no  connection  with  politics 
In  March  1894,  Judge  Morrison  was  married  to  Miss 
Ida  Wo4,'a  daughter  of  «• /•  ^Vork  She  died  m 
1895  and  in  1898  he  married  Miss  l..-ie  "^;  ■  ■' 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Alexander  Eoger,  of  CaiiM.n  -'J'  -'  ■'- 
In  the  household  of  the  judge  is  an  adnphMl  "•"-»'• 
Marguerite,   who   completes   the   trio   ot    then    duint  .tit 

^'^Masonry  and  Oddfellowship  have  appealed  t^o  the 
fraternal  instincts  of  Judge  Morrison  and  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  of  the  former 
order. 

A  EALPH  KiCHOLSON.  Within  the  pages  of  this  work 
wiltbe  found  specific  mention  of  a  goodly  Pe;;ef;gy; 
the  representative  members  of  tbe  bar  of  Hunt  county, 
and  to  such  consideration  Mr.  Nicholson  is  specially  en 
mied  He  is  engaged  in  the  suceesstul  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Greenfille  and  his  progressive  attitude  and 
^Mc  ToyaVy  a're  shown  in  his  liberality  in  the  suppor 
of  the  important  project  of  the  Greenville  &  Whiteright 
Northern  Traction  Company,  of  which  corporation  he  is 
president  and  general  manager,  and  m  t^e  financing  of 
which  he  was  the  dominating  figure.  He  is  a  young  man 
of  distinctive  initiative  and  administrative  abihty  and 
is  known  as  one  of  the  most  progressive  citizens  ot 
northeastern  Texas,  even  as  he  is  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular of  his  native  county.  .„       ,  . 

Mr  Nicholson  was  born  at  Greenville ,  his  present 
home,'  on  the  4th  of  May,  1884,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late 
John  I.  Nicholson,  who  was  a  resident  of  Greenville  for 
more  than  half  a  century  and  who  was  one  of  the  most 
honored  and  influential  citizens  of  Hunt  county  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1910.  He  was  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  sterling  pioneer  families  of 
northern  Texas  and  the  major  part  of  his  active  career 
was  devoted  to  practice  of  law,  in  connection  with  which 
he  attained  to  a  large  measure  of  success.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Ella  Cushman,  still  maintains 


her  home  in  Greenville,  and  of  the  children  four   sons 
and  one  daughter  survive  the  honored  father. 

He  whose  name  initiates  this  article  gained  his  early 
educational  discipline  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city.  As  an  expert  stenographer  he  held  the  position  of 
court  reporter  of  Hunt  county  for  three  years,  and  his 
experience  in  this  line  doubtless  quickened  his  ambition 
to  enter  the  legal  profession.  He  studied  law  under 
effective  private  preeeptorship  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1904,  since  which  time  he  has  continued  in  the 
active  and  successful  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Greenville. 

The  work  of  his  profession  has  not  absorbed  the  entire 
attention  ot  Mr.  Nicholson,  as  his  progressive  ideas  and 
well  directed  ambition  have  prompted  him  to  effective 
enterprise  in  connection  with  street  and  interurban  elec- 
tric railway  promotion  and  construction.  His  courage 
in  the  face  of  obstacles  has  been  undaunted  and  he  has 
pressed  forward  to  the  accomplishment  of  large  and  im- 
portant undertakings  in  this  field  of  semi-public  cuter- 
prise.  He  was  one  of  the  foremost  in  bringing  about 
the  installation  of  the  present  street  railway  system  in 
Greenville,  and  he  originated  the  plan  of  constructing 
the  electric  line  between  this  city  and  Mineral  Heights, 
a  suburb  of  GreenvUle.  He  effected  the  construction  of 
this  line  and  the  same  was  placed  in  operation  in  May, 
1913 — a  valuable  contribution  to  public  utility  service  in 
Himt  county.  The  line  is  a  part  of  the  properties  con- 
trolled by  the  Greenville  &  Whiteright  Northern  Traction 
Company,  which  was  organized  by  Mr.  Nicholson  and 
which  gained  the  required  financial  support  through  his 
efforts.  He  is  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
company,  which  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
state,  and  the  main  line  of  the  system  extends  from 
Greenville  a  distance  of  thirty  miles,  in  a  northwest 
direction,  through  Hunt  and  Collin  counties.  Its  ter- 
minus in  the  latter  county  is  in  the  village  of  Anna, 
where  connection  is  made  with  the  line  of  the  Dallas 
and  Sherman  interurban  line.  The  line  of  the  Northern 
Traction  Company  was  completed  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  1913  and  the  system  is  one  of  inestimable 
benefit  to  the  section  of  country  which  it  traverses,  as 
well  as  to  the  city  of  Greenville,  in  furthering  the 
latter 's  precedence  as  an  industrial  and  commercial 
center.  The  line  passes  through  one  of  the  most  opulent 
agricultural  districts  of  Texas,  and  its  equipment  in  all 
particulars  is  of  the  best  modern  type,  and  the  cars  are 
operated  by  most  improved  type  of  motors.  Great  credit 
is  due  to  Mr.  Nicholson  for  his  splendid  achievement  in 
this  connection,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  he 
undertook  the  great  project  with  no  previous  experience 
in  such  work  or  in  the  obtaining  of  necessary  capitalistic 
reinforcement.  He  has  shown  remarkable  sagacity  as  a 
financier  and  executive,  has  boldly  faced  and  surmounted 
seemingly  insuperable  obstacles,  and,  though  not  yet 
thirty  years  of  age,  he  has  made  a  record  that  would  be 
creditable  to  a  man  of  wide  and  mature  experience  in 
this  field  of  enterprise.  He  gave  his  personal  supervision 
to  all  details  of  progressive  work,  from  the  obtaining  of 
the  right-of-way,  the  raising  of  funds  and  the  employing 
of  contractors,  to  the  buying  of  the  equipment  for  the 
road.  Further  honor  is  due  to  him  by  reason  of  the 
circumstances  that  in  achieving  this  noteworthy  work  he 
carried  the  road  to  completion  without  the  issuing  of  an 
iota  of  watered  stock  or  the  placing  of  fictitious  valua- 
tions. Every  share  of  stock  sold  was  placed  at  its  par 
value,  without  commission  to  intermediate  agents,  and 
only  a  minimum  bond  issue  was  required.  Cash  was  paid 
for' the  greater  part  of  construction  work  and  equipment, 
and  thus  the  company  has  initiated  its  practical  opera- 
tions under  the  most  favorable  conditions.  The  road  has 
been  effective  in  increasing  values  of  land  throughout 
the  sections  it  traverses  and  it  affords  to  the  residents 
of  these  districts  most  valuable  facilities,  as  may  well 
be  understood. 

Mr.  Nicholson  was  married  June  15,  1904,  to  Hattie 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


1845 


Castleberry,  of  Greenville,  daughter  of  James  W.  Castle- 
berry  and  Johanna  Castleberry  of  this  city.  They  have 
three  children:  Ethel  Mae,  Martha  Virginia  and  Ealph 
Castleberry. 

From  the  foregoing  statements  it  may  readily  be 
understood  that  Mr.  Nicholson  is  numbered  among  the 
most  loyal  and  progressive  young  men  of  the  county  and 
state  that  have  ever  represented  his  home  and  of  whose 
varied  advantages  and  attractions  he  is  deeply  appreci- 
ative. In  his  personal  popularity  he  sets  at  naught  any 
application  of  the  Scriptural  aphorism  that  ' '  a  prophet 
is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own  country, ' '  and  he 
is  not  only  an  able  lawyer  but  also  a  veritable  ' '  captain 
of  industry"  in  northern  Texas. 

Egbert  C.  Graves.  Since  the  closing  year  of  the 
CivU  war  Robert  C.  Graves  has  been  a  resident  of  Red 
Eiver  county,  and  of  Clarksville  since  ISSO.  After 
twenty  years  spent  as  a  cotton  grower,  he  took  his 
place  in  the  county  as  a  candidate  for  public  office, 
and  since  1881  he  has  held  various  offices  in  the  admin- 
istration of  the  business  of  the  county.  He  served 
the  public  well  in  the  years  of  his  activity  as  an  office 
holder,  and  of  late  years  after  devoting  himself  to  farm- 
ing for  a  time,  he  disposed  of  his  country  interests  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Clarksville,  here  devoting  himself 
to  surveying  and  the  study  of  the  subject  in  its  more 
recent  phases. 

Born  at  Perryville,  Tennessee,  on  September  4,  1845, 
Robert  C.  Graves  is  a  son  of  Wiley  Graves  and  his 
wife,  Sarah  (Graham)  Graves.  Wiley  Graves  left 
Tennessee,  his  native  state  in  1847,  settling  in  Cass 
county,  Texas,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  was  born  at  Perryville,  Tennessee,  in  1811, 
where  he  obtained  what  slight  education  he  came  to 
posse-ss,  and  passed  his  life  as  a  plain  citizen  of  the 
rural  type.  He  died  in  1868.  He  manifested  some 
skepticism  toward  orthodox  Christianity  in  early  and 
middle  life,  but  later  drifted  away  from  Universalism 
toward  the  doctrine  of  immersion  and  other  tenets  of 
the  Baptist  faith  prior  to  his  death.  He  was  the  son 
of  George  Graves,  who  was  born  in  Scotland,  and  who 
spent  his  later  years  in  Tennessee.  He  had  sons  named 
Benjamin,  John,  Archibald,  Hiram  and  Wiley.  The 
latter  married  Sarah  Graham,  as  has  been  mentioned 
previously,  she  being  the  daughter  of  a  Tennessee  farmer 
of  Irish  birth.  She  was  born  in  1809  and  died  in  1875. 
To  them  were  born  four  children.  George  W.  died  in 
Red  Eiver  county,  leaving  a  family;  Sarah  married 
AV.  H.  H.  Story  and  died  in  Franklin  county,  Texas; 
Tennessee  became  the  wife  of  Medford  Story  and  died 
in  Red  River  county;  and  Robert  C,  the  subject  of  this 
review,  who  is  older  than  the  sisters. 

Robert  C.  Graves  attended  school  in  Linden,  Texas, 
and  finished  his  education  after  the  war.  He  was  en- 
thusiastic in  his  support  of  the  southern  cause,  and 
joined  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America 
in  June,  1861,  enlisting  in  the  Lone  Star  Company,  at 
Jefferson,  Texas.  Captain  Cameron  and  his  company 
served  the  first  sixteen  months  of  the  war  with  the 
Ninth  Kentucky  Infantry  under  Col.  Hunt,  and  was 
in  Breckenridge 'a  old  brigade.  For  twelve  months  be- 
fore the  Ninth  Kentucky  was  reorganized  Mr.  Graves 
commanded  his  company  as  orderly  sergeant.  When  the 
reorganization  took  place  at  Tupelo,  Tennessee,  the 
"Lone  Star"  company  was  assigned  to  the  Thirty- 
second  Texas  commanded  by  Col.  Andrews  and  placed 
in  General  Ector's  brigade.  Mr.  Graves  took  part  in 
the  engagements  at  Shiloh,  Murfreesboro,  the  first  liattle 
before  Vicksburg,  Hartsvdle,  Baton  Rouge,  the  Battle 
of  Jackson,  Mis.sissippi,  and  at  Chickamauga,  where,  on 
the  19th  of  September,  1863,  a  shot  tore  away  his  right 
arm,  which  was  amputated  on  the  battlefield  at  Chicka- 
mauga Springs;  he  was  then  sent  to  the  hospital  at 
Noonan,  Georgia.     His  part  of  the  war  was  over  then, 


and  the  young  man  returned  home  and  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  the  strengthening  of  his  unfinished  education. 

He  was  still  under  age  when  he  came  to  Red  River 
county,  and  here  took  up  work  as  a  school-teacher,  or, 
it  might  be  said,  as  a  student,  who  by  that  means  en- 
deavored to  gather  up  the  loose  ends  of  the  neglected 
threads  of  a  common  school  education.  Whatever  his 
object,  he  applied  himself  vigorously  to  the  task  in 
hand,  and  it  may  well  be  imagined  that  the  future  of 
the  young  soldier,  mutilated  in  body  and  unfitted  for 
the  business  of  life  by  an  insufficient  school  training,  was 
anything  but  a  bright  one  when  he  established  him- 
self in  the  vicinity  of  Clarksville.  Notwithstanding  the 
discouraging  elements  with  which  he  seemed  to  be 
environed,  he  still  had  within  him  the  possibilities  of- 
success,  for  he  had  lost  neither  faith  nor  hope  in  him- 
self. He  had  been  schooled  to  the  work  of  the  farm  in 
the  days  when  the  land  was  at  peace,  and  when  the 
alarm  of  war  no  longer  sounded,  he  quite  naturally 
turned  his  attention  to  farm  life  once  more.  So  it  was 
that  he  gave  himself  to  the  business  of  cotton  growing 
in  Red  River  county,  and  for  practically  twenty  years 
continued  prosperously  in  the  work.  Those  years  had 
been  sufficient  to  establish  him  in  the  confidence  of 
his  fellows,  and  when  he  offered  his  services  for  the 
office  of  tax  assessor  of  the  county  in  1881,  his  candi- 
dacy was  favorably  received  and  he  was  elected  to  the 
office.  He  filled  the  berth  for  four  years  and  acquitted 
himself  so  creditably  that  he  found  himself  well  estab- 
lished in  the  good  will  of  the  people,  so  that  when  he 
aspired  to  further  public  service  as  tax  collector  of  the 
county  at  the  hands  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  was 
again  elected,  and  he  administered  the  affairs  of  the 
office  for  six  years,  when  he  relinquished  all  claims  to 
further  recognition  in  the  realm  of  public  service. 

Unlike  many  a  good  man  who  has  filled  office  and  given 
admirable  service,  the  fascination  for  it  failed  to  absorb 
Mr.  Graves  so  as  to  unfit  him  for  further  effective 
work  on  his  farm,  and  he  resumed  his  old  place  in  the 
farming  industry  in  1891,  continuing  there  until  1910, 
when  he  sold  his  place  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Clarksville.  Here  he  has  found  opportunity  to  apply 
the  principles  of  surveying  which  had  lain  dormant 
within  him  almost  entirely  since  the  war,  and  to  give 
expression  in  tangible  form  of  the  knowledge  of  land 
surveys  and  ownerships  gained  while  he  assessed  and 
collected  taxes  in  the  county  twenty  years  ago. 

On  February  14,  1867,  Mr.  Graves  married  Miss 
Amelia  Fleming,  a  daughter  of  Perry  Fleming,  early 
settlers  in  Texas  from  the  state  of  Georgia.  The  other 
Fleming  children  were  Mrs.  Mary  Stone,  now  deceased; 
Thomas,  of  Red  River  county;  Major,  a  sobriquet, 
but  was  never  known  by  his  Christian  name,  who  died 
in  the  Confederate  service;  and  James,  who  passed  away 
in  later  years.  The  issue  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  are: 
Morgan,  who  is  cashier  of  the  Red  Eiver  National 
Bank,  and  who  married  Miss  Hallie  Dick;  Clovis,  who 
is  a  member  of  the  Marable  Hardware  Company,  of 
Clarksville,  who  married  Miss  Vada  Sivly;  Patrick, 
a  merchant  of  Clarksville,  who  married  Miss  Jim  John- 
son; Stella,  the  wife  of  Elmo  McClinton,  a  member 
of  Marable  Hardware  Company,  at  Clarksville;  Delia, 
who  married  Brit  Dickson,  who  is  in  the  grocery  business 
at  Clarksville;  and  Cleveland,  who  is  Mrs.  Ollie 
Doak,  of  ClarksvUle,  Texas,  and  her  husband  is  in  tho 
dry  goods  business,  with  The  Doak  Dry  Goods  Store. 
All  the  various  members  of  this  family  have  come  to 
occupy,  places  of  prominence  in  their  various  com- 
munities, and  they  constitute  a  group  of  which  their 
parents  may  well  be  proud.  Mr.  and  ilrs.  Graves  them- 
selves take  a  high  place  in  the  best  circles  of  Clarks- 
ville, where  they  are  esteemed  for  their  many  splendid 
qualities  of  heart  and  mind  by  many  who  have  known 
them  through  long  years  of  intimacy. 
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W.  D.  Wagxer.  Dalhart  is  not  least  among  those 
centers  of  trade  and  population  which  typify  the  splendid 
prosperity  of  the  Panhandle,  and  its  developments 
in  many  ways  to  the  efforts  of  one  man,  W.  D.  Wagner. 
He  started  out  in  life  with  no  money  and  with  no  pros- 
pects, nothing  but  energy  and  a  tremendous  determina- 
tion to  succeed.  For  what  he  has  done,  and  for  what 
he  is,  he  is  now  admired  and  respected  and  has  a  solid 
position  in  his  community. 

W.  D.  Wagner  was  born  May  28,  1864,  in  Houston 
county,  Texas,  and  is  therefore  a  Texan  by  birth  as  well 
as  by  inclination.  His  parents  were  Francis  Henry 
Wagner  and  Cynthia  M.  (Pritchard)  Wagner.  The 
former  was  born  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in  1820, 
•  and  grew  up  in  that  old  aristocratic  center  of  southern 
culture.  When  he  came  of  age  he  became  a  large 
slave  holder  and  planter  in  his  native  state,  but  seeing 
the  opportunities  in  the  new  country  in  the  southwest, 
came  to  Texas  and  settled  in  Houston  county  in  1857. 
In  the  struggle  between  the  north  and  south  he  was  one 
of  the  first  to  offer  his  services  to  the  Confederate 
government  and  throughout  the  four  long  years  of  the 
war  he  took  an  active  part.  The  privations  and  dangers 
of  those  years  proved  too  much  for  him,  and  he  returned 
to  his  home  at  the  end  of  the  war  with  his  health  im- 
paired so  seriously  that  he  never  fully  recovered  his 
strength.  After  freeing  his  slaves  and  selling  his  planta- 
tion in  Houston  county,  he  removed  to  Crockett  and  lived 
there  until  his  death  in  1878.  He  married  Cynthia  M. 
Pritchard.  Without  a  murmur  at  the  sacrifices  which 
she  had  to  make  and  the  dangerous  and  lonely  existence 
which  she  would  have  to  live  on  the  Texas  frontier,  this 
courageous  young  woman  came  with  her  husband  to 
his  new  home  in  Texas,  and  proved  herself  of  the  same 
metal  as  her  pioneer  ancestors,  who  had  helped  their 
husbands  build  their  log  cabins  east  of  the  AUeghanies. 
She  died  in  Crockett  at  the  age  of  forty  in  1870.  Six 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  five  boys  and  one  girl, 
and  of  these  W.  D.  Wagner  was  the  fourth. 

The  education  of  Mr.  Wagner  was  secured  in  the 
public  and  later  in  the  private  schools  of  Houston 
county.  He  was  just  six  years  old  when  his  mother  died 
and  the  death  of  his  father  left  him  an  orphan  at  the 
age  of  fourteen.  Two  years  later,  in  December,  1880, 
he  set  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  Reach- 
ing El  Paso,  with  the  courage  and  hope  of  youth,  he 
applied  for  a  position  on  the  El  Paso  Times,  then 
the  leading  newspaper  of  the  southwest.  Work  was 
given  him  in  the  mailing  department.  Other  positions 
came  to  him  on  that  paper,  each  change  being  in  the 
nature  of  a  promotion,  until  after  three  years,  having 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  many  phases  of  newspaper 
work,  he  returned  home.  In  Crockett  he  was  in  the 
newspaper  business,  and  later  established  and  conducted 
for  several  years  a  paper  at  Groveton.  In  January, 
1890,  Mr.  Wagner  moved  to  Hardeman  county,  and  from 
that  section  in  1901  came  to  the  Dalhart  in  search 
of  better  pasturage.  There  he  took  charge  of  the 
townsite  of  Dalhart,  succeeded  in  getting  people  to  buy 
lots  and  interested  them  in  locating  in  Dalhart  and 
the  surrounding  country.  Since  this  start  he  has  gone 
into  the  real  estate  business  in  rnnipst.  making  a  study 
of    conditions    in    various   sei-tiiin-    ..f    ili.'    cduntry,    and 

visiting    a    number    of    farniinu uMiiiitics    in    Iowa, 

Missouri,  Kansas  and  other  stm.'^,  timn  which  he  has 
drawn  of  the  best  to  build  up  this  section.  He  has 
not  only  brought  farmers,  but  also  business  men, 
with  money  to  invest.  From  the  small  beginning  with 
which  Mr.  Wagner  started,  he  has  seen  Dalhart  grow 
to  a  town  of  almost  metropolitan  proportions.-  With 
two  railroads  intersecting  at  this  point,  and  with  the 
prosperous  farming  and  cattle-raising  country  tributary 
to  it,  the  town  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the  large 
cities  of  Texas,  when  the  country  reaches  its  normal 
development.  The  two  railroads,  the  Eock  Island  and 
the  Fort  Worth  and  Denver  City,  both  have  direct  con- 


nections with  all  trans-continental  and  northern  and 
southern  lines.  Dalhart  also  has  the  business  that  always 
centers  in  a  county  seat,  for-  it  holds  that  relation  to 
Dallam  county. 

Mr.  Wagner  has  naturally  held  many  important  posi- 
tions in  Dalhart  business  life.  He  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  County  Fair  Association  at  Dalhart, 
and  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  establishment  of 
the  government  experimental  farm  located  near  Dalhart. 
He  was  elected  mayor,  in  1906,  serving  until  1910,  and 
during  his  administration  great  strides  in  the  improv- 
ing and  modernizing  of  the  city  were  taken.  One  of 
the  best  sewer  systems  of  the  state  was  constructed, 
sidewalks  and  streets  were  made,  and  many  other  im- 
provements were  added.  He  was  the  universal  choice 
for  mayor  in  1913,  but  declined  the  nomination.  Mr. 
Wagner  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  was  the  first  exalted  ruler  of  the 
lodge  in  Dalhart. 

In  Quitman,  Texas,  on  November  12,  1896,  Mr.  Wag- 
ner married  Mrs.  Ida  L.  Setzer,  a  daughter  of  D.  T. 
and  Mary  Lipscomb.  Her  father  is  now  deceased,  but 
her  mother  is  still  living  with  her  son  in  Quitman  at 
the  age  of  eighty.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wagner  have  one 
child,  Julia  Wagner,  born  in  1898  in  Quanah  and  who 
died  at  the  age  of  three  and  a  half  years  at  Kirksville, 
Missouri,  in  1902. 

Though  a  man  of  accomplishment,  Mr.  Wagner  is  as 
unassuming  and  as  lacking  in  conceit  as  the  simplest 
farmer.^  Of  a  genial  and  kindly  disposition  he  is  always 
ready  to  do  a  favor  for  any  one,  and  the  energy  and 
perseverance  with  which  he  has  built  a  town  out  of 
the  wilderness  make  him  a  power  for  good  in  this 
section.  He  can  jirobably  number  more  sincere  friends 
than  some  of  those  men  whose  names  may  so  often  be 
found  on  the  front  pages  or  in  the  political  columns  of 
the  newspapers,  for  his  friends  are  the  kind  that  last 
through  every  success  or  failure. 

Judge  Harvix  W.  Moore.  No  kindlier  or  more  benign 
spirit  ever  found  place  in  mortal  tenement  than  that 
which  represented  the  noble  personality  of  Judge  Harvin 
W.  Moore,  who  labored  with  all  of  zeal  and  devotion 
in  aiding  and  upli'fting  his  fellow  men.  He  was  a 
clergyman  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South,  and 
after  retiring  from  regular  pastoral  work  he  continued  to 
labor  with  utmost  consecration  and  earnestness  as  a 
local  preacher.  He  had  a  high  sense  of  personal  steward- 
ship, was  tolerant  and  kindly  in  his  judgment,  as  he 
well  understood  the  well-springs  of  human  thought  and 
motive,  and  though  he  was  a  man  of  high  intellectual 
attainments  and  broad  views  he  was  entirely  free  from 
bigotry  and  selfish  conceptions  concerning  his  fellow 
men  and  his  general  relations  with  a  workaday  world. 
He  endeared  himself  to  all  who  came  within  the  sphere 
of  his  gracious  influence  and  when,  at  his  home  in  the 
city  of  Crockett,  Houston  county,  Texas,  he  was  sum- 
moned to  eternal  life,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1912, 
there  were  thousands  to  mourn  his  loss  with  a  deep 
sense  of  personal  bereavement.  Virile  and  independent, 
industrious  and  possessed  of  excellent  business  acumen, 
stern  in  his  ideas  of  personal  rectitude,  and  yet  en- 
dowed with  the  rarest  sweetness  of  soul,  he  was  a  man 
among  men  and  the  world  was  made  better  through  his 
having  lived. 

Judge  Moore  was  a  scion  of  sturdy  Scotch-Irish  and 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock  and  a  representative  of  a 
family  that  was  early  founded  in  the  southern  part  of 
our  great  national  domain,  so  that  he  was  essentially  a 
product  of  the  fine  old  south,  even  as  he  ever  exemplified 
the  courtly  and  gracious  charm  that  typified  the  old 
regime.  His  paternal  grandmother  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Jackson  and  was  a  representative  of  the  same 
family  that  produced  the  gallant  and  honored  Confed- 
erate officer  and  martyr.  General  ' '  Stonewall ' '  Jackson. 
Judge  Moore  was  born  at  Athens,  the  judicial  center  of 
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Limestone  county,  Alabama,  on  the  2d  of  May,  1S32, 
and  was  reareil  in  a  Christian  home  whose  environment 
and  associations  were  most  refined  and  benignant,  the 
while  he  was  afforded  excellent  educational  advantages, 
as  gauged  by  the  standards  of  the  locality  and  period. 
At  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years  he  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South,  and  his  entire  life 
thereafter  was  one  of  deep  consecration  to  the  faith 
which  he  professed  and  to  good  works. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  Judge  Moore  severed 
the  ties  that  bound  him  to  the  parental  home  and  set 
forth  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  For  some 
time  he  was  employed  on  a  ferry-boat  on  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  he  continued  to  be  identified  with  navigation 
interests  on  the  ' '  Father  of  Waters ' '  for  several  years. 
In  1854  he  came  to  Texas  and  made  Burnet  county  his 
destination.  A  young  man  of  excellent  education,  he 
there  found  ready  demand  for  his  services  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  pedagogic  profession,  to  which  he 
devoted  his  attention  for  two  years,  as  a  successful  and 
popular  teacher  in  the  pioneer  schools.  He  also  per- 
formed other  duties  demanding  high  mental  equipment. 
In  1859,  moved  by  an  earnest  desire  to  serve  his  fel- 
lowmen  and  forward  the  work  in  the  harvest  of  the 
Divine  Master,  he  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  South,  and  he  continued  his  active 
and  fruitful  labors  as  a  pastor  for  nine  years,  within 
which  he  held  charges  in  turn  at  Paris,  Liberty,  San 
Augustine,  Palestine  and  Crockett,  in  which  last  men- 
tioned city  he  continues  to  serve  as  a  local  preacher 
until  the  close  of  his  life,  his  interposition  being  in 
aemand  in  the  hours  of  joy  and  sorrow — at  baptisms, 
weddings  and  funerals,  and  also  in  temporarily  supply- 
ing vacant  pastorates. 

With  a  mind  of  exceptional  virility  and  rare  powers 
of  absorption  and  assimilation,  Judge  Moore  showed 
the  versatility  of  his  genius  by  preparing  himself,  with 
characteristic  thoroughness,  for  the  legal  profession. 
He  studied  under  the  able  preceptorship  of  Judge  L.  W. 
Cooper,  at  that  time  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
Houston  county  bar,  and  later  he  married  the  daughter 
of  his  honored  instructor.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1865  and  soon  gained  secure  prestige  as  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  bar  of  this  section  of  the 
state,  with  great  ability  and  resourcefulness  as  a  trial 
lawyer.  He  continued  in  the  active  and  successful  prac- 
tice of  law  for  many  years  and  a  few  years  prior  to 
his  death  he  retired  from  his  profession  to  give  his 
attention  to  the  supervision  of  his  various  real-estate 
and  capitalistic  interests,  which  represented  the  con- 
crete results  of  his  earnest  and  honorable  endeavors. 
While  ever  generous  and  charitable,  he  was  thrifty  and 
circumspect  in  business  affairs,  and  he  thus  amassed  an 
appreciable  fortune  in  Texas  lands  and  other  properties. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  several  thousand  acres 
of  land,  in  Houston,  Haskell,  Eobertson  and  other  Texas 
counties,  besides  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  residence 
properties  in  Crockett,  where  he  maintained  his  home 
until  the  close  of  his  life. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Judge  Moore  went 
to  the  front  as  an  independent  soldier,  and  he  served 
as  chaplain  of  his  company  in  a  Texas  regiment  of  the 
Confederate  service  during  virtually  the  entire  period 
of  the  war,  his  command  having  been  on  duty  prin- 
cipally in  Texas  and  Arkansas.  He  was  affiliated  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity  for  many  yerirs  prior  to  his 
demise,  and,  like  all  ntlii'i  .In^,'  ,,l^,'.,\ri^  cf  the  teach- 
ings  of   the   time-honorc-^l    tr.it. riiit\ .   Ii.'    I.licved   that   a 

good  Mason   must   nei-cs-;ii  ily   l.c   :i    - I    (  Inistian.     He 

was  well  fortified  in  his  opinions  concerning  matters  of 
economic  and  governmental  policy  and  was  an  efficient 
and  zealous  exponent  of  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  to  which  he  ever  gave  unfaltering  alle- 
giance. 

In  1867  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Judge  Moore 
to  Miss  Georgia  Cooper,  who  was  born  in  Georgia  and 


who  was  a  daughter  of  Judge  L.  W.  Cooper.  Her 
father  came  to  Texas  in  an  early  day  and  was  for 
many  years  a  power  in  the  i-.jnils  nf  Houston  and  other 
counties  of  the  eastern  ]>;iit  mT  ilir  st,ili>,  besides  which 
he  attained  to  high  repiil.-ii  umi  :is  :i  Jurist,  Of  the 
five  children  of  this  union   tliin'  ;iic   li\iiig. 

Leboy  L.  Moore,  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  of  the 
five  children  of  the  honored  subject  of  this  memoir,  was 
born  in  the  fine  old  homestead  in  Crockett,  on  the  26th 
of  November,  1884,  and  in  his  character  and  achieve- 
ment as  a  representative  young  man  of  his  native  county, 
he  has  fully  upheld  the  prestige  of  the  name  which  he 
bears.  He  availed  himself  fully  of  the  advantages  of 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and  thereafter  com- 
pleted a  three  years'  course  in  each  of  the  following 
named  institutions — Alexander  Collegiate  Institute,  at 
Jacksonville,  Texas;  the  Southwestern  University,  at 
Georgetown,  this  state,  and  the  law  department  of 
the  University  of  Texas,  at  Austin.  He  was  graduated 
in  each  of  these  institutions  and  received  his  degrees 
of  B.  A.  from  the  S.  \V.  I',  in  1907  and  Bachelor  of 
Laws  from  the  st:it<'  iniivrisity  in  1910.  Upon  his 
graduation  in  the  law  ilrpintiiiciit  he  was  honored  by 
being  elected  to  the  position  of  quiz-master  in  that  de- 
partment, but  the  impaired  health  of  his  father  neces- 
sitated his  returning  home  after  retaining  this  office  one 
month.  Since  the  death  of  his  father  he  has  given  the 
major  part  of  his  time  and  atloition  lo  supervising  the 
affairs  of  the  large  fannlv  r-t:itc  and  has  also  been 
identified  with  several  jiri\ati'  intci  |ii  iscs.  His  inten- 
tion is  to  enter  actively  upon  tlio  luailico  of  law  in  the 
near  future,  and  to  fortify  himself  more  fully  for  his 
chosen  profession  he  will  complete  a  post-graduate 
course  in  the  law  department  of  historic  old  Harvard 
University. 

Like  his  father,  Mr.  Moore  is  a  most  zealous  church- 
man and  he  is  a  valued  and  influential  worker  in  the 
local  parish  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South. 
Besides  being  a  member  of  the  board  of  church  con- 
nections he  has  entered  upon  his  fourth  term  of  service 
as  superintendent  of  this  Sunday  school,  in  which  de- 
partment of  church  activity  he  has  accomplished  a 
most  fruitful  work.  He  is  an  uncompromising  adherent 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  is  identified  with  repre- 
sentative social  organizations  in  his  native  city,  where 
his  circle  of  friends  is  coincident  with  that  of  his 
acquaintances  and  where  he  still  permits  his  name  to 
remain  engrossed  on  the  roster  of  eligible  bachelors.  His 
only  sister,  Mrs.  Ruby  DeCuir,  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  A.  M. 
DeCuir,  a  prominent  druggist  and  representative  business 
man  of  Crockett;  and  his  brother,  Dr.  Harvin  C.  Moore, 
is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the 
city  of  Houston,  as  a  specialist  in  the  treatment  of 
genito-urninary  diseases,  besides  which  he  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  at  the  present  time  president  of  the 
Harris  County  Medical  Society.  Mr.  L.  L.  Moore  is  a 
zealous  member  of  the  local  chapter  of  I.  O.  O.  F., 
No.  901,  of  Crockett,  Texas. 

Dr.  Frank  Charles  Floeckinger.  When  Dr.  Frank 
Charles  Floeckinger  came  from  his  native  Germany  to 
America  in  1S96,  he  made  his  first  location  in  Galveston, 
where  he  established  himself  in  general  practice  and 
continued  for  four  years.  In  1900,  however,  he  moved 
to  Taylor,  Texas,  and  here  he  has  since  continued  to  be 
professionally  engaged,  although  he  has  withdrawn 
largely  from  general  practice  and  confines  himself  almost 
exclusively  to  surgery  and  gynecology.  In  the  years  of 
his  practice  here  he  has  become  distinguished  for  his 
acconqdishments  which  are  of  an  especially  praiseworthy 
nature  and  the  profession  has  honoreil  him  in  various 
ways.  He  conducts  a  ten-room  private  hospital  or  sani- 
tarium in  Taylor,  which,  though  small,  is  excellently 
equipped  and  most  modern  in  its  appointments. 

The  doctor  was  born  at  Innsbruch,  Austria,  in  1870, 
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and  received  his  education  in  the  excellent  schools  of  his 
native  land.  Five  years  in  the  public  schools  vrere  fol- 
lowed by  eight  years  of  rigorous  training  in  the  German 
Gymnasium,  comparing  creditably  with  our  best  high 
schools,  and  when  he  had  here  prepared  himself  for 
higher  studies  he  entered  the  Medical  University  of 
Innsbruch,  later  attending  the  University  of  Garaz  and 
being  graduated  from  the  latter  named  place  in  1895, 
when  he  received  his  medical  degree.  He  then  became 
assistant  surgeon  for  the  Italian  Lloyd  Steamship  Com- 
pany at  Trieste,  and  the  following  year  came  to  Amer- 
ica, locating  at  Galveston  in  1896,  as  has  been  stated 
in  a  previous  paragraph. 

Dr.  Floeckinger 's  advancement  has  been  rapid  and 
justified  for  he  has  given  his  best  energies  and  talents 
to  his  work  at  all  times.  In  1903  he  was  appointed 
assistant  surgeon  of  the  Second  Infantry,  Texas  National 
Guard,  with  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant,  and  on  June 
24,  1904,  was  appointed  to  his  present  post  of  Captain 
and  Assistant  Surgeon,  Medical  Corjis  of  the  National 
Guard  of  Texas.  In  1909  Dr.  Floeckinger  represented 
San  Antonio  as  a  delegate  to  the  Conference  of  Naval 
and  Military  Surgeons  of  the  United  States,  before 
which  body  he  read  a  brilliant  paper  on  ' '  Compound 
Fractures."  He  is  a  member  of  the  County,  State  and 
American  Medical  Associations,  and  active  in  all  three 
organizations. 

Dr.  Floeckinger  married  Miss  Hilda  von  Boggen- 
brucke,  who  was  born  and  reared  at  Comfort,  Texas. 
Mrs.  Floeckinger  is  a  graduate  nurse  and  in  her  position 
as  matron  of  her  husband's  hospital  conducts  the  train- 
ing school  for  nurses  at  the  hospital. 

CoL.  Andrew  Todd  McKinnet.  The  state  of  Texas 
has  reason  for  grateful  renieiiibram-,.  tn  the  name  of 
McKinney,  which  has  been  ideiii  ili.  .1  witli  |ii(.neer  educa- 
tional work,  the  institution  ami  |ii I^ation  of  re- 
ligion and  morality,  and  with  imlilii-  lite  in  many  direc- 
tions. Andrew  Todd  McKinney  is  the  veteran  repre- 
sentative of  the  family,  and  has  lived  at  Huntsville, 
and  claims  that  place  as  his  home  since  18.50,  with  the 
exception  of  some  nine  years  spent  in  Mississippi,  and 
other  brief  intervals  while  he  was  away  at  college  or 
away  at  war. 

Andrew  Todd  McKinnev  was  born  in  Illinois,  March 
18,  1838.  His  grandfatheV  Samuel  McKiTinoy  was  born 
in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  and  soon  attnr  In^  mairiage 
to  Margaret  Findley  came  to  the  I'liit.^l  sintr^  and 
settled  in  Hawkins  county,  Tennessee,  a  state  wliich  also 
honored  the  name.  There  was  a  large  family  born  to 
the  grandparents.  One  of  them  was  Judge  McKinney 
of  the  Tennessee  Supreme  Court.  Another  was  Dr. 
McKinney,  a  prominent  physician  of  Tennessee.  One  of 
the  daughters  Elizabeth,  married  a  Wilson,  another 
married  a  Eafter,  and  still  another  married  a  Murphy. 
Grandfather  McKinney  came  to  the  United  States  about 
the  year  1800,  and  died  in  Eogersville,  Tennessee. 

Dr.  Samuel  McKinney,  father  of  the  Huntsville  law- 
yer, was  born  in  Hawkins  county,  Tennessee,  in  1807, 
was  educated  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  graduated  in  1832,  and  spent  all  his  active  career  in 
educational  and  religious  work.  For  a  time  he  was  a 
temporary  resident  as  a  missionary  in  the  state  of  Illi- 
nois. His  church  was  the  Presbyterian,  and  after  being 
licensed  to  preach  he  went  out  west  and  did  a  great 
deal  of  missionizing  along  the  frontier.  In  1836  he  was 
married  in  Illinois  to  Miss  Nancy  "W.  Todd,  whose 
father,  Dr.  Andrew  Todd  came  from  Chester  county, 
South  Carolina,  and  practiced  medicine  at  St.  Louis  until 
his  death.  Dr.  Samuel  McKinney  will  always  have  a 
prominent  place  in  educational  history  in  Texas  as 
the  founder  of  Austin  College  at  Huntsville  which  insti- 
tution -was  subsequently  moved  to  Sherman.  Dr.  McKin- 
ney did  his  last  educational  work  in  Huntsville  at 
Austin  College  and  died  in  that  city  in  1879.  Along 
with   his    teaching   he   was    active    in    the   Presbyterian 


ministry,  and  had  charge  at  one'  time  of  the  Huntsville 
church,  and  did  more  or  less  pastoral  work  in  outside 
churches.  He  took  a  decided  stand  in  opposition  to 
secret  societies.  His  wife  died  September  10,  1878, 
leaving  the  following  children :  Andrew  T. ;  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Davis,  who  died  at  San  Augustine,  Texas;  Eleanor, 
who  married  Judge  Benton  Randolph  of  Huntsville.  and 
died  there;  Mrs.  Cornelia  Smedes,  a  widow,  living  at 
Boulder,  Colorado ;  and  Dr.  B.  A.  McKinney  of  LaGrange, 
Texas.  Dr.  Samuel  McKinney  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  married  Mrs.  E.  L.  Copes,  who  soon  after- 
wards died. 

Andrew  Todd  McKinney  was  twelve  years  old  when  his 
father  came  to  Texas,  and  he  grew  up  in  this  state, 
was  educated  in  Austin  College  at  Huntsville,  and  was 
subsequently  sent  east  and  graduated  from  Princeton 
University  in  1858.  His  studies  for  the  law  were  pur- 
sued at  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  where  he  was  under  the 
supervision  of  Judge  Robert  J.  McKinney,  previously 
referred  to.  Mr.  McKinney  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Knoxville,  and  began  practice  at  Huntsville,  in  January, 
1866.  Previously  he  had  read  law  at  New  Orleans, 
had  taught  schools  at  Centerville,  and  assisted  his  father 
in  educational  work  in  Ascension  Parish  in  Lousiana. 
During  the  war  he  served  a  short  time  with  a  Lousiana 
regiment.  During  his  law  practice  at  Huntsville,  Col. 
McKinney  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  McKinney  & 
Hume,  then  Randolph  &  McKinney,  McKinney  &  Leigh, 
and  finally  McKinney  &  Hill.  He  was  one  of  the  counsel 
in  the  famous  Gaiza  Eleven-League  Grant  litigation. 
That  is  one  of  the  most  famous  land  cases  in  Texas 
legal  annals,  and  was  in  the  courts  for  seven  years. 
Colonel  McKinney  represented  Mr.  McMannus,  the  de- 
fendant in  the  case,  and  the  McMannus  contention  was 
sustained. 

Colonel  McKinney  conies  of  an  old  Democratic  family 
and  for  many  years  was  a  factor  in  campaign  work  in 
Texas.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Hogg-Clark  ear-shed 
convention  at  Houston  in  1892,  and  one  of  the  able  sup- 
porters of  Governor  Hogg.  .His  public  career,  began 
with  his  service  in  the  constitutional  convention  of  1873. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  eighteenth,  nineteenth,  twenty- 
second  and  twenty-fourth,  the  twenty-ninth,  thirtieth, 
thirty-first,  and  thirty-second  legislatures.  While  in  the 
legislature  he  was  chairman  of  the  International  and 
Great  Northern  Investigating  Company,  one  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  pentitentiary,  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  education  in  the  eighteenth 
session,  when  a  bill  was  passed  for  the  partial  endow- 
ment of  the  university,  by  a  grant  of  one  million  acres 
of  the  public  domain.  For  some  time  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  regents  of  the  University.  He  was 
president  of  the  local  board  of  directors  of  the  Sam 
Houston  Normal  school  before  the  merging  of  the 
various  boards.  Colonel  McKinney  in  1875  was  Grand 
Master  of  the  Texas  Odd  Fellows,  and  belongs  to  the 
several  bodies  of  Masonry,  having  membership  in  the 
Ben  Hur  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Austin.  He 
is  an  active  Preslivterian,  and  has  served  his  church  in 
various    official    capacities. 

On  September  6,  1882,  Colonel  McKinney  married 
Miss  Mary  L.  Hill,  a  daughter  of  Col.  John  Hill  of 
San  Jacinto  county  a  pioneer  Texas  family,  coming  here 
from  Alabama.  Mrs.  McKinney  died  July  2,  1912. 
Their  children  are:  Miss  Mary  Cornelia,  Samuel,  John 
Hill,  and  Andrew  T.,  Jr. 

Hon.  Willi.\m  Owen  MtmRAT.  Many  years  of  con- 
scientious public  service  have  made  the  name  of  Senator 
William  Owen  Murrav  one  of  the  most  familiar  in 
public  life  of  Texas.'  Mr.  Murray  is  now  chairman 
of  the  state  prison  commission,  having  been  appointed 
and  taking  office  in  September,  1913.  This  is  an  office 
involving  the  most  taxing  and  onerous  duties,  and  their 
performance  in  an  intelligence  and  disinterested  manner 
is   one  of   the   highest   contributions   which   any   citizen 
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can  render  to  his  home  state.  Senator  Murray  suc- 
ceeded Chairman  Cabbell.  Mr.  Murray  has  been  identi- 
fied with  public  affairs  in  Texas  for  many  years,  and 
came  to  Huntsville  from  Floresville,  Wilson  county, 
where  his  home  has  been  since  October  20,  1880. 

William  Owen  Murray  was  born  in  Morgan  county, 
Missouri,  October  22,  1857,  and  was  two  years  of  age 
when  the  family  moved  to  Texas  in  1859.  He  grew  up 
in  Wdlson  county,  received  a  common  school  education 
and  continued  the  traditions  of  the  family  as  a  farming 
class.  He  began  his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in 
LaVernia  in  Wilson  county,  then  entered  the  county 
clerk 's  office  in  Floresville,  and  after  three  years  went 
into  business  as  a  merchant  there  and  continued 
therein  until  1907.  In  the  meantime  he  had  branched 
out  and  established  a  general  mercantile  house 
in  Fairview,  and  another  business  in  Eunge,  Carnes 
County,  Texas.  As  his  interests  expanded  he  invested 
in  farms,  ranches  and  banks,  and  among  other  affairs 
is  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Floresville,  and  president  of  the  Floresville 
Oil  and  Manufacturing  Company. 

However,  it  is  with  his  political  career  that  this 
sketch  is  most  concerned,  and  his  public  service  has  been 
one  of  much  eventfulness  and  prominence.  Soon  after 
acquiring  the  franchise,  he  became  interested  in  prac- 
tical politics,  and  the  first  state  convention  he  attended 
enrolled  him  as  one  of  its  youngest  delegates.  He 
helped  to  nominate  Governors  Sayres,  Lanham,  and 
Colquitt.  His  first  official  place  was  as  alderman  at 
Floresville,  and  in  1898  he  represented  his  district  in 
the  Twenty-Sixth  Legislature,  and  was  vice  chairman 
and  then  chairman  of  the  appropriation  committee  of 
the  houge.  He  continued  to  sit  in  the  lower  house  of 
the  legislature  during  the  twenty-sixth,  twenty-seventh, 
twenty-eight,  twenty-ninth,  and  he  was  then  elected  to 
the  senate  and  served  in  the  thirtieth,  thirty-first,  thirty- 
second,  and  thirty-third  senates,  until  he  resigned  in 
August,  1913.  His  purpose  in  going  to  the  legislature 
was  to  see  that  the  school  land  legislation  was  properly 
enacted.  He  secured  the  passage  of  the  Murray  bill 
through  the  house  in  the  twenty-eighth  session,  but  the 
bill  did  not  become  a  law  until  the  twenty-ninth  legisla- 
ture. In  the  senate  he  represented  the  twenty-second 
district,  embracing  thirteen  counties.  His  special  work 
in  the  senate  was  to  defeat  iniquituous  and  trivial  legis- 
lation, and  he  made  a  record  in  that  capacity.  He 
served  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  land  and  land 
office  and  in  many  ways  made  himself  a  leader  of 
Austin  and  as  one  of  the  ablest  of  the  states '  legis- 
lators. Senator  Murray  left  the  senate  vrith  the  expecta- 
tion of  being  entirely  rid  of  politics,  but  consented  to 
serve  on  the  state  prison  commission  solely  from  a 
conscientious  sense  of  public  duty  and  as  a  compliment 
to  his  friend  Governor  Colquitt. 

Senator  Murray  is  a  son  of  Asa  W.  Murray.  The 
father,  who  was  born  in  1832  in  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina,  was  the  son  of  Owen  Murray,  a  planter.  The 
Murrays  in  South  Carolina  were  of  the  slave-holding 
class,  were  of  Scotch  stock,  and  some  of  the  colonial 
ancestors  were  identified  with  the  fnnic.us  Mr.  kliiiliuit; 
declaration  of  independence.  Asa  W.  Mnnay  li.-nn  liis 
career  as  a  merchant  in  Morgan  county.  Mi-^nmi.  :iii,I  uu 
moving  to  Texas  engaged  in  farming  iu  W'il&uu  cuuuty. 
Later  he  went  into  the  Confederate  army  as  a  private, 
and  was  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  throughout 
the  war,  and  escaped  without  wounds  or  capture.  Fol- 
lowing his  return  from  the  army  ho  tcxil;  up  farming, 
and  was  elected  and  served  as  sherilV  aihl  mil,,  tor  of 
his  county,  and  on  leaving  office  estalilislir.l  a  tniiiiture 
store  at  Floresville,  where  he  spent  th<'  n'liiaiinny  years 
of  his  active  life.  Mr.  Asa  W.  Murray  married  Miss 
Annie  Mobley,  a  daughter  of  William  Mobley,  who  was 
an  early  settler  in  Morgan  county,  and  a  Baptist  min- 
ister. Mrs.  Murray,  who  died  in  Floresville  in  1890,  had 
children  as  follows:     Senator  W.  O. :  James  S..  of  Wilson 


county;  Mrs.  Annie  Boehmer  of  Eagle  Pass;  Mrs.  Sue 
Ezell  of  Floresville ;  Albert  C.  of  Lordburg,  New  Mexico  • 
Nettie,  wife  of  O.  A.  McCracken  of  Floresville  •  Asa  B ' 
of  Floresville.  '  ' 

The  Murray  family  have  always  been  identified  with 
the  Presbyterian  church.  Senator  Murray  is  affiliated 
with  the  Lodge  and  Chapter  of  the  Masonic  Order  and 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was  married  in 
FloresvOle,  October  10,  1883,  to  Miss  Ella  Peacock, 
one  of  four  daughters  of  Thomas  and  Salima  (Steele)' 
Peacock,  who  came  from  Shelby  county,  Tennessee.  The 
children  of  Senator  Murray  are:  Mattie  S.,  Ida  May, 
WiUiam  O.,  Jr.,  and  DeWitt.  Mattie  and  Ida  May 
graduating  from  the  University  two  and  three  years 
ago,  Wm.  O.,  Jr.,  graduates  in  June  of  this  year  and 
DeWitt  will  graduate  June,  1915. 

James  Gobee  Ashford.  For  twenty-five  years  a  mer- 
chant, banker,  prominent  business  man  and  leader  in 
public  affairs,  James  Goree  Ashford  has  probably  been 
as  closely  identified  with  Huntsville  and  vicinity,  as 
any  other  individual,  and  has  been  an  important  factor 
in  commercial  and  civic  life  of  that  vicinitv. 

James  Goree  Ashford,  who  came  to  Huntsville  as  a 
young  man  from  Grimes  county,  where  he  grew  up, 
was  born  in  Madison  county,  Texas,  October  11,  1S5S. 
His  father  was  Dr.  James  Goree  Ashford,  who  died  in 
Huntsville,  during  the  sixties,  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Cornelia  Spivey  died  about  the  same 
time.  Dr.  Ashford  was  a  native  of  Alabama,  and  was 
a  practicing  physician  until  his  death  at  a  comparatively 
early  age.  He  and  his  wife  had  only  two  children,  and 
the  daughter  was  Mollie,  who  died  as  Mrs.  T.  W. 
Reeves,  leaving  no  children. 

James  G.  Ashford  was  reared  by  his  grandmother 
Ashford,  who  was  a  Goree,  and  whose  people  were 
prominent  in  Texas  affairs.  His  education  was  acquired 
in  :i  ,  i.antiy  s.hool  in  Grimes  county,  and  his  first  inde- 
l"'ii'li'iii  ixpi'i  aaice  was  as  a  farmer  in  that  same  locality. 
I.iiniii-  III,,  iarm  he  found  employment  as  a  clerk  in 
the  pustdiii,!,  and  drug  store  at  Courtney,  in  Grimes 
county,  then  went  to  Giaball  iii  Washington  county, 
where  he  continued  cle]kiii-  ,iri,|  marked  and  shipped 
cotton  for  James  Baldi  i,li4,j  i,,r  srveral  years.  His 
next  location  was  at  Wliilohall,  iu  cirimes  county,  and 
he  clerked  for  George  E.  White,  one  of  the  ablest  mer- 
chants in  that  locality  and  now  a  well  known  resident 
of  Fort  Worth.  With  this  varied  experience,  Mr.  Ash- 
ford came  to  Huntsville  in  1S88,  and  was  employed 
by  Cunningham  &  Ellis,  who  were  the  lessees  of  the  state 
penitentiary.  Thi.s  firm  employed  him  as  outside  store- 
keeper, and  buyer  for  the  prison.  He  was  with  that 
firm    seven    years,    and    wh(?n    the    stat,'    nsuuH'd    control 

of    the    prison    he    continued    in    th,.    .ai a|,a,ity   for 

the  state's  financial  agent,  Hay\\ai,l  I'.ialian.  and"  also 
under  the  second  financial  agent.  \V.  (;.  I'arish.  He 
retired  from  this  office  to  engage  in  the  general  mer- 
chandising business  as  one  of  the  firm  of  Ball,  Smither 
and  Company.  That  was  a  partnership  relation  which 
was  maintained  for  one  year,  and  Mr.  Ashford  then 
-itaitcl  on  a  small  scale  in  the  furniture  business  on 
iL'ili  street.  His  business  was  conducted  under  his  own 
laiin.,.  and  finally  in  1896  he  built  his  present  store. 
The  building  had  just  been  completed,  at  the  time  of 
a  reunion  of  the  surviving  veterans  of  Hood  's  Brigade, 
and  the  new  store  was  dedicated  by  being  used  for  a 
ball  given   in   honor   of   tlie   ol,l   veterans. 

Mr.  Ashford  has  been  |.i-,,iiK!i,Mit  in  many  ..Mi-t  affairs 
besides  his  imlividual  ni, ,11,11       .     !  -  I,     was   one 

of  the  organisers  of  tbi-  llnn-M  !-  I  :,  ■  1  :  Jit  &  Ice 
Company  of  the  Huntsvillr  ininnn^  1  .1,  j.  ■  Mi,'  Hunts- 
ville Telephone  Company,  the  Huntsville  Cotton  Oil 
Mill  Company,  and  helped  organize  and  is  president  of 
the  HuntsvDle  State  Bank.  He  is  interested  in  agri- 
culture, owns  several  farms  in  Walker  county,  and  is 
chairman  of  the  good  roads  counnittee.     He  has  taken 
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much  interest  in  the  upbuilding  of  both  county  and 
city,  and  has  done  much  building  which  has  profited 
Huntsville,  as  well  as  himself.  For  the  past  ten  years 
he  has  served  as  president  of  the  school  board  of 
Huntsville,  and  during  this  time,  a  manual  training 
school  house  has  been  built,  and  also  a  hall  of  music 
and  a  high  school  building,  at  a  cost  of  fifteen  thousand 
dollars.  . 

Mr.  Ashford  for  ten  years  has  served  as  county  chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  one  of  the  Demo- 
cratic leaders,  has  served  as  mayor  of  Huntsville,  and 
while  in  that  office  the  city  installed  the  system  of 
water  works  now  in  operation.  During  his  active  career 
he  has  missed  only  a  few  state  couventions.  He  was  a 
delegate  to  the  famous  car-shed  convention  of  1892,  and 
remained  with  the  Hogg  faction.  He  has  also  been  a 
warm  supporter  of  Senator  Bailey,  and  it  is  his  opinion 
that  the  state  lost  a  fine  statesman  when  Bailey  went 
out  of  public  life.  Mr.  Ashford  is  affiliated  with  the 
Huntsville  Masonic  Lodge,  has  taken  the  Knights  Temp- 
lar degree,  is  a  past  master,  past  high  priest  and  past 
eminent  commander  and  was  one  time  deputy  district 
grandmaster  of  this  district.  He  is  a  past  chancellor  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  a  charter  member  of  the 
Pythian   Lodge   at   Huntsville. 

Mr.  Ashford  was  married  at  Cuero,  Texas,  in  1889 
to  Miss  Ella  Claire  Wbodworth,  a  daughter  of  J.  C. 
and  Nannie  (North)  Woodworth.  Her  father  was  at 
one  time  mayor  of  Cuero,  held  the  office  of  postmaster 
under  Presid'ent  Cleveland,  and  is  now  postmaster  un- 
der "Woodrow  Wilson,  was  a  Confederate  soldier,  but 
had  brothers  who  were  on  the  Union  side.  The  family 
of  Mr.  Ashford  and  wife  are:  J.  G.,  Jr.,  of  Brazoria 
county;  Marv,  wife  of  A.  M.  Barton  of  Midway,  Texas, 
a  merchant,  and  private  secretary  of  Governor  Campbell, 
and  subsequently  financial  agent  at  the  penitentiary; 
Claire  and  Nan,  who  are  both  at  home. 

John  "Wesley  Eobinett.  A  resident  of  Huntsville 
since  1885,  John  Wesley  Eobinett  has  lived  in  Wlalker 
county  since  1856.  His  father,  David  W.  Eobinett 
brought  the  family  to  Texas  from  Eussell  county,  Ala- 
bama. A  wheelwright  and  carpenter  by  trade,  he  spent 
the  last  ten  years  of  his  life  as  a  farmer,  and  died 
on  the  Walker  county  farm  in  1878.  His  birthplace  was 
about  twenty  miles  west  of  Eichmond,  Virginia,  where 
he  grew  up,  going  to  Georgia  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
and  settling  in  Fluvanna  county,  and  from  there  going 
to  Alabama.  He  brought  his  family  to  Texas  by  rail 
as  far  as  Montgomery,  Alabama,  where  they  took  boats 
to  Mobile  and  there  embarked  on  Lake  Pontchartram 
steamer  to  New  Orleans,  and  thence  by  ocean  vessel 
to  Galveston.  At  Galveston  they  again  changed  and 
took  passage  on  the  "Bettie  Powell"  up  the  Trinity  as 
far  as  navigation,  getting  off  at  Liberty  and  continued 
and  completed  their  journey  of  many  experiences  by 
wagon  and  stopped  at  the  old  Cabiness  place  near  Hunts- 
ville. ,         .  ^ 

David  W.  Eobinett  had  three  brothers  and  a  sister: 
Allen  lived  in  Georgia;  GranvU  lived  in  Columbus, 
Georgia;  WUliam  of  Eichmond,  Virginia,  was  noted 
as  a  naval  officer  on  one  of  the  Confederate  gun  boats 
during  the  war;  and  Margaret  married  a  Mr.  Williams 
of  Virginia.  David  W.  Eobinett  married  Elizabeth 
Clemmons,  who  was  liorn  in  Alabama,  and  when  she 
came  to  Toxas  had  five  children.  Her  death  occurred 
in  Huiit-NiUc  Ml  ;--'.  'V' .  rluMiv,,  ivrrr:  .John  W.; 
Williain.    I-  ..  ■•'■■"   1    ^^'"    ■"^^"ice   as 

a    CoiilV.  r,:.,.  i'  '  I      ^V  ;     \  irtoria    who 

married  ('ImIi.h,  I;.uI.  -  :.,.,  I,  ,  .t  ( Ira.rland,  Texas; 
Thomas  died  when  ciditi'Pii  yc:irs  old;  Andrew  died  m 
childhood;  Katie  married  James  H.  Smith  of  Hunts- 
ville; Wiley  Eobinett,  who  was  a  child  of  David's  first 
wife' died  in  Huntsville,  spent  his  life  as  a  farmer  and 
was  also  a  Confederate  soldier. 

John    Wesley   Eobinett   was    a   boy    of    twelve    years 


when  the  family  came  to  Texas,  and  during  his  youth 
spent  in  the  vicinity  of  Huntsville,  he  knew  some  old 
Texas  independence  veterans,  including  Sam  Houston, 
Sam  Calhoun,  Captain  Wright,  and  James  Mason.  He 
heard  the  last  speech  General  Houston  delivered  from 
the  hotel  porch  in  Galveston  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  when  he  urged  the  necessity  of  Texas  remaining  with 
the  Union,  predicted  the  final  overthrow  of  the  South, 
and  at  the  same  time  advising  that  Texans  should  remain 
loyal  to  their  state  whether  it  seceded  or  remained 
in  the  Union.  At  that  time  General  Houston  wore  the 
famous  Leopard-skin  vest,  which  is  among  the  collection 
of  his  relics  at  Sam  Houston  Normal  School. 

Mr.  Eobinett  himself  entered  the  army  in  May,  1862, 
in  Captain  Dickey's  Company  at  the  Twentieth  infantry 
under  Colonel  Elmore.  The  company  was  sent  to  Galves- 
ton and  assisted  in  retaking  that  city  from  the  Federals. 
Later  it  was  at  Sabine  Pass,  where  Dick  Dowling  made 
his  command  famous  by  its  remarkable  exploits.  Com- 
pany H  to  which  Mr.  Eobinett  belonged  was  stationed 
at  Fort  Orange  when  the  firing  of  cannons  was  heard 
at  Sabine,  and  they  embarked  on  the  famous  river 
steamboat  Florilda,  and  reached  Sabine  Pass  in  time 
to  receive  the  prisoners  from  the  Federal  boats.  The 
Clifton  and  the  Sachem,  two  big  boats,  and  four  barges 
laden  with  soldiers  and  four  hundred  and  eighty  pris- 
oners were  taken  by  the  forty-two  Irishmen  in  com- 
mand of  the  fort.  That  was  an  engagement  which  will 
always  have  a  prominent  place  in  the  annals  of  the 
war.  The  prisoners  were  taken  to  Beaumont,  thence 
to  Houston,  and  marched  through  the  country  to  Tyler, 
where  they  were  confined  in  the  stockade.  After  the 
battle  at  Sabine  Pass,  the  company  to  which  MV. 
Eobinett  belonged  returned  to  Louisiana,  took  .part  in 
the  battle  of  Fordoshe  and  subsequently  returned  to 
Texas  and  was  disbanded  at  Eichmond,  on  June  S,  1865. 
At  Galveston  he  received  a  flesh  wound,  and  was  once 
captured,  but  made  his  escape. 

Following  the  war  he  returned  to  the  quiet  vocation 
of  farming,  but  after  a  few  years  came  to  Huntsville 
and  took  up  merchandising.  His  first  stock  was  shoes, 
and  with  increasing  business  he  expanded  it  to  a  general 
store.  Mr.  Eobinett  has  continued  in  business  at  inter- 
vals ever  since.  At  one  time  he  went  to  Waco,  and  con- 
ducted a  lumber  yard  there  for  eighteen  months,  when 
he  sold  at  an  advantage,  and  returned  to  Huntsville 
as  the  center  of  his  merchandising.  He  has  done  his 
share  towards  the  upbuilding  and  improving  the  town. 
He  was  the  first  man  to  lay  a  sidewalk  in  Huntsville. 
He  built  a  business  block,  one  of  the  best  residences  in 
the  city,  and  other  improvements  have  sprung  up  as  a 
result  of  his  capital  and  enterprise.  Mr.  Eobinett  has 
served  as  an  alderman  in  Tlnrits\illc.  is  an  active  Demo- 
crat, has  served  in  i->'\utty  and  state  conventions,  and 
was  a  delegate  to  thi'  San  Antonio  convention  that 
nominated  Governor  Colquitt.  Fraternally  Mr.  Eobinett 
is  a  past  master  of  the  Masonic  Lodge,  has  been  twice 
to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  has  taken  the  Eoyal  Arch 
decrees.     His  church  is  the  Christian. 

His  first  wife  was  Amelia  Drewry,  a  daughter  of 
Sherman  Drewrv.  She  died  in  1877,  leaving  three  chd- 
dren  two  of  whom  grew  up.  Beulah,  who  married 
M.  W.  Consden,  and  died  in  San  Antonio,  leaving  five 
children,  and  Sherman,  who  died  unmarried  at  Hunts- 
ville. On  October  20,  1881,  at  Huntsville,  Mr.  Eobinett 
married  Miss  Annie  H.  Abernathy,  a  daughter  of  James 
Abernathy,  who  came  to  Texas  from  Pulaski,  Tennessee: 
James  Abernathy  married  Louisa  Shelby,  and  both  lived 
to  an  old  age  and  died  in  Huntsville.  The  other  Aber- 
nathy children  were:  James,  of  Huntsville;  John,  who 
died  at  Huntsville;  Ida,  wife  of  Jack  Hampton  of 
Huntsville.  Bv  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Eobinett  had  the 
following  children:  James  B.,  a  book-keeper  at  the 
ppnitentLary  in  Huntsville;  Minnie,  the  widow  of 
Nanse  Bowden;  Katie,  wife  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  an  insur- 
ance man  at  Dallas;   John  O.,   a  Huntsville  merchant; 
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Wiley,  a  book-keeper  at  Huntsville;  Annabelle  who  mar- 
ried Mr.  Litherlaud  of  Port  Arthur,  a  railroad  man; 
Horace;  and  Stafford. 

Hon.  William  L.  Davidson.  The  people  of  every 
state  are  especially  jealous  of  the  honor  and  integrity 
of  their  highest  courts,  and  Texas  has  always  had  spe- 
cial reason  to  be  proud  of  the  attainments  and  personal 
character  of  its  judges  and  the  dignified,  able  and  im- 
partial manner  in  which  justice  has  been  administered 
from  the  state  courts.  During  more  than  twenty  years 
of  membership  as  associate  and  part  of  the  time  as  pre- 
siding judge  of  the  court  of  common  appeal.  Judge 
Davidson  has  discharged  his  judicial  functions  with  a 
degree  of  human  and  technical  understanding  that  rarely 
comes  to  the  public  service.  Judge  Davidson  comes  from 
that  hardy,  courageous  and  splendid  stock  of  Scotch- 
Irish  people  and  his  ancestors  were  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  the  Atlantic  colonies.  Through  his  own  record 
he  has  added  much  to  the  lustre  of  the  name  of  this 
country. 

William  L.  Davidson  was  born  November  5,  1845,  near 
Coffeeville,  Mississippi.  The  Davidson  family  was  orig- 
inally Scotch,  and  the  Davidson  clan  was  one  of  the 
strongest  in  Scotland.  From  the  north  of  Ireland  they 
emigrated  to  North  Carolina,  while  Judge  Davidson 's 
maternal  grandparents  were  of  the  Irish  stock  of 
Mitchell,  who  came  to  the  United  States  previous  to  the 
Eevolutionary  war.  Judge  Davidson  is  a  son  of  Eev. 
Asbury  and  Mary  M.  (Ply)  Davidson.  His  father,  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  was  a  Methodist  minister  and  was 
one  of  the  delegates  and  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Conference  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  1884, 
which  inaugurated  the  division  of  the  Methodist  church 
into  northern  and  southern  branches.  Eev.  Davidson 
came  to  Texas  in  1851,  locating  in  Gonzales,  and  for 
many  years  was  Presiding  Elder  of  that  district  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  His  death  occurred 
December  21,  1868. 

Judge  Davidson  received  his  early  education  in  the 
country  schools,  and  was  about  sixteen  years  old  when 
the  war  broke  out  between  the  states.  Though  little 
more  than  a  boy,  he  bore  a  full  share  of  individual 
service  prncticallv  from  the  beginning  until  the  close 
of  tlic   jN:it    r<,nili,t.     He  was  with  the  troops   in   1861, 

but  .li _       ily  enlist  until  March  10,  18(32,  when 

he  br- .1 ii,.     ,i"  [    of  Cook's  Heavy  Artillerv,  and  in 

1863  «a,,  tiai.oit-ri..l  to  Conipany  B  of  the  Thirty-second 
Texas  Cavalry,  attached  to  General  Tom  Green's  Divi- 
sion. Prom  that  time  until  the  close  of  the  war  he  saw 
service  in  Louisiana  and  eastern  and  northern  Texas. 
After  the  war  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  Gonzales 
and  in  June,  1871,  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

Judge  Davidson  carried  on  a  successful  private  prac- 
tice at  Gonzales  until  January,  1887,  and  since  then  has 
been  continuously  in  the  public  service.  Governor  L.  S. 
Boss  appointed  him  assistant  attorney  general  of  the 
state,  and,  by  reappointment  from  the  same  governor  in 
January,  1899,  served  four  years  in  that  office.  On 
February  1,  1891,  on  the  resignation  of  Judge  Sam  A. 
Willson  from  the  court  of  criminal  appeals.  Governor 
Hogg  appointed  Judge  Davidson  as  Willson 's  successor. 
He  qualified  for  this  high  judicial  position  on  February 
5,  1891,  and  his  service  has  been  continuous  for  more 
than  twenty-three  years.  From  January  1,  1899,  until 
July  1,  1913,  Judge  Davidson  was  presiding  judge  of 
the  court. 

Judge  Davidson  is  a  Past  Master  of  Gonzales  Lodge, 
No.  3,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  affiliated  with  the  Eo.yal  Arch 
Chapter  and  the  Eoyal  and  Select  Council.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Austin  Press  Club.  On  December  22, 
1870,  Judge  Davidson  married  IMiss  Susan  B.  Howard. 
Her  parents.  Dr.  Willinm  au.l  Sarnh  Catherine  (Duval) 
Howard,  came  to  Texas  from  Virginia  in  1853,  locating 
at  Gonzales,  where  her  father  gained  distinction  by  his 
service  as  a  physician.     The  Howards  were  an  old  and 


prominent  Virginia  family,  while  the  Duval  family  has 
likewise  been  prominent  in  the  south,  and  one  of  its 
niembers  was  a  governor  of  Florida.  'The  seven  children 
of  Judge  Davidson  and  wife  are  named  as  follows: 
Nellie,  the  widow  of  W.  K.  Clement,  a  former  lawyer 
of  Milam  county,  Texas,  now  lives  at  Georgetown,  and 
is  principal  of  the  Art  Department  of  the  Southwestern 
University;  Katy  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Graves,  a 
lawyer  of  Houston;  William  Howard  Davidson  is  now 
judge  of  the  district  court  at  Beaumont;  Thomas  P. 
Davidson  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Kirby  &  Davidson, 
lawyers,  at  Abilene;  Frank  Boss  Davidson  is  in  the  oU 
business  at  Beaumont;  Duval  A.  Davidson  is  a  business 
man  at  Georgetown;  and  Susie  A.  Davidson  lives  at 
home.  The  family  resides  at  610  San  Antonio  street 
in  Austin. 

Ira  S.  Sewell.  The  present  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Vernon  is  a  type  of  the  enthusiastic  and  energetic  young 
business  men  who  are  doing  things  in  northwest  'Texas, 
and  to  whose  ability  and  practical  work  this  section  of 
the  state  has  owed  its  best  development.  The  Sewell 
family  has  been  well  known  in  business  affairs,  and  in 
civic  life  at  Vernon  for  over  twenty  years,  and  was  in 
fact  among  the  pioneers  of  Wilbarger  county. 

Ira  S.  Sewell  was  born  in  Lavaca  county,  Texas,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1879,  a  son  of  Sylvester  and  Mary  E. 
(McCown)  Sewell.  The  father,  who  is  a  prominent 
Vernon  business  man,  and  sixty-one  years  of  age,  was 
born  in  Texas,  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  state, 
and  during  his  younger  years  was  a  close  friend  and 
companion  of  Temple  Houston,  the  son  of  Sam  Hous- 
ton. He  adopted  the  career  of  merchant,  and  in  1890 
located  at  Vernon.  He  was  in  the  gin  business  in 
Lavaca  and  Fayette  counties  for  some  years,  operating 
one  of  the  first  gins  to  take  care  of  the  early  production 
of  cotton  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  is  still  a  live 
and  enterprising  merchant  in  Vernon,  and  is  engaged  in 
the  feed  and  coal  business  with  his  son.  His  wife,  also 
a  native  of  Texas,  was  reared  and  educated  and  mar- 
ried in  the  state,  and  is  now  fifty-two  years  of  age. 
There  were  three  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased. 
M.  Eupert  Sewell  is  in  business  with  his  father  and 
brother. 

Ira  S.  Sewell,  the  oldest  of  the  children  attended 
school  at  Platonia,  and  from  the  age  of  eleven  until 
finishing  his  education  was  a  student  in  the  schools,  of 
Vernon.  When  he  left  his  studies  he  went  to  St.  Louis, 
and  entered  the  college  of  pharmacy  of  that  city,  where 
he  was  graduated  Ph.  G.  in  1901.  'He  then  entered  the 
drug  business  at  Vernon  for  one  year,  and  pursued 
similar  lines  in  Port  Worth  during  the  next  seven  years. 
Eeturning  to  Vernon  on  January  1,  1909,  he  established 
himself  in  the  feed  and  coal  business,  with  his  father 
and  brother,  and  they  have  built  up  a  large  and  success- 
ful trade. 

Mr.  Sewell  has  taken  an  active  part  in  public  affairs, 
served  as  alderman  in  1911,  and  has  recently  been 
elected  to  the  office  of  mayor.  He  is  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  P.ythias,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  worships  in  the  Presbyter- 
ian church.  On  July  3,  1898,  at  Vernon,  Mr.  Sewel] 
married  Miss  Sadie  J.  Givens,  a  daughter  of  P.  G. 
and  Amelia  (Sebastian)  Givens,  both  of  whom  are  now 
living  and  residents  of  California.  The  two  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sewell  are:  Herbert  Sewell,  born 
at  Vernon  in  July  1902,  and  attending  school  and  Buth 
Aileen  Sewell  born  at  Fort  Worth,  December  14,  1907. 
Mr.  Sewell  is  not  only  well  known  in  Vernon,  but  has 
many  influential  friends  in  all  parts  of  the  state.  His 
enthusiasm  is  all  for  northwest  Texas,  and  he  can 
advance  many  reasons  for  his  belief  that  the  resources 
of  Vernon  and  vicinity  are  unsurpassed  in  any  other 
locality  of  Texas.  Mr.  Sewell  is  fond  of  all  outdoor 
life,  is  an  ardent  fisherman,  and  takes  his  recreation 
easily  in  that  form  of  sport. 
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George  L.  Haidusek.  Among  the  young  men  of  prom- 
ise in  Seymour,  Texas,  George  L.  Haidusek  is  regarded 
by  his  elders  as  one  of  the  coming  men.  He  is  a  bril- 
liant young  lawyer,  the  son  of  a  father  of  unusual  intel- 
lectual attainments,  and  in  addition  to  his  natural  gifts 
he  has  had  the  advantage  of  a  fine  legal  training.  Al- 
though he  has  been  engaged  in  practice  in  Seymour  only 
four  years,  yet  he  has  built  up  a  good  practice  with  the 
prospects  of  increasing  his  clientele  in  the  future.  He 
is  of  that  type  of  young  man  of  today,  upon  whom  the 
thinking  men  of  the  country  are  depending  to  drag  the 
nation  from  the  mire  of  political  intrigue  and  degraded 
social  conditions,  for  they  have  the  knowledge  that 
combats  ignorance,  and  the  high  ideals  which  will  cause 
them  to  use  their  knowledge  rightly. 

George  L.  Haidusek  was  born  in  La  Grange,  Fayette, 
county,  Texas,  on  the  6th  of  September,  1877.  He  is 
a  son  of  August  Haidusek,  who  was  born  in  Moravia, 
Austria,  but  came  as  a  boy  to  the  United  States  and 
located  in  Texas.  August  Haidusek  is  also  a  lawyer,  but 
it  is  as  an  editor  that  he  is  most  widely  known.  He  now 
publishes  a  newspaper  in  LaGrange,  which  has  a  large 
circulation.  Mr.  Haidusek  has  been  very  active  politi- 
cally, having  been  city  mayor  of  La  Grange  at  one 
time  and  also  county  judge  of  Fayette  county,  for  a 
period  of  eight  years.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
legislature  at  one  time  and  in  addition  to  his  political 
record  he  has  a  fine  record  for  military  service,  having 
served  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  Civil  war. 
Mr.  Haidusek  was  married  after  he  came  to  Texas  to 
Miss  Annie  Becka,  who  was  born  in  the  state.  Five 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haidusek,  of  whom 
George  L.  Haidusek  is  the  third. 

George  L.  Haidusek  was  sent  to  school  as  soon  as  he 
was  old  enough,  for  his  father  was  ambitious  to  give 
his  children  a  good  education.  After  completing  the 
work  of  the  public  schools  of  La  Grange,  including  the 
high  school  course,  Mr.  Haidusek  took  a  course  at  Add- 
Ran  College  at  Waco,  Texas.  After  this  he  went  abroad 
and  spent  a  year  in  Bohemia,  studying  the  language. 
After  a  short  stay  in  La  Grange  on  his  return  from 
the  Old  World,  Mr.  Haidusek  matriculated  at  the  state 
university  where  he  took  a  special  course  in  the  literary 
department.  After  two  years  in  this  department  he 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  same  institution  and 
took  the  three-year  course,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated with  the  class  of  1906.  Not  considering  his  prep- 
aration as  yet  complete,  he  then  went  to  Harvard  Uni- 
versity where  he  did  a  year's  work.  He  then  returned 
to  La"  Grange,  opened  an  office  and  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  remaining  in  his  home  city  until  1909. 
In  January  of  that  year  he  came  to  Seymour  and  has 
here  been  engaged  in  practice  ever  since. 

In  religious  matters  Mr.  Haidusek  is  a  communicant 
of  the  Eoman  Catholic  church.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  and  of  the  S.  P.  J.  S.  T.,  a  Bo- 
hemian fraternal  order.  In  politics  Mr.  Haidusek  has 
always  taken  an  active  part,  being  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
in  the  campaign  of  1908. 

Howard  J.  Keger,  M.  D.  A  physician  and  surgeon 
with  a  broad  and  ample  experience  in  his  profession, 
Dr.  Howard  J.  Beger  since  March  1911,  has  been  prac- 
ticing at  Vernon,  and  is  one  of  the  leaders  in  his  pro- 
fession in  northwest  Texas.  He  is  a  grandson,  through 
his  mother,  of  Dr.  HUlary  Eyan,  who  was  distinguished 
as  one  of  the  pioneer  physicians  and  surgeons  of  this 
state. 

Dr.  Howard  J.  Eeger  was  born  in  Burleson  county, 
Texas,  April  11,  1870,  a  son  of  Granville  Jarvis  and 
Xanthia  Zenobia  (Eyan)  Eeger.  His  father,  a  native 
of  West  Virginia,  came  to  Texas  in  an  early  date,  after 
the  Civil  war,  located  in  Burleson  county,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death  in  1875.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
had  served  as  lieutenant  of  Cavalry  in  a  West  Virginia 


regiment,  going  through  from  the  first  year  until  the 
close  of  hostilities,  and  was  in  the  command  of  Col. 
Cochran.  He  was  weU  known  as  a  merchant,  and  was 
also  a  musician  of  considerable  ability.  The  doctor's 
mother  was  born  in  Texas,  was  reared,  educated  and 
married  in  this  state,  and  is  now  living  at  Fort  Worth 
at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  T.  H. 
McMahan,  of  that  city.  Of  the  three  children  in  the 
Eeger  family  the  doctor  was  the  first. 

He  grew  up  in  Burleson  and  Mitchell  counties,  at- 
tended the  public  schools  at  Caldwell,  in  the  former 
county,  and  at  Colorado  City  in  the  latter,  and  while 
still  a  boy  took  up  the  responsibilities  of  life  and  by 
his  own  labors  found  his  way  eventually  into  a  pro- 
fessional career.  He  entered  Centenary  College  at 
Lampasas,  but  left  before  graduation.  Later  he  be- 
came a  student  in  the  Texas  Christian  University,  now 
located  at  Fort  Worth,  and  graduated  in  1902.  In 
October,  1903,  he  became  an  interne  and  house  surgeon 
of  St.  Joseph  's  infirmary  at  Fort  Worth,  remaining  with 
that  institution  until  November  1904.  At  Fort  Worth 
he  was  engaged  in  general  practice  until  1906,  in  which 
year  he  moved  to  Dalhart,  but  after  a  short  time  re- 
turned to  the  former  city  and  became  an  assistant  in 
jjractiee  to  Dr.  Saunders,  the  eminent  surgeon  of  that 
city.  In  March  1911,  Dr.  Eeger  moved  to  Vernon,  and 
since  that  time  has  built  up  an  excellent  local  practice. 
He  has  membership  in  the  Wilbarger  county  Jledical 
Society. 

Dr.  Eeger  is  prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  having 
taken  his  Blue  Lodge  and  Eoyal  Arch  degrees  at  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  and  also  the  orders  of  Knights  Templar 
there.  He  is  -.,  past  hiyh  priest  of  the  Fort  Worth 
Chapter,  and  past  rcnnnander  of  Worth  Command- 
ery,  No.  19.  lie  il.'iiiitted  and  is  now  commander 
of"  Vernon  Cunimanaciy  Xo.  33,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Dallas  Consistory  of  Scottish  Eite 
Masonry,  No.  2,  and  a  Thirty-second  degree  Mason, 
and  also  a  Shriner  in  the  Hella  Temple  of  Dallas.  In 
politics  the  Doctor  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  worships  in 
the  Presbyterian  faith. 

At  Fort  Worth  on  October  23,  1906,  Dr.  Eeger  mar- 
ried Miss  Lena  May  Smythey,  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Ellen  Smythey,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  Dr. 
Eeger  is  fond  of  outdoor  life,  and  is  a  broad  minded 
young  physician,  whose  successful  accomplishments 
presage  a  large  field  of  useful  service  for  the  future. 

Karl  G.  McDonald.  One  of  the  younger  busiuess 
men  of  Vernon,  already  successfully  established  in  an 
enterprise  of  his  own,  Karl  G.  McDonald  has  made  his 
success  by  following  out  one  line  of  business,  having 
started  in  before  he  had  reached  his  majority,  and  being 
now  proprietor  of  the  Empire  Laundry  at  Vernon.  He 
owns  the  business,  also  a  good  home  in  Vernon,  and  by 
first-class  service  has  made  his  laundry  an  institution  in 
the  city  and  over  a  large  surrounding  territory. 

Karl  G.  McDonald  was  born  at  Somerville,  Texas, 
October  4,  1884,  the  youngest  of  three  children  born  to 
David  C.  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Pearsons)  McDonald.  His 
father,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  at  Cleburne, 
Texas,  is  still  living  there  a  successful  farmer  and 
stock  raiser,  being  now  sixty  years  of  age.  The  mother 
was  born  in  Texas,  where  she  was  educated  and  mar- 
ried, and  her  death  occurred  in  New  Mexico  m  July, 
1905,  at  the  age  of  forty-six. 

During  his  boyhood  Karl  G.  McDonald  attended 
school  in  western  Texas,  and  finished  a  business  course 
at  Fort  Worth  in  1903.  As  soon  as  he  was  through 
school  he  found  employment  with  a  laundry  company 
in  New  Mexico,  and  the  four  years  that  he  spent  there 
gave  him  a  solid  foundation  for  his  business  career. 
After  working  at  different  places  he  came  to  Vernon  in 
1909  and  established  the  Empire  Laundry.  He  has 
developed  this  to  an  important  concern,  which  employs 
eight  or  ten  hands,  has  a  thorough  equipment  of  up-to- 
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date  macliinerT,   aud  a  fine  building,   in   which  he   L-on- 
ducts  the  business. 

In  politics  Mr.  McDonald  is  independent.  At  Vernon 
on  March  25,  1910,  he  married  Miss  Lucy  Belle 
Fletcher,  a  daughter  of  F.  C.  and  May  Fletcher,  a  well 
known  family.  Her  mother  is  still  living  at  Vernon. 
The  one  child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDonald  is  Nora 
McDonald,  born  at  Vernon  in  1911. 

Frank  P.  McGhee.  More  than  thirty  years  of  con- 
tinuous practice  in  the  law  at  Vernon  have  constituted 
Mr.  McGhee  one  of  the  oldest  attorneys  in  northwest 
Texas,  and  his  length  of  practice  has  been  accompanied 
by  a  corresponding  degree  of  success  and  prominence 
as  a  lawyer  and  man  of  affairs.  All  his  success  has 
been  due  to  his  own  efforts,  and  he  practically  educated 
himself  for  the  law,  since  he  taught  school  in  order  to 
get  the  money  to  pay  for  his  courses  through  the  Uni- 
versity of  Missouri. 

Frank  P.  McGhee  was  born  in  "Walker  county, 
Georgia,  January  30,  1853,  and  was  the  third  of  nine 
children,  five  daughters  and  four  sons,  born  to  John 
Forrest  and  Nancy  Elizabeth  (Harris)  McGhee.  Both 
the  parents  were  Teunesseeans  by  birth,  the  father  born 
near  Knoxville.  A  farmer  by  occupatiun,  he  .spent  some 
years  in  Georgia,  and  in  1856  moved  td  \V:iyne  county, 
Missouri,  where  he  spent  many  years  iu  the  quiet  and 
substantial  occupation  of  farming.  His  death  occurred 
in  that  state  in  October  1881,  at  the  age  of  lifty-seven. 
He  went  out  to  Missouri  to  serve  in  the  Confederate 
army,  became  second  lieutenant,  and  was  in  command 
of  his  company  at  his  surrender  on  June  5,  1865.  The 
mother  received  her  education  and  was  married  in 
Georgia,  and  died  in  1883  in  Missouri  at  the  age  of 
fifty-seven. 

Frank  P.  McGhee  grew  up  in  Missouri,  where  he  lived 
from  the  age  of  three  years,  attended  the  local  schools, 
later  took  a  course  in  the  State  Normal,  and  after  sev- 
eral intervals  of  teaching  and  farm  work  finally  com- 
pleted his  education  in  the  law  at  the  University  of 
Missouri  in  1881.  His  first  practice  was  done  m  Mis- 
souri, where  he  remained  until  1882,  and  in  March  1882 
arrived  at  Vernon.  Vernon  at  that  time  was  still  on 
the  frontier.  The  Fort  Worth  and  Denver  City  Eail- 
way  had  hardly  been  completed  to  that  point,  .'lud  he 
was  well  established  in  the  confidence  of  local  people 
before  Vernon  began  to  improve  and  grow  to  an  im- 
portant business  and  commercial  center. 

Mr.  McGhee  has  performed  much  useful  public  serv- 
ice. In  1884-86  he  was  county  attorney  of  Wilbarger 
county,  and  was  again  elected  to  that  office  for  1904- 
06,  and  in  1910-12.  His  influence  and  activities  have 
been  helpful  factors  in  Democratic  success  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  His  church  is  the  Baptist.  In  Wil- 
barger county,  in  January  5,  1888,  Mr.  McGhee  mar- 
ried Miss  Junia  Miller,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Saman- 
tha  (Switzer)  Miller.  Her  mother  was  a  native  of 
Virginia,  and  her  father  of  Pennsylvania,  and  both  are 
still  living  being  substantial  farmer  people  of  Wil- 
barger county.  Six  children  have  been  bo.rn  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McGhee  as  follows:  James  B.,  born  at 
Vernon  in  October,  1888,  is  married  and  lives  at  Eos- 
well,  New  Mexico,  where  he  is  serving  as  court  reporter; 
Mrs.  Lelia,  born  at  Vernon  in  February  1892,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Vernon  high  schools;  Frances  and 
Alpha  are  twins,  born  at  Vernon  in  December  1895,  and 
Frances  is  a  graduate  of  the  high  school ;  George  Lee 
was  born  at  Vernon  in  August,  1898,  and  is  a  school 
boy;  Nanie  McGhee,  also  in  school,  was  born  at  Vernon 
in  October,   1901. 

Ex.  Eev.  Joseph  Blum.  Where  eminent  abilities  and 
unblemished  integrity,  combined  with  unimpeachable 
virtue,  derivable  from  the  daily  practice  of  religion  and 
piety,  contribute  to  adorn  the  character  of  an  individ- 
ual, then  it  is  most  proper  to  be  prominently  set  forth 


as  an  example  to  those  who  would  make  themselves  use- 
tul  to  the  rest  of  mankind.  And  the  writer  cherishes 
the  belief  that  he  will  perform  this  acceptable  service 
in  giving  a  brief  sketch  of  the  reverend  gentleman 
whose  name  here  appears.  Et.  Eev.  Joseph  Blum  was 
l)orn  at  Breyell,  in  the  Rhineish  Province  of  Prussia, 
November  17,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  Joseph  and 
Anna  Mary   (Born)   Blum,  natives  of  that  country. 

Father  Blum  was  educated  by  private  tutors  at  Co- 
blentz,  in  France,  and  in  the  government  schools  of 
Prussia,  proving  himself  an  apt  and  diligent  student, 
studious  and  reflective.  Coming  to  the  United  States 
in  1866,  he  located  at  Galveston,  Texas,  in  October  of 
that  year,  and  there  completed  his  studies  for  the  church 
at  St.  Mary's  Seminary,  remaining  there  one  year  and 
being  ordained  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  March 
25,  1871,  in  the  Cathedral  at  Galveston,  by  Bishop  Du- 
buis.  At  that  time  he  was  made  assistant  at  Houston, 
of  St.  Vincent 's  Parish,  and  one  year  later,  when  the 
new  church  was  finished,  took  over  the  old  St.  Vincent's, 
which  was  converted  into  a  German  church,  and  of  this 
he  had  charge  for  six  years.  He  next  went  to  Galveston 
and  assumed  charge  of  St.  Mary's  Cathedral,  but  after 
eight  months  came  to  Sherman,  Texas,  and  was  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  St.  Mary's  here,  continuing  for  seven 
years.  At  that  time  Bishop  Gallagher  appointed  him  to 
take  charge  of  St.  Mary's  Cathedral  at  Galveston  again, 
but  six  years  later  resigned  and  went  to  Deuison,  Texas, 
remaining  three  months  in  charge  of  St.  Patrick's 
Church,  and  then  being  called  by  Bishop  Gallagher  to 
take  charge  of  the  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  at  Dallas, 
where  he  continued  for  four  years.  On  resigning  that 
charge,  he  took  up  his  work  at  Munster,  being  the  first 
priest  ever  in  that  section,  where  he  remained  for  four- 
teen months.  Again  being  called  to  Sacred  Heart  Ca- 
thedral, at  Dallas,  he  remained  eight  years,  and  then 
resigned  and  again  came  to  Sherman,  where  he  intends 
to  remain,  feeling  that  the  needs  of  this  parish  should 
receive  his  labors  during  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  has 
built  a  magnificent  church,  school  and  an  infirmary,  and 
has  labored  indefatigably  in  behalf  of  his  congregation. 
Father  Blum  has  endeared  himself  to  all  classes,  regard- 
less of  creed  or  nationality.  His  philanthropic  work 
alone  would  tax  the  strength  and  endurance  of  most 
men,  and  all  of  his  charities  are  carried  on  in  such  a 
quiet,  unostentatious  manner  that  the  extent  of  his 
benevolences  will  probably  never  be  known.  The  biog- 
rapher approached  a  little  urchin  on  the  street  and  asked 
him  if  he  knew  Father  Blum.  "  Do  1  know  himf" 
asked  the  youngster,  scornfully.  ' '  Why,  of  course  I 
know  him.  Say,  do  you  know  the  best  man  in  the 
world?  Yes,  and  I  love  him,  too.  He  knows  all  of  us 
fellows  every  time. "  It  is  said  that  from  the  lips  of 
a  child  comes  truth.  At  any  rate  it  seems  that  this  is 
the  general  opinion  where  Father  Blum  is  concerned. 
That  because  he  knows  the  people  and  understands  them, 
he  is  held  in  heartfelt  afliection. 

Cecil  Storey.  A  young  attorney  who  is  rapidly 
making  a  name  for  himself  in  northwest  Texas,  Cecil 
Storey  has  been  in  practice  at  Vernon  since  1909,  and 
besides  his  important  relations  with  his  profession  in 
that  section,  he  is  also  prominent  in  politics.  He  be- 
longs to  one  of  the  old  Texas  families,  and  has  worthily 
lived  up  to  the  traditions  and  standards  of  both  the 
old   and   the   new   generations   of   Texans. 

Cecil  Storey  was  born  in  Freestone  county,  Texas, 
December  21,  1884.  His  parents  are  William  F.  and 
Arabella  Josephine  (Johnson)  Storey.  The  paternal 
•;r;niii|.:iii'iits  were  Captain  J.  W.  and  Anginetta 
(  Will- I  Slurry.  Captain  Storey  made  a  record  during 
til'  I  !\il  will  lis  a  Confederate  oiBcer,  and  was  one  of 
til,'  pidiHTis  (if  Freestone  county.  He  died  in  1900  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four.  His  wife  was  brought  to 
Texas  as  a  child,  and  her  family,  the  Wills,  were 
among   the    first   to    make   homes   in   the    wilderness   of 
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Preestone  county.  Dr.  J.  E.  and  Amarilla  Johnson, 
the  maternal  grandparents,  were  likewise  among  the 
older  settlers.  Dr.  Johnson  practiced  medicine  in  this 
state  for  fifty  years,  and  died  in  1897  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven.  His  wife  is  still  living,  making  her 
home  with  her  daughter  in  Freestone  county.  William 
F.  Storey,  the  father  of  Cecil,  was  born  in  Texas  in 
Freestone  county,  graduated  from  the  Agricultural  and 
Mechanical  College,  and  became  an  important  factor  in 
the  political  life  of  Freestone  county.  He  served  as 
county  clerk  for  a  number  of  years,  and  afterwards 
engaged  in  banking  at  Fairfield.  He  is  still  a  well 
known  banker  in  that  part  of  the  state  and  is  now 
fifty-two  years  of  age.  The  mother  who  was  born  in 
South  Carolina,  came  to  Texas  as  a  child  of  eight  ■ 
years,  and  was  educated  and  married  in  Limestone 
county.  She  is  now  fifty  years  of  age.  There  were 
six  sons  and  two  daughters  in  the  family,  of  whom 
Cecil  was  the  third. 

As  a  boy  he  attended  public  school  in  Freestone 
county  until  the  fall  of  1905.  For  two  terms  he  was  a 
student  of  shorthand  and  commercial  arts  in  the 
Metropolitan  Business  College  at  Dallas,  and  stood  at 
the  head  of  his  class  in  that  work.  In  1906  he  en- 
tered the  University  of  Texas,  and  was  graduated  in 
the  law  department  in  June  1909.  In  the  July  fol- 
lowing he  established  his  office  at  Vernon,  and  has 
since  been  in  active  practice  in  that  city.  On  locating 
at  Vernon  be  became  associated  w-ith  Hon.  E.  W.  Hall. 
When  Mr.  Hall  was  appointed, on  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
at  AmariUo,  Texas,  Mr.  Storey  succeeded  to  a  large 
part  of  his  practice,  and  now  conducts  a  general  and 
large  corporation  business,  representing  locally  two 
railroads.  In  politics  he  is  serving  his  second  term  as 
chairman  of  the  Democratic  Executive  Committee  of 
Wilbarger  county,  is  also  on  his  second  term  as  chair- 
man of  the  Thirteenth  Congressional  District  Com- 
mittee, and  is  chairman  of  the  Seventh  Supreme  Jud- 
icial District  Committee.  As  to  his  political  atfiliation 
it  is  needless  to  say  that  he  is  a  Democrat.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Storey's  associations  are  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  the 
Masonic   Order. 

In  Fort  Worth,  TExas,  May  9,  1912,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Storey  to  Miss  Fannie  T.  Boger,  a 
daughter  of  A.  T.  and  Mattie  (Fly)  Boger.  Her  par- 
ents were  both  born  in  Georgia,  and  her  mother  taught 
the  first  school  in'  Vernon.  Mr.  Storey,  though  he 
started  out  as  a  boy  on  his  efforts  has  succeeded  in 
establishing  himself  firmly  in  professional  and  civic 
affairs,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  coming  leaders 
of  the  bar  in  Northwest  Texas.  He  is  fond  of  outdoor 
life  and  during  his  college  career  and  since  has  taken 
much   interest   in   athletic   sports. 

Henry  L.  Coleman.  County  surveyor  of  Wilbarger 
county  since  1908,  Henry  L.  Coleman  is  a  native  Texan, 
represents  the  sterling  qualities  of  the  Texan  and  west- 
erner, and  both  in  business  and  in  his  profession'  has 
made  a  'success.  Henry  L.  Coleman  was  born  in  Harri- 
son county,  Texas,  May  27,  1872.  He  was  the  oldest 
in  a  familv  of  eight  children,  born  to  William  H.  and 
Ellen  (Thiailkill)  Coleman.  The  father  was  a  native 
of  Alabama,  and  the  mother  of  Mississippi,  both  com- 
ing to  Texas  when  young,  and  settling  in  Harrison 
county,  where  they  were  married.  The  father,  a  farmer 
and  stockman,  lived  in  Harrison  county  from  1853  to 
1875.  He  then  located  in  Coryell  county,  and  now 
lives  at  Wellington,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
Early  in  life  he  took  part  in  the  Civil  war  with  a 
Texas  regiment,  and  belonged  to  Longstreet's  corps  and 
Hood's  Brigade.  He  was  never  wounded,  although  he 
served  from  beginning  to  end  of  the  war.  The  mother 
is   still   living,   and   is   sixty-one   years   of   age. 

Henry  L.  Coleman  made  his  start  in  life  a  compara- 
tively poor  boy,  and  to  his  own  efforts  must  be  ascribed 


his  rise  in  his  profession,  and  in  business.  As  a  boy 
he  attended  school  in  Bell  county,  and  then  for  several 
years  was  engaged  in  farming  in  this  vicinity.  By 
private  study  he  perfected  himself  in  civil  engineering, 
and  became  well  qualified  for  all  the  work  of  that  pro- 
fessional art.  In  1901  he  moved  to  Wilbarger  county, 
and  for  five  years  was  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building.  In  1908  came  his  first  election  to  the  office 
of  county  surveyor,  and  by  reelection  he  holds  the  office 
to  the  present  "time. 

Mr.  Coleman  has  done  work  as  surveyor  in  aU  parts 
of  Wilbarger  county,  and  there  is  probably  no  man 
better  informed  as  to  the  resources  of  this  county.  It 
is  his  opinion  that  the  farmers  cannot  do  better  than 
to  engage  in  mixed  farming,  combining  the  raising  of 
grain  and  forage  crops  with  stock,  and  with  the  build- 
ing of  silos  and  proper  management  this  will  eventually 
become  one  of  the  best  agricultural  regions  in  north- 
west Texas. 

In  politics  Mr.  Coleman  is  a  Democrat,  and  frater- 
ally  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  He  and  his  family  worship  in 
the    Baptist    church.      At    Moody,    Texas,    October    14, 

1896,  occurred  his  marriage  to  Miss  Ara  B.  Clarkson, 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Eachel  Clarkson.  Her  par- 
ents, who  are  farmers,  now  live  at  Blair,  Oklahoma. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coleman  have  been  blessed  with  a  fine 
family  of  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Ona 
Coleman,   born    in   Johnson    county,    Texas,    August   22, 

1897,  and  now  an  assistant  in  her  father's  office;  Lee, 
born  in  Johnson  county  in  1899;  Erma,  born  in  John- 
son county  in  1901 ;  Floyd  Coleman,  born  in  Wilbarger 
county  in  1903 ;  Allen  Coleman,  born  in  Wilbarger 
county  in  1905;  Erwin  Coleman,  born  in  Wilbarger 
county,  in  1907;  and  triplets  T.  Marvin,  Eoselyn,  and 
one  that  died  unnamed. 

Dr.  Charles  P.  Brokaw.  When  Dr.  Charles  P. 
Brokaw  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Ken- 
tucky at  Louisville  in  1904,  he  established  himself  in 
practice  in  Dalhart,  Texas,  where  he  continued  from 
the  first  of  January,  1905,  until  June  1,  1911.  On  the 
latter  day  he  came  to  Eleetra,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  successfuly  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgery,  and  his  advancement  in  his  pro- 
fession here,  as  well  as  in  his  former  location,  has  been 
noticeably  good,  each  season  gaining  something  to  him 
in  popularity  and  prominence  and  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  He  has  specialized  somewhat  in  surgery,  but 
as  has  been  stated,  his  practice  is  general  rather  than 
otherwise,  and  he  has  made  a  creditable  name  for  him- 
self in  professional  circles  since  he  began  his  life  work. 

Born  in  Pottawattomie  county,  Iowa,  on  April  9, 
1880,  Dr.  Brokaw  is  the  son  of  Isaac  J.  and  Lucy 
(Mann)  Brbkaw,  both  natives  of  the  state  of  Ohio. 
They  were  married  in  that  state  and  made  their  way 
to  Iowa  in  1870,  where  they  remained  until  1882  and 
then  moved  to  Florida,  where  the  father  became  a 
prominent  nurseyman.  In  1899  he  came  to  Texas,  lo- 
cating in  the  eastern  part,  and  he  died  in  Dallam 
county  in  1908,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  The 
mother  is  a  woman  of  considerable  education,  and  had 
been  a  school  teacher  in  Ohio  prior  to  her  marriage. 
She  is  now  living  with  her  son  at  Eleetra,  Texas,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 

Of  the  five  sons  born  to  these  parents,  the  sub.iect 
of  this  brief  review  is  the  fourth  born.  He  received 
fairly  good  educational  advantages  as  a  boy  at  home, 
and  when  he  attended  John  B.  Stetson  University  in 
Florida,  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  B., 
receiving  as  well  a  scholarship  from  Stetson  University 
to  the  University  of  Kentucky,  at  Louisville.  He  at- 
tended the  latter  institution  in  prosecution  of  his  med- 
ical studies  and  in  1904  was  duly  graduated,  soon  after 
which  he  began  his  practice  at  Dalhart,  as  has  already 
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been  mentioned.  His  success  there  as  well  as  in  Electra 
has  been  of  a  high  order,  and  he  takes  his  proper  place 
among  the  best  known  medical  men  of  the  county,  re- 
puted among  his  confreres  to  be  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful  surgeons  in  this  section  of  the  state. 

Dr.  Brokaw  is  a  member  of  the  Wichita  County 
Medical  Society,  as  well  as  the  district  and  state 
societies.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  is  a  member  of  Dalhart  Lodge  No.  255,  Eoyal 
Arch  Masons.  He  is  a  Democrat,  politically  speaking, 
and   is   a  member  of   the   Methodist  church. 

On  May  10,  1906,  Dr.  Brokaw  was  married  to  Miss 
Mattie  Wiggins,  of  Dalhart,  Texas,  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  F.  and  Eola  (Martin)  Wiggins,  of  Clay 
county,  where  the  father  is  living,  but  the  mother  is 
dead.  The  wife  of  Dr.  Brokaw  has  also  passed  away, 
dying  on  the  25th  of  August,  1913.  One  child  has  been 
born  to  them,  Charles  Austin,  born  on  May  23,  1909,  in 
Dalhart,  Texas. 

Ernest  S.  Flippo.  In  the  list  of  commercial  edu- 
cators in  Texas  there  is  none  with  a  better  record  and 
better  accomplishments  to  his  credit  than  Ernest  S. 
Flippo,  proprietor  of  the  Vernon  Commercial  College 
at  Vernon.  Mr.  Flippo  has  been  engaged  in  this  line 
of  educational  work  all  his  career  and  has  made  a  dis- 
tinctive success. 

He  was  born  in  Millsap,  Texas,  May  12,  1888,  the 
second  in  a  family  of  ten  children  born  to  George 
W^ashington  and  Maggie  (Bly)  Flippo,  the  former  a 
native  of  Alabama,  and  the  latter  of  Virginia.  Both 
father  and  mother  came  to  Texas  with  their  respected 
parents,  and  the  father  located  and  spent  a  number 
of  years  at  Fort  Worth,  where  he  followed  the  trade 
of  brick  mason,  and  in  the  same  line  in  different  sec- 
tions of  Texas.  He  is  now  living  at  Whitt,  Texas,  at 
the  age  of  fifty.  The  mother  who  was  educated  and 
married  in  this  state  is  now  forty-five  years  of  age. 

Ernest  S.  Flippo,  as  a  boy,  attended  school  at  Mineral 
Wells,  Texas,  and  after  finishing  his  high  school  course 
entered  the  Tyler  Commercial  College,  taking  his 
diploma  there  December  5,  1907.  His  first  work  was 
as  assistant  principal  in  the  commercial  department  at 
the  Abilene  Business  College,  where  he  remained  nine 
months.  He  then  organized  a  writing  school,  and  did 
work  along  that  line  for  five  months  after  which  he 
moved  to  Quanah,  and  spent  several  months  as  com- 
mercial and  penmanship  teacher.  He  was  connected 
with  the  McKinney  business  college  for  two  years,  and 
then  changed  his  residence  to  Vernon,  where  he  was 
for  some  months  associated  with  the  Draughons  Busi- 
ness College. 

On  September  3,  1912,  he  opened  the  Vernon  Com- 
mercial College,  an  institution  which  has  since  met  the 
needs  of  commercial  education  in  this  section  of  the 
state,  lias  drawn  a  large  number  of  pupils  from  the 
immediate  and  more  remote  sections,  and  is  now  a 
flourishing   school. 

Mr.  Flippo  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  is  affiliated  with 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  has  membership  in  the 
Methodist  church.  At  Vernon,  on  January  27,  1911, 
he  was  married  to  Jewel  Murphy,  a  daughter  of  H.  M. 
Murphy  of  Burnet,  Texas.  Her  parents  who  are  still 
living,  were  early  settlers  in  western  Texas. 

John  S.  Hill,  M.  D.  With  all  of  consistency  may 
this  well  known  and  honored  physician  of  Texas  be 
termed  one  of  the  world's  benefactors,  for  he  has  ac- 
comi)lished  a  great  and  noble  work  in  tho  treatment  of 
the  unfortunate  victims  of  the  dnif;  ;iiid  licpmr  haliits, 
to  which  p'hase  of  professional  eiidr:i\nr  lir  imw  devotes 
virtually  his  entire  time  and  attciitinii.  llis  success, 
through  the  medium  of  a  course  of  tr(?alnu'iit  originated 
by  himself,  has  been  most  definite  and  unequivocal,  and 
for  the  proper  care  of  the  many  who  come  to  him  for 
succor   from   the  pitiable  and  baneful   habits  noted,  he 


has  established  a  private  sanitarium  in  the  beautiful 
city  of  Greenville,  Hunt  county.  This  institution  is  at- 
tractive in  its  appointments  and  is  thoroughly  modern 
in  its  equipment  and  facilities  in  all  departments.  It 
is  known  as  the  Hill  Sanitarium  and  Dr.  Hill  is  inde- 
fatigable, sympathetic  and  unselfish  in  his  eft'orts  to 
make  the  institution  a  veritable  haven  of  refuge  to  those 
who  seek  freedom  from  the  insatiable  dominion  of  the 
drug  and  liquor  addictions.  The  greater  honor  is  due 
the  Doctor  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  he  has  been  in 
the  most  significant  sense  the  architect  of  his  own  for- 
tunes and  has  achieved  prominence  and  distinction  in 
his  exacting  profession,  as  well  as  high  reputation  in  his 
chosen  field  of  practice. 

Dr.  Hill  was  born  at  Searcy,  White  county,  Arkansas, 
on  the  28th  of  June,  1854,  and  was  a  lad  of  ten  years 
at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to  Lamar  county, 
Texas,  in  which  state  he  has  maintained  his  home  during 
the  long  intervening  .years  and  in  which  his  parents 
continued  to  reside  until  their  death.  He  gained  his 
rudimentary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Lamar 
county  and  supplemented  this  by  ambitious  self-dis- 
cipline, as  he  devoted  his  otherwise  leisure  hours  to  care- 
ful reading  and  study.  Through  his  own  efforts  he  earned 
the  money  which  enabled  him  to  complete  a  partial  course 
in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Ten- 
nessee, at  Nashville,  but  his  financial  resources  reached 
so  low  an  ebb  that  he  was  unable  to  continue  his  studies 
to  the  point  of  graduation.  Upon  his  return  to  Texas 
he  proved,  by  most  successfully  passing  the  required 
examination,  that  he  was  eligible  for  the  practice  of 
medicine,  and  he  was  granted  the  necessary  license. 
He  initiated  his  professional  work  in  Delta  county,  and 
finally  established  his  residence  at  Cooper,  the  judicial 
center  of  that  county.  He  gained  definite  success  as  a 
general  practitioner  and  through  continuous  study  and 
research  kept  himself  in  touch  with  the  advances  made 
in  medical  and  surgical  science.  He  was  engaged  in 
practice  for  some  time  at  Sulphur  Springs,  Hopkins 
county,  and  finally  he  located  at  Waxahatchie,  the  cap- 
ital of  Ellis  county,  where  he  built  up  a  large  and  rep- 
resentative practice  and  where  he  continued  his  earnest 
labors  for  a  long  period  of  years. 

In  1897  Dr.  Hill  established  his  home  in  the  city  of 
Greenville,  and  here  he  has  since  given  his  attention 
almost  exclusively  to  the  treatment  for  drug  and  liquor 
addiction.  About  the  year  1892  he  began  the  use  of 
a  system  of  treatment  which  he  himself  had  devised  for 
use  in  such  deplorable  cases,  and  so  successful  did  this 
system  prove  in  practical  results  that  the  Doctor  finally 
retired  entirely  from  general  practice  to  devote  all  of 
his  time  and  efforts  to  the  treatment  of  those  addicted 
to  the  use  of  drugs,  intoxicating  liquors  and  cigarettes. 
Hundreds  of  victims  to  these  habits  have  been  perma- 
nently cured  through  availing  themselves  of  the  advan- 
tages of  his  sanitarium,  which  occupies  two  large  build- 
ings, and  he  has  so  improved  his  method  of  treatment 
that  it  represents  virtually  a  specific  agency  for  the  cure 
of  the  disorders  noted — a  practical  antidote  for  the 
poisons  insidiously  instilled  into  the  human  system 
through  liquor  and  drugs  and  creating  a  pathological 
condition.  The  treatment  is  generously  commended  by 
the  ethical  medical  profession,  and  a  proposition  has 
been  made  to  bring  about  legislation  providing  for  the 
use  of  the  Hill  system  in  the  state  institutions  of  Texas. 
A  noteworthy  feature  of  the  Hill  sanitarium  is  that  its 
patients  are  entirely  free  from  restraint  and  other  stren- 
uous methods  of  treatment  commonly  utilized  in  institu- 
tions where  the  drug  and  liquor  habits  are  treated  and, 
further  than  this.  Dr.  Hill  shows  his  deep  humanitarian 
spirit  by  doing  all  in  his  power  to  aid  his  jiatients 
through  advice  and  admonition,  to  quicken  conscience 
and  bring  forward  high  ideals  of  morality  and  Christian 
faith.  He  is  generous,  sympathetic  and  considerate,  and 
aside  from  his  regular  life  work  he  is  liberal  in  the 
support    and    furtherance    of    charitable    and    religious 
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activities.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the 
Democratic  party  and  his  religious  I'aith  is  that  of  the 
Methodist  churcli,  of  which  he  is  a  zealous  and  liberal 
supporter. 

As  indicative  of  the  great  work  being  done  by  Dr. 
Hill  is  given  an  account  of  the  redemption  through  the 
medium  of  his  treatment  of  a  woman  of  culture  and 
refinement  who  had  fallen  to  the  lowest  depths  and 
whose  initial  step  toward  the  rehabilitation  ot  her  life 
was  made  under  the  sympathetic  guidance  of  a  Metho- 
dist deaconess  in  the  city  of  Dallas,  where  the  unfor- 
tunate woman,  not  yet  old  in  years,  had  been  found  by 
this  Samaritan  Woman  "in  an  old  saloon  in  the  city 
of  Dallas,  lying  on  a  bed  of  filthy  rags.  She  who  had 
once  graced  the  courts  of  kings  had  fallen  into  the 
depths,  lost  to  all  hope,  forgetful  of  all  things  uplift- 
ing. She  was  given  treatment  in  four  different  institu- 
tions, but  each  in  turn  failed  to  bring  her  back  from 
the  awful  realm  of  fantastic  figures,  darkness  and  death. 
Despair  had  almost  closed  in  on  us  in  our  fight  to 
reclaim  her,  when  we  found  Dr.  Hill  and  here  she  has 
been  won  back  to  lite. ' '  The  foregoing  words  are  those 
of  the  devoted  deaconess  who  effected  the  rescue,  and 
who  later  gave  a  brief  record  concerning  the  life  of  the 
woman  whom  she  "plucked  as  a  brand  from  the  burn- 
ing." From  this  record  the  following  extracts  are 
made,  with  certain  paraphrase  and  elimination: 

' '  Ada  came  of  wealthy  parentage  and  she  was  given 
every  advantage  to  secure  an  education;  she  was  grad- 
uated in  Potters  College,  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky, 
where  she  made  a  splendid  record.  She  was  a  beautiful 
girl  and  very  fond  of  society.  Eventually  there  came 
across  her  path  an  Austrian  nobleman,  Oount  Arthur 
Ford  Blanther  von  Seipic.  He  was  a  man  of  winning 
ways  and  much  affability,  and  within  her  young  bosom, 
already  set  upon  social  distinctions,  there  came  a  beau- 
tiful vision  of  courts  and  kings  beyond  the  seas.  It  was 
an  easy  matter  to  fall  in  love  with  the  count.  They 
were  married  and  her  dreams  of  the  society  of  the  east 
came  true.  She  was  presented  at  the  Austrian  court,  to 
Emperor  Joseph,  and  at  the  court  of  St.  James  she  was 
presented  to  yueen  Victoria. 

' '  Eventually  a  daughter  was  born  to  the  couple,  at  a 
country  place  near  London.  Soon  afterward  they  began 
a  tour  around  the  world,  but  alas!  though  too  late  to 
help  her,  the  wife  learned  that  her  nobleman  was  a 
gambler.  They  reached  Chicago  on  their  trip,  but  there 
the  count  indulged  too  freely  his  propensities  for  games 
of  chance,  and  lost  heavily.  In  his  desperation  he  de- 
cided to  end  it  all.  He  shot  his  beautiful  young  wife 
and,  think  he  had  killed  her,  he  turned  the  gun  on 
liiniself  and  was  dead  when  his  side  was  reached.  For 
weeks  the  young  widow  lay  in  the  hospital  and  under 
the  influence  of  drugs.  Much  to  the  surprise  of  her 
physicians,  she  recovered  from  the  wound,  but,  alas!  a 
victim  of  drugs.  Because  of  her  inability  at  that  time 
to  care  for  her  child  she  gave  the  babe  to  friends,  and 
there  she  began  her  downward  course.  Her  fortune  was 
gone  and  it  was  necessary  for  her  to  gain  a  livelihood. 
She  tried  school  teaching  and  stenography,  but  the  battle 
was  more  than  she  could  bear.  She  fell,  and  became  the 
mistress  of  a  well  known  Texas  millionaire.  After  a 
time  he  tired  of  her.  Her  beauty  was  fading  and  she 
began  dropping  lower  and  lower  until  she  reached  the 
final  depths  of  human  degradation,  lost  to  the  world  and 
associating  with  crime.  She  was  such  a  being  when  I 
found  her,  and  although  she  had  taken  treatment  she 
was  such  when  Dr.  Hill  took  her  into  charge.  She  was 
cured  and  now  she  is  in  her  right  mind,  clothed  in  rea- 
son, with  hope  in  the  eyes,  and  with  bright  prospects 
before  her.  Soon  after  she  felt  the  return  of  conscious- 
ness of  a  better  life  she  professed  a  faith  in  Christ. 
She  says  she  is  h:ip|iy  iiml  nxci- jnyed  at  the  change  in 
her  career."  A  ^:hI  an.l  .iwnil  ^lury  is  this  brief  record 
and  aside  from  iill  .  i.iiii.ri  h.n  ivith  the  great  service 
rendered  by  Dr.  Hill,  m  Chiistiuu  zeal  and  all  of  sym- 


pathy, the  tale  offers  an  object  lesson  that  may  well  be 
read  by  fathers  and  mothers  and  by  young  men  and 
women  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  fair 
land. 

Dr.  Hill  married  Miss  Laura  Duff  in  18S0.  There  has 
been  six  children  by  this  marriage:  Stanley,  who  eon- 
ducts  a  sanitarium  at  Ardmore,  Oklahoma,  owned  by  his 
father;  Clarence,  assistant  manager  of  his  father's 
Greenville  sanitarium;  George,  secretary  of  his  father's 
Greenville  institution ;  Wallace  A.,  also  associated  with 
his  father,  attends  to  outside  correspondence  outside  the 
state;  and  Joseph  and  Annie,  deceased. 

J.  H.  Marriott.  J.  H.  Marriott,  prominent  grocer, 
one  time  hotel  owner  and  proprietor  in  Electra,  former 
mayor  of  the  city  and  today  financially  concerned  in 
the  principal  oil  developments  in  the  Electra  field, 
where  he  is  the  owner  of  some  two  hundred  and  seven- 
teen acres,  is  unquestionably  one  of  the  really  big  men 
of  the  city  and  county.  His  activities  along  every  line 
have  been  particularly  worthy  and  of  inestimable  value 
to  his  community,  and  he  takes  his  place  among  the 
leaders  of  thought  and  action  in  the  city  that  has  long 
held  his  interests  and-  been  the  scene  of  his  activities. 
He  is  a  son  of  William  Edward  and  Ellen  (Burt ell) 
Marriott,  and  he  was  born  on  the  27th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1857.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Maryland  and 
mother  of  Kentucky,  and  they  came  to  Texas  soon 
after  their  marriage  in  the  latter  named  state,  settling 
in  Dallas  county  among  the  earliest  pioneers  to  that 
place.  William  Marriott  was  a  farmer  and  stockman, 
prominent  and  prosperous,  and  during  the  Civil  war  he 
participated  in  the  hostilities  as  a  member  ot  a  Texas 
company  and  regiment.  Later  in  life  he  moved  to 
Wiley,  in  Collin  county,  where  he  died  in  1903  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six.  The  mother  died  in  Collin  county 
also,  in  1904,  when  she  was  seventy-two  years  of  age. 
Nine  children  were  born  to  them,  and  of  that  number 
J.  H.  Marriott  was  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth. 

J.  H.  Marriott  attended  the  schools  of  Dallas  and 
Collin  counties  as  a  boy,  and  when  he  left  off  his  studies 
he  turned  his  attention  to  farming  at  home,  then  en- 
gaged in  the  business  independently  in  Collin  and  Dallas 
counties,  and  continuing  until   1904. 

On  July  11,  1904,  Mr.  Merriott  came  to  Wichita 
county  and  settled  at  Electra,  where  he  launched  the 
Electra  Hotel  business  and  continued  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  hostelry  for  two  years.  He  then  built  the 
Marriott  Hotel,  conducting  the  same  for  twelve  months 
only,  after  which  he  started  up  in  the  grocery  business. 
He  undertook  this  enterprise  in  1906,  in  association 
with  Mr.  Bob  Cook  and  his  son,  and  about  that  time 
he  disposed  of  the  Marriott  Hotel,  devoting  himself  to 
the  grocery  business.  This  establishment,  begun  on  a 
small  scale,  is  today  one  of  the  big  grocery  concerns 
of  the  place,  and  is  managed  and  operated  mainly  by 
Mr.  Marriott's  son,  he  himself  giving  his  time  and 
attention  to  his  other  interests.  In  the  past  three 
years  Mr.  Marriott  has  come  into  a  deal  of  wealth 
"as  a  result  of  his  interest  in  the  oU  operations  of  the 
Electra  Oil  belt,  and  his  holdings  of  two  hundred  and 
seventeen  acres  net  him  aggregate  royalties  of  from 
eight  to  nine  thousand  dollars  a  month.  His  one  half 
interest  in  a  two  hundred  and  seventeen  acre  tract  in 
the  oU  belt  is  leased  by  the  Producer's  OU  Company, 
and  another  tract  of  sixty-eight  and  one-half  acres  is 
leased  bv  the  Forest  Oil  Company,  and  the  remaining 
forty  acres  by  the  Five  Rivers  Oil  Company,  besides 
which  he  has  other  holdings  in  land,  and  also  owns 
an  interest  in  the  oil  companies  that  are  operating  on 
his  lands. 

Mr.  Marriott  is  a  man  of  much  public  spirit  and  one 
who  has  since  coming  to  Electra,  shown  himself  to  be 
a  citizen  of  the  most  approved  type.  He  served  one 
term  as  mayor  of  Electra,  and  was  elected  to  fill  the 
office  of  chief  executive  for  another  term,  but  the  press 
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of  private  affairs  compelled  his  resignation.  He  is  a 
Democrat,  and  a  member  of  the  Eoman  Catholic  church. 

On  January  13,  1880,  ilr.  Marriott  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Eosie  Cotter,  of  Collin  county, 
Texas,  and  the  daughter  of  Edward  Cotter  and  his 
wife,  now  both  deceased.  Six  children  have  been  born 
to  them.  Mrs.  Annie  Spurgin,  the  eldest,  has  three 
children;  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Dempsey,  also  of  Collin  county, 
has  a  family  of  five  children;  Edward  Marriott,  living 
in  Electra,  and  his  father 's  business  associate,  conducts 
the  grocery  business  established  by  the  elder  Marriott 
some  years  ago  and  is  a  capable  and  rising  young 
business  man,  and  promises  to  do  credit  to  his  father; 
Mrs.  Clara  Turner  lives  in  Electra;  Kobert  Marriott  is 
deceased,  and  John  Marriott  the  youngest  child,  lives 
at  home. 

In  Electra  the  Marriott  family  are  leaders  in  the 
best  social  activities  of  the  community,  and  enjoy  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances.  Mr.  Marriott  is  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous and  high  standing  men  of  the  state,  and  his  suc- 
cess has  been  evolved  from  a  lowly  beginning  as  a 
farmer 's  boy.  He  has  made  a  name  for  himself  in 
these  parts,  and  is  justly  entitled  to  the  place  he  now 
occupies.  The  family  resides  on  Wagner  street,  where 
they  have  one  of  the  finest  homes  in  Electra. 

William  G.  Stannaed.  WUliam  G.  Stannard  is 
manager  of  the  Western  Union  Office  at  Paris,  a  posi- 
tion he   has   filled  here   since   1885. 

Mr.  Stannard  came  to  Paris,  Texas,  from  Mount 
Vernon,  Indiana,  to  which  place  he  had  accompanied 
his  parents  as  a  child  from  Jackson,  Tennessee,  where 
his  father  finished  a  long  career  as  a  railroad  man  with 
the  Mobile  &  Ohio  railroad,  the  same  being  terminated 
suddenly  by  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  Eome,  Xew 
York,  was  the  birth  place  of  WiUiam  G.  Stannard,  and 
February  15,  1855,  his  natal  day.  His  father  was  Gran- 
ville C.  Stannard,  a  machinist,  who  went  to  Illinois  in 
1856  and  worked  for  the  first  railroad  built  in  that 
state.  It  ran  from  Chicago  to  Cairo  eventually,  but  had 
its  terminus  at  Centralia  for  a  time.  Just  before  the 
war  Granville  Stannard  went  to  Tennessee,  where  seces- 
sion and  rebellion  changed  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life. 
Being  out  of  unison  with  the  principles  of  the  south, 
Granville  C.  Stannard  crossed  the  Ohio  river  to  loyal 
northern  territory  and  located  at  Mount  Vernon,  Indi- 
ana, where  he  bought  a  small  farm  implement  factory, 
and  occupied  himself  in  making  farming  tools  during 
the  few  remaining  years  of  his  life.  He  died  in  1866, 
when  he  was  but  forty  years  old.  He  was  born  at 
Syracuse,  New  York,  and  was  of  Irish  and  Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch  ancestry.  He  married  Mary  Vandenberg, 
the  daughter  of  an  early  superintendent  of  the  street 
railway  of  Binghampton.  Mrs.  Stannard  died  at  Mount 
Vernon,  Indiana,  in  1888,  and  William  G.  is  one  of  the 
six  children  of  his  parents,  the  others  being  named  as 
follows:  Charles,  who  died  in  Evansville,  Indiana,  in 
1908,  and  left  a  family  at  his  death;  Lucy,  who  mar- 
ried Charles  Mauss  first,  later  marrying  David  Dooley, 
and  dying  at  New  Haven,  Illinois;  Ellen  married  John 
Wilkerson  and  resides  at  Mount  Vernon,  Indiana;  Hat- 
tie  married  John  Radcliffe  and  lives  in  Jackson,  Mich- 
igan ;  Henry  is  manager  of  the  Western  Union  business 
at  Port   Smith,  Arkansas. 

William  G.  Stannard  had  but  few  advantages  of 
schooling,  attending  school  but  a  few  years,  and  he 
had  just  entered  his  teens  when  he  gave  up  his  studies 
to  become  a  messenger  lioy  for  the  old  Ohio  Eiver 
Telegraph  Company  at  his  home  town.  His  first  posi- 
tion as  an  operator  was  at  Carlisle,  Indiana,  and  he 
was  but  fifteen  years  of  age  at  the  time,  and  weighed 
ninety-six  pounds, — but  he  was  neither  too  young  nor 
too  light  to  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office 
as  operator  for  the  raUroad  office.  He  followed  this 
position  with   a  period  as  relief   operator  for  the  rail- 


road, and  subsequently  was  made  operator  at  Terra 
Haute.  He  quitted  railroad  work  there  in  1872  and 
continued  with  the  Western  Union  at  Mount  Vernon, 
continuing  with  that  office  until  he  was  transferred  to 
Texas  in  1885.  His  long  and  continuous  service  with 
the  company  gives  him  a  prominent  place  on  the  pen- 
sion rolls  of  the  company  when  he  chooses  to  retire, 
and  ranks  him  among  the  few  pioneer  operators  still 
handling  the  key.  His  millions  of  words  sent  over  the 
wire  and  his  volumes  of  messages  taken  in  long  hand 
have  not  destroyed  the  youthful  cunning  of  his  hand, 
and  he  is  still  quick  and  accurate  in  the  handling  of 
the   key. 

In  1872  Mr.  Stannard  married  Catherine  V.  Moore 
at  Mount  Vernon,  Indiana.  She  is  the  daughter  of  an 
old  Ohio  Eiver  flatboat  pilot,  George  Moore.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stannard  are  Lillie,  the  wife 
of  John  Moore,  of  Paris,  Texas;  Eugene,  chief  operator 
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Grace  Stevens  of  Paris;  Albert,  who  is  operator  for  the 
Shreveport  Cotton  Exchange;  Fannie,  the  wife  of  H. 
A.  Bass,  of  Fort  Worth;  Marie,  the  wife  of  Fred 
Conley,  lives  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana;  and  Frank  lives 
in  Paris,  Texas.  Mr.  Stannard  has  been  an  Odd  Fellow 
since  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  holds  the 
veteran's  jewel  from  the  Texas  Grand  Lodge  for  his 
record  of  twenty-five  years  of  service  without  a  mark 
against  him.  He  has  passed  all  chairs  of  the  subor- 
dinate lodge.  Eeligiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church. 

William  P.  Duncan.  A  man  who  has  borne  a 
worthy  part  in  the  business  activities  of  the  city  of 
Paris  since  1889,  as  well  as  in  those  of  a  purely  civic 
nature,  is  William  P.  Duncan,  of  the  Conway-Duncan 
Company,  of  this  city.  Active,  energetic  and  always 
an  ambitious  man,  Mr.  Duncan  began  his  mercantile 
career  with  a  clerkship,  as  have  so  many  of  the  success- 
ful merchants  the  country  has  known,  and  prior  to  his 
association  with  John  T.  Conway,  to  whom  is  dedicated 
a  sketch  on  other  pages  of  this  work,  he  had  been  a 
member  of  a  number  of  mercantile  firms,  in  addition 
to  his  varied  service  as  a  salesman  in  mercantile  lines. 
His  success  has  been  in  every  way  worthy  of  the  man, 
whose  character  as  man  and  merchant  have  never  been 
assailed  in  all  the  years  of  his  commercial  activity,  a 
fact  which  makes  his  career  the  more  pleasing  to  con- 
template. Mr.  Duncan  comes  of  an  old  and  estimable 
Alabama  family,  he  himself  having  beeu  born  in  Tala- 
poosa  county,  at  Newsite,  in  that  state,  in  1869,  and  a 
son  of  Admiral  Osborn  and  Laura  Ann  (Powell)  Dun- 
can, both  natives  of  the  state. 

Admiral  Osborn  Duncan  was  born  within  a  mile  of 
the  place  where  death  overcame  him.  He  was  a  son 
of  L.  Bryant  Duncan,  who  settled  in  Talapoosa  county, 
from  Georgia,  the  latter  being  born  in  that  state  in 
1820,  dying  in  his  Alabama  home  in  1904.  He  belonged 
to  the  aristocratic  planter  class  and  was  the  owner  of 
many  negroes.  He  was  a  Baptist,  of  the  variety  known 
as  "Hardshell,"  and  a  man  of  weight  and  power  in 
his  community.  He  married  Narcissa  Carnifax,  who 
was  reared  in  Talapoosa  county,  near  Horse  Shoe  Bend, 
where  her  parents  settled,  and  where  the  back  of  the 
great  Cherokee  tribe  was  broken  in  1814,  in  the  famed 
battle  of  Horse  Shoe  Band.  The  family  of  L.  Bryant 
Duncan  and  his  wife  were  six  in  number,  and  mention 
is  made  of  them  brieflv  as  follows:  Allen,  a  resident 
of  Bartlett,  Texas;  John,  who  died  as  a  Confederate 
soldier;  Admiral  Osborn,  the  father  of  the  subject; 
Wainright  R.,  who  died  in  Alabama  after  having  spent 
many  years  in  Cass  county,  Texas ;  Isa  B.,  who  mar- 
ried James  Lindsay  and  Anna,  the  wife  of  John  R. 
Irvin,  both  of  whom  passed  away  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
old   Alabama  home,   leaving   no    issue. 

Eeverting  to  the  earlier  ancestor  of  the  subject,  it 
may  be  said  that  his  great-grandfather,  Allen  Duncan, 
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Tras  one  of  four  brothers  who  were  conspicuous  in  South 
Carolina  as  planters.  They  were:  Miles  T.,  Daniel, 
William  P.  and  Allen.  Of  Scotch  ancestry,  which  set- 
tled in  New  England  and  drifted  into  the  south  with 
the  general  movement  in  that  direction  following  the 
days  of  the  Revolution,  the  family  has  been  since  that 
time  prominently  identified  with  the  activities  of  the 
southern  states. 

Admiral  Osborn  Duncan  in  early  manhood  married 
Miss  Laura  Ann  Powell,  a  daughter  of  Jackson  Powell, 
who  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Wetumke,  Alabama,  when 
his  daughter  was  born.  Professor  Jackson  Powell  was 
a  man  of  considerable  erudition,  and  he  married  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Cogburn.  Admiral  Osljorn  Dun- 
can and  his  wife  reared  four  children,  as  follows: 
John  Bryant,  who  passed  his  life  at  Bartlett,  Texas; 
he  married  Lorena  Jones,  and  at  his  death  left  two 
children;  Edna  and  Harold  Osborn  Duncan;  William 
P.,  of  this  review;  Zoe  L.  married  Joseph  C.  Manning 
and  lives  in  Birmingham,  Alabama ;  Narcissa  F.  is  the 
wife  of  AVilliam  McCrockland,  of  Gatesville,  Texas,  and 
has  four   daughters. 

The  education  of  William  P.  Duncan  was  a  liberal 
one,  gained  in  the  public  schools  of  Bartlett,  Texas, 
where  the  family  settled  in  188.5.  He  was  twenty 
years  old  when  he  came  to  Paris  and  began  a  business 
career  which  is  now  approaching  the  quarter  century 
mark.  His  first  work  in  Paris  was  a  clerkship  with 
the  old  Paris  Dry  Goods  Company,  and  he  later  became 
a  member  of  the  new  firm  of  Lattimore  &  Duncan. 
After  four  years  he  became  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Duncan,  Pool  &  Hutchinson,  a  concern  that 
went  out  of  business  in  1905,  when  Mr.  Duncan  en- 
tered the  service  of  Fleisher  Brothers,  of  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  as  a  road  salesman,  and  continued  with 
them  in  that  capacity  for  two  and  a  half  years. 

Resuming  active  business  operations  once  more,  Mr. 
Duncan  purchased  the  interest  of  E.  H.  Conway,  the 
junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Conway  Brothers,  and  the 
firm  of  Conway  &  Duncan  came  into  being.  The  later 
addition  of  T.  E.  Jones  into  membership  brought  about 
the  firm  which  has  since  been  known  as  the  Conway- 
Dunean  Company,  one  of  the  most  successful  mercantile 
establishments  in  the  county,  with  branch  houses  at  a 
number   of   different   places  throughout   the   district. 

On  June  26,  1895,  Mr.  Duncan  married  Miss  Ida 
Terrell,  a  daughter  of  G.  I.  Terrell,  who  was  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  old  southern  families,  having 
come  into  the  state  in  boyhood  from  his  native  state, 
Kentucky.  He  is  an  old"  soldier  of  the  Confederacy, 
and  he  married  Fannie  Patterson,  from  the  Taladega 
A'alley,  in  Alabama.  The  issue  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dun- 
can are  as  follows:  Louise,  born  January  27,  1897; 
and  Fannie  Laura,  born  September  24,  1902. 

Mr.  Duncan's  political  activity  has  been  in  line  with 
the  prohibition  Democracy  of  Texas,  and  he  has  long 
regarded  the  saloon  evil  as  one  of  the  greatest  wrongs 
of  our  country.  He  is  progressive  and  liberal  in  his 
ideas,  and  in  this  connection  may  be  cited  the  fact 
that  he  was  one  of  the  first  men  in  Paris  to  sign  a 
petition  in  favor  of  womans'  suffrage.  His  churchly 
relations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  denomination,  and 
he  is  one  of  the  most  estimable  men  of  the  city  and 
county. 

Judge  G.  Wootex.  The  month  of  May,  1913,  rounded 
out  a  period  of  twenty  years  of  continuous  serv- 
ice as  superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Paris  on  the 
part  of  Judge  Given  W'ooten,  a  period  which  covers  an 
era  of  phenomenal  progress  and  growth  in  the  public 
school  system  of  the  city;  and  the  brief  facts  pre- 
sented here  tell  the  story  as  it  is,  accurately  and  shorn 
of  all  elaboration.  Such  a  record  can  not  fail  to  impress 
a  thoughtful  reader  with  at  least  a  comparative  ap- 
preciation of  the  great  agency  for  the  training  of  the 
human    mind    in    its    formative    period.      A    tenure    of 


twenty  years  or  more  as  the  directing  head  of  any 
enterprise,  of  whatever  nature,  indicates  at  once  that 
he  who  has  held  that  position  has  proven  to  the  people 
that  he  has  been  the  right  man  for  the  right  place,  and 
in  Judge  Wooten  the  city  of  Paris,  Texas,  has  indubitably 
been  justified  in  its  long  continued  retention  of  his 
services  as  the  head  of  its  public  school  system.  She 
has  maintanied  at  the  head  of  her  educational  system  a 
man  who  has  proven  his  abilities  as  a  navigator  in  the 
waters  of  education,  who  has  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  rocky  points,  the  shoal  waters  and  the  floating 
derelicts  upon  which  the  ship  of  school  administration 
is  too  often  wrecked. 

Judge  Wooten  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Kentucky, 
not  far  from  Bowling  Green,  on  March  5,  1855,  and  is 
the  son  of  Joseph  W.  and  Ann  (Brawner)  Wooten.  The 
father  was  born  in  Barren  county,  Kentucky,  in  1828, 
and  was  a  brother  of  Dr.  Wooten,  one  time  president 
of  the  board  of  regents  of  the  University  of  Texas. 
Joseph  W.  Wooten  was  a  farmer  and  merchant  in  Warren 
county  and  belonged  to  a  Virginia  family,  of  which  his 
father  was  an  off-shoot.  It  may  be  stated  here  that 
the  grandfather  of  Judge  Wooten  was  orphaned  early 
in  his  boyhood,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  authentic 
data  concerning  the  ancestry  and  origin  of  this  inter- 
esting family. 

Joseph  W.  Wooten,  as  mentioned  previously,  married 
Ann  Brawner,  a  daughter  of  William  T.  Brawner,  a 
man  who  came  of  the  old  Revolutionary  stock  of  Mary- 
land, and  whose  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Cooksey 
family  of  that  state,  well  and  prominently  known.  Mr. 
Wooten  passed  away  in  1903  and  his  widow  is  now  a 
resident  of  Owensboro,  Kentucky.  They  reared  four 
children:  Judge  Given,  the  educator  of  Paris,  Texas; 
Mrs.  Walter  B.  Hill,  of  Oklahoma  City;  Mrs.  T.  J. 
Townsend,  the  wife  of  a  well  known  doctor  of  Owens- 
boro, Kentucky;  and  W.  B.  Wooten  of  Gallatin, 
Tennessee. 

Judge  Wooten  began  his  higher  education  at  Bethel 
College  in  RussellvUle,  Kentucky,  and  from  that  went 
to  the  University  of  Virginia,  where  he  lacked  but  three 
months  of  his  graduation  when  sudden  illness  seized  him. 
He  returned  to  RusseUville,  Kentucky,  and  there,  upon 
his  recovery,  prepared  for  and  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  law.  He  was  chosen  to  membership  on  the  county 
school  board,  and  upon  the  occasion  of  a  sudden  vacancy 
in  one  of  the  county  schools,  he  was  asked  to  fill  the 
place  pending  the  engagement  of  a  new  teacher.  Instead 
of  dropping  out  of  the  work  in  the  ensuing  month,  the 
young  man  stayed  in  the  schools  for  three  years,  and 
thus  identified  himself  with  the  teaching  profession, 
discontinuing  his  connection  with  the  law  work  that 
appealed  with  great  strength  to  his  instinct  for  service 
of  the  highest  order.  In  his  quite  accidental  acquaint- 
ance with  the  work  of  the  school  room,  he  discovered 
latent  talent  and  possibilities  along  educational  lines, 
and  his  work  was  soon  recognized  in  the  community, 
while  his  favor  spread  with  the  profession  as  well  as 
with  laymen.  His  ability  as  a  disciplinarian  was  not 
less  pronounced  than  his  capacity  as  an  instructor,  and 
when  he  learned  that  Yazoo  City,  Mississippi,  required  a 
superintendent  who,  to  quote  their  own  terms,  could  gov- 
ern "without  regard  to  whether  or  not  the  children 
learned  anything, ' '  Judge  Wooten  applied  for  the  place. 
So  readily  did  he  adjust  the  difficulties  that  had  beset 
this  community  in  its  educational  work  that  he  con- 
tinued for  three  years,  resigning  then  to  accept  the 
superintendency  of  the  schools  at  Benton,  Mississippi, 
subsequently  passing  on  to  West  Point  and  Oxford, 
Mississippi.  He  was  at  the  latter  named  place  for  five 
years  and  came  to  Paris  direct  from  there.  While  in 
Mississippi  he  was  president  of  the  Teachers '  Associa- 
tion of  East  Mississippi  and  secretary  of  the  State 
Teachers'  Association,  and  for  some  years  he  gave  an 
added  impetus  to  educational  work  in  the  state  by  his 
numerous    addresses    and    contributions    to    educational 
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jomnals,  and  by  his  especially  telling  and  effective  work 
in  summer  normals,  a  branch  of  school  work  that  is 
coming  to  be  more  and  more  recognized  as  a  necessary 
factor  in  the  efficient  training  of  teachers,  aside  from 
whatever  educational  advantages  they  may  have  pre- 
viously enjoyed  along  those  lines,  and  which  was  in  its 
infancy  in  those  days. 

The  facilities  for  education  in  Paris  when  Prof. 
Wooteu  assumed  the  duties  of  superintendent  of  the 
schools  of  the  city  were  most  primitive  in  contrast  with 
present  day  conditions.  There  were  two  schools  for  white 
and  one  for  colored  people,  and  the  high  school  depart- 
ment occupied  a  part  of  one  of  the  ward  buildings. 
There  were  seventy-three  high  school  students,  a  total 
enrollment  of  about  eighteen  hundred,  and  a  faculty  of 
twenty-four  teachers.  There  had  been  five  annual  grad- 
uations with  a  total  of  forty-nine  pupils,  and  the  system 
showed  a  deplorable  want  of  reform  and  repair  at  many 
important  points.  Today,  in  1913,  seven  buildings  house 
the  white  students  and  four  the  colored,  while  the  total 
enrollment  is  more  than  thirty-five  hundred.  One  cen- 
tral high  school  building,  with  the  most  ideal  equipment, 
enrolls  four  hundred  and  sixty-one  pupils,  with  sixteen 
teachers  on  the  high  school  staff,  and  the  graduating 
class  of  1913  numbered  sixty-nine.  There  are  four  colored 
teachers  in  the  colored  high  school  and  seventeen  grade 
teachers  of  the  colored  faction,  while  there  are  forty-six 
grade  teachers  in  the  white  schools.  During  the  regime 
of  Judge  Wooten  the  course  of  study  has  been  greatly 
extended  and  amplified,  and  today  embraces  a  Latin  and 
Scientific  course,  manual  training,  domestic  science,  and  a 
new  department  in  the  form  of  two  companies  equipped 
for  military  drill  composed  of  the  high  school  boys. 
Graduates  from  the  high  school  numbering  more  than 
eight  hundred  have  gone  forth  in  the  business  of  life, 
some  into  the  field  of  finance,  some  into  merchandising 
and  the  professions,  and  a  large  percentage  of  the  teach- 
ing force  of  the  Paris  schools  comprise  former  students 
of  the  schools. 

Judge  Wooten 's  relation  to  education  in  Texas  has 
continued  earnest  and  active  through  the  passing  years, 
and  the  State  meeting  of  teachers  has  always  known  him 
as  a  positive  force  for  the  onward  march  of  progress 
in  educational  affairs.  As  previously  stated,  he  has  been 
president  of  the  State  Teachers'  Association  and  also  of 
the  Association  of  School  Superintendents  of  the  State, 
and  for  many  years  has  been  active  and  prominent  in  the 
conduct   of   surmner   normal  work. 

In  1884  Judge  Wooten  was  married  in  Adairville,  Ken- 
tucky, to  Miss  Anna  Paisley,  a  daughter  of  J.  B.  Paisley. 
Mrs.  Wooten  died  in  Paris  in  1898,  leaving  him  two 
daughters  and  a  son:  Lynne  is  a  teacher  of  Latin,  Ger- 
man and  Spanish  in  Mary  Connor  College,  in  Paris ; 
Lucile,  a  graduate  of  the  Denton  (Texas)  Normal  School; 
and  Jo  Paisley,  who  has  just  finished  in  the  Paris  High 
school. 

In  1899  Judge  Wooten  married  Mrs.  Etta  Eead,  a 
daughter  of  William  C.  Klyee.  Judge  Wooten  is  a 
thirty-second  degree  Mason  of  the  Scottish  Eite  and  has 
also  taken  all  the  degrees  in  the  York  Eite  branch  and 
is  Grand  Commander  of  the  Knights  Templar  body  of 
Texas.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  and 
a  Democrat. 

Looking  back  over  the  two  decades  of  service  of  Judge 
Wooten  in  his  high  position  in  Paris,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult indeed  to  make  any  adequate  estimate  as  to  the 
depth  and  breadth  of  his  work  among  the  student  body 
of  the  city  in  all  these  years.  Certain  it  is  that  he  has 
recognized  to  the  fullest  his  opportunity  and  his  respon- 
sibility, and  Paris  has  in  turn  shown  her  recognition  of 
his  splendid  capacity  for  good  in  the  work  he  long  since 
chose  for  his  lifework.  Whole-souled,  generous  in  heart 
and  in  mind,  with  splendid  capabilities  and  possessing 
an  unbounded  popularity,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  contem- 
plate his  work  of  past  years,  and  Paris  looks  forward 


to  many  years  of  future  association  with  him  as  the  head 
of  its  educational  system. 

Geokge  W.  Glasscock.  Many  pages  of  this  publica- 
tion are  in  the  nature  of  a  memorial  to  the  pioneer 
element  of  Texas  citizenship,  and  as  its  chief  author 
w^as  ' '  a  leader  of  the  Texas  Eevolution, "  it  is  eminently 
fitting  that  the  lives  of  early  patriots  and  pioneers  should 
be  given  as  much  space  as  possible.  Among  prominent 
early  Texans  none  was  more  honored  among  his  friends 
and  the  several  communities  where  he  lived  than  George 
W.  Glasscock,  who  was  one  of  the  founders  of  George- 
town, the  county  seat  of  Williamson  county,  where  many 
years  of  his  life  were  passed  and  most  of  his  interests 
centered. 

When  he  died  in  Travis  county,  February  28,  18fi8,  it 
was  said  that  no  death  since  the  close  of  the  war  had 
occasioned  so  much  regret  in  that  part  of  the  state. 
George  W.  Glasscock  was  born  in  Kentucky,  April  11, 
1810,  grew  up  in  his  native  state  and  in  1830  followed 
the  leadings  of  an  adventurous  spirit  and  left  home, 
spending  two  years  in  St.  Louis  as  a  merchant.  Soon 
after  he  located  in  St.  Louis  the  Black'  Hawk  war  broke 
out,  and  called  volunteers  from  every  one  of  the  middle 
western  states.  Mr.  Glasscock  was  elected  first  lieutenant 
in  Captain  J.  M.  Early  's  company  of  volunteers,  and  saw 
service  until  the  capture  of  the  famous  chief  and  the 
close  of  hostilities.  After  this  experience  he  engaged  in 
flat-boating  on  the  Sangamon  and  Illinois  rivers,  and 
had  no  less  a  partner  in  that  enterprise  than  Abraham 
Lincoln.  From  the  river  traffic  he  finally  returned  to 
his  uncle  near  St.  Louis,  and  remained  there  a  year  or 
more.  The  province  of  Texas  was  then  exciting  great 
attention  throughout  the  country,  especially  on  account 
of  the  troubles  between  the  American  colonists  and  the 
Mexican  government,  and  in  1834  Mr.  Glasscock  located 
at  Savalla  in  the  extreme  southeastern  corner  of  the 
state,  in  what  was  then  known  as  the  Municipality  of 
Jasper,  later  Jasper  county.  There  he  was  engaged  in 
merchandising  with  T.  B.  Huling  and  Henry  Millard, 
and  besides  selling  goods  the  firm  did  a  large  amount 
of  land  locating,  with  Mr.  Glasscock  as  the  surveyor. 
It  was  as  a  land  looker  and  surveyor  that  Mr.  Glasscock 
first  became  acquainted  with  western  Texas.  In  that 
way  he  traveled  all  over  the  counties  of  Travis,  William- 
son, Burnet,  Lampasas  and  Milam.  He  had  many  thrill- 
ing experiences  and  hardships,  and  at  one  time  was  a 
fortunate  member  of  a  party  the  other  section  of  which 
was  captured  by  Indians  and  all  massacred. 

Mr.  Glasscock  was  one  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Texas 
Eevolution,  and  was  a  part  of  the  army  in  the  fall  of 
1835  which  besieged  and  captured  San  Antonio,  and 
again  responded  to  the  call  for  troops  early  in  1836  ani 
did  service  in  the  concluding  months  of  the  war.  From 
Jasper  county  Mr.  Glasscock,  in  1840,  moved  to  the 
present  county  of  Bastrop.  That  was  his  home  for  three 
years,  and  he  lived  in  Travis  county  until  1848.  It  was 
in  the  county  of  Williamson  that  his  principal  landed 
interests  lay,  and  there  in  1848  he  took  up  his  home. 
He  was  among  the  first  to  develop  the  wheat-growing 
interests  of  that  section  of  Texas,  and  in  order  to  carry 
out  his  plans  and  encourage  the  growing  of  that  grain 
he  put  up  the  first  flouring  mill  ever  seen  in  western 
Texas.  To  advance  the  prosperity  of  Williamson  county 
seems  to  have  been  his  most  cherished  wish.  Its  county 
seat  now  bears  a  portion  of  his  name,  because  of  his 
donation  of  the  beautiful  ground  upon  which  it  is  situ- 
ated. He  used  his  influence  and  oftentimes  liberally 
contributed  of  his  possessions  to  encourage  settlement 
and  to  help  many  a  pioneer  family  that  otherwise  would 
have  been  discouraged  and  could  not  have  stood  the  test 
of  the  struggle  for  existence. 

From  1850  until  the  close  of  his  life  George  W.  Glass- 
cock filled  a  number  of  public  positions.  He  represented 
the  counties  of  Williamson  and  Travis  in  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  legislatures;   was  for  many  years  county  com- 
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missioner  for  Williamson  county;  was  one  of  the  con- 
tractors of  the  lunatic  asylum  during  the  terms  of  Gov- 
ernors Houston,  Clark,  Lubbock  and  Murrah;  and  was 
president  of  the  Air-Line  Kailroad  Company,  by  which 
Austin  first  came  into  relation  with  the  outside  world 
by  means  of  railway!  A  short  time  before  his  death 
he  had  perfected  an  arrangement  with  the  Central  Rail- 
road Company  for  the  completion  of  the  line  to  Austin. 

George  W.  Glasscock  died  as  a  result  of  injuries 
received  when  a  horse  he  was  riding  fell  and  he  was 
taken  from  life  at  a  comparatively  early  age  and  when 
the  promise  of  many  useful  years  naturally  remained 
for  him.  "Wliile  living  in  Jasper  county  in  1837  he 
married  Miss  Cynthia  C.  Knight.  They  shared  together 
the  privations  and  diflSculties  of  pioneer  existence  in 
Texas,  and  she  died  in  the  city  of  Austin  in  1866.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children  altogether,  three  of 
whom  died  before  the  parents,  and  several  of  whom  are 
still  living.  One  of  the  daughters  is  Mrs.  E.  J.  Talbott, 
of  Georgetown. 

The  late  George  W.  Glasscock  was  prominent  in  Ma- 
sonry, was  an  active  member  of  Austin  Lodge,  No.  12, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  a  portion  of  the  tribute  of  respect 
drawn  up  and  published  by  the  lodge'  at  the  time  of  his 
death  will  supplement  the  brief  facts  already  related: 

"Our  deceased  brother  was  no  ordinary  man.  There 
was  a  tireless  energy  in  his  character  that  entered  into 
all  his  pursuits,  and  was  the  grand  element  of  success. 
Possessed  of  a  powerful  native  intellect  and  singularly 
clear  perceptions,  he  understood  human  nature  in  an 
uncommon  degree ;  and  few  combinations  of  circum- 
stances surprised  him  or  found  him  unprepared  for  any 
emergency  that  might  present  itself.  Of  a  disposition 
singularly  generous,  a  heart  tenderly  mild,  he  was  open 
handed  as  the  day  to  every  call  of  charity  made  upon 
him  either  as  a  Mason  or  a  man. 

"He  was  a  Mason  of  many  years'  standing;  and 
those  of  us  who  have  known  him  longest  miss,  and  will 
always  miss,  his  presence  from  our  mystic  circle,  and  as 
we  cast  our  eyes  around  us,  while  we  notice  the  absence 
of  many  with  whom  we  have  been  associated  in  former 
years,  the  remembrance  of  no  one  will  call  forth  a  deeper 
.sigh  than  we  heave  as  we  mark  the  vacant  seat  of  him 
whose  loss  we  now  deplore. 

"And  the  suddenness  of  his  departure  from  among  us 
increases  the  force  of  the  blow  under  which  we  bend  in 
unavailing  sorrow.  One  day  we  saw  him  among  us, 
living,  strong,  active,  full  of  energy  and  vitality;  and 
though  slightly  past  the  prime  of  life,  with  the  apparent 
prospect  of  many  years  of  active  life  and  prolonged  use- 
fulness; the  next,  our  hearts  are  chilled  with  the  sad 
news  that  he  is  done  with  us,  and  life  and  time  and  that 
we  shall  no  more  see  and  associate  with  him  till  the 
great  Author  of  life  shall  call  us  all  from  the  grave. 
So  stunning  the  event,  that  we  hardly  yet  realize  its 
actual  truth.     *     *     * 

"Eesolved,  That  in  the  death  of  our  lamented  brother, 
George  W.  Glasscock,  we  feel  that  we  have  sustained  a 
loss  not  easily  repaired;  and  while  we  bow  in  humble 
submission  to  that  Overruling  Providence,  more  wise 
than  we,  we  cannot  but  give  way  to  the  grief  so  great 
a  misfortune  is  so  well  calculated  to  produce. 

"Eesolved,  That  while  we  forget  the  frailties  of  our 
departed  brother,  to  which  all  are  liable,  we  will  cultivate 
the  recollection  of  his  many  virtues,  and  emulate  his 
example  in  all  that  was  good  and  excellent  in  his  char- 
acter.    *     *     * " 

WiLLUM  W.  FiTZPATBiCK.  The  medical  profession  of 
Paris,  Texas,  knows  as  one  of  its  younger  members  and 
at  the  same  time  one  of  its  most  promising  ones.  Dr. 
William  W.  Fitzpatrick,  who  has  hero  lieen  engaged  in 
practice  since  1904.  His  tiiiiiiiii.  i  r  iik  ],rofession  was 
most  thorough,  and  the  :ilt(  i  '      ,     i  h.'  young  doctor 

has   since   given   to  his  \mii1>    I  itnd  him  one  of 

the  coming  men  of  the  iihjIi    il    !   :i:>iiiity,  and  indeed, 


he  has  already  won  recognition  of  no  small  merit  for 
his  ability  and  achievement  in  his  chosen  career. 

A  native  son  of  Paris,  born  here  on  November  25, 
1876,  Dr.  Fitzpatrick  comes  of  stanch  and  sturdy  Irish 
stock,  as  his  name  indicates.  His  father,  who  came  of 
a  family  of  prominence  in  County  Ulster,  Ireland,  was 
born  in  New  York  City  in  1852.  He  left  home  as  a  youth 
of  fourteen,  thereafter  maintaining  himself  chiefly  as  a 
clerk  and  salesman  untU  he  turned  his  face  in  a  south- 
westerly direction.  It  was  in  1872  that  he  first  located 
in  Texas,  settling  in  Denison,  and  coming  to  Paris  two 
years  later.  Here  for  some  years  the  elder  Fitzpatrick 
was  occupied  in  a  cigar  business,  but  he  eventually 
drifted  in  the  wtton  business  as  a  shipper.  Of  late 
years  he  retired  from  that  business,  in  which  he  achieved 
a  pleasing  success,  and  in  recent  times  has  identified 
himself  in  a  more  or  less  active  way  with  the  real  estate 
business,  although  he  is  practically  retired,  his  real  es- 
tate operations  being  more  of  the  nature  of  an  avocation 
than  otherwise.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  in  his  young  manhood 
married  Ella,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Withrow,  of  Denison, 
Texas,  who  located  in  that  place  from  his  native  place, 
Springfield,  Illinois.  D».  William  W.  and  Miss  Fay 
Fitzpatrick  are  the  only  issue  of  their  union. 

Although  born  in  Paris,  Dr.  Fitzpatrick  had  but  little 
acquaintance  with  the  city  until  after  he  had  finished  his 
education  and  settled  here  as  a  member  of  the  medical 
profession.  After  his  knickerbocker  days  he  was  alisent 
practically  all  the  time  in  the  pursuit  of  an  education, 
first  at  St.  Edwards  College  in  Austin,  Texas,  and  later 
in  the  University  of  Notre  Dame,  Indiana,  where  he  car- 
ried on  his  literary  studies.  The  year  1898  saw  his 
graduation  from  that  institution  with  his  Bachelor  's  de- 
gree, and  he  then  begun  his  preparation  for  his  lifework 
in  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1902.  From  that  well  known  insti- 
tution the  young  doctor  began  a  thorough  hospital  train- 
ing in  St.  Paul 's  Sanitarium,  in  Dallas,  Texas,  passing 
a  year  there  in  careful  work  and  study,  and  thereafter 
spent  a  like  period  in  the  famous  hospitals  of  New  York 
and  Chicago.  Thus  equipped  with  theoretical  and  prac- 
tical knowledge.  Dr.  Fitzpatrick  did  not  hesitate  to  pre- 
sent himself  to  the  people  of  his  native  community  as  a 
member  of  the  medical  profession,  and  since  1904  he  has 
enjoyed  his  share  in  the  work  of  healing  in  Paris,  and 
his  practice  has  seen  a  continuous  growth  consistent  with 
the  meritorious  work  he  has  performed  in  the  commu- 
nity. His  interest  in  his  profession  is  of  a  character 
such  as  to  exclude  him  from  all  connection  with  Inisincsa 
or  affairs  of  ordinary  public  concerns.  He  is  a  niembor 
of  the  local  and  state  medical  societies,  and  likewise  of 
the  National  Medical  Association. 

In  February,  1907,  Dr.  Fitzpatrick  was  married  in 
Paducah,  Kentucky,  to  Miss  Letitia  Powell,  daughter  of 
W.  W.  Powell,  prominent  there  as  a  man  of  business,  and 
a  grand-daughter  of  Governor  Shelby  of  that  state.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Fitzpatrick  have  one  son,  William  W..  Jr. 

Sam  B.  Gillett.  A  native  son  of  the  state  of  Texas, 
Sam  B.  Gillett,  well  known  to  the  legal  fraternity  of  EI 
Paso  and  vicinity,  has  spent  the  best  years  of  his  life 
in  his  birth  state,  a  period  of  something  like  sixteen 
years  having  been  given  to  professional  associations  iu 
New  Mexico  in  unison  with  Hon.  Harvey  B.  Ferguson, 
congressman  from  that  state.  He  returned  to  Texas  in 
1903,  and  since  that  time  has  been  active  and  prominent 
in  professional  circles,  and  has  gained  a  place  among 
the  foremost  among  the  legal  men  of  the  city  and  county. 

Born  in  Gonzales  county,  Texas,  on  January  30,  1863, 
Sam  B.  Gillett  is  the  son  of  Eev.  James  D.  and,  Martha 
(Johnston)  Gillett.  The  father  was  born  in  Matagordo 
county,  this  state,  in  1833,  in  the  days  when  Texas  was 
a  republic,  and  all  his  life  from  mature  years  on  till 
retirement,  has  devoted  his  whole  energies  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry.  He  is  now  an  honored  resident  of  El 
Paso,  where  he  is  well  known  for  his  identification  with 
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every  charitable  and  philanthropic  movement  that  has 
origin  in  the  city.  His  devoted  wife,  who  also  survives, 
was  born  in  Indiana,  and  she  met  and  married  her  hus- 
band in  the  Lone  Star  state.  Nine  children  were  born 
to  them,  of  which  number  the  subject  was  the  fourth 
born.  The  father  of  Rev.  Gillett  was  Eev.  Eoswell  Gil- 
lett,  who  likewise  lived  a  life  of  the  uTmost  usefulness 
in  his  sphere  in  Texas. 

Samuel  B.  Gillett,  it  may  be  said,  is  essentially  a 
Texas  product,  coming  as  he  did  from  a  father  and 
grandfather  who  carried  on  their  life  work  in  the  great 
southwestern  state.  He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools,  later  attending  the  Southwestern  Uni- 
versity at  Georgetown.  Between  his  public  school  and 
colli'i^e  (liiys,  liiiwever,  there  elapsed  a  considerable  gap 
of  tini.'.  Ml  wlii.li  the  young  student  was  engaged  in 
vaiioNs  :irti\iti('s  which  enabled  him  to  make  a  start  in 
his  rolli'gc  can'cr,  and  he  finished  that  course  by  work- 
ing his  way  so  that  his  education  came  to  him  at  the 
cost  of  many  a  personal  sacrifice.  None  will  be  found, 
however,  who  will  dispute  that  his  training  was  none  the 
less  elEcient  or  wholesome  for  that  fact,  and  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  he  learned  during  that  time  lessons 
that  have  been  of  the  greatest  importance  to  him  in  his 
later  life,  and  have  been  significant  factors  in  the  high 
order  of  success  that  he  has  achieved. 

After  Mr.  Gillett  had  finished  his  hard  won  college 
course,  he  engaged  in  the  .sheep  business,  and  continued 
in  that  work  for  about  four  years,  when  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  study  of  law.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1891,  and  soon  thereafter  began  the  practice 
of  law  in  Silver  City,  New  Mexico,  where,  as  has  already 
been  mentioned,  he  was  associated  in  practice  with  one 
of  the  most  eminent  New  Mexico  lawyers,  Hon.  Harvey 
B.  Ferguson.  It  was  in  1903  that  he  returned  to  Texas, 
locating  at  once  in  El  Paso,  and  here  he  has  achieved  a 
success  in  every  way  worthy  of  the  name,  and  one  that 
has  gained  him  a  prominence  and  position  that  is  in- 
dicative of  the  possession  of  a  high  order  of  ability.  He 
has  won  distinction  as  one  of  the  most  noted  criminal 
lawyers  in  the  state,  and  it  is  a  fact  of  record  that 
during  all  the  years  of  his  practice  in  El  Paso  the  jury 
only  once  returned  a  verdict  of  "Guilty."  A  remark- 
able instance  of  his  unusual  ability  and  success  in  crim- 
inal practice  was  an  occasion  when  he  was  called  to 
defend  a  man  charged  with  a  serious  crime.  Evidence 
against  the  accused  was  almost  overwhelming,  and  Mr. 
Gillett  was  called  on  so  short  a  notice  that  he  had  prac- 
tically no  time  to  prepare  himself  for  the  trial.  It  was 
the  belief  of  the  court  and  attorney  for  the  prosecution 
that  the  man  was  guilty  as  charged,  and  they  were  con- 
fident that  no  other  verdict  could  be  returned,  but  the 
verdict  of  that  jury  was  "Not  guilty."  The  judge 
himself  congratulated  Mr.  Gillett  and  assured  him  that 
if  he  ever  had  the  misfortune  to  require  the  services  of 
a  criminal  lawyer,  Mr.  Gillett  might  consider  himself 
retained  in  advance. 

Mr.  Gillett  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  takes  an  active 
part  in  the  activities  of  that  body,  being  recognized  as 
one  of  the  party  leaders  in  Hiis  scctimi  of  the  state, 
although  it  is  a  ]iart  of  Ins  |i|,-iii  <if  |irm>e<lure  that  he 
never  accepts  pulilic  ollirc  liimsilt'.  Uis  residence  in 
El  Paso  has  been  fraught  ivitli  n.tivities  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  city,  and  as  a  member  of  the  local 
school  board  he  has  performed  worthy  service  in  behalf 
of  the  educational  system.  No  more  enthusiastic  Texan 
will  be  found  when  questions  of  its  comparative  oppor- 
tunities are  raised,  and  Mr.  Gillett  is  prepared  at  all 
times  to  respond  to  any  inquiries  with  reference  to  pos- 
sible and  certain  opportunities  that  are  to  be  found 
within  the  border  lines  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Gillett  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  has  filled  all  chairs  in  the  local  lodge,  as  well  as 
having  served  as  representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Texas.  He  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
died  in  New  Mexico,  and  is  there  buried.     His  second 


marriage  took  place  at  Silver  City,  New  Mexico,  on 
January  30,  1893,  Miss  Euth  Phelps  becoming  his  wife, 
she  being  a  native  daughter  of  the  state  of  Illinois. 
Five  children  were  born  to  them — four  sons  and  one 
daughter,  named  as  follows:  Idus,  Eena,  Clyde  and 
Claude,  who  are  twins,  and  Knox.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  South,  in  El 
Paso,  and  take  prominent  places  in  the  many  good  works 
of  the  church  with  which  they  have  afiiliated  since  lo- 
cating in  El  Paso. 

Three  generations  of  the  Gillett  family,  which  has 
long  been  identified  with  Texas  in  no  uncertain  manner, 
are  thus  established  in  El  Paso,  and  while  the  activities 
of  the  subject  are  of  a  nature  entirely  different  from  the 
work  that  dominated  the  lives  of  his  honored  sire  and 
grandsire,  yet  he  is  taking  his  place  as  an  honored  and 
honorable  advocate  of  the  law  and  as  a  citizen  whose 
every  instinct  is  in  harmony  with  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  the  best  interests  of  his  city. 

J.  Swain  Aybes.  Among  the  men  who  by  their  ac- 
tivities in  the  field  of  business  have  added  to  the  com- 
mercial importance  of  AmarHlo,  J.  Swain  Ayres,  presi- 
dent of  the  J.  S.  Ayers  lee  Cream  Company,  holds 
prominent  position.  Coming  to  this  city  a  poor  man,  less 
than  ten  years  ago,  he  has  during  this  time  built  up  one 
of  the  leading  industries  of  its  kind  in  the  Lone  .Star 
state,  the  business  of  which  extends  not  only  through- 
out Texas  but  into  Oklahoma  and  Mexico.  Mr.  Ayres 
is  a  Westerner  by  birth  and  training.  He  was  born 
in  San  Saba  county,  Texas,  January  14,  1880,  and  is  a 
son  of  W.  E.  and  Josephine  (Webster)  Ayres. 

W.  E.  Ayres  was  a  native  of  Mississippi,  and  when 
two  years  of  age  was  brought  to  Texas  by  his  parents, 
the  family  settling  on  a  ranch  in  Goliad  county.  There 
Mr.  Ayres  grew  to  manhood,  following  in  the  foot-steps 
of  his  father  and  adopting  agricultural  pursuits,  ranch- 
ing and  stock  raising  as  his  life  work.  He  is  now  re- 
tired from  active  pursuits  and  is  living  at  Clarendon, 
Texas,  being  sixty-five  years  of  age.  He  was  married 
at  Goliad,  Texas,  to  Josephine  Webster,  who  was  born 
and  educated  in  Texas,  and  who  is  still  living  at  the  age 
of  sixty-two  years.  She  and  her  husband  have  had  four 
sons  and  three  daughters,  J  Swain  being  the  fourth  in 
order  of  birth. 

After  attending  the  public  school  at  Mason,  Texas, 
Mr.  Ayres  took  up  ranching,  but  subsequently  turned 
his  attention  to  dairying,  which  he  followed  at  Cleburne, 
Texas,  for  one  year.  During  the  next  year  he  divided 
his  time  between  ranching  and  attending  school,  and 
then  went  to  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  dairying  for  two  years.  After  six  months 
spent  in  central  Texas,  in  1904  he  came  to  AmarillO; 
where  he  purchased  a  dairy  business,  and  this  he  con- 
ducted two  years.  During  this  time  Mr.  Ayres  became 
convinced  that  there  wns  :i  (icl.l  f..r  a  concern  which 
could  furnish  a  first-cla-'^  ^l:llll'  n(  ire  cream,  and  ac- 
cordingly in  1906,  he  lii';;.ni  i..  ukuhi  I'.i.-ture  this  delicacy. 
His  business  grew  so  raiH.lly,  tli.-it  in  1910  he  became  the 
organizer  of  the  Ayres  Ic-e  (.'ream  Company,  and  erected 
the  present  modern  buildings,  which  are  equipped 
throughout  with  the  most  highly  improved  machinery 
for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream.  His  associate,  J.  W. 
Collins,  secretary  of  the  company,  is  one  of  the  capable 
business  men  of  the  city,  and  ten  experts  are  employed 
in  manufacturing  an  excellent  and  wholesome  confec- 
tion. The  business  is  conceded  to  be  the  largest  of  its 
kind  west  of  Kansas  City,  and  every  precaution  for 
sanitation  is  observed.  The  credit  for  thn  irrowth  and 
development  of  this  business  lies  with  Mr.  Ayres.  not 
only  because  he  was  able  to  realize  an  opjiortunity  and 
had  the  courage  to  grasp  it,  but  beran.se  he  also  has 
had  the  perseverence,  enterprise  and  inherent  ability  to 
build  it  up  to  extensive  proportions.  The  greater  part  of 
his  attention  is  centered  in  this  business,  but  he  has  also 
interests  in  stock-raising  operations,  for  he  firmly  believes 
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this  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  sections  for  stock  in  the 
country.  Like  all  typical  Westerners,  he  is  fond  of  out- 
door life  and  sports,  and  is  never  happier  than  when  on 
an  expedition  with  rod  or  gun.  His  fraternal  associa- 
tions are  with  the  local  lodges  of  the  "Woodmen  of  the 
World  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  Po- 
litically, he  gives  his  support  to  Democratic  principles 
and  candidates,  but  he  has  had  no  public  aspirations. 
With  his  family,  he  attends  the  Christian  church. 

On  April  25,  1906,  Mr.  Ayres  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Baker,  daughter  of  John  Baker,  of  Amarillo. 
To  this  union  there  has  come  two  interesting  children, 
Ralph  H.,  born  October  22,  1907,  at  Amarillo,  and  Euth, 
born  September  4,  1913,  at  Amarillo,  Texas. 

Eev.  Egbert  E.  Vinson,  D.D.  LL.D.  As  one  of  a 
family  that  has  been  distinguished  by  its  services  in  the 
Presbyterian  ministry,  Eev.  Eobert  E.  Vinson,  D.D., 
LL.D.,  has  especially  gained  prominence  in  the  work  of 
the  church,  not  only  through  his  activities  in  a  minis- 
terial capacity,  but  as  president  of  Austin  Presbyterian 
Theological  Seminary,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  in 
May,  1909,  after  seven  years  of  work  in  the  seminary  as 
an  instructor  in  various  branches. 

Eobert  E.  Vinson  was  born  in  Winnsboro,  Fairfield 
county.  South  Carolina,  on  Xnvrndier  4,  1876,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  Vinson,  a  South  Caidliiui  merchant  and  cot- 
ton buyer,  born  in  that  st;Uc  in  Suuitfr  county,  in  1839. 
Andrew  P.  Vinson,  grandfather  of  the  subject,  was  a 
Virginian  by  birth,  who  moved  to  South  Carolina  when 
a  boy,  and  who  was  a  very  prominent  lawyer  in  the  Ante 
Bellum  days.  He  died  in  1846.  John  Vinson  served  in 
the  Confederate  army  under  General  Beauregard.  He 
enlisted  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  from  Citadel  Acad- 
emy where  he  was  a  student,  and  served  throughout  the 
entire  four  years.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Fort  Sum- 
ter, but  barring  a  few  months  imprisonment,  was  active 
in  the  service  throughout  the  entire  period  of  hostilities. 

The  Vinson  family,  it  should  be  said,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  America  today,  the  first  of  the  name  to  settle 
on  American  soil  having  come  from  France  in  company 
with  General  LaFayette  and  they  rendered  valiant  ser- 
vice during  the  revolutionary  war. 

John  Vinson,  father  of  the  subject,  married  Mary 
Brice,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  her  people  hav- 
ing come  nrigiually  from  the  North  of  Ireland,  settling 
in  the  Piedmont  section  of  South  Carolina.  Two  of  Mrs. 
Vinson's  brothers  fought  under  General  Long-street 
throughout  the  war,  and  two  brothers  of  John  Vinson 
also  gave  service  to  the  South  during  that  unhappy  time. 
Walker  Vinson  was  killed  in  Pickett's  Brigade  at  Gettys- 
burg and  the  other,  A.  P.  Vinson,  still  lives  in  Sumter, 
South  Carolina.  He  served  with  the  rank  of  Major 
during  the  war,  and  is  still  known  by  his  military  title. 
Another  brother,  W.  D..  was  for  twenty  years  a  profes- 
sor of  mathematics  in  Davidson  College,  North  Carolina. 

,To  John  and  Mary  (Brice)  Vinson  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children :  Walter  H.,  a  lawyer  of  St.  Paul,  Min- 
nesota ;  William  A.,  also  a  lawyer,  engaged  in  practice  in 
Houston,  Texas;  John  W.,  missionary  to  China;  T. 
Chalmers,  a  missionary  in  Luebo,  Belgian  Congo,  Africa ; 
Mrs.  W,  J.  Culver,  of  San  Antonio,  Texas;  Mrs.  W.  A. 
McLeod,  of  Austin,  Texas;  Miss  Brice  Vinson,  teaching 
in  the  public  schools  of  San  Antonio;  and  Eev.  Eobert 
E.  of  this  review. 

Eobert  E.  Vinson  came  with  his  father's  family  to 
Sherman,  Texas,  in  1887.  He  had  his  education  in  the 
public  schools,  followed  bv  attendance  at  Austin  College, 
from  which  he  took  his  B.A.  degree  in  1896.  In  1899 
he  had  his  B.D.  degree  from  Union  Theological  Seminary 
of  Virginia,  after  which  he  became  Associate  Pastor  of 
tlie  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Charleston,  West  Vir- 
ginia, continuing  until  1902  in  that  connection.  In  1902 
Eev.  Vinson  took  a  special  course  in  Hebrew  and  Archae- 
ology in  the  Divinity  School  of  Chicago  University,  under 
Dr.  Harper,  and  in  September,  1902,  he  came  to  Austin, 


Texas,  as  professor  of  Old  Testament  languages  and 
Exegesis.  In  1906,  at  his  own  request,  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Chair  of  English  Bible  and  Practical  The- 
ology, which  he  still  holds,  and  in  May,  1909,  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  Seminary,  his  present  office. 

In  1905  Austin  College  conferred  upon  him  the  degree 
of  D.D.,  and  in  1910  the  degree  of  LL.D.  was  conferred 
upon  him  by  Southwestern  Presbyterian  University  of 
Clarksville,  'Tennessee. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  accorded  to  Dr.  Vinson  for 
his  work  along  educational  lines  in  the  state  of  Texas. 
In  1909  he  formulated  the  plan  under  which  the  Pres- 
byterian church  in  Texas  has  since  operated  its  educa- 
tional work,  and  he  has  been  chairmen  of  the  executive 
agency  of  the  Synod  since  1909.  This  commission  has 
under  its  jurisdiction  seven  schools  in  the  state,  and  Dr. 
Vinson  has  been  field  secretary  since  that  time,  raising 
all  the  money  for  the  support  and  equipment  of  the 
schools — a  work  that  has  won  for  him  especial  prominence 
in  the  church  and  out  of  it. 

Dr.  Vinson  was  married  on  January  3,  1901,  to  iliss 
Katherine  Kerr,  of  Sherman,  Texas,  a  daughter  of  John 
S.  Kerr,  a  nurseryman  who  has  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  horticultural  and  agricultural  interests  of 
the  state  of  Texas  for  the  past  quarter  century.  The 
Kerrs  came  originally  from  Scotland,  as  the  family  name 
would  inevitably  indicate,  and  they  made  their  first 
settlement  in  Mississippi.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Vinson  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Collins 
county,  Texas,  and  that  district  is  still  the  recognized 
seat  of  the  family.  Her  maternal  grandfather,  of  the 
family  name  of  ilurray,  was  a  pioneer  Presbyterian 
Missionary  to  the  Trans-Mississippi  country  of  Arkan- 
sas and  Texas,  and  her  maternal  grandmother  was  a 
Eutherford,  also  of  Scotch  descent,  and  a  native  of 
South  Carolina. 

The  children  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Vinson  are  Elizabeth, 
born  December  26,  1901 ;  Helen  Eutherford,  born  July  9, 
1906;  and  Katherine  Kerr,  born  April  5,  1911. 

James  Harvey  Davis.  This  publication  will  contain 
few  more  suggestive  and  interesting  biographies  of  living 
Texans  in  public  life  than  the  following  sketch  of  ' '  Cy- 
clone ' '  Davis.  It  is  an  appreciative  tribute  and  de- 
scription well  justified  by  its  contents,  and  requires  no 
further  editorial  comment. 

In  the  domain  of  polities  the  name  of  James  Harvey 
Davis,  of  Sulphur  Springs,  has  a  renown  far  beyond  the 
limits  of  Texas.  Mr.  Davis  regards  himself  as  a  private 
citizen  and  yet  none  of  the  conspicuous  leaders  in  public 
affairs  better  deserves  the  distinctions  and  honors  which 
have  come  to  his  career.  He  is  a  man  who  has  reached 
his  zenith  of  political  influence,  after  years  of  fighting 
against  special  privilege,  unfair  competition,  political 
bossism  and  trickery,  and  may  properly  take  to  himself 
a  goodly  share  of  the  victories  won  in  the  renovation  of 
politics  during  recent  years.  He  takes  special  personal 
satisfaction  in  the  enthronement  of  a  national  adminis- 
tration pledged  to  the  execution  of  policies  of  govern- 
ment of  which  he  is  and  has  been  for  twenty  years  a 
leading,  active  and  forceful  exponent.  Victory  does  not 
always  come  to  the  brave,  nor  is  the  race  always  to  the 
swift,  but  a  combination  of  the  qualities  of  courage  and 
speed  avail  much  when  enlisted  for  humanity  and  di- 
rected toward  the  destruction  of  political  and  economic 
evils.  "Cyclone"  Davis,  as  he  is  familiarly  known,  is 
a  man  of  rare  qualities  and  services  in  these  modern 
times  of  politics. 

The  remote  ancestors  of  Mr.  Davis  were  Welsh,  and 
the  family  name  was  originally  ' '  Davies, ' '  when  intro- 
duced into  the  colonies  of  the  south.  The  exact  rank 
and  station  of  the  Welsh  progenitor  is  not  a  matter  of 
knowledge,  but  appeared  in  the  Carolinas  as  a  subject 
of  the  English  king  and  lived  to  raise  up  a  small  army 
of  posterity  to  help  beat  back  the  soldiers  of  his  sove- 
reign.    They    fought    under    Francis    Marion    and    with 
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other  squads  and  troops  engaged  in  the  Eevolution,  and 
seven  great-uncles  of  William  B.  Davis,  father  of  James 
H.,  were  all  engaged  in  the  struggle  for  national  inde- 
pendence. 

As  a  family  they  have  been  civilians  by  nature,  soldiers 
only  to  meet  a  public  necessity  and  to  defeat  a  public 
calamity.  The  industry  of  the  farm  and  conformity  to 
the  established  customs  of  the  south  seem  to  have 
afforded  the  regular  -channels  of  their  energies.  As 
planters  of  the  old  school,  they  employed  the  labor  of 
the  bondmen,  and  when  their  title  to  this  property  was 
threatened  they  met  the  emergency  with  an  oifer  of  their 
lives.  Strong  convictions  were  a  feature  of  every  char- 
acter, and  "love  their  neighbor"  as  themselves  was  a 
ruling  principle  of  every  nature. 

Col.  Harvey  Davis,  grandfather  of  James  Harvey 
Davis,  was  born  after  the  Eevolution  and  passed  his  life 
in  South  Carolina,  his  home  being  in  the  Piciiens  District. 
He  manifested  strong  characteristics  as  a  citizen,  was 
an  enthusiastic  follower  of  Andrew  Jackson,  and  his 
posterity  have  brought  up  their  sons  in  the  same  polit- 
ical faith.  He  married  a  Miss  Barton,  a  daughter  of 
one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  the  Palmetto  state,  and 
six  sons  and  two  daughters  were  born  of  their  union. 
Young  Davis,  his  oldest  son,  was  a  Confederate  colonel 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Georgia  State  Senate  many 
years. 

William  B.,  founder  of  the  Texas  branch  of  this 
family,  was  born  early  in  the  century  in  Pickens  District 
of  South  Carolina,  and  was  married  there  during  the 
forties.  He  reached  Texas  in  1S57,  after  the  manner  of 
the  early  settlers  of  that  time.  He  was  uneducated  as 
the  manner  of  education  is  today,  but  had  learned  the 
essentials  and  was  fond  of  reading.  He  possessed  no 
ability  as  a  speaker  and  evinced  no  ambition  for  a 
political  office.  He  asserted  an  .independence  that  is 
strongly  reflected  in  his  descendants,  and  though  not  a 
Christian  in  the  accepted  sense  of  the  word,  was  a  veri- 
table "blue  stocking"  in  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath 
day.  He  held  slaves  and  was  a  planter  when  the  war 
caijie  on.  He  used  his  influence  for  the  success  of  the 
Confederacy,  and  saw  his  sons  offer  themselves  as  a 
sacrifice  in  the  army  of  the  gray.  Although  old  and 
feeling  the  weight  of  years,  he  did  some  service  upon 
the  ' '  old  men  's  call ' '  toward  the  end  of  the  war.  He 
died  at  Winnsboro,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  while  the 
mother  of  James  H.  died  in  1859. 

William  D.  Davis  married  Miss  Salina  Moore,  a 
daughter  of  James  S.  Moore,  who  owned  a  water-mill 
near  Kaleigh,  North  Carolina,  where  Mrs.  Davis  was 
born.  Their  children  were  David  B.,  who  died  in  the 
hospital  as  a  Confederate  soldier;  Commodore  Decatur, 
who  at  the  time  of  his  death  at  Anson,  Texas,  was  dis- 
trict attorney;  James  Harvey;  Warren  L.,  of  Abilene, 
Kansas;  E.  Sampson,  of  Sonora,  California;  Dr.  Jeff 
D.,  of  Eoby,  Texas;  John  and  Jarrett,  who  both  were 
cruelly  slain  when  young  men  engaged  in  the  cattle  busi- 
ness in  New  Mexico;  and  Mrs.  Eitta  McGee,  of  Anson, 
Texas. 

James  H.  Davis,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Pickens  District,  South  Carolina,  December  24,  1853. 
His  memory  of  events  did  not  begin  until  his  parents 
reached  Texas  and  settled  near  Winnsboro.  This  period 
of  the  war  furnished  a  serious  obstacle  toward  the 
acquirement  of  an  education,  since  at  that  time  he  was 
giving  his  youthful  strength  toward  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  his  mother  and  younger  children.  His 
part  in  bread-winning  and  the  situation  during  and  fol- 
lowing the  war  called  for  more  serious  w;ork  than  attend- 
ing school.  In  spite  of  these  handicaps,'  he  applied  him- 
self with  such  vigor  to  study  and  the  knowledge  of  books 
that  he  was  in  time  qualified  as  a  teacher  himself.  His 
work  as  school-master  was  as  educative  to  himself  as  to 
his  scholars,  since  he  found  it  necessary  to  train  himself 
thoroughly  in  advance  of  his  pupils  over  all  the  ground 
covered  by  them.     When  finally  relieved  of  the  burdens 


of  home,  he  gave  his  energies  full  play  in  making  up 
for  lost  time  and  eventually  had  mastered  the  common 
branches,  had  prospected  some  in  the  field  of  general 
literature,  and  also  possessed  himself  of  the  basic  prin- 
ciples of  the  law.  The  tallow  candle  and  pine  knots  had 
served  him  while  a  student,  until  the  invention  of  the 
oil  lamp,  and  it  is  said  he  purchased  the  first  glass  lamp 
for  the  use  of  kerosene  that  came  to  Winnsboro. 

He  found  himself  ready  for  examination  for  the  bar 
in  1879,  and  took  his  examinations  before  Judge  B.  T. 
Estes  at  Mount  Vernon.  Among  the  local  talent  who 
composed  the  committee  of  examiners,  were  the  chair- 
man, Judge  Baldwin,  now  one  of  the  leading  lawyers 
of  Bock  Port,  Texas;  Judge  W.  P.  McLean,  of  Fort 
Worth,  one  of  the  first  railroad  commissioners  of  Texas; 
and  Hon.  S.  O.  Moody,  now  of  Colorado.  Mr.  Davis  was 
already  serving  as  county  judge  of  Franklin  county  when 
admitted  to  practice  law.  After  his  admission  he  won 
a  unique  victory  in  the  vfiy  first  ci.sc'  with  which  he 
was  connected  as  counsel.  'I'liis  ,  :im^  »ns  tried  before 
a  justice  and  Mr.  Davis  «a-  ,|,f,iii|iii-  a  man  charged 
with  drunkenness.  He  set  up  the  claim  in  behalf  of  his 
client  that  the  defendant  owed  the  state  nothing,  and 
that  there  was  no  proof  of  "intent"  to  commit  crime. 
He  owed  the  state  nothing  because  the  state  had  col- 
lected its  dues  for  the  license  which  permitted  the  saloon- 
keeper to  sell  the  liquor  and  make  the  defendant  drunk 
and  that  fact,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  the  fellow  did 
not  intend  to  get  drunk  when  he  took  the  drinks,  ought 
to  clear  his  client  of  the  charge  and,  to  the  astonishment 
of  the  defense  itself,  it  did. 

Mr.  Davis  practiced  law  regularly  until  1904,  although 
the  law  had  apparently  always  been  more  of  a  secondary 
matter  with  him.  Nature  endowed  him  with  strong 
powers  of  .speech,  and  his  ability  in  debate  and  argu- 
ment and  in  forceful,  logical  presentation  of  facts,  and 
native  rugged  eloquence,  has  found  expression  through 
the  press  and  also  in  public  debate.  To  bring  his  ideas 
and  utterances  directly  before  the  people  he  bought  a 
newspaper  at  Mt.  Vernon,  the  Franklin  Herald,  a  Demo- 
cratic paper,  and  while  he  affiliated  with  the  old  party 
he  was  the  mouthpiece  of  that  organ.  In  early  life  he 
joined  his  brother  in  making  a  study  of  the  politics  of 
the  country  through  the  leading  dailies  of  the  United 
States.  They  read  the  New  York  World,  Brick  Pome- 
roy's  Democrat,  and  several  other  metropolitan  newspa- 
pers of  both  political  parties,  and  for  several  years  his 
own  political  convictions  were  shaped  and  ripened  by 
the  assimilation  of  the  editorials  of  able  students  of 
government.  Between  his  ownership  of  the  TTcrald  and 
the  7  indicator  at  Sulphur  Springs,  Mr.  Davis  become  a 
Populist,  and  he  closed  his  fourteen  years  of  newspaper 
work  there  as  the  editor  of  the  latter  paper.  He  also 
spent  a  year  in  Greenville,  as  the  editor  of  the  Greenville 
Herald,  and  soon  afterwards  came  to  Sulphur  Springs  to 
practice  law  and  carry  on  his  politi,-.-il   piniin^iaiida. 

His  interest  in  the"Farmers'  Alli.mr,.  M,,\viiient  and 
his  sympathy  with  it  were  niadr  |.ia.f  irallv  useful 
through  his  services  as  a  political  l.-j.lrv  and  debater 
in    explanation    and    dclVnso     ,,i'     il^     (coiiniiii,     y.olicies 

Following    the    Oeala     minniti f    tlir.     Alliance,    the 

National  Grange,  IIm'  XaiiiDial  r:iiiiiris'  \lliaiice'  the 
Knights  of  Labor,  .-nnl  tli.^  F.Mcratiun  of  Labor  issued 
a  call  for  the  presence  of  all  who  believed  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  government  as  announced  in  the  Ocala  demands 
of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  to  meet  with  them  in  Cincin- 
nati. Mr.  Davis  was  one  of  the  five  lawvers  in  the 
United  States  to  respond  to  that  invitation.  Ignatius 
Donnelly  of  Minneapolis  and  Mr.  Davis  were  'of  the 
party,  and  became  a  member  of  the  committee  on  plat- 
forms. Meeting  with  different  bodies  organized  with 
grip  and  password,  but  with  a  common  purpose,  was 
a  new  situation  for  lawyers,  apostles  of  the  law  and 
against  the  practice  of  clandestine  gatherings  for  polit- 
ical purposes,  but  they  put  themselves  in  harmony  with 
the    situation   by   organizing   themselves    into    a   similar 
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body,  adopting  a  sort  of  schedule  of  "demands,"  made 
the  ' '  hand  strike ' '  their  grip,  and  added  the  sixteenth 
beatitude,  "Blessed  is  he  that  expects  nothing  for  he 
shall  not  be  disappointed."  They  agreed  to  defend  the 
platform  made  at  that  conference,  and  pledged  each 
other  to  come  to  the  relief  of  either  who  chanced  to 
come  into  conflict  with  the  law  while  carrying  on  their 
campaign. 

The  platform  prepared  by  that  conference  formulated 
the  doctrines  most  prominent  in  the  platforms  of  the 
Democratic  and  Progressive  National  parties  today,  and 
they  included  some  principles  as  physical  -raluation  of 
railroads,  popular  election  of  United  States  senators, 
initiative,  referendum  and  recall,  graduated  income  tax, 
a  stock  and  bond  law,  and  other  planks,  now  thought 
to  be  progressive  but  not  radical.  With  the  formation 
of  the  Populist  party,  Mr.  Davis  spent  five  years  in  its 
organization,  covering  the  United  States  from  Pennsyl- 
vania west  and  from  Baltimore  south,  speaking  in  nearly 
every  county  seat  in  the  whole  territory.  During  the 
life  of  that  political  party  he  was  a  factor  in  all  its 
councils  and  conventions,  and  infused  confidence  and 
courage  into  his  associates  by  the  clearness  of  his  con- 
ception of  government  and  the  sincerity  with  which  he 
advocated  its  cause.  He  was  one  of  the  populist  com- 
mittee of  six  along  with  such  men  as  Thomas  Patterson, 
of  Colorado;  Ignatius  Donnelly,  of  Minnesota;  Harry 
Tracy,  of  Texas;  Herman  Taubeneck,  of  Illinois;  Colonel 
Harvey,  of  Florida;  and  Col.  John  G.  Eankin,  of  Indi- 
ana, treasurer  of  the  party.  It  was  Senator  Tom  Pat- 
terson who  wrote  the  first  plank  into  a  national  platform 
demanding  the  free  coinage  of  silver  at  the  ratio  of 
sixteen  to  one.  Mr.  Davis  opposed  the  methods  of  stat- 
ing the  ratio  because  it  necessitated  an  explanation  to 
the  average  voter  and  proposed  instead  that  the  language 
be  changed  to  read  "Free  and  unlimited  coinage  as  per 
the  Coinage  Act  of  1873,  and  expressed  in  the  credit- 
strengthening  act  (25  8-10  grains  of  gold  to  412  1-2 
grains  of  silver),"  which  is  the  ratio  of  sixteen  to  one. 
His  suggestion  was  voted  down,  and  his  prophecy  as  to 
the  effect  of  the  "Sixteen  to  One"  declaration  in  the 
campaign  came  true. 

In  1896  the  Democrats  made  a  bid  for  popular  support 
of  their  ticket  by  oft'ering  to  take  Mr.  Sewell's  name 
from  their  ticket  and  substitute  James  H.  Davis  for 
vice-president  as  a  running  mate  for  Mr.  Bryan.  Hav- 
ing determined  to  accept  no  honors  for  himself,  but  to 
devote  his  energies  to  the  welfare  of  popular  principles, 
he  declined  the  offer  and  advised  his  Populist  friends 
not  to  indorse  Bryan  as  they  afterwards  did,  but  to 
nominate  a  presidential  candidate  along  with  Watson, 
and  make  a  combination  with  the  Democrats  in  the  divi- 
sion of  electors.  This  program  he  contended  would  save 
two  hundred  thousand  votes  in  doubtful  states,  which 
would  give  the  fusionists  control  of  the  electoral  college 
and  result  in  the  choice  of  Mr.  Bryan  for  the  presidency. 
The  result  of  the  election  of  that  year  shows  that  if  his 
advice  had  been  followed,  Mr.  Bryan  instead  of  Mr. 
McKinley  would  have  been  the  successor  of  Grover  Cleve- 
land in  the  White  House. 

In  1900  an  effort  was  made  by  the  Democrats  to  unite 
the  forces  opposed  to  the  Republican  party,  and  Mr. 
Davis  was  requested  to  take  charge  of  the  unionizing  of 
the  Populists  and  silver  Eepublican  party  with  the  Dem- 
ocrats in  support  of  Mr.  Bryan.  Being  wedded  to  the 
principle  of  the  initiative,  referendum  and  recall,  Mr. 
Davis  demanded  that  these  be  made  a  part  of  the  Na- 
tional platform  of  the  Kansas  City  Democratic  Conven- 
tion in  consideration  of  his  service  in  unionizing  the 
elements  above  named.  The  Democratic  leaders  con- 
sented to  this  program,  and  Mr.  Davis  spent  the  months 
of  that  campaign  in  a  task  that  proved  hopeless  of 
accomplishment. 

At  his  home  in  Texas  Mr.  Davis'  influence  was  as 
paramount  as  in  the  national  convention  of  his  party. 
In    1892    he    was    nominated    without    his    approval    as 


attorney  general  on  the  ticket  with  Mr.  Nugent  for  gov- 
ernor. He  and  Mr.  Nugent  were  the  only  lawyers  on 
the  ticket,  the  others  being  farmers,  and  both  polled 
about  one  hundred  and  eight  thousand  votes,  som,e  ten 
thousand  more  votes  than  the  farmers  polled.  He  was 
nominated  for  Congress  against  David  B.  Culberson,  then 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  South,  and  carried  all  but 
three  counties  of  the  district.  Mr.  Culberson  lost  his 
own  county  of  Marion  by  several  hundred  votes.  Many 
gross  irregularities  and  dishonesties  were  perpetrated  by 
his  old  political  enemies,  which  resulted  in  his  being 
declared  defeated  for  the  office. 

Mr.  Davis'  aim  has  been  to  bring  back  Democracy  to 
its  former  home  and  not  to  win  office  for  himself.  He 
prefers  to  fight  as  a  private,  not  as  a  candidate,  although 
in  Texas  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  declare  himself  for 
high  office  in  order  that  he  might  meet  in  discussion 
those  candidates  who  opposed  the  platform  demands  of 
initiative,  referendum  and  recall  and  other  fundamental 
principles  which  must  be  a  feature  of  the  Democratic 
declaration  from  his  standpoint. 

In  his  sphere  as  a  campaigner,  Mr.  Davis  has  dis- 
cussed in  joint  debate  the  income  tax,  railroad  commis- 
sion, sixteen  to  one,  and  the  other  Populist  demands, 
with  the  brains  of  the  United  States,  and  students  of 
politics  and  economy  understand  how  important  has  been 
his  influence  in  the  moulding  of  public  opinion  around 
these  principles.  It  was  in  one  of  these  discussions  that 
he  earned  the  name  of  ' '  Cyclone. ' '  The  event  occurred 
early  in  his  career  as  a  public  debater,  and  his  efforts 
at  that  meeting  made  him  both  a  name  and  fame.  He 
was  pitted  against  General  Watt-Hardin,  of  Kentucky, 
a  regular  Democrat,  a  famous  word-painter,  and  a  polit- 
ical debater  of  renown.  Senator  Peffer,  of  Kansas,  was 
also  one  of  the  Populist  advocates  at  the  meeting,  but 
when  Mr.  Hardin  got  through  with  the  modest  but 
honest  senator  the  latter  was  so  completely  unhorsed 
that  his  effort  only  the  more  discouraged  his  followers. 
Not  so  with  Mr.  Davis.  He  was  master  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  knew  the  history  of  its  making, 
was  perfectly  familiar  with  the  ' '  Madison  papers, ' '  the 
life  and  history  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  other  docu- 
ments bearing  on  the  work  of  the  constitutional  con- 
vention, and  he  had  these  books  all  with  htm.  After 
answering  Mr.  Hardin  by  showing  the  fallacy  of  his 
argument,  the  inaccuracies  of  his  statements  and  so  on, 
by  quoting  from  his  authorities,  Mr.  Davis  beat  down 
oil  him  with  withering  sarcasm,  then  soared  above  him 
with  inspiring  eloquence.  Before  he  had  finished,  Ken- 
tucky's favored  "orator  and  intellectual  giant"  looked 
the  wreck  he  was.  The  long,  gaunt  and  awkward  coun- 
tryman from  Texas,  bedecked  in  a  linen  duster  and  with 
alligator  boots,  had  torn  his  speech  to  shreds,  set  his 
friends  to  cheering  the  Texan,  and  put  the  Populist  part 
of  the  audience  into  a  frenzy  of  partisan  outburst.  Sam 
Carey,  a  son  of  General  Carey,  was  the  reporter  for  the 
Associated  Press  on  the  occasion,  and  in  his  article  he 
referred  in  strong  terms  to  the  wonderful  effect  of  Mr. 
Davis  and  called  him  a  ' '  Cyclone ' '  in  forensic  debate. 

December  25,  1878,  Mr.  Davis  was  married  in  Busk 
county,  Texas,  to  Miss  Belle  Barton,  a  daughter  of  Col. 
J.  M.'  Barton,  who  was  the  first  sheriff  of  that  county. 
The  Bartons  were  from  South  Carolina,  and  their  an- 
cestors were  of  the  same  Bartons  into  which  family 
Mr.  Davis'  grandfather  had  married.  The  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  are:  Arlon  B.,  Valton  G.  and  Lan- 
don  Y.,  who  lives  in  Texas,  and  Leroy,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, California.  Mr.  Davis  believes  in  the  religion  of 
humanity,  in  the  fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brotherhood 
of  man. "  He  is  liberal  in  thought  and  has  brought  up  his 
family  in  the  Christian  church. 

Eev.  Bernt  Howe.  Eev.  Bernt  Howe  came  to  Austin, 
Texas,  in  response  to  a  call  from  the  Swedish  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  this  city  in  1908,  and  he  is  still 
serving  the  church  acceptably  and  faithfully.     He  came 
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here  after  a  pastorate  of  fourteen  years  in  various 
cluirehes  in  the  middle  west,  and  brought  to  his  duties 
here  an  experience  that  fitted  him  most  admirably  for  the 
work  of  his  pastorate. 

Born  in  Odalen,  Norway,  on  October  6,  1868,  Eev. 
Howe  is  a  son  of  Kjostel  Haugen,  a  farmer  of  that 
country.  He  had  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Norway,  and  came  to  Eacine,  Wisconsin,  from  his  native 
land,  in  the  year  1887,  when  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  on  these  shores  the  young  man 
changed  his  name  to  Howe,  and  has  since  borne  that 
borrowed  patronymic.  Four  years  after  his  settlement  in 
America,  he  entered  the  Swedish  Methodist  Theological 
Seniinary  in  Evanston,  Illinois,  and  in  1894  he  was  gradu- 
ated" from  that  institution,  an  ordained  minister.  He  took 
up  his  active  work  in  the  ministry  as  pastor  of  the  Swe- 
dish Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Tacoma,  Washington, 
remaining  there  for  two  years,  after  which  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  La 
Conner,  Washington,  where  he  remained  for  two  years. 
His  next  pastorate  was  at  Norway,  Michigan,  and  he  held 
the  pastorate  of  the  Swedish  Methodist  church  of  that 
thriving  mining  town  for  three  years.  His  next  service 
was  performed  as  pastor  of  the  First  Swedish  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  where  for 
six  years  he  rendered  faithful  service  to  his  church,  and 
then  responded  to  a  call  in  190S  to  Austin,  Texas,  where 
he  is  still  pastor. 

Rev.  Howe  has  had  a  busy  career  in  the  ministry  of 
his  church,  and  his  activities  have  taken  him  into  the  dif- 
ficult fields  of  the  church,  as  well  as  into  those  where 
prosperity  and  well  being  was  the  keynote  of  the  parish. 
In  every  pastorate  he  has  acquitted  himself  admirably, 
leaving  a  regretful  church  whenever  he  has  responded  to 
a  call  to  other  fields,  and  his  work  in  Austin  has  been  no 
exception  to  the  rule  that  has  characterized  his  ministe- 
rial services  throughout  his  entire  active  career  thus  far. 
In  addition  to  his  regular  church  work,  Eev.  Howe  is  a 
member  of  the  directorate  of  the  Texas  Wesleyan  Col- 
lege of  Austin,  organized  under  Scandinavian  auspices, 
and  one  of  the  most  successful  schools  in  the  state,  con- 
cerning which  further  mention  will  be  found  elsewhere 
in  this  work. 

In  September,  1898,  Eev.  Howe  was  married  to  Miss 
Nanie  Hedberg,  of  Tacoma,  Washington.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  P.  S.  Hedberg,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  but  who 
has  been  an  American  citizen  for  a  good  many  years. 
Eev.  and  Mrs.  Howe  have  three  children — Serena,  Be- 
atrice and  Eulalia.  Eev.  Howe  has  two  brothers  and  a 
sister,  all  of  whom  are  residents  of  the  state  of  Wiscon- 
sin, and  are  there  identified  with  the  agricultural  activities 
of  the  state. 

Dr.  Hans  Harth.\x.  In  the  labors  to  which  men  de- 
vote their  activities,  not  the  least  in  importance  or  the 
most  insignificant  in  their  iiiipn'ss  ujidh  cliaiactcr  and 
destiny  are  those  which  minister  tn  ..nr  .icsthrtie  tastes. 
There  are  many  diversities  nf  ,iit,  \wh-  \  .inatHiiis  in  the 
display  of  artistic  gifts.  Tho  piiintrr  troiisfcr.s  liis  fancy 
to  canvas,  the  player  holds  the  mirror  up  to  nature,  the 
sculptor  carves  his  inspiration  in  living  lines  in  bronze 
and  marble,  and  the  poet  has  the  rare  faculty  of  couch- 
ing his  thoughts  in  rythmic  measure.  And,  standing  pre- 
eminent among  these,  the  nuisician  reproduces  in  glori- 
ous melody  the  emotions  which  make  our  lives  sad  or 
joyous,  despondent  or  hopeful.  Who  shall  question,  then, 
the  right  of  the  musician  to  a  place  in  the  temple  of 
fame  and  to  rank  among  the  benefactors  of  mankind? 
Such  thoughts  arise  while  contemplating  the  career  of 
one  whose  life  has  been  spent  in  constant  effort,  not 
merely  to  amuse  the  public,  but  also  to  cultivate  the  popu- 
lar taste  for  the  higher  forms  of  musical  art. 

Dr.  Hans  Harthan  is  a  native  of  Bavaria,  where  he 
was  born  in  1855.  He  studied  at  the  University  of 
Munich,  where  he  came  in  close  relation  with  Lachner, 
Eheinberger,  and  von  Buelow,  and  upon  their  recommen- 
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dation  he  was  appointed  conductor  of  orchestra  and 
chorus  in  Magdeburg.  Eubinstein  made  his  acquaintance, 
while  in  Berlin,  and  this  meeting  resulted  in  Doctor 
Harthan 's  nomination  for  leader  of  the  Philharmonic 
Orchestra  in  Odessa.  In  St.  Petersburg  he  met  his  great 
countryman,  Adolph  Hensel,  who  made  him  accept  the 
position  of  musical  director  at  the  University  in  Derpat 
in  1885.  In  1893  he  resigned  his  position  on  account  of 
the  Russianizing  of  that  famous  university,  and  after  a 
two-years '  stay  at  Dresden,  where  he  conducted  the  Bach 
Society  and  the  Dresden  School  Teacher  Singing  Society, 
he  was  engaged  by  the  Chilean  Government  as  the  di- 
rector of  the  Conservatorio  National  de  Musica,  in  San- 
tiago, with  a  five-year  contract.  Doctor  Harthan  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1902  as  judge  of  a  singing  con- 
test at  the  Musical  Festival,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  spent 
one  year  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  as  director  of  the 
German  Singing  Society,  and  three  years  as  director  of 
music  at  McGill  University,  Montreal,  Canada,  and  then 
again  became  judge  of  the  Singing  Festival,  held  at  New- 
ark, New  Jersey,  in  1906.  In  1907  he  came  to  Belton, 
Texas,  as  director  of  the  musical  department  of  Baylor 
College.  Looking  for  a  broader  field  of  activity,  he  came 
to  Austin,  Texas,  in  1909,  and  here  he  still  lives,  at  this 
time  holding  the  positions  of  organist  and  choir  leader 
of  St.  Mary's  Eoman  Catholic  Church,  and  professor  of 
music  at  Texas  Wesleyan  College.  He  has  concertized  for 
many  years  on  piano  and  organ  and  has  been  the  leader 
of  orchestras  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  In 
addition  to  having  composed  over  1,500  selections,  he 
edits  music  for  a  number  of  large  publishing  houses.  It 
little  becomes  the  layman  to  attempt  an  enumeration  of 
the  accomplishments  of  one  who  has  so  indelibly  im- 
pressed his  ability  and  genius  upon  the  music-loving  pub- 
lic. That  were  a  task  better  fitted  to  the  pens  of  those 
whose  understanding  of  the  art  has  been  gained  through 
years  of  study  and  training,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that 
the  following  extracts  are  quoted  from  the  musical 
columns  of  some  of  the  country's  foremost  journals,  as 
well  as  those  of  other  lands: 

' '  Through  Raff 's  Concerto  for  piano  and  orchestra  we 
learned  to  know  Doctor  Harthan  as  a  very  cultured,  edu- 
cated and  refined  pianist,  who  also  in  the  following  solos 
showed  himself  to  be  a  spirited  interpreter. ' ' — Tageblatt 
(Leipzig).  "It  must  be  said  straightaway,  that  Doctor 
Harthan,  who  made  his  first  appearance  on  this  occasion, 
passed  the  ordeal  triumphantly,  and  proved  himself  a 
fine  and  very  able  cultured  and  sensitive  musician. — 
lhiiis:-ln-  ll'nrJit  (Dresden).  "What  immediately  won 
tlir  ]iiilili.-  ill  Hoetor  Harthan's  piano  playing  was  his 
liiyli  iiiirllii^i'iue  and  refined  musical  taste.  At  the  same 
time  lie  is  a  great  master  of  technic,  as  witness  his  won- 
derful performance  of  Rubinstein 's  Etude. ' ' — Posen  ZeiP 
inig  (Posen).  "Doctor  Harthan  pleased  me  extremely, 
not  only  in  the  sonata  by  Gade,  but  also  in  his  other 
selections.  He  is  an  excellent  pianist  with  an  extraordi- 
narily fine  technic,  elegant  touch  and  keen  observation, 
which  give  him  the  power  to  play  every  composition  in 
the  peculiar  style  of  the  composer.  He  proved  himself 
a  master  and  delighted  all  his  hearers." — Franl-ischer 
Kuri  (Nurnberg).  "In  his  second  concert  Doctor  Har- 
than, director  of  the  National  Conservatory,  played  a 
wonderfully  brilliant  concerto  for  piano  with  orchestra 
by  J.  S.  Bach.  We  have  never  heard  Bach  played  in 
such  a  glorious,  harmonic  manner,  and  we  never  dreamed 
that  the  music  of  this  Titanic  composer  could  raise  the 
mighty  enthusiasm  whiili  ^^,.  miti.-i',!  last  evening  in  the 
crowded  assemlily. — FrrmninJ  i  Santiaito  de  ChOe). 
The  followiuff  nntirrs  ram,.  ti,,in  \\u-  Montreal  papers. 
Herald:  ■'Montreal  liii.ls  :i  -ivat  jiiaiiist.  Dr.  Har- 
than's recital  proves  him  an  authority  of  international 
rank.  Montrealers  have  often  paid  two  dollars  a  seat  to 
hear  important  pianists;  none  of  them  had  Doctor  Har- 
than 's  excellencies.  True,  they  excelled  him  in  manner- 
isms and  in  the  copiousness  of  their  press  agency — two 
factors  which  Doctor  Harthan  seemingly  scorns.     He  is 
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a  Teuton  in  playing  as  in  appearance  and  as  in  nation- 
ality. Doctor  Harthan  is  a  master  of  tempo  rubato 
■when  he  likes,  as  witness  the  exquisite  eifectiveness  of 
tlie  momentary  suspense  upon  the  upper  note  of  each 
phi-ase  in  the  Chopin  prelude,  played  by  way  of  pre- 
liminary to  an  encore.  It  was  Beethoven,  however,  in 
which  he  showed  his  power.  His  reading  of  the  Kreutzer 
Sonata  was  massive,  authoritative  and  above  all  intensely 
clear,  and  his  tonal  quality  exquisitely  beautiful  at  all 
times."  DaMy  Star:  "Doctor  Harthan  came  to  Mon- 
treal with  a  European  reputation,  and  his  recital  was 
looked  forward  to  with  much  interest.  While  not  being 
in  the  least  sensational  or  extravagant,  and  while  he 
seemed  to  let  his  head,  govern  his  emotions,  his  interpre- 
tations are  always  meritorious  and  interesting.  One  of  the 
most  enjoyable  features  of  Doctor  Harthan 's  playing  is 
a  sympathetic  touch  noticeable  in  pianissimo  passages. 
His  technique  is  admirable  for  all  requirements,  and 
accuracy  is  one  of  his  strongest  points."  Daily  Witness: 
"Dr.  Hans  Harthan  gave  his  first  public  piano  recital 
in  the  Royal  Victoria  College  last  evening.  Seldom  in 
Montreal  have  music  critics  been  so  charmed  with  the 
art.  Accuracy  of  technique  and  sympathy  of  rendition 
made  it  brilliant  throughout."  Herald:  "Doctor  Har- 
than is  perhaps  the  most  finished  pianist  in  Canada. 
Certainly  we  know  of  no  one  who  could  approach  the 
liquidness  of  his  finger-passage  in  the  Mendelssohn  Spin- 
ning Song,  or  the  intellectual  clarity  of  his  playing  of 
the  old  polyphonic  music. 

The  Mail  and  Empire,  of  Toronto,  commented  as  fol- 
lows :  ' '  There  was  a  personality  about  his  work  that 
made  it  unique.  He  has  a  touch  of  wonderful  firmness 
and  tender  delicacy,  and  is  completely  free  from  the  dis- 
tracting mannerisms  of  the  average  piano  soloist.  Seem- 
ingly, he  plays  abstractedly,  forgetting  himself,  and  de- 
voting every  thought  to  the  music.  In  a  Chopin  prelude 
he  did  his  best  work,  bringing  out  the  resonant,  swaying 
rythm  with  a  peculiar  force  and  beauty.  Liszt's  Ehap- 
sodie  No.  8  was  given  after  the  Chopin,  and  served  as  a 
contrast,  in  which  his  delicacy  and  clear-cut  technique 
were  predominant.  Doctor  Harthan  also  gave  Beeth- 
oven's Allegro,  op.  31,  No.  2.  The  rapidity  of  the 
changes  in  expression,  and  the  individuality  of  interpre- 
tation shown  in  this  numlier,  stamjied  Doi-tor  Harthan 
as  a  Master."  The  New  York  M,isinil  Cmirier  said: 
"Doctor  Harthan  has  liccii  en.ioyiii::  :i  rmnnl  of  formal 
receptions  in  New  York  and  I'hil.-Mlflphia  siiue  his  ar- 
rival. He  is  one  of  the  best  choral  leaders  now  in  the 
country.  And  again :  ' '  Doctor  Harthan  is  one  of  the 
finest  of  European  pianists  and  a  composer  of  high  repu- 
tation for  voice  and  instrument."  He  was  received  en- 
thusiastically in  ]'iiilii.l('l|ilna,  as  witness  the  extract  from 
the  North  Amcri,,<iii  ni  tli.-il  rity:  "Doctor  Harthan  is 
a  pianist  and  iiMiipii-ii  oi  hi^h  rank  and  world-wide 
recognition."  Tlir  ILimslitH  f'hronicle  expressed  its  ap- 
preciation of  his  genius  in  the  following  manner:  "Doc- 
tor Harthan 's  accompaniments  were  perfect  gems.  He 
accompanied  the  songs  in  their  every  feature  with  ar- 
tistic effect,  and  many  expressions  of  pleasure  were  given 
by  the  large  number  of  listeners  present.  Both  artists 
were  repeatedly  called  out. ' '  At  Dallas  he  was  no  less 
enthusiastically  received  and  appreciated,  as  is  chron- 
icled by  the  Morning  News:  "Dr.  Hans  Harthan,  with 
an  unstudied  simplicity,  offered  several  piano  numbers 
and  won  immediate  appreciation.  With  that  charming 
unaffeetedness,  characteristic  of  the  German  scholar,  for 
which  Doctor  Harthan  stands,  aside  from  his  musical 
worth,  he  played  on,  unmindful  of  his  audience.  His  is 
the  sort  of  liquid  tone  music  that  is  unhampered  with 
superfluous  technique  that  so  often  mars.  He  played 
and  the  people  loved  the  real  music  of  the  liquid  touch. 
He  is  a  real  lover  of  Bach,  and  the  influence  of  that 
master  is  felt  keenly  in  the  sustained  work  of  the  voices 
that  sing  throughout  his  own  selections.  It  is  not  to 
intimate  that  technique  or  power  was  wanting — such  was 
not  so — but  emphasis  should  be  put   on  the  charm   of 


quietude  in  the  man  and  his  work.  The  Liszt  Hungarian 
Hhapsodie  awakened  all  the  talent,  power  and  brilliancy 
of  hand  work,  and  the  tonal  elision  that  constituted  the 
value  of  his  other  numbers  was  for  a  time  forgotten. ' ' 
In  1883  Doctor  Harthan  was  married  to  Miss  Anna 
Fell,  of  Mainz,  Germany,  who  at  that  time  was  his  piano 
pupU.  She  is  his  faithful  and  able  co-worker  in  his 
musical  labors.  Mrs.  Harthan  was  a  voice  teacher  in 
the  conservatory  of  Chile,  South  America,  and  also 
taught  in  Baylor  College  for  a  year.  Their  daughter, 
Elsie  Harthan  Arendt,  is  one  of  the  best  singers  in 
America,  residing  in  Chicago  and  coming  to  Austin  every 
winter  tor  a  few  months,  where  she  won  much  admira- 
tion, both  as  a  singer  and  teacher  of  a  large  class.  She 
was  born  in  Odessa,  Russia.  Hans,  the  elder  son,  was 
born  in  Durbat,  Russia,  and  is  now  a  successful  architect 
in  California,  while  the  younger  son,  Eric,  born  in  ChUe, 
is  now  a  student  in  the  Austin  public  schools,  being  thir- 
teen years  of  age.  Doctor  Harthan  is  a  member  of  the 
German  Lutheran  church.  His  pleasant  home  is  situated 
at  No.  1208  West  Sixth  street. 

Rev.  H.  Johannes  Eombekg.  The  life  of  Rev.  H. 
Johannes  Romberg  has  been  one  devoted  to  the  ministry 
of  the  German  Evangelical  church  in  various  places  since 
he  came  to  America  from  his  native  land  in  1890.  His 
work  has  been  of  an  especially  worthy  order,  entering 
largely  into  education  service,  and  his  ministry  thus  far 
has  yielded  rich  returns  in  the  young  lives  that  have 
come  into  daily  contact  with  him,  as  a  result  of  his 
precept  and  practice. 

Born  at  Berlin,  Meeklenburg-Schwerin,  Germany,  on 
March  20,  1856,  H.  Johaimes  Romberg  is  a  son  of  Her- 
mann and  Therese  (Fischer)  Romberg,  the  father  a 
Lutheran  minister  all  his  life.  To  one  interested  in 
names  and  their  derivations,  it  will  be  of  interest  to 
know  that  the  name  Romberg  means  Rome  Mountain, 
that  being  the  name  of  a  mountain  peak  in  the  Tyrols 
on  which  was  situated  a  castle  inhabited  by  the  family 
from  which  the  Rombergs  spring.  The  family  is  an  old 
and  honorable  one  in  its  native  land,  and  Rev.  Romberg 
does  honor  to  the  family  name  in  the  nature  and  purpose 
of  his  work  in  his  adopted  country. 

Rev.  Romberg  had  his  education  in  Germany,  and  it 
was  of  a  particularly  thorough  order,  indeed.  When  he 
had  finished  the  Gymnasium  course,  comparing  favorably 
with  our  best  high  school  training,  he  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  Leipsic,  from  which  he  went  as  a  student  later 
to  the  University  of  Tubingen  and  still  later  to  the 
University  of  Rostock,  finishing  the  latter  in  its  theo- 
logical department.  In  1890  he  came  to  America,  here 
entering  into  active  service  in  the  ministry  for  which  his 
long  years  of  study  had  carefully  prepared  him,  and  he 
has  since  that  time  filled  pastorates  in  the  following 
places,  in  the  service  of  the  German  Evangelical  Lu- 
theran church:  Earlville,  Iowa,  1890  to  1895;  from 
1895  to  1897  he  was  pastor  at  Sheffield,  Iowa,  and  in 
1897  he  came  to  Texas,  and  at  Breman  took  uji  the 
duties  of  president  of  the  German  Lutheran  College,  con- 
tinuing as  president  and  as  teacher  Theology  and  Ger- 
man from  then  until  1903,  when  he  came  to  Austin  to 
accept  the  pastorate  of  St.  Martin 's  Evangelical  church, 
which  he  still  holds. 

In  1905  Rev.  Romberg  was  elected  president  of  the 
First  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Texas,  and 
he  is  still  serving  in  that  capacity,  having  under  his 
supervision  and  direction  sixty-five  ministers  and  one  hun- 
dred   and    twenty-five    congregations,    numbering    4,688 


In  December,  1891,  Rev.  Romberg  was  married  to  Miss 
Emma  Theda  Ommen,  daughter  of  Peter  Ommen,  a  pros- 
perous farmer  of  Monticello,  Iowa.  The  home  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Romberg  is  at  105  East  Fourteenth  street,  this 
city.    They  have  no  children. 
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Hon.  J.  W.  EoBERTSox.  The  late  Col.  Eobertson  was 
far  many  years  following  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  and 
until  his  death  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  and  distin- 
guished public  leaders  of  Texas.  His  home  was  at  Aus- 
tin from  1872,  and  his  widow  still  lives  in  that  city,  an 
esteemed  member  of  Austin  society  and  enjoying  the  re- 
gard paid  to  the  memory  of,  her  late  husband.  Mr.  Eob- 
ertson by  gallantry  and  eflBeiency  as  a  soldier  won  his 
title  to  command  a  regiment  in  the  Southern  army,  and 
his  qualities  as  a  soldier  were  more  than  equalled  when 
he  became  active  in  the  law  and  in  public  affairs  in 
Texas. 

Col.  Eobertson  was  born  under  the  shadow  of  the  Al- 
legheny mountains  in  Washington  county  of  East  Ten- 
nessee in  1840.  When  he  was  five  years  old  his  parents 
moved  to  Eoane  county,  in  the  same  part  of  the  state, 
and  his  early  years  until  manhood  were  spent  on  a  farm. 
In  1857  he  became  a  student  in  Hiawassee  College  near 
Madisonville  in  East  Tennessee,  an  institution  of  learn- 
ing which  graduated  many  young  men  subsequently  dis- 
tinguished in  Tennessee  and  national  history,  and  Col. 
Eobertson  came  out  from  that  college  at  the  head  of  his 
class  in  1861,  and  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts 
from  the  same  institution  after  the  war.  It  was  also  in 
that  institution  he  raised  his  regiment. 

As  a  young  college  man  he  almost  at  once  took  his 
place  as  a  fighter  in  the  Confederate  ranks,  entering  the 
service  as  first  lieutenant  in  the  Forty-third  Tennessee 
regiment.  In  1862  came  his  promotion  to  Captain  in  the 
SLxty-third  Tennessee  regiment,  and  there  followed  a 
long  and  arduous  duty  in  many  campaigns  and  on  many 
battlefields.  He  was  present  in  the  battle  of  Cbicka- 
mauga,  at  the  siege  and  assault  on  Knoxville,  and  in 
the  battle  of  Beans  Station.  In  the  spring  of  1864, 
Bushrod  Johnson's  Brigade,  to  which  the  Sixty-third 
was  attached,  was  sent  fii-st  to  Virginia,  and  Col.  Eob- 
ertson was  present  in  the  battles  of  Walthall  Station, 
Swift  Creek,  and  at  Drury's  Bluff,  where  three-fourths 
of  his  regiment  were  killed  and  wounded.  He  was  in 
all  the  battles  along  the  lines  around  Petersburg  during 
June  and  July  of  1864,  and  at  New  Market  Heights  and 
Fort  Harrison  in  front  of  Eichmond  during  the  fall  of 
1864.  On  June  17,  1864,  in  the  midst  of  a  great  battle. 
Colonel  Eobertson  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the 
Sixty-third  Tennessee  regiment  and  continued  its  leader 
until  the  fall  of  Petersburg,  when  he  was  made  a  pris- 
oner of  war.  Col.  Eobertson  was  on  several  occasions 
mentioned  for  distinguished  gallantry,  and  in  the  early 
part  of  1865  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel  of  a 
consolidated  Tennessee  regiment,  on  recommendation  by 
the  brigade  commander.  Gen.  ilcComb,  and  by  Gen. 
Heth  and  Geo.  A.  P.  Hill.  However,  he  did  not  receive 
his  commission  in  time  to  take  command  of  that  regi- 
ment. He  remained  a  prisoner  of  war  at  first  in  the  old 
capitol  building  at  Washington  and  later  on  Johnson's 
Island,  until  paroled  in  June,  1865.  From  Johnson's 
Island  he  went  to  Huntsville,  Missouri,  spent  the  rest  of 
the  year  in  teaching  school,  and  on  March  28,  1866,  was 
married  in  that  town  to  Miss  Sophronia  M.  Austin.  She 
was  a  young  woman  of  many  accomplishments  and  proved 
an  effective  inspiration  and  practical  adviser  to  her  hus- 
band throughout  his  subsequent  career. 

Following  his  marriage  Col.  Eobertson  returned  to  Ten- 
nessee, had  charge  of  the  Academy  at  Sweetwater  in 
eastern  Tennessee,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  1867,  came 
to  Texas,  and  lived  in  Bryan  and  at  Calvert  until  1872. 
In  that  year  his  home  was  moved  to  Austin,  and  he  re- 
mained a  resident  of  that  city  until  his  death  on  June 
30,  1892.  Col.  Eobertson  was  soon  prominent  in  public 
affairs,  served  a  term  in  the  legislature,  and  for  a  short 
time  was  district  judge  of  the  Austin  District.  The 
older  citizens  also  remember  his  two  terms  as  mayor  of 
the  city.  In  1888,  he  was  a  delegate  from  the  tenth 
district  to  the  National  Democratic  convention  in  St. 
Louis,  assisting  in  the  nomination  of  Grover  Cleveland 
in   that   year. 


As  a  lawyer  Col.  Eobertson  possessed  thorough  learn- 
ing, marked  ability  both  as  a  counselor  and  advocate, 
and  gained  a  record  of  many  important  successes  in  the 
Texas  bar.  Much  of  his  time  for  a  number  of  years  was 
taken  up  in  important  litigation  in  the  courts  of  Austin 
and  in  adjoining  counties,  in  the  state  supreme  court, 
and  in  the  United  States  circuit  court.  With  his  ability 
to  comprehend  and  work  out  the  details  of  a  complicated 
case  he  united  splendid  powers  as  an  effective  pleader 
and  logical  speaker,  and  attained  a  more  than  ordinary 
reputation  for  his  literary  accomplishments,  possessing 
an  incisive  and  fluent  style  which  made  all  his  work  with 
the  pen  valuable  both  from  the  literary  standpoint  and 
for  its  effectiveness  in  reaching  the  object  desired.  At 
the  time  of  his  first  sickness  he  was  attorney  for  the 
English  syndicate  that  built  the  state  capitol.  Col.  Eob- 
ertson was  an  honor  to  the  Texas  bar,  and  one  of  the 
distingished  figures  in  the  state  during  his  generation. 
Mrs.  Eobertson  now  lives  at  1710  Pearl  street  in  Austin. 

Benjamin  Kowalski.  Conspicuous  in  business  cir- 
cles and  prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  Brownsville, 
Benjamin  Kowalski,  an  ex-mayor  of  the  city,  is  a  true 
type  of  the  energetic  and  enterprising  citizens  who  have 
been  influential  in  advancing  the  best  interests  of  this 
part  of  Cameron  county,  his  enthusiastic  zeal,  unques- 
tioned ability  and  strong  jjersonality  making  him  a 
leader  among  men.  A  son  of  Bernard  Kowalski,  he  was 
born,  in  1S54,  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  of  thrifty 
ancestry. 

Bernard  Kowalski,  a  native  of  Poland,  was  born  in 
1821  in  Inowrazlaw,  where  he  received  excellent  educa- 
tional advantages.  Immigrating  to  the  United  States 
in  1841,  he  located  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  where  he 
became  highly  successful  as  a  business  man  and  where 
in  1847  he  was  naturalized  as  an  American  citizen.  He 
joined  the  Washington  Artillery,  a  famous  military  or- 
ganization of  New  Orleans,  in  which  he  was  much  inter- 
ested. He  subsequently  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Mexi- 
can War,  and  went  with  General  Taylor 's  army  into 
Mexico,  on  the  way  passing  through  Brownsville,  Texas. 
He  served  with  gallantry  throughout  the  war,  taking 
part  in  many  engagements.  In  1849  he  went  with  the 
gold  seekers  to  California,  making  an  overland  journey, 
but  not  meeting  with  the  success  he  anticipated  in  that 
country  he  returned  to  New  Orleans  in  1850,  and  resumed 
business  in  that  city.  In  1861,  being  burned  out,  he 
came  to  Cameron  county,  Texas,  and  embarked  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  in  Brownsville.  On  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  and 
having  been  commissioned  major  of  artillery  under  Gen- 
eral Bee  took  an  active  part  in  the  defense  of  Fort 
Brown  (Brownsville)  and  when  the  fort  was  captured 
in  1864  by  General  Herron,  Bernard  Kowalski  was  taken 
prisoner  and  carried  to  New  Orleans  where  he  was  kept 
a  prisoner  until  the  close  of  the  conflict.  Eeturning 
then  to  Brownsville,  he  resumed  bis  business  operations 
in  this  city,  and  was  here  an  honored  resident  until  his 
death,  June  24,  1889. 

While  in  California  Mr.  Kowalski  was  a  member  of 
Terry  Vigilantes  of  that  state  and  helped  drive  bad 
characters  out  of  the  state.  He  was  intensely  patriotic 
to  the  cause  of  the  south,  and  was  never  ' '  recon- 
structed."  As  a  husband,  a  father,  and  a  citizen,  he 
was  a  man  of  the  finest  type,  charitable  and  unselfish 
to  an  unusual  degree,  oftentimes  taking  greater  interest 
in  the  troubles  and  discouragements  of  others  than  he 
did  of  his  own.  Beloved  by  all  who  knew  him,  his  death 
was  a  cause  of  general  regret.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Sophia  Bernstein.  She  was  born  at  Posen, 
Poland,  and  survived  him  but  eleven  months,  dying  in 
May,  1890. 

Acquiring  his  rudimentary  education  in  New  Orleans, 
Benjamin  Kowalski  subsequently  attended  Soula  Busi- 
ness College  and  the  Brothers'  College  in  Brownsville. 
At  the  early  age  of  fourteen  years  he  began  his  busi- 
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ness  life,  becoming  a  clerk  in  his  father's  store,  and 
later  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  on  his  own 
account.  Taking  an  interest  in  local  affairs  from  early 
manhood,  he  was  for  many  years  prominently  connected 
with  various  branches  of  the  public  service  in  Brownsville, 
from  1SG9  until  1S77  serving  as  assistant  postmaster 
under  Edward  Downey.  A'ine  years  later,  upon  the  death 
of  Postmaster  Hopkins,  Mr.  Kowalski  was  appointed 
as  his  successor,  his  commission  bearing  date  of  Novem- 
ber 27,  18S6.  That  was  under  President  Cleveland's  first 
administration,  and  Mr.  Kowalski  has  the  distinction  of 
having  been  the  first  Democratic  postmaster  that  ever 
Brownsville  had.  He  served  in  that  capacity  for  four 
years  with  conspicuous  efficiency,  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  public. 

When  Mr.  Kowalski  left  the  postoffice  the  first  time, 
in  1877,  he  accepted  a  position  at  Fort  Brown,  first  as 
army  quartermaster 's  clerk,  and  later  as  paymaster 's 
clerk.  Subsequently  he  was  employed  as  clerk  to  General 
Sutton,  United  States  Consul  at  Matamoras,  Mexico.  He 
is  quite  talented  and  accomplished,  and  an  excellent  lin- 
guist, having  conversational  knowledge  of  Spanish,  French 
and  German,  as  well  as  of  English.  It  was  almost  entirely 
due  to  Mr.  Kowalski  that  Brownsville  obtained  its  Fed- 
eral Building,  his  preliminary  efforts  in  that  direction 
haviag  been  begun  through  a  letter  to  Congressman  Crane 
in  1888,  and  continue  until  successful.  He  has  likewise 
served  most  acceptably  as  United  States  Commissioner, 
and  as  deputy  district  clerk  for  the  Southern  District  of 
Texas. 

In  1910  Mr.  Kowalski  was  elected  mayor  of  Browns- 
ville, and  served  the  regular  term  of  two  years  with 
credit  to  himself,  and  to  the  honor  of  his  constituents, 
rendering  the  city  service  of  inestimable  value,  his 
achievements  having  been  noteworthy  in  every  respect. 
Among  those  of  especial  value  to  the  community  are  the 
following  named:  The  granting  of  franchise  and  build- 
ing of  spur  line  by  the  Saint  Louis,  Brownsville  and 
Mexico  EaUway  from  West  Brownsville,  extending  around 
the  northeastern  part  of  the  city,  to  the  Little  Indiana 
Canal  Company's  property;  the  extension,  improvement 
and  enlargement  of  the  Municipal  Water  and  Light  Sys- 
tem, putting  in  entirely  new  machinery  with  double  units 
for  all  motive  power,  including  new  and  larger  water 
mains,  fire  hydrants  and  street  lights,  also  new  buildings 
and  sheds  for  water  and  light  jilants  and  boiler  sheds; 
the  building  of  an  up-to-date  Pilteriug  Plant,  water 
ninety -eight  pre  cent  pure;  the  building  of  a  new  market 
and  city  hall,  with  sheds  to  Fire  Department  BuiLling; 
the  extension  of  water  and  hydrants  to  the  City  Cemetery; 
the  building  of  over  twenty-five  blocks  of  street  paving, 
and  the  levy  of  a  tax  of  one-third  on  the  first  paving 
district  on  all  streets  paved,  to  continue  the  street  pav- 
ing; the  building  of  more  than  fifteen  miles  of  concrete 
sidewalks;  the  granting  of  a  franchise,  and  the  building 
of  the  Robertson  Street  Railway;  the  granting  of  a 
franchise,  and  building  a  new  street  railway  on  Twelfth 
street,  from  the  International  Bridge  to  the  Eio  Grande 
Railroad  Depot ;  the  granting  of  a  franchise,  and  building 
a  spur  line  of  the  Saint  Louis,  Brownsville  and  Mexico 
Railway  on  Fronton  street  for  the  business  houses;  the 
building  of  a  drainage  pipe  line  for  surface  and  over- 
flow water;  the  purchase  of  a  fire  wagon,  and  three  thou- 
sand feet  of  fire  hose;  and  there  is  still  on  the  docket, 
and  to  be  voted  on,  a  measure  for  three  thousand  dollars 
for  the  erection  of  a  slaughter  pen.  During  the  two 
years,  from  May,  1910,  until  May,  1912,  that  Mr.  Kow- 
alski was  at  the  head  of  the  municipal  government,  there 
were  more  buildings  erected  in  Brownsville,  both  for  busi- 
ness and  residence  purposes,  than  at  any  other  equal 
length  of  time  in  its  history.  The  sewerage  plant  was 
also   completed   under   his   regime. 

Mr.  Kowalski  married  Miss  Corinne  Wilson,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  A.  H.  Wilson,  who  came  to  Brownsville  from 
Georgia,  where  she  was  born.  A  woman  of  culture  and 
refinement,  whose  purposes  are  in  harmony  with  his,  Mrs. 


Kowalski  has  proved  herself  a  worthy  helpmate  in  every 
sense  implied  by  the  term,  cheering  him  in  his  hours 
of  discouragement,  and  aiding  him  by  kindly  words  and 
acts  in  the  many  struggles  that  inevitably  come  to  every 
enterprising,  progressive  and  conscientious  public  serv- 
ant. Six  sons  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kowalski,  namely:  M.  B.,  a  graduate  of  the  N.  M.  Col- 
lege, is  a  civil  engineer  in  Dallas,  Texas;  G.  L.,  county 
attorney  of  Kleberg  county,  is  a  university  graduate; 
Dave,  in  the  abstract  business;  Paul  O.,  teller  in  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Brownsville,  is  a  college  gradu- 
ate; Alexander,  with  Cooper  Grocer  Company  of  Waco, 
is  a  college  graduate,  and  Clarence,  a  student. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Kowalski  is  a  member,  and  past 
master  of  Eio  Grande  Lodge,  No.  81,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Order  of  Masons;  a  member,  and  past  patron 
of  Hope  Chapter,  No.  124,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star; 
a  member  of  Texas  Consistory,  No.  1,  Ancient  and  Ac- 
cepted Scottish  Rite,  of  Galveston;  of  El  Mina  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
of  Galveston;  a  member,  past  chancellor  and  commander, 
of  Brownsville  Lodge,  No.  339,  Knights  of  Pythias ;  and 
a  member,  past  consul,  and  commander  of  Acacia  Camp, 
No.  690,  Woodmen  of  the  World.  Mr.  Kowalski  is  promi- 
nent and  active  in  each  of  the  orders  to  which  he  belongs, 
being  especially  active  in  Masonry,  in  which  he  has 
taken  the  thirty-second  degree.  All  the  sons  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Masonic  Order  with  the  excejition  of  the 
youngest. 

Rev.  Ernest  Severin.  The  one  Swedish  newspaper 
in  the  state  of  Texas  is  under  the  management  of  Rev. 
Ernest  Severin,  who  came  to  Austin  in  1911  to  take 
charge  of  the  paper  at  the  request  of  its  proprietors,  who 
recognized  in  Rev.  Severin  those  qualities  that  were  best 
calculated  to  bring  enduring  success  to  the  paper.  Rev. 
Severin  served  in  the  ministry  of  the  Swedish  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  for  a  number  of  years,  until  1901,  and 
though  his  work  among  his  people  was  effective  and 
highly  creditable  from  every  standpoint,  it  is  generally 
conceded  that  in  his  present  position  his  influence  is  of 
a  more  far  reaching  and  penetrating  character  than  ever 
before,  so  that  he  is  best  serving  the  Scandinavian  peo- 
ple of  the  state  as  manager  of  the  Texas  Fasten. 

Rev.  Ernest  Severin  was  born  on  September  7,  1872, 
in  Eoda,  Sweden,  and  is  a  son  of  A.  G.  Peterson,  an 
architect  of  that  place  and  a  man  of  considerable  promi- 
nence. When  young  Peterson  came  to  Chicago  in  1892 
he  found  so  wide  an  array  of  men  of  his  same  family 
name  as  his  own  that  he  considered  it  advisable  to  change 
his  surname,  and  he  accordingly  took  the  name  of  Sev- 
erin, under  which  he  has  since  been  known.  Eev.  Severin 
had  his  early  education  in  the  public  and  private  schools 
of  Sweden,  and  his  parents  gave  careful  attention  to  the 
matter  of  his  training.  He  was  twenty  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  America  and  going  at  once  to  Chicago, 
Illinois,  he  entered  the  Swedish  Methodist  Theological 
Seminary  at  Evanston,  remaining  there  for  a  year,  when 
illness  prevented  further  attendance  to  his  theological 
studies.  Soon  after  that  time  young  Severin  came  to 
Texas  and  entered  Fort  Worth  University,  which  he  at- 
tended for  three  years.  He  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  1898,  following 
which  he  held  pastorates  in  the  Swedish  Methodist 
churches  of  Fort  Worth,  Hulto,  and  Taylor,  all  in  Texas, 
the  time  of  his  service  being  three  years  in  the  Fort 
Worth  church  and  one  year  in  each  of  the  others. 

This  service  was  discontinued  by  reason  of  his  de- 
clining health,  and  in  1901  he  retired  from  the  ministry, 
and  when  he  had  recovered  sufficiently  to  make  it  pos- 
sible for  him  to  resume  work  of  any  sort,  he  engaged 
as  a  bookkeeper  for  a  mercantile  house  in  Taylor,  Texas, 
continuing  thus  for  four  years.  His  health  again  began 
to  play  truant,  and  the  young  man  withdrew  from  his 
clerical  activities  and  retired  to  a  ranch  in  McCuUash 
county,   where,   after   a   period   of   roughing   it,   he  felt 
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himself  so  far  renewed  in  physical  well-being  as  to  be 
able  to  accept,  in  1898,  a  call  to  his  former  Port  Worth 
pastorate.  He  resumed  his  work  there  in  the  year 
named  and  continued  in  active  and  effective  service  for 
three  years,  when  he  came  to  Austin  and  assumed  charge 
of  the  Texas  Postoi,  as  has  already  been  mentioned. 
Concerning  this  popular  and  constantly  growing  publica- 
tion, fuller  details  of  an  interesting  character  will  be 
found  in  the  life  sketch  of  Eev.  John  M.  Ojerholm,  of 
this  city,  so  that  further  details  on  that  point  are  not 
requisite    at    this   writing. 

l?ev.  Severin  was  married  on  March  10,  1900,  to  Miss 
Ida  Christina  Johnson,  of  Fort  Worth,  a  daughter  of 
C.  W.  Johnson.  She  was  born  in  Sweden,  as  was  also 
her  husband,  and  she  was  but  one  year  old  when  her 
parents  emigrated  to  these  shores.  They  settled  first  in 
Koekford,  Illinois,  but  later  moved  to  Texas,  where  they 
still   reside. 

To  Bev.  and  Mrs.  Severin  four  children  were  born: 
Evelyn  Victoria,  Ernest  Oliver,  Alice  and  Walter  Henry. 

Eev.  Severin  is  interested  in  educational  work  along 
various  lines,  and  in  addition  to  his  other  activities  he 
is  a  director  of  the  Texas  Wesleyan  College,  a  Swedish 
institution,  of  which  more  extended  mention  is  made  in 
the  sketch  of  Dr.  Ole  Olander,  also  of  Austin.  Eev. 
Severin  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amer- 
ica, with  affiliations  in  Congress  Camp  No.  11929  of 
Austin.  He  has  no  other  fraternal  association,  being 
one  who  devotes  his  best  attentions  to  his  work  and 
having  scant  leisure  for  social  activities.  His  work  in 
the  state  has  been  a  praiseworthy  one  thus  far,  and  it 
is  expected  that  he  will  make  continued  progress  along 
the  line  of  his  present  endeavors. 

Eev.  John  M.  Ojerholm.  The  life  and  work  of  Eev. 
John  M.  Ojerholm,  editor  of  the  Texas  Fasten,  the  only 
Swedish  newspaper  ever  established  in  the  state,  was 
devoted  without  a  break  to  the  ministry  of  the  Swedish 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  began  his  serv- 
ice as  early  as  1881,  in  his  native  land.  He  was  born 
in  Nykoping,  Sweden,  on  July  29,  1858,  and  is  a  son 
of  Andrew  Ojerholm,  who  was  long  engaged  in  the  iron 
industry,  and  who  came  to  America  in  the  year  1882, 
settling  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  in  which  place  he 
passed  the  rest  of  his  life,  death  coming  to  him  there 
in  the  year  1910. 

John  M.  Ojerholm  had  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Sweden,  followed  by  attendance  at  the 
State  College  of  Sweden,  after  which  he  began  his 
ministry  in  his  native  land  in  1881.  He  continued 
there  for  two  years,  and  then  followed  his  father  to 
America.  He  had  been  in  America  but  a  short  time 
when  he  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Swedish  M.  E. 
church  and  he  fDled  the  following  appointments  in  a 
creditable  and  praiseworthy  manner:  Providence,  Ehode 
Island,  one  vear;  Lindsborg,  Kansas,  one  year;  Eock- 
ford,  Illinois,  two  years.  In  the  autumn  of  1887  he 
came  to  Waco,  Texas,  for  a  time  filling  the  pulpit  of 
the  Swedish  M.  E.  church  at  that  place,  but  later  being 
transferred  to  the  Fort  Worth  church,  and  stUl  later 
to  Georgetown,  Texas.  He  was  two  years  in  the  Decker, 
Texas,  M.  E.  church,  and  in  1896  came  to  Austin  to 
assume  the  editorship  of  the  Texas  Fasten  which  had 
been  established  a  short  time  before.  Eev.  Ojerholm  is 
still  head  of  the  editorial  department,  and  has  a  finan- 
cial interest  in  the  paper  as  well.  Under  his  editorial 
direction  the  paper  has  grown  in  prominence  and  pop- 
ularity with  the  Scandinavian  population  of  the  state, 
and  he  is  ably  seconded  in  his  work  by  the  offices  of 
Eev.  Ernest  Severin,  who  is  the  manager  of  the  publica- 
tion, and  who  is  mentioned  at  greater  length  in  a  sketch 
devoted  to  him  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Rev.  Ojerholm  was  married  in  1881  to  Miss  Mathilde 
Wiel,  a  daughter  of  Truls  Wiel,  a  native  of  Norway. 
She  was  one  of  thirteen  children  born  to  her  parents, 
and   was   highly   educated.      She   was   the   author   of    a 


number  of  Swedish  poems  which  have  been  brought  be- 
fore the  public  in  a  volume  that  has  met  with  consid- 
erable favor  among  people  of  her  nation.  She  died  in 
1903.  In  1906  Eev.  Ojerholm  married  Miss  Olga  Olsen 
of  Austin,  Texas,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Sweden 
when  she  was  about  fourteen  years  old,  in  company  with 
her  father,  Ole  Olsen,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Austin. 
They  have  three  children:  Julia,  Elizabeth  and  James. 

The  family  home  is  at  807  East  14th  street,  Austin, 
Texas. 

Et.  Eev.  George  Herbert  Kinsolving.  The  present 
bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Texas  of  the  Episcopal  church 
was  elevated  to  this  high  position  twenty  years  ago, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  ablest  churchmen  of 
his  denomination  m  America.  A  member  of  an  old 
Virginia  family  which  has  stood  high  in  professional, 
business  and  public  life  in  that  state  for  generations, 
Kinsolving  was  reared  in  an  atmosphere  of  fine 
and  was  liberally  educated.  His  father  before 
him  made  a  notable  record  as  a  minister  in  the  same 
church,  and  a  half-brother,  Lucien  L.  Kinsolving,  has 
for  a  numlier  of  years  been  missionary  bishop  of  the 
Brazilian  Episcopal  church. 

George  H.  Kinsolving  was  born  in  Bedford  county, 
Virginia,  April  28,  1849,  and  is  a  true  son  of  the  old 
Dominion.  His  parents  were  Eev.  Ovid  A.  and  Julia 
Heiskell  (Krauth)  Kinsolving.  His  father,  who  was 
born  in  Albermarle  county,  Virginia,  and  was  graduated 
from  Kenyon  College,  at  Gambler,  Ohio,  was  for  over 
fifty-three  years  an  active  clergyman  of  his  church  in 
Virginia,  and  died  in  1894.  The  Kinsolving  family 
dates  back  to  the  early  Colonial  epoch  of  Virginia.  Mrs. 
Kinsolving,  mother  of  our  subject,  who  died  in  1858, 
was  of  a  family  which  originated  in  Germany.  Her 
father,  Charles  PhUip  Krauth,  who  was  of  the  second 
or  third  generation  in  this  country,  was  president  of 
the  Pennsylvania  College  and  of  the  Theological  Sem- 
inary of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  Gettysburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, while  his  son,  Charles  Porterfield  Krauth,  was 
Vice-Provost  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

Bishop  Kinsolving  finished  his  literary  education  and 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Virginia,  being  a 
student  there  from  1868  to  1870.  In  1874  he  gradu- 
ated from  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Theological  Semi- 
nary of  Virginia,  and  has  since  received,  in  1892,  the 
degree  of  S.T.D.  from  Griswold  College  of  Iowa,  and 
in  1893  the  degree  D.D.  from  the  University  of  the 
South.  Made  a  deacon  in  1874,  he  was  assistant  in 
Christ  church,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  during  1874-75.  In 
the  latter  year  he  was  ordained  a  priest,  and  was  rector 
in  St.  Mark's  church  in  Baltimore  from  1875  to  1878. 
From  the  latter  year  to  1881  he  was  rector  in  St.  John's 
church  at  Cincinnati,  and  then  became  rector  of  the 
Church  of  the  Epiphany  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  re- 
mained from  1881  to  1892.  He  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Standing  committee  of  the  Diocese  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  1892  was  a  delegate  to  the  general  convention  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  church.  WhOe  at  Philadelphia 
he  also  served  as  Overseer  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Divinity  school. 

In  1892  he  was  elected  assistant  bishop  of  the  Diocese 
of  Texas,  and  in  that  year  removed  to  Austin,  which 
ci'ty  has  since  been  his  home.  On  July  11,  1893,  he  suc- 
ceeded the  late  Bishop  Gregg  as  Bishop  of  the  Diocese 
of  Texas,  and  his  work  has  thus  been  continued  in  that 
office  for  more  than  twenty  years.  The  journal  of  the 
church  reports  a  steady  progress  and  large  growth  of 
the  Episcopal  church  in  Texas  during  his  administra- 
tion and  probably  no  protestant  bishop  in  the  country 
stands  higher  in  the  esteem  of  both  the  clergy  and  the 
laymen  than  Bishop  Kinsolving.  He  is  the  author  of 
both  ' '  Church 's  Burden, ' '  published  at  New  York  in 
1902;  and  "Volume  of  Memorial  Sermons,"  published 
at  Ogden  in   1912,  besides  being  author  of  various  ad- 
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and     notable     sermons     preacbed     on     speeial 
occasions. 

Bishop  Kinsolving  was  married  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
October  8,  1879,  to  Miss  Grace  Jaggar,  a  daughter  of 
Walter  Jaggar.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  New  York 
and  during  his  lifetime  one  of  the  prominent  bankers 
of  that  city.  Mrs.  Kinsolving  is  a  sister  of  Bishop  T. 
A.  Jaggar,  of  the  Southern  Ohio  Diocese.  To  their 
marriage  has  been  born  one  son,  Walter  Ovid  Kinsolv- 
ing, who  is  now  a  curate  at  the  Church  of  the  Inter- 
cession in  New  York  City.  Bishop  Kinsolving  "s  resi- 
dence is  at  2607  Whitis  avenue,  Austin. 

Hon.  Charles  H.  Jenkins.  Since  1910  an  associate 
justice  of  the  court  of  Civil  Appeals  for  the  third 
supreme  judicial  district  of  Texas,  Judge  Jenkins  has 
filled  this  high  position  with  admirable  eflficieney  and 
with  credit  to  his  long  career  as  a  lawyer  and  citizen. 
Judge  Jenkins  still  has  his  legal  residence  at  Brown- 
wood,  where  he  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the 
bar,  and  where  he  gained  his  reputation  as  a  lawyer 
and  public  official.  At  Brownwood  Judge  Jenkins  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  men  who  has  done  most  for  that 
city,  especially  in  the  improvement  and  development  of 
its  educational  system.  Before  he  gained  recognition 
as  a  lawyer  he  was  a  surveyor,  did  a  great  deal  of 
practical  work  in  his  profession  in  northern  and  west- 
ern Texas,  and  there  is  probably  not  another  member 
of  the  higher  state  courts  who  possesses  a  more  thor- 
ough and  exact  knowledge  of  land  boundary  laws  and 
conditions   than   Judge   Jenkins. 

His  was  one  of  the  pioneer  families  in  north  Texas. 
Judge  Charles  H.  Jenkins  himself  was  born  in  Dallas 
county  May  17,  1852,  a  son  of  Colonel  Jonathan  E. 
and  Mahala  E.  (Bonner)  Jenkins.  His  father,  a  native 
of  Alabama,  was  a  surveyor  and  merchant  in  that  state, 
and  while  living  there  served  with  the  rank  of  colonel 
in  the  state  militia.  In  1851  he  came  to  Texas,  settling 
first  in  Dallas  county,  and  in  1854  moving  to  Parker 
county,  where  he  followed  his  profession  as  a  surveyor, 
and  at  the  same  time  was  one  of  the  early  ranchers  and 
stock  raisers  in  that  then  frontier  county.  He  moved 
to  Dallas  county  in  1861,  and  early  in  the  war  between 
the  states  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  and  re- 
mained with  the  forces  of  the  south  until  the  end  of 
the  war.  when  he  returned  home  broken  in  health  and 
died  soon  afterwards.  His  widow  survived  him  nearly 
half  a  century  and  died  in  November  1912  aged  eighty- 
two  years. 

Judge  Jenkins  as  a  boy  attended  a  private  school 
conducted  by  Eev.  Mr.  Carlton  in  Dallas  until  the  fall 
of  1866.  In  that  year,  being  fourteen  years  of  age,  he 
was  sent  to  Cedar  Springs  and  placed  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  W.  E.  Smith.  While  there  he  studied  the  pro- 
fession previously  followed  by  his  father,  of  surveyor, 
and  perfected  himself  both  in  the  theoretical  and  prac- 
tical phases  of  this  work.  His  ambition  was  soon 
directed  to  the  law,  and  in  1870  he  began  its  study  in 
the  office  of  Kendall  &  Ault  at  Dallas.  His  studies 
were  interrupted  in  1871  when  he  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  surveyor's  office  of  Dallas  county.  The  duties  of 
that  office  kept  him  quite  busy  for  a  year  and  a  half, 
and  early  in  1873  he  was  made  city  engineer  of  Dallas, 
being  associated  in  this  work  wtih  Commodore  S.  W. 
C.  Duncan  and  Major  John  H.  Brown.  It  will  be  re- 
called that  Dallas  at  that  time  had  recently  become  the 
terminus  of  its  first  railroad,  and  was  rapidly  develop- 
ing as  a  commercial  center,  so  that  city  engineer  Judge 
Jenkins  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  planning  and 
introduction  of  many  municipal  improvements.  While 
serving  as  surveyor  and  city  engineer,  he  managed  to 
keep  up  and  continue  his  studies  in  the  law,  and  in 
March,  1874,  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

While  Judge  Jenkins  began  his  practice  in  Dallas,  he 
remained  there  only  about  five  years,  and  in  1879  moved 
to    Brownwood,    which   was    then    a    frontier    city,    just 


about  to  become  a  point  on  a  railroad,  and  at  the  be- 
ginning of  its  real  growth  and  development.  Judge 
Jenkins  has  accordingly  been  identified  with  Brown- 
wood through  practically  its  entire  progress  from  a 
frontier  hamlet  to  one  of  the  best  cities  in  central 
west  Texas.  His  public  services  there  comprised  several 
terms  as  an  alderman  and  one  term  of  Mayor.  It  was 
during  his  administration  of  the  city  as  mayor  that 
his  leadership  and  influence  were  important  elements  in 
bringing  about  the  construction  of  the  Brownwood 
waterworks.  However,  his  fellow  citizens  regarded  his 
most  important  achievement  his  faithful,  enthusiastic 
and  self-sacrificing  labors  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  for  twenty- 
six  consecutive  years,  and  during  fourteen  years  was 
president  of  the  board.  When  he  first  came  into  this 
relation  with  the  public  schools  of  Brownwood,  there  was 
a  small  frame  building  of  two  rooms,  where  all  the 
educational  facilities  of  that  community  were  centered. 
Judge  Jenkins  with  several  of  his  loyal  associates  re- 
alized and  took  the  lead  in  the  matter  of  securing 
proper  school  buildings,  not  only  to  accommodate  the 
immediate  population,  but  to  provide  and  look  ahead 
for  the  future.  Under  his  leadership  the  board  went 
ahead  and  erected  a  stone  school  house,  known  in  that 
city  as  the  ' '  Coggin  school. ' '  The  finances  of  the  city 
did  not  justify  the  expenditure  of  sufficient  funds  to 
erect  such  a  building,  and  the  members  of  the  board 
took  the  matter  upon  their  own  responsibility,  and 
gave  their  own  individual  notes  aggregating  about  six 
thousand  dollars  to  provide  for  the  erection  and  finish- 
ing of  the  school.  It  was  the  second  school  building 
and  the  first  modern  building  of  its  kind  in  Brownwood. 
The  board  at  the  same  time  also  increased  and  re- 
modeled the  original  school,  known  as  the  Central  school, 
by  the  construction  of  an  addition  which  converted  the 
house  into  one  of  five  rooms  instead  of  two.  The  board 
went  still  further,  secured  a  large  lot  of  ground,  and 
erected  a  modern  high  school  building  at  a  cost  of 
sixteen  thousand  dollars.  The  city  appropriated  for  this 
purpose  six  thousand  dollars,  while  again  the  individual 
members  of  the  board  gave  their  notes  to  secure  the 
balance,  ten  thousand  dollars.  These  notes  were  sub- 
sequently paid  off  from  year  to  year  as  the  board  was 
able  to  save  from  the  school  funds.  Then  in  a  few 
years  the  Central  school  had  been  outgrown,  and  the 
board  determined  to  replace  the  old  structure  with  a 
new  at  a  cost  of  twenty  thousand  dollars.  The  city 
allowed  the  board  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  once  more 
the  former  process  of  financing  was  resorted  to,  and  the 
board  members  made  themselves  individually  responsible 
for  the  balance  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  an  indebtedness 
which  was  finally  cleared  off  in  the  same  manner  as  had 
been  done  in  the  former  ease. 

As  a  lawyer  Judge  Jenkins  in  a  few  years  gained 
first  rank  not  only  at  Brownwood  but  over  the  entire 
surrounding  district.  His  practice  extended  to  all  the 
adjoining  counties,  and  in  two  special  fields  he  prob- 
ably had  no  peer  in  that  part  of  the  state.  His  early 
knowledge  of  surveying  naturally  brought  about  a  de- 
cided specialization  of  his  practice  in  boundary  cases, 
and  for  many  years  he  has  been  a  recognized  authority 
on  boundary  "law  and  facts.  He  also  gained  prominence 
as  a  lawyer  of  special  skill  and  success  in  defending 
boundary  and  homicide  cases,  and  his  practice  also  in- 
cluded important  civil  litigation  in  every  branch  of  the 
civil  law. 

In  1907  Judge  Jenkins  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Thirtieth  Legislature,  and  was  re-elected  in  1909,  repre- 
senting the  Brown  county  district.  In  the  thirtieth 
legislature  he  introduced  a  number  of  bills  covering 
judicial  reform,  among  which  might  be  mentioned  a 
bill  "  Requiring  pleadings  to  be  verified  and  abolishing 
the  general  denial,"  and  also  a  bill  to  "Abolish  the 
degree  of  murder  and  creating  it  one  offense  instead  of 
three  offenses."     He  also  introduced  a  bill  "Creating 
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a  Legislative  Commission,"  which  failed  of  passage, 
although  at  the  present  time  seven  states  have  a  similar 
statute,  and  eventually  Texas  is  sure  to  adopt  such  a 
plan.  The  purpose  of  the  bill  was  to  create  a  com- 
mission, whose  office  and  records  should  serve  as  a  leg- 
islative reference  bureau,  with  a  permanent  and  also 
elastic  file  of  data  and  statistics  which  should  be  at  the 
service  of  members  of  the  legislature  in  preparing  bills, 
while  the  commission  itself  should  pass  upon  all  bills 
offered,  irrespective  of  whether  the  legislature  was  in 
session  or  not,  and  report  as  to  the  constitutionality,  the 
general  scope  and  purpose,  and  feasibility  of  any  cur- 
rent piece  of  legislation. 

Judge  Jenkins  in  March  1910  resigned  from  the 
thirty-first  legislature  to  accept  an  appointment  given 
by  Governor  Campbell  to  fill  a  vacancy  as  associate 
judge  in  the  court  of  Civil  Appeals  for  the  third  Su- 
preme Judicial  District.  In  the  following  November  he 
stood  as  a  candidate  and  was  elected  for  the  unexpired 
term,  of  four  years. 

Judge  Jenkins  is  one  of  the  prominent  members  of 
the  Odd  Fellows  in  the  state  of  Texas,  and  has  been 
identified  with  the  order  since  1880.  He  is  Past 
Noble  Grand  of  the  lodge,  a  member  of  the  Eebekahs, 
is  Past  Presiding  Officer  of  his  Encampment,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Cantonment,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  the 
State  Grand  Lodge  of  the  order.  He  is  also  affiliated 
with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  an  order  he  joined 
about  twenty  years  ago,  and  belongs  to  the  Woodmen 's 
Circle.  Judge  Jenkins  is  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Austin  Press  Club,  and  belongs  to  the  Texas  Historical 
Association. 

In  September,  1873,  Judge  Jenkins  married  Miss  Annie 
E.  Smith,  a  daughter  of  John  W.  and  Sarah  A.  Smith, 
of  Colorado,  but  who  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  Dallas  county.  Mrs.  Jenkins  was  a  schoolmate  of 
Judge  Jenkins  at  Dallas.  Her  death  occurred  in  1909, 
and  their  three  children  are  as  follows :  Willie,  who 
is  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Miller,  a  lawyer  of  Brownwood ; 
Annie  May,  wife  of  J.  A.  Johnson,  of  Brownwood;  and 
Roberta  J.,  who  married  B.  L.  Shropshire,  of  Brown- 
wood. Judge  Jenkins  while  in  Austin  has  his  residence 
at  204  East  Tenth  street. 

Howell  W.  Runnels.  In  the  spring  of  1912  Mr.  Run- 
nels was  elected  to  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  progres- 
sive and  thriving  little  city  of  Texarkana,  Bowie  county, 
and  not  only  has  his  administration  been  marked  by  lib- 
eral policies  and  careful  use  of  his  executive  functions 
but  also  by  such  decisive  popular  approval  .is  to  make 
sure  beyond  all  peradventure  that  there  can  be  in  his 
case  no  possible  application  of  the  scriptural  aphorism 
that  "a  prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own 
country, ' '  for  he  is  a  native  son  of  Bowie  county  and 
has  ever  maintained  his  home  within  its  borders.  Mayor 
Runnels  is  one  of  the  loyal  and  influential  citizens  of 
the  county,  where  he  is  the  owner  of  the  fine  old  home- 
stead plantation  on  which  he  was  born,  and  he  is  a 
scion  of  a  family  whose  name  has  been  piominently  and 
worthily  linked  with  the  annals  of  Texas  since  the  days 
when  it  was  an  independent  republic.  Thus  there  are 
many  points  which  render  specially  consistent  the  definite 
recognition  accorded  to  him  in  this  history  of  his  native 
commonwealth. 

Howell  W.  Runnels  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
now  owned  by  him  and  situated  twelve  miles  northwest 
of  Texarkana,  Bowie  county,  and  the  date  of  his  nativity 
was  January  1.  1867.  The  fifth  child  and  second  son  in 
a  family  of  fourteen  children,  he  is  now  the  only  one 
living,  and  in  his  generation  he  is  effectively  carrying 
forward  the  industrial  enterprises  and  civic  activities  that 
were  ably  instituted  by  his  honored  father.  He  is  a  son 
of  Howell  W.  and  Martha  C.  B.  (Adams)  Runnels,  both 
natives  of  the  state  of  Mississippi  and  the  latter  a  rep- 
resentative of  the  Adams  family  of  Georgia  that  has 
given  two  presidents  to  the  LTnjted  States  and  that  has 


been  one  of  great  prominence  in  the  annals  of  American 
history.  In  IS-IO  Howell  W.  Runnels,  Sr.,  in  company 
with  his  brothers  Hardin  R.,  Edmond  S.,  and  Hiram  A., 
came  from  Madison  county,  Mississippi,  to  the  south- 
western frontier  and  first  settled  on  the  Brazos  river, 
in  Southern  Texas,  but  they  shortly  afterward  came  to 
the  northeastern  part  of  the  republic  and  established 
permanent  homes  in  Bowie  county,  where  they  had  in- 
stituted successful  operations  in  the  development  of  the 
agricultural  resources  of  the  district  by  the  time  of  the 
acbnission  of  Texas  to  the  Union,  in  1845.  One  of  the 
four  brothers,  Hardin  R.,  who  was  familiarly  and  widely 
known  as  "Dick"  Runnels,  became  specially  prominent 
and  influential  in  political  and  other  civic  activities  in 
this  part  of  the  state,  and  finally  he  had  tlie  distinction 
of  being  elected  governor  of  Texas,  an  office  of  which  he 
was  the  efficient  and  popular  incumbent  for  consecu- 
tive terms  of  one  year  each.  Runnels  county  was  named 
in  his  honor  and  he  was  in  a  true  sense  one  of  the 
distinguished  men  of  his  time  in  the  Lone  Star  common- 
wealth. It  may  be  noted  that  Hon.  Hiram  Runnels,  an 
uncle  of  the  Texas  governor  of  the  name,  had  served 
as  governor  of  Mississippi,  and  that  Colonel  Harmond 
Runnels,  a  great-uncle  and  a  prominent  citizen  of  Georgia, 
was  a  gallant  patriot  soldier  and  officer  in  the  Continen- 
tal line  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  The  ancestral  his 
tory,  in  both  direct  and  collateral  lines,  is  one  of  which 
the  mayor  of  Texarkana,  Texas,  may  well  be  proud. 

Howell  W.  Runnels  maintained  his  home  near  the 
old  town  of  Boston,  judicial  center  of  Bowie  county, 
until  1876,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Tex- 
arkana, where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1897,  his  cherished  and  devoted  wife 
being  summoned  to  eternal  rest  in  his  73d  year,  and  both 
having  held  membership  in  the  Baptist  church.  Howell 
W.  Runnels,  Sr.,  was  a  man  of  strong  individuality,  broad 
and  well  fortified  views  and  much  business  ability.  He 
was  a  prominent  factor  in  the  social  and  industrial  de- 
velopment and  upbuilding  of  Bowie  county,  was  one  of 
the  best  known  and  most  highly  honored  citizens  of  the 
county  and  was  inflexible  in  his  adherency  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  was  a  member  of  Legislature  of  1857. 
At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  did  all  in  his  power  to 
support  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy  and  thus  showed 
his  loyalty  to  the  South,  under  whose  benignant  in- 
fluence he  had  been  reared. 

Howell  W.  Runnels,  Jr.,  now  the  only  surviving  mem- 
bers of  the  immediate  family,  was  a  lad  of  about  eight 
years  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  from  the  old 
homestead  plantation  to  Texarkana,  where  he  duly  availed 
hirnself  of  the  advantages  of  the  public  schools,  after 
which  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  Texas  Agricultural 
&  Mechanical  Coljege,  at  Bryan.  He  has  never  wavered 
in  his  allegiance  to  the  great  basic  industries  of  agricul- 
ture and  stock-growing,  and  still  gives  his  active  and 
appreciative  supervision  to  his  old  homestead  plantation, 
which  is  doubly  endeared  to  him  through  the  gracious 
memories  and  associations  of  the  past.  This  property  is 
equipped  with  the  best  of  permanent  improvements, 
comprises  2,200  acres,  seven  hundred  under  cultivation 
and,  as  previously  noted,  twelve  miles  northwest  of  Tex- 
arkana. In  addition  to  his  successful  enterprise  in  this 
connection  Mr.  Runnels  is  also  engaged  in  the  timber 
business,  in  which  his  operations  have  been  somewhat 
extensive. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Runnels  has  been  a  de- 
cisively influential  figure  in  the  local  councils  of  the 
Doimir-ratic  party  and  has  shown  deep  interest  in  public 
affairs.  He  never  consented  to  become  a  candidate  for 
public  office  until  190<<,  when  ho  was  elected  citv  assessor 
and  collector,  a  dual  office  of  which  ho  continued  the 
efficient  and  acceptalilo  iu(iniiI>ont  for  four  years.  He 
was  almost  immediately  called  to  the  highest  office  in  the 
gift  of  the  people  of  his  home  city,  as  in  April,  1912,  he 
was  elected  mayor  of  Texarkana,  by  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority over  all  opposition.     This  was  an  emphatic  testi- 
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mony  to  his  personal  popularity  and  to  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  him  by  the  voters  of  the  city.  His  policy  as  chief 
executive  of  the  municipal  government  has  been  at  once 
progressive  and  duly  conservative,  and  he  has  bent  every 
energy  and  thought  to  the  furtherance  of  wise  admin- 
istration of  all  departments  of  the  municipal  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  to  insistently  advocating  measures 
and  enterprises  of  progressive  order,  especially  in  the 
expanding  of  the  scheme  of  permanent  public  improve- 
ments. His  regime  has  met  with  approval  and  com- 
mendation and  within  the  same  Texarkana  has  been 
prospered   along  both   civic   and   material  lines. 

In  the  time-honored  Masonic  fraternity  Mayor  Eun- 
nels  has  received  the  ancient-craft,  capitular  and  chiv- 
alric  degrees,  his  affiliation  being  with  Clarkesville  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar  of  same  place,  where  he 
also  holds  membership  in  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Improved 
Order  of  Eed  Men,  and  the  fraternal  Order  of  Eagles. 

On  the  18th  of  April,  1894,  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Eunnels  to  Miss  Katharine  M.  Neely,  who 
was  born  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  and  who  has 
proved  a  most  popular  acquisition  in  the  representative 
social  activities.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eunnels  have  six  chil- 
dren, Howell  E.,  Jack  N.,  Martha  Octavia,  George  Eliz- 
abeth, Hardin  Eichard,  and  Patsy  Darden. 

Major  George  W.  Littlefield.  The  founder  and 
president  of  the  American  National  Bank  of  Austin  is 
one  of  the  honored  veterans  of  the  great  war  between 
the  states.  His  gallantry  as  a  fighting  member  of  the 
famous  Terry  "s  Eangers  earned  him  the  rank  and  title 
by  which  he"  has  been  familiarly  known  to  a  large  por- 
tion of  Texas  people  for  nearly  fifty  years.  Among 
the  cattlemen  of  the  southwest  Major  Littlefield  has 
also  long  held  a  conspicuous  position,  and  a  great  variety 
of  experience  and  incidents  as  well  as  financial  achieve- 
ment and  success  have  characterized  his  career. 

Though  born  in  Panola  county,  Mississippi,  June  21, 
1842,  Major  Littlefield 's  home  has  been  in  Texas  for 
nearly  sixty-five  years.  His  parents,  Fleming  and  Mildred 
M.  (Satterwhite)  Littlefield,  natives  respectively  of 
Tennessee  and  Georgia,  in  1850  settled  at  Gonzales, 
Texas,  where  the  father  was  a  cotton  planter  and  mer- 
chant until  his  death  in  1853.  The  mother  died  in  June 
1880. 

George  W.  Littlefield  had  a  few  years  of  public  school 
training,  and  subsequently  attended  the  Baylor  College 
while  it  was  located  at  independence,  Texas,  and  also 
at  Gonzales  College.  With  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in 
1861  his  services  were  enlisted  as  Second  Sergeant  in 
Company  I  of  the  Eighth  Texas  Cavalry,  better  known 
as  Terry's  Eangers.  In  January  1862  came  his  pro- 
motion as  second  lieutenant  of  his  company,  and  in  May 
1862,  following  the  great  battle  of  Shiloh,  he  was  made 
captain.  He  continued  in  active  service  during  the  great 
campaign  between  the  northern  and  southern  armies  in 
Tennessee  and  northern  Mississippi  during  the  years 
1862-63,  and  after  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  in  the  lat- 
ter vear  was  made  acting  major  of  his  regiment.  On 
December  26,  1863,  on  the  battlefield  of  Mossy  Creek 
in  eastern  Tennessee,  a  portion  of  a  shell  cut  his  left 
hip,  making  a  wound  eleven  inches  in  length  and  dis- 
abling him  from  further  service.  While  he  was  lying  on 
the  battlefield,  Brigadier-General  Thomas  Harrison  and 
Colonel  Patrick  Christian  rode  up,  and  General  Harrison, 
on  seeing  Captain- Littlefield  lying  wounded,  exclaimed: 
"I  promote  him  to  the  rank  of  major  for  gallantry  on 
the  field."  The  wound  kept  Major  Littlefield  in  his  bed 
for  four  months,  and  he  had  to  use  crutches  until  1867. 
Eesigning  his  command  in  1864,  he  was  unable  to  get 
back  to  Texas  for  nearly  a  year,  and  after  the  war 
turned  his  attention   to   farming. 

With  the  rapid  development  of  the  live  stock  in- 
dustry after  the  war.  Major  Littlefield  became  one  of  its 
most  prominent  operators.     Since   1871  his  investments 


and  enterprise  have  extended  to  a  large  part  of  the  dis- 
trict in  west  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  where  he  has  owned 
outright  or  held  under  lease  many  thousands  of  acres, 
and  has  been  one  of  the  most  extensive  cattle  raisers. 
At  one  time  seventy  thousand  head  of  cattle  roaming 
over  the  range  were  marked  with  his  brand,  and  forty 
and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land  were  owned  or  con- 
trolled by  him.  In  the  seventies  and  eighties  probably 
most  of  his  cattle  were  taken  from  the  west  Texas 
ranges  over  the  old  cattle  traU  through  the  Indian  ter- 
ritory into  Kansas,  and  from  1887  his  ranch  head- 
quarters were  in  west  Texas,  with  operations  through 
Mason,  Menard  and  Kimball  counties.  He  had  pre- 
viously become  interested  in  a  large  cattle  ranch  in  New 
Mexico.  In  1901  Major  Littlefield  bought  upwards  of 
three  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Hotkley  and 
Lamb  counties  in  the  Panhandle,  from  the  Farwell  in- 
terests of  Chicago.  This  land,  bought  at  two  dollars 
an  acre,  has  since  risen  to  five  or  six  times  that  value. 
At  the  same  time  he  retains  his  large  land  and  cattle 
interests  in  New  Mexico,  and  has  owned  a  large  amount 
of  irrigated  farm  land  near  Boswell.  His  Hereford 
cattle  ranch  in  that  vicinity  has  long  been  a  feature 
and  one  of  the  most  valuable  properties  of  its  kind  in 
the  southwest,  Major  Littlefield  having  refused  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  land  and 
its   improvements. 

In  1890  Major  Littlefield  organized  the  American 
National  Bank  of  Austin  with  a  capital  stock  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  has  since  increased  to 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  a  surplus  of  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  has  been  president  of  this 
strong  financial  institution  since  its  organization.  He 
built  one  of  Austin 's  finest  business  blocks,  the  Littlefield 
building,  has  served  as  president  of  the  Central  Bank  and 
Trust  Company  of  Austin,  is  a  director  of  the  South- 
western Life  Insurance  Company  of  Texas,  a  director  of 
the  Pierce-Fordyce  Oil  Company  of  Texas,  and  has 
numerous  other  financial  and  business  relations  with  the 
state. 

Probably  every  visitor  at  Austin  has  admired  the 
splendid  statue  on  the  Capitol  grounds  constituting  a 
monument  to  Terry 's  Eangers.  This  monument  was 
erected  in  1907  and  Major  Littlefield  was  chairman  of 
the  monumental  committee  and  personally  paid  the 
greater  part  of  the  expense  of  having  the  bronze  figures 
executed  and  placed  in  its  present  commanding  posi- 
tion. Major  Littlefield  has  long  been  closely  identified 
with  the  affairs  of  the  United  Veterans  of  the  Con- 
federacy. Since  1910  he  has  served  as  a  regent  of  the 
Univers'itv  of  Texas,  is  a  Master  Mason  and  also  af- 
filiated with  the  Eoyal  Arch  and  Knights  Templar  de- 
grees. His  social  relations  are  with  the  Austin  Club, 
the  Austin  Country  Club,  and  the  University  Club. 
Major  Littlefield  on  January  14,  1863,  married  Miss 
Alice  P.  Tiller,  a  stepdaughter  of  W.  Harral  of  Hous- 
ton, Texas.  Mrs.  Littlefield  was  born  in  Mississippi, 
and  her  parents  came  from  Virginia.  The  Littlefield 
home  is  at  300  West  Twenty-fourth  street,  Austin. 

Frank  Taylor  Eamsey.  It  has  long  been  a  way  of 
praising  the  work  of  the  agriculturist  to  say  that  he 
has  made  two  stalks  of  wheat  grow  where  only  one  grew 
before.  But  in  proportion  as  a  perennially  fruitful  tree 
is  more  valuable  than  the  stalk  of  wheat,  so  must  a 
still  greater  tribute  be  paid  as  an  adequate  reward  for 
the  man  who  introduces  an  orchard  where  before  was 
an  unproductive  waste,  and  who  by  his  knowledge  and 
skill  in  horticulture  increases  the  fruitfulness  of  a 
country  by  the  perfection  of  new  varieties  of  fruit  and 
those  more  adaptable  to  local  conditions.  In  this  field 
has  been  the  distinction  of  Frank  T.  Eamsey  of  Austin, 
and  Eamsey 's  Austin  Nursery  has  for  twenty  years  been 
one  of  the  thriving  industries  of  that  locality. 

It  was  in  1858  that  his  father,  Alexander  M.  Eamsey, 
set   out   an   orchard   in   Burnet   county,   which  was   the 
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first  one  of  any  size  or  importance  in  the  county,  and 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  undertakings  in  the  growing  of 
orchard  fruits  in  western  Texas.  In  Burnet  county 
Frank  T.  Eamsey  was  born  June  15,  1861.  His  father 
and  mother,  A.  M.  Eamsey  and  Ellen  Taylor,  were  born 
and  married  in  western  Pennsylvania.  They  moved  to 
Burnet  county  in  1860,  but  had  bought  a  farm  there  in 
185S,  and  had  sent  peach  seed  for  an  orchard  from  Mis- 
sissippi, which  state  had  been  their  home  for  eight 
years.  The  sheep  business  was  the  principal  occupa- 
tion of  A.  M.  Eamsey  for  some  years,  combined  with 
general  farming,  but  hard  winters  and  absence  from 
home  while  engaged  in  scout  sers-ice  against  the 
Comanche  Indians,  and  the  natural  consequences  of  war 
left  him  in  a  poor  condition  financially  when  the  war 
was  over.  A.  M.  Eamsey  died  in  1S95,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1890. 

Frank  T.  Eamsey  received  a  common  education  in  the 
country  schools.  When  sixteen  years  old  he  became  a 
partner  with  his  father  in  the  nursery  which  had  been 
established  by  the  latter  in  1875,  and  so  continued  until 
his  father's  death  at  Austin,  the  nursery  having  been 
moved  to  the  capital  city  in  1894  in  order  to  secure 
better  transportation  facilities.  Mr.  F.  T.  Eamsey  was 
married  in  1884  to  Miss  Belle  Sinclair,  and  another 
reason  for  his  moving  to  Austin  was  to  better  educate 
his  children,  four  of  whom  subsequently  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  the  university.  After  the  nursery  busi- 
ness was  established  in  Austin  it  grew  enormously,  and 
Mr.  Eamsey  was  the  mainspring  of  its  development 
until  1908,  when  his  son,  John  Murray  Eamsey,  became 
a  partner  in  it. 

Their  location  was  on  the  south  margin  of  the  range 
of  peaches  of  the  Persian  strain  and  on  the  north 
margin  of  the  south  China  strain,  so  they  had  to  test 
and  grow  a  larger  list  of  peaches  than  is  usually  nec- 
essary. Besides  the  conditions  imposed  by  local  climate, 
Mr.  Eamsey  possesses  a  love  for  securing  and  testing 
any  new  varieties  of  fruits  that  promise  to  be  valuable, 
and  it  is  said  that  he  could  from  memory  name  and 
describe  probably  five  hundred  varieties  of  peaches  and 
three  hundred  of  plums. 

He  has  the  reputation  of  having  secured  and  budded 
more  varieties  of  pecans,  English  or  Persian  walnuts, 
American  persimmons,  Chinese  and  Japanese  jujubes, 
and  various  other  fruits  than  any  one  in  the  United 
States  or  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Eamsey  thought  out  and  discovered  many  new 
methods  in  handling,  growing  and  planting  of  trees  of 
all  kinds.  He  had  a  natural  love  for  the  hardy  wild 
shrubs  and  flowers  of  West  Texas,  and  has  collected, 
tested  and  introduced  many  of  them ;  and  accidental 
hybrids,  and  crosses,  and  new  seedlings  in  the  nursery 
gave  him  some  valuable  and  beautiful  new  trees,  among 
which  is  a  pyramidal  tree  that  looks  like  a  pyramidal 
cypress,  but  came  from  a  seed  of  an  arborvitse,  which 
he  calls  Gracegreen  Hybrid,  and  another  that  he  calls 
Beauty  Green  that  came  from  seed  of  a  horizontal 
cypress  and  has  the  outlines  of  its  mother  tree,  but  in 
its  foliage  shows  it  has  arborvit«  blood. 

Mr.  Eamsey  is  a  member  of  the  noted  Eamsey  family, 
widely  known  not  only  in  Texas  but  elsewhere  in  the 
United  States,  and  its  members  have  been  prominent 
in  the  various  walks  of  life  for  generations.  The  au- 
thentic history  of  the  Eamsey  family  commences  with 
the  invasion  of  England  by  the  Xorman  Conquerer, 
A.  D.  1066.  The  common  ancestor  was  an  officer  in  the 
army  of  William,  and  participated  in  the  decisive  battle 
of  Hastings,  and  from  this  family  all  the  present  Eam- 
seys  and  Eamsays  of  the  British  Empire  and  America 
are  descended.  At  the  same  date  the  Stewart  family 
appears  in  history,  and  the  Stewarts  and  Eamseys  have 
been  closely  related,  having  intermarried  for  many  gen- 
erations. Some  of  the  family  came  over  in  the  May- 
flower, from  whom  probably  came  many  of  the  name 
in  New  England.    Toward  the  close  of  the  seventeenth 


and  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century  quite  a 
number  of  the  family  came  to  Pennsylvania.  These 
sought  religious  freedom  and  were  at  variance  with  the 
established  church.  They  were  known  as  Seceders  and 
Covenanters,  and  the  two  sects  afterwards  uniting 
then  were  known  as  the  United  Presbyterians.  A  few 
years  later  these  were  followed  by  quite  a  number  of 
Eamseys  as  exiles  after  the  defeat  of  the  Stewart  pre- 
tender at  the  battle  of  Culloden.  These  Eamseys,  with 
the  banished  Stewarts,  landed  together  in  Pennsylvania 
about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century.  From  these 
families  probably  descended  the  majority  of  the  Eam- 
seys in  the  United  States  today.  From  Pennsylvania  the 
families  went  south  and  west  and  founded  the  numer- 
ous families  to  which  the  greater  number  of  the  Eam- 
seys belong.  As  to  religion  most  of  the  Eamseys  in  the 
north  are  Presbyterians  and  in  the  South  all  sects  are 
represented.  The  Eamsey  and  Eamsay  families  have 
organized  the  Eamsaey  Family  Association  of  Texas, 
and  the  Eamsaey  Family  Association  of  the  United 
States,  and  Mi.  Frank  T.  Eamsey  has  participated  in 
the  annual  meetings,  and  a  portion  of  his  address  at  one 
of  these  family  conventions  in  which  he  spoke  of  the 
tendencies  of  inheritance  deserves  a  brief  quotation: 
"But  we  inherit  the  traits  and  desires  of  a  hundred 
generations  of  forefathers  and  foremothers.  Seven  hun- 
dred years  ago  unselfishness  was  hardly  understood.  A 
certain  percent  or  ratio  of  our  minds  are  influenced 
by  those  generations.  The  tendencies  we  inherit  are 
closely  related  to  instinct.  Psychologists  may  keep  on 
saying  that  only  animals  have  instincts,  but  I  notice  the 
average  American  boy  wants  to  go  West  if  his  mother 
did  before  him,  just  as  naturally  as  the  little  duck  goes 
into  the  water.  The  more  generations  a  trait  or  quality 
has  passed  through,  the  harder  it  is  or  the  longer  it 
takes  to  change  it.  The  Indian  mother  of  fifty  genera- 
tions of  black  eyes  does  not  often  raise  a  family  of  blue- 
eyed  children.  Future  generations  will  inherit  our  traits 
and  desires  whether  they  end  in  fruition  or  disappoint- 
ment. May  we,  of  this  generation,  in  our  hearts,  abhor 
all  things  that  do  not  enhance  the  mind  of  the  citizen. 
May  those  of  the  future  generations  treasure  this  say- 
ing in  their  hearts.  This,  truly,  is  labor  and  sacrifice 
without  hope  of  reward;  the  kind  that  brings  tenfold 
reward,  perfect  happiness. ' ' 

Incidentally  Mr.  Eamsey  is  a  lover  of  beautiful  lan- 
guage and  occasionally  writes  an  article  outside  of 
horticultural  subjects  of  interest  and  sometimes  with  a 
strain  of  exquisite  humor.  The  late  Elizabeth  Ney,  the 
maker  of  statues  of  Stephen  F.  Austin  and  Sam  Hous- 
ton that  stand  in  the  corridor  of  the  Texas  capital  and 
in  the  Hall  of  Fame  at  Washington,  was  passionately 
fond  of  the  flag  of  the  Eepublic  of  Texas.  When  she 
had  executed  these  commissions,  the  ladies  of  Austin, 
led  by  Mrs.  A.  C.  Goeth  and  Mrs.  Johanna  Bunge,  of 
Austin  and  Galveston,  presented  her  a  large  silk  flag 
and  had  Mr.  Eamsey  write  the  presentation,  which  was 
read  by  his  daughter,  Jessie  (now  Mrs.  E.  V.  Murray), 
and  is  said  to  be  the  only  occasion  on  which  Miss  Ney 
was  ever  known  to  have  shed  tears. 

The  lines  as  they  appeared  in  the  Austin  Statesman 
at  the  time  are  given  below.  Mr.  Eamsey 's  innate  love 
of  schools  and  learning  made  him  place  on  a  par  with 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  the  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Texas  when  refused  the  public 
free  schools  by  the  Mexican  government,  in  which  ap- 
peared this  seiiti'ini':  ■•Any  ]^(i\  n  iiiiient  that  fails  to 
provide  free  s.]i,,m|.  r,,r  tli,.  ,.|ih:,ti,in  of  the  chUdren 
of  its  citizens  is  nnwoi  i  li\  ni  Mn  liviilty  of  those  citi- 
zens, and  will  ijni'iicr  m-  later  Tail  in  ilecay."  Hence  the 
expression  "for  principles  grander  than  ever  before.'' 

"We,  daughters  of  Texas,  love  Texas  and  Texans, 
And  the  chief  of  our  joys  is  to  honor  the  men 

Who  laid  down  their  lives  on  Liberty's  altar, 
Let  the  story  be  told  again  and  again, 
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For  principles  grander  than  ever  before 
Declared  or  defended  by  freemen  or  king; 

For  right  and  for  Texas  their  weapons  they  bore — 
The  best  of  our  songs  for  them  we  will  sing. 

"We  fain  would  make  Texans  grow  kinder  and  nobler, 

When  the  Alamo-Goliad  stories  they  hear; 
Grow  fonder  of  freedom  and  truer  to  Texas — 

Shall  our  story  strike  faintly  posterity's  ear? 
Your  marble  will  last  when  our  songs  are  forgotten, 

When  our  lips  are  all  stilled  and  the  ink  has  grown 
pale, 
Your  marble  will  prompt  the  child  as  he  gazes 

To  ask  of  his  mother  .to  tell  him  the  tale. 

"We  give  you  this  flag  as  a  sign  that  we  love  you, 

For  the  work  you  have  done  for  history  and  art ; 
You  will  know  when  it  waves  triumphant  above  you 

We  rejoice  in  its  waving  with  a  patriot's  heart. 
Because  you  love  Texas,  we  love  you  the  better — 

Wave,    wave,    the   Lone    Star — wave,    red,    white    and 
blue; 
Wave  emblem  of  freedom,  wave,  flag  of  our  fathers, 

Wave,  flag  of  our  Texas,  forever  for  you. ' ' 

John  Preston,  M.  D.  Placed  at  the  head  of  a  great 
state  charitable  institution,  carrying  the  responsibility 
for  the  welfare  of  hundreds  of  unfortunates  whose  rea- 
son has  been  shattered,  and  imbued  with  an  earnest 
desire  to  restore  his  charges  to  health  and  friends,  Dr. 
John  Preston,  superintendent  of  the  Texas  State  Lunatic 
Asylum,  is  carrying  on  a  work  that  entitles  him  to 
recognition,  not  alone  among  the  members  of  the  medical 
profession,  but  by  the  general  public  of  the  state  in 
which  he  has  labored  so  long  and  faithfully. 

Doctor  Preston  comes  of  a  family  which  was  founded 
in  America  prior  to  the  Eevolutionary  War,  in  which 
his  great-grandfather,  William  Preston,  of  Virginia, 
took  a  prominent  part  as  captain  of  a  company  of 
patriot  volunteers.  On  his  mother's  side  he  belongs 
to  the  Rhea  family,  of  Tennessee,  whose  members  were 
for  many  years  important  factors  in  the  development 
of  that  state,  where  Rhea  county  is  named  in  their 
honor.  James  T.  Preston,  the  father  of  Doctor  Preston, 
was  born  in  Washington  county,  Virginia,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  a  prominent  attorney  of  the  Old 
Dominion  state,  dying  there  is  18S4.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Confederate  army, 
and  served  valiantly  throughout  that  struggle,  holding 
the  rank  of  colonel.  He  married  Miss  Fanny  Ehea,  of 
Tennessee,  who  passed  away  in  1888. 

John  Preston  received  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  place,  in  Washington 
county,  Virginia,  where  he  was  born  July  12,  1851,  and 
subsequently  became  a  student  in  Georgtown  University, 
Washington,  D.  C.  Following  this  he  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  Virginia,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1872, 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  this  was 
supplemented  by  a  course  in  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical 
College,  New  York  City,  where  he  graduated  in  1873. 
He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Washington 
county  in  1873,  and  in  1878  came  to  Texas,  locating  at 
Seguin,  Guadalupe  county,  where  he  remained  until 
1887.  At  that  time  he  was  appointed  first  assistant 
physician  of  the  Texas  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  Austin, 
but  resigned  in  1890  and  located  in  San  Antonio,  where 
he  resumed  the  general  practice  of  his  profession,  but 
at  the  end  of  four  months  was  offered,  by  Governor 
Hogg,  and  accepted,  the  position  of  superintendent  of 
the  North  Texas  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  at  Terrell, 
Texas,  where  he  remained  in  charge  for  four  years.  In 
1895  Doctor  Preston  located  at  Lockhart,  Texas,  in  the 
general  practice  of  medicine,  continuing  there  until 
1903,  when  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Lanham 
superintendent  of  the  Texas  State  Epileptic  Colony,  at 
Abilene,  Texas.    He  established  this  colony  and  was  re- 


appointed by  Governor  Campbell,  continuing  as  super- 
intendent for  five  and  one-half  years.  On  January  15, 
1909,  Goveror  Campbell  appointed  him  superintendent 
of  the  Texas  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  Austin,  and  he 
was  reappointed  by  Governor  Colquitt,  the  present  gov- 
ernor, when  he  took  ofiiee.  Here  he  lias  1,500  patients 
under  his  care.  Doctor  Preston  is  recognized  through- 
out the  medical  fraternity  of  the  Southwest  as  an  au- 
thority on  nervous  and  mental  diseases.  Those  who 
have  conversed  with  him  upon  his  specialty  in  the  sci- 
ence of  medicine  realize  how  devoted  he  is  to  the  study 
of  the  human,  both  in  its  normal  and  abnormal  condi- 
tions. A  broad  investigator,  he  is  constantly  striving 
to  discover  and  put  into  practical  use  new  means  and 
methods  of  successfully  treating  the  mental  ills  of  those 
upon  whose  reason  a  cloud  has  fallen,  and  in  his  chosen 
field  he  has  been  eminently  successful,  the  number  of 
cures  that  have  been  effected  at  the  asylum  being  truly 
remarkable.  Nothing  of  gloom  or  despair  pervades  this 
institution,  but  throughout  each  department  there  exists 
that  spirit  of  helpful  co-operation  among  the  superin- 
tendent, physicians  and  employes  which  makes  for  a  de- 
termined effort  to  seek  and  find  the  best  means  of  aid- 
ing in  the  restoration  of  impaired  reason.  Doctor  Pres- 
ton is  a  Master  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Pretorians, 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  the  Austin  Press  Club. 
In  1879  Doctor  Preston  was  married  to  Miss  Annie 
Lewis  White,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  John  P.  White,  who 
was  one  of  the  three  original  members  and  presiding 
justice  of  the  Court  of  Civil  Appeals  of  Texas,  and 
chief  justice  of  that  court.  Seven  children  have  been 
born  to  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Preston,  namely:  Walter  W., 
who  is  chief  accountant  of  the  firm  of  W.  H.  Richard- 
son &  Company,  of  Austin;  Dr.  John  L.,  a  successful 
dental  practitioner  with  offices  at  Forney,  Texas;  James 
E.,  who  is  connected  with  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Rail- 
road, in  the  main  oifice  at  New  York  City;  Fanny 
Ehea,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Texas,  and  now 
a  teacher  in  the  high  school  at  Marble  Falls,  Texas; 
Eobert  W.,  who  is  accountant  for  the  wholesale  grocery 
firm  of  H.  O.  Wooten  Company,  at  Abilene.  Texas;  and 
Annie  Lewis  and  Margaret  Lynn,  who  reside  with  their 
parents.  The  pleasant  home  of  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Pres- 
ton is  located  at  No.  4110  Guadelupe  street. 

William  J.  McInttbe.  One  of  the  men  of  real  busi- 
ness leadership  in  West  Texas  is  William  J.  Mclntyre, 
owner  lit  t)iiiiis:inils  of  acres  of  land  in  Brewster  county 
anil  \  h  iiiiiy.  tlic  lirail  of  a  large  freighting  establishment 
at  .Miiiwtliiui.  :nia  occupying  a  place  of  such  influence 
in  his  viciuity  that  it  is  proper  to  say  that  where  he 
leads  others  follow. 

William  J.  Mclntyre  was  born  in  Rankin  county, 
Mississippi,  on  November  5,  1860,  and  spent  the  first 
twenty-two  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  state.  He 
then  moved  into  Texas,  first  locating  in  Wilson  county, 
where  he  made  his  home  for  about  twelve  years  and  fol- 
lowed ranching  and  merchandise.  In  1893  he  came 
further  west  to  Brewster  county,  and  has  built  up  a 
large  business  as  a  rancher  and  cattleman  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  He  owns  a  splendid  ranch,  and  con- 
tinued actively  in  the  live  stock  industry  until  1910, 
at  which  time  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  two  sons 
and  bought  his  present  general  merchandise  store  at 
Marathon.  Under  the  firm  name  of  W.  J.  Mclntyre  & 
Son,  they  handle  a  full  line  of  general  merchandise, 
both  wholesale  and  retail,  and  supply  a  patronage  over 
a  broad  extent  of  country  surrounding  Marathon.  Be- 
sides his  interests  in  mercantile  business  and  his  ex- 
tensive realty  holding,  Mr.  Mclntyre  is  also  vice 
president  of  the  Marathon  State  Bank.  Mr.  Mclntyre 
has  always  depended  upon  his  own  ability  and  exertions 
to  get  what  he  wanted  in  life  and,  after  leaving  the 
public  schools  of  Mississippi,  where  he  obtained  most 
of  his  education,  he  has  made  his  own  way  and  never 
troubled  any  man  for  his  help  or  influence.    Most  of  his 
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has  come  through  farming  and  ranching,  and 
he  is  ivithal  a  very  shrewd  and  energetic  business  man. 
In  Lavaca  county,  Texas,  on  January  9,  1884,  Mr. 
Mclntyre  married  Virginia  Griffith,  daughter  of  L.  M. 
Griffith,  of  Lavaca  county.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  their  marriage,  two  sons  and  one  daughter, 
namely:  Vernon,  who  is  associated  with  his  father  in 
business,  and  is  assistant  cashier  of  the  Marathon  State 
Bank;  Wells,  also  in  the  mercantile  firm,  and  Gesna, 
now  a  student  in  school  at  Austin.  The  son  Vernon  is 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  and  before  entering 
business  was  a  student  at  the  State  University,  where 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Phi  Delta  Theta  College  Fra- 
ternity. Mr.  Mclntyre  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  she  takes  very  active  part  in  the 
women 's  organizations  of  the  church.  Mr.  Mclntyre 
is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order  and  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World.  He  is  a  Democrat,  though  not  a  party 
man.  He  has  given  his  share  of  service  to  the  welfare 
of  the  conmiunity  and  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Alpine  school  board  for  a  time,  and  acted  as  president 
during  that  period.  About  once  a  year  or  oftener,  Mr. 
Mclntyre  enjoys  a  hunting  trip,  and  is  also  interested 
in  many  of  the  other  amusements  and  entertainments 
and  social  joys  of  life. 

August  B.  Palm,  whose  name  has  long  been  identified 
with  Austin  and  the  Lone  Star  state,  won  fame  in  the 
business  world  of  Texas  as  a  planter,  a  pursuit  from 
which  he  retired  but  a  few  years  ago.  But  especially 
is  he  to  be  mentioned  in  this  historical  and  biographical 
work  because  of  the  excellency  of  his  services  to  the  state 
and  nation  during  the  reconstruction  period  following 
the  Civil  war.  No  man  in  Austin  displayed  a  finer 
spirit  or  one  better  calculated  to  bridge  with  kindly 
thought  the  great  gulf  that  divided  the  northern  and 
southern  parts  of  our  country  at  that  time  than  did 
August  B.  Palm,  and  that  credit  should  be  awarded  where 
credit  is  so  manifestly  due  is  wholly  in  accord  with  the 
spirit   and   purpose   of   this   work. 

August  B.  Palm  was  born  in  Besthult,  Sweden,  August 
19,  1834,  a  sou  of  Andrew  Palm,  a  civil  engineer  in  the 
King's  service.  Bringing  his  family  with  him,  Andrew 
Palm  came  to  Fort  Bend  county,  Texas,  in  1848,  but 
soon  after  the  immigration  of  this  family  to  America 
the  father  died.  Not  long  afterward  August  B.  Palm 
came  to  Avistin.  He  was  one  of  six  brothers,  three  of 
whom  are  now  deceased,  the  other  two  surviving  sons 
Vjeing  Andrew  Jackson  and  William  Swante  Palm.  John, 
Carl  and  Henry  Palm  are  the  three  who  have  passed 
away.  All  of  these  six  sons  with  the  exception  of  Henry 
served  throughout  the  Civil  war  in  the  Confederate 
service. 

August  B.  Palm  received  his  educational  training  to 
the  age  of  fourteen  in  private  schools  in  Sweden,  and 
after  coming  to  Texas  attended  the  State  Military  Col- 
lege at  Eeutersville,  at  that  time  under  the  principalship 
of  Colonel  Forshay.  When  the  war  came  on  he  promptly 
enlisted  with  his  brothers  and  served  throughout  the 
conflict. 

Then  it  was  that  the  fine  enthusiasm  and  splendid 
spirit  of  the  man  shown  forth  the  brightest.  The  war 
had  so  crippled  the  state  that  Morgan  Hamilton,  state 
comptroller,  announced  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
close  the  State  Institution  for  the  Blind  and  the  Insane 
Asylum,  owing  to  the  total  lack  of  any  funds  wherewith 
to  carry  on  the  work,  his  plan  being  to  send  all  inmates 
back  to  the  homes  from  which  they  came.  Mr.  Palm  was 
then  engaged  in  the  mercantile  Imsincss  in  Austin,  and 
he  promptly  came  to  the  front  with  an  offer  to  supply 
all  the  needs  of  the  two  institutions  in  the  way  of  sup- 
plies, but  it  developed  that  without  $.50,000  to  pay  the  sal- 
aries of  officials  and  attendants  the  places  could  not  be 
kept  up.  Here  again  did  Mr.  Palm  step  into  the  breach, 
and  wiring  to  his  first  cousins,  the  Swensons  of  New 
York  City,  he  asked  for  $50,000.     They  sent  the  money 


without  a  question,  the  sum  total  coming  in  checks  signed 
by  the  Swensons,  ranging  in  size  from  fifty  cents  to  fifty 
dollars,  and  payable  in  gold.  Mr.  Palm  deposited  the 
check  book  with  the  state  treasurer,  Samuel  Harris,  with 
instructions  that  it  be  used  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
asylums  for  the  blind  and  insane  only.  One  year  later, 
the  treasury  being  in  somewhat  better  shape,  the  loan 
was  returned  to  Mr.  Palm,  but  instead  of  in  gold  the 
payment  was  made  in  United  States  currency,  a  circum- 
stance that  caused  a  heavy  loss  to  the  benefactor  of  the 
public,  because  of  the  fact  that  currency  at  that  time 
was  worth  only  seventy-two  cents  on  the  dollar.  However, 
Mr.  Palm,  like  the  true  sportsman  that  he  has  ever  shown 
himself  to  be,  pocketed  his  loss  without  protest,  feeling 
amply  repaid  in  the  knowledge  that  he  had  been  the 
means  of  helping  a  class  of  people  utterly  without 
means  of  helping  themselves  in  any  way  and  at  all  times 
at  the  mercy  of  the  public. 

Early  in  the  conflict  which  raged  between  the  North 
and  the  South  Mr.  Palm  joined  the  Confederate  service, 
becoming  a  member  of  Fred  Moore 's  Company,  Flornoy  's 
Regiment,  and  was  detailed  to  furnish  supplies.  When 
Galveston  was  demanded  to  surrender  he  joined  his  com- 
pany at  Virginia  Point,  across  the  bay,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  was  ordered  to  go  up  into  the  country  for 
supplies.  He  labored  valiantly  in  the  cause  which  he 
espoused,  and  endured  the  untold  hardships  of  the 
struggle. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  many  men  of  prominence  in 
Texas,  and  especially  in  Austin,  left  the  state,  taking 
refuge  in  Mexico,  fearing  imprisonment.  But  Mr.  Palm 
was  not  of  these.  Though  he  had  been  an  ardent  Seces- 
sionist and  had  fought  with  valor  throughout  the  war, 
when  the  struggle  was  finally  ended  he  placed  himself 
strongly  upon  the  side  of  the  Union  and  thereafter  ap- 
plied his  every  energy  to  the  business  of  reconstructing 
a  new  South.  Among  those  men  who  felt  that  it  would 
be  the  better  part  of  valor  to  leave  Texas  was  Captain 
W.  H.  D.  Carrington,  but  Mr.  Palm,  who  was  the  warm 
personal  friend  of  General  Reynolds,  secured  from  the 
latter  a  permit  that  released  Captain  Carrington  from 
the  possibility  of  apprehension,  so  that  he  was  able  to 
remain  in  Austin,  and  thereafter  he  joined  Mr.  Palm 
to  a  large  extent  in  the  worthy  work  of  the  period. 

Mr.  Palm  also  did  much  to  promote  a  friendly  feeling 
iu  the  city  toward  the  officials  of  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment. One  instance  was  that  of  a  banquet  given  in 
his  home  to  the  United  States  officers  and  their  families. 
No  effort  was  spared  to  make  the  function  an  agreeable 
and  pleasant  one,  and  though  feeling  against  the  officials 
ran  high  in  the  city,  all  who  were  invited  to  the  ban- 
quet accepted,  recognizing  in  Mr.  Palm's  action  an 
honest  attempt  to  smooth  out  the  situation  in  some  de- 
i;ree.  In  this  admirable  spirit  did  this  patriot  continue 
Ills  work  of  establishing  feelings  of  friendliness  toward 
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resident,  were  other  early  settlers  of  Texas.  Gustave 
came  over  with  his  brother  Andrew,  the  father  of  August 
B.  Palm,  Swante  having  arrived  a  few  years  prior  to  that 
time.  All  were  prominent  in  early  Texas  affairs,  and 
their  families  are  still  justly  recorded  as  among  the 
First  Families  of  Texas. 

August  B.  Palm  was  the  first  man  to  plant  cotton  in 
Williamson  county,  Texas,  and  he  erected  the  first  cot- 
ton gin,  on  his  seven  hundred  acre  farm.  To-day  Wil- 
liamson is  the  banner  county  of  the  state  in  its  produc- 
tion of  cotton,  and  Mr.  Palm  was  known  for  years  as 
one  of  the  most  extensive  planters  within  its  borders. 
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He  retired  from  the  business  in  1908,  and  has  since  de- 
voted himself  to  other  interests  in  that  city  that  has  long 
been  the  center  of  his  activities  in  a  public  way. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  1861,  Mr.  Palm  married  Miss 
Adela  Belle  Atwood,  of  Travis  county,  Texas.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  W.  ^V.  Atwood,  who  came  from  Bolivar, 
Tennessee,  to  Texas  in  the  year  1838,  and  was  long  iden_ 
tified  with  the  affairs  of  Travis  county.  The  children  of 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Palm  are  as  follows:  Eufus  Atwood,  a 
well  known  farmer  and  stockman;  Mary  Josephine; 
Adela  Belle,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Henry  L.  Hilgartner  of  Aus- 
tin Texas-  and  Irene,  wife  of  Captain  L.  S.  Morey,  of 
the'  United  States  army,  now  in  the  Philippines. 

Heket  J.  Laas.  Few  men  in  Colorado  county  have 
a  more  substantial  place  or  exercise  stronger  influence 
on  local  affairs  than  Henry  J.  Laas.  For  a  number  of 
vears  he  has  served  as  county  tax  assessor.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a  splendid  farm  estate,  comprising  more  than 
one  thousand  acres  of  land,  is  a  baiJ^er  with  stock  m 
several  financial  concerns  m  this  section  of  the  state, 
has  done  much  development  work  on  his  own  account 
and  in  co-operation  with  others,  and  his  energy  and 
enterprise  can  always  be  counted  upon  in  assisting  the 
forward  movement  in  Colorado  county. 

Henry  J  Laas  was  born  near  Sublime,  in  Lavaca 
county,  Texas,  August  22,  1872.  His  parents  were  C 
J.  and  Emma  (Pelser)  Laas.  His  father,  who  ,^as 
born  in  Germany,  was  four  years  of  age  when  the 
grandfather  brought  his  family  across  the  ocean  and 
landed  at  Galveston,  finding  their  first  home  at  Cat 
Springs,  in  Austin  county,  and  after  several  years 
moving  to  Lavaca  county.  The  mother  was  a  native  ot 
Texas  In  Lavaca  county,  C.  J.  Laas  grew  to  man 
hood,  and  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out  enlisted  m 
Company  H  of  Cavalry,  Bates'  Eegiment,  and  after- 
wards served  in  Brown's  Eegiment,  in  the  cause  of  the 
South  in  the  Brigade  of  the  famous  Tom  Green.  He 
saw  niuch  hard  and  dangerous  service  in  Mexico  and 
later  in  Louisiana,  especially  in  the  campaign^  mclud- 
in<^  the  bloody  battles  of  Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill,  1  el- 
low  Bavou,  and  other  engagements.  His  service  as  a 
soldier  'in  the  uniform  of  gray  continued  nearly  four 
years  He  returned  to  Lavaca  county  in  the  year  1865 
and  was  married  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  to  Miss 
Enuna  Pelzer.  He  then  turned  his  energies  to  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising.  He  soon  afterwards,  m  the  year 
1873,  moved  to  Colorado  county  and  bought  a  large 
tract  of  land  near  Oakland,  where  he  died.  One^thou- 
sand  acres  of  that  land  is  now  owned  by  his  son  Henry. 
The  father  was  a  man  of  great  energy,  very  public 
spirited,  and  through  his  enterprise  was  a  public  bene- 
factor. For  many  years  he  owned  and  operated  a  saw 
and  grist  mill,  and  also  a  public  gin.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1904.  Besides  being  commercially  active,  he 
took  much  interest  in  the  German  Lutheran  Church  of 
which  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members,  and  they 
contributed  liberallv  of  their  means  to  its  support. 
Through  the  liberality  of  himself  and  two  other  plant- 
ers of  that  neighborhood,  a  church  of  the  German 
Lutheran  faith  was  erected.  Jlrs.  Emma  Laas,  the 
mother,  died  when  her  son  Henry  was  a  baby.  The 
father  later  married  Catherine  Brune,  who  is  still  living. 
Henry  J.  Laas  was  one  of  two  children.  His  brother 
Charles  lives  nt  Skidmore.  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  and  in  farming.  There  are  three 
half-brothers,  Chris,  August,  and  Louis,  and  a  half- 
sister,  Minnie. 

During  the  boyhood  of  Henry  J.  Laas,  he  lived  at 
home  on  the  farm,  attended  the  local  schools,  and  had 
the  opportunities  and  advantages  of  a  school  at  San 
\iitoiiio.  When  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age  he  started 
out  working  for  himself,  securing  a  clerkship  in  a  store 
at  Weimar.  After  one  year  he  returned  here  and  spent 
two  years  assisting  his  father. 

On   January   3,   1893,  Mr.   Laas   married   Miss   Clara 


Buske,  a  native  of  Texas,  and  a  daughter  of  C.  Buske, 
wJio  was  born  in  Germany  and  was  one  of  the  German 
settlers  of  Texas.  Mr.  Buske  operated  a  public  gin  and 
a  miU  for  many  years  and  is  now  living  a  retired  life. 
Following  his  marriage,  Mr.  Laas  engaged  in  farming 
for  one  year  and  then  entered  merchandising  at  Weimar, 
where  he  did  a  large  and  successful  business  up  to  1900, 
in  which  year  came  his  first  election  to  his  present 
oflice  of  tax  assessor  of  Colorado  county.  By  repeated 
elections  since  then,  in  which  the  people  have  shown 
their  confidence  in  his  integrity  and  official  ability,  he 
has  remained  in  that  office  to  the  present  time.  During 
his  residence  in  Weimar  he  served  as  a  member  and 
secretary  of  the  city  couneU,  resigning  that  place  when 
elected  assessor.  As  a  Democrat  he  has  always  been  a 
willing  worker  for  the  welfare  of  his  party,  and  has 
served  as  chairman  of  the  county  and  of  other  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laas  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Olga. 
All  the  family  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church.  Since  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  Mr. 
Laas  has  held  membership  in  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  has  held  all  the  chairs  in  his  local 
lodge,  and  several  times  has  been  a  delegate  to  the 
Grand  Lodge.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Knights 
of  Pj'thias,  having  held  all  the  chairs  in  that  order. 
His  other  affiliations  include  the  Woodmen  of  the  World, 
the  Sons  of  Hermann,  the  Pretorians,  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America,  and  at  the  present  time  he  is  taking 
the  preliminary  degrees  in  Masonry. 

Mr.  Laas  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  First  State 
Bank  of  Columbus,  and,  besides  his  extensive  land  in- 
terests in  Colorado  county  and  city  and  town  real  estate, 
he  owns  stock  in  the  State  Bank  of  Garwood  and  Eock 
Island.  He  has  interests  in  several  bonding  companies, 
and  is  easUy  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
men  of  Colorado  county.  Mrs.  Laas  is  a  member  of 
the  Civic  and  other  local  clubs  and  takes  much  part 
in  church  affairs,  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  mission 
and  aid  societies.  Their  daughter  Olga  is  a  member  of 
Shropshire-Upton  Chapter  of  the  United  Daughters  of 
the  Confederacy,  a  worker  in  the  Sunday  school  and 
church,  and  quite  a  distinguished  musician,  having  studied 
several  years  in  the  conservatories  of  the  South. 

Charles  Low.  Forty  years  a  resident  of  Texas, 
Charles  Low  has  had  a  varied  career  of  activity,  begin- 
ning as  a  cowboy,  later  as  an  independent  cattle  man, 
from  that  branching  out  into  commercial  activities,  and 
about  a  year  ago  retired  from  business  as  a  manufacturer 
at  Brownwood  to  take  up  the  management  of  his  ranch 
near  that  city. 

Charles  Low  was  born  in  Forfarshire,  Scotland,  Sep- 
tember 11,  1866,  the  only  son  and  child  of  Eobert  and 
Mary  (Boll)  Low.  His  father,  who  learned  the  trade  of 
machinist  in  his  native  land,  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  soon  after  the  birth  of  his  son,  and  for  a  time 
was  emploved  in  the  Grant  Locomotive  Works  at  Pater- 
son,  New  Jersey.  In  187-t  he  became  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  Brownwood,  Texas,  bought  land, 
and  has  since  been  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock  raising.  Eobert  Low  has  been  content  to  devote 
his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  private  interests,  and 
has  never  sought  nor  cared  for  public  office.  He  is 
inclined  to  support  Democratic  candidates,  but  is  very 
independent,  and  being  well  posted  upon  current  events 
uses  his  discretion  in  voting,  the  man  in  his  estimation 
always  coming  before  the  party. 

Eio-ht  years  of  age  when  the  family  moved  to  Brown- 
wood, Charles  Low  finished  in  the  local  schools  the  edu- 
cation which  had  begun  in  New  Jersey.  His  independent 
career  began  in  bovhood.  in  riding  the  old  range  as  a 
cowbov,  and  fullv  ten  years  were  spent  in  the  saddle, 
though  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  had  invested  a  smaU 
capital    and   taken   up   the   cattle   business   on   his   own 
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account.  His  capacity  and  energy  for  hard  work,  a 
genial  disposition,  and  a  thorough  business  integrity  has 
been  his  distinctive  qualities  from  young  manhood  to  the 
present.  After  four  years  as  a  cattle  man,  Mr.  Low  sold 
his  interests  and  moved  to  San  Antonio  to  engage  in 
business,  and  subsequently  was  located  at  both  Fort  Worth 
and  Ballinger.  Eeturning  to  Brownwood  in  1905,  Mr.  Low 
organized  the  Alamo  Manufacturing  Company,  and  was 
its  president,  active  manager  and  largest  stodihokler  until 
he  sold  out  on  July  1,  1913,  and  moved  to  his  ranch  four 
miles  from  Brownwood.  The  Alamo  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany at  the  beginning  was  a  modest  bottling  establish- 
ment. In  1907  it  began  to  manufacture  ice  cream,  and 
two  years  later  a  creamery  was  established.  It  has  been 
one  of  the  chief  local  industries  of  the  city  of  Brovra- 
wood.  While  looking  after  the  interests  of  the  manufac- 
turing plant,  Mr.  Low  also  conducted  his  fine  dairy  farm 
in  Brown  county,  where  he  makes  a  specialty  of  breeding 
dairy  cows.  A  lover  of  the  hunt,  his  hobby  is  the  raising 
of  bird  dogs,  and  he  is  widely  reiofrnized  as  a  fancier  in 
that  line.  An  alert,  active,  ener;;ctic  citizen,  thoroughly 
alive  to  every  opportunity  that  presents  itself  and  a 
staneii  supporter  of  progress  in  its  every  form,  he  has 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  welfare  of  his 
adopted  community.  Since  the  organization  of  the  local 
lodge  of  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose  he  has  been  a  valued 
and  popular  member  of  that  order. 

Mr.  Low-  was  married  in  1888  to  Miss  Willie  McMahan, 
of  Williamson  county,  Texas.  Her  father,  W.  L.  Mc- 
Mahan, was  a  pioneer  and  an  old  Indian  fighter  of  the 
Lone  Star  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  l^ow  have  eight  children, 
as  follows:  Bob,  successfully  enn.-ii;i^d  in  irrigated  farm- 
ing in  Brown  county;  William,  a  college  student;  Mary, 
the  wife  of  C.  L.  Pouneey  of  Dallas;  Annie,  in  the 
Brownwood  high  school ;  and  Nat,  Jack,  Nellie  and  Ger- 
trude, in  public  school. 

Ignatius  Geokge  Gaal.  His  position  as  superintend- 
ent of  the  County  Hospital  at  El  Paso,  which  he  has 
held  since  1899,  is  only  one  of  many  relations  of  interest 
and  value  which  Ignatius  G.  Gaal  sustains  to  West 
Texas,  and  particularly  El  Paso  county.  He  is  one  of 
the  real  pioneers  of  that  district,  having  located  there 
before  the  advent  of  railroads,  and  his  own  life  story  is 
an  important  chapter  in  the  local  history  of  that  part 
of  Texas. 

Mr.  Gaal  was  born  at  Somolnok,  in  the  Department 
of  Sepeshi  Varas,  Hungary,  .July  13,  1847.  His  parents 
were  Frank  and  Elizabeth  Gaal,  his  father  a  tanner  by 
trade.  His  early  training  for  life  was  unusually  varied 
and  efficient.  For  a  time  he  studied  medicine  under  Dr. 
Jacob  Heidel,  who  was  later  one  of  the  able  corps  in 
the  General  Hospital  at  Vienna.  His  commercial  ex- 
perience included  work  in  general  merchandising  and 
in  the  drug  trade,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  in  ISfiS, 
he  came  to  America.  A  short  time  was  spent  in  New 
York  looking  for  work,  and  from  there  he  went  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  for  some  six  months  was  employed 
in  a  furniture  factory.  Having  acquired  considerable 
familiarity  with  the  English  language,  he  then  bought 
a  wagon  and  team  and  began  selling  goods  as  a  peddler 
over  Northern  Ohio.  With  a  Mr.  White  as  partner,  he 
was  for  several  years  head  of  the  firm  of  Gaal  &  Com- 
pany, wholesale  liquor  dealers  in  Cleveland. 

The  career  of  Mr.  Gaal  has  led  him  into  many  states 
and  sections  of  America,  and  in  1869  he  became  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Washington  county,  in  Northern  Kansas, 
locating  in  the  valley  of  the  Little  Blue  when  there 
were  very  few  neighbors  in  that  region.  While  in  that 
section  of  Kansas  he  helped  to  lay  out  the  town  of 
Hanover  and  part  of  the  town  of  Waterville.  After  two 
years  of  residence  in  Kansas,  he  went  to  St.  Louis  in 
1871,  and  later  in  the  same  year  set  out  for  California. 
After  a  brief  residence  in  San  Francisco,  he  located  at 
Sacramento  and  became  connected  with  the  Central  Pa- 
cific Railway,  now  a  part  of  the  Southern  Pacific  system. 
Mr.  Gaal  acquired  large  and  valuable  real  estate"  inter- 


ests in  the  vicinity  of  Sacramento  and  Humboldt  county 
and  continued  to  prosper  as  a  resident  of  the  Pacific 
coast  until  1880. 

It  was  in  1880  that  Mr.  Gaal  first  became  identified 
with  West  Texas  and  with  the  vicinity  of  El  Paso. 
El  Paso  as  a  city  had  not  yet  begun.  The  village  of 
Franklin  was  all  there  was  to  distinguish  the  locality. 
The  Southern  Pacific  Kailway  had  not  yet  been  com- 
pleted to  the  town,  but  was  finished  in  1881.  On  coming 
to  West  Texas,  Mr.  Gaal  bought  (5,000  acres  of  land  in 
El  Paso  county,  but  first  gave  little  attention  to  its 
management  or  development,  and  lived  in  town  and  had 
charge  of  the  construction  work  on  the  Southern  Pacific 
ear  shops  untU  the  shops  were  completed.  For  about  a 
year  he  managed  the  furniture  store  of  Robinson  &  Car- 
rico,  on  San  Antonio  street,  and  thus  became  identified 
with  some  of  the  very  earliest  enterprises  of  the  pres- 
ent city  of  El  Paso.  At  that  time  the  county  seat  of 
El  Paso  county  was  Ysleta,  and  in  the  summer  of  1883 
Mr.  Gaal  bought  some  property  in  that  town  and  estab- 
lished a  general  store  there.  It  was  the  largest  town 
in  El  Paso  county,  and  largely  due  to  the  commercial 
leadership  and  the  civic  enterprise  of  Mr.  Gaal  it  de- 
veloped into  a  city,  and  he  was  instrumental  in  chang- 
ing its  public  free  school  into  an  independent  free 
school  district.  With  the  prospering  of  his  business,  he 
extended  his  operations  to  include  general  contracting 
for  the  Southern  Pacific  RaUway.  He  sold  the  com- 
pany thousands  of  cords  of  wood,  and  besides  a  good 
deal  of  work  along  the  Rio  Grande  River  in  protecting 
the  road  from  wash-outs,  he  built  twenty-one  miles  of 
railroad  tracks  when  the  line  was  changed  from  the 
river  valley  to  the  foot  hills. 

Mr.  Gaal  is  a  veteran  whose  reminiscences  cover  every 
detail  of  the  early  political  life  of  El  Paso  county.  He 
first  entered  actively  into  politics  when  it  was  proposed 
to  move  the  county  seat  from  Ysleta  to  El  Paso,  and 
naturally  enlisted  himself  with  all  his  energy  and  en- 
thusiasm to  keep  the  seat  of  justice  at  his  home  town. 
The  ensuing  election,  however,  resulted  in  the  removal 
of  the  court  house  to  El  Paso  in  1885.  Mr.  Gaal,  on 
locating  in  Ysleta  in  1SS3,  found  that  his  position  in 
politics  was  practically  unique.  A  Republican,  he  was 
able  to  find  only  one  other  citizen  of  his  political  faith 
in  the  town.  That  was  a  Mexican  named  Pablo  Ro- 
mero, who  confessed  to  Republican  principles,  but  was 
afraid  of  his  life  if  his  politics  should  become  a  part 
of  public  knowledge.  Mr.  Gaal  has  always  been  a  man 
of  convictions  and  did  not  allow  considerations  of  per- 
sonal danger  or  partisan  prejudice  to  influence  him,  and 
for  several  years  was  active  in  promulgating  and  spread- 
ing his  political  belief,  and  reformed  a  good  many  Dem- 
ocrats into  Republicans,  and  by  1886  had  a  following  of 
several  hundred  men  of  that  party.  As  a  leader  of  a 
large  section  of  citizenship,  in  1886  Mr.  Gaal's  name 
was  presented  as  candidate  for  county  commissioner  on 
the  Republican  ticket,  and  his  defeat  was  due  to  a  very 
small  majority.  In  1888  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Ysleta 
and  county  commissioner  by  a  Republican  majority  of 
six  to  one  over  his  opponent,  and  was  elected  mayor 
again  in  1890  and  also  in  1894. 

It  win  illustrate  some  of  the  vicissitudes  of  early 
political  life  in  that  section  of  Texas  to  recount  what 
has  already  been  published  concerning  Mr.  Gaal's  ad- 
ministration as  mayor  of  Ysleta.  His  last  election  to 
the  office  in  1894  was  in  the  nature  of  a  vindication  of 
his  previous  work.  Mr.  Gaal  was  engaged  on  the  recon- 
struction of  the  Acequia  Madre  irrigation  ditch  of 
Ysleta  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  citizens  of  that 
corporation,  and  as  mayor  of  the  town  had  man}'  men 
in  his  employ.  That  was  in  1890.  In  this  irrigation 
project  a  number  of  people  were  opposed  to  him,  giving 
their  support  to  another  company  who  sought 
to  construct  another  ditch.  The  matter  was  largely 
one  of  politics  rather  than  one  of  engineering  or  busi- 
ness judgment  or  opinion.  The  troubles  between  the 
two    factions   kept   growing   until   they   almost   resulted 
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in  civil  war.  Mr.  Gaal  went  on  regardless  of  personal 
safety,  and  at  one  time  was  barricaded  in  his  own  home 
with  his  family  for  several  hours,  while  his  enemies  fired 
thousands  of  shots,  but  the  siege  was  finally  raised  by 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Gaal.  Out  of  the  turmoil  and  ex- 
citement Mr.  Gaal  came  with  the  complete  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  better  classes  of  citizens,  and  for  his  course 
had  the  indorsement  of  county  officials  and  many  promi- 
nent men.  Many  of  those  who  were  his  bitterest  oppo- 
nents in  those  days  have  since  become  convinced  that 
his  way  was  the  right  way,  and  have  given  him  their 
warm  friendship  and  regard. 

While  his  business  interests  have  always  been  im- 
portant, Mr.  Gaal  has  been  more  or  less  closely  identi- 
fied with  public  affairs  ever  since  coming  to  El  Paso. 
In  1891  he  was  appointed  inspector  and  deputy  collector 
of  customs,  in  charge  of  Ysleta  under  Webster  Flanna- 
gan,  who  was  then  the  chief  collector  of  customs  for  the 
El  Paso  district.  He  held  that  position  until  1895. 
He  also  served  as  president  of  the  school  board  of 
Ysleta  for  seven  years,  and  in  1899  was  chosen  super- 
intendent of  the  County  Hospital  at  El  Paso.  His  ad- 
ministration of  the  hospital  for  fifteen  years  has  been 
one  of  economy  and  efficiency,  and,  while  never  neglect- 
ing his  duty  in  any  way  to  the  inmates,  he  has  regu- 
lated the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  institution  in  such  a  way 
as  to  constitute  the  least  burden  upon  the  taxpayers. 

Outside  of  business  and  pulilic  life,  Mr.  Gaal  is  also 
prominent  in  connection  with  fraternal  affairs.  .Several 
of  his  relations  with  the  older  orders  were  begun  during 
his  residence  in  California.  At  Sacramento  he  joined 
Industrial  Lodge  No.  157,  I.  O.  O.  P.,  and  also  Lodge 
No.  11  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at  Sacramento,  hav- 
ing become  a  member  of  both  lodges  in  1873.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Veteran  Knights  of  Pythias  Asso- 
ciation of  Sacramento.  Since  June  28,  1905,  he  has 
been  a  life  member  of  El  Paso  Lodge  No.  187,  B.  P. 
O.  E.,  and  since  1910  has  had  affiliations  with  El  Paso 
Lodge  No.  289,  T.  P.  B.  He  has  a  position  on  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Pioneer  Society  of  El  Paso, 
and  belongs  to  the  El  Paso  Club  and  the  Cactus  Bowling 
and  Athletic  Club  of  El  Paso. 

On  May  29,  1878,  at  Sacramento,  California,  Mr.  Gaal 
married  Prances  Concordia  America  Eademacher.  She 
was  born  in  Willimantic  (Connecticut).  The  names  of 
their  children  and  brief  record  are  as  follows:  Eose 
Gaal,  born  in  Areata,  Humboldt  county,  California,  on 
Lincoln's  birthday,  February  12,  1879,  died  the  same 
day,  that  date  being  also  the  birthday  of  her  grand- 
father, J.  C.  Eademacher;  Charles  Bismarck  Gaal,  born 
in  Areata,  Humbolt  county,  California,  April  16,  1880; 
Ignatius  George  Gaal,  Jr.,  born  in  El  Paso  on  the  Me- 
Kinley  birthday,  January  29,  1882,  died  August  10, 
1882;  Lillian  Mary  Gaal,  born  at  Ysleta,  El  Paso 
county,  December  16,  1885,  on  the  birthday  of  her 
grandmother,  Maria  Eademacher;  Frank  Felix  Gaal  was 
born  in  Ysleta  January  14,  1888;  George  Washington 
Gaal  was  born  at  Ysleta,  February  22,  1895,  that  being 
the  birthday  of  his  aunt,  Mrs.  B.  Ostendorf. 

Landon  Clat  Chambers.  A  member  of  one  of  the 
leading  families  of  Liberty  and  Southeast  Texas,  Lan- 
don  Clay  Chambers  is  a  nephew  of  Gen.  Thomas  J. 
Chambers,  who  was  the  Alcalde  of  Texas  under  Mexi- 
can rule,  and  the  only  judge  of  a  superior  court  in  this 
province  while  Texas  remained  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  Mexico.  General  Chambers  raised  a  regiment  of  sol- 
diers at  his  own  expense  for  service  in  aid  of  Texas 
independence,  and  equipped  the  regiment  with  two  can- 
non, guns  which  now  stand  at  the  entrace  to  the  eapitol 
in  Austin.  Chambers  county  was  named  for  this  eminent 
Texan. 

I.andon  Clay  Chambers,  who  was  born  at  Culpepper 
Court  House,  Virginia,  June  6,  1842,  is  a  son  of  Landon 
G.  Chambers,  an  educator  who  was  bom  in  Culpepper 
county  about  1785  and  died  in  1853.  His  father,  an  Eng- 


lishman, was  the  founder  of  the  A'irginia  family  of  the 
name  and  among  his  nineteen  children  was  Gen.  Thomas 
J.  Chambers  above  mentioned.  Landon  G.  Chambers 
married  Mary  G.  AUen,  a  daughter  of  William  G.  Allen, 
a  Virginia  auctioneer.  Of  that  marriage  there  were 
nine  children,  and  the  family  are  briefly  mentioned  in- 
dividually as  follows:  Judge  William  Chambers,  who 
came  to  Texas  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  long  life  in  Chambers  county  and 
Liberty  county,  was  a  lawyer  by  profession,  served  as 
district  .judge,  and  was  for  some  years  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  his  uncle.  Gen.  T.  J.  Chambers.  Judge  Wil- 
liam Chambers  married  Bettie  Keys  and  their  two  chil- 
dren were  L.  G.  Chambers,  of  Galveston,  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Evans  of  Shreveport,  Louisiana.  Jane,  the  second  of 
the  children,  married  Eev.  Phelps,  and  spent  her  life 
in  Virginia.  Caroline  married  James  Wood  and  also 
lived  and  died  in  her  native  state.  Columbia  A.,  wife 
of  W.  L.  Herr,  died  in  Virginia.  Sallie,  who  married 
James  D.  Skinner,  now  lives  in  Galveston.  Cumberland 
C.  spent  his  life  in  Texas  from  early  manhood,  died  at 
Liberty,  was  a  farmer  and  public  official,  and  married 
Fannie  De  Blanc.  Thomas  Jefferson  Chambers,  who 
was  the  eighth  child  of  Landon  G.  and  wife,  has  been 
for  more  than  fifty  years  engaged  in  the  newspaper 
business,  and  is  probably  the  oldest  newspaper  man  still 
active  in  his  profession  in  the  state. 

Landon  C.  Chambers,  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
grew  up  in  his  native  county  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  sixteen  years.  He  received  a  very  limited  education 
and  had  entered  as  an  apprentice  in  the  office  of  the 
Blue  Ridge  Bepuilic^in,  at  Culpepper  Court  House,  Vir- 
ginia, edited  by  G.  M.  Garland,  before  he  left  his  state. 
Mr.  Chambers'  trip  to  Texas  was  made  with  his  mother, 
oldest  brother  and  youngest  sister,  and  they  made  the 
trip  by  mail  to  New  Orleans  and  by  ship  to  Galveston, 
and  again  by  boat  up  the  Trinity  to  Liberty  Landing, 
within  a  mile  of  the  court  house  at  Liberty.  Here  Mr. 
Chambers  entered  in  with  his  brother,  T.  J.  Chambers, 
Jr.,  in  the  editing  of  a  weekly  paper  caller  the  Liberty 
Observer.  He  was  embroiled  in  it  with  the  rest  of  his 
family  as  a  Confederate.  He  enlisted  in  Whll's  Texas 
Legion,  in  1861,  as  a  private  soldier,  doing  service  in 
the  eastern  department  of  the  Confederate  government. 
He  belonged  to  Pemberton's  army,  and  his  first  engage- 
ment was  at  Yazoo,  following  which  came  Big  Black 
and  skirmishes  all  the  way  from  the  Yazoo  Eiver  to 
Vicksburg.  He  was  cooped  up  in  the  city  for  forty- 
eight  days  and  nights  and  surrendered  with  his  army 
comrades  July  4,  1863,  and  was  paroled.  After  about 
sixty  days  the  regiment  was  exchanged  and  came  to  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and  Mr.  Chambers  fin- 
ished his  army  experience  on  this  side  at  Mud  Island, 
thirty  miles  west  of  Galveston,  being  located  there  when 
the  war  ended,  and  concluding  his  long  experience  with- 
out wounds. 

Taking  up  civil  life  again,  Mr.  Chambers  resumed 
newspaper  work  with  his  brother  at  Liberty.  He  was 
married  in  1868  to  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Day,  a  daughter 
of  Isaiah  C.  Day,  a  prominent  stockraiser  of  this  lo- 
cality. In  1870  Mr.  Chambers  entered  the  mercantile 
brSiness  at  Liberty,  and  continued  therein  for  nine 
years.  During  his  career  as  a  merchant  he  was  elected 
county  treasurer  of  Liberty  county  as  the  successor  of 
W.  S.  Partlow,  and  continued  in  that  office  until  twenty- 
two  years  had  passed,  with  some  interruptions.  While 
so  serving  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Liberty  by 
the  Harrison  administration,  and  filled  the  office  for 
four  and  one-half  years,  being  succeeded  by  Mrs.  Jo 
Morgan.  Eetiring  from  that  office,  Mr.  Chambers  com- 
pleted several  years  of  his  long  service  as  county  treas- 
urer, and  left  the  puldic  arena  in  1900. 

In  politics,  nationally.  :Mr.  Chambers  is  a  Eepublican, 
but  in  state  and  county  affairs  he  has  always  voted  with 
the  Democrats.  lie  was  repeatedly  elected  to  office  upon 
his  merits  rather  than  upon  his  political  views.    He  was 
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in  several  of  the  state  Kepubliean  conventions  and  was 
nominated  once  for  state  treasurer  on  that  ticket  and 
received  about  28,000  votes  out  of  about  45,000  cast  by 
the  party  in  Texas.  In  his  town  Mr.  Chambers  has 
been  alderman  many  times  and  is  present  secretary  of 
the  council.  He  belongs  to  only  one  fraternity,  the 
Masons,  in  which  he  is  past  master  of  Liberty  Lodge. 

Mr.  Chambers  was  married  January  28,  1868,  his  wife 
being  a  native  of  Liberty  county.  Her  father  came  from 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  where  he  was  born  June  12,  1812. 
He  married  (first)  Alice  D.  Stuart,  July  27,  1835,  and 
had  some  issue  to  reach  mature  years.  His  second  mar- 
riage was  to  Eachel  Whitlock,  August  31,  1842,  and  to 
this  union  there  were  born  children  as  follows:  Amanda, 
who  married  Young  L.  Eidley  and  resides  at  Hillsboro, 
Texas;  Mrs.  Chambers;  and  James  C,  who  died  in 
Liberty  without  a  family.  Mr.  Day  married  a  third 
time,  his  wife  being  Mrs.  Martha  Orr,  and  there  was  a 
daughter  by  this  union,  Mrs.  Mattie  E.  Davis,  of  Day- 
ton. The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chambers  are: 
Thomas  Day,  who  is  constable  and  with  the  Texas  & 
New  Orleans  Railway  Company  here,  and  Mittie  P., 
wife  of  Joseph  F.  Richardson,  of  Liberty. 

John  O.  Mathews,  M.  D.  For  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
century  Dr.  Mathews  has  practiced  his  profession  in 
Grayson  county,  and  for  several  years  has  been  located 
at  Sherman,  the  county  seat.  Most  of  his  practice  in 
the  earlier  years  was  in  the  country.  He  is  a  product  of 
the  best  schools  and  in  his  ability  and  attainments  would 
sutfer  none  by  comparison  with  the  leading  city 
physicians. 

John  O.  Mathews  was  born  in  Collin  county,  Texas, 
November  27,  1857,  a  son  of  Owen  and  Annie  (Oyler) 
Mathews.  His  parents  were  both  natives  of  Kentucky, 
coming  from  that  state  to  Texas  about  1851  and  locat- 
ing in  Collin  county.  The  parental  ancestor  is  English 
and  the  maternal  is  Irish.  The  doctor's  father  was  a 
surveyor,  a  teacher  and  a  farmer,  and  during  his  active 
career  became  well  known  in  Collin  county.  In  his  de- 
clining age  he  lived  largely  retired,  devoting  his  atten- 
tion to  the  supervision  and  oversight  of  his  farm.  When 
the  war  broke  out  between  the  states  he  volunteered  for 
service  w-ith  the  Confederate  army,  and  was  a  member 
of  Hood 's  Brigade,  and  saw  service  in  many  important 
battles.  He  was  once  slightly  wounded,  but  his  service 
from  beginning  to  end  was  practically  uninterrupted  by 
sickness  or  wounds.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Collin  county 
in  1910,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  188(5.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  five  sons  and  four 
daughters,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living. 

Dr.  Mathews,  who  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth, 
received  most  of  his  education  in  private  schools,  taught 
by  his  father,  and  later  was  student  in  the  admirable 
institution  at  Thorp  Springs,  known  as  Add-ran  College, 
where  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  Bachelor  of  Art. 
On  leaving  school  he  taught  for  three  years  in  lliis  st:itc, 
and  thus  paid  for  most  of  his  professional  ti  :i  iinni;.  En- 
tering the  medical  college  of  Louisville,  KiMitnrkv,  he 
came  out  with  the  class  of  1886,  getting  the  ilt-uree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  and  being  graduated  valedictorian. 
His  first  practice  was  at  Allen,  Texas,  and  in  1887,  he 
moved  to  Pauls  Valley  in  the  old  Indian  territory,  now 
Oklahoma.  He  returned  to  his  native  state  in  1889,  and 
for  the  following  twenty  years  he  practiced  at  Howe  in 
Grayson  county.  Since  1909  Dr.  Mathews  has  been 
located  at  Sherman,  and  now  enjoys  a  large  city  practice. 
In  1905  he  took  post-graduate  vFork  at  Louisville,  and 
during  his  residence  at  Howe  he  served  as  local  surgeon 
for  the  Houston  and  Texas  Central  Railroad  Company. 

Dr.  Mathews  has  always  been  a  stanch  voter  for  the 
Democratic  party,  and  fraternally  is  aflSliated  with  the 
Masons,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Knights  of  Honor.  His 
church   is   the   Christian. 

Dr.  Mathews  was  married  in  February,  1888,  at  Mc- 


Kinney,  Texas,  to  Miss  Antha  Coe,  a  daughter  of  John 
A.  Coe,  who  came  from  Kentucky  to  Texas  during  the 
early  days,  and  was  a  substantial  farmer  at  this  date. 
During  the  war  he  was  a  Confederate  soldier,  and  fought 
from  1861  until  toward  the  close  of  the  great  war.  He 
is  now  living  retired  at  Allen,  Texas.  Mrs.  ilathews 
was  liberally  educated  and  was  a  successful  and  popular 
teacher  until  her  marriage.  Mr.  Mathews  and  wife  are 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Maidee,  the  wife  of  J.  L. 
Mitchell,  manager  of  the  Texas  Seed  Breeding  Farm  of 
Grayson  county,  at  Sherman;  Miss  Helen  Mathews,  who 
is  a  member  of  the  senior  class  of  the  Sherman  high 
school;  John  O.  Mathews,  Jr.,  twelve  years  of  age  and 
attending  school. 

In  the  course  of  his  residence  in  north  Texas,  Dr. 
Mathews  has  witnessed  many  notable  changes.  One  illus- 
tration of  this  is  that  when  he  was  a  boy  his  father 
sold  100  acres  of  land  at  a  dollar  and  a  half  an  acre. 
The  doctor  protested  against  this  sale,  predicting  that 
some  day  the  land  would  be  worth  fifty  dollars  an  acre, 
and  as  a  matter  of  fact  his  prediction  has  been  doubly 
fulfilled,  since  the  land  would  now  sell  for  from  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
per  acre.  Dr.  Mathews  is  too  busy  a  man  to  take  a 
vacation,  and  for  many  years  has  rendered  capable  and 
efficient  service  in  his  professional  capacity,  and  is  one 
of  the  liberal  and  public  spirited  citizens  as  well.  His 
home  is  at  1220  South  Crockett  street,  in  Sherman. 

Jacob  J.  Barkman,  No.  1608  West  Eighth  street, 
Texarkana,  Texas,  was  born  in  Bowie  county,  this  State, 
in  1866,  and  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of   the  Southwest. 

Johnny  Barkman,  the  grandfather  of  Jacob  J.,  was 
a  Virginian  who.  in  early  life,  emigrated  to  the  South- 
west and  settled  at  Lost  Prairie,  Arkansas,  where  he 
remained  for  several  years,  and  from  whence,  in  1840, 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Bowie  county,  Texas, 
and  took  up  his  residence  on  what  became  known  as 
Barkman 's  Creek,  twelve  miles  northwest  of  the  present 
city  of  Te.xarkana.  Here  he  spent  the  closing  years  of 
his  life  and  died.  While  the  Barkman  home  was  at 
Lost  Prairie,  in  what  is  now  Clark  county,  Arkansas, 
James  W.  Barkman,  the  father  of  Jacob  J.,  was  born 
in  1S25.  He  came  with  other  members  of  the  family 
to  Texas,  and  for  fifteen  years  continued  a  member  of 
the  home  circle  on  the  Bowie  county  farm.  He  studied 
medicine  at  Tulane  Medical  College,  New  Orleans, 
where  he  gi'aduated  in  1848,  after  which  he  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Arkadelphia.  Arkan- 
sas. A  few  years  later  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in 
Bowie  county,  and  here  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life, 
and  died  in  April,  1906,  having  rounded  out  more  than 
half  a  century  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  Few  citi- 
zens, if  any,  of  his  locality  were  better  known  or  held 
in  higher  esteem  than  Dr.  James  W.  Barkman.  One  of 
his  younger  brothers,  Jerome  B.  Barkman,  was  at  one 
time  sheriff  of  Bowie  county.     He  died  in  1892. 

Jacob  J.  Barkman  was  born  and  reared  at  the  old 
home  place  on  Barkman 's  Creek,  and  has  been  a  farmer 
all  his  life.  He  now  operates  three  farms  in  Bowie 
county.  In  1908.  for  the  educational  benefit  of  his 
children,  he  moved  into  the  city  of  Texarkana  and  es- 
tablished a  home  at  No.  1608  West  Eighth  street, 
where  he  and  his  family  have  since  resided. 

Mr.  Barkman  married  Miss  Laura  Jones,  who  was 
born  in  Tennessee  and  reared  in  Bowie  county.  They 
have  three  children,  a  daughter,  Charlscie,  and  tw^o  sons, 
Morris  S.  and  Rollin  J. 

Hakrt  W.  McGee.  Both  through  his  own  family  and 
by  his  marriage,  Mr.  McGee  represents  some  of  the  old- 
est and  best  known  families  of  northeast  Texas.  The 
McGee  family  has  been  honorably  known  in  this  section 
of  the  state  for  considerably  more  than  half  a  century. 
Mr.  McGee  himself  represents  a  younger  generation  and 
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for  a  number  of  years  been  one  of  the  active  and 
re  business  men  of  Marshall. 

He  was  born  in  Panola  county,  Texas,  in  1S70,  and 
is  a  son  of  Dr.  John  C.  and  Laura  (Anderson)  McGee. 
An  honored  pioneer  physician  whose  service  was  given 
to  many  of  the  early  settlers,  and  who  always  held  a 
high  place  in  their  esteem.  Dr.  McGee  was  a  native  of 
Tennessee,  from  which  state  he  came  into  Texas  in  the 
early  fifties,  settling  in  Panola  county,  and  in  1871 
brought  his  family  to  Marshall,  in  Harrison  county, 
where  he  died.  His  wife  was  born  in  Panola  county  in 
1833.  The  Anderson  family,  as  this  date  would  indi- 
cate, were  among  the  earliest  of  American  families  to 
locate  in  this  part  of  Texas.  The  late  Dr.  McGee  served 
throughout  the  war  between  the  states  in  the  Confed- 
erate army. 

Harry  W.  McGee  was  reared  in  Marshall  and  received 
most  of  his  education  in  Colonel  Bass'  school,  and  now 
for  some  years  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the 
land  business.  He  handles  his  own  property  exclusively 
and  does  no  brokerage  business.  The  business  which 
has  been  under  his  efficient  management  for  some  years, 
is  perhaps  the  oldest  of  its  kind  in  northeast  Texas, 
and  was  founded  by  the  eminent  Dr.  James  H.  Starr 
at  Nacogdoches,  in  1842,  during  the  existence  of  the 
Eepublie  of  Texas.  The  business  was  transferred  to 
Marshall  in  1870.  A  more  complete  account  of  this 
interesting  enterprise  and  of  the  career  of  Dr.  Starr 
and  his  family  will  be  found  in  succeeding  paragraphs. 

Mr.  McGee  was  married  in  Marshall  to  Miss  Sarah 
Clapp  Starr,  daughter  of  the  Dr.  James  H.  Starr  above 
mentioned.  The  four  children  in  their  home  circle  are 
named  Sallie  Starr  McGee;  Harry  W.  Jr.,  Laura  Jane 
and  Frank  Starr  McGee. 

Dr.  James  Starr.  Among  Texas  families  who  be- 
came identified  with  this  state  preceding  the  time  of 
the  Eevolution  and  independence  from  Mexico  and  who 
have  been  continuously  identified  to  the  present  time, 
none  has  been  more  prominent  in  affairs  of  Northeast 
Texas  than  that  of  Starr,  whose  founder  was  Dr.  James 
H.  Starr.  His  distinguished  career  is  to  a  large  extent 
a  matter  of  history  in  every  thorough  and  comprehen- 
sive account  of  this  state,  and  his  is  one  of  the  names 
that  is  familiarly  associated  with  the  founders  of  Texas' 
liberty  and  the  organization  of  its  Eepublican  govern- 
ment. He  was  for  many  years  associated  with  such 
men  as  Lamar,  Houston,  and  others  whose  names  are 
household  words  in  this  state.  Dr.  St.nrr  was  born  at 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  December  18,  1*09.  His  fam- 
ily is  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  New  England  states,  and 
he  was  directly  descended  from  Dr.  Comfort  Starr,  who 
emigrated  from  Ashford,  England,  in  1635,  settling  in 
the  Massachusetts  colony  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston. 
Dr.  Starr's  grandfather  was  Nicholas  Starr,  a  settler 
in  Connecticut,  who  resided  at  Groton  and  was  one  of 
the  citizen  volunteers  who  fell  in  the  defense  of  Fort 
Griswold,  on  September  fi,  1781,  when  that  fort  was 
stormed  and  captured  by  a  British  expedition  under 
the  command  of  Benedict  Arnold.  James  Starr,  the 
father  of  Dr.  Starr,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  where  he 
married  Miss  Persia  Shaw,  a  daughter  of  Jabez  Shaw. 
Their  home  was  for  some  time  in  New  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, but  from  that  place  the  family  in  181.5  emi- 
grated to  Ohio,  settling  near  Worthington.  in  Franklin 
county,   where   James   Starr   died   in    1824. 

James  Harper  Starr  attended  an  academic  school  in 
Worthington  but  even  during  that  time  of  his  life  was 
largely  on  his  own  resources,  having  to  earn  the  money 
by  teaching  school  in  order  to  continue  his  education. 
Some  medical  text  books  which  he  managed  to  secure 
and  read  was  the  beginning  of  his  education  for  the 
profession  and  after  the  establishment  of  a  medical 
college  at  Worthington  in  1830,  he  at  once  entered  as 
one  of  the  first  students  and  was  graduated  with  his 
degree  in   1832.     In  the  same  year  he  went  south  and 


located  in  Georgia,  where  he  began  the  practice  of  med- 
icine at  McDonough,  in  Henry  county.  In  that  county 
he  was  united  in  marriage  on  February  21,  1833,  to 
Miss  Harriet  J.  Johnson. 

Dr.  Starr  and  wife  emigrated  to  Texas  in  1836,  the 
same  year  with  the  winning  of  Independence  from 
Mexico  and  the  establishment  of  the  Eepublie.  How- 
ever, they  did  not  arrive  in  Texas  until  January,  1837, 
at  which  time  they  located  at  Nacogdoches,  the  town 
which  had  been  established  by  the  Spaniards  from 
Mexico  early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  and  which  is 
one  of  the  oldest  towns  in  the  state.  Captain  Frank- 
lin J.  Starr,  a  brother  of  the  Doctor,  had  come  to  Texas 
in  1835,  and  taken  a  very  prominent  part  in  the  Texas 
struggle   for   independence. 

At  Nacogdoches  Dr.  Starr  began  to  practice  medicine, 
and  at  about  the  same  time  began  to  purchase  land. 
That  remained  his  home  for  a  third  of  a  century,  and 
along  with  material  prosperity  he  was  also  favored  with 
numerous  honors  in  the  public  service  under  the  Ee- 
publie. Soon  after  coming  to  Texas  he  was  appointed 
surgeon  in  the  Texas  army.  In  January,  1838,  he  was 
appointed  president  of  the  board  of  land  commissioners 
for  Nacogdoches  county.  When  in  May,  1839,  Presi- 
dent Lamar,  chose  him  as  his  secretary  of  the  treasury 
in  the  cabinet.  He  held  that  position  under  the  Eepub- 
lican government  and  at  a  time  when  his  duties  were 
especially  taxing  and  responsible  until  September,  1840, 
at  which  date  he  resigned.  A  number  of  years  later, 
during  the  Civil  war  between  the  states.  Dr.  Starr  was 
receiver  of  the  Confederate  states  court  at  Tyler,  and 
in  1863  President  Davis  appointed  him  to  the  position 
of  Assistant  Post  Master  General  in  charge  of  the 
postal  departments  for  the  Trans-Mississippi  states,  with 
official  headquarters  at  Marshall.  This  high  post  in 
the  Confederate  service  he  held  until  the  end  of  the 
war.  In  1870  Dr.  Starr  removed  from  Nacogdoches  to 
Marshall,  which  was  his  home  until  his  death  on  July 
25,  1890.     His  wife  died  November  28,  1882. 

Dr.  Starr  was  one  of  the  regents  appointed  by  Gov. 
Eoberts  to  establish  the  University  of  Texas,  as  pro- 
vided for  by  an  act  of  the  legislature.  This  was  an 
honor  and  responsibility,  however,  which  he  was  com- 
pelled to  decline  on  account  of  other  duties.  Besides 
his  medical  practice  he  had  for  a  number  of  years  en- 
gaged in  the  land  business,  and  was  one  of  the  largest 
individual  owners  of  real  estate  in  northeast  Texas.  As 
a  land  dealer  he  had  begun  business  in  Nacogdoches  in 
1842.  Two  years  later  Samuel  Amory  became  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  the  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Starr  &  Amory.  With  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Amory 
in  1858  Dr.  Starr  continued  alone  for  some  years,  until 
1868,  when  his  son,  James  F.  Starr,  became  a  partner 
in  the  business,  which  now  assumed  the  title  of  J.  H. 
Starr  &  Son.  The  business  was  removed,  together  with 
the  homes  of  its  proprietors,  to  Marshall,  in  April,  1870, 
and  they  soon  afterwards  added  a  private  banking  de- 
partment in  connection  with  their  real  estate  offices.  The 
banking  business  was  transferred  to  Eaguelt  &  Fry  in 
October,  1872;  then,  on  June  16,  1873,  the  land  business 
of  James  H.  Starr  &  Son  went  under  the  management 
of  Emory  E.  Starr,  another  son  of  Dr.  Starr,  and 
Emory  Starr  was  its  proprietor  until  his  death.  Since 
that  time  Mr.  Harry  M.  McGee,  a  son-in-law  of  Dr. 
Starr,  has  been  at  the  head  of  this  important  business. 

The  Texakkana  Pipe  Company  is  a  factor  to  be  con- 
sidered in  the  industrial  and  commercial  activities  of 
this  city,  and  indeed  of  the  Southwest  for  the  output 
of  its  plant  finds  a  market  not  only  in  the  vicinity  of 
Texarkana  but  also  throughout  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Arkan- 
sas, Louisiana  and  ilexico.  The  company  was  origin- 
ally known  as  the  Post  Pipe  Company  but  in  December, 
1911,  feeling  that  the  success  of  the  enterprise  was  due 
no  uiore  to  the  efforts  of  the  management  than  to  the 
loyal    and   enthusiastic    support    given    to    this    home    in- 
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dustry  by  its  southern  neighbors,  it  was  decided  to  show 
appreciation  of  this  good-will  by  linldug  with  the  name  of 
the  company  the  names  of  those  three  states,  Texas- 
Arkansas-Louisiana  (Tex-Arli-Ana)  of  which  the  com- 
pany felt  itself  to  be  geographically  as  well  as  in  spirit 
a  part;  and  with  January  1,  1912,  the  company  took 
the  name  of  the   Texarkaua  Pipe  Company. 

A  manufacturing  plant  of  this  sort  is  of  marked  ad- 
vantage to  the  territory  in  which  located,  in  contrast 
with  a  mercantile  establishment,  because  instead  of 
sending  to  foreign  markets  for  merchandise  to  be  dis- 
trilmted  in  the  territory,  the  manufacturing  plant  on 
till.'  other  hand  secures  all  its  raw  material,  as  well  as 
labor,  upon  tlie  ground,  and  reverses  the  operation  of 
the  mercantile  establishment  by  sending  its  product 
abroad,  and  distributing  the  proceeds  therefrom  at 
home,  in  the  purchase  of  such  raw  materials  as  clay, 
fuel,  lumber,  brick,  etc,  as  well  as  supporting  a  large 
pay-roll,  through  which  means  a  vast  amount  of  money 
is  released  among  retaOers  and  others. 

Maj.  Augustus  C.  Allen.  An  honored  old  age  has 
from  time  inmiemorial  been  one  of  the  best  distinctions 
bestowed  upon  the  individuals  of  mankind.  But  when 
to  length  of  years  are  added  achievements  of  varied  and 
icinMikiible  riiinartiM  ,iii,l  a  long  record  of  useful  citizen- 
sliip,  iiir  liiiiMir  :,iir|  .■-irciii  paid  to  such  a  life  are  of 
irMir  tiMM  |,:i-.^in^  i  in  [  lui  I  a  iir.'.  Such  a  career  of  long 
anil  i-v.'niinl  \-ra i s  liav  hicii  that  of  Maj.  Augustus  C. 
Allen,  now  retired,  and  one  of  the  best  loved  citizens  of 
Texarkana,  where  he  has  resided  for  more  than  thirty 
years.  Major  Allen  was  a  soldier  in  two  wars.  He  has 
long  been  identified  with  the  cotton  business  of  Texas 
rnii  his  citizenship  in  the  Lone  Star  state  is  more  than 
half  a  century  old. 

Major  Allen  was  born  in  Pike  county,  Georgia,  on 
Mari-h  6,  1836.  His  father  was  both  a  planter  and  a 
lawyer.  In  1840  the  family  removed  to  Holmes  county, 
Mississippi,  but  a  short  time  later  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  New  Orleans,  where  the  father  long  practiced 
his  profession  and  Avas  one  of  the  honored  citizens. 

Major  Allen  was  a  school  boy  in  New  Orleans,  but  at 
an  early  age  entered  a  large  mercantile  house  of  that 
city  as  a  clerk  and  there  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
thijiiiiii;li  and  I'Nirnsn,'  Imsincss  experience,  which  he 
a]i|iliri|  in  latri.  m-h^  lur  liix  ,,\mi  great  success  in  Texas. 
A  lii-t  i!;r:  11.11  «li;r|i  iM.n  lirlmi^s  to  few  living  men  is 
the  |n^~rvM(,ii  ,,f  Majm  All.ai  in  that  he  is  a  survivor 
of  tlie  famous  tililiustpring  expedition  of  General  Walker 
into  Nicaragua.  In  December,  1856,  when  he  was  just 
twenty  years  of  age  and  at  the  most  adventurous  time 
of  life  he  enlisted  in  what  was  designated  Company  B, 
under  Capt.  Bob  Harris,  for  service  in  Nicaragua,  in 
tlie  revolutionary  forces  led  by  Gen.  William  Walker. 
The  unfortunate  fate  of  that  expedition  is  well  known 
and  Major  Allen  was  one  of  the  fortunate  ones  to  escape 
the  fate  in  which  many  of  the  number  participated.  At 
Graytown,  on  the  coast  of  Nicaragua,  he  arrived  with 
his  company  and  went  up  the  San  Juan  River,  their 
object  being  to  relieve  General  Walker,  who  was  at  that 
time  in  very  close  quarters  on  the  Pacific  side  of  the 
Peninsula.  Young  Allen  in  the  meanwhile  received  pro- 
motion to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  m  his  company,  having 
been  recommended  for  that  promotion  by  Maj.  Eobert 
Ellors.  who  was  Walker 's  chief  recruiting  officer  at  New 
Orleans.  For  several  months  his  service  continued  in 
Nicaragua  and  was  filled  with  adventure  and  escapes 
that  would  adorn  the  pages  of  the  most  romantic  tale, 
and  finally  with  a  few  comrades  he  made  his  escape 
from  the  country  on  the  British  sloop  of  war  Tartar. 
This  vessel  carried  him  to  Aspinwall,  whence  he  con- 
tinued his  homeward  journey  on  the  American  vessel 
Granada  as  far  as  Hanava,  and  from  there  to  New 
Orleans  on  the  steamer  Empire  City.  Though  his  ex- 
perience as  a  Central  American  revolutionist  had  con- 
tinued   for   oulv   a    few   months,   he   had   displayed   the 

Vol.  IV— 19 


qualities  of  the  absolutely  fearless  soldier  and  officer, 
and  because  of  these  qualifications  had  repeatedly  been 
detached  from  regular  duty  to  serve  as  scout  and  in 
reconnoitering  expeditions  which  were  even  more  dan- 
gerous than  the  main  body  of  Walker's  troops  were 
subjected  to. 

Having  returned  to  New  Orleans,  he  again  entered 
mercantile  employment  in  1857  and  was  thus  engaged 
until  1860,  at  which  year  he  removed  to  Jefferson,  Texas, 
where  he  established  himself  independently  in  business. 
Then  soon  followed  his  next  military  experience.  With 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  joined  the  Confederate 
army,  enlisting  in  the  Nineteenth  Texas  Infantry,  a 
regiment  of  which  E.  Watterhouse  was  colonel  and  E. 
W.  Graham  was  lieutenant  colonel.  Most  of  his  service 
with  this  regiment  was  in  the  Trausmississippi  depart- 
ment, chiefly  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana.  In  1863.  in 
Pointe  Coupee  parish,  Louisiana,  he  was  captured  and 
held  prisoner  in  New  Orleans  for  four  months.  Eejoin- 
ing  his  regiment  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  was  then 
promoted  to  major.  Near  the  close  of  the  war,  upon 
the  request  of  General  Magruder,  he  was  put  in  com- 
mand of  the  post  at  Hempstead,  Texas,  and  remained 
there  until  the  dissolution  of  the  Confederacy.  Major 
Allen  was  a  strict  disciplinarian  and  yet  was  exceed- 
ingly popular  anil  inlluii.ti.al  with  the  soldiers  and 
civilians,  and  it  »a-  lam,. In  due  to  his  tactful  and  firm 
conduct  at  Heni|.M,.a.[  iliai  lie  was  able  to  subdue  the 
turbulent  eonditmns  that  oxisted  both  among  the  sol- 
diers and  the  populace  in  that  vicinity.  Pew  of  the 
'lixans  111  the  Civil  war  made  a  more  gallant  or  more 
■  ll^tln^llisll,..|  record  than  did  Major  Allen,  and  among 
all  his  (.Id  associates  he  is  considered  one  of  the  bravest 
and  most  efficient  soldiers  and  officers  remaining  from 
the  old  army  of  the  Confederacy.  He  had  two  twin 
brothers,  known  as  the  ' '  Allen  Twins, ' '  who  served  with 
distinction  in  General  Lee's  army  in  Virginia.  A  very 
important  part  of  the  business  career  of  Major  Allen 
was  during  the  noteworthy  boom  period  at  Jefferson, 
extending  from  1865  to  about  1874.  During  those 
years  Jefferson  became  the  largest  and  most  important 
shipping  and  commercial  center  of  northern  and  central 
Texas,  and  its  prosperity  was  so  great  that  in  population 
and  diversified  enterprise  the  city  was  much  greater  at 
that  time  than  it  has  ever  been  since.  Major  Allen  was 
the  moving  spirit  in  all  this  enterprise  and  for  some 
time  was  agent  for  the  Carter  line  of  steamboats  at 
Jefferson.  Later  he  became  manager  of  a  cotton  com- 
press at  Jefferson,  and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  super- 
vising the  erection  of  the  first  cotton  compress  ever  put 
up  in  Texarkana  that  he  first  came  to  this  city  in  1879. 
He  has  been  a  resident  through  all  the  subsequent  years 
and  has  been  prominently  connected  with  the  cotton 
business  during  a  great  part  of  that  time.  In  about 
1893  he  retired  from  active  business,  though  he  still  re- 
tains large  and  valuable  property  interests  in  this  vi- 
cinity. His  home  is  on  the  Texas  side  of  State  Line 
avenue. 

Major  Allen's  domestic  life  has  lieen  peculiarly  for- 
tunate and  happy.  In  Xoxoiiilui.  isr.s,  li,.  married  Miss 
Virginia  Adams,  a  dan-liln  ..I  |i,.  (  liail,.s  Adams,  of 
Copiah  county,  Mississippi.  'I'lh.ir  tn,,  .lanuhters  are 
Mrs.  Lucy  Mabry,  of  Texarkana,  widow  uf  the  late  Gen. 
William  Haywood  Mabry,  and  Mrs.  Jessie,  wife  of  D.  C. 
Wise  of  Jefferson.  There  are  also  a  number  of  grand- 
children and  great-grandchildren,  and  the  Allen'  home 
in  Texarkana  is  a  favorite  gatherinu  i.la.  .-  f...  il.is 
family  at  different  times,  and  nothing",    i  :ms 

has  given   Major  Allen  more  pleasure   ■■     .  ■  ly 

and  esteem  of  his  children  and  his  child],  n      .  ■  .|    i,  n, 

John  L.  Worlet.  'As  president  of  the  John  F. 
Worley  Printing  Company  of  Dallas,  Mr.  Worley  is  at 
the  head  of  a  commercial  enterprise  which  throughout 
all  the  years  of  its  existence  has  stood  for  character  as 
well    as    mere   business   success.      The   Worley   Printing 
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Company  is  more  than  a  house  for  the  production  of  a 
•varied  class  of  high-grade  printing  and  for  a  service 
in  all  the  kindred  arts  of  the  printing  trade.  It  is 
also  an  institution,  one  of  those  central  enterprises 
which  every  city  recognizes  as  all  important  through  its 
standing  and  success  as  a  commercial  center.  The 
Worley  Printing  Company  is  a  monument  to  the  busi- 
ness character  and  wholesome  integrity  of  its  founder, 
the  late  John  F.  Worley,  who  was  one  of  the  ablest  and 
most  admired  of  Dallas'  citizens  and  business  builders. 

The  late  John  F.  Worley,  whose  death  occurred  in 
1910  was  born  in  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1852,  learned  the  printer's  trade  in  a  newspaper  office 
in  that  city,  was  compositor,  contributor  and  publisher, 
then  became  connected  with  the  old  Chronicle  at  Pitts- 
burg, and  in  1S76  came  to  Dallas,  Texas  as  a  traveler 
and  visitor,  rather  than  as  a  home-seeker.  Perhaps  he 
saw  something  more  than  the  superficial  surroundings 
which  then  characterized  the  town  in  its  early  years  of 
growth,  and  it  was  this  which  caused  him  to  remain 
and  become  one  of  the  most  active  factors  in  its  sub- 
sequent progress.  He  set  up  a  small  printing  shop  in 
the  city,  and  for  a  time  printed  the  old  Dallas  Herald. 
In  1890  he  began  the  publication  of  the  Dallas  City 
Directory,  and  this  plant  has  kept  that  business  ever 
since.  The  late  Mr.  Worley  was  especially  interested  in 
the  civic  and  benevolent  institutions  of  his  home  city. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  which  built 
the  Young  Men 's  Christian  Association  building,  com- 
pleted in  April  1909,  and  made  the  largest  individual 
contribution  to  this  building  fund.  John  F.  Worley 
married  Miss  Mary  Belle  Lewis,  and  their  four  children 
were  John  L.,  Mary,  Edward  and  Margaret. 

Mr.  John  L.  Worley,  son  and  sucees^^!  ,i,  i  i-^mmss 
of  his  honored  father,  was  born  in  Dall:i-    '       ■  '.''<■ 

1884,   received  his   education   at   Cole's    >■  ,     !  i 

tory  School  and  entered  the  University  ..i  T..:-  m 
1900,  graduating  in  1904.  In  1905,  by  postgraduate 
work  he  won  the  degree  of  M.  A.  His  fellowship  record 
was  beyond  the  ordinary,  and  on  leaving  college  he 
engaged  in  the  work  of  teaching,  and  subsequently  be- 
came an  instructor  in  history  at  the  University  of  Texas. 
He  held  this  position  up  to  1910  at  which  time  he  re- 
turned to  Dallas  to  take  charge  of  the  business  which 
the  death  of  his  father  left  without  a  head.  He  be- 
came president  of  the  John  F.  Worley  Printing  Com- 
pany, and  has  since  directed  its  business  in  the  spirit 
and  along  the  lines  which  made  it  so  successful  under 
the  management  of  his  father.  In  1905  the  John  F. 
Worley  Printing  Company  incorporated  with  a  capital 
of  $50,000.  The  late  John  F.  Worley  was  supervisor 
for  the  taking  of  the  census  at  Dallas  in  1910.  The 
John  F.  Worley  Printing  Company  has  a  great  volume 
of  business  in  printing  and  blank  book  manufacture, 
and  has  the  largest  ,iob  plant  in  the  state. 

Mr.  John  L.  Worley  was  married  October  10,  1911,  to 
Miss  Lillian  Aaron,"  a  daughter  of  A.  E.  Aaron  of 
Dallas. 

Edward  H.  Cart,  M.  D.  As  a  specialist  in  the  eye, 
ear,  nose  and  throat  diseases,  there  is  no  more  eminent 
authority  both  in  theory  and  practice  in  the  state  of 
Texas  than  Dr.  Cary  of  Dallas.  Dr.  Gary  entered  upon 
his  preparation  for 'his  profession  with  the  intention  of 
pursuing  general  practice,  but  his  abilities  during  his 
collegiate  career  were  strikingly  manifested  in  the  line 
of  his  present  specialty,  and  when  he  began  practice  in 
Dallas  some  ten  years  ago  he  was  already  an  acknowl- 
edged authority  and  expert  in  the  diseases  of  the  eye, 
ear,  nose  and  throat,  and  has  since  had  a  large  private 
practice  and  various  honors  and  distinctions  in  the 
profession. 

Dr.  Cary  came  to  Dallas  when  a  boy,  a  little  more 
than  twenty  years  ago,  to  take  up  a  career  in  business, 
and  it  was  only  after  several  years  of  experimenting 
that    he    discovered    his    inclination    and    abilities    for 


medicine  and  devoted  himself  to  study  and  preparation 
for  his  real  life  work.  Edward  H.  Cary  was  born  at 
Alabama,  February  28,  1872,  a  son  of 
jjiry  .T.  (Powell)  Cary.  The  family 
ii.i  -  M,  I..  Hum  which  original  seat,  its 
I  i  lii-t  ;>  (Georgia  and  then  into  Ala- 
V  ,:iiiH'  tn  Dallas  in  1890  to  become 
eiate  of  his  brother  A.  P.  Cary,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  several  years.  In  1894  his  bent 
for  the  profession  of  medicine  having  become  fully 
demonstrated,  he  went  to  Kew  York  and  entered  the 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  (a  famous  institu- 
tion, which  in  1899  became  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  New  Y^ork  City).  In  1898  he  grad- 
uated M.  D.  and  his  work  as  a  student  had  won  him  the 
honor  of  appointment  as  medical  and  surgical  interne. 
He  not  only  had  a  term  of  clinical  experience  at  the 
Bellevue  Hospital,  but  also  served  an  interne-ship  in 
the  New  Y'ork  Eye  &  Ear  Infirmary.  Soon  afterward 
he  established  himself  in  practice  at  New  York  City,  as 
a  specialist  in  the  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and 
throat.  He  also  served  as  an  instructor  of  ophthal- 
mology at  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  and 
at  the  New  Y'ork  Polyclinic,  and  was  visiting  ophthal- 
mologist to  the  Bellevue  Dispensary  and  assistant  in  the 
New  Y'ork  Eye  i  Ear  Infirmary. 

Dr.  Cary  returned  to  Dallas  in  1901,  and  soon  after- 
ward was  appointed  to  the  chair  of  diseases  of  the  eye, 
ear,  nose  and  throat  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Dallas.  He  was  elected  Dean  of  the 
faculty  of  this  school  in  1902.  In  1903  the  school  be- 
came the  medical  department  of  the  Baylor  University, 
the  chief  seat  of  which  institution  is  at  Waco,  the 
name  of  the  medical  department  becoming  the  Baylor 
University  School  of  Medicine.  Dr.  Cary  continued  as 
Dean  of  the  faculty,  and  is  still  in  that  position.  The 
medical  department  is  closely  affiliated  with  the  Baptist 
Memorial  Sanitarium  in  Dallas,  and  Dr.  Cary  is  ophthal- 
mologist and  otologist  of  the  clinical  staff  of  the  sani- 
tarium. Dr.  Cary  has  membership  in  all  the  various 
medical  societies,  has  served  as  president  of  the  Dallas 
county  Medical  Society,  and  is  now  president  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  Southwest,  an  organization  in- 
cluding five  states.  He  is  also  president  of  the  A.  P. 
Cary  Company,  dental  and  surgical  depot.  He  is  one 
of  the  active  members  of  the  Dallas  Club,  and  the  Dallas 
Country   Club. 

Dr.  Cary  married,  April  19,  1911,  Miss  Georgie 
Schneider  a  daughter  of  the  late  Jules  E.  Schneider 
of  Dallas.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  old  citizens  and 
member  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Schneider,  Davis  & 
Company.  Dr.  Cary  and  wife  reside  in  an  elegant  home 
on  the  Lakeside  Drive,  at  the  corner  of  Gillon  Avenue. 
Highland  Park. 

Thomas  E.  Erwin.  One  of  Parker  county's  oldest 
pioneer  families  is  represented  by  Thomas  E.  Erwin, 
who  a  number  of  years  ago  started  in  business  in  a  very 
small  way  as  a  dealer  in  groceries  at  Weatherford.  His 
enterprise  has  since  been  expanded  by  his  own  energetic 
management  and  by  the  confidence  which  a  community 
comes  to  have  in  "a  merchant  of  strictest  honor  and 
commercial  integrity,  and  his  is  now  the  largest  estab- 
lishment for  the  sale  of  groceries,  hardware  and  farm 
implements  in  Parker  county.  The  Erwin  family  has 
been  identified  with  Texas  since  the  close  of  the  Re- 
public, and  two  of  its  older  members  sacrificed  their 
lives  during  the  pioneer  days  of  Parker  county,  while 
the  entire  family  had  to  endure  the  hardships  and 
dangers  incident  to  life  on  the  frontier. 

Thomas  R.  Erwin  was  born  in  Parker  county,  Aug- 
ust 23,  1872,  a  son  of  W.  A.  and  Martha  (Stinett) 
Erwin.  The  Erwins  are  a  Scotch  family,  who  settled  in 
Virginia,  during  the  colonial  epoch,  later  moved  to 
Tennessee  and  from  there  to  Texas  in  1S44.  Their 
journey    to    the    Texas    republic    was    accomplished    by 
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%vagon  drawn  by  oxen.  The  first  settlement  was  in 
Grayson  county,  and  later  they  moved  to  Parker 
county.  Grandfather  Erwin  was  born  in  Virginia,  in 
1804,  lived  in  Teunessee  as  a  farmer  for  some  years, 
and  then  came  to  Texas.  W.  A.  Erwin,  the  father,  is 
still  living  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Eastland  county. 
His  wife  is  also  alive.  During  the  Mexican  war,  W.  A. 
Erwin  was  a  soldier,  and  later  in  the  Confederate  army, 
and  for  years  he  fought  the  Indians  on  the  frontier  of 
Texas  in  all  the  counties  adjoining  that  of  Parker. 
Grandfather  Stinnett  and  Grandfather  Erwin  were  both 
hilled  by  the  Indians  in  the  early  days.  W.  A.  Erwin 
helped  to  build  the  first  courthouse  in  Parker  county, 
and  took  part  in  the  organijation  of  the  county  govern- 
ment. A  detailed  record  of  this  family  would  be  a 
chapter  in  the  pioneer  and  Indian  annals  of  northwest 
Texas.  There  were  twelve  children,  nine  sons  and  three 
daughters,  ten  of  whom  are  living  and  the  Weatherford 
merchant  was  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth. 

Thomas  E.  Erwin  started  in  life  with  a  public  school 
education,  acquired  in  Parker  county.  As  a  grocery- 
clerk  he  got  his  first  experience  in  practical  business, 
and  eventually  opened  a  small  stock  of  goods  for  him- 
self. At  the  present  time  Mr.  Erwin  does  an  annual 
trade  :it;f;ii'gating  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  in 
v.ilih  ,     ]}'•-     toik  of  goods,  in  groceries,  hardware  and 

1: -    is    valued   at    fifty    thousand    dollars. 

11-       i:ii  !    !    I    lit  comprises  both  a  large  general  store 

Mr.  Erwin  lias  been  not  only  a  successful  merchant, 
but  a  public  spirited  citizen.  For  several  years  he  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council,  and  was  chair- 
man of  the  finance  committee.  His  political  support 
has  always  been  given  to  the  dominant  party  in  Texas. 
His  fraternities  are  the  Masonic  and  the  Elks.  Mr. 
Erwin  believes  in  religion  and  religious  institutions,  and 
as  a  successful  young  business  man  has  done  much  to 
promote  the  cause  of  church  and  morality  in  his  com- 
munity. His  membership  is  in  the  Presbyterian  church 
of  the  I'nited  States,  he  has  been  an  elder  in  the 
Weatherford  church  for  twenty-two  years,  and  super- 
intendent of  the  Sabbath  school  for  nineteen  years. 
During  all  that  time  not  half  a  dozen  Sundays  have 
been  missed  from  his  regular  attendance  and  work,  and 
he  is  a  trustee  of  the  Pairmount  Seminary  of  Texas, 
a  girls'  school. 

Mr.  Erwin  was  married  October  8,  1901,  in  Weather- 
ford to  Mrs.  Benoni  Henry  Porter,  a  daughter  of  Ben 
C.  and  Bell  Henry.  Her  father,  who  was  a  soldier  on 
the  Confederate  side  during  the  war,  was  wounded  at 
Gettysburg,  but  continued  practically  without  interrup- 
tion from'the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  struggle,  and 
two  of  whose  brothers  were  killed  in  the  war  has  for 
the  past  thirty  years  been  a  traveling  salesman,  and 
though  seventy-four  years  of  age  is  still  on  the  road 
representing  the  Burris  Mill  and  Elevator  Company  of 
Fort  Worth.  Mrs.  Erwin 's  mother  died  in  1910.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Erwin  have  one  boy,  Ben  Henry  Erwin, 
aged  nine  and  attending  school,  his  name  having  been 
given  in  honor  of  his  grandfather. 

Captain  Frank  Johnson.  A. former  captain  of  the 
Texas  rangers,  and  with  a  long  record  of  official  serv- 
ice in  west  Texas,  Captain  Johnson  is  a  son  of  a  Con- 
federate soldier,  and  is  in  many  ways  typical  of  the 
strong  and  rugged  character  of  the  older  generation  of 
Texans.  He  has  traveled  extriipivolT,  ha'^  come  to  know 
men  and  affairs,  and  has  mrnlly  ^rttlrd  down  as  a 
prosperous  business  man  of   W.'.itlni  i  md. 

Frank  Johnson  was  born  I'rlnii.-ii  v  s.  1S(;9,  in  Harts- 
ville,  Tennessee,  a  son  of  N.  B.  aud  .Sarah  Johuson. 
His  father  was  a  printer  and  newspaper  man,  and  for 
more  than  twenty  years  served  as  postmaster  at  Weath- 
erford. He  moved  from  Tennessee  to  Texas  in  1870, 
and  his  residence  was  at  Weatherford  up  to  the  time  of 
his   death    in    1901.      During   the   war    he   enlisted    from 


Tennessee,  became  a  soldier  in  General  Morgan's 
famous  troopers,  and  served  from  the  early  months  of 
the  war  until  its  close.  His  widow  is  still  living,  be- 
ing now  alidiit  «i-vcnty  years  of  age,  with  her  home  in 
Weathci  liinl.  'I'liiir  were  seven  children,  two  daugh- 
ters and  li\.    .^(.11-,  two  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 

Captaiii  Julinsuu  the  oldest  of  the  family,  had  a 
public  school  education  in  Texas.  His  first  important 
position  was  that  of  deputy  sheriff  of  Dickens  county, 
after  which  he  was  deputy  sheriff  in  Kent  county,  and 
was  a  special  ranger  under  Captain  McDonald,  who  is 
now  United  States  Marshal  for  the  northern  district  of 
Texas.  During  his  service  as  ranger  Captain  Johnson 
was  inspector  for  the  cattlemen's  association  of  Texas, 
and  also  inspector  for  the  live  stock  sanitary  company 
several  years.  In  1901  came  his  promotion  by  appoint- 
ment as  sheriff'  aud  tax  collector  of  Mitchell  county, 
Texas.  In  March  1908  he  was  appointed  captain  of 
the  Texas  rangers,  giving  valuable  service  in  making 
an  excellent  record  with  the  state  military  organiza- 
tion until  his  resignation  in  November  1910.  His  career 
as  captain  of  the  rangers  was  followed  by  his  taking 
a  position  as  inspector  for  the  live  stock  sanitary  com- 
pany, during  which  time  he  was  located  at  Wichita 
Falls.  In  September,  1912,  Captain  Johnson  went  to 
South  America  to  oversee  a  ranch  ia  that  country.  On 
his  return  to  Weatherford  in  May,  1912,  he  established 
an  automobile  traufer  business,  and  has  conducted  it 
successfully  to   the  present  time. 

His  support  has  always  been  given  to  the  dominant 
political  party  in  Texas,  and  he  is  one  of  the  stanch 
admirers  of  the  present  administration  of  President 
Wilson.  Fraternally  he  has  taken  thirty-two  degrees 
of  Scottish  Rite  Masonry,  is  affiliated  w'ith  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  is  very  popular  in  both 
fraternal  and  all  other  circles  of  west  Texas  citizenship. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  in  March  1894  to  Miss 
Mattie  Durrett  of  Weatherford,  a  daughter  of  Ander- 
son and  Malinda  Durrett.  Her  father  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Parker  county,  having  moved  from 
Illinois  in  1871,  and  had  been  a  Confederate  soldier, 
seeing  service  from  the  start  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Both  her  parents  are  now  deceased.  The  captain  and 
wife  have  two  children,  a  sou  and  a  daughter,  namely: 
Miss  Dott,  aged  twelve,  and  Koy,  aged  nine,  both  in 
school. 

Judge  William  McCaktt  Peck.  The  personnel  of  the 
Texas  judiciary  has  always  been  notable  for  the  high 
qualities  and  the  thorough  legal  ability  of  its  members, 
and  the  present  judge  of  the  Fifteenth  Judicial  District 
has  not  only  measured  up  to  the  high  attainments  of  the 
Texas  bench,  but  has  added  much  from  his  individual 
character.  Judge  Peck  has  for  forty  years  been  identified 
with  his  profession  in  Grayson  county,  and  he  represents 
the  best  quality  of  the  judiciary  and  well  upholds  the 
dignity  of  the  bench  and  the  bar  of  the  state. 

William  McCarty  Peck  was  born  May  22,  1848,  near 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  being  the  second  among  four  chil- 
dren born  to  Daniel  and  Sarah  (McCarty)  Peck.  His 
early  education  was  acquired  in  the  schools  near  In- 
dianapolis, and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went  to  North- 
ern Alabama,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  bookkeeper 
for  a  time.  Returning  to  his  native  state,  he  took  up 
the  study  of  law  with  the  firm  of  Williamson  and  Daggy 
at  Greencastle,  the  senior  member  of  which  firm  was 
subsequently  attorney  general  of  the  state  of  Indiana. 
Judge  Peck  completed  his  law  studies  in  Northern  Ala- 
liama  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  there  in  1872.  In 
the  following  year  he  moved  to  North  Texas,  locating  at 
Dcnison,  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in 
Grayson  county  ever  since. 

Judge  Peck  belongs  to  the  old  Jeffersonian  school  of 
the  Democratic  party  and  has  many  times  rendered  signal 
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service  to  his  community.  From  1879  to  18S1  he  served 
one  term  as  mayor  of  Denison.  For  most  of  the  time 
for  quarter  of  a  century  he  vras  a  member  and  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  was  chairman  of  the  school 
board  of  Denison.  In  the  twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth 
sessions  of  the  legislature  he  represented  Grayson  county 
in  the  lower  house,  and  in  both  sessions  was  a  member 
of  the  judiciary  committee  i\'o.  1.  In  January,  191il, 
Judge  Peck  was  appointed  to  fiU  out  an  unexpired  term 
as  judge  of  the  Fifteenth  Judicial  District,  and  in  the 
fall  of  the  same  year  was  elected  for  the  regular  term 
in  that  office,  a  position  to  which  he  lends  dignity  and 
inspires  both  the  bar  and  the  general  public  with  an 
appreciation  of  his  fairness  and  thorough  qualifications 
for  the  judicial  office.  Judge  Peck  affiliates  with  the 
Masonic  order,  being  a  Knights  Templar  Mason.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  connected  with  the  Board  of 
Trade  at  Denison,  and  has  always  been  ready  to  take 
his  part  in  community  affairs. 

On  April  1,  1873,  in  Alabama,  Judge  Peck  married 
Miss  Augusta  Charlton.  They  have  but  one  child,  Charl- 
ton Peck,  aged  thirty  and  an  invalid.  Judge  Peck  is  of 
English  and  Irish  descent  and  has  no  immediate  rela- 
tives in  the  state  of  Texas.  In  the  forty  years  of  his 
residence  here  he  has  seen  many  changes  and  the  in- 
creases in  population  and  wealth,  and  is  an  euthusiast  on 
the  subject  of  North  Texas  resources  and  opportunities. 
He  has  a  wide  acquaintance,  and  during  the  past  forty 
years  has  personally  known  every  Texas  governor  except 
two. 

Joseph  F.  Conner.  The  present  sheriff  of  Dawson 
county  is  a  pioneer  settler  and  old  stockman  of  this  sec- 
tion, having  located  at  Lamesa  about  twenty  years  ago, 
when  aU  the  country  was  one  uninterrupted  stock  range, 
and  before  permanent  civilization  had  taken  a  foothold 
in  a  country  up  to  that  time  occupied  only  by  the  wan- 
dering cattlemen,  the  buffaloes,  and  the  other  wild 
denizens  of  the  western  plains.  Mr.  Conner  is  well 
known  among  all  the  cattlemen  of  Dawson  and  surround- 
ing counties,  and  as  sheriff  has  made  a  splendid  record 
in  service  of  the  people. 

Joseph  F.  Conner  was  born  in  Lampasas  county,  Jan- 
uary 12,  1862.  He  was  the  ninth  in  a  family  of  four- 
teen children  born  to  John  F.  and  Mary  T.  (Turtelot) 
Conner.  His  father,  a  native  of  Arkansas,  was  married 
in  Washington  county  of  that  state,  and  from  there  moved 
into  Texas  in  1S48,  only  about  three  years  after  Texas 
entered  the  union.  He  located  in  Bastrop  county,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  was  engaged  principally  in  the 
stock  business.  From  that  county  he  moved  to  William- 
son county,  and  from  there  to  Lampasas  county.  He  was 
an  active  stockman  in  those  different  localities  until  1886, 
and  then  lived  retired  until  his  death  on  February  1, 
1909.  His  wife  was  born  in  New  York  state,  and  came 
to  Arkansas  with  her  parents  when  she  was  a  child,  and 
she  died  in  November,  1894. 

Joseph  F.  Conner  had  a  common  school  education,  but 
most  of  his  training  was  through  practical  exchange, 
and  was  acquired  more  as  a  result  of  driving  horses  on 
the  range  and  handling  sfock  and  in  farm  work  than 
through  liooks  and  attendance  at  school.  When  he  left 
home  in  1881  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  went  into  the 
Panhandle,  locating  in  Lipscomb  county,  where  he  was 
identified  with  the  stock  business  about  six  years.  From 
there  he  moved  his  headquarters  to  Fort  McKavett,  and 
continued  in  the  same  business  for  one  year.  From 
Fort  McKavett  he  transferred  his  headquarters  to  Coke 
county,  where  he  remained  \intil  1894,  in  which  year  he 
moved  into  Dawson  county,  locating  at  Lamesa.  At 
that  time  Lamesa  was  an  unimproved  townsite.  sur- 
rounded by  great  open  ranges,  with  cattle,  coyotes  and 
jackrabbits  in  abundance.  He  was  steadily  in  the  stock 
business  in  that  locality  and  at  one  time  owned  four 
sections  of  land,  a  part  of  which  has  since  been  broken 


up  and  enclosed  as  the  town  of  Lamesa.  He  has  sold 
all  his  land  except  a  little  town  property. 

Mr.  Conner  first  entered  local  politics  when  he  became 
a  candidate  for  tax  assessor  in  1908.  He  failed  to  se- 
cure the  honor  at  that  time,  but  in  the  year  1910  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  and  tax  collector,  and  by 
re-election  in  1912  is  still  handling  the  affairs  of  the 
office.  Since  then  he  has  retired  entirely  from  the  stock 
business. 

At  Fort  McKavett  on  April  12,  1888,  Mr.  Conner 
married  Miss  Maiy  F.  Poe,  daughter  of  \v.  M.  and  Cyn- 
thia Poe.  They  were  a  family  of  pioneer  Texans,  and 
both  were  born  in  Texas.  Mr.  Conner  and  wife  have 
eleven  children,  as  follows:  Eula,  Prank,  Pearl,  Hoyle, 
Willie,  Eobert,  Jack,  Dollie,  Silas,  Beta  and  Thelma. 
Eula,  Frank  and  Pearl  are  married. 

Mr.  Conner  affiliates  with  the  Masonic  order,  being 
Past  Master  of  his  lodge,  and  is  Captain  of  the  Koyal 
Arch  Chapter,  and  is  Noble  Grand  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.     In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 

Hon.  John  Edwakd  Kinney,  county  judge  of  Roberts 
county,  Texas,  has  been  identified  with  the  bar  and  the 
bench  at  Miami  since  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  1900.  His  record  parallels  that  of  the 
self-made  man,  and  therefore  forms  an  interesting  part 
of  American  biography. 

Judge  Kinney  dates  his  birth  at  Brooklyn,  New  York. 
January  8,  1873,  and  is  the  younger  of  the  two  sons  born 
to  John  Edward  and  Clara  M.  (Dunn)  Kinney,  the 
former  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  the  latter  of  New 
York,  but  both  now  deceased.  John  Edward  Kinnev, 
Sr.,  was  the  son  of  G.  0.  Kinney,  a  New  York  broker, 
who  was  born  in  New  Jersey  and  who  died  in  New  York. 
The  latter  was  the  son  of  James  Kinney,  who  was  born 
in  New  Jersey  and  died  at  Erie,  Michigan,  he  having  in 
middle  life  pioneered  to  the  latter  state.  John  Edward, 
the  father,  was  a  merchant  in  New  York  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  and  was  moderately  successful, 
but  Florida  and  fruit  raising  had  an  attraction  for  him, 
and  for  thirteen  years  he  made  his  home  in  that  south- 
ern state,  eight  years  of  that  time  serving  as  post- 
master of  Winsted  in  addition  to  looking  after  his  fruit 
interests.  The  Dunn  family  is  of  Irish  descent,  and  the 
Irishman  who  was  the  progenitor  of  that  family  in  this 
county  came  here  in  1798  from  county  Kilkenny  and 
settled  in  New  York.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Black 
Hawk  war  and  was  killed  in  battle.  The  older  of  the 
two  sons  born  to  John  Edward  and  Clara  M.  Kinney, 
Charles  B.  Kinney,  is  secretary  and  manager  of  the 
Blinn  Coal  Company  of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

In  the  Brooklyn  schools  and  the  schools  near  the  Kin- 
ney Florida  home  John  E.  Kinney,  Jr.,  received  his  early 
training,  being  in  attendance  up  to  the  time  be  was 
nineteen.  At  the  age  of  twenty-seven  he  was  engaged 
in  a  brokerage  commission  business  for  himself  and 
others  in  New  York  city.  In  the  meantime  he  took  up 
the  study  of  law  and  fitted  himself  for  its  practice.  He 
completed  his  studies  in  the  Nashville  College  of  Law  In 
1900,  and  from  that  institution  received  the  degree  of 
LL.  B.  In  June  of  that  year  he  came  to  Texas  and  took 
up  his  residence  at  Miami  in  Eoberts  county,  where  he 
at  once  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  law  and  in 
various  ways  identified  himself  with  the  interests  of  this 
locality.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  Democratic 
politics,  local,  state  and  national.  During  his  early  prac- 
tice he  served  as  deputy  tax  collector.  He  has  twice 
been  elected  county  judge,  and  is  now  serving  his  sec- 
ond term.  He  maintains  fraternal  identity  with  vari- 
ous organizations,  including  the  W.  O.  W.,  K.  of  P.,  and 
the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  his  Masonic  work  covering  the  de- 
grees of  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Council.  Ilis 
creed  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  he  is 
an  elder. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  1902,  at  Miami,  Texas,  was  sol 
emnized  the  marriage  of  John  Edward  Kinney  and  Miss 
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Bena  H.  Carter,  and  to  them  have  been  given  two 
.laughters  and  a  son:  Clara  May,  born  August  10.  190:S ; 
Elvira,  born  August  27,  1904;  and  Leon  MeCord,  born 
September  24,  1911.  Mrs.  Kinney  is  a  native  of 
Texas  and  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  G.  Carter,  for 
thirty  years  residents  of  Eoberts  county,  now  living  at 
Amarillo,  Te.xas.  During  his  residence  in  Eoberts  county 
S.  G.  Carter  was  one  of  its  leading  citizens.  lie  filled  the 
offices  of  county  sheriff  and  treasurer,  and  for  several 
years  was  county  judge. 

Although  a  busy  man  professionally.  Judge  Kinney 
finds  time  to  look  after  the  supervision  of  his  agricul- 
tural interests,  owning  and  operating  a  farm  half  a 
section  in  extent  in  Gray  county.  That  he  has  succeeded 
in  making  a  place  and  a  name  for  himself  is  due  to  his 
own  elloits,  for  neither  in  his  business  venture  nor  in  the 
work  of  fitting  himself  for  a  professional  life  did  lie 
receive  any  financial  aid. 

Charles  T.  Haltom.  County  attorney  of  Pecos  coun- 
ty, since  1908,  Mr.  Haltom  is  one  of  the  able  vdiing  mem- 
bers of  the  Texas  bar.  In  tlic  Inn  li,.  has  rNceptional 
ability,  has  shown  it  in  all  tlir  bnsiin'ss  wlii.li  lias  been 
entrusted  to  his  care,  and  almi-  witii  tliis  aliililv  he  also 
maintains  snne  of  tho  bost  i, !,■:.]-  ..f  thr  ],.-:>]  pi.,fos- 
sion.  His  li.MM.r  aiMl  |^ris..,,:il  iiil,.^iilv  li;u,.  ,„;  rr  l.rcn 
impeache.l   .Iniui^    l;i^   ,,,  „f,.<MM,i:i  I   r;,ivrr.   an^l    ],]<   |.iili|i,- 

spirit  and   fnni.llv   li,.lpfuli,,^s   arr  .•nim,,-    th Iior   la.'- 

tors  which  make  him  one  of  the  most  popular  eitiicns  of 
Fort  Stockton. 

Mr.  Haltom  was  born  in  Brackettville.  Texas,  January 
7,  1SS.1,  and  has  spent  all  his  life  in  the  state.  He  at- 
tended tlic  imblii-  schools  of  San  Antonio,  and  gradu- 
.-itcil  Irniii  tlH'  1iil;1i  school  of  that  city  and  later  attended 
tlie  I'liiMisilv  (if  Texas  at  Austin,  where  he  was  gradu- 
ated ill  (lie  law  department  in  1906.  At  the  intervals 
of  srhooling  he  worked  to  acquire  means  to  further  his 
eilucation  ami  lie  really  paid  his  way  through  university. 
Gradiiatini,'  in  the  law.  lie  s])ent  several  months  in  mining 
ill  .\r;.^oii:i.  after  nhicli  he  returned  to  San  Antonio,  and 
set  hi.nsilC  111.  In  the  practice  of  law.  A  year  later  he 
miiv(  d  nut  I,,  j'oit  Stockton,  and  has  since  bad  his 
jira.-ti-e  in  this  county.  In  June,  1908,  he  was  appointed 
and  in  November,  1908,  was  elected  to 


county  attorney. 

his    first     term,    now    servi 

term  of  office. 

Mr.    Haltom    was   married 


Thorni 


0  Ml 
of  Pec 


Mi 


the    third    elective 


Stockton,   .lanuary 
.laii-hter  of  J.  W. 


ife 


hers  of  the  Christian  rhur.li,  aii.l  I  ratn  nallv  he  is  affili- 
ated with  the  :\rasons,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  also  with  the  Loval  American. 
He  is  now  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Masonic  Podge,  and 
patron  of  the  Eastern  Star,  has  held  ofiice  in  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  is  one  of  the  managers  of  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World.  As  a  member  of  the  Fort  Stockton 
Commercial  Club  he  exerts  much  influence  to  advance  the 
business  interests  of  the  town.  He  is  an  independent 
Peiiioirat,  and  is  :iii  influential  factor  in  local  affairs. 
While  lilliii'4'  III.'  i.liiri'  of  iirosefuting  attorney  he  served 
as  piiitri|.al  nf  M,.xM,Mi  S.Oinol  from  1909  to  1912.  inclu- 
sive. Pnr  his  .liveisimis  he  is  fond  of  hunting,  fishing 
and  the  quieter  amusements  of  home  and  society.  Con- 
cerning his  native  state,  he  believes  that  Texas  has  some 
of  the  best  laws  to  be  found  on  the  statute  books  of  any 
state  and  has  a  splendid  commercial  future.  He  also  be- 
lieves that  it  is  in  the  beginning  of  a  fast  growing 
period  in  population,  resources  and  wealth,  and  especially 
does  he  believe  this  true  of  West  Texas. 

J.  B.  Prtce.  Now  president  of  the  Texas  Abstract 
Association,  Mr.  Price  has  long  been  identified  with 
the  Abstract  business,  and  is  an  old  resident  of  Weath- 
erford.  His  home  has  been  in  this  state  since  child- 
hood, for  more  than  forty  years,  and  he  has  had  an 
active  and  varied  business  career. 


Price  was  born  January  2,  1859,  at  Brandon, 
i,  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  seven  sons  and 
one  daughter,  five  of  whom  are  still  living,  born  to 
William  and  Frances  C.  (Ply)  Price.  His  parents 
came  to  Texas  in  1869,  locating  at  Lancaster.  His 
father  was  active  in  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South  for  half  a  century.  During 
his  earlier  years  in  Mississippi  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  he  raised  a  company  at  Jackson  for  service  in  the 
Confederate  army.  On  account  of  poor  health  he  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge,  before  the  close  of  the 
war.  In  1879,  the  family  moved  from  Alvarado  in 
Johnson  county  to  Weatherford,  and  there  Rev.  Price 
died  in  September  1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three. 
His  widow  is  still  living  in  Weatherford,  aged  seventy- 
nine  and  quite  active  for  her  years,  attending  church 
almost  every  Sunday. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Price  gained  most  of  his  education  in  the 
Marvin  College  at  Waxahaehie,  and  the  Masonic  school 
conducted  in  Alvarado,  in  Johnson  county,  by  Profes- 
sor I.  A.  Patton.  His  first  business  experience  was 
as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  at  Weatherford.  During 
four  years  as  deputy  county  clerk  of  Parker  county, 
he  became  acquainted  with  and  interested  in  the  line  of 
\\lii.li  has  since  been  his  chief  vocation  and  as  an 
;!l  stiart  man  and  also  handling  loans,  he  does  the  best 
liiisiiM^s  in  Parker  county.  In  July  1910,  Mr.  Price 
was  rh>cted  third  vice  president  of  the  Texas  Abstract 
Association,  and  was  honored  by  election  as  president 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association  in  June  1913, 
at   Dallas. 

In  polities  his  support  has  always  been  given  to  the 
democratic  interests,  fraternally  he  has  filled  the  chairs 
in  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge,  and  has  been  repre- 
sentative at  the  Ctrand  Lodge  in  Port  Worth,  and 
Houston,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Weatherford 
Commercial  Club.  His  church  atiiliation  is  with  the 
Methodist  Church  South,  in  the  first  church  of  Weath- 
erford.    On  January    17,   1883,  in  Alvarado,  Mr.   Price 


Miss 


Sarah  V 
of  eight! 


as   a  huntsman. 


a,  a  daughter  of  R.  A.  and 
atlier,  who  died  several  years  ago, 
li-  her  mother  is  living  at  the  age 
iiiake.s  her  home  with  Mrs.  Price. 
atMiii  enjoys  nothing  more  than 
uiis  III,,  u.sually  spent  in  that  way. 
I-  ;i  .li-i'lay  of  deer  heads,  about 
i\   iiiiiiiating  very  well  his  prowess 


CoL.  CrALiN  Crow.  For  thirty-three  years  the  late  Col. 
Galen  Crow  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
Austin,  and,  while  he  was  not  one  of  the  first  settlers,  sub- 
stantially the  entire  growth  of  the  wonderful  city  was 
under  his  eye,  ^vas  watched  by  him  with  the  interest  and 
pride  of  a  jiroprietor,  and  was  sulistantially  aided  by  his 
wise  counsels  and  firm  hand.  His  career  was  one  teeming 
with  adventures  and  exciting  experiences  from  the  time 
of  his  service  as  a  soldier  of  the  Confederacy  through  the 
days  when  hi'  drove  cattle  across  the  ]dains  to  the  Western 
ticiiitiiT,  and  throughout  his  life  he  maintained  his  repu- 
tiitiiiii  :i~  a  stalwart  and  ]iublic-spirited  citizen,  faithful 
ill  Ills  tiioiidships  and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of 
e\ery  duty  devolving  upon  him. 

I'uhinel  Crow  was  born  in  1822  at  Hartford,  Ohio 
county.  K(  nturky.  and  was  a  son  of  John  W.  Crow.  He 
was  educated  in  private  schools  of  his  native  place,  and, 
coming  of  a  family  of  merchants,  it  was  but  natural  that 
he  should  enter  into  the  activities  of  trade  and  commerce 
when  he  attained  manhood.  In  1857  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Cordelia  A.  Jones,  of  Oregon,  Mis- 
souri, a  daughter  of  William  F.  Jones,  a  prominent  mer- 
chant of  that  place.  He  had  moveil  to  Missouri  several 
years  before,  and,  in  addition  to  being  successfully  en- 
gaged in  a  mercantile  business,  was  prominent  in  Holt 
county  politics,  having  served  six  years  as  sheriff  and  aa 
a  member  of  the  Missouri  State  Legislature.     The  out- 
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break  of  hostilities  between  the  South  and  the  North 
found  his  sympathies  with  the  Confederacy,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly resigned  his  office  in  the  legislature  to  enter 
the  army  of  Gen.  Sterling  Price  as  colonel.  He  served 
from  1861  uutU  1863  with  much  gallantry,  but  in  the 
latter  year  was  captured  by  the  federal  troops  and  con- 
fined in  the  prison  at  Johnson 's  Island,  off  Sandusky. 
When,  eleven  months  later,  he  secured  his  release,  he 
was  broken  in  health,  with  finances  ruined  because  of  his 
service  and  loyalty  to  the  Lost  Cause.  Accordingly  he 
decided  upon  a  trip  across  the  plains,  and  in  the  middle 
of  June,  1864,  left  Nebraska  City,  reaching  Salt  Lake 
City  in  the  following  November.  He  drove  cattle  across 
the  plains  and  disposed  of  them  at  a  handsome  profit 
in  the  Cache  A^alley  in  December,  1S64.  Colonel  Crow 
became  very  favorably  inipresseil  with  this  country  and 
determined  to  make  it  his  future  home.  He  returned  to 
Missouri  the  2d  of  December,  1864,  by  stage  line  run- 
ning from  Salt  Lake  City  to  Nebraska  City,  known  as 
the  Frost  and  HoUiday  Line,  a  much  more  pleasant  way 
to  travel  than  the  way  he  had  gone,  by  ox-teams,  travel- 
ing nine  or  ten  mUes  a  day,  but  his  health  was  fully  re- 
cuperated and  he  never  had  reason  to  regret  taking  the 
trip.  When  reaching  home  he  sold  his  lovely  home  and 
other  property  and  outfitted  with  goods  and  merchandise 
of  different  kinds,  and  May  21,  1865,  started  again  across 
the  plains,  behind  ox-teams,  five  yoke  to  a  team,  nine 
wagons,  with  4,.50O  pounds  to  a  wagon.  Virginia  City, 
Montana  (territoryj,  was  reached  August  22,  186.5,  with- 
out the  loss  of  life  to  one  in  the  party.  However,  the 
trip  was  not  made  without  perils  and  hazards,  as  told  by 
Mrs.  Crow,  who  survives  her  husband  and  is  well  known 
in  Austin.    We  quote  from  her  account : 

' '  We  were  attacked  by  Indians  of  the  most  warlike 
tribe,  the  Ogalala  Sioux,  but  after  several  hours  of  con- 
tinual fighting  managed  to  drive  the  hostiles  off,  although 
one  of  our  men  was  wounded  by  an  arrow,  an  injury  from 
which  he  recovered  in  a  week  or  so.  He  always  thought 
he  was  saved  from  death  by  a  cross  pin  which  I  wore  all 
the  time  and  which  he  had  noticed.  My  husband  had 
made  it  in  prison  and  had  sent  it  to  me  as  a  Christmas 
present  in  1863.  Those  were  troublesome,  tiring  and 
irritating  days  for  all  concerned,  but  not  a  loud  or  dis- 
tasteful word  was  ever  uttered  by  Colonel  Crow  nor  any 
profane  language  was  indulged  in  by  any  of  the  party, 
which  often  numbered  as  many  as  100  people.  The  In- 
dians were  very  desperate  and  determined  to  drive  off  the 
cattle  and  kill  the  immigrants,  and  we  were  very  much 
afraid  of  them.  A.  H.  Crow,  the  oldest  son  of  Colonel 
Grow,  was  then  just  fifteen  years  of  age  and  very  deli- 
cate, but  the  trip  was  exceedingly  beneficial  to  his  health, 
as  it  had  formerly  been  to  his  father's. 

"After  living  in  Virginia  City  for  two  years,  we  sold 
out  and  returned  to  the  States,  leaving  June  18,  1869,  by 
stage  line  for  Fort  Benton,  on  the  upper  Missouri  Eiver, 
where  we  took  a  boat,  "The  Fort  Benton,"  coming  down 
the  Missouri  Eiver  to  Forest  City,  Missouri,  and  going 
thence  to  Oregon  and  on  to  Mound  City  to  visit  my 
mother.  Mr.  Crow  went  on  to  Kentucky  for  a  visit  to 
his  old  home  at  Hartford,  Ohio  county,  and  Allie  Crow 
went  to  Carrolton,  Kentucky,  to  attend  college.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1867,  we  again  started  for  Texas,  leaving  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri,  for  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  on  a  large 
Missouri-Mississippi  river  packet,  the  "Telegraph  No. 
2."  an  excellent  boat  and  a  delightful  wav  to  travel. 
The  captain  was  named  Lorillard,  belonging  "to  the  fam- 
ily of  tobacco  fame,  and  was  a  perfect  manager  of  his 
boat.  It  seemed  to  us  that  our  hardships  and  privations 
were  about  over,  but  it  was  not  to  be  so.  When  we 
reached  New  Orleans,  on  September  17th,  we  found  that 
unfortunate  city  in  the  throes  of  one  of  its  worst  yellow 
fever  epidemics,  more  people  having  died  on  the  15th 
and  16th  of  that  month  than  at  any  other  time  during 
the  season.  Naturally,  we  were  most  anxious  to  leave 
the  stricken  city.  Dr.  Carter  instructed  us  to  go  to  the 
water,  and  there  we  found  our  same  boat.  Captain  Lor- 


illard extending  a  kind  invitation  to  us  to  come  aboard 
his  vessel,  on  which  we  traveled  back  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Bed  Eiver  and  up  to  the  town  of  Alexandria.  There, 
however,  the  people  did  not  want  us  to  land,  as  they  had 
received  news  of  the  epidemic  at  New  Orleans  and  feared 
that  we  would  spread  contagion.  Colonel  Crow  said :  '  I 
will  land,  but  do  not  ask  you  to  let  me  go  into  your 
town, '  but  the  countrymen  still  insisted  that  we  should 
not  come  near  them,  and  it  was  necessary  for  Colonel 
Crow  to  display  his  gun,  a  well-mounted  weapon,  which, 
however,  I  had  never  heard  of  being  an  especially  good 
one,  although  my  husband  was  very  proud  of  it.  Finally 
an  old  man  by  the  name  of  Captain  Feathers  came  and 
shook  hands  with  us  and  said :  '  My  friends,  I  own  a 
hotel,  so  just  follow  me  and  I  will  take  you  under 
shelter.'  Colonel  Crow  thanked  him  and  said:  'On  one 
condition,  and  that  is  if  you  will  buy  me  a  pair  of 
horses,  a  spring  wagon  and  suitable  things  with  which 
we  can  camp. '  This  done,  we  started  Texasward  with 
our  three  children,  and  reached  Washington  county,  near 
Independence,  October  5,  1867.  In  a  few  days  we  were 
all  down  with  yellow  fever,  Colonel  Crow  being  very  ill 
for  several  days  and  one  of  the  children  being  also  very 
sick  —  but  the  Crows  were  not  to  die  that  way.  After 
the  sick  members  of  the  party  had  recovered  we  moved 
to  Bastrop  county,  Texas,  reaching  that  point  in  a  cold 
norther,  November  20th.  From  Bastrop  we  moved  to 
Austin  in  1870,  and  here  I  have  made  my  home  ever 
since.    I  really  feel  as  though  I  were  a  Texan. ' ' 

From  his  arrival  in  Austin  in  1870,  until  his  death,  in 
March,  1903,  Colonel  Crow  was  successfully  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business,  being  one  of  his  city's  sub- 
stantial men  at  the  time  of  his  demise.  With  a  kind  and 
generous  heart,  which  delighted  in  deeds  of  benevolence, 
his  influence  was  altogether  beneficent,  and  his  attitude 
at  times  heroic.  The  world  is  better  for  the  lives  of  such 
men.  Mrs.  Crow  is  a  lady  of  remarkable  abilities,  is 
widely  known  in  Austin,  and  has  the  friendship  and  affec- 
tion of  many  who  know  her.  She  has  been  the  mother 
of  the  following  children:  Mary,  who  is  now  deceased; 
Kittle,  who  is  the  wife  of  W.  B.  Estill;  Louise,  the  wife 
of  W.  A.  Boswell,  a  real  estate  man  of  Austin;  Acrata, 
who  is  the  wife  of  C.  A.  King;  A.  H.,  who  died  in  1882; 
Galen,  who  is  superintendent  of  the  Water  and  Light 
Power  Company  at  Guthrie,  Oklahoma;  McCreery,  who 
is  a  prominent  farmer  of  Hayes  county,  Texas,  and  Wil- 
liam Price,  who  is  a  prosperous  dairyman  of  Travis 
county,  Texas. 

Colonel  Crow  was  a  Knights  Templar  Mason,  as  is  his 
son  Galen.  McCreery  and  William  are  Blue  Lodge 
Masons,  and  A.  H.  had  attained  to  the  Scottish  Eite 
degree.  The  wife  of  A.  H.  Crow,  who  had  been  Miss 
Julia  Filers,  of  Bastrop,  Texas,  died  in  1881  without 
issue. 

Ward  B.\nkhead.  Bepresenting  a  family  which  has 
lived  in  Parker  county  for  more  than  thirty  "years.  Ward 
Bankhead  is  a  native  of  the  county,  a  popular  young 
citizen,  who  has  been  entrusted  by  the  people  with  the 
office  of  county  clerk,  in  which  he  is  giving  excellent  and 
efficient   service. 

Ward  Bankhead  was  born  January  23,  1887,  in 
Parker  county.  His  parents  are  G.  J.  and  Georgia  Ann 
Bankhead.  Great-grandfather  Bankhead  came  to  Amer- 
ica from  Ireland,  while  on  the  mother's  side,  Mr. 
Bankhead  is  of  Scotch  ancestry.  The  father  was  an 
Alabama  man,  while  the  mother  came  from  Virginia. 
G.  J.  Bankhead  moved  from  Alabama  to  Texas  about 
1870,  first  locating  in.  Dallas,  where  he  was  agent  for 
the  Texas  Trunk  railroad,  and  later  took  up  farming 
and  mechanical  pursuits.  His  removal  to  Parker  county 
occurred  about  1880,  where  he  has  since  continued 
farming  and  mechanical  work.  In  1904  he  was  hon- 
ored by  election  to  the  office  of  county  clerk  and  held 
that  position  two  terms.  During  the  war  among  the 
states  he  was   captain  of  company  K,  Fifth  Alabama, 
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Patterson 's  Brigade  of  Cavalry,  and  went  through  the 
war  from  the  early  parts  until  its  close.  There  were 
six  children  in  the  family,  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
teis,  all  of  whom   are   livnig  in   1913. 

Ward  Bankhcail,  ^ei-unu  among  the  children,  has 
lived  all  his  life  iu  I'arker  county,  and  Vas  trained  in 
the  local  public  school;^.  In  190.5  he  completed  a  course 
in  the  Dallas  Business  College.  His  first  regular  work 
was  as  stenographer,  with  the  Fisher  Dry  Goods  House, 
and  two  years  later  he  entered  the  courthouse  at 
W.'iilli.!  1(11.1  as  deputy  county  clerk,  his  work  in  that 
i:;|,i  in  I  i-iiiiiiug  January  1,  1907.  His  service  as 
<li'|iit\  u,i\r  liim  a  thorough  familiarity  with  all  the 
diiaii^  "t  tile  (rltice,  and  in  1912,  when  his  name  was 
placed  on  the  ticket  as  candidate  for  the  office,  he  was 
elected  without  opposition.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  October,  1913.  Mr.  Bankhead  is  a  Democrat  of 
the  progressive  kind,  and  has  done  considerable  cam- 
paign work  in  Parker  county.  During  1910  to  1912,  he 
was  a  precinct  chairman.  Fraternally  his  affiliations 
are  with  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  has  taken  the 
Chapter  and  Knights  Templar  degrees,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  WTienever  possible,  Mr. 
Bankhead  is  ready  to  support  and  cooperate  with  any 
local  movement  for  the  improvement  of  his  locality, 
anil  lie  is  OIK-  of  the  popular  members  of  the  Weather- 
fni,|  CoMiiii.  ii  ial  Club.  His  church  is  the  Presbyterian. 
As  u(iiii.i  1  ijiiity  offers  he  spends  his  vacation  Ininting 
and  (isliiiiy,  and  is  one  of  the  vigorous  and  public 
spirited  younger  members  of  this  splendid  west  Texas 
county. 

Robert  Lee  Stexxis.  A  former  county  judge  of 
Parker  county,  Robert  Lee  Stennis  has  for  twenty 
years  been  a  resident  of  Weatherford,  and  during  most 
of  this  time  has  been  in  active  practice  as  a  lawyer. 
Judge  Stennis  is.  a  leader  in  his  part  of  the  state,  a 
man  of  wholesome  influence  iu  affairs,  and  has  a  splen- 
did  record   of   accomplishment  and   attainment. 

Robert  Lee  Stennis  was  born  July  10,  1870,  near 
Meridian,  Mississippi,  a  son  of  A.  T.  and  Julia  (Ed- 
wards) Stennis.  The  Stennis  family  is  of  Scotch  and 
Irish  stock  and  Presbyterian  in  religion.  There  are 
large  numbers  bearing  the  name  in  the  states  of  Missis- 
sippi and  South  Carolina,  and  most  of  them  were  slave 
holders  and  planters  before  the  war  and  took  an  active 
part  on  the  Confederate  side.  On  his  mother's  side 
Judge  Stennis  is  connected  with  the  prominent  old 
Edwards  family,  which  came  from  Holland  and  settled 
in  the  Middle  Atlantic  and  Southern  states  in  the  early 
days.  The  maternal  grand  mother  was  of  English  stock, 
thus  uniting  four  different  racial  lines  of  ancestry  in 
the  judge.  The  judge's  father  was  a  planter  and  before 
the  war  a  slave  holder,  and  continued  in  that  vocation 
until  his  death.  During  the  war  he  became  an  officer 
in  the  Confederate  army,  having  raised  a  company  in 
Kemper  county,  Mississippi,  serving  as  its  captain, 
later  was  promoted  to  major  of  the  Fifth  Mississippi 
Infantry,  and  still  later  became  lieutenant  colonel.  He 
went  all  through  the  war,  and  was  one  of  the  distin- 
guished southern  soldiers.  His  death  occurred  in  Missis- 
sippi in  1878,  and  his  wife  died  in  1S9-1.  There  were 
seven  children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom 
are  now  living.    Judge  Stennis  is  the  youngest  son. 

As  a  boy  he  lived  on  the  Mississippi  plantation,  at- 
tending the  local  schools,  and  for  five  years  was  a  stu- 
dent in  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  of  Mis- 
sissippi at  Starksville,  while  General  S.  D.  Lee  was  presi- 
dent of  the  institution.  In  1892  he  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  The  following  three  years 
were  spent  in  teaching  iu  Mississippi  and  Texas,  his  resi- 
dence in  the  latter  state  beginning  in  1893.  Since  that 
year  his  home  has  been  in  Parker  county.  WTiile  teach- 
ing he  took  up  the  study  of  law,  and  in  Mav  1895  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Weatherford. 

Judge  Stennis  has  had  an  active  part  in  public  affairs. 


and  in  1904  was  elected  county  judge  of  Parker  county, 
holding  office  for  two  terms.  When  he  was  first  elected 
to  the  office  the  custom  still  prevailed  in  Texas  as  else- 
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ith  all  his  power  of  utterance,  aud  eventually  secured 
the  passage  of  resolutions  prohiljiting  the  acceptance  of 
railroad  passes  by  the  county  judges.  It  illustrates  his 
fidelity  to  his  convictions  of  right  that  he  refused  the 
passes  and  began  the  agitation  at  a  time  when  his  ac- 
tion would  be  of  the  greatest  benefit,  and  when  it  could 
not  possibly  be  misconstrued.  The  judge  has  always 
been  a  Democrat,  is  a  very  effective  speaker,  and  has 
taken  part  in  a  number  of  campaigns.  He  was  a  delegate 
from  his  county  to  the  state  convention  in  1900,  and  is  a 
loyal  supporter  of  the  present  Wilson  administration. 

Fraternally  his  associations  are  with  the  Masonic  Or- 
der in  which  he  has  taken  the  Knights  Templar  degree, 
and  belongs  to  the  Mystic  Shrine,  aud  he  is  also  affiliated 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  As  an  active  worker  for  local  benefits,  he  has 
membership  in  the  Chamber  of  (Jommerce  of  Weather- 
ford. His  church  is  the  Southern  Presbyterian,  in  which 
for  eighteen  years  he  has  served  as  an  elder. 

On  December  12,  1900,  at  Waxahachie,  Texas,  Mr. 
Stennis  married  Miss  Lu  Rainey  Nash,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Lu  Rainey  Nash,  who  came  from  Louisiana  to 
Texas  in  an  early  day.  Her  father  was  an  attorney  at 
law,  and  died  iu  ISSi,  while  her  mother  is  still  living. 
The  judge  and  wife  have  two  children,  a  son  and  a 
daughter.  Miss  Rainey  Lee  Stennis,  aged  eleven  and 
now  a  student  in  the  public  schools ;  and  Robert  Nash 
Stennis,  aged  three. 

Judge  Stennis  is  a  steadfast  booster  of  the  resources 
and  civilization  of  his  section  of  Texas,  and  in  support 
of  his  enthusiasm,  he  points  to  the  excellent  schools,  the 
churches,  the  generally  high  standards  of  living  among 
the  people,  and  also  the  splendid  material  resources.  It 
was  Parker  county  to  which  was  awarded  the  prize  for 
the  largest  watermelon  at  the  St.  Louis  Exposition,  that 
prize  melon  weighing  one  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds. 
Judge  Stennis  is  well  established  in  his  profession  and 
enjoys  the  confidence  of  all  the  people  in  his  community. 
He  has  been  too  busy  to  take  a  vacation,  and  is  always 
a  worker,  a  genial  personality,  a  good  talker  on  all  sub- 
jects, and  has  a  career  of  large  usefulness  still  ahead  of 
him. 

Theodcre  F.  TEirPLE.  Twentv  vears  ago  Judge 
Temple  was  admitted  to  the  Texas'  baV.  Nearly  all  his 
professional  career  has  been  at  AVeatherford  iii  Parker 
county,  which  he  is  now  serving  in  the  office  of  county 
judge.  In  the  law,  in  public  affairs,  in  education,  and 
in  business  Judge  Temple  has  been  a  real  factor  in  the 
affairs  of  this  county  for  a  great  many  years.  His 
ability  and  attainments  are  of  that  type  which  makes 
leaders  of  men,  and  it  is  iu  a  jiosition  of  leadership  that 
he  has  worked  for  a  nuuilier  of  vcars. 

Theodore  F.  Temple  was  born  October  27.  1861.  at 
Greenevilie,  Tennessee,  a  sou  of  William  and  Mary 
Temple.  In  ancestry  tlio  i^|l|^e  |Mi<sr-sr-.  tin'  ih-t  iintivo 
stock  of  the  Irish,  Scoti-li,  .■iml  I'ji^li-li.  lli-  i.tl.n-  \^■|Iile 
a  resident  of  Tennessee.  M.a^  :i  -Iiim-  ImI  i.  -  :ii;,i  |.l:inter 
before  the  war.  and  there  .-n'e  :i  niiinlirr  oi'  t:uiiiiies  of  the 
Tenii.les  miil  re);, led  le.-nhli,s  i,i  tl.at  state.  William 
Teni].le  iiiiive.l  fn  Texas  in  issl.  :,,id  i-ontinued  to  farm 
in  this  stale  until  Ins  .lonili  ,.u  \ox,.,nber  28,  1882.  His 
widow  siuM\ed  until  liMJi..  Of  their  eight  children,  four 
were  sons  and  four  were  daughters,  and  the  eldest  son  is 
Judge  Temple. 
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Judge  Temple  lived  in  Tennessee,  the  first  twenty  years 
of  his  life.  The  public  schools  were  his  introduction 
to  learning,  and  later  he  was  a  student  in  the  Edwards 
Academy,  conducted  by  the  United  Brethren  Church  at 
Greeneville.  After  coming  to  Texas  he  was  a  student  in 
the  Granbury  College,  and  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  1SS9.  School  teaching  was  his 
profession  for  some  years,  and  up  to  1892  he  was  identi- 
fied with  the  Weatherford  College.  While  teaching  there 
he  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  in  May  1893  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  Weatherford.  Up  to  1897  he  was 
engaged  in  practice  at  Weatherford,  and  then  went  out 
to  Toyah  in  western  Texas,  where  he  taught  school  for 
one  year.  Returning  to  Weatherford,  judge  Temple 
■  formed  a  partnership  with  the  late  Col.  J.  L.  "L.  MeCall, 
which  was  only  dissolved  by  the  death  of  Col.  McCall 
in  1904.  Since  then  the  Judge  has  practiced  alone,  and 
has  enjoyed  a  large  and  distinctive  patronage  in  both 
counsel  and  eoiivt  work. 

He  received  the  Democratic  nomination  in  the  primaries 
of  July.  191i,  for  the  office  of  county  judge  and 
in  the  following  November  his  election  was  approved  by 
the  people.  The  career  of  Judge  Temple  in  politics  has 
experienced  some  changes.  In  1894,  during  the  Pop- 
ulists movement,  he  supported  that  cause,  and  continued 
an  advocate  of  the  doctrines  as  long  as  W.  J.  Bryan  up- 
held populistic  views.  However,  in  recent  years,  he  has 
been  a  stanch  Democrat,  seeking,  voting  and  working 
for  the  good  of  the  party.  In  1910  he  was  a  delegate 
to  the  Democratic  State  Convention  at  Galveston.  In 
1912  his  support  was  actively  given  to  the  Wilson  cause, 
and  the  judge  regards  the  present  Wilson  administra- 
tion with  much  favor  and  satisfaction.  Fraternally  his 
associations  are  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World  and  others.  He  has  each  succeed- 
ing year  been  a  delegate  to  the  annual  convention  of 
Woodmen,  since  the  organiyation  of  the  order.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Columbia  Woodmen  and  to  the  F.  M.  C. 
His  public  spirited  citizenship  is  always  manifest  in 
every  cooperative  undertaking  for  the  advancement  of 
the  interests  of  the  town,  and  he  has  an  active  mem- 
bership in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Weatherford. 
In  reliffion  his  interest  is  very  closely  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  south,  with  which  denomina- 
tion he  has  been  identified  since  he  was  ten  years  of  age. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  stewards  of  the  district 
conference,  a  teacher  in  the  bible  class  for  the  past  fifteen 
years,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  genera!  conference  at 
Asheville,  Xorth  Carolina,  in  1910. 

The  first  marriage  of  Judge  Temple  was  on  Christ- 
mas Day  of  1890  at  Rockport,  Texas,  when  Miss  Mary 
A.  Davis  became  his  wife.  Her  parents  were  Hugh  W. 
and  Darthula  K.  Davis,  of  Weatherford.  Her  father, 
who  was  a  cotton  buyer,  died  in  March,  1897,  having 
survived  his  wife  several  years.  Hugh  W.  Davis  was  a 
Confederate  soldier,  serving  in  the  Infantry  branch,  and 
in  one  of  the  many  battles  in  which  it  participated  he 
was  captured.  After  being  held  in  Federal  prison  for 
a  number  of  months,  he  managed  to  make  his  escape 
and  though  fired  upon  finally  reached  the  Confederate 
lines  and  rejoined  his  company,  continuing  actively  with 
his  command  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Judge  Temple 
lost  his  first  wife  in  September,  1897.  There  were  two 
sons:  Theodore  W.,  now  in  a  business  college  at  Weather- 
ford, IS  preparing  to  enter  the  Agricultural  and  Mechan- 
ical College  at  Bryan  and  take  a  course  in  civil  engineer- 
ing. Hugh  W.  Temple,  is  a  student  in  the  public  schools 
of  Weatherford.  On  December  14,  1899.  Judge  Temple 
married  Miss  Sarah  E.  Estes.  a  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  H 
Estes  of  Hood  county.  Dr.  Estes  and  wife  both  died  in 
1901.  The  judge  and  wife  have  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Maggie  Estes  Tem.ple,  aged  seven. 

George  W.  Hakdt.  A  Brownwood  business  man  with 
tiTie  record  of  success,  one  who  began  in  this  city  ten 
:     twelve    years    ago,    with    very    modest    capital,"  Mr. 


Hardy  has  spent  practically  all  his  active  career  in  Texas, 
and  has  great  faith  in  the  state  as  a  region  of  unlim- 
ited natural  resources,  and  a  place  where  the  industrious 
and  ambitious  may  be  sure  of  the  satisfactory  rewards 
of  life. 

George  W.  Hardy  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  born  in 
Logan  county,  August  23,  1862.  He  was  the  oldest  of 
the  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living,  born  to 
John  H.  and  Frances  Hardy.  The  family  is  of  English 
and  Irish  stock,  and  the  grandfather  of  Mr.  Hardy  on 
his  mother's  side  was  a  slave  trader  and  planter  in  Ken- 
tucky. There  are  several  families  of  the  name  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Virginia,  and  also  in  Mississippi.  The  father, 
who  was  a  painter  by  trade,  left  Kentucky  in  1882,  and 
settled  in  Sherman,  Texas,  from  which  city  he  moved 
in  1899  to  Brownwood,  where  he  and  his  wife  still  reside. 
He  has  been  in  the  painting  business  since  moving  to 
Brownwood. 

George  W.  Hardy  grew  to  manhood  in  the  decade  of 
the  Civil  war  and  the  reconstruction  period  following, 
and  this  part  of  the  country  and  the  circumstances  of 
the  home  did  not  permit  of  liberal  educational  advan- 
tages, although  he  made  the  best  of  his  opportunities 
and  is  a  man  of  thorough  practical  skill  and  well  in- 
formed on  all  the  vital  problems  of  the  day.  When  a 
boy  he  learned  the  painting  and  paperhanging  trade, 
and  followed  it  as  a  workman  for  about  eighteen  years. 
In  1901  he  engaged  in  the  wallpaper  and  painting  busi- 
ness on  a  small  capital,  and  in  a  very  small  shop.  Suc- 
cess has  come  to  him  in  generous  measures  since  that 
time,  and  owing  to  his  ability  to  fill  contracts  readily 
and  reliably  he  has  never  lacked  an  abundance  of  cus- 
tom. In  1911  his  business  had  increased  so  that  he  or- 
ganized the  Hardy  &  Denney  Paint  &  Wallpaper  Com- 
pany with  a  capital  stock  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 
He  has  since  been  president  of  this  company.  The 
storeroom  of  the  company  is  one  hundred  and  tweuty- 
five  by  twenty-five  feet,  and  it  is  stocked  with  a  com- 
plete line  of  all  grades  of  paints  and  papers.  Mr. 
Hardy  is  also  a  member  of  the  Brownwood  Oil  &  Devel- 
opment Company,  his  faith  in  the  resources  of  this  sec- 
tion of  Texas  leading  him  to  support  every  enterprise 
that  looks  to  better  development  of  its  resources. 

For  one  term  he  has  served  as  city  alderman,  and  is 
a  loyal  Democrat,  and  supporter  of  Democratic  policies, 
especially  as  exemplified  by  the  present  administration. 
He  has  affiliation  with  the  Masonic  and  Knights  of 
Pythias  Order,  and  is  Grand  Representative  of  the  lat- 
ter order,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Mr.  Hardy  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  south.  On  April  17,  1883,  he 
married  Miss  Loca  Bell  Benton,  of  Sherman,  Texas.  Her 
father  was  a  stock  man  for  many  years,  and  continued 
in  that  line  until  his  death.  Her  mother,  Amanda  E. 
Benton,  died  in  1912.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hardy  became  the 
parents  of  five  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living. 
Miss  Virginia  Morton  Hardy  was  born  March  1,  1888, 
graduated  from  the  Daniel  Baker  College  of  Brown- 
wood, and  now  lives  with  her  parents. 

Joseph  Becton,  M.  D.  In  a  profession  that  was  sig- 
nificantly dignified  and  honored  by  the  character  and 
ministrations  of  his  distinguished  father.  Dr.  Becton 
has  himself  gained  marked  priority  and  is  one  of  the 
representative  physicians  and  surgeons  of  his  native 
state.  Engaged  in  practice  in  the  city  of  Greenville,  he 
is  here  conducting  a  well  equipped  private  hospital  and 
is  devoting  his  attention  almost  exclusively  to  the  surgical 
branch  of  his  profession,  He  has  achieved  special  suc- 
cess and  reputation  in  surgery,  as  well  as  gynecology, 
and  holds  secure  place  in  the  esteem  of  his  professional 
confreres  and  in  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  the 
general  public  in  his  field  of  activity.  A  scion  of  one  of 
the  sterling  and  influential  pioneer  families  of  the  Lone 
Star  state.  Dr.  Becton  is  a  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Edwin  P. 
Becton,  to  whom  a  specific  memoir  is  dedicated  on  other 
pages  of  this  work,  so  that  a  repetition  of  the  family 
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history  and  other  jjersonal  data  is  not  demanded  in  the 
sketch  here  presented. 

Dr.  Becton  was  born  in  the  village  of  Kilgore,  Gregg 
county,  Texas,  on  the  19th  of  October,  ]8G5,  and  the 
major  part  of  his  preliminary  educational  discipline 
was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  Sulphur  Springs, 
Hopkins  county,  to  which  place  the  family  removed  in 
1874.  Later  he  completed  an  academic  course  in  Austin 
College,  at  Sherman,  this  state,  and  in  preparation  for 
his  chosen  profession  he  availed  himself  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  s:iiin'  III-:  II  ii:  iMiis  in  which  his  honored 
father  had  been  :i  - 1  ■  •  :  li  i;irlier  profession  studies 
were  pursued  in  tin       ■  iitraent  of  the  University 

of  Louisville,  at  Lm  i-xill  ,,  Kmtucky,  and  he  completed 
his  technical  course  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Tennessee,  in  the  city  of  Nashville.  In 
this  institution  he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1890  and  from  the  same  he  received  his  well 
oarned  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  In  August  of  the 
same  year  he  established  himself  in  practice  at  Quanah, 
the  county  seat  of  Hardeman  county,  Texas,  and  there 
he  continued  his  zealous  labors  until  1897,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Greenville,  in  which  thriving  and  imiiortant 
city  of  Northern  Texas  he  has  since  coutiniu'd  in  active 
and  successful  practice.  Dr.  Becton  has  counted  as 
satisfactory  to  himself  none  but  the  highest  possible 
standard  in  his  profession,  and  for  several  years  past 
he  has  given  time  to  effective  and  advanced  post-graduate 
work  in  the  leading  medical  colleges  and  hospital  clinics 
of  the  City  of  Chicago.  Since  1900,  with  full  recogni- 
tion of  the  expediency  of  concentration  in  the  work  of 
his  profession,  he  has  limited  his  practice  almost  ex- 
clusively to  surgery,  and  in  this  field  of  endeavor  he 
has  gained  distinct  precedence  as  a  skilled  operator  in 
both  major  and  minor  surgery,  with  many  delicate  and 
critical   operations    to   hi;  '"       ~ 


lit.  For  the  proper  care 
M^i's  the  Doctor  maintains 
■  hospital,  and  the  same 
Miithering  the  success  of 
Hi  the  American  Medical 
idjunct  or  subsidiary  or- 
ce-president  of  the  Texas 
IS  president  of  each  the 
y,  the  XnrthcMst  Texas 
■li  'rcv:i«  M.'.lii-il  Society, 
lirr  (li-tiiM-i  inn  ,,i'  having 
ut  till'  Suiitliwr^t  iledical 
s  uf  Texas,   Aikaiisas  and 


and  treatment  of  Iil 
his  admirably  apiHii.  ■  i  i  i 
affords  the  best  ot  i  i 
his  work.  He  is  iilmtlin,!  \ 
Association  and  its  various  : 
ganizatious;  has  served  as  vi 
State  Medical  Society,  and  ; 
Hunt  County  Medical  Sociel 
Medical  Society,  and  the  Xml 
besides  which  he  has  the  t'uii 
held  the  office  of  vice  presiilml 
Association,  covering  the  state 
Oklahoma. 

Dr.- Becton  is  a  loyal  and  progressive  citizen  and  takes 
special  interest  in  all  that  tends  to  foster  the  civic  and 
material  advancement  of  his  home  city.  He  is  un- 
wavering in  his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party  and 
is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  1891.  was  solemni?ed  the 
marriage  of  Dr.  Becton  to  Miss  Anna  Snyles,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Robert  Sayles,  a  representative  jihysician  of 
Greenville,  and  the  three  children  of  this  union  are:  Mary, 
who  is  the  wife  of  B.  Y.  Collier,  of  CJreenville;  Anna 
Olivia,  who  is  the  wife  of  Jesse  Boyken.  of  Greenville, 
and  Joseph,  Jr.  The  family  is  one  of  prominence  in 
connection  with  the  representative  social  activities  of 
Greenville. 

James  Louis  Millspaugh.  That  a  community  should 
be  what  it  is  largely  as  a  result  of  one  man  's  'life  and 
activities  is  perhaps  the  highest  tribute  possible  to  pay 
to  human  individuality.  None  would  dispute  that  the 
flourishing  city  of  San  Angelo  bears  in  its  present  com- 
mercial and  municipal  organization  the  impress  of  the 
character  and  influence  of  the  late  James  Louis  Mills- 
paugh, who  will  long  be  remembered  as  a  business 
builder,  a  civic  leader  and  a  man  of  splendid  personal 
character.  Mr.  Millspaugh  came  here  in  the  days  of 
old  Fort  Concho,  more  than  forty  years  ago,  was  post 


trader  and  general  contractor  and  otherwise  connected 
with  the  government  establishment  here,  and  was  thus 
on  the  ground  and  became  a  pioneer  in  the  development 
of  the  little  city,  which  has  since  become  a  metropolis 
of  central  west  Texas. 

James  Louis  Millspaugh  was  born  at  Middletown,  New 
York,  August  28,  1841,  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  seven 
children  born  to  Virgil  Millspaugh  and  Hannah  Mc- 
Veigh. The  family  on  the  paternal  side  was  Holland 
Dutch,  and  on  the  maternal  was  Scotch  Irish,  and  many 
of  the  names  still  U\r  in  Xow  Vork  state.  In  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Xrw  ^■.nk  111.'  lat,.  ill.  Millspaugh  had  an 
education  bett.i  tli.m  tl nlmaiy,  and  qualified  him- 
self and  taugiit  srliool  iu  .\e\\  York  for  several  years. 
He  was  just  at  manhood  when  the  war  between  the 
states  broke  out,  and  he  then  enlisted  in  Company  F,  of 
the  'eighty-third  New  York  Infantry.  On  July  22,  1862, 
he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  of  Company 
C  of  the  Fifty-third  New  York  Infantry.  Not  long  after 
that  he  was  wounded  and  so  incapacitated  that  he  was 
given  his  honorable  discharge  and  returned  home.  He 
did  not  remain  long  in  New  York,  and  went  out  west 
and  became  connected  with  the  railway  contracting  busi- 
ness during  the  construction  of  the  Union  Pacific  Line 
from  the  Missouri  Eiver  west.  After  that  he  moved 
around  considerably  in  the  western  country,  and  finally 
came  to  Fort  Concho,  in  1871,  at  a  time  when  permanent 
settlement  had  not  advanced  within  many  miles  of  that 
point,  and  the  only  occupants  of  the  entire  region  were 
the  soldii'is  ainl  rnitlemen.  At  Fort  Concho  he  was  ap- 
pointeil  |H'-l  tiinl.  1.  and  for  many  years  was  postmaster 
there,  ilc  did  uii  ixlcnsive  business  for  the  government, 
being  a  gu\einnu'ni  contractor  for  supplies  not  only  at 
Fort  Concho,  but  for  other  government  posts  in  Texas, 
and  this  business  made  him  very  well  known  and  placed 
him  in  a  position  to  be  of  great  service  to  the  country 
when  it  should  begin  to  develope.  Thus  a  few  years 
later  he  assisted  in  platting  the  town  site  of  San  Angelo, 
near  Fort  Concho,  and  he  must  be  given  credit  for  the 
fact  that  the  city  has  its  streets  one  hundred  feet  in 
width,  and  that  in  other  respects  San  Angelo  is  one  of 
the  best  planned  cities  of  the  state.  As  population 
came  and  the  town  increased,  he  showed  much  enter- 
prise in  taking  the  lead  in  those  undertakings,  which 
are  for  the  general  welfare  of  all  citizens,  and  among 
other  things  he  built  the  first  ice  factory,  operated  the 
first  electric  light  plant,  and  also  organized  the  water 
company,  which  supplies  the  municipality  witli  a  gen- 
eral water  service.  In  late  years  much  has  been  heard 
and  said  in  Texas  about  city  beautifying,  and  special 
emphasis  has  been  placed  upon  the  necessity  of  planting 
trees  in  the  streets.  It  is  interesting  in  this  connection 
that  Mr.  Millspaugh  took  the  lead  at  San  Angelo,  and 
many  of  the  trees  which  now  give  their  grateful  shade 
to  the  passer-by  were  set  out  and  cared  for  as  a  result 
of  Mr.  Jlillspaugh  in  local  citizenship.  In  this  and  in 
every  other  matter  affecting  the  general  improvement  of 
the  city  he  was  foremost  in  advice  and  practical  work. 
Mr.  Millspaugh  was  one  of  the  active  members  of  the 
railroad  committee  which  secured  the  construction  of 
the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  to  San  Angelo  as  its  terminus, 
a  point  at  which  it  remained  for  so  many  years,  and 
which  gave  San  Angelo  its  first  great  impetus  as  a  com- 
mercial center.  He  also  constructed  the  dam  across  the 
Concho  Eiver,  and  thus  provided  for  power  and  a  per- 
manent  water   supply. 

The  late  James  L.  Millspaugh  was  a  man  of  indomit- 
able energy  and  of  singular  originality.  He  possessed 
a  mind  very  fertile  in  expedient  and  enterprise,  and  had 
the  courage  of  his  convictions  and  the  resourcefulness  to 
]:jut  his  plans  into  effect.  He  is  remembered  as  one 
who  took  great  delight  in  reading  and  study,  and  his  re- 
tentive memory  enabled  him  to  employ  the  varied  in- 
formation to  effective  purpose  whenever  he  needed  it. 
He  was  a  very  interesting  conversationalist,  and  withal 
one  of  the  most  popular  men  San  Angelo  ever  had  among 
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its  citiiens.     His  ambitious  and  thought  were  all  inter- 
twined  with   the   welfare   of   San   Angelo,    and    to    him 
perhaps  more  than  to  any  other  indivnlii:!  1    m    :li-   ^ 
tion  does  San  Angelo  owe  its  present  sii.  .  .    -i!   ;  i 
The  late  Mr.  Millspaugh  was  one  of  tin   .  I  J  1 1     .       ..     iL. 
Concho   National   Bank  of   San  Angeln,    tli.     iii~i    linu 
cial  institution  in  the  city,  and  of  which  he  v.as  uiiu  of 
the  first  directors. 

In  politics  he  was  always  a  Eepublican,  and  of  the 
Progressive  type.  His  church  was  the  Presbyterian.  In 
San  Antonio,  on  December  31,  1879,  Mr.  Millspaugh  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Sanderson  of  that 
city.  Her  parents  were  K.  B.  and  Mary  (Currie)  Sander- 
son. E.  B.  Sanderson  was  a  well  known  sheep  farmer  in 
Tom  Green  county,  and  a  very  prominent  man.  He  had 
come  to  Texas  in  1876  from  Wisconsin,  having  previously 
been  a  farmer  in  Columbia  county  of  that  state,  and 
several  times  having  represented  his  county  in  both 
houses  of  the  Wisconsin  legislature.  After  moving  to 
Texas  he  was  in  the  stock  raising  business,  and  so  con- 
tinued until  his  death  in  1887.  His  widow  survived  un- 
til 1902.  Mrs.  Millspaugh  was  the  oldest  of  the  six  chil- 
dren in  the  Sanderson  family,  and  the  three  others  now 
living  are:  Eobert  C.  Sanderson  of  Big  Springs,  Texas; 
Mrs.  Charles  W.  Hobbs  of  San  Angelo,  and  Frank  G. 
Sanderson  of  Forth  Worth. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Millspaugh  were 
born  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living,  mention  of 
them  being  made  as  follows:  Sidney  Sanderson  Mills- 
paugh, born  in  1881,  ni:nri.i|  Sainh  I',  (nimiugham  in 
1908.  Mary  Bland  nnu  Mis.  Dinohf  L.  Hunter,  born 
in  1884;  Emily,  born  in  ls^r>.  ilic.l  m  Issd;  Dorah,  now 
Mrs.  L.  F.  Boulware  was  born  in  ISSO  and  married 
in  1909;  Helen,  Mrs.  Frank  S.  Hodgins  was  born  in 
1888,  and  died  in  1912;  Jeanette,  and  Louise,  twins, 
were  born  in  1890;  the  youngest  child  is  Miss  Minnie 
Frances,  who  was  born  in  1894.  Mrs.  Millspaugh  on 
her  father's  side  is  of  English  descent,  and  Scotch  on 
the  maternal  side.  She  is  now  living  in  the  old  home 
in  San  Angelo,  near  the  site  of  old  Fort  Concho,  in 
what  is  now  the  south  half  of  the  city.  She  is  surrounded 
by  her  family  and  many  friends,  and  is  esteemed  both 
for  her  own  qualities  of  heart  and  mind,  and  also  for 
the  character  and  activities  of  her  late  husband  who 
died  November  13,  1908. 

Joseph  William  Bcgar.  Abilene 's  leading  mercan- 
tile enterprises  include  the  dry  goods  house  of  Joseph 
.William  Bogar,  who  has  been  identified  with  this  com- 
munity something  over  ten  years,  having  begun  here  as 
a  clerk  and  by  attention  to  business  and  ambition  to 
succeed,  and  a  thorough  integrity  has  acquired  a  posi- 
tion as  one  of  the  largest  independent  merchants  in  the 
city. 

Joseph  William  Bogar  was  born  in  Lawreneeburg  in 
Lawrence  county,  Tennessee,  January  17,  1861.  He  was 
the  second  in  the  family  of  children  born  to  Fletcher  E. 
and  Nancy  CWhite)  Bogar,  natives  of  Tennessee,  who 
moved  to  Texas  in  1874  and  located  in  Webberville,  in 
Travis  county.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser 
in  that  locality  and  continued  a  career  of  honorable 
prosperity  there  until  his  death  in  1902.  His  death  oc- 
curred while  on  a  visit  to  his  old  home  in  Lawreneeburg, 
Tennessee.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1880  in  Bastrop 
county.  Of  the  five  children  the  other  four  are  men- 
tioned as  follows:  Maggie,  the  widow  of  James  W. 
Ireland,  formerly  a  substantial  farmer,  her  home  now 
being  in  Bosque  county;  Hannah,  wife  of  S.  H.  Gar- 
rison of  Abilene;  John  G.  Bogar,  a  business  man  at  Eoss- 
well,  New  Mexico;  Nannie,  wife  of  George  Brown, 
proprietor  of  a  cotton  gin  in  Merkel. 

Mr.  Joseph  W.  Bogar  received  only  a  country  school 
education  in  Travis  county,  his  opportunities  be- 
ing limited  to  the  rural  schools,  which  at  the  time  had 
not  attained  the  standard  of  efiacieuey  now  prevalent  in 
the  country  schools  of  Texas.     He  went  to  school  more 


or  less  regularly  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age 
ami  then  determined  to  begin  a  business  career  and  in 
III.  I .  ii:;::  using.  Dallas  county  was  the  scene  of  his 
,.  iial  work,  and  he  was  clerk  in  a  general  store 
I    :  i,  .  iiity  for  ten  years,  remaining  there  long  enough 

111  h.i'ri  all  the  details  of  merchandising,  and  accum- 
ulating some  capital  for  future  use.  On  leaving  Dallas 
county  be  came  out  to  Merkel  in  Taylor  county,  where 
he  worked  for  one  year  as  a  clerk.  Then  in  the  fall 
of  1902  he  came  to  Abilene,  where  he  accepted  a  place 
as  salesman  with  the  firm  of  Morgan  &  Weaver,  who  at 
that  time  conducted  the  best  dry  goods  establishment  in 
Abilene.  After  being  in  their  employ  for  one  year,  he 
branched  out  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  lierame  or- 
ganizer of  the  firm  of  Bogar,  Caniplirll  inni  SiUais  Com- 
pany, a  company  which  lounded  ami  riuMlin  t,M  a  large 
and  profitable  business  under  Mr.  lioyar's  management. 
Mr.  Bogar  remained  at  the  head  of  this  firm  until  1906 
when  he  sold  out  his  interest.  He  soon  after  organized 
Bogar  &  Company,  and  he  is  president,  general  manager 
and  principal  stockholder  in  this  well  known  enterprise. 
He  has  built  up  a  store  which  now  employes  during  the 
busy  season  as  many  as  twenty  clerks,  and  its  situation 
on  one  of  the  best  corners  in  one  of  the  main  streets 
of  Abilene  commands  for  it  a  trade  hardly  second  to  any 
of  the  trading  centers  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Bogar  and  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
church.  He  was  married  October  22,  1892,  to  Miss 
Hattie  Flnyd,  who  was  born  in  Texas,  a  daughter  of 
GcoiL;r  ami  i:iiza1reth  (Bains)  Floyd,  her  parents  hav- 
ing Im'.ii  aiming  the  early  families  of  this  state.  Four 
children  lia\c  hceii  born  to  Mr.  Bogar  and  wife.  The 
oldest  is  William,  now  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  asso- 
ciated with  his  father  in  business;  Eugene  is  sixteen 
years  of  age;  Euth  is  twelve;  and  Floyd  is  seven.  The 
family  reside  in  an  attractive  home,  and  Mr.  Bogar  owns 
other  city  real  estate.  He  is  one  of  the  leaders  in  the 
Civic  community,  and  has  always  interested  himself  in 
any  movement  which  would  bring  larger  benefit  and  de- 
velopment to  Abilene  or  the  vicinity. 

Thomas  D.  Eoss.  Senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Boss, 
Eoss  &  Alexander  whose  offices  occupy  the  entire  sec- 
ond floor  of  the  State  National  Bank  Building,  Thomas 
D.  Eoss  has  been  a  member  of  the  Port  Worth  bar  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best 
known  lawyers  of  the  city  and  north  Texas. 

Thomas  D.  Eoss  was  born  at  Magnolia,  Arkansas,  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1861,  a  son  of  Zeno  C.  and  Mary  J.  (Davis) 
Eoss.  He  acquired  liberal  educational  advantages,  at- 
tended the  University  of  Arkansas  up  to  his  junior  year 
and  then  entered  the  University  of  Virginia,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  1882,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  He 
continued  his  studies  for  the  law  in  the  Yale  University 
law  school,  where  he  was  graduated  Master  of  Law  in 
1883.  In  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
and  at  once  came  to  Texas,  locating  in  Fort  Worth. 
Fort  Worth  was  then  a  comparatively  small  town,  though 
right  at  the  beginning  of  its  great  expansion  as  a  com- 
mercial metropolis  of  all  west  Texas,  He  opened  his 
office,  and  has  practiced  law  from  that  year  to  the  pres- 
ent, always  enjoying  a  liberal  share  of  "the  patronage  in 
the  local  courts.  He  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
father  Zeno  B.  EofS  who  continued  jn  the  firm  until 
his  death  in  1894.  Since  then  Zeno  C.  Eoss,  Jr.,  and 
Aubrey  G.  Alexander  have  entered  the  firm.  Eoss,  Eoss 
&  Alexander  have  a  large  corporation  practice,  and  rep- 
resent a  great  deal  of  home  and  foreign  capital,  the  lat- 
ter principally  English  and  Scotch. 

Mr.  Eoss  is  president  of  the  Texas  Securities  Com- 
pany, president  of  the  Fort  Worth  and  Tarrant  County 
Abstract  Company,  and  a  director  in  the  Port  Worth 
National  Bank. 

On  October  24,  1889,  he  married  Miss  Clara  G.  Dunn, 
daughter  of  John  B.  Dunn  of  Kentucky.  They  have 
two  daughters,  Jeanne  D.  and  Jessie  M.  Ross. 
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Andrew  Jackson  Marbeert,  M.  D.  Since  1881  a 
raeml^er  of  the  medical  fraternity,  Dr.  Marberry  has 
since  1900  practiced  as  physician  and  surgeon  in  San 
Angelo,  where  he  is  one  of  the  best  known  members  of 
the  profession,  and  enjoys  a  splendid  practice. 

Andrew  Jackson  Marberry  was  born  November  20, 
1853,  in  Wayne  county,  Missouri,  a  son  of  A.  J.  and 
Mary  E.  (Eobinson)  Marberry,  both  formerly  from  Ten- 
nessee. Some  of  the  Marberry  family  are  represented 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  and  the  immediate  branch  of  the 
family  originated  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  and 
were  slave  holders  and  planters  in  the  early  days.  The 
ancestry  on  the  paternal  side  is  English,  and  Scotch  and 
Irish  in  the  maternal  line.  A.  J.  Marberry  was  likewise 
a  physician,  and  for  si  number  of  years  practiced  at 
Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri.  From  Missouri  he  moved  into 
Arkansas,  about  1866,  locating  at  Lonoke,  where  he 
remained  in  practice  until  his  death  in  1881.  His  wife 
survived  him  more  than  twenty  years  and  passed  away 
in  1903.  Of  the  sis  children,  five  boys  and  one  girl, 
the  doctor  was  the  fourth. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Marberry,  Jr.,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Arkansas,  after  which  he  took  a  medical 
course  in  the  Missouri  Medical  College,  and  was  gradu- 
ated M.  D.  in  1881.  Since  then,  in  line  with  his  am- 
bition tg  keep  abreast  of  the  improvements  and  progress 
in  this  science,  he  has  taken  post  graduate  work  in  New 
York,  Chicago  and  St.  Louis.  His  first  practice  was  in 
Lonoke,  Arkansas,  from  1881  to  1893.  In  the  latter 
year  he  located  in  Ballinger,  Texas,  and  was  a  pop- 
ular member  of  civic  and  professional  circles  there  until 
1900.  In  that  year  Dr.  Marberry  decided  upon  his  per- 
manent location  as  San  Angelo,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  in  regular  practice  in  this  city.  As  to  politics 
the  doctor  has  always  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  Demo- 
cratic candidates  and  doctrine.  He  has  taken  the  Knights 
Templar  degrees  in  Masonry,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  On  July  3, 
1888,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Young,  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
F.  E.  and  Martha  E.  Young  of  Arkansas.  Her  father 
was  for  many  years  a  physician  at  Morrilltown,  Arkan- 
sas, and  was  a  man  of  distinction  in  his  community. 
The  doctor  and  wife  have  two  children  living,  Lilla  Ruth 
and  Mary.  Miss  Lilla  is  now  a  student  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Texas,  and  Miss  Mary  is  in  the  public  schools 
of  San  Angelo. 


Thomas  W.  Shearer,  M.  D.  Thirty  years  of 
ful  practice  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  are  not  the  full 
measure  of  the  accomplishments  and  activities  of  Dr. 
Shearer.  While  devoted  to  his  profession,  he  is  in  a 
peculiar  sense  a  business  man  and  has  been  identified 
with  the  organi2ation  and  development  of  several  im- 
portant business  concerns  in  South  Texas.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  to  take  up  on  a  commercial  scale  the  culti- 
vation of  rice  in  Chambers  county.  The  honors  of  public 
office  have  also  come  to  him. 

A  lineal  descendant  of  Robert  Bruce,  the  liberator 
of  Scotland,  Dr.  Shearer  has  an  interesting  genealogy 
and  derives  some  of  the  hardy  and  keen  business  quali- 
fications from  his  Scotch  parents.  Thomas  W.  Shearer 
was  born  at  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  in  l^.'i(i,  a  son  of 
Robert  Bruce  and  Elizabeth  M.Kiiiiinri  i  •niipl-ell  (Mc- 
Dougall'i  Shearer.  Both  parents  wnr  luiiri  in  Scotland, 
the  father  in  Glasgow,  where  diniiiL:  liis  I'lnly  career  he 
was  identified  with  a  sash  and  bliml  in.tiinf.-iituring  con- 
cern. The  parents  emigrated  from  Scntland  to  the  United 
States  in  1848,  and  after  a  residence  for  a  brief  time  in 
New  York  City,  then  in  Philadelphia,  and  later  in  Chi- 
cago, finally  located  in  Southern  Wisconsin  at  Janesville. 
About  that  time  occurred  a  great  niiyratinn  from  f^fot- 
land  to  that  section  of  Wis.'onsin  and  the  Slioarer  family 
were  among  the  Scotch  colonists  who  did  so  much  to  de- 
velop the  country  in  the  southern  belt  of  Wisconsin 
counties  as  pioneers.  The  father  was  a  tradesman  at 
Janesville  the  rest  of  his  active  career. 


Dr.  Shearer  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa.  He  was  a  student  in  the 
Iowa  Industrial  School  at  Ames,  where  he  graduated  in 
1881  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science,  and  in 
1883  as  Master  of  Science.  After  taking  his  Bachelor  's 
degree  he  was  assistant  professor  in  chemistry  at  Iowa 
Industrial  School,  and  at  the  same  time  studied  medi- 
cine. His  early  inclinations  and  talents  were  all  along 
a  scientific  bent  and  he  won  many  honors  of  scholarship. 
Dr.  Shearer  in  1884  graduated  M.  D.  from  the  College  of 
i'hysicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  at 
Chicago.  His  practice  began  at  Des  Moines,  and  while 
there  he  was  professor  of  chemistry  and  toxicology  in 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Iowa,  now 
the  medical  department  of  Drake  University.  After  three 
years  his  health  began  to  fail  and  he  came  to  Texas  to 
visit  his  brother  and  recuperate.  He  had  not  been  in  the 
state  long  before  he  determined  to  make  it  his  perma- 
nent home,  and  in  1887  settled  in  Chambers  county.  He 
took  up  active  practice  and  during  the  twenty  years  of 
his  residence  in  that  county  was  prominently  identified 
with  public  and  business  afl:airs.  For  twelve  years  he 
was  honored  with  the  office  of  county  treasurer.  As  al- 
ready mentioned,  he  was  one  of  the  business  men  who 
utilized  the  opportunities  presented  by  the  rice  industry 
in  the  coast  district  of  Texas.  In  1903  he  became  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Old  River  Rice  Irrigation  Com- 
pany, and  was  president  and  manager  until  he  sold  his 
interest  in  1907.  He  was  also  secretary  of  the  Moore's 
Bluff  li'in.  lrii:^;ilion  Company.  Since  moving  to  Hous- 
ton ill  I',i'i7  111.  sliearer  has  continued  in  the  jjractice 
of  meili.iiu',  aiiil  at  the  same  time  has  interested  himself 
in  several  business  concerns.  His  offices  as  a  physician 
and  surgeon  are  in  the  Beatty  building. 

Dr.  Shearer  was  organizer  of  the  New  Era  Gravel  and 
Development  Company  of  Houston  and  has  been  presi- 
dent and  manager.  This  company  has  extensive  gravel 
pits  at  LaGrange,  Columbus  and  at  Alleyton. 

On  June  17,  1885,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Dr. 
Shearer  and  Miss  Hannah  Hutton,  a  native  of  Windsor, 
Canada.  Mrs.  Shearer,  who  is  of  English  parentage,  was 
a  fellow  student  with  the  Doctor  at  the  Iowa  Industrial 
College  of  Ames,  and  holds  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science  from  that  institution.  To  their  marriage  have 
been  born  a  fine  family  of  seven  children,  as  follows: 
Thomas  Rodney  Shearer,  who  graduated  from  the  Ag- 
ricultural and  Mechanical  College  of  Texas  in  1912  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  of  Agriculture,  after 
completing  the  course  in  three  years  and  having  been 
captain  of  Company  K  in  the  college,  is  now  secretary 
and  active  manager  of  the  New  Era  Gravel  and  Develop- 
ment Company;  Elizabeth  Emma  Shearer  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Houston  High  School ;  Gerald  Shearer  is  now  a 
student  in  the  Fannin  School,  in  Houston,  and  is  adju- 
tant of  the  Fannin  School  Cadets;  Hannibal  Shearer  is 
a  member  of  the  class  of  1914  in  the  Fannin  School;  the 
three  younger  children  are  Robert  Bruce  Shearer,  Hutton 
Shearer  and  Ross  Sterling.  The  family  home  is  at  3103 
Louisiana  street. 

Col.  James  H.  Parramore.  Out  in  Runnels  county, 
in  what  was  then  the  exclusively  range  cattle  era  of 
Western  Texas,  a  little  irioi,-  tliau  thirty-four  years 
ago  James  H.  Parramni,'  lii-:iii  his  career  as  a  cattle 
man,  a  career  which  t^Mik  liim  iliiough  all  the  ups  and 
downs,  the  vicissitudes  of  .nM  wratlier  and  drought,  and 
the  fluctations  of  markets,  and  until  finally  he  had  ad- 
vanced to  a  place  among  the  cattle  kings  of  this  state. 
He  has  been  for  many  years  one  of  the  prominent  lead- 
ers in  the  Texas  Cattle  Raisers  Association,  a  member  of 
its  executive  committee,  and  in  many  ways  identified  with 
the  organized  efi'orts  of  the  cattle  raisers  of  the  state. 

The  most  conspicuous  fact  in  his  career,  however,  is 
not  so  much  the  ultimate  success  which  he  attained,  as 
the  condition  of  its  beginning.  Mr.  Parramore  is  like 
most   successful   men,   who   have   won   their   way   fairly 
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and  honestly,  very  modest  about  his  own  ability,  and 
achievements,  and  really  gives  most  of  the  credit  for  his 
successful  performance  to  the  kindly  cooperation  and 
counsel  of  his  wife.  Mrs.  Parramore  died  several  years 
ago,  and  her  husband  is  still  devoted  to  her  memory, 
and  esteems  her  as  one  of  the  best  and  noblest  women 
that  ever  lived.  When  he  took  his  family  out  to  Run- 
nels county  many  years  ago  his  first  home  was  a  dugont 
dwelling,  standing  out  isolate  on  the  prairie.  A  few 
months  later  they  moved  into  a  two-room  lumber  house 
he  had  built.  That  day  Mr.  Parramore  characterizes  as 
one  of  the  hajipiest  of  his  life.  In  that  shelter  bare  of 
all  the  luxuries  and  nearly  all  the  practical  necessities  of 
comfortable  living.  Mrs.  Parramore  lived  contentedly 
with  her  six  children  during  the  years  of  hardships  and 
discomforts  imposed  in  getting  a  substantial  start  in 
the  cattle  business.  She  not  only  did  much  to  soften 
the  hard  conditions  of  living  for  the  family,  and  pro- 
vided for  their  wants,  but  at  the  same  time  instilled  in 
her  children  the  principles  of  Christian  life  and  virtues 
of  manly  and  womanly  character  which  are  now  evi- 
denced in  the  young  men  and  women  who  represent  and 
do  credit  to  her  rearing. 

Col.  James  H.  Parramore  was  a  son  of  William  War- 
ren and  Rebecca  Jane  (Norwood)  Parramore.  Both 
parents  came  from  old  and  highly  respected  families 
who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Florida  and  Geor- 
gia. In  ancestry  the  Parramores  were  of  French  origin, 
and  the  family  history  is  that  three  brothers  prior  to 
the  Revolutionary  war  came  from  France,  one  settling 
in  Kentucky,  one  in  Florida,  and  one  in  A'irginia.  The 
Norwoods  are  of  Irish  descent,  and  were  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Georgia.  Both  parents  lived  to  the  age  of  fifty- 
four  years  and  died  in  Gonzalez  county,  Texas. 

James  H.  Parramore  was  born  in  Early  county, 
Georgia,  August  13,  18-tO.  When  he  was  two  years  old 
his  father  moved  to  Mississippi,  and  the  family  lived 
in  that  state  until  December,  1848,  when  they  moved 
from  there  to  Gonzalez  county,  Texas,  arriving  there 
the  last  of  January,  1849.  Mr.  Parramore  grew  to 
manhood  in  Gonzalez  county,  and  what  education  he  at- 
tained was  acquired  in  Gonzalez  college. 

Mr.  Parramore  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  He  en- 
listed September  4,  1861,  in  Company  I,  of  Perry  's  Texas 
Rangers  better  known  as  the  Eighth  Texas  Cavalry.  This 
regiment  was  attached  to  General  Albert  Sidney  Johns- 
ton 's  army.  Mr.  Parramore  went  through  the  war  and 
was  wounded  at  the  Battle  of  Murtreesboro,  Tennessee, 
on  January  1,  1863.  A  few  months  later  he  returned 
to  the  regiment  and  was  again  wounded  on  July  30, 
2864,  so  seriously  that  he  was  compelled  to  retire  from 
the  service,  holding  at  the  time  the  rank  of  Fourth  Cap- 
tain of  Company  I.  He  did  not  get  home  until  1865, 
in  the  month  of  July,  and  was  crippled  up  for  some 
months  after  the  war.  He  finally  was  able  to  work  and 
began  as  a  farmer,  an  occupation  which  he  continued 
until  1875.  He  owned  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  and 
as  it  was  his  nature  to  be  ambitious  and  energetic  he 
overworked  in  managing  this  estate,  and  was  finally  told 
by  his  doctor  that  he  could  no  longer  live  in  that  sec- 
tion of  Texas,  and  that  he  must  go  out  into  the  west- 
ern portion  of  the  state  in  order  to  keep  his  health.  For 
a  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  cattle  business  in  Gon- 
zalez county,  and  then  in  1879  came  out  to  Runnels 
county.  There  was  no  trans-state  railroad  in  existence 
at  the  time  and  Runnels  county  was  really  on  the 
frontier.  The  only  inhabitants  of  "the  entire  regions  were 
ranchers  and  traders  and  some  of  the  few  remaining 
IjufPalo  hunters.  In  Runnels  county  his  beginning  as  a 
'tuv  man  was  on  a  very  small  scale,  but  he  succeeded 
.-iliiiost  from  the  start  and  has  long  since  been  known 
•  IS  one  of  the  largest  operators  in  west  Texas,  owning 
nriny  thousands  of  acres  of  ranch  and  grazing  lands, 
and  every  year  being  one  of  the  largest  shippers  of 
cattle  and  other  live  stock  out  of  this  state. 

Mr.  Parramore  is  now  living  largely  retired  from  ac- 


tive service  in  Abilene,  where  he  built  a  beautiful  resi- 
dence some  years  since.  It  was  in  that  home  that  his 
beloved  wife  passed  away  on  February  26,  1908.  Before 
her  marriage  she  was  Miss  Mary  Jane  Goodson,  and 
their  marriage  occurred  on  October  28,  1866.  Ten  chil- 
dren were  born  to  their  marriage,  three  of  them  now 
being  deceased  and  the  others  mentioned  as  follows: 
Hugh  C,  a  cattle  man  at  Ballinger,  Texas;  Eunice,  liv- 
ing at  home  in  Abilene;  Doc  Dillworth,  who  is  a  rancher 
in  Sterling  county;  John  Norwood,  a  rancher  and  large 
cattle  raiser  in  King  county;  Sue,  now  Mrs.  E.  V. 
Sellers,  a  rancher  of  King  county ;  Mary,  wife  of  E. 
W.  Douthit,  a  cattle  man  of  Big  Springs,  Texas;  and 
James  H.,  Jr.,  who  is  a  rancher  in  King  county.  The 
sons  Doe  D.  and  John  N.  are  twins.  Mr.  Parramore 
has  always  been  a  Democratic  voter,  but  has  never 
accepted  any  official  honors.  The  family  are  all  active 
members  of  the  Baptist  church  and  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Masonic  Order  through  the  various  degrees  of  the 
York  Rite  and  is  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

W.  A.  Gault,  M.  D.  One  of  the  well  known  and  promi- 
nent physicians  of  this  section  of  the  state,  and  a  resi- 
dent of  Electra,  Texas,  since  1912,  where  he  has  been 
engaged  in  practice,  is  W.  A.  Gault,  M.  D.,  who  has 
been  identified  actively  with  the  profession  since  1898, 
when  he  was  graduated  from  the  Barne's  Medical  Col- 
lege of  St.  Louis.  Dr.  Gault  is  a  son  of  Ralph  T.  and 
Martha  (King)  Gault,  and  he  was  born  in  Austin,  Texas, 
on  June  30,  1867. 

Robert  T.  Gault  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and  it  is 
presumed  that  the  mother's  birth  state  is  Texas.  In 
1852,  when  he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  the  father  came 
to  this  state  with  his  parents,  who  settled  twelve  miles 
north  of  Austin,  just  west  of  Merrilltown,  there  estab- 
lishing what  became  known  as  Gault  Place,  and  settling 
up  some  twelve  thousand  acres  of  land.  There  Robert 
T.  Gault  was  reared,  for  the  most  part,  and  when  he 
reached  young  manhood  he  took  up  active  farming, 
continuing  there  until  1882,  when  he  moved  to  Coryell 
county,  Texas,  and  there  died  in  1906.  He  was  born  in 
1840,  and  was  thus  sixty-six  years  of  age  when  death 
claimed  him.  Mr,  Gault  served  in  the  Civil  war  as  a 
member  ni  (..  n.  iil  (,  n.  n.  '-  brigade,  and  he  entered  the 
servirc 'liti'en  years  of  age,  in  com- 

mon "111       .1  '      i  '  '■  heroic  youth  of  the  land. 

The  mutlh  r  ni    :!,,•  -    i.  ,  ,t    ^li,',!  in  Texas,  in   1868. 

W.  A.  Gaidt  was  one  of  the  two  children  born  to  his 
parents,  he  being  the  eldest.  As  a  bo.v  he  attended  the 
country  schools  of  Coryell  county,  then  entering  Barne's 
Medical  College  in  St.  Louis,  from  which  he  was  duly 
graduated  with  his  well  earned  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine in  1898.  He  began  the  active  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession prior  to  that  time,  however,  practicing  under  a 
certificate  in  1896  at  McNeal,  in  Travis  county,  and 
after  he  received  his  degree  from  Barne's,  he  practiced 
in  Killeen  in  Bell  county  until  1899.  From  1899  imtil 
1902  he  practiced  at  Pidcoke  in  Coryell  county,  Texas. 
In  1902  Dr.  Gault  took  up  his  practice  in  Spindletop 
Oil  Fields  in  Beaumont,  Texas,  there  remaining  until 
1903,  after  which  he  went  to  Batson,  Texas,  remaining 
for  one  year.  His  next  move  took  him  to  Hinible, 
Texas,  where  he  continued  until  1907,  and  from  then  un- 
til 1912  he  was  engaged  in  practice  in  Pidcoke,  Texas. 
In  1912  he  located  in  Electra,  and  to  his  work  here  he 
has  brought  a  generous  fund  of  experience  and  knowl- 
edge, gleaned  from  his  various  activities  in  former 
years  in  his  profession,  and  from  his  well  conducted 
studies  along  lines  of  scientific  research.  Dr.  Gault  is 
a  post  graduate  of  the  Chicago  Clinical  School  in  1901, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Wichita  County  Medical 
Association. 

Dr.  Gault  is  now  serving  as  city  physician,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Wichita  County  Medical  Association,  and 
the  State  Board  Medical  Association,  in  both  of  which 
he  is  rendering  a  valuable  service  to  his  community.     He 
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is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  faith,  and  is  fraternally 
connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

In  November,  189S,  Dr.  Gault  was  married  to  Miss 
Lizzie  Eaneier,  of  Temple,  Texas,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ed  Eaneier,  now  both  deceased,  and  two  children 
have  been  born  to  them:  Miss  Highland  Gault,  born 
in  1900,  now  attending  school  at  St.  Mary's  Immaculate 
Academy  in  Wichita  Falls,  and  Robert  Edwin  Gault, 
born  in  1902  in  Hillsboro,  Texas,  now  attending  school 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  state. 

The  brief  period  of  their  residence  here  has  been  amply 
sufficient  to  establish  the  family  firmly  in  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  the  community,  and  they  are  accorded  the 
sincere  regard  of  a  wide  circle  of  the  best  people  of  the 
place. 

Alex  Kahn  Is  an  active  factor  in  the  commercial 
life  of  Wichita  Falls,  Texas.  He  has  been  in  business 
here  as  a  merchant  for  more  than  two  decades  and  is 
substantially  identified  in  many  ways  with  the  city. 

Mr.  Kahn 's  career  in  Texas  covers  nearly  the  whole 
of  his  life.  He  was  born  in  Washington,  D.  C,  July  1, 
1866,  and  when  he  was  nine  years  old  his  parents  moved 
to  this  state.  Sol  Kahn,  his  father,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, came  to  America  when  a  boy.  He  was  a  suc- 
cessful merchant  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  for  a  number 
of  years  and  later  of  Dallas,  Texas.  He  is  still  living, 
now  being  retired.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served  as  a 
Confederate  soldier  in  a  Tennessee  regiment  and  was 
once  wounded.  His  services  lasted  throughout  the  war. 
His  wife,  Anna  (Graf)  Kahn,  also  a  native  of  Germany, 
died  at  Dallas,  Texas,  in  July,  1910,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years.  She  was  a  resident  of  America  from  her 
early  girlhood,  having  come  to  this  country  with  her 
parents,  and  she  bore  a  family  of  ten  children,  Alex 
being  the  second  born. 

Up  to  the  age  of  thirteen  years  Alex  Kahn  attended 
public  school  at  Fort  Worth,  and  when  not  in  school  was 
on  the  range  as  a  cowboy.  From  1879  to  1884  he  was 
employed  in  construction  work  on  the  Texas  &  Pacific 
railroad.  During  1885  and  the  following  two  years  he 
was  at  Mobeetie,  near  Fort  Elliott,  in  the  Panhandle 
of  Texas,  and  from  1888  to  1890  he  was  employed  in 
mercantile  lines  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  E.  M.  Kahn 
&  Co.  of  Dallas.  These  varied  experiences  brought  him 
in  contact  with  different  classes  of  people  and  afforded 
opportunity  for  the  study  of  human  nature,  and  as  a 
clerk  he  laid  the  foundation  for  his  business  career  as 
the  head  of  a  prosperous  concern  of  no  small  propor- 
tions. Mr.  Kahn  came  to  Wichita  Falls  in  1890,  and 
the  next  year,  with  a  cash  capital  of  only  $300,  started 
his  present  business.  Today  he  has  the  largest  retail 
ladies'  ready-to-wear  and  gents'  clothing  and  haber- 
dashing  establishment  at  Wichita  Falls.  His  store  has 
a  floor  space  of  60  by  75  feet,  situated  at  the  corner  of 
Eighth  and  Indiana  streets,  one  of  the  most  desirable 
locations  in  the  city,  and  he  carries  a  stock  valued  at 
approximately  fifty  thousand  dollars  and  employs  four- 
teen salespeople  and  an  efficient  office  corps.  The  busi- 
ness is  known  as  the  Alex  Kahn.  In  addition  to  this 
splendid  establishment,  Mr.  Kahn  has  large  real  estate 
holdings,  among  which  is  included  his  beautiful  resi- 
dence at  1500  Austin  street.  Mr.  Kahn  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Farmer's  State  Bank  &  Trust  Co., 
of  which  he  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  director,  and 
which  was  absorbed  by  the  First  State  Bank  &  Trust 
Co. 

While  Mr.  Kahn  has  never  taken  any  active  part  in 
politics,  as  an  ofiice  seeker  or  holder,  he  has  always 
maintained  an  interest  and  pride  in  civic  affairs,  and  on 
election  day  has  cast  his  franchise  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  has  fraternal  identity  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Masonic  Order. 


December  27,  1892,  at  Weatherford,  Texas,  Alex  Kahn 
and  Miss  Minnie  E.  Couble,  a  native  of  Indiana  and  a 
daughter  of  H.  F.  Couble,  were  united  in  marriage,  and 
to  them  have  been  given  four  children;  Blanche,  Thelma, 
Darrel  A.  and  Anna  Euth. 
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firm  of  Cunningham  &  So  hi 
of  law  talent  in  Abilein'. 
servedly  high  reputation  il 
lawyer  and  in  public  life. 
islature  he  established 
broadminded   ability 


Senior  member  of  the  law 

I'll,  the  strongest  combination 

Air.    I  iiiiningham   has   a   de- 

ilir.iii:;liniit   Texas   both   as   a 

I'.y   his   service  in   the   leg- 

eputation  for  aggressive  and 

lawmaker,    and    is    probably 


equally  well  known  as  one  of  the  fluent  and  gracefu 
speakers  of  the  state  bar,  whether  in  the  course  of  reg- 
ular practice  or  on  the  political  platform. 

William  J.  Cunningham  was  born  in  Baxter  county, 
Arkansas,  October  8,  1870,  the  eighth  in  a  family  of  fif- 
teen children  born  to  A.  W.  and  Nancy  C.  (Magee) 
Cunningham.  The  parents,  who  now  are  living  retired 
and  enjoying  the  comforts  of  life  at  Bowie  in  Mon- 
tague county  came  to  Texas  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  The 
father  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  went  through 
the  war  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  spent  many  years  of  residence  in  Kauf- 
man county,  subsequently  moving  to  Montague  county. 
Seven  of  the  large  family  of  children  are  now  living, 
and  are  prospered  and  honored  citizens  in  various  portions 
of  this  state. 

Mr.  Cunningham  attained  his  first  schooling  in  the  pub- 
lie  schools  of  Montague  county  and  at  Bowie  took  up 
the  study  of  law.  When  he  was  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  in  1892,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  his  first 
experience  as  a  practicing  lawyer  was  at  Naconia.  In 
his  practice  there  he  showed  himself  the  master  of  legal 
principles,  and  soon  sought  a  larger  field  for  his  pro- 
fession at  Waco.  He  acquired  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years  a  large  and  representative  clientele  in  that  city  and 
vicinity,  and  continued  to  practice  in  Waco  until  1899 
in  which  year  he  located  in  Abilene  as  one  of  the  com- 
ing cities  of  west  Texas. 

As  an  able  lawyer,  he  has  naturally  been  drawn  into 
public  affairs,  and  his  first  important  position  was  an 
appointment  on  October  10,  1903,  as  district  attorney 
for  the  Forty-Second  Judicial  district.  He  served  until 
the  expiration  of  the  term  in  January,  1907,  and  in 
the  preceding  November  was  elected  to  fill  the  regular 
term  of  two  years  during  1907-08.  Before  completing 
this  elective  term  he  resigned  in  order  to  accept  and  fill 
out  the  unexpired  term  of  State  Senator  A.  8.  Hawkins. 
His  experience  in  the  state  senate  brought  him  promi- 
nently before  the  people  of  Texas,  as  one  of  the  keenest 
and  best  informed  legislators  of  the  state  capital.  Since 
leaving  the  state  senate  he  has  refused  further  official 
honors.  Mr.  Cunningham  was  chosen  a  member  of  Judge 
Poindexter's  state  executive  conunittees  during  his  cam- 
paign for  governor.  He  has  also  taken  a  prominent  part 
in  the  making  of  local  option  laws,  and  in  1904  stumped 
the  state  on  behalf  of  state-wide  prohibition.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Abilene  Bar  Association,  and  was  elected 
a  school  trustee  of  Abilene  in  1911.  Fraternally  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  he  and  his  wife  have 
membership  and  are  regular  worshipers  in  the  Missionary 
Baptist  church. 

Mr.  Cunningham  owns  his  present  residence  in  Abilene, 
and  has  a  nice  family.  He  was  married  June  12,  1894, 
to  Miss  Harriet  Elizabeth  Jeffries,  who  was  born  in 
Brownsville,  Tenn.,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  E. 
Jeffries.  Their  three  children  are  William  J.,  Jr.,  aged 
eight  years;  Florence,  aged  eleven;  and  Myrtle  M.,  aged 
thirteen. 

Dr.  Sam  Corley  Ball.  A  family  which  has  been 
identified  with  Texas  since  the  year  of  its  independence 
from  Mexico  and  the  establishment  of  the  Eepublic,   is 
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represented  by  Dr.  Sam  Corley  Ball,  one  of  the  prom- 
inent physicians  of  Northeast  Texas  and  a  resident  of 
New  Boston.  His  grandfather  was  the  founder  of  the 
family  in  this  state  and  the  doctor's  father  was  one  of 
the  m'ost  noted  of  the  early  physicians  in  Bowie  county. 

Dr.  Sam  Corley  Ball  was  born  at  Old  Boston,  in  Bowie 
countT,  October"  10,  1865.  His  grandfather  was  Hart- 
well  Ball,  who  emigrated  from  Alabama  into  Texas  in 
1S38,  the  year  of  the  establishment  of  the  Eepublic, 
and  settled  in  what  is  now  Harrison  county,  near 
Marshall.  He  was  among  the  earliest  to  locate  in  this 
section  of  Texas,  for  at  that  date  nearly  all  of  the 
settlement  was  on  the  lower  regions  of  the  Brazos  and 
Colorado  rivers. 

The  parents  of  Dr.  Ball  were  Dr.  Isaac  M.  and  Lou 
(Corley)  Ball.  The  late  doctor,  Isaac  M.  Ball,  whose 
death  occurred  at  his  home  in  New  Boston  in  1903,  was 
one  of  the  most  prominent  physicians  and  citizens  of 
Bowie  county.  He  was  born  at  Florence,  Alabama,  in 
1829,  being  "seven  years  of  age  at  the  time  the  family 
moved  to  Texas.  Then  pioneering  began  at  an  early 
age,  for  in  1846  he  moved  to  what  is  now  Bowie  county, 
where  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Mexican  war,  along 
with  six  others  from  this  county.  The  company  in  which 
they  enlisted  got  no  further  than  the  Mexican  border, 
and  saw  little  or  no  active  service  in  that  period  of 
hostilities.  Soon  after  his  return  from  this  military 
expedition  he  went  east  and  studied  medicine  at  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  was 
graduated  M.  D.  in  1851.  From  that  time  until  the 
close  of  his  long  and  useful  life  he  was  a  resident  of 
Bowie  county,  spending  many  years  at  what  is  known  as 
Old  Boston  and'when  the  olil  settlement  was  abandoned, 
moving  to  the  present  flourishing  town  of  New  Boston. 
On  returning  from  Philadelphia  he  was  one  of  the  few 
college  trained  physicians  in  this  part  of  the  state,  and 
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ae  character,  he  soon  acquired  a  large  practice  and 
became  one  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  of  North 
East  Texas.  A  complete  account  of  his  long  and  suc- 
cessful career  would  be  a  history  of  one  of  finest  typfcs 
of  the  old  time  country  doctors.  The  public  servant  of 
a  large  patronage,  who  was  on  duty  night  and  day  and 
against  the  most  adverse  conditions,  over  difficult  roads 
and  in  all  kinds  of  weather  riding  to  bring  his  skill 
and  comfort  to  his  patients.  Practically  all  of  his  active 
practice  was  carried  on  in  the  days  before  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  telephone  and  before  the  automobile  became 
so  generally  serviceable  as  it  has  to  the  modern  doctor. 
To  the  hundreds  of  citizens  of  knew  him,  he  was  both  a 
physician  and  a  friend,  and  his-  accounts  never  showed 
the  almost  unnumbered  acts  of  kindness  which  he  dis- 
tributed without  stint  throughout  the  large  community 
into  which  his  practice  extended.  He  finally  returned 
fro7n  active  practice  in  1901.  At  one  time  he  had  been 
engaged  in  the  land  business  in  partnership  with  the 
late  Judge  B.  T.  Estes,  and  together  they  owned  twenty 
thousand  acres  of  land  in  Bowie  county.  The  late  Dr. 
Ball's  wife,  who  died  in  1901,  was  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
Sam.  Corley.  a  noted  pioneer  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
minister  and  missionary,  and  who  came  from  Tennessee 
in  the  early  thirties  as  a  missionary  to  the  Indians,  and 
had  a  long  and  self-sacrificing  service  in  Arkansas, 
Indian  Territory  and  Texas.  He  was  chaplain  of  his 
regiment. 

Sam  Corley  Ball  received  his  early  education  at  Trinity 
University  at  Tehuacana,  and  later  at  the  State  Univer- 
sity in  Austin.  He  was  a  student  in  the  university  when 
its  sessions  were  held  in  the  temporary  Capitol  building. 
His  medical  studies  were  pursued  in  the  Kentucky  School 
of  Medicine,  whence  is  now  the  University  of  Louisvillte, 
from  which  he  received  his  medical  degree  with  the  class 
of  1887.  Since  then  for  a  period  of  a  quarter  of  a 
century  he  has  been  in  active  practice  and  has  enjoyed 
much  of  the  esteem  and  success  which  characterired  his 
father's  long  career  in  the  same  vicinity. 


The  doctor  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  New  Boston.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
County  and  State  Medical  Societies,  and  is  president 
of  the  Northeast  Texas  Medical  Society.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason. 

Dr.  Ball  married  Aliss  Celeste  Harris,  who  was  born 
in  Louisiana.  Their  three  children  are  Louise,  Harris 
and  Samuel. 

Eev.  Thornton  E.  Samp.son,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.  Another 
of  the  men  of  Austin  who  are  prominently  and  creditably 
identified  with  Austin  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary 
is  Bev.  Thornton  E.  Sampson,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  professor 
of  Church  History  and  Polity  since  1905,  and  president 
of  the  seminary  prior  to  the  election  of  Dr.  Vinson,  who 
now  holds  that  oflice,  and  a  sketch  of  whose  life  and 
work  inmiediately  precedes  this  brief  review. 

Dr.  Sampson  was  born  at  Hampden  Sidney,  Prince  Ed- 
ward county,  Virginia,  on  October  9,  1852,  a  son  of  Eev. 
Francis  S.  Sampson,  D.  D.,  and  his  wife,  Caroline  Susan 
(Dudley)  Sampson.  The  family  on  both  sides  traces 
its  ancestry  directly  back  to  the  royal  blood  of  England 
and  France,  and  the  Baldwins,  Dudleys,  Byrds  and 
Sampsons  have  long  been  established  on  American  soil, 
representatives  having  established  themselves  here  in 
Colonial  days,  and  having  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  country  since  that  time. 

Dr.  Thornton  E.  Sampson  was  graduated  from  Hamp- 
den Sidney  College  in  Virginia  in  the  year  1871,  after 
which  he  studied  at  the  University  of  Virginia  and  also 
at  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  Leipsic,  Germany.  He  has 
his  D.  D.  and  LL.  D.  degrees  from  Davidson  College, 
North  Carolina. 

Dr.  Sampson  has  traveled  a  great  deal,  much  of  his 
travels  being  in  the  interests  of  educational  and  church 
work.  He  was  in  missionary  work  among  the  Greeks  in 
Athens  and  Thessalonica  from  1878  to  1892,  and  did 
excellent  work  in  the  advancement  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion during  that  time.  After  his  return  to  America 
he  was  engaged  as  secretary  of  foreign  missions  for  the 
Presbyterian  Synod  of  North  Carolina  from  1892  to  1894, 
and  from  1S94  to  1897  he  was  president  of  the  assembly's 
home  and  school  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia.  He  was 
president  of  Austin  College  at  Sherman,  Texas,  from 
1897  to  1900,  and  in  the  latter  year  became  the  first 
president  of  Austin  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary, 
which  office  he  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health  in  1905. 
In  the  latter  year  he  was  succeeded  in  the  presidency  by 
Dr.  Vinson,  and  he  has  since  held  the  chair  of  Church 
History  and  Polity. 

Dr.  'Sampson  is  chairman  of  the  Association  of  Ee- 
ligious  Teachers  of  the  University  of  Texas,  and  when 
he  was  president  of  Austin  College  at  Sherman  he  was 
instrumental  in  bringing  about  its  affiliation  with  the 
University  of  Texas,  that  being  the  first  denominational 
school  in  the  State  to  become  so  afiiliated.  an  example 
later  followed  by  every  organized  denomination  in  Texas. 
When  Dr.  Sampson  first  became  president  of  the  Austin 
College  at  Sherman  it  was  the  only  institution  which 
the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  Texas  controlled.  He  was 
made  chairman  of  the  committee  on  church  and  Chris- 
tian education,  and  in  that  position  he  brought  about 
the  unification  of  the  educational  work  of  the  synod,  after 
helping  to  organize  several  new  institutions.  Today  he 
is  still"  devoting  his  attention  to  the  matter  of  getting 
the  university  to  allow  some  further  religious  mstruc- 
tion,  with  due  credits  for  such  courses,  a  work  that  will 
be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  furtherance  of  religious 
knowledge.  In  1914  he  was  made  general  agent  for  the 
Conference  for  Education  in  Texas. 

Dr.  Sampson  is  deserving  of  high  praise  for  the 
accomplishments  of  his  life  thus  far,  for  he  is  distinctly 
self-made  in  the  matter  of  his  education.  His  father 
died  when  he  was  eighteen  months  of  age,  and  to  his 
mother  he  owes  much  for  the  early  training  he  received 
from  her,  and  for  the  Christian  principles  she  inculcated 
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when  he  was  at  the  pliant  and  impressionable  age — the 
same  having  had  their  undying  influence  upon  his  life, 
causing  him  to  enter  church  work  at  a  very  early  age. 
Dr.  Sampson  is  an  inveterate  pedestrian,  and  his 
travels  on  toot  have  carried  him  into  the  remotest  sec- 
tions of  the  globe.  He  has  walked  through  England, 
Ireland,  Scotland,  Wales,  Germany,  Greece,  Bulgaria, 
Palestine  and  extensively  in  numerous  other  countries. 
He  crossed  the  Alps  sixteen  times  on  foot  from  Switzer- 
land to  Italy,  and  crossed  the  Pindus  Mountains  many 
times  on  foot.  Three  of  his  children  were  born  in 
Athens,  Greece,  and  one  of  them  at  Thessalouica. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Sampson  was  solemnized  in  Mem- 
phis, Tennessee,  on  April  30,  1878,  when  Miss  Ella  S. 
Eoyster  became  his  wife.  She  is  a  descendant  of  the 
Watkins  and  Venable  families,  who  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Virginia.  The  children  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Sampson  are  Mrs.  Janet  Parsons,  of  Toronto.  Canada; 
Mrs.  Mary  Drake,  the  wife  of  Eev.  E.  T.  Drake,  pastor 
of  the  Luteher  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church  of  Orange, 
Texas;  Frank  W.  Sampson,  an  engineer  for  the  Southern 
Traction  Company,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  and  Helen  L. 
Sampson. 

William  H.  Sewell.  Junior  member  of  the  law  firm 
of  Cunningham  &  Sewell  at  Abilene,  William  H.  Sewell 
is  a  Tennesseean,  who  came  to  Texas  when  a  young  man 
just  out  of  college,  studied  law  in  this  state,  and  since 
his  admission  to  the  bar  about  ten  years  ago  has  ac- 
quired a  successful  practice  and  is  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  bar  at  Abilene. 

William  H.  Sewell  was  born  in  Wilson  county,  Ten- 
nessee, August  11,  1877,  a  son  of  Eev.  Luther  E.  and 
Josie  (Barry)  Sewell,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Tennessee,  and  are  now  deceased.  The  father  devoted 
all  his  life  to  the  ministry  of  the  church.  William  H. 
Sewell  as  a  boy  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
state  and  finished  his  education  in  Harding  College  at 
Nashville.  Leaving  college  when  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  came  to  Texas  and  located  in  Mitchell  county, 
and  read  law  in  the  ofiice  of  W.  K.  Homan  at  Colorado. 
Following  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1904  he  practiced 
a  short  time  in  Colorado  and  then  moved  to  Abilene, 
where  he  had  an  office  to  himself,  and  built  up  a  good 
clientage.  In  February,  1909,  he  joined  forces  with 
Mr.  W.  J.  Cunningham. 

Mr.  Sewell  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  a  member  of  the 
Abilene  Bar  Association,  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  belongs  to  the  Christian  church.  He 
was  married  April  26,  1903,  to  Miss  Pinky  G.  Eobertson, 
a  native  of  Texas,  and  a  daughter  of  A,  B.  and  Leonore 
(Smith)  Eobertson,  her  father  being  a  prominent  ranch- 
man at  Slaton.  One  child  has  been  born  to  their  mar- 
riage, William  Eobertson  Sewell. 

John  -Duskin  Gaither.  As  president  and  principal 
owner  of  the  largest  dry  goods  store  in  Merkel,  Texas, 
John  Duskin  Gaither  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the 
business  world  of  that  city.  He  is  a  modern  and  pro- 
gressive business  man  and  his  success  has  come  through 
his  careful  methods  and  his  ability  to  perceive  an  op- 
portunity when  one  is  presented.  Mr.  Gaither  is  chietiy 
occupied  with  his  mercantile  business. 

John  Duskin  Gaither  was  born  in  Fayette  county, 
Texas,  on  the  11th  of  October,  1880,  the  son  of  Burgess 
Clayton  Gaither  and  Mary  Atwood  (Young)  Gaither. 
Burgess  C.  Gaither  was  born  in  Lawrence  county,  Ten- 
nessee, and  lived  there  until  1871  when  he  came  to  Texas 
located  in  Fayette  county  where  he  engaged  in  stock 
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ing. He  now  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  was 
very  successful.  In  1905  he  retired  from  active  life 
and  is  now  living  in  Merkel  with  his  wife,  having  gained 
a  comfortable  fortune  during  his  active  years.  He  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  has  never  aspired 
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county,  Texas;  Forest  Young  Gaither,  who  is  also"  as- 
sociated with  his  brother  in  the  drygoods  business. 

The  eldest  of  these  children  was  John  D.  Gaither.  He 
received  his  elementary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Taylor  county,  and  when  he  became  older  he  was  sent 
to  the  South  Western  University,  where  he  remained  for 
two  terms. _  He  was  anxious  to  get  to  work  and  so  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  his  business  career  as  a 
clerk  in  the  store  of  J.  W.  Evans  in  Abilene,  Texas.  He 
worked  as  a  clerk  in  this  grocery  store  for  three  years 
and  then  returned  to  his  father's  home,  and  for  two 
years  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm.  He  did  not  care 
for  farmiug,  and  having  learned  engineering  in  a  very 
practical  way  on  the  farm,  he  now  w-ent  to  Port  Stanton, 
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ness fnr  liiMisolt'  :it  ,Mi!ii,.  I'nture  date.  At  the  end  of 
these  tlinv  \,Mi>  li,  iriinii.'il  to  Merkel  and  engaged  in 
a  mode-i  w.iy  m  tin-  i^inr.iy  business.  He  later  bought 
an  interest  in  the  Merkel  Dry  Goods  and  Grocery  Com- 
pany and  in  time  became  president  and  general  manager. 
Since  he  became  the  executive  head  of  this  concern  its 
business  has  been  greatly  increased  and  the  improve- 
nient  in  stock  and  fixtures  has  been  met  with  an  equal 
improvement  in  the  amount  of  patronage  which  it  en- 
joys. The  stores  now  cover  a  floor  space  of  seven  thou- 
sand feet  and  ten  clerks  are  constantly  employed  by 
the  firm  while  during  the  rush  seasons  many  more  are 
necessary.  It  is  a  highly  successful  concern  and  this  is 
largely  due  to  the  energy  and  business  ability  of  Mr. 
Gaither. 

In  addition  to  the  store,  Mr.  Gaither  is  largely  inter- 
ested in  two  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Scurry  county. 
This  land  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivatio"n  and  is 
operated  upon  the  most  modern  scientific  plan,  being 
largely  planted  in  cotton  and  corn.  Mr.  Gaither  also 
owns  his  own  couifortal)le  home  in  Merkel. 

In  the  fraternal  world  Mr.  Gaither  is  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  In  politics  he  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  keenly  interested  in  civic  affairs  and  was 
at  one  time  secretary  of  the  City  of  Merkel. 

Mr.  Gaither  was  married  in  July,  1906,  to  Miss  Lola 
May  Harris,  a  native  of  Limestone  county,  Texas.  Mrs. 
Gaither  is  the  daughter  of  Charles  Tillman  Harris  and 
Connie  J.  (Wormiek)  Harris,  who  settled  in  Limestone 
county  in  1854.  They  were  early  pioneers  in  that  sec- 
tion of  Texas  and  are  highly  respected  citizens  of  the 
community.  Three  children'  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
Gaither  and  his  wife,  namely,  John  Duskin,  Jr.,  Alma 
Elizabeth  and  Charles  Clayton. 

Judge  Charles  D.  Mims.  It  is  worth  a  good  deal  to 
win  a  position  of  intluence  in  one's  own  town,  but  to 
do  so  is  comparatively  easy  when  placed  alongside  the 
task  of  winning  renown  throughout  a  territory  the  size 
of  the  state  of  Texas.  Such  renown  belongs  to  Judge 
Charles  D.  Mims,  of  Merkel,  Texas,  and  he  is  not  so 
widely  known  on  account  of  political  honors  or  wealth, 
but  because  of  his  work  in  his  profession  and  because 
no  matter  how  insignificant  may  be  his  task,  he  puts  his 
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heart  and  soul  into  the  business.  Judge  Minis  is  active 
in  furthering  all  movements  leading  to  the  improvement 
of  Texas  and  has  led  in  many  reforms  that  have  proved 
of  practical  benefit. 


A  native  of  Arkansas, 
Monticello,  Drew  county, 
January,  1860.  He  is  the 
Sarah  B.    (Hudspeth)    Min 
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Virginia  and  his  mother  is  a  native  of  Mississippi.  Wil- 
liam D.  Mims  left  Arkansas  shortly  after  the  birth  of 
their  sdii  'niil  n-noveil  to  Smith  county,  Texas,  locating 
permaii.  '  I.  n  Tvlr,.  Here  Mr.  Mims,  Sr.,  edited  the 
Tykr    I.  .         -nig  the  paper  a  power  in  politics, 

throu^li  i  -  iM!:!!!!  and  clear-cut  editorials.  He  was 
promimMit  in  srate  politics,  and  although  he  himself 
never  cared  to  hold  oflSce,  his  power  over  the  pen  and 
his  command  of  editorial  style  made  him  one  of  the 
most  influential  men  in  the  party  in  his  district.  He  \vas 
said  to  be  the  l"-st  [.n^ti'J  m.-ni  in  thr  >tati'  mh  iiatiimal 
politics  at  the  Ir.r.r  u,'  Ins  J,>;itli.      .Mr.   .Minis  uas  a    nirni 

ber   of   the   Dei lalir    |arlv    ami    ,.wimM    aial    |iiilliMaM 

the  Tyler  Sepurh  ,  nntil  his  .Iratli  in  Is^n.  Mrs.  .Mims 
is  still  living  and  resides  in  the  old  home  in  Tyler.  Of 
the  four  children  born  to  Mr.  Mims  and  his  wife,  only 
two  are  living,  the  judge  and  his  sister,  Josie  E.,  who  is 
living  with  her  mother  in  Tyler  and  who  is  a  prominent 
worker  in  religious  circles  and  in  club  work. 

Judge  Mims  had  but  a  meager  education  in  the  school 
room  but  he  received  a  broad  and  practical  training  in 
the  press  rooms  and  editorial  sanctum  of  his  father 's 
paper.  It  was  his  ambition  to  become  a  lawyer  and 
so  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  began  to  read  law  with  Gen- 
eral T.  J.  Jennings,  of  Tyler.  He  would  work  all  day 
in  the  press  room,  helping  to  print  the  paper  and  then 
his  work  done  for  the  day  he  spent  the  evening  study- 
ing the  ponderous  law  books.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven  years  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

After  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1S87  he  began  in 
earnest  upon  his  career  as  a  lawyer.  He  located  in  Tyler, 
and  two  years  later,  in  1889,  he  was  elected  city  attorney. 
He  served  for  two  years  in  this  oflice  and  then  resumed 
his  private  practice,  which  had  by  this  time,  grown  to 
be  quite  lucrative.  He  remained  in  Tyler  until  1893 
when  he  removed  to  Beeville,  in  Bee  county,  Texas. 
Here  he  began  to  take  an  active  interest  in  politics  and 
his  name  first  began  to  be  spoken  in  political  circles. 
In  1900  he  was  forced  to  move  to  Nacogdoches  county, 
on  account  of  his  wife 's  failing  health.  He  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  here  and  soon  had  made  a 
reputation  as  a  skillful  lawyer,  well  versed  in  the  tech- 
nicalities of  his  profession.  He  was  active  in  the  Good 
Roads  movement,  being  the  father  of  that  movement  in 
that  county,  and  extremely  active  in  seeing  it  become 
a  practical  thing.  He  was  appointed  county  judge  in 
March,  1907,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Judge  W.  H. 
Eatcliff,  and  he  served  on  the  bench  for  two  years.  It 
was  also  during  this  time  that  he  was  elected  Chairman 
of  the  Democratic  Executive  Committee,  in  which  posi- 
tion he  served  for  two  years.  In  1907  he  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Executive  Committee.  In  both  these 
otfices  he  was  brought  in  contact  with  many  prominent 
men  throughout  the  state  and  many  of  these  became  his 
warm  personal  friends. 

Wlien  his  determination  to  leave  Nacogdoches  became 
known  there  was  general  regret,  not  only  among  his 
personal  friends  but  among  his  professional  acquain- 
tances. The  night  before  he  left  the  city  he  was  ten- 
dered a  banquet  by  the  members  of  the  local  bar  which 
was  attended  by  practically  all  of  the  attorneys  of  the 
city.  Considerable  space  was  given  to  this  good  fellow- 
sliip  banquet  in  the  next  issue  of  the  local  paper,  from 
which  the  following  extracts  are  quoted.  "Since  his 
residence  in  the  city  C.  D.  Mims  has  always  shown  an 
active  interest  in  all  matters  of  public  welfare  and  prog- 
ress and  during  his  time  as  county  judge  inaugurated 
many   movements   for   the   good   of   the   county,    among 


them  chiefly  the  '  good  roads '  idea, " '  It  was  along  this 
line  that  the  successor  of  Judge  Minis  Judge  F.  P. 
Marshall  made  a  most  laudatory  speech.  ' '  Judge  Marsh- 
all paid  tribute  to  the  honoree  for  his  good  work  whUe 
county  judge.  lecalling  things  done  and  precedents  set 
that  will  live  long, — to  say  nothing  of  the  'good  roads' 
feature,  of  which  Judge  Minis  is  clearly  the  originator 
in  this  section. ' ' 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  banquet  resolutions  were 
adopted  which  show  clearly  the  esteem  in  which  Judge 
Mims  is  held  by  all  who  know  him  and  are  therefore 
worth  quoting. 

' '  Eesolved,  By  the  members  of  the  Nacogdoches  Bar, 
that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  one  of  our  members.  Judge 
C.  D.  iliins,  is  about  to  remove  from  among  us  to  a 
distant  portion  of  the  state,  that  we  deem  it  meet  and 
jiroper  that  we  take  some  formal  action  in  expressing 
our  esteem  fur  Judge  Minis  as  a  man  and  lawyer  and  in 
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Judge  Mims  l.utli  personally  and  professionally  for  the 
many  years  of  his  residence  and  professional  life  among 
us,  we  have  found  him  as  a  man  thoroughly  honorable 
and  reliable.  As  a  lawyer;  earnest,  able,  studious  and 
profound.  As  a  judge,  careful,  conscientious,  painstak- 
ing and  correct,  and  as  a  citizen,  always  for  the  right 
and  for  the  best  interests  of  the  people. 

"Second,  To  the  profession,  the  courts  and  the  peo- 
ple of  his  newly  seler-ted  home,  we  commend  him  as  in 
all  respects  entitled  to  their  fullest  confidence  as  a  man, 
a  lawyer  and  a  citisen;   and — 

"Third,  We  feel  that  the  loss  of  Judge  Mims  to  the 
Bar  and  to  the  people  and  citizenship  of  this  county 
is  one  which  is  keenly  felt,  and  earnestly  hope  his  suc- 
cess in  his  new  field  will  be  commensurate  with  his 
merits. ' ' 

It  was  in  October,  1909,  that  he  moved  to  Merkel,  in 
Taylor  county,  Texas,  and  it  was  not  long  before  he 
had  as  many  friends  in  his  new  home  as  in  the  one  he 
had  left  behind  him.  In  April,  1910,  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  the  city  without  opposition. 

Judge  Mims  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democratic,  and  in  religious  matters  both  he  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
In  1881,  when  he  was  only  a  youth  of  twenty-one,  Judge 
Mims  was  chairman  of  the  Ex-governor  Jim  Hogg  Club 
at  Tyler,  and  ever  since  this  time  he  has  taken  a  keen 
interest  in  political  questions.  Judge  Mims  has  acquired 
valuable  farming  lands  in  Taylor  county  and  is  also  the 
owner  of  oil  lands  in  different  parts  of  Texas.  He 
owns  an  attractive  home  in  Merkel,  and  he  and  his  fam- 
ily play  an  important  part  in  the  social  life  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Judge  Mims  was  married  in  June,  1890,  to  Miss  Vallie 
C.  Price,  of  Nacogdoches.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Vin- 
cent and  Annie  J.  (Mims)  Price,  and  although  her 
mother  had  the  same  name  as  her  husband  there  was  no 
relationship.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  the 
Judge  and  his  wife,  as  follows:  Euth,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Irving  C.  Gilliland,  of  Port  Worth;  Gordon;  D.  Vin- 
cent and  Billie  Burke,  the  younger  three  being  with 
their  parents. 

Judge  Mims  predicts  a  bright  future  for  Taylor  county. 
He  believes  the  land  will  become  many  times  more  valu- 
able than  its  present  selling  price,  for"  Taylor  county  has 
a  good  climate  and  an  abundance  of  underground  water 
within  easy  reach  for  irrigation,  which  must  soon  come. 

EuPERT  Cltde  Priest,  M.  D.  The  Priest  family,  of 
which  Dr.  Priest  is  a  prominent  representative  iii  the 
field  of  medicine,  with  important  professional  and  civic 
connections  at  Eusk,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Cherokee 
county.     The  grandfather  of  Dr.  Priest  came  to  Cherokee 
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county  about  the  time  Rusk  was  founded  as  a  settlement, 
was  a  pioneer  member  of  the  bar  of  that  city,  and  be- 
sides serving  as  tlie  first  district  judge  of  this  locality, 
an  ofiice  he  held  tor  a  number  of  years,  he  also  offici- 
ated as  the  fiist  pastor  of  the  Eusk  Coiiyrcunt  ion  (,t  ilic 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church,  and  ili\  mI.' I  In-  Iiiih' 
for  many  years  among  the  spheres  of  law,  i.1il;imii  nn.l 
politics.  He  had  no  connection  with  the  uiilitury  estab- 
lishment of  the  south  during  the  war,  but  furnished  sev- 
eral i-ous  who  wore  the  grey  uniform.  Mr.  Priest  was  born 
in  Alabama,  and  his  children  were:  Henry  and  William, 
both  of  whom  wcic  killcl  wliilc  weariiiff  the  Confederate 
uniform  during  tlir  nai  :  i:iisli,-i  M.,  tif  IJiisk;  Mige  of 
•Fort  Worth;  Allint  nt  halhis;  M;.iy,  wlm  married  Wil- 
liam Bird  and  died  in  ihen.kcc  roiinty;  Lizzie,  wife  of 
Judge  Sam  A.  WiUon  of  Kiisk;  Sallie,  wife  of  Wm. 
David  of  Jacksonville. 

Elisha  M.  Priest,  father  of  Dr.  Priest,  came  from 
Lawrence  county,  Alabama  in  1844,  and  was  at  that  time 
four  years  of  age.  His  early  yeais  were  spent  in  the 
home  of  his  father,  Judge  Priest,  and  the  greater  part 
of  his  active  lite  has  been  devoted  to  merchandising  at 
Husk.  His  career  in  that  direction  began  when  he  was  a 
young  man,  and  he  prosecuted  his  affairs  with  great  vigor 
and  enterprise.  He  missed  the  war  so  far  as  military 
service  was  concerned,  and  never  figured  in  politics.  His 
first  wife  was  Miss  Bettie  McCord,  who  came  from  an 
Alabama  family.  His  first  wife  died  in  1883  and  was 
the  mother  of  the  following  children:  Edgar,  of  Lub- 
bock, Texas,  who  married  Miss  Mozelle  Frazier;  Mack, 
of  Eusk,  who  married  Lizzie  Tittle;  Dr.  E.  C.  Priest, 
the  youngest.  Mr.  Elisha  M.  Priest  married  for  his  sec- 
ond nufe,  Mrs.  Ellen  (Summers)  Clark. 

Dr.  Eupert  Clyde  Priest  was  born  in  Eusk,  December 
1,  1881,  and  his  early  education  was  acquired  in  the  pub- 
lic school.  Before  reaching  his  majority,  he  had  consid- 
erable experience  as  an  employe  in  his  father 's  store,  but 
when  starting  out  on  his  own  account,  learned  the  trade 
of  moulder  at  Lufkin.  He  worked  in  that  line  of  occupa- 
tion at  Algiers,  Houston,  and  Beaumont,  and  finally 
abandoned  it  in  1896,  in  order  to  study  medicine.  His 
professional  course  was  taken  in  the  Southern  Medical 
College  at  Dallas,  and  resulted  in  his  graduation  in  1910. 
In  the  same  year  he  began  practice  at  Eusk,  and  at  the 
present  time  is  acting  prison  physician  for  the  Eusk 
penitentiary. 

Dr.  Priest  was  married  in  Busk  in  October,  1912,  to 
Miss  Lottie  Caupland,  a  daughter  of  Ben  C.  Caupland, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  place,  whose  wife  was 
Miss  Sarah  Tucker.  The  Caupland  children  are:  OUie, 
wife  of  Charles  Chapman;  Adda,  wife  of  Dr.  Cobble,  of 
Eusk;   Frank  Caupland;   and  Mrs.   Priest. 

EicHARD  G.  Maury,  crinnn.il  .lisiii.t  attorney  of  Harris 
county,  Texas,  has  made  n  imiiM  i(.i'  himself  among  the 
leading  young  attorneys  of   1Iihi>Iuii. 

Mr.  Maiiiy  is  a  n.-itive  of  Mississippi.  He  was  born 
near  Suqualali.   Nnxnlice  county,  that  state,  January  10, 

1878,    s( I     Maitlii'w    H.    and    Virginia     (Gathright) 

Maury.  'I'lic  fiist  ot  the  Maiirys  who  came  to  America 
were  Matthew  ami  Maiy  .\nii  '  (  i'lmtaine)  Maury,  who 
in  1817  came  frt.m  linliiin,  lirlaml,  in  this  country  and 
settled  in  Virginia.  Tlaii  an.,'^t.iis  had  fled  from 
France  to  Ireland  aftiT  tlir  ir\  (iraticm  of  the  edict  of 
Kantes.  Matthew  H.  Maury  was  a  planter  and  mer- 
chant in  Mississippi,  where  he  spent  his  life  and  died, 
his  death  occurring  in  1889.    His  wife  died  in  1905. 

Eichard  G.  Maury  was  reared  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  private  schools  in  his  native  state.  He  first 
came  to  Texas  in  1893.  He  spent  one  year  in  Fort 
Worth,  and  then  went  to  Mexico,  where  he  sojourned 
for  a  time.  Returning  to  Texas,  he  again  took  up  his 
residence  at  Fort  Worth,  where  he  found  agreeable  em- 
ployment and  studied  law.  He  read  law  in  the  offices  of 
Cowan  &  Burney  and  Judge  N.  A.  Stedman,  and  also 
while  stenographer  and  librarian  of  the  Court  of  Civil 
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businr-.  hi,,'  l.a-i-  iMi  th,.  lirsi  tim,.  in  tlio  history  ol  the 
county,  but  also  he  l)rought  tli.'  ^Inrkot  virtually  up  to 
date,  for  the  first  time  in  many  y.ai^.  In  this  time 
twenty-two  men  were  convicteil  foi  nmiiloi.  a  lar^o  num- 
ber of  which  were  whites.  Mr.  _Mauiy  wliilc  dii-trirt  at- 
torney brought  suit  against  the  Standard  Oil  Company, 
the  o'ntcome  of  which  was  a  judgment  for  $500,000.  He 
was  also  instrumental  in  having  all  road  houses  and  un- 
lawful clubs  in  Harris  ,-nunty  .-losp.!. 

In  the  soiial  lifo  of  llniivton.  Mr.  Maury  is  promi- 
nent. He  is  idnititi.Ml  \,  iili  iinmouins  clubs  and  fraternal 
organizations.  inclu.lniL:  Iho  Houston  Club,  the  Thalian 
Club  of  Houston,  the  Houston  Light  Guards,  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  Modern  Woodmen,  Wood- 
men of  the  World,  Houston  Turn  Verein,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  Houston  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Maury  is  unmarried.  He  resides  at  No.  8  The 
Beaeonfield  apartments,  in  Houston. 

J.  S.  JoXES,  the  popular  and  efiicient  incumbent  of 
the  office  of  county  clerk  of  Deaf  Smith  county,  Texas, 
a  position  which  he  has  held  since  1910,  is  another  ex- 
ample of  the  self-made  men  of  which  the  West  is  so 
proud,  lontciit  to  begin  his  life  in  a  humble  capacity, 
he  has  i^radiially  worke<l  his  way  up  to  independence  and 
prestii^o  aniniiy'  In-  fellow  men.  Today  he  has  the  full 
conlidt  mo  of  ilio  ]ioo|ile  of  his  community,  who  have  sig- 
nified tlicii  t.iith  in  his  ability  and  trustworthiness  by 
electing  liim  to  , f  the  most  resiionsible  county  posi- 
tions within  tho  ^it't  of  the  people. 

J.  S.  .lojiis  li.iils  from  the  East,  having  been  born  in 
the    ritx    ot    l;aliiMioro.    Marvlaml.    September    17.    1858. 

He  is  a  ~ t   Ih  i\  ;,ml   Mary   Kli/aI.eth   (Fisher)  Jones, 

nativrs  nt'  MaM-laii.l.  mIm  sprnt  their  entire  lives  in 
Baltinn.ro.  wluiv  tiir  nii.ihor  ili.M  in  1  sS4  at  the  age  of 
flfty-loiii-  yrars,  ami  Ihr  farlior  in  IIHIL'.  when  seventy 
years  ot  a^o.  II.  ( ',  .lonos  was  for  \cars  ongaged  in  the 
insuram-o  lnisinoss  in  tlio  i^ast  ami  was  well  known  in 
that  line,  for  a  hm-  |ioi  io,|  ha\  inu  hocu  vice  president  of 
the  United  Stato-  I'm  ami  Maiino  Insurance  Company. 
He  and  his  wilo  \\i'\r  iln  iiannts  of  four  children,  of 
whom  J.  S.  wa-   tho  -n-oml    in   oidor  of  birth. 

After  atteiidino  tho  imlilir  srhools  of  his  native  city, 
he  came  to  Tonus  m  isso.  lirst  loraiino  at  Dallas,  and 
from  that  tinio  until  lss|  „as  lo.aio.l  al  \arious  points 
in  Texas.  At  that  time  ho  rotnrnod  to  I'.altimore  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad, 
and  during  the  next  two  years  was  in  the  offices  at 
Baltimore.  He  then  spent  ten  years  at  Topeka,  Kansas, 
with  the  Atchison,  Toiiekn  &-  Santa  Fe  Eailroad,  but  in 
1900  came  to  Amarillo  for  tin-  Santa  Fe.  Two  years 
later  he  came  to  Herofoid  as  :iy,.iit  for  the  same  line, 
but  after  five  years  resi^nod  Ins  position  to  engage  in 
the  real  estate  business,  in  which  he  was  engaged  on  his 
own  account  for  three  years.  He  was  thus  occupied  in 
1910  when  he  received  the  election  to  the  office  of  county 
clerk,  a  position  he  has  continued  to  fill  efficiently  to  the 
present  time.     Mr.  Jones  has  proven  himself  an  able  and 
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itious  official,  faithfully  diseharging  the  duties 
of  his  office  in  a  manner  calculated  to  best  benefit  his 
county.  His  record  will  bear  comparison  with  that  of 
others  who  have  been  the  incumbents  of  the  office  of 
county  clerk  of  Deaf  Smith  county,  while  personally  he 
is  popular  with  men  of  all  classes  and  political  creeds. 
An  enthusiastic  Mason,  he  is  secretary  of  the  Blue  Lodge 
at  Hereford,  and  also  holds  membership  in  the  Chapter 
and  Council  of  this  order.  In  political  matters  he  sup- 
ports the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 

On  February  7,  1S91,  while  a  repidpnt  of  Chioncrr., 
Illinois,  Mr.  Jones  was  married  to  ^li-.  lo  -i-  s,  Hvsliin. 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Fraser,  ot  >-  i)i|,;ii~.  l,,,,i  -i 
ana.  Four  children  have  come  to  ^li.  :nhl  Mi-.  .Innr-; 
Mary  Elizabeth,  born  in  1892,  at  Topeisa,  Kansas,  at- 
tending the  Canyon  Normal  School,  class  of  1914;  John 
Henry,  born  in  1895,  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  attending  high 
school  at  Hereford;  Bebecea,  born  in  189-1,  at  Pueblo, 
Colorado,  who  died  there  in  1895  and  was  there  buried ; 
and  James,  born  in  1897,  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  who  is  a 
student  in  the  Hereford  public  schools.  Mr.  Jones  has 
resided  in  numerous  parts  of  the  United  States,  but  has 
never  before  lived  in  a  section  for  whose  future  he  has 
been  more  ojitimistie  than  the  Panhandle  country  of 
Texas.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  ' '  booster  ' '  of  his  adopted 
section,  and  is  every  ready  to  extoU  its  climate,  its  op- 
portunities and  its  people.  "With  his  family  he  attends 
the  Presbyterian  church. 

George  M.  Calhoun.  A  resident  of  Houston  county 
since  before  the  war,  and  a  veteran  of  the  great  strife 
between  the  states,  Mr.  Calhoun  has  spent  a  long  and 
useful  life,  prosperous  as  a  farmer  and  merchant  and 
distinguished  by  a  public  spirit  which  has  always  been 
ready  to  serve  and  assist  in  the  progress  of  his  com- 
munity. 

George  M.  Calhoun  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  De- 
cember 4,  1844.  His  parents  were  Squire  and  Laura 
(Williams)  Calhoun,  both  parents  being  natives  of  South 
Carolina  and  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  belong  to  the  same 
family  which  produced  the  great  statesman,  John  C. 
Calhoun.  Of  John  Calhoun,  a  Revolutionary  ancestor, 
the  following  information  was  received  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior: 

• '  John  Calhoun  was  allowed  pension  on  his  applica- 
tion executed  October  17,  1832,  at  which  time  he  was  a 
resident  of  Laurens  District,  South  Carolina.  He  stated 
that  he  was  born  August  10,  1757,  in  Meclenburg  county. 
North  Carolina,  and  resided  in  Ninety-sixth  District, 
South  Carolina,  when  he  volunteered  in  the  Eevolution- 
ary  war.  His  service  was  as  follows:  In  November, 
1775,  under  Capt.  John  Bodgers  and  Major  William- 
son, and  was  in  the  siege  of  Ninety-six;  served  three 
weeks.  In  December,  1775,  under  same  captain.  Colonel 
Eichardson,  served  in  the  'Snow  Campaign'  one  month 
and  three  weeks.  In  May,  1776,  under  Capt.  John  Bod- 
gers, Colonel  Williams,  and  was  engaged  at  Lindley 
Fort,  Black-Hole,  and  in  the  Ring  fight  with  the  Indians ; 
served  six  months.  In  1777,  under  Captain  Chew,  in 
pursuit  of  Boyd,  the  Tory;  two  months.  In  1778,  under 
Captain  Eaney:  three  months.  September  1,  1780,  and 
Sumter,  was  in  the  battle  of  Blackstocks;  served  five 
months.  In  1781  he  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  Dunlap, 
the  British  officer,  who  was  captured  in  Abbeville,  South 
Carolina;  served  one  month.  In  the  fall  of  1781,  under 
Colonels  White  and  Thomas,  two  months.  In  1782,  under 
Captain  Collins,  he  served  one  month,  making  a  total  of 
twenty-two  months'  service.  No  dates  of  discharge  are 
given.  This  soldier  married  December  8,  1793,  Sarah 
Camp.  He  died  September  29,  1838,  and  she  was  allowed 
pension,  W.  File  No.  8,  579,  on  her  application  executed 
February  22,  1845,  at  which  time  slie  was  seventy-one 
years  of  age  and  a  resident  of  Laurens  District  afore- 
said.   There  is  no  other  family  data  on  file. ' ' 

Squire  Calhoun  had  a  varied  and  useful  career.  He 
was  the  possessor  of  many  accomplishments,  an  excellent 


mechanic,  a  carpenter,  a  millwright,  gin  builder  and 
farmer,  and  was  aiso  a  local  preacher  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Throughout  his  life  he  was  deeply  interested 
in  the  social,  religious  and  educational  questions  of  the 
time.  For  many  years  he  served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
When  the  son,"  George  M.,  was  five  years  of  age.  the 
father  moved  his  family  to  Chattanooga  county,  Georgia, 
settling  at  Summerville.  There  the  father  continued  his 
work  as  a  minister,  and  at  the  same  time  was  a  builder 
of  mills,  gins,  and  took  such  an  active  part  as  to  leave  the 
results  of  his  work  almost  a  permanent  record  on  the 
irhi-riy  of  the  vicinity.  Seven  years  after  locating  in 
'''<i^!:i.  the  father  came  to  Texas,  settling  south  of 
I  rnrutt,  in  Houston  county.  Here  he  had  a  large 
osrate  and  farmed  his  plantation  with  the  labor  of  a 
hundred  slaves.  That  reniaiued  his  home  until  his  death, 
and  his  wife  also  j massed  away  in  Houston  county. 

George  M.  Calhoun  had  just  begun  working  for  himself 
as  a  farmer  during  the  year  the  Civil  war  came  on. 
When  the  great  conflict  was  actually  engaged  between 
the  North  and  the  South,  he  left  his  cotton,  corn  and 
other  crops  in  the  field  and  at  Crockett,  enlisted  in  Cap- 
tain Adair's  Company  H.  Green's  Brigade  of  Cavalry, 
and  with  Walker's  Division  went  to  the  front.  He  was 
with  the  Texas  troops  engaged  in  the  western  movement 
into  New  Mexico,  and  from  El  Paso  went  to  Fort  Craig, 
in  New  Mexico,  where  he  participated  in  the  battle  with 
the  Union  forces  at  that  point.  Subsequently  the  troops 
moved  \ip  the  Bio  Grande  by  way  of  Las  Graces  and 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Glorieta.  After  a  furlough  of 
thirty  days  the  company  was  reorganized  and  sent  to 
Cialveston'.  Here  it  was  the  distinction  of  Jlr.  Calhoun  to 
take  part  in  the  remarkable  exploit  which  will  always  live 
in  history,  in  the  capture  of  the  Federal  gunboat,  ' '  The 
Harriet  Lane,"  and  the  taking  of  the  city  of  Galveston, 
which  had  been  occupied  by  the  Federal  forces  since 
early  in  the  war.  The  Harriet  Lane  was  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  formidable  of  the  enemy 's  gunboats,  and 
in  order  to  capture  it  the  Confederates  improvised  three 
gunboats  from  cotton  transports,  two  of  these  being  sunk 
in  the  fierce  conflict  which  raged  on  the  surface  of  Gal- 
veston Bay  during  that  eventful  night.  Mr.  Calhoun  was 
next  transferred  with  the  troops  into  Louisiana,  where  he 
took  part  in  the  Moody  fight  at  Mansfield  and  Pleasant 
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troops  of  which  he  was  a  member  captured  the  town  and 
700  prisoners  of  war.  Next  transferred  to  Arkansas,  and 
subsequently  to  Louisiana,  he  was  with  the  army  which 
camped  near  Bed  Eiver  and  captured  two  Union  gunboats. 
Wita  the  death  of  the  commander,  General  Green,  Gen- 
eral Bee  took  command,  and  the  army  went  by  way  of 
Old  Caney  and  Nibley's  Bluff  to  Yellow  Bayou,  where 
the  fierce  engagement  occurred  of  that  name.  The  troops 
next  went  into  Arkansas,  and  thence  to  Bellevue,  Texas, 
where  Mr.  Calhoun  "s  company  remained  until  the  final 
disbandment  at  Mt.  Enterprise,  in  Anderson  county. 

On  returning  home,  Mr.  Calhoun  adapted  himself  as 
soon  as  possible  to  the  changed  conditions  brought  on 
by  the  war  and  took  up  his  life  work  as  a  farmer.  Sub- 
sequently for  a  number  of  years  he  was  one  of  the  pros- 
perous merchants  at  the  town  of  Pennington.  During  his 
many  years '  residence  and  industry  in  Houston  county  he 
has  acquired  a  substantial  position  and  owns  a  comfort- 
able residence  in  Crockett  and  a  fine  farm  in  the  county. 

On  November  8,  1867,  Mr.  Calhoun  married  Miss  Au- 
gusta Hill,  of  Crockett,  and  their  happy  wedded  life  has 
been  extended  over  a  period  of  more  than  forty-five 
vears.  Nine  children  were  born  to  their  marriage.  Ca- 
milla and  Ada  are  both  deceased.  Those  living  are: 
Beatrice,  wife  of  John  Bruten,  a  farmer  of  Houston 
county;  Frank  and  Bad,  both  of  Crockett;  George  E., 
of  Grapeland;   Harry  Montgomery,  of  Dallas;   Thomas, 
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of   Leon   county,   and   Eichard,   who   is   in   the   railroad 
service  and  travels  in  and  out  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  reared  in  the  Methodist  Church,  but 
he  and  his  wife  are  both  Universalists  and  have  active 
communion  with  that  faith.  They  are  intelligent  and 
broadminded  people  whose  lives  have  never  run  in  the 
selfish  grooves,  but  have  reacted  to  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  many  others.  Mr.  Calhoun  was  affiliated 
with  the  Knights  of  Honor  until  the  order  disbanded 
at  Crockett  some  years  ago.  He  is  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lar members  of  Crockett  Camp,  United  Confederate  Vet- 
erans, being  at  the  present  time  lieutenant  of  the  camp. 

EDV7IN  WiNFREE.  The  Career  of  Judge  Winfree  has 
been  marked  by  large  and  worthy  achievement  and  he 
has  had  much  to  do  with  the  civic  and  material  develop- 
ment and  progress  of  Houston  county,  Texas,  where  he 
has  maintained  his  home  for  forty  years  and  where  his 
benignant  influence  has  permeated  in  divers  channels. 
He  is  presiding  on  the  bench  of  the  county  court,  in 
which  important  judicial  office  he  has  served  for  a  full 
decade,  though  not  consecutively,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
best  known  and  himsi  lidunirvl  of  the  loyal  and  progres- 
sive Citizens  of  <io,kett.  till'  thiivmu;  metropolis  and 
judicial  center  of  tin'  loiinty.  I'nirlier  distinction  per- 
tains to  Judge  \Viiitree  by  rL';isuu  of  bis  gallant  service 
as  a  soldier  of  the  Confederacy  in  the  war  between  the 
states,  and  he  is  now  the  popular  incumbent  of  the  posi- 
tion of  commander  of  the  Crockett  camp  of  the  United 
Confederate  Veterans'  Association. 

Judge  Winfree  claims  the  historic  Old  Dominion  com- 
monwealth as  the  place  of  his  nativity  and  is  a  scion  of 
one  of  its  old  and  honored  families — one  that  was  there 
founded  in  the  colonial  era.  He  was  born  in  Chester- 
field county,  Virginia,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1845,  and  is 
a  son  of  Thomas  Edwin  and  Elizabeth  Marrion  (Taylor) 
Winfree,  both  of  whom  likewise  were  born  and  reared 
in  that  state,  the  former  tracing  his  lineage  to  staunch 
English  origin  and  the  latter  to  fine  old  Welsh  stock. 
Thomas  Edwin  Winfree  owned  and  operated  a  large 
plantation  in  Chesterfield  county,  engaged  in  the  raising 
of  tobacco  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  also  conducted  a 
tobacco  dry-stemming  factory  at  Manchester,  the  me- 
tropolis of  his  home  county.  With  these  lines  of  indus- 
trial enterprise  he  continued  to  be  actively  and  success- 
fully identified  until  his  death,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
honored  and  influential  citizens  of  his  county,  where  he 
commanded  unqualified  popular  confidence  and  esteem 
and  where  he  was  frequently  called  upon  to  serve  in 
positions  of  distinctive  trust,  including  that  of  guardian 
or  "next  friend"  for  a  number  of  negroes  who  had  been 
given  their  freedom  for  faithful  service,  prior  to  the 
Civil  war.  Both  he  and  his  devoted  wife  continued  to 
reside  on  their  old  homestead  plantation  until  they  were 
summoned  from  the  stage  of  life's  mortal  endeavors, 
both  having  been  earnest  communicants  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Of  the  eight  children  four  are  living:  Mrs. 
Fannie  Christian,  of  Manchester,  Virginia;  George,  who 
resides  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  that  state;  Rupert  W., 
who  remains  at  Manchester,  in  the  old  home  count.y,  and 
Edwin,  whose  name  initiates  this  review.  The  deceased 
children  are:  Virginia,  who  died  as  a  young  woman; 
Mrs.  Sallie  DuVal,  Marion,  and  William  W,  Winfree. 

Judge  Winfree  was  afforded  excellent  educational  ad- 
vantages in  his  native  state,  and  there  gained  valuable 
experience  in  connection  with  the  affairs  of  the  home 
plantation  and  his  father's  other  business  interests. 
He  attended  the  Manchester  and  Eichmond  scliools  under 
Professor  Jones  and  the  Eev.  Dr.  Burroughs;  also  the 
Euffins  High  School  of  Chesterfield,  Virginia,  under  the 
tutorship  of  Professor  Murray.  Judge  Winfree  was  a 
vigorous  and  ambitious  youth  of  seventeen  years  at  the 
time  when  civil  war  was  precipitated  upon  the  nation, 
and  he  forthwith  subordinated  all  personal  interests  to 
tender  his  services  as  a  defender  of  the  cause  of  the  Con- 
federacy, which  gained  the  active  allegiance  of  the  very 


flower  of  young  Southern  manhood.  On  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Drewery's  Vir- 
ginia Battery,  which  also  became  known  as  the  South 
Side  Artillery  of  Smith's  Battalion,  and  with  this  most 
valiant  command  he  served  under  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee 
until  the  close  of  the  great  internecine  conflict  between 
the  North  and  the  South.  It  should  be  especially  noted 
that  it  was  Drewery's  Battery  that  held  the  fort  at 
Drewery's  Bluff  against  flve  Union  gunboats  that  came 
up  the  river  from  Norfolk,  and  this  was  but  one  of 
many  admirable  exhibitions  of  loyal  and  intrepid  serv- 
ice on  the  part  of  this  gallant  command.  Judge  Winfree 
made  a  military  record  that  shall  ever  redound  to  his 
honor,  and  he  lived  up  to  the  full  tension  of  the  long 
and  weary  struggle  which  called  forth  the  ultimate  of 
devotion  and  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  fair  old  South- 
land, He  had  many  hazardous  and  dramatic  experi- 
ences during  his  long  period  of  service  in  camp  and  on 
the  field  of  conflict,  and  well  it  is  that  he  perpetuates 
the  more  gracious  memories  of  those  days  through  his 
appreciative  identification  with  the  fast  depleting  ranks 
of  that  noble  organization,  the  United  Confederate  Vet- 
erans, in  which  he  is  a  valued  member  of  Crockett  Camp, 
No.  141.  of  which  he  is  serving  as  commander  in  1912-13. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  famous  eight  thousand  of  Lee's 
worn  and  depleted  army  that  lined  up  for  battle  just 
before  the  surrender  at  Appomattox,  and  his  name  is 
upon  the  Confederate  roll  of  honor  now  retained  in  the 
Confederate  Museum  in  the  city  of  Eichmond,  Virginia, 
the  capital  of  the  Confederate  government.  This  roll 
is  inscribed  with  the  names  of  the  eight  thousand  brave 
and  loyal  Southerners  who  thus  made  the  last  stand  in 
defense  of  the  cause  for  which  they  had  fought  with  aU 
of  loyal  zeal  and  devotion.  Tlie  roster  was  prepared  for 
General  I^ee  in  compliance  with  his  personal  request,  and 
Judge  Winfree  greatly  prized  the  certificate  which  he 
received  from  the  mufeum  authorities  and  which  states 
that  his  name  appears  upon  this  historic  document,-  a 
letter  from  the  house  regent  of  the  museum  likewise 
having-  been  addressed  to  the  Judge  and  giving  the  same 
assurance.  Another  valued  souvenir  is  a  certificate  which 
was  given  to  him  by  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  United 
States,  showing  his  name  to  be  upon  the  copy  of  the 
famous  roll  of  honor  that  was  given  to  General  Grant 
upon  his  request  and  which  was  by  him  placed  in  the 
archives  of  the  United  States.  Judge  Winfree  took  part 
in  virtually  every  engagement  in  and  around  Richmond, 
the  fair  old  city  whose  seven  hills  bore  the  brunt  of 
much  of  the  important  polemic  activities  of  the  great 
war  between  the  states.  He  was  twice  wounded  in  ac- 
tion, but  he  did  not  long  permit  his  injuries  to  keep  him 
from  his  command. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Judge  Winfree,  with  equal 
valor  and  ambition,  turned  his  attention  to  winning  the 
victories  which  peace  ever  hath  in  store,  "no  less  re- 
nowned than  war, ' '  and  he  did  well  his  part  in  bringing 
about  a  readjustment  of  affairs  in  the  devastated  and 
prostrate  South,  which  he  had  deeply  loved  and  faith- 
fully served.  He  engaged  in  railroad  contracting  in 
the  mountain  districts  of  Virginia  and  later  was  identi- 
fied with  similar  operations  in  Kentucky.  For  a  period 
of  about  two  years  he  thus  worked  under  the  direction 
of  William  E.  Johnson,  who  during  the  war  had  .served  as 
civil  engineer  for  General  Beauregard  around  Eichmond 
and  Charleston.  After  retiring"  from  railroad  work, 
Judge  Winfree  turned  his  attention  to  the  vocation  of 
bookkeeper  and  accountant,  and  in  this  capacity  he  was 
employed  in  turn  in  the  cities  of  Louisville.  Kentucky; 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  Augusta,  Georgi.'i, 

Imbued  with  a  desire  to  come  to  the  Southwest,  in 
which  progressive  section  of  the  Union  lie  believed  he 
could  find  better  opportunities  for  advancement  through 
personal  effort,  the  financial  resources  of  the  family 
having  been  brought  to  low  ebb  through  the  ravages  of 
the  war,  he  came  to  Texa,s  in  the  autumn  of  1873  and 
established   his   home   at    Crockett,    which   was   then,   as 
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now,  one  of  the  important  commercial  and  industrial 
points  of  the  state,  as  well  as  a  center  of  admirable 
social  activities,  as  the  place  had  gained  many  citizens 
from  the  older  states  of  the  South.  He  devoted  his  at- 
tention for  some  time  to  clerical  work,  and  eventually 
became  one  of  the  representative  business  men  of  the 
city,  with  inviolable  place  in  popular  confidence  and  re- 
gard. His  career  in  Houston  county  has  been  one  of 
significant  usefulness  and  honor  and  he  has  contributed 
a  generous  quota  to  social  and  material  development  and 
advancement.  For  a  period  of  about  eight  years  he 
held  the  office  of  cashier  of  the  old  Houston  County  Bank, 
and  when  this  institution  was  reorganized  and  incor- 
porated as  the  First  National  Bank  of  Crockett  he  was 
prominently  concerned  in  effecting  this  reorganization. 
He  was  identified  with  the  banking  business  in  an  execu- 
tive capacity  for  more  than  eight  years  and  at  the  time 
of  severing  his  relations  with  the  First  National  Bank 
he  was  the  incumbent  of  the  position  of  county  superin- 
tendent of  public  schools  of  Houston  county,  Texas. 

Ever  a  stanch  and  ardent  advocate  of  the  principles 
and  policies  for  which  the  Democratic  party  stands 
sponsor  in  a  generic  way,  Judge  Winfree  has  been  in- 
fluential in  its  councils  in  his  city  and  county,  and  as  a 
citizen  he  has  given  earnest  support  to  measures  and 
undertakings  projected  for  the  general  good  of  the  com- 
munity. In  1897  he  was  elected  to  the  bench  of  the 
county  court,  and  he  continued  to  preside  on  the  same, 
with  characteristic  ability  and  efficiency  until  1902. 
After  an  interim  of  six  years  he  was  again  elected  to  this 
important  office  in  1908,  which  term  expired  in  Novem- 
ber, 1912.  He  has  thus  been  the  honored  and  valued 
incumbent  of  this  judicial  position  for  a  total  of  ten 
years,  and  his  retention  of  the  position  is  virtually  a 
matter  of  his  own  volition.  During  his  first  period  of 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  county  court  Judge 
Winfree  also  served  as  superintendent  of  the  county 
schools,  and  in  this  connection  he  did  a  splendid  work 
in  bringing  the  educational  facilities  of  the  county  up 
to  a  high  standard,  his  service  having  met  with  such 
success  and  such  unqualified  approval  that  he  has  been 
frequently  termed  the  father  of  the  schools  of  Houston 
county.  In  the  time-honored  Masonic  fraternity  Judge 
Winfree  is  affiliated  with  Lothrop  Lodge,  No.  21.  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  pa.st  master, 
and  with  Trinity  Chapter,  No.  4,  Royal  Arch  Masons. 
He  and  his  family  all  hold  membership  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  Mrs.  Winfree  is  affiliated  with  the  Order  of 
the  Eastern  Star,  an  adjunct  organization  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity. 

On  the  10th  of  August,  1874,  about  a  year  after  his 
arrival  in  Texas,  Judge  Winfree  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Willie  King  Matlock,  daughter  of  the  late  Wil- 
liam I?.  M.itlnik,  who  was  one  of  the  most  honored  citi- 
zens of  llinit^ton  county  and  concerning  whom  more 
specific  mention  is  made  on  other  pages  of  this  work,  in 
the  sketch  dedicated  to  the  only  surviving  child,  Joseph 
G.  Matlock.  Mrs.  Winfree  was  summoned  to  the  life 
eternal  in  1882,  and  was  survived  by  four  daughters — 
Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  D.  B.  Baker,  of  Crockett, 
Texas,  and  who  is  now  deceased;  Helen,  who  is  the  wife 
of  William  Cone,  of  Crockett;  Adele,  who  is  the  wife  of 
James  Crawford,  of  Carson,  Louisiana,  and  Willie,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Jack  O.  Powell,  of  Barham,  that  state. 
On  the  10th  of  November,  1885,  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Judge  Winfree  to  Mrs.  Alice  Bay,  widow  of 
Calvin  Bay  and  a  daughter  of  the  late  John  King,  who 
was  a  representative  citizen  of  Grimes  county,  this  state. 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Winfree  have  three  children — Joseph 
Edwin,  who  is  an  attorney-at-law  in  Crockett,  and  Marion 
L.  and  Mark  King,  who  remain  at  the  parental  home. 
Mrs.  Winfree  has  one  son  by  her  first  marriage,  Calvin 
Bay,  who  is  a  resident  of  Fullerton,  Louisiana. 


Rev.  John  J.  Whelan,  O.  M.  I.     No  man  in  the  town 
of  Del  Rio,  Texas,  is  more  greatly  beloved  than  the  Rev. 


John  J.  Whelan,  the  priest  in  charge  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church  in  this  place.  Father  Whelan  has  accom- 
plished much  for  the  church  in  Del  Rio.  When  he  came 
to  the  city  the  church  was  greatly  in  want  of  a  strong 
executive  head  as  well  as  a  truly  spiritual  leader,  and 
Father  Whelan  was  able  to  supply  its  needs.  His  in- 
fluence in  the  town  extends  far  beyond  the  borders  of 
his  own  church,  for  his  strength  of  character  and  his 
active  practicing  of  his  high  ideals  must  necessarily  in-  . 
fluence  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

The  Rev.  John  J.  Whelan  was  born  in  Ireland  on  the 
1st  of  February,  1864.  He  received  a  fine  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  land,  first  attending  the  elemen- 
tary schools  and  later  entering  Christian  Brothers  Col- 
lege at  Armagh,  Ireland.  After  this  he  spent  some  time 
in  an  ecclesiastical  college  in  the  southern  part  of  Ire- 
land, and  in  1888  came  to  Canada.  Here  he  passed  his 
novitiate,  this  being  completed  at  the  end  of  the  first 
year.  He  then  attended  St.  Joseph 's  Scholasticate,  in 
Ottawa,  Canada,  for  the  study  of  philosophy  and  the- 
ology, and  after  completing  his  studies  there  was  sent 
to  New  Westminster,  British  Columbia,  and  was  there  or- 
dained priest  on  the  27th  of  May,  1894.  This  was  in 
1894,  and  he  spent  some  time  as  a  priest  in  British  Colum- 
bia, being  stationed  most  of  the  time  in  Vancouver.  He 
then  went  to  Bullalo,  New  York,  but  remained  only  a  few 
months,  on  accdimt  .if  ill  lu'Mlth.  On  doctors'  advice  he 
then  came  to  Del  K'iii.  this  licing  in  1902  and  he  has  not 
only  accomplishr.l  murli  fur  the  church,  but  he  has  also 
regained  his  lost  health  to  a  great  extent. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  Del  Rio,  Father  Whelan  found 
the  church  in  a  bad  condition.  It  is  entirely  due  to  his 
hard  work  and  to  the  inspiration  which  he  gave  his  parish- 
ioners that  the  church  has  been  beautifully  furnished,  the 
fine  linens  and  brasses  and  all  the  furnishings  that  add 
to  the  beauty  of  the  ritual  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  having  been  added  since  his  coming.  Not  only 
has  his  attention  been  centered  on  the  church  building 
itself,  but  the  Sister's  property,  the  church  school,  the 
Sacred  Heart  Academy,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
has  been  rebuilt  and  put  into  splendid  running  order. 
He  has  also  been  instrumental  in  securing  a  new  church 
and  parsonage  for  the  Mexican  people  in  the  city,  and 
they  have  their  own  priest  and  are  a  flourishing  parish. 
When  Father  Whelan  came  to  his  parish  the  things 
which  he  has  accomplished  seemed  well  nigh  impossible, 
but  under  the  influence  of  his  own  industry  and  his  en- 
thusiasm for  the  cause  in  which  he  was  working,  his 
people  have  done  a  splendid  work.  The  work  of  such  a 
man  cannot,  however,  he  estimated  by  the  outward  signs, 
for  in  the  quiet  round  of  his  parochial  duties  he  ac- 
complishes perhaps  his  greatest  work,  work  that  none 
save  himself  and  his  people  know. 

Politically,  Father  Whelan  is  independent  and  takes  no 
active  interest  in  politics,  though  he  always  likes  to  see 
the  best  man  win.  His  work  is  his  pleasure  as  well  as 
his  duty  and  his  delight  is  in  traveling  about  among  his 
parishioners.  He  is  an  ardent  believer  in  the  state  and 
the  people  among  whom  he  has  come  to  live.  He  says 
that  Texas  is  a  very  large  state  and  its  people  are  big, 
broad-minded  people,  with  warrc,  generous  hearts.  He 
adds  that  Texas  is  large  in  area  and  large  in  opportuni- 
ties, and  offers  a  welcome  to  any  honest  man  who  is 
willing  to  put  forth  honest  effort. 

James  A.  Smith,  of  El  Paso,  Texas,  is  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  the  city  and  is  widely  respected.  He  has 
been  in  business  in  the  West  and  Southwest  for  many 
years  and  perhaps  no  one  is  more  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  this  section  of  the  country,  with  its  history  and  re- 
sources, than  is  Mr.  Smith.  His  success  in  business  is 
largely  due  to  a  capacity  for  hard  work  and  to  a  wide 
experience  with  many  kinds  of  men.  Not  only  as  a 
wealthy  and  influential  business  man  is  Mr.  Smith  known, 
but  also  through  his  position  as  postmaster  of  the  city, 
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an  office  involviug  no  little  responsibility  and  requiring 
considerable  amount  of  executive  ability. 

James  A.  Smith  was  born  in  Hume,  Alleghany  county, 
New  York,  in  1S52,  on  the  2d  of  May.  His  father, 
Asahel  Smith,  was  also  born  in  the  state  of  New  York 
and  there  grew  up  and  married  Susanna  Taggart.  Mrs. 
Smith  died  when  her  young  son  was  only  five  years  of 
age  and  after  her  death  her  husband  moved  to  Missouri 
and  settled  in  Cameron.  He  was  living  here  when  the 
Civil  war  broke  out  and  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  ranks 
as  a  private  soldier.  He  was  later  made  an  olficer  and 
participated  in  the  first  battle  of  Lexington,  under  Colo- 
nel Mulligan.  Here  he  was  captured,  but  was  paroled 
three  weeks  later.  He  became  very  prominent  in  recon- 
struction days  in  Missouri  and  served  at  one  time  as 
county  commissioner  of  De  Kalb  county,  Missouri,  lie 
met  his  death  accidentally  in  1900,  in  El  Paso,  wIktc  he 
lived  with  his  son.  He  was  seventy-four  years  of  -d'^i- 
at  the  time  and  his  death  resulted  from  the  kick  of  a 
horse. 

James  A.  Smith  grew  up  in  Missouri  and  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  state,  spending 
the  summer  months  in  hard  work,  and  thus  serving  an 
apprenticeship  for  the  work  he  was  destined  to  perform 
in  later  life.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  went  to  work 
in  earnest,  finding  employment  in  the  sawmills.  At  the 
end  of  a  year  he  went  West  to  Colorado  and  located  in 
Denver,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  furniture  and  up- 
holstery business  from  1872  until  the  fall  of  1875.  At 
the  end  of  this  time  he  entered  an  entirely  different  line 
of  work  and  one  to  which  he  was  well  adapted,  this 
being  the  newspaper  business.  He  went  to  Central  City, 
Colorado,  and  there  became  editor  and  manager  of  the 
Central  City  Ke>;ist«'r.  In  the  fall  of  1S97  he  resigned 
from  his  jiositKni  and  nuoe  more  entered  the  furniture 
business,  cntimiiny  ni  Central  City.  In  1881  he  sold 
out  and  removed  tn  Durango,  Colorado,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  undertaking  business.  In  the  sprinig  of 
1882  he  met  with  reverses  in  his  business  and  lost  prac- 
tically everything  he  had.  Undaunted,  however,  by  a 
disaster  that  would  have  made  most  men  despair,  he 
turned  to  the  first  thing  by  which  he  could  earn  a  liv- 
ing and  entered  the  railway  mail  service  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri. 

It  was  in  1884  that  he  came  U<  Texas  and  settled 
in   El  Paso.     Here   is   where  he   inn.li'   his   lii^i    .lei-ided 

start   on   the   road   to   success.      He    lucn m    wholesale 

produce  merchant  and  made  a  great  smii'ss  nf  this  busi- 
ness, which  he  followed  until  1890,  when  he  received  the 
appointment  as  postmaster  of  El  Paso  by  President 
Harrison.  At  about  this  time  he  assumed  the  manage- 
ment and  tame  into  control  of  the  El  Paso  Herald,  the 
Ii'.-i-Iii'l;  !.■' |i  I  I  r:in  newspaper  of  ^Vestern  Texas.  He 
'■■iii'i  H      ■  ;i^iuess   of   the   postnttice   with    the   most 

'■'ill-.  .  ■  .  .  ;.  ,..  but  he  was  renmvcd  fiom  office  by 
I'icM'lLUt   Ll'_\Llaiid,  no   reason   ).i'in;.'   '^iven,   but  his  ae- 


department  since  his  first  appointment  with  signal 


'1  til' 


act  that  it  was 
iken  and  frank 
iir  his  removal. 
tli'^  pa])er  until 
iiiiiL;  tills  year 
ipi.iiv.  He  be- 
n|i:iny  and  has 
1  being  located 
Paso.     He  will, 


conducted   along  lines  of   iIm'    mnvi    mils 

Republicanism  is  very  likely   iln-  n-.iMni 

He  continued  as  editor  ami   nianai;cr  "I 

1899,   when   he   sold   his   interests,   .-ni'l 

he  incorporated   the  El   Paso   Palry   <  i 

came  president  and  manager  of  this  .• 

made  it  a  great  success,   the  dairy  fai 

about  twenty  miles  to  the  north  of  El 

however,  retire  from  this  business  in  1913,  of  which  he 

is  a  director  as  well  as  manager. 

In  1906  the  postmaster  of  EI  Paso  departed  and  left 
the  management  of  the  postoffice  to  his  bondsmen,  of 
whom  Mr.  Smith  was  one.  His  previous  experience  in 
this  office  led  to  his  immediate  selection  as  active 
manager  of  the  affairs  of  the  office,  and  in  February, 
1907,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  by  President  Roose- 
velt. He  was  reappointed  in  February,  1911,  by  Presi- 
dent  Taft   and   has  managed  the   affairs   of   the  postal 


business  interests  in  addi- 
Is  a  director  in  the  Pioneer 
Iso  president  of  the  Valley 
;>any.  He  is  very  much  in- 
.elopment  of  this  section 


Mr.  Smith  has 
tion  to  his  pul'llr  , 
Abstra.-t  r,„M[,;,,iv 
Impleninit  :ni'l  \i 
terestcil   in   the   ay 

and  is  part  owner  in  the  Eosedale  farm,  eight  miles  below 
El  Paso,  which  is  one  of  the  fine  alfalfa  farms  in  this 
region.  He  is  also  a  director  in  a  company  that  owns 
a  dairy  farm  ahnut  twenty  miles  north  of  El  Paso,  and 
is  owner  of  a  hiniu'  in   th.-  rit\    iisriC. 

Mr.  Smith  liiis  ,ilv,,-i>.  linn  ,i,i  ;i,  tlve  member  of  the 
Republican  partv  un.i  li,is  mli-I,.  nniiiy  u  journey  in  be- 
half of  the  Ri'inilili'mi   I  niin,L      In    1 ; h,'  attended  the 

l.'>rnlili,'an  Xntn.nnl  r.MiMniinm  nl  I 'liilmlrliiliia  as  dele- 
yali'-nt  lai^^r,  nn.l  in  linil,  :iimI  n-nin  nt  I  he  national 
cnnw-ntliin  iu  (  lihn^'i  in  liMis  h,.  w.ns  n  .Inieoate  from 
this  district. 

In  fraternal  affairs  Mr.  Smith  has  always  taken  a 
keen  interest,  belonging  to  the  Ancient  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  Iu  which  order  he  has  taken  the  York 
and  S.dttlsh  Rite  degrees.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the' 
i:iks,  ami  in  both  of  these  fraternities  he  is  a  life 
nirniliei.  He  belongs  to  the  chamber  of  commerce  and 
at  oue  time  served  as  president  of  this  liody. 

Mr.  Smith  has  been  twice  niaiin'l.  liis'(ii>(  marriage 
being  in  1873  to  Miss  Eva  Hcmlrnks,  nt  Illinois.  She 
died  in  1879,  leaving  three  cliil'lrcn,  uiw  nf  whom  has 
since  died.  Kate,  the  eldest.  Is  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Fi-auklin,  of  El  Paso,  and  Lily  G.  is  the  widow  of  E.  A. 
Howard  and  is  now  engage.]  in  teaching  in  the  El  Paso 
public  schools.  In  October,  1883,  Mr.  Smith  was  re- 
married at  Cleburne,  Texas,  his  second  wife  being  Miss 
Alice  Kendrick,  a  native  of  Caldwell  county,  Missouri. 
Mrs.  Smith  grew  up  near  Cameron,  Missouri,  and  was 
a  dear  friend  of  her  husband  during  their  childhood. 
When  she  was  fourteen  years  of  age  she  received  a 
stroke  of  paralysis  from  which  she  has  never  entirely 
recovered,  the  use  of  her  left  hand  being  totally  lost, 
and  she  has  but  little  use  of  the  right  hand.  She  makes 
up  for  these  deficiencies  with  remarkable  cleverness,' 
using  her  teeth  for  writing  and,  in  spite  of  her  afflic- 
tion, her  bright  and  courageous  spirit  and  the  devo- 
tion that  exists  between  her  husband  and  herself  makes 
their  home  life  ideal.  They  have  one  son,  Ray  Kendrick 
Smith,  who  lives  in  El  Paso. 

Glover  W.  Worthixgton,  M.  D.  Representing  the 
first-class  ability  and  skill  of  his  profession  and  enjoying 
the  best  practice  in  Marathon  and  vicinity.  Dr.  Worthing- 
ton  is  one  of  the  young  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
Texas  who  has  quickly  taken  front  rank  in  his  profes- 
sion. He  began  practice  with  an  excellent  equipment 
and  the  test  of  real  practice  found  him  qualified  for  this 
important  service  among  the  social  professions.  It  is 
■  noteworthy  that  Dr.  Worthington  earned  all  the  money 
for  his  professional  education,  and  his  success  since  be- 
ginning practice  is  commensurate  with  the  ambition  and 
energies  which  prompted  him  to  enter  this  profession. 

Glover  W.  Worthington  was  born  in  Houston  county, 
Texas,  June  8,  1874.  His  father,  James  Worthington, 
was  a  native  of  Arkansas,  who  came  to  Texas  when  a 
young  man,  and  is  now  engaged  in  ranching  in  Brewster 
county.  He  is  one  of  the  active  citizens  politically,  al- 
though he  has  always  refused  to  hold  any  office  himself. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  and  his  wife 
was  also  devoted  to  the  religion  of  that  denomination. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Willie  Hawkins,  who  was  born  in 
Louisiana  and  was  married  in  Texas,  and  whose  death 
occurred  in  1894  when  thirty-six  years  of  age.  Her  re- 
mains now  rest  in  Houston  county.  Of  the  six  children- 
in  the  family  the  Doctor  was  the  oldest,  and  all  the. 
other  children  still  reside  in  this  state. 

Dr.  Worthington  had  his  early  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Houston  county,  and  also  attended  high 
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school  there.  When  he  left  school  it  was  to  take  a  place 
as  clerk  in  a  store,  and  for  three  years  he  worked  hard, 
lived  economically,  and  saved  all  he  possibly  could  in 
order  to  put  himself  through  college.  When  he  was  ready 
to  take  up  the  study  of  medicine,  he  entered  Tulane 
University,  at  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  on 
May  1,  1901.  His  first  practice  after  returning  from 
college  was  in  his  native  county  of  Houston,  and  he  en- 
joyed a  good  patronage  among  the  better  class  of  people 
in  that  locality  up  to  1910,  in  which  year  he  located  in 
Marathon  and  established  an  office.  He  has  the  best 
practice  through  all  this  vicinity  and  stands  high  both 
as  a  gentleman  and  as  a  doctor. 

In  Houston  county,  in  April,  1903,  Dr.  Worthington 
married  Miss  Lydia  Hutchings,  daughter  of  J.  L.  Huteh- 
ings  of  Houston  county.  The  two  children  of  the  doctor 
and  wife  are  named  James  L.  and  J.  Phillip  Worthing- 
ton. The  doctor  shows  his  preference  among  the  churches 
to  the  Christian  denomination  but  is  liberal  and  broad 
minded  in  his  support  of  all.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated 
with  the  Masonic  Order,  in  which  he  has  passed  several 
of  the  chairs,  has  had  official  place  in  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  is  examining  physician  for  the  camp  of  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  at  Marathon.  He  was  at  one 
time  chancellor  commander  for  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
The  doctor  has  membership  in  the  Houston  County 
Medical  Society,  and  is  local  railway  surgeon  at  Mara- 
thon. Among  other  responsibilities  of  his  profession  he 
is  at  the  present  time  assistant  county  health  officer  for 
Brewster  county.  He  is  a  Democrat  but  not  a  prac- 
tical politician  "and  gives  his  vote  for  the  cause  of  good 
government.  In  the  recreations  he  finds  his  greatest 
pleasure  in  hunting.  Dr.  Worthington  has  found  west 
Texas  by  all  means  the  finest  part  of  the  state  from  his 
point  of  view,  and  he  has  many  excellent  reasons  to  as- 
sign for  his  belief  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  it 
will  become  one  of  the  garden  spots  and  industrial  cen- 
ters of  all  the  western  country. 

Solomon  A.  Starr.  The  proprietor  of  the  only  drug 
store  in  Marathon,  Brewster  county,  and  possessing  a 
large  and  prosperous  business,  Mr.  Starr  is  a  young  busi- 
ness man  who  has  had  an  exceedingly  practical  career, 
having  begun  life  when  a  boy  and  having  won  success 
by  his  own  efforts.  He  had  a  place  of  influence  and 
esteem  in  his  present  community,  and  is  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive leaders  in  business  and  civic  affairs  in  Brewster 
county. 

Solomon  A.  Starr  was  born  in  Bosque  county,  Texas, 
August  20,  1881,  and  this  state  has  been  his  home  all 
his  life.  His  parents  were  John  B.  and  Nannie  (Snow) 
Starr.  The  mother,  who  was  born  and  married  in  Texas, 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  died  in 
1903  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight,  her  remains  now  resting 
at  Sweetwater,  this  state.  John  B.  Starr,  the  father,  was 
born  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  coming  to  Texas  when  a 
young  man,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  retail  meat  busi- 
ness at  Marathon.  Formerly,  for  many  years  he  was 
in  the  drug  busineps.  There  were  nine  children  in  the 
family,  and  of  these  Solomon  A.  is  the  oldest. 

After  an  education  in  the  public  schools  at  Stephens- 
ville,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  Solomon  A.  Starr  took 
a  position  in  a  notion  store,  and  thus  acquired  his  first 
practical  experience  in  business  affairs.  After  about  a 
year  he  went  on  a  farm  where  he  remained  for  one  year 
and  then  became  employed  in  a  drygoods  house,  and 
four  years  later  entered  his  father's  drug  store,  and  re- 
mained associated  with  the  older  Starr  until  he  was 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  Some  two  years  later  he  came 
to  Alpine,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  drug  store  for 
about  three  years  and  then  came  to  Marathon  where  he 
opened  a  stock  of  drugs  and  kindred  goods  of  his  own. 
He  carries  a  first-class  line  of  pure  drugs  and  druggists' 
sundries,  and  does  an  excellent  retail  business. 

In  November,  1906,  at  Sweetwater,  Mr.  Starr  married 


Miss  Mae  Johnson,  daughter  of  W.  Sam  Johnson, 
formerly  of  Cleburne,  Texas.  Their  two  children,  one 
son  and  one  daughter  are  named  Lonia-Fay  and  Solo- 
mon A.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Christian  church 
and  Mrs.  Starr  is  one  of  its  active  workers  and  identified 
with  the  work  of  the  Ladies  Aid  Society.  Fraternally  he 
is  affiliated  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  is  a 
Republican  voter.  During  his  residence  in  Alpine  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Mayor  and  has  frequently  been 
solicited  to  accept  public  honors,  but  consistently  re- 
fuses. For  recreation  he  is  especially  fond  of  tennis, 
and  of  all  outdoor  games. 

William  J.  Yates.  The  publisher  and  editor  of  the 
Alpine  Avalanche  is  one  of  the  ablest  newspaper  men 
in  west  Texas,  and  his  large  experience  in  the  profession 
includes  relation  with  various  papers  in  this  state  dur- 
ing a  period  of  nearly  twenty  years.  He  was  with  the 
Texas  troops  during  the  late  Spanish  war,  and  is  a  man 
of  much  resourcefulness  and  enterprise,  having  given 
his  talents  to  the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare  of 
Brewster  county  in  recent  years. 

William  J.  Yates  is  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  of 
a  prominent  North  Carolina  family.  He  was  born  in 
Charlotte,  April  3,  1870.  William  J.  Yates,  Sr.,  his 
father,  spent  all  his  life  in  North  Carolina,  where  he  at- 
tained to  prominence,  both  as  a  journalist  and  as  a  pub- 
lie  man.  He  spent  forty-two  years  as  a  newspaper  pub- 
lisher. Though  an  influential  man  in  polities,  he  never 
accepted  office  for  himself,  though  he  was  honored  with 
the  appointment  of  adviser  to  the  governor,  an  honorary 
office  which  he  held  for  twenty  years.  He  was  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  believed  in 
practical  religion  and  charity.  He  educated  about  twenty 
young  men  and  sent  them  to  the  State  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  his  own  expense.  He  was  for  many 
years  president  of  the  board  of  regents  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  North  Carolina  and  for  about  fifteen  years  was 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  for  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Insane  Asylum.  His  death  occurred  in  1888 
when  about  sixty-six  years  of  age,  and  was  the  occasion 
of  inany  tributes  from  prominent  men  all  over  the  state. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Sallie  Springs,  who 
was  born  in  North  Carolina,  where  they  were  married. 
She  was  a  devout  Presbyterian  in  religion,  and  took  much 
interest  in  church  work.  She  died  in  1899  at  the  age 
of  sixty-four  and  the  parents  now  rest  side  by  side  in 
the  old  North  State. 

Mr.  Yates,  who  spent  the  first  twenty-one  years  of  his 
life  in  North  Carolina  attained  his  first  education  by 
private  instruction  and  then  was  a  student  in  the  Caro- 
lina Military  Institute,  the  King's  Mountain  Military 
Institute  and  the  State  University  of  North  Carolina.  In 
the  newspaper  and  printing  establishment  conducted  by 
his  father  he  was  more  or  less  of  a  regular  visitor  from 
the  earliest  years  of  his  recollection,  and  finally  be- 
came a  permanent  attache  of  the  office,  where  he  learned 
the  trade  of  printer  and  much  else  about  the  general 
printing  and  publishing  business.  When  about  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  determined  to  take  up  the  study  of 
medicine,  and  accordingly  went  to  New  York  City  for 
that  purpose,  spending  two  years  there,  but  giving  up 
the  work  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  soon  afterwards 
went  to  Louisiana,  and  worked  in  a  bank  for  about  one 
year,  and  then  came  to  Texas.  With  the  exception  of 
three  years  which  he  spent  at  Charlotte,  N.  C,  in  the 
editorial  department  of  the  Daily  Ncirs,  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  Texas  ever  since  his  first  arrival  here.  He 
was  first  in  Fort  Worth  and  then  in  Waco,  spending 
about  one  year  in  the  general  insurance  business.  Goliad 
was  the  next  field  for  his  enterprise  and  he  was  en- 
gaged in  editing  a  paper  there  for  about  three  years  and 
also  became  editor  of  the  Daily  Times  at  Victoria.  He 
was  for  about  one  year  receiver  and  editor  of  the  Victoria 
Fart.  Then  the  Spanish  war  came  on  in  1898  and  he 
enlisted   in    Company   M   of   the   Second    Texas   United 
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states  Volunteers  as  a  private,  being  elected  lieutenant 
of  his  company  dmiug  his  first  week  in  the  service.  He 
was  with  these  troops  throughout  the  period  of  the 
war  and  on  being  mustered  out  was  offered  a  commission 
as  lieutenant  in  the  regular  army,  but  refused  this 
promotion  on  account  of  his  approaching  marriage. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Yates  resumed  newspaper  work, 
and  for  three  y,',iis  w.-is  .-it  l.'dii^fn,  a  Iter  which  he 
became  owner  ami  rdii.n-  ni  ihr  (  /(...(,  :ii  ('.djuis  Cliristi, 
and  while  in  the  lait.'i-  mI>  v,,■;^  ;ll^u  ..lilnr  ..r  ihe  Vaily 
Herald.  From  Corpus  elin^ti  lie  came  out  lo  Alpine 
and  bought  the  Avalanciie,  a  journalistic  enterprise 
which  had  been  established  some  years  before.  Under 
his  management  lie  has  made  the  Avalanche  a  paper  of 
much  iiinueiice  an.l  with  an  excellent  circulation  through- 
out this  pa  It  et'  I  In-  state.  The  plant  has  a  good  equip- 
ment aim  (In,  s   ninrli   Imsiness  in  general  job  printing. 

Mr.  Vaf.s  at  ti..liad,  Texas,  on  November  21,  1898, 
married  Miss  Jennie  Merriweather,  daughter  of  George 
W.  Merriweather  of  Goliad.  They  have  no  children  of 
their  own,  but  one  adopted  child,  Lucile  Eives,  who  is  a 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Yates'  sister.  The  family  worship  at 
the  Episcopal  church,  and  Mrs.  Y'ates  is  president  of  the 
Ladies'  Guild  in  that  church.  Fraternally  Mr.  Yates  is 
affiliated  with  the  Elks,  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Eagles.  At 
Corjius  Christi  he  was  worthy  president  of  the  Eyrie  of  the 
Eagles,  is  a  past  chancellor  commander  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  past  exalted  ruler  of  the  Elks.  For 
more  than  twenty-seven  years  Mr.  Y'ates  has  been  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  International  Typographical  Union. 
He  also  has  local  membership  in  the  Alpine  Commercial 
Club,  and  is  much  interested  in  Democratic  politics,  not 
only  in  his  home  county  but  in  the  state.  For  two  years 
he  was  mayor  of  Goliad,  and  served  for  a  term  as 
police  judge  at  Corpus  Christi.  Mr.  Yates  is  a  follower 
of  baseball  and  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  this  recreation 
in  his  home  town  and  follows  the  game  of  the  state  and 
larger  leagues. 

R.  Waveeley  Smith.  If  the  city  of  Galveston  wished 
to  express  in  the  character  of  one  citizen  its  best  ideals 
and  achievements,  probably  no  one  man  could  represent 
it  so  broadly  and  fully  as  E.  Waverley  Smith.  Mr. 
Smith  is  now,  as  he  has  been  for  upwards  of  twenty 
years,  one  of  the  vital  forces  in  the  progress  of  this 
community,  and  none  will  deny  that  Galveston  in  what 
it  stands  for  and  in  what  it  has  achieved,  owes  a  great 
measure  of  gratitude  to  the  broad  capacity  and  ability 
of  Mr.   Smith. 

Mr.  Smith  is  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  largest  banks, 
and  is  ofificially  connected  or  otherwise  with  perhaps  a 
dozen  well  known  corporations.  However,  his  most  last- 
ing distinction  will  always  consist  in  the  prominent  part 
he  took  in  originating  and  perfecting  the  "Galveston 
Idea,"  resulting  in  the  Galveston  plan  of  commission 
government  for  the  city,  an  idea  and  form  which  has 
since  been  adopted  by  hundreds  of  American  cities,  and 
•which  only  recently  has  been  proposed  and  is  now  being 
seriously  "discussed  as  the  proper  solution  for  the  in- 
adequacies of  state  government.  The  best  brief  out- 
line of  Mr.  Smith's  work  during  the  great  storm  at 
Galveston,  in  1900,  and  the  subsequent  rebuilding  of 
the  city  and  the  origin  of  the  commission  plan  is  con- 
tained in  a  pamphlet  written  liy  E.  R.  Cheeseborough,  and 
published  by  the  Galveston  Tribune  Company  on  Decem- 
ber .51,  1909.  A  portion  of  this  article  is  quoted  as 
follows : 

"After  the  storm  of  1900,  it  was  suggested  that  the 
first  step  necessary  to  a  complete  rehabilitation  was  a 
thorough  reorganization  of  the  city  government.  It 
■was  seen  and  understood,  as  every  keen  observer  knows, 
that  an  efficient  city  government  encourages  the  people, 
stimulates  them  to  activity,  invites  capital  and  creates 
prosperity.  The  Galveston  Deep  Water  Committee,  there- 
fore, decided  that  there  was  an  imperative  necessity  that 


the  charter  of  the  city  be  completely  overhauled  and 
application  made  to  the  state  legislature  for  a  new 
charter  along  broader  and  better  lines,  and  that  some 
action  should  be  taken  looking  to  a  compromise  with 
the  holders  of  the  city  's  bonds,  as  to  the  interest  on  the 
outstanding  bonds  for  a  period  of  five  years. 

"Mr.  R.  Waverley  Smith,  president  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Galveston,  a  lawyer  by  training,  and 
who  for  four  years  prior  to  that  time,  had  held  the  of- 
fice of  city  attorney,  and  who  was  then  a  member  of 
the  Deep  Water  Committee  and  now  its  chairman,  sug- 
gested the  appointment  of  a  committee  from  that  or- 
ganiaation  to  thoroughly  revise  and  rewrite  the  city 
charter.  Accordingly  a  sub-committee  of  three  from  said 
organization  was  appdinted,  .-.insisting  of  Mr.  Smith, 
Col.   Walter   Gresham.   a    lanv.i    and   a  former   member 
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idea  was  the  creation  of  a  governing  body  which  should 
conform  as  near  as  possible  to  the  organization  of  a 
great  business  corporation,  providing  the  duties,  carefully 
defining  the  responsibilities,  and  through  the  heads  of 
the  various  departments  concentrating  both  power  and 
responsibility. 

' '  In  presenting  the  proposed  charter  to  the  legislature 
for  adoption,  the  Deep  Water  Committee  issued  a  re- 
markable address,  setting  forth  in  strong  language  the 
urgent  needs  of  Galveston.  This  address  which  was 
written  by  Mr.  R.  Waverley  Smith,  stated  in  part:  'We 
believe  that  municipal  government,  as  it  has  been  ad- 
ministered in  this  community  for  the  past  twenty  years 
is  a  failure.  It  did  not  require  the  storm  to  bring  a 
realization  of  this  fact,  but  it  brought  it  home  with 
greater  force  upon  us.  We  are  seeking  relief  from  the 
municipal  destruction  and  despair  which  is  staring  us 
in  the  face.  It  is  a  question  with  us  of  civic  life  and 
death.  This  committee  has  labored  diligently  and  earn- 
estly to  prepare  and  present  to  the  people  of  this  city, 
and  to  the  legislature,  remedial  legislation  adequate  for 
the  grave  emergency  confronting  us.  Months  have 
been  given  to  its  preparation.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
central  idea  of  the  new  charter — that  of  a  commission — 
embodies  the  practical  solution  of  that  hitherto  un- 
solved problem ;  ' '  How  to  govern,  cheaply  and  well,  a 
municipal  corporation."  We  are  asking  for  a  charter, 
placing  the  entire  control  of  the  local  government  in  the 
hands  of  five  jommissioners,  designed  to  benefit  the  peo- 
ple, rather  than  to  provide  pin.vnres  for  politicians." 
The  passage  of  the  ( 'iiniiiii'^)..ii  ,  li.arter  bill  through  the 
legislature  was  accoiii|ilislii  il  .mh  after  a  long  and  bit- 
ter fight,  and  as  a  t«.i  ilin.ls  \.,te  in  favor  of  the  bill 
was  not  secured,  it  did  not  go  into  active  operation,  un- 
til ninety  days  after  the  legislature  had  adjourned.  It 
was  just  twelve  months  after  the  great  storm  of  Sep- 
tember 8,  1900,  before  the  city  government  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  new  board  of  city  commissioners,  the 
new  charter  becoming  effective  September  18,  1901. 

In  the  years  which  have  passed  since  the  inception  of 
the  commission  government  at  Galveston,  the  importance 
of  Mr.  Smith's  public  spirited  citizenship  has  suft'ered 
no  decline.  He  is  as  alert  to.lay  in  behalf  of  all  mat- 
ters effecting  Galveston  and  the  state  of  Texas  as  he 
was  in. the  crisis  of  1900.  He  is  a  big  civic  leader,  a 
man  who  enjoys  the  thorough  confidence  and  respect  of 
his  fellow  citizens,  and  is  one  of  that  group  of  business 
men  who  have  been  laying  a  solid  foundation  in  recent 
years  for  the  greater  and  better  Galveston,  shaping  all 
forces   and   plans   to    a   realization    of    the    possibilities 
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which  will  come  about  when  Galveston  becomes  in  truth 
and  in  fact  the  greatest  port  city  on  the  continent. 

E.  Waverley  Smith  is  a  native  of  Virginia,  born  in 
Buckingham  county,  August  10,  I860.  His  father,  Eob- 
ert  B.  Smith  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and  during  his  resi- 
dence in  Virginia,  was  an  extensive  tobacco  planter. 
The  mother  Mary  (Taylor)  Smith  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, a  daughter  of  Eev.  W.  H.  Taylor,  a  distinguished 
Baptist  minister.  The  family  moved  to  Austin,  Texas, 
in  1880,  and  the  mother  died  in  1S84,  and  the  father  in 
1905.  E.  Wtiverley  Smith  was  fifteen  years  old  when 
he  came  to  Texas,  and  from  1SS3  to  1887  was  a 
student  in  the  literary  department  in  the  University  of 
Texas,  graduating  in  the  latter  year,  A.  B.  He  then  be- 
gan the  study  of  law  at  the  University,  but  in  August, 
1887,  came  to  Galveston  and  continued  his  law  studies 
under  private  instruction.  His  admission  to  the  bar 
came  in  1889,  and  he  was  engaged  in  private  practice 
in  this  city  until  1S95.  He  was  then  elected  city  attor- 
ney, and  held  that  office  until  1S99,  his  service  contin- 
uing almost  to  the  time  of  the  storm. 

In  1900,  Mr.  Smith  was  diverted  from  his  career  as  a 
lawyer  to  finance  and  business,  by  his  election  as  presi- 
dent of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Galveston,  an  insti- 
tution of  which  he  has  been  the  head  ever  since.  He  is 
president  of  the  Eeal  Estate  Loan  company,  of  the  Gal- 
veston Development  Company,  of  the  Security  Land  and 
Trust  Company,  and  is  president  of  the  Galveston  Clear- 
ing House.  The  office  of  vice  president  is  held  by  him 
in  connection  with  the  following  corporations:  The  Gal- 
veston Tribune  Company,  The  Galveston  Hotel  Company, 
builders  and  owners  of  Hotel  Galvez,  with  the  Gal- 
veston Gas  Company,  the  Texas  Industrial  Development 
Company.  Mr.  Smith  is  treasurer  of  the  Cotton  Con- 
centration Company,  of  the  Galveston  West  End  Com- 
pany, and  of  the  Texas  &  Gulf  Steamship  Company.  He 
is  also  one  of  the  board  of  Pilot  Commissioners  of  the 
Port  of  Galveston.  Mr.  Smith  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Galveston  Deep  Water  Commission  since  1899,  and 
after  the  death  of  the  late  George  Sealy,  in  1901,  be- 
came chairman  of  the  committee,  a  place  which  he  still 
holds. 

Mr.  Smith  has  membership  in  the  Aziola  Club  of  Gal- 
veston, the  Oleander  Country  Club,  the  Galveston  Garten 
Verein,  the  New  York  Yacht  Club,  the  Columbia  Yacht 
Club,  and  mauv  other  social  and  civic  organizations.  In 
1S96  he  was  married  to  Miss  Etta  Jane  Sealy,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Sealv  of  Galveston.  They  have  no 
children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  reside  at  822  Tremont 
street  in  Galveston. 

W.  Jeff  Johxson,  M.  D.  During  nearly  thirty  years 
of  active  practice  in  his  profession  in  North  Texas,  the 
services  and  attainments  of  Dr.  Johnson  have  ranked  him 
as  one  of  the  leading  physicians  in  this  part  of  the  state, 
and  he  enjoys  one  of  the  best  practices  in  Hardeman 
county,  his  resident  and  professional  headquarters  hav- 
ing been  at  Chillicothe  since  1906.  Dr.  Johnson  is  one 
of^the  men  who  began  life  with  many  handicaps.  He  was 
a  poor  boy,  but  was  resolute  in  his  ambition  to  enter 
the  higher" walks  of  life.  In  attaininig  this  purpose,  he 
spent  five  years  in  the  employ  of  a  regular  physician, 
studying  and  getting  his  board  for  such  duties  as  he 
performed,  which  were  of  a  very  miscellaneous  character. 
He  then  taught  school  in  order  to  get  the  means  to  at- 
tend medical  college,  and  has  always  been  very  progres- 
sive and  kept  himself  by  study  and  by  attendance  at 
post-graduate  schools  abreast  of  all  the  advancements 
in  his  science  and  art. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  born  in  St.  Frances  county,  Arkansas, 
July  16,  1861.  the  oldest  of  six  children  born  to  A.  F. 
and  M.  T.  ("Walker)  Johnson.  The  parents  were  both 
natives  of  Tennessee,  the  father  born  in  Maury  county, 
.Tilly  ]fi,  1832,  and  the  mother  in  1837.  The  father,  who 
'  :i''  a  substantial  farmer,  came  to  Texas,  November  5, 
l^TS,   locating    at   Cleburne,    where   he   made   his   home 


until  his  death,  June  22,  1911.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  vpas  a  soldier  of  the  Confederacy,  and  served 
under  General  Price,  continuing  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end  of  the  long  war.  At  Springfield,  Missouri,  he 
was  wounded.  The  mother  now  makes  her  home  at  Fort 
Worth,  Texas. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  reared  in  Tennessee,  up  to  the  age  of 
seventeen,  and  dnring  that  time  attended  the  public 
schools  and  was  also  a  student  in  Webb 's  Institute,  in 
that  state.  After  coming  to  Texas,  he  followed  the  lines 
of  work  already  indicated,  and  in  1885  was  granted  a 
certificate  to  practice  medicine,  and  began  his  practice 
at  Whitt,  in  Parker  county.  He  also  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  Tennessee,  in  the  medical  department,  and 
was  graduated  M.  D.  in  1892.  He  then  continued  his 
practice  at  Whitt,  where  he  was  a  physician  for  fifteen 
years.  In  1900  he  moved  to  Bridgeport,  Texas,  where 
he  continued  in  practice  until  1906,  and  in  that  year 
established  himself  at  Chillicothe.  The  doctor  is  now 
serving  as  city  health  officer  and  is  a  member  of  the 
County  and  State  Medical  Society,  the  American  Medical 
Association.  In  polities  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  has 
served  as  master  of  his  Masonic  Lodge  three  times,  and 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Eoyal  Arch  Chapter.  His  other 
fraternal  affiliations  include  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  he 
and  his  family  worship  in  the  Methodist  Church. 

At  Whitt,  in  Parker  county,  on  March  14,  1SS5.  Dr. 
Johnson  married  Miss  Margaret  J.  Buster,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Katherine  Buster,  both  now  deceased.  The 
Buster  family  came  from  Arkansas  to  Texas  in  1878. 
No  children  have  been  born  to  the  marriage  of  the 
Doctor  and  wife.  In  1903,  Dr.  Johnson  attended  the 
post-graduate  medical  school  of  Chicago  and  he  is  a 
physician  who  seizes  every  opportunity  to  advance  his 
attainments  and  render  his  services  more  useful  to  his 
patients. 

Fraxk  M.  Smith.  The  story  of  the  success  that  has 
rewarded  the  efforts  of  Frank  M.  Smith,  of  Brown- 
wood,  is  an  interesting  narrative,  the  chapters  of  which 
mark  the  way  from  a  little  Indiana  farm  to  the  head  of 
a  great  lumber  enterprise.  Starting  from  a  humble 
clerkship  in  a  bank,  he  has  reached  his  present  posi- 
tion by  methods  which  in  these  days  of  higher  criticism 
of  business  practice  have  never  been  assailed.  Jlr.  Smith 
was  born  at  Acton,  Marion  county,  Indiana,  April  20, 
1861,  and  is  a  son  of  John  S.  and  Pauline  (Doswell) 
Smith. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Smith  were  natives  of  A'irginia, 
and  following  their  marriage  in  that  State  removed  to 
Marion  county,  Indiana,  where  they  settled  on  a  farm. 
There  they  resided  from  1860  until  1871.  in  which  year 
they  came  to  McLennan  county,  Texas,  and  purchased 
farm  lands  two  miles  from  the  city  of  Waco,  although 
this  property  is  now  included  within  the  corporate  lim- 
its of  that  city.  In  1881  they  disposed  of  their  interests 
there  and  came  to  Brown  county,  the  mother  dying  here 
two  years  later  and  the  father  in  1902.  There  were  ten 
children  in  the  family,  of  whom  four  are  deceased,  the 
survivors  being:  E.  C.,  a  prominent  farmer  and  public 
man  of  McCordsville,  Indiana;  Temple  D.,  president  of 
the  Bank  of  Fredericksburg,  the  Bank  of  Timpson  and 
the  Bank  of  Carthage,  Texas ;  Brooke,  president  and 
owner  of  the  Brooke  Smith  Bank  of  Brownwood;  Frank 
M. ;  N.  L.,  a  resident  of  Los  Angeles,  California ;  and 
Alice  L.,  widow  of  J.  J.  Bainey,  of  Brownwood. 

Frank  M.  Smith  received  only  meager  educational  ad- 
vantages in  the  country  schools  of  Marion  county,  In- 
diiiiia.  and  the  W^co  city  schools,  and  at  twenty  years 
ot  .'iL'''  rninnii^nred  his  career  as  clerk  in  the  private  bank 
,.i  hi,  1  iMtliri.  Brooke,  of  the  firm  of  Smith  &  Steffens, 
;il  Alil'Mi,'.  In  1S82  he  first  came  to  Brownwood,  with 
liis  ].,iri  iits.  and  for  one  vear  was  in  the  emplov  of  the 
Rrouiiwooil  Bank  of  the  same  firm.  Smith  &  Steffens.  In 
1884  he  organized  the  Bank  of  Anson,  in  company  with 
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another  brother,  Temple  D.  Smith,  and  this  firm  also 
engaged  in  merchandising  at  Anson  for  twelve  years. 
In  189G  Frank  M.  Smith  removed  to  Timpson,  but  two 
years  later  went  to  Nacogdoches  county,  where  he  re- 
sided until  190S,  and  still  owns  1,000  acres  of  farm  lands 
in  that  county,  although  he  has  disposed  of  all  of  his 
other  interests.  From  1903  until  1908,  he  was  engaged 
in  the  sawmill  business  there,  but  in  the  latter  year, 
owing  to  ill  health  and  the  advice  of  his  physicians  to 
seek  a  higher  altitude,  he  returned  to  Brownwood,  which 
city  has  since  been  his  home.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that 
Brownwood  already  had  several  lumber  yards,  owned  Ijy 
large  corporations,  Mr.  Smith  was  courageous  enough  to 
open  an  establishment  of  this  unfure  of  his  own,  on  an 
independent  li;isis,  and  tliis.  like  :ill  ..(  liis  other  under- 
takings, has  |iiii\,.|  iiKiik.'^il,  M.  -'  I  lie  is  today 
the   largest  shi|i|ii'r    m    liiml  <  i      ■  ,  i     '     .      -in^s   in    Brown 

county,   and  i-anicv   d.Mil  li>   ili i    stock   of  any 
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affairs  makes  him  one  of  tin  i^iness  men  of 

this  section,  and  he  is  uiii\ri  _     ,.ed  among  his 

tes  as  a  man  whose  ani.iir-  ;n.  . untributing  to 
Itavi'  and  advancement  of  his  adopted  community. 
,'\rv  sli(.\\ii  confidence  in  the  future  of  the  South- 
iiid,  liilir\iiig  that  opportunities  await  men  of 
.11  and  (Il(•r^y  liere.  has  at  all  times  been  willing 
sHrh   III  Ini  mat  lull  as  is  ai    lii^  rniiiniand  in  regard 
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ila;:c  uitli  .Miss  MatUe  J.  Broun,  iit  Knitiirkv,  dan-l.tor 
of  lir.  M.  II.  I'.nuva,  who  is  now  retiird  aial  a  rrsidml 
of  ll.iiikiiisMllr,  Kentucky.  Six  childivn  Iki\-.'  k.^ii  I". in 
to  this  niiinn:  I'rank  M.,  Jr.,  a  student  nf  tlie  Brnun- 
wood  High  School,  aged  nineteen  years;  Fannie  L.,  who 
is  fifteen  years  of  age;  William  T.,  aged  thirteen  years, 
and  Brooke  D.,  the  baby,  who  is  three  years  of  age. 
Two  children  are  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  church,  in  the  faith  of  which  all 
their  children  have  been  reared.  In  political  matters  he 
is  a  Democrat,  but  has  never  cared  for  public  office, 
although  on  one  occasion,  while  a  resident  of  .Tones 
coiintv,  he  i-Miisiaited  to  become  his  ]iart\'-^  raii.lidafc  fur 
county  tii'asiii.M-,  and  served  acceptalily  in  tkai  oili,-- 
one  trnii.  Iiiuiiit;  his  long  residence  in  \aiaiiis  j.aits  i.l' 
Texas  he  has  formed  a  wide  acquaintance,  in  which  he 
has  numbered  many  warm  jjersonal  friends. 

Addison  Yancey  Gunter  and  Willi.vm  W.\shington 
GUNTER.  of  Sivills  Bend,  Texas.  Tlir  lives  of  these  two 
men  could  not  be  written  sepaiatily  any  inure  than  could 
those  of  Damon  and  Pythias:  Im  all  their  lives  they 
lived  together,  and  their  mutual  lo\<>  and  devotion  was 
as  great  as  anv  faklrd  licroes  of  antiquit.v.  Their  par- 
ents, l.rnniid  (iiiiitir  and  Kebecca  Williams  Gunter,  re- 
moved trnni  Ka-lcrn  .\i.itli  Carolina  early  in  life  and, 
having  lost  their  all  in  yold  mining  in  the  North  Caro- 
line foot-hills,  they  settled  near  Jamestown  in  that  state. 
Here,  on  April  3,' 1820,  William  Washington  Gunter  was 
Ijorn.  Addison  Yancey  Gunter  was  born  at  the  same 
place  on  January  17,  1833.  These  men  were  only  two 
of  a  large  family,  their  brothers  being  Levin,  Laertis, 
Shubert,  Abner,  Isaac,  Harper,  Jot,  Charles,  and  Henry, 
all  now  deceased;  Jesse,  who  is  a  retired  farmer  and 
lives  near  Victoria,  Texas,  and  Martha,  wife  of  John 
Childers,  of  Abilene,  Texas. 

Their  father,  finding  life  very  difficult  in  North  Caro- 
lina for  a  farmer  with  a  large  "family,  decided  to  try  his 
fortune  further  west,  and,  followinu  the  easiest  rnnto, 
went  south  into  Geor^'ia.  wlirn.  Iir  was  indinrd  tn  settle 
in  Troupe  county,  near  l-'ianklm.  Ilnr  hi-  smi,  William 
Washington,  entered  the  general  inurLhaudise  store  of 
Mr.  Wilkinson  in  the  capacity  of  errand  boy.  His  in 
dustry,  affability,  and  intellect  in  a  few  years  won  him 
a  partnership  in  the  store,  when  he  at  once  took  in  his 
younger  brother,  Addison  Yancey,  as  a  clerk,  and  from 
that    time   on   they   were   never   separated   for   long,   and 


their  business  interests  were  always  interwoven.  An 
older  brother  having  gone  to  Eastern  Texas  in  1854, 
the  rest  of  the  Gunter  familv  decided  to  join  him  in  a 
year  or  two  and  rnter  the  mercantile  field  in  the  new 
country.  After  an  ardimus  jnuniey  to  New  Orleans  and 
up  the  Red  River  t..  ,[,riris,in,  Texas,  they  located  in 
Quitman,  Wood  cuimty,  Texas,  where  thev  opened  a 
^(■iimal  m..|.-liaudise  store  and  (|iiirkl\-  amassc.l  a  con- 
>i'l'  i-'I'l''  li'itiine,  though  under  i^iea'i  diliimlties.  All 
.1^ i^  •-■''   '"    l->st  and  North  Trxas  mm,,  n,,   l;ed  River 


"-■  ;'"  -'■-'■■'I  inMiiili-.  that  he  could  not  ship  his  goods 
I  '  •'  '  'i  '  Alexandria.  There  he  chartered  a  small 
I  "  :      ■     --,  iiL'ia    lares  enough   to   pay  for  her  hire, 

'"''''  ''  ~  ~ )"  alinani,  though  the  insurance  companies 

camelled  all  his  protection,  and  started  for  Shreveport. 
Cholera  broke  out  among  the  deck  hands  and  so  many 
died  that  the  passengers  had  to  load  woou  and  do  many 
other  menial  tasks.  Finally  he  reached  his  destination 
ami  wa-  Mtfmed  a  profit  of  $20,000  on  his  goods  by  mer- 
iliaiiis  III  sliicveport  who  had  not  been  able  to.  get  their 
g.Hids  lip  ,11,  a,-count  of  low  water.  Refusing  this,  he 
.jnnine.ved  by  stage  to  Marshall,  Texas,  where  he  found 
the  saddle  horse  he  had  left  just  six  months  before,  and, 
after  a  couple  of  days  on  horseback,  reached  his  home  in 


\Mle 


s  l; 


The 


s  1,1,  ike  out  the  six 
I,  I, 'I  arms  for  the 
t,,n  Gunter  and  his 
I,  ,   Tiaitli  Texas  Cav- 

!,,■    at     til,,    sie-v    of 


Corinth,  the  battle  of  Franklin,  an, I  ik,.  I-:, m 
paign,  W.  W.  Gunter  reached  tin-  ,:llll^  ,,t  ,:i|,i:iiii.  l,iit 
the  last  year  of  the  war  he  was  iii\  nl  i,k  [  I  mum,'  ami  mmli" 
conscript  officer  and  tithe  i^atlai,  i.      Hi-    imiImm  Inn-   ,lis- 

charge   of    his    duty   in    tin-    ,-a|,a,ii\    hmmI,,    kim    ,,imm s 

among    the    renegades    of    ik,,    .,,Mniiv    ami    ,aii-,,,|    Imii 
ninrdi    troulde   during   the   reconslriieliun    period. 

.\.|,lisou  Yancey  Gunter,  being  in  very  poor  health  at 

til Ill, leak  of  the  war,  acted  under  the  advice  of  his 

|,l|^-,,,all    an.l    went    to    South    Texas,    where    he    joined 


men   who  lia,l   Ixa-n  terrorizint;  Central   Texas. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  a!  Y.  and  W.  W.  Gunter,  as 
the  firm  had  been  named,  found  their  comfortable  for- 
tune had  vanished  and  their  total  available  assets  to  be 
sixteen  bales  of  cotton  collected  during  the  war  and 
saved  because  of  no  shipping  facilities.'  The  proceeds 
from  this  cotton  enabled  them  with  their  unimpaired 
credit  to  open  a  business  in  .Teft'ersnn,  where  they  did 
an  extensive  jobbiiiLr  l,ii-im-s  tn  slnrman,  Dallas  and 
other  North  Texas  |,,,iiit-.  ll,,H,\,a,  reconstruction 
troubles,    dull    times,    an, I    tli,     li.alili    ,,t    the    family    de- 

Gnlit.a-   t,,   e|^,,   „,,   the    ekxa    ,,!    | li,iiie    km,    f,,r  which 

lie  lia,l    |,ri-|,ar,,.|   liim-,'lf  ,|ir,,il\    Mt!,,r  tk,.  war.     Buying 

meat  of  farming  on  a  large  scale,  ultimatelv  accumulat- 
ing some  7,000  acres  of  land. 

The  lure  of  the  merchant,  however,  tempted  them  again 
and  they  opened  a  big  general  store  in  Gainesville,  the 
idiiiity  seat.  All  went  well  till  the  panic  of  1872,  which 
wil,e.|  mit  all  their  assets  except  their  farm  and  gave 
tliem  vears  of  labor  and  trouble  to  readjust  and  pay 
tluir  ilelits.  However,  the  firm  of  A.  Y.  and  W.  W. 
Gunler  payed  dollar  for  dollar  and  kept  their  name  un- 
tarnished, as  they  did  their  cattle  brand,  the  well-known 
Di.'imond  Y.  Their  first  agricultural  success  was  raising 
oats  for  the  government  troops  at  Ft.  Sill,  to  which  place 
they   sent   long   trains   of   ox  wagons   loaded   with   grain 
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through  the  unsettled  Indian  Territory.  Later  they  -nere 
particularly  known  as  horse  breeders  and  cotton  planters. 

Progressive  in  all  things,  they  brought  the  first  blooded 
horse  to  the  county  for  breeding  purposes,  succeeding  so 
well  that  the  Diamond  Y  horse  (which  was  a  cross  be- 
tween a  Kentueliv  thoroughbred  and  the  native  Spanish 
mustang)  was  known  all  over  North  Texas  for  his  speed, 
endurance,  and  natural  saddle  gaits.  They  introduced 
aud  used  the  first  riding  plow-,  reaper,  cultivator,  and 
thresher  that  ever  came  to  Cooke  county.  In  conjunc- 
tion with  their  father-in-law,  they  raised  cotton  and  es- 
tablished one  of  the  first  gins  in  the  county.  Bringing 
the  seed  from  Eastern  Texas,  they  set  out  extensive 
orchards  and  gardens.  By  giving  away  wagon  loads  of 
fine  peaches  they  proved  to  the  skeptical  that  good  fruit 
could  be  raised' in  a  county  that  has  since  taken  many 
horticultural  prizes.  They  were  also  the  first  to  ex- 
tensively use  barbed  wire,  thus  fencing  a  big  pasture. 
Believing  above  all  things  in  education,  they  established 
a  good  school,  two  churches  and  a  Masonic  lodge  in  their 
community.  In  1885  Addison  Yancey  Gunter  was  a 
member  of  the  state  legislature.  -V  life  l^iiu  Pemocrat, 
both  he  and  his  brother  ever  took  :ni  :uti\,.  intelligent 
interest  in  polities.  Both  A.  Y'.  and  W.  W.  Cnnter  were 
men  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  iiKi-n.-siv.iiess,  and 
energy.  Bringing  to  this  new  country  the  old  ideal  of 
hearty  Southern  hospitality,  they  kept  open  house  for 
all  comers.  Their  plantation  was  where  the  most  east- 
ern branch  of  the  big  cattle  trails  crossed  Bed  Eiver  and 
was  known  as  a  place  of  good  cheer  for  all  men  on  the 
trail,  while  many  were  the  busy  men  of  affairs  who  made 
the  long  trip  over  rough  roads  to  partake  of  their  hos- 
pitality and  enjoy  their  rich  humor,  swift  repartee,  and 
deep  insight  into  the  affairs  of  the  day.  To  them  the 
bonds  of  family  and  friendship  were  stronger  than  bonds 
of  steel.  No  member  of  the  family  or  friend  ever  called 
on  them  in  vain  in  time  of  need.  Money,  time,  labor, 
and  often  personal  safety  were  readily  sacrificed  for  a 
brother  in  distress  in  these  troubled  times. 

Addison  Yancey  Gunter  married  Miss  Betty  Ligon, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Seth  Ligon  and  Ealinor  (Dun- 
can) Ligon.  Dr.  Ligon,  a  native  of  Eichmond,  Virginia, 
emigrated  first  to  Clay  county,  Missouri.  He  had  made 
the  trip  across  the  plains  in  1849,  acquiring  a  consider- 
able fortune  in  the  gold  mines  of  California.  He  moveil 
his  familv  and  slaves  to  Sivills  Bend,  Texas,  in  1859, 
where  he  lived  all  during  the  war,  regardless  of  Indian 
raids,  having  thrown  a  stockade  around  his  house.  He 
had  four  children,  namely,  Mary,  James,  and  Eosa,  all 
deceased,  and  Betty-  (Elizabeth),  the  widow  of  Addison 
Gunter.  Two  daughters  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Gunter— Lillian  and  Eosa,  the  wife  of  Isham  Beasley, 
of  Gainesville,  Texas,  and  the  mother  of  one  son,  Isham 
Jackson  Beasley. 

William  Washington  Gunter  was  twice  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Miss  Eosamond  Geer,  a  native  of  Georgia. 
They  had  six  children — Julian,  Nat,  and  Margeret,  and 
three  that  died  in  infancy.  Julian  Gunter  now  lives  in 
Sivills  Bend.  At  one  time  he  was  one  of  the  foremost 
cattle  men  of  his  district.  He  married  Miss  Valeria 
Fitch,  of  Sherman,  and  has  three  children — LucDle,  the 
wite  of  Adrian  Melton,  of  Chickasa,  Oklahoma;  Gladys, 
wife  of  Ira  Jonson,  of  Minco,  Oklahoma,  and  Nat,  the 
only  son.  W.  W.  Gunters'  second  son  Nat,  now  deceased, 
was  a  well-known  lawyer  of  Sherman,  Texas,  and  Mar- 
geret, the  third  child,  also  deceased,  was  married  to 
Clarence  Stewart,  of  Grapevine,  Texas.  In  1868,  W.  W. 
Gunter  married  Miss  Eosa  Ligon,  who  bore  him  four 
children  and  died  in  1880.  She  was  a  sister  to  Betty 
Ligon,  the  wife  of  his  brother,  A.  Y.  Gunter.  Her  eldest 
son,  Horace  Gunter,  married  Lillian  Neal  and  their  four 
children  are  Horace,  Jr.,  Samuel,  Jr.,  Phillip,  and  Edna. 
The  second  son  of  W.  W.  Gunter 's  second  marriage, 
Samuel  Ligon  Gunter,  married  Mabel  Giddens,  who  has 
borne  him  two  sons — William  Washington,  Jr.,  and  Ad- 
dison Yancey,  Jr.     Mabel  Gunter,  the  only  daughter  of 


W.  W.  Gunter  and  Eosa  Ligon  Gunter,  married  E.  M. 
Field,  of  Gainesville,  Texas,  and  has  one  child,  Josephine, 
Addison  Y'ancey  Gunter  died  in  August,  1894,  greatly 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.  William  Washington 
Gunter  died  in  June,  1911,  having  witnessed  in  his  long 
life  most  of  the  clianges  that  go  to  make  up  our  present- 
day  civilization.  The  families  of  both  A.  Y.  and  W.  W. 
Gunter  have  been  identified  with  Cooke  county  and  her 
upbuilding  since  1866,  having  held  continuous  residence 
there  since  that  date. 

John  Huxtek  Thompson.  A  seeming  chance  led  John 
Hunter  Thompson  to  abandon  the  profession  for  which 
he  had  fitted  himself  and  in  which  he  has  already  ac- 
complished a  considerable  in  the  way  of  public  achieve- 
ment, and  to  identify  hiii:self  with  the  life  insurance 
business,  which  resulted  not  long  after  in  his  organiza- 
tion of  the  Guarantee  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  which 
he  is  vice  president  aud  general  manager.  This  com- 
jiany,  organized  as  recently  as  1906,  is  today  admitted 
to  be  one  of  the  greatest  life  insurance  concerns  in  the 
Southwest,  and  is  rapidly  forging  ahead  to  take  its 
proper  place  among  the  foremost  insurance  institutions 
of  the  country. 

John  Hunter  Thompson,  organizer  and  founder  of  the 
company  of  which  he  is  today  vice  president  and  gen- 
eral manager,  was  born  at  NelsonviUe,  Texas,  on  Octo- 
ber 22,  1872,  and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Eobert  W.  and  Vir- 
ginia (Minton)  Thompson.  The  father  was  born  in 
Dallas  county,  Alabama,  in  1842,  and  with  his  parents 
came  to  Texas  in  1848,  settling  in  Austin  county,  where 
he  was  reared  and  established  in  life.  He  came  to  be 
a  prominent  physician  of  his  city  aud  county,  and  in 
addition  to  his  professional  attainments,  gained  a  high 
place  in  state  politics,  serving  at  one  time  in  the  state 
legislature  from  Austin  county.  Dr.  Thompson  is  still 
living  in  Houston,  though  retired  from  professional  and 
pubUc  life.  The  mother  of  the  subject  was  born  in 
Austin  county  and  comes  of  a  well-known  Texas  family. 
Her  grandparents  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the 
state,  coming  hence  from  A'irginia  in  the  days  before 
Texas  came  to  be  a  Eepublic. 

John  Hunter  Thompson  was  educated  in  the  grade 
schools  of  Belleville  and  in  the  high  school  of  that  place, 
receiving  his  training  there  under  the  direction  of  Pro- 
fessor Trenckmann,  well  knewn  in  educational  circles 
of  these  parts  at  that  time.  He  then  attended  the  Agri- 
cultural and  Mechanical  College  and  his  law  course  he 
took  at  the  University  of  Texas.  In  1899,  Mr.  Thomp- 
son was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  state,  and  soon 
thereafter  he  was  appointed  county  attorney  of  Austin 
county,  to  fill  an  unexpired  term.  After  one  year  of 
service  he  was  duly  elected  for  the  regular  two-year 
term,  and  he  thus  served  three  successive  years  in  the 
office,  from  1899  to  1902.  Following  his  retirement  from 
that  office,  Mr.  Thompson  resumed  the  practice  of  law, 
but  his  health  began  to  fail  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
deemed  it  unwise  to  confine  himself  to  an  office,  the 
result  being  that  he  took  up  life  insurance  soliciting  as 
a  means  of  getting  out  into  the  open  and  ridding  himself 
of  the  injurious  effects  of  too  close  confinement  to  an 
office.  It  was  this  experience  that  opened  his  eyes  to 
the  latent  possibilities  offered  by  the  insurance  world, 
and  he  was  not  long  in  formulating  plans  for  the  fur- 
therance of  his  new  ideas.  In  1906  he  moved  to  Houston, 
and  there  he  was  instrumental  in  bringing  about  the 
organization  of  the  Guarantee  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  Texas,  becoming  upon  its  organization  vice  president 
and  general  manager  of  the  new  concern,  and  afterwards 
acquiring  a  controlling  interest  in  the  stock  of  the  com- 
pany. In  that  vear  the  business  was  incorporatetl  with 
a  capital  and  surplus  of  $125,000.  Today  (1913)  it  has 
assets  of  more  than  $1,000,000,  with  over  $20,000,000 
of  insurance  in  force,  a  most  remarkable  record  for  a 
company  so  young  as  this  one.  The  concern  is  doing 
a  constantly  increasing  business  in  the  states  of  Texas, 
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Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Alabama,  and  is  ever  widen- 
ing the  scope  of  its  operations. 

Mr.  Thomi^son  is  prominent  in  social  and  fraternal 
circles,  having  membership  in  the  Houston  Club,  the 
Houston  Country  Club,  and  the  Thalian  Club,  of  Houston, 
while  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  of  long  stand- 
ing, his  affiliations  in  that  order  being  with  Belleville 
Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Belleville  Chapter,  Eoyal  Arch 
Masons;  Brenham  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  and 
El  Mina  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine. 

On  December  20,  1899,  Mr.  Thompson  was  married  to 
Miss  Tummie  Paires,  daughter  of  E.  O.  Faires,  of  Fre- 
donia,  Texas.  Mr.  Faires  w.ts  a  lieutenant  in  the  Con- 
federate army  under  Captain  Killough,  whose  daughter, 
Miss  Eliza  KilloiiLili.  Ii.'  iimiiio.l.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  Jlr.  mh^I  ?\Ir-.  Thompson — Fairy,  John 
Hunter,  Jr.,  and  l.'nliert  J'aues.  The  family  residence 
is  located  at  3804  Main  street. 

Walter  C.  Moore,  president  of  the  Hardy  Oil  Com- 
pany, has  an  office  at  Houston,  Texas,  but  maintains  his 
residence  at  San  Antonio.  Mr.  Moore's  activities  have 
touched  various  lines  of  endeavor,  and  many  important 
Texas  enterprises  have  received  his  support.  To  him 
belongs  the  distinction  of  fathering  the  rice  industry 
in  this  state.  A  detailed  account  of  his  identity  with 
this  one  industry  alone  would  fill  a  volume.  As  in  a  work 
of  this  character  only  generalities  can  be  dealt  in,  the 
biographical  record  of  Mr.  Moore  can  be  presented  only 
in  succinct  form. 

Walter  C.  Moore  was  born  in  Harris  county,  Texas, 
October  8,  1857,  son  of  Pleasant  and  Kezia  A.  (O'Hara) 
Moore. 

Pleasant  Moore  was  born  in  Virginia,  a  representative 
of  a  family  whose  residence  in  the  Old  Dominion  dates 
well  back  into  the  seventeenth  century.  The  paternal 
great-grandfather  of  Walter  C.  served  under  General 
Washington  in  the  Braddock  campaign  of  the  French 
and  Indian  war.  In  1849,  Pleasant  Moore  came  to  Texas 
and  settled  in  Harris  county,  on  the  Buffalo  Bayou, 
where  he  was  a  farmer  and  stock  man  and  where  he 
was  also  for  a  time  engaged  in  contracting  and  building. 
During  the  war  between  the  states  he  served  in  the 
Confederate  army,  with  the  commissary  department,  and 
was  materially  useful  to  the  cause  by  operating  grist 
mills  and  by  providing  fuel  and  other  necessaries  for  the 
support  of  the  armies  in  the  field.    He  died  in  1902. 

Kezia  A.  (O'Hara)  Moore  was  born  in  Ohio.  Her 
grandfather,  Francis  O'Hara,  was  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier under  General  Washington  and  was  of  that  number 
who  spent  the  winter  at  Valley  Forge.  She  was  also 
related  to  Theodore  O  'Hara,  the  poet,  and  to  Charles 
Carroll  of  CarroUton,  Maryland,  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.  It  was  in  1850  that 
i-he  came  to  Texas,  and  her  marriage  to  Pleasant  Moore 
took  place  on  the  plantation  of  Jonathan  T.  D.  Walters, 
south  of  Richmond,  on  the  Brazos  River,  in  Fort  Bend 
county. 

Walter  C.  Moore  attended  school  in  Harris  county 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  after  which  his 
education  was  carried  forward  in  the  broad  and  practical 
school  of  experience.  At  fourteen  he  entered  the  em- 
]doy  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  at  first 
as  a  messenger  boy,  afterwards  as  a  delivery  clerk,  and 
still  later  as  cashier,  and  he  remained  in  their  service 
for  a  period  of  five  years.  Then  he  accepted  a  position 
offered  by  the  Texas  &  New  Orleans  Railroad  Company. 
From  1878  to  1881  he  was  operator  and  station  agent 
at  Dayton,  Texas,  and  this  service  was  followed  by  a 
year  in  the  same  capacity  at  Liberty,  Texas,  and  three 
months  as  train  dispatcher  at  San  Antonio  for  the  G.  H. 
&  S.  A.  R.  R.,  and  a  year  for  the  same  company  at 
Spofford  Junction,  Texas.  In  1883  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Gulf,  Colorado  &  Santa  Fe  Railroad  Com- 
pany and  became  agent   and  operator  at  Valley   Mills, 


Texas,  where  he  remained  until  1890.  From  1890  to 
1892  he  was  relief  agent  for  the  Texas  &  New  Orleans 
Railroad  Company,  and  while  serving  in  this  capacity 
his  duties  frequently  called  him  to  Southwestern  Louisi- 
ana and  gave  him  opportunities  of  observing  and  com- 
paring industrial  and  agricultural  conditions  in  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  Southwest.  At  that  time  rice  culture 
was  in  its  infancy  in  Soiilhwrsin  ii  l,nin-i:iiia,  and  had 
not  extended  beyond  tlir  s.-ilnn,.  l;,.,!.  ,\|]'.  Moore  real- 
ized that  the  lauds  nl  s,,iit  Im:i-:  ,iii.[  Southern  Texas 
were  as  well  adapted  fur  lln.s  c  lup  as  Ihusc  in  the  adjoin- 
ing state,  and  he  was  the  liist  to  make  this  fact  the 
basis  of  practical  busiuess  enterprise.  Up  to  this  time 
the  prairies  of  Southeast  Texas  had  been  almost  entirely 
unprofitable,  and  were  cnu.sidered  worthless  from  a  stand- 
point of  productive  enterprise.  Mr.  .M.jere  not  only  saw 
the  opportunity  for  iiitrodu.Mug  the  .iiltivation  of  rice 
in  Texas,  but  also  he  fathered  tlio  industry  in  this  state. 
His  first  move  in  this  direction  was  his  contribution  of 
articles  on  the  subject  to  the  uewspapcrs  of  Houston 
and  Galveston,  and  to  the  Farm  niul  lUimli  and  other 
agricultural  papers,  urging  the  introiluction  of  rice 
growing.  It  was  some  years,  however,  Ijefore  he  was 
successful  in  interesting  capital  in  the  undertaking.  In 
the  meantime,  in  1892,  he  left  the  railroad  service  and 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in  Houston,  where 
he  was  better  able  to  promote  the  plans  which  he  had 
formed  for  the  development  of  the  rice  fields.  A  few 
small  rice  farms  were  started  in  Southeast  Texas,  but 
nothing  on  an  important  scale  was  attempted.  In  1895 
and  1896,  under  the  direction  of  Col.  C.  C.  Gibbs,  land 
commissioner  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company, 
he  made  two  trips  through  the  North  and  West  in  the 
interest  of  the  new  industry.  He  distributed  literature 
on  rice  culture  and  supplied  the  emigrant  agencies 
throughout  the  Middle  and  Western  states  with  sev- 
eral hundred  bundles  of  rice  grown  in  Louisiana  and 
Texas.  The  efforts  he  put  forth  to  induce  Houston  and 
Galveston  capital  to  purchase  large  areas  of  cheap  land, 
irrigate  it  and  place  it  under  rice  cultivation,  were  un- 
successful, but  he  did  succeed  to  a  certain  extent  in 
interesting  Northern  capital.  The  Trinity  Rice,  Land 
and  Irrigation  Company  was  organized  and  incorporated, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $250,000,  and  the  company  pur- 
chased 15,000  acres  of  laud  for  development.  Mr.  Moore 
was  vice  president  of  this  organization.  Also  he  was 
vice  president  of  the  Hill-Brown  Irrigation  Company, 
which  was  organized  soon  afterwards,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $45,000  and  which  purchased  6,000  acres.  A 
later  organization  was  the  Jloore-Cortes  Canal  Com- 
pany, whose  capital  of  $250,000  was  subscribed  largely 
in  Houston.  This  company,  of  which  Mr.  Moore  was 
president,  bought  17,000  acres  of  land  on  the  Colorado 
River.  The  Texas  Rice  Development  Company  was 
formed  with  a  capital  of  $250,000  to  purchase  22,000 
acres  in  Metagorda  county,  and  in  this  company  also 
Mr.  Moore  was  a  prime  factor,  being  its  vice  president. 
And  he  assisted  in  locating  the  Raywood  canal,  in 
Liberty  county.  Individually  and  in  connection  with 
the  above  named  organizations,  he  has  assisted  in  the 
disposal  of  over  half  a  million  acres  of  land,  a  large 
part  of  which  has  since  been  brought  into  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  The  first  pamphlet  on  rice  cultivation 
ever  issued  in  Southern  Texas  was  prepared  by  Mr. 
Moore,  in  1893,  and  his  subsequent  writings  on  the  sub- 
ject have  been  more  extensive  than  those  of  any  other 
one  person,  and  have  found  a  place  in  a  wide  range  of 
publications.  In  1903,  Mr.  Moore  founded  the  town  of 
Palacios,  in  Metagorda  county,  on  the  Texas  Rice  De- 
velopment Company's  property.  The  Moore-Cortes  Canal 
Company  entered  into  a  contest  with  the  Southern  Pa- 
cific Railroad  Company  to  extend  its  line  from  Van 
Vleck  to  Markham,  and  in  order  to  get  its  further  ex- 
tension to  Palacios,  Mr.  Moore  gave  his  personal  note  for 
$24,000  to  secure  said  extension.    Palacios  at  this  writ- 
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ing  has  about  2,500  population  and  the  adjacent  country 
is  well  settled  and  prosperous. 

In  recent  years  Mr.  Moore  disposed  of  practically 
all  of  his  interests  in  the  rice  industry,  and  since  1905 
has  been  concerned  principally  with  the  development  of 
the  oil  industry.  He  is  president  of  the  Hardy  Oil  Com- 
pany of  Houston,  and  has  holdings  in  other  fields  and 
companies.  He  is  also  vice  president  of  ' '  (Jlif  ton  by 
the  Sea"  Townsite  Company  of  Houston,  and  president 
of  the  Terry  Oil  Company,  a  prospecting  and  develop- 
ing organization. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Moore  is  identified  with  various  or- 
ganizations, "including  the  San  Antonio  Lodge,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.;  Euthven  Commandery  No.  2,  K.  T. ;  El  Mina 
Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  and  is  a  thirty-second  degree 
Scottish  Bite  Mason.  He  belongs  to  Houston  Lodge  No. 
151,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and  to  the  Houston  County  Club,  the 
Travis  Club  of  San  Antonio,  and  the  San  Antonio 
Country  Club. 

Mr.  Moore  was  married  in  1886,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  the  parents  of  four  children— Ferryman  S., 
Annie  Bess,  Lydia  B..  and  Christie  E.  Mrs.  Moore, 
formerly  Miss  Emma  Ferryman,  is  a  daughter  of  Col. 
W.  W.  Ferryman,  an  ex-Confederate  ofiieer,  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Liberty,  Texas,  and  a  relative  of  Colonel  Travis 
and  Mr.  Bowie  and  Mr.  Bonham  of  Alamo  fame.  Their 
residence  in  San  Antonio  is  217  East  Elmira  street. 

Capt.  John  H.  McCatjley.  For  many  years  the  late 
Capt.  John  H.  McCauley,  who  died  July  5,  1909,  was  a 
business  man  and  citizen  of  distinction  in  Wichita  Falls 
and  vicinity.  He  had  earned  his  title  by  gallant  service 
in  the  rnnfe.leratc  army  and  from  the  close  of  the  war 
until  ]i\'  iriilli  '\;i^  rlosely  attentive  to  business  and  the 
vaii,-;  i     1    '  lips   of"a  long  and  successful   career. 

Hr   !.  ;  I    .i       m  uf   worthy  sons  and  daughters  to  per- 

prtii.iir  !  i-  i!i^  Mhny  and  continue  the  influence  of  his 
character,  and  Mrs!  McCauley  is  now  one  of  the  highly 
esteemed  residents  of  Wichita  Falls. 

The  late  Capt.  John  H.  McCauley  was  born  in  North 
Carolina  in  March,  1837,  and  was  therefore  more  than 
three-score  and  ten  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  When  he  was  a  child  the  family  moved  to  Texas, 
locating  at  Henderson,  in  Busk  county,  where  his  parents 
were  among  the  very  early  settlers,  his  father  being  a 
well-to-do  farmer.  Captain  McCauley  grew  up  in  that 
locality,  had  only  an  ordinary  education  such  as  was 
afforded  to  Texas  boys  of  that  time,  and  had  reached 
manhood  and  was  already  a  worker  and  self-supporting 
citi7en  when  the  war  between  the  states  broke  out.  He 
made  a  record  of  efficient  service  in  the  Confederate 
army  and  won  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  Tenth  Texas 
Cavalrv,  a  ijiHnoiiiii.^d  r:nalry  regiment.  After  the  war 
he  applied  Inm-.ir  tu  (lillncnt  lines  of  business  and  for 
many  yeais  \\:i-  i.-iirdr,!  as  an  expert  mineralogist. 
However,  the  IimiiIki  Im'^iiicss  was  his  principal  voca- 
tion for  many  j-ears,  and  it  was  in  that  line  that  he  won 
his  greatest  success.  Captain  McCauley  located  at 
Wichita  Falls  during  the  early  '80s,  when  that  now 
flourishing  city  was  a  mere  village.  There  he  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  with  his  brother-indaw,  Captain 
McDonald,  who  is  now  United  States  Marshal  and  a  resi- 
dent of  Dallas. 

Captain  McCauley  married  M.  T.  McDonald,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  B.  ]?.  and  Eunice  (Durham)  McDonald. 
Their  marriage  was  celebrated  at  Henderson,  in  Bush 
county,  on  December  S,  1S70.  Mr?.  McCauley  is  of  an 
old  and  prominent  T.xas  f,iMiil\.  and  on  both  sides  is 
descended  from  di^t in  jn^ln  r|  Snnthern  lineage.  Her 
father  was  a  captain    m   ili.    i  m,  ic^lerate  army  and  was 

l<illed  in  the  battle  at   nili.   Mi-sissippi.     He  was  born 

in    Winston    inuiiU.     \l     -'      ,  wliore    the    McDonalds 

were  prominent,  and  \li  M  '  '  Jiv's  mother  was  a  na- 
tive of  Keijiii  ennriv,  \l  ,  "'' ■  and  died  November 
10,  ISS.'J,  at  Wichita  I'all-  I'm  My.  and  Mrs.  McCauley 
were  bnr'n  the  follouing  children:    Willie,  born  February 


9,  1873,  and  died  in  1911;  Eula  May,  born  August  4, 
1874,  and  is  the  wife  of  A.  E.  Duke,  of  Wichita  Falls; 
John  Henry,  born  September  9,  1878,  and  died  in  April, 
1912;  Dot,  born  December  13,  1881,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  <  nllii a,  a  well-known  clothing  merchant  of  Wichita 

Falls;    I I„,iii    July   30,    1887,    m   the   drug   business 

at  Mmeial  Wells,  was  married  September  30,  1913,  to 
Miss  Idell  I'.iannui,,  ,,f  Sweetwater,  Texas.  Mrs.  Mc- 
Cauley resiili's  in  the  lieaiititul  home  in  the  best  resi- 
dential seetn.ii  nt  WirlMta  I'alls,  at  904  Bluff  street, 
and  her  suriouiidiiiys  are  these  of  a  generous  prosperity, 
supplied  by  the  successful  business  endeavor  of  her  late 
husband.  She  is  also  the  owner  of  considerable  town 
property.  The  late  Captain  McCauley  was  affiliated 
with  the  Masonic  Order  and,  while  always  ready  to 
serve  his  community,  and  a  man  of  influence  among  his 
fellows,  he  never  sought  notoriety,  filled  no  public  office 
and  was  entirely  content  with  the  substantial  achievement 
of  the  business  man,  the  home-maker  and  the  public 
spirited  citizen. 

Ben  Campbell.  The  present  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Houston  is  a  lawyer,  not  a  politician,  and  for  thirty 
J-ears  has  been  identified  with  his  profession  in  man.y 
distinctive  and  successful  capacities.  He  is  senior 
memlier  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Campbell,  Soufield, 
Sewall  &  Mvcr,  who.'-e  offices  are  in  the  First  National 
Dank    l-'.niMiii--  at  Houston. 

Hen  rani|iliell  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1858  and  is  a 
desrendaiit  of  the  Scotch  Campbells.  His  parents  were 
Dr.  Farquhar  and  Gabriela  (Singleton)  Campbell.  The 
Campbells  were  first  settled  in  North  Carolina,  whence 
they  removed  to  Alabama,  and  in  1859  the  parents  came 
to  Texas,  settling  at  old  Waverly,  in  Walker  county, 
where  the  father  continued  practicing  his  profession  of 
medicine  until  his  death. 

Ben  Campbell  attained  a  country  school  education  at 
the  beginning  and  spent  his  early  days  at  home  on  the 
farm,  following  the  occupation  of  country  life  until  he 
was  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  then  began  reading 
law  in  the  office  of  Aliererondiie  &  Eandolph  at  Hunts- 
ville,  Texas.  In  1^^-  le  n^  a  imiited  to  the  bar.  From 
that  time  until  I-'  1'  :  ii^ia-e.l  in  the  practice 
of  law  at  Hunts\  IL  ,      ■  .  .  nene.l  a  large  clientage. 

His  first  public  (li^tinrtiMM   .a in    1SS4,  when  he  was 

elected  county  attorney  of  Walker  county,  serving  one 
term  of  two  years.  In  1886  he  was  elected  district  at- 
torney of  the  old  Twelfth  Judicial  District,  which  com- 
prised the  counties  of  Walker,  Grimes,  Madison,  Leon 
and  Tiiiiity.  The  duties  of  this  office  held  him  for  two 
terms  troni  fssil  to  1890.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  dis- 
trirt  atloirieyslii|i  he  entered  a  partnership  with  Thomas 
11.  Ball  under  the  firm  name  of  Campbell  &  Ball,  and 
that  firm  remained  among  the  list  of  lawyers  at  Hunts- 
vide  until  1893. 

On  moving  to  Houston  in  1893,  Mr.  Campbell  became 
associated  with  Joseph  C.  Hut<-heson  and  W.  G.  Sears, 
thus  composing  the  firm  of  Hutcheson,  Campbell  &  Sears. 
Subsequently  Mr.  Sears  retired,  and  Sterling  Myer  took 
his  place.  Several  years  later  Mr.  Myer  also  with- 
drew, and  at  that  time  Joseph  C.  Hutcheson,  Jr.,  en- 
tered the  firm,  which  was  known  as  Hutcheson,  Camp- 
bell &  Hutcheson.  This  title  remained  unbroken  until 
January  1,  1909,  at  which  time  Mr.  Campbell  withdrew 
and  formed  a  new  alliance  with  Cleveland,  Sewall  & 
Sewell  Myer  under  the  firm  name  of  Campbell,  Sewall 
&  M.yer.  In  1913  some  changes  were  made  in  this  firm, 
when  Leon  Soufield  was  taken  in  as  partner.  This  was 
after  Mr.  Campbell  had  received  the  nomination  for 
mayor,  and  at  which  time  the  title  was  changed  to  Camp- 
bell, Soufield,  Sewall  &  Myer. 

As  a  hnvver  and  as  a  man,  Mr.  Campbell  has  always 
lien  Miie  ol  tlie  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Houston. 
A  le'.i.'^.  ntalivc  body  of  the  local  citizenship  chose 
liini  as  tlie  most  appropriate  man  for  the  office  of  mayor, 
and  wluMi  liis  name  was  presented  to  the  general  voters 
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at  the  primary  election  in  March,  1913,  he  received  the 
nomination  for  mayor  by  a  large  majority  of  votes.  In 
April,  1913,  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Houston  and  took 
office  April  21,  1913. 

Mr.  Campbell  is  affiliated  with  Forest  Lodge  No.  19, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Huntsville;  Huntsville  Chapter, 
E.  A.  M. ;  Trinity  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  and 
El  Minar  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Galveston. 
He  has  no  connection  with  the  social  clubs,  and  outside 
of  his  profession  and  the  performance  of  his  duties  as 
a  public  official  he  devotes  his  time  and  leisure  to  his 
home.  Mr.  Campbell  was  married  at  Huntsville  in  1882 
to  Miss  Ella  Smither,  daughter  of  W.  B.  Bowles  Smither, 
her  father  having  been  prominent  in  the  political  affairs 
of  that  county.  Grandfather  Robert  Smither  was  one 
of  the  wealthiest  and  most  influential  men  in  Walker 
county  during  his  generation.  Mr.  Campbell  and  wife 
are  the  parents  of  six  children,  named  Ben  S.,  Farquhar, 
Ella  Smither,  Robert  Bowles,  Wilbourn,  and  Sue  Alice. 
The  family  reside  at  1012  Crawford  street,  in  Houston. 

Jesse  M.  Hill,  M.  D.  In  the  ranks  of  the  medical 
profession  of  west  Texas  are  to  be  found  some  of  the 
most  skilled  and  learned  men  of  the  calling  in  the  state 
— men  who  have  devoted  tliemselves,  their  time,  energy, 
and  lives  to  the  preservation  of  public  health  and  the  al- 
leviation of  the  ills  of  mankind.  The  physician  of  today 
faces  entirely  different  conditions  from  those  which  eon- 
fronted  the  niedii-al  prac-titioner  of  several  decades  ago, 
liiitli  ;i>  f(i  tr.'iiiiiiiL!  .-iiid  | nMrtico,  and  when  the  modern 
diHtiii'  li.-is  fiiiisliiMl  till'  i'\ri-|.i  iiiiially  rigid  course  of  study 
III'  IS  iitri'ii  lirtti  r  liiir.l  for  Ins  profession  than  the  old- 
tiijii-  pliysiiiaii  «.is  alti'i  iiiniiy  years  of  practice.  One 
of  this  modern  class  of  jihysicians  and  in  every  respect 
the  leader  of  his  profession  in  Crowell,  is  Dr.  Jesse  M. 
Hill,  whose  home  and  professional  activities  have  been 
at  Crowell  since  1902,  and  whose  skill  has  won  him  the 
best  practice  in  his  community. 

Dr.  Hill  was  born  in  Calhoun,  Georgia,  April  13,  1877, 
and  was  the  only  child  of  Horace  and  Nancy  Adelia 
(Fite)  Hill,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Georgia. 
About  188.5  the  family  moved  to  Texas,  where  the  father 
was  a  farmer,  but  died  soon  afterwards,  and  is  buried 
in  Dallas  county.  He  was  a  devout  Christian  and  a 
worker  in  the  Baptist  church.  The  mother,  who  still 
lives  in  Crowell,  is  also  active  in  the  work  of  the  Baptist 
denomination.  After  the  death  of  her  first  husband  she 
married  Mr.  George  Crowell,  founder  of  the  town  of 
Crowell,  who  died  in  1910.  In  the  Crowell  family  are 
four  sons  and  one  daughter  as  follows:  Marion  Fite, 
Grover,  Robert  Clifton,  Benjamin  and  Mabel.  Mr.  Crow- 
ell was  born  in  Georgia,  and  was  a  pioneer  of  west  Texas, 
following  stock  farming  in  Ford  county,  and  becoming 
the  founder  of  the  town  which  bears  his  name. 

Dr.  Hill  was  seven  or  eight  years  of  age  when  his  par- 
ents moved  to  Texas,  and  the  education  in  the  public 
schools  begun  in  Georgia  was  continued  in  Texas,  until 
he  was  ready  to  take  up  the  practical  affairs  of  life  on 
his  own  account.  He  entered  the  University  at  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  in  1900;  attended  the  University  of 
Tennessee  one  year,  and  then  graduated  from  the  At- 
lanta College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  in  1902,  where  he  was  a  student  for  one  year. 
Establishing  himself  in  practice  in  Cole  at  the  same 
year,  he  rapidly  gained  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
for  several  years  has  had  his  choice  of  the  practice  in 


cality. 


In  Crowell  in  1904  Dr.  Hill  married  Edna  Mae  Thacker, 
a  daughter  of  M.  F.  Thacker  of  Foard  county.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  daughters,  Frances  A(ielia  and 
Helen.  The  diictor's  religious  preference  is  for  the  Bap- 
tist faith,  while  his  wife  is  a  Methodist.  Fraternally  he 
is  affiliated  with  the  Blue  Lodge  of  Masonry,  also  the 
Knights  Templar  and  Commandery,  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World,  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 


He  belongs  to  the  Foard  County  Medical  Society,  of  which 
he  has  served  as  secretary,  and  also  the  State  Medical 
Society.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  a  voter  only. 
During  his  professional  career  he  has  sen-ed  both  as  city 
and  county  health  officer.  Like  many  progressive  and 
ambitious  physicians,  he  has  interrupted  his  practice  at 
different  times  in  order  to  take  post-graduate  courses  in 
New  York  City  and  Chicago.  The  doctor  is  fond  of  hunt- 
ing, enjoys  outdoor  life  in  aU  its  phases,  and  is  a  pro- 
found student  both  in  his  profession  and  in  general  lit- 
erature. 

J.  Frank  Coles.  Prominent  among  the  real  estate 
firms  in  El  Paso  is  that  of  A.  P.  Coles  &  Brothers,  deal- 
ers in  real  estate,  of  which  J.  Frank  (Ulrs  uf  this  review- 
is  one  of  the  members.  It  is  mily  m  irnit  years  that 
Mr.  Coles  formed  this  busimss  ass,, natmn '  with  his 
brothers,  but  since  that  time  tlie  tiiiii  has  made  splendid 
|iiiil:ii'ss  with  its  wiiik  in  this  community,  and  is  properly 
laiilii'il  aniiiii:;  tlir  iiinn'  iiiiportant  establishments  of  its 
iMHrl  111  til.'  rMiiiity.  Jt  ^^as  in  1892  that  Mr.  Coles  first 
lamc  to  Texas,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  chiefly 
identified  with  the  fortunes  of  El  Paso.  He  has  been 
connected  with  numerous  lines  of  enterprise  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  He  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Tennes- 
see, August  12,  ISiO,  and  is  a  son  of  J.  F.  Coles,  Sr.,  of 
Lebanon,  Tenn. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Coles  was  attained  in  the 
public  schools  of  Lebanon,  and  he  later  took  up  a  pre- 
paratory course  at  the  uiii\cTsity  in  tliat  city.  When  he 
left  school  he  for  a  tiuir  almlihril  liimsril  witli  farming 
activities,  and  so  continui'.l  until  lir  li-li  his  home  in 
1892  and  came  to  El  Pas,,.  In  is'.ii;  .Mr.  (  ,,lcs  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  two  brothers,  A.  P.  and  O.  C. 
Coles,  and  the  present  business  which  the.y  are  con- 
ducting in  El  Paso  is  the  result  of  that  combination. 
They  have  come  to  be  recognized  among  the  most  promi- 
nent business  men  in  their  line  of  enterprise  and  have 
given  every  proof  of  exceptional  business  ability.  They 
are  successful  and  prosperous  and  exercise  good  business 
judgment  in  all  their  business  dealings.  Mr.  Cnh's  him- 
self is  especially  known  as  a  leader  in  inilil;,  inni  |,iise 
in  the  city.  Not  only  is  he  always  fiuiinl  ,,ii  tli,,  liyht 
side  on  subjects  pertaining  t,i  the  jiruyiis-  ainl  ,lc\ehiii- 
ment,  but  he  is  i  - 
a  follower.  II,' 
one  of  the  nm- 

The  firm  of  A. 
inent  place  in  tlii' 
terprises  of  El  Pa; 
ers  are  particular 
work   of  this   i-Iiaia 
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and  vicinity  and  as  such  the  broth- 
deserving  of  some  mention  in  a 
er.     Their  work  in  the  business  an- 

one  of  the  cleanest  and  most  pro- 
iiid   each    member    of    the    firm    has 

to  the  development  and  progress  of 


gressivf  ,  ha 
added  li;>  in 
the  couinuim 

Mr.  Coles  is  a  Democrat  and  takes  considerable  interest 
in  affairs  of  that  nature  in  and  about  the  county. 


at  one  tu 
citv  a  nil 
He"  is   a    I 

one  of  till 


served 


to   the 

i  :-■  la:  'liii    Ml    :  Iiat  capaeit.y. 

'      '   :  '  I  'I'  and  was 

J   1912.     He 

i,\   I  liil,,  and  -I'lved  as  vice 

c, liter   (.'lull.     Fraternally 

Benevolent    and    Protective 

ling  an  office  in  that  order. 

ids  in  huntintr  nn,l    ti-liing. 


president   ami   din'iiin 

he    has    membeiship 

Order  of  Elks,  ami   is 

His  principal  recreati, 

and  despite  the  heavy  demands  upoi 

business  interests  makes,  he  finds  occasi,,:      •  ,:-  to 

indulge  himself  in  the  pleasure  of  huuTaj  -      :-. 

Mr.  Coles  is  one  of  the  most  entliiisia-  i;-  to 

the  faith  in  Texas  and  he  believes  it  i,,  :  ,,iiiiiiig 
state  of  the  nation.  He  holds  himself  i,;  a'  dl  times 
to  answer  any  inquiries  that  may  be  |,i,-,iit,d  t,i  him 
with  regard  to  opportunities  which  the  state  presents. 

In   October,   1907,   Mr.  Coles   was  united  in   marriage 
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with  Miss  Adele  Fewel,  who  is  a  daughter  of  Major  and 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Fewel  of  El  Paso.  To  them  have  been  born 
two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  William  Fewel  Coles 
and  Katherine  Hunt  Coles.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  church  and  aetire  in  the  work  of  the  va- 
rious departments  of  that  body. 

Orphus  York,  M.  D.  In  the  career  of  Dr.  Orphus 
York,  of  Panhandle,  Texas,  is  presented  an  excellent  ex- 
ample of  the  success  which  may  be  attained  through  the 
exercise  of  determination  and  ambitious  effort.  Leaving 
home  in  his  youth  with  no  financial  support,  he  so  well 
directed  his  energies  and  took  advantage  of  his  op- 
portunities that  he  was  able  not  only  to  prepare  himself 
for  a  career  of  useful  endeavor  in  one  of  the  higher  call- 
ings, but  to  contribute  materially  to  the  support  of  his 
parents.  The  struggles  and  self-sacrifices  attending  such 
a  course  of  action  are  obvious,  but  they  have  resulted 
in  the  gaininig  of  a  position  among  the  substantial  men 
of  his  calling  as  well  as  in  bringing  that  sense  of  ap- 
preciation which  may  only  be  realized  by  those  who  have 
won  their  own  way,  unassisted,  to  success.  Dr.  York  was 
born  March  15,  1875,  at  Harrison,  Boone  county  Ar- 
kansas and  is  a  son  of  J.  A.  and  Samantha  Caroline 
(VVatkins)  York. 

J.  A.  York  was  born  in  Polk  county,  Tennessee,  and 
was  there  reared  on  a  farm.  He  was  but  a  lad  of  four- 
teen years  when  the  struggle  between  the  North  and  the 
South  began,  hut  early  succeeded  in  enlisting  in  the  Con 
federate  servi.-i>,  iM-roiniiii:  n  prjvnT,-.  in    "  „    — • 

Regiment,  ^\■llln■^~lM•  X'dliiiit.',! -.  l\  - 
under  fire  c-ann'  .-it  -\l;iii:i--:i-.  Jiiiirti, 
four  years  tli;it  lollnwcl  lie  h:;-  :i  |.:ii 
the  most  sanguinary  enga^' n  ^  ■ 
in  the  commands  of  Gen.  si  .  ,.  ii  . 
H.   Morgan  and   Gen.   Albm    -      i    ' 

times,  all  of  these  great  c !i   i 

tie,  but  was  himself  never  v 

ful  soldier  was  invariably  in  I  n 
fight.  He  was  in  the  trencher  :>[  \  :•■'..  ■ 
days  during  the  siege,  and  wa.^  j.u'  .  i 
After  Appomattox  Court  House,  hr  \\ 
the  service,  with  an  excellent  reiun 
faithful  discharge  of  duty.  In  ISdii 
tu   A)':ii  :m.i    look   Up  his  residen 

ll.i'  :         r  county.     There  he  continued  to  carry 

on  ii|M  ;  ,1 1  Ml,-  mil  il  Ids  death  in  1910,  Avhen  he  was  sixty- 
scvni  \r,ii-  (ii  .■ii;e.  He  was  married  in  Arkansas  to 
Samantlia  Caroline  Watkins,  who  was  born  in  Alaculsy, 
Murray  county,  Georgia,  and  was  brought  to  Arkansas 
by  her  parents  in  1859,  locating  in  Boone  county,  where 
she  was  educated,  reared  and  married.  She  is  still  living 
at  Harrison,  being  now  sixty-three  years  of  age.  She 
has  been  the  mother  of  eight  children:  Ottis,  who  is  a 
practicing  physician  of  Harrison,  Arkansas;  Orphus,  of 
this  review;  Dr.  Onus,  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  Calgary,  Canada ;  Mrs.  Ora  Sands  and 
Mrs.  Ova  Garvin,  both  residents  of  Harrison,  Arkansas; 
and  three  children  who  are  deceased. 

The  early  education  of  Oipli-  ")'■■•'  :i  -  .  m  ,1  in  the 
public  schools  of  Boone  coiiiin  ,    \i  ,i     ini^the 

summer  months  he  devoted  li    i  -  lather 

on  the  home  farm.     He  eai]\   ^1.       ,   i  :  i,:  :  |;  upon  a 

career  of  his  own,  although  when  lie  left  the  parental 
roof  his  cash  capital  consisted  of  twenty-five  cents.  He 
was  possessed  of  sturdier  resources,  however,  to  fall  back 
upon  than  those  represented  by  mere  nimiptary  advan- 
tages, and,  making  the  most  of  liis  i.pi.n' tnni'ties,  was 
able  to  attend  the  State  University  oi  \il>;iiisns.  from 
the  literary  department  of  which  iir  \\a<  -i^i.liiated  in 
1S97.  Several  years  of  unremittiny  >tnit;i;ie^  followed, 
but  he  was  eventually  able  to  enter  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons,  and  in  1904  graduated  at  the  head 
of  a  class  of  150  pupils.  During  this  time,  in  addition 
to  paying  for  his  own  tuition,  he  had  sent  $1,100  home 
for   the  support   of  his  parents.     Dr.   York   commenced 
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practice  at  Alco,  Arkansas,  after  his  first  year  in  the 
medical  college,  and  continued  there  during  the  ten  years 
that  followed.  In  1908  he  came  direct  to  Panhandle, 
Texas,  where  he  became  the  first  physician  in  the  growing 
town  and  where  he  has  continued  to  remain  with  con- 
stantly increasing  success.  His  practice  extends  far  into 
the  surrounding  country  and  few  physicians  can  boast  of 
a  more  rejiresentative  clientele.  He  "has  served  as  county 
physician  of  Carson  and  as  local  surgeon  for  the  Santa 
Fe  Eailroad.  A  close  and  careful  student,  he  keeps  him- 
self fully  conversant  with  the  developments  and  discov- 
eries of  his  profession,  and  has  taken  a  keen  and  active 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  various  organizations,  being 
a  member  of  the  Potter  County,  Southern  and  Texas 
State  Medical  Societies  and  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. His  fraternal  connections  are  wide  and  varied, 
and  include  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Tribe  of  Ben  Hur, 
the  Pretorians,  the  American  Yeomen,  the  Eoyal  Neigh- 
bors and  the  Columbians.  With  his  family,  he  attends 
the  Presbyterian  church. 

On  August  31,  1902,  Doctor  York  was  married  at  Alco, 
Arkansas,  to  Miss  Bertha  Richardson,  daughter  of  F.  M. 
and  Cynthia  Richardson,  the  former  of  whom  is  still  liv- 
ing at  Alco  in  the  same  house  in  which  he  was  born  sixty- 
six  years  ago.  The  mother  is  deceased.  Doctor  and  Mrs. 
York  have  had  four  children,  namely:  Thelma  Lucille, 
born  in  May,  1905,  at  Alco,  Arkansas,  now  attending  the 
Third  Grade  of  the  Panhandle  public  schools;  Joseph 
Farrell,  born  in  February,  1907,  at  Alco,  who,  although  * 
but  six  years  of  age,  is  also  a  student  in  the  Third  Grade; 
Mildred  Ophelia,  born  April  15,  1909,  at  Panhandle;  and 
Justin  Orphus,  born  July  28,  1911,  at  Panhandle.  Doctor 
York  is  a  great  lover  of  home,  and  is  the  owner  of  a 
handsome  modern  residence  in  his  adopted  place. 


Hon.  Y'ancbtt  W.  Holmes.  A  former  member  of  the 
Texas  legislature,  and  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Hale 
county,  Yancey  W.  Holmes  gained  entrance  to  this  learned 
profession  by  dint  of  hard  study  at  night,  and  at  every 
leisure  moment,  and  during  the  past  fifteen  years  has 
enjoyed  a  place  among  the  best  in  his  profession. 

Yancey  W.  Holmes  was  born  at  Leesville,  Texas,  No- 
vember 22,   1872,  the  sevrniii    nj    tlio  eleven  children 

born  to  William  Francis  M:  I.tilda  Y.  (Brown) 

Holmes.    A  native  of  Tin       -  h  Ikt  came  to  Tex 

when  a  young  man,  settlm-  n  1  p-lmi  county,  where  he 
was  a  farmer  and  contiuncd  actively  in  his  chosen 
tion  for  many  years.  His  death  occurred  in  Gonzales 
county,  at  the  age  of  seveuty-four,  in  1903.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  serveil  as  a  private  in  General  Walk, 
Texas  Division,  and  went  through  this  service  without 
wound.  The  mother  was  educated  and  married  in  Texas, 
and  her  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  in  1875. 

Mr.  Holmes  as  a  boy  attended  the  country  schools  in 
Gonzales  county,  and  finally  prepared  himself  both  in 
studies  and  in  "financial  means,  to  enter  the  University 
of  Texas  in  the  Academic  course,  graduating  in  1898.  He 
took  his  studies  in  law  in  a  night  class,  and  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  in  the  same  year  he  graduated  from  the 
Academic  department  of  the  University.  He  began  his 
practice  in  Gonzales,  where  he  remained  nine  years,  and 
then  practiced  for  two  and  a  half  years  at  Amarillo.  His 
next  location  was  at  Hale  Center,  where  he  remained  a 
year  and  a  half,  and  since  1911  has  had  his  office  and 
practice  at  Plainview.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Hale 
.county  Bar  Association.  Mr.  Holmes  represented  his 
county  in  the  twenty-ninth  legislature,  and  has  been  very 
active  in  Democratic  politics,  being  now  Democratic 
chairman  of  Hale  county.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated 
with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  his  church  is  the 
Presbyterian. 

In  December,  1907,  at  Carrizozo,  New  Mexico,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Hattie  E.  Chenault,  a  daughter  of  S.  Chenault, 
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her  parents  both  being  deceased.     The  two  children  of 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


1911 


Mr.  and  Mis.  Holmes  are:  William  Harold  Holmes,  born 
at  Amarillo  in  1909,  and  Janet  Ellen  Holmes,  born  at 
Plainview  in  1912.  Mr.  Holmes  owns  bis  residence  and 
other  property  and  is  a  very  prosperous  man. 

Robert  W.  Baisd.     Losing  his  father  when  a  child  of 
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sheriff  of  Deal  Smill: 
the  career  of  Robert  W.  Baird,  one  of  the  best  known 
men  in  Western  Texas.  It  is  not  within  the  province  of 
this  review  to  give  in  detail  the  numerous  interesting  ex- 
periences of  Mr.  Baird 's  long  and  varied  career,  but  to 
briefly  sketch  the  steps  by  which  he  has  risen  from  poor 
and  obscure  boyhood  to  a  place  oi  prominence  and  influ- 
ence in  a  section  where  strong  men  are  not  lacking. 

Robert  W.  uaird  is  a  Texan  by  nativity  and  training. 
Born  in  Grayson  county,  October  12.  lS6o,  he  is  a  son  of 
.Joseph  A.  and  Mathilda  J.    (Reeves)   Baird,  the  fifth  in 
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order  of  birth  of  their  seveii  .-hildr 
tive  of  Tennessee,  Ciim,    t  -    1.    ^-   .< 
the  outbreak  of  the  --i 
South  enlisted  in  a  'I'      -       _        ■ 
of  Capt.  Randolph,  :iii 
four  years  of  the  war. 
hastened  his  death,  which  oceu 
forty-nine  years  of  age.     Joso 
thilda  J.  Reeves,  a  native  of  . 
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curred  in  1904,  while  on  a  vi' 
and  was  buried  in  Grayson  ci 
nated  by  Col.   W.   S.  Reeves, 
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Robert  W.  Baird  was  but  six  years  of  age  when  his 
father  died,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  early  education 
was  secured  in  the  school  of  hard  work,  although  he  sub- 
sequently attended  the  public  schools  of  Grayson  county, 
Prof.  Carlyle  's  private  school  and  the  high  school  at 
Whitesboro,  thus  acquiring  a  liberal  training.  For  some 
time  he  was  engaged  in  working  on  ranches  in  various 
sections,  and  in  1886  entered  the  employ  of  .Jot  Gunter, 
owner  of  the  T  Anchor  ranch,  and  while  thus  engaged 
drove  cattle  across  the  plains  to  Kansas,  the  nearest 
shipping  point.  At  that  time  there  was  not  .a  settler  in 
Randall  county;  no  house  had  been  erected  between  Can- 
yon and  New" Mexico,  mid  tlio  first  sotthv  lietween  this 
point  and  New  Mexico  was  .1.  ( '.  ('(.\.  Ambitious  and 
enterprising,  Mr,  Bair.l  niM'sto.l  liis  o:ii  iiiii;;s  in  cattle, 
and  was  soon  able  to  oinliarli  iiihui  opi'iations  of  his 
own.  That  these  ventures  in  cattle  raising  and  ranching 
have  proved  successful  may  be  seen  from  the  fact  that 
today  he  is  the  owner  of  1680  acres  of  pasture  land,  and 
also  leases  over  3000  acres,  located  eight  miles  southeast 
of  Hereford,  in  Castro  county,  on  which  great  herds  of 
cattle  are  annually  prepared  for  the  market.  A  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views,  in  1910  Mr.  Baird  was  the 
successful  candidate  for  the  office  of  sheriff  in  Deaf 
Smith  county,  and  his  success  in  suppressing  lawlessness 
in  this  section  during  his  first  term  resulted  in  his  re- 
election in  November,  1912.  Both  officially  and  unof- 
ficially, he  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  Western  Texas, 
where  he  is  respected  by  the  law-abiding  element  and 
greatly  feared  by  the  lawless.  He  has  been  fearless  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  though  always  just,  and  Jjeaf 
Smith  county  has  had  no  oflicial  who  has  given  the  citi- 
7ens  of  the  county  more  reason  for  self-congratulation. 
Fraternally,  he  is"  connected  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  in  both  of  which  orders  he 
has  passed  through  all  the  chairs. 

In  January,  1889,  Mr.  Baird  was  married  in  Grayson 
county,  Texas,  to  Miss  Dovie  J.  Bynum,  a  native  of 
Texas,  and  a  daughter  of  W.  W.  Bviium,  an  old  pioneer 
from  Arkansas,  and  a  Confederate'  veteran  who  fought 


throughout  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  Bynum  died  in  1910,  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baird,  and  was  buried  at  Here- 
ford. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baird  have  had  two  sons:  Fred  W., 
born  in  1891,  in  Grayson  county,  a  graduate  of  Hereford 
High  school  and  now  attending  a  business  college  at  Fort 
Worth;  and  Horace  C,  born  in  Grayson  county  in  1892, 
who  has  charge  of  the  operations  on  his  father 's  ranch. 

James  I.  Hewitt.  Holding  well  earned  precedence  as 
one  of  the  leading  contractors  and  builders  of  Western 
Texas,  Mr.  Hewitt  is  numbered  among  the  honored  and 
valued  business  men  of  the  city  of  El  Paso,  judicial 
center  of  the  county  of  the  same  name,  and  has  con- 
tributed in  large  measure  to  the  development  and  up- 
building of  this  fine  city  on  the  border  of  the  Republic 
of  Mexico.  He  has  been  the  artificer  of  his  own  for- 
tunes, even  as  he  has  of  innumerable  buildings  of  the 
most  attractive  and  substantial  order,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  sterling  citizens  given  to  the  Lone  Star  common- 
wealth by  the  fine  old  Buckeye  state.  He  is  most  liberal 
aud  public-spirited  in  his  civic  attitude  and  is  at  the 
present  time  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  of  his 
home  city,  where  his  circle  of  friends  is  coincident  with 
that  of  hi.s,  acquaintances. 

Mr.  Hewitt  was  born  at  Camden,  Preble  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  15th  of  October.  1849,  aud  is  a  son  of  Thomas 
B.  and  Eusebia  Ann  (Huddleston)  Hewitt,  the  former 
a  native  of  Ohio  and  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
sterling  pioneer  families  of  that  state,  and  the  latter  a 
native  of  Virginia,  in  which  historic  old  commonwealth 
tlic  llii.Mlostoii  family  was  founded  in  the  colonial  era. 
'lliMMia-  l;n.\iM  Hewitt  was  reared  and  educated  in 
oliio  and  was  loug  and  successfully  engaged  in  busi- 
ness-; as  a  contractor  and  builder  at  Camden,  an  at- 
tractive little  village  of  Preble  county,  where  he  died 
when  about  seventy-two  years  of  age.  He  was  twice 
married.  His  first  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  died 
in  1869  and  his  second  wife  is  still  living.  The  lineage 
of  the  Hewitt  family  is  traced  back  to  stanch  Irish 
origin,  and  that  of  the  Huddlestons  to  English  stock 
of  tlu'  staiiihcst  order.  He  whose  name  initiates  this 
re\  ii-w    is   the  rldest  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  and 

ouiv  OI tlioi   of  the  number  is  now  living — Alice,  who 

is  tlK'  wifo  of  William  Overholz,  of  Oxford,  Ohio. 

James  Irviu  Hewitt  made  the  most  of  the  educational 
advantag.es  afforded  to  him  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  state,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  became 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  contracting  and  build- 
ing business,  in  connection  with  which  he  was  employed 
during  the  summer  months  and  during  the  intervening 
winter  terms  became  a  skilled  artisan  at  the  trade  of 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years 
he  severed  the  gracious  home  ties  and  set  forth  in  the 
world  as  a  full-fledged  journeyman  at  his  trade.  After 
considerable  travel  through  the  Middle  West,  he  set- 
tled in  the  village  of  Morning  Sun,  Ijouisa  county,  Iowa, 
and  there,  on  the  22d  of  January,  1873,  was  solemnized 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Katherine  V.  Huifman,  who  was 
born  in  Ohio  and  who  had  accompanied  her  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Iowa.  After  his  marriage  the  am- 
bitious young  artisan  continued  his  earnest  endeavors 
as  a  contractor  and  builder  in  that  section  of  the  Hawk- 
eye  state  until  September,  1883,  when  he  decided  to 
make  a  change  of  location,  as  the  section  of  Iowa  in 
which  he  was  living  failed  to  make  the  substantial 
progress  which  he  had  anticipated.  Under  these  condi- 
tions he  returned  to  Ohio  and  established  his  home  at 
Oxford,  Butler  county,  where  he  continued  operations 
along  the  line  of  his  chosen  vocation  for  the  ensuing 
fifteen  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which,  in  May,  1898, 
he  decided  to  leave  the  town  in  which  he  hail  built  up 
a  sun  ev^ful  liiisiness  and  estalilished  a  high  reputation, 
as  lie  lia^l  ore.  le<l  some  of  the  finest  buildings  in  Oxford 
ami  it-^  \  1.111113  ^''ifl  ""as  known  as  a  man  of  inflexible 
integnly  au.l  as  one  ever  faithful  to  the  terms  of  every 
contract  into  which  he  entered.     He  accordingly  disposed 
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of  his  property  and  business  at  Oxford  and  came  to 
Texas  in  1898,  May  2.  After  due  investigation  and 
consideration  he  established  a  home  in  El  Paso,  where 
his  family  joiiip.l  him  shortly  afterwards,  and  here  he 
tunu'.l  li!^  iiti.iit  inn,  with  characteristic  vigor  and  ability, 
to  i;.iHi:il  rniii  1  iirting  and  building,  in  which  his  pro- 
noun.cil  sii.  ri'>s  sdi.ii  justified  his  choice  of  location,  with 
the  result  tliat  ho  has  never  regretted  the  action  which 
made  him  a  permanent  resident  of  the  Lone  Star  state. 
He  has  been  a  prominent  and  resourceful  factor  in  the 
development  and  upbuilding  of  his  home  city,  where  many 
fine  and  essentially  modern  liillin^-  ^i.mhI  as  enduring 
monuments  to  his  technical  ^1  I  ;  i  h  -  ->  inpulous  care 
in  all  details  of  work  in  wln^  li  ■  :•    : M,-,ii,m  has  been 

gained.  Among  the  many  tim  lii  ilhnys  oiected  by  him 
in  El  Paso  is  Protestant  Episcopal  church  and  the 
manse,  or  parsonage,  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He 
also  erected  the  Henry  Pfaff  residence,  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  city,  and  also  that  of  Sen.  William  W.  Turner. 
He  is  also  the  contractor  upon  whom  devolved  the  erec- 
tion of  the  Masonic  Temple  in  El  Paso,  this  being  a 
modern,  fireproof  building  of  seven  stories.  His  work 
in  connection  with  every  contract  assumed  has  been  of 
the  most  creditable  order  and  the  result  has.  been  that 
he  has  become  one  of  the  leading  contractors  and  build- 
ers of  this  part  of  the  state,  with  an  unassailable  repu- 
tation for  ability  and  for  uprightness  and  fairness  in 
all  dealings. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hewitt  may  be  designated  as  some- 
what conservative  and  independent,  with  affiliation  with 
the  Dcnuirrai  ic  party.  In  the  spring  of  1907  he  was 
accipiilcil  a  ili'liniti'  evidence  of  popular  confidence  and 
estecMi  in  his  I'lr.  tiiin  as  representative  of  the  El  Paso 
board  of  ahiii  iinii.  and  he  has  fjiveu  service  of  the  most 
loyal  and  cIlV  tivr  (ir.hr,  as  it  is  unifiirnily  conceded 
that  during  fhi'  niiiniiipal  adininisl  latinn  in  which  he 
has  been  a  vaiiic(|  fai-tcr  !•;!  I'aso  lias  had  its  period  of 
most  substantial  progress  and  most  determinate  ad- 
vancement in  the  line  of  permanent  municipal  improve- 
ments and  the  expansion  of  general  public  utilities. 
Mr.  Hewitt  has  maintained  affiliation  with  the  time- 
honored  Masonic  fraternity  since  1872,  in  Iowa,  and 
is  identified  with  the  various  York  Eite  bodies  in  his 
home  city,  besides  which  he  has  attained  to  the  thirty- 
second  degree  in  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  and 
holds  membership  in  the  adjunct  organization,  the 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  as  well  as  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  and  his 
family  hold  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  and 
he  is  known  as  a  citizen  of  high  civic  ideals  and  of 
most  progressive  ideas.  He  is  the  owner  of  his  attrac- 
tive residence  property  and  also  other  valuable  realty 
in  El  TriM,.  iiihl  li,  i,  kn-.wii  ami  honored  as  one  of  the 
repir-M  i;ii  r,  >  .  ■(!-  Ml  ;]„-  till  i\ing  border  city.  Con- 
ccriiM  :  II:.    .  liillnii  Ml    Ml.  :;ih|  \I  IS.  Hcwitt  brief  TBCord 

Margaret    .\nn    is    th>  ,     ,,:     il.iTl.ni    [i.    \- iiiii.-.lgc.    of 

Philadelphia,  Penus\  I  '•  ::  -  i;  n  ih  I'  .li,,]  ;,t  Oxford, 
Ohio,  at  the  age  nf  i  .n-  ,,,i:>  r,,  ,|  \ir,iiM  is  asso- 
ciated with  his  fath.  I 
business,  under  the  firm 
C.  is  at  home;  Lucia  A. 


I -Minariiii;;    :,,Hi    iniii.ung 

lame  of  Hewitt   &   Son;   Floyd 
the  wife  of  George  C.  Meyser, 
of  El  Paso,  and  James  Arthur  remains  at  the  parental 
home.     One  child  died  in  Iowa  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

Judge  William  B.  Powell.  For  a  period  of  twentv- 
five  years  Judge  Powell  has  been  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  Jasper  county  bar.  Eight  years  of  this 
time  were  spent  in  service  on  the  district  bench,  and 
during  that  service  he  made  a  record  as  a  firm,  upright, 
just  and  fearless  judge.  Both  as  a  lawyer  and  on  the 
bench  he  has  demonstrated  his  ability  as  "a  clear  thinker, 
a  sound  reasoner,  and  also  possesses  a  qualification  so 
essential  to  a  good  .iudge,  the  judicial  temperament. 
Judge  Powell  now  does  a  large  consulting  practice  at 
the  county  seat  of  Jasper  county. 


William  B.  Powell,  who  represents  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  East  Texas,  was  born  in  1855  at  Jasper, 
four  miles  east  of  the  county  seat.  His  parents 
were  Eichard  Ely  and  Mary  Ann  (Gay)  Powell.  His 
father,  a  native  of  Virginia,  came  to  Tennessee,  in 
which  state  he  was  married,  and  then  came  on  to  Texas 
in  1839,  first  locating  in  San  Augustine  county.  He 
removed  with  his  family  to  Jasper  county  in  1841,  es- 
tablishing his  home  four  miles  east  of  Jasper.  Both 
in  San  Augustine  and  Jasper  counties  he  was  a  pioneer 
and  began  his  activities  and  residence  in  this  state  dur- 
ing the  era  of  the  Bepublic.  Jasper  county  had  only  a 
meager  scattering  of  populatiou  at  the  time  of  his  set- 
tlement, and  Eichard  E.  Powell  did  his  full  share  toward 
the  development  of  its  early  resources  and  the  improve- 
ment of  its  citizenship.  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer 
and  died  in  1880. 

Judge  Powell  grew  up  on  a  farm  and  in  the  whole- 
some atmosphere  of  country  life.  His  entrance  into  the 
field  of  the  law  came  only  after  a  number  of  years  of 
hard  preparation  and  much  time  spent  in  earning  his 
own  livelihood  and  in  securing  the  means  for  his  higher 
studies.  After  completing  the  course  of  the  common 
schools,  he  won  a  first  grade  certificate  as  a  teacher,  and 
spent  several  years  in  that  interesting  and  valuable  vo- 
cation. His  studies  in  the  law  were  conducted  in  the 
law  department  of  the  University  of  Texas,  where  he  was 
graduated  LL.  B.  in  the  class  of  1888.  Returning  to  his 
native  county,  he  opened  an  office  at  Jasper,  to  which 
town  he  had  moved  in  1887.  Since  then  his  home  has 
been  continuously  at  the  county  seat,  and  he  has  not 
only  enjoyed  a  large,  generous  practice,  but  has  been 
frequently  honored  by  positions  of  trust  and  responsi- 
bility. He  was  elected  and  served  as  district  attorney 
during  1901-02.  In  1904  he  was  ,t,M  lr,|  jintuc  of  the 
First  Judicial  District,  and  by  re  rlrrtinn  m  I'.iiis  served 
continuously  for  eight  years,  his  term  runiinilnit;  in  1912. 
The  First  Judicial  District  comprises  six  counties — Jas- 
per, Newton,  Orange,  Tyler,  Sabine,  and  San  Augustine. 
On  leaving  the  bench, '  Judge  Powell  resumed  private 
practice  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Powell  &  Lee,  in 
Jasper.  For  several  years  past  Judge  Powell  has  had 
an  affliction  of  the  eye  which  seriously  affects  his  sight, 
and  for  this  reason  his  work  as  a  lawyer  is  largely  of 
an  advisory  and  consulting  nature.  He  owns  a  couple 
of  good  farms  in  Jasper  county,  and  for  many  years  has 
been  practically  interested  in  agriculture.  Judge  Powell 
has  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
South,  and  fraternally  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
Order. 

He  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Miss 
Rosa  Althea  Henderson,  a  native  of  Jasper  county  and 
of  an  old  family  in  this  locality.  She  was  the  mother 
of  six  children,  mentioned  as  follows:  Lloyd  B.,  Mrs. 
Ruby  R.  Stone,  Miss  Bertha  Powell,  Paul  Powell,  Mrs. 
Mary  Roark,  and  Miss  Eosie  Powell.  For  his  second 
wife  Judge  Powell  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Ward,  who 
was  reared  in  Jasper  county,  though  her  people  came 
from  Mississippi.  Of  this  second  marriage  there  are 
four  children— Ward  B.,  Myrtle,  William  Richard,  and 
Marjorie  Powell. 

Frank  Bozeman  King.  Ph.  G.,  M.  D.  Success  in  what 
are  properly  termed  the  learned  professions  is  the  legi- 
timate result  of  merit  and  painstaking  endeavor.  In 
commercial  life  one  may  come  into  possession  of  a  lucra- 
tive Inisiness  through  inheritance  or  gift,  but  professional 
ail\  :i!i' riiiriii  is  oiiincil  iHilv  liv  .Tiliral  studv  and  con- 
sr-  ',  ,  :,n  liloiiM-  roiitiiiii.'.'l.  I 'n  i|  KT  intellectual  dis- 
,1].  ,  ,|..,.'i^li  |.n>i\'sMiiiial  l>iMn\l.'<li;('  and  the  posses- 
sin,:  :,,mI  liiili/ati if  tlu'  iiiialitirs  ;m.l  attributes  essen- 
tial to  success  made  Dr.  Frank  Bo7eman  King,  of 
Houston,  Texas,  eminent  in  his  chosen  calling  and  for 
many  years  he  has  stood  among  the  scholarly  and  enter- 
prising physicians  and  surgeons  in  a  community  long  dis- 
tinguished' for  the  high  order  of  its  medical  talent.     Dr. 
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King's  name  will  be  held  in  lasting  honor  as  one  of  the 
ablest  surgeons  that  ever  gave  loyal  service  in  behalf  of 
suffering  humanity  in  the  city  of  his  residence,  for  his 
life  has  been  characterized  not  only  by  the  most  adroit 
professional  ability,  but  also  by  the  most  profound  human 
sympathy  which  overleaps  mere  sentiment  to  become  an 
actuating  motive,  for  when  a  youth  he  realized  that  there 
is  no  honor  not  founded  on  genuine  worth,  there  is  a  vital 
purpose  in  life  and  that  the  best  and  highest  accomplish- 
ment must  come  from  a  well  trained  mind  and  altruistic 
heart.  Those  who  know  him  well  are  unstinted  in  their 
praise  of  his  genial  disposition  and  his  superior  ability. 
Older  men  in  the  profession  here  rely  on  his  judgment 
and  younger  ones  frequently  seek  his  counsel,  all  admit- 
ting his  eminence.  The  large  success  which  is  crowning 
his  life  work,  coupled  with  his  ripe  experience  and  kind 
heart,  enables  him  to  bring  comfort,  hope  and  confidence 
to  the  sick  room  and  he  brings  sunshine  into  many  a 
home.  He  is  a  plain,  unassuming  gentleman  and  uni- 
formly courteous. 

Dr.  King  was  born  in  Milam  county,  Texas,  January 
21,  1804.  He  is  a  son  of  Kenneth  A.  and  Bettie  (Letcher) 
King.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  where  he 
spent  his  earlier  years  and  received  such  educational 
training  as  the  times  afforded,  and  from  that  state  he 
removed  to  Texas  in  1858,  locating  in  Milam  county  on  a 
farm  on  which  he  spent  the  rest  of  bis  life,  successfully 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  His  death 
occurred  on  September  6,  1898.  The  Doctor's  mother 
was  born  in  Alabama.  Her  death  occurred  on  May  6, 
1902. 

Dr.  Nathan  Bozeman,  the  famous  surgeon  of  Montgom- 
ery, Alabama,  now  deceased,  was  Dr.  King's  great  uncle. 
He  founded,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims,  the 
Bellevue  Women  's  Hospital  in  New  York  City. 

Dr.  King  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Milam 
county,  and  when  a  boy  he  assisted  his  father  with  the 
general  work  on  the  home  farm  and  early  in  life  deter- 
mined upon  a  medical  career.  With  this  "end  in  view  he 
entered  the  Louisville  School  of  Pharmacy,  at  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
1884.  He  also  prosecuted  his  studies  at  the  Kentucky 
School  of  Medicine  and  the  Louisville  School  of  Medicine, 
and  was  graduated  from  the  same  with  the  class  of  1885, 
having  made  an  excellent  record  in  both  schools. 

Thus  well  equipped  for  his  chosen  life  work  he  re- 
turned to  Milam  county,  Texas,  and  began  practicing  at 
the  town  of  Davilla,  but  after  a  short  time  moved  to 
Eockdale,  then  to  Burnet,  Burnet  county,  where  he  was 
surgeon  to  Gus  Wilke's  camp  of  convicts,  when  they 
quarried  the  granite  of  which  the  state  capitol  at  Austin 
was  built.  Later  Dr.  King  established  himself  at  Lam- 
pasas, Lampasas  county.  In  1888,  while  residing  at  Bur- 
net, he  was  appointed  by  Judge  Blackburn,  of  Burnet, 
president  of  the  Board  of  Medical  Examiners  and  Phar- 
maceutical Examiners  of  the  twenty-seventh  judicial  dis- 
trict, which  position  he  held  from  1888  to  1894  in  a 
manner  that  reflected  much  credit  upon  himself  and  to 
the  eminent  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

In  1895  Dr.  King  moved  to  Houston,  where  he  soon 
took  his  position  in  the  front  rank  of  his  professional 
brethren  and  he  has  continued  in  the  practice  here  to  the 
present  time  with  great  success,  especially  as  a  surgeon, 
until  today  he  enjoys  a  very  large,  rapidly  growing  and 
lucrative  patronage.  While  carrying  on  a  general  prac- 
tice he  has  specialized,  for  some  time,  to  some  extent,  in 
surgery.  He  is  the  physician  and  surgeon  of  St.  Joseph  's 
Infirmary,  located  in  Houston  and  lecturer  at  St.  Joseph 
Training  School  for  Nurses.  Remaining  a  profound 
student  of  all  that  pertains  to  his  vocation  he  has  kept 
well  abreast  of  the  times. 

Dr.  King  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  the  Harris 
County  Medical  Association,  the  South  Texas  Medical  As- 
sociation and  the  Clinical  Congress  of  Surgeons  r^f  North 
America. 
Vol.  rv— 21 


On  December  21,  1887,  Dr.  King  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Elizabeth  Winston,  a  representative  of  a 
well  known  family  of  Quincy,  Illinois.  To  this  union  one 
child  has  been  born,  a  daughter,  Anne  Winston  King,  now 
the  wife  of  Morris  J.  Sullivan,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Morris  J.  Sullivan,  Jr. 

Hon.  Edgar  HuBB.UiD  Carter.  The  present  roll  of 
the  Texas  State  Senate  contains  no  abler  figure  as  a 
public  spirited  legislator  than  Hon.  Edgar  Hubbard 
Carter,  who  comes  from  Shelby  county.  Mr.  Carter  was 
elected  to  the  state  senate  in  1910,  and  by  his  studious 
attention  to  affairs  and  his  thorough  grasp  of  current 
economic  and  political  questions  has  made  himself  an 
important  factor  in  the  work  of  legislation  during  the 
last  two  sessions.  Senator  Carter  prepared  and  intro- 
duced in  1913  one  of  the  most  widely  discussed 
of  the  session,  the  law  making  it  a  penitentiary 
for  any  person  to  make  unlawful  use  of  a  weapon  car- 
ried on  his  person.  This  is  a  stringent  piece  of  legisla- 
tion, but  has  been  thoroughly  approved  by  the  better 
class  of  citizenship,  and  there  is  hardly  any  doubt  that 
its  general  result,  if  properly  enforced,  will  be  broadly 
beneficial.  The  bill  was  passed  by  both  houses  and, 
having  received  the  governor's  signature,  has  become 
a  law. 

Edgar  Hubbard  Carter  is  a  native  Texan,  born  at 
Caledonia,  in  Eusk  county,  in  1875.  His  parents  were 
Hubbard  and  Mandeville  (Garrison)  Carter.  His  father, 
now  deceased,  was  born  in  Alabama,  from  which  state 
he  entered  the  Confederate  army,  aud  served  throughout 
the  war.  Afterwards  he  moved  to  Texas,  locating  on  a 
farm  near  Caledonia,  in  the  southern  part  of  Eusk 
county.  The  mother,  who  is  still  living,  was  born  in 
Georgia  and  is  a  sister  of  Hon.  T.  S.  Garrison,  of  Timp- 
son,  Texas,  a  prominent  banker  and  planter  and  former 
member  of  the  Texas  legislature,  in  which  he  served  as 
chairman  of  the  finance  committee. 

The  family  having  removed  from  Eusk  county  to 
Timpson,  in  Shelby  county,  Edgar  H.  Carter  attended 
the  public  schools  there  and  studied  law  at  Crockett,  in 
Houston  county,  under  Col.  Earl  Adams,  one  of  the 
prominent  lawyers  of  East  Texas.  His  admission  to  the 
bar  came  in  1897,  and  in  September  of  the  same  year 
he  took  up  the  active  practice  of  his  profession,  the 
county  seat  of  Shelby  county,  which  has  since  been  his 
home.  For  six  years  Senator  Carter  served  as  county 
attorney,  from  1900  to  1906.  He  was  elected  state  sen- 
ator in  1910  for  the  regular  term  of  four  years,  and  has 
represented  his  district  ably  and  faithfully.  In  the  ses- 
sion of  1911  he  was  vice  chairman  of  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee No.  1,  and  in  1913  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  cities  and  towns.  He  has  been  a  working  member  of 
various  other  committees.  As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Carter  has 
made  a  very  successful  record,  and  is  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Carter  &  Walker,  engaged  in  both  civil  and 
criminal  practice. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Carter  has  membership  with  the  Ma- 
sonic Order,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World.  He  was  married  in  Center  to  Miss  Ernie 
Crawford,  who  was  born  in  Shelby  county.  They  are 
the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Iris. 

John  W.  Willis.  A  merchant  of  Plainview  who 
has  conducted  his  business  with  an  excellent  combina- 
tion of  conservatism  and  progressiveness,  who  is 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  wants  and  desires  of  local 
patronage,  and  who  takes  pride  in  maintaining  the  best 
stock  and  the  best  store  in  the  drug  business  in  the  town 
or  county,  is  John  W.  Willis,  the  well-knovrn  druggist 
and  citizen  of  Plainview. 

John  W.  Willis  is  a  native  of  Memphis.  Tennessee, 
where  he  was  born  on  Christmas  day.  1873.  His  parents 
were  E.  F.  and  Margaret  (Cox)  Willis,  the  former  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Mississippi.  The 
father  came  to  Texas  from  Tennessee  in  1880,  settling 
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in  Eobertson  county,  where  lie  has  been  a  farmer  and 
stock  raiser  for  many  years,  and  is  still  living  there  at 
the  age  of  seventy-tivo  years.  During  the  Civil  war 
period  he  went  to  the  front  as  a  Confederate  soldier, 
and  as  a  member  of  General  Longstreet  's  division  fought 
in  Virginia  aud  Maryland,  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  Antietam.  and,  after  his  recovery,  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment and  fought  until  the  final  surrender.  The  mother, 
now  sixty-eight  years  of  age,  was  born  in  the  northern 
part  of  Mississippi,  and  her  children  comprise  seven 
sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  the  PlainvJew  merchant 
was  third. 

John  W.  Wdllis  as  a  boy  attended  school  at  Franklin, 
Texas,  and  had  one  year  of  tuition  at  Paris,  Texas.  A 
clerkship  in  a  drug  store  at  Franklin,  which  he  began 
when  a  youth,  proved  to  be  the  route  along  which  his 
career  would  be  directed  during  his  business  life.  He 
remained  in  the  employ  of  one  firm  for  eleven  years,  an 
exceptional  record  for  a  drug  clerk,  and  then  worked  in 
various  places  for  four  years.  He  a.(|uin'.l  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  pharmacy  and  the  CdiiiiinTi  ial  si^le  of  the 
business,  and  when  he  came  to  Plainview,  in  1908,  he 
was  thoroughly  equipped  for  conducting  a  successful 
business.  In  this  town  he  joined  Mr.  WyckofE,  and  they 
established  the  store  which  has  been  conducted  to  the 
present  time.  It  was  under  the  joint  proprietorship  for 
three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  Mr.  Willis  bought 
out  the  other  interests  and  became  sole  proprietor.  In 
the  compounding  of  his  drugs  and  prescriptions  he  em- 
plovi  iiniio  but  expert  pharmacists,  and  accuracy  and 
caiv  aii.l  rrlialillity  he  has  made  the  mottoes  of  his 
e.stal.li^linu'iit.  hi  connection  with  the  drugs  he  carries 
an  uptii  ilati>  line  of  jewelry  and  stationery.  Mr.  Willis 
is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  his  fraternal  affiliations 
are  with  the  Knights  Templar  Masonry  and  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  At  Franklin,  Texas, 
February  12,  1896,  he  married  Miss  Eva  Marris,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  M.  Marris,  of  an  old  family  of  Eobertson 
county.  The  one  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willis  is  Mar- 
guerite, born  in  Franklin,  September  7,  1901.  and  now 
a  student  in  the  Wayland  Baptist  College  at  Plainview. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willis 'reside  in  a  pleasant  home  of  their 
own  in  Plainview  and  he  is  the  owner  of  other  property 
in  the  city. 

William  J.  B.  Adams.  Sixty-five  years  has  come  and 
gone  since  William  J.  B.  Adams  was  brought  to  Jasper 
county  a  child  of  four  years.  He  is  one  of  the  greatly 
esteemed  pioneer  citizens  of  the  county,  and  his  nu- 
merous friends  consider  him  a  part  of  the  county's  in- 
teresting history.  His  early  life  was  spent  among  the 
pioneer  conditions,  and  before  he  reached  manhood  he 
was  a  dashing  cavalryman  in  the  service  of  the  Con- 
federacy, and  later  for  a  long  period  of  years  held  a 
foremost   position   in   local   trade   and   commerce. 

William  J.  B.  Adams  was  born  in  Thomas  county, 
Georgia,  in  1845,  a  son  of  Abel  and  Elizabeth  (Para- 
more)  Adams,  both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of 
Georgia.  In  1848  the  family  accomplished  its  removal 
westward  to  Texas,  locating  in  Jasper  county.  There 
has  been  the  home  of  William  J.  B.  Adams  ever  since, 
and  the  parents  also  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives 
there.  Their  home  was  about  three  miles  south  of  Jasper 
on  a  farm,  and  it  was  in  such  an  environment  that  the 
son  was  reared  to  manhood. 

He  was  about  sixteen  years  old  when  the  war  broke 
out,  and  some  time  later  he  enlisted  for  service  with 
Company  E  of  the  First  Texas  Legion,  in  Eoss '  Brigade, 
Jackson's  Division  of  Cavalry.  Towards  the  close  of 
the  war  he  was  in  Forest's  Cavalry.  His  service  was 
largely  in  Mississippi,  Georgia,  anil  Tennessee,  and  he 
was  in  the  great  Atlanta  campaign,  after  which  his 
brigade  covered  Hoods'  retreat  from  Atlanta  to  Xash- 
ville.     WhDe  he  was  a  soldier  he  participated  in  some  of 


the  most  sanguinary  and  hard-fought  battles  of  the  en- 
tire war. 

A  few  years  passed  away  after  the  war  during  which 
he  was  chietly  interested  in  farming,  and  about  1872  he 
got  a  start  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Jasper,  the 
county  seat.  For  many  years  he  was  one  of  the  town  's 
most  'prominent  and  successful  merchants.  Since  about 
1910  he  has  practically  retired  from  active  affairs,  al- 
though he  still  conducts  a  store  on  the  public  square, 
but  more  for  the  purpose  of  a  restful  occupation  than 
with  the  object  of  making  money.  Besides  other  inter- 
ests and  investments,  he  has  a  nice  farm  south  of  town, 
that  being  a  portion  of  the  homestead  on  which  he  was 
reared,  and  he  is  president  of  the  Citizens'  National 
Bank  of  Jasper. 

Mr.  Adams  married  Miss  Matilda  Scurlock.  Their 
seven  children  are  named  John  B.,  Mrs.  Mary  Hart,  Mrs. 
Alma  Stone,  Will  J.,  Mrs.  Matilda  Jolly,  George  T.,  and 
Miss  Lulu. 

Alfred  D.  Armstrong.  The  Armstrong  Transfer  and 
Storage  Company  is  the  only  establishment  of  its  kind 
in  Amarillo  and  has  been  built  up  by  a  specially  ener- 
getic young  business  man,  who  left  a  position  as  travel- 
ing salesman  about  six  years  ago  and  entered  into  com- 
petition with  others  who  were  then  occupying  the  field 
at  Amarillo,  and  has  since  outdistanced  all  competi- 
tors and  now  commands  the  situation. 

Alfred  D.  Armstrong  is  a  Tennessean  who  came  to 
Texas  and  found  in  this  state,  and  particularly  at 
Amarillo,  the  opportunity  to  satisfy  his  ambition.  He 
was  born  in  Columbia,  Tennessee,  April  9,  1870.  His 
father  was  Elias  J.  Armstrong,  also  a  native  of  Ten- 
nessee, who  died  in  1905  at  Clearwater,  Florida,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-seven.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  a 
Democrat,  and  a  Presbyterian.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
had  given  four  years  of  service  in  the  Confederate  army. 
The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  was  Elizabeth  Walker, 
daughter  of  Thomas  C.  Walker,  and  a  native  of  Ten- 
nessee. She  is  now  living  at  Clearwater,  Florida,  and 
became  the  mother  of  seven  children. 

The  second  in  the  family,  Alfred  D.  Armstrong,  re- 
ceived his  education  at  Columbia,  Tennessee,  in  the 
common  and  high  schools,  graduating  from  the  latter 
in  1891.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  his  father's  farm, 
and,  on  leaving  high  school,  he  took  up  his  career  as 
clerk  in  the  hardware  firm  of  Dobbins  &  Ewing,  at 
Columbia.  Four  years  of  this  experience  fitted  him 
for  his  next  move  in  life,  and  he  then  came  to  Texas, 
first  locating  in  Dallas  in  1895  and  becoming  a  travel- 
ing representative  over  this  section  of  the  Southwest 
for  the  McCormick  Harvester  Company.  He  remained 
on  the  road  until  1907,  and  then  abandoned  traveling 
life  to  locate  in  Amarillo.  On  September  1,  1907,  he 
established  the  Armstrong  Transfer  and  Storage  Com- 
pany, starting  on  a  small  scale,  with  only  a  few  wagons 
and  with  inadequate  storage  facilities.  He  has  in- 
creased his  business  steadily,  and  now  occupies  the  field 
alone.  In  December  of  1912,  due  to  the  increasing 
growth  of  his  enterprise,  he  erected  on  the  corner  of 
First  and  Lincoln  streets  a  large  and  commodious  ware- 
house and  storage  plant  covering  a  space  100  by  140 
feet,  of  two  stories  and  basement,  thoroughly  fireproof 
and  equipped  with  elevators  and  all  other  facilities  for 
this  line  of  business.  At  the  side  of  the  warehouse  is 
located  trackage  connecting  with  all  the  railroad  lines  at 
Amarillo. 

Mr.  Armstrong  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  is  now 
a  member  of  the  city  council.  He  is  affiliated  with  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  United 
Commercial  Travelers,  and  the  Amarillo  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  His  church  is  the  Presbyterian.  At  Fort 
Worth,  on  October  28,  1908,  he  married  Miss  Frances 
King,  a  native  of  Texas,  born  in  Fort  Worth,  and  a 
daughter  of  Porter  King,  of  an  old  Texas  family.  Their 
home  is  located  at  800  Tyler  street. 
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FiNLET  Holmes.  The  ability  to  become  a  success- 
ful merchant  often  runs  in  one  family  just  as  the  ability 
to  become  a  lawyer  or  doctor,  and  this  would  seem  to 
be  true  in  the  case  of  the  leading  merchant  of  Toyah, 
Texas,  Finley  Holmes,  for  his  father  was  a  merchant  be- 
fore him  and  all  of  his  brothers  are  making  successes  in 
mercantile  lines.  Mr.  Holmes  is  the  owner  and  manager 
of  the  largest  mercantile  establishment  in  the  town  of 
Toyah,  and  he  began  this  store  in  a  very  moclest  way, 
its  growth  being  entirely  due  to  his  business  ability  and 
to  the  energy  and  perseverance  with  which  he  managed 
affairs. 

Finley  Holmes  was  born  at  Dumas,  Arkansas,  on  the 
21st  of  March,  1872.  His  father  was  Abercrombie 
Holmes  and  his  mother  was  Lethia  (Pickett)  Holmes, 
buth  of  his  parents  having  been  born  in  Mississippi.  His 
fatliiT  was  a  leading  business  man  in  Walnut  Lake, 
Arkansas  lur  many  years,  later  removing  to  Dumas, 
where  he  spent  the  last  thirty-five  years  of  his  life.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  forces  during  the  Civil 
war,  serving  in  the  army  until  the  close  of  the  struggle. 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  character  and  highly  respected 
in  the  conmmnity.  His  death  occurred  in  1S91,  his  wife 
having  died  in  1886,  and  both  of  them  are  interred  in 
Dumas. 

Four  sons  were  born  to  Abercrombie  Holmes  and  his 
wife,  of  whom  Finley  Holmes  is  the  eldest.  Abercrombie 
Holmes,  the  second  son  is  a  prominent  merchant  in  Lind- 
sey,  Oklahoma,  and  Burke  D,  Holmes  is  associated  with 
his  brother,  Paul  K.  Holmes,  in  the  mercantile  business 
in  Maysville,  Oklahoma,  where  they  own  the  leading 
mercantile  establishment. 

Finley  Holmes  went  to  school  in  Dumas,  but  he  left 
school  at  an  early  age,  and  going  to  Pendleton,  Ar- 
kansas, he  went  to  work  as  a  clerk  in  a  store.  He  re- 
mained in  this  town  for  four  years,  clerking  in  various 
stores  and  acquiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  mercan- 
tile business.  He  then  went  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas, 
where  he  began  to  clerk  for  C.  J.  Kramer  &  Company, 
one  of  the  large  mercantile  establishments  in  the  city. 
He  proved  so  valuable  to  the  firm  that  he  was  made 
bookkeeper  and  later  general  manager.  He  remained 
here  for  eleven  years,  and  then,  in  1899,  the  western 
fever  crept  into  his  bones  and  he  determined  to  try  his 
fortunes  in  the  new  western  counties  of  Texas  that  "were 
then  being  opened  up. 

He  came  to  Pecos,  Texas,  in  1899,  and  here  secured  a 
position  as  bookkeeper  for  the  Pecos  Mercantile  Com- 
pany, remaining  here  until  1902.  At  this  time,  having 
carefully  laid  away  as  much  of  his  salary  as  was  pos- 
sible, he  found  that  he  had  enough  to  go  into  business 
for  himself.  He  therefore  came  to  Toyah,  and  here 
or;;aniii'.l  tlir  Reeves  County  Mercantile  Company,  be- 
CdiiiiiiL;  Its  s,-.  ri'tary  and  manager  and  one  of  its  prin- 
ci|ial  ^t.H-klidlili'rs.  It  was  only  a  modest  beginning,  but 
it  has  yiuwii  into  the  leading  store  in  Toyah.  It  is  not 
only  a  retail  establishment,  lint  Mr.  Holmes  has  a  large 
wholesale  business  also.  Seeing  the  need  of  more  bank- 
ing facilities  in  Toyah,  Mr.  Holmes  next  organized  the 
Citizens  State  Bank  in  1907,  being  made  vice  president. 
In  1913  this  institution  was  consolidated  with  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Toyah,  assuming  the  affairs  of  the 
latter.  Mr.  Holmes  is"  the  owner  of  considerable  valu- 
able property  in  Toyah  and  also  owns  his  handsome  res- 
idence. He  has  the  entire  confidence  of  the  community 
and  is  one  of  the  most  influential  business  men  in  the 
county. 

Mr.  Holmes  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  and 
is  active  in  church  work,  being  a  deacon.  He  belongs 
to  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  On  the  6th  of  June, 
1901,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Josephine  Bunting,  a 
daughter  of  Alphonse  S.  Bunting,  and  a  native  of  the 
state  of  Texas.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union,  as  follows:  Joseph  Finley,  Margie  Lee,  Annie, 
Sidney  and  Ruth. 

Mr.    Holmes    has   great    faith    in   this   section    of   the 


country,  believing  that  a  boom  is  destined  to  come  be- 
fore long,  on  account  of  the  cheapness  of  the  land  and 
the  oil  and  mineral  resources  which  when  developed  will 
make  this  section  one  of  the  most  valuable  parts  of  the 
state. 

M.\Rvix  P.  Garxer.  One  of  the  severest  tests  of  the 
manner  in  which  a  public  official 's  services  are  re- 
garded by  his  fellow  citizens  is  made  when  he  becomes 
a  candidate  for  re-election,  for  it  is  then  that  hia  record 
is  brought  into  prominence,  his  abilities  and  discrep- 
ancies are  weighed  in  the  balance,  and  the  voters  are 
called  upon  to  judge  whether  he  has  kept  his  promises, 
taken  advantage  of  his  opportunities  to  further  the  in- 
terests of  his  community,  and  faithfully  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  office.  The  confidence  and  high  regard  in 
which  Marvin  P.  Garner  is  held  by  the  people  of  Ran- 
dall county,  Texas,  was  emphatically  demonstrated  on 
July  27,  1912,  when  he  was  re-elected  iciuiily  ilcik  by 
a  majority  the  size  of  which  left  nn  .ImhI,i'  a-  {•>  liis 
popularity  and  standing  in  the  comnuiiiily.  Mi.  (iarner 
is  a  native  of  Texas,  born  in  Montague  riiiiiitv,  D.tober 
15,  1881,  and  is  a  son  of  William  Louis  aiid  Ursula 
(Palmer)  Garner. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Garner  were  born  in  Tennessee 
and  came  to  Texas  durint;  the  early  '70s,  settling  in 
Hunt  county,  where  William  1,.  (Earner  was  engaged  ill 
farming  and  stock  raism-.  I.atn  in  life  he  removed  to 
Eandall  county,  where  he  now  lesi.le.s,  having  reached 
his  sixty-fifth  birthday  February  11,  1913.  Mrs.  Garner 
died  April  18,  1909,  aged  sixty  years,  having  been  the 
mother  of  seven  children:  J.  A.,  W.  F.,  T.  M.,  Marvin 
P.,  Mrs.  M.  V.  Gibson,  Mrs.  Fannie  B.  Gates,  and  Mrs. 
Kate  C.  Boykin. 

Marvin  P.  Garner  was  given  only  the  advantages  of 
a  public  school  education  in  Montague  county,  after 
which  he  came  to  the  Panhandle  country  and  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock  raising.  He  was  thus  employed  in 
1908,  at  the  time  of  his  first  election  to  the  otiice  of 
county  clerk  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  on  the  strength 
of  his  admirable  services  during  his  first  term  he  was 
made  his  party's  iMiiiiiiiee  for  the  same  office  in  1910, 
when,  as  before  -laie.l.  he  su.eeeded  himself  as  the  in- 
cumbent  of   tlii^    iv-| -ilile   I'osition.     Mr.   Garner   has 

formed  a  wide  a.^iiianiuaiee  throughout  the  state,  and 
it  is  a  saf.'  as^eitimi  to  make  that  few  men  are  more 
popular  with  ih.iv,.  who  know  them.  He  has  ably  dis- 
charged eM'iy  responsibility  imposed  upon  him  and  is 
an  excellent  type  of  the  self-made  Western  man.  He 
has  taken  a  pride  in  the  achievements  of  his  adopted 
community  and  has  done  much  to  forward  the  interests 
of  Canyon,  where  he  makes  his  home,  believing  that 
the  great  development  of  this  section  in  recent  years 
is  sure  to  continue.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
local  lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  his  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Methodist  Episco^ 
pal  church. 

Mr.  Garner  was  married  at  Canyon,  Texas,  December 
24,  1905,  to  Miss  Ethel  Cochell,  daughter  of  Theodore 
Cochell,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Hereford,  Texas,  and 
to  this  union  there  have  come  two  children :  Vesta  Loure, 
born  November  11,  1906,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six 
months,  and  Weldon  M.,  born  June  12,  1908,  in  Randall 
county. 

Thom-\s  D.  Loveladt.  A  business  man,  rancher,  and 
public-spirited  citizen,  Mr.  Lovelady  has  had  a  varied 
and  interesting  career,  most  of  it  spent  in  El  Paso,  and 
from  a  beginning  as  a  salaried  workman  has  reached  a 
position  of  independence. 

Thomas  D.  Lovelady  was  born  in  Bell  county,  Texas, 
August  16,  1870,  being  the  third  of  ten  children  born  to 
Thomas  H.  B.  and  Delilah  (Brown)  Lovelady.  His  fa- 
ther located  in  Texas  in  the  early  sixties  and  was  a  farmer 
and  stock  raiser,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Arizona,  being 
still  active  in  ranching.     He  served  as  a  Confederate  sol- 
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dier  during  the  Civil  war  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  hostilities.  The  father  was  born  in  Missouri  and  is 
now  living  on  his  ranch  about  twenty-six  miles  out  of 
Douglas,  Arizona,  at  the  age  of  sixt.y-seven. 

Mr.  Lovelady  attained  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  Bell  county;  his  early  career  was  spent  on  a 
farm,  where  he  worked  regularly  from  the  age  of  fifteen 
to  twenty-two,  and  then  left  home  and  began  life  for 
himself.  He  learned  the  barbers '  trade,  and  followed  that 
occupation  for  eight  years.  At  the  same  time  he  con- 
ducted a  grocery  business  at  Eock  Springs,  Texas.  Selling 
out  his  interests  there  in  1900  he  came  to  El  Paso,  and 
spent  the  first  three  years  as  clerk  in  one  of  the  mercan- 
tile establishments  of  this  city.  During  the  following 
six  years  he  was  a  building  contractor,  and  built  many 
of  the  residences  erected  during  that  time  in  El  Paso 
and  vicinity.  In  February,  1911,  Mr.  Lovelady  became 
manager  of  the  Houston  Ice  &  Brewing  Company  and 
the  San  Antonio  Brewing  Association  and  still  holds  that 
position  and  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a  very  large 
trade  in  El  Paso  for  those  manufacturing  concerns.  Mr. 
Lovelady  is  also  proprietor  of  a  ranch  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  Cochise  county,  Arizona.  He  has  al- 
ways taken  an  active  part  in  Democratic  polities  and 
during  his  residence  at  Eock  Springs,  in  Edwards  county, 
this  state,  he  served  as  deputy  sheriff  for  five  years. 
Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose,  the  Improved  Order  of  Bed  Men,  is  a  member  of 
the  Cactus  Club  and  belongs  to  the  Christian  church. 

On  June  5,  1S92,  at  Eock  Springs,  Texas,  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Lee  Cargill,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Cargill. 
the  family  having  been  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Texas.  Four  daughters  and  two  sons  comprise  the  house- 
hold of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lovelady.  The  family  residence 
at  the  present  time  is  at  3304  Hueco  St.,  El  Paso. 

Nathan  Grant,  long  a  resident  of  Deport,  and  a  man 
honored  and  esteemed  among  his  fellows,  is  the  last  of 
his  race  of  the  pioneer  Grants  who  founded  the  family 
in  Lamar  and  Eed  Eiver  counties.  His  age  and  his  use- 
fulness to  the  community  well  serve  to  place  him  among 
the  old  patriarchs  of  his  time,  and  his  unalloyed  citizen- 
ship and  patriotic  performances  entitle  him  to  a  living 
distinction  beyond  the  generation  in  which  he  has  lived. 
It  is  therefore  but  fitting  that  mention  of  him  and  his 
family  of  an  earlier  generation  be  given  space  in  a  work 
of  the  nature  and  purpose  of  this  publication. 

Born  in  Madison  county,  Tennessee,  on  January  6, 
1832,  Nathan  Grant  is  the  son  of  parents  who  were  hon- 
orable and  upright  in  their  lives,  although  not  blessed 
with  an  undue  share  of  material  wealth.  Spencer  Grant 
was  his  father,  and  his  grandfather  was  John  Grant. 
The  latter  was  born  in  Virginia,  there  reared,  and  there 
he  passed  many  years  of  his  life.  He  married  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  Mr.  Martin,  and  later  took  up  his  abode  in  Hen- 
derson county,  Tennessee,  where  he  died.  His  children 
were  named  Nathan,  John,  Stephen,  Tabbie,  Lottie  and 
Ann.  Tabbie  became  the  wife  of  William  Massey,  while 
Lottie  married  Claiborn  Henry,  and  Ann  died  as  Mrs. 
Carrington.  Spencer,  the  progenitor  of  the  subject  of 
this  review,  was  the  first-born  of  the  family.  He  mar- 
ried Polly  Stark,  a  daughter  of  John  Walter  Stark  of 
Eobertson  county,  Tennessee,  where  she  was  born  in 
1797,  and  the  children  of  their  union  were  Susan,  who 
married  Oliver  Green  and  died  in  Eed  Eiver  county, 
Texas;  Eliza,  the  wife  of  Stephen  Massey,  died  in  Madrid 
Bend,  Missouri;  Stephen,  who  came  to  Texas  in  1842, 
lived  for  a  time  near  Clarksville,  and  died  in  Lamar 
county  in  December,  1889,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  He 
was  the  first  of  the  family  to  reach  Texas,  and  he  passed 
his  life  as  a  prosperous  farmer  and  ginman.  He  mar- 
ried Margaret  Dickson  for  his  first  wife.  James,  who 
was  older  than  Stephen,  followed  him  to  Texas  in  1845 
and   settled   in   Tutus   county.     He   married   Ezivair,   a 


daughter  of  Joseph  Bead  of  Alabama.  James  was  born 
in  1814  and  died  in  1866,  leaving  four  sons  and  three 
daughters  in  Lamar  and  Eed  Eiver  counties.  Archibald 
came  to  Texas  among  the  later  emigrants  of  the  family, 
and  married  first  Abigail  Spain  and  then  Amanda  Pen- 
dergast.  John  married  Jane  Day  and  died  in  Eed  Eiver 
county.  Mary  A.  married  Alexander  Munns  and  died  in 
Lime  Stone  county,  Texas.  Nathan  is  the  subject  of  this 
review.  .  Spencer,  who  became  a  doctor,  married  Mar- 
garet McCullough  and  died  in  Erath  county.  Nancy 
married  Esom  Dooley  and  passed  her  life  in  Eed  Biver 
county.  William  was  the  third  of  the  family  to  come  to 
Texas,  and  his  advent  into  the  state  was  marked  by  the 
year  1848.  He  joined  the  Sims,  a  surveying  party,  in 
that  year,  and  was  killed  by  Indians  in  Bastrop  county. 
The  mother  of  this  goodly  family  of  pioneers  came  out 
to  Texas  next  and  settled  in  Eed  Eiver  county,  where  she 
died  in  1880. 

The  father  of  the  family,  Spencer  Grant,  had  died  in 
Henderson  county  in  1850.  He  had  been  a  veteran  of  the 
war  of  1812,  in  which  he  volunteered  for  service  with  his 
father,  John  Grant,  and  served  in  Jackson 's  army  of 
riflemen.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  on  Jan- 
uary 8,  1815,  and  when  the  war  had  ended  he  was  still 
in  fighting  mood.  His  fighting  spirit  was  not  quenched 
until  he  had  given  service  in  Florida  against  the  Creeks 
and  Seminoles  and  under  "Old  Hickory"  did  his  full 
share  in  the  matter  of  breaking  up  the  trouble  upon 
which  these  warriors  were  bent.  When  the  war  was 
over,  Spencer  Grant  retired  to  his  farm  in  Tennessee,  and 
there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

So  much  for  the  family  of  Nathan  Grant.  The  infor- 
mation concerning  these  sturdy  people  is  all  too  meager, 
but  it  will  sufiice  as  it  stands  to  show  something  of  the 
fine  spirit  that  characteriied  the  men  of  this  fine  old 
family. 

In  the  country  schools  of  his  native  community  in  Ten- 
nessee Nathan  Grant  got  a  smattering  of  learning,  the 
three  E 's  constituting  the  main  subjects  to  which  the 
youth  of  his  day  were  introduced  in  the  pursuit  of  edu- 
cation in  the  country  districts.  He  was  twenty-two  years 
old  when  in  1854  he  joined  a  party  of  three  other  young 
Tennesseeans  bent  upon  a  wagon  trip  to  Texas.  Young 
and  enthusiastic,  with  an  ambition  to  see  something  out- 
side the  border  limits  of  his  state,  Mr.  Grant,  with  his 
friends,  crossed  the  Mississippi  river  at  Memphis,  took 
the  Military  road  to  Little  Eock,  Arkansas,  and  came 
into  Texas  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mill  Creek,  where  tliey 
crossed  Eed  Eiver.  They  were  twenty-four  days  out 
from  the  old  home  before  they  saw  the  faces  of  those 
who  had  preceded  them  and  become  Texans  in  earnest, 
and  the  first  serious  act  of  Nathan  Grant's  life  in  Texas 
brought  him  into  actual  contact  with  a  farm.  While  he 
devoted  himself  diligently  to  his  farm,  he  watched  with 
growing  apprehension  the  gathering  of  the  war  clouds 
as  the  controversy  over  the  slave  question  then  up  for 
discussion  in  CongreFS  became  more  heated  and  liitter, 
and  when  the  call  to  arms  came  he  had  long  since  reached 
his  decision,  and  was  ready  to  do  a  soldier's  part  in  the 
defense  of  the  southland. 

Mr.  Grant  joined  the  Eleventh  Texas  Cavalry  under 
Colonel  "Bill"  Young,  rendezvoused  two  months  at  Fort 
Washita,  now  in  Oklahoma,  and  then  prepared  for  an  Ar- 
kansas campaign.  He  was  a  participant  in  the  battle  of 
Elkhorn  and  followed  orders  of  the  army  to  proceed  to 
the  aid  of  the  Confederates  on  the  east  side  of  the  INIis- 
sissippi  river.  He  took  part  in  the  engagement  at 
Corinth,  became  a  part  of  Bragg 's  army  in  the  invasion 
of  Kentucky  and  helped  to  fight  the  Bichman  and  Perry- 
ville  battles.  In  the  engagement  at  Murfreesboro,  where 
he  was  in  the  thick  of  the  fight,  as  usual,  he  was  shot 
through  the  leg,  captured  and  sent  to  Camp  Morton,  In- 
diana, as  a  prisoner  of  war.  He  was  among  the  ex- 
changed prisoners  at  City  Point,  Virginia,  on  May  12, 
1863,  and  was  furloughcd  home  from  the  South  Carolina 
hospital.     When  he  recovered  sufficiently  of  his  wound 
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to  take  his  old  place  in  the  line,  he  rejoined  his  command 
at  Dalton,  Georgia,  on  the  Atlanta  Campaign.  General 
Jo  Wheeler  was  in  command,  and  when  Atlanta  fell  he 
was  on  the  retreat  in  front  of  Sherman 's  army  to  Savan- 
nah, back  north  into  North  Carolina,  where  the  battle  of 
Bentonville  was  fought  and  the  surrender  of  General 
Johnston 's  army  soon  took  place. 

The  final  collapse  of  the  Eebellion  served  to  throw 
many  of  the  Confederate  officers  into  an  apparent  panic 
to  escape  the  possible  consequences  of  their  attempt  to 
disrupt  the  Union,  and  among  the  number  was  General 
Wheeler.  He  proposed  to  bring  the  Texas  soldiers  home 
with  the  band  of  refugees  he  expected  to  muster  for 
flight  into  Mexico,  but  the  cordon  of  Federals  was  so 
tightly  drawn  about  the  troops  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
activities  of  the  war  that  escape  was  impossible,  and  when 
the  news  of  the  capture  of  Jeff  Davis,  Wheeler  and  Rea- 
gan spread  abroad,  no  further  effort  toward  an  organized 
expedition  was  made,  and  the  command  dissolved  like  the 
mist.  Men  chose  companions  for  the  lonely  journey  to 
saddened  homes,  and  the  activities  of  actual  war  were 
over. 

Mr.  Grant  fell  in  with  Lieutenant  Barry  of  Eed  Eiver 
county,  and  they  faced  their  diificulties  together.  They 
sold  their  horses  in  Mississippi,  fearing  their  feter  loss 
to  the  Negro  troops  patroling  the  country  along  the 
river,  and  when  they  struck  the  big  river  they  boated  to 
the  mouth  of  Eed  Eiver  and  reached  home  by  way  of 
Shreveport,  on  June  2,  1S65. 

Although  soldiering  had  been  the  business  of  Nathan 
Grant  for  more  than  four  years,  he  had  by  no  means 
formed  the  habit  of  war,  as  one  might  say,  but  was 
rather  willing  than  otherwise  to  exchange  the  sword  for 
the  more  or  less  prosaic  tool,  the  plowshare,  and  he  lost 
little  or  no  time  in  gathering  up  the  threads  of  his  aban- 
doned vocation.  During  the  war  he  had  purchased  a 
tract  of  land,  and  this  he  proceeded  at  once  to  bring 
under  cultivation  and  to  improve  to  the  best  of  his  abil- 
ity. He  was  a  bankrupt  in  all  but  courage  when  he 
donned  the  garb  of  a  citizen,  and  his  financial  condition 
had  not  improved  when  he  decided  in  1866  to  marry. 
His  fiancee,  he  tells,  came  nobly  to  the  rescue  with  the 
necessary  five  dollars  with  which  to  defray  the  cost  of 
a  license  and  a  pair  of  gloves  for  her  husband,  and  he 
actually  borrowed  the  boots  and  the  suit  of  clothes  in 
which  he  took  the  vows  of  matrimony.  These  facts,  let 
it  be  known,  had  no  power  to  mar  their  happiness,  and 
neither  ever  regretted  the  courage  that  prompted  them 
to  such  a  step  at  a  time  when  the  man  of  today  would 
hesitate  and  then  retreat  precipitately  from  a  matrimo- 
nial alliance  under  such  conditions.  They  went  to  house- 
keeping in  a  Texas  cabin  with  the  conventional  puncheon 
floor  common  to  the  cabins  of  the  day,  and  here  his 
young  wife  carded  and  spun  the  wool  that  entered  into 
the  making  of  his  garments  as  well  as  her  own,  and  it 
was  her  own  hand  that  fashioned  and  sewed  these  gar- 
ments. He  added  his  share  to  that  part  of  the  duties  of 
the  home  by  making  the  family  shoes  for  two  years.  He 
was  not  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  but  he  recognized  when 
face  to  face  with  the  old  truth  that  "necessity  is  the 
mother  of  invention,"  and  the  part  of  a  shirker  had  no 
place  in  his  makeup,  or  in  that  of  his  faithful  wife. 
In  his  farm  work,  he  engaged  in  a  systematic  campaign 
of  corn  and  cotton  raising,  and  year  by  year  stretched 
■his  slender  credit  to  acquire  more  land.  His  appetite  for 
that  commodity,  be  it  said,  grew  faster  than  did  his  abil- 
ity to  purchase,  and  when  he  reached  the  zenith  of  his 
career  his  tax  list  showed  him  to  be  the  owner  of  eight 
hundred  acres  of  the  fertile  black  soil  adjacent  to  Deport 
that  is  the  pride  of  Texas,  and  in  that  vicinity  is  his 
present  home. 

While  he  was  building  up  his  modest  fortune,  Mr. 
Grant  was  also  bringing  up  a  family,  and  he  has  con- 
sistently shared  his  material  prosperity  with  those  who 
aided  him  in  the  achievement  and  in  the  twilight  of  his 
life,  the  strenuous  work  of  earlier  years  is  reflected  in 


the  possession  of  every  comfort,  and  in  the  unalloyed 
friendship  of  a  whole  community  of  citizens. 

Mr.  Grant  has  passed  through  life  without  a  visible 
effort  toward  a  political  career.  He  has  acted  with  the 
Democratic  party  since  he  cast  his  first  vote,  and  has 
ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  Veterans'  movement, 
finding  a  genuine  pleasure  in  attending  the  national  en- 
campment of  the  Confederate  Veterans.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  advanced  years,  these  scenes  seem  only  to  reju- 
venate him,  and  his  step  today  shows  the  spring  of  early 
life  and  his  heart  beats  quick  in  unison  with  the  martial 
strains  of  other  days,  while  his  still  sturdy  lungs  gladly 
return  the  lusty  shout  that  greets  him  from  comrades 
who  are  living  over  the  incidents  of  the  never-to-be-for- 
gotten oonfiict.  Mr.  Grant  has  taken  a  considerable  in- 
terest in  affairs  in  the  community  of  Deport,  and  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Deport,  and  in 
the  same  institution  in  Detroit,  Texas.  Eeligiously  he 
holds  to  the  doctrines  of  Presbyterianism,  and  his  life 
has  given  expression  to  a  very  worthy  desire  to  serve 
others  while  his  own  mission  on  earth  was  being  fulfilled. 

Mr.  Grant  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  marriage 
occurred  on  February  22,  1866,  when  Mary  Dickson,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Abigail  Dickson,  became  his  wife. 
She  passed  away  on  March  30,  1894,  the  mother  of  six 
children,  concerning  whom  mention  is  briefly  made  as 
follows:  John  D.,  the  eldest,  died  unmarried;  Minnie 
Abigail  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Bell  of  Deport,  Texas; 
William  S.  also  lives  here;  Gertrude,  now  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  J.  C.  Mason  of  Deport;  Charles  lives  in  this 
community;  Archie  D.  died  in  1905,  leaving  one  child. 
On  February  4,  1896.  Mr.  Grant  married  Mrs.  Laura 
Cxrant,  the  widow  of  his  deceased  brother,  Stephen 
Grant.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Leander  Bell,  and  her 
first  husband  was  L.  C.  Thomas,  by  whom  she  was  the 
Tnother  of  three  sons— E.  G.,  W.  M.  and  L.  C.  Thomas. 
Two  children  were  born  to  her  and  Mr.  Grant,  Euby  and 
Lee,  both  of  whom  died  in  childhood. 

John  M.  Davis.  One  of  the  sterling  citizens  who 
have  been  prominently  identified  with  the  development 
of  the  admirable  agricultural  resources  of  Kaufman 
county,  where  he  has  maintained  his  home  for  fully  forty 
years,  is  John  Moses  Davis,  one  of  the  honored  pioneer 
citizens  of  the  village  of  Forney.  He  has  been  one  of 
the  extensive  and  successful  agriculturists  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  Within  the  decade  following  the  close 
of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Davis  disposed  of  his  farm  in  the 
state  of  Alabama  and  came  to  Texas  in  search  of  a  more 
inviting  and  broader  field  of  endeavor  in  connection  with 
the  great  basic  industry  which  had  previously  engrossed 
his  attention.  He  made  a  preliminary  investigation  of 
Wise,  Collin,  Denton,  and  Jack  counties,  in  search  of  a 
favorable  location,  and  finally  purchased  a  tract  of  fine 
black  land  on  the  rich  and  undulating  plains  about  the 
present  thriving  little  city  of  Forney,  Kaufman  county, 
his  original  purchase  comprising  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-five  acres  and  the  place  being  situated  four  miles 
northeast  of  Forney. 

After  the  lapse  of  more  than  two  score  years  the 
wisdom  of  Mr.  Davis'  choice  of  location  has  been  amply 
justified.  He  reclaimed  the  virgin  soil  to  cultivation 
and  in  the  earlier  years  of  his  career  as  a  Texas  farmer 
he  utilized  his  land  almost  entirely  in  the  raising  of 
grain,  which  at  first  yielded  most  bountifully,  but  which 
eventually  proved  inadequate  in  results  to  assure  a  due 
financial  profit,  under  which  conditions  Mr.  Davis  showed 
his  fertility  of  expedient  and  his  good  judgment  by  re- 
sorting to  the  raising  of  cotton,  of  which  line  of  in- 
dustrial enterprise  he  has  long  been  one  of  the  foremost 
exponents  in  this  part  of  the  state.  In  a  retrospective 
way  it  may  be  noted  that  Mr.  Davis  plowed  the  first 
furrow  on  the  original  tract  of  land  which  he  pro- 
cured in  the  pioneer  days,  and  that  his  modest  dwelling 
was  the  first  building  erected  on  the  tract,  for  which  he 
had  paid  $4  an  acre.    His  vigorous  campaign  of  industry 
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was  not  denieil  a  gracious  fruition,  as  his  progressive 
and  Tvell  ordered  operations  have  given  him  place  as  one 
of  the  substantial  capitalists  of  Kaufman  county,  be- 
sides contributing  much  toward  the  civic  and  material 
development  of  the  county.  He  now  owns  a  finely  im- 
proved and  most  valuable  landed  estate  of  1,250  "acres, 
and  virtually  the  entire  tract  is  under  effective  cultiva- 
tion, ready  to  ' '  bring  forth  its  increase ' '  and  to  ex- 
emplify annually  the  marvelous  productivity  of  the  soil. 
Kxcellent  buildings  have  been  erected  on  the  estate  by 
its  owner  and  among  these  are  the  several  homes  of 
the.  various  tenants  who  assist  in  the  cultivation  and 
management  of  the  fine  rural  demesne.  The  residence  of 
Mr.  Davis  stands  on  an  eminence  and  affords  a  fine  view 
across  the  valley  and  to  the  village  of  Forney.  The 
homestead  is  unique,  in  that  it  is  practically  a  collec- 
tion of  cottages  that  are  so  joined  as  to  afford  con- 
venient accommodations  and  to  give  the  impression 
of  consistency  as  well  as  substantial  permanency,  be- 
sides offering  a  suggestive  picture  of  the  picturesque 
pioneer  days. 

Mr.  Davis  came  to  Texas  from  Butler  county,  Ala- 
bama, where  he  was  born  on  the  25th  of  August,  1837. 
His  early  educational  advantages  were  those  afforded 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  locality  and  period  and 
he  was  a  child  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to 
Loundes  county,  Alabama,  where  he  was  reared  on  the 
homestead  plantation  of  his  father  and  early  gained 
experience  in  the  directing  of  the  labor  of  the  few 
negro  slaves.  When  the  Civil  war  was  precipitated  on 
the  nation  he  was  loyal  to  the  institutions  under  the 
influence  of  which  he  had  been  reared,  and  his  loyalty 
forthwith  found  definite  expression.  On  the  4th  of 
June,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Ninth  Alabama 
Infantry,  and  with  the  same  went  forth  in  defense  of 
the  cause  of  the  Confederacy.  His  regiment  was  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  and  arrived 
too  late  to  take  part  in  the  initial  battle,  at  Manassas, 
but  with  this  regiment  Mr.  Davis  participated  in  the 
engagement  at  Williamsburg,  the  Seven  Davs'  battles, 
Second  Bull  Run.  and  Sharpsburg.  In  September,  1862, 
he  and  other  members  of  his  regiment  were  captured  by 
the  enemy  while  they  were  defending  themselves  be- 
hind a  stone  pile,  and  all  were  removed  to  the  military 
prison  at  Fort  Delaware,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  Maryland.  There  Mr.  Davis  was 
held  a  prisoner  of  war  during  the  period  through  which 
the  great  conflict  between  the  North  and  South  con- 
tinued, and  he  was  not  paroled  until  several  weeks  after 
the  war  had  closed.  He  was  released  on  the  day  mark- 
ing the  fourth  anniversary  of  .that  on  which  he  had 
left  his  home  and  started  forth  as  a  valiant  young  sol- 
dier of  the  Confederacy,  and  from  New  York  City  he 
was  transferred  to  New  Orleans,  on  the  steamship 
"Mariposa."  From  the  Crescent  City  he  proceeded  by 
boat  to  Mobile,  and  from  there  by  rail  to  Greenville, 
Alabama,  and  upon  arriving  at  his  home  he  girded  him- 
self to  meet  the  requirements  anil  exactions  incidental 
to  reviving  the  prostrate  industries  of  the  South  and 
the  winning  of  the  noble  victories  which  peace  ever  has 
in  store.  He  found  conditions  at  home  better  than  he 
had  anticipated.  His  father  had  succeeded  in  saving  his 
mules  from  confiscation  by  the  Federal  soldiers  and  had 
saved  suificient  grain  for  the  propagation  of  a  crop. 
During  the  few  succeeding  years  in  Alabama  bountiful 
harvests  were  garnered  by  the  Davis  family,  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  which  improved  with  each  successive 
year. 

To  Mr.  Davis  a  definite  and  distinct  appeal  was 
made  by  the  new  country  of  the  great  Southwest,  with  its 
unbroken  prairies  and  fertile  soil.  The  land  was  to  be 
obtained  at  a  low  price  and  the  lure  of  Texas  proved 
such  that  Mr.  Davis  could  not  resist.  Accordingly,  in 
the  early  spring  of  1872,  he  set  forth  to  number  him- 
self among  the  pioneers  in  a  thinly  settled  section  of  the 
Lone  Star  state.     Near  the  headwaters  of  the  Trinity 


River  he  made  investment  in  land,  and  here  he  has 
maintained  his  home  during  the  long  intervening  period 
of  forty  years,  which  have  brought  in  their  Itrain 
opulent  prosperity  and  definite  independence  to  the  as- 
piring young  soldier-citizen  who  thus  had  the  courage 
of  his  convictions  and  was  ready  to  endure  the  vi- 
cissitudes that  ever  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  pioneer.  His 
loyalty  to  Texas  is  of  the  most  intense  and  appreci- 
ative order  and  he  is  proud  to  call  the  state  his  home. 
He  has  made  occasional  visits  to  the  place  of  his  na- 
tivity, has  indulged  in  a  brief  sojourn  at  the  home  of 
his  elder  son,  in  New  Mexico,  and  has  attended  various 
reunions  of  the  United  Confederate  Veterans'  Associa- 
tion, through  afiSliation  with  which  he  perpetuates  the 
more  gracious  memories  of  his  army  career,  but  at  all 
times  his  interests  have  centered  in  Kaufman  county, 
Texas,  where  he  is  known  and  honored  as  a  representa- 
tive citizen  of  progressive  and  public-spirted  attitude. 

Mr.  Davis  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Farmers' 
National  Bank  of  Forney  and  is  a  director  of  this  sub- 
stantial and  well  conducted  institution,  besides  which  he 
is  a  stockholder  in  several  cotton-ginning  companies  and 
also  in  the  Forney  Cotton,  Oil  and  Gin  Company.  Hia 
political  allegiance  has  been  given  without  reservation 
to  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  has  had  no  desire  for 
the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  oifice.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  devoted  members  of  the  Christian  church 
and  they  are  held  in  affectionate  regard  in  the  com- 
munity that  has  represented  their  home  for  many  years. 
In  December,  1866,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Davis  to  Miss  Julia  Peagler,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Alabama,  where  her  father,  Artemus  Peagler, 
was  a  representative  agriculturist  and  highly  esteemed 
citizen.  Concerning  the  children  of  this  gracious  union 
the  following  brief  data  are  given:  Bessie  is  the  wife 
of  John  Portwood,  of  Houston,  Texas.  By  a  former 
marriage  there  is  one  son,  Mose  Elder.  Jennie  is  the 
wife  of  M.  U.  Finley  and  a  resident  of  Eoswell,  Chaves 
county,  New  Mexico,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming 
and  horticulture,  and  they  have  a  son,  Davis  T.,  and 
two  daughters,  Elsa  and  Tinie.  Polly  A.  remains  at 
the  parental  home,  and  James,  who  is  a  cashier  of  the 
Farmers'  National  Rank  of  Forney.,  wedded  Miss  Lucy 
Jones;  they  havr  a  wiiisnine  little  daughter,  Helen. 

He  to  whniii  tlii>  i.\  ii'w  is  dedicated  is  a  son  of  James 
L.  and  Elizali.tli  (I'.itton)  Davis,  both  of  whom  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Alabama  until  their  death,  the 
father  having  passed  away  in  1874  and  having  survived 
his  devoted  wife  by  seven  years.  James  L.  Davis  was 
born  in  Edgefield  district.  South  Carolina,  in  1808,  and 
was  a  scion  of  a  sterling  colonial  family.  He  was  a 
man  of  inflexible  integrity  and  had  enlarged  his  mental 
ken  through  effective  reading  and  other  self-discipline 
which  supplemented  the  meager  educational  advantages 
of  his  youth.  His  entire  active  career  was  one  of  close 
identification  with  agricultural  pursuits,  though  he 
never  conducted  his  plantation  operations  on  an  extensive 
scale.  He  was  a  son  of  John  and  Esther  (Little)  Davis, 
and  their  children  were:  James  L.,  Adam,  Moses,  Bettie 
(Mrs.  Daniel  Smith),  Elliott  (Mrs.  James  Perdue),  Nar- 
cissa,  and  Melissa,  twins,  the  former  becoming  the 
wife  of  a  man  named  Skaines  and  the  latter  the  wife 
of  George  V.  Thaggard;  and  Andrew,  Jack,  Robert,  and 
Caroline,  the  last  becoming  the  wife  of  Peter  Roach. 

The  wife  of  James  L.  Davis  was  a  daughter  of  John 
Patton,  a  planter  and  slaveholder  of  South  Carolina, 
and  concerning  their  children  the  following  record  is 
perpetuated :  Jane,  who  became  the  wife  of  S.  B. 
Earnest,  died  in  Alabama.  John  M.  is  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  review.  Rebecca,  who  became  the  wife 
of  William  Garrett,  continued  a  resident  of  Alabama 
until  her  death.  Matthew  P.,  who  was  a  gallant  sol- 
dier of  the  Confederac.y,  died  in  Alabama.  Frances, 
who  died  in  the  same  state,  was  the  wife  of  George  W. 
Peagler,  and  Zack,  the  youngest  of  the  children,  was  a 
youthful  soldier   of  the   Confederacy  in   the  Civil  war, 
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after  the  close  of  which  he  continued  to  reside  in  his 
Dative  state,  Alabama,  until  his  death. 

Murphy  M.  Morrison,  M.  D.  Both  in  the  broad  field 
of  citizenship  as  well  as  in  the  more  specific  interests 
of  his  profession.  Dr.  Morrison  has  a  notable  career  as 
a  physician  and  surgeon  at  Denison. 

Born  March  17,  1872,  at  Dandridge,  Tennessee,  he  is  a 
son  of  John  M.  and  Nancy  (Kilpatrick)  Morrison,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  located  i)i 
Tennessee  in  1865.  The  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  an- 
cestry. The  father  was  a  mechanic  and  during  the  Civil 
war  built  the  wagons  for  the  Confederate  government. 
He  continued  to  follow  his  regular  trade  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  January,  1913.  The  mother  passed 
away  in  1912.  There  was  a  large  family  of  children, 
the  doctor  being  one  of  the  younger,  and  he  has  one 
sister  and  one  brother  in  Texas.  The  latter  is  Dr.  T.  A. 
Morrison,  a  physician,  in  Grosvenor,  Texas. 

Dr.  Morrison  managed  to  secured  the  equivalent  of  a 
liberal  education  in  his  youth.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  of  Tennessee,  studied  medicine  at  Chattanooga, 
and  was  graduated  M.  D.  in  1893.  He  began  practice 
in  Cocke  county,  of  his  native  state,  and  in  189.5  moved 
to  Van  Alstyne,  in  (irayson  co\inty,  and  in  1905  located 
in  Denison, 'Ti'X.is,  wliriv  lif  has  enjcyed  tlie  n-w;irds 
and  the  finer  .li^t  mrt  ions  nt  |iintessional  life.  In  1900 
Dr.  Morrison  tnuk  post  yUMliuito  work  in  New  Orleans. 
He  has  membership  in  tlie  county  and  state  medical  so- 
ciety, and  the  District  iledical  Association.  His  fra- 
ternal affiliations  are  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World,  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men.  A  Democrat  in  politics,  ]\v  lias  at  iliH'erent  times 
entered  into  the  active  work  of  (-miii.-nyii-,  but  less  for 
partisan  purposes  than  for  tlir  :hl\  :iiir,.iiirnt  of  good 
government  and  the  education  nt'  the  pcnplo  along  the 
higher  planes  of  political  thought. 

Dr.  Morrison  was  married  in  Cocke  county,  Tennessee, 
in  August,  1892,  to  Miss  Emma  Thompson,  a  daughter 
of  Bansom  P.  Thompson,  for  many  years  a  school 
teacher  and  now  living  retired  in  Tennessee.  The  doctor 
and  wife  have  eight  children :  Ralston.  Anna  May, 
Murphy  M.,  Winnie  Bell,  Elliott  H.,  Mattie,  Thomas  and 
Eugene  Morrison,  the  ages  of  these  children  ranging 
from  four  years  to  twenty. 

Dr.  Morrison  owns  a  comfortable  residence .  in  the 
suburbs  of  Denison  and  finds  rest  and  recreation  from 
his  professional  work  in  the  cultivation  of  small  fruits 
and  vegetables.  He  is  in  the  citizenship  of  Denison 
what  might  be  called  an  all-around  man,  able  to  give 
practical  assistance  in  many  ways,  and  in  the  promotion 
of  movements  which  concern  the  more  wholesome  and 
better  life  of  the  community.  He  has  often  become  a 
civic  leader,  and  is  skillful  on  the  stump,  in  presentation 
of  advanced  political  tliought.  In  1912  lie  cntprcil  the 
political  field  as  a  candidate  for  Congress  in  his  .listrict. 
more  for  the  purpose  of  getting  certain  ininniilrs  iMtnre 
the  people  and  to  educate  them,  than  witli  nn  rxjieita- 
tion  of  election  to  office.  A  few  extracts  from  one  of 
his  speeches  during  this  campaign  will  illustrate  his 
general  views,  and  also  the  earnestness  with  which  he 
expresses  his  convictions  as  to  political  theory  and 
practice :  ' '  My  fellow  Democrats,  beware  of  the  seduc- 
tive strain  of  "the  siren  's  song.  The  principles  of  .just 
government  are  eternal  as  God  himself.  The  same  In- 
terests that  engrafted  on  this  government  the  policy  of 
protection — the  policy  that  enriches  a  few  and  enslaves 
a  multitude — are  the"  identical  interests  that  are  today 
advising  us  against  all  propositions  looking  to  the  good 
and  betterment  of  humanity,  the  establishment  of  equal 
opportunities  and  the  promotion  of  human  happiness. 
The  trust  masteis  and  their  satellites  oppose  all  remedies 
of  legislation.  They  oppose  the  abandonment  of  the 
tariff;  they  oppose  a  revision  of  the  tariff.  They  oppose 
the  creation  of  a  department  of  public  health  and  hy- 
giene.    They  oppose  the  enforcement  -of  the  pure   food 


and  drug  act.  .They  oppose  campaign  fund  publicity 
legislation.  They  oppose  the  enactment  of  laws  pro- 
hibiting bribery  and  official  corruption.  They  oppose 
the  initiative.  They  oppose  the  recall.  They  oppose 
the  referendum."  These  sentences  are  but  a  few  taken 
at  random  from  one  of  his  addresses,  and  show  the 
aggressive  and  outspoken  character  of  Dr.  Morrison,  who 
has  for  years  observed  the  trend  of  public  affairs  and 
has  been  an  uplifting  factor  in  his  own  community. 
Personally  he  is  a  man  of  much  charm  of  manner,  and 
his  thorough  intellectuality  makes  him  a  pleasing  com- 
panion to  all  who  enjoy  the  privilege  of  his  aequaint- 


TiMOTHY  R.  Stump.  The  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Kocoiia  News,  in  Montague  county,  is  in  the  third  gener- 
ation of  the  Stump  family  residents  in  Montague  county, 
with  which  section  of  North  Texas  the  name  has  been 
identified  from  the  earliest  pioneer  days.  Mr.  Stump 
is  an  unusually  aggressive  and  successful' newspaper  man, 
conducts  an  influential  and  up-to-date  journal,  and  though 
still  a  young  man  has  prospered  far  above  the  average 
of  men  of  his  age  and  of  his  profession. 

Timothy  E.  Stump  was  born  in  Montague  county, 
Te.xas,  October  4,  1880,  and  with  the  exception  of  four 
years,  three  of  which  were  spent  in  Oklahoma  in  farming, 
and  one  year  in  New  Mexico  on  a  cattle  ranch,  has  lived 
all  his  life  in  Texas.  The  founder  of  the  Stump  family 
in  Montague  county  was  Reece  B.  stuni|i.  ^;i;inil father 
of  the  Nocona  editor.  Reece  B.  Stiini|i  srtilr.l  in  that 
part  of  Texas  in  1856,  at  a  time  «Ii,mi  ilir  ,  nt)ir  north 
boundary  of  Texas  was  exposed  to  th,>  ronstant  hostile 
raids  of  Indians  and  outlaws.  For  many  yenrs  lie  lived 
on  the  frontier  and  bore  a  prominent  jiart  in  the  early 
history  of  that  section.  His  death  oiiiirre.I  in  Decem- 
ber, 1913,  and  he  was  buried  at  Dnvin,  Oklnhniiia.  The 
father  of  Timothy  E.  Stump  was  Fnin.is  I;.  stiiiii|,.  born 
in  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  moving;  tn  'r,.\:is  witli  the 
family  in  1856.  During  his  early  raici'V  lii>  fallowed 
school  teaching  and  was  also  a  farmer.  He  was  active 
in  politics,  held  several  important  offices,  and  was  a  de- 
vout worker  in  the  Baptist  church.  His  death  occurred 
in  December,  1910,  at  the  age  of  about  fifty-seven  years, 
and  he  is  buried  in  Montatini'  ii.iinty.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  AImi'  \'.  Waircn,  who  was  born  in 
Texas,  and  was  manicd  in  Mnntnyue  county.  She  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church, 
and  has  her  home  in  Montague  county.  There  were  nine 
children  in  the  family,  of  whom  Timothy  E.  was  the 
eldest. 

During  his  boyhood  he  attended  the  public  schools,  also 
the  high  school  at  Nocona.  and  afterwards  took  a  com- 
mercial course  at  Ardmnre,  Oklahoma.  Leaving  school 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  started  out  to  battle  his  own 
way  through  life.  He  worked  on  a  cattle  ranch  in  New 
Mexico  for  one  year,  after  which  he  returned  to  Nocona, 
and  found  work  as  a  bookkeeper  in  a  mercantile  house. 
After  about  four  years  he  bought  out  the  Xocaiia  News 
and  has  since  been  its  owner  and  editor.  This  is  a  well- 
equipped  printing  establishment  and  he  does  much  job 
work  in  connection  with  the  printing  of  his  paper.  The 
News  has  a  large  circulation  and  a  very  wholesome  in- 
fluence over  a  large  territory  not  only  in  Montague 
county,  but  across  the  river  in  Oklahoma.  The  circula- 
tion has  increased  thirty-five  per  cent  during  the  last 
year.  Mr.  Stump  through  his  paper  advocates  every 
cause  for  the  advancement  and  develoinuent  of  his  lo- 
cality, and  one  of  the  principal  oliiects  of  his  editorial 
policy  has  been  for  good  rural  schools.  He  is  now  boost- 
ing of  the  work  of  the  Texas  Industrial  Congress,  and 
other  movements  which  come  into  close  relations  with 
the  practical  welfare  of  the  citizens. 

At  Mamou,  in  Saint  Landry  parish  of  Louisiana,  on 
June  12,  1910,  Mr.  Stump  married  Mary  Gaty,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Hon.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Gaty.  Her  father  is  presi- 
dent of  the  police  jury  of  his  parish   (now  Evangeline 
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parish)  in  Louisiana.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stump  have  been 
born  one  child,  Mary  Josephine.  The  religious  affilia- 
tion of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stump  is  with  the  Methodist  church. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  Indepedent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  has  held  office 
in  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge.  In  politics  he  is  a  Prohibi- 
tion Democrat  and  is  a  student  and  close  observer  ot  po- 
litical and  civic  affairs. 

EoBEKT  Marion  Cole  has  been  identified  more  or  less 
with  the  town  of  Franklin  since  its  infancy,  for  he 
came  here  as  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  just  following 
the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  had  rendered  faithful  service 
to  the  Southern  cause.  His  first  interests  in  Robertson 
county  were  in  the  stock  business,  and  his  first  home 
was  established  at  Bald  Prairie.  His  experience  here- 
about has  been  a  varied  one,  and  he  has  arisen  in  the 
scale  of  business  and  social  prominence  from  a  mediocre 
place  to  one  that  is  notable,  and  well  worthy  of  him 
and  his  accomplishments. 

Mr.  Cole  is  a  native  son  of  Leake  county,  Mississippi, 
where  he  was  born  on  March  S,  1848,  and  he  is  a  son 
of  Thomas  Andrew  Cole,  born  in  South  Carolina  and 
married  in  Mississippi  to  Miss  Martha  Boone,  of  the 
well  known  Georgia  family  of  that  name.  Thomas 
Andrew  Cole  died  in  1864,  ten  years  atter  the  passing 
of  his  wife.  ■  Their  children  were  four  in  number  and 
are  here  mentioned  briefly  as  follows:  William  T.,  a 
soldier  in  the  Confederate  army,  spent  his  later  life  in 
farming  in  Mississippi  and  came  to  Texas  a  few  years 
before  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Robertson  county; 
he  left  a  family  at  his  passing.  The  next  born  was 
Robert  Marion  of  this  review;  Charles  died  as  a  boy 
of  eighteen  years;  and  Martha  Ella  married  James 
Freeney  and  died  in  Mississippi,  leaving  a  large  family 
of  sons. 

The  paternal  grandsire  of  Mr.  Cole  of  this  review 
was  Mason  Cole.  He  was  a  man  of  North  Carolina 
birth,  and  he  died  in  Mississippi.  Michael  Cole,  who 
died  in  Bastrop  county,  Texas,  was  one  of  his  sons; 
one  of  his  daughters  was  Mrs.  Nancy  Townsend  of 
Austin,  and  another  was  Mrs.  Watson,  who  lived  in 
Louisiana.  Besides  Thomas  Andrew  he  had  another 
son,  Oliver  Cole,  who  was  long  a  resident  of  Hays 
county,  Texas. 

Robert  Marion  Cole  had  his  upbringing  on  a  Mis- 
sissippi plantation.  His  school  advantages  were  negligi- 
ble, and  he  was  yet  a  mere  lad  when  he  volunteered  for 
service  in  the  Southern  army.  He  enlisted  in  May, 
1862,  for  three  months'  service  for  the  relief  of  Vicks- 
burg,  and  he  was  a  member  of  General  Adams '  Cavalry, 
that  body  being  active  on  the  outside  of  the  city,  and 
having  a  little  skii-mish  at  Jackson  before  they  were 
disbanded.  Later  young  Cole  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
Fifth  Mississippi,  with  Colonel  Perrin  in  command,  in 
General  Jo  Wheeler's  corps.  He  went  through  Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama  and  Georgia,  and  was  in  the  Atlanta 
campaign,  participating  in  all  the  cavalry  activity  of 
the  Confederates  to  Atlanta,  and  following  Sherman's 
army  through  to  Savannah,  where  their  brigade  was 
dismounted  and  placed  in  the  ditches  for  three  days, 
then  marching  on  foot  to  Puresburg,  South  Carolina, 
where  their  regiment  was  again  mounted  and  started 
toward  Yirijinia.  They  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  when  General  Lee  surrendered,  and  his 
command  was  disbanded  as  a  part  of  General  Johnston's 
army.  He  was  singularly  fortunate  in  his  military 
service,  being  neither  wounded,  captured  nor  the  victim 
of  illness  of  any  sort  throughout  his  service,  and  when 
the  war  ended  and  he  resumed  the  garb  of  citizenship, 
he  was  still  a  youth,  only  seventeen  years  old.  He  had 
to  run  away  from  home  to  proffer  his  f:ervices,  and 
when  his  first  enlistment  period  was  ended,  he  had  an 
embarrassing  prospect  before  him  in  the  event  of  his 
return  to  his  home,  so  he  promptly  re-enlisted  and  saw 
the  affair  through  to  the  end. 


At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  the  home  of 
his  grandfather,  William  Boon,  where  he  had  been 
reared  for  the  most  part,  and  he  stayed  at  home  unta 
the  fall,  when  he  joined  a  party  bent  upon  a  bear  hunt- 
ing expedition  in  Sunflower  county,  Mississippi,  When 
the  frolic  was  over  he  decided  to  remain  there  and  fol- 
lowed rafting  on  the  Yazoo  river  for  a  time,  making 
one  trip  down  the  big  river  to  New  Orleans.  He 
drifted  back  to  Mississippi  again,  and  in  1868  he  made 
a  crop  in  Madison  county,  that  state,  as  a  farm  hand 
on  a  plantation.  The  next  year  he  went  to  his  old 
home  in  Leake  county,  Mississippi,  and  there  spent  a 
year  on  the  plantation,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he 
came  out  to  Texas  with  several  Mississippi  families  of 
his  home  vicinity,  the  group  including  the  Weir  family, 
S.  B.  Blackman  and  Dave  Wilson,  all  of  whom  have 
posterity  in  the  state  today. 

Mr.  Cole  was  twenty-one  years  old  then,  and  he  came 
to  Texas  in  the  garb  of  a  workman,  and  without  a 
penny  in  his  pockets,  for  he  had  ' '  gathered  no  moss ' ' 
in  his  four  years  of  rolling  about  from  point  to  point 
after  the  war.  He  took  a  "job"  at  wood  cutting,  at 
a  daily  wage  of  one  dollar  and  a  half,  and  his  next 
work  was  that  of  well  digger.  He  then  turned  his  hand 
to  cotton-picking,  and  he  finally  went  into  the  ranching 
field  with  a  cowman,  and  he  worked  in  that  capacity 
during  1870  and  1871.  The  next  year  he  spent  in  farm- 
ing, and  in  December  of  1872,  he  married,  and  engaged 
regularly  in  farming,  for  he  decided  that  matrimony 
carried  with  it  the  added  duty  of  settling  down  to  a 
regular  business.  In  1908  Mr.  Cole  left  off  his  farming 
activities,  and  moved  to  Franklin,  after  years  of  suc- 
cessful contact  with  the  soil,  and  he  has  here  been 
active  and  prominent  in  the  operation  of  the  city  tele- 
phone system. 

The  Franklin  Telephone  Exchange  may  be  said  to 
have  come  into  the  Cole  family  soon  after  its  establish- 
ment, and  for  the  past  seven  years  Mr.  Cole  has  had 
the  active  management  of  it  himself.  The  company 
comprises  R.  M.  and  R.  W.  Cole,  F.  S.  Estes,  Thos. 
Rushing  and  J.  L.  Goodman.  The  exchange  covers  the 
country  for  miles  around  Franklin  and  connects  the 
county  seat  practically  to  every  community  in  the  county. 

In  1912  Mr.  Cole  was  elected  to  the  office  of  mayor 
of  the  city,  and  he  is  distinguished  as  being  the  first 
man  to  hold  that  office.  He  was  associated  in  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  city  with  R.  M. 
Duffery  and  W.  T.  Maris,  the  other  members  of  the  com- 
mission, and  is  now  a  member  of  the  commission,  with 
E.  M.  Duffery  and  Mr.  H.  Porter.  He  acquitted  him- 
self creditably  as  the  head  of  the  commission,  and 
proved  himself  a  wise  and  efficient  official  of  the  city, 
his  service  measuring  well  up  to  the  highest  standards 
of  citizenship  recognized  and  demanded  in  the  county. 

In  1872  Mr.  Cole  married  Miss  Margaret  Graham,  a 
daughter  of  John  Graham,  who  came  to  Texas  as  early 
as  f836,  settling  finally  in  Robertson  county  and  engag- 
ing in  business  as  a  land  dealer.  His  wife  was  Mar- 
garet Roach,  a  Virginia  girl,  and  Mrs.  Cole  was  one  of 
their  five  children.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  were  born 
four  children,  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  but  only  one 
son  is  living,  Robert  W.,  of  Franklin.  He  married 
Lizzie  Taylor,  and  is  the  father  of  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Estes  and  Fred. 

John  M.  Melson.  One  of  the  ablest  lawyers,  and 
one  of  the  best  known  men  in  politics  in  northeast  Texas 
is  John  M.  Melson,  of  Sulphur  Springs,  who  has  been 
identified  with  the  Texas  bar  for  twenty-four  years,  and 
has  had  many  important  relations  with  his  profession 
and  with  public  affairs  in  the  state. 

He  belongs  to  an  old  family,  originally  located  in 
Georgia,  and  for  nearly  sixty  years  resident  in  Texas. 
His  father  was  Aladdin  T.  Melson,  of  Pieton,  Texas, 
who  was  born  in  Coweta  county,  Georgia,  in  1826,  came 
to  Texas  in   1854,  and  settled  in  the  community  where 
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he  now  lives.  His  education  was  one  of  tiie  country 
school  order,  and  as  a  Confederate  soldier,  he  was  in 
Captain  E.  F.  Askew 's  company.  His  regiment  served 
in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and  among  his  bat- 
tles were  those  of  Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill  and  Yellow 
Bayou.  He  passed  through  the  service  without  wounds 
or  capture.  He  was  a  slave  holder  before  the  war  and 
a  modest  farmer  since.  He  has  always  been  actively 
interested  in  politics  as  a  Democrat,  though  no  office 
seeker.  He  is  a  Baptist,  but  has  no  fraternal  affilia- 
tions. 

The  paternal  grandfatlier  was  Appleton  Melson,  who 
was  one  of  the  extensive  old-time  planters  and  big  slave 
holders  in  Coweta  county,  Georgia.  His  first  wife  was 
a  Miss  Sims,  and  he  was  again  married.  His  children 
were  Aladdin  T.,  Mary  Penelope,  wife  of  Lee  Houston 
of  Georgia;  William,  who  died  in  Georgia;  and  two 
daughters,   now  deceased. 

Aladdin  T.  Melson,  the  father,  married  Martha  M. 
Eansome,  whose  father  Samuel  Ransome  was  also  a 
planter  and  holder  of  a  large  force  of  bondmen  of  the 
south.  Samuel  Eansome  was  twice  married,  both  his 
wives  being  Askew  sisters.  Mrs.  A.  T.  Melson  died  in 
1909,  the  mother  of  William  C,  of  Picton,  Texas; 
James  A.,  of  Oklahoma  City;  John  M.,  of  Sulphur 
Springs,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Ticer  of  Picton. 

John  M.  Melson  spent  his  youth  on  the  farm,  and 
obtained  his  higher  education  in  the  schools  of  Sulphur 
Springs  and  in  academic  work  in  the  University  of 
Texas.  He  also  took  the  law  course  at  the  University, 
graduating  in  the  law  department  in  1888.  His  first 
practical  work  was  a  country  school  teacher  of  Hop- 
kins county,  but  this  work  yielded  to  the  law.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1889,  by  Judge  Terhune,  and 
among  his  examining  committee  were  Judge  Templeton, 
J.  S.  Whittle  and  John  W.  Cranford.  He  formed  a 
partnership  with  the  last  named,  under  the  title  of 
Melson  &  Cranford,  after  he  had  begun  and  conducted 
his  practice  alone  for  a  short  while.  His  first  case  as 
an  attorney  was  defending  Dr.  Chapman,  who  was 
charged  with  disturbing  a  religious  meeting.  The  trial 
resulted  in  clearing  the  doctor.  His  practice  since  that 
time  has  inchided  some  of  the  big  land  suits  of  the 
county,  and  a  mass  of  other  litigations.  In  the  suit  of 
Hendricks  versus  Mrs.  Jeffries,  for  an  heir's  part  of  an 
estate,  covering  the  town  site  of  Como,  Texas,  he  was 
the  attorney  for  the  defense,  which  won  the  case  after 
two  years  and  after  it  had  been  carried  to  the  supreme 
court. 

In  polities  Mr.  Melson  is  a  Democrat.  He  was 
elected  to  the  twenty-first  legi.slature  in  1888,  and  suc- 
ceeded Col.  B.  M.  Camp.  He  was  returned  in  the 
twenty-second  and  twenty-third  sessions,  and  had  the 
chairmanship  of  the  committees  on  education,  engrossed 
bills,  and  of  .judiciary  committee  jS^o.  2.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  special  committee  to  investigate  the  penal 
institutions,  and  had  other  committee  assignments.  In 
the  senatorial  election,  during  his  term,  he  voted  for 
Culberson,  and  for  Chilton  instead  of  for  R.  Q.  Mills, 
the  latter  having  been  elected.  He  put  Joe  Bailey  in 
the  field  for  senator  by  casting  a  complimentary  vote 
for  him. 

In  1898  Mr.  Melson  was  elected  county  attorney,  and 
held  that  office  for  one  term.  He  served  on  the  state 
executive  committee  of  his  party,  and  has  been  chair- 
man of  his  county  committee.  In  1908  he  campaigned 
in  Support  of  Senator  Bailey,  for  delegate  at  large  to 
the  Democratic  National  Cniivention  at  Denver.  Aside 
from  his  large  practice  and  other  interests.  Mr.  Melson 
i.s  one  of  the  directors  of  the  First  State  Bank  of  Sul- 
phur Springs,  has  the  place  of  assistant  cashier  in  the 
bank,  and  also  represents  it  as  attorney. 

January  18.  1900,  Mr.  Melson  married  Miss  Fru 
Lanier,  daughter  of  W.  A.  Lanier,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
man, who  married  Miss  Lou  Potter,  a  sister  of  Judge 
Potter  of  Gainesville,  Texas.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melson  have 


one  daughter  Margarite,  who  was  born  in  1903.  Mr. 
Melson  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  clerk  of  the 
Baptist  church  at  Sulphur  Springs. 

Benjamin  F.  Looney.  No  citizen  of  the  Lone  Star 
state  has  manifested  greater  civic  loyalty  and  apprecia- 
tion or  more  enthusiastically  put  forth  efforts  in  fur- 
therance of  its  civic  and  industrial  progress  than  the 
present  attorney  general  of  the  commonwealth,  Hon. 
Benjamin  F.  Looney,  who  was  elected  to  this  important 
post  in  November,  1912,  and  who  has  held  other  offices 
of  distinctive  public  trust.  He  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive members  of  the  Texas  bar  and  has  maintained  his 
home  in  this  state  since  his  childhood  days. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Looney  was  born  in  Bossier  par- 
ish, Louisiana,  on  the  19th  of  September,  1859,  and  is 
a  son  of  B.  F.  and  Josephine  (Frith)  Looney,  both  rep- 
resentative of  stanch  old  southern  families.  Within 
a  short  period  after  his  father's  death  he  accompanied 
his  widowed  mother  to  Texas,  where  the  family  home 
was  established  in  Marion  county.  There  he  was  reared 
to  the  sturdy  disciijline  of  farm  and  country  life  and 
after  availing  himself  of  the  local  schools  he  continued 
his  studies  in  the  high  school  at  Daingerfield,  Morris 
county,  the  principal  of  the  school  at  that  time  having 
been  Professor  Matthews,  who  was  for  many  years  a 
distinguished  figure  in  educational  circles  in  this  state. 
Thereafter  Mr.  Looney  passed  two  years  in  the  literary 
or  academic  department  of  the  University  of  Missis- 
sippi, at  Oxford,  and  in  preparation  for  his  profession 
he  then  entered  the  law  department  of  Cumberland 
University,  at  Lebanon,  Tennessee,  in  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1882  and 
from  which  he  received  bis  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
Admitted  to  the  Texas  bar  immediately  after  his 
graduation,  General  Looney  established  an  office  at 
Greenville,  the  judicial  center  of  Hunt  county,  where  his 
practice  developed  into  one  of  most  representative  order, 
giving  him  precedence  as  one  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  bar  of  northeastern  Texas.  He  has  maintained  his 
home  in  the  city  of  Greenville  during  the  intervening 
years. 

Mr.  Looney  is  a  recognized  leader  in  the  councils 
and  activities  of  the  Democratic  party  in  Texas  and  has 
been  a  most  zealous  and  effective  advocate  of  its  prin- 
ciples and  policies.  His  eligibility  for  offices  of  high 
public  trust  has  not  lacked  for  popular  recognition,  and 
he  has  served  in  both  branches  of  the  state  legislature, 
having  represented  the  Fifth  Senatorial  District,  im-hid- 
ing  Hunt  county,  in  the  state  senate  in  the  twenty-uiuth 
and  thirtieth  general  a.ssemblies  of  the  legislature, 
1905-7,  and  having  filled  an  unexpired  term  in  the  house 
in  the  thirty-first  assembly,  in  1910.  In  the  legislature 
he  proved  a  most  active  working  member  and  soon  rose 
to  prominence  in  the  senate,  in  which  he  served  as  a 
member  of  a  number  of  the  most  important  committees, 
including  the  judiciary  committee,  of  which  he  was 
chairman.  His  record  was  marked  by  earnest  devotion 
to  the  state  and  ils  iHiipli'.  It  should  be  specially  noted 
that  he  was  tin/  .mtlMii  ,,f  the  first  emploj'ers'  liability 
bill  introduced  int"  ilic  Trxiis  legislature  and  that  he  has 
at  all  times  aitivi-ly  suppurtcd  measures  projected  for 
the  benefit  of  organized  labor.  A  summary  of  Mr. 
Looney 's  effective  service  in  the  legislature  was  given 
in  a  recent  number  of  the  Greenville  Herald,  and  the 
estimate,  well  worthy  of  reproduction  in  this  connection, 
is  here  given  with  but  minor  paraphrase: 

' '  No  man  in  the  state  is  held  in  higher  esteem  by  his 
friends  and  neighbors  who  know  him  best  than  Benjamin 
F.  Looney.  He  has  been  for  many  years  a  student  of 
public  affairs  in  this  state  and  is  as  well  versed  in  mat- 
ters of  statecraft  as  our  ablest  public  men.  In  the 
practice  of  law,  his  chosen  profession,  he  has  achieved 
a  splendid  reputation.  As  a  public  speaker  and  debater 
he  has  few  if  any  superiors  in  the  state.     He  served  this 
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district  in  the  state  senate  in  the  twenty-ninth  and  thir- 
tieth legislatures  and  during  this  brief  period  rendered 
distinguished  service  in  behalf  of  the  entire  state.  At 
the  time  of  his  election,  though  not  forbidden  by  law, 
he  refused  to  accept  or  use  free  passes  on  railroads  or 
franks  from  telegraph  and  telephone  companies.  He 
was  the  author  of  the  original  free-pass  law.  He  was 
the  author  of  the  anti-nepotism  law,  which  prevents  a 
public  officer  from  appointing  his  relatives  to  public 
office.  He  was  the  author  of  the  present  law  which 
prohibits  all  corporations  from  using  their  funds  or 
means  to  influence  elections  in  this  state.  He  was  also 
the  author  of  the  law  which  requires  corporations  to 
have  the  full  amount  of  their  capital  stock  in  good  faith 
subscribed  and  fifty  per  cent  annually  paid  in,  thus 
preventing  the  formation  of  wildcat  companies  which 
are  organized  only  for  the  purpose  of  fleecing  the  public 
in  the  sale  of  worthless  stock.  He  was  the  author  of 
the  first  insolvent-corporation  law  ever  put  on  the  stat- 
ute books  of  the  state,  and  this  law  gives  to  the  attorney 
general  the  power  to  forfeit  the  charters  of  all  such 
corporations. 

"During  the  pendency  of  the  ease  of  the  state  of 
Texas  versus  the  Waters-Pierce  Oil  Company  he  ascer- 
tained that  important  testimony  without  the  state  could 
be  obtained  if  the  attorney  general  were  given  the  power 
by  law  to  take  testimony  by  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
missioner without  the  state.  He  at  once  prepared  and 
introduced  such  a  statute,  and  the  same  was  passed. 
Immediately  thereafter  this  law  bore  valuable  fruit,  for 
under  its  provisions  the  attorney  general  secured  the 
appointment  of  a  commissioner  in  the  state  of  New 
York  to  take  testimony  in  this  case,  to  oust  the  Waters- 
Pierce  Oil  Company.  It  was  mainly  testimony  procured 
under  this  law  that  enabled  the  state  to  secure  judg- 
ment for  over  one  and  one-half  million  dollars  and  to 
oust  this  company  from  doing  business  in  Texas.  No 
more  important  piece  of  legislation  or  one  productive  of 
better  results  than  this  law  has  been  enacted  in  recent 
years,  and  in  considering  the  splendid  victory  won  by 
the  attorney  general  in  that  case  due  credit  should  be 
given  Mr.  Looney  for  his  admirable  work  in  placing 
upon  the  statute  books  the  law  by  virtue  of  which  the 
principal  evidence  in  this  case  was  secured.  One  of  the 
most  splendid  victories  secured  by  him  was  in  effecting 
the  passage  of  the  one-board  medical  bill.  Prior  to  the 
passage  of  this  law  each  session  of  the  legislature  was 
characterized  more  or  less  by  bickerings  and  jealousies 
of  the  different  schools  of  medicine.  This  act  places 
the  entire  medical  profession,  including  all  the  schools, 
under  one  board,  which  may  be  composed  of  members 
of  the  different  schools,  and  thus  a  very  troublesome 
question  was  settled.  The  practical  working  of  the  law 
has  been  to  elevate  the  standard  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion in  the  state. 

"Perhaps  the  most  distinguished  service  rendered  by 
Mr.  Looney  while  a  member  of  the  senate  was  along 
moral  lines.  During  his  term  of  service  he  did  more 
to  perfect  and  strengthen  the  local-option  law  than  any 
other  member  of  that  body.  He  was  the  author  of  the 
felony  feature  of  the  gambling  law.  which  has  made 
public  gambling  a  thing  of  the  past  in  Texas.  He  had 
secured  the  passage  of  this  law  by  the  senate  prior  to 
the  assassination  of  Jeff  McLain,  the  county  attorney  of 
Tarrant  county.  The  bill  was  pending  in  the  house  of 
representatives  at  the  time  McLain  was  killed  by  a 
gambler,  and  thus  its  final  passage  was  rendered  easy 
and  met  with  practically  no  opposition. ' ' 

The  foregoing  quotations  measurably  indicate  the 
broad  and  well  taken  opinions  of  Mr.  Looney  concerning 
matters  of  public  importance,  and  his  standing  as  a 
legislator  and  as  a  lawyer  marked  him  as  specially  eligi- 
ble for  the  ofiSee  of  attorney  general  of  the  state,  to 
which  position  he  was  elected  in  November,  1912,  and 
to  which  he  brings  most  admirable  equipment,  ability 
and  civic  loyalty.     In  the  primary  election  he  defeated 


two  strong  and  well  supported  candidates,  and  in  the 
popular  election  he  rolled  up  a  most  gratifying  majority 
at  the  polls.  He  assumed  the  duties  of  office  in  January, 
191.3,  and  his  administration  is  creditable  to  himself 
an<l   of  benefit  to  the  state  which  he  represents. 

Mr.  Looney  married  Miss  Eobena  Pender,  at  Green- 
ville, Texas,  on  March  17th,  1887.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  H.  B.  and  Frances  (Sharkman)  Pender,  of 
Jacksonville,  Texas.  And  they  have  the  following 
children:  Lawrence  P.  Looney,  "a  farmer  of  Commerce, 
Texas;  Mai  Fair,  who  married  F.  S.  Ashburn,  a  mer- 
chant of  Emory,  Texas;  and  Benjamin  F.  Looney,  Jr., 
a  student.  Mr.  Looney  has  taken  the  Blue  Lodge, 
Chapter  and  Commandery  degrees  in  Masonry. 

Major  William  H.  Long.  No  city  in  America  is  so 
fortunately  situated  as  El  Paso  in  possessing  a  com- 
bination of  climatic  conditions  and  many  of  the  finest 
business  and  industrial  resources  found  anywhere  in  the 
country.  This  combination  of  climate  and  business  has 
attracted  many  enterprising  citizens,  and  one  of  the 
most  conspicuous  of  these  is  Major  Long,  who  has  been 
a  resident  of  El  Paso  for  twenty-seven  years,  is  one  of 
the  largest  owners  of  city  property,  and,  though  now 
retired,  has  always  been  a  leader  in  business  and  civic 
undertakings. 

William  H.  Long  is  a  native  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, having  been  born  in  London,  in  Franklin  county, 
October  21,  1839.  His  father  was  Jacob  Long,  also  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  Scottish  descent,  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  who  had  a  moderately  successful  career 
and  who  died  in  1843.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother 
was  Mary  Springer,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  her 
family  being  of  Dutch  stock.  She  had  one  daughter  by 
her  first  marriage,  and  there  were  two  sons  and  one 
daughter  by  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Jacob  Long.  Major 
Long  had  his  early  educational  advantages  in  the  schools 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Illinois,  his  mother  and  family 
having  moved  out  to  the  latter  state  when  he  was  a 
child.  He  never  got  any  further  than  the  common 
schools  and  gave  up  his  studies  of  books  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  and  from  that  forward  was  familiarized  by 
constant  practice  with  men  and  affairs.  On  leaving 
school  his  first  regular  employment  was  as  a  clerk  in 
a  general  store  at  Mt.  Carroll,  Illinois,  where  he  received 
the  moderate  wages  of  .$10.00  per  month.  His  occupa- 
tion at  the  beginning  of  this  work  was  as  a  chore  boy, 
and  during  the  four  years  spent  in  the  store  he  famil- 
iarized himself  with  the  stock  and  all  the  details  of  the 
business,  and  his  next  position,  in  1860,  was  in  the  Car- 
roll County  Bank.  In  1864  this  bank  was  organized  as 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Mt.  Carroll,  and  from  a 
clerkship  he  was  promoted  through  the  different  grades, 
remained  with  the  bank  for  fifteen  years  and  during  the 
last  five  years  was  assistant  cashier  and  one  of  the  stock- 
holders. In  187.5  he  sold  out  his  interest  in  real  estate, 
farms  and  stocks  in  and  around  Mt.  Carroll,  Illinois, 
and  moved  to  the  city  of  Chicago.  He  there  became 
connected  with  the  commission  and  brokerage  business, 
which  he  continued  for  eight  years  with  fair  success. 
Then,  in  association  with  other  Chicago  men,  he  became 
interested  in  a  zinc  mine  at  Knox^-ille,  Tennessee,  and 
moved  to  that  city  as  manager  of  the  enterprise.  After 
'•■everal  years  he  moved  out  to  San  Francisco,  California, 
on  account  of  his  wife's  ill  health.  During  the  four 
years  he  spent  on  the  Pacific  coast,  he  was  not  engaged 
in  any  particular  business. 

From  San  Francisco,  Mr.  Long  came  to  El  Paso  In 
1886  so  that  he  has  been  a  resident  of  this  city  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  has  witnessed 
practically  its  development  from  a  frontier  village  to  a 
city  of  50,000.  He  invested  heavily  in  real  estate  during 
the  early  years  of  his  residence,  when  property  was  sold 
at  only  a 'fraction  of  its  present  value,  and  thus  became 
owner  of  some  of  the  best  lots  and  improved  blocks  in 
the  downtown  district  of  the  city.     During  these  years 
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Mr.  Long  has  itientifieil  himself  with  a  number  of  El 
Paso 's  conspicuous  undertakings.  In  1905  he  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  El  Paso  Brewing  Association, 
of  which  he  is  now  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  his  son, 
Ralph  Walter  Long,  is  president.  From  1893  to  1900 
Major  Long  was  the  sole  o"ner  of  the  El  Paso  Abstract 
and  Loan  Company.  For  many  years  he  has  been  affili- 
ated with  the  Masonic  Order  and  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  but  has  taken  no  active  part  in  fraternal  mat- 
ters in  recent  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  El  Paso 
Champer  of  Commerce,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican. 
He  is  now  retired  and  enjoying  the  comforts  of  a  well 
.spent  life  at  his  home  at  1028  Olive  street.  Major  Long 
was  married  at  Mt.  Carroll,  Illinois,  December  9,  1867, 
to  Miss  Julia  A.  Marston,  who  was  born  in  the  state  of 
Maine.  Mrs.  Long  died  July  7,  1887,  at  El  Paso,  when 
about  forty-two  years  of  age.  Ralph  W.  Long  the  older 
■of  the  two  children,  runs  the  largest  chicken  ranch  in 
the  country,  is  also  the  owner  of  the  Long  Lumber 
Company  and  president  of  the  El  Paso  Brewing  Com- 
pany at  El  Paso.  He  was  married  at  (juincy,  Illinois,  to 
Edith  Ann  Shetler.  Nina  D.  Long,  the  second  child  of 
Mr.  Long,  is  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Grayson,  now  a  resident 
of  Canutillo,  Texas.  On  October  10,  1911,  Major  Long 
married  Annie  L.  Bates,  who  was  born  in  Athens,  Ala- 
bama, a  daughter  of  William  Waldrep. 

Otto  Herold.     Not  in  one  day  is  the  reputation   of 
a  large  hotel  built  up   and  extended  throughout   a  state 
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the  Oriental  was  supreme  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago, 
so  it  is  today,  apace  with  the  growing  development  and 
improvement  all  over  this  country.  The  new  Oriental 
is  one  of  the  finest  hotels  in  the  south,  and  in  recent 
years  its  equipment  and  service  have  been  improved  and 
extended  far  beyond  any  point  reached  in  previous 
years.  This  modern  improvement  of  the  Oriental  is 
largely  due  to  the  general  manager,  who  has  directed 
the  workings  of  this  hotel  for  the  past  seven  or  eight 
years.  Mr.  Otto  Herold  through  his  connection  with  the 
Oriental  is  one  of  the  ablest  hotel  men  of  the  south,  and 
for  this  reason,  and  for  his  public  spirited  activities  in 
other  directions  is  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Dallas. 
Otto  Herold,  first  vice-president  and  general  manager 
of  the  Oriental  Hotel  Association,  also  president  of  the 
Oriental  Laundry  Company,  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, October  9,  1875.  His  father  was  Commodore 
Ferd  Herold,  who  was  born  in  Wiesbaden,  Germany, 
and  came  to  America  in  1851.  He  first  located  at  a 
town  in  Illinois,  where  he  started  a  bottling  works,  and 
was  first  postmaster,  and  in  1869  came  to  St.  Louis, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  Mississippi  River  Steamboat 
business.  He  built  the  large  and  commodious  steam- 
boat the  Cherokee  and  Ferd  Herold,  after  which  the 
Cherokee  was  sold  to  the  Eagle  Packet  Company,  and 
lier  name  changed  to  the  City  of  Chester.  The  Ferd 
Herold  is-  still  running  regular  trips  up  and  down  the 
river. 

Otto  Herold  received  his  education  in  the  St.  Louis 
public  schools,  and  in  Smith's  Academy  of  that  city, 
and  on  completing  his  education  in  the  Academy  took  a 
position  with  the  Cherokee  Packet  Company  as  clerk. 
After  four  years  of  that  experience  he  became  a  trav- 
eling salesman  for  the  house  of  David  Nicholson  &  Com- 
pany, in  the  wholesale  grocery  trade.  He  represented 
this  house  over  a  large  territory,  and  was  an  energetic 
and  successful  salesman  for  five  years.  He  then  was 
given  the  place  of  paying  teller  for  the  Lincoln  Trust 
Company  of  St.  Louis,  and  held  that  office  for  five  years. 
No  position  in  banking  requires  greater  skill  and  quick 
knowledge  of  mankind  than  that  of  paying  teller,  and 


in  his  position  during  that  five  years  Mr.  Herold  han- 
dled many  millions  of  dollars,  and  established  a  record 
among  the  men  of  his  profession  for  the  ability  to  serve 
at  almost  lightning  speed  a  long  line  of  people  waiting 
to  have  their  checks  cashed.  All  this  he  could  attend  to 
without  an  error.  In  1904,  after  leaving  the  bank,  Mr. 
Herold  came  to  Dallas  as  an  accountant  for  the  Oriental 
Hotel  Association.  He  was  made  manager  in  1905,  and 
has  managed  this  establishment  to  the  present  time, 
having  since  been  elected  to  the  office  of  first  vice  presi- 
dent. 

It  was  during  the  period  of  his  management  that  the 
old  Oriental  Hotel  has  undergone  its  chief  improve- 
ments. When  he  came  to  Dallas  the  hotel  was  very- 
much  as  it  had  been  for  many  years,  although  even  then 
known  all  over  Texas  as  the  one  standard  hotel.  Both 
on  the  outside  and  inside  the  Oriental  has  undergone 
many  changes  since  then.  The  interior  has  been  remod- 
eled throughout  and  the  cost  of  remodeling  has  been 
about  $100,000,  and  as  a  result  the  Oriental  Hotel  has 
become  one  of  the  best  equipped  structures  of  its  kind 
in  Texas  and  has  resumed  its  old  position  as  one  of 
the  noted  landmarks  of  the  city.     In   1905  Mr.  Herold 
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style,  this  improM'mciit   alone   having  cost   over  $90,000. 

In  1906  Mr.  ll.-mM  myanized  the  Oriental  Laundry 
Company,  Imoi  |h.i.iI,.(1,  witli  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000. 
This  company  has  i-staMished  in  Dallas  the  most  up-to- 
date  laundry  plant  in  the  entire  state,  and  it  has  facili- 
ties for  taking  care  of  not  only  all  the  hotel  laundry, 
but  for  general  patronage,  and  has  done  a  large  busi- 
ness since  its  establishment.  Mr.  Herold  became  presi- 
dent of  this  company  at  its  beginning. 

It  is  largely  due  to  Jlr.  Herold  that  the  Adolphus 
Hotel  was  brought  to  Dallas.  The  commission  com- 
mittee of  Dalla.s,  in  its  desire  to  establish  another  hotel 
in  the  city,  cooperated  and  advised  with  Mr.  Herold,  to 
whom  it  submitted  its  general  plans.  After  this,  Mr. 
Herold  went  to  St.  Louis  to  see  Mr.  Busch,  and  that 
great  capitalist,  after  Mr.  Herold  "s  full  explanation, 
was  convinced  of  the  possibility  of  such  a  project,  and 
soon  after  purchased  the  site  for  the  erection  of  the 
hotel.  The  hotel  building,  as  every  one  knows,  is  one 
of  the  lofty  and  beautiful  structures  in  the  Dallas  busi- 
ness district,  and  one  of  the  finest  hotel  buildings  any- 
where in  the  country.  When  the  building  had  been  fully 
completed,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herold  superintended  the  fur- 
nishing of  the  hotel  throughout,  even  designing  the 
kitchen,  which  is  one  of  the  most  modern  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Otto  Herold  married  Miss  Carolyn  Bodmer,  a 
daughter  of  William  Bodmer  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  They 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Alvin  W.  Herold,  who  was 
born  October  27,  1903. 

Edward  H.  Reed.  One  of  the  best  equipped  archi- 
tects both  in  experience  and  in  the  technical  points  of 
the  profession  in  Central  Texas  is  Edward  H.  Reed, 
who  since  1912  has  been  in  the  independent  practice  of 
his  vocation  at  Waco. 

The  only  child  of  his  parents,  Edward  H.  Reed  was 
born  at  Newport,  Kentucky,  August  2,  1883.  Charles 
H.  Reed,  his  father,  was  born  at  Newport,  in  1848.  was 
a  painter  and  decorator,  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
six  years.  The  mother  was  Nellie  Marsalles,  born  at 
Newport  in  1854.  Edward  H.  Reed  was  educated 
chieflv  nt  rinciniinti,  Ohin,  and  grnduntcd  from  the  Ohio 
Mci-liiiiiirs  Tn-titiit,'  an.!  fn.m  the  Cincinnati  Technical 
Scliodl    in     l;iii:;,    havni;;-    ,i mroi trii I .■.!    ninst    of   his   work 
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years  lie  worked  as  a  draftsinaii  with  several  large  elec- 
trical   manufacturing    and    engineering    companies.      In 
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1908  he  came  to  Texas,  and  locating  at  Fort  Worth  was 
engaged  in  the  architectural  department  of  the  well 
known  firm  of  Saeger  &  Staats  for  three  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  the  company  sent  him  to  Waco  to  take 
the  management  of  its  local  office,  and  after  one  year 
he  set  up  in  business  for  himself  and  has  since  enjoyed 
a  good  practice  as  an  architect  and  construction  engi- 
neer. 

Mr.  Eeed  was  married  at  Newport,  Kentucky,  June  3, 
1904,  to  Miss  Miranda  M.  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Otto 
Smith,  now  a  banker  of  Deming,  New  Mexico.  They 
have  one  child,  Edward  H.  Jr.  Mr.  Reed  afSliates  with 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Fra- 
ternal Order  of  Eagles,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the 
Waco  Maennerchor,  the  Deutscher  Central  Verein,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Young  Men 's  Business 
League,  the  Ad  Men's  Club,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Real  Estate  Exchange,  the  Firemen's  Association, 
and  is  a  member  and  trustee  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Progressive  Republican.  He  stands 
high  among  Waco's  business  men,  and  at  the  age  of 
thirty  years  has  accomplished  a  success  which  many  men 
ten  years  older  would  well  envy. 

Frank  H.  Robinson,  a  resident  of  Sabine,  Jefferson 
County,  Texas,  was  born  at  Newton,  Texas,  September 
26,  18.56.  He  received  a  limited  education,  studied  law, 
and  in  1878  became  the  publisher  of  the  "News-Boy" 
newspaper,  at  Jasper,  TAas.  He  has  since  published 
various  newspapers  and  supplied  industrial  correspond- 
ence to  numerous  publications,  endeavoring  to  advance 
East  Texas  to  its  proper  place  industrially.  He  located 
at  Sabine  in  1898,  a3  a  publisher,  but  ceased  publishing 
in  1904,  and  became  manager  for  the  Sabine  Land  & 
Improvement  Company,  the  latter  owning  large  land 
and  townSite  interests.  Under  his  management  Sabine 
has  become  the  largest  sulphur  export  point  in  the 
world,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  oil  export  and  import 
points  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  as  also  a  port  at  which 
vast  quantities  of  lumber  and  other  Southern  and  West- 
ern products  tranship  to  and  from  laud  and  sea.  Mr. 
Robinson  is  local  representative  for  the  Houston  Oil 
Company  of  Texas,  the  East  Texas  Oil  Company,  and 
for  a  number  of  private  interests  holding  big  land  inter- 
ests   in   East   Texas    and   especially   in    the   vicinity    of  • 


Capt.  Wilet  Pickens  Brown.  A  prominent  factor 
in  the  citizenship  of  Texas  since  1849,  when  he  came  to 
the  Lone  Star  commonwealth  as  a  child  of  twelve  years 
with  his  parents,  Capt.  Wiley  Pickens  Brown  is  today 
one  of  the  best  known  men  of  the  eastern  part  of  the 
state.  His  record  in  military  and  civil  life,  as  a  business 
man  and  financier,  as  a  helpful  public-spirited  citizen 
and  in  social  and  fraternal  circles,  has  been  at  all  times 
Bueh  as  to  win  him  the  regard,  esteem  and  confidence 
of  his  fellow  men,  and  no  individual  is  deserving  of 
greater  commendation  for  his  contributions  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  section  in  which  he  has  resided  for  so  many 
years.  He  was  born  in  Tallahachie  county,  Mississippi, 
December  12,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Col.  William  A. 
and  Margaret   (Turbeville)   Brown. 

Col.  William  A.  Brown  was  a  South  Carolinian,  born 
in  Pendleton  District,  in  October,  1805.  His  father, 
David  Porter  Brown,  a  planter,  owned  a  number  of 
slaves  and  moved  out  to  Alabama  when  William  A.  was 
a  boy,  and  lived  in  Lauderdale  county  for  several  years, 
moving  next  to  Mississippi,  where  he  died  in  Tallahachie 
county,  as  did  his  wife.  David  Porter  Brown  died  about 
184.5,    having   reached   the    age   of    about   seventy-three 


years. 


likewise  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  as 


his  wife,  Mary  Anderson,  after  whose  family  the 
noted  Andersonville  was  named.  Grandfather  Brown's 
family  comprised  David,  Joseph,  William  A. ;  Mary, 
who  married  Doctor  Stone;  Julia,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Moses   White,  and  three  other   daughters. 


Col.  William  A.  Brown  was  a  Mississippi  militia 
colonel  during  the  old  training  days  and  served  as  sheriff 
of  Tallahachie  county  for  several  years.  He  was  always 
a  Democrat,  and  after  coming  to  Texas,  in  1849,  was 
elected  treasurer  of  Limestone  county,  prior  to  the  war. 
He  was  located  at  old  Springfield  and  had  many  cattle 
grazing  over  the  prairies.  He  did  not  belong  to  any 
church,  yet  he  believed  strongly  in  their  work  and  died 
a  Christian  man,  in  1869.  In  the  matter  of  Secession 
he  encouraged  it  and  aided  and  abetted  the  cause  of 
the  Confederacy  in  every  possible  way,  furnishing  his 
only  son  of  sutKcient  age  for  a  soldier.  Colonel  Brown 
married  Margaret  Turbeville,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Turbeville,  of  a  French  family  which  settled  in  Louisi- 
ana, its  posterity  drifting  into  Wilkinson  county,  Mis- 
sissippi. Grandfather  Turbeville  was  a  planter  and  mar- 
ried twice,  rearing  children  by  his  first  wife  only,  they 
being:  Mrs.  Brown  and  Jackson  Turbeville,  who  died 
at  twenty-one  3'ears  of  age.  The  children  of  Colonel  and 
Mrs.  Brown  were  as  follows:  Mary,  who  married  J.  J. 
CuUison  and  died  at  Fairfield,  Texas;  William  Pink- 
ney,  who  never  reached  mature  life ;  Capt.  Wiley  P. ; 
Laura  C,  who  died  single;  Elizabeth,  who  married 
A.  L.  Steele  and  died  in  Limestone  county;  Albert  G., 
who  spent  his  life  as  a  farmer  and  died  here ;  Joseph  H., 
who  was  also  a  farmer  and  died  in  Limestone  county, 
and  David  Hudson,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 
The  mother  of  these  children  was  born  in  1816,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

Capt.  Wiley  P.  Brown  grew  up  around  old  Springfield, 
then  the  county  seat  of  Limestone  county,  the  family 
having  made  the  journey  here  by  wagons  and  crossing 
the  Mississippi  river  at  Memphis  on  a  flatboat.  The 
trip  was  made  without  incident  of  unusual  character, 
and  the  company  included  Hudson  Johnson  and  family, 
the  brother-in-law  of  Colonel  Brown.  Captain  Brown 
spent  his  youthful  activities  on  his  father's  ranch  and 
attended  the  log  schoolhouse  of  the  community  and 
before  becoming  of  age  took  a  clerkship  in  a  store  at 
the  county  seat  for  Col.  J.  R.  Henry,  a  wealthy  man  of 
this  section.  He  succeeded  this  employment  as  clerk 
and  bookkeeper  for  Oliver  Brothers  up  to  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  raised  a  company  in  connec- 
tion with  Major  Farrar  and  was  elected  first  lieutenant. 
The  company  rendezvoused  at  Waco  and  was  there  to 
become  a  part  of  Colonel  Parson's  regiment,  but  was 
subsequently  dissolved  by  Captain  Farrar  and  Lieuten- 
ant Brown  then  returned  to  Springfield.  Here  he  at- 
tempted to  join  Wall's  Legion,  forming  at  Galveston, 
but  could  not  get  in  and  subsequently  offered  himself 
as  a  private  in  Captain  Shropshire's  Company,  Colonel 
Nichols'  Regiment.  This  was  a  six  months  regiment 
and  when  his  time  was  up  Captain  Brown  returned  home 
and  found  a  company  organizing,  joined  it,  and  with 
it  marched  to  the  front.  At  Old  Boston  the  company 
was  reorganized  and  Captain  Brown  was  elected  first 
lieutenant  under  Captain  McGee,  Col.  T.  C.  Bass'  Regi- 
ment of  cavalry,  the  Twentieth  Texas.  The  captain  soon 
died  and  Captain  Brown  was  made  captain  of  the  com- 
pany and  remained  so  through  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

From  Old  Boston  the  regiment  went  to  Fort  Smith, 
Arkansas,  then  to  Little  Rock  and  by  forced  march  to 
Arkansas  Post,  but  reached  there  too  late  to  prevent 
its  fall.  The  command  then  joined  Price's  army  in 
Northern  Arkansas  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Prairie  Grove  and  Fayetteville,  and  then  went  back 
again  to  Fort  Smith  and  to  Little  Rock.  It  remained 
there  until  December,  1862,  when  ordered  north  again, 
and  when  it  reached  Van  Buren,  Arkansas,  the  regiment 
was  dismounted,  this  being  the  Twentieth  Texas,  Dis- 
mounted Cavalry,  and  went  into  winter  quarters  at  Fort 
Smith.  In  the  spring  the  regiment  was  assigned  to 
duty  in  the  Indian  Territory,  very  much  to  its  chagrin 
and  regret,  although  it  did  valuable  service  there  for 
some  months,  fighting  the  "Pin"  Indians,  a  tribe  of 
Federals.     Later,   in   July,    1863,    it   engaged   in   battle 
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with  General  Blunt 's  Federal  troops  at  Honey  Springs, 
where  the  regiment  lost  heavily  on  both  sides  in  killed, 
wounded  and  prisobers  taken,  and  was  subsequently 
engaged  in  patrol  and  guard  duty  in  sections  of  the 
country  around  Buffalo  Gap  and  Fort  Washita,  Indian 
nation,  until  ordered  again  into  Louisiana.  The  com- 
mand failed  to  reach  Mansfield  in  time  for  that  cam- 
paign, but  proceeded  on  south  into  Louisiana  and  Texas 
and  was  disbanded  at  Houston. 

Captain  Brown  reached  home  somewhat  discouraged 
and  disheartened  and  little  disposed  to  resume  civil  life 
with  any  certainty  of  success.  He  began  trading  in 
stock,  and  in  the  spring  of  1866  turned  his  attention  to 
merchandise  with  Capt.  J.  W.  Stephens,  his  father-in- 
law.  The  store  was  situated  in  Springfield,  and  the 
firm  of  Stephens  &  Brown  did  business  for  twelve  years 
with  reasonable  success.  About  this  time  the  H.  &  T.  C. 
Eailway  built  through  the  county  and  the  county  seat 
was  removed  to  Groesbeek,  and  in  1878  the  firm  moved 
from  Mexia  to  the  county  seat.  They  closed  out  here 
and  after  an  attempt  to  collect  the  remnant  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  old  firm,  Captain  Brown  entered  political 
life. 

He  was  elected  county  treasurer  of  Limestone  county 
in  1876  and  served  in  that  office  six  years,  and  was  then 
elected  county  clerk,  a  capacity  in  which  he  acted  ten 
years,  succeeding  S.  D.  Walker  and  being  succeeded  by 
J.  F.  Gwines.  On  retiring  from  office,  Captain  Brown 
entered  the  drug  business  with  his  son,  W.  W.  Brown, 
and  the  firm  of  W.  P.  &  W.  W.  Brown  did  business  for 
two  years  when  the  senior  member  sold  out  to  the  junior. 
In  the  meantime  Captain  Brown  had  secured  some  farm- 
ing interests  and  did  something  toward  the  development 
of  farms  from  the  raw  lands  he  owned.  He  also  helped 
to  organize  the  Oliver  Bank  and  was  a  director  of  it  for 
several  years.  In  political  matters  he  has  ever  been  a 
Democrat. 

Captain  Brown  was  married  at  Springfield,  May  25, 
1864.  to  Miss  Mary  Stephens,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  J.  W. 
Stephens  and  Ehoda  (Wilcox)  Stephens,  the  former 
born  in  Georgia  and  the  latter  in  Vermont.  They  came 
from  Mississippi  to  Texa.s,  where  Captain  Stephens  died 
in  1881  and  his  wife  in  1899,  their  children  being: 
Mary;  Lewis;  John;  Martin;  Charley;  Alice,  the  wife 
of  D.  A.  Waller;  and  Clara,  who  married  David  Strain. 
To  Captain  and  Mrs.  Brown  the  following  children  were 
born:  W.  W.,  a  physician  of  Groesbeek;  Wiley  P.,  Jr., 
of  Okmulgee,  Oklahoma;  Porter  P.,  of  Waco;  Frank  F., 
of  Wichita  Falls;  Leslie  L.,  of  Groesbeek;  John,  also  of 
this  place;  Marion  M.,  of  Mexia;  Howard,  who  died 
here  leaving  no  issue ;  Lena  A.,  wife  of  J.  A.  Walker 
of  Groesbeek,  and  Mary  Pearl,  the  wife  of  E.  L.  Keese, 
of  Corsicana. 

Captain  Brown  has  been  a  Mason  since  young  man- 
hood, and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  since  1867,  being  senior  deacon  thereof  and  one 
of  the  oldest  church  members  here.  Mrs.  Brown  died  in 
the  faith  of  this  church,  October  21,  1913. 

Jesse  Necdsous  Pyle,  M.  D.  One  of  the  physicians 
already  well  established  and  with  a  reputation  that  has 
now  extended  beyond  the  immediate  vicinity  is  Dr.  Pyle, 
proprietor  of  the  sanitarium  and  with  a  large  practice 
both  in  medicine  and  surgery. 

Jesse  H.  Pyle  was  born  November  1,  1871,  at  Prince- 
ton, Kentucky,  a  son  of  Jesse  Wilson  and  Harriet  Ellen 
Pyle.  Dr.  Pyle  is  of  cosmopolitan  lineage,  but  of  old 
American  stock.  His  grandmother  was  a  Virginian  and 
a  descendant  of  King  James  I.  His  great-grandfather 
was  a  chief  surgeon  and  served  with  that  rank  under 
Washington  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  name  P.vle 
is  found  throughout  the  United'  States.  Dr.  Pyle's 
mother  was  of  a  southern  family,  and  many  of  its  mem- 
bers were  prominent  planters  and  slaveholders  before 
the  war.  Jesse  W.  P.vle,  the  father,  was  born  in  Illinois, 
while  his  wife  was  a  native  of  Kentucky.     The  father 


was  a  stockman  and  farmer,  and  in  1883  moved  to 
Texas,  locating  in  Fannin  county,  where  he  continued  as 
a  farmer  and  stockraiser  until  a  good  old  age.  On 
retiring  he  lived  with  his  children,  and  died  at  the  home 
of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  William  Wells,  at  Tishmingo, 
Oklahoma,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  in  about  1909. 
The  mother  died  December  13,  1911. 

Dr.  Pyle,  who  was  one  of  the  younger  members  of  the 
family,  was  liberally  educated,  first  in  the  public  schools 
and  later  at  Burleson  College  in  Greenville,  where  he 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science 
in  1897.  He  began  teaching  school  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, teaching  twenty-one  branches.  His  medical  studies 
were  begun  in  Barnes  Medical  College,  St.  Louis,  where 
in  1906  he  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  located  for 
practice  at  Wolfe  City,  Texas,  but  in  1907  interrupted 
his  practice  to  continue  his  studies  in  the  National  Uni- 
versity at  St.  Louis  and  also  took  special  courses  at 
Chicago  and  in  New  York,  after  which,  in  1911,  he 
located  at  Mineral  AVells.  Dr.  Pyle  is  well  equipped 
both  by  talent  and  training  for  the  treatment  of  all 
diseases  in  both  medicine  and  surgery,  and  has  a  two- 
story  sanitarium  at  Mineral  Wells,  with  ample  accom- 
modations, and  with  a  staff  of  trained  assistants  and 
nurses.  A  fact  worthy  of  note  in  this  connection  is  that 
in  the  thirteen  years  which  he  has  served  at  the  operat- 
ing table  he  has  lost  but  one  patient. 

As  to  politics.  Dr.  Pyle  has  always  supported  the 
Democratic  principles.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
his  membership  is  also  found  with  the  Commercial  Club 
of  Mineral  Wells.     His  church  is  the  Baptist. 

At  Wolfe  City,  Texas,  August  19,  1900,  Dr.  Pyle  and 
Miss  Euth  King  were  married.  Mrs.  Pyle  is  a  daughter 
of  John  E.  and  Mary  King,  the  father  a  prominent 
farmer  and  stockman  at  Wolfe  City  and  now  living 
retired  in  Mineral  Wells.  He  came  from  North  Carolina 
to  Texas  about  forty  years  ago.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  the  marriage  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Pyle,  Miss  Faula 
Juanita,  born  June  17,  1901,  and  Tom  Short  Pyle,  born 
November  19,  1906.     Both  are  now  attending  school. 

Dr.  Pyle,  by  reason  of  his  professional  experience, 
declares  that  no  community  has  a  higher  average  of 
health  than  that  of  Mineral  Wells.  He  evidences  the 
fact  that  few  children  die  in  this  community,  and  the 
cemetery  is  filled  with  the  graves  mostly  of  the  aged 
among  the  inhabitants,  while  the  majority  of  deaths  are 
found  among  the  temporary  sojourners,  those  who  have 
delayed  their  coming  to  this  resort  too  long.  Dr.  Pyle 
intends  to  make  Mineral  Wells  his  permanent  home,  and 
with  a  good  practice  and  a  high  standing  among  the 
local  citizenship  has  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with 
career. 

WiLLUM  H.  Whisler.  Former  mayor  of  Eosenberg, 
Mr.  Whisler  is  an  old-time  railroad  man  of  Texas,  and 
is  now  one  of  the  useful  and  energetic  business  men  of 
Fort  Bend  county. 

In  Arcadia,  Hamilton  county,  Indiana,  William  H. 
Whisler  was  born  on  September  IS,  1863.  When  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  came  to  Texas,  and  that 
great  state  has  since  had  no  more  loyal  citizen  than  he. 
He  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Stokes)  Whisler, 
of  German  descent,  and  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
They  moved  to  Indiana  at  an  early  day,  and  the  father 
was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  first  in  'Indiana,  and  later  in 
Jasper  county,  Iowa,  having  moved  there  when  his  son 
William  was  three  years  old.  The  great-grandparents 
of  the  Eosenberg  citizen  came  from  Germany  to  Amer- 
ica, Benjamin  Whisler  lived  an  energetic  and  useful  life, 
though  he  was  a  man  who  never  sought  applause.  He 
and  his  wife  are  buried  at  Prairie  City,  Iowa.  Very 
broad  in  his  religious  views  as  in  everything  else,  the 
father  late  in  life  joined  the  Dunkards  church,  of  which 
the  mother  was  also  a  member. 
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Coming  to  Texas  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  William 
H.  Whisler  began  working  as  a  telegraph  operator  at 
Baldwin,  now  Dunley  station,  west  of  San  Antonio.  He 
had  learned  telegraphy  when  a  young  man,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  oldest  operators  in  the  state.  Subsequently 
he  was  telegraph  operator  and  agent  at  Laeoste,  Hondo, 
D  'Hanis,  Kline,  Uvalde,  Sjioflford  Junction,  and  Thurs- 
ton, for  the  Southern  Pacific  Eailroad  company.  Later 
he  came  east  of  San  Antonio,  being  stationed  at  Con- 
verse, and  then  at  Marion  for  four  and  a  half  years. 
For  some  time  he  was  employed  at  Wfimnr.  While  sta- 
tioned at  that  town,  on  April  22,  IsiU.  lii>  ni:iirii'd  Miss 
Detie  Fisher,  of  Colorado  county,  a  .l:in-linT  of  K.  L. 
and  Mary  (Slack)  Fisher.  Her  fatlu-r  was  a  native  of 
Virginia,  and  her  mother  of  Georgia,  and  both  were  old 
settlers  of  Texas,  in  which  state  they  married.  Mrs. 
Whisler's  great-grandfather,  was  a  German  baron, 
named  Von  Fisher.  For  a  number  of  generations  her 
people  on  both  sides  were  planters  and  slave  holders  in 
the  south.  Her  father  was  a  stock  raiser  on  a  large 
scale,  and  the  paternal  side  of  the  family,  include  many 
merchants,  all  her  uncles  having  followed  that  vocation. 
John  H.  Fisher  of  Waco  was  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  that  city.  Mrs.  Whisler  's  father  is  de- 
ceased, and  her  mother  is  still  living.  The  latter 's 
father,  Thomas  Slack,  lived  to  be  ninety  years  old  and 
was  a  very  wealthy  man. 

Of  the  four  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whisler, 
one  Enid  Marguerite,  died  at  the  age  ol  thirteen.  The 
living  are:  Benjamin  Hudson,  who  is  employed  at 
Texas  City;  Florine  Dillard,  and  Norma,  both  at  home. 

Mr.  Whisler  came  to  Rosenberg  September  12,  1892, 
and  began  service  as  joint  agent  for  the  Galveston.  Har- 
risburg  &  San  Antonio,  the  New  York,  Texas  &  Mexico, 
and  the  Gulf,  Colorado  &  Santa  Fe  Eailroad.  He  held 
that  position  for  ten  and  a  half  years,  after  which  he 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  EosenbSrg, 
until  December  8,  1911.  On  the  latter  date  he  estab- 
lished his  office  in  real  estate,  insurance  and  loans,  and 
has  been  very  successful  along  that  line.  WMe  he  sells 
all  kinds  of  property,  he  deals  chiefly  in  farm  lands,  and 
has  also  some  large  ranch  tracts  in  Mexico.  Mrs.  Whis- 
ler adds  to  the  resources  of  the  family  in  the  occupation 
of   millinery. 

In  1904,  Mr.  Whisler  was  chosen  by  the  citizens  of 
Eosenberg  as  mayor,  and  by  reelection  he  was  retained 
in  this  important  municipal  office  for  six  years.  For 
twelve  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  school  board. 
While  not  a  member  of  any  church,  he  is  active  in  the 
International  Bible  Student  Association.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  Mason  and  is  master  of  the  local  lodge,  and  also 
a  past  master  of  Richmond  Lodge.  He  has  membership 
in  Eiehmond  Chapter  of  the  Eoyal  Arch,  and  is  one  of 
the  board  of  managers  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 
He  has  affiliations  with  the  Modern  Order  of  Pretorians, 
of  which  he  is  past  recorder.  Mr.  Whisler  owns  consid- 
erable land  in  Fort  Bend  county,  and  much  city  real 
estate.  His  wife  is  one  of  the  prominent  social  members 
of  Eosenberg,  and  a  member  of  the  Ladies  Afternoon 
Bridge  Club.  Her  brother,  Thomas  D.  Fisher,  has  been 
the  moving  spirit  in  the  development  of  the  well  known 
Texas  Coast  city.  El  Campo. 

Jeff  T.  Kemp.  The  present  efficient  incumbent  of 
the  Milam  County  Clerk's  Office  needs  no  introduction 
to  the  citizens  of  this  section,  whose  representative  he 
has  been  and  whose  interests  he  has  so  ably  conserved 
during  a  period  of  ten  years.  Born  in  St.  Helena  par- 
ish, Louisiana.  March  29,  1869,  he  is  a  son  of  Dempsey 
and  Mattie  (Taylor)  Kemp.  His  father  was  also  a  native 
of  that  parish,  where  he  was  born  March  19,  1845,  was 
reared  there,  and  entered  the  Confederate  army  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
Louisiana  Eegiment,  which  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg.  After  the  war  he  became  a  merchant  and  farmer 
in   Tangipahoa  parish,   Louisiana.      In   1881   he   came   to 


Texas,  locating  at  Cameron.  At  this  time  he  lived  at 
Houston,  where  he  is  a  member  of  the  clerical  force  of 
the  Texas  Company.  He  comes  of  an  old  and  honored 
family  of  St.  Helena  parish,  which  was  founded  there 
by  Jonathan  Kemp,  the  great-great-grandfather  of  Jeflf 
T.  Kemp,  who  fought  as  a  Eevolutionary  soldier  in  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill  and  afterwards  went  to  Louisiana, 
where  he  took  up  a  farm  which  is  still  owned  by  mem- 
bers of  the  family.  Mattie  (Taylor)  Kemp  was  born 
in  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  in  1842,  and  passed 
away  in  1910,  having  been  the  mother  of  eight  children, 
of  whom  seven  survive;  Ada,  who  married  C.  P.  Dodge, 
secretary  of  the  Texas  Company,  at  Houston ;  Rosa,  who 
married  F.  L.  Adams,  a  lumberman  of  Eunice,  Louisiana; 
Moe,  who  niarri.-.l  Milton  J.  Tu.kor,  a  salesman  of  Hous- 
ton; Deniniic  M.,  \\]u<  is  a  land  lnolior  at  Eugene.  Ore- 
gon; Louis  W..  iiianauiT  of  tlio  [lavin-  .lopartment  of  the 
Texas  Coni|iany  at  Houston;  Lu'-ille,  who  is  engaged  in 
teaching  school  at  Burlington,  Texas;  and  Jefif  T.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Jeff  T.  Kemp  was  given  good  educational  advan- 
tages in  his  youth,  first  attending  the  schools  of  his 
native  state,  "then  the  public  school  of  Cameron,  and 
later  Southwestern  University,  at  Georgetown,  Texas. 
After  leaving  the  latter  institution,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  he  became  a  bookkeeper  in  the  mer- 
cantile establishment  of  his  father,  and  was  thus  en- 
gaged for  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  or  until  elected 
County  Clerk  of  Milam  county,  in  1904.  He  subse- 
quently received  re-election  in"l906,  1908,  1910,  1912 
and  1914,  and  his  entire  service  has  been  characterized 
by  conscientious  devotion  to  duty  and  a,  high  regard 
for  the  responsibilities  of  public  office.  Mr.  Kemp  is 
the  owner  of  a  residence  and  of  some  valuable  farm 
lands  in  Milam  county.  He  is  a  stalwart  Democrat,  and 
among  the  leaders  of  his  party  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  county's  most  influential  men.  his  first  puVdic  service 
being  as  president  of  the  Hogg  Democratic  Club,  organ- 
ized in  1892  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  illustrious 
patriot,  James  Stephen  Hogg.  Fraternally  he  affiliates 
with  the  Masons,  belonging  to  Temple  Commandery  and 
Hella  Shrine,  of  Dallas,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  tlie  Knights  of 
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Mr.  Kemp  was  married  at  Cameron,  December  25, 
1894,  to  Miss  Lina  Eeed  Eogers,  daughter  of  Jefferson 
C.  and  Martha  (Eeed)  Rogers,  and  five  children  have 
been  born  to  this  union:  Dempsey,  who  died  December 
16,  1912,  at  the  age  of  sixteen ;  Jeff  Thompson,  Jr. ; 
Ruth  Rosemary,  and  two  others  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Kemp  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Cameron  and  graduated  from  Baylor  Female  College  of 
Belton  in  1891.  She  taught  school  until  her  marriage 
in  1S94.  Since  her  marriage  she  has  taught  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  the  county  and  served  as  Deputy  County 
Clerk  and  oflS.ce  assistant  to  her  husband. 

Jefferson  C.  Rogers  was  a  native  of  Lawrence  county, 
Tennessee,  and  as  a  young  man  went  to  Tippah  county, 
Mississippi,  where  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Ameri- 
can army  during  the  Mexican  war.  He  returned  to  his 
home  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  and 
in  1852  came  to  Milam  county,  Texas,  and  located  on 
the  Sneed  farm  on  the  Brazos  river,  where  he  soon 
became  well  known  as  a  man  of  worth.  In  1854  he 
was  elected  Sheriff  of  Milam  county,  a  position  which 
he  held  for  four  years,  and  in  1858  was  made  District 
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Clerk  of  the  county,  holding  that  position  until  1860. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  cast  his  sympathies 
with  the  South  and  became  the  organizer  of  the  Milam 
County  Greys,  of  which  he  was  elected  captain,  the  com- 
pany being  assigned  to  the  Fifth  Texas  Eegiment, 
Hood 's  Brigade.  His  service  during  the  struggle  be- 
tween the  North  and  South  was  notable  for  its  gal- 
lantry, and  his  deeds  of  valor  on  a  nuiiiln  r  cif  |.rhi(ij>:il 
battlefields  of  the  war  won  him  proumtii'ii  lii^i  t..  tli.' 
rank  of  major  and  later  to  that  of  litMii.iiMiii  r.^ldncl. 
While  serving  in  the  latter  capacity,  in  cliiiryi'  (it  liis 
regiment  at  the  battle  nt  rhirkiiinauHa,  ho  received  a 
severe  wound.  At  the  il'i-r  nt  ili.'  war  he  returned  to 
Milam  county,  and  in  isiiii  was  elixir. 1  County  Clerk,  but 
owing  to  conditions  brouglit  almut  by  the  war  was  not 
allowed  to  serve.  In  1S72  he  was  ok-ctril  tn  tin'  lii'iidi 
as  Chief  Justice,  and  .served  as  sach  until  Is;,!,  wlini 
he  was  again  elected  County  Clerk,  ami  .milimu-d  in 
that  offii-c  until  l^^^ii.  Colonel  Kogers  died  in  ls85, 
when  Miliiui  county  lost  a  citizen  whose  life  had  done 
much   to   jooiii.ii,'    Its    interests   in   every  way. 

Martha  looil  l;oi;(is  ivas  born  in  Brazos  county, 
Texas,    in     1^11,    Iht    imi.'nts    liomy'    pinncor    settlers    of 

Texas,    rnniin-    tiom    To -siv    to    Toxi.s    with    Kobert- 

son 's  I'olonv  iiinl  lator  sottlin;;  on  i^ittlo  ri\of,  in  what 
is  now  Bell'  cniiity.  of  wlii.li  hor  f.-itlior,  William  Eeed, 
Her  father  was  a  meinlier  of  Sam 
1S36.  She  still  survives  Colonel 
Eogers  and  makes  her  home  at  Cameron  with  her  son- 
in-law  and  daughter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kemp. 

JIadison  James  Poole.  The  incumbent  of  the  office 
of  sheriff  of  Falls  county  since  1906,  Madison  James 
Poole,  has  established  an  admirable  record,  both  be- 
cause of  his  fearlessness  as  an  officer  and  his  high 
executive  talents,  and  through  his  services  has  proved 
markedly  the  value  and  necessity  of  long  practical  train- 
ing for  the  higher  officials  of  county  government.  Al- 
though born  in  Alabama,  he  is  by  long  residence  and 
training  a  thorough  Texan,  with  all  the  energy  and 
practical  ability   which   that   name   implies. 

Sheriff  Poole  was  born  in  Lauderdale  county,  Ala- 
bama, August  20,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  James  M.  and 
Josephine  (Garner)  Poole.  His  father,  also  a  native 
of  Lauderdale  county,  born  in  1836,  moved  to  Tennessee 
in  1873,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  a  long  and 
useful  career  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1902.  The  mother  was  born  in  Tennessee  in 
1839,  and  died  in  1900,  there  havino  boon  niiio  rhildreu 
in  the  family,  as  follows:  Minnio,  wlio  is  -.i  ir-idint  of 
Ardmore,  Oklahoma;  Mtolison  .l:iiiio<,  of  tlii^  ir\iow; 
Lula,  who  is  the  wife  of  \V.  Whito,  marslial  of  Mtms 
field,  Oklahoma;  Ida,  who  married  W.  S.  Rogers,  a  pros- 
perous farmer  of  Mansfield,  Oklahoma ;  George,  who  is 
a  salesman  and  resides  at  Gulfport,  :Mississippi ;  Hattie, 
Bennett  and  Lillian,  who  are  deceased ;  and  Nellie,  who 
is  the  wife  of  E.  T.  Cain,  a  dairyman,  and  resides  at 
Dallas,  Texas. 

Until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  Madison 
J.  Poole  attended  the  public  schools  of  Tennessee,  to 
which  state  he  had  been  taken  by  his  parents  as  a  child 
of  three  years.  He  then  spent-  three  years  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  came  to 
Texas  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Bell  county,  in  which 
vicinity  he  continued  as  a  tiller  of  the  ^oil  for  one 
year.  Mr.  Poole  then  accepted  a  position  woikint;  on 
the  county  roads,  and  after  four  years'  cNpoi  ionn.  in 
Bell  countv  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  con\  n  t  ro:i,|  yimg, 
in  Falls,  where  he  had  his  first  experioiu  .•  m  iliiilmLC 
with  criminals.  He  was  thus  employed  tor  tin  viiiis, 
and  in  1896  came  to  Falls  county.  His  roiintation  as  a 
man  who  could  accomplish  results  had  preceded  him, 
and  here  he  was  given  entire  charge  of  the  grading  crew 
and  of  the  convicts  of  Falls  county,  and  for  ten  years 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  deputy  sheriff.  His  faithful, 
fearless  and  efficient  service  in  this  office  won  him  uni- 


versal commendation  and  in  1906  he  became  the  suc- 
cessful candidate  of  the  Democratic  party  for  the  office 
of  sheriff  of  Falls  county.  Re-elections  have  since  been 
given  him  in  1908,  1910  and  1912,  and  he  has  always 
shown  himself  the  kind  of  an  officer  to  be  depended 
upon  in  the  solving  of  knotty  problems,  of  which  he  has 
taken  lioM  with  determination,  vim  and  bravery.  Sheriff 
Po,,],'  is  III,  urti\('  tiihl  oiiorui'tii-  Democrat,  and  a  hard 
wnvkrv  III  the  iiiiiks  i,f  his  |i.-iity  ill  Falls  county.  His 
lititoriiiil  rioiii.M  tioiis  arc  iMtli  tlio  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
torfivo  (Ji.lof  of  KIks,  tlio  l.i.lopendent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  I'ythias,  and  he  has  a  large 
acquaintance  and  many  friends  throughout  this  section, 
among  men  of  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  life  and  of  aU 
political  parties.  ir(>  owns  his  own  residence  at  Marlin, 
.■mil  liiis  alwtiys  sii|.|ioitod  beneficial  measures,  taking 
ail  toiivo  intorost  in  liiisincss  affairs  as  a  member  of 
the   Cluiiiil.oi    nt    Coinui.ov,..      When   he   takes   a   vacation 
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L.  M.  Ballowe.  Not  yet  thirty  years  of  age,  Mr. 
Ballowe  has  achieved  a  position  which  reflects  credit 
upon  his  steadfastness  of  character  and  purpose.  He  is 
a  young  man  of  able  qualities  of  mind,  and  has  the 
courage  of  his  thought.  Coming  of  an  old  and  illustri- 
ous family  on  both  sides  of  the  house,  his  career  gives 
promise  of  being  in  accord  with  that  of  his  fathers  and 
others  whose  names  and  eft'orts  have  been  identified  with 
much  that   is   wortliy    in    the   Texas  past. 

Leigh  Milli'aii  I '.a  Hour  was  born  in  Brazoria,  Texas, 
October  14,  lss|,  ,iii,|  ,s  the  son  of  John  A.  and  Lillian 
Milliean  Ballowe.  both  parents  being  natives  of  Texas. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Sanniol  Leonard  Smith  Bal- 
lowe, was  one  of  the  early  sottlns  uf  Itrazoria  county, 
and  a  prominent  figure  in  his  .  oininunity.  He  was  pres- 
ent at  the  first  Masonic  meeting  e\er  hciil  in  Texas.  He 
was  a  veteran  of  the  Mexican  war,  and  subsequently 
served  throughout  the  Civil  war  with  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain. Til  Fort  Bend  count.y,  he  was  owner  of  a  large 
lilaiitat  ion.  and  operated  with  slave  labor.  The  paternal 
inn, .St  IV  is  of  English  origin,  and  a  large  estate  in  the 
riollowr    name   is   now  and  for  many  years   has  been    in 
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and  reiii.-iiiicci  on  tl o:ist  fin-  four  or  fi\i'  years  digging 

gold.  He  returned  to  Texas,  and  another  side  of  his 
experience  was  in  driving  cattle  along  the  famous  Chis- 
holm  trail.  He  was  very  successful  in  his  operations, 
both  in  mining  and  in  the  cattle  business,  and  finally 
settled  on  a  large  plantation  in  Brazoria  county,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  raising  of  fast  horses'  and  in 
farming  with  his  large  retinue  of  slaves.  He  bred  and 
raised  on  his  estate  the  famous  running  mare.  Queen 
Esther,  who  broke  the  world's  record"  in  the  early 
eighties.  He  was  elected  county  treasurer  of  Brazoria 
county,  during  the  reconstruction  era.  His  death 
occurred  in  1897.  C.  C.  Milliean  was  a  direct  descend- 
ant of  Col.  Andrew  Milliean  of  Eevolutionary  fame,  and 
one  of  seven  brothers  who  came  to  America  from  Scot- 
land, and  founded  the  family  on  this  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic. These  brothers  were  all  members  of  the  noted 
Scotch  clan  of  Milliean.  The  maternal  grandmother's 
father  was  named  Spencer,  and  was  a  very  large  slave 
holder  in  Texas  during  the  war,  and  three  hundred  of 
his  negroes  were  released  by  the  emancipation  act. 
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John  A.  Ballowe,  the  father  of  L.  M.  Ballowe,  was  an 
attorney  during  his  active  years  and  one  of  the  best 
known  in  his  part  of  the  state.  His  ability  in  private 
practice  brought  him  prominently  to  the  front  in  public 
affairs.  In  his  youth  he  had  taught  himself  to  a  great 
extent  since  his  father's  death  had  caused  the  burden 
of  caring  for  his  mother  to  fall  upon  his  shoulders,  and 
he  had  to  contribute  to  the  education  of  three  younger 
brothers  and  a  sister.  In  1885  be  was  elected  judge  of 
Brazoria  county,  and  served  four  years.  After  that  he 
moved  to  Richmond,  where  he  was  engaged  in  law  prac- 
tice with  Col.  E.  P.  Peareson.  During  the  administra- 
tion of  Governor  Hogg,  he  represented  Fort  Bend 
county  in  the  legislature  serving  two  years.  In  1895 
he  was  elected  county  judge  of  Port  Bend  county,  giv- 
ing an  excellent  administration  during  four  years,  and 
dying  towards  the  close  of  his  term  of  oiBce.  He  was 
one  of  the  men  who  drafted  the  original  constitution  of 
the  Jay-Bird  Democratic  Association  of  Fort  Bend 
county.  Fraternally  he  was  a  Mason  and  had  member- 
ship in  the  Episcopal  church. 

In  the  family  of  the  parents  were  five  chUdren,  four 
now  living,  the  others  than  L.  M.  Ballowe  being  men- 
tioned as  follows:  Annie  Masterson  Ballowe,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
and  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  and  who 
was  married  in  June,  1913,  to  E.  L.  Lancaster  of  Dallas; 
John  Adriance  Ballowe,  who  is  private  secretary  to  John 
M.  Moore,  congressman  for  the  eighth  district,  and  is 
also  a  lawyer  by  profession,  now  practicing  law  in 
Houston;  Philip  Pearson  Ballowe,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Law  and  the  Art  graduating  class  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  1913,  and  was  quiz  master  in  the  Law  Depart- 
ment in  1914,  and  Elmo  Ballowe,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Leigh  Millican  Ballowe,  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Richmond,  then  at  St.  Edward's  College  in  Austin, 
and  later  the  law  department  of  the  State  University. 
Prior  to  his  regular  law  course  he  read  in  the  offices  of 
D.  R.  Peareson,  and  S.  C.  Russell  at  Richmond.  Having 
been  admitted  to  the  bar  he  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Richmond,  August  11,  1908,  and  has 
always  practiced  alone.  While  he  enjoys  an  extensive 
and  growing  practice  in  all  courts,  he  prefers  the  crimi- 
nal branch  of  the  law  and  is  specializing  in  this  line. 
From  his  early  manhood,  he  has  been  active  in  Demo- 
cratic politics,  and  at  the  present  time  is  secretary  of 
the  Jay-Bird  Democratic  Association  of  Fort  Bend 
county.  In  1912  he  made  a  strong  race  for  the  office  of 
district  attorney  of  the  twenty-third  judicial  district, 
being  defeated  by  only  a  small  margin.  Mr.  Ballowe 
was  a  member  of  the  board  of  school  trustees  of  the 
independent  district  of  Richmond,  and  while  in  that 
position  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  election  and  in 
the  business  negotiations  connected  with  floating  the 
bonds  for  the  erection  of  the  splendid  new  school  build- 
ing in  Richmond  now  in  course  of  construction.  Mr. 
Ballowe  did  all  the  work  connected  with  this  enterprise. 
He  resigned  from  his  place  on  the  school  board,  in  order 
to  make  the  race  for  district  attorney. 

On  November  24,  1910,  Mr.  Ballowe  married  Miss 
Sue  May  Gregg,  only  daughter  of  Hon.  A.  W.  Gregg, 
congressman  for  the  seventh  congressional  district  with 
residence  at  Palestine.  Their  two  children  are  Mary 
Sue  Ballowe  and  John  Gregg  Ballowe.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Ballowe  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  he  and  his  family 
belong  to  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  at  one  time  was 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school,  and  was  also  for 
several  years  choir  director  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  takes  much  interest  in  music,  dating  from 
his  college  days,  when  as  a  member  of  the  College  Male 
Quartette  he  traveled  all  over  the  state  after  his  gradua- 
tion from  university.  In  1908-1909  Mr.  Ballowe  was 
editor  of  the  Texas  Coaster  at  Richmond,  and  in  April  1, 
1910,  bought  and  established  his  ovi-n  paper,  the  Rich- 
mond Eomet.  He  gave  up  the  publication  of  this  jour- 
nal  while   making   his   campaign   for    district   attorney. 


In  January,   1914,  he  removed  to  Cuero,  Texas,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  the  law  practice  at  that  place. 

Hon.  James  B.  Gibson.  One  of  the  most  prominent 
men  in  the  business  and  political  world  of  Pecos,  Texas, 
is  the  Hon.  James  B.  Gibson,  the  present  mayor  of  that 
place.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  lawyers  of  Reeves 
county  and  has  been  a  resident  of  Pecos  for  many  years. 
He  comes  of  pioneer  stock,  bis  ancestors  having  not  only 
been  early  settlers  in  Texas,  but  further  down  the  line 
they  were  early  settlers  in  the  central  states  and  stiU 
earlier  in  the  history  of  the  country  were  pioneers  when 
the  known  western  hemisphere  was  a  narraw  strip  along 
the  Atlantic  seaboard.  Mr.  Gibson  was  himself  born  in 
Texas  and  is  therefore  even  more  deeply  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  state  than  are  most  of  her  citizens.  As  a 
public  official  he  has  given  great  satisfaction  and  he  has 
shown  that  he  possesses  no  small  amount  of  executive 
ability. 

The  father  of  James  B.  Gibson  was  Robert  A.  Gibson 
and  he  was  a  native  of  Tennessee.  He  came  to  Texas  in 
1845  and  joined  the  army  of  General  Taylor,  serving 
in  his  command  throughout  the  war  with  Mexico.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  he  located  in  Burnet  county  and 
was  there  married.  He  engaged  in  stock  raising  and 
farming  there  until  1861,  when  he  moved  to  Gillespie 
county.  Here  he  followed  stock  raising  for  a  time  but 
when  the  call  to  arms  was  issued  by  the  Confederate 
government,  Mr.  Gibson,  although  he  was  fifty  years  of 
age  at  the  time,  volunteered  his  services  and  joined  a 
battalion  of  frontier  troops,  serving  with  them  until  the 
end  of  that  war.  Just  after  the  close  of  the  war  he,  with 
a  band  of  twenty-five  men,  crossed  the  border  to  Mexico, 
and  here  they  were  arrested  as  spies  and  thrown  into 
prison.  After  much  cruel  treatment,  such  as  being  put 
into  stocks  and  chained  in  their  prisons,  Mr.  Gibson 
who  was  a  fluent  speaker  of  Spanish,  managed  in  some 
way  to  make  his  escape.  .  Although  he  was  handicapped 
by  a  ball  and  chain  be  was  almost  safe,  but  in  attemtit- 
ing  to  cross  the  Rio  Grande  he  was  shot  and  killed  by 
a  Mexican  soldier. 

The  mother  of  James  B.  Gibson  was  Celestine  (Banta) 
Gibson,  and  she  traces  her  ancestry  back  over  a  ptriod 
of  three  hundred  years.  Her  forebears  came  to  New 
Jersev  from  Amsterdam  and  the  banks  of  the  Zuyder 
Zee,  and  these  sturdy  Hollanders  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  the  new  colony  to  the  south  of  New  York. 
"When  this  part  of  the  country  became  pretty  well  set- 
tled up,  some  of  the  family  emigrated  to  Kentucky, 
making  the  long  journey  on  horseback  and  on  foot,  set- 
tling near  Boonesborough,  over  one  hundred  years  ago. 
Later  they  made  their  way  into  Indiana  and  there  set- 
tled near  Bloomington.  Mrs.  Gibson,  mother  of  J.  B. 
Gibson,  was  born  in  Indiana,  at  Bloomington,  and  she 
remembers  very  well  how  as  a  child  of  eleven  years  she 
walked  beside  the  oxen  drawing  the  heavily  loaded  emi- 
grant wagons  in  which  her  mother  and  father  were 
moving  their  household  goods  to  Texas.  They  had  their 
milch  cows  and  all  their  property  that  was  movable  and 
the  journey  was  a  perilous  one.  Upon  their  arrival 
Mr.  JBantatook  up  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land 
in  Fannin  county,  and  here  they  settled.  It  was  in 
the  days  when  Indian  uprisings  were  frequent  and  the 
Banta 'family  endured  many  of  the  trials  and  dangers 
that  their  ancestors  had  suffered  in  the  days  when  civi- 
lization was  blazing  the  trail  across  the  Alleghany 
mountains.  Mrs.  Gibson  comes  of  a  family  that  has 
given  a  number  of  prominent  men  to  this  country,  among 
whom  may  be  mentioned  an  uncle,  David  Banta,  who 
became  dean  of  the  law  department  of  the  University 
of  Indiana.  Mrs.  Gibson  is  living  today  in  Reev.-s 
county,  Texas,  and  although  aged  eighty-two  is  as  bright 
and  courageous  as  she  was  in  the  early  days  which  she 
remembers  so  well. 

James  B.  Gibson  was  born  in  Burnet  county,  Texas, 
on  tlie  23rd  of  December,  1857.     He  was  the  oldest  of 
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the  four  children  of  his  parents,  the  other  three  being 
Eoxie,  who  is  the  widow  of  James  Sharpless  and  is  now 
postmistress  of  Lagoona,  Texas;  Conn  Gibson,  who  was 
two  years  younger  than  James  Gibson,  was  a  railway 
contractor  and  was  shot  to  death  at  Carlsbad,  New 
Mexico,  in  1894;  Mary  Louise  Gibson  died  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years.  James  Gibson  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  south  Texas  and  since  means 
for  an  education  were  limited,  both  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  money  and  the  lack  of  good  schools,  he  went 
to  work  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  His  first  pay  was  earned 
as  a  cowboy  and  at  this  early  age  he  drove  cattle  across 
the  state  of  Texas  and  into  Kansas.  He  then  went  to 
farming  in  Kerr  county,  Texas,  in  which  he  was  engaged 
for  about  three  years.  The  old  military  spirit  which 
had  iusi'irr.l  the  t^iilicr  now  began  to  show  in  the  son 
and  he  jom.M  tlic  Ininfii-r  battalion,  becoming  a  member 
of  Compaiiv  (  ,  \\hicli  was  under  the  command  of  Captain 
G.  W.  Arriugiou,  aud  was  stationed  at  old  Fort  Griffith, 
in  Shackelford  county.  In  1878  the  company  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  headwaters  of  the  Brazos  river  in  Blanco 
canyon,  where  there  was  plenty  of  active  work.  James 
Gibson  was  promoted  over  the  heads  of  older  companions 
to  the  rank  of  second  sergeant,  both  for  bravery  and 
efficiency.  He  did  frontier  duty  for  three  years  and 
during  this  time  endured  untold  hardships,  such  as  going 
without  water  for  forty-eight  hours  and  without  very 
much  in  the  shape  of  food  for  three  days,  during  which 
he  and  his  companions  were  pursuing  Indians  who  were 
on  the  warpath.  In  1886  he  resigned  from  the  command 
aud  returned  to  his  home  and  mother. 

They  now  sold  their  home  in  Gillespie  county  and 
removed  to  Pecos,  in  Eeeves  county.  For  two  years 
Mr.  Gibson  was  engaged  in  ranching  and  stock  raising 
across  the  border  near  Seven  Elvers,  New  Mexico.  In 
the  fall  of  1888  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  county 
and  district  clerk  of  Eeeves  county,  aud  his  services  in 
this  office  were  so  satisfactory  that  he  was  re-elected  for 
seven  terms,  serving  fourteen  years  in  the  office.  During 
this  time  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  in  1890  was 
admitted  to  the  bar. 

Now  begins  a  new  phase  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Gibson. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  attorney  for  Eeeves 
county  and  served  for  two  terms.  He  has  been  prac- 
ticing law  since  that  time,  giving  part  of  his  time, 
however,  to  his  ranching  interests.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Gibson  &  Wilson,  and  they  have  one  of  the 
best  practices  in  the  county.  He  purchased  his  present 
ranch  in  1892,  in  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law, 
George  Mansfield,  and  they  engaged  in  stock  raising  on 
a  large  scale  in  Eeeves  county.  This  partnership  con- 
tinued for  six  years  and  then  Mr.  Gibson  sold  his  inter- 
ests for  the  sum  of  seventy  thousand  dollars.  He  in- 
vested this  money  in  real  estate  in  Pecos,  owning  both 
residences  and  business  blocks,  his  own  home,  which  is 
worth  about  ten  thousand  dollars,  being  his  property. 
Mr.  Gibson  was  elected  mayor  of  Pecos  in  April,  191:^, 
and  is  filling  this  office  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  citizens 
of  Pecos. 

In  1894  Mr.  Gibson  was  married  to  Miss  Ney  Mans- 
field, who  was  born  in  the  southern  part  of  Texas,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  George  T.  and  Amalda  (McKinney) 
Mansfield.  No  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gibson,  but  they  have  adopted  little  five-year-old  Leo 
Ney  McDaniel,  and  it  is  their  chief  desire  to  bring  her 
up  and  educate  her  as  though  she  were  their  own  child. 


William  A.  Bates,  M.  D.  Since  establishing  him- 
self as  a  physician  in  the  Purdon  community  of  Nevarro 
county  Dr.  Bates  has  been  one  of  the  men  of  most 
service  to  the  community,  not  only  professionally  but 
through  his  kindly  helpfulness  and  ready  enthusiasm 
for  all  that  mean  uplift  and  advancement.  Dr.  Bates 
is  a  real  pioneer  of  the  west,  has  spent  many  years  in 
Texas,  and  his  experiences  led  him  throughout"  the  north- 
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west  during  the  years  when  that  country  was  fiercely- 
contested  by  the  Indian  tribes.  His  home  has  been  in 
Navarro  county  since  1887,  and  the  previous  year  was 
spent  in  Breckinridge,  Texas,  where  he  did  his  first  med- 
ical practice  in  this  state. 

Dr.  Bates  came  to  Texas  from  Arizona,  where  for  two 
years  he  was  a  physician  at  Quijotoa.  Previous  to  his 
Arizona  residence  he  had  been  in  California,  working 
as  a  prospector  and  looking  out  for  a  permanent  loca- 
tion. In  Montana  he  had  spent  several  years,  going 
out  in  1876  and  finally  reaching  Miles  City  in  1879,  and 
was  in  different  parts  of  that  country  until  1882,  when 
he  went  to  Fort  Benton  and  crossed  into  the  Canadian 
northwest,  following:  up  the  Saskatchewan  river,  and  in 
that  vicinity  first  did  prospecting  as  a  part  of  his  pro- 
fession. He  was  with  an  expedition  of  some  twenty 
persons,  and  altogether  spent  two  years  on  the  Canadian 
side.  From  there  he  moved  to  California,  thence  to 
Arizona,  and  finally  to  Texas. 

Before  going  to  Montana  Dr.  Bates  spent  a  year  in 
the  mining  region  of  Deadwood,  Dakota,  and  was  with 
some  of  the  freighting  outfit  from  Cheyenne,  Bismarck 
and  Fort  Pierre  on  the  Missouri  river.  This  account 
brings  Dr.  Bates  back  to  his  first  residence  in  Texas, 
where  he  spent  a  portion  of  his  early  manhood.  He 
had  gone  north  from  Sherman,  Texas,  passing  through 
Indian  Territory  and  Kansas  over  the  old  Chisholm  trail 
with  a  number  of  cattle  men.  At  Ogalalla,  Kansas,  he 
parted  company  with  the  cattle  men,  and  continued  his 
journey  with  a  freighting  outfit  of  a  dozen  persons  to 
Deadwood,  passing  through  Cheyenne.  On  this  journey 
while  in  the  Spearfish  locality  of  Dakota  he  met  a  hay- 
maker who  was  cutting  grass  with  his  Winchester  rifle 
strapped  to  his  machine.  At  that  time  the  Sioux  In- 
dians, with  Sitting  Bull  at  their  head,  were  on  the  war 
path.  Mr.  Bates  went  back  and  forth  between  shipping 
points  of  the  Missouri  river  and  Deadwood  with  various 
trade  outfits,  and  as  a  physician  had  a  great  deal  of 
professional  practice  along  the  way,  since  there  were 
very  few  resident  physicians  in  that  country.  At  Fort 
Meade  he  saw  the  old  Dun  horse  with  thirteen  bullet 
wounds  in  the  bod.y  that  escaped  from  the  Custer  battle- 
field on  the  Big  Horn  river.  He  also  was  acquainted 
with  Johnny  Bruerierre,  a  half  breed  Sioux  scout,  the 
only  man  who  made  his  escape  from  that  horrible  mas- 
sacre. Although  the  red  men  were  still  on  the  war  path 
while  Dr.  Bates  was  in  the  northwest,  he  never  had 
personal  encounter  with  the  followers  of  old  ' '  Kain  in 
the  Face,"  "Gaul,"  and  "Yellow  Dog,"  the  big  chiefs 
of  the  tribe  under  Sitting  Bull. 

Dr.  Bates  had  first  come  to  Texas  in  1870,  and  worked 
as  a  cowboy  in  different  parts  of  northern  Texas  until 
he  started  on  his  trip  to  the  north.  He  was  born  in 
White  county,  near  Sparta,  Tennessee,  April  17,  1852. 
From  the  age  of  three  until  sixteen  he  had  lived  in 
Arkansas,  ' '  water  bound, ' '  to  use  his  own  words,  in 
Sharpe  county.  His  early  education  came  from  the 
country  schools  of  Arkansas,  and  he  was  of  school  age 
while  the  Civil  war  was  in  progress.  His  father  was 
Dr.  James  H.  Bates,  who  died  soon  after  the  war  at  his 
home  some  twenty  miles  north  of  Pocahontas,  near  old 
Walnut  Hill.  The  senior  Dr.  Bates  was  a  native  of 
Georgia,  and  had  married  in  Tennessee  Louisa  Johnson, 
who  died  in  Arkansas.  Their  children  were :  Madison, 
who  lives  in  Arkansas;  Mary  A.,  who  married  Henry 
Smith  of  Arkansas ;  Dr.  William  A. ;  Sam  H.,  of  Arkan- 
sas; Thomas  and  Eugene,  who  both  live  in  the  old 
home  locality  of  Arkansas.  Dr.  Bates  is  the  only  one 
living  in  Texas. 

It  was  while  in  Montana  that  Dr.  Bates  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  practiced  without  a  license,  a 
course  which  was  then  legal  and  professional  in  that 
new  and  frontier  community.  During  1876  he  spent  a 
few  months  in  the  Missouri  Medical  College  at  St.  Louis, 
and  received  a  license  to  practice  in  Texas  from  the 
Brownwood  Medical  board.     During  1898  he  was  a  stu- 
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dent  in  the  Fort  'Worth  Medical  College.  On  locating 
in  Navarro  county  Dr.  Bates  practiced  on  a  certificate 
from  the  State  of  Texas.  Professionally  his  career  has 
been  extremely  successful.  He  has  a  natural  talent  for 
surgery,  and  has  acquired  a  reputation  as  a  cancer  spe- 
cialist and  has  performed  many  successful  operations. 
In  obstetrical  cases  his  fame  is  widespread,  and  his 
services  have  been  employed  by  two  generations  of  moth- 
ers in  this  community. 

When  Dr.  Bates  came  to  Purdon  there  were  only  two 
stores  and  only  a  few  homes  on  the  south  side  of  the 
raUroad.  His  part  has  been  a  valuable  factor  in  the 
upbuilding  of  the  business  section  of  the  town,  where  he 
for  some  years  had  a  general  mercantile  and  drug  store. 
Since  1902  he  has  served  as  postmaster  of  Purdon,  and 
a  part  of  his  success  has  also  come  from  his  work  as  a 
practical  farmer  since  1900.  He  takes  both  pleasure 
and  profit  from  the  raising  of  thoroughbred  Duroc  hogs, 
having  obtained  the  nucleus  of  his  stock  from  the  herd 
at  Morgan  and  the  Belcher  ranch  at  Whiteright. 

Dr.  Bates  was  married  at  Quijotoa,  Arizona,  Decem- 
ber 16,  1885,  to  Miss  Hattie  I.  Jones.  Her  father,  Leon- 
ard Jones,  came  from  Ohio  and  lived  at  Tombstone, 
Arizona.  Leonard  Jones  married  Eebecca  Lawrence. 
Their  children  besides  Mrs.  Bates  were  Ed  T.  of 
Tucson,  Arizona,  and  Phebe,  wife  of  Will  Pierce,  also 
of  Tucson.  The  children  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bates  are: 
Alva  May,  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Mitchell  of  Purdon;  and 
Winifred,  wife  of  D.  E.  Dickson,  of  Dawson,  Texas,  who 
has  a  daughter  Betsy  Jane. 

Dr.  Bates  aflSliates  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  has  passed  all  the  chairs  of  his  lodge 
at  Corsicana.  His  church  is  the  Presbyterian.  So  far 
as  known  Dr.  Bates  is  the  founder  and"  active  spirit  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  only  small  girls'  singing  class  in 
the  United  States.  Though  not  a  musician  himself, 
his  enthusiasm  and  management  have  brought  his  class 
to  a  high  standard  of  proficiency,  so  that  it  has  won 
prizes  over  other  advanced  singing  classes  in  the  county. 
His  work  in  this  direction  is  only  one  of  the  many  kindly 
and  disinterested  services  for  which  his  community  has 
good  reason  to  be  grateful  for  the  presence  of  this 
pioneer  and  excellent  doctor. 

De.  Egbert  Fletcher  \Ve.\therseee,  M.  D.  There 
are  few  active  Texas  physicians  who  combine  the  ex- 
perience of  the  pioneer  doctor  with  the  modern  ac- 
tivities of  the  profession  in  a  more  interesting 
manner  than  Dr.  Weathersbee,  who  for  nearly 
fifty  vears  has  been  identified  with  medical  prac- 
tice in  this  state,  and  since  1883  has  held  a 
high  place  both  as  a  physician  and  citizen  at  Bedias 
in  Grimes  county.  When  he  located  in  Bedias  more 
than  thirty  years  ago  the  place  had  only  three  small 
stores,  and  was  thirty  miles  from  a  railroad.  All  the 
physicians  with  whom  he  consulted  and  associated  in 
those  early  days  have  since  passed  away,  and  he  is  now 
the  dean  and  veteran  of  his  profession  in  that  part  of 
Texas,  and  although  venerable  in  years  still  has  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  a  large  practice  and  is  as 
proficient  as  many  younger  men. 

Dr.  Robert  Fletcher  Weathersbee  was  born  in  Martin 
county.  North  Carolina,  June  19,  1839,  and  before  tak- 
ing up  the  successive  stages  of  his  own  interesting  career 
it  would  be  well  to  refer  briefly  to  his  family.  His 
grandfather  was  Thomas  Weathersbee,  and  it  is  an  un- 
usual distinction  that  Dr.  Weathersbee  had  only  one 
grandfather  on  both  maternal  and  paternal  sides.  Thomas 
Weathersbee  was  born  also  in  North  Carolina  and  died 
there  between  sixty-five  and  seventy  years  of  age.  He 
married  Sarah  Hyman,  and  of  their  sixteen  children  all 
grew  up  and  reared  families,  and  their  posterity  is 
now  scattered  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  and  from 
the  Canadian  line  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  men  of 
the  family  have  devoted  themselves  to  farming,  and 
since  the  war  practically  none  of  them  have  appeared 


prominently  in  political  affairs.  The  father  of  Dr. 
Weathersbee  was  John  T.  Weathersbee,  a  farmer,  who 
was  born  in  Martin  county,  North  Carolina,  in  1818, 
and  in  1844:  moved  to  Mississippi  and  spent  his  remain- 
ing years  as  a  prosperous  farmer  and  planter  at  Canton 
in  that  state,  where  he  died  in  1849.  He  was  brought 
up  on  a  plantation  of  slave-holders,  and  never  became 
identified  with  public  affairs.  He  was  a  Methodist  in 
religion.  John  T.  Weathersbee  married  his  cousin, 
Eosalie  F.  A.  Weathersbee,  a  daughter  of  grandfather 
Thomas  Weathersbee  already  mentioned.  She  died  at 
Bedias,  Texas,  in  1885,  and  Dr.  Weathersbee  is  the  only 
son  and  child. 

Dr.  Weathersbee  was  five  years  of  age  when  his  par- 
ents moved  to  Canton,  Mississippi,  in  the  fall  of  1844, 
and  he  there  grew  to  man's  estate.  His  literary  educa- 
tion was  acquired  in  that  vicinity,  and  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine  at  Camden,  Mississippi,  under  Dr.  T. 
L.  Cotton.  Subsequently  his  preparation  was  advanced 
by  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medi- 
cine at  Louisville,  and  he  was  graduated  in  1860  from 
the  New  Orleans  School  of  Medicine,  an  institution  which 
became  extinct  during  the  war.  After  a  brief  practice 
in  Lawrence  county,  Mississippi,  Dr.  Weathersbee  re- 
sponded to  the  call  of  patriotism  and  entered  the  Con- 
federate army  as  a  private  soldier  in  Company  G  of 
the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Infantry  under  Captain  Me- 
WiUie  and  Colonel  Burt.  The  regiment  was  attached 
to  General  Barksdale's  Brigade  in  McLaw's  Division 
of  the  Virginia  army.  It  reached  Virginia  in  time  to 
take  part  in  the  first  great  battle  of  Manassas,  and 
also  fought  at  Leesburg.  Soon  after  the  latter  engage- 
ment Dr.  Weathersbee  was  discharged  on  account  of  ill 
health,  returned  home,  and  having  recuperated  rejoined 
the  army,  but  this  time  in  the  cavalry  wing.  He  was 
in  Company  G  of  Colonel  Wirt  Adams'  Eegiment,  and 
thereafter  fought  with  the  Tennessee  army  in  the  great 
campaigns  of  Alabama  and  Georgia  and  Tennessee. 
His  most  arduous  experience  was  in  the  Atlantic  cam- 
paign, which  began  at  Lookout  Mountain  and  engaged 
him  in  almost  constant  fighting  for  a  hundred  days,  in- 
cluding the  battles  at  Resaca,  New  Hope  Church,  Dalton, 
Peach  Tree  Creek,  and  both  the  heavy  engagements  be- 
fore Atlanta.  After  the  fall  of  Atlanta  his  command 
was  sent  back  under  General  Hood  into  Tennessee,  and 
there  took  part  in  two  of  the  severest  struggles  of  the 
entire  war,  at  Franklin  and  Nashville.  Following  the 
latter  battle  Dr.  Weathersbee  was  placed  on  detached 
service  with  his  company  as  an  escort  to  General  Loring, 
and  then  rejoined  his  regiment.  His  command  was 
disbanded  in  Alabama  in  the  midst  of  the  woods  and 
received  its  parole  from  General  Canby. 

Dr.  Weathersbee  did  not  remain  in  Mississippi  long 
after  the  war,  and  in  1866  came  to  Texas  and  settled 
near  WoodvUle  in  Tyler  county.  He  practiced  his  pro- 
fession there  and  at  Cold  Springs  in  San  Jacinto  county 
until  1883,  when  he  moved  to  Bedias,  and  has  since 
given  his  services  as  a  capable  and  faithful  family 
physician  to  a  large  number  of  people  in  the  northern 
part  of  Grimes  county.  His  profession  has  been  his 
sole  vocation  and  ambition,  and  through  it  he  has  ful- 
filled his  destiny  and  done  much  for  the  cause  of 
humanity. 

Dr.  Weathersbee  was  married  near  Cold  Sprmgs,  Texas, 
in  1869,  to  Miss  Fannie  Stocking,  daughter  of  Eev.  E. 
A.  Stocking,  who  came  from  Mobile,  Alabama.  Mrs. 
Weathersbee  died  at  Bedias  in  1900  and  the  seven  chil- 
dren of  their  marriage  are  briefly  mentioned  as  follows: 
Mrs.  Cora  Bishop,  of  Bedias;  Walter  E.,  of  Del  Rio, 
Texas;  Mrs.  Pearl  Mclntyre  of  Navasota;  Robert  Eugene 
L.,  of  Bedias ;  Mrs.  Vera  Moore  of  Sayers,  Texas ;  Lamar 
of  Electra,  Texas;  Mrs.  Ethel  Bullard,  of  Madison 
county.  In  1908  Dr.  Weathersbee  married  at  Bedias 
Mrs.  Ella  Merrett,  a  daughter  of  Col.  Richard  H.  Har- 
rison, one  of  the  pioneers  in  this  section  of  Texas.  She 
is  a  sister  of  two  well  known  physicians  of  Bryan,  and 
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the  Harrison  family  lineage  and  history  will  be  found 
in  a  sketch  of  one  of  these  physicians.  Mrs.  Weathers- 
bee  has  two  children:  Mrs.  Hattie  Speer,  of  Louisville, 
Texas;  and  Percy  Merrett  of  Bedias. 

Dr.  Weathersbee  has  fraternity  relations  with  Hanni- 
bal Boone  Camp  of  the  United  Confederate  Veterans, 
and  at  one  time  was  surgeon  of  the  camp  and  is  one  of 
the  few  surviving  members  who  still  respond  to  roll 
call.  He  is  also  active  in  Masonry,  having  aiiiliation 
with  the  Jerusalem,  No.  3,  the  Lodge,  Chapter  and 
Council  and  the  Eastern  Star,  and  is  a  Past  Master  of 
Bedias  Lodge,  No.  651.  In  religion  he  is  a  Methodist, 
has  served  his  church  as  trustee,  and  to  his  community 
of  Bedias  besides  his  work  in  his  profession  has  con- 
tributed service  as  a  trustee  of  the  public  school. 

Dk.  Bev  Harbison.  How  the  enterprise  of  one  man 
stimulates  and  upbuilds  the  economic  and  commercial 
resources  of  a  community  is  well  illustrated  in  the  case 
of  Dr.  Bev  Harrison,  who  formerly  practiced  medicine 
but  is  now  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising  and 
other  activities  at  Bedias  in  Grimes  county. 

Born  in  Grimes  county  in  1874,  Dr.  Harrison  is  still 
living  on  the  same  farm  where  he  grew  up  and  got  his 
education.  After  attending  the  local  schools  he  followed 
his  ambition  to  enter  medicine  by  beginning  the  study 
of  that  science  in  1895  in  Nashville  University  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  was  graduated  in  medicine  there  in  1897. 
For  two  years  he  practiced  at  Stone  City  in  Brazos 
county,  spent  one  year  in  the  city  of  Bryan,  and  then 
returned  to  his  old  home  locality  in  Grimes  county  and 
n-as  actively  engaged  in  practice  for  seven  years,  when 
he  abandoned  his  profession  to  take  up  his  more  im- 
portant interests  as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  Mr. 
Harrison  is  now  one  of  the  largest  feeders  of  cattle  in 
Grimes  county,  and  the  importance  of  Bedias  as  a  market 
is  largely  influenced  by  the  forty  or  more  carloads  of 
cattle  which  every  season  are  shipped  out  of  this  section 
as  a  result  of  his  enterprise.  In  his  business  relation 
he  is  associated  with  M.  M.  Hall  under  the  firm  name 
of  Harrison  &  Hall.  Not  alone  in  creating  a  market  at 
Bedias  has  he  been  influential,  but  has  performed  much 
important  work  in  creating  permanent  resources  along 
agricultural  lines.  Dr.  Harrison  has  a  thousand  acres 
under  cultivation  in  this  section,  and  gives  empolyment 
to  twenty-five  families,  who  produce  cotton  as  a  chief 
crop.  Due  to  his  management  and  his  capital  some 
eight  hundred  acres  of  timberland  has  been  cleared  up, 
and  he  has  constructed  and  provided  fifteen  houses  for 
his  tenants.  His  farms  lie  between  Madisonville  and 
Bedias  Roads  and  the  lola  and  North  Zulch  Roads. 

Dr.  Bev  Harrison  was  the  youngest  child  of  the  late 
Richard  Harrison,  who  settled  in  Grimes  county  in  1854, 
coming  from  Tennessee.  He  brought  his  little  family  of 
wife  and  children  across  the  country  in  a  wagon  from 
Davidson  county.  He  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  but 
grew  up  in  Tennessee  and  married  there  Miss  Lucy 
Bishop,  a  daughter  of  Edmund  Bishop.  Edmund  Bishop, 
who  died  just  before  his  widow  and  children  emigrated 
to  Texas,  was  born  in  Lunenburg  county,  Virginia,  about 
1776,  had  a  very  limited  education,  served  from  Virginia 
as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  left  his  home  state 
in  1835  to  locate  in  Tennessee.  He  married  Miss  Sallie 
Bowers,  a  daughter  of  Giles  Bowers  of  Lunenburg  county. 
Their  children  were:  Elvira,  who  died  near  Bedias 
as  Mrs.  George  Harrison ;  George  T.,  who  died  in  Ten- 
nessee; Caroline  E.,  who  married  Atlas  Phillips  and  died 
in  Northern  Mississippi;  Lucy  G.,  who  is  the  widow  of 
R.  H.  Harrison  and  lives  at  Bedias;  Benjamin  F.,  a 
farmer  near  Bedias;  Sarah  C,  who  was  four  times 
married  and  is  now  Mrs.  Frank  Ellington  of  Belton, 
Texas.  Edmund  Bishop  was  a  son  of  Edmund  Bishop, 
Sr.,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  and  came  to  America  before 
the  Revolutionary  war.  His  children  were  Jerry,  who 
moved   to   Georgia   and   died   there;    Joseph,   who   came 


to  Texas  in  1836;  and  Edmund,  the  grandfather  of  Dr. 
Harrison. 

Richard  Harrison  after  his  marriage  and  removal 
from  Tennessee  located  in  Grimes  county  at  a  place 
within  view  of  his  son.  Dr.  Harrison 's  present  place. 
He  was  about  two  miles  from  what  was  then  known  as 
Bedias  store  now  the  town  of  Bedias.  There  Richard 
Harrison  reared  his  family  of  ten  children,  all  but  one 
of  whom  grew  up,  and  became  a  stock  man  and  farmer 
and  one  of  the  large  property  owners  in  that  section. 
He  was  never  active  in  politics,  and  confined  his  par- 
ticipation to  voting.  During  the  war  he  proved  a  faith- 
ful and  efficient  soldier  of  the  Confederacy,  and  attained 
the  rank  of  colonel  before  leaving  the  army.  He  was 
identified  with  no  church,  and  had  only  one  fraternal 
relation,  that  of  the  Odd  Fellows. 

Dr.  Harrison  among  other  interests  is  a  stockholder 
and  director  in  the  Bedias  Hardware  Company,  and  is 
president  of  the  Citizens  Bank  (unincorporated)  of 
Bedias,  which  has  a  capital  stock  of  fifteen  thousand 
dollars.  Business  has  proved  his  forte  and  the  means 
by  which  he  contributes  his  benefits  to  the  community, 
lie  votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  has  attended  few 
political  meetings  in  his  time.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  lodge  at  Bedias,  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  at 
Madisonville,  No.  242,  and  the  Trinity  Commandery,  No. 
19,  K.  T.,  at  Huntsville.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  at  Navasota.  Dr.  Harrison  was  mar- 
ried in  his  home  locality,  December  8,  1901,  to  Miss 
Zula  Isbell.  She  is  one  of  the  seven  children  of  Samuel 
A.  and  Martha  (Upchurch)  Isbell,  who  came  to  Texas 
from  Rome,  Georgia.  The  six  children  of  the  Isbell 
family  who  reached  maturity  are  named  as  follows: 
Tilman,  who  died  unmarried ;  Mrs.  Harrison,  who  was 
born  November  14,  1881;  Aaron,  a  farmer  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bedias ;  Kieffer,  of  Jones  county,  Texas ;  May,  wife 
of  Edgar  Allen  of  Mexia ;  and  Fred  of  Bedias.  Dr. 
Harrison  and  wife  have  two  children:  Lucy  Loree  and 
Willie  Tonne. 

Aubrey  Rodgers.  In  the  flourishing  little  community 
of  Rockdale  Aubrey  Rodgers  has  a  place  of  usefulness 
and  of  distinction  as  a  man  who  in  a  few  years  has  built 
up  a  fine  business  in  the  tinning,  roofing  and  plumbing 
line,  and  is  also  now  serving  ns  firn  marshal.  A  worker 
in  sheet  metal,  Mr.  RoiIljim^  ]iiMli,il,lr  has  no  superior  in 
his  part  of  the  state,  and  liv  Ins  ilimonuh  competence  in 
his  trade,  by  business  nn-tho.ls  that  have  commended  his 
work  to  the  public,  though  he  starred  in  life  without  re- 
sources, he  is  now  at  the  head  of  a  good  and  growing 
concern. 

Aubrey  Rodgers  was  born  at  Farmington  in  Grayson 
county,  Texas,  January  10,  1871.  His  father,  Albert  W. 
Rodgers,  born  in  Arkansas  in  1836,  held  a  commission 
as  captain  in  the  Confederate  army  under  General  Ca- 
bell, was  for  many  years  a  minister  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  and  now  lives  at  Suljihur  Springs.  The  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabetli  Bush,  was  born  in 
Virginia  in  1843.  Her  father,  Michael  G.  Bush,  born  in 
Virginia  in  1802,  after  niup  yoavf^  of  rnsidoncp  in  Illinois 
came  to  Texas  in  l^.'l,  l.rin-ln-  liis  witV  and  four  chil- 
dren, three  dan-inrrs  and  ,in,.  smi.  ,Mirliii,d  G.  Bush 
was  one  of  the  aldc^t  iinini.cns  .d'  Noitlicrn  Texas,  and  a 
man  whose  leadership  was  evident  in  many  ways.  He 
owned  the  first  machine  for  the  cutting  of  grain  or  grass 
and  drawn  by  horse  power.  By  profession  he  was  a 
surveyor,  and  in  that  capacity  laid  oft'  the  first  town 
site  at  Sherman,  and  was  also  employed  with  the  en- 
gineering corps  of  the  Houston  and  Texas  Central  Rail- 
way and  did  much  surveying  and  engineering  supervision 
for  that  road.  Albert  W.  Rodgers  and  wife  had  five 
children:    Aubrey,  Anna,  Maggie,  Minnie  and  Lillian. 

Aubrey  Rodgers  grew  up  in  Grayson  county,  graduated 
from  the  high  school  at  Farmington  in  1888,  and  for 
three  terms  was  a  student  in  the  Fort  Worth  XTniversity. 
His  early  experiences  were  as  a  cowboy,  and  he  spent 
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three  years  on  the  great  cattle  ranges  of  Western  Texas. 
Choosing  a  more  stable  occupation,  he  learned  the  traile 
of  tinner,  and  worked  as  a  journeyman  at  various  locali- 
ties, and  under  different  employers  until  1908.  That 
year  Mr.  Rodgers  opened  a  shop  at  Eockdale,  in  Milam 
county,  and  now  supplies  his  tinning  and  roofing  service 
to  a  large  territory  surrounding  that  town. 

At  Korman,  Oklahoma,  in  1899,  Mr.  Eodgers  married 
Willie  May  Lyster,  daughter  of  A.  J.  Lyster,  of  Childress, 
Texas.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Fred- 
erick Lyster,  King  Abbott,  and  Aubrey  Lund.  Mr. 
Eodgers  has  a  good  residence  at  Eockdale,  and  is  one  of 
the  popular  and  public-spirited  citizens.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  is  serving  as  tire  marshal,  and  is  elder 
of  the  Eockdale  Presbyterian  church.  His  fraternities 
are  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees. 

James  W.  McCaever,  M.  D.  It  is  only  stating  a 
fact  to  say  that  the  medical  profession  as  a  class  have 
always  been  alert  in  their  vigilance  and  energetic  in  their 
practical  efforts  to  improve  the  human  welfare.  While 
medical  practice  has  been  largely  a  matter  of  individual 
service,  there  has  never  been  lacking  those  physicians, 
who,  while  best  with  particular  cases,  have  also  stood 
on  watch  over  community  wholesomeness,  and  when  the 
enemy  of  disease  has  swarmed  over  the  gates,  have  de- 
voted themselves  to  the  battle  with  all  the  zeal  of  old- 
time  military  heroes.  There  are  today  hundreds  of  con- 
scientious doctors,  who,  placing  the  interests  of  the 
whole  above  their  immediate  material  concerns,  are  ren- 
dering invaluable  service  as  leaders  and  workers  in  the 
public  health  movement. 

In  Brownwood  and  Brown  county,  the  services  of  Dr. 
McCarver  have  been  directed  not  only  to  attending  a 
large  private  practice,  but  also  the  public  health,  and  he 
has  a  record  in  that  field  which  is  distinctly  creditable. 
For  eight  years  he  served  as  health  ofiicer  of  Brown 
county,  and  it  was  largely  due  to  his  practical  advice  and 
efforts  that  the  city  of  Brownwood  in  1912  won  the  first 
prize  as  the  cleanest  city  under  ten  thousand  population 
in  Texas.  The  contest,  which  was  statewide,  was  inau- 
gurated and  much  of  its  work  carried  on  among  the 
school  children.  Dr.  McCarver  did  much  to  stimulate  the 
zeal  of  all  the  children  in  Brown  county  over  the  motto 
' '  Clean  and  Keep  Clean, ' '  and  led  the  work  through  all 
its  phases  during  the  period  of  the  contest.  Largely  due 
to  his  activities,  the  Brown  county  schools  in  1910 
adopted  the  individual  drinking  cup,  and  in  1912 
seventy  sanitary  toilets  were  installed  in  the  different 
schools  throughout  the  county. 

Dr.  McCarver  is  a  physician  who  is  well  entitled  to 
his  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine,  and  might  properly  be 
given  a  degree  as  an  operating  surgeon,  if  such  a  de- 
gree were  in  common  use.  He  is  well  equipped  and  has 
been  specially  trained  in  surgery,  and  both  as  a  physician 
and  surgeon  has  made  a  fine  record  during  his  career. 
James  W.  McCarver  was  born  January  3,  1870,  in  Coryell, 
Coryell  county,  Texas.  He  was  the  oldest  of  ten  chil- 
dren, five  sons  and  five  daughters  of  Joseph  W.  and 
Ella  (Chambers)  McCarver.  The  parents  originally 
came  from  Mississippi,  and  the  father  moved  from  that 
state  to  Arkansas,  where  he  was  a  volunteer  in  the 
Confederate  army  under  General  Price,  serving  through- 
out the  war,  and  participating  in  a  number  of  important 
engagements.  After  the  war  he  returned  home,  agam 
took  up  farming  and  stock  raising,  and  in  1870  came  to 
Texas  and  located  in  Coryell  county.  There  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  raising  stock,  and  now  he  and  his 
wife  live  retired  at  Gatesville.  Dr.  McCarver  is  de- 
scended from  a  family  of  Scotland,  and  three  brothers 
including  his  great-grandfather  came  to  America  many 
years  ago,  locating  in  the  southern  states,  where  the 
family  has  since  been  well  known.     The  doctor's  father, 


and  other  members  of  the  family,  were  planters  and 
slave  holdeis  before  the  war. 

Dr.  McCarver  grew  up  in  Coryell  county,  attending 
the  schools  of  Coryell  City.  His  education  was  excellent 
both  in  literary  courses  and  in  medicine.  After  attend- 
ing the  Sam  Houston  Normal  School  at  Huntsville,  he 
entered  the  University  of  Texas,  where  he  was  graduated 
M.  D.  in  1898.  For  three  years  he  practiced  in  his 
home  town,  and  in  1901-02  was  house  surgeon  at  St. 
Mary 's  Infirmary  in  Galveston.  He  then  took  a  post- 
graduate course  in  surgical  pathology,  diseases  of 
women,  and  general  surgery,  in  the  Johns  Hopkins 
University  at  Baltimore.  Since  1904,  Dr.  McCarver  has 
been  in  practice  at  Brownwood,  and  has  filled  an  im- 
portant place   in   the   beneficent   activities   of   this   city. 

Dr.  McCarver  recently  secured  the  grounds,  and 
with  the  best  structures  of  the  kind  in  the  country  as  his 
models,  made  plans  and  specifications  for  the  building  of 
a  private  sanitarium  in  Brownwood.  With  its  comple- 
tion the  doctor  cares  for  his  patients  in  one  of  the 
finest  and  best  equipped  sanitariums  in  the  state,  sup- 
plied with  operating  rooms  and  with  accommodations  for 
twenty-five  patients  in  private  rooms,  besides  his  gen- 
eral ward.  His  facilities  are  now  unexcelled  for  car- 
rying on  his  work  both  in  the  surgical  and  general  field 
of  medicine. 

Dr.  McCarver  is  a  director  in  the  Coggan  National 
Bank  of  Brownwood.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and 
is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order.  His  church  is  the 
Presbyterian,  and  he  is  now  serving  as  one  of  the  elders 
in  that  society.  On  Decemljer  29,  1898,  at  Coryell  City, 
he  married  Miss  Willie  G.  Sadler.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Sadler  of  Coryell,  her  father,  now 
deceased,  having  been  a  farmer  and  stockman. 

Harberson  Hudson.  One  of  the  oldest  merchants  at 
Eockdale  is  Harberson  Hudson,  who  has  been  identified 
with  the  grocery  trade  in  that  locality  for  the  past 
twenty  years.  He  is  one  of  the  most  capable  merchants 
of  Milam  county,  has  made  a  thorough  study  of  his  work, 
meets  the  demands  of  the  popular  desires  along  his  line, 
and  is  one  of  the  men  who,  successful  themselves,  have 
stood  for  general  advancement  and  improvement  in  this 
community. 

Harberson  Hudson  was  born  in  the  state  of  Maryland 
October  20,  1865,  a  son  of  Major  and  May  (Murry) 
Hudson.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  Maryland  in  1827, 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  on  moving  to  Texas  in 
1867  settled  at  Caldwell  in  Burleson  county.  His  death 
occurred  in  1882.  The  mother,  who  was  born  in  Mary- 
land in  1828,  died  in  1904.  The  six  children  were: 
Annie  K.,  deceased;  John  Sidney,  who  lives  in  San  An- 
gelo;  Thomas  L.,  deceased;  Lizzie,  now  Mrs.  W.  D. 
Wells,  of  Eockdale;  Harberson;  and  Lon. 

Harberson  Hudson  grew  up  in  Burleson  county,  at- 
tended the  public  schools  there  and  also  the  schools  of 
Eockdale  until  sixteen  vears  of  age.  His  first  experience 
in  mercantile  life  was  as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  at 
Eockdale.  By  1894,  with  his  accumulated  earnings  and 
experience,  he  and  his  brother  Lon  started  an  independ- 
ent business  under  the  firm  name  of  H.  &  L.  Hudson, 
Grocers.  Their  store  has  long  been  recognized  as  the 
center  of  reliable  merchandise,  and  as  a  going  concern. 
The  business  now  represents  a  better  value  than  the 
stock  and  fixtures  of  other  concerns  in  this  county. 

Mr.  Hudson  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  church,  having  resigned  the 
office  of  steward  in  1909.  He  owns,  besides  his  dwelling 
house,  a  half  interest  in  one  hundred  acres  of  improved 
farm  lands  in  Milam  county.  For  his  recreation  he  oc- 
casionally goes  on  a  fishing  trip,  but  his  business  and 
home  and  family  are  the  objects  of  his  chief  care  and 
attention. 

At  Eockdale,  on  November  7,  1894,  Mr.  Hudson  mar- 
ried Delia  Elholm,  daughter  of  John  Elholm.  They  are 
the  parents  of  two  children :  Lon  and  Agnes.     Lon  mar- 
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ried  Gladys  Walker  and  lives  in  Dallas,  where  he  is 
cashier  for  a  large  real  estate  company  of  that  city.  The 
daughter  Agnes  is  a  talented  musician,  vpas  educated  in 
that  line,  and  is  now  a  teacher  of  music  at  Sharpe,  in 
Milam  county. 

Richard  H.  Harrison,  M.  D.  The  Harrison  family 
has  a  large  representation  in  Texas,  and  Dr.  Richard 
Henry  Harrison  located  at  Bryan  in  1896,  and  has  since 
been  prominent  not  only  in  his  profession  but  also  in 
public  affairs. 

Richard  Henry  Harrison  was  born  at  Bedias,  Grimes 
county,  Texas,  October  16,  1869.  His  father  was  Colonel 
Richard  H.  Harrison,  a  pioneer  settler,  and  a  man  widely 
known  in  Grimes  county.  Grandfather  Harrison,  who 
had  a  family  of  fifteen  children,  and  who  died  in  Ten- 
nessee, was  one  of  three  brothers,  all  of  whom  came  from 
Ireland  to  the  United  States.  One  of  these  was  a  law- 
yer, one  a  minister,  while  Grandfather  Harrison  com- 
bined the  occupations  of  farming  and  teaching.  Among 
his  children  were  the  following:  Barney;  Philip;  Mont; 
John;  Joseph;  Colonel  R.  H. ;  Catherine,  who  married 
and  spent  her  life  in  Arkansas;  Bettie  Duncan;  and  a 
Mrs.  McKeever. 

Colonel  Richard  H.  Harrison  came  to  Texas  from  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  about  1850.  The  journey  was  made  by 
wagon  in  company  with  a  party  of  emigrants,  and  he 
settled  at  Bedias,  in  Grimes  county,  where  for  a  number 
of  years  he  was  successful  as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 
At  the  time  of  his  coming  to  Texas  he  was  a  young  mar- 
ried man,  and  he  and  his  wife  established  their  tirst 
home  in  the  woods.  By  the  work  of  his  slaves  and  his 
own  close  personal  supervision  he  improved  a  fine  farm 
and  gradually  got  into  the  stock  business  on  a  large 
scale,  owning  cattle  by  the  thousands,  hogs  by  the  hun- 
dreds, which  ran  wUd  and  pastured  in  the  woods,  and  a 
great  many  horses.  The  output  of  his  farm  and  ranch 
was  driven  to  market  across  the  country  in  the  days  be- 
fore railroads  and  shipping  points  were  generously  dis- 
tributed over  Texas.  In  a  public  way  he  served  in  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  as  postmaster  at  Bedias. 
However,  he  was  not  active  in  politics.  During  the  war 
he  was  appointed  colonel  and  served  with  that  rank  in 
Texas,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  had  to  give  up  his 
slaves  and  had  also  lost  much  by  other  necessary  sac- 
rifices. 

Colonel  Harrison  married  Miss  Lucy  Bishop,  whose 
father,  George  Bishop,  spent  his  life  in  Tennessee  as  a 
planter.  Mrs.  Harrison  is  now  living  at  Bedias  at  a 
good  old  age.  Her  children  are  briefly  mentioned  as 
follows:  Donie,  who  married  Sam  MeW'horter  and  died 
at  Pankey,  Texas.  Ned,  who  died  at  Bedias  and  left  a 
family ;  Tobe,  who  died  in  the  same  locality  leaving  chil- 
dren; Emma,  who  married  Thomas  Spell,  of  Bryan; 
Ella,  wife  of  Dr.  Weathersbee,  of  Bedias;  Mrs.  Lucy 
McDougald,  of  Bryan;  Willie,  who  married  E.  E.  L.  Up- 
church  and  died  at  Bedias;  Dr.  E.  H.;  and  Beverly,  of 
Bedias. 

Dr.  Harrison  grew  up  in  his  native  locality,  had  his 
father's  plantation  as  the  scene  of  his  early  associations, 
and  his  education  was  acquired  partly  in  the  local 
schools,  and  partly  in  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical 
College.  Until  he  reached  his  majority  he  followed 
farming,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  took  up  the  study 
of  medicine  in  the  University  of  Nashville.  That  insti- 
tution graduated  him  in  1896  as  doctor  of  medicine,  and 
he  at  once  located  in  Bryan  for  practice.  His  interest 
in  the  profession,  and  his  ambition  to  reach  the  highest 
possible  degree  of  success  therein  has  kept  him  a  constant 
student,  and  he  has  taken  post-graduate  work  in  the  New 
Orleans  Polyclinic,  the  Chicago  Polyclinic,  and  the  New 
York  Polyclinic.  He  is  a  member  of  the  County  Med- 
ical Society,  and  the  Texas  State  Medical  Society.  Dr. 
Harrison  also  has  a  record  as  a  public  spirited  citizen. 
In  1898  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Bryan,  and  remained  in 
the  office  five  years,  resigning  it  for  what  he  considered 


a  position  offering  still  greater  opportunity  to  serve  the 
community  as  city  health  oflicer.  While  mayor  many 
notable  improvements  were  made  in  the  city,  including 
the  surfacing  of  Main  street  with  clay  and  rocks,  the 
building  of  the  Carnegie  Library,  and  also  the  West 
Side  public  school  building.  Dr.  Harrison  is  known  as 
one  of  the  county 's  active  men  in  Dem,ocratic  politics. 
He  affiliates  with"  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World,  and  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose  in  a  fra- 
ternal way.  In  May,  1895,  he  was  married  in  Robertson 
county  to  Mrs.  Jennie  Bethel,  whose  father  was  Sam 
Evetts,  a  farmer  of  Benchley,  Texas.  Dr.  Harrison  and 
wife  have  three  children:  Henry  and  Lucy,  twins,  and 
Samuel  Evetts. 

Dr.  William  P.  Harrison,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  fore- 
most professional  and  business  men  of  Teague,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Grimes  county,  Texas,  and  is  a  son  of  Bernard 
Harrison,  who  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Bedias,  as  a 
pioneer,  prior  to  the  Civil  war  period.  Dr.  Harrison 
was  a  Virginian,  and  was  a  young  man  at  the  time  of 
his  advent  into  Texas.  He  was  born  in  Grimes  county, 
about  1830,  and  he  died  at  his  farm  near  Bedias,  Texas, 
in  1895.  He  spent  his  life  as  a  farmer  and  stock  man, 
becoming  an  extensive  land  owner  in  the  county,  and 
proving  himself  a  successful  business  man.  He  left  a 
good-sized   estate   when   he   died. 

Bernard  Harrison  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
he  had  his  first  military  experience  as  a  member  of 
Terry's  Rangers,  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  He 
later  was  enlisted  regularly  as  a  Confederate  soldier, 
though  still  as  a  member  of  the  well-known  Terry  organ- 
ization, and  he  saw  considerable  active  service.  He  was 
never  one  to  take  an  unduly  active  part  in  politics,  though 
he  supported  Democratic  policies,  and  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In  his  business 
activities  Bernard  Harrison  was  successful  and  prosper- 
ous and  he  accumulated  something  like  five  thousand 
acres  of  land.  His  farm  alone  embraced  five  hundred 
acres,  all  of  which  was  cleared  and  under  the  plow.  His 
presence  in  that  locality  worked  a  decided  improvement 
in  what  was  originally  a  wilderness,  and  the  Bedias 
community  owed  nuich  to  his  aggressive  and  progressive 
methods.  He  married  Miss  Margaret  Plaster,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Plaster,  who  was  a  Tennesse*  settler 
coming  to  Texas  prior  to  the  birth  of  his  daughter.  Mr. 
Plaster  was  one  of  the  first  white  settlers  of  Grimes 
county,  and  he  was  a  merchant  of  Bedias,  presumably 
the  first  one  in  the  place. 

Dr.  Harrison  of  this  review  is  one  of  a  family  of 
eleven  children,  nine  of  whom  yet  survive,  and  three  of 
them  are  members  of  the  medical  profession.  He  is  the 
youngest  of  the  family.  He  was  born  on  October  12, 
1880,  and  he  passed  his  boyhood  in  the  Bedias  com- 
munity to  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  when  he  went  to  the 
A.  &  M.  College  at  Bryan,  and  there  acquired  his 
higher  education.  He  finished  the  agricultural  course 
there,  and  was  graduated  in  1899.  He  began  his  career 
in  business  as  a  traveling  salesman  for  an  advertising 
house  out  of  Chicago,  and  for  a  year  he  was  occupied  in 
that  manner.  Then,  in  1900,  he  took  up  the  study  of 
medicine  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Texas,  and  in  1904  was  graduated  with  the  M.  D."  de- 
gree. His  class  standing  won  for  him  an  internship  in 
the  John  Sealey  Hospital  in  Galveston,  and  he  spent  a 
year  there. 

About  this  time  yellow  fever  broke  out  and  became 
epidemic  in  New  Orleans,  and  Dr.  Harrison  entered  the 
quarantine  service  of  the  state  of  Texas,  with  station  at 
Galveston.  His  assignment  was  that  of  quarantine  in- 
spector and  with  the  quelling  of  the  epidemic  he  left 
the  service.  He  then  took  up  professional  work  with 
the  McCabe  &  Steen  Construction  Company,  as  a  eon- 
tract  surgeon,  and  he  served  with  them  for  three  months. 

In  the  fall  of  1907  Dr.  Harrison  came  to  Teague  and 
established   himself   in   practice.     He   has   been   division 
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surgeon  for  the  T.  &  B.  V.  Eailway  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  division  here,  and  he  is  county  health  offi- 
cer of  Freestone  county,  as  well  as  being  a  commissioned 
officer  of  the  medical  corps  of  the  Texas  National  Guard, 
by  appointment  of  Governor  Colquitt,  under  date  of 
June  10,  1913. 

As  to  his  business  connections  in  Teague,  it  may  be 
said  that  the  Doctor  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers '  and 
Merchants'  Bank  of  Teague  and  of  the  Teague  Building 
Company. 

Dr.  Harrison  was  married  in  Teague  on  February  2, 
1910,  to  Miss  Grace  Setzer,  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Setzer,  who  came  to  Texas  from  North  Carolina,  where 
Mrs.  Harrison  was  born.  Mrs.  Setzer  in  maidenhood 
was  Miss  Helen  Jones,  and  she  has  borne  her  husband 
two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  are 
without  issue.  The  Doctor  is  a  Mason,  with  Blue  Lodge, 
Chapter  and  Commandery  affiliations,  and  he  is  also  an 
Elk  and  a  Pythian  Knight.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to 
the  State  Democratic  Conventions  on  several  occasions, 
that  constituting  his  only  political  service. 

John  Bartow  Eeese.  The  oldest  lumber  dealer  of 
Kerens  and  a  resident  of  that  little  Navarro  county 
city  since  1893,  John  B.  Eeese  well  deserves  his  general 
reputation  through  that  community  as  a  keen  and  suc- 
cessful business  man,  who  has  also  at  various  times  iden- 
tified himself  in  a  public  spirited  manner  with  the  im- 
provements and  progress  of  his  community. 

Mr.  Eeese  came  to  Texas  in  1873  with  his  father, 
Lucian  Darken  Eeese,  who  is  now  living  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  in  Kosse.  The  Eeese  family  has  lived  in 
different  states  of  the  South  a  number  of  generations. 
Grandfather  Cuthbert  Eeese  was  a  farmer  at  Hillsboro, 
Georgia,  where  he  died  before  the  war.  He  was  a  slave 
holder.  His  children  were:  Joseph;  Gus,  Bettie,  who 
married  Washington  Holland;  Lou,  who  married  Gip 
Connell;  Lucian  L.;  and  William.  Of  these  Lucian  and 
Bettie  both  moved  to  Texas. 

Lucian  Larken  Eeese  was  born  in  Jasper  county,  Geor- 
gia, and  for  his  time  received  a  liberal  education  and 
took  up  his  career  as  a  teacher.  On  moving  from  Geor- 
gia to  Texas  he  made  the  trip  by  water  to  New  Orleans 
and  to  Galveston,  and  followed  up  the  line  of  the  Houston 
and  Texas  Central  Eailway  as  far  as  Kosse,  which  was 
about  the  limit  of  that  road's  construction  at  that  time. 
With  his  equipment  as  an  educator,  he  resumed  teaching 
in  Limestone  county,  and  eventually  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. During  the  war  he  served  for  a  time  as  a  Con- 
federate soldier,  and  with  that  exception  his  life  has  been 
led  along  quiet  and  honorable  lines.  He  is  one  of  the 
older  members  of  the  Masonic  Order  at  Kosse,  and  also 
affiliates  with  the  Baptist  church.  In  Georgia,  Lucien 
L.  Eeese  married  Nancy  Ann  McKissick,  daughter  of  John 
McKissick  and  of  an  old  family  in  that  state.  Mrs. 
Eeese  died  at  Kosse  in  February,  1907,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven.  Their  children  were:  Amelia,  of  Kosse; 
John  B.;  Minnie,  wife  of  C.  W.  Brown  of  Bremond, 
where  she  died;  Montella,  of  Edna,  Texas;  and  Isaac 
of  Lott. 

John  Bartow  Eeese,  who  was  born  in  Georgia,  July 
27,  1861,  was  twelve  years  old  when  he  accompanied 
his  father  to  Texas.  His  education  was  continued  in 
the  country  schools  about  Kosse,  and  when  he  started 
for  himself  it  was  in  the  vocation  of  farmer.  With  some 
experience  in  the  lumber  trade,  in  1893,  he  established 
a  lumber  yard  in  Kerens  in  partnership  with  J.  L.  Mark 
ham,  and  "the  firm  of  Markham  &  Eeese  has  steadily  con 
tinned  and  prospered  there  to  the  present  time,  the 
senior  member  being  a  resident  of  Kosse.  For  a  num 
ber  of  years  this  was  the  only  lumber  retail  establish 
ment  at  Kosse.  Mr.  Eeese  has  concentrated  his  atten 
tion  to  the  lumber  business,  although  he  owns  consider 
able  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Kerens,  but  that  is  worked 
by  tenants  and  he  gives  it  little  of  his  time  or  atten- 
tion.    During  the  past  twenty  years  more  than  half  the 


lumber  used  in  the  construction  of  the  town  of  Kerens 
has  come  from  the  Markham  &  Beese  yards. 

In  public  affairs  he  has  served  on  the  board  of  alder- 
men and  is  now  one  of  the  school  trustees.  While  in 
the  council  he  aided  in  upbuilding  and  improving  the 
town,  in  grading  the  streets,  and  in  laying  a  proper 
basis  for  permanent  improvement.  The  new  school  house 
at  Kerens  was  built  when  Mr.  Eeese  was  treasurer  of 
the  school  board.  In  politics  he  has  manifested  little 
interest  in  party  affairs  and  has  attended  no  political 
convention.  He  is  one  of  the  Deacons  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  church  of  Kerens,  is  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school,  and  his  only  fraternal  connection  is  with 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  in  which  he  is  a  charter 
member. 

On  June  10,  1886,  in  Limestone  county  Mr.  Eeese 
married  Miss  Carrie  Brown.  Her  father,  Capt.  J.  P. 
Brown,  who  came  from  Georgia  to  Texas  before  the 
war,  went  out  from  this  state  for  service  in  the  Confed- 
erate army,  was  a  substantial  farmer,  and  was  twice 
elected  a  member  of  the  Texas  legislature.  Captain 
Brown  by  his  first  marriage  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Gip,  John,  Irvin,  William  and  Jiramie,  the  last 
the  wife  of  Frank  Bratton.  Mrs.  Eeeses  was  one  of  the 
two  children  by  the  second  marriage  of  Capt.  Brown. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eeese  have  the  following  family :  Cresidus, 
wife  of  Eoland  Mays,  of  Kerens;  Lucian  Larken,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seventeen;  Irene;  Annie;  Carrie; 
Johunie  B.;   and  Charles  Erin. 

I 
Abner  Luthek  Lewis.  Although  one  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  Grayson  county  bar,  Abner  Luther  Lewis 
is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  distinctively  representative 
clientage  which  has  connected  him  with  much  of  the 
important  litigation  tried  in  the  courts  of  this  district. 
Locating  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Denison  in 
1910,  the  favorable  opinion  passed  upon  him  at  that 
time  has  in  no  degree  been  modified,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, has  been  strengthened  with  the  passing  years  as 
he  has  demonstrated  his  ability  to  cope  with  the  intri- 
cate problems  of  the  law.  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  native  son  of 
Texas  and  of  Grayson  county,  having  been  born  at 
Pilot  Grove,  December  18,  1SS6,  a  son  of  Gyton  and 
Jennie  (Jackson)  Lewis.  Both  parents  are  natives  of 
Grayson  county,  where  the  father  was  for  some  years 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  at  this  time  reside 
in  Kimble  county,  where  they  continue  to  follow  the  till- 
ing of  the  soil.  Two  children  were  in  their  family: 
Abner  Luther,  of  this  review;  and  Archie  L.,  who  Is 
successfully  engaged  in  the  bakery  business  at  Denison. 
The  early  education  of  Abner  Luther  Lewis  was  se- 
cured in  the  public  schools  of  Denison,  but  the  family 
finances  were  such  that  after  he  had  passed  the  eighth 
grade  he  was  forced  to  lay  aside  his  books  and  begin  to 
work  to  assist  in  the  support  of  his  parents.  He  had 
early  cherished  an  ambition,  howevw,  to  enter  the  law, 
and  with  this  goal  in  view,  while  working  days  in  the 
transportation  department  of  the  offices  of  the  Missouri, 
Kansas  &  Texas  Eailroad.  at  Denison,  began  to  study 
nights  with  such  good  results  that  he  was  able  to  secure 
the  honors  of  his  class  when  he  graduated  from  high 
school.  After  eight  years  of  day  work  and  night  study, 
with  such  money  as  he  had  been  able  to  save  from  his 
earnings,  he  became  a  student  in  the  University  of 
Texas,"  and  there  spent  two  years,  proving  himself  a 
most  excellent  and  resceptive  scholar.  Upon  leaving 
that  institution  he  took  up  the  study  of  his  chosen  voca- 
tion in  the  offices  of  John  T.  Suggs,  under  whose  precep- 
torship  he  made  rapid  progress,  and  January  4,  1910, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  at  once  entered  practice  m 
Denison,  and  here  has  continued  to  maintain  his  field 
of  endeavor.  He  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  the  rising 
members  of  the  bar,  a  lawyer  strong  and  logical  in  argu- 
ment, forceful  in  the  presentation  of  his  cause,  with  a 
ready  command  of  language,  and  analytical  reasoning 
and  clear  deduction  which  prove  an  influencing  force  In 
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his  arguments.  His  practice  has  grown  steadily,  and  he 
has  been  eagerly  sought  in  a  number  of  cases  of  more 
than  ordinary  importance.  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  Democrat  and 
has  always  voted  in  support  of  his  party  and  his  friends, 
but  his  own  public  service  has  been  limited  to  a  short 
term  as  assistant  county  attorney  of  Grayson  county, 
an  office  from  which  he  resigned.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  the  Moose,  the  Voerwarts,  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  of  the  last- 
named  has  served  as  council  commander  for  four  years. 
He  is  also  identified  with  the  business  life  of  the  city  as 
a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  has  done 
much  to  advance  the  moral  tone  of  the  community  by  his 
connection  with  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  His  offices  are 
located  at  Nos.  312  and  314  Security  Building. 

On  January  26,  1905,  Mr.  Lewis"  was  married  (first) 
to  Miss  Lillian  Campbell,  who  died  November  27,  1905. 
His  second  marriage  occurred  to  Miss  Clara  Jackson  on 
March  11,  1913,  and  to  them  was  born  on  December 
21,  1913,  a  son,  Abner  Luther  Lewis,  Jr.  When  he  can 
spare  time  from  his  large  practice  and  other  interests. 
Mr.  Lewis  enjoys  taking  trips  to  neighboring  cities,  but 
he  has  not  yet  found  the  community  which  he  would  ex- 
change for  Denison,  in  the  continued  prosperity  of  which 
city  he  is  firmly  convinced.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
well  known  in  social  circles  of  the  city,  and  their  numer- 
ous friends  always  find  a  gracious  welcome  at  the  re- 
fined   Lewis    home,    located    at    No.    317    North    ScuUln 


George  Washington  Speed.  The  careers  of  few  Tex- 
ans  have  more  marks  of  real  business  accomplishment 
and  achievement  over  obstacles  than  this  well-known 
farmer  and  banker  of  Kerens.  He  grew  up  under  condi- 
tions which  made  the  obtaining  of  an  education  difficult, 
was  a  soldier  during  the  close  of  the  war  between  the 
states,  lived  for  a  number  of  years  in  close  intimacy 
with  hardship  and  poverty,  and  finally  moved  out  to 
Texas  to  begin  life  anew. 

It  was  in  1876  that  Mr.  Speed  settled  in  Navarro 
county.  His  first  home  was  on  Mill  Creek,  north  of 
Blooming  Grove,  where  he  began  with  exceedingly  lim- 
ited resources  and  bought  a  small  and  scarcely  improved 
tract  of  land  on  time.  When  he  arrived  he  owned  one 
mule,  and  his  wife  and  four  children  had  come  out  from 
Mississippi  on  a  wagon  owned  by  bis  brother.  It  was 
a  journey  of  six  weeks,  and  the  trip  had  the  usual 
spice  of  little  incidents  to  break  its  monotony. 

It  was  from  Covington  county,  Mississippi,  near  Wil- 
liamsburg, that  Mr.  Speed  set  out  when  he  determined 
to  seek  a  new  home  in  Texas.  He  was  born  there  April 
11,  1846,  and  grew  up  in  that  locality.  The  time  which 
would  have  proved  most  valuable  in  securing  an  educa- 
tion was  spent  in  the  army.  He  enlisted  in  1864  in 
Stubbs'  battalion  of  Woods'  Brigade  in  the  Confederate 
army,  and  was  a  river  guard  on  the  Mississippi  river  be- 
tween Natchez  and  Yazoo  city.  There  was  no  fighting 
of  any  consequence,  and  after  the  surrender  of  Lee  his 
command  was  disbanded.  He  then  returned  home  and 
assisted  his  father  in  farming.  After  the  war  he  man- 
aged by  hard  efforts  to  acquire  a  year  of  schooling,  and 
that  proved  exceedingly  valuable  to  him  later  in  life. 

On  December  1,  1869,  he  was  married,  and  began 
housekeeping  on  a  poor  little  farm  from  which  he  man- 
aged to  drag  the  living  until  he  left  that  state.  When 
he  moved  away  he  left  both  the  farm  and  the  furniture 
of  the  little  cabin  which  stood  upon  it.  His  total  re- 
sources on  leaving  Mississippi  amounted  to  about  two 
hundred  dollars,  and  on  arriving  in  Navarro  county  he 
paid  all  the  money  he  had,  twenty  dollars,  toward 
the  purchase  of  the  little  Mill  Creek  farm.  With  his 
single  mule  he  managed  to  make  two  crops,  and  from 
the  second  one  paid  the  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
which    still    incumbered    the   land,    and    then    bought    a 


team.  After  four  years  on  his  first  place,  he  made  a 
purchase  and  a  trade  and  acquired  a  farm  on  Black 
Hills,  nearer  to  and  northwest  of  Corsicana.  That  was 
the  scene  of  his  activities  for  twenty-three  years,  and 
his  activities  there  laid  the  basis  for  his  business  pros- 
perity. When  he  sold  out  he  was  the  owner  of  seven 
hundred  and  seven  acres,  well  improved  and  in  a  fine 
state  of  cultivation.  His  first  purchase  had  been  two 
hundred  and  thirty-six  acres,  and  the  rest  of  it  he  had 
added  from  time  to  time.  It  was  by  concentration  of 
effort  that  he  prospered,  and  though  a  popular  citizen 
and  frequently  urged  to  go  into  local  politics,  he  de- 
clined until  his  prosperity  was  securely  laid  and  he  could 
atford  the  leisure  for  public  effort. 

Mr.  Speed  has  been  a  resident  of  Kerens  since  1899, 
and  in  1901  sold  out  his  lands  at  Black  Hills  and  invested 
extensively  in  land  about  Kerens.  The  land  in  Elm 
Flat  was  cheap  at  that  time,  and  some  of  his  purchases 
were  secured  at  less  than  five  dollars  an  acre  while  for 
others  he  paid  as  high  as  twenty  dollars  an  acre.  AH 
the  land  which  he  bought  was  improved  and  brought  up 
to  cultivation,  and  for  some  time  he  was  one  of  the  ac- 
tive farmers  in  this  vicinity.  Out  of  the  various  pur- 
chases made  Mr.  Speed  stUl  owns  more  than  a  thousand 
acres,  and  over  half  of  this  amount  has  come  under 
cultivation  through  his  own  efforts  or  under  his  direc- 
tion. Throughout  his  career  in  Texas  he  has  been  more 
or  less  engaged  in  the  stock  business,  and  in  later  years 
has  done  a  great  deal  of  feeding  and  has  handled  im- 
proved grades  of  cattle  and  horses.  He  has  also  helped 
local  business  enterprise  by  subscribing  stock  for  two 
cotton  gins.  On  the  organization  of  the  First  State 
Bank  of  Kerens  Mr.  Speed  was  one  of  the  large  stock 
holders,  became  second  president,  now  vice  president  and 
a  director.  Fraternally  his  relations  are  with  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Fraternal 
Union,  and  his  church  is  the  Baptist. 

Mr.  Speed  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Burkhalter,  daugh- 
ter of  Joshua  Burkhalter,  a  Mississippi  farmer  whose 
wife  was  Martha  Harvey,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  six  of  whom  grew  up.  The  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Speed  are:  Martin  L.,  a  real  estate 
dealer  and  farmer  at  Beasley;  John  B.,  of  San  Jose, 
California;  Lillie,  widow  of  Joseph  Lindsey  of  Kerens; 
Maggie,  who  married  W.  D.  Arnett  of  Kerens;  Martha, 
wife  of  J.  C.  Spurger  of  Kerens;  Joseph  and  Joshua, 
twin  sons,  both  of  whom  live  in  Kerens;  Josephine,  who 
married  Thomas  Stockton  of  Kerens;  Elmo,  who  died 
a  young  man  after  his  marriage  to  Miss  Stockton ;  Geor- 
gie,  wife  of  W.  Bain  of  Kerens;  Charles  C,  of  Kerens; 
Essie,  wife  of  E.  C.  Bain;  Elijah  B.;  and  Trudie  May. 
Mr.  Speed  has  become  the  father  of  seventeen  chU- 
dren,  and  thirteen  of  them  are  still  living.  While  his 
business  career  has  been  one  of  increasing  prosperity, 
he  should  also  be  honored  not  less  for  his  value  to  the 
community  as  the  father  of  a  large  and  useful  family. 

Brief  reference  should  also  be  made  to  the  earlier 
generation  of  his  family.  The  Speeds  were  Scotch-Irish 
and  early  settlers  in  America,  and  all  were  loyal  ad 
herents  of  the  cause  of  the  colonies  during  the  Eevolu- 
tion  and  several  male  members  served  as  soldiers  m 
that  war.  Grandfather  William  Speed  moved  from 
South  Carolina  to  Mississippi,  and  was  a  planter.  He 
married  a  Miss  Lawrence,  and  their  children  were: 
James  Monroe;  Benjamin;  two  by  the  name  of  William, 
one  being  W.  L.,  and  the  other  W.  W. ;  Mrs.  Craig;  and 
Mrs.  John  Jolly.  James  Monroe  Speed,  father  "of  the 
Kerens  business  man,  was  born  in  the  Anderson  district 
of  South  Carolina  in  May,  1808,  and  died  in  December, 
1887,  in  Covington  county,  Mississippi.  His  life  was 
spent  as  a  farmer,  he  owned  slaves  before  the  war,  and 
favored  the  secession  of  the  South.  Four  of  his  sons 
went  out  and  wore  the  gray  as  Confederate  soldiers. 
Those  of  his  chOdren  who  grew  up  were:  William; 
James;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Thomas  Bigland;  George 
W. ;  Joseph;  Benjamin;  John;  Martin  Luther;  Martha, 
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who  married  William  Keys;  Josephine,  who  married 
Warren  Knight;  and  Meshack.  Of  these  children,  Ben- 
jamin and  George  W.  both  became  permanent  residents 
of  Texas. 

Though  in  his  earlier  years  Mr.  Speed  declmed  par- 
ticipation in  politics,  he  has  proved  a  most  usefiU  mem- 
ber of  the  community  at  Kerens.  He  served  four  years 
as  alderman,  and  for  a  similar  period  was  a  member  of 
the  council.  When  first  in  the  council  the  streets  were 
graded  and  plank  sidewalks  built,  although  at  the  time 
he  urged  the  building  of  cement  walks  as  cheaper  and 
more  durable  article.  Since  he  returned  to  the  board 
this  improvement  has  been  carried  out.  He  is  one  of 
the  substantial  advocates  and  supporters  of  the  movement 
for  instituting  waterworks,  and  that  proposition  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  voters  of  that  community  in  1914,  and  car- 
ried In  his  relation  to  the  schools  Mr.  Speed  has  served 
as  a  trustee,  while  at  the  Black  Hills  he  served  his  dis- 
trict almost  continuously,  and  in  Kerens  was  a  member 
of  the  board  of  education  two  years.  Having  been  un- 
fortunate in  his  own  educational  experiences,  he  under- 
stands what  the  loss  of  proper  schooling  means  to  men 
and  women,  and  has  exerted  his  efforts  not  only  in  be- 
half of  his  own  children  but  of  all  those  in  the  com- 
munity where  he  lives.  At  different  times  he  has  been 
a  worker  in  the  local  conventions  of  the  Democratic 
partv,  and  was  a  Wilson  supporter  in  1912.  During  the 
construction  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Kerens  he  was  a 
member  of  the  building  committee,  and  has  always  given 
liberally  of  means  to  anything  of  consequence  in  his 
locality.  He  took  up  the  cause  of  good  roads,  and 
while  a  worker  in  this  direction  has  never  found  it 
convenient  to  attend  the  various  conventions  and  meet- 
ings called  to  consider  that  proposition  and  other  com- 
mercial causes.  It  should  be  stated  that  while  Mr. 
Speed  has  been  distinguished  by  his  ability  as  a  con- 
structive business  man,  he  has  never  tried  to  keep  every 
dollar,  and  has  used  his  means  wisely  and  public  spir- 
itedly. 

Col.  WrLLi.\M  H.  Maktin.  A  citizen  who  will  be  re- 
membered bv  members  of  the  older  generation  as  a 
prominent  banker,  business  man  and  journalist  of  Brown- 
wood,  Texas,  was  the  late  Col.  William  H.  Martm, 
whose  death  in  1S86  removed  from  this  section  one  whose 
influence  was  ever  for  good  and  whose  useful 
and  industrious  life  may  serve  as  an  example  worthy 
of  emulation  bv  the  youth  of  today.  Ot  Scotch- 
Irish  and  Holland  Dutch  descent,  he  was  born  at  Fulton, 
Missouri,  where  the  family  was  well  known,  m  June, 
1833,  and  was  a  son  of  William  E.  and  Margaret 
(Wright)    Martin.  ^    . 

William  K.  Martin  was  a  native  Missourian,  and  tor 
many  vears  was  the  owner  of  a  large  plantation  in  the 
vicinity  of  Martinsburg,  which  town  was  named  in  his 
honor.  Prior  to  the  war  between  the  South  and  the 
North  he  was  the  owner  of  large  numbers  of  slaves,  and 
was  considered  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  his  com- 
munitv,  where  he  died  in  1ST3.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  he  was  again  married,  and  his  second  wife  fol- 
lowed him  to  the  grave  a  few  years  after  his  demise 

William  H.  Martin  was  the  second  child  born  to  his 
father's  first  marriage,  and  grew  up  in  his  native  local- 
ity, receiving  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  subsequently  studying  law  under  the  preceptorship  of 
ex-Governor  Hardin,  of  Missouri,  who  was  then  a  promi- 
nent attorney  of  Mexico,  that  state.  Shortly  after  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Martin  took  about  forty 
slaves  to  Alabama  for  safety,  and  while  there  joined 
the  Confederate  army  under  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  was 
subsequently  captured  by  the  Union  troops,  and  upon 
his  exchange  secured  his  honorable  discharge  on  account 
of  ill  health,  and  was  never  able  to  again  go  to  the 
front.  On  his  return  to  private  life  he  took  up  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Martinsburg,  where  he  was 
also  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  but  in  1877  came  to 


Texas  and  at  once  located  in  Brownwood,  where  he  be- 
came the  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Brown  County 
Banner,  a  publication  which  he  continued  successfully 
for  some  years.  He  was  also  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness until  about  1878,  when  he  assisted  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  bank  of  Coggin  Brothers,  this  subsequently 
being  succeeded  by  the  firm  of  Coggin,  Ford  &  Martin, 
bankers,  with  which  he  was  connected  as  cashier  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  widely  known  in  Texas 
banking  circles,  and  had  the  utmost  confidence  of  his  as- 
sociates, who  depended  upon  his  judgment  and  fore- 
sight in  matters  of  importance.  Ever  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat, he  was  active  in  his  support  of  the  party's  prin- 
ciples, although  he  never  sought  office  on  his  own  ac- 
count. He  was  a  popular  member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
and  his  religious  connection  was  with  the  Baptist  church 
and  ever  lived  up  to  its  teachings.  His  funeral  was 
conducted  by  Eev.  John  D.  Robnett,  pastor  of  the 
Brownwood  Baptist  church,  and  was  largely  attended  by 
his  hosts  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  who  gathered  to 
do  honor  to  the  memory  of  one  who  had  ever  proved 
himself  a  worthy  citizen,  an  honorable  man  of  business 
and  a  loyal  and  generous  friend.  His  remains  were 
interred  in  Greenleaf  Cemetery. 

On  November  4,  1864,  Colonel  Martin  was  married  at 
Martinsburg,  Missouri,  to  Mrs.  Martha  A.  Powell,  whose 
father  was  a  retired  farmer  and  slave  holder  of  Martins- 
burg, Missouri,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1884.  By 
her  former  marriage,  Mrs.  Martin  had  two  children. 
Mary  Lewis  ("Dollie")  Powell  married  Eev.  John  D. 
Eobnett,  a  Baptist  minister,  and  the  founder  of  Howard 
Payne  College,  of  Brownwood,  a  Baptist  college  for  girls 
and  boys,  in  which  young  ministers  are  given  free  tui- 
tion. Four  children  were  born  to  them:  John  D.  Rob- 
nett, a  paymaster  in  the  United  States  Navy,  living  at 
Washington,  D.  C;  James  Eobnett,  who  entered  the 
ministry  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  after  a  short  pas- 
torate at  Amarillo,  Texas,  entered  the  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  he 
died  in  1901,  leaving  a  widow  and  two  children;  Ausy 
Hamilton  Eobnett,  a  physician  and  surgeon  of  the 
United  States  Navy;  and  E.  H.,  an  electrician  at  Bal- 
timore. James  Powell,  the  son  born  to  Mrs.  Martin's 
first  marriage,  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years. 

Three  children  were  born  to  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Martin: 
Adine  Lee,  who  was  married  December  23,  18S6,  to 
William  Muse,  an  attorney  and  credit  man  for  the 
John  V.  Farwell  Company,  wholesale  dry  goods  mer- 
chants at  Chicago,  Illinois;  James  Powell,  born  May  17, 
1868,  who  is  married  and  is  a  stockman  and  contractor 
of  Brownwood;  and  George  Clarence,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  seven  months.  Mrs.  Martin,  a  lady  of  culture  and 
refinement,  survives  her  husband  and  resides  in  a  com- 
fortable modern  home  at  Brownwood,  in  which  city  she 
is  widely  known  in  social  circles  and  in  charitable  work. 

William  Boone  Cheatham.  Many  years  have  passed 
since  William  Boone  Cheatham  settled  in  Edgewood  and 
engaged  in  real  estate  activities,  in  which  he  has  been 
moderately  prosperous  and  successful.  Coming  here  in 
1884,  as  a  young  man,  he  engaged  in  ranching  and  stock 
raising,  but  his  native  thrift  and  business  acumen  soon 
prompted  him  to  do  some  speculating  in  land  values. 
Buying  small  tracts  of  land  at  a  time  when  the  prices 
ranged  from  $1.50  to  $3.00  an  acre  for  the  best  land,  he 
entered,  with  the  swelling  tide  of  immigration  and  set- 
tlement, into  the  real  estate  business  in  genuine  ear- 
nest, and  he  has  since  continued  in  that  enterprise.  He 
is  the  owner  of  some  very  fine  farming  lands,  which, 
under  the  guidance  and  care  of  his  tenants,  yield  him  a 
handsome  income,  and  all  things  considered,  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  independent  men  of  the  county. 

Born  Marsh  21,  1856,  in  Titus  county,  Texas,  William 
Boone  Cheatham  is  a  son  of  Edward  Cheatham,  who 
was  born  near  Nashville,  Tennessee,  in  1811.  He  was 
given  a  good  education  and  in  his  young  manhood  mar- 
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ried  Miss  Martha  Skinner,  a  daughter  of  Livingston  Skin- 
ner. She  died  in  1S56,  leaving  children  as  follows: 
George  R.,  who  spent  his  life  in  Morris  county,  and 
when  he  died,  left  a  family  there;  Thomas  H.,  who  died 
in  Van  Zandt  county  in  1910;  James,  who  died  in 
Morris  county,  leaving  one  daughter;  Sallie,  who  mar- 
ried J.  B.  Lilly  and  resides  at  Kenefick,  Okla.;  Emma, 
living  at  Whitesboro,  Texas,  the  wife  of  B.  T.  Hays; 
and  William  Boone  Cheatham  of  this  review. 

Edward  Cheatham,  it  should  be  said  in  further  de- 
lineation of  the  life  of  that  worthy  Texan,  came  to  this 
state  in  1838  and  stopped  at  Crockett,  from  which  point 
he  soon  joined  a  surveying  party  engaged  in  locating 
lands  along  the  old  Cherokee  trail,  as  far  west  as  the 
Trinity  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Dallas.  They  were  in 
a  wild  and  unsettled  country  and  at  Grand  Saline  Prairie 
they  tried  conclusions  with  the  Indians,  coming  off  vic- 
torious and  without  fatalities,  but  in  their  next  encounter 
with  them  at  the  Forks  of  the  Trinity  river,  where  they 
made  camp,  they  were  not  so  fortunate,  losing  one  man 
to  the  skill  of  the  enemy.  The  party  was  engaged  in 
locating  headrigbts,  and  Edward  Cheatham  located  for 
himself  a  fine  tract  of  land,  which  he  sold  late  in  life. 
He  lived  in  Titus  county,  near  Daingerfield,  until  1866, 
when  he  moved  to  Upshur  county  and  located  in  the 
vicinity  of  Coft'eyville,  where  he  passed  away  in  1897. 
He  was  a  Methodist,  and  a  quiet  man,  retiring  in  man- 
ner, but  determined  in  purpose,  and  he  was  well  known 
in  the  communities  where  he  maintained  his  residence. 

William  Boone  Cheatham  was  a  boy  of  ten  years  when 
his  father  moved  to  Upshur  county  and  near  Coffey- 
ville  he  was  reared  gaining  his  education  in  the  country 
schools.  He  engaged  in  active  farming  when  he  became 
of  age  and  continued  therein  in  that  enterprise  until  the 
early  nineties,  when  he  abandoned  the  industry  for  the 
purjjose  of  further  devoting  himself  to  real  estate  ac-  . 
tivities,  in  which  he  had  become  interested.  He  came 
to  this  locality  in  about  1884,  settling  on  a  farm,  at  a 
time  when  farm  lands  were  at  the  lowest  ebb.  He  soon 
began  to  indulge  in  a  mild  form  of  speculation  in  these 
lands,  and  began  to  buy  more  and  more  widely,  giving 
up  farming  entirely.  He  has  repeatedly  sold  much  of 
the  land  adjacent  to  Edgewood,  and  he  has  furthermore 
carried  on  a  sort  of  home-making  process  by  bringing 
under  cultivation  wild  lands,  building  houses  upon  them 
and  selling  them.  He  has  witnessed  the  sale  of  farm 
lands  in  these  parts  at  prices  as  low  as  $1.50  the  acre, 
and  has  likewise  seen  the  same  lands  climb  in  value  to 
$100  an  acre.  He  has  encouraged  in  various  ways  the 
entry  of  new  blood  into  the  county,  as  well  as  the  in- 
crease of  the  acreage  under  cultivation,  and  his  work 
has  been  a  most  telling  one  in  the  business  of  settling 
the  county  and  promoting  agricultural  activities.  He  is 
an  acknowledged  authority  upon  the  adaptability  of 
the  soils'  here  to  the  various  crops,  having  all  his  days, 
even  since  he  abandoned  active  farming,  .maintained 
an  active  interest  in  the  more  practical  aspects  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Cheatham's  connection  with  polities  has  been  of 
a  desultory  nature,  rather  than  otherwise,  including  his 
attendance  at  a  few  conventions  of  Democrats  bent  upon 
naming  candidates  for  public  oflBLce,  and  he  has  met  other 
delegates  in  state  convention  work,  notably  when  Mr. 
Colquitt  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  Texas.  He  is 
not  especially  active  in  the  party  ranks,  however,  and 
has  never  shown  any  inclination  to  get  into  politics  on 
his  own  account.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  of  the  Knights  and  Ladies 
of  Honor,  while  his  churchly  relations  are  maintained  as 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

In  December,  1878,  Mr.  Cheatham  was  married  in 
Upshur  county,  Texas,  to  Miss  Amanda  Campbell,  a 
daughter  of  George  Campbell,  a  well  known  merchant 
and  farmer  who  came  to  Texas  from  Mississippi,  his 
native  state,  and  settled  in  Upshur  county.  There  Mrs. 
Chatham  was  born  in  1861,  and  she  has  borne  her  hus- 


band one  child,  Mabel  Cheatham,  the  wife  of  0.  L. 
Beard,  of  Edgewood,  Texas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beard  have 
had  four  children:  Oma,  Glenn,  Douglas,  who  is  de- 
ceased, and  Bonnie. 

The  Cheatham  family  is  one  of  excellent  standing  in 
their  home  community,  and  they  have  a  large  circle  of 
friends  in  and  about  the  county,  where  they  have  long 
been  known.  As  one  who  has  wielded  a  most  excellent 
influence  in  the  matter  of  promoting  the  development  of 
the  county,  Mr.  Cheatham 's  place  is  everywhere  acknowl- 
edged. 

Denny  Edmund  Walshe.  No  less  for  his  public  serv- 
ice in  Grand  Saline  than  for  his  business  accomplish- 
ments is  Denny  Edmund  Walshe  known  and  esteemed 
in  these  parts.  He  has  spent  nineteen  years  as  a  resi- 
dent of  this  city,  and  as  postmaster  since  1897  he  has 
filled  an  important  position  in  the  public  life  of  the 
place.  He  has  for  a  great  many  years  been  identified 
with  the  salt  industry,  becoming  first  associated  with 
that  enterprise  as  a  young  man  just  assuming  the  re- 
sponsibility of  his  own  career,  and  he  has  risen  to  a 
position  of  some  importance  in  that  line  of  work. 

A  native  of  New  York  City,  Denny  Edmund  Walshe 
was  born  there  on  October  21,  1865,  and  he  is  the  son 
of  Capt.  John  P.  and  Mary  Ann  (Gerton)  Walshe.  Cap- 
tain AValshe,  it  should  be  stated,  passed  almost  his  en- 
tire life  in  the  army  service,  and  he  died  on  duty  near 
Dayton,  Ohio,  on  June  29,  1891,  and  there  is  buried. 
He  was  born  in  county  Mayo,  Ireland,  in  1821,  and  was 
a  man  of  considerable  education,  coming  of  a  fine  old 
Irish  family  that  contributed  a  number  of  the  name  to 
American  citizenship.  John  P.  Walshe  was  the  advance 
guard  of  the  family  in  that  respect,  and  he  reached  these 
shores  in  the  early  fifties.  He  was  engaged  in  business 
activities  in  New  York  City  when  the  Civil  war  broke 
out,  and  he  promptly  enlisted  for  service,  serving  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  as  a  member  of  the  Eighth  Cavalry. 
He  passed  through  the  long  civil  conflict,  coming  out  of 
the  army  as  a  commissioned  ofBcer,  and  a  short  time 
after  his  discharge  he  applied  for  admission  to  the  Reg- 
ular Army  service  as  a  lieutenant  of  cavalry.  He  gave 
his  remaining  years  of  life  to  the  army  service,  moving 
to  Texas  in  1871  and  establishing  his  family  at  Fort 
Grifl5n,  where  for  some  years  the  wife  and  mother  con- 
ducted an  inn  or  tavern.  With  his  command  under  Gen- 
eral Terry  Lieutenant  Walshe  served  at  various  points 
in  the  United  States  and  was  in  the  Big  Horn  country 
in  1876  when  the  Custer  Massacre  took  place. 

Lieutenant  Walshe  was  married  in  Liverpool,  England, 
in  1851,  and  when  he-  came  to  America  as  an  emigrant, 
he  brought  his  young  wife  with  him.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Martin  and  Mary  Ann  (Walshe)  Gerton,  of  Lan- 
cashire, and  she  died  in  Colorado  City,  Texas,  in  1890, 
when  she  was  sixty  vears  of  age.  She  had  actually 
moved  her  Fort  Griffin"  hotel  to  Colorado  City.  The  hotel 
which  was  leased  by  Mrs.  Walshe,  was  moved  from  Fort 
Griffin  to  Colorado  City  in  the  following  manner :  It  was 
taken  apart  and  sectionalized  and  numbered,  board  by 
board  and  spile  by  spile,  and  carried  by  wagon  from 
Fort  Griffin  to  Albany,  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles,  from 
there  to  Cisco  by  rail  and  from  there  to  Colorado  City 
by  rail,  where  it  was  erected  and  conducted  by  our  sub- 
ject 's  mother  for  a  short  period.  It  was  known  as  the 
' '  Planters  Hotel, ' '  and  it  was  in  this  old  plains  hostelry 
that  Denny  Walshe  gained  his  first  notions  of  business- 
methods.  Twelve  children  were  born  to  Captain  Walshe 
and  his  industrious  and  thrifty  wife.  Only  four  of  that 
number  reached  years  of  maturity,  Thos.  A.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years;  Denny  Edmund;  Josephine, 
the  wife  of  J.  A.  Clarey,  of  Fort  Worth;  and  Mary  A., 
the  wife  of  Frank  Tierney,  of  Dallas. 

Denny  E.  Walshe  grew  up  in  Fort  Griffin  and  in  Colo- 
rado city,  both  in  Texas,  the  family  having  moved  to- 
the  latter  place  in  1883.  He  gained  his  education  in  a 
sort   of  high   school  maintained   by   voluntary   contribu- 
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tions  from  the  army  contingent  of  the  fort.  As  a  young 
man  he  aided  in  the  construction  of  the  salt  works  in 
Colorado  City  in  1885,  and  it  is  worthy  of  mention  that 
this  plant  made  the  first  vat  of  steam-refined  salt  in 
Texas.  In  this  service  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  the 
Salt  City  people  of  Grand  Saline,  a  matter  that  subse- 
quently affected  his  entire  career.  For  several  years  the 
young  man  was  employed  as  a  peace  officer  in  Colorado 
City,  being  chosen  in  the  office  of  City  Deputy  Marshal 
and  serving  two  terms,  later  serving  as  constable  and 
still  later  as  deputy  United  States  Marshal  of  the  West- 
ern District  of  Texas. 

After  a  service  of  some  eight  years  as  an  officer  of  the 
law  he  resigned  and  entered  the  merchandise  business 
as  a  clerk  for  the  firm  of  Waldo  &  Wells,  hardware 
merchants  of  Colorado  City.  He  was  made  the  manager 
of  a  branch  store  they  opened  in  Pond  Creek,  Oklahoma, 
while  he  was  connected  with  the  house,  and  in  1894  he 
went  to  Fort  Worth  to  engage  in  service  with  the  Voss- 
Brooks  Construction  Company,  building  an  electric  line 
out  to  the  Polytechnic  School.  Later  he  became  city 
collector  for  the  Fort  Worth  Lumber  Company,  filling  the 
position  for  a  year. 

It  was  at  this  juncture  that  he  was  called  to  Grand 
Saline  by  his  former  Colorado  City  employers  in  the 
salt  industry,  and  he  took  with  them  a  position  as  as- 
sistant superintendent  of  their  plant,  which  he  filled  for 
seven  years.  The  superintendent  of  the  plant  was  Mr. 
Wilderspin,  an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Walshe,  whose  connection 
with  the  salt  industry  at  this  point  extended  over  a  long 
period,  and  who  was  most  important  as  a  factor  in  the 
upbuilding  of  the  industry.  While  Mr.  Walshe  served 
his  company  effectively,  he  also  administered  the  affairs 
of  the  local  postoffice  as  postmaster  during  such  time  as 
the  office  was  maintained  as  a  fourth  class  office.  When 
the  office  was  raised  to  a  third  class,  he  resigned  from 
his  position  with  the  salt  company  and  assumed  active 
charge  of  the  postoffice,  its  new  status  being  such  as  to 
demand  all  his  time  in  the  supervision  of  its  affairs. 
Mr.  Walshe 's  experience  in  the  cattle  industry  was  as  a 
range  rider  or  on  the  trail,  and  he  also  had  an  interest 
at  one  time  in  a  few  hundred  head  of  cattle  and  horses. 

As  Mr.  Walshe  continued  a  resident  here  he  developed 
a  wholesome  interest  in  the  Republican  politics  of  the 
county,  and  has  for  some  years  been  a  factor  in  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  party.  He  has  represented  his  county  in 
various  Republican  conventions,  including  senatorial  and 
congressional,  and  was  chairman  pro  tem  of  the  con- 
gressional convention  at  Tyler,  in  1908.  His  first  presi- 
dential commission  as  postmaster  came  from  Roosevelt 's 
hand,  as  did  his  second  one,  and  on  August  16,  191-3, 
he  was  commissioned  by  President  Taft  for  a  term  of 
four  years.  All  the  rural  mail  service  has  developed 
here  under  his  regime  and  six  routes  distribute  mail  from 
this  office.  In  recent  time  the  increased  work  of  the  of- 
fice has  necessitated  the  addition  of  two  clerks,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  postmaster,  who  gives  all  his  time  to  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

Mr.  Walshe  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Postmaster's 
Association  of  Texas,  the  same  being  the  mother  or- 
ganization of  this  body  for  the  world,  and  he  was  vice 
president  of  it  and  active  in  the  work  of  furthering  its 
efficiency  and  purpose.  As  an  alderman  of  Grand  Saline 
he  has  rendered  a  worthy  service  to  the  city,  and  was 
at  one  time  a  member  of  the  board  of  education,  on 
which  he  has  served  variously  as  president,  secretary  and 
treasurer,  and  in  all  of  which  capacities  he  proved  well 
the  interest  he  ha.s  ever  felt  in  matters  of  an  educa- 
tional import  in  his  home  community. 

Matters  of  fraternalism  have  won  and  held  the  in- 
terest of  Mr.  Walshe  for  years,  and  especially  in  Masonry 
is  he  well  advanced  and  prominent.  He  is  the  pioneer 
Master  of  the  Blue  Lodge  of  Grand  Saline,  and  has 
served  as  its  secretary  also,  as  well  as  serving  as  High 
Priest  of  the  Chapter.  He  was  a  member  of  the  By-laws 
committee  of  the  Texas  Grand  Lodge  for  several  years. 


He  is  a  member  of  HUla  Temple,  Dallas,  and  there  took 
his  Scottish  Rite  degree  in  1905.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  degree  team  of  1907  and  helped  to  confer  the  28th 
degree  in  Masonry  with  the  Grand  Saline  team,  upon 
Senator  Morris,  Shepherd,  Bishop  Garrett  and  Dr.  Buck- 
ner.  Other  fraternal  associations  of  Mr.  Walshe  are  his 
connection  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  woodmen  of  the  World. 
In  the  Knights  of  Pythias  he  is  a  Past  Chancellor,  and 
is  also  a  Past  Grand  in  Oddfellowship.  With  his  fam- 
ily, he  has  membership  in  the  Episcopal  church  of  this 
city. 

On  August  25,  1897,  Mr.  Walshe  was  married  in  Grand 
Saline  to  Miss  Matilda  Wilderspin,  of  English  birth, 
having  been  born  in  Cambridgeshire  in  1S75.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Alfred  Wilderspin,  an  inn-keeper  in  Ells- 
worth, England,  and  his  wife,  Mary  Ann  (Clark)  Wilder- 
spin,  and  is  one  of  their  nine  children.  Four  of  that 
number  are  residents  of  Texas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walshe 
have  three  children:  Blount  Ernest  Anderson  Walshe, 
Lindley  Mortimer  and  Mary  Winifred  Walshe. 

David  F.  Stuart,  M.  D.  A  noble  position,  a  splendid 
servant  of  the  public  to  his  profession,  a  capable  business 
man  and  esteemed  wherever  knoT^'n  for  his  professional 
and  private  character,  David  Finney  Stuart  was  for 
forty  years  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Houston,  with 
which  community  the  best  portion  of  his  life  was  identi- 
fied. He  died  at  his  home  in  that  city  on  September  8, 
1909,  being  seventy-six  years  of  age.  He  had  lived  in 
Texas  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  during  the  war 
was  a  surgeon  in  the  Confederate  army.  Houston  and 
Texas  had  no  more  loyal  citizen  than  the  late  Dr.  Stuart. 
He  was  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word  a  philanthropist, 
the  every  day  work  of  his  life  having  been  of  a  charac- 
ter which  spread  its  benefits  among  hundreds  of  men  and 
women,  and  like  the  best  of  the  representatives  of  his 
profession,  his  charity  was  entirely  unostentatious,  and 
was  performed  as  a  matter  of  duty  and  very  often  with- 
out expectation  of  any  reward. 

David  Finney  Stuart  was  born  in  Brook  county.  West 
Virginia,  in  1833,  and  was  descended  from  sturdy  Scotch 
ancestors.  The  founder  of  the  family  in  Pennsylvania, 
about  1800,  was  Galbraith  Stuart,  who  married  Miss 
Mary  Cummings,  daughter  of  a  prominent  Virginian. 
Dr.  Stuart  had  one  brother  and  four  sisters,  including 
Mrs.  George  C.  Red,  who  founded  Stuart  Seminary,  one 
of  the  successful  educational  institutions  of  the  state. 

Dr.  Stuart  grew  up  in  the  Pan  Handle  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  finished  his  early  education  in  Bethany  Col- 
lege, an  institution  founded  by  Alexander  Campbell  of 
the  Christian  church.  In  1850,  when  seventeen  v-ears  of 
age  he  came  to  Texas,  and  located  at  Gay  Hill  in  Wash- 
ington county,  where  his  brother-in-law.  Dr.  George  0. 
Red  had  already  settled.  He  first  studied  medicine 
under  Dr.  Red,  and  beginning  with  1859  attended  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College  at  Philadelphia,  for  two  courses, 
followed  by  further  study  in  the  medical  college  of 
Louisiana  at  New  Orleans.  Returning  to  Texas,  he  soon 
built  up  a  splendid  practice,  and  his  services  as  a  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  were  widely  in  demand  in  his  part 
of  the  state.  He  was  not  permitted  to  remain  long 
in  the  quiet  rounds  of  his  professional  duties.  With 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  1861,  he  was  appointed  as- 
sistant surgeon  in  the  Tenth  Texas  Regiment,  and 
from  that  was  promoted  to  regimental  surgeon.  His 
professional  skill,  executive  ability,  and  valor  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
officers  of  the  Tennessee  army,  and  he  was  next  made 
senior  surgeoSn  of  Granbarry's  Texas  brigade,  with 
which  he  served  with  distinction  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  During  his  services  Dr.  Stuart  was  several  times 
wounded,  and  once  was  captured  and  kept  in  prison  at 
Camp  Douglas  in  Chicago  for  six  months.  The  high 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  army  officers  often 
brought  upon  him  greater  responsibilities  than  his  offi- 
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cial  position  called  for,  but  he  was  always  equal  to  the 
demand.  It  is  said  that  among  fighting  soldiers  no 
more  popular  officer  was  to  be  found  in  the  army  than 
Dr.   Stuart. 

With  the  close  of  the  four  years '  struggle,  he  re- 
turned home  to  "Washington  county,  and  in  1867  located 
in  Houston.  He  had  an  excellent  practice  in  a  short 
time,  and  was  the  first  physician  in  the  city  to  recognize 
the  needs  for  a  private  hospital  and  act  upon  his  recogni- 
tion of  that  requirement.  He  established  a  private  in- 
firmary, in  association  with  the  late  Dr.  J.  Larendon, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Stuart  &  Larendon.  The  firm 
subsequently  became  Stuart,  Larendon  &  Boyles,  the 
third  member  being  the  late  T.  J.  Boyles.  With  the  re- 
tirement of  Dr.  Larendon,  the  firm  continued  as  Stuart 
&  Boyles,  until  1901  when  Dr.  Boyles  died,  after  which 
the  title  became  Stuart,  Eed  &  Stuart,  the  latter  being 
the  son  of  Dr.  Stuart. 

However,  it  was  in  fields  other  than  as  a  private 
practitioner,  or  in  connection  with  the  infirmary  that 
Dr.  Stuart  made  his  most  conspicuous  mark  in  the 
medical  history  of  this  state.  In  1872  he  was  ap- 
pointed chief  surgeon  of  the  Houston  &  Texas  Central 
Eailroad,  a  jiosition  which  he  held  until  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  also  chief  surgeon  of  the  Houston, 
East  &  West  Texas  Eailway  when  it  was  completed  to 
Houston,  and  when  that  city  became  a  point  on  the  lines 
of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Eailway  and  the  Gulf, 
Colorado  &  Santa  Fe  Eailway,  he  was  likewise  appointed 
their  local  medical  representative.  In  1871  Dr.  Stuart 
was  honored  by  election  to  the  office  of  vice  president 
of  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  in  1873  was  made 
president  of  that  body.  In  1876  he  served  as  a  delegate 
to  the  meeting  of  the  International  Medical  Associa- 
tion, held  at  Philadelphia,  during  the  Centennial  Cele- 
bration. From  1878  to  1895  he  was  president  of  the  old 
Galveston  Medical  College,  which  in  the  latter  year 
became  the  medical  department  of  the  State  University. 

In  Houston  and  South  Texas,  Dr.  Stuart's  work  as 
a  physician  is  best  remembered  for  the  important  serv- 
ice he  rendered  to  the  cause  of  public  health  while 
chairman  of  the  city  board  of  health  in  Houston.  In 
1867,  he  fell  a  victim  to  a  scourge  of  yellow  fever,  passed 
through  it  safely,  and  his  experiences  and  studies  sub- 
sequently made  him  one  of  the  recognized  authorities 
on  this  disease  in  all  Texas.  At  every  subsequent 
recurrence  of  yellow  fever  in  Houston  and  other  Texas 
communities,  he  was  frequently  consulted,  and  the  con- 
fidence of  the  profession  and  the  people  in  Dr.  Stuart 
often  enabled  a  community  to  withstand  the  plague  and 
prevent  a  complete  depopulation  of  the  locality.  In  1897 
it  was  reported  that  a  case  of  yellow  fever  had  developed 
in  Houston.  An  expert  delegated  by  the  United  States 
government  visited  the  city  and  pronounced  the  case 
yellow  fever.  Eailroad  towns  along  all  lines  entering 
Houston  required  a  rigid  quarantine,  and  it  was  en- 
forced with  such  severity  that  it  meant  a  terrific  loss 
to  the  commerce  and  prestige  of  the  community.  Dr. 
Stuart  through  his  superior  skill  and  ability  not  only 
proved  the  case  was  not  yellow  fever,  but  in  less  than 
four  days  had  convinced  the  health  physicians  of  the 
surrounding  town  of  the  proof  of  his  eiiieiency,  so  that 
all  quarantines  against  Houston  were  raised.  Dr.  Stuart 
was  perhaps  best  known  for  his  accomplishments  in  the 
general  field  of  medicine,  but  he  was  a  rare  surgeon  and 
performed  many  of  the  most  difficult  surgical  operations. 
For  a  number  of  years  in  Houston  he  represented  as 
medical  examiner  a'  number  of  the  life  insurance  com- 
panies. It  is  not  usual  for  a  successful  professional 
man  to  win  a  reputation  in  practical  business  affairs, 
but  Dr.  Stuart  had  a  keen  business  judgment  and  was 
often  entrusted  with  the  management  of  large  affairs. 
In  1886  he  was  appointed  receiver  of  the  Houston  Sav- 
ings Bank,  and  at  the  end  of  a  receivership  of  two  years, 
paid  the  creditors  seventy  cents  on  the  dollar.     He  was 


for  several  years  a  director  of  the  Commercial  National 
Bank  of  Houston,  and  interested  in  various  other  busi- 
ness undertakings.  Dr.  Stuart  was  one  of  the  leading 
men  in  the  support  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Houston,  and  was  a  member  of  the  building  committee 
that  erected  the  magnificent  stone  church  at  Main  street 
and  McKinney  avenue,  his  individual  contributions  hav- 
ing been  among  the  largest  in  the  construction  of  that 
edifice. 

Dr.  Stuart  was  first  married  September  17,  1867,  to 
Miss  Ellen  Dart.  The  children  of  that  union  were  the 
late  Dr.  J.  E.  Stuart  of  Houston,  and  Daisy,  wife  of 
Dawes  E.  Sturgis.  The  mother  of  these  two  died  in  1880, 
and  in  1883  Dr.  Stuart  married  Miss  Bettie  H.  Boeock. 
Mrs.  Stuart  is  still  living  and  resides  at  the  attractive 
family  home,  517  McGowan  Avenue.  She  is  the  mother 
of  two  children:  Susan  Walker  and  Mary  Cummins,  the 
latter  the  wife  of  Dr.  F.  E.  Boss. 

Dr.  V.  Bascom  Cozbt  is  one  of  the  younger  medical 
men  of  these  parts,  located  here  since  1908.  Success  has 
not  been  a  stranger  to  him,  and  his  efforts  have  brought 
him  a  degree  of  prosperity  of  which  he  is  well  worthy. 
He  is  a  native  Texan,  born  at  Garden  Valley,  Smith 
county,  on  September  29,  1875,  and  is  the  son  of  Colum- 
bus C.  Cozby  and  the  grandson  of  Isaac  Cozby,  who 
migrated  to  the  state  of  Texas  when  a  young  man  and 
during  the  pioneer  period,  and  died  at  Garden  Valley 
before  the  Civil  war,  when  he  was  about  forty-five  years 
of  age. 

Isaac  Cozby  was  a  merchant  and  he  married  Jane 
TunneU.  They  had  two  children,  Columbus  C.  and  Bell, 
who  married  T.  J.  Thompson.  After  the  death  of  the 
husband  and  father  Mrs.  Cozby  married  J.  W.  Childress 
and  continued  to  reside  in  the  Garden  Valley  locality. 
Columbus  C.  Cozby  grew  up  in  Garden  Valley  in  the 
quiet  of  that  little  village,  married  and  ultimately  en- 
gaged in  railroad  contracting.  He  disappeared  from  the 
ken  of  his  family  and  friends  in  the  pursuit  of  that 
vocation  and  no  later  knowledge  was  ever  gained  of 
him.  He  married  Sallie  Mayne,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
P.  Mayne,  an  Alabama  settler  and  a  farmer,  and  Mrs. 
Cozby  is  now  a  resident  of  the  country  near  Ben  Wheeler. 
Her  children  are  as  follows:  Miss  Willie,  who  married 
A.  C.  Knight,  of  Van  Zandt  county;  V.  Bascom  of  this 
review;  and  Claud  C,  a  farmer  of  Van  Zandt  county. 

Dr.  Cozby  was  reared  as  a  boy  near  Colfax,  in  Van 
Zandt  county,  and  was  educated  "in  the  Alexander  Col- 
legiate Institute  in  Jacksonville,  Texas.  He  engaged  in 
teaching  when  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  in  which 
field  of  activity  many  a  young  professional  man  has 
made  his  start  in  life,  and  he  gave  six  years  of  his  young 
life  to  country  and  graded  school  work.  When  the  Span- 
ish-American war  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  Company  K, 
Fourth  Texas  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  Captain  Hamp- 
son  Gary  and  Colonel  Edmundson  in  command.  The 
regiment  camped  about  Houston,  also  San  Antonio,  and 
was  mustered  out  in  the  spring  of  1899  without  having 
seen  the  enemy.  Dr.  Cozby  then  resumed  teaching  as 
principal  of  the  village  schools  of  Colfax  and  he  closed 
his  pedagogic  career  with  two  years  of  service  there. 

Having  chosen  medicine  for  his  life  work,  the  young 
man  began  its  study  in  the  Southwestern  University 
Medical  College  at  Dallas,  in  1904,  and  he  entered  in 
practice  on  the  certificate  of  the  medical  bo.ard  of  the 
state  in  1906,  practicing  for  two  years  thereafter  at 
Colfax.  He  then  returned  to  College  and  was  graduated 
in  1908,  when  he  located  in  Grand  Saline.  In  1910  he 
took  post-graduate  courses  in  the  Polyclinic  in  New 
Orleans.  He  has  served  the  Van  Zandt  County  Medical 
Society  as  secretary,  and  he  is  now  president  of  the  so- 
ciety. He  is  City  Health  officer  and  does  his  political 
work  in  a  quiet  way  but  nevertheless,  an  effective  one, 
as  a  Democrat.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  in  Grand  Saline,  also,  and  in  that  office 
performed  excellent  service  for  his  town.     He  has  since 


1940 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


coming  to  this  community  manifested  a  genuine  and 
wholesome  interest  in  the  civic  life  of  the  place,  and 
assumed  his  full  share  in  the  burdens  of  civic  responsibil- 
ity, as  a  good  citizen  should. 

On  December  i4,  1901,  Dr.  Cozby  was  married  to  Miss 
Linnie  Kirkpatrick  in  Van  Zandt  county.  Her  father, 
J.  W.  Kirkpatrick,  as  well  as  her  mother,  who  was  in 
her  maiden  days  known  as  May  Slaughter,  are  both 
natives  of  the  county,  and  are  highly  esteemed  among 
its  citizenship.  The  children  of  the  Kirkpatricks  are 
Mrs.  Cozby,  Janie,  who  married  A.  F.  Pitts,  of  Grand 
Saline;  Andrew,  also  of  this  place;  May,  who  mar- 
ried James  Crosby  of  this  city;  and  Virgil.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Cozby  have  children  as  follows:  Harold,  Ray- 
mond and  Kuby. 

Dr.  Cozbv  is  a  Mason  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  He 
is  Past  Master  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  has  been  a  delegate 
to  the  Cirand  Lodge  of  the  state.  His  church  member- 
ship is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal,  in  which  he  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  stewards,  and  in  which  his  wife 
also  is  a  member. 

Yancey  McKellar  has  spent  the  years  of  his  majority 
as  a  resident  of  Forney,  where  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  more  important  agricultural  activities  of  the 
county,  and  where  he  has  added  very  materially  to  the 
estate  left  him  by  his  father.  Today  Mr.  McKellar  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  these  parts, 
and  one  of  the  most  active  along  lines  of  industrial  en- 
terprises of  varied  natures. 

Born  in  Henderson  county,  Texas,  on  September  13, 
1859,  Yancey  McKellar  is  a  son  of  John  A.  McKellar, 
who  came  to  Texas  in  the  days  when  it  was  yet  a  repub- 
lic and  settled  in  what  came  to  be  called  Henderson 
county.  He  was  a  native  of  one  of  the  Carolinas,  born 
there  in  ISIO,  and  moved  to  Alabama  with  his  mother. 
The  move  to  Henderson  county  came  still  later,  and 
there  he  grew  to  manhood  as  one  of  a  family  of  several 
children.  His  brother,  Edward  McKellar,  finally  be- 
came a  resident  of  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  where  some  of 
his  family  still  reside. 

John  McKellar,  it  would  seem  from  all  accounts,  was 
educated  chiefly  through  experience.  He  was,  however, 
wonderfully  endowed  with  business  tact  and  judgment, 
and  his  foresight  in  those  matters  appeared  little  short 
of  miraculous.  He  lived  in  Henderson  county  until 
after  the  Civil  war,  when  he  went  to  Marshall,  Texas, 
and  there  engaged  in  the  merchandise  business.  Wtile 
there  engaged  in  business  the  Texas  &  Pacific  railroad 
began  its  extension  westward,  and  he  planned  to  keep 
pace  with  its  onward  march,  and  wherever  their  line 
should  stop,  there  would  he  keep  store.  He  went  to 
Hallville  from  Marshall,  and  afterward  located  in  Long- 
view,  when  the  road  reached  that  place.  In  this  manner 
did  he  manage  to  keep  abreast  of  the  building  activity 
of  the  road,  and  he  profited  some  by  his  commercial 
venture.  He  made  money  and  invested  it  in  cheap  lauds, 
chiefly  in  the  black  land  belt  of  the  state.  In  1873  he 
reached  Forney  and  during  the  two  years  he  continued 
to  live  he  devoted  himself  to  the  sale  of  lands  and  to  the 
management  of  the  immense  volume  of  financial  transac- 
tions that  accrued  as  a  result  of  his  real  estate  deals. 
He  owned  lands  by  the  thousands  of  acres  that  he  had 
bought  for  two  and  three  dollars  an  acre,  and  he  sold 
this  at  six  dollars,  on  credit,  with  notes  bearing  ten 
per  cent  interest.  There  was  little  farming  being  done 
in  those  days  in  the  black  land  prairies,  but  there  was 
an  occasional  spot  to  be  found  under  plow,  and  Mr. 
McKellar  was  a  pioneer  in  the  movement  that  resulted 
in  bringing  practically  every  available  acre  of  land 
into  a  productive  state.  He  found  the  virgin  soils  ex- 
cellently adapted  to  wheat  and  corn,  and  it  was  many 
years  before  the  grain  crops  yielded  place  to  cotton. 

John  A.  McKellar  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Moore  in 
Alabama,  and  she  died  in  Forney  aged  seventy  years. 
She  accompanied  her  husband  on  his  long  journey  through 


the  west  into  Arkansas,  where  they  abode  for  a  time, 
thence  on  to  Texas  by  wagon,  reaching  the  Lone  Star 
state  about  1841.  Their  home  was  a  Baptist  one,  and 
they  reared  their  children  in  its  simple  faith  and  doc- 
trines. Their  children  were  six  in  number,  and  brief  men- 
tion is  made  concerning  them  as  follows:  Marl  L.  mar- 
ried Col.  Wm.  L.  Herndon,  of  Tyler,  and  spent  her  life 
there;  Nora  died  young;  Susan  married  B.  M.  Boren, 
also  of  Tyler;  John  C.  died  in  Forney;  Duncan  Graham 
is  deceased;  Calvin  also  died  here,  unmarried;  Yancey, 
the  subject  of  this  review;  and  Terry,  who  died  in  Texas, 
before  reaching  years  of  maturity. 

Yancey  McKellar  was  born  in  Henderson  county,  this 
state,  as  has  been  stated,  and  his  early  years  were  spent 
in  a  more  or  less  migratory  existence  until  he  came  to 
his  youth.  He  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  years  when  the 
family  finally  reached  Forney,  and  when  he  had  finished 
his  schooling  he  joined  his  older  brother  in  looking  after 
the  affairs  of  their  father 's  estate,  he  having  died  some 
years  previous,  and  not  long  after  they  located  at  Forney. 

Today  Yancey  McKeUar  is  one  of  the  largest  cot- 
ton growers  of  this  section.  He  has  been  directly  re- 
sponsible for  the  breaking  up  of  hundreds  of  acres  of 
land  known  as  the  ' '  hog  wallow ' '  variety,  and  placing 
it  under  cultivation,  has  erected  homes  for  numerous  fam- 
ilies who  aid  in  the  cultivation  of  his  domain.  As  the 
climate  and  soil  proved  its  adaptability,  Mr.  McKellar 
substituted  cotton  for  wheat,  and  he  has  built  gins  on 
his  place  from  time  to  time,  as  well  as  having  a  hand 
in  practically  every  enterprise  in  Forney  that  required 
a  combination  of  capital  to  inaugurate.  He  is  a  heavy 
stockholder  in  the  Forney  Cotton  Oil  and  Gin  Company 
and  is  a  director  of  the  plant.  He  is  a  stockholder  of 
the  Farmers  National  Bank  of  Forney,  and  is  identified 
with  numerous  other  financial  and  industrial  enterprises 
of  the  city  and  county. 

His  home,  a  mansion  with  wide  galleries  and  corridors 
and  countless  rooms,  is  built  upon  the  site  of  the  parental 
residence  and  it  stands  surrounded  by  extensive  and  at- 
tractive grounds,  its  stately  white  columns  standing  forth 
as  fitting  markers  of  the  original  abiding  place  of  this 
important  family  of  Kaufman  county. 

Yancy  McKellar  has  proven  himself  the  true  son  of 
his  father  in  his  business  skill.  He  inherited  sufficient 
land  to  keep  a  score  of  farmers  busy,  but  he  has  gone 
steadily  forward  adding  one  responsibility  after  another, 
with  true  McKellar  foresight,  so  that  he  stands  today  as 
one  of  the  most  successful  men  of  his  county,  strong 
in   his   position   from   every   viewpoint. 

An  Odd  Fellow,  Mr.  McKellar  has  no  other  fraternal 
affiliations,  and  he  is  not  a  member  of  any  church,  despite 
the  fact  that  he  was  reared  in  its  precepts.  On  May  20, 
1892,  he  married  Miss  Emily  Guyton,  in  Cass  county, 
Missouri,  and  they  have  two  children,  Guyton  and 
Elizabeth  McKellar. 

Michael  Spellman  is  a  well-to-do  retired  farmer  of 
Forney  and  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Crandall,  a  lively  and  promising  agricultural  town  in 
Kaufman  county.  His  residence  in  this  section  of  Texas 
began  in  childhood  and  he  has  lived  within  the  confines 
of  the  commonwealth  since  1872.  His  career  is  one 
of  especial  interest  to  those  who  view  with  concern  the 
rise  of  those  whose  success  is  accomplished  through  their 
own  unaided  effort,  and  in  this  respect  Mr.  Spellman 's 
life  work  thus  far  is  especially  praiseworthy. 

Born  in  Springfield,  ^^'1sconsin,  in  October,  1S5S, 
Michael  Spellman  is  the  son  of  Thomas  Spellman,  who 
came  to  the  United  States  from  County  Galway,  Ireland, 
in  the  early  forties,  having  been  born  in  that  country  in 
1818.  After  settling  in  Wisconsin,  he  continued  there 
as  a  resident  for  some  years  before  and  after  the  Civil 
war,  identifying  himself  with  various  kinds  of  work, 
but  chiefly  of  common  labor.  Though  he  possessed  a 
fair  education,  he  chose  to  compete  in  the  labor  markets 
for  his  subsistence  for  some  years  after  settling  on  this 
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side  of  the  big  pond.  From  Philadelphia  he  made  his 
way  westward  by  short  stages,  working  on  the  Erie 
canal  in  New  York,  and  gradually  feeling  his  way  to- 
ward the  Mississippi  Valley,  stopping  for  a  time  at 
ZanesvUle,  Ohio,  and  reaching  Wisconsin  before  the  out- 
break of  the  war. 

During  his  pioneer  days  in  Wisconsin  he  chanced  to 
engage  in  railroad  work  and  eventually  he  became  a 
foreman  "for  his  employers.  In  1869  he  moved  to  Iowa 
and  at  Moulton  he  spent  three  years  in  that  state  from 
which  point  he  came  to  Texas.  In  Iowa  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  Martin  Flynn,  a  prominent  railroad  builder, 
and  he  worked  on  the  Des  Moines  and  Mississippi  Valley 
and  the  Eock  Island  Eailroads,  both  of  them  building 
lines  that  extended  through  the  state. 

Mr.  Spellman  brought  a  few  teams  to  Texas  with  him 
and  put  them  to  work  on  the  Texas  &  Pacific,  which 
was  then  crossing  rapidly  toward  the  west.  Later  on 
he  took  his  outfit  to  San  Antonio  and  helped  to  grade  a 
line  of  road  from  Houston  to  that  city  made  sacred  by 
the  Alamo,  and  when  the  panic  of  1873  came  on  and 
railroad  construction  in  Texas  was  suspended,  he  aban- 
doned the  work,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
farming.  In  1S76  he  established  his  family  six  mUes 
southwest  of  Forney  on  a  place  he  rented,  and  he  con- 
tinued in  that  status  as  a  farmer  during  the  remainder 
of  his  days.  Thomas  Spellman  was  reared  under  Roman 
Catholic  influence,  but  his  children  were  permitted  to 
choose  for  themselves  in  that  matter.  In  polities  he  con- 
tented himself  with  voting  the  Democratic  ticket,  ear- 
ing little  for  politics  in  all  their  ramifications.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Nolan  in  1852,  in  Zanesville,  Ohio,  she 
being  a  daughter  of  William  Nolan,  a  farmer,  and  also 
from  County  Galway.  Mrs.  Spellman  died  in  Dallas, 
Texas,  in  1883,  and  Mr.  Spellman  passed  away  at  Forney 
in  1890.  Their  children  were  Sarah,  who  married  Rich- 
ard Paden  and  lives  in  Dallas;  William,  also  of  Dallas; 
Martin,  who  died  in  Kaufman,  Texas,  leaving  a  child; 
Thomas,  of  Forney,  and  Michael,  the  subject  of  this 
brief  review. 

Michael  Spellman,  one  might  almost  say,  was  reared 
in  the  family  of  a  nomad.  Certain  it  is  that  he  moved 
about  with  his  family  more  than  is  usually  the  misfor- 
tune of  a  small  boy,  and  the  result  was  that  in  the  mat- 
ter of  his  education  he  was  very  much  neglected.  He 
was  ever  in  an  atmosphere  of  industry,  and  he  early 
learned  that  a  career  of  labor  was  for  him.  He  was  am- 
bitious and  energetic,  however,  counting  it  no  hard- 
ship to  work,  though  he  sometimes  endured  and  suf- 
fered experiences  that  he  recognizes  today  as  having 
been  genuine  hardships,  in  order  that  he  might  help 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  family.  One  incident  alone 
will  serve  to  illustrate  something  of  the  manner  of  the 
boy 's  life.  When  he  was  about  twenty  years  of  age 
he  and  his  brothers  went  into  the  bottoms  of  the  East 
Fork  of  the  Trinity  in  Kaufman  county  to  make  fence 
rails.  It  was  in  the  dead  of  winter  and  they  provided 
themselves  with  a  wagon  to  sleep  in  and  to  house  their 
commissary  while  they  were  at  work  with  ax,  maul  and 
wedge.  During  their  stay  the  river  began  to  rise  and 
it  crept  upon  them  so  silently  that  their  passage  to 
safety  was  cut  off  before  they  saw  their  danger,  and  they 
were  marooned  on  an  island,  helpless.  On  Friday  their 
provisions  could  be  stretched  no  further.  They  subsisted 
on  hackberry  b^lls  from  then  on,  meantime  attempting 
to  solve  a  way  out  of  their  predicament.  Hunger  was 
fast  making  inroads  upon  their  strength,  and  their 
case  began  to  appear  little  short  of  desperate.  Before 
they  had  hit  upon  any  practicable  mode  of  escape,  help 
from  outside  came  to  them,  making  their  deliverance 
possible.  One  Mr.  Crandall,  for  whom  Crandall,  Texas 
was  named,  knew  that  the  boys  were  in  the  bottoms, 
and  he  set  about  to  make  a  craft  that  might  be  used 
in  taking  them  off.  To  his  dismay,  when  he  launched 
the  unsightly  craft,  it  sank,  and  he  found  he  must  re- 
sort  to    another   method.      This   proved   to    be    a   mule. 


upon  which  he  mounted  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  Hubbard, 
and  this  was  the  vehicle  of  transportation  that  made  the 
rescue  of  the  marooned  Spellman  boys.  By  that  time, 
Sunday  afternoon,  the  lads  were  well  nigh  disheartened, 
and  inexpressibly  hungry  as  well.  Arrived  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  Crandall,  the  family  ministered  to  their  bodily 
comfort  with  warm  clothing  and  a  hearty  meal,  and 
Mr.  Spellman  recalls  today  the  anxiety  with  which  he 
looked  forward  to  that  repast.  The  delay  occasioned  in 
its  serving  by  the  offering  up  of  thanks  of  the  kindly 
old  gentleman  for  the  safety  of  the  boys  was  scarce 
bearable,  but  when  they  sat  down  to  a  bountiful  repast 
and  must  again  refrain  from  indulgence  while  their 
host  returned  thanks,  his  anguish,  mental  and  physical, 
was  most  acute.  He  remembers  today  with  some  pride 
that  he  restrained  himself  untU  the  conventions  had 
been  complied  with,  and  he  also  remembers  vividly  the 
joys  of  that  wonderful  supper  that  terminated  his  four 
days  fast. 

Some  little  time  after  this  Mr.  Spellman  and  his 
brother  were  employed  in  railroad  work  as  sub- 
contractors on  the  grading  of  the  M.  K.  &  T.  railroad 
at  Fort  Worth;  on  the  Pecos  River  section  of  the  Texas 
&  Pacific;  on  the  Texas  Central,  or  the  Waco  Tap;  on 
the  Fort  Worth  &  Denver  in  Wise  county;  then  on  to 
the  Texas  Midland  construction  and  later  to  the  Vicks- 
burg,  Shreveport  and  Meridian  in  Louisiana.  After  this 
long  season  of  railroad  contracting,  the  brothers  pooled 
their  savings  and  bought  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres 
of  land,  paying  cash  on  the  purchase  of  $800.  This 
tract,  it  should  be  stated,  forms  a  part  of  the  domain 
which  "Mike"  Spellman  now  owns.  They  continued 
together  for  a  number  of  years,  and  when  they  dis- 
solved partnership,  their  holdings  had  increased  very 
materially,  Mike  Spellman 's  portion  being  357  acres. 
This  he  continued  to  actively  cultivate  until  1908,  when 
he  moved  his  family  to  Forney.  While  on  the  farm  he 
built  several  small  houses  upon  it,  a  mammoth  barn, 
and  a  central  country  home  of  ten  rooms,  all  of  which 
improvements  served  to  mark  his  place  conspicuously 
among  the  more  advanced  farmers  of  Kaufman  county. 

On  coming  to  Forney  Mr.  Spellman  purchased  the 
Ehea  home  on  Center  street,  which  he  remodeled  into 
one  of  the  commodious  and  attractive  homes  of  the  town. 
Many  years  ago  Mr.  Spellman  identified  himself  with 
banking  interests,  and  he  has  for  fifteen  years  been  a 
director  of  the  Farmers'  National  Bank  of  Forney,  and 
for  thirteen  years  he  has  been  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Crandall.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Forney,  on  which  body  he 
has  given  exceDent  service  in  behalf  of  his  home  com- 
nmnity. 

In  August,  1907,  Mr.  Spellman  was  married  in  Dallas 
county  to  Miss  Carrie  Hufiines,  a  daughter  of  Charles 
Huffines,  who  came  to  Texas  from  Simpson  county,  Ken- 
tucky, in  1882.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spellman  have  three 
children:  Corinne,  Patsy  and  Helen.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Forney  and 
Mr.  Spellman  is  a  deacon  in  that  body. 

Few  men  in  the  community  or  the  county  have  a 
better  position,  either  in  business  or  social  circles  than 
has  Mr.  Spellman,  and  he  has  risen  above  the  unto- 
ward conditions  and  circumstances  of  his  youth  in  a 
manner  that  entitles  him  to  the  highest  praise.  No  ele- 
ment of  luck  or  chance,  or  any  assistance  from  outside 
quarters  has  entered  into  his  success.  It  has  been  evolved 
bit  by  bit  from  his  own  energy,  ambition  and  native  wit 
and  ingenuity.  He  has  been  for  years  a  power  in  his 
community,  and  with  his  family  he  enjoys  the  con- 
fidence aiid  esteem  of  the  representative  i}eople  of  the 
town,  as  well  as  the  genuine  friendship  of  a  host  of 
friends. 

Newton  Hance  Lassitee.  One  of  the  best  known  and 
most  successful  attorneys  of  Fort  Worth,  Mr.  Lassiter, 
besides  a  large  private  practice  as  attorney,  represent- 
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ing  several  railwajs  and  other  corporations,  is  presi- 
dent of  one  of  the  important  insurance  companies  of 
Fort  Worth,  and  at  different  times  has  become  a  pub- 
lic-spirited leader  in  movements  for  civic  betterment. 

Newton  Hance  Lassiter  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Hen- 
derson county,  Tennessee,  on  the  thirteenth  of  Septem- 
ber, 1S62.  His  father,  Henry  Lassiter,  was  a  native  of 
Tennessee,  being  of  the  same  family  as  Andrew  John- 
son, governor  of  Tennessee,  and  later  vice  president 
and  president  of  the  United  States  during  and  succeed- 
ing Lincoln's  administration.  Henry  Lassiter  married 
Eliza  Boswell.  The  father  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
was  fairly  prosperous  until  the  Civil  war,  which  swept 
away  all  his  property.  Later  he  continued  in  the  same 
calling  and  recovered  considerable  part  of  his  former 
prosperity.  In  1S71  the  family  moved  to  Lexington, 
Tennessee,  where  the  father  died  in  1873,  leaving  a 
comfortable  estate.  The  mother  died  in  Fort  Worth 
in  1912  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Newton  H.  There  were 
five  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Newton  H.  Lassiter  has  a  brother,  Robert  Lee  Las- 
siter, who  also  took  up  law  as  his  profession,  and  for 
some  time  was  a  member  of  the  Fort  Worth  bar,  but 
considerations  of  health  led  him  to  abandon  his  pro- 
fessional career,  and  he  is  now  engaged  in  farming  at 
Lawson,  Arkansas. 

Newton  H.  Lassiter  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Lexington,  Tennessee,  and  later  in  Cum- 
berland University  at  Lebanon,  where  he  was  grad- 
uated in  law  in  ISSl.  During  his  earlier  life  Mr.  Las- 
siter suffered  the  handicap  of  ill  health,  and  for  a  time 
this  caused  him  to  turn  aside  from  his  professional 
career  and  engage  in  )';ii miiiL;.  Finally  opening  an 
oiEce  at  Lexington,  Timiim-.,,  .  m  ;i  ~li(jrt  time  lie  had 
built  up  a  good  business  t  In  nii-lMnir  the  surroun<ling 
county.  Lexington  at  tliat  tiiiw  was  off  the  line  of 
railroad,  and  it  was  as  a  result  of  his  desire  to  have  a 
field  where  the  opportunities  were  greater  that  he  de- 
cided to  come  to  Texas.  Thus  in  1885  he  found  a  loca- 
tion in  Fort  Worth,  and  has  witnessed  and  been  a  part 
in  the  development   of  this  city  for  nearly  thirty  years. 

It  was  in  March,  1885,  that  he  arrived  in  the  city 
which  was  to  be  his  future  home,  and  his  decision  to 
make  a  change  proved  to  be  a  wise  one,  for  his  success 
here  not  only  equaled  but  surpassed  that  in  his  home 
town.  In  1887  he  was  appointed  local  attorney  for  the 
Cotton  Belt  Eailroad  Company  at  Fort  Worth,  and 
represented  that  corporation  ten  years.  Two  years 
later,  in  December,  1889,  he  received  appointment  as 
general  attorney  of  the  Fort  Worth  &  Rio  Grande 
Railroad  Company  and  acted  in  that  capacity  for 
twelve  years.  As  a  railroad  attorney  his  reputation 
grew  and  gave  him  notice  much  beyond  the  ordinary 
limits  of  local  practice.  In  1892  the  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  &  Texas  Railway  Company  appointed  him  local 
attorney  and  he  continued  with  the  Rock  Island  Rail- 
way Company  until  1902,  when  he  was  appointed  assist- 
ant general  "attorney  of  the  road.  Few  lawyers  in 
Texas  have  been  more  successful  in  handling  the  com- 
plicated business  of  a  railway  counsel,  and  his  ability 
led  to  his  promotion  in  October,  1910,  as  general  attor- 
ney of  the  Eock  Island  System  in  Texas.  At  the  same 
time  of  his  appointment  as  general  attorney  of  the 
Rock  Island,  Mr.  Lassiter  was  also  made  general  attor- 
ney of  the  Trinity  &  Brazos  Valley  Railway,  and  repre- 
sents both  lines  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Lassiter  represents  a  number  of  important  finan- 
cial concerns  in  Fort  Worth,  among  these  being  the 
Employers  Liabilit.y  Assurance  Association  of  London, 
England,  and  the  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
Hartford,  Connecticut.  He  has  always  taken  an  impor- 
tant part  in  business  affairs,  and  being  a  really  public- 
spirited  man,  has  done  much  to  aid  in  the  advancement 
and  progress  of  the  city  along  lines  which  have  in- 
creased the  advantages  and  resources  of  the  community 
in  every  way.     Mr.  Lassiter  is  president  of  the  Fort 


Worth  Life  Insurance  Company,  and  is  a  director  of 
the  American  National  Bank  of  Fort  Worth.  In  1911 
he  served  as  president  of  the  Fort  Worth  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  has  membership  in  various  business  and 
social  and  civic  organizations.  He  is  an  Elk  and  be- 
longs to  Lodge  No.  124  at  Fort  Worth. 

Mr.  Lassiter  was  married  on  July  9,  1890,  to  Miss 
Sarah  Elizabeth  Davis,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Davis.  Two  daughters  have  been*  born  to 
them:  Helen  Davis  Lassiter,  who  was  born  May  1, 
1892,  and  Henry  Ruth  Lassiter,  born  July  1,  1894. 

WiLLi.^M  L.  Browning.  As  the  proprietor  of  the  Iowa 
Park  Improvement  Company,  Incorporated,  which  he 
purchased  in  1911,  William  L.  Browning  occupies  a 
place  among  the  leading  business  men  of  the  town, 
and  the  head  of  one  of  the  most  prosperous  institutions 
of  its  kind  in  the  country.  Mr.  Browning  was  born  in 
Penola  county,  Texas,  on  September  25,  1870,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  E.  and  Julia  (Ballard)  Browning. 

Concerning  the  parents  of  Mr.  Browning,  it  is  known 
that  they  were  natives  of  Tennessee  and  that  they 
came  to  Texas  in  1866,  locating  in  Panola  county, 
where  they  devoted  themselves  to  farming  and  stock 
raising.  In  later  years  they  moved  to  Wise  county, 
and  there  the  father  and  mother  now  reside  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years,  respectively.  They  became  the 
parents  of  nine"  children,  and  William  L.  Browning  of 
this  brief  review  was  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth. 

As  a  boy  William  L.  Browning  attended  the  schools 
of  Lampasas  county,  in  Texas,  and  then  took  up  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  continuing  to  be  engaged  thus  in 
various  parts  of  the  state  for  some  time.  He  finally 
settled  in  Wise  county,  where  he  continued  for  twelve 
years,  coming  to  Wichita  county  in  1906  and  identify- 
ing himself  with  the  farming  activities  of  the  county. 
He  was  successful  in  that  industry,  and  in  1911  added 
another  enterprise  to  his  activities,  when  he  bought 
out  the  Iowa  Park  Improvement  Company,  and  has 
since  busied  himself  with  its  affairs. 

Mr.  Browning  is  a  citizen  of  the  most  exemplary 
type,  and  takes  his  place  among  the  men  of  the  com- 
munity who  are  continually  adding  to  its  development 
and  upbuilding.  He  is  a  Democrat,  but  not  especially 
active  in  politics,  and  has  served  his  town  as  a  trustee 
on  the  school  board.  His  churchly  afliliations  are  with 
the  Baptist  church. 

On  July  20,  1895,  Mr.  Browning  was  married  to  Miss 
Emily  Mount,  of  Rome,  Texas,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Mount  of  that  place,  both  of  whom  are 
deceased.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Browning,  as  follows:  Carla  Browning,  born  on 
May  31,  1897,  in  Wise  county,  now  attending  school; 
Edna,  born  in  1899,  also  in  Wise  county;  Nolan,  born 
in  1901;  Ernest,  born  in  1906,  and  Paul  Browning,  born 
in  Wichita  county  in  1909. 

Robert  L.  El.a.ffer.  In  the  operations  over  the  south- 
east Texas  oil  fields,  during  the  past  ten  years,  one 
of  the  best  known  workers  has  been  Robert  L.  Blaffer, 
now  head  of  the  E.  L.  Blaffer  &  Company,  with  oflBces 
in  the  Carter  Building  at  Houston.  Mr.  Blaffer  is  a  man 
of  southern  birth  and  parentage,  who  was  equipped  with 
a  college  education,  but  began  life  at  a  very  early  age 
and  has  worked  his  own  way  into  prominence  both  in 
business  and  social  affairs.  , 

Born  in  New  Orleans,  in  1875,  he  is  a  son  of  .John  A. 
and  Clementine  Amelia  (Schneider)  Blaffer.  His  father, 
who  saw  four  years  of  service  in  the  Confederate  army, 
under  General"  Lee,  was  a  lumber  merchant  at  New 
Orleans,  and  for  many  years  after  the  war  continued  in 
the  same  line  of  business  in  that  city  where  he  still 
resides.  With  an  education  acquired  in  the  schools  of 
New  Orleans  and  at  Tulane  University,  R.  L.  Blaffer 
started  his  business  career  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  The 
experience  of  his  early  years  was  chiefly  in  the  coal 
business.      He    possessed    the    initiative    and    enterprise 
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necessary  for  independent  effort,  and  readily  adapted 
himself  to  the  new  opportunities  presented  wlien  the  oil 
excitement  at  Beaumont  became  acute  in  1901.  In  1902 
he  began  business  at  Beaumont  as  an  oil  producer,  and  it 
is  along  that  line  that  his  activities  have  continued  to 
the  present  time.  In  1906,  with  the  shifting  of  the 
center  of  interest  to  the  Humble  oil  fields,  Mr.  Blaffer 
moved  his  headquarters  to  Houston,  which  city  has  since 
been  his  home.  The  firm  of  R.  L.  Blaflfer  &  Company, 
have  large  interests  in  both  the  Beaumont  and  Humble 
oil  fields,  and  are  among  the  largest  independent  pro- 
ducers of  oil  in  this  part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Blaffer  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  South  Texas 
Commercial  National  Bank  of  Houston.  He  belongs  to 
all  the  best  Houston  social  clubs,  and  as  a  Mason  has 
membership  in  Hermitage  Lodge,  No.  98,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  at  New  Orleans. 

In  April,  1909,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  E.  L. 
Blaffer  and  Miss  Sarah  Turnbull  Campbell.  Her  father 
was  W.  T.  Campbell  of  Lampasas,  a  well  known  banker, 
who  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Hogg- 
Swayne  Syndicate  and  of  the  Texas  Company.  Mr.  and 
Mrs."  Blaffer  have  one  son,  John  Hepburn  Blaffer.  Their 
home  is  1009  Elgin  Avenue  in  Houston. 

Leonidas  B.  Sowell,  M.  D.  Successful  both  as  a  phy- 
sician and  as  a  farmer.  Dr.  Leonidas  B.  Sowell  has  gained 
prominence  in  this  city  and  county,  where  all  his  life  has 
been  spent.  He  is  the  son  of  a  physician  who  gained 
prominence  in  these  parts,  and  the  son  is  carrying  on  his 
work  in  a  manner  that  is  highly  creditable  to  him,  both 
in  his  profession  and  as  a  farming  man.  He  was  born 
at  Scyene  in  Dallas  county,  Texas,  on  May  :.''.i,  is?-, 
and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Connor  B.  and  Tcxi^  iMr(;c,'i 
Sowell.  Dr.  Connor  B.  Sowell  died  Septemlici-  1  I.  issr,, 
and  Mrs.  Sowell  makes  her  home  in  Waxah.-nli  ic,  'r.x.i-. 

Dr.  Connor  B.  Sowell  was  one  of  the  fir^t  phy^.  j;,  ns 
of  Forney,  and  he  located  in  the  town  wlirn  it  u:i^ 
merely  a  station  on  the  line  of  the  Texas  ;*^  I'a.  ilii  , 
being  one  of  the  first  medical  men  to  engayi'  in  jirac- 
tice  here.  He  was  a  son  of  Rev.  A.  M.  K.  Sowell, 
■widely  known  in  his  day  in  religious  circles  as  a  min- 
ister of  the  Baptist  faith,  who  gave  the  vigor  of  his 
entire  life  to  the  work  of  his  church  in  Dallas  and 
Kaufman  counties.  Rev.  Sowell  was  born  in  Missis- 
d  his  education  was  a  matter  of  observation 
rather  than  of  actual  training.  He 
came  to  Texas  in  1859,  having  entered  the  Baptist  min- 
istry in  his  native  state,  and  he  became  one  of  the 
most  energetic  and  effective  preachers  in  these  parts. 
He  served  as  pastor  at  Kemp,  and  also  preached  at 
Long  Creek  in  Dallas  county  for  many  years,  although 
he  did  not  confine  his  activities  to  those  places  alone, 
for  his  voice  was  heard  in  the  admonition  of  his  fel- 
lows in  every  community  in  this  section  of  the  state, 
and  none  was  more  highly  esteemed  in  tlii>  uiiiiistiy 
than  was  he.  He  continued  to  wage  his  wai'  a^ain^t 
sin  until  his  strength  left  him,  and  he  did  at  tli.'  a-r 
of  eighty-eight  years.  He  married  ilary  .J.  Moore, 
who  died  when  about  eighty  years  of  age,  and  their 
children  were  as  follows:  Hamilton,  engaged  in  lum- 
bering and  stock  raising  in  New  Mexico:  Mary,  who 
died  in  Kaufman  county  as  the  wife  of  George  Strat- 
ton;  Sallie,  who  married  Samuel  Murphy  and  spent 
her  life  in  Kaufman  county:  Dr.  Connor  B.,  father  of 
the  subject;  Alice,  who  married  Dr.  Stroud  and  passed 
the  closing  years  of  her  life  in  Terrell,  Texas;  Thomas 
and  Marion  both  died  hei  e ;  Emory,  who  was  a  Con- 
federate soldier  and  died  in  the  service;  Jason,  a  resi- 
dent of  Forney,  who  has  served  Kaufman  county  many 
years  as  county  assessor  and  county  commissioner;  and 
Archibald  Sowell,  assistant  county  assessor  of  Kauf- 
man county. 

Dr.  Conner  B.  Sowell  was  born  in  Mississippi,  in 
1853,  and  he  gained  his  education  there  in  the  com- 
mon schools  such  as  the  district  afforded  after  the  war. 
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He  was  ambitious  and  enterprising,  and  it  was  chiefly 
his  own  initiative  that  made  possil>le  his  college  educa- 
tnn,  .and  lie  was  j;radiiairi|  finin  Tulaue  University  in 
]s71.  ill  tiM'  d.'|.aMiiirni  nf  iiir-lirui,.,  after  which  he 
iM'iil  tn  till'  riiix.'isity  III'  l,iiiiis\  ille,  and  added  an- 
(ithiT  <-oursc,  gi  ailiiat  iiig  in  1  ss;i.  lie  began  and  finished 
his  medical  practice  in  Forney,  forming  a  partner- 
ship here  in  1874  with  Dr.  N.  E.  Shands,  and  con- 
tinuing with  him  in  professional  work  for  several  years. 
He  gave  his  life  to  his  profession,  for  which  he  was 
amply  fitted  by  talent  and  training,  and  he  was  en- 
dowed by  nature  with  many  social  gifts  that  endeared 
him  to  his  community. 

A  good  business  man.  Dr.  Sowell  acquired  a  goodly 
quantity  of  farm  lands  around  Forney  and  was  begin- 
ning to  develop  them  into  creditable  farms  when  he 
was  called  by  death.  He  was  known  for  one  of  the 
early  business  men  of  the  town,  for  he  it  was  who 
established  the  first  harness  store  in  the  place,  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Sowell  &  Turner,  and  also  the 
first  grocery  store,  under  the  firm  name  of  Sowell  & 
Sowell.  He  early  recognized  the  utility  of  barbed 
wire  for  fencing  purposes,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first 
land  owners  to  bring  in  a  car  load  and  enclose  his 
fields  therewith,  the  vogue  of  that  community  spread- 
ing rapidly  from  his  example. 

In  1871  Dr.  Connor  B.  Sowell  married  Miss  Texis 
McGee  in  Dallas  county,  Texas.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  M.  J.  M.  McGee  of  Kaufman  county,  who  came 
here  from  Sulphur  Springs,  Texas,  where  Mrs.  Sowell 
was  born  in  1852.  Their  children  were  six  in  num- 
ber, and  are  named  as  follows:  Leonidas  B.,  of  this 
review;  Pearl  and  Daisey,  who  died  in  childhood;  Miss 
Willie,  a  music  teacher  in  Forney;  Miss  Beuna,  a  kin- 
dergarten teacher  of  Waxahachie;  and  Curg  B.,  who 
died  in  Forney,  Texas,  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  Dr. 
Sowell  was  a  man  who  undeniably  possessed  the  key 
to  social  success.  A  real  lover  of  mankind,  he  per- 
formed his  professional  work  with  an  eye  to  the  ben- 
efiting of  his  fellows,  and  the  result  of  his  activities 
was  that  he  gained  a  popularity  that  was  measured  only 
by  the  limits  of  his  acquaintance.  He  w-as  active  in 
church  work,  and  when  he  died  in  1885  he  was  an 
elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Leonidas  B.  Sowell,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Sceyne,  Dallas 
county,  as  has  already  been  stated,  but  his  parents 
moved  to  Forney  very  soon  after  his  birth,  so  that  this 
has  been  his  home  practically  all  his  days.  Sceyne,  it 
might  be  mentioned,  was  the  home  of  the  famous 
Younger  Brothers,  who  terrorized  the  state  for  a  time, 
and  while  resident  there  the  Sowells  formed  the  inti- 
mate acquaintance  of  some  of  the  world 's  famous 
bandits.  Leonidas  Sowell  was  given  a  public  school 
education  in  Forney  and  he  attended  Trinity  Univer- 
sity at  Tehuacana  to  the  senior  year.  He  gained  his 
medical  training  in  the  University  of  Louisville,  also 
the  Alma  Mater  of  his  honored  father,  and  he  was 
graduated  from  that  well  known  institution  in  1893. 
Not  yet  twenty-one  when  he  was  awarded  his  med- 
ical diploma.  Dr.  Sowell  promptly  engaged  in  practice 
here  where  he  was  reared,  and  where  his  father  had 
long  been  identified  in  medical  practice  before  him, 
and  he  has  already  given  some  twenty  years  of  his 
life  in  the  profession.  In  1913  he  took  a  post-gradu- 
ate course  in  the  New  Orleans  Polyclinic  and  has  in 
other  ways  fortified  himself  in  the  knowledge  of  his 
profession,  of  which  he  has  been  and  still  is  a  close 
student,  keeping  well  abreast  of  the  advance  in  med- 
ical research.  He  has  identified  himself  in  an  active 
manner  with  the  medical  societies  of  the  country,  being 
president  of  the  Kaufman  County  Medical  Society, 
as  well  as  a  member  of  the  same,  and  is  also  a  member 
of  the  North  Texas  and  the  Texas  State  Medical 
Societies. 

Like  his  father,  also,  he  has  manifested  a  consid- 
erable  interest   and   activity   in   farming,   and   carries 
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on  some  rather  extensive  operations  in  that  line.  He 
emploj's  every  modern  method  along  the  lines  of 
labor  saving  devices,  etc.,  and  is  progressive  to  the  last 
word. 

Dr.  Sowell  is  a  Democrat,  and  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  being  a  past  master  and  having  rep- 
resented Forney  three  times  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  State. 

In  September,  1897,  Dr.  Sowell  was  married  to  Miss 
Pauline  Eugel,  a  daughter  of  J.  C.  Eugel,  once  a  mer- 
chant but  now  a  banker  of  Mesquite,  Texas,  and  a 
settler  from  Tennessee,  The  children  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Sowell  are  Miriam,  Eugel,  Flora  and  Frederick.  The 
family  are  Presbyterian  people,  with  membership  in 
that  church,  which  has  for  generations  claimed  for 
its  own  representatives  of  both  families.  The  Sowells 
enjoy  a  fine  social  position  here  and  in  the  county,  and 
have  a  leading  party  in  the  representative  social  activ- 
ities of  the  place. 


Arthur  M.  Mosse.  Among  the  men  to  whom  the 
city  of  Denison  is  indebted  for  its  prestige  as  a  center 
of  "commercial  activity  is  found  Arthur  M.  Mosse,  retail 
and  wholesale  dealer  in  saddles,  harness  and  buggies  and 
the  proprietor  of  a  business  which  is  at  once  indicative 
of  his  superior  qualifications,  his  straightforward  meth- 
ods, his  laudable  ambition  and  his  indefatigable  energy. 
Although  not  a  native  son,  he  was  brought  to  this  city 
when  an  infant,  and  his  entire  career  has  been  spent  In 
the  community  in  which  he  now  occupies  such  a  high 
position  among  business  men.  Mr.  Mosse  was  born  in 
the  city  of  Toronto,  Canada,  February  20,  1876,  and  is 
a  son  of  W.  T.  and  Maggie  Mosse  and  of  Irish  and 
French  descent. 

W.  T.  Mosse  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois;  was  there 
reared  to  manhood  and  received  an  ordinary  public 
school  education.  He  spent  some  time  in  Canada,  where 
he  was  married  to  a  native  daughter  of  the  Dominion, 
but  in  1877  came  to  Denison,  Texas,  and  for  a  long 
period  of  years  was  connected  as  a  merchant  with  the 
firm  of  Mosse  &  Company.  He  was  an  industrious  and 
hard-working  citizen  and  through  a  life  of  integrity  and 
well-directed  effort  won  success  in  business  and  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens.  His  death  occurred  July 
6,  191.3,  while  the  mother  still  survives  and  makes  her 
home  in  Denison.  Five  children  were  born  to  W.  T. 
and  Jilaggie  Mosse,  namely:  Arthur  M.,  of  this  review; 
Miss  Blanche,  who  is  engaged  in  school  teaching ;  Charles, 
engaged  in  the  blacksmith  business  in  Denison;  Eoy,  a 
clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas 
Eailroad;  and  Miss  Mabel,  who  is  attending  the  Denison 
High  School. 

Immediately  upon  completing  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Denison,  to  which  city  he  had  been  brought 
when  a  child  of  one  year,  Arthur  M.  Mosse  entered  upon 
his  business  career  in  the  line  in  which  he  is  now  en- 
gaged. He  has  been  the  proprietor  of  his  present  estab- 
lishment for  nearly  ten  years  and  now  occupies  a'  two- 
story  building.  2.5x120  ft.,  at  No.  416  West  Main  street, 
where  he  carries  a  full  line  of  saddles,  harness  and  bug- 
gies and  all  the  appurtenances  usual  to  a  business  of  this 
character.  He  has,  through  enterprise  and  straightfor- 
ward dealing,  built  up  a  retail  trade  that  extends  all 
over  Grayson  and  the  surrounding  counties,  in  addition 
to  which  he  does  a  large  wholesale  business  in  saddles, 
selling  to  the  retail  dealers  in  the  adjoining  country. 
The  excellence  of  his  goods  has  gained  him  a  widespread 
reputation  and  created  a  healthy  demand  for  his  arti- 
cles, and  this  reputation  he  continues  to  steadfastly 
maintain.  A  man  of  tireless  energy,  he  devotes  himself 
strictly  to  his  business  affairs,  and  every  detail  of  his 
transactions  is  at  his  instant  command.  This  devotion 
to  his  affairs  has  precluded  any  idea  of  his  entering  the 
political  field  actively,  although  he  takes  a  keen  and  in- 
telligent interest  in  matters  which  affect  his  community 
and  is  at  all  times  ready  to  aid  in  promoting  and  bring- 


ing to  a  successful  issue  beneficial  movements.  His  sup- 
port is  given  to  the  democratic  party.  He  has  been 
prominent  fraternally  as  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees,  of  which  he  is  clerk  and  recorder  for  the 
local  order;  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  of  which  he 
was  council  commander  for  seven  years ;  of  the  Woodmen 
Circle,  and  of  the  American  Insurance  Union.  He  is  also 
a  valued  member  of  the  Denison  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
On  June  23,  1898,  Mr.  Mosse  was  married  at  Ladonla, 
Texas,  to  Miss  Maude  Stout,  daughter  of  John  M.  Stout, 
who  was  a  painter  of  that  place,  and  seven  children 
have  been  born  to  this  union  :  Alvin,  aged  fourteen  years; 
George,  aged  twelve;  Mildred,  aged  nine;  Dorothea, 
aged  seven;  Winston,  aged  five;  Maxine,  aged  three; 
and  Arthur  M.,  Jr.,  the  baby,  one  year  old.  Mr.  Mosse 
owns  his  own  home  at  No.  731  West  Elm  St. 

James  C.  Hodge,  M.  D.  With  the  character  and  at- 
tainments of  a  successful  and  hard-working  physician, 
Dr.  Hodge  is  a  lifelong  resident  of  Texas,  and  has 
for  thirty  years  practiced  medicine  at  Athens  in  Hen- 
derson county.  The  early  family  associations  of  Dr. 
Hodge  were  with  pioneer  conditions  in  this  section  of 
Texas,  and  his  father  was  one  of  the  most  devoted 
and  able  of  the  early  ministers  of  the  Gospel. 

Dr.  James  C.  Hodge  was  born  in  Henderson  county, 
October  21,  1852,  a  son  of  Rev.  Eobert  Hodge.  Eey. 
Hodge  was  born  in  Tennessee,  moved  to  Mississippi, 
and  in  1850  came  to  Texas.  Locating  in  Anderson 
county  he  spent  two  years  there  as  an  itinerant 
preacher.  From  there  he  moved  to  Henderson  county, 
buying  a  farm  in  the  Science  Hill  locality,  where  at 
that  time  the  best  schools  in  the  county  existed,  and 
he  was  a  trustee  of  those  schools  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  His  death  occurred  in  1866  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two.  His  work  as  a  minister  and  as  a  citizen 
can  be  only  briefly  mentioned  here.  He  organized  the 
First  Presbyterian  church  at  Fincastle  in  Henderson 
county,  at  Concord  in  Anderson  county,  and  Brushy 
Creek  in  Anderson  county,  and  the  first  church  of 
that  faith  in  Athens  in  1855.  He  belonged  to  the 
Bacon  Presbytery.  In  1860  he  took  the  census  of 
Henderson  county.  In  politics  he  was  always  a  Demo- 
crat, and  led  a  life  of  long  and  honorable  usefulness. 
He  had  only  a  common  school  education,  but  was  a 
student  both  of  books  and  men  and  began  preaching 
when  about  twenty  years  of  age. 

In  the  state  of  Mississippi  near  Jackson,  in  the  old 
home  of  Governor  Runnells  of  that  state  and  father  of 
Governor  Dick  Runnells  of  Texas,  Reverend  Hodge  was 
married  to  Miss  Bethany  Hall,  a  niece  of  Governor 
Runnells  just  mentioned  and  a  cousin  of  the  Texas  Gov- 
ernor. She  died  in  1860  at  forty-six  years  of  age.  She 
was  born  in  Mississippi  in  1815,  and  her  children  are 
mentioned  as  follows:  Harden  A.,  who  died  wearing 
the  Confederate  uniform  during  the  war;  Mrs.  Captain 
Goo.  P.  Wallace  of  Mississippi,  who  died  in  Texas;  Au- 
relia,  who  married  Asbury  Mitcham  and  died  in  Texas 
without  children;  John,  who  died  in  Henderson  county; 
Margarite  I.,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  Morris 
of  Hill  county,  Texas;  Magnus  Hall,  who  served  four 
years  in  the  Confederate  army  as  a  member  of 
"Howdy"  Martin's  Company;  Richard  S.,  who  died 
in  early  life;  Harmon,  who  went  through  the  war 
fighting  for  the  southern  cause,  and  died  unmarried. 
Rowena,  who  married  W.  J.  Wallace,  and  left  no  chil- 
dren; and  Dr.  James  C.  of  Athens.  Rev.  Hodge's  sec- 
ond wife  was  Mrs.  Lizzie  Richardson. 

Dr.  Hodge  spent  his  boyhood  days  at  Athens,  and  his 
early  experiences  and  associations  were  laid  on  a  farm. 
He  took  up  farming  as  a  regular  vocation,  and  did 
much  in  the  way  of  raising  stock.  Some  years  after 
he  had  reached  his  majority,  he  took  up  the  study  of 
medicine  and  did  his  first  work  in  that  direction  while 
still  wearing  his  farmer  clothes.  Later  he  attended 
the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine,  and  was  graduated 


_^^5^.^'^ /^tifeiy^ 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


1945 


M.  D.  with  honors  in  1891.  When  he  was  thirty-two 
years  of  age  the  Judicial  District  Board,  embracing  the 
counties  of  Anderson  and  Houston,  granted  him  a  cer- 
tificate to  practice,  and  he  later  became  president  of 
that  board  which  issued  him  his  first  license.  In  1900 
Dr.  Hodge,  who  has  always  kept  abreast  of  the  times, 
and  has  been  a  student  and  worker  in  his  profes- 
sion, took  a  post-graduate  course  in  the  New  Orleans 
Polyclinic.  He  has  served  as  president  of  the  County 
Medical  Society,  and  as  a  member  of  the  legislative 
committee  of  the  state  Society  of  Medicine.  For  some 
time  he  has  served  as  local  surgeon  of  the  Cotton 
Belt  Railway  Company,  and  belongs  to  the  Railroad 
Company's  Surgeons'  Associaion.  He  has  never  held 
any  political  office,  has  never  had  any  desire  for  po- 
litical activity,  though  he  is  a  good  Democrat,  and  a 
very  public  spirited  citizen.  His  church  is  the  Pres- 
byterian. In  physical  appearance,  Dr.  Hodge  gives 
the  impression  of  a  man  who  has  always  been  strong 
and  able  to  bear  his  own  burdens  and  a  considerable 
share  of  other  people  's.  He  has  lived  well,  has  always 
been  in  comfortable  circumstances  and  in  his  county 
and  home  town  is  a  man  of  the  highest  standing. 

In  Henderson  county,  in  September,  1875,  Dr.  Hodge 
married  Miss  Bethany  T.  Burns,  a  daughter  of  Robert 
Burns,  her  family  having  been  Scotch  Presbyterians 
and  farmers  by  occupation.  The  cliildren  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Hodge  are:  Dr.  Robert  H.,  who  graduated  from 
the  Galve.'iton  Meilical  College  in  1905,  and  is  now 
sure  i>-full\  ]ir:u-ticing  his  profession  at  Athens,  mar- 
ricii  .\lis>  li.>\  If  ilcWilliams,  and  their  one  daughter  is 
Knur, IK, :  wniu-  .1.;  Hugh  Marvin;  Bruce;  and  Mary. 
Mr>.  ll.Hlyr  died  in  .June,  1911.  Dr.  Hodge  is  past 
master  of  Athens  Lodge  No.  165,  and  also  a  member 
of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Masonry. 

Emanuel  M.  Rogers.  A  resident  of  A'orTinn  since 
1894,  Mr.  Rogers  has  been  one  of  the  iniiMMtiuit  f.irtnrs 
in  the  improvement  and  upbuilding  of  tln^  ^irti.Mi  nf 
the  state,  and  has  a  long  record  of  eliininr  imliln- 
Bervice.  At  the  present  time  fce  is  filling  the  office  of 
County  Clerk  of  Wilbarger  county. 

Emanuel  M.  Rogers  was  born  in  Johnston  county,  Ar- 
kansas, Sept.  18,  1867,  the  youngest  in  a  family  of 
:seven  sons  and  five  daughters  born  to  J.  S.  and  Har- 
riet (Smith)  Rogers.  His  father,  who  was  born  in 
Bonham,  Texas,  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1866,  locating 
in  the  county  where  his  son  was  born.  He  was  a 
planter  and  a  man  who  was  regarded  as  successful  in 
"business  affairs,  and  held  a  place  of  esteem  in  his  com- 
munity. During  the  Civil  war  he  entered  the  service 
■of  the  Confederate  army,  with  an  Arkansas  regiment. 
His  death  occurred  at  Clarksville,  Arkansas,  in  1882, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in 
middle  Tennessee,  received  her  education  in  that  state, 
and  died  in  Arkansas  at  the  ago  of  sixty-two  in  1880. 

As  a  boy  Emanuel  M.  I,'..u,  is  li\r.|  on  the  farm  in 
Arkanass,  and  first  atten.lcil  tlir  ili^tiirt  schools.  That 
education  was  supplemental  with  a  rourse  at  Hendricks 
college  in  Arkansas,  and  when  he  left  school  he  found 
a  field  of  experieni-e  and  o]iportunity  for  advancement 
in  a  store  at  Hartnian.  Arkansas.  Arkansas  continued 
to  be  his  home  until  1S92,  in  which  year  he  moved  to 
Texas,  and  located  first  in  Knox  county,  where  he  was 
in  the  stock  business  for  a  couple  of  years.  Then  in 
189-1  he  moved  to  Wilbarger  county,  and  for  eight 
years  was  employed  in  one  of  the  local  mercantile 
establishments  at  Vernon.  His  popularity  as  a  citizen 
and  well  known  integrity  brought  him  to  the  front  as 
a  candidate  for  public  office  and  elected  him  county 
assessor,  which  position  he  filled  from  1905  to  1912.  In 
November,  1912,  he  was  elected  county  clerk,  and  is 
now  filling  that  office. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  fraternally  is  affili- 
ate<l  with  the  Knights  of  Pvthias,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World, 


and  has  filled  the  chairs  in  these  different  orders.     His 
church  is  the  Methodist. 

In  Johnston  county,  Arkansas,  December  17,  1SS6 
Mr.  Rogers  married  Miss  Nannie  McFadden,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Nannie  McFadden.  The  McFadden 
family  has  been  well  known  in  northwest  Texas,  and 
Mrs.  Rogers'  ninther  is  now  living  at  Vernon  at  the 
advanird  .-i-,.  ,,i  niohty-nine  years.  Her  father  died  in 
1912.  Ml.  ;mi.|  Mis.  Rogers  have  five  children:  Mrs. 
Lela  i'liiksioii.  1m, in  in  Arkansas  in  1889,  lives  in  Ver- 
non and  has  one  child;  H.  E.  Rogers,  born  in  Arkansas 
in  1890,  is  married  and  lives  at  Vernon,  has  one  daugh- 
ter; Miss  Annie  Rogers,  born  in  1897  in  Texas,  is  at- 
tending school  at  Vernon;  Lois  Rogers,  born  in  1904, 
IS  a  school  girl,  and  Buddy  Rogers,  born  in  1906  at 
Vernon,  is  in  school. 

James  F.  Boyd.  As  cashier  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Iowa  Park,  James  F.  Boyd  has  a  prominent 
place  among  the  leading  men  of  the  town,  and  his  lead- 
ership is  further  accentuated  by  his  incumbency  of  the 
office  of  Mayor,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1911.  He 
has  been  identified  with  various  business  enterprises  in 
the  years  of  his  residence  in  these  parts,  and  yet  retains 
his  interest  in  the  grain  business  in  which  he  was  ac- 
tive prior  to  his  association  with  the  First  National 
Bank.  He  has  made  his  way  upward  without  appreciable 
help  from  others,  and  he  is  today  one  of  the  most  widely 
and  favorably  known  young  men  in  these  parts. 

Born  on  the  2oth  day  of  July,  1880,  Mr.  Boyd 
is  the  son  of  James  A.  and  Emma  (White)  Boyd,  natives 
of  Virginia,  and  of  Dallas  county,  Texas.  James  A. 
Boyd  came  to  Texas  as  a  young  man  and  settled  at 
Lancaster,  in  Dallas  county,  where  he  eventually  came 
to  be  a  well  known  merchant.  He  has  been  postmaster 
at  that  place  for  many  years,  and  has  also  demonstrated 
his  versatility  by  taking  an  active  part  in  the  agricul- 
tural industry  in  that  community.  He  is  still  living 
at  Lancaster,  busy  and  alert  as  ever  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years.  His  wife,  who  was  born,  bred  and  educated 
in  Dallas  county,  there  married  her  husband.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  parents  who  came  to  Texas  among  the 
first  settlers  of  Dallas  county,  and  were  long  and 
worthily  identified  with  the  development  of  that  dis- 
trict. Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd: 
Mrs.  Aileen  Roland,  living  in  Dallas;  James  F.,  of  this 
review;  and  E.  P.  Boyd,  living  in  Wichita  county. 

James  Boyd  in  his  boyhood  days  attended  the  schools 
of  Dallas  .ninify,  and  in  1899  was  graduated  from  Ran- 
dolph r,,!|,.^,.  ii,  l^ancaster,  his  home  town.  He  then 
engaged  in  I  In-  retail  merchandise  business  at  Lancaster, 
remaining  tljus  identified  for  five  years,  and  severing 
his  connection  with  menliandise  to  associate  himself 
with  the  grain  buying  business.  For  two  years  he 
followed  that  enterprise,  in  1905  coining  to  Iowa  Park, 
locating  in  the  grain  business  here  and  continuing  therein 
for  two  and  a  half  years.  It  was  then  that  he  became  as- 
sociated with  the  First  National  Bank  as  a  clerk  in 
the  establishment,  anU  in  1911  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  cashier,  in  which  he  has  since  continued  and 
where  he  has  given  a  valuable  and  praiseworthy  serv- 
ice. The  bank,  which  is  one  of  the  sturdy  and  "stanch 
among  the  smaller  institutions  of  the  county,  has  a 
capital  stock  of  $25,000;  surplus  of  $25,000;  "with  un- 
divided profits  of  $15,000.  The  bank  was  organized 
in  1900,  and  has  made  a  pleasing  record  in  the  pass- 
ing years. 

Mr.  Boyd,  in  addition  to  serving  as  mayor  of  the 
city,  is  serving  as  treasurer  of  the  school  boa"rd,  and  his 
interest  in  the  educational  affairs  of  the  town  is  one  of 
the  fine  spots  in  his  makeup.  He  is  a  Democrat,  but 
does  not  permit  national  politics  to  interfere  with  civic 
fidelity  and  service.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  a  mcniEier  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  as  well. 

On    May   20,    1903,   Mr.    Boyd   was   married   to    Miss 
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Pearl  Ferguson,  of  Iowa  Park,  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  B.  N.  Ferguson,  who  are  yet  residents  of  this 
community,  and  among  the  best  known  and  most  highly 
esteemed  people  of  the  city.  The  two  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Boyd  are  Fay,  born  in  Dallas  county,  m 
1904,  and  Francis,  born  in  1908  in  Iowa  Park. 

Charles  E.  Houston.  The  modern  merchant  is  found 
in  nearly  every  town  and  city  of  west  Texas.  The 
man  who  knows  what  the  people  want,  and  how  far 
their  wants  can  be  faithfully  stimulated;  who  keeps  a 
large  and  well  selected  stock  of  goods,  but  never  so. 
long  that  it  is  out  of  date;  and  who  acts  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  real  success  is  only  a  return  for  an  adequate 
commercial  service— those  are  the  qualities  of  the  most 
prosperous  men  in  merchandising  in  west  Texas  today, 
and  one  such  merchant  is  Charles  B.  Houston,  secretary 
and  manager  of  the  Carter-Houston  Dry  Goods  Com- 
panv  at  Plainview. 

jir  Houston  is  a  native  of  Mississippi,  born  in  Cal- 
houn, July  8,  1878,  a  son  of  L.  B.  and  Mattie  (Thorn- 
ton) Houston,  both  parents  also  natives  of  that  state. 
During  his  earlv  life  the  father  was  a  farmer  and 
planter  in  Calhoun  county,  and  in  1867  moved  to  Texas, 
spending  three  years  in  Ellis  eountj'.  He  then  went 
back  to  Mississippi,  but  eventually  returned  to  Texas 
for  his  permanent  home,  and  is  now  living  in  Bell 
county.  He  is  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  The  father 
was  born  in  1848,  being  now  sixty-five  years  of  age. 
The  mother,  who  was  born  in  1850,  died  in  this  state 
May  15,  1906. 

Of  the  six  sons  and  two  daughters  of  the  family, 
Charles  K.  was  the  third.  At  an  early  age  he  began 
laying  the  foundation  for  his  career,  by  attendance  at 
the  public  schools,  and  after  leaving  the  local  schools 
he  took  a  course  in  the  Metropolitan  College  of  Dallas, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  the  commercial  class  of  May 
1,  1901.  In  1899  he  had  begun  his  practical  career  as 
a'  clerk  at  Bartlett,  and  spent  five  years  in  working  for 
W.  W.  Walton.  The  Walton  Dry  Goods  Company  was 
then  organized  and  he  became  one  of  the  owners  and 
the  active  manager  for  four  years.  He  then  sold  out 
and  came  to  Plainview,  and  was  employed  by  the 
Carter  Mercantile  Company  for  one  year.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  the  business  was  reorganized  and  incor- 
porated, Mr.  Houston  buying  an  interest  and  being 
made  active  manager.  Under  his  control  the  Carter- 
Houston  Dry  Goods  Company  has  become  one  of  the 
largest  stores  in  west  Texas.  Mr.  E.  M.  Carter  is 
president  of  the  company,  Mr.  Ellis  Carter  is  vice 
president  and  Mr.  Houston  is  secretary  and  manager. 
Since  Mr.  Houston  took  charge  the  business  has  in- 
creased in  volume  to  double  its  former  aggregate. 
About  a  dozen  expert  salespeople  are  employed 
throughout  the  year  and  at  times  the  force  is  increased 
to  twenty-five. 

Mr.  Houston  in  politics  is  a  Democrat,  and  is  af- 
filiated with  the  Masonic  Order  through  the  York  Kite 
to  the  Commandery  degrees.  His  church  is  the  Meth- 
odist. On  May  8,  1911,  at  Plainview,  Mr.  Houston 
married  Miss  Mamie  Ethel  Grigsby,  who  was  born  in 
the  state  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Houston  has  won  his  own 
success,  having  started  in  at  the  lowest  grade  of  mer- 
cantile service  and  worked  his  way  up  to  the  top.  He 
believes  that  he  has  selected  the  finest  portion  of 
Texas  for  his  residence,  a  region  which  is  bound  to 
develop  and  grow  in  prosperity  with  the  passing  years. 
He  is  the  owner  of  his  own  home  in  Plainview,  and  he 
and  his  wife  enjoy  the  highest  standing  in  social 
circles. 

William  Henry  Wolcott.  For  many  years  one  of 
the  big  men  in  the  cattle  industry  of  west  Texas,  Wil- 
liam H.  Wolcott  retired  a  few  years  ago,  and  while  not 
traveling  he  and  his  wife  maintain  their  pleasant  home 
in  Midland.     He  has  had  a  long  and  prosperous  career 


and  represents  a  family  whose  members  have  borne  the 
responsibilities  of  life  honorably  and  usefully. 

William  H.  Wolcott  was  born  at  Hot  Springs,  Ala- 
bama, November  29,  1843,  a  son  of  William  and  Eliza 
(Galligher)  Wolcott.  The  father  was  a  native  of  New 
York  and  the  mother  of  Alabama.  William  Wolcott,  Sr., 
when  a  young  man  of  eighteen,  having  been  well  edu- 
cated in  schools  of  New  York  City,  came  to  Alabama 
during  the  early  forties  and  located  in  the  Wetumpka, 
in  what  was  then  Coosa  county,  but  is  now  Elmore 
county.  A  man  of  education,  he  found  his  work  as  a 
teacher,  and  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  different  parts 
of  the  state  until  1S53.  In  that  year  he  brought  his 
family  overland  to  Tyler,  Texas,  and  thus  became  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Smith 's  county.  He  continued  his 
profession  as  teacher  in  the  vicinity  of  Tyler  until  his 
death,  in  1860.  Outside  of  his  regular  occupation,  he 
was  prominent  in  many  ways  in  his  community  and  al- 
ways took  a  leading  part  in  political  affairs.  His  wife 
died  in  Dallas  county,  Texas,  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
five.  His  great-grandfather,  a  native  of  Georgia,  had 
the  distinction  of  being  the  first  white  man  who  lived 
in  Wetumpka  county,  Alabama,  being  an  Indian  trader 
and  a  man  of  great  influence,  not  only  among  the  In- 
dians who  then  inhabited  Alabama,  but  algo  subsequently 
among  the  ijioneer  white  settlers.  There  were  eight 
children  in  the  family  of  the  parents,  and  they  are 
named  as  follows:  Benjamin  F.  Wolcott,  who  is  a  prom- 
inent farmer  at  Corpus  Christi  and  Fannley  of  Midland, 
this  state;  Elmira,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Cooper  of  Dallas  county;  William  H.,  who  was  the  third 
in  the  family;  Mary,  wife  of  Timothy  F.  Garvin  of  Ellis 
county,  a  prominent  farmer  and  stockman ;  Eva,  widow 
of  Samuel  Garvin,  brother  of  Timothy,  Mrs.  Garvin  now 
residing  in  comfort  and  ease  in  the  city  of  Dallas; 
George  Wolcott,  who  is  a  successful  stockman  at  Mid- 
land ;  Andrew  J.,  who  is  retired  from  ranching  and 
makes  his  home  in  Dallas;  Oliver  P,  Wolcott,  who  is  a 
farmer  in  Dallas  county  and  has  a  prominent  part  in 
politics  in  that  part  of  the  state,  having  served  as  county 
commissioner  of  Dallas  bounty  for  several  terms, 

Mr.  William  H.  Wolcott  is  now  a  man  of  seventy,  yet 
in  appearance  and  activity  is  still  in  his  fifties.  He  is 
optimistic,  genial  and  an  enjoyable  companion,  has  al- 
ways enjoyed  success,  and  has  won  his  prosperity  without 
interfering  with  the  rights  of  others  and  has  been  helpful 
to  his  friends  and  neighbors  throughout  his  career.  He 
attained  his  education  in  Smith  county,  near  Tyler,  and 
when  fourteen  years  old  left  school  and  assisted  in  the 
farm  work  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was 
eighteen  years  old  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Nineteenth 
Texas  Cavalry,  under  Col.  Buford,  in  Parsons'  Brigade. 
For  four  years  he  was  a  Confederate  soldier  and  one  of 
the  most  loyal  and  efficient  men  who  bore  arms  for  the 
South.  He  was  in  many  campaigns,  and  was  in  the  es- 
pecially trying  battle  of  Yellow  Bayou,  where  for  thirty- 
six  days  his  brigade  were  continually  engaged  in  fighting. 
After  the  war  he  was  connected  with  the  transportation 
business  of  northern  and  central  Texas  as  then  con- 
ducted. He  drove  ox  teams,  hauling  wagons  loaded  with 
merchandise  and  other  products  from  Waxahaehie  to  Mil- 
lican.  Millican  at  the  time  was  the  northern  terminus  of 
the  Houston  and  Central  Kailway  and  the  nearest  railway 
station  to  all  points  in  north  and  central  Texas.  It  was 
a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Waxa- 
haehie to  Millican,  and  the  round  trip  required  a  number 
of  days  and  was  a  slow  and  arduous  method  of  trans- 
portation, but  practically  the  only  one  prevailing  in  that 
time. 

On  March  28,  1867,  Mr.  Wolcott  married  Miss  Mar- 
garet Boydstun,  who  was  born  in  Illinois  and  when  a 
child  came  across  the  country  to  Texas,  in  1848,  when 
she  was  11  years  bid.  Her  father  was  Jacob  G.  Boyd- 
stun, a  farmer  and  a  man  of  standing  in  his  community. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Wolcott  located  in  Ellis  county, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  stock  raising,  and  subsequently 
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followed  the  same  oceupation  in  Tarrant  county.  As 
one   of    the   oWtinie    i-:ittU'iiien,   and   by   exercise    of   the 

const:iiit   1  ii;il;iiirc  mid    iiidi^iiiciit   whii-h   wore  essential  to 

proini.tcir  (It  l:ii-r  Ik'i.U,  w  Ihi  li.lli.w  c.I  the  pasture 
over  iiKiiiy  ranges,  ;nid,  lluiiiyli  he  hiid  the  reverses  which 
wer-e  inseparable  frour  the  range-cattle  industry,  he  on 
the  whole  was  successful  and  prosperous,  and  when  he 
finally  sold  out  he  possessed  a  conrpeteirce  for  his  declin- 
ing years.  After  selling  out  he  moved  to  Deaf  Smith 
county,  in  1906,  and  also  bought  many  hundreds  of  acres 
of  land  in  Midland  county.  In  1909  he  finally  sold  out 
practically  all  his  stock  interest  and  has  since  lived  re- 
tired in  Midland.  He  and  Mrs.  Woleott  have  enjoyed 
one  long  vacation  in  California,  and  they  now  contem- 
plate the  places  of  travel  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 
Mr.  Woleott  has  always  been  a  loyal  Democrat,  but  has 
always  avoided  any  practical  party  work  or  official 
honor.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian 
church. 

Egbert  .J.  King,  is  postmaster  of  Clarksville,  where 
he  has  resided  continuously  since  1885.  Save  for  a 
short  period  in  the  educational  field  of  the  county  upon 
his  advent  to  the  state,  his  relation  to  the  com- 
munity of  Clarksville  was  clerical  until  he  entered 
the  government  service  nearly  sixteen  years  ago. 
In  his  service  as  postmaster  of  the  metropolis  of 
Eed  River  count.y,  he  has  rendered  unusual  and  con- 
spicuous attention  to  duty,  and  holds  a  record  seldom 
equaled  in  presidential  offices  as  a  continuous  servant 
of  the  government. 

Mr.  King  is  one  of  the  many  contributions  of  Bed- 
ford county,  Tennessee,  to  the  citizenship  of  Texas. 
He  was  born  in  that  locality  on  May  IS,  1860,  where 
his  father.  Rev.  Robert  J.  King,  spent  his  life  preach- 
ing the  Gospel  as  a  minister  of  the  Lutheran  church, 
and  he  was  a  son  of  Samuel  King,  who  came  out  of  the 
state  of  North  Carolina  and  passed  away  in  or  near 
Shelbyville,  Tennessee  when  in  his  young  manhood. 
He,  as  the  founder  of  this  pioneer  "family,  was  de- 
scended from  ancestry  that  settled  in  the  colony  of  the 
old  Tarheel  state  when  King  George  yet  held  sway  in 
America.  This  old  patriarch  was  the  father  of  'five 
sons  and  three  daughters,  and  their  preacher  son  was 
among  the  first  born  of  the  number.  One  of  these  sons 
passed  his  life  near  Nashville:  another  lived  near  to 
Knoxville,  and  a  third  made  his  home  in  the  vicinity 
of  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee. 

Rev.  King  was  born  on  Christmas  Day,  1810.  He 
was  a  man  who  was  self-educated  as  well  as  self- 
assertive,  and  from  his  early  life  he  felt  impelled  to 
take  ministerial  work  upon  himself.  He  died  near 
Shelbyville  in  1S92,  after  an  active  and  vigorous  re- 
ligious life  that  was  resultant  of  much  good  in  the 
cause  in  which  he  labored.  During  the  turmoil  of  the 
Rebellion  he  remained  steadfast  for  the  Union,  al- 
though many  of  his  relatives  went  south  because  of 
their  sentiment  and  gave  active  aid  to  the  Confederate 
cause.  Even  his  own  son  took  the  path  marked  out 
by  the  leaders  in  secession  and  opposed  his  brother  on 
the  battlefield  at  Murfreesboro. 

Rev.  King  married  Miss  Mary  Ann  Philips,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Philips,  who  migrated  to  Tennessee  from 
Virginia.  Mrs.  King  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five. 
Their  children  were  eight  in  number,  named  as  follows: 
John  F.,  of  Manchester  Tennessee,  an  ex-soldier  of  the 
Confederacy:  Samuel  F.,  who  passed  away  in  his  native 
state;  Charles  B.,  of  Cottage  Grove,  Oregon,  and  a 
Union  s-oldier;  Edraond  C,  of  Alexandria,  Indiana; 
George  T..  of  Fresno,  California:  Mrs.  Samuel  Brant- 
ley, of  Beech  Grove,  Tennessee;  Mrs.  Leah  V.  Bobo,  of 
Tullahoma,  Tennessee,  and  Robert  J.,  of  this  review. 

Robert  .1.  King  received  a  liberal  schooling  in  Shel- 
byville, Tennessee,  and  made  use  of  his  learning  for  a 
time  as  a  teacher.     He  was  twenty-five  years  old  when 


he  sought  the  west  in  Texas,  and  dates  his  advent  into 
Red  River  county  from  September,  1885.  He  taught 
some  two  years  at  Rosalie  and  in  1887  he  became  a 
merchant 's  clerk  in  Clarksville.  Four  years  were  spent 
in  the  employ  of  R.  N.  Shaw  and  six  years  with  Sam 
Steinlein,  and  from  the  store  of  the  latter  he  went  as 
the  appointee  to  the  office  of  postmaster  of  the  city. 
He  received  his  appointment  from  President  McKinley 
and  took  the  office  on  May  1,  1898,  as  the  successor  of 
W.  H.  Dickson.  In  1902  he  was  commissioned  by 
President  Roosevelt  and  again  in  1906,  and  Mr.  Taft 
gave  him  his  fourth  commission  in  1910,  with  the  com- 
pletion of  which  appointment  he  will  have  served  six- 
teen years  and  broken  the  record  for  official  tenure  in 
tlie  I '1,1  rks\  lie  office.  His  record  has  been  one  that  he 
'"■■|>  "eli  l.e  proud  of,  and  he  occupies  a  prominent 
jihice  III  ei\ic  and  municipal  affairs  in  the  city.  He 
was  brought  up  in  a  loyal  home  where  the  doctrines 
of  Republicanism  overshadowed  all  other  political 
topics,  and  whatever  active  connection  he  has  dis- 
played in  politics  went  to  Republican  fortunes,  al- 
though he  has  never  sought  for  political  honors  at  any 
time  in  his  life. 

In  April,  1883,  Mr.  King  was  married  to  Miss  Nannie 
Newman,  in  Winchester,  Tennessee.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Col.  "Taz"  Newman,  a  former  Confederate 
officer,  well  known  as  a  public  man  in  Tennessee  and 
a  speaker  in  the  state  senate  for  four  years.  Col. 
Newman  married  Miss  Sarah  Buchanan,  and  Mrs.  King 
and  "Taz"  Newman,  of  Mexico,  are  the  issue  of  their 
union.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  are:  Ed- 
ward S.,  of  Hugo,  Oklahoma.  He  is  with  the  Goldman 
Grocery  Company  and  is  married  to  Miss  Mary  Graham 
of  Paris.  They  have  two  sons,  Robert  Joseph  and  Al- 
bert Edward.  Newman  King,  of  Shaw,  Mississippi, 
married  Miss  Bonnie  Sherry.  Miss  Carrie  May  King, 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  a  resident  of  Clarksville. 
Mr.  King  is  well  advanced  in  Masonry,  and  is  Past 
High  Priest  of  the  Clarksville  Chapter  of  Masons,  and 
has  represented  his  chapter  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Texas.  He  is  a  Past  Chancellor  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  has  sat  in  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Texas 
Pythian  Knights,  and  filled  other  offices  in  the  lodge. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Allen  T.  Reed,  M.  D.  Despite  the  fact  that  Dr.  Allen 
T.  Reed  gained  his  medical  training  under  circum- 
stances in  which  he  was  desperately  handicapped,  he 
has  won  through  to  a  place  of  prominence  in  his  pro- 
fession in  Clay  county,  and  is  well  an.l  favorably 
known  to  the  medical  profession  as  well  as  to  the 
laity.  He  is  a  native  Texas  product,  born  in  Sherman, 
on  July  17,  1863,  and  has  lived  in  Texas  all  his  life. 
He  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Nelson  B.  and  Lavanda  A.  (Trous- 
dale) Reed,  concerning  whom  brief  mention  is  made 
here  as  follows:  Nelson  B.  Reed  was  born  in  Iowa  and 
came  to  Texas-in  the  fifties.  He  practiced  medicine  all 
his  life,  dying  in  1867  when  he  was  forty-eight  years 
of  age.  He  was  a  Methodist  and  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  and  when  he  died  in  1867  he  left  his 
widow  and  seven  small  children  practically  unprovided 
for.  The  mother  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and  in  that 
state  she  was  married.  She  was  a  devout  Christian 
woman,  long  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  church, 
and  she  labored  faithfully  to  rear  her  young  children 
following  the  death  of  their  father.  She  died  in  1890 
and  is  buried  near  Honey  Grove,  Texas. 

Of  the  seven  children  born  to  Dr.  Nelson  Reed  and 
his  wife,  Allen  T.  Reed  is  the  sixth  child  and  the 
youngest  son.  In  the  public  schools  of  Honey  Grove 
and  vicinity  he  gained  his  early  education,  and  up  to 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  continued  at  home.  He  then 
set  out  to  plan  for  his  own  future,  and  for  two  years 
he  devoted  himself  to  farm  work,  saving  every  penny 
of  his  earnings  in  the  meantime.     He  then  entered  the 
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Missouri  Medical  College  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and 
after  a  two-year  course  of  study  there  he  went  to  the 
Kentucky  School  of  Medicine,"  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1890,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  The  first 
years  of  his  practice  were  confined  to  Honey  Grove, 
"his  old  home  locality,  and  he  continued  there  in  all 
success,  but  in  1912  "he  decided  to  move  to  Byers,  and 
here  he  has  since  continued  in  active  practice.  Dr. 
Reed  may  well  be  regarded  as  the  leading  physician 
of  the  city  and  of  these  parts,  where  his  standing  is 
of  the  most  excellent  order  and  his  practice  a  large 
and  lucrative  one. 

He  has  kept  well  alireast  of  the  times  in  his  studies 
and  has  taken  [mst  i^iaduate  courses  from  time  to  time, 
both  in  till'  I'l'-t  liiiii.-  of  New  Orleans  and  Chicago'. 
He  is  the  In.il  -111^,011  tnr  the  Wichita  Valley  and  Fort 
Worth  &  Demrr  llailrniids  at  that  point,  and  has  mem- 
bership in  the  Xorthwestern  Texas  Medical  Associa- 
tion and  the  state  medical  association.  Dr.  Reed  is  a 
Democrat,  but  not  an  active  participant  in  politics,  and 
he  has  membership  in  the  Masonic  order  with  Blue 
Lodge  and  Chapter  afliliations,  and  he  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

In  1889  Dr.  Reed  was  married  in  Fannin  county, 
this  state,  to  Gersham  A.  Cravens,  the  daughter  of 
W.  H.  Cravens  of  Fannin  county.  Four  children  were 
born  to  them.  Gertrude  and  Willie  are  deceased,  while 
A'elma  and  Annette  were  spared  to  them. 

J.  Wed  Davis  has  been  connected  worthily  with 
the  city  of  Teague  since  its  incipient  stages  of  exist- 
once,  coming  to  the  place  in  a  day  when  the  Teague 
townsite  was  nothing  more  than  a  eottonfield,  in 
striking  contrast  to  its  present  day  appearance  of 
metropolitanism  with  its  sturdy  lines  of  brick  build- 
ings lending  dignity  and  solidity  to  the  streets.  Mr. 
Davis  came  here  first  from  Elgin,  in  Bastrop  county, 
this  state,  where  he  went  as  a  settler  from  Ripley,  Mis- 
sissippi, in  1883.  He  is  a  son  of  John  Davis,  only  son 
of  another  of  the  same  name,  who  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  was  discharged  at  Cowpens,  South  Caro- 
lina, after  the  war.  It  is  worthy  of  mention  that  the 
field  on  which  that  battle  was  "waged  was  a  part  of 
Grandfather  Byars'  land,  and  it  was  there  that  General 
Lord  Cornwallis  lost  his  watch,  which  was  subsequently 
found  and  turned  over  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
at  Washington.  John  Davis,  grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  he  died  at  Spartans- 
i)urg.  South  Carolina,  his  only  child  being  John,  father 
of  J.  Wed  Davis  of  this  revi"ew. 

John  Davis  2d  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  he 
died  in  Hopkinsville,  Mississippi.  He  was  educated  in 
mechanical  engineering  and  was  a  recognized  authority 
on  that  subject.  He  was  largely  engaged  in  excavation 
work  on  a  large  scale,  changing  the  courses  of  streams 
and  other  allied  engineering  tasks  that  require  skilled 
men  in  their  performance.  Mr.  Davis  and  his  two  eld- 
est sous  entered  the  first  company  that  "was  organized 
in  Spartanburg  county,  and  stayed  in  the  service 
through  the  entire  war,  up  to  the  surrender  of  General 
Lee.  He  took  part  in  the  heavy  fighting  of  the  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia  and  was  in  the  engineering  de- 
partment. He  passed  through  the  war  without  being 
once  wounded  or  captured,  but  one  of  his  sons  was  a 
prisoner  in  a  northern  prison  at  Elmira,  New  York,  for 
many  months.  After  the  war  Mr.  Davis  returned  to 
his  profession,  and  he  met  his  death  while  engaged  in 
<hanging  the  course  of  a  river  in  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Davis  married  Miss  Elmira  Byars,  a  daughter  of 
Earl  Byars,  a  German  farmer  and  stockman  of  South 
Carolina.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  1898,  and  it 
should  be  stated  here  that  she  was  his  second  wife,  he 
having  first  married  a  Miss  Jones,  who  became  the 
mother  of  nine  children,  here  mentioned  briefly  as 
follows:  Lawson  B.,  of  North  Carolina;  Marshall  T.-, 
of  Elgin,  Texas;   Letha;   Mildred,  who  married  J.   B. 


Greenway,  of  Hamlin,  Texas;  ,Iohn  A.,  of  Elgin,  Texas; 
Martha,  who  married  M.  T.  Humphries  and  died  at 
Elgin;  Benjamin  F.,  who  died  at  Elgin  in  1899,  leaving 
a  family;  Sarah,  of  Monroe,  Louisiana.  The  children 
of  the  second  marriage  are  J.  Wed  of  this  review; 
James  P.,  who  died  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  leaving  a 
family,  and  Mary,  who  married  T.  L.  Potts  and  died  in 
Teague  in  1910. 

J.  Wed  Davis  had  only  a  common  school  education, 
and  when  he  first  started  out  independently  he  did  so 
in  connection  with  the  Calcasieu  Lumber  Company, 
remaining  with  that  concern  for  fourteen  years.  When 
he  withdrew  from  that  firm  he  came  direct  to  Teague, 
finding  it  in  the  state  that  is  mentioned  in  the  opening 
paragraph.  He  came  here  in  association  with  the 
South  Texas  Lumber  Company,  originally  the  Teague 
Lumber  Company,  and  he  started  the  first  lumber  yard 
the  place  knew.  He  was  manager  of  the  yard  for 
four  years,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate, 
loans  and  investment  business,  under  the  firm  name  of 
J.  _Wed  Davis  &  Company.  Mr.  Davis  was  connected 
with  the  real  estate  business  both  as  a  broker  and 
dealer,  and  his  chief  work  has  been  as  a  broker  in  farm 
lands.  He  placed  more  than  a  hundred  new  families 
in  the  Teague  district  in  two  years,  and  it  should  be 
stated  that  he  built  the  first  home  that  was  erected  in 
the  city.  He  has  been  largely  identified  with 
the  actual  building  of  Teague,  for  he  was  con- 
ui'itrd  ]ir(pniinently  with  the  building  of  ten  of  its 
bii.k  ^^IM.•  structures.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  large 
quantity  nf  farm  lands,  and  he  has  been  especially 
a<ti\i'  in  disposing  of  land  to  desirable  settlers  and 
getting  them  started  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Davis  served  as  president  of  the  Commercial 
Club  of  Teague  for  six  years,  and  he  was  postmaster 
of  the  city  for  five  years.  He  had  his  appointment 
from  Theodore  Roosevelt  as  president  and  has  identi- 
fied himself  actively  with  Republican  politics,  for 
though  he  comes  of  a  stanch  old  Democrat  family,  he 
has  absorbed  his  political  principles  from  his  business 
associations  with  Republicans.  He  has  served  on  many 
occasions  as  a  delegate  to  state  conventions  and  to 
congressional  and  other  conventions  as  well. 

Mr.  Davis  is  a  Mason  with  Blue  Lodge  and  Royal 
Arch  associations,  and  was  secretary  of  Elgin  Lodge 
for  many  years.  He  is  also  a  Pythian  Knight  and  has 
been  Chancellor  Commander  in  the  local  lodge  for 
several  years.  He  is  a  Baptist  and  a  member  of  a 
number  of  insurance  orders  of  fraternal  nature. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Davis  took  place  in  1888, 
when  in  November  Miss  Elizabeth  Standfield  became 
his  wife.  She  was  a  daughter  of  C.  W.  Standfield,  of 
Alabama,  and  when  she  died  she  left  two  children. 
.1.  Melvin  is  associated  with  his  father  in  business  and 
is  married  to  Lucile  Anderson,  and  Modene  married 
John  Mosbauh,  of  Teague.  The  second  marriage  took 
place  in  1899,  when  Miss  Lulu  Brown,  of  Lee  county, 
became  Mrs.  Davis.  The  children  of  this  second  mar- 
riage are  Carl,  Hubert,  Mary  Frances,  Garland,  Mar- 
garet, J.  Wed,  Jr.,  and  Lula  Brown.  Garland  Davis, 
it  should  be  said,  was  the  first  male  child  born  in 
Teague. 

Dr.  William  P.  Kelly.  A  practicing  physician  in 
Tennessee  and  Texas  for  many  years,  Dr.  William  P. 
Kelly  retired  from  active  practice  in  1912,  and  is  now 
filling  the  office  of  city  recorder.  In  addition  to  that, 
he  is  identified  with"  the  real  estate  business  and 
operates  on  a  large  scale  in  this  section  of  the  state. 
He  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  Clay  county, 
Texas,  and  numbers  his  friends  by  the  score,  among 
those  who  have  known  him  both  in  his  professional 
and  his  private  capacity,  as  well  as  a  business  man  of 
ability  in  later  years. 

Born  in  Lawrence  county,  Tennessee,  on  January  17, 
1849,  Dr.  William  P.  Kell'y  is  the  son  of  John  J."  and 
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Susau  Kelly,  both  of  whom  passed  their  lives  in  the 
state  of  Tennessee  and  are  there  buried.  He  gained 
his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  Lawrence  county, 
Tennessee,  and  when  he  had  finished  the  high  school 
course  of  his  home  town  he  entered  the  Nashville  Uni- 
versity, and  there  his  medical  training  was  secured. 
He  engaged  in  medical  practice  in  his  native  state 
ujion  his  graduation,  and  until  1893  he  continued  there, 
in  that  year  coming  to  Texas  and  locating  in  Ellis 
county.  "  For  ten  years  he  practiced  successfully  in 
Ellis  county,  and  then  moved  to  Clay  county,  where 
he  has  maintained  a  continuous  residence  ever  since. 

In  1912  Dr.  Kelly  virtually  retired  from  medical 
practice  and  became  city  recorder  of  Petrolia,  and  he 
gives  but  little  attention  to  medical  affairs.  Though 
he  disclaims  to  be  in  practice,  there  are  times  when 
the  demands  of  old  friends  are  so  insistent  as  to  over- 
come his  decisions,  and  he  goes  forth  to  serve  as  in 
former  years.  His  attention,  however,  is  chiefly  con- 
fined to'  his  ofiSce  and  to  the  real  estate  business,  in 
which  he  has  been  successful  and  prosperous.  He  has 
extensivi'  ]iin].rrty  iiitrrcsts  in  the  state  ami  especially 
in  and  aLout  l-;i.'rtia.  an. I  is  linowii  fnv  one-  of  the 
finaurially  in.lrjiiMidriit  ni.Mi  nl'  tin'  (-(ninty.  A  citizen 
of  the  tiist  (.i.l.r,  110  nion-  piiMic  sj.iritrd  man  could 
be  fouu.l  in  the  community  than  Dr.  Kelly.  He  is 
concerned  about  the  future  of  Petrolia  and  does  all 
that  can  be  done  for  the  advancement  of  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  place  by  a  man  in  his  position.  He  will 
be  found  at  the  forefront  of  every  movement  designed 
to  further  the  best  interests  of  his  home  city,  and 
any  assistance  he  can  lend  in  snch  causes  is  always  forth- 
coming at  the  right  time. 

Dr.  Kelly  has  membership  in  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian church  of  Petrolia,  and  he  is  a  Mason,  with 
Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  affiliations.  He  is  worshipful 
master  of  Petrolia  Lodge  No.  592,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  also 
High  Priest  of  Henrietta  Chapter  161,  R.  A.  M.,  Hen- 
rietta, Texas,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Few  men  have  a  greater  fond- 
ness for  out-of-door  life  than  has  Dr.  Kelly,  and  his 
chiefest  pleasures  are  to  be  found  in  the  pursuit  of 
sports  of  that  nature. 

Twice  has  the  doctor  been  married.  He  was  first 
married  at  Port  Gibson,  Mississippi,  to  Miss  Olive  O. 
Thompson,  of  that  place.  She  died  in  1897,  and  is 
buried  in  Ellis  county,  this  state,  then  the  home  of  the 
family.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  and 
a  devout  Christian  woman  of  the  most  worthy  char- 
acter, and  she  left  a  son  and  a  daughter.  William  P., 
Jr.,  the  eldest  of  the  two,  is  married  and  makes  his 
home  in  Electra,  Texas,  and  Olive  Louise  is  also  mar- 
ried, the  wife  of  Ira  C.  James.  She  lives  at  Reserve, 
Louisiana. 

The  second  marriage  of  Dr.  Kelly  took  place  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  on  April  5,  190.5,  when  Miss  Tina 
Quarles  became  his  wife.  She  is  a  daughter  of  J.  R. 
Quarles  of  Fort  Worth,  a  well  known  resident  of  that 
city,  and  she  was  one  of  the  prominent  and  popular 
young  women  of  the  place. 

Dr.  Kelly  and  his  wife  enjoy  a  leading  position  in 
social  circles  of  the  city,  and  they  have  a  host  of  good 
friends  in  the  city  and  county,  who  know  them  for 
their  many  excellent  cjualitie's  of  heart  and  mind. 
They  have  taken  a  prominent  place  in  public  affairs 
since  they  established  a  home  in  Petrolia,  and  have 
contributed  their  full  quota  to  the  upbuilding  of  the 
city  along  lines  of  civic  and  moral  growth  and  pros- 
l)erity. 


WiLLi.\M  R.  Craxe.  Five  consecutive  terms  of  service 
in  any  office,  of  whatever  nature,  indicates  undeniably  a 
measure  of  efficiency  and  popularity  on  the  part  of  the 
man  who  is  thus  distinguished  and  gives  him  a  high 
place  in  his  community.  William  R.  Crane  has  won  that 
distinction   as   sheriff   of   Kaufman   county.      He   began 


his  first  administration  with  a  condition  existing  that 
was  most  alarming  in  a  community  of  this  nature,  and 
his  careful  analysis  of  the  manifold  elements  entering 
into  the  development  of  sia  ]i  a  state  of  affairs  as  here 
was  dominant,  and  the  rcinoily  lio  appliod  for  the  bring- 
ing about  of  normal  conditions.  Inn.'  ai.nki'il  him  broadly 
as  a  public  servant  whose  capaciti.-  u  .;  li,  lii.s  might 
not  well  be  overlooked  Ijy  his  conn I       -   gratify- 

ing to  note  that  the  jiublic  he  son.  :  >  \.  i\v  fit  to 
restore  him  to  his  office  at  each  siir, ini;^  Kimnial  elec- 
tion, and  he  is  now  in  the  tenth  consecutive  year  of  his 
service  as  sheriff  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Crane,  it  may  be  said,  is  all  but  a  native  Texan, 
for  he  was  brought  to  Kaufman  county  by  his  parents  as 
an  infant  of  two  years.  His  birth  occurred  in  Tippah 
county,  Mississippi,  on  March  6,  1867,  and  he  is  the  son 
of  Calvert  and  Susan  (Nelms)  Crane,  both  in  DeKalb 
county,  Alabama,  and  Tiippali  i-oiiii(y,  Mississippi,  re- 
spectively. Concerning  tiir  liatnnal  aiarsliy  of  Mr. 
Crane,  it  should  be  said  hero  tliat  i'al\(it  I'l-iii,.  was  one 
of  the  four  sons  of  Isaiali  I'laiio,  fho  otliiTs  l.cing  Wil- 
burfi,  Reulien  and  Shrell.  Hut  little  is  known  definitely 
of  the  grandfatlier  of  the  subject  beyond  the  brief  fact 
here  stated,  t'alvert,  the  third  son  of  his  parents,  mar- 
ried Susan  Xclnis.  who  was  a  dauErliter  of  William 
Nelms  of  'ri|i].ali  .•mintv.  \|  i^sissj|,|,i.  i  >n  .-oniing  to 
Texas,  in  I  )o,-,.iiili,.r,  lsi;o,  r:,\,..n  i  lanr  s.iilod  in  the 
northern  jian  of  tin-  .■ouiit>,  wli.io  Ins  faniilv  was  reared, 
and  he  .'out  inu.'.l  to  be  enyayed  in  a^;!  i.ulliiial  activities 
until  do:itli  .laiined  him,  in  1S84.  In  addition  to  his 
farm  woik,  Mv.  Crane  was  a  local  preacher  of  the  Meth- 
odist .iiui.li.  Tliough  of  a  slender  eduoation.  he  was  a 
constant  stn.l.nt.  and.  Iiciiiy  railv  r.oivcitod  to  the  doc- 
trines of  .MnlhMlis,,,.  |„.  n;i.  ,,)d':nnr,|  lo  |irra.-li  at  the 
age  of  twoiitv  sr\oii  \rai-.  |iist  :it  tlio  .-los,.  nf  tile  Civil 
w'ar.  He  s.ox.'.l  .iiirl,,:;  i  lir  ihtomI  of  uailaiv  as  a  sol- 
dier of  tlio  l'o.if,M,.iar\,  was  r;,|,tniv.|,  an. I  .'s.a|.c.l  from 
f...l.M:,l  pns.in  iiiM  ,11  tin,,,  t.,  s:n,.  ),,„,.,. If  fv.an  a  con- 
tinn.M  ,i,.:,,.-.i:.,,.,i,  .0,  .1  ..li  ,is.,,i 's  Islaii.l,  ii.  Lake  Erie. 
Mr.  c'r:,,i..'v  ,111, list, .|-,,il  ,1,11  II,  i\oic  mainly  performed  in 
tia.  Miral  .■on, ,,: ii ,i it i..,  ;,n.l  w.-re  carried  on  largely  in 
c.iiiii.'.t  i..ii  Willi  Ills  w.,rk  as  a  farmer.  His  religious  ex- 
am],lo  III  .It  i/iiislii],  was  ;,  iii.,st  worthv  one  and  one  that 
never  fail.'.l  i..  iiii|.r.-s  ..I.mmi.is  with  a  knowledge  of 
his  splen.li.l  mt.LjMtx  an.l  w  li..l.'s.niie  sincerity,  while  the 
influence  tliai  In,  \\l'<-  -I,.,!  al.r.ia.l  was  .alwavs  a  credit 
to  him  an.l  an  ,ii,.|..i,ial.l..  I...|i,.|it  to  his  community.  His 
cliil.hcn  w.  !.■  ii\..  in  nnmber,  and  are  here  named  in  the 
or.lir  ot  til.., I  l.irth:  Ehert  is  a  farmer  of  Kaufman 
.■oiiiit\  ;  \\  iMiaiii  R.,  of  this  review;  Mollie,  the  wife  of 
Leo  Hill  ail. I  now  deceased;  Mattie,  the  wife  of  Leon 
Fry  of  Wills  Point.  Texas;  and  Lela,  who  married  B.  M. 
Coon  of  Kaufman.  Texas. 

William  R.  Crane  was  denied  in  his  youth  the  pleas- 
ures and  advantages  of  an  education,  and  he  had  passed 
his  mapority  before  he  learned  aught  beyond  the  work 
of  the  home  farm.  At  the  age  when  other  young  men 
were  finishing  their  education  he  began  to  acquaint  him- 
self with  the  first  rudiments  of  book  learning — a  fact 
which  in  itself  tells  more  of  the  innate  character  of  the 
man  than  could  a  more  wordy  eulogy  ever  hope  to  con- 
vey. In  1894  Mr.  Crane  was  appointed  a  deputy  sheriff 
by  Sheriff  Keller  for  the  Elmo  community,  and"  he  per- 
formed the  duties  of  that  office  in  conjunction  with  his 
farm  work,  as  well  as  serving  later  as  constable  of  his 
precinct.  He  resigned  from  the  latter  office  in  the  fall 
of  1S97  to  accept  the  superintendency  of  the  county 
farm,  and  he  continued  successfully  at  the  head  of  that 
institution  until  1904,  when  he  voluntarily  relinquished 
the  post  and  moved  back  to  the  farm.  In  the  same  year 
he  entered  the  race  for  the  office  of  county  sheriff,  enter- 
ing the  list  against  a  most  formi.lable  array  of  Well- 
known  and  popular  candidates  for  the  idace.  His  elec- 
tion followed,  and  he  succeeded  F.  W.  Henderson  as 
sheriff  of  Kaufman  county. 

As  has  been  intimated  in  a  previous  paragraph,  Mr. 
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Crane 's  new  ofBce  was  no  sineeure  and  held  out  no 
promise  of  that  nature  to  candidates  for  its  duties.  A 
survey  of  conditions  in  which  he  found  the  courts  at  the 
first  sitting  of  that  judicial  body  convinced  the  new  in- 
cumbent of  the  sheriff's  olBce  that  a  remedy  was  needed 
to  reduce  crime  in  Kaufman  county  and  that  a  general 
cleaning-up  process  was  next  in  order  of  performance. 
There  were  seventy-eight  felony  cases  listed  on  the 
docket,  of  which  more  than  seventeen  were  murder 
charges.  At  the  first  term  of  District  court  seventeen 
special  venires  were  summoned  to  try  these  cases,  a  con- 
dition that  meant  the  quartering  of  a  body  of  several 
hundred  men  at  the  county  seat,  to  be  maintained  at  a 
large  expense  while  their  jury  service  was  being  per- 
formed. Ml'.  Crane  discovered,  through  the  attorneys 
for  that  army  of  prisoners  and  by  observation,  that  the 
illicit  sale  of  intoxicants  entered  largely  into  the  pro- 
duction of  this  unhealthy  state  of  affairs  in  the  county. 
The  saloon  had  departed  from  the  limits  of  Kaufman 
county  before  Mr.  Crane  took  oflice,  but  its  devotees  and 
hangers-on  were  still  present  and  everywhere  exerting 
their  unwholesome  influences  about  the  so-called  "ffosty 
joints "  which  were  permitted  under  the  law  to  do  busi- 
ness. ' '  Frosty ' '  in  itself  was  deemed  a  harmless  bever- 
age, but  its  close  kinship  to  Inger  beer  created  a  situa- 
tion that  was  decidedly  .Iplic.-ite  for  a  mere  peace  officer 
to  cope  with  and  still  abi.le  within  the  domain  of  his  au- 
thority. "Frosty"  was  ke]it  in  stock  by  these  places, 
but  beer  and  other  intoxicants  were  sold  to  the  fre- 
quenters of  the  places  under  the  name  of  the  more  inno- 
cent beverage,  and  the  effect,  on  the  whole,  was  even 
more  harmful  than  had  been  that  of  the  open  saloon. 
Men  drank  "frosty,"  so-called,  and  under  the  influences 
of  its  fumes  committed  crimes  for  which  the  county  was 
put  to  the  expense  of  prosecuting  them.  ' '  Frosty ' '  paid 
no  revenues  to  the  county  and  thus  bore  no  part  in  the 
enormous  expenses  of  the  court  when  dealing  with  the 
criminal.  So  it  came  about  that  Sheriff  Crane  decided  to 
make  his  fight  on  this  seemingly  innocent  drink,  and  he 
did  it  with  so  much  success  that  he  rid  the  county  of  the 
"frosty  joints"  during  his  first  term,  reducing  "the  cap- 
ital offenses  fifty  per  cent  and  cutting  the  court  expenses 
for  the  term  just  in  half.  During  the  ten  years  of  his 
incumbency  he  is  known  to  have  saved  the  county,  as 
court  expenses,  a  net  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars  as  a 
result  of  his  activity. 

As  might  well  be  expected,  Mr.  Crane  has,  because  of 
his  well-waged  war  upon  lawbreakers  and  that  ilk,  earned 
the  ill  will  of  an  element  of  citizenship  that  manifests  its 
unfairness  and  displays  its  anger  by  opposing  him  stead- 
fastly at  each  opposing  election.  But,  notwithstanding 
the  merit  of  the  man  who  is  usuallv  chosen  to  enter  the 
lists  against  him.  Mr.  Crane  usually  comes  out  of  the 
fray  with  a  majority  of  about  two  to  one — proof  posi- 
tive that  Kaufman  county  knows  where  her  best  interests 
lie  and  when  they  are  best  protected.  In  all  the  years 
he  has  been  in  office  Mr.  Crane  has  been  a' member  of  the 
Sheriff's  Association  of  Texas.  In  1912  he  was  elected 
vice  president  of  the  association,  at  Fort  Worth,  and 
was  elected  president  of  the  association  the  succeeding 
year,  which  position  he  now  holds.  His  effort  to  make 
Kaufman  county  a  clean  and  wholesome  rural  community 
has  cost  him  infinitelv  more  than  the  fees  of  the  office 
have  aggregated  while  the  work  was  being  actively 
pushed,  and  a  remembrance  of  this  fact  is  uppermost  in 
the  minds  of  the  v..;ri;  nf  11,,.  coimty  when  they  are 
called  upon  to  chou-,  '  ,  ,   n    iKiiii   time  to  time."    Mr. 

Crane  is  one  of  V.  ili  ,  1111,4.  but  earnest  and 
withal  vigorous  men  -h.  -,  -.  i,-r  ,,f  riglit  and  justice  is 
ever  uppermost,  and  lie  do,<s  wliat  he  believes  to  be  the 
part  of  duty  and  justice,  and  nothing  more.  He  has 
never  struck  a  man  or  had  trouble  with  any  one  during 
the  whole  of  his  life.  His  popularity  is  one"  of  the  most 
apparent  things  in  the  county,  when  political  matters  are 
uppermost,  and  so  long  as  he  evinces  a  desire  to  be  : 


of  Kaufman  county  there  is  little  doubt  but  the  voters 
of  the  county  will  give  him  little  opposition,  and  none 
that  will  be  effective  against  him. 

On  December  2~,  1S94,  Mr.  Crane  was  married  in 
Kaufman  county  to  Miss  Jennie  Eiissell,  a  daughter  of 
J.  0.  Eussell  and  Mattie  (Stewart)  Eussell,  both  natives 
of  Mississippi,  where  they  spent  their  lives  in  the  farm- 
ing industry.  Mrs.  Crane  is  one  of  the  six  children  of 
her  parents,  they  being  here  named  in  the  order  of  their 
birth,  as  follows":  Mis.  MoUie  Hill  of  Oklahoma;  James, 
who  died  in  1901;  Mrs.  Crane,  who  was  born  in  1875; 
Charles,  of  "Wichita  Falls,  Texas;  John,  of  Haskell, 
Texas;  and  Naomi,  the  wife  of  Ben  Jones,  of  Kaufman 
county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crane  were  born  sis  girls — 
twin  daughters  whom  they  have  named  Arrah  and  Aerah, 
and  Bertie,  Guylia,  Elsie  and  Jonnie.  Mrs.  Crane  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church,  while  Mr.  Crane  adheres 
to  the  church  of  which  his  father  was  a  minister.  They 
are  pleasantly  situated  in  Kaufman  and  enjoy  the  friend- 
ship and  esteem  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends  throughout 
the  county. 

Dr.  I.  David  Eussell.  As  the  leading  physician  of 
Petrolia,  Texas,  Dr.  I.  David  Eussell,  who  has  been 
engaged  in  practice  here  since  1907,  is  especially  de- 
serving of  some  mention  in  a  historical  and  biograph- 
ical work  of  this  order.  Dr.  Eussell  proved  himself 
one  who  had  the  courage  of  his  convictions,  and  even 
after  he  had  learned  a  trade  and  worked  at  it  for 
some  years  with  good  success,  he  decided  that  the 
medical  field  was  his  proper  sphere,  and  took  action 
accordingly.  His  excellent  success  in  the  five  or  six 
years  of  his  active  practice  have  amply  proven  that 
"he  was  well  fitted  for  that  profession,"  and  that  his 
decision  was  a  most  excellent  one  and  one  that  will 
doubtless  be  of  great  benefit  to  humanity,  as  indeed  it 
has  already  proven. 

Born  in  Sulphur  Springs,  Texas,  on  March  14,  1875, 
David  Eussell  is  the  son  of  Isham  and  Mary  (Gibson) 
Eussell,  both  natives  of  Alabama,  and  concerning 
whom  brief  mention  is  here  made  as  follows:  Isham 
Eussell  came  to  Texas  from  Alabama  while  yet  a  boy, 
and  he  was  a  man  who  was  prominent  in  public  life 
for  many  years,  holding  many  political  and  other  of- 
fices, and  being  generally  known  for  a  faithful  official 
and  an  excellent  and  worthy  character.  He  was  a  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  throughout  as  a 
Confederate  soldier,  and  he  was  for  twenty  years  post- 
master in  Winsboro,  Texas.  He  was  a  devout  Christian 
gentleman,  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  a 
prominent  Mason.  He  died  in  1911,  aged  eighty  years, 
and  is  buried  in  Wood  county,  Texas.  His  wife,  whom 
he  married  after  he  came  to  Texas,  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  church,  and  a  woman  of  a  most  esti- 
mable and  lovable  character.  She  died  in  1898,  when 
she  was  about  sixty  years  old,  and  is  buried  beside  her 
husband.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  and 
of  that  number  Dr.  Eussell  of  this  review  was  the 
fourth  child  and  the  youngest  son. 

Vp  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years  I.  David  Eussell 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Winsboro,  Texas.  He 
then  took  a  position  in  a  jewelry  store  in  his  home 
town,  and  he  continued  in  the  work  in  the  jewelry 
repairing  department  for  about  six  years,  coming  out 
as  a  full-fledged  jeweler  and  watchmaker.  He  soon 
after  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  which  he  followed 
with  success  for  about  four  years,  and  he  then  took  up 
the  study  of  medicine,  entering  Baylor  University  at 
Dallas,  and  he  was  graduated  from  the  medical  depart- 
ment in  1902  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 
He  went  to  Edgewood  to  initiate  the  practice  of  his 
new  profession,  continuing  there  until  1907,  when  he 
came  to  Petrolia  and  here  established  himself  in  gen- 
eral practice.  His  progress  here  as  in  Edgewood  has 
been  excellent,  and  Dr.  Eussell  is  known  for  the  lead- 
ing physician  of  the  town  today.     He  is  a  member  of 
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the  Wichita  County  Meaical  Society,  the  State  Med- 
ical Society  and  the  Panhandle  District  Medical  So- 
ciety, and  he  is  now  serving  as  city  health  physician 
of  Petrolia,  his  record  for  service  in  that  office  being  an 
excellent  one  thus  far. 

Dr.  Russell  is  a  Democrat,  but  not  active  in  politics, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  of  Pe- 
trolia. His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Masonic 
order  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

In  1899  Dr.  Russell  was  married  in  Canton,  Texas, 
to  Jessie  Matthews,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Matthews,  of  Canton.  Mrs.  Russell  died  in  1911,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-four  years,  leaving  three  children — 
Cleo,  Marie  and  Lorenz. 

John  E.  Hooper.  A  residence  covering  a  period  of 
thirty-three  years,  during  which  time  he  has  been  iden- 
tified with  the  material  growth  and  prosperity  of  Colo- 
rado, has  given  John  E.  Hooper,  cashier  of  the  City 
National  Bank,  marked  prestige  among  the  citizens  of 
this  thriving  Texas  community.  His  activities  have 
contributed  in  no  small  manner  to  the  prominence  of 
the  city  as  the  commercial  and  financial  center  of 
Mitchell  county,  and  he  has  also  impressed  his  influ- 
ence upon  the  jjublic  and  social  life  of  the  city,  where, 
with  other  earnest  and  zealous  men,  he  has  striven  for 
the  advance  of  education,  civic  betterment  and  good 
citizenship.  Mr.  Hooper  was  born  at  Rome,  Georgia, 
May  28,  1857,  and  is  a  son*  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Amelia 
A.  Hooper. 

The  Hooper  family  has  furnished  to  this  country  dis- 
tinguished citizens  in  ever}-  walk  of  life.  A  direct 
ancestor  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  William  Hooper, 
was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence. The  family  at  one  time  owned  large  plantations 
in  the  South  and  many  slaves,  but,  like  many  others, 
went  down  with  the  Lost  Cause,  and  during  the  Recon- 
struction period  its  members  sought  new  homes  in 
various  sections  of  the  country.  Benjamin  F.  Hooper, 
father  of  John  E.  Hooper,  owned  large  estates  in 
Florida  and  Georgia,  which  he  operated  with  slave 
labor.  At  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  between  the 
South  and  the  North,  he  cast  his  fortunes  with  the 
Confederacy,  and  because  of  his  prominence  in  his 
community  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  board  of  ex- 
aminers for  flie  Southern  army,  as  in  regard  to  physical 
abilitv.  Well  known  in  religious  circles,  for  fifteen 
years' he  was  clerk  of  the  Bush  Arbor  Baptist  church, 
and  was  ever  active  in  its  work.  In  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1871,  his  community  lost  one  of  its  most 
valued  and  valuable  citizens.     His  wife  died  in  1863. 

The  fourth  in  order  of  birth  of  the  eight  children  of 
his  parents,  John  E.  Hooper  completed  his  educational 
training  at  Hearne  Academy,  Cave  Spring,  Floyd 
county,  Georgia,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
turned  his  face  toward  Texas.  He  first  settled  on  a 
ranch  in  Brown  county,  now  Mills  county,  and  con- 
tinued to  be  engaged  "in  cattle  raising  and  shipping 
stock  until  1881,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Colorado. 
He  entered  commercial  life  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store 
and  was  subsequently  promoted  to  bookkeeper,  a  posi- 
tion which  he  was  filling  at  the  time  of  his  election, 
in  November,  1884,  to  the  office  of  county  and  district 
clerk,  a  capacity  in  which  he  continued  fourteen  con- 
secutive years.  In  1898  he  received  the  nomination 
and  was  subsequently  elected  county  judge  of  Mitchell 
county,  and  gave  his  attention  to  the  duties  of  that 
office  for  one  two-year  term.  Mr.  Hooper's  entry  into 
financial  life  occurred  in  1900,  when  he  became  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  City  National  Bank  of  Colorado, 
and  since  that  time  has  continued  to  act  in  the  capac- 
ity of  cashier  of  that  institution.  He  is  widely  known 
in  banking  circles,  and  the  high  reputation  which  he 
bears  in  his  community  has  served  in  no  small  degree 
to  popularize  the  coffers  of  the  bank  which  he  repre- 
sents.    Fraternally  Mr.  Hooper  is  associated  with  the 


Masonic  order,  being  high  priest  of  his  Chapter  and 
thrice  illustrious  master  of  his  Council.  Always  a  stal- 
wart Democrat,  he  has  worked  untiringly  in  behalf  of 
his  party.  During  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  been  a 
deacon  of  the  Baptist  church. 

Mr.  Hooper  was  married  November  16,  1887,  to  Miss 
Louella  White,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  daughter  of  G.  W. 
White,  who  was  for  some  years  a  merchant  of  Marlin, 
Texas,  but  is  now  living  retired  in  Dallas.  One  child 
has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hooper,  Elsie  May, 
aged  twenty-two  years,  who  makes  her  home  with  her 
parents. 

Edwin  P.  Walsh.  The  present  county  clerk  of 
Wichita  county,  having  held  that  office  since  "the  election 
of  November,  1912,  Mr.  Walsh  is  an  old  resident  of  this 
section  of  Texas,  and  for  more  than  twenty  years  has 
lived  in  Wichita  Falls,  where  he  was  well  known  in  busi- 
ness circles  until  he  took  his  present  office  of  county 
clerk.  -^ 

Edwin  P.  Walsh  was  born  at  Fulton,  Mississippi,  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1861,  the  only  child  of  James  F.  and  Almira 
(Rogers)  Walsh,  the  father  a  native  of  Tennessee  and 
the  mother  of  Mississippi.  The  father  was  a  young  man 
when  he  came  to  Mississippi,  locating  at  Fulton,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  merchandising.  During  the  war  he 
enlisted  in  the  Thirty-fifth  Mississippi  Regiment  of  In- 
fantry, reached  the  rank  of  lieutenant  of  his  company, 
was  wounded  in  battle,  and  also  spent  some  time  in  a 
Federal  prison  after  the  battle  of  Nashville.  Following 
the  war  he  returned  to  Mississippi,  again  took  up  busi- 
ness, and  subsequently  moved  to  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
where  he  was  in  business  the  latter  years  of  his  life. 
His  death  occurred  in  189.5  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven. 
The  mother,  who  was  educated  and  married  in  Missis- 
sippi, died  in  that  state  in  1864. 

Edwin  P.  Walsh  obtained  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  Kentucky,  and  also  attended  college  in  Louis- 
ville. On  leaving  school  he  sought  Texas  as  the  field 
of  his  careei*,  and  in  Johnson  county  was  engaged  in  the 
cattle  business  until  1890.  In  that  year  he  moved  to 
Wichita  Falls,  and  for  twelve  years  was  actively  asso- 
ciated with  business  in  this  city.  In  November,  l'912,  he 
was  the  choice  of  the  citizens  of  Wichita  county  for  the 
office  of  county  clerk.  For  one  term  he  served  in  the 
city  council.  Mr.  Walsh  is  an  active  factor  in  local 
Democratic  circles.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the 
Jlasonie  Order,  in  which  be  has  taken  the  York  Rite 
degrees,  including  the  Knight  Templar  degrees,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Shrine.  He  is  affiliated  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  church  is  the  Pres- 
byterian. 

On  March  16,  1897,  Mr.  Walsh  married  Miss  Cora  Rus- 
sell at  Wichita  Falls.  Her  father  was  the  late  M.  P. 
Russell,  who  came  to  Texas  in  1890,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  now  deceased.  The  one  child  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Walsh  is  Miss  Annette  Walsh,  born  at  Wichita 
Falls,  December  17,  1S97,  and  now  attending  an  academic 
school.  Mr.  Walsh  has  created  his  success  entirely  from 
his  own  hard  work  and  application,  and  is  now  one"  of  the 
most  influential  citizens  of  a  city  which  he  and  many 
others  consider  a  coming  metropolis  of  Texas,  having 
the  best  future  of  any  town  in  the  entire  state. 

Louis  C.  Hinckley.  To  those  equipped  by  nature  for 
the  profession  of  civil  engineering,  this  vocation  undoubt- 
edly offers  a  great  future.  It  demands,  however,  per- 
haps a  more  thorough  technical  knowledge  of  more  sub- 
jects than  almost  any  other  business  in  which  a  man  can 
engage,  but  its  renards  are  commensurate  with  its  diffi- 
culties, and  upon  the  pages  of  history  the  names  of 
civil  engineers  who  have  seemingly  accomplished  the  im- 
possible appear  with  other  benefactors  of  mankind. 
The  great  Southwest,  and  especially  portions  of  Texas, 
without   these  able,  trained,   accurate,   and  daring  men. 
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would  today  have  been  soiimolent,  instead  of  offering 
homes  and  untold  riehes  to  the  world.  In  the  connection 
of  ciril  engineering,  Wiehita  Falls  is  especially  fortu- 
nate in  the  possession  of  such  an  able  and  conscientous 
official  as  Louis  C.  Hinckley,  city  engineer,  to  whose  ac- 
tivities and  faithful  service  may  be  accredited  much  of 
the  remarkable  growth  and  development  of  this  com- 
munity during  the  past  several  years.  Mr.  Hinckley  is 
a  native  of  Fitchville,  Ohio,  and  was  born  August  24, 
1872,  a  son  of  E.  P.  and  Mary  E.  (Eoe)  Hinckley,  who 
were  also  born  at  that  place.  The  father  was  born  in 
18-15  and  the  mother  in  1847  and  were  married  in  1871, 
and  have  led  agricultural  lives,  now  being  residents  of 
North  Fairfield,  Ohio.  They  have  had  four  children — 
Louis  C,  William  and  Charles,  who  are  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Ohio,  and  Martha,  also  a  resident  of  the  Buckeye 
state. 

After  attending  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county, 
Louis  C.  Hinckley  entered  the  University  of  Ohio,  where 
he  took  a  civil  engineering  course  and  graduated  in 
1892.  He  at  once  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Ohio,  but  in  1894  migrated  to  Texas,  and  was 
engaged  in  general  civil  engineering  work  in  Wichita 
Falls  and  the  surrounding  country.  In  1902  he  took 
charge  of  an  irrigation  ]il:iiit.  the  mierations  of  which 
he  directed  until  ]'."'^.  iiihI  hi  tli.'  -iiring  of  1909  was 
elected  city  engiinn  ut  \\irliit:i  lull-,  an  office  to  which 
he  has  given  his  :itti>iiTiiiii  ever  since.  He  has  had 
charge  of  all  pulilic  works,  including  the  building  of 
twenty  miles  of  sewers  and  the  laying  of  33,000  square 
yards  of  street  paving,  and  in  addition  to  his  general 
city  work  has  been  in  the  en.ioyment  of  a  large  private 
business.  His  skill  in  handling  projects  of  a  large  na- 
ture has  made  him  one  of  the  best  known  civil  engineers 
in  this  part  of  the  state,  while  in  his  official  capacity  he 
has  proved  painstaking  and  conscientious.  His  activi- 
ties have  carried  him  to  various  sections  of  the  South- 
west, and  in  each  community  in  which  he  has  found  him- 
self has  made  numerous  friends.  With  a  fii;m  belief  in 
the  future  of  this  part  of  the  country  he  neglects  no  op- 
portunity to  sing  its  praises  and  advance  its  interests. 

On  August  26,  1896,  Mr.  Hinckley  was  married  in 
Archer  county,  Texas,  to  Miss  Mary  Krebs,  daughter  of 
John  and  Louisa  Krebs,  both  still  residents  of  Archer 
county,  where  they  were  pioneers.  Four  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hinckley:  Elvira  Louise, 
born  in  1897.  in  Wichita  countv,  Texas,  who  will  gradu- 
ate from  the  Wichita  Falls  High  School  in  1914;  Delia, 
born  in  1899,  in  this  county,  now  attending  the  high 
school;  Emmett,  born  at  Wichita  Falls,  December  26, 
1902,  and  now  attending  the  graded  schools,  and  Mary 
Elizabeth,  born  in  February,  1907,  at  Wichita  Falls. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hinckley  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his  po- 
litical belief  and  is  fraternally  connected  with  the  Mod- 
ern Woodmen  of  America  and  the  JIasons,  in  the  latter 
of  which  he  has  attained  to  the  Commandery  and  is 
now  Worthy  Patron  of  the  Eastern   Star. 

Dr.  Wm.  B.  Crudgington.  Though  Dr.  Crudgington 
has  been  but  a  brief  period  of  time  in  Denison.  having 
settled  here  early  in  1913,  he  has  already  made  some 
progress  in  his  profession  in  this  locality,  and  the  prom- 
ise of  a  successful  career  in  his  profession  here,  should 
he  elect  to  remain,  is  a  very  bright  one. 

Dr.  William  B.  Crudgington  was  born  on  September 
4,  1866.  near  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  and  is  a  son  of  Elijah 
and  Caroline  (Fender)  Crudgington,  the  latter  a  sister 
nf  Captain  Fender  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Elijah  Crud- 
gington was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  he  came  to 
Rockwell  county,  this  state,  in  1870,  here  continuing  suc- 
cessfully in  stock  farming.  He  had  served  in  the  Fnion 
Army  as  a  lieutenant  in  Company  F,  Thirty-Second 
Regiment  of  East  Tennessee,  and  had  a  hard  experience 
in  the  service.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by  Colonel  Neal 
of  the  Confederate  forces  and  held  in  prisons  at  Knox- 


ville, Castle  Thunder,  Richmond  and  Salisbury,  his  pe- 
riod of  confinement  in  those  several  prisons  aggregating 
nineteen  months.  He  suffered  all  the  horrors  of  prison 
life,  and  when  he  came  forth  into  the  world  again  he 
was  broken  in  health,  and  almost  an  invalid  to  the  end 
of  his  days.  He  died  at  his  home,  in  Breckenridge,  Ste- 
phens county,  on  November  15,  1902,  having  gone  to  that 
place  from  Rockwell  county  in  1878.  The  mother  died  in 
1903. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  these  parents,  and  of  the 
five  sons  and  four  daughters  Dr.  Crudgington  was  tlje 
sixth  in  order  of  birth.  He  had  his  early  education  in 
the  schools  of  Breckenridge,  Texas,  and  when  he  had  fin- 
ished the  high  school  there  he  entered  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  In 
1897  he  was  graduated  from  the  Fort  Worth  University 
with  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  and  soon  thereafter  he  engaged 
in  practice  in  Archer  City,  in  Archer  county,  Texas. 
He  continued  there  for  ten  years,  and  in  1901  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  practice  in  Gainesville,  Texas,  coming  to 
Denison  in  March,  1913. 

In  the  years  of  his  practice  Dr.  Crudgington  has  en- 
joyed a  favorable  following,  and  has  gained  a  reputation 
for  skill  in  his  chosen  profession  that  is  highly  creditable 
to  him.  He  has  specialized  the  study  of  diseases  of  the 
nerves,  and  has  taken  post-graduate  courses  in  the  Chi- 
cago Post-Graduate  College,  at  Chicago. 

Dr.  Crudgington  has  been  a  Democrat  since  he  ar- 
rived at  the  dignity  of  his  legal  majority  and  has  taken 
a  fairly  active  part  in  politics  in  whatever  community 
he  has  found  himself  located.  He  was  county  health 
physician  for  Archer  county  during  a  number  of  years 
while  located  there.  Fraternally  the  doctor  has  mem- 
bership in  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  the  Royal  Neigh- 
bors of  America.  He  is  a  member  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian church,  which  denomination  is  generally  regarded 
as  being  the  acme  of  Presbyterianism. 

Dr.  Crudgington  was  married  on  December  18,  1892,  at 
Archer  City,  Texas,  to  Miss  Mary  N.  Youngblood,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Youngblood  of  Missouri.  Both 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Youngblood  are  now  deceased.  To  the 
Doctor  and  his  wife  seven  children  have  been  born,  brief 
mention  of  whom  are  here  made  as  follows :  Leonard 
C,  aged  twenty  years,  is  a  marble-cutter  at  Gavensville, 
Texas.  Mary  "C.j  eighteen  years  old,  is  devoting  herself 
especially  to  the  study  of  music,  in  which  she  is  unusu- 
ally talented.  Herbert,  aged  seventeen,  is  a  student,  as 
are  also  Edward  Kenneth,  Charles,  Marie  V.,  and 
Robert. 

Varied  strains  of  blood  have  entered  into  the  make-up 
of  Dr.  Crudgington,  his  father  being  of  English  ancestry, 
and  his  mother  a  woman  of  German  and  Scotch  parent- 
age. Three  brothers  of  Dr.  Crudgington  live  in  Texas. 
John  R.  is  a  stock  farmer  of  Breckenridge.  as  is  also 
James  N..  and  Jonathan  Wilford  is  an  attorney  of  some 
prominence  at  Amarilla,  Texas.  He  was  county  judge 
of  Stephens  county  for  some  years,  and  is  now  chairman 
of  the  Prohibition  Campaign  Committee  of  the  county. 
Another  brother,  George  Elbert,  was  a  railroad  con- 
tractor, and  died  on  February  21,  1900,  at  Fort  Sill, 
Oklahoma. 

Robert  White  Knox,  M.  D.  Both  professional  suc- 
cess and  influential  activity  as  a  citizen  have  marked 
the  career  of  Dr.  Knox  in"  Houston  and  south  Texas, 
where  he  has  been  a  resident  and  physician  and  sur- 
geon for  thirty  years.  Few  physicians  in  this  part  of 
the  state  have  accomplished  more  or  gained  higher 
recognition  in  the  profession  than  Dr.  Knox.  Dr.  Knox 
at  the  present  time  is  chief  surgeon  for  the  Atlantic 
Division  for  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad,  a  position 
which  he  has  held  for  more  than  ten  years.  An 
achievement  which  was  brought  to  successful  issue  dur- 
ing his  service  as  chief  surgeon,  and  to  the  success  of 
w-hich  he  gave  an  important  impetus,  was  the  estab- 
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lishmont  at  Houston  of  the  Southcru  Pacific  Hospital, 
one  of  the  finest  institutions  of  the  kind  along  the 
entire  Southern  Pacific  System,  and  an  institution  of 
which  the  city  of  Houston  as  a  community  is  intensely 
proud. 

Dr.  Eobert  White  Knox  was  born  at  Danville,  Ken- 
tucky, November  21,  1859.  On  both  sides  he  is  de- 
scended from  sterling  old  Scotch  ancestry,  the  ances- 
tries who  founded  the  family  in  America  having  come 
from  Scotland  to  Philadelphia  about  1732.  In  later 
generations  representatives  of  the  name  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  in  every  generation  and 
in  almost  every  phase  of  American  national  history 
the  family  has  contributed  worthy  men  and  women  to 
meet  and  perform  the  burdens  and  responsibilities  of 
their  dav  and  generation.  The  parents  of  Dr.  Knox 
were  David  A.  and  Martha  H.  (Maxwell)  Knox,  the 
father   having  been  a  stock  raiser  in  Kentuckj'. 

Dr.  Knox  attained  his  higher  education  at  Center 
College,  Kentucky,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1880 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  and  from  the  same  institution 
attained  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  188.3.  lu  the 
meantime  he  had  entered  the  University  of  Virginia 
to  pursue  his  medical  studies  and  was  graduated  in 
1882  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  Subsequently,  in  order 
to  prepare  himself  thoroughly  for  his  cIiohcii  woik,  lie 
entered  the  New  York  Post-Graduate  Mcdirnl  ('iillct;i', 
and  gained  an  enlarged  knowledge  and  skill  by  iliiii(  iil 
observation  and  experience.  Aftci-  lc'a\  iiiy  scImmiI  lir 
became  an  interne  at  the  Kentucky  liilirnimy  fur 
Women  and  Children  of  Louisvijii'.  wlicrr  lir  rriiiaiiicd 
for  about  one  year.  Coming  to  Texas,  wliirli  ivas  the 
field  for  his  professional  activities  in  18S:i,  Dr.  Knox 
located  at  Richmond,  where  he  established  his  office  and 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  In  1885  he  came  to 
Houston  where  he  was  engaged  in  a  large  practice  as 
a  general  physician  and  surgeon  until  .January  1,  1902. 
At  that  date  he  entered  upon  his  duties  as  chief  sur- 
geon of  the  Atlantic  Division  for  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railwav  Company.  The  Southern  Pacific  Hospital  was 
built  by  the  railroad  at  a  cost  of  $200,000,  and  the 
splendid  building  and  ground  were  opened  for  use  on 
.lune  22,  1911. 

Dr.  Knox  is  thoroughly  representative  of  the  mod- 
ern profession  of  medicine,  and  is  a  man  of  varied  and 
broad  interests,  in  his  own  profession  and  in  the  larger 
fields  of  social  and  civic  life.  He  is  at  the  present 
time  vice  president  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, was  formerly  president  of  the  South  Texas 
Medical  Association,  and  a  former  president  of  the 
Houston  Medical  Club,  and  a  member  of  the  Southern 
Medical  Association.  He  is  connected  with  various 
business  interests  in  his  home  city.  His  interests  aside 
from  Iiis  profession  attract  him  most  into  the  life  of 
the  outdoors,  and  there  is  no  better  exemplar  nor 
advocate  of  outdoor  living  than  Dr.  Knox.  He  has 
membership  in  the  Houston  Club,  The  Houston  Country 
Club,  The  San  Antonio  Club,  The  Galveston  Country  Club 
and  is  a  lifelong  member  of  The  Houston  Turn  Yerein, 
and  takes  a  very  active  part  in  the  activities  of  these 
various  organizations  which  represent  the  choicest  feat- 
ures of  social  life  in  his  home  city  and  other  Texas 
centers.  He  has  attained  thirty-two  degrees  in  the 
Scottish-Rite  Masonry,  has  taken  the  degrees  of  Boyal 
Arch  and   Knights  Templar  and  is  a   Shriner. 

Dr.  Knox  on  November  11,  1892,  married  Miss  Pearl 
H.  Wallis,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  E.  and  Sarah  Wallis 
of  Galveston.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  prominent 
merchants  of  that  city,  and  a  veteran  of  the  Confed- 
erate army,  and  saw  much  hard  service  in  the  war  be- 
tween the  states.  Mrs.  Knox  is  a  member  of  the  Colo- 
nial Dames.  Their  three  children  are  named  Byrd 
Wallis,  Landis  Maxwell  and  Robert  Wallis  Knox.  Their 
attractive  home  is  at  2204  Louisiana  Street  in  Houston. 


Thom.\s  H.  Stoxe.  a  prominent  Houston  attorney 
with  offices  in  the  First  National  Bank  Buihling,  Mr. 
Stone  has  been  engaged  in  practice  in  this  city  since 
1896.  Mr.  Stone  served  as  city  attorney  of  Houston  from 
1892  to  January  1,  1906,  and  during  that  time  and  in 
his  official  capacity  drew  up  and  wrote  the  commission 
charter  of  Houston.  He  was  one  of  the  strongest  advo- 
cates of  the  adoption  of  commission  form  of  govern- 
ment in  Houston,  and  led  the  fight  with  the  aid  of 
his  associates  which  brought  about  the  passage  and 
approval  of  the  commission  charter  in  the  state  legis- 
lature and  its  subsequent  adoption  by  the  voters  of 
Houston. 

Thomas  H.  Stone  was  born  in  Jasper,  Jasper  county, 
Texas,  December  5.  1871,  a  son  of  Dr.  Thomas  M-  and 
Emily  F.  (Kyle)  Stone.  The  father,  a  native  of  South 
Carolina,  during  the  war  lietween  the  states  served  as 
a  private  in  Longstreet  's  Division  of  the  Confederate 
army.  He  had  gone  into  the  army  when  sixteen  years 
of  age,  enlisting  in  South  Carolina,  and  served  as  a 
valiant  soldier  through  the  struggle  up  to  the  Battle  of 
the  Wilderness  in  which  engagement  he  lost  his  right 
arm.  After  the  war  in  1866  he  came  out  to  Texas,  lo- 
cating at  Jasper,  and  was  there  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  up  to  his  death  on  January  18,  1892. 
Dr.  Stone  married  into  one  of  the  old  and  prominent 
families  of  southeast  Texas.  His  wife,  who  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1SS6,  was  born  in  Texas,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Wcslry  Ilarrisdii  Kyle,  »hn  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
in.iM'il  t(.  I'lnii,l,-i.  will  T.'  lir  [larticipatod  as  a  soldier  in 
tlir  s.miiiiidIc  In.lian  iva i'  :.(  |s:{6  and  in  1848  moved  out 
tn  'i'l'.Niis.  Idcatiiii^  ill  .lasjicr  county,  where  he  died  in 
1897. 

Thomas  H.  Stone  obtained  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Jasper  and  at  the  Southeast  Texas  Col- 
lege, finishing  in  the  Academic  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Texas.  He  prepared  for  the  law  in  the  law 
department  of  the  University  of  Texas,  and  was  gradu- 
ated LL.  B.  in  the  class  of  1896.  In  the  same  year  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  at  once  opened  his  office 
and  began  practice  in  Houston,  where  he  has  enjoyed 
a  liberal  share  of  the  legal  business.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Houston  Bar  Association  and  of  the  Texas 
I'.ar  Ass.M-iation.  Mr.  Stone  is  a  member  and  director 
,.i  tlu'  IJMii-tdn  Chamber  of  Commerce,  member  and  di- 
r.Tt.ii  of  the  No-Tsu-Oh  Carnival  Association;  was 
l.icM.k'iii  of  the  Houston  Club  until  January  1,  1913; 
iiiciiii.er  of  the  Houston  Countiv  I'liili,  the  Thalian  Club, 
and  the  Iloii.ston  Turnverein.  KKiteriiall\  lie  is  affiliated 
with  Holland  Lodge  No.  1,  A.  F.  iV  A.  M..  and  has  com- 
pleted eighteen  degrees  in  the  Scottish  liite  Masonry, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Rose  Croix  Chapter.  His  other 
affiliations  are  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks  at  Houston. 

On  Feliniarv  i;.",.  1898,  Mr.  Stone  married  Miss  Flor- 
ence Feid,  d'aiiiiliter  of  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Ford  of 
Houston.  Their  fmir  ehildren  are  named  Thomas  Ford, 
Florence,  Marshall  llanipton,  and  Margaret  Stone.  The 
family  home  is  at  2  Bea.nntield  Ajiartments  in  Houston. 

D.WID  Dalt.  Manaeei  nf  the  llmiston  Electric  Com- 
pany and  the  Galvestdnlinnstcii  Flectric  RaJlway  Com- 
pany, and  the  local  head  of  the  Houston  Electric  Trans- 
portation interests,  David  Daly  has  occupied  this  im- 
portant position  in  the  city  since  1905. 

He  was  born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  October  16, 
1878,  being  a  son  of  Timothy  ana  Catherine  (Hagerty) 
Daly.  Mr.  Daly  was  educated  at  the  Boston  Public 
Latin  School  and  at  Harvard  University,  where  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  the  class  of  1901. 
[n  the  December  following  his  graduation  he  became 
connected  with  the  firm  of  Stone  &  Webster,  in  their 
Boston  office.  In  January,  1903,  he  was  sent  out  by 
Stone  &  Webster  to  Ponce' in  Porto  Rico,  as  manager  of 
the  Ponce  Railway  &  Lighting  Company.  He  remained 
there  until  May,  1905,  and  in  July,  1905,  came  to  Hous- 
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ton  as  manager  of  the  Houston  Electric  Company.  The 
residents  of  Houston  who  are  familiar  with  the  im- 
portant changes  in  the  local  transportation  service  will 
recall  that  the  street  car  service  has  been  practically 
made  over  since  Mr.  Daly  came  to  take  charge  of  the 
local  sy-stem,  and  at  the  present  time  there  is  no  city 
in  Texas  or  the  south,  for  that  matter,  possessing 
better  equipment  and  more  efficient  operation  than  the 
Houston  Electric  Co.  In  AprU,  1918,  was  announced 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Daly  as  manager  of  the  Galves- 
ton-Houston Electric  Eailway  Company.  Mr.  Daly  is 
a  director  of  the  Lumberman 's  National  Bank,  vice 
president  of  the  Suburban  Realty  Company  of  Houston, 
and  has  been  director,  managing  director,  vice  president 
and  president  of  the  No-Tsu-Oh  Association.  He  is  one 
of  the  prominent  members  of  the  Houston  Club  and 
other  social  organizations,  including  the  Hotary  Club, 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Benev- 
olent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Thalian  Club,  the 
Houston  Country  Club,  and  the  Houston  Turnverein, 
M>.  Daly  was  married  January  ]2,  1910,  to  Miss  Ger- 
trude Hyde  Paine,  a  daughter  of  Eobert  E.  Paine  of 
Houston.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Ger- 
trude Paine  Daly.  The  home  of  Mr.  Daly  and  family 
is  at  1505  McKinney  Avenue  in  Houston. 

Milton  Link  Morris.  Beginning  at  the  early  age  of 
twelve  years  in  his  connection  with  the  International  & 
Great  Northern  EaUroad,  Milton  Link  Morris,  now 
District  Passenger  Agent  for  that  road,  has  experienced 
practically  every  variety  of  service  peculiar  to  the  cler- 
ical and  executive  departments  up  to  and  including  his 
present  responsible  position.  Twenty-seven  years  of 
service  with  one  concern,  and  that  covering  the  entire 
business  career  of  the  num,  is  a  record  that  few  men  may 
point  to,  but  that  is  the  distinction  claimed  by  Ml'. 
Morris,  and  it  is  one  that  places  him  in  a  class  by  him- 
self. He  has  advanced  step  by  step  from  the  post  of 
office  boy  to  stenographer,  clerk  and  ticket  stock  clerk, 
each  in  their  turn;  then  special  advertising  clerk,  assist- 
ant ticket  agent,  special  passenger  agent  and  relief 
agent,  and  in  1901  got  into  line  for  his  present  post. 
His  rise  has  been  consistent,  justifiable  and  steady, 
and  is  a  source  of  much  gratification  to  those  who  have 
witnessed  his  upward  climb. 

Born  at  Palestine,  Texas,  in  1S76,  Milton  Link  Morris 
is  the  son  of  William  and  Nannie  (Latimer)  Morris. 
The    father   was   born    in    Viroiniii    .iml    .nine    to    Texas 


•re  he  mar- 
-s,  in  which 
1882.  The 
one  of  the 
Kentucky 


when  the  reorganization  of  the  road  was  effected.  Mr. 
Morris  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  new  com- 
pany and  a  director  of  the  same,  which  is  his  status  with 
the  International  at  this  time.  His  advance  has  been 
due  entirely  to  his  ability,  ambition  and  concentration 
on  the  duties  of  the  position  in  which  he  found  himself, 
and  each  promotion  came  as  a  distinct  reward  for  effi- 
cient and  praiseworthy  service. 

Mr.  Morris  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  of  Houston,  and  his  fraternal  affiliations  are 
with  the  Masons,  in  which  he  has  attained  the  Master 
Mason  degree,  and  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Houston 
Press  Club,  the  Houston  Athletic  Club,  the  Houston 
Adcraft  Club,  the  Houston  Lumbermen's  Club,  the 
Houston  Musical  Club,  and  the  Houston  Turnverein  Club. 

On  January  28,  1902,  Mr.  Morris  was  married  to  Miss 
Ruby  Anderson,  the  daughter  of  A.  A.  Anderson,  of 
Palestine,  Texas,  and  they  reside  at  1509  Capital 
Avenue,  Houston. 

W.  T.  Melton.  The  life  of  the  late  W.  T.  Melton  of 
Brady  was  noteworthy,  both  in  character  and  in  accom- 
plishment. It  began  with  his  service  to  the  Confederacy 
and  closed  after  forty  years  of  business  and  civic  activ- 
ities in  this  state,  to  which  he  always  manifested  the 
finest  loyalty  and  affection.  As  editor,  publisher,  busi- 
ness man  and  legislator,  he  displayed  a  high  order  of 
ability,  and  in  his  death  McCulloch  county  lost  one  who 
had  at  all  times  demonstrated  the  highest  ideals  of  citi- 
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mother  was  a  daughter  of  D.  A.  Latii 
first  settlers  of  Palestine,  coming  here 
with  his  family  and  making  the  trip  overland,  in  the 
accepted  and  usual  mode  common  to  the  period.  They 
brought  with  them  the  first  cook  stove  shown  in  Ander- 
son county,  Texas,  and  were  conspicuous  from  that  fact, 
if  for  no  other  reason.  He  was  a  man  who  was  promi- 
nent for  years  in  the  affairs  of  Anderson  county,  and 
was  the  first  sheriff  the  county  ever  boasted. 

Milton  Morris  received  little  enough  in  the  way  of 
schooling,  for  he  was  but  twelve  years  old,  as  already 
stated,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  International 
and  Great  Northern  Railroad  in  the  capacity  of  office 
boy.  The  death  of  his  father  some  few  years  previous 
made  necessary  this  early  independence  of  the  lad,  but 
his  rise  in  his  work  has  not  been  appreciably  hampered 
by  his  lack  in  educational  training.  His  advance  from 
one  post  to  another  has  already  been  cited,  but  it 
remains  to  add  here  that  in  1901  he  was  made  travel- 
ing passenger  agent  with  headquarters  at  San  Antonio, 
and  in  1906  he  became  city  passenger  and  ticket  agent 
at  Houston,  in  charge  of  the  city  and  depot  offices,  a 
position  he  continued  to  hold  until  1911.  when  he  was 
made  District  Passenger  and  Ticket  Agent.  The  crown- 
ing honor  of  his  career  to  date  came  in  September,  1911, 


The  first  of  seven  children,  Mr.  Melton  was  born  July 
11,  1843,  in  Alabama,  and  was  a  son  of  David  C.  Melton, 
also  of  that  state.  The  latter,  a  miller  by  trade,  was  an 
early  settler  in  Denton  county,  Texas,  where  for  some 
years  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Subse- 
quently he  removed  to  San  Saba,  where  he  continued 
for  a  long  period  in  the  milling  business,  but  finally  re- 
moved to  Paint  Bock,  Concho  county,  where  his  death 
occurred  about  the  year  1885. 

W.  T.  Melton  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  state.  When  a  youth  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  the  trade  of  printer.  On  completing  his 
apprenticeship  he  worked  at  his  trade  in  Louina  and 
Wedowee,  Alabama,  and  when  but  eighteen  years  of  age 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  for  service  in  the  Civil 
war,  which  had  just  broken  out.  He  served  through  the 
war  in  General "  Lee 's  army,  participating  in  numerous 
important  and  hardrfought  engagements  and  at  all 
times  proving  himself  a  brave,  valiant  and  faithful  sol- 
dier. How  largely  the  great  Civil  war  developed  the 
youth  of  the  country  can  never  be  adequately  known,  but 
there  are  those  living  and  those  deceased  who  entered 
upon  the  hardships  incident  to  a  soldier 's  life  when  but 
lads  and  so  bravely  and  courageously  faced  every  vicis- 
situde and  uncomplainingly  bore  suffering  and  hardship 
that  their  valor  should  be  remembered  when  this  united 
countrv  counts  over  its  heroes.  The  great  struggle  be- 
tween 'the  north  and  the  south,  with  the  important  issues 
it  represented,  surely  produced  a  class  of  trained,  dis- 
ciplined men,  whose  influence  has  ever  since  been  recog- 
nized in  the  peaceful  pursuits  which  have  engaged  them. 
It  was  in  the  conflict  of  arms  that  the  temper  of  Mr. 
Melton  's  character  was  set  and  his  faculties  trained  for 
the  large  services  of  his  more  mature  age.  Like  many 
other  Southerners,  unable  to  bear  conditions  as  they  were 
in  the  period  of  Reconstruction,  he  sought  a  new  field  for 
his  activities  in  the  great  southwest,  and  in  1866  settled 
near  Cameron,  in  Milam  county,  Texas,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade  for  some  time.  Moving  to  Bell  county,  he  be- 
came proprietor  of  a  newspaper  at  Belton,  subsequently 
moving  to  Lampasas,  where  he  was  publisher  of  the  Lam- 
pasas Dispatch,  the  first  paper  in  Lampasas  county. 
Some  time  later  Mr.  Melton  moved  on  to  San  Saba, 
where  he  published  the  San  Saba  Netcs,  but  about  1890 
disposed  of  his  printing  press,   retired  from   the   news- 
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paper  business,  and  embarked  in  the  slieep  business  in 
Conebo  county.  He  was  thus  engaged  until  elected  sher- 
iif  of  Concho  county,  at  which  time  he  moved  to  Paint 
Eock,  the  county  seat,  where  he  had  his  home  during  the 
eight  years  of  office.  He  made  an  excellent  record  as 
sheriff,  and  was  urged  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  accept 
office  again,  but  declined  re-election  and  entered  the 
real  estate  business.  In  1896  he  was  elected  represent- 
ative of  his  district  in  the  State  Legislature,  where  he 
served  one  term,  and  in  1897  went  to  Brownwnod,  where 
he  resumed  his  real  estate  operations,  ilr.  Melton  came 
to  Brady  in  1904,  and  here  became  senior  niemVier  of  the 
Melton  Land  and  Abstract  Company,  with  which  he  con- 
tinued to  be  identified  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  April  28,  1909. 

Mr.  Melton 's  funeral,  which  was  conducted  by  the 
Eev.  Bolton  of  the  Fort  Worth  Methodist  Church  and 
the  Eev.  Matthis  of  the  Brady  Methodist  church,  was  a 
solemnity  such  as  well  attests  the  value  of  his  lifetime. 
He  had  become  widely  known  over  the  state,  and  the 
tributes  of  respect  were  not  alone  from  his  home  com- 
munity. He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Brady  cemetery, 
and  tiie  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  Templar,  Confed- 
erate Veterans,  and  all  the  orders  to  which  he  belonged, 
as  well  as  many  private  citizens  not  related  by  the  bonds 
of  fraternal  union,  united  in  a  great  demonstration  of 
brotherly  love  and  esteem  for  their  deceased  associate 
and  friend. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Melton  was  commander  of  the 
Mountain  Remnant  Brigade  of  Southern  Texas.  In  Ma- 
sonry he  had  reached  the  Knights  Templar  degree.  From 
youth  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  he  served  for 
many  years  as  steward  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school,  and  his  work  in  behalf  of  religious  and  charita- 
ble movements  made  his  death  a  severe  loss  to  many  who 
had  depended  upon  him. 

Mr.  MeUnii  \v:is  sihrcssful  in  his  I)nsiness  affairs  and 
in  his  polilN-:il  :irfivitirs.  hihI  \\:is  tiu  less  successful  in 
gaining  tlir  lo\,.  an.l  rstci-ni  of  his  li-lli.w  men,  and,  al- 
though he  lias  passed  to  those  shores  toward  which  all 
mankind  is  hastening,  his  good  deeds  will  be  long  re- 
membered and  his  memory  will  remain  green  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  learned  to  call  him  friend. 

Mr.  Melton  was  married  to  Miss  Missouri  Frances 
Barron  of  Alabama.  To  their  marriage  were  born  six 
children,  four  daughters  and  two  sons,  all  of  whom  are 
married,  with  the  exception  of  one  son,  Thornton  Lee 
Melton.  A  brief  record  of  the  children  is  as  follows: 
Miss  Cora  married  Jesse  F.  Cross  of  Fort  Worth  and 
has  two  daughters.  Mesdames  Fay  Looney  and  Chas. 
Jliller  of  Brownwood.  Miss  Willie  married  William 
Vaughn  of  Brady,  and  their  two  children  are  Barnm 
Melton,  aged  eighteen,  and  Hazel,  aged  twelve.  Miss 
Lula  married  .Tohn  Vaughn  of  Plainview.  Texas,  and 
their  four  children — three  sons  and  one  daiiylitrr  air: 
Grady,  Bcrtrand.  ilildred  and  John  Melton.  Allss  M.uni.. 
married  Dr.  T.  P.  Donle  of  Eagle  Lake,  TcNas.  :iin|  tli.^v 
have  no  children.  W.  T.  Melton,  Jr.,  niarii..!  M.ss 
Flora  Gray  of  San  SaBa  County,  and  they  have  a  daugh- 
ter, Frances  Camille.  Thornton  Lee  Melton,  who  is  a 
teacher  of  instrumental  music  at  Brady,  lives  at  home 
with  his  mother. 

Joseph  F.  Meter.  One  of  the  magnificent  army  of 
self-made  men  of  America  is  Joseph  F.  Meyer,  president 
of  the  Houston  National  Exchange  Bank,  promineht 
in  business  circles  in  Houston  and  the  co\inty  and  widely 
known  as  a  successful  financier.  He  began  in  the  busi- 
ness world  when  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  as  the  propri- 
etor of  an  independent  business,  and  while  his  earlier 
operations  were  on  a  slender  scale,  they  expanded  with 
the  )ia.<isage  of  time,  so  that  in  a  comparatively  few 
years  he  came  to  be  reckoned  among  the  more  telling 
and  forceful  business  men  of  the  city.  His  career  is 
one  that  may  be  viewed  with  pride  by  all  who  honor 
the   success   of   that   man   who   fights   his   own   way   up 


from  obscurity  into  prominence,  and  Mr.  Meyer  has  met 
with  due  recognition  of  his  prosperity  and  success 
wherever  he  has  gone. 

Born  in  Germany  in  1851,  Joseph  F.  Meyer  is  the 
son  of  Frank  and  Josephine  (Meyer)  Meyer.  The  mother 
of  the  boy  died  when  he  was  three  years  old,  and  the 
father  brought  him  to  America  in  1855,  settling  in  Mem- 
phis, Tennessee,  moving  in  1867  to  Houston,  Texas.  In 
that  year  Joseph  Meyer  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  but 
he  did  not  regard  his  extreme  youth  as  any  great 
drawback  to  his  entering  into  business  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, and  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  business 
in  the  same  year  of  Jiis  arrival  here.  From  then  until 
now  he  has  been  identified,  more  or  less  conspicuously, 
with  the  financial  and  commercial  activities  of  Texas. 
Beginning  as  he  did  in  a  small  way  in  1867,  the  busi-  ' 
ness  three  years  later  came  to  be  known  as  the  Joseph 
F.  Meyer  Company,  of  which  he  was  president  at  the 
age  of  nineteen,  and  as  such  he  has  since  continued. 
From  the  infinitesimal  scope  of  the  business  in  its 
early  life,  it  has  expanded  yearly  until  it  has  now 
assumed  magnificent  proportions,  and  carries  on  an  ever 
increasing  trade  in  heavy  hardware,  wagon  makers'  sup- 
plies, farm  implements,  railroad  contractors '  supplies, 
iron,  steel,  etc.,  and  is  one  of  the  biggest  concerns  of 
its  liind  in  the  city  or  county. 

With  the  continued  prosperity  that  Mr.  Meyer  ex- 
perienced, he  began  in  the  early  nineties  to  cast  about 
for  other  places  for  the  investment  of  his  capital,  and 
in  1892  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Houston 
National  Exchange  Bank,  of  which  he  was  vice  presi- 
dent until  1912,  when  he  became  president.  He  has 
shown  himself  a  financier  of  no  mean  ability,  as  well 
as  a  merchant  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term,  and  he 
enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  Houston,  who 
know  him  for  his  many  excellent  qualities. 

Mr.  Meyer  is  an  Independent  Democrat  in  his  polit- 
ical faith,  and  while  it  is  true  that  he  has  never  sought 
political  office,  it  is  also  true  that  various  offices  have 
sought  him,  and  he  was  twice  elected  alderman  in  the 
city  of  Houston,  representing  the  third  ward  in  the 
city  council  from  1888  to  1892.  He  also  served  one  year 
as  county  commissioner  of  Harris  county  and  enjoys  the 
distinction  of  having  been  chief  of  the  Houston  Volun- 
teer Fire  Department  as  long  ago  as  in   1880. 

Mr.  Meyer  is  a  Mason  of  the  Eoyal  Arch  degree,  and 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  He  was  married  in  1884  to  Miss  Bebecca  Baker, 
the  daughter  of  George  Baker,  a  pioneer  citizen  of 
Houston,  where  Mrs.  Meyer  was  born  and  reared.  Three 
children  have  come  to  them — George  B.,  Joseph  F.,  Jr., 
and  Frank  K.  Meyer. 

DouGALD  J.  Price.  Forty  years  of  continuous  service 
with  one  company  is  a  record  that  reflects  the  greatest 
of  credit  upon  any  man  who  may  make  claim  to  such 
a  career,  and  Dougald  J.  Price  is  one  who  has  duly  quali- 
fied in  that  respect.  From  messenger  boy  to  General 
Passenger  agent  is  an  ascent  that  few  men  experience 
in  a  life  time,  and  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Price  the  accom- 
plishment is  so  much  the  greater  in  consideration  of  the 
fact  that  he  had  little  or  no  schooling  in  his  boyhood. 
He  is  today  one  of  the  foremost  men  in  business  circles 
of  Houston. 

Dougald  J.  Price  was  born  in  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina,  in  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  William  J.  and 
Annie  E.  (Westcott)  Price.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
North  Carolina,  and  was  a  Naval  Stores  Inspector  for  a 
number  of  years,  later  engaging  in  the  business  of  build- 
ing saw  mills  in  North  Carolina,  a  business  that  claimed 
his  attention  for  many  years.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
was  a  participant  as  a  member  of  a  North  Carolina 
Confederate  Regiment,  and  saw  much  service  during 
the  years  of  hostilities.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now 
deceased. 

The  schools  of  Wilmington  furnished  the  training  of 
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Dougald  Price  up  to  the  age  of  twelve.  AYien  he  was 
fourteen  years  old  he  eame  to  Texas  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  I.  &  G.  N.  B.  B.  Company  as  a  messenger 
in  the  telegraph.  In  this  department,  bright  mes- 
sengers are  given  an  opportunity  to  learn  the  Morse 
alphabet,  and  young  Price  soon  demonstrated  his 
power  over  the  key,  becoming  in  December,  1873,  op- 
erator at  Crockett,  Texas,  despite  his  extreme  youth. 
He  remained  in  the  telegraph  service  for  five  years, 
when  he  was  advanced  to  the  General  Superintendent 's 
oflice,  then  the  accounting  department  and  there  spent 
three  years,  during  which  tinif  he  became  familiar  with 
much  of  the  system.  In  1882  he  was  placed  in  the 
General  Passenger  Department,  serving  in  various  ca- 
pacities there  until  1897,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the 
office  of  General  Passenger  Agent  of  the  entire  system, 
and  he  has  successfully  carried  out  the  duties  of  that 
responsible  position  from  then  until  the  present  time. 

ilr.  Price  is  prominent  in  fraternal  and  social  circles 
in  his  home  city,  having  membership  in  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  in  the  Houston  Club  and 
the  Houston  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  was  married  in 
1880  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Jowers,  the  daughter  of  Judge 
W.  G.  W.  Jowers,  who  was  a  pioneer  of  Anderson  county. 
Mrs.  Price  died  in  1909,  leaving  tive  children,  as  follows: 
George  F.,  Charles  M.,  Annie  il.-irie.  Frank  McCiillough 
and  Hunter  Jowers  Price.  Mr.  Priie  was  married  a  sec- 
ond time  in  June,  1911,  Miss.  Nellie  Hati'ord  1  eroniiug 
his  wife.  She  died  in  August,  1912.  The  residence  of 
the  family  is  maintained  at  No.  3704  Main  street,  and 
is  one  of  the  sightly  homes  of  the  city. 

James  W.  H.^dlock.  The  present  sewer  commissioner 
of  El  Paso  has  been  for  fifteen  years  identified  by  resi- 
dence with  his  section  of  Texas,  and  has  gained  ma- 
terial and  large  influence  in  public  life.  During  his  ad- 
ministration as  sewer  commissioner  many  improvements 
have  been  made  to  increase  the  sanitary  system  of 
El  Paso,  and  among  these  might  be  mentioned  the  con- 
struction of  ten  miles  of  sewerage,  the  erection  of  a 
pumping  plant  which  is  large  enough  to  handle  all  the 
city  sewage,  besides  an  auxiliary  pumping  plant  for 
East  El  Paso.  The  capacity  of  these  two  plants  is 
4,000,000  gallons  per  day.  It  is  municipal  improve- 
ment of  this  kind  which  counts  effectively  in  placing  a 
city  upon  a  par  with  the  best  of  American  municipali- 
ties, and  it  is  the  ambition  of  all  friends  of  El  Paso 
and  her  present  official  administration  to  place  this  city 
without  any  superiors  among  municipalities  of  the  same 
rank  in  population,  and  wealth. 

James  W.  Hadlock,  who  has  had  a  long  and  varied 
career,  including  many  lines  of  service  and  responsibility, 
is  a  native  of  the  state  of  New  Hampshire,  born  at 
Monroe,  that  state,  October  9,  1842.  New  Hampshire 
remained  his  home  until  he  was  aliunt  thirty  years  of 
age,  at  which  time  he  moved  to  iHistmi,  u1mii>  he  was  for 
six  years  engaged  in  the  railwu.v  <ii]i|-ly  inid  machinery 
business.  From  there  he  came  tn  Ti-xa-^.  locating  at 
Dallas,  and  while  there  promoted  the  Texas  Trunk  Sail- 
road,  building  this  line  as  far  as  Kaufman.  Subse- 
quently he  spent  about  fifteen  years  in  St.  Louis,  where 
he  was  general  western  manager  of  the  Burton  Stock 
Car  Company.  The  succeeding  two  years  were  spent  in  the 
City  of  Mexico,  and  during  that  time  he  was  locomotive 
engineer,  running  a  passenger  train  out  of  the  City  of 
ilexieo.  From  the  capital  of  Mexico  he  eame  to  El 
Paso  in  1898,  and  being  a  man  of  moderate  means,  en- 
tered actively  into  several  enterprises  which  have  re- 
warded him  with  substantial  prosperity  during  the  suc- 
ceeding fifteen  years.  For  two  years  he  was  engaged 
in  the  development  of  a  large  irrigation  plant,  three 
miles  east  of  the  city.  He  then  became  connected  with 
the  Government  Customs  service  and  was  in  the  El  Paso 
custom  house  for  five  years.  During  the  next  year  he 
was   engaged   in   the   real   estate  business,   and   in   1907 


was  appointed  sewer  commissioner,  the  office  which  he 
DOW   holds. 

Mr.  Hadlock  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  New  Hampshire,  and  when  a  very  young 
man  began  earning  his  own  way  as  a  news  agent.  This 
was  his  occupation  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age, 
at  which  time  he  enlisted  in  the  Tenth  Vermont  Infantry, 
and  gave  three  years  of  service  as  a  Union  soldier.  For 
two  years  he  was  on  the  staff  of  General  Ricketts.  At 
the  Battle  of  Spottsylvania  he  was  standing  beside  Gen- 
eral John  G.  Sedgewick  when  that  general  was  killed. 
During  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness  he  was  detailed 
on  the  staff  of  Generals  Grant  and  Meade,  and  during 
the  engagement  had  a  horse  shot  from  under  him  and 
himself  slightly  wounded,  although  he  quickly  obtained 
a  new  mount  and  went   on  with  his  duties. 

After  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Hadlock  took  up 
the  work  of  railroading,  becoming  a  locomotive  en- 
gineer, and  continued  that  employment  regularly  until 
he  eame  west.  At  Woodsville,  New  Hampshire,  on 
April  11,  1861,  Mr.  Hadlock  married  Miss  Mary  Helen 
Cutting,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Cutting  of  Haverhill. 
Mrs.  Hadlock  was  a  woman  of  strong  mentality  and 
many  virtues  of  heart  and  mind,  and  her  encourage- 
ment and  assistance  were  always  effective  forces  guid- 
ing and  directing  her  husband  in  his  business  affairs, 
as  well  as  in  the  life  of  the  home  and  society.  They 
enjoyed  an  unusual  length  of  married  companionship, 
their  wedded  life  being  prolonged  for  more  than  fifty- 
one  years,  and  in  April,  1911,  they  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding.  Mrs.  Hadlock  passed  away  on  April 
27,  1912,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  and  her  last  resting 
place  is  in  one  of  the  beautiful  cemeteries  of  El  Paso. 
She  was  very  popular  in  social  circles,  and  at  her 
death  was  paid  a  somewhat  unusual  honor  by  being 
given  a  semi-military  funeral.  She  was  very  charitable 
both  in  her  church  and  among  poor  people  of  all  classes 
in  the  city.  The  two  children  born  of  their  marriage 
are  as  follows:  Edson  J.,  who  is  married  and  a  resi- 
dent of  El  Paso,  and  for  the  past  twenty-nine  years 
having  been  locomotive  engineer  on  the  Texas  &  Pacific 
Railroad ;  Fred  D.,  also  married  and  residing  in  El  Paso 
is  a  locomotive  engineer  on  the  Southern  Pacific  line. 
Mr.  Hadlock  is  not  affiliated  with  any  one  church  but 
favors  and  helps  them  all.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason, 
is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post,  of  the  National 
Union,  and  an  honorary  member  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Locomotive  Engineers.  He  has  for  some  years  been 
one  of  the  party  fighters  of  the  Democratic  party  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
government   and  political  questions. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Hadlock  that  whether  a  man 
be  young  or  old,  provided  he  has  ambition,  and  whether 
he  possesses  capital  or  not,  provided  he  is  honest  and 
has  energy,  that  such  a  person  can  come  to  any  part 
of  Texas  and  eventually  succeed.  Provided  he  has  a 
little  capital  he  will  find"  opportunities  that  will  not  dis- 
appoint him,  and  that  cannot  be  found  elsewhere.  This 
opinion  about  Texas  is  undoubtedly  the  truth  of  Mr. 
Hadlock 's  own  experience,  since  both  he  and  his  two 
sons  have  prospered  remarkably  well  during  their  resi- 
dence here,  and  they  are  among  the  most  loyal  and 
enthusiastic  friends  of  El  Paso  and  of  the  entire  state. 

Adolph  Krakauer.  Among  the  men  of  wealth  and 
prominence  in  the  city  of  El  Paso,  Texas,  Adolph  Kra- 
kauer occupies  a  position  of  the  highest  rank,  playing 
not  only  an  important  part  in  the  business  affairs  of 
the  city  but  also  in  her  civic  affairs.  Mr.  Krakauer, 
although  foreign  born,  has  lived  in  this  country  for 
many  years  and  is  most  truly  an  American.  He  is  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  most  public  spirited  men  in  the 
city  and  his  progressive  ideas  have  been  influential 
in  questions  of  public  interest  more  than  once.  He  is  of 
that  class  of  men  whom  one  always  finds  in  growing 
cities,  men   of  initiative  and   executive  power,   who   are 
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not  afraid  to  take  a  step  iuto  the  future  even  though 
the  outcome  be  not  quite  certain,  and  who  in  conse- 
quence are  deterred  to  and  admired  by  all  those  with 
whom   they  are  acquainted. 

Adoljjh  Krakauer  was  born  in  Fiirth,  Bavaria,  on  the 
■S.'.d  ot  May,  ISiO,  the  son  of  Joel  and  Baliette  (El- 
,S;,-M.i)    Kr.-,k;iuer.   both   of   » limi,    «,.|,.  bm  „    ■„    ii;.v;iria. 


lii^  uniduatiou  he  first 
I  thr  leading  commer- 
i-    iliiis   engaged   from 

igrated   from   Bavaria 
cured  employment 


ated  in  the  class  of  IS&J.     A I 
went  to  work  as  a  clerk  m   nn 
eial  establishments  of  Fuitli, 
1S&2  until   1865. 

During   the   latter   year    he 
to  Aew    York  City,  where  he 

as  a  clerk.  He  had  very  little  money  in  his  pockets 
when  he  landed  in  New  York,  but  by  dint  of  hard 
work  both  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper,  he  succeeded  in 
laying  by  quite  a  bit,  and  when  he  left  New  York  in 
lb(39  he  was  far  better  able  to  cope  with  the  world 
than  when  he  arrived.  He  came  to  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
and  there  became  bookkeeper  for  Louis  Zork,  the  lead- 
ing merchant  in  San  Antonio  at  that  time  and  a  pioneer 
ot  the  city,  having  settled  there  in  the  early  forties. 
Mr.  Krakauer  remained  with  him  for  some  time  and 
became  a  valued  employee  and  later  on  his  son-in-law. 
After  a  time  he  secured  an  interest  in  the  firm  and 
when  he  came  to  El  Paso  he  was  well  equipped  both 
with    experience    and    in    a    pecuniary    way. 

It  was  in  1875  that  he  came  to  El  Paso,  and  at  this 
time  the  city  consisted  of  seveuty-five  Mexicans  and 
twenty-five  white  residents.  He  entered  the  employ  of 
Samuel  Schutz  and  Brother,  who  operated  a  general 
merchandise  store.  Mr.  Krakauer  remained  with  this 
firm  as  a  clerk  until  1879  when  the  proprietors  sold  out 
to  Ketelsen  and  Deletau.  Under  the  new  ownership 
Mr.  Krakauer  became  general  manager  for  the  store 
and  later  became  a  partner.  He  sold  his  interest  in 
the  business  in  1885  and  in  January  of  that  year  or- 
ganized the  firm  of  Krakauer,  Zork  and  Moye,  Mr. 
Zork  being  a  son  of  his  former  employer  at  San  An- 
tonio and  his  own  brother-in-law.  In  January,  1911, 
Mr.  Moye  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  business  and  the 
firm  was  then  incorporated  as  Krakauer,  Zork  and 
Moye 's  Successors,  Incorporated.  The  firm  deals  in 
hardware,    machinery    and    mining    sui)ijlies,    and    is    cme 
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wcst.  Over  seventy  meu  and  women  are  employed  and 
tlie  liusiness  of  the  company  extends  over  New  Mexico, 
Texas,  Arizona  and  Old  Me'xico. 

In  addition  to  being  the  president  and  leading  spirit 
in  this  enterprise,  Mr.  Krakauer  is  deeply  interested  in 
various  other  enterprises  of  importance,  among  these 
being  the  Two  Republic  Life  Insurance  Company,  of 
which  he  is  president.  He  is  a  director  in  the  First 
National  Bank  and  also  in  the  Eio  Grande  Valley 
Banking  and  Trust  Company.  He  is  a  large  property 
owner,  having  interests  in  the  city  of  El  Paso  and  also 
throughout   the  southwest. 

Mr.  Krakauer  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in 
political  affairs  and  has  taken  a  leading  part  in  local 
politics  ever  since  coming  to  El  Paso,  though  of  late 
years  his  business  cares  have  grown  so  heavy  that  he 
can  not  give  much  time  to  politics.  He  was  at  one 
time  county  commissioner  of  El  Paso  county,  serving 
one  term.  He  was  later  elected  alderman  and  served 
for  four  terms,  winning  the  approbation  of  the  public 
to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the 
city  in  1889,  being  the  first  Republican  ever  elected  to 
this  position. 

In  his  religious  beliefs  Mr.  Krakauer  is  a  member  of 
the  Jewish  church,  and  has  done  a   great  deal  for  the 


people  of  his  faith  in  this  city.  He  at  one  time  served 
as  president  of  the  Jewish  church  and  is  now  one  of  the 
trustees.  Dunim'  ]iis  trnn  :is  |,i,-^i,|cnt  he  assisted  very 
materu.llv   m   ilir  rrotn.,,   nf  thr  .leuish  Temple. 

Mr.    lM;ik:iiirv    1^   .-I    (luniniii;;.    well   educated   man,   a 
man  ut   leiineiin'iil    ;is  well  as  liiisiii.'ss  ability,  and  a  cit- 
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d  IS  widely  traveled,  frequently 
ivith  his  wife  and  family. 
Adolph  Krakauer  and  Miss  Ada  Zork  were 
marriage,  and  three  children  have  been  born 
Kubeit  and  Julius  A.  are  associated  with 
■r  in  business  and  live  in  El  Paso.  Addie 
:i;;li  Iiotter  and  resides  in  A]l.ii.|iier<|iie,  Xew 
li.  Krakauer  had  a  brother  ami  ^  M,i  in  this 
country,  Imt  tlie  tnniier.  Max  Krakauer.  ,lir,|  i,,  chi- 
huahua, .Mexied,  wliere  he  was  engage.l  in  Imsiness  as 
a  partner  of  his  brother's.  The  .sister,  Hermina,  is  the 
widow  of  Bernard  Ordenstein,  and  lives  in  El  Paso. 

J.   David   Avis.     Xo   history   of   Texas   and   the   men 

who  have  (-..lit ribiite.j  tn  its  .l.'velnpuient  would  be  com- 
plete   tllat     taile^l    In    Miake    eMen^e,!    nuMltiuU    of    J.    David 

Avis,  wlm  smre  is;,",  has  Imth  a  partieipant  in  the  won- 
derful changes  tliut  li;ne  1 1  a  iixim  nied  the  great  South- 
west from  a  practically  wil.l  ami  iiiaivilized  section  into 
one  of  the  most  produeti\e  ami  valuable  stretches  of  the 
country.  First  as  freinlun  .-iihl  Indian  fighter,  biter  as 
cattle  denier  .Tiid  bivedcT.  ami   liiiallv  as  len.Iin..   business 
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Falls.  He  is  a  Texan  by  birth  and  training,  and  was 
the  first  child  born  in  the  town  of  Montague,  Montague 
county,  August  13,  1861,  a  son  of  David  and  Jlahlda 
Katherine   (Webb)   Avis. 

David  Avis  was  born  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  and 
as  a  young  man  came  to  Texas,  settling  at  Montague 
during  the  early  fifties.  Subsequently  he  removed'  to 
Montague,  and  there,  in  tlie  later  fifties,  established  him- 
self in  a  gener.il  iniM.antile  liusiness,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  duriny  Hie  leniam.ler  of  his  life,  his  death  oc- 
curring  in    isiis.    r,  lien    li,.    uns    fifty-two    vears    of   age. 

During    til.'    Tiel- i:-.j.-    Mr.    .V\  is   biiiit    llie    tmt    at 

Mont.aune    l\,i     i  I  ,       .i..;,  ,:    ,.f    ll ,ail\     sellLns     nr'nl 


"lin'h  ke  sene.l  uniil  the  close  of  the  struggle.  His 
"lie.  a  nnti\e  ef  Missiiiiri,  came  to  Texas  as  a  child  and 
settli'il  .If  Mi.ntngiie  County,  there  being  married  to  Mr. 
Avis  in  1859.  After  his  death  she  was  again  married, 
and  her  second  husband  is  also  deceased,  but  she  still 
survives,  and  is  living  at  Wichita  Falls,  aged  seventy- 
three  years  and  in  the  best  of  health.  Four  children 
were  bmn   tn  Ah.  ninl   Mrs,   Avis,  nil  of  whom  are  living, 

and  of  ilase  .1.   |i,.ui.|   ,.  ll kl,.si. 

J.    lia\nl     Avis    le.enej     Ills    e.liieation    in    the    public 
schools   of    .Moiitn-ii,.   ..minty,    .iinl    siii.se.|ii,.ritlv   attended 

a    private   SChonl    lindel.    ike    |,le.-e|anlslll|l    nt    I    nlnliel     H,.,||; 

but  the  early  ilentli   nf  his    f.-nker  i In   il    iieeessnn-   tli.-it 

he  should  contribute  to  the  f.aniily  sn|.j.nit,  and  .arenrd- 
ingly  in  1876,  when  but  fifteen  yeais  of  age,  he  left  linine, 
built  a  log  cabin  on  Salt  Creek,  and  there  engaged  in 
cattle  raising.  The  long  nights  were  often  jiassed  m 
reading  and  study  by  the  light  of  a  tnllmv  i-an.Ue.  and 
thus  the  youth  prepared  himself  for  the  diiins  it  after 
life.  He  also  carried  on  farming  0]ieraiinii-.  .mi  was 
engaged    in    freighting   between    Deuisnn    .ml    slhimau 

and  to   the   west   and   had   ninuv  thrlllin-    ,.-!.eiie s    in 

the    Olltlaiv  Infested    ,-niii]try,    as    ivnll    :,.    ■; _.     part     in 

numernns  enrniinteis  \\ilk'tlie  Imstile  lii.i,i.i-.  In  IssO 
he  sold  Ills  outfit  tn  j^ive  Ins  eiilire  ailiiiinni  tn  i-aftle 
raising  and  selling  in  Montague  county,  and  in  1882,  on 
coming  to  Wichita  county,  continued  in  the  same  line 
of   business.      He   still    has   large    interests    in    farming 
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lands  and  stock  raising  in  various  parts  of  the  State, 
and  in  this  connection  is  widely  known.  Mr.  Avis  en- 
tered business  life  in  Wichita  Falls  in  1891,  when  he 
became  the  proprietor  of  a  grocery  establishment,  and 
this  he  conducted  successfully  until  1896,  when  he  sold 
his  interests  therein  and  embarked  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness. The  Avis  Hardware  Company  was  established  In 
September,  1909,  and  this  has  since  developed  into  one 
of  the  leading  ventures  of  its  kind  in  this  part  of  the 
State  He  continues  as  president  of  this  concern,  is 
vice  president  of  the  Fiist  National  Bank,  in  which  he 
has  heM  an  interest  for  upwards  of  thirty  years,  and  is 
a  director  in  the  Southern  Wichita  Life  Insurance  Com- 
panv  having  in  addition  large  interests  in  various  other 
enterprises.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge,  In 
which  he  is  Past  Master,  Past  High  Priest  and  a  Shriner, 
having  reached  the  thirty-second  degree  of  Masonry,  and 
is  comiected  also  with  the  local  lodge  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  A  stalwart  Democrat  m 
his  political  views,  he  has  served  as  county  commissioner 
from  precinct  Ko.  1  and  during  three  terms  has  been  a 
member  of  the  city  council.  With  his  family,  he  attends 
the  Presbvterian  church. 

Mr  Avis  was  married  March  1,  1885,  at  Montague, 
Texas,  to  Miss  Minnie  Ollie  Bush,  native  of  Virginia, 
who  was  brought  to  Texas  as  a  child  by  her  parents,  Mr. 
and  Mrs  Isaac  Bush,  pioneers  of  Grayson  county.  Mr. 
Bush  met  his  death  in  a  runaway  accident.  Four  sons 
and  four  daughters  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Avis: 
Frank  P.,  born  December  27,  1885,  at  Montague,  a 
graduate  of  Wichita  Falls  Business  College,  now  m  busi- 
ness with  his  father,  is  married  and  has  one  child;  J. 
Davis,  Jr..  liorn  in  Wichita  county  in  1887,  a  ranch 
owner' of  Wichita  Falls,  is  married  and  has  two  children; 
Kathrvn  Lou,  born  in  1889  in  Wichita  county,  who  mar- 
ried W  F.  Weeks;  Lillian  Grace,  born  m  Wichita 
countv  in  1892;  Albert  W.,  born  in  1894  at  Wichita 
Falls'  who  is  engaged  in  business  with  his  father; 
Charles  Robert,  born  in  1896  at  Wichita  Falls  and  now 
attending  high  school;  Gretchen,  born  at  Wichita  Falls 
in  1900  and  now  attending  the  graded  schools;  and 
Kuby  Cornelia,  born  in  1902-  at  Wichita  Falls  and  also 
a  stiideut  in  the  public  schools. 

Hon.  Clyde  Davis  Wbjght.  The  present  county 
iudge  of  Deaf  Smith  county,  Mr.  Wright  is  an  attorney 
and  has  been  a  resident  of  the  Texas  Panhandle  for 
the  past  twenty-two  years.  Few  men  have  had  better 
opportunitv  for  close  study  of  conditions  in  this  section 
of  the  state  and  having  seen  the  Panhandle  during  its 
hardest  times,  he  is  more  than  content  to  stake  his 
confidence  and  his  all  on  the  continued  prosperity  and 
development   of   the   region.  . 

Clyde  Davis  Wright  was  born  January  19,  1879,  m 
Ellis  county  near  Milford,  Texas.  His  paternal  grand- 
father was  one  of  the  founders  of  this  town,  where 
Judge  Wright  was  born.  The  father,  John  R.  Wright, 
was  born  in  Indiana,  and  came  to  Texas  in  1852,  the 
Wright  family  being  among  the  pioneers  of  Ellis  county. 
The  family  is  of  English  descent  and  was  founded  m 
North  Carolina  early  in  the  eighteenth  century.  The 
original  immigrant  served  as  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Subsequently  the  Wrights  crossed  the 
mountains  and  located  in  Kentucky,  and  from  there 
moved  to  Indiana.  Great-grandfather  William  Wright 
was  a  resident  of  Indiana  before  the  territory  was  ad- 
mitted  to    the   Union,    and   was   chosen   as   one   of   the 


prom 


nent  citizens  of  his  community  to  be  one  of  the 


committee  which  greeted  General  Lafayette  on  Tiis  visit 
to  America  during  the  twenties.  Wdlliam  Wright  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  On  the  maternal  side  Judge 
Wright's  family  were  early  settlers  of  Georgia,  coming 
to  that  colony  from  England.  They  lived  on  the  Sa- 
vannah river,"  where  they  were  prominent  planters  and 
slave  holders.  John  R.  Wright,  the  father,  was  a  farmer 
and   also    a   surveyor.     He    served    as   county   surveyor, 


and  also  as  county  commissioner  of  Ellis  county,  and 
was  one  of  the  men  of  that  county  who  was  depended 
upon  tor  leadership  in  public  affairs.  He  is  now  living 
retired  at  Hereford,  which  has  been  his  home  since 
December,  1907.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in 
Company  B  of  the  First  Texas  Cavalry,  serving  as  a 
private  from  beginning  to  end.  Although  he  thus 
fought  for  the  southern  cause,  neither  he  nor  his  father, 
Arvin  Wright,  had  ever  held  slaves,  did  not  believe 
in  the  institution,  and  opposed  secession.  John  R. 
W'right  married  Florence  Tate,  who  was  born  in  Geor- 
gia, her  family  moving  to  Texas  after  the  war,  and 
she  was  married  in  Ellis  county  in  1874.  Her  death 
occurred  in  that  county  when  thirty-eight  years  of  age. 
One  of  the  three  children  is  now  deceased. 

Clyde  Davis  Wright,  partly  through  the  advantages 
supplied  by  his  father  and  partly  on  his  own  account, 
secured  what  would  be  accounted  a  liberal  education, 
first  in  the  public  schools  and  then  in  Clarendon  College. 
The  first  twelve  years  of  his  career  he  spent  on  a 
farm,  and  then  began  reading  law  in  the  office  of  Ware 
&  Smith  at  Clarendon.  By  close  attention  to  his  studies 
he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  1902  in  all  the  courts 
of  Texas.  His  professional  career  began  at  Silverton, 
where  he  was  in  general  practice  for  three  years.  In 
December,  1907,  he  opened  his  office  in  Hereford,  and 
has  been  in  general  practice  there  until  elected  to  the 
office  of  county  judge  in  1910.  He  is  now  serving  his 
second  term,  and  the  eiti7ens  have  given  him  their  hearty 
support,  and  recogni2e  him  as  one  of  the  most  capable 
officials  Deaf  Smith  county  has  ever  had.  Mr.  Wright 
ha-s  also  served  two  terms  in  the  office  of  county  at- 
torney of  Briscoe  county,  one  term  by  election  and 
one  by  appointment. 

He  is  a  worker  for  the  Democratic  party,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  Blue  Lodge  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  he  and  his  family  worship  in  the  Pres- 
bj-terian  church.  He  was  married  June  15,  1910,  in 
Hereford  to  Miss  Lelia  Gregg,  who  was  born  in  Cali- 
fornia, but  was  reared  in  Indiana,  a  daughter  of  Austin 
W.  Gregg.  The  two  children  of  their  marriage  are 
Elva  Lee  Wright,  born  at  Hereford,  May  26,  1911, 
and  Arvin  Gregg  Wright,  born  August  26,  1913,  in 
Hereford.  Judge  Wright  devotes  all  his  time  to  his 
official  duties  and  his  profession.  His  chief  recreation 
is  the  game  of  tennis,  and  he  is  a  thorough  student 
of  general  literature,  and  of  current  affairs.  He  is 
also    interested    in    agriculture    and    stock    raising. 

Henry  J.  Collins.  The  El  Paso  Tent  &  Awning 
Company,  Incorporated,  of  which  Henry  J.  Collins  is 
manager  and  president,  is  the  largest  concern  of  the 
kind  in  the  southwest,  and  does  a  very  extensive  busi- 
ness in  El  Paso  and  over  all  the  country  tributary  to 
this  commercial  center.  The  store  and  factory  is  lo^ 
cated  at  312  South  El  Paso  Street,  and  in  the  work- 
shop and  store  rooms  floor  space  of  4610  feet  in  dimen- 
sions is  occupied.  Some  half  dozen  workmen  are  em- 
ployed and  the  output  has  become  standard,  and  the 
name  denotes  highest  quality  in  trade   circles. 

Henrv  J.  Collins,  the  head  of  this  business,  who  has 
been  identified  with  El  Paso  citizenship  for  ten  years 
and  previous  to  that  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the 
development  of  the  Pan  Handle  country  of  Texas,  was 
born  at  Henderson  in  Rusk  county,  July  29,  1861.  His 
father  was  Anderson  B.  Collins,  a  native  of  Tennessee, 
who  came  to  Texas  about  1848.  His  career  was  remark- 
able in  many  respects,  and  he  was  one  of  the  settlers 
of  the  county  who  bore  a  full  share  in  the  burdens  of 
pioneer  life."  He  had  served  through  two  wars,  the 
Mexican  and  the  Civil  war,  and  in  the  latter  went 
through  from  beginning  to  end,  a  full  period  of  four 
j'ears  and  was  a  commissioned  officer  in  the  Confed- 
erate army.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  a  merchant 
at  Henderson,  where  he  died  in  1884  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.     The  mother,  who  was  born  in   1834 
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in  North  Carolina,  now  makes  her  home  in  Henderson, 
and  is  a  cousin  of  General  Fitzhugh  Lee.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  the  parents,  and  Henry  J.  was  the 
fourth. 

His  education  was  attained  in  the  public  schools  of 
Henderson,  and  he  graduated  from  high  school  in  1882. 
On  taking  up  practical  li^'e,  his  fin'st  position  was 
as  a  fireman  with  the  Fort  Worth  &  Denver  Railway, 
and  he  continued  railroading  for  three  years.  He  was 
among  the  first  trainmen  to  run  a  traiu  along  the  route 
of  the  Fort  Worth  &  Denver  Eoad  up  to  the  Pan  Handle 
country,  and  on  leaving  the  railroad  service  he  estab- 
lished a  store  at  Texline,  and  spent  seven  years  there 
in  general  merchandise  business.  Then  moving  to  Fol- 
som  in  New  Mexico  he  continued  as  a  merchant  and 
also  in  the  live  stock  business  for  six  and  a  half  years. 
Then  on  January  1,  1902,  he  arrived  in  El  Paso,  and 
established  a  grocery  store  at  204  San  Antonio  Street. 
This  business  was  conducted  under  the  title  of  the  Pio- 
neer Grocery  and  he  did  very  well  for  two  years.  At 
the  en<l  of  that  time  he  transferred  his  attention  to 
the  furniture  liusine^s  and  also  the  tent  and  awning 
trade.  The  latter  branch  of  enterprise  he  has  continued 
ever  since  and  is  largely  responsible  for  the  success  of 
the  El  Paso  Tent  &  Awning  Company. 

In  politics  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Collins  has  been  very 
active  in  public  affairs,  especially  during  his  residence 
in  the  Pan  Handle.  He  was  one  of  the  organi2ers  of 
Dalham  county,  and  was  honored  with  election  as  first 
treasurer  of  the  county,  an  office  which  he  held  for 
six  years.  He  was  also  appointed  to  the  office  of  post- 
master during  the  second  Cleveland  administration.  At 
Texline,  on  December  16,  1895,  he  married  Miss  Helen 
'  McCrary,  daughter  of  Thomas  MeCrary,  who  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Comanche  county,  this  state. 
Eleven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  Collins  and  wife,  of 
whom  ten  are  still  living,  one  having  died  in  infancy. 
Their  home  is  at  1520  N.  Campbell  Street  in  El  Paso. 

William  L.  Brown,  M.  D.  Since  1902  a  physician 
and  surgeon  of  El  Paso,  Dr.  Brown  came  to  this  city 
thoroughly  equipped  by  training  and  experience  for  his 
professional  work,  and  since  coming  here  has  made  a 
splendid  reputation  as  a  skUlful  and  successful  physi- 
cian  and  surgeon. 

William  L.  Brown  was  born  September  23,  1873,  at 
Coffeyville,  Kans.  His  parents  were  William  V.  and 
Katherine  A.  Brown.  His  father  gave  four  years  of 
soldier  service  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war. 
He  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and  his  ancestors 
were  early  settlers  of  that  state.  On  the  mother's 
side  Dr.  Brown  is  descended  from  English  ancestry. 
William  V.  Brown  died  at  El  Paso,  November  20.  1911, 
having  come  to  this  city  to  spend  the  winter  with  his 
two  sons.  Dr.  W.  L.  and  C.  P.  Brown.  He  was  seventy- 
four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Dr.'  W.  L.  Brown  as  a  boy  attended  the  common  and 
high  schools  at  Centerville,  Iowa.  On  determining  to 
prepare  himself  for  the  medical  profe-ssion  he  selected 
as  his  school  probably  the  strongest  and  certainly  the 
oldest  and  best  known  medical  college  of  the  middle 
west,  t*e  Bush  Medical  College  of  Chicago.  He  was 
graduated  there  M.  D.  in  1896.  Following  his  gradua- 
tion he  took  a  competitive  examination  for  the  posi- 
tion of  house  physician  and  surgeon  in  the  Cook  County 
Hospital  at  Chicago.  He  passed  this  examination  suc- 
cessfully, and  remained  for  one  and  one-half  years  as 
house  physician  and  surgeon  at  the  hospital,  a  period 
during  which  he  obtained  broad  and  valuable  experi- 
ence in  the  practical  work  of  medicine.  From  Chicago 
Dr.  Brown  moved  to  ITnionville,  Missouri,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  practice  for  two  years,  and  then  in  1902 
located  at  El  Paso  where  he  has  enjoyed  a  fine  success. 
Dr.  Brown  now  devotes  himself  almost  exclusively  to 
the  practice  of  surgery,  and  has  done  a  large  amount 
of   experimental   work,    especially    in    the    line    of    bone 


surgery,  and  he  is  a  careful  student 


plans    to    make    the 


observer  and 
.ilts  of  his  experimental  work 
valuable  not  only  in  his  own  practice,  but  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  entire  profession.  Dr.  Brown  w.orked  his  way 
through  school,  paying  his  tuition  by  his  own  earnings 
from  outside  work,  and  has  always  been  an  ambitious 
and  energetic  member  of  his  profession.  He  has  taken 
a  very  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  medical  societies 
and  has  been  honored  on  different  occasions  by  the  fra- 
ternity. He  is  a  member  of  the  County  &  State 
Medical  Society,  and  in  1911  and  1912  was' state  dele- 
gate  to   the   American   Medical   Association. 

Dr.  Brown  has  always  voted  for  principles  rather 
than  party,  and  is  entirely  independent  in  his  political 
affiliations.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  El  Paso 
Country  Club  and  the  El  Paso  Social  Club,  and  his 
church  is  the  Presbyterian. 

On  June  2,  1906,  at  El  Paso,  Dr.  Brown  married 
Miss  Katherine  A.  Murphy,  a  daughter  of  David  M. 
and  Katherine  Murphy,  who  were  formerly  residents 
of  Corpus  ('hristi,  Texas.  Mrs.  Brown's  father  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Corpus  Christi  and  one 
of  the  best  known  citizens  of  the  entire  state.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  leading  business  man  engaged 
in  the  transportation  business  both  by  ship  and  rail- 
road at  Corpus  Christi.  All  over  that  section  of  the 
state  he  was  known  among  his  thousands  of  acquaint- 
ances as  "Honest  Dave."  He  served  four  and  a  half 
years  as  a  soldier  of  the  Confederacy.  His  death  oc- 
curred October  14.  1913,  an  honored  veteran  of  the  war 
and  esteemed  among  all  whose  fortune  it  was  to  know 
him.  From  1903  Mr.  Murphy  was  a  resident  of  El 
Paso,  and  was  well  known  in  the  citizenship  of  this 
city.  Dr.  Brown  and  wife  have  one  adopted  daughter, 
Louise  Bridges  Brown,  age  three  years.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Pierce  and  Alice  Bridges,  former  resi- 
dents of  Luling,  Texas.  During  ten  years  of  residence 
and  active  practice  in  western  Texas  Dr.  Brown's  faith 
in  the  resources  and  comforts  of  Texas  has  continually 
increased,  and  he  is  a  firm  advocate  of  his  section  of 
the  state  as  a  home  for  all  classes  of  people  who  need 
a  healthful  climate  and  splendid  natural  resources  and 
wholesome    large-hearted    citizenship. 

Edward  R.  Taft.  General  Agent  for  the  Wells 
Fargo  &  Company  Express  at  El  Paso,  Mr.  Taft  has 
been  identified  with  the  express  business  all  his  aeti%-e 
career,  having  begun  as  a  boy  of  fifteen  years,  and 
having  by  industry  and  reliable  service  worked  his  way 
from  one  position  to  another  until  he  now  has  one  of 
the   most   responsible   places   in    the   service   in    Texas. 

Edward  E.  Taft  was  born  July  16,  1881,  at  Ballston 
Springs,  New  York,  a  son  of  Gurdon  A.  and  Carrie 
Elizabeth  Taft.  His  father  before  him  has  been  in 
the  express  business  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and 
with  his  wife  now  makes  his  home  at  Houston,  Texas. 
There  were  five  children  in  their  family,  four  sons  and 
one  daughter,  one  son  having  died  in  "childhood. 

Edward  B.  Taft,  the  oldest  in  the  family,  was  edu- 
cated chiefly  in  the  public  schools  of  Texas,  and  when 
fifteen  years  of  age  began  learning  the  express  busi- 
ness under  the  supervision  of  his  father.  His  first  work 
as  an  employe  was  at  Houston  as  an  express  messen- 
ger, and  he  was  a  railway  express  messenger  for  seven 
years  on  the  Southern  Pacific  and  the  Santa  Fe  Bail- 
way.  In  1903  when  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
his  steady  promotion  began  when  he  took  the  agency 
at  Amarillo,  Texas,  after  having  acted  as  relief  agent 
at  Yoakum  and  San  Angelo  for  some  time.  At  Ama- 
rillo he  remained  until  July,  190^,  at  which  time  he 
was  transferred  to  the  agency  at  Bisbee.  Ari?ona.  and 
two  years  later  took  the  appointment  of  Route  Agent 
for  the  same  companv,  with  headquarters  at  Ash  Fork, 
Arizona,  remaining  there  one  year.  In  April,  1910,  he 
took  the  appointment  as  agent  of  El  Paso,  and  was 
promoted  to  the  larger  responsibility  of  General  Agent 
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on  Jauuarv  1,  1911,  since  which  date  he  has  continued 
in  his  position  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  company  and 
the    public    patronage.      His    offices    are    at    312    Mills 

MT.Taf't  during  1903  and  1904  was  a  member  of  the 
Texas  Volunteer  Guards.  His  father  before  him  has 
been  a  stanch  Republican  all  his  adult  life,  and  the  son 
was  reared  in  these  principles  and  has  given  steady 
adherence  to  Eepublican  doctrines  and  policies.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  affiliated  with  the  Elks  and  has  been 
active  in  the  work  for  the  good  of  the  order. 

On  June  20,  1903,  be  married  at  Houston,  Texas,  Miss 
Helen  Green,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  B.  Green  and 
wife  Mr  Green  for  a  number  of  years  held  the  office 
of  county  clerk  at  Giddings,  Texas.  Both  her  parents 
were  formerlv  from  Mississippi  and  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Texas.     Mr.  Green  died  at  Houston 


id    JIis.    Green 


still 


ing 


the    old    home    at 


Houston.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taft  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Mary  E.,  age  four  years. 

Jas  L  Dow.  A  schoolboy  and  printer's  devil  at  the 
same  time;  promoted  to  the  "case,"  and  by  practical 
doing  learning  the  art  preservative;  then  a  journeyman, 
and  gradually  accumulating,  in  spite  of  reverses,  the 
means  for  independence;  and  now  editor  and  manager 
and  largest  stockholder  in  the  best  country  newspaper 
and  printerv  in  west  Texas— such  in  brief,  suggestive 
phrasing,  has  been  the  career  of  ilr.  Dow  of  Lubbock 

James  L.  Dow  is  a  Texan,  born  in  Hamilton  county, 
September  25,  1878.  His  father,  James  Dow,  came  from 
his  native  Scotland  to  America  in  1870  and  direct  to 
Texas,  locating  first  in  Collin  county,  near  McKmney. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  but  prior  to  coming 
to  America  followed  the  sea  as  a  sailor  In  Texas  he 
served  for  a  term  as  county  treasurer  of  Gaines  county 
and  took  a  very  prominent  part  in  school  matters.  He  is 
now  a  resident  of  Gaines  county,  having  gone  there  in 
1904  He  is  a  Democrat  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church.  Of  late  years  he  has  engaged  in  the  telephone 
business,  being  one  of  the  principal  stockholders  and 
directors  of  the  Seminole  Telephone  Company  of  Games 
county.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Margaret  G. 
Nisbett,  who  was  born  in  Scotland,  and  followed  her 
husband  to  America  as  soon  as  he  had  established  himself 
in  this  country.  Her  five  children  are  all  now  living. 
She  died  at  Seminole,  Texas,  at  the  age  of  sixty-tour 
on  March  6,  1911.  ^     ^        ,     ,  ,  ._ 

The  third  child  of  the  family,  James  L.  Dow,  had  ms 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Lampasas  and  Borden 
counties,  and  attended  high  school  in  Colorado  City, 
Texas,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1897.  His  early  career 
was  spent  on  a  ranch  and  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  twen- 
tv-one  he  started  out  for  himself.  His  first  practical 
training  for  his  career  was  during  his  school  days,  when 
he  was  attending  school  and  working  between  tmies  m 
a  printing  office,  where  he  first  learned  the  technical  de- 
tails of  printing.  He  completed  his  apprenticeship  with 
Colorado  Spokesman,  and  his  first  w;iy.<  was  not  more 
than  ten  dollais  a  month  and  h.,:ty.].  !!.■  ":i~  rumicctea 
with  this  paper  for  more  than  uu.  y,-:«^.  :mM  '"•■  o»e 
year  was  with  the  Stockman  Pulilishm-  i  ..mpiiny.  Airer 
that,  having  saved  some  money,  he  bought  the  paper  on 
which  he  had  served  his  apprenticeship,  and  conducted 
the  plant  with  success,  and  finally  sold  it  at  a  good  ad- 
vance on  the  purchase  price.  He  then  bought  the 
WeeUy  Feview.  which  jiroved  disastrous,  owing  to  a  hie 
which  consumed  the  building  and  destroyed  all  its  equip- 
ment There  was  little  or  no  insurance,  so  that  Mr.  Dow 
was  practically  nt  th.  iH-u^iniiing  of  his  career  once  more 
He  was  then   ,n,|,l..v  ,.1    -m.o  time  on  the  Merkle_  Mm! 

and  the  Bro\^I)^^ 1   /.'"//'"'.    He  persevered,  and  finally 

with  his  savin's  lu'  nmM'd  to  Lubbock  and  became 
foreman  and  associate  e.l.tor  with  the  Avalanche  Publish- 
ing Company.  After  two  years  he  bought  out  the  es  ab- 
lishment.  and  since  April,  1908,  has  conducted  the  Aia- 


if  the  incorporati( 
argest  interest.  He  is 
I  if  the  Avalanche  Pub- 
■Iie   has   a   weekly   issue, 


laiiche  as  a  paper  with  a  very  large  circulation,  a  strong 
list  of  advertisers,  and  a  news  gatherer  and  publisher  of 
exceptional  influence  and  ability.  The  mechanical  plant 
has  few  equals  among  the  country  papers  of  Texas.  Mr. 
Dow  has  improved  it  from  a  three  thousand  dollar  plant 
to  one  in  which  twelve  thousand  dollars  is  invested,  that 
rejiresenting  the   capital   sf  " 

which  Mr.  Dow  imiiinls 
president,  editor  ami  man 
lishiug  Company.  Tlic  .li 
a  twelve  to  sixteen  page  jiaper,  and  the  offices  and  ma- 
chinery are  housed  in  a  new  and  modern  structure 
twenty-six  by  eighty  feet  in  ground  dimensions.  The 
company  has  introduced  the  best  and  latest  machinery 
and  does  a  large  amount  of  business  in  job  work. 

Mr.  Dow  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  has  always  in- 
terested himself  in  local  affairs  and  in  promoting  good 
government.  He  has  never  sought  any  public  office,  and 
at  the  present  time,  as  a  member  of  the  school  board,  is 
filling  about  the  only  public  place  he  has  ever  been  will- 
ing to  accept.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Woodmen 
Circle,  the  Modern  Order  of  Pretorians,  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  belongs  to  the  Lubbock  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  and  is  a  member  of  the  Jlethodist 
church  and  Superintendent  of  its  Sunday  school. 

On  May  1,  1905,  in  Mitchell  county,  Mr.  Dow  married 
Miss  Lila  Dorn,  a  native  of  Alabama,  but  reared  in 
Texas  from  childhood.  Her  father  was  J.  M.  Dorn  of 
Mitchell  county.  The  two  sons  born  to  their  marriage  are: 
James  Eankin  Dow,  who  was  born  in  Sweetwater,  Texas, 
June,  1906;  and  Melvin  Nisbett  Dow,  born  at  Lubbock, 
March  10,  1908. 

J.  H.  Smith.  During  a  quarter  century's  residence 
in  El  Paso,  Mr.  Smith  has  witnessed  the  growth  of 
this  city  from  9,000  population  to  50,000  and  cor- 
responding development  in  every  direction.  Mr.  Smith 
has  been  a  very  prosperous  and  enterprising  business 
man  during  this  time,  and  in  later  years  has  handled 
a  large  amount  of  the  real  estate  transactions  in  this 
vicinity,  he  having  the  distinction  of  being  the  third 
oldest  real  estate  man  in  El  Paso. 

ilr.  J.  H.  Smith  conies  of  an  old  Missouri  family, 
and  was  born  in  Randolph  county,  that  state.  May  21, 
1849,  a  sou  of  Robert  and  Martha  J.  (Dameron)  Smith. 
Both  iiannts  iM/ir  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  their 
resHMiiM'  taniila-s  1  i-rame  residents  of  Randolph 
cdu'ntN-,  Mi^snnii.  in  thi'  early  thirties,  during  the  pio- 
neer rpnch  iif  that  state.  The  father,  who  was  long  a 
prosperous  farmer,  died  in  Missouri,  January  2,  1889, 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  The  mother  died  in  1870 
at  the  age  of  fifty,  aiid  she  was  married  in  Missouri. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  their  union,  Mr.  J.  H. 
being  the   third   in   order   of  birth. 

His  early  life  was  spent  on  a  Missouri  farm,  and  in 
the  meantime  he  received  unusually  good  educational 
advantages,  attending  the  public  schools,  and  subse- 
quently Pritchett  Institute,  one  of  the  best  known 
schools  of  central  Missouri.  On  leaving  school,  he  en- 
tered the  mercantile  business  for  himself  in  Randolph 
county,  and  for  eighteen  years  was  a  merchant  of  his 
native  county.  He  was  then  associated  with  his  father 
on  the  farm  until  October,  1888.  at  which  date  he 
moved  to  Texas  and  located  at  El  Paso,  then  a  com- 
paratively small  city  with  only  a  tithe  of  the  industry 
and  business  which  it  now  possesses.  In  El  Paso  he 
was  first  engaged  in  the  fuel  and  feed  business,  and 
after  four  years  became  actively  identified  with  public 
affairs,  serving  for  eight  years  as  city  collector  and 
as  city  treasurer  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
political  service  he  established  himself  in  the  real  estate 
business  and  now  handles  general  transactions  in  that 
line.  Mr.  Smith  is  also  treasurer  and  vice  president 
of   the    Consumers   Ice   Company   of   El   Paso.      During 
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the  period  of  his  other  service  for  the  city,  he  was 
also  a  school  trustee,  and  has  always  been  active  in 
local  politics  and  has  been  a  public  spirited  citizen 
always  ready  to  give  his  aid  and  earnest  work  for  the 
betterment  of  local  institutions. 

In  polities  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  his  wife  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Rnptist  .luirch.  His  fraternal  affiliations 
are  with  tli,'  1  ihlciKinl.'iit  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Wod.liiiri)  of  I  111'  Wuria,  and  he  has  filled  all  the 
chairs  in  the  O.l.l  l-Vllows  Lodge.  On  May  18,  1885, 
in  Kandolpli  county,  Missouri,  he  uunric.l  Miss  Lelia 
Seals,  daughter  of  Alfred  Sears,  nf  ;i  w.ll  known  old 
family  of  Missouri.  The  seven  cliililrcn  Immh  to  their 
marriage  are  named  as  follows:  Ji'iiiiii'.  lioin  in  1886, 
died  in  1S89  in  Randolph  county ;  Grover  Cleveland, 
born  in  Randolph  county  August  25,  1885,  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  El  Paso  high  school  and  was  a  student  in 
both  the  Missouri  and  Texas  State  Universities,  and  is 
now  in  business  with  his  father;  Lucile,  born  in  Ran- 
dolph county,  February,  1887,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
El  Paso  high  school,  and  is  now  engaged  in  teaching; 
Juan  and  Juanita,  twins,  born  in  Fort  Worth  in  1890, 
and  the  son  is  a  graduate  of  the  Uiversity  of  Texas 
and  of  the  El  Paso  high  -school,  and  is  now  a  practicing 
attorney ;  Robert,  born  in  El  Paso,  July,  1892,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College 
of  Texas,  and  is  employed  in  the  Rock  Island  Rail- 
road oflices. 

Thomas  Albert  Thurston.  The  leading  firm  of  pub- 
lic accountants  in  EI  Paso  and  west  Texas  is  that  which 
was  established  in  the  spring  of  1907  by  Mr.  Thurston. 
The  profession  of  accountancy  is  comparatively  modern 
in  its  ]iresent  features  and  scope  anil  yet  has  been  de- 
veloped to  be  one  of  the  most  important  adjuncts  of 
modern  commerce.  Mr.  Thurston  has  a  splendid  equip- 
ment and  expert  knowledge  of  his  business,  and  it  has 
been  reinforced  by  a  long  and  varied  experience  in 
business  affairs. 

Thomas  Albert  Thurston  was  born  at  Quincy,  Illinois, 
April  2.3,  1869,  being  the  oldest  of  four  children  born 
to  Eugene  and  Emma  A.  (Butts)  Thurston.  The 
father  was  born  in  New  York  State  and  the  mother  in 
Ohio,  and  they  moved  to  Illinois  at  a  very  early  time. 
The  father,  whose  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
two  in  1898,  was  for  many  years  a  successful  railroad 
man  and  became  a  resident  of  Tennessee  in  1883.  The 
mother  is  now  living  in  New  York  Cit.y  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four. 

Mr.  Thurston  attended  the  public  schools  of  Kansas 
City,  being  a  student  of  the  high  school  in  that  city 
and  also  of  Palmer  Academy.  After  leaving  school 
he  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  by  taking 
up  railroad  work,  and  for  five  years  was  clerk  in  a 
railroad  ofiice  in  Tennessee.  Subsequently  for  several 
years  he  was  with  a  livr  stork  rommission  company  in 
Kansas  Citv;  he  tliin  iiiuiiui-^l  in  lousiness  for  himself, 
with  Mr.  H.  T.  \',vu,r  :is  partner,  and  they  carried 
on  an  extensive  liiisiii.ss  ili'.-iling  in  horses  and  mules. 
His  connection  with  that  enterprise  continued  for  twelve 
years  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  in  March.  1907,  he 
located  at  El  Paso  and  established  the  offices  and  be- 
gan practice  as  a  public  accountant.  He  now  has  four 
assistants  and  a  large  force  of  office  employes. 

Mr.  Thurston  is  prominent  in  Masonry,  having  at- 
tained the  thirty-second  degree  of  Scottish  Rite,  hav- 
ing also  passed  through  the  grades  of  York  Rite,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His  other  fraternal 
affiliations  are  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Volunteer  Firemen  Association  of  El  Paso  and  the  Busi- 
ness Men's  Club  of  Memphis.  At  Memphis,  Ten- 
nessee, June  7,  1892,  he  married  Miss  Fannie  W.  Palmer, 
who  was  born  at  Crystal  Springs,  Mississippi.  The 
two  children  born  of  their  marriage  are  Eugene  B.,  born 
at  Memphis,  Tennessee,   November  5,   1896,  and  now  a 
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Student  in  the  high  school  at  El  Paso;  Charles  A., 
born  at  Memphis,  October  18,  1899,  and  also  attending 
school  in  this  city. 

William  Elmer  Dameron.  A  young  college  man  who 
has  found  large  opportunities  for  work  and  public  serv- 
ice in  Deaf  Smith  county,  Mr.  Dameron  is  now  serv- 
ing as  county  attorney,  also  as  city  attorney,  and  is 
one  of  the   leading  lawyers   of  Hereford. 

William  Elmer  Dameron  is  a  native  Texan,  born 
at  Bloomfield  in  Cooke  county,  Fcliniaiy  L's,  IssT.  His 
father  was  a  settler  in  Cooke  i-oimiy  in  iho  laitor  six- 
ties, and  is  now  living  retired  aftor  a  Ion;;  aii.l  sin- 
eessful  career  in  Hereford.  William  I'.ruio  liauuion, 
the  father,  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  after  lo- 
cating in  Cooke  county  was  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  until  July,  1900,  when  he  came  out  to 
Hereford  in  Deaf  Smith  county.  For  several  years 
in  this  Panhandle  county  he  was  engaged  extensively 
in  stock  raising,  and  is  still  a  man  of  large  property 
interests.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church.  His  ancestry  was  Scotch-Irish,  and 
the  first  of  the  name  settled  in  Virginia,  before  the 
Revolutionary  war,  later  moving  into  North  Carolina. 
Sarah  Elizabeth  (Barnard)  Dameron,  the  mother,  who 
was  of  English  descent,  was  born  in  Cooke  county, 
Texas,  a  daughter  of  Gilbert  Barnard,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  that  vicinity,  and  a  large  planter.  The 
mother  is  still  living  and  six  of  her  seven  children  sur- 
vive. 

William  Elmer  Dameron  having  the  advantages  of  a 
good  home  and  reared  in  prosperous  circumstances,  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Gainesville  and  of  Here- 
ford, and  also  the  Hereford  College.  He  later  went  east 
and  was  a  student  at  Washington  &  Lee  University  at 
Lexington,  Virginia,  until  his  graduation  LL.  B.  in 
1908.  He  later  entered  the  State  University  of  Texas, 
but  his  election  as  county  attorney  of  Deaf  Smith  county 
in  1911  proved  an  interruption  to  his  studies,  so  that 
he  lacked  several  months  of  completing  his  course.  He 
was  re-elected  county  attorney  in  July,  1912.  Besides 
his  official  duties,  he  has  a  private  satisfactory  prac- 
tice, and  for  the  past  two  years  has  r.epresented  the 
city  of  Hereford  in  a  legal  capacity.  He  is  also  di- 
rector and  attorney  for  the  Panhandle  Oil  Development 
Company.  Since  his  college  days  he  has  been  a  vig- 
orous worker  in  the  Democratic  interests,  and  is  a  broad 
niiniled  student  and  observer  of  the  course  of  modern 
liolitii-s  and  rivir  affairs.  He  has  inenilieiship  in  the 
roiintv  Har  Assonation  and  in  llerelonl  Loil^re,  A.  F. 
.^  A.  M.,  and  is  sei-retarv  to  the  lioanl  ot  Klders  and 
Deacons  in  the  Herefonl  Christian  ehnreh.  During  his 
second  year  in  the  Washington  &:  Lee  College  he  was 
chosen  president  of  the  Washington  Literary  Society  and 
was   anniversary   orator   on    Washington's   birthday. 

In  April,  1908,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Washington 
and  Lee  debating  team  which  debated  with  the  University 
of  Tennessee.  His  chief  recreation  is  tennis,  and  he  has 
been  very  skillful  in  this  game  since  his  college  career. 

J.  W.  Woods.  A  law  firm  with  a  large  and  repre- 
sentative practice,  and  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest 
combinations  of  legal  talent  at  Houston,  is  that  of  Woods 
and  Harris,  well  known  attorneys  with  offices  in  the 
Lumberman's  National  Bank  Building.  J.  W.  Woods, 
the  senior  member,  has  practiced  in  Texas  since  1896, 
and  formerly  served  as  county  attorney  and  county  judge 
of  Robertson  county.  Judge  Woods,  who  represents  an 
old  Texas  family,  located  here  since  the  days  of  the 
Republic,  is  a  successful  man  through  his  individual 
efforts.  He  earned  a  living  b.y  teaching  school,  and 
studied  law  at  the  same  time,  and  having  effected  an  en- 
trance into  the  profession,  has  pursued  the  goal  of  his 
ambition  steadily  and  with  marked  success. 

Born  in  Robertson  county,  Texas,  December  11,  1873, 
he  is  a  son  of  James  A,  and  Fanny   (Parker)   Woods. 
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Both  the  father  and  mother  were  born  in  Texas,  and 
Grandfather  John  Woods  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  came 
to  Mississippi  as  a  young  man,  and  during  the  closing 
years  of  the  Texas  Eepublie  emigrated  to  this  frontier 
country,  settling  at  Wheelock,  in  Bobertson  county.  He 
was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  that  locality,  and  was 
for  many  years  a  general  merchant.  The  father,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  Eobertson  county,  gave  his 
active  career  to  agriculture  and  stock  raising. 

J.  Will  Woods  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  qualified  and  taught  school  in  his  native 
county,  at  the  same  time  carrying  on  his  studies  in  the 
law,  beginning  in  the  office  of  Hon.  C.  F.  Cohron.  Ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1896,  he  began  practice  at  Bremond, 
and  was  there  until  1900.  His  election  as  county  attor- 
ney of  Robertson  caused  him  to  take  up  his  residence 
at  Franklin,  the  county  seat.  He  was  county  attorney 
until  November,  1904,  when  he  was  elected  county  judge 
of  Eobertson  county,  and  administered  the  duties  of 
that  position  until  November,  1908.  In  the  fall  of  1908 
he  was  one  of  the  presidential  electors  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  At  the  close  of  his  official  term,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1908,  he  moved  to  Houston,  and  has  since  been  a 
popular  member  of  the  Harris  county  bar.  Upon  moving 
to  Houston  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Guy  Graham, 
making  the  firm  of  Woods  &  Graham,  which  continued 
until  January  1,  1911,  when  Mr.  T.  J.  Harris  became 
a  member  of  the  firm,  which  then  became  Woods,  Graham 
&-  Harris.  Since  October  15,  1912,  the  firm  has  been 
Woods  &  Harris. 

Mr.  Woods  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  He 
was  married  February  12,  1899,  to  Miss  Lena  George, 
daughter  of  W.  R.  George  of  Robertson  county,  who 
was  born  in  this  state,  and  was  a  substantial  farmer  in 
Eobertson  county.  To  their  marriage  have  been  born 
three  children:  Roy  Woods,  Bessie  Woods,  and  Joe 
Worth  Woods.  The  family  reside  at  1101  Cortland  street 
in  Houston  Heights. 

W'lLLiAM  A.  Taylor.  For  many  years  a  successful 
merchant  and  farmer  of  Kaufman  county,  William  A. 
Taylor  of  Kaufman  is  now  living  a  somewhat  retired 
life,  although"  his  financial  interests  still  bear  a  close 
relation  to  merchandise  and  banking,  in  addition  to 
which  he  is  extensively  connected  with  agriculture.  He 
came  to  Kaufman  county  in  1872,  a  young  man  of 
twenty-three  years,  with  a  poor  education  and  only  the 
experience  in  business  secured  on  the  farm.  He  was  in 
company  with  his  brother,  George  B.  Taylor,  and  the 
twain  drove  through  in  a  buggy  from  East  Texas,  seek- 
ing a  place  to  engage  in  business  where  their  small  cap- 
ital would  win  some  favor  and  be  able  to  compete  suc- 
cessfully in  the  marts  of  country  trade.  They  selected 
Prairieville,  in  Kaufman  county,  as  suitable  "for  them, 
and  there  opened  a  store  with  three  hundred  dollars' 
worth  of  goods,  the  business  being  established  under  the 
style  of  Taylor  Brothers. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  brothers  discovered  that 
their  limited  means  were  a  source  of  embarrassment  to 
them,  and  for  a  few  years  the  utmost  faith  in  their  sue 
cess  seemed  not  to  lie  in  the  patrons  of  their  community 
It  was  impossible  for  them  to  buy  everything  the  people 
needed  and  called  for,  and  this  tended  to  poi>iilarize 
their  competitors  there  or  elsewhere.  But  they  did 
tablish  a  standing  for  good  intentions  which  was  worth 
much  more,  and  the  economy  they  practiced  enabled 
them  to  reach  a  point  where  a  full  stock  could  be  carried 
and  all  the  wants  of  the  neighborhood  supplied.  From 
that  time  forward  their  success  was  assured.  Their  first 
stock  was  housed  in  a  building  18x20  feet,  which  prem- 
ises gradually  lengthened  to  ISO  feet  by  the  year  18S5 
and  housed  a  stock  that  was  a  satisfaction  for  the 
lirothers  to  contemplate. 

The  success  of  their  merchandise  venture  led  the  Tay- 
lor brothers  into  the  cattle  business,  and  after  a  number 


of  years  they  gathered  together  a  bunch  of  cattle  for  the 
free  grazing  adjacent  to  their  location.  The  gradual 
expansion  in  this  industry  led  to  the  purchase  of  the 
cheap  grass  lands  about  Prairieville,  and  they  became 
dealers  and  traders  as  well  as  growers  of  beef,  and  ulti- 
mately shippers  to  the  St.  Louis  market.  This  branch 
of  the  brothers'  business  was  encouraged,  and  continued 
until  1886,  when  they  curtailed  their  business  and  in- 
vested their  profits  in  lands  and  in  the  expansion  of  their 
business  interests  in  Kaufman. 

In  1886  the  brothers  moved  their  stock  to  Kaufman, 
Texas,  and  subsequently  erected  the  business  house  on 
Houston  street  in  which  W.  W.  Baird  &  Company  are 
now  doing  business.  They  continued  business  until  1895, 
when  they  sold  to  Erwin,  Spikes  &  Company.  After 
three  years  of  rest,  Taylor  &  Company  engaged  in  busi- 
ness and  witnessed  another  prosperous  business  era  of 
seventeen  years,  when  they  sold  their  interests  to  A. 
Miles  &  Company  and  retired  to  a  less  strenuous  life 
with  the  management  of  their  personal  affairs. 

The  influx  of  settlers  into  Kaufman  county  necessi- 
tated the  abandonment  of  grazing  and  the  opening  of 
farms,  and  Taylor  Brothers  entered  upon  a  period  of 
farm-making  which  has  not  j'et  been  finished,  although 
a  large  amount  of  their  former  pasture  is  now  producing 
cotton  and  grain.  They  have  under  cultivation  two  thou- 
sand acres,  with  ample  provisions  for  tenants,  and  are 
buying  and  selling  lands  from  time  to  time.  The  thirty 
families  which  do  the  work  involved  in  the  proper  care 
and  cultivation  of  such  a  domain  as  theirs  forms  a  pop- 
ulation sufficient  for  a  healthy  country  school,  and  the 
situation  is  in  agreeable  contrast  with  the  "old-time" 
cow  ranch  of  which  the  lands  of  the  brothers  were  once 
a  part. 

William  A.  Taylor  is  himself  a  director  of  the  First 
State  Bank  of  Kaufman  and  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  its  predecessor,  the  Citizens'  National  Bank,  which 
came  into  existence  in  1890  and  continued  until  1910. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  W.  W.  Baird 
&  Company.  His  home,  on  Houston  street,  the  popular 
and  exclusive  residence  street  of  the  city,  was  erected 
by  him  and  his  brother,  and  George  owns  an  elaborate 
modern  home  of  his  own  planning  and  building  not  far 
therefrom. 

William  A.  Taylor  was  born  in  Marshall  county, 
Texas,  August  27,  1849.  His  father,  B.  P.  Taylor,  went 
there  as  a  boy  from  the  state  of  Mississippi  in  1838. 
The  latter  was  a  ' '  runaway ' '  youth,  and  eventually  ac- 
quired capital  sufficient  to  engage  in  mercantile  pursuits 
fourteen  miles  west  of  Marshall.  He  became  the  pos- 
sessor of  a  farm  there,  and  owned  more  than  twenty 
negroes,  which  exempted  him  from  service  in  the  Con- 
fecierate  army  during  the  war.  He  won  financial  inde- 
pendence, but  permitted  his  good  nature  to  allow  him  to 
endorse  for  others,  and  died  in  1865  minus  his  former 
estate. 

E.  P.  Taylor  was  born  in  1818,  possessed  unusual  na- 
tive ability,  had  a  fair  education,  and  was  one  of  six 
children  of  his  parents.  He  had  a  half-brother,  James 
F.  Taylor,  who  spent  his  life  as  a  farmer  six  miles  east 
of  Marshall  and  who  was  once  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature. He  left  a  family  of  five  children.  The  children 
of  James  F.  Taylor  were'  as  follows:  Sallie.  who  married 
Eugene  Horton"  and  resides  at  Shreveport,  Louisiana; 
and  Ophelia,  the  wife  of  Capt.  W.  W.  Fields  of  Haskell, 
Texas.  The  sons  of  Mr.  Taylor  were:  Dr.  Howard,  of 
Marshall,  Texas;  ami  HoUis  and  Lewis,  also  of  that  city. 

William  A.  Taylor  was  married  in  Prairieville,  Texas, 
November  1,  1875,  his  wife  being  Miss  Florence  Anglin, 
whose  parents  came  to  Texas  from  Louisiana  and  died 
leaving  two  daughters:  Florence  and  Mattie.  Mrs. 
Taylor  grew  up  in  the  home  of  Capt.  E.  B.  Shaw,  one  of 
Texas'  nobleman  farmers  and  merchants,  of  Prairie- 
ville, once  sheriff  of  Kaufman  county,  and  for  four  years 
a  Confederate  soldier.  His  life  impressed  itself  upon 
bis  community  indelibly  and  was  an  example  worthy  of 
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emulation.  Mrs.  Taylor  was  eJiicatetl  as  Captain  Sbaw 's 
own  child.  She  and  her  husband  have  been  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  Eddie  G.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
C.  B.  Harton,  of  Kaufman,  and  the  mother  of  the  fol- 
lowing children :  Jean,  Carolton  and  Bill  Taylor,  Gladys 
and  Xina  are  the  younger  children.  Mr.  Taylor  has  kept 
away  from  political  entanglements.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church  for  forty  years,  doing 
his  duty  as  a  lay  and  oflSeial  member  thereof. 

George  B.  Taylor  was  born  in  Harrison  county,  Texas, 
April  26,  1851,  and  was  given  the  same  educational  ad- 
vantages as  his  brother,  whom  he  has  accompanied 
through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  a  long  and  honorable 
business  life.  His  mother  was  Almeda  Sanders,  daughter 
of  Richard  Sanders,  and  passed  away  before  her  hus- 
band. Their  children  were  as  follows:  Mrs.  Frances 
King,  whose  death  occurred  at  Weatherford,  Texas; 
Mrs.  Virginia  Cole,  a  resident  of  Hallville,  Texas;  Mrs. 
Eugenia  Lee,  who  makes  her  home  at  Gilmer,  Texas; 
Mr;;.  Nona  Davis,  a  resident  of  Longview,  Texas;  Robert 
P.  who  died  without  issue;  and  William  A.  and  George 
B.  of  Kaufman.  Robert  P.  T:iyl,.i,  Sr..  the  father  of 
the  foregoing  children,  mairii-.l  .Ifiiiiir  P.ird  for  his  sec- 
ond wife,  and  she  now  resides  in  Grei;g  county,  Texas, 
and  is  the  mother  of  Eugenia  and  Nona. 

George  B.  Taylor  was  married  in  Prairieville,  Texas, 
in  1876,  to  Miss  Mattie  Anglin,  who  was  reared  to  wom- 
anhood in  Louisiana,  The  children  who  have  been  born 
to  this  union  are  as  follows:  Cornelia,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Gregg  Powell,  of  Terrell,  Texas;  Miss  Alma, 
who  resides  at  Kaufman;  Essie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Paul 
Bond,  of  Terrell ;  and  Robert  Paul,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eleven  years. 

Like  his  brother,  Mr.  Taylor  has  eschewed  practical 
politics,  giving  his  support  to  democratic  policies  with- 
out much  ado.  He  has  ever  been  affiliated  with  church 
work  as  a  Methodist,  and  has  served  the  congregation  in 
Kaufman  many  years  as  a  steward.  He  is  a  Master 
mason  and  a  member  of  the  Chapter,  and  Past  Noble 
Grand  of  Oddfellowship. 

George  A.  Stambaugh.  The  death  of  his  father  when 
George  A.  Stambaugh  was  about  five  years  of  age  made 
it  necessary  that  the  latter  should  devote  a  large  por- 
tion of  his  early  youth  and  young  manhood  to  provid- 
ing for  his  widowed  mother  and  other  members  of  the 
family.  He  has  therefore  ex])erienced  neressity  and  hard- 
ship from  an  early  age,  ami  frnm  th;it  early  experience 
of  doing  more  than  was  ai-tiially  ncrssary  for  his  own 
support,  has  derived  a  splendid  (lisri|iliiic  and  practice 
whieh  has  no  doubt  been  largely  responsible  for  his 
present  position  as  head  of  the  largest  mercantile  house 
of  Hereford  in  Deaf  Smith  count.y. 

George  A.  Stambaugh  was  born  in  Collin  county, 
Texas,  April  1,  1864.  His  father  was  Jacob  R.  Stam- 
baugh, a  native  of  Penns.vlvania,  who  came  to  Texas  in 
1852,  from  Illinois,  where  he  had  been  a  resident  for  ten 
years,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Schuyler 
county.  Farming  and  stock  raising  was  his  occupation 
and  he  en.ioyed  a  fair  success.  He  was  a  Democrat  and 
member  of  the  Methodist  church.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  was  exempt  from  service  owing  to  ill  health.  His 
death  occurred  in  1869,  when  forty-one  years  of  age. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  Ann  Hopkins, 
whose  father  was  Dr.  G.  V.  Hopkins,  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky, from  which  state  he  moved  to  Illinois,  locating 
in  Fulton  county,  where  Mrs.  Stambaugh  was  married 
in  the  town  of  Astoria,  in  1851.  She  is  still  living,  being 
now  seventy-nine  years  of  age  and  residing  on  the  old 
home  place  in  I'Mllin  cnuiitv.  Of  the  seven  children,  one 
died  in  infan.v  an.lt  lir  .ith.-is  are  still  alive.  The  paternal 
ancestry  of  Mr.  si:ii,iliaii-h  was  German,  the  first  mem- 
bers of  the  family  liavirij.;  located  in  Pennsylvania.  On 
the  maternal  side  the  grandfather  was  a  Kentuckian 
and  the  grandmother  a  native  of  Ohio. 

George  A.   Stambaugh  was   the  fourth  in  the  family 


of  his  parents.  When  a  boy  he  attended  school  in  Collin 
county.  As  already  stated,  he  was  at  work  from  almost 
the  earliest  time  he  can  recollect,  and  from  the  age  of 
sixteen  to  twenty-eight  he  engaged  actively  in  farming 
in  the  northwestern  part  of  Collin  county.  He  then 
made  up  the  deficiencies  in  his  early  edu.  .ii  i..n  ami  ic 
ceived  a  course  in  the  academy  inCoIlm  rMnnu  wlan 
twenty-eight  years  of  age.  During  fcnii'  N.ai-  li..  was 
merchandising  in  Collin  countj-,  between  l~^!ir>  and  l^iiii, 
at  Roseland,  Texas,  and  in  January  of  the  latter  year 
moved  to  Deaf  Smith  county.  For  three  years  he  was  in 
the  grain  business  and  then  entered  into  a  partnership 
in  the  present  establishment,  his  three  partners  in  the 
.•.iii.crn  being  W.  H.  Patton,  J.  M.  Garner  and  A.  J. 
Li|is.onil..  .Ml  the  other  partners  have  since  dropped 
out  aii.l  .Mr.  Stambaugh  is  now  sole  proprietor  and  con- 
ducts what  is  easily  the  largest  store  with  the  : 
stock  of  general  nierc-haiidiso.  dry  goods,  notions, 
and  women's  furnisliniys  and  mi'llinery  in  Hereford  and 
Deaf  Smith  county.  The  store  has  floor  space  of  thirty 
by  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  and  six  clerks  are  em- 
ployed in  att<?nding  to  the"  trade.  Mr.  Stambaugh  is  also 
financially  interested  in  the  Dallas  Dry  Gooils  Company, 
which  is  a  new  wholesale  firm  whose  stockholders  are 
merchants    in    Te.xas    anil    sn^^lMlndlll^;    states. 

Mr.  Stambaugh  is  a  li.^iiHi.iat  (Mtlimit  official  aspira- 
tions. He  is  atHliate.l  witli  the  WoiMlmen  of  the  World 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  a 
deacon  in  the  Christian  church.  In  1895  in  Collin  county 
he  married  Inez  Harris,  who  was  born  in  Illinois,  reared 
in  Missouri,  being  a  daughter  of  James  T.  and  Lovisa 
Harris.  Their  one  son  is  George  V.  Stambaugh,  born  in 
Deaf  Smith  county,  June  14,  1901. 

Alfred  R.  Hamblen.  One  of  the  oldest  and  most 
distinguished  names  in  the  Harris  county  bar  is  that  of 
Hamblen.  The  late  Judge  W.  P.  Hamblen  made  a  dis- 
tinguished record  both  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  jurist  and 
was  a  man  of  exalted  character  and  his  name  stood  for 
the  finest  qualities  of  the  able  attorney  wherever  it  was 
known,  and  that  was  all  over  southern  Texas.  Two  sons 
of  the  late  Judge  Hamblen  now  continue  the  relations 
of  the  family  name  with  the  leeal  jirofession  at  Houston 
Of  these.  Alfred  R.  Hanil.l.Mi  is  t|,e  -eninr  menil  er  of 
the  firm  of  A.  R.  and  \V.  I'.  Ilanil.len.  ulm^e  .itlires 
are  in  the  Stewart  Building;  at  llmiMen.  Mr.  Ihuiil.len 
has  had  a  number  of  distinctions  m  the  course  of  his 
pr.actiee  ,is  :,  lawyer,  and  particularly  from  his  numerous 
a|.|ioinlnieiifs   as   special   .judge. 

Altre.l  K.  Hamblen  was  born  in  Houston  in  1877,  a 
son  of  the  late  William  P.  and  Isabella  T.  (Miller) 
Hamblen.  William  P.  Hamblen,  who  died  in  April, 
1911,  was  born  in  Indiana  in  1834,  came  to  Texas  in  the 
Spring  of  1848.  locating  in  Houston,  where  he  studied 
law,  and  with  his  admission  to  practice  on  June  21, 
1855,  began  a  career  which  for  nearly  half  a  century 
kept  him  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  Houston  lawyers,  and 
brought  him  many  enviable  successes.  In  1902  came  his 
election  to  the  office  of  .judge  of  the  district  court  of 
Harris  county,  and  he  presided  over  that  court  with  a 
.splendid  dignity  and  a  ripeness  of  judgment  which  made 
the  sessions  of  his  court  nnttible  for  their  exemplification 
of  the  fine-r  i|iialiTies  nf  ,  ,,iiit  i,,om  practice.  The  widow 
of  Judge  ll:,i,,l.|eii   ,v  siiM   liM,,!-. 

Alfred  K'.  llainlihn  i.,,Mv,.d  his  education  in  the 
Houston  schools.  Ili-  -tnWies  in  |.ie|..-ir.-iti..n  for  the 
practice  of  law  were  ,arnr.|  nii  under  In-  latlier's  direc- 
tion and  in  the  (illir,.  .,t'  niitrliin-iin  ,v  Srin-,  ;ind  later 
with  Hutchinson,  Cainiiliell  c'^  Sears.  The  latter  was  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  legal  eoniliin.irions  of  its  time 
in  south  Texas.  His  admission  te  tlie  bar  came  in 
1897.  He  at  once  began  praitiee  in  partnership  with 
his  father,  under  the  firm  name  of  W.  P.  and  A.  R. 
Hamblen.  The  elevation  of  Judge  Hamblen  to  the 
bench  in  1902  interrupted  their  active  relations  as  j^rt- 
ners.  and  at  that  time  W.  P.  Hamblen,  Jr.,  came  into 
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the    firm    and    it    has    since    been    continued    under    the 
title  of  A.  E.  &  W.  P.  Hamblen. 

Probably  no  other  member  of  the  Harris  county  bar 
has  been  so  frequently  selected  from  the  private  walks 
of  the  profession  for  duty  as  special  judge.  Mr.  Ham- 
blen has  served  in  all  the  local  courts  in  that  capacity, 
three  times  in  the  county  court,  and  four  times  in  the 
district  court.  He  is  well  known  fraternally,  belonging 
to  the  Benevolent  and  PTotective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Houston  Turn  Verein,  and  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose. 
Mr.  Hamblen  was  married  in  1904  to  Mrs.  Mlinnie  E. 
Matthews,  a  daughter  of  John  Lynch  of  Galveston. 
They  have  their  home  at  1920  Leeland  Street. 

Hon.  Cornelius  Ware  Robinson.  The  present  judge 
of  the  criminal  district  court  pf  Harris  county  got  his 
training  in  the  law  while  engaged  in  farming  in  one  of 
the  south  Texas  counties.  He  has  been  a  hard  worker 
all  his  life,  and  it  was  a  steadfast  ambition  which  led 
him  from  the  restricted  field  of  agriculture  to  the 
higher  sphere  of  the  law  and  life. 

Born  November  22,  1863,  at  Point  Blank,  in  Polk 
county,  but  now  in  San  Jacinto  county,  Texas,  Judge 
Robinson  is  a  son  of  Henry  Ware  and  Annie  (Goodall) 
Robinson.  He  is  a  descendant  of  prominent  Alabama 
and  Tennessee  families.  His  great-uncle  was  Judge 
Todd  Robinson,  who  rose  to  distinction  as  a  member  of 
the  Texas  bar,  from  this  state  moved  out  to  California, 
where  he  was  elevated  to  the  bench  and  became  chief 
justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  California.  Henry 
Ware  Robinson  was  born  in  Alabama,  came  to  Texas 
about  1855,  settling  at  Point  Blank  in  what  was  then 
Polk  county,  and  as  a  business  man  was  a  planter  and 
stock  raiser.  During  the  war  he  went  to  the  front  with 
a  Texas  regiment,  and  after  the  struggle  was  over  re- 
turned and  took  up  the  quiet  vocations  of  country  life. 
Annie  (Goodall)  Bobinson  was  of  a  Tennessee  family, 
whose  members  were  long  prominent  in  that  state. 

Judge  Robinson  was  educated  at  the  Agricultural  and 
Mechanical  College  in  Bryan  and  in  Baylor  XTniversity 
while  located  at  Independence,  Texas.  He  became  a 
farmer,  and  while  looking  after  his  farm  and  providing 
for  his  little  household  he  applied  himself  diligently 
to  the  study  of  law  at  night,  and  at  all  leisure  inter- 
vals, and  by  continuing  this  dual  occupation  was  quali- 
fied and  admitted  to  the  bar  in  March,  1887.  He  at  once 
began  practice  at  Cold  Springs  in  San  Jacinto  county, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  bar  there  until  1903.  Since 
then  he  has  had  his  home  and  practice  in  Houston, 
and  became  associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Hume,  Robin- 
son &  Hume.  His  partnership  continued  until  April 
1,  1910,  when  Governor  Campbell  appointed  him  judge 
of  the  criminal  district  court  of  Harris  county  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  of  Judge  Ed.  R.  Campbell.  Such 
was  his  record  on  the  bench  during  those  two  years,  that 
in  1912  he  was  chosen  at  the  regular  election  for  the 
term  of  four  years.  Judge  Robinson  enjoys  a  repu- 
tation for  broad  learning  and  absolute  impartiality  as  a 
judge,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  the  members  of 
the  Harris  county  bar. 

Fraternally  he  is  a  Master  Mason,  and  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Lodge  No.  151  of  Houston 
Elks,  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  and  the  Houston  Turn 
Verein. 

At  Galveston  in  18S2  Judge  Robinson  married  Miss 
Annie  Bell  Dorroh,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Dorroh  of 
Mississippi.  Her  mother  was  a  descendant  of  Caesar 
Rodney,  who  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  declaration  of 
independence.  The  judge  and  wife  have  two  daughters, 
Jimmie  Lea,  who  is  the  wife  of  E.  L.  Stephens  of 
Houston;  and  Mary  Louise,  who  married  Fagin  Burch 
of  Houston.  The  home  of  the  Judge  and  family  is  in 
Montrose. 


M.\rion  F.  H.4MM0XD.  Texas  has  upwards  of  two 
hundred  counties,  but  not  one  of  them  has  a  sheriff 's 
office  administered  with  greater  efficiency  of  system  than 
that  of  Harris  county.  The  present  sheriff  of  Harris 
county  is  Marion  F.  Hammond,  who  took  up  his  du- 
ties after  his  election  in  1912,  and  who  has  made  a 
remarkable  record  in  the  handling  of  the  important 
duties  entrusted  to  the  sheriff  under  Texas  state  laws. 
Mr.  Hammond  saw  a  long  term  of  service  on  the  Hous- 
ton police  force,  and  for  some  years  did  outside  work 
for  a  large  and  prominent  firm  of  lawyers.  This  experi- 
ence gave  him  unusual  qualification  for  his  present 
office,  which  he  conducts  along  the  lines  of  modern  busi- 


Marion  F.  Hammond  was  born  at  Kosse,  Limestone 
county,  Texas,  July  22,  1872.  His  parents  were  Benja- 
min Franklin  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Burns)  Hammond. 
His  father  came  to  Texas  in  1856  from  Yalobusha 
county,  Mississippi,  settling  at  Kosse  as  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Limestone  county,  and  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock  raising.  He  was  married  in  1857,  and  four 
years  later  left  his  home  to  enter  the  service  of  the 
Confederate  army.  He  was  fighting  on  the  side  of  the 
south  all  through  the  war,  and  then  returned  to  his 
old  home  at  Kosse,  where  he  has  continued  to  reside  on 
the  homestead  and  is  one  of  the  venerable  pioneer 
residents  of  that  vicinity,  being  now  in  his  eighty-third 
year.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Judge  Burns,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Limestone  county.  She  is  now  living 
in  her  seventy-ninth  year. 

Sheriff  Hammond  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Kosse.  His  early  training  was  on  the  home  farm, 
and  he  lived  with  his  parents  until  twenty-one,  at  which 
time  he  started  out  as  an  independent  "farmer  in  that 
vicinity.  In  September,  1897,  he  moved  to  the  City  of 
Houston,  and  during  the  following  season  put  in  a  crop 
and  carried  on  general  farming  in  the  vicinity.  After 
that  came  his  appointment  as  a  member  of  the  police 
force,  and  his  service  in  the  department  continued  for 
five  and  a  half  years.  He  resigned  in  order  to  go  into 
railroad  train  service,  and  followed  that  work  about  one 
year.  The  large  law  firm  of  Lovejoy  &  Malevinsky  at 
Houston  then  engaged  him  to  attend  to  their  outside 
work,  and  he  continued  as  their  representative  in  the 
performance  of  many  responsible  and  delicate  tasks, 
for  eight  years.  In  the  fall  of  1910  Mr.  Hammond 
resigned  his  position  with  the  law  firm  in  order  to 
make  the  campaign  for  sheriff  of  Harris  county.  He 
was  defeated  in  that  year,  but  in  1912  was  again  a 
candidate,  and  was  elected  by  a  handsome  majority 
against  four  other  candidates.  Since  taking  office  he 
has  proved  his  fitness  for  the  position  and  the  opinion 
of  attorneys  composing  the  Harris  county  bar  is  quite 
unanimous" to  the  effect  that  the  sheriff's  office  of  Harris 
county  under  Sheriff  Hammond  is  the  best  conducted 
in  the  entire  state. 

Mr.  Hammond  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles,  be- 
longs to  the  local  lodge  of  Masons,  the  K.  of  P.,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  the 
Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  the  Knights  of  the  Macca- 
bees, the  Tribe  of  Ben  Hur,  the  Grand  Fraternity,  and 
the  Houston  Turnverein. 

In  1895  occurred  his  marriage  with  Miss  Pearl  Win- 
field,  a  daughter  of  W.  J.  Winfield,  of  Kosse.  They 
are  the  parents  of  five  children,  afe  follows:  Eldred, 
who  has  manifested  special  inclination  for  art  work  and 
is  now  at  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts  in  Chicago ;  Marion, 
now  a  student  in  Baylor  College  at  Belton;  and  Gladys, 
Janice,  and  Hope,  all  at  home.  The  family  residence 
is  at  the  foot  of  Capitol  Avenue  in  Houston. 

Joseph  Alexander  Kemp.  That  a  city  may  become 
great  in  its  facilities  and  commercial  service  to  a  large 
scope  of  country  all  through  the  vitalizing  energy  of  one 
man  is  the  conspicuous  fact  in  the  career  of  Joseph  A. 
Kemp  and  Wichita  Falls.     There  is  hardly  one  of  the 
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larger  institutions  and  enterprises  of  this  city  upon  which 
and  with  which  the  name  and  intluenee  of  Mr.  Kemp  has 
not  either  now  or  at  some  time  been  impressed  and  asso- 
ciated. That  a  community  should  be  what  it  is  largely 
as  a  result  of  one  man's  life  and  activities  is  perhaps 
the  highest  tribute  possible  to  pay  to  human  individuality. 
Mr.  Kemp  has  had  a  career  tj'pical  of  many  successful 
Americans.  He  started  out  in  life  a  poor  boy,  but  pos- 
sessed peculiar  qualities  and  abilities  in  a  business  way, 
and  was  hardly  of  age  when  he  had  become  a  factor  in 
local  business  circles.  He  has  been  oflBcially  connected 
with  a  dozen  or  more  successful  enterprises,  including 
railroads,  in  and  about  Wichita  Falls,  and  he  is  known 
all  over  the  state  of  Texas  for  his  energy  and  also  for 
his  modest  manner.  Though  a  man  who  has  attained 
almost  the  summit  of  success,  Mr.  Kemp  is  still  a  loyal 
and  every  day  citizen  of  Wichita  Falls,  and  has  no  de- 
sire to  leave  the  scene  of  his  many  successes  for  life  in 
the  larger  metropolitan  centers  of  the  world. 

Joseph  Alexander  Kemp  was  born  at  Clifton  in  Bosque 
county,  Texas,  .July  31,  1861,  a  son  of  William  T.  and 
Emma  F.  (Stinnett)  Kemp.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Tennessee,  came  to  Texas  when  a  young  man  before  the 
in  18.56,  locating  in  McClennan  county,  after- 
ing  tn  Clifton,  where  for  many  years  he  was 
.\vn  ;ind  respected  merchant  and  citizen.  He 
1  .1-  tax  assessor  of  Bosque  county,  and  died  at 
all-.  Ti'xas,  in  1S91  at  the  age  of  fifty-two. 
f  CimI  war  lie  riilisfcd  liis  services  with  the 
•y  anil  «a\\  a  Inim  aii.l  ai.liicnis  service,  includ- 
ing many  iH.taMc  liaitl.-,  hut  wriit  through  the  war 
without  wounds  nr  .ai'tnir,  an^l  at  its  close  returned  to 
his  regular  business  in  Bosque  county.  His  wife,  who 
was  a  native  of  Missouri,  where  her  people  were  pioneer 
settlers,  came  to  Texas  when  she  was  a  girl,  and  from 
Grayson  county  moved  to  Bosque  county,  where  she  com- 
]iletc,|  h.M-  fdnratiiin  and  was  married.  She  is  still  living 
at  WirhiTa  TalN,  and  is  a  fine  old  lady  who  easily  bears 
the  uiiyl.t  cil  lier  seventy-three  years.  She  was  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters, 
of  whom  Joseph  A.  was  the  oldest. 

He  grew  up  in  Bosque  county,  had  the  usual  amount 
of  schooling  in  the  common  schools,  graduating  from  the 
high  school  at  Clifton  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  become  more  or  less  familiar  with 
merchandising  through  his  vacation  periods  of  work  in 
his  father's  establishment,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
undertook  his  first  independent  venture  as  a  merchant, 
opening  a  stock  of  goods  at  Clifton,  and  conducting  the 
business  successfully,  until  at  the  end  of  two  years  he 
accepted  an  excellent  offer  to  sell.  Then,  in  1883,  he 
came  to  Wichita  Falls,  a  town  which  was  very  small  at 
the  time,  the  Ft.  Worth  and  Denver  City  Railway  having 
only  recently  been  completed,  and  he  thus  became  one  of 
the  pioneers  in  laying  the  foundations  of  the  present 
city,  and  has  been  very  closely  identified  with  all  the 
work  of  rearing  the  superstructure  of  this  city  as  a 
commercial  center  of  North  Texas.  His  first  enterprise 
was  the  establishment  of  a  small  stock  of  general  mev 
chandise,  and  he  was  one  of  the  early  merchants  in  tlic 
village.  His  store  was  located  on  Ohio  Street,  ami  was 
one  of  the  typical  establishments  of  its  kind,  at  least  In 
general  appearance,  although  there  was  probably  no 
other  business  man  in  Wichita  Falls  at  that  time  who 
possessed  so  much  resource  and  ambition  as  young  Kemp. 
After  several  years  of  successful  merchandising  he  sold 
out  in  1887,  and  then  spent  several  years  in  looking  over 
the  field  preparatory  to  his  next  venture.  In  1890,  was 
established  the  J.  A.  Kemp  wholesale  grocery  company, 
an  enterprise  which  had  been  established  some  time  be- 
fore by  C.  C.  White.  Under  his  control  the  wholesale 
grocery  business  prospered  exceedingly,  and  continued 
to  flourish  and  develop  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
Kemp  until  it  was  doing  a  business  of  more  than  a  mil- 
lion dollars  each  year.  At  the  same  time  branches  were 
established  in  different  parts  of  the  western  part  of  the 


state,  and  the  success  of  this  establishment  has  been  one 
ot  the  corner  stones  of  Wichita  Falls'  importance  in 
trade  circles  of  north  Texas.  In  the  latter  part  of  1903, 
.\lr.  Kemp  sold  his  controlling  interest  in  the  grocery 
(■oiiipany  to  Mr.  Blair  and  Mr.  Hughes,  but  still  has  stock 
in  the  liusiness  and  is  its  vice  president.  The  grocery 
house  has  continued  to  prosper  under  its  present  manage- 
ment and  now  has  branches  in  all  the  leading  trade 
centers  of  the  southwest,  including  a  branch  house  in 
Dallas,  Texas. 

Probably  at  the  present  time  and  in  years  to  come 
the  work  of  Mr.  Kemp  of  greatest  importance  to  Wichita 
Falls  and  surrounding  territory  will  be  his  activity  as  a 
builder  and  promoter  of  railroads.  He  has  become  in- 
terested m  railroad  construction  before  leaving  the  whole- 
sale grocery  business,  and  since  then  has  devoted  much 
of  his  time  and  ability  along  this  line.  His  first  venture 
was  the  organization  of  a  company,  and  the  building  of 
a  railroad  from  Henrietta  to  Wichita  Falls,  this  beino- 
the  second  railroad  built  into  Wichita  Falls.  He  served 
as  president  of  the  road  for  many  years.  Under  his 
management,  it  was  extended  four  hundred  and  thirty 
miles,  and  was  an  enterprise  of  which  every  citizen  of 
Wichita  Falls  was  very  proud.  These  lines  embrace 
what  is  known  as  the  Wichita  Falls  &  Northwestern 
R.  R.  extending  from  Wichita  Falls  to  Forgan,  Okla- 
homa, a  distance  of  three  hundred  and  three  miles  and 
the  Wichita  Falls  &  Wellington  R.  R.  from  Altus,  Okla- 
homa to  Wellington,  Texas,  and  also  a  line  known  as 
The  Wichita  Falls  &  Southern  extending  from  Wichita 
Falls  to  Newcastle  in  Young  County,  known  as  The 
Young  County  Coal  Fields.  Mr.  Kemp  was  President 
during  the  promotion  and  construction  of  all  these  lines 
and  remained  President  until  1911,  at  which  time  these 
properties  were  acquired  by  the  M.  K.  T.  R.  R.,  Mr. 
Kemp,  however,  remaining  as  vice  president  of  all  these 

In  1890  the  City  National  Bank  of  Wichita  Falls  was 
organized  and  in  1891,  Mr.  Kemp  as  one  of  its  organizers 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  president,  a  position  which 
he  has  filled  to  the  present  time.  The  capital  and  surplus 
of  this  well  known  bank  now  aggregates  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  it  is  easily  one  of  the  strongest 
financial  concerns  of  North  Texas.  Mr.  Kemp  is  presi- 
dent, P.  P.  Lanford  is  vice  president,  Wiley  Blair  is  also 
vice  president,  C.  W.  Snider  is  cashier,  and  W.  L.  Rob- 
ertson is  assistant  cashier.  It  is  a  model  institution  of 
its  kind,  and  its  quarters  are  the  entire  first  floor  of  the 
Kemp-Kell   office  building  in  Wichita   Falls. 

Mr.  Kemp  is  vice  president  of  the  Blair-Hughes 
wholesale  grocery  company  of  which  he  was  the  founder 
and  for  so  many  years  active  as  its  president.  It  was 
his  success  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business  which  gave 
Mr.   Kemp  his  first   great  start. 

The  Wichita  Falls  Traction  Company  owes  its  incep- 
tion and  construction  to  Jlr.  Kemp,  and  is  a  first-class 
electric  line  affording  good  urban  transportation  facili- 
ties, and  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  equipped  properties 
nt  its  kind  in  the  state.  This  road  was  built  and  opened 
in  mill,  and  ;\lr.  Kemp  has  been  its  president  since  it 
started.  The  main  line  of  the  svstem  operates  between 
Wirliita  Falls  and  the  beantifnl'  Lake  Wichita.  Along 
the  route  of  this  electric  line  is  lo.ated  the  plant  of  the 
Wichita  Falls  Window  i;la-s  ta.tnn'.  and  also  of  the 
Wichita  Bottle  Manufartnnn-  (  i.n.i.any.  These  manu- 
factures have  proved  iiiiportaut  additions  to  Wichita 
Falls'  growing  importance  as  an  industrial  center,  and 
were  both  organized  and  brought  to  successful  issue  by 
Mr.  Kemp.  The  plants  manufacture  high  grade  of 
wares,  eiii|ilny  a  iininlier  of  expert  workmen,  and  repre- 
sent a  laii^e  ni\i-tnieiit  of  capital.  Mr.  Kemp  is  presi- 
dent  of   li.itli    r,iin|iaiiies. 

Through  liis  iiistniiiientality  has  also  been  brought  to 
Wichita  Falls  an  industr,y  which  has  alread.y  given  this 
city  a  reputation  throughout  the  west  and  in  various 
parts  of  the  entire  country.     This  is  the  Wichita  Motor 
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Truck  Company,  an  entirely  new  enterprise  for  Texas. 
The  company  confines  its  output  entirely  to  trucks,  and 
the  Wichita  trucks  have  already  established  themselves 
in  the  favor  of  users  all  over  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  Mr.  Kemp  is  president  of  the  company.  He 
is  also  president  of  the  W-ichita  Falls  Water  Company, 
and  is  president  of  the  Lake  Wichita  Irrigation  and 
Water  Company,  which  was  organized  by  him  in  1901 
and  is  one  of  the  largest  irrigation  undertakings  in  this 
part  of  the  state.  Through  his  success  in  carrying  out 
this  irrigation  enterprise,  Mr.  Kemp  first  became  promi- 
nent as  a  pioneer  in  industrial  affairs,  and  larger  con- 
structive enterprises. 

With  regard  to  the  project,  which  involved  the  im- 
pounding of  the  waters  of  Holliday  Creek  and  the  mak- 
ing of  an  immense  artificial  lake,  three  thousand  acres 
in  extent,  Mr.  Kemp  had  complete  confidence  in  the  mat- 
ter, but  had  to  endure  a  great  deal  of  suspicion  and 
apathy  before  he  could  get  the  undertaking  well  under 
way.  It  was  regariled  as  one  of  those  visionary  schemes 
in  which  a  great  deal  of  capital  might  be  sunk  and  from 
which  the  material  benefits  would  never  be  great.  How- 
ever, Mr.  Kemp  finally  succeeded  in  enlisting  the  aid  of 
outside  capital,  did  much  of  the  preliminary  work  him- 
self, mid  finally  jiroduced  a  body  of  water  which  in  itself 
i.s  ail  .iitNiri  I'.i'.  feature  of  this  vicinity,  and  affords  water 
111  iMl.i;i'<  \, lined  at  many  thousands  of  dollars  every 
year  tn  the  farmers  in  this"  locality.  Through  his  success 
"in  this  enterprise,  Mr.  Kemp  may  properly  be  regarded 
as  one  of  the  pioneers  in  irrigation  in  north  Texas,  and 
the  Lake  Wichita  project  has  without  doubt  influenced 
many  similar  enterprises  undertaken  in  different  sec- 
tions   of    the    semi-arid    regions    of    the    western    plain 


Mr.  Kemp  is  president  of  the  Wichita  Falls  &  South- 
ern Life  Insurance  Company.  He  is  president  of  the 
Floral  Heights  Realty  Company,  a  company  which  has 
laid  out  a  subdivision  of  beautiful  home  sites  within  the 
city  limits  of  Wichita  Falls.  The  company  platted  and 
has  sold  for  homes  over  eight  hundred  lots,  fifty  by  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  and  this  entire  tract  is  within 
easy  access  of  the  carline. 

One  of  the  enterprises  in  which  Mr.  Kemp  may  prop- 
erly take  great  pride  is  the  Model  oflace  building,  which 
he  and  his  partner  Mr.  Kell  constructed,  and  which  is  a 
building  of  such  size  and  accommodation  and  modern 
facilities  as  would  be  a  credit  to  any  city  in  this  state. 
Mr  Kemp  is  president  of  the  company  which  con- 
structed and  owns  the  Kemp-Kell  Building,  and  Mr. 
Kell  is  vice  president.  This  building  occupies  50x150  ft., 
is  six  stories  high,  and  has  every  convenience  and  fea- 
ture of  the  modern  metropolitan  otfice  building. 

These  are  the  more  important  undertakings  m  which 
Mr.  Kemp  has  engaged  in  line  with  his  purpose  to  make 
Wichita  Falls  one  of  the  leading  commenial  and  linsinoss 
centers  of  Texas.  It  is  a  distinctly  WMitliv  ainlntinn 
and  the  more  so  because  in  his  success  h,-  i-  \MiikiiiL;  not 
less  for  the  citv  than  for  himself.  As  »ill  ir;iilil.v  he 
understood  from  this  brief  review  of  his  active  business 
career  Mr.  Kemp  has  had  little  time  for  public  affairs, 
and  has  never  been  in  any  sense  a  politician.  However, 
■when  he  was  twentv-two  years  old  he  was  appointed  to 
the  office  of  county  treasurer  of  Wichita  county,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  his  appointed  term  was  elected  for  two 
successive  terms  to  the  same  office.  Since  then  he  has 
been  too  busy  to  accept  any  preferment  from  his  party, 
although  he  "is  and  always  has  been  a  loyal  Deniocrat. 
Fraternally  his  associations  are  with  the  Masonic  bodies, 
in  which  he  has  attained  to  the  Thirty-Second  degree^ 
Shrine  with  the  Knights  of  Pvthias,  and  the  Benevolent 
'and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  one  of  the  directors 
in  the  Wichita  Falls  Chamber  of  Commerce.  His  church 
is  the  old  school  Presbyterian.  . 

On  October  18,  1882,  at  Clifton,  Mr.  Kemp  married 
Miss  Flora  Anderson,  a  native  of  Texas  and  a  daughter 
of  Captain  and  Mrs.  Mary    (Eobinson  McLennan)   An- 


derson. Captain  AUen  Anderson  was  a  well  known  pio- 
neer and  Indian  fighter,  and  did  much  service  on  the 
frontier  during  the  early  days  in  protecting  life  and 
property  of  the  settlers.  He  was  accidentally  killed  by 
a  member  of. his  own  company  while  engaged  in  a  fight 
with  Indians  on  the  western  border.  Mrs.  Kemp 's 
mother  was  a  daughter  of  the  McLennan  for  whom  Mc- 
Lennan county  was  named,  and  was  one  of  the  very 
prominent  pioneers  in  central  Texas.  The  five  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kemp  were  Emma  Sibyl,  ;Mary 
Jewel,  Flora  Charlotte,  Bertha  May,  and  Joseph  Ander- 
son. The  first,  born  in  ISSo  at  Wichita  Falls,  is  a  grad- 
uate of  St.  Mary's  College  at  Dallas,  and  also  a  gradu- 
ate in  the  languages  and  music  from  the  University  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Xewton 
Maer,  of  Wichita  Falls,  and  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Joseph  Kemp  Maer,  who  was  born  in  Wichita  Falls. 
Miss  Mary  Jewel  was  born  in  1887  at  Wichita  Falls,  and 
is  a  graduate  of  St.  Mary's  College  of  Dallas,  .\liss 
Flora,  born  in  1893  at  Wichita  Falls,  died  at  Detroit, 
Michigan,  in  1911,  after  a  long  illness  of  typhoid  fever. 
Miss  Bertha,  born  at  Wichita  Falls  in  1888,  graduated 
from  St.  Mary 's  College,  is  now  in  a  private  school  in 
St.  Louis.  Joseph  Anderson  Kemp,  born  at  Wichita 
Falls  in  1904,  is  in  school.  Mr.  Kemp  and  his  family 
reside  in  one  of  the  most  palatial  homes  in  Wichita 
Falls.  It  has  recently  been  completed  and  is  situated 
in  the  Hill  district,  the  most  exclusive  residence  portion 
of  the  city. 

Horace  Baldwin  Eice.  As  a  civic  honor  few  men 
would  desire  one  more  distinctive  and  more  likely  to  be 
associated  with  favorable  comment  in  later  years  than 
that  of  being  the  first  mayor  of  Houston  under  the  com- 
mission form  of  government.  A  charter  on  the  commis- 
sion plan,  but  somewhat  different  from  the  original  Gal- 
veston organic  law,  was  granted  to  Houston  on  March  IS, 
1905.  At  the  first  city  election  under  the  new  charter 
Horace  Baldwin  Rice  was  elected  head  of  the  commission, 
and  titular  mayor.  At  every  recurring  two  years  he  was 
re-elected,  and  continued  at  the  head  of  the  city  govern- 
ment until  1913,  at  which  time  he  declined  to  become  a 
candidate  for  further  honors.  The  progress  of  Houston  as 
a  municipality,  including  the  remarkable  reforms  in  its 
methods  of  handling  business,  in  the  efficiency  of  its  tax- 
collecting  system,  and  in  a  general  strengthening  and 
concentration  of  municipal  powers,  Baldwin  Eice  will 
always  have  a  large  share  of  the  honors  which  go  to  the 
city  at  large. 

Horace  Baldwin  Eice  was  born  at  Houston,  March  28, 
1861,  being  one  of  the  younger  children  of  Frederick 
Allen  and  Charlotte  (Baldwin)  Eice.  On  both  his  fath- 
er 's  and  mother 's  side  he  is  descended  from  American 
Eevolutionary  stock,  and  the  ancestry  is  a  mingling  of 
Scotch-Irish  and  English.  One  of  his  great-grandfathers, 
named  Hall,  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Lexington  in 
1775,  but  lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  three  years  old, 
and  spent  all  his  life  in  Massachusetts.  Frederick  Allen 
Eice,  father  of  Mayor  Eice,  was  born  in  Massachusetts, 
moved  to  Houston,  Texas,  in  1850,  and  for  many  years 
was  identified  with  mercantile  and  railroad  duties.  He 
was  one  of  the  builders  of  the  old  Houston  and  Texas 
Central  Eailroad,  and  one  of  the  men  who  were  largely 
responsible  for  making  Houston  the  commercial  metropo- 
lis of  the  southeastern  quarter  of  the  state.  Frederick  A. 
Bice  died  in  1901  at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  He  was  a 
brother  of  the  late  William  M.  Eice,  founder  of  the  Rice 
Institute  at  Houston.  Charlotte  (Baldwin)  Eice,  mother 
of  Baldwin  Eice,  was  born  in  New  York  state.  Her 
father,  Horace  Baldwin,  was  a  brother-in-law  to  A.  C. 
Allen,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  original  townsite,  and  a 
founder  of  the  city  of  Houston  in  1836.  Horace  Baldwin 
himself  located  in  Texas  in  1840.  and  was  engaged  in  the 
transportation  business  along  the  Gulf  coast,  and  from 
Houston  down  the  Bayou.  In  1844  he  was  honored  with 
election  to  the  office  of  mayor  at  Houston.     There  were 
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seven  sons  ami  three  daughters  in  the  family  of  Frederick 
A.  Eice  and  wife,  of  whom  the  oldest  is  Col.  J.  S.  Rice, 
the  wellkuowu  capitalist  and  banker  of  Houston. 

The  early  education  of  Horace  Baldwin  Eice  was  at- 
tained chiefly  in  the  Texas  Military  Institute  at  Austin, 
and  on  leaving  school  he  went  into  the  cattle  and  cotton 
business.  After  some  time  spent  as  a  cattle  raiser,  he  re- 
ceived his  first  political  office  as  public  weigher  of  cotton 
for  Harris  county,  an  office  which  he  (illeil  until  1S96.  At 
the  same  time  his  interest  in  the  cattle  busines.s  continued. 

His  achievements  as  mayor  of  Houston  have  over- 
shadowed some  of  his  earlier  services  in  behalf  of  the 
public  welfare.  Prom  1892  to  189(5,  a  period  of  four  and 
a  half  years,  he  was  one  of  the  county  commissioners  of 
Harris  'county.  During  that  time  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners constructed  the  first  paved  highway  in  Harris 
county.  That  road  was  built  uuder  a  special  road  act, 
and  was  a  practical  beginning  of  the  many  fine  shell  and 
macadam  roads  which  now  stretch  out  in  every  direction 
about  Houston  and  over  Harris  county.  In  1896  Mr.  Eice 
was  elected  mayor  of  Houston  under  the  old  municipal 
form  of  government  and  served  until  1898.  From  the 
close  of  his  term  as  mayor  until  1905  he  was  closely 
identified  with  the  cattle  industry.  After  his  first  election 
under  the  new  city  charter  in  1905,  Mr.  Eice  was  re- 
elected in  1907,  1909,  and  1911,  .so  that  he  was  at  the 
head  of  Houston  city  government  for  eight  years. 

In  1901  Mr.  Rice  was  appointed  by  the  probate  court 
of  Harris  county  as  administrator  for  the  estate  of  the 
late  William  M.  Eice,  his  uncle.  The  administration  of 
this  large  estate  has  taken  much  of  his  time  ever  since. 

Mr.  Rice  is  president  of  the  Suburban  Homestead  Com- 
pany and  vice  president  of  the  Houston  Ice  and  Brewing 
Company.  He  is  a  student  nf  municipal  affairs  and  a 
man  whose  broad  information  ;i)id  iilnlity  as  a  social  and 
civic  leader  enabled  him  t.i  lill  In^  oliin-  :is  mayor  with 
distinction  as  well  as  with  ,.|ii.i.Miry.  Mi:  K'l.-,.  lias  mem- 
bership in  manv  social  runl  f  r.-itcniiil  (.i  LiaiiiAitious,  in- 
cluding the  Houston  Club,  the  llniiston  ('ouiitiy  Club, 
the  Thalian  Club  of  Houston,  and  also  belongs  to  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  Lodge  No.  151, 
and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  at  Houston.  In  1883 
occurred  his  marriage  with  Miss  Georgia  Dumble.  Her 
father  was  the  late  George  Dumble,  a  native  of  Canada, 
who  came  to  Houston  about  1850,  and  was  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  influence  and  standing  in  the  community. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  reside  at  1916  Main  street,  and  his 
business  offices  are  in  the  Union  National  Bank  Building. 

Alois  E.  Miller.  State  and  County  Tax  Assessor, 
Houston,  Texas,  is  by  virtue  of  long  service  in  public 
office  in  close  touch  with  the  people  and  affairs  generally 
in  his  locality.  Back  of  his  public  service  his  record  is 
that  of  an  honorable,  upright  citizen,  and  his  whole  life 
has  b.'cii  siMMif   in  Harris  county. 

Ml.  Milln  \\;is  Imni  iit  Houston,  January  4,  1859,  son 
of  Nnloi  aihl  l.is.-iti'  I  I'lessman)  MiUer.  His  father,  a 
nativr  ol  Als:i' ■'  l.orKiiiie,  came  to  America  in  1844  and 
took  up  his  residence  at  Houston,  where  he  was  for  years 
occujiied  as  a  contracting  painter.  During  the  war  of 
the  Reliellion  he  took  up  arms  in  defense  of  the  Con- 
federate cause,  and  as  a  member  of  Company  B,  Waul's 
Legion,  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  endured  exposure 
which  resulted  in  his  death  in  1867.  Mr.  Miller's 
mother  was  a  native  of  Saxony.  She  came  with  her 
parents  to  this  country  about  1844,  either  just  before 
or  soon  after  the  arrival  of  Isidor  Miller,. and  from  her 
fifth  year  was  reared  in  Houston.  Here  she  spent  her 
life.  a"nd  passed  away  in  1905.  Her  parents  did  not  long 
survive  their  removal  to  this  new  country;  both  died  in 
1845.  Isidor  and  Lisette  (Plessman)  Miller  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  only  three  are  now 
living:  Alois,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch;  Isidor 
J.,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  San  Antonio  &  Aransas 
Pass  Railroad  Company,  and  Laura,  wife  of  M.  E.  For- 
ney, of  Houston. 


The  son  of  foreign  born  parents  ami  one  of  a  large 
family  of  children,  in  a  new  country  and  in  a  time  of 
civil  war,  Alois  E.  Miller  had  limited  advantages  for 
obtaining  an  education.  His  father's  death  made  it 
necessary  for  the  youth  at  the  age  of  nine  years  to  assist 
in  earning  a  livelihood.  From  his  ninth  to  his  eleventh 
year  he  sold  papers  on  the  streets.  Then  he  became 
"devil"  in  the  office  of  the  old  Telegraph,  which  later 
was  changed  to  the  TcJegram.  In  the  office  of  this  paper 
he  learned  typesetting  at  the  case,  and  until  1880  was 
comijosit.ir  for  tlic  Tiltflram.  Close  confinement  in  the 
office  broiiylif  on  ill  health  and,  in  seeking  outdoor  life, 
he  took  up  fariiiiiig  at  Bear  Creek,  Harris  county,  in 
which  he  was  engaged  until  1885.  The  next  two  years 
he  was  a  locomotive  fireman  on  the  H.  &  T.  C.  E.  E., 
after  which  he  returned  to  his  earlier  vocation  as  com- 
positor on  the  Houston  Post,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected in  1888  for  a  short  time,  subsequently  became 
connected  with  the  Galveston  Daily  News.  He  remained 
with  the  latter  publication  until  1890,  when  he  returned 
to  Houston  and  again  became  connected  with  the  Hous- 
ton Po.W.  .oiitiiimii-  until  1S94.  The  year  1892  marked 
the  Intro. Iiiri  hill  ,,r  Imniypos  into  the  big  newspaper 
offices,  and  Mr.  .Miller  .hanged  from  the  ease  to  the 
machine,  being  one  of  the  first  operators  in  the  office  of 
the  Post. 

Mr.  Miller's  first  public  service  dates  back  to  1894, 
when  Mayor  John  T.  Browne  appointed  him  city  mar- 
ket master,  an  office  whi.li  li..  .•ontinuo.l  to  hold  for  four 
years,  through  the  a.luiiinsi  i m  i,,n  ..f  Mayor  H.  B.  Eice. 
At  the  end  of  that  tim.'  i  l^iis)  |,,.  ),. turned  to  the  office 
of  the  Post  and  resunicl  "nrk  as  a  linotype  operator. 
In  1900  he  purchased  a  half  interest  in  a  linotype  office, 
and  he  has  since  been  interested  in  job  printing,  at  first 
under  the  firm  name  of  Andrew  &  Miller,  afterwards 
Miller  &  Bauerfnind.  ami  since  1902  as  Miller  &  Orem. 
In  1909  the  firm  in.  .n  point.'.!  under  the  name  of  Miller 
&  Orem  Typesetnny  ('..inpniiy.  In  1902  Mr.  Miller  was 
again  ajipointd  mnikni  m.-ister,  this  at  the  hands  of 
Mayor  0.  T.  II. .Ii.  nn.l  li,.  (ill,.,l  the  office  until  1904. 
when  he  was  elc.-t.'.l  .sinic  nn.l  .•.mnty  tax  assessor.  He 
is  still  the  iuciiinli.nt  ..I  tln^  Inttir  office,  having  been 
successively  re-eliMi...!  vvfvy  t\\.>  ynnrs  since  that  time, 
and  now  being  on  his  fifth  term.  The  crude  system  of 
accounts  in  vogue  in  the  office  when  he  assumed  charge 
has  been  replaced  by  modern,  ui)-to-date  methods,  and 
under  his  supervision  the  work  of  the  office  ha-s  been  put 
in  smooth  running  order  and  has  kept  pace  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  times.  Since  1904  the  valuation  of  the 
county  has  increased  from  .$40,000,000  to  .$1.30.000,000 
in  1913. 
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has  come  to  him  through  the  various  avenues  of  business 
and  public  office  life.  He  resides  at  215  Bayland  avenue. 
Woodland  Heights,  Houston,  and  he  has  identity  with 
numerous     fraternal,     social,     ami     otli.T     ..i  ijanizations, 

among  which   may  be   mu I:     W In  .  n    .if   the   World, 

Improved  Order  of  Re. I  Min,  L.ixnl  iM.l.n  ..f  Moose, 
Knights  of  Columbus.  Tnin  V.i.in.  .s-mgerlmn,!, 
No-Tsu-Oh  Carnival  Association,  and  Shark's  Club.  Also 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Eeal 
Estate    Exchange,    and    the    Park    Place    Company    of 
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Houston,  being  a  director  of  the  latter.  During  his  years 
at  the  ease  and  the  linotype  machine  he  was  an  active 
and  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Typographical  Union. 
Religiously,  he  and  his  family  are  Eoman  Catholics, 
members  of  St.  Joseph  Church. 

Lee  L.  Pugh,  County  School  Superintendent  of  Harris 
county,  Texas,  has  occupied  this  position  for  a  period  of 
nine  years,  and  during  this  time  his  faith  that  the  great 
heart  of  the  people  yearned  for  tvhat  is  best  for  the  chil- 
dren has  with  each  succeeding  year  become  stronger  and 
deeper.  And  with  the  co-operation  of  the  people  he  has 
succeeded  in  making  great  strides  along  the  line  of  bet- 
terment in  educational  work. 

Professor  Pugh  is  a  native  of  Illinois.  He  was  born 
at  West  Salem,  that  state,  in  1873,  son  of  John  P.  and 
Margaret  (Wvatt)  Pugh,  the  former  of  Tennessee  and 
the  latter  of  "Illinois  birth.  John  P.  Pugh  was  a  de- 
scendant of  the  family  of  Pughs  long  prominent  and 
influential  in  Tennessee.  In  early  life  he  went  from 
that  state  to  Illinois,  where  he  married  and  settled  down 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  A  man  of  education  and  pro- 
gressive views,  he  soon  took  rank  with  the  leading  up- 
to-date  farmers  of  Illinois.  Lee  L.  passed  his  boyhood 
days  on  his  father's  farm  and  received  his  education  in 
the  Southern  Collegiate  Institute.  Albion,  Illinois,  and 
the  Southern  Normal  College,  Carbondale,  that  state, 
having  in  view  the  profession  of  teaehiug.  This  pro- 
fession he  followed  in  Illinois  and  Missouri  previous  to 
1899,  when  he  came  to  Texas  and  accepted  a  position  as 
teacher  at  Crosby,  Harris  county.  He  taught  one  year 
at  that  place  and  the  next  two  years  at  Harrisburg,  and 
resigned  his  place  as  teacher  at  the  last  named  place 
in  order  to  accept  the  office  of  superintendent  of  schools 
for  Harris  county,  having  been  appointed  to  fill  an  un- 
expired term.  In  1904  he  was  elected  to  the  position  for 
the  term  of  two  years,  and  he  has  been  regularly  elected 
every  two  years  since  that  time,  namely,  1906,  1908,  1910 
and  "1912. 

When  Mr.  Pugh  took  charge  of  the  schools  of  Harris 
county,  he  did  it  with  a  determination  to  improve  the 
educational  facilities  of  the  rural  districts,  and  he  has 
worked  steadily  with  that  end  in  view.  The  first  im- 
portant step  taken  was  the  adoption  of  the  "County 
Course  of  Study,"  which  was  done  against  tremendous 
odds  and  which  has  resulted  in  systematizing  the  work 
of  the  schools.  The  schools  of  the  county  have  been 
classified  into  three  divisions;  Primary  schools,  which 
include  the  first  four  grades;  intermediate  schools,  the 
fifth,  sixth  and  seventh  grades,  and  high  schools,  the 
eighth,  ninth,  tenth  and  eleventh  grades.  \\'\ith  the 
raising  of  the  school  standard  has  come  higher  require- 
ments for  teachers  and  proportionately  better  remunera- 
tion for  their  work.  As  showing  the  progress  made  m 
educational  lines  in  Harris  county  during  Mr.  Pugh's 
incumbency  of  the  office  of  superintendent,  it  may  be 
stated  that  the  report  of  the  year  ending  August  31, 
1912,  showed  the  total  value  of  county  school  buildings 
to  be  .')!356,.iO0,  as  against  $40,000  when  he  came  into 
the  office.  The  buildings  now  number  121,  of  which  22 
are  brick  and  99  wood.  And  the  increase  in  teachers' 
efficiency  may  be  judged  by  the  increase  in  pay,  which 
has  been  sixty  per  cent  in  the  past  eight  years. 

In  this  great  workshop  for  the  building  of  character — 
the  public  school  system  of  Harris  county — Profes=!or 
Pugh  has  endeavored  to  put  forth  his  best  efforts,  and 
in  doing  so  has  found  a  .joy  in  his  work  known  only  to 
the  true  teacher.  In  his  labor  he  has  at  all  times  felt 
and  appreciated  the  support  of  the  various  boards  of 
trustees,  patrons  and  teachers. 

Professor  Pugh  has  his  office  in  the  court  house,  and 
maintains  his  residence  at  2011  Pease  avenue,  Houston, 
Texas.  He  was  married  while  in  Missouri,  in  April.  1898, 
to  Miss  Ada  M.  Shelby,  a  daughter  of  F.  P.  Shelby,  of 
Illinois,  a  representative  of  the  Kentucky  familv  of 
Shelbys.     They  have  one  daughter,  Euby  Gray  Pugh. 


Fraternally,  Mr.  Pugh  is  identified  with  numerous  or- 
ganizations, including  Knights  of  Pythias,  D.  O.  K.  K., 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  Modern  Order  of  Pra?torians, 
Order  of  Moose,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  ancl 
the  Houston  Turn  A'erein.  Also  he  has  membership  in 
the  Houston  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Adolph  Albrecht.  a  former  rancher  and  cattleman 
of  Texas  was  Adolph  Albrecht,  who  had  gained  a  pros- 
perous and  esteemed  position  at  an  early  age,  and  death 
came  to  him  when  practically  at  the  beginning  of  a  very 
successful  career. 

Adolph  A.  Albrecht  was  born  in  Houston,  Texas, 
March  2,  1876,  a  son  of  Adolph  A.  and  Mary  (Callen) 
Albrecht,  both  parents  having  come  from  Germany. 
There  were  six  children  in  the  family,  namely:  Henry, 
of  St.  Louis,  Missouri ;  Mary,  who  is  married  and  lives 
in  St.  Louis;  Emma,  who  is  a  resident  of  Houston; 
Katie,  wife  of  Joseph  Bruce,  of  Brooklyn,  Xew  York; 
Adolph  A. ;  and  Lena,  attending  school  in  Houston. 

The  late  Mr.  Albrecht  grew  up  to  manhood  in  Hous- 
ton, received  his  education  in  the  local  schools  of  that 
city,  and  when  he  was  twenty-one  years  old  started  out 
for  himself  by  getting  work  on  a  ranch,  and  followed 
ranching  and  was  foreman  on  different  ranches  for  some 
years.  His  father  was  a  large  property  owner  in  Vic- 
toria county,  and  the  son  managed  a  part  of  that  estate 
for  some  years.  Mr.  Albrecht  was  a  Democrat,  but  never 
held  office  and  was  not  a  politician.  He  belonged  to  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  was  affiliated  with  the  Sons  of 
Hermann. 

Mr.  Albrecht  was  married  in  1894  to  Miss  Minnie  R. 
Ernst,  a  native  of  Texas  and  a  daughter  of  Frank  C. 
and  Rosie  (Gaines)  Ernst.  Her  father  is  a  large  rancher 
and  in  business  at  Marianna,  Texas.  Her  mother  is  de- 
ceased. Mrs.  Albrecht  was  one  of  four  children,  the 
others  mentiohed  as  follows:  Ida,  wife  of  Robert  Ar- 
nold, of  Marianna,  Texas,  and  a  rancher;  Eleanora,  wife 
of  George  Dider,  of  Dallas;  and  Lewis,  of  Marianna,  a 
rancher.  Mrs.  Albrecht  now  makes  her  home  in  Dallas, 
at  1409  Gano  street.     She  has  no  children. 

George  S.  Phillips  is  the  dean  of  the  lumber  business 
in  Kaufman,  Texas.  For  three  decades  he  has  been  ac- 
tively engaged  in  this  business  here,  and  he  has  lived  in 
Texas  since  1855,  when  he  came  here  with  his  parents 
from  Kentucky. 

John  G.  Phillips,  the  father  of  George  S.,  died  in  De- 
cember, 1913,  at  Wasahachie,  Texas.  He  was  born  in 
Missouri,  in  September,  1831,  and  grew  to  manhood  in 
Kentucky,  where  his  parents  had  grown  up  and  married. 
He  learned  the  wagon-maker's  trade  in  Kentucky,  and 
after  his  removal  to  Waxahachie  he  engaged  in  the  buggy 
and  wagon-making  business,  and  continued  the  same 
throughout  his  active  life.  His  first  settlement  in  Texas 
was  in  Atascosa  county,  where  he  remained  a  few  years, 
but  the  stock  business  with  which  he  was  connected  was 
not  to  his  liking  and  he  turned  to  his  trade,  as  above  set 
forth,  in  the  fertile  blackland  belt  and  put  his  reliance 
upon  the  community  of  Waxahachie  as  to  future  success. 

While  the  war  between  the  states  was  in  progress, 
John  G.  Phillips  quit  his  trade  and  aided  the  Confed- 
eracy as  a  powder-maker  in  Waxahachie,  where  a  small 
plant  was  maintained,  and  when  the  dove  of  peace  finally 
hovered  over  our  country  and  men  went  to  work  instead 
of  war,  he  dropped  back  into  his  own  quiet  shop,  and 
there  had  a  long  and  uneventful  career.  Religiously,  he 
is  a  ilethodist,  and  his  political  affiliation,  quiet  but 
sincere,  has  always  been  with  the  democratic  party, 

Samuel  Gore  Phillips,  the  father  of  John  G.,  passed 
away  without  leaving  any  tangible  record  of  himself  or 
his  ancestry.  He  came  to  Texas  before  the  war  and  died 
in  Waxah.achie  during  the  progress  of  that  fraternal 
strife. 

John  G.  Phillips  married  Miss  Sarah  Pe.ik.  n  daughter 
of  George  Peak,  a  Kentucky  farmer.    Mrs.  Phillips  was 
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born  a  year  before  her  husband  and  still  survives.  Their 
children  are  as  follows :  George  S.  of  Kaufman ;  Mrs. 
Thomas  Hunter,  of  Waxahachie;  Miss  Kate;  Claud  B., 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  Houston,  Texas. 

George  S.  Phillips  was  born  in  M'arion  county,  Ken- 
tucky, December  23,  1853,  and  was  only  two  years  of  age 
when  brought  to  Texas  by  his  parents.  He  lived  in  Waxa- 
hachie through  his  school  days  and  until  after  he  had 
gained  his  first  business  experience.  He  attended  not  only 
the  public  schools  but  also  took  a  course  of  study  at  Mar- 
vin College,  Waxahachie,  and  he  was  a  clerk  in  that  town 
until  March,  1882.  He  then  formed  partnership  with  S.  P. 
Langsford  of  Waxahachie  in  farm  and  implement  busi- 
ness, which  continued  to  December,  1883.  At  that  time  he 
took  charge  of  the  lumber  yard  of  the  M.  T.  Jones 
Lumlier  Co.  in  Kaufman,  and  he  has  rounded  out  a  pe- 
riod of  thirty  years  of  service  in  that  same  yaril.  For 
seveji  years  he  was  manager  of  the  business.  Then  he 
joined  a  cousin,  J.  H.  Phillips,  and  bought  the  property, 
and  Phillips  &  Phillips  carried  on  the  business  until 
1901,  when  George  S.  became  sole  proprietor.  Through- 
out all  these  years  this  industry  has  been  conducted  on 
a  retail  basis,  and  in  addition  to  lumber  all  lines  of 
building  material  have  been  handled.  The  nature  of 
this  business  has  placed  Mr.  Phillips  in  a  position  to 
enter  the  field  of  Kaufman  as  a  builder,  and  from  time 
to  time  during  his  career  here  he  has  bought  and  im- 
proved property  in  the  residence  districts  until  now 
numerous  Imiiics  throuylioiit  the  town  stand  as  a  monu- 
ment to  liis  fdiTsiylit  :is  a  ileveloper  of  the  county  seat. 

As  a  litiiiMi,  .\li.  I'liiliips  has  rendered  no  public 
service  savr  :is  a  niiMnlicr  of  the  educational  board  of 
the  city,  where  he  gave  eleven  years  continuously  to  the 
interests  of  public  education.  As  an  Odd  Fellow  he 
wears  a  badge  of  honor  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  in 
the  order,  having  joined  it  in  1881.  He  is  a  Past  Noble 
Grand  and  has  been  a  representative  to  the  Grand 
Lodge.  Also  as  a  Knight  of  Pythias  he  has  filled  the 
chairs  and  is  a  Past  Chancellor,  Religiously,  he  is  a 
Methodist.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  chairman  of 
the  board  of  stewards  of  tl;c  Mctlidclist  church  at  Kauf- 
man and  he  was  the  first  sii|,criiitiMii|riit  of  the  Sunday 
school  here,  an  otfice  he  filh'd   for  tlnoo  years. 

In  December,  1S82,  Mr.  Phillips  was  married  in  Wax- 
ahachie to  Miss  Fannie  F.  Butler,  daughter  of  Andrew 
J.  and  Caroline  (Beat)  Butler.  The  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Phillips  are  Mrs.  W.  H.  Kendrick,  of  Kauf- 
man; ilrs.  Fred  Hicks,  also  of  Kaufman;  and  ilisses 
Daisy  K.,  Vella  and  Hazel.  One  son,  George,  Jr.,  died 
at  the  age  of  &ve  years. 

John  H.  Ellis.  A  scion  of  the  third  generation  of 
the  Ellis  family  in  Texas,  he  whose  name  initiates  this 
review  is  well  upholding  the  prestige  of  a  name  that  has 
been  most  closely  and  worthily  linked  with  the  annals 
of  civic  and  industrial  development  and  progress  in  the 
Lone  Star  state,  where  the  paternal  grandparents  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  established  their  home  about  the 
year  1840,  when  Texas  was  still  an  independent  republic, 
under  the  presidency  of  General  Sam  Houston. 

John  H.  Ellis,  the  able  and  popular  tax  assessor  of 
Houston  county,  with  residence  in  the  thriving  city  of 
Crockett,  the  judicial  center  of  the  county,  was  born  at 
Lancaster,  Dallas  county,  Texas,  on  the  20th  of  April, 
1870,  and  is  a  son  of  James  H.  and  Mary  (Rawlins) 
Ellis,  the  former  a  native  of  Illinois  and  the  latter  of 
Pennsylvania,  both  having  been  young  at  the  time  of 
the  immigration  of  the  respective  families  to  Texas, 
about  the  year  1840.  The  marriage  of  the  parents  was 
solenini7ed  in  Dallas  county  and  there  they  still  reside 
on  the  fine  old  homestead  on  which  they  established  their 
residence  at  the  time  when  they  initiateil  their  wedded 
life,  which  has  been  one  of  ideal  relations.  To  them 
have  been  born  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom 
are  living  and  of  whom  John  H.,  of  this  review,  is  the 
eldest ;    Ross   R.   resides   in   Austin,   the   capital   of   the 


state:  William  R.,  King  T.,  and  Robert  L.  maintain 
their  home  in  the  city  of  Dallas,  where  the  latter  is  the 
efficient  incumbent  of  the  office  of  tax  collector  of  Dallas 
county;  and  Harry  ami  Ethel  maintain  their  residence 
at  Lancaster,  Dallas  county,  the  latter  being  the  wife  of 
V.  G.  Scott.  The  paternal  and  maternal  grandparents 
of  him  to  whom  this  sketch  is  dedicated  were  numbered 
among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Dallas  county,  where  they 
continued  to  reside  until  their  death,  the  names  of  both 
families  having  been  iirominontlv  identified  with  the 
initial  stages  of  industrial  ,l,.v,.]„|,iiient  in  that  favored 
section  of  the  state,  (iran.ltaih.r  KIlis  became  a  speci- 
ally successful  agriculturist  and  storkgrower  and  in  the 
operation  of  his  extensive  landed  estate  he  utilized  the 
services  of  a  number  of  slaves. 

John  H.  Ellis,  a  man  of  sterling  character,  of  vigor- 
ous purpose  and  definite  thrift,  has  won  large  and  worthy 
success  through  his  identification  with  the  agricultural 
and  stock  industries  in  the  state  that  has  long  been  his 
home,  and  he  has  resided  continuously  on  the  old  home- 
stead on  which  he  initiated  his  independent  career.  He 
has  develojied  the  same  into  one  of  the  well  improved 
and  valuable  properties  of  Dallas  county,  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  insistent  demands  of  a  signally  industrious 
and  prolifii^  career  he  has  shown  an  unselfish  and  helpful 
interest  in  the  furtherance  of  measures  and  enterprises 
conserving  the  general  progress  and  prosperity  of  the 
community.  Never  a  seeker  of  public  office,  he  has 
quietly  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  achieving 
much  and  doing  well  his  part  in  forwarding  the  greal 
march  of  development  that  has  made  Texas  one  of  the 
greatest  commonwealths  of  the  Union.  His  life  has  been 
ordered  upon  the  highest  plane  of  integrity  and  useful- 
ness and  he  and  his  iicMe  wife  have  inviolable  place  in 
the  confidence  anil  high  regard  of  all  who  know  them, 
both  being  earnest  and  roiisisteat  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist church.  Mr.  Ellis  cN.-miilili.-  the  sturdv  traits  of 
character  that  ever  in.iir,it,'  tlir  Sn.ttisli  race,  of  which 
he  is  a  scion,  and  he  gi\.s  iiii..|iii\  nral  allegiance  to  the 
cause  of  the  Democratic  parly.  When  the  great  Civil 
war  was  precipitated  on  the  nation,  John  H.  Ellis 
promptly  gave  evidence  of  his  insistent  loyalty  to  the 
Confederacy,  and  he  enlisted  in  the  first  volunteer  com- 
pany organized  in  Dallas  county,  the  same  becoming  a 
part  of  the  gallant  Ross  Brigade,  which  went  to  the 
front  as   a   cavalry   command,   but   which   later   was   dis- 


of  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston 

;i lit    ex|M'ri.Mi.-od    to    the 

ciiiilirt   lct\w,.ii   the  North 
M   |iii\atiiin^  ami   hardships, 
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mounted.  In  the  con 
and  General  Hn(..[ 
full  the  great  tciix|,,n  ,,f  the 
and  the  South,  , mi. lineal  iiiir.il 
and  participated  in  many  nt 
guinary  engagements  niarkiiii 
and  weary  contest.  Mr.  E 
first  in  an  engagement  with  t 
battle  of  luka,  Mississippi, 
of  General  Johnston  in  the  ever  memorable  final  re- 
treat, marked  by  constant  fighting,  and,  with  the  gallant 
and  jaded  command,  he  surrendered.  He  has  ever  re- 
tained the  deepest  interest  in  his  ,,ld  cmrades  in  arms 
and  perpetuates  the  more  gracimi-  incmoi  i.s  and  associa- 
tions of  his  long,  arduous  ami  i^allant  inilifary  career 
through  his  active  affiliation  with  the  I'liitcd  Confederate 
Veterans,  the  reunions  of  which  he  attends  with  regular- 
ity, as  does  he  also  the  meetings  of  the  camp  in  which  he 
holds  membership.  He  has  honored  the  Lone  Star  state 
through  his  character  and  achievement  and  is  a  well- 
known  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Dallas  countv. 

John  H.  Ellis,  the  immediate  sub.iect  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  to  the  sturdy  and  invigorating  disci[iline  of 
the  old  home  plantation  and,  after  availing  himself  of 
the  advantages  of  the  public  schools  of  the  village  of 
Lancaster,  he  completed  an  effective  course  in  Hill's 
Business  College,  in  the  city  of  Dallas.  .4t  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  Mr.  Ellis  assumed  the  position  of  book- 
keeper in  a  mercantile  establishment  at  Lancaster,  where 
he  continued  to  be  thus  employe 


until  he  had  attained 
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to  his  legal  majority.  He  then  lemoved  to  Houston 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  near  Porter 
Springs.  He  thus  continued  his  active  work  for  a  period 
of  about  five  vears,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  estab- 
Ushed  his  honie  in  Crockett,  the  county  seat,  m  which 
city  he  has  since  resided.  Here  he  held  the  position  of 
bookkeeper  for  K.  D.  King,  engaged  in  the  general  mer- 
cantile business  for  some  time,  after  which  he  accepted 
a  similar  office  in  the  large  mercantile  establishment  ot 
tlie  Jutii's  S  Shivers  Companj',  with  which  he  was  thus 
i, I,. n't  III.  n  until  1903,  when  he  was  elected  tax  assessor 
,,f    iimi-tnii  rnuiity,  au  office  of  much  responsibility  and 

„, (  ,.x,,tiii>'  order.     Bv  successive  re-elections  he  has 

„„„t;„„o.i'  the'^efficient    and   valued    incumbent    of    this 

,....„,  ..nd  that  his  administration  has  met  with  un- 
equivocal popular  approval  is  shown  not  only  in  his 
retention  of  the  post,  but  also  in  the  uniqualified  con- 
fidence and  esteem  reposed  in  him  by  the  people  of  the 
county,  throughout  the  limits  of  which  he  has  become 
well  known  and  in  which  it  may  consistently  be  said 
that  his  circle  of  friends  is  limited  only  by  that  ot  his 
acquaintances.  In  1912  he  entered  upon  his  fifth  con- 
secutive term  in  the  office  of  tax  assessor,  and  m  con- 
nection with  his  official  duties  he  has  also  given  effective 
service  as  a  practical  surveyor,  the  two  lines  of  work 
having  given  him  a  broad  and  accurate  knowledge  ot 
real  estate  values,  resources  and  general  civic  conditions 
in  his  home  county.  It  is  needless  fo  say  that  Mr.  H-liis 
is  found  arrayed  as  a  loyal  supporter  of  the  cause  of 
the  Democratic  party,  whose  star  is  once  more  m  the 
ascendency  in  national  affairs,  and  as  a  citizen  he  has 
shown  himself  distinctively  progressive  and  public- 
spirited.  He  has  not  wavered  in  the  religious  faith  in 
which  he  was  reared  and  is  a  zealous  member  of  the 
Baptist  church,  his  wife  being  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  South.  Mr.  Ellis  is  ac-Uvely  affib 
iated  with  Davy  Crockett  Lodge,  Xo.  193  Knights  of 
Pvthia.s,  and  Myrtle  Camp,  No.  277,  ^^  oodmen  of  the 
World,  and  his  popularity  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he 
has  passed  all  of  the  official  chairs  in  each  of  them.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  Lothrop  Lodge,  ISo.  21,  A.  t.  & 
A.  M.,  and  Trinity  Chapter,  Xo.  4,  Eoyal  Arch  Masons 

The  8th  of  October.  1892,  marked  the  solemnization  of 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Ellis  to  Miss  Mattie  Burton,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  Houston  county,  a  representa- 
tive of  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  honored  tamilies.  and 
who  is  a  daughter  of  David  L.  and  Lucy  l  Baker )  Bur^ 
ton  the  former  of  whom  is  deceased  and  the  latter  of 
whom  resides  in  Crockett.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  have  seven 
children,  namely:  Hallie,  Henry,  John  B..  Mary,  Eoss 
Ralph  and  Esther  May,  and  all  remain  at  the  parental 
home,  which  is  known  as  a  place  of  most  gracious  and 
buoyant  hospitality. 

J.\MEs  William  Madden.  Former  Secretary  of  State 
of  Texas  and  well  known  throughout  the  state  for  his 
participation  in  public  affairs,  James  William  Madden 
has  had  a  long  and  active  career  as  a  member  of  the  bar, 
and  has  resided  in  Houston  county  all  his  life.  He  rep- 
resents the  old  stock  of  Eastern  Texas,  the  different 
branches  of  his  familv  having  located  here  long  before 
the  ante-bellum  davs,  and  on  one  line  of  the  ancestry  the 
family  history  goes  back  to  the  years  of  the  Republic, 
and  even  prior  thereto.  Mr.  Madden  began  his  career 
as  a  worker  for  the  support  of  his  father's  family 
when  he  was  a  mere  child  and  continued  for  a  number 
of  years  to  bear  such  burdens  and  responsibilities:  but 
through  it  all  his  aspirations  were  directed  toward  at- 
taininiJ  an  additional  siihere  of  usefulness  in  the  world. 
That  he  attained  to  such  a  position  and  that  he  has  won 
so  manv  merited  distinctions  is  the  most  significant  and 
interesting  fact  in  the  life  of  this  well  known  person- 
alitv. 

James  William  Madden  was  born  in  Houston  county, 
Texps,  June  16,  1856.  His  parents  were  Balis  and  Mis- 
souri   (Adams)    Madden,  the  father  being   a   native  of 


Louisiana  and  the  mother  of  Houston  county,  Texas.  The 
Madden  family,  which  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  came  to 
Texas  many  years  ago,  when  the  father  of  the  Crockett 
lawyer  was  but  three  years  of  age.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents were  James  and  Lucinda  (Edens)  Madden.  The 
Edens  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  noted  in  the 
annals  of  Eastern  Texas.  They  came  to  this  country 
during  the  era  of  the  Eepublie  of  Texas  and  were  given 
a  league  of  land  under  the  act  passed  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Republic  to  induce  immigration  to  Texas. 
The  great-grandfather  Edens  and  the  grandfathers  Mad- 
den and  Adams  secured  a  league  of  land  each  in  this 
way.  The  leagues  owned  by  Grandfathers  Madden  and 
Adams  were  located  in  Anderson  county  and  the  Edens 
league  was  in  Houston  county.  The  families  were 
all  planters  of  the  early  times  and  owned  a  number  of 
slaves,  who  worked  their  plantations. 

One  of  the  most  notable  events  of  the  Texas  frontier 
has  a  pertinent  place  in  the  Madden  and  Edens  annals. 
This  was  what  is  known  as  the  "Edens'  Massacre,'' 
which  occurred  during  the  early  '30s  in  the  northeast 
part  of  Houston  county.  James  Madden,  the  paternal 
grandfather,  and  his  family,  were  all  directly  involved 
in  this  murderous  raid  from  the  Indians.  Grandmother 
Madden  was  tomahawked,  being  wounded  in  the  side, 
back  and  head,  and  having  her  collar-bone  cut  in  two. 
She  was  left  for  dead,  but  succeeded  in  dragging  herself 
out  of  the  house  between  the  legs  of  an  Indian  guard, 
the  Indians  in  their  excitement  failing  to  observe  her 
exit.  Crawling  to  the  corner  of  a  fence,  she  lay  there, 
bleeding,  while  the  Indians  set  fire  to  the  buildings  and 
destroyed  the  entire  group  of  houses  with  the  exception 
of  one  little  outbuilding.  Into  this  little  shelter  she 
pulled  herself,  after  the  Indians  had  departed,  and  lay 
there  alone  all  night.  The  Crockett  lawyer  has  hearil 
from  her  own  lips  the  remarkable  statement  that  she 
' '  never  slept  better  in  all  her  life, ' '  a  fact  probably 
due  to  the  severe  loss  of  blood.  There  were  two  principal 
dwellings  on  the  place,  and  in  times  of  danger  one  of 
them  was  occupied  by  the  women  and  the  other  by  the 
men.  This  Indian  raid  had  been  anticipated  and  the 
men  had  collected  in  their  house,  but  when  the  danger 
had  apparently  passed  they  had  left  their  guns  stacked 
and  had  gone  over  to  the  house  of  the  women.  It  was  in 
this  situation  that  the  attack  came,  while  the  men  were 
cut  off  from  their  arms,  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  at 
night.  About  seven  or  eight  of  the  party  were  killed,  in- 
cluding two  brothers  of  Balis  Madden.  Charred  remains 
were  afterward  found  in  the  debris  of  the  burned  houses, 
indicating  that  the  bodies  of  these  children  were  con- 
sumed after  the  slaughter.  Balis  Madden,  at  the  time 
of  the  massacre,  was  a  small  boy  and  ran  away  with  the 
negro  slaves  to  save  himself,  and  with  whom  he  remained 
in  hiding  in  a  hog's  bed  until  morning.  The  Indians 
rarely  ever  molested  the  negroes,  so  that  the  boy  was 
practically  safe  while  with  them.  Despite  all  her  ter- 
rible injuries  and  experiences  of  thaft  night,  the  grand- 
mother recovered  in  a  short  time  and  lived  in  Houston 
county  until  1889,  dying  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
seven  vears.  Grandfather  James  Madden,  who  was  noted 
throughout  the  country  for  his  great  physical  strength, 
died  long  before  the  passing  of  his  wife,  and  his  death 
was  directly  due  to  a  strain  resulting  from  some  feat  of 
physical  effort.  The  maternal  grandfather  Adams,  about 
the  same  time,  was  injured  by  a  runaway  plow-team,  and 
also  died. 

The  mother  of  James  W.  Madden  died  at  the  early  age 
of  twenty-nine,  when  her  son  James  was  but  thirteen 
yeais  of  'age.  Balis  Madden,  who  was  a  farmer  all  his 
life,  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven,  his  death  being  sup- 
posed to  have  been  shortened  by  a  wound  which  he  re- 
ceived during  the  Civil  war.  He  had  enlisted  in  1862  and 
served  nntirthe  battle  of  Mansfield,  Louisiana,  where  he 
was  wounded  and  his  right  leg  amputated,  so  that  he  was 
unable  to  return  to  active  service.  After  the  war  he 
served  as  tax  collector  of  Houston  county  for  six  years. 
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and  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  in  tlie  community  in 
all  the  movements  and  activities  which  represented  the 
better  citizenship  and  moral  growth  of  this  vicinity. 
There  were  six  children  in  the  family,  two  sons  dying  in 
childhood.  A  daughter,  Mary,  was  the  wife  of  James  A. 
Glover,  and  at  her  death  left  one  child,  Nannie,  who  lives 
in  Colorado  City,  Texas.  Dorothy  is  the  wife  of  B.  F. 
Holcomb,  a  farmer  near  Alto,  Texas.  Plorinda  is  the 
wife  of  Joe  E.  Monk,  who  lives  at  Kennard,  in  Houston 
county.    Each  has  several  children. 

James  William  Madden,  who  is  the  only  surviving  son, 
spent  his  early  childhood  in  Houston  county  during  the 
Civil  war  period.  When  the  war  closed  he  was  nine  years 
old,  and  in  the  meantime  his  parents  had  lost  all  the 
slaves  with  which  the  plantation  was  operated,  and  the 
father,  being  a  cripple  from  his  wound,  was  unable  to 
give  much  attention  to  his  estate.  In  this  situation  the 
woik  of  managing  the  farm  devolved  largely  upon  the 
young  lad,  and  he  remained  at  this  post  of  duty  and 
faithfully  bore  his  responsibility  in  behalf  of  his  parents 
until  he  was  of  atre.  He  then  married  Miss  Bettie 
Mitchell,  a  native  .il    llnnsron  .unnty  and  daughter  of  Z. 

W.  Mitchell.     Thi'ir  ili rlnMrcii  are  named  as  follows: 

Addie-Missouri  is  tlu'  mlt-  of  Samuel  M.  Boone,  who  is  a 
partner  with  James  W.  Madden  in  the  real  estate  and 
abstract  business;  they  have  two  children,  Madden  and 
Paul  Boone.  Charles  Madden  is  engaged  in  the  lumber 
and  hardware  business  at  Jourdantown,  Texas ;  by  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Alice  Dean  they  have  three  children, 
James,  Elizabeth  and  Charles.  Wilson-Erls  Madden, 
who  is  now  a  civil  engineer  residing  in  Denver,  Colorado, 
has  had  a  notable  career.  A  graduate  of  the  Annapolis 
Naval  Academy  in  the  class  of  1906,  he  then  entered  ac- 
tual service,  was  with  the  Atlantic  fleet  on  its  remarkable 
tour  of  the  globe  of  that  year  or  the  year  following,  and 
after  the  return  was  with  the  Pacific  fleet,  reaching  the 
position  of  Junior  Lieutenant  of  the  Navy.  On  account 
of  ill  health  in  1910  he  was  retired  on  part  pay  by  the 
naval  authorities  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  Denver.  He  married  Miss  Dor- 
othy Ann  Hayes,  of  New  Jersey,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Dorothy  Sage  Madden.  Bettie.  the  mother  of 
these  three  children,  died  at  Crockett  in  Ajuil,  1884, 
and  in  November,  1885,  Mr.  Madden  marrieii  Miss  Sarah 
Thomas  Holcomb,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  H.  Holcomb. 
who   is   now  a  resident  of   Augusta.  Houston   county. 

After  leaving  the  farm,  James  W.  iladdcn  located  in 
Crockett  in  1882,  and  for  three  years  served  as  deputy 
tax  collector  under  his  father,  this  being  followed  by  six 
years'  service  as  deputy  county  and  deputy  district  clerk, 
the  duties  of  both  positions  having  been  efliciently  per- 
formed by  him  at  the  same  time.  He  also  edited  the 
Crockett  Economist,  a  weekly  newspaper,  during  two 
years  of  this  time.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  had  taken 
"up  the  study  of  law,  and  he  continued  this  at  every  pos- 
sible interval   over   :i   iirnnd   ,.f   seventeen  years,  until  in 
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state.  In  1897  and  1898,  during  the  Culberson  adminis- 
tration, Mr.  Madden  was  a  member  of  the  official  family 
of  the  government,  holding  the  chief  office  under  his 
appointment  as  Secretary  of  State.  His  services  in  that 
ofiSce  were  important.  He  was  ex-officio  a  member  of 
the  State  Printing  Board  and  State  Board  of  Education. 
He  was  during  that  time  also  a  member  of  the  first 
Texas  State  Text-Book  Board,  a  body  created  to  select 
and  adopt  a  uniform  system  of  text-books  for  use  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  state.  His  associates  on  this  board 
were  Governor  C.  A.  Culberson,  M.  M.  Crane,  then  At- 
torney General;  E.W.  Pinley,  who  was  Comptroller;  J. 
M.  Carlisle,  who  was  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 


tion, and  Professor  W.  F.  Priehett,  who  was  then  Presi- 
dent of  the  Sam  Houston  Normal  School.  During  this 
time  Mr.  Madden  also  presided  at  the  organization  of 
the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty-sixth  sessions  of  the  legis- 
lature of  his  state,  which  was  a  part  of  his  official  duties. 
Since  returning  from  Austin,  Mr.  Madden  has  given  all 
his  attention  to  his  large  and  lucrative  law  practice  at 
Crockett.  He  has  served  upon  the  city  school  board  and 
has  interested  himself  in  a  public  spirited  manner  with 
all  movements  for  the  advancement  of  his  home  locality, 
members  of  the  Southern  Methodist 
ned  when  sixteen  years  of  age  and 
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married  his  present  wife  and  they  never  knew  ner  ex- 
cept as  "mother."  They  are  all  prominent  members  of 
their  respective  communities  and  owe  their  splendid  sta- 
tions in  life  in  a  large  degree  to  her  woitliv  and  kin.llv 
precepts.  In  politics,  Mr.  Madden  has  ar\\av.s  I,,.,.,,  a 
Democrat,  being  a  firm  believer  in  denio.rahr  principles 
of  government  and  is  a  great  admirer  of  our  present 
executive  head,  President  Woodrow  Wilson. 


H.  Nations.  In  the  commercial  enterprise  of 
El  Paso  during  the  last  .piartor  of  a  century  there  has 
been  no  more  conspicuous  liy,,,,.  iii,in  that  of  Joseph  H. 
Nations,  who  is  owner  ami  |,io|,i  i.jor  of  the  J.  H.  Na- 
tions Packing  &  Mcrcaiitilr  Coiiiiiany,  and  probably  owns 
as  extensive  |,io|Matics  in  ranches  and  the  cattle  industrv 
as  any  oih.a    iinlMnlual  in  west  Texas.     Mr.  Nations  has 

not   i'"'.^    1 II    an    inijiortant   factor   in   various   lines   of 

business,  but  also  in  the  civic  development  of  his  com- 
munity, and  has  contributed  largely  to  the  advancement 
of  the  general  welfare. 

Joseph  H.  Nations,  who  represents  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  Texas,  was  born  in  Gon?ales  countv,  Texas. 
January  5,  1857,  a  son  of  Eli  and  Eliza  (Austin  Wood- 
ruff) Nations,  natives  respectively  of  Mississippi  and 
Texas.  Eli  Nations,  the  father,  came  to  Texas  when  a 
boy,  in  company  with  liis  fatliiT.  am!  was  ivaicl  in 
Austin  and  subsequently  iiocainr  a  rattloman  aiol  lainier. 
During    the    closing   niontlis    ot'    tlic    i'imI    v\ar    li.-    was    iu 

the  service  of  the  Coiifocloral xorninont   a-   li.'rf  Iniver 

for  the  aniiy.  TTis  , loath  ..rrnri,.,!  at  tlio  -loar  a-o' of 
eighty-srv,-ii    y,.ars    m    IUlL'.    wliilo    his    ui  t'r    pas-,.,!  Tnvay 

was  a  resalelit  of  tlouzales  louiity  uniil  Iss;',  ;it  which 
date  he  sold  his  interests  there  and  moved  to  Alpine, 
where  he  and  his  wife  had  their  home  until  1888,  at 
which  date  they  came  to  El  Paso  and  lived  in  quiet  re- 
tirement in  this  city  until  death  came  to  both  of  them. 
The  mother's  half-sister  was  the  wife  of  Anson  Jones, 
who  was  the  last  president  of  the  Texas  Republic. 

Mr.  Joseph  H.  Nations  spent  his  boyhood  in  southern 
Texas  and  attended  the  public  schools',  and  also  was  a 
student  in  Moulton  College  of  Lavaca  county.  When  he 
left  school  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  it  was  to 
take  up  the  occupation  which  his  father  had  so  long 
followed,  the  stock-raising  industry,  and  among  his  con- 
temporaries the  ,iudgment  is  that  no  man  in  the  state  of 
Texas  has  made  a  more  substantial  and  consistent  suc- 
cess as  a  cattleman  than  Joseph  H.  Nations  of  El  Paso. 
He  is  the  owner  of  several  ranches,  one  in  El  Paso 
county,  a  large  ranch  in  Socorro  county.  New  Mexico, 
another  in  Pecos  county,  Texas,  and  his  herds  of  cattle, 
horses  and  sheep,  principally  cattle,  number  many  thou- 
sand and  cover  many  hills  and  valleys  while  grazing  over 
the  vast  estate  of  Mr.  Nations. 

The  year  1886  is  remembered  among  old  time  cattle- 
men as  one  in  which  the  cattle  market  was  at  about  its 
lowest  point,  when  the  price  of  cattle  was  such  that  few 
men  could  make  a  profit  by  driving  their  stock  to  the 
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northern  and  eastern  markets.  It  was  in  this  period  of 
special  depression  that  Mr.  Nations  made  the  beginninig 
of  an  enterprise  which  has  since  flourished  as  one  of  the 
largest  of  its  kind  in  the  Southwest.  He  established  at 
El  Paso  a  retail  butcher  business.  From  small  begin- 
ning this  has  developed  with  the  growth  of  El  Paso  in 
the  general  extension  of  the  cattle  business  and  all  other 
lines  of  industry,  and  the  J.  H.  Nations  Packing  Com- 
pany today  does  an  annual  business  amounting  to  more 
than  half  a  million  dollars  and  has  about  one  hundred 
people  in  its  employ.  It  is  by  far  the  largest  establish- 
ment of  its  kind  in  El  Paso  and  is  an  important  com- 
mercial asset  to  the  city.  Mr.  Nations  also  has  interests 
in  a  transfer  company,  in  the  real  estate  business,  and 
in  laving  out  additions  to  the  city,  and  various  other 
enterprises  of  this  city.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Panhandle  and  Southwestern 
Stockmen's  Association,  El  Paso,  and  of  the  American 
National  Live  Stock  Association.  His  business  career 
has  been  of  a  very  strenuous  nature.  He  has  never  al- 
lowed himself  any  vacation  and  from  an  early  age  has 
been  constantly  in  the  saddle,  both  literally  and  fig- 
uratively speaking,  and  it  is  as  a  result  of  this  unre- 
mitting" application  to  business  that  his  success  has  ex- 
panded and  been  so  generous.  Mr.  Nations  is  a  di- 
rector of  the  First  National  Bank  of  El  Paso,  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Young  Men 's  Christian  Association,  and  is 
a  trustee  of  the  First  Baptist  church.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Elks  Lodge. 

Mr.  Nations  was  married  October  6,  1880,  to  Miss 
Ida  M.  Hicks,  who  was  born  in  Mississippi  and  who 
came  when  a  child  to  Texas  with  her  parents.  Her 
father  and  mother  were  Joseph  Y.  and  Mary  E.  (Braden) 
Hicks,  natives  respectively  of  Mississippi  and  Tennessee. 
Both  her  parents  represented  some  of  the  old  and  promi- 
nent families  of  the  South,  and  for  generations  back 
had  been  identified  with  the  wealthy  and  cultured  and 
slave-owning  countrv  and  Southern  aristocracy. 

Dr.  Joseph  Y.  Hicks,  father  of  Mrs.  Nations,  was  a 
graduate  of  Tulane  University  of  New  Orleans  and  for 
many  vears  was  engaged  in  the  successful  practice  of 
his  pro"fession  in  Lavaca  county,  Texas.  The  four  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nations  are  as  follows:  Josephine 
Nations,  residing  with  her  father  in  this  city,  Anna  is 
the  wife  of  A.  B.  Trmston.  who  is  a  wealthy  retired 
ranchman  and  now  resides  with  his  wife  on  a  beautiful 
and  large  landed  estate  near  Edinburgh,  Scotland;  Kath- 
rine,  who  is  the  wife  of  Nelson  Studebaker  Kiley.  Mr. 
Riley  being  a  nephew  of  the  well-known  Studebaker 
Brothers,  automobile  and  wagon  manufacturers  and  the 
manager  of  the  branch  house  of  the  Studebakers  at 
Kansas  City ;  Mary,  the  youngest  child,  is  at  the  present 
time  pursuing  her  studies  in  music  at  the  University  of 
Berlin,  Germany.  Finally,  after  many  years  of  constant 
devotion  to  his  business,  Mr.  Nations,  appreciating  the 
strain  placed  upon  his  health  and  physical  resources,  de- 
termined to  take  a  vacation  and  en.ioy  a  much  needed 
rest  hv  an  extensive  trip  throughout  the  East.  The  home 
of  himself  and  his  family  is  at  904  South  MagofiSn  street. 
Through  all  the  years  of  his  residence,  Mr.  Nations  has 
kept  a  firm  faith"  in  the  future  of  this  city,  and  he  him- 
self has  witnessed  and  helped  promote  a  prosperity 
which  has  been  surpassed  by  no  other  Texas  city.  With 
the  completion  of  the  great  irrigation  project  now  in 
progress,  and  with  the  further  development  of  mining 
industries  which  are  still  in  their  infancy,  and  with  the 
proper  extension  of  trade  with  Mexico,  El  Paso,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Nation  's  positive  convictions,  will  forge  rap- 
idly to  the  front,  and  within  less  than  ten  years  will 
have  a  population  of  one  hundred  thousand  people.  Mrs. 
Nations  is  well  known  in  El  Paso  for  church  and  chari- 
ties, and  her  name  has  often  been  associated  with  the 
social  and  benevolent  undertakings  which  have  been  a 
feature  of  El  Paso  life  during  late  years. 


Robert  L.  Lattimobe  is  well  known  as  an  attorney 
of  Paris  who  has  spent  his  professional  life  largely  in 
the  public  service.  He  was  born  in  Lamar  county,  Texas, 
near  Roxton,  on  March  19,  1878,  and  he  is  the  son  of 
Joseph  M.  Lattimore. 

Joseph  M.  Lattimore  came  to  Texas  from  McMinn 
county,  Tennessee,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  were  born 
and  reared.  Joseph  was  born  in  1S44  and  his  wife  was 
born  in  1852.  She  died  in  January,  1899,  the  mother  of 
Thomas,  of  Sulphur,  Oklahoma;  John,  a  farmer  at  Rox- 
ton, Texas;  Robert  L..  of  this  brief  notice;  Samuel,  of 
Fort  Worth,  Texas;  William,  a  merchant  of  Paris,  Texas; 
Aubrey  W.,  of  Lattimore  &  Thompson,  Paris,  Texas, 
and  Roy  and  David  Dickson  Lattimore,  farmers,  of  Rox- 
ton, Texas.  The  father  of  Joseph  Lattimore  was 
Buchanan  Lattimore,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee  and 
there  passed  his  entire  life.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  he 
participated  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  Confederate  soldier, 
furnishing  two  sons  to  the  service  as  well.  His  son, 
Joseph  M.,  the  father  of  the  subject,  was  with  General 
Forrest 's  command  during  much  of  the  time  he  wore  the 
Confederate  gray,  some  tour  years  in  all,  and  he  served 
nine  months  in  a  Federal  jirison.  Buchanan  Lattimore 
married  a  daughter  of  John  Kelley,  and  she  bore  him 
the  following  named  children :  Joseph  M. ;  John,  who 
was  killed  in  battle  during  the  Rebellion;  Callie,  who 
married  Dr.  King;  Susie,  the  wife  of  William  Sartin; 
Eveline  married  William  Rowland,  and  one  who  died 
unmarried. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  Lattimore  family  is  one  of 
the  solid  ones  of  the  South,  which  has  produced  many 
sons  in  each  generation,  who  have  done  good  work 
tor  their  state  in  the  way  of  citisenship  and  public 
service. 

Robert  L.  Lattimore  was  educated  in  Roxton  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Roxton  High  School.  After  a  year 
as  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  the  Prairie  Point  District, 
Mr.  Lattimore  took  up  the  study  of  law  under'  the  pre- 
ceptorship  of  W.  P.  Brown  and  the  firm  of  Wolf,  Sher- 
man &  Semple,  and  his  admission  to  the  bar  followed  on 
December  21,  1898.  Mr.  Lattimore  established  himself 
in  Paris  soon  thereafter  in  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
and  after  two  years  of  legal  activity  was  appointed  as- 
sistant county  attorney  by  Leslie  L.  Hardison,  serving 
four  years  in  that  capacity.  In  1904  he  was  elected  to 
the  office,  which  he  filled  most  acceptably  for  another 
four  years.  His  term  of  office  was  marked  by  a  number 
of  prominent  cases,  among  which  was  the  prosecution 
of  the  Youngs  for  murder,  which  terminated  in  the  con- 
fession of  one  of  those  implicated  after  she  had  been 
committed  to  prison  for  life.  The  murder  of  one 
Jacowby.  a  prominent  rural  school  teacher,  by  one  Long 
furnished  another  case  peculiar  in  the  annals  of  crime 
in  Lamar  county,  the  prosecution  of  which  fell  to  Mr. 
Lattimore,  who  convicted  his  man,  and  Long  is  now  serv- 
ing a  life  sentence  in  prison.  Other  cases  of  a  similar 
kind  came  up  during  Mr.  Lattimore 's  incumbency  of 
office  and  he  handled  them  in  that  careful  and  effective 
manner  that  came  to  mark  his  regime  as  one  of  the  most 
efficient  ones  in  the  history  of  the  county. 

In  1908  Mr.  Lattimore  was  elected  district  attorney 
without  opposition,  and  served  thus  for  another  four 
years.  His  district  comprised  Red  River,  Lamar,  and 
Fannin  counties,  and  the  work  of  his  department  was 
conducted  along  lines  of  the  most  complete  thorough- 
ness, so  that  offenders  against  the  law  suffered  the  con- 
sequences of  their  crimes  in  every  instance.  He  retired 
from  office  in  December,  1912,  resuming  private  practice 
in  association  with  Mr.  Hutchinson. 

Mr.  Lattimore  was  married  to  Miss  Jessie  Caviness, 
daughter  of  C.  G.  Caviness,  a  well-known  contractor  of 
this  city,  who  came  to  Texas  from  the  state  of  Ar- 
kansas. Mrs.  Caviness  is  the  mother  of  four  children. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lattimore  have  been  born  two  children — 
Bob  and  Louise. 
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Willis  A.  Holloway.  Now  living  retired  at  Jlid- 
land,  Mr.  Holloway  is  a  Texas  farmer  and  cattleman 
whose  experience  covers  more  than  half  a  century  and 
who  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  American 
stock  settled  in  the  state. 

Willis  A.  Holloway  was  born  December  20,  183.5, 
near  San  Augustine,  Texas.  His  father  was  Simpson 
Holloway,  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  who  came  to 
Texas  in  1818  and  located  on  a  farm  near  San  Augus- 
tine. He  was  thus  a  settler  of  Texas  three  years  before 
the  first  Austin  colony  was  introduced  into  the  bound- 
aries of  the  province  and  he  was  among  the  few  Ameri- 
cans who  had  located  in  the  eastern  border  of  the  state. 
Simpson  Holloway  was  a  soldier  of  the  Mexican  war 
and  had  also  served  in  the  Revolution  of  Texas  during 
the  thirties.  The  Holloway  family  is  of  mingled  Scotch, 
Irish  and  French  and  Dutch  descent,  and  the  name  has 
been  identified  with  the  southern  states  for  generations 
and  the  families  have  always  been  planters  and  farmers 
and  before  the  Civil  war  owned  slaves. 

Mr.  Holloway  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  enlisted 
in  the  civil  service  and  served  in  the  troops  under  Col 
Henry  McCullough.  He  went  all  through  the  war  and 
afterwards  was  at  three  different  times  a  member  of  the 
State  Bangers  Service,  his  service  being  under  John 
Cannon,  John  F.  Ford  and  Captain  Kirk  Mays.  He 
also  belonged  to  an  independent  ranger  company  for 
several  years  in  the  Indian  campaign  and  he  now  draws 
a  pension  for  his  services  of  tvventy  dollars  per  month. 

Mr.  Holloway  was  engaged  in  the  cattle  business  at 
Midland  up  to  1905  and  in  that  year  was  elected  county 
treasurer,  an  office  which  he  filled  with  fidelity  and  zeal 
for  six  years,  and  since  then  has  been  retired,  living  on 
his  farm  near  Midland.  Jlr.  Holloway  first  married 
Mifs  Mary  Roberts,  of  Alabama,  her  family  having  come 
to  Texas  at  an  early  date.  She  died  in  1868.  His  second 
marriage  occurred  some  years  later  when  Miss  Martha 
McReynolds  became  his  wife.  They  are  the  parents  of 
one  son,  who  is  now  nineteen  years  of  age.  Mr.  Hollo- 
way is  a  stanch  Democrat  in  politics  and  has  always 
given  his  time  and  contributed  otherwise  to  the  party 
organization.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church,  having  been  a  deacon  of 
that  church  for  forty  years. 

N.  Lawrence  Lindsley.  The  high  accomplishments 
that  have  marked  the  professional  career  of  N.  Lawrence 
Linds^ley,  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Dallas 
county  bar,  prove  his  fitness  as  a  representative  of  a  fam- 
ily that  for  generations  has  been  noted  for  its  attain- 
ments in  the  learned  professions.  His  great-grandfather, 
Philip  Lindsley,  was  a  noted  educator  and  was  president 
of  what  was  formerly  Nashville  University,  now  Vander- 
bilt  University,  Nashville,  Tennessee.  His  grandparents 
were  N.  Lawrence  and  Julia  (Stevens)  Lindsley,  the 
former  of  whom  collaborated  in  the  compiling  of 
Worcester's  Dictionary,  while  the  latter  was  a  daughter 
of  Moses  Stevens,  also  a  widely  known  educator,  to  whose 
memory  stands  a  monument  in  the  old  city  cemetery, 
Nashville,  erected  by  the  Masonic  Grand  Lodge  of  Ten- 
nessee. The  father  of  Mr.  Lindsley,  Henry  Stevens 
Lindsley,  was  a  lawyer  of  distinction  in  central  Ten- 
nessee, where  he  died  in  187.5,  and  one  of  his  uncles  was 
the  late  Judge  Philip  Lindsley.  of  Dallas,  Texas.  Mr. 
Lindsley 's  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Bashie 
Atkins." 

N.  Lawrence  Lindsley  was  born  at  Lebanon,  Wilson 
county,  Tennessee,  in  June,  1873,  and  was  thoroughly 
educated  in  the  classical,  literary,  and  legal  courses  at 
Cumberland  University,  his  native  place.  He  was  there 
graduated  in  January,  1894,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws,  and  soon  thereafter  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  Evansville,  Indiana.  His  abilities 
were  quickly  recognized,  a  large  and  representative  prac- 
tice resulted,  and  he  was  eventually  retained  as  atttor- 


ney  by  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.  As 
counsel  for  this  corporation  he  came  to  Dallas,  Texas,  in 
1899,  and  here  he  was  at  once  welcomed  among  the 
leading  legists  of  the  city.  Although  he  has  retained 
his  official  position  with  the  telegraph  company,  he  is 
also  engaged  in  the  general  practice.  During  the  last 
.several  years,  in  recognition  of  his  services,  the  com- 
pany has  not  only  retained  him  in  cases  in  which  his 
personal  attention  has  been  desired,  but  also  in  associa- 
tion with  other  attorneys  throughout  the  state  on  the 
appeal  of  their  eases.  As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Lindsley  is  up 
to  the  best  standards  of  his  ijrofession.  In  the  best 
sense  of  the  word  he  had  been  a  full-measured  man  and 
<itizcii.  filling  all  the  places  of  professional  and  social 
lil'.'  with  Lire  ability  and  conscientious  zeal  and  an 
I'iiiiir^t  |.mpiise  which  have  made  his  influence  in  Dallas 
a  i(riist,int  l(iri-e  in  behalf  of  the  principles  of  good 
citiienslii|..  His  legal  kiiowlclge,  |)erception,  shrewd- 
ness, and  aliility  are  nt  tin'  liinlirst  (irder,  and  his  devo- 
tion t(i  liis  prnfessiDn  ainl  the  iiiiii.sts  of  his  clients  has 
been  di;-tinguished  even  in  a  cuniinuiiity  of  lawyers  so 
strong,  intent  and  tireless  as  those  of  Dallas.  He  is  a 
good  speaker,  of  the  persuasive  and  convincing  kind,  and 
his  cases  are  carefully  thought  and  studied  before  trial 
and  then  ably  argued  and  contested  before  court  and 
jury.  As  might  be  expected  from  his  scholarly  train- 
ing, the  law  has  not  alienated  his  attention  from  general 
literature,  and  he  is  as  pleasant  to  meet  socially  as  a. 
friend  as  he  is  formidable  professionally  as  an  oppo- 
nent. 

In  1899,  Mr.  Lindsley  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mildred  Maude  Field,  the  daughter  of  Judge  A.  H. 
Field,  of  Dallas,  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  famous 
lawyers  in  the  state  during  the  early  days,  and  consid- 
ered the  greatest  jury  lawyer  in  Texas. 

Stephen  Decatur  Brown.  For  manay  years  one  of 
the  quietly  prosperous  and  enterprising  citizens  of  the 
vicinity  of  Dallas  was  the  late  Stephen  Decatur  Brown, 
well  known  as  a  stockman  and  farmer,  whose  home  on 
the  outskirts  of  Dallas  has  in  recent  years  become  built 
up  and  practically  a  part  of  the  city. 

Stephen  Decatur  Brown  was  born  in  Virginia,  Febru- 
ary 21,  1853,  and  he  died  Sc|.t..nd.er  13,  1883.  His 
])arents  were  William  and  Mary  I'.ii.wn,  both  natives  of 
Virginia,  and  they  hail  fimr  ■liihluMi,  only  one  now  liv- 
ing, named  as  follows:  Osrar.  .Icceased;  John,  de- 
ceased; Mary,  the  wife  of  Dr.  William  Berkly,  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  and  Stephen  Decatur. 

The  war  disturbed  all  peace  and  order  in  Virginia 
during  the  '60e  and  came  at  a  time  when  Stephen  De- 
catur Brown  was  a  boy  hardly  in  his  teens,  and  while 
getting  his  first  lessons  in  the  local  schools.  He  ran 
nwny  from  school  and  joined  the  Confederate  army 
iimlcr  (!i>iieral  Lee,  and  served  as  a  private  from  the 
early  |  art  of  the  war  until  its  close.  Although  a  boy, 
lie  dill  an  cttic-ient  part  as  soldier  and  continued  in  active 
scrvi.(>  until  the  end.  He  was  never  wounded  nor  cap- 
tureii.  After  his  discharge  from  the  army  he  went  out 
to  New  Mexico  and  engageil  in  the  cattle  business  there. 
Later  he  was  in  Comanche  county,  Texas,  where  he  was 
elected  and  gave  capable  service  as  sheriff  for  two  years. 
After  that  he  moved  to  Dallas  county,  and  thereafter 
until  his  death  was  prosperously  engaged  in  stock  rais- 
ing. He  built  his  home  where  Mrs.  Brown  still  resides, 
at  1320  Penn  avenue,  and  continued  to  operate  his  farm 
and  stock  business  for  many  years.  His  widow  now 
owns  seven  residences  which  were  built  on  the  original 
farm.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church 
and  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and,  though  always 
public  spirited  and  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  com- 
munity, was  never  willinglv  a  candidate  for  office. 

In  1873,  Mr.  Brown  married  Miss  Octavia  Coleman,  a 
native  of  Texas  and  a  daughter  of  Dr.  George  S.  and 
Ellen  (Douglas)  Coleman.  Dr.  Coleman  was  a  native 
of  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  and  his  wife  of  Virginia. 
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There  were  six  chililren  in  the  Coleman  family,  men- 
tioned as  follows:  Mary  S.,  deceased;  David  S.,  of 
Athens,  Texas;  William  D.,  dec-eased;  Douglas,  de- 
ceased; Mrs.  Brown;  and  Carrie,  who  is  unmarried  and 
lives  with  Mrs.  Brown.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brown  were  born  four  children:  CJeorge  C.  Brown 
is  an  optician  of  Dallas,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Brown  and  Montgomery ;  Alexander  B.  is  deceased ; 
Edgar  D.  is  employed  in  the  treasurer's  department  of 
the  Texas  &  Pacific  Eailroad  and  is  unmarried ;  Gertrude 
is  deceased. 

Walter  Shepherd  Trigg.  On  August  3,  1905,  at  his 
home  in  Dallas,  closed  the  life  record  of  Walter  Shep- 
herd Trigg,  who  had  made  an  almost  extraordinary  suc- 
cess as  a  business  man,  and  whose  charity  and  public 
spirit  equaled  his  material  success.  For  some  years  dur- 
ing his  early  career  he  lived  at  Dallas,  but  his  achieve- 
ments in  business  were  centered  at  Paris,  which  was  his 
home  until  shortly  before  his  death. 

Walter  Shepherd  Trigg  was  born  in  Gallatin,  Ten- 
nessee, July  22,  1854,  and  was  fifty-one  years  of  age  at 
his  death.  His  parents  were  John  H.  and  Catherine 
(Shepherd)  Trigg,  both  natives  of  Tennessee,  where  the 
father  was  a  merchant.  There  were  eleven  children  in 
the  family,  only  the  first  of  whom  is  still  living,  their 
names  being  as  follows:  Martha,  widow  of  Will  Lucas, 
of  Gallatin,  Tennessee,  and  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren ;  James,  Charles,  John,  Nannie,  Lillie,  Nancy,  Mary, 
Walter,  William,  and  Walter  S. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  his  mother  when  he  was  nine 
years  of  age,  Walter  Shepherd  Triorg  had  a  very  early 
start  in  life's  responsibilities.  His  ciUieation  after  that 
was  exceedingly  limited  :mi.I  Ih'  |.i.ictically  carved  his 
onu  fortune  from  the  liryiiinini;  tn  end.  For  several 
years  he  earned  his  way  by  clerking  in  a  store,  and  then 
took  a  course  in  dentistry.  He  followed  that  profes- 
sion for  a  few  years  until  he  perceived  that  the  possi- 
bilities were  restricted  and  that  he  could  never  expand 
beyond  certain  limits.  In  1876  Mr.  Trigg  settled  in 
Dallas,  where  he  began  work  for  a  large  leather  and 
saddle  manufacturing  concern.  During  the  ten  years 
spent  with  that  house  he  laid  the  foundation  for  his 
independent  business  career.  Moving  to  Paris,  Texas, 
he  engaged  in  the  saddle  business  for  himself  and  was 
for  nineteen  years  proprietor  of  a  constantly  growing 
concern  in  that  city.  He  was  onaaged  in  both  the 
wholesale  and  rrf:iii  1i,-iiih-«  :in.|  -iiddlery  trade,  and 
built  up  his  eiitn|i]i^,  in  l,ii-c  |ii  (.|iortions.  In  March, 
1905,  having  sol. I  mil  in-  Iimmims^,  In-  retired  to  Dallas, 
where  he  had  his  home  dunny  tlie  iciiiaining  few  months 
of  his  life.  When  he  first  w.^iif  to  Paris.  Mr.  Trigg 
started  with  a  very  small  caiiitid  ami  only  a  limited  stoi-k. 
By  hard  work,  close  attention  to  detail  and  fair  and 
honorable  dealings,  he  was  soon  on  the  road  to  success, 
and  his  trade  grew  so  rajiidly  that  after  a  few  years  the 
business  was  incorporated,  :ind  he  continued  as  its  presi 
dent  until  he  finally  sohl  out.  While  at  Paris  he  also 
organized  and  conducted  a  horse  collar  factory  and  his 
products  were  sold  throughout  the  southern  states. 

The  late  Mr.  Trigg  was  extremely  charitable,  and  dur- 
ing his  residence  at  Paris  there  was  never  an  undertaking 
in  building  or  in  institutional  work  with  which  his  name 
was  not  connected  as  a  financial  contributor  or  in  some 
other  way.  He  was  long  an  active  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  at  Paris,  in  politics  was  a  Democrat, 
though  never  a  politician,  and  bore  a  helpful  part  in  all 
relations  with  his  conimunitv.  Fraternally  he  was  affil- 
iated with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

In  ISSO  Mr.  Trigg  mairie.l  Miss  Mary  Catherine  Hat- 
yenbuehler,  a  native  of   IIIukh-  ,iio1  a   daughter  of  Peter 

and  Elizabeth  (Lutz)   ll.iizenl in,  v.     Her  parents  were 

natives  of  Germany  and  her  lather  was  a  farmer.  Mrs. 
Trigg  was  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  the 
others  being  mentioned  as  follows:  Peter,  deceased; 
Catherine,  deceased;  Elizabeth,  deceased;  Denie,  of  Dal- 


las; Katie,  wife  of  Jack  Gorman,  of  Dallas;  John,  of 
Dallas;  Phillip,  of  Dallas,  and  George,  also  a  resident  at 
Dallas.  The  one  child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trigg  is 
Ruby  Shepheril  Trigg,  a  successful  business  man  at 
Dallas,  and  living  with  his  mother  at  their  residence  at 
4503  Junius  street.  Ruby  S.  Trigg  married  Miss 
Mary  Felix  Coonce,  a  native  of  St.  Louis.  They  have  no 
children. 

Hubert  Felix  Leach,  M.  D.  In  matters  of  progres- 
sive citizenship,  as  also  in  the  ability  and  skill  of  his 
profession,  the  city  of  Weatherford  acknowledges  one 
of  its  leading  men  of  affairs  in  the  person  of  Dr.  Leach, 
whose  work  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  and  proprietor 
of  the  only  sanitarium  in  Parker  county  are  well  known. 

Hubert  Felix  Leach  was  born  July  2U,  1875,  in  eastern 
Tennessee,  a  son  of  W.  J.  and  M.  E.  Leach,  who  came 
to  Texas  in  1878  and  located  in  Wise  county.  There 
are  large  families  of  the  Leach  name  in  eastern  TeJ- 
nessee,  and  before  the  war  most  of  them  were  slave 
holders  and  planters.  The  descent  is  from  Scotch-Irish 
ancestors.  W.  J.  Leach  went  through  the  war  as  a  Con- 
federate soldier,  and  afterwards  followed  farming  on  a 
substantial  basis  throughout  his  active  life.  Dr.  Leach 
was  the  third  in  a  family  of  five  sons. 

His  early  education  was  in  the  public  schools  of  Wise 
county,  and  from  1892  to  1895  he  was  a  student  in  the 
Polytechnic  College  of  Fort  Worth.  His  medical  studies 
were  pursued  in  the  medical  department  of  Fort  Worth 
University,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1899,  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  Soon  after  his  graduation  he  began 
active  practice  at  Aledo  in  Parker  county.  Since  1910 
Dr.  Leach  has  had  his  home  and  practice  in  Weather- 
ford.  In  that  city  under  his  direct  supervision  has 
been  erected  a  modern  private  sanitarium,  on  a  high 
and  healthful  location,  and  the  sanitarium  receives  and 
treats  medical  and  surgical  cases  from  all  the  ad.join- 
ing  country.  It  is  the  only  institution  of  the  kind  in 
Parker  county,  and  has  been  of  great  service  to  the  com- 
munity in  affording  facilities  which  previously  could 
not  be  obtained  short  of  Fort  Worth.  In  addition  to 
his  large  private  practice  is  now  serving  as  health  officer 
of  Weatherford.  Since  graduating  from  medical  col- 
lege, his  studies  and  experience  have  combined  to  keep 
him  fully  abreast  of  the  times,  and  he  has  taken  three 
post-graduate  courses  in  the  Chicago  Poly-Clinic,  ami  in 
1913  was  a  student  in  the  medical  department  of  Tulane 
University  at   New  Orleans. 

In    politics   Dr.   Leach    is   a    Democrat.      His   fraternal 
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Mvstir  Sin  in.'.  His  only  other  fraternity  is  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World.  As"  a  niendier  of  the  Weatherford 
Commercial  Club,  he  contributes  his  share  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  commercial  interests  as  promoted  by  that 
liody.  For  a  numljer  of  years  he  has  been  a  steward 
in  the  Methodist   Episcopal   Church  South. 

At  Fort  Worth  on  August  12,  1896,  Dr.  Leach  and 
Miss  Eva  C.  Hall  were  married.  Mrs.  Leach  is  a 
daughter  of  A.  S.  and  M.  E.  Hall,  her  father  a  promi- 
nent ranchman  and  stockman,  who  donated  the  site  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  the  Polytechnic  Col- 
lege at  Fort  Worth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  now  have  their 
home  with  the  doctor  and  wife,  and  are  living  retired. 
Mr  Hall  came  to  Texas  from  Kentucky,  and  located 
in  this  state  before  the  war,  later  serving  as  a  Con- 
federate soldier  throughout  the  period  of  hostilities. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  the  doctor  and  wife, 
and  the  only  son  is  now  deceased.  The  daughters  are: 
Eva  Sue,  aged  fourteen;  ilamie,  aged  twelve,  and 
Elizabeth,  aged  four.     The  two  older  are  now  in  schooli 

Dr.  Leach  is  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  the  resources 
and  advantages  of  Parker  county  and  vicinity.  By  his 
own  example  he  has  done  a  good  deal  to  keep  the  com- 
munity abreast  of  modern  progress.     He  is  the   owner 
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of  a  farm,  and  was  the  first  man  in  Parker  eoimty  to 
build  a  silo,  an  improvement  which  has  subsequently 
been  copied  by  many  of  the  most  progressive  farmers 
in  this  vicinity.  He  also  shipped  the  first  cream  from 
Alcilo,  Parker  county,  and  did  much  to  promote  the 
establishment  and  extension  of  telephone  lines  in  the 
county.  He  was  the  first  member  of  his  profession  in 
Parker  county  to  buy  an  automobile  and  use  it  in  his 
practice. 

Elihu  il.  Wbsb,  M.  D.  One  of  the  pioneer  physi- 
cians of  northwest  Texas  is  Dr.  Elihu  il.  Webb,  who 
has  been  identified  with  Hardiman  county  and  adjacent 
territory  for  upwards  of  twenty-five  years.  He  is  a 
resident  and  man  of  affairs  of  Chillicothe  and  is  the 
oldest  physician  in  point  of  continuous  practice  in  that 
locality.  Dr.  Webb  has  had  a  very  prominent  place  in 
activities  outside  of  his  profession,  and  has  done  much 
to  promote  and  develop  business  enterprise  in  his  section 
of  the  state. 

Elihu  M.  Webb  was  born  in  Perry  county,  Tennessee, 
December  2.3,  IS.^.'j.  He  was  left  an  orphan  at  an  early 
age  and  earned  his  way  and  means  necessary  to  equip 
himself  for  his  learned  profession.  His  great-grand- 
father Webb  came  from  Buncomb  county.  North  Caro- 
lina, to  Perry  county,  Tennessee,  in  1816,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  that  section.  The  Webbs  are  of  English 
ancestry  and  there  is  also  an  admixture  of  German 
stock  in  the  family.  Dr.  Webb's  father  was  Joseph 
Webb,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  who  died  when  his  son 
was  a  child.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a 
Democrat  in  politics.  The  Doctor's  mother  was  Eli?a- 
beth  Webb,  also  a  native  of  Tennessee,  who  died  in  1864, 
the  mother  of  four  children,  of  whom  Dr.  Webb  was  the 
first  born. 

After  the  death  of  his  mother  Dr.  Webb  was  reared 
by  an  uncle.  ^I:ijnr  .Inlm  L.  Webb,  of  Linden,  Tennessee, 
aiid  he  attemlra  y.li(„.l  at  Linden  to  the  age  of  twenty. 
By  hard  work  lie  .|ii;.li)i,.d  himself  for  the  duties  of  a 
teacher,  and  lie  follo\\eil  that  occupation  for  five  years. 
It  was  with  the  earnings  from  this  work  that  he  entered 
upon  his  college  training  and  was  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  Vanderbilt  University  at  Nash- 
ville in  1881.  His  first  practice  was  in  Perry  county, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years,  and  on.  May  12,  188.3, 
arrived  at  Eockdale,  Texas. 

Until  1889  Dr.  Webb  practiced  at  Valley  View,  in 
Cooke  county,  and  then  moved  to  Chillicothe,  where  he 
was  one  of  "the  few  physicians  who  practiced  over  the 
broad  extent  of  northwest  Texas,  and  in  the  early  days 
he  had  his  full  share  of  pioneer  practice,  with  all  its 
hardships  and  difficulties  which  the  physician  had  to 
encounter  before  the  era  of  telephone  and  of  modern 
highways. 

Dr.  Webb  is  sole  proprietor  of  what  was  once  the 
Chillicothe  Telephone  Company,  and  he  owns  the  entire 
plant.  He  owns  the  Webb  building,  a  two-story  brick 
block,  and  the  Webb  opera  house  and  has  given  his 
support  to  a  number  of  local  niidcrt:ikinu^  for  tlir  bene- 
fit of  the  community.  He  i-  ;i  iiuiiili.T  c,f  tl)..  Hardi- 
man f'ounty  aiKl  the  P;inh.-ni.ll.-  Pistnri  Mc,|ir:il  Asso- 
ciations, also  the  Texas  St:iti'  ;\lc.li.:ii  A'^snciiitiun.  He 
is  a  local  surgeon  for  the  Fort  Worth  &  Denver  Railway 
and  for  the  Kansas  City,  Mexico  &  Orient  Railway,  be- 
sides being  local  examiner  for  a  number  of  old-line  in- 
surance companies  and  a  nnnilier  of  fraternal  orders. 
Fraternallv.  Dr.  Wel.l.  Mliilint.-^  witli  the  Masonic  order 
through  the  Royal  Ar.  li,  thr  Cliapter  and  Eastern  Star 
bodies,  and  with  the  liHii'pcii.lciit  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Woodmen's  Circle  and  the  .Modern  Order  of  Pre- 
torians.  He  is  a  ilethodist  in  his  religious  faith  though 
he  retains  membership  in  no  denomination. 

At  Eldorado,  Texas,  as  it  was  then  called,  but  now 
a  portion  of  Greer  county,  Oklahoma,  Dr.  Webb  was 
married  on  April  13,  1892,  to  Miss  Thursey  C.  Bishop, 
a  Texas  girl,  born  April   13,   1877,  and   a  daughter  of 


Simpson  B.  and  Margaret  (Littlejohn)  Bishop,  now  both 
deceased  and  who  were  old  pioneer  settlers  of  Fannin 
and  Greer  counties.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Webb  were  born 
two  children,  a  daughter  and  a  son.  Jessie  May  was 
born  on  August  14,  1893,  and  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1913  from  the  Chillicothe  high  school.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  Mi'tlimlist  iluirch  and  is  now  a  student 
in  Clarendon  coiliy.-,  :i  M.tlin.Hst  institution  of  Claren- 
don. She  is  a  tinv  i\|i.-  ul  Texas  young  womanhood  and 
has  always  been  an  uljidicut  daughter,  very  conscien- 
tious in  all  her  relations  with  family  and  others,  and 
has  exercised  her  talents  to  increase  the  happiness  and 
pleasure  of  all  about  her.  Her  father  and  mother  take 
great  pride  in  this  daughter  and  have  great  hopes  of 
her  success  and  a  worthy  place  in  the  world.  The  son, 
William  S..  was  born  in  Chillicothe,  which  town  was 
also  the  birthplace  of  the  daughter,  on  September  6, 
1895,  and  is  now  a  student  in  the  local  high  school. 
He  has  already  done  much  to  justify  the  care  and  labors 
bestowed  upon  him  by  his  parents,  who  have  well 
grounded  anticipations  for  his  future,  feeling  that  he 
will  always  be  true  to  the  principles  whicli  they  have 
endeavored  to  inculcate  in  his  training.  Mrs.  Webb, 
who  is  popular  and  prominent  in  local  society,  was  a 
charter  member  of  Prairie  Gem  Lodge.  No.  232,  Order 
of  the  Eastern  Star,  at  Chillicothe,  and  has  filled  all  the 
Star  offices  and  is  Past  Worthy  Matron  of  the  order. 
Dr.  Webb  is  justly  proud  of  his  family  and  of  his  wife 
and  says  he  believes  that  there  never  was  a  mother  who 
has  tried  harder  to  instill  the  principles  of  truth  and 
veracity   in   her  children  than   Mrs.   Webb. 

James  M.  I'.i. axkfx.ship.  Since  1910  identified  with 
the  bar  of  Wirhita  I'idls,  Mr.  Blankenship  has  reached 
a  very  crc^lifalili-  jHiMtion  in  local  professional  and  busi- 
ness circles,  and  has  been  honored  with  the  position  of 
vice  president  of  the  Wichita  County  Bar  Association. 
He  is  a  young  man,  possesses  the  qualities  of  energy 
and  talents  which  are  the  chief  requisites  in  the  law, 
and  his  friends  predict  for  him  a  brilliant  future. 

James  M.  Blankenship  was  born  in  Macon  county, 
Tennessee,  September  21,  1882,  the  youngest  of  five 
sons  and  one  daughter,  born  to  S.  S.  M.  and  Kathrine 
(White)  Blankenship.  Both  parents  were  natives  of 
Tennessee,  and  are  still  living,  the  father  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two,  and  the  mother  aged  seventy-three.  The 
father  by.  occupation  has  been  a  farmer.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Kentucky  Regiment, 
and  though  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro, 
continued  on  as  a  soldier  until  the  end  of  the  struggle. 

Mr.  BlnnkcTi'hip  n«  a  \>m-  attended  school  in  both 
Knitiirkv   ,-nnl   Trmic-r,..   .-iihl    :ic.|iiiiv.l   a   liberal   educa- 

C..II,-.',  :iii"l  Ik. Ill  I  lie  Suiii  lirni  .XniiiKd  School  of  Ken- 
til. ■k\  witli  til.'  ilegrec  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1904, 
an. I  with  111.'  A.  B.  degree  in  1906.  From  Cumberland' 
Uiii\.TMiv  li.'  graduated  in  law  in  1907.  In  the  latter 
yeiir  hi'  .■.iiiii'  to  Texas  to  take  up  the  active  work  of 
his  profession,  first  locating  at  Dallas,  where  he  re- 
mained six  months,  and  for  fifteen  months  was  at  Pilot 
Point.  In  March,  1910,  he  established  himself  in 
Wichita  Falls,  and  since  that  time  has  become  known  as 
one  of  the  most  skillful  younger  members  of  the  local 
bar.  He  has  a  general  practice,  and  his  business  is 
increasing  with  every  year. 

FratcriKillv  ^rr.  P.binkni^hip  is  nffilinted  with  the 
Woodmen  ..f  tli..  \V,.rl.i.  th.'  1  ii.l,.]..-.ii.l.'iit  ()v.l.-.r  of  Odd 
Fellows,    ii.i.l    tl..'    l;.'n.'N..|,.i,i    ;,i,.|    I■l■,.t.'.•tl^.'    Order    of 

Elks-.      Ill    |...liti.'s  li..    I-   11    n.'i -rat.      At    Wi.hita   Falls 

on  June  IH,  1912,  lie  iiiarne.i  .Miss  N.'lli.'  Wiii.l.  a  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .1.  C.  War.l  of  Wi.-lnrii  Falls,  and 
has  been  identifie.l  with  Wi.hita  Fall^  t..i  iieiuy  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blankenshi].  have  one  uiii.  Aniie  Ruth, 
born  July  20,  1913.  He  is  very  fon.l  of  outdoor  life 
and  sports,  and  he  and  his  wife  move  in  the  best  social 
circles  of  Wichita  Falls. 
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Thomas  Benton  Pruett.  No  man  bears  a  finer  rec- 
ord in  Peeos  and  Eeeves  county,  Texas,  than  Thomas 
Benton  Pruett,  one  of  the  most  prominent  business  men 
in  this  section.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
region,  and  as  one  of  the  pioneer  lumbermen  did  much 
for  the  development  of  the  country  around  Pecos.  He 
is  now  the  head  of  one  of  the  largest  lumber  concerns 
in  western  Texas,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  most  influ- 
ential men  in  the  business  world  of  this  section.  But 
his  success  in  business  is  not  what  has  given  him  his 
wide  popularity,  it  is  rather  the  way  in  which  he  has 
earned  this  prosperity,  for  no  more  honorable  career  can 
be  pointed  to  than  Mr.  Pruett 's.  He  has  the  highest 
reputation  for  honor  and  integrity  and  possesses  the  con- 
fidence of  the  entire  business  world,  for  he  has  never 
been  known  to  conduct  a  business  deal  in  anything  but 
the  most  honorable  way.  His  geniality  and  ability  to 
make  friends  has  won  for 
friends  both  in  Peeos  and 
he  has  lived. 

Thomas  Benton  Pruett  was  born  on  the  7th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1855,  in  White  county,  Arkansas.  His  father,  Ben- 
jamin H.  Pruett,  was  born  in  Kentucky.  He  lived  there 
until  after  his  marriage  to  Nancy  McBride,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  in  1849  they  removed 
to  White  county,  Arkansas.  Here  Mr.  Pruett  became 
fairly  successful  as  a  farmer,  dying  in  1892.  He  was 
born  in  1808  and  was  eighty-four  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Mrs.  Pruett,  who  was  born  in  1817 
lived  until  1898,  when  she  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  Benjamin  Pruett  and  his 
wife,  and  five  of  this  number  are  deceased.  In  addition 
to  Thomas  B.  Pruett,  those  living  are  Phillip  H.  Pruett, 
who  is  a  prominent  stock  man  of  Alpine,  Texas;  James 
B.  Pruett,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Hopkins  county, 
Texas,  and  Diana,  who  is  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Hinson,  of 
Alpine,  Texas. 

Thomas  B.  Pruett  was  the  next  to  the  youngest  child 
and  the  education  which  he  received  was  very  meager, 
amounting  to  twelve  months  in  all.  Even  this 
little  schooling,  which  was  had  in  the  private  school 
of  White  county,  Arkansas,  was  received  at  the  rate  of 
two  months  a  year.  Not  only  were  the  country  schools 
of  the  poorest  but  it  was  a  hard  struggle  for  existence 
in  those  days  and  children  had  to  get  what  education 
they  could  and  be  thankful  for  it.  no  matter  how  little 
it  was.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  farming  in 
WTiite  county,  and  for  fourteen  years  followed  this  occu- 
pation. During  this  period,  in  September,  1874,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Minerva  Hammons,  who  was  born  in 
White  county,  Arkansas.  In  1887  he  sold  his  farm  and 
moved  to  Texas  where  he  located  at  Fort  Davis.  Here 
he  went  into  the  mercantile  business  and  became  very 
successful.  He  preferred  the  farm,  however,  and  so  after 
a  time  sold  his  business  to  good  advantage  and  moved 
to  Fannin  county,  Texas,  where  he  bought  a  farm 
and  settled  down  to  the  old  life  again.  He  lived  here 
for  three  years  when  his  wife  died,  leaving  him  with 
the  care  of  a  family  of  seven  small  children,  the  young- 
est of  whom  died  eight  months  after  the  death  of  the 
mother.  With  six  children  to  rear  and  educate  and  no 
wife  to  help  him.  life  looked  pretty  gray  to  ilr.  Pruett 
about  this  time,  but  he  was  not  to  be  discouraged,  and 
so  selling  his  farm  in  Fannin  county  he  removed  to 
Mitchell  county,  Texas,  where  he  farmed  for  a  year. 

It  was  in  1892  that  he  moved  to  Pecos  and  here  his 
real  prosperity  began.  His  first  essay  at  business  was 
as  the  owner  of  a  transfer  and  dravage  business  and 
for  four  years  he  followed  this  line"  successfully.  He 
then  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  being  one  "of  the 
very  first  men  to  enter  this  field  in  this  section.  He 
has  been  very  successful' and  between  1896  and  1905 
established  five  lumber  yards.  These  are  located  at 
Pecos,  Toyah,  Barstow.  Monahan  and  Grand  Falls.  In 
1905  he  organized  the  Pruett  Lumber  Company,  having 
previously  been  in  business  by  himself.     The  capital  was 


twenty-five  thousand  dollars  and  in  1907  this  capital 
was  increased  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  He 
served  as  president  of  the  company  for  two  years  and 
during  this  time  has  added  three  more  yards  to  those 
already  in  operation.  The  new  yards  are  located  at 
Pyote,  Saragossa  and  Balmorhea,  Texas.  He  has  con- 
siderable capital  invested  in  real  estate  in  this  section 
of  Texas,  owning  in  addition  to  his  fine  home  in  Pecos, 
four  sections  of  land  in   Reeves  county. 

Mr.  Pruett  should  be  credited  with  the  success  of  his 
children  as  well  as  his  own  success  for  it  is  largely  due 
to  his  careful  training  and  the  good  education  which 
he  has  given  them  that  they  are  the  successful  and  use- 
ful men  and  women  which  they  have  become.  The  eldest, 
Vida  Pruett,  is  now  the  wife  of  the  Eeverend  Joel  F. 
Hedgpeth,  the  minister  of  the  Methodist  church  in  Pecos. 
Tina  is  the  widow  of  William  Adams,  who  died  in  1909 
at  Barstow,  Texas,  as  the  county  clerk  of  Ward  county, 
and  she  now  makes  her  home  in  Pecos.  Verde  Elmer 
Pruett  is  the  manager  of  one  of  the  Pruett  Lumber 
Company's  yards,  located  at  Balmorhea,  Texas.  Mamie 
married  A.  Graves  Taggert,  who  is  the  bookkeeper  of 
the  Pecos  Mercantile  Company  at  Pecos.  Lilian  Pruett 
is  a  successful  teacher  of  music  at  Pecos.  Pear,  the 
youngest,  married  Charles  Jorden,  who  is  connected  with 
the  Pecos  Valley  State  Bank  of  Pecos. 

In  1899  Mr.  Pruett  was  married  again,  his  wife  being 
Miss  Mamie  Taylor,  the  daughter  of  Ira  and  Mrs.  A.  O. 
Taylor.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  this  union,  as 
follows,  Ora,  who  is  now  twelve  years  old,  and  Thomas 
Benton  Pruett,  Jr. 

Mr.  Pruett  is  -a  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  and 
for  twenty-one  years  has  served  as  a  steward  in  this 
church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  being  a  Eoyal  Arch  Mason.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

F.  S.  Eberhart.  a  prominent  attorney  at  Mineral 
Wells,  where  he  located  in  1908,  Mr.  Eberhart  began 
practice  in  Texas  in  1886,  and  has  long  had  a  high 
standing  as  a  lawyer  and  a  public  spirited  citizen.  His 
position  has  been  gained  through  his  individual  efforts, 
and  early  in  life  he  manifested  talents  fitting  him  for 
a  career  of  service  both  to  himself  and  to  his  com- 
munity. 

F.  S.  Eberhart  is  a  native  of  Georgia,  where  Mr. 
Eberhart 's  family  has  been  a  numerous  and  thrifty  stock 
since  the  early  days.  On  his  father 's  side,  Mr.  Eberhart 
is  of  German  and  Welsh  descent,  and  his  mother  is  of 
English  lineage.  Nearly  all  the  members  of  the  family 
were  planters  and  slave  holders  before  the  war,  and 
were  of  that  substantial  stock  upon  whom  the  results 
of  the  struggle  bore  most  heavily.  Mr.  Eberhart  was 
born  in  Elberta  county,  January  9,  1862,  a  son  of  George 
and  Sarah  Helen  Eberhart.  His  father  was  a  physician 
and  saw  service  in  the  Confederate  army,  first  as  a 
surgeon,  and  later  organized  and  became  captain  of  a 
company  of  his  own.  He  and  his  company  participated 
in  many  of  the  battles  in  General  Lee's  army  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  he  was  in  the  struggle  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end.  After  the  war  his  practice  was  resumed, 
and  was  continued  until  his  death  at  Hartwell  in 
Hart  county,  Georgia,  in  1893.  The  mother  died  there 
about  1901.'  Three  of  the  nine  children  are  still  living 
and  the  Mineral  Wells  attorney  was  fourth  in  order  of 
birth.  Two  brothers,  E.  J.  and  H.  H.  Eberhart  are 
farmers  in  South  Carolina.  The  grandfather  of  Mr. 
Eberhart  was  a  large  planter  and  slave  holder  in 
Georgia  before  the  war. 

F.  S.  Eberhart  finished  his  early  schooling  in  the 
Hartwell  high  school  in  Georgia.  Several  years  before 
reaching  his  majority  he  came  to  Texas  with  Professor 
M.  V.  Looney,  who  had  been  his  former  tutor,  and 
after  reaching  this  state  qualified  as  a  teacher  and 
assisted  Professor  Looney  in  a  school  at  Overton  in 
Rusk    county,    and    later    at   Atlanta.      His    work    as    a 
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teacher  was  also  continued  at  Madisonville,  and  in  the 
meantime  having  taken  up  the  study  of  law,  he  pursued 
it  vigorously  until  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Madisonville 
on  May  14,  1886.  His  first  cases  as  a  lawyer  were  ob- 
tained in  Cass  county,  and  from  there  he  moved  to 
Gilmer  in  1892.  Since  1908  Mr.  Eberhart  has  be?n  one 
of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Mineral  Wells.  Though  a 
stanch  Democrat  and  often  working  privately  in  the  in- 
terests of  his  party,  Mr.  Eberhart  has  firmly  declined 
all  proffers  to  enter  polities  for  office  or  other  honors, 
and  has  given  his  best  service  in  the  capacity  of  a 
lawyer  and  a  public  spirited  citizen.  Mr.  Eberhart  is 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Min- 
eral Wells,  is  a  Chapter  Masou  ami  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  I'ytliias,  lu'lmi-s  tn  the  Mineral  Wells  Com- 
mercial Cliili,  ;iihl  IS  a.tnf  ill  till'  .Mi'thodist  Episcopal 
Church  .Siiiitli,  iiii'l  sii|ii-riiitrii.lriit  uf  iis  Sunday  school. 
On  Decciubcr  -i,  1&»'J.  at  Madisuuville,  Texas,  Mr. 
Eberhart  married  Miss  Lila  Byers,  a  daughter  of  J.  A. 
and  Zue  A.  Byers.  Her  father  vsas  born  in  Texas,  was 
a  farmer  throughout  his  active  career,  and  during  the 
war  served  in  the  Confederate  army  along  the  coast. 
Her  mother  came  from  Georgia,  a  daughter  of  Eobert 
Westmoreland,  who  owned  a  large  plantation  and  many 
slaves  in  that  state,  and  who  came  to  Texas  while  the 
war  was  still  in  progress.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eberhart  have 
one  child,  a  daughter  of  Lila  Maud,  born  September  IS, 
1900,  and   now  attending  school. 

William  H.  Mekceb.  The  business  position  of  Mr. 
Mercer  at  Mineral  Wells  is  that  of  superintendent  of 
the  City  Water  Wbrks.  That  indicates  only  one  phase 
of  his  varied  activities  and  his  value  as  a  social  factor 
in  the  community.  Mr.  Mercer  is  one  of  the  prominent 
Masons  of  North  Texas,  has  long  been  active  in  com- 
munity affairs,  is  a  zealous  worker  for  church  and  char- 
ity, and  is  a  man  whose  upright  life  has  not  only 
brought  him  personally  high  esteem,  but  has  resulted 
in  numberless  acts   of  kindness  and  love  to  his   fellow 

William  H.  Mercer  was  born  July  21,  1872,  at  Tehua- 
cana,  in  Limestone  county,  Texas.  It  has  always  been  a 
matter  of  satisfaction  to  himself  that  he  is  a  native 
of  Texas.  His  parents  were  Adiel  S.  and  Julia  (Hamil- 
ton) Mercer,  who  came  from  Georgia  to  Texas  in  1861, 
locating  at  Towash  in  Hill  county.  His  father,  who  was 
a  nephew  of  Professor  Jesse  Mercer,  founder  of  Mer- 
cer's University  at  Cartersville,  Georgia,  was  a  farmer 
and  stockman  for  many  years,  sold  out  his  interests  about 
1900,  and  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at  Mineral 
Wells  until  his  death  in  February,  1910.  The  mother 
is  still  living  at  Mineral  Wells.  There  were  ten  chil- 
dren in  the  family,  six  daughters  and  four  sons,  and 
the  oldest  of  these  is  William  H. 

His  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm,  and  his  educa- 
tion was  liberal,  and  he  was  able  to  complete  the 
course  at  Trinity  University  at  Tehuacana.  A\Tiile  as- 
sisting his  father  he  learned  all  the  details  of  farming 
and  stock  raising,  but  chose  a  business  career.  His 
first  position  was  as  bookkeeper  and  manager  for  the 
Eound  Bale  Cotton  Company,  a  large  concern  operating 
branch  plants  at  Gatesville,  Waco,  Belton.  and  Houston. 
In  1906  Mr.  Mercer  took  a  position  as  branch-house 
manager  for  Swift  &  Co.,  Chicago,  and  for  two  years 
was  located  at  Abilene.  From  Abilene  he  came  to 
Mineral  Wells,  and  has  since  been  closely  identified  with 
this  great  health  resort  and  thriving  commercial  center. 
His  first  two  years  of  residence  here  were  spent  as  man- 
ager for  the  Mineral  Wells  Light,  Power  &  Heating 
Company.  This  was  followed  by  his  election  and  serv- 
ice as  city  auditor,  and  general  superintendent  of  the 
city  water  works  in  1908,  and  his  attention  has  since 
been  closely  directed  to  the  large  and  responsible  pub- 
lic affairs  entrusted  to  his  charge.  The  water  supply 
of  Mineral  Wells  comes  from  a  large  lake  of  seven  hun- 
dred acres  situated  across  the  hills  west  from  the  town. 
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The  water  is  pumped  through  mains  through  the  town 
to  a  large  standpipe,  situated  on  an  eminence  east  of 
the  city,  and  this  standpipe  gives  a  pressure  of  ei<>hty- 
seven  pounds  to  the  square  inch.  It  is  soft  water,  and 
of  the  highest  quality  for  all  purposes. 

In  politics  Mr.  Mercer  has  always  voted  and  sup- 
ported the  Democratic  ticket,  and  as  a  citizen  has  given 
both  intelligence  and  the  most  scrupulous  integrity  to 
the  discharge  of  all  duties  conferred  upon  him  by  his 
community.  His  Masonic  relations  are  as  follows- 
Member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  at  Mineral  Wells,  of  which 
he  IS  past  master;  past  worthy  patron  of  the  Order  of 
the  Eastern  Star;  past  high  priest  of  the  Eoyal  Arch 
chapter;  past  illustrious  master  of  the  council  of  Eoyal 
and  Select  Masters;  a  member  of  Dallas  Consistory 
No.  2,  of  the  Scottish  Eite;  and  member  of  Hella 
Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Mr.  Mercer  is  past  ex- 
alted ruler  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  past  chancellor  commander  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias;  past  grand  in  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  He  has  long  been  interested  in  the  work 
of  public  charity  :iii.l  briH'volence.  He  is  now  presi- 
dent of  the  Unit.. I  1  li.-intirs  and  Corrections  of  Min- 
eral Wells.  Hr  I-  iii.isniv,  uf  the  Palo  Pinto  County 
Fair  Association,  .-niil  n  .liicctor  in  the  Mineral  Wells 
Commercial  Club. 

Jlr.  Mercer  is  chaplain  of  the  Volunteer  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  since  the  death  of  his  father  has  acted  as 
chaplain  of  the  Stonewall  Jackson  Camp  of  Confed- 
erate Veterans.  His  church  membership  is  with  the 
Baptist  denomination,  in  which  he  is  a  deacon  and  is 
secretary    and    treasurer    of    the   Sabbath   school. 

Mr.  Mercer  is  a  bachelor,  has  always  regarded  his 
parents'  home  his  own,  and  says  that  he  has  never 
missed  a  birthday  dinner  or  a  Christmas  dinner  that 
his  mother  has  cooked  or  superintended  during  his  life- 
time. It  is  his  intention  to  make  Mineral  Wells  hig 
permanent  home,  and  his  relations  with  this  community 
are  of  the  most  pleasant  and  agreeable  kind,  all  his  fel- 
lows having  the  utmost  confidence  and  respect  for  his 
character  and  ability.  Mr.  Mercer  has  made  himself  the 
particular  friend  and  guardian  of  the  young  men  of  his 
community.  Wherever  possible  he  endeavors  to  help 
younger  people  both  by  advice  and  by  practical  assist- 
ance. His  favorite  method  of  counseling  his  young 
friends  is  the  distribution  of  printed  slips,  which  he  al- 
ways carries  about  him.  and  a  quotation  of  the  words 
printed  on  one  of  these  slips  will  indicate  what  he  con- 
siders practical  ami  insj.iring  advice.  The  slip  reads  as 
follows:  "A  man  tlnit's  rlean  inside  and  out,  who 
neither  looks  up  to  the  rirh  or  down  to  the  poor,  who 
can  lose  without  squealing  and  win  without  bragging, 
who  is  considerate  of  women,  children  and  old  people, 
who  is  too  brave  to  lie,  too  generous  to  cheat,  and 
who  takes  his  share  of  the  world  and  lets  others  have 
theirs. ' ' 

John  Schmidt.  More  than  thirty-five  years  have 
passed  since  John  Schmidt  became  identified  with  the 
varied  business  interests  of  Nacogdoches,  and  during  all 
this  period  he  has  been  known  as  one  of  its  most  pro- 
gressive and  reliable  citizens.  Time  has  but  brightened 
his  reputation  in  business  circles  and  his  life  here  covers 
one  of  tlic  niiist  iiii|.ni t.-int  and  interesting  periods  of  the 
history  of  lliis  ]i:iii  nf  Trx.is.  while  there  are  few  large 
commercial  ami  imliistrial  activities  with  which  he  is  not 
in  some  way  or  another  connected.  The  sturdy  German 
element  in  our  national  commonwealth  has  been  one  of 
the  most  important  in  furthering  the  substantial  devel- 
opment of  the  country,  for  this  is  an  element  signally 
appreciative  of  practical  values  and  also  of  the  higher 
intellectuality  which  transcends  all  provincial  confines. 
Mr.  Schmidt  is  one  who  claims  the  Fatherland  as  the 
place  of  his  nativity,  and  in  his  life  he  has  displayed 
the  strongest  and  best  traits  of  character  of  the  German 
race.     He  was  born  November  14,  1856,  at  Boos,  near 
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the  city  of  Kreuznach,  in  Ehein  prorince,  Germany, 
where  his  father,  Philip  Schmidt,  was  a  farmer,  and  in 
which  locality  his  forefathers  had  lived  for  many  gen- 
erations. Philip  Schmidt  married  Marguerite  Coerper 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
John  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  One  other, 
Jacob  F.,  came  to  the  United  States. 

John  Schmidt  attended  the  public  schools  until  eleven 
years  of  age  and  then  became  a  student  in  the  gymna- 
sium, which  corresponds  with  the  American  high  school. 
When  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  he  entered  upon  his 
business  career,  becoming  an  apprentice  to  the  mercan- 
tile business,  and  when  three  years  had  been  thus  spent 
he  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  friend,  Abram 
Mayer.  Mr.  Schmidt  secured  employment  in  New  York 
City  as  a  salary  boy,  and  continued  in  that  capacity  for 
three  years,  then  coming  to  Texas,  in  1S77,  where  he 
secured  a  position  as  a  clerk  at  Henderson.  In  the 
meantime,  his  friend  Mr.  Mayer  had  come  to  Henderson, 
Texas,  in  1876,  and  in  1S7S  Mr.  Schmidt  joined  him 
and  imder  the  firm  name  of  Mayer  &  Schmidt  they 
embarked  in  a  small  grocery  business  at  Nacogdoches, 
Texas,  on  March  15th  of  that  year.  Their  first  place 
of  business  was  located  on  the  public  square  in  a  frame 
building,  on  the  west  side,  and  there  they  remamed 
nearly  two  years.  They  then  moved  to  the  north  side 
of  the  square  and  after  another  move  located  on  Main 
street,  the  present  site,  where  in  1882  they  built  a  large 
mercantile  house  in  order  to  accommodate  their  rapidly 
growing  trade.  In  1908  this  building  was  destroyed  by 
fire  but  in  1909  the  present  handsome  structure,  modern 
in  every  detail,  was  erected.  The  firm  drifted  slightly 
into  the  jobbing  business  with  the  country  stores  and 
the  firm  finallv  became  in  a  measure  a  department  store. 
This  was  incorporated  in  1909,  capitalized  at  $75,000, 
and  the  present  officers  are  B.  M.  Isaacs,  president; 
H  P  Schmidt,  vice  president;  C.  C.  Ehein,  treasurer; 
and  Albert  M.  Brewer,  secretary.  In  1910  Mr.  Schmidt 
withdrew  from  this  business. 

Mr.  Schmidt's  outside  interests  have  been  large  and 
of  a  varied  character.  He  was  one  of  the  promoters 
of  the  Nacogdoches  Grocery  Company,  and  has  been 
president  thereof  for  eight  years;  he  aided  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Nacogdoches  Oil  Jlill  Company  and  the 
compress  company  here;  is  vice  president  and  a  director 
of  the  Commercial  Guaranty  State  Bank  of  Naeog_ 
doches;  a  director  and  vice  president  of  the  firm  of 
Cason,  ]^Ionk  &  Company,  hardware  dealers;  a  director 
of  the  Grain  Furniture  Company;  president  of  the  big 
house  of  Mayer  &  Schmidt,  at  Tyler,  Texas;  a  stock- 
holder in  the  firm  of  Titche-Goettinger  &  Company,  of 
Dallas,  and  of  Schwartz-Landauer  Company,  of  Ballas, 
the  Guaranty  and  Trust  Company,  the  Southwestern 
Life  Insurance  Company  of  Dallas,  the  Fort  Worth 
Elevators  Company  of  Fort  Worth  (of  which  he  is  also 
vice  president),  the  Lufkin  National  Bank,  of  Lufkin, 
Texas,  the  Paunee  Land  and  Lumber  Company,  of 
Paunee,  Louisiana,  and  the  Wadel-Dickey  Hardware 
Company,  of  Tyler,  Texas. 

Mr.  Schmidt's  political  activities  have  not  been  large. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  famed  "car-shed"  convention 
at  Houston,  when  the  democratic  party  split,  and  was 
a  Hogg  supporter  there.  In  1892  he  was  an  alternate 
to  the  Democratic  National  Convention,  when  ilr.  Cleve- 
land was  nominated  the  third  time  for  the  presidency. 
He  was  a  gold  Democrat  in  1896,  when  he  supported 
Palmer  and  Buckner,  but  voted  for  ilr.  Bryan  the  next 
two  times.  In  addition  he  has  served  as  alderman  and 
citv  clerk  of  Nacogdoches  for  two  years  and  has  served 
as 'school  trustee  here.  In  fraternal  circles  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  is  a  Pythian  and  an  Elk,  and  also 
belongs  to  the'Hoo  Hoos.  He  is  a  life  member  of  the 
State  Historical  Society.  He  was  reared  in  the  faith 
of  the  Lutheran  Protestant  church.  Mr.  Schmidt  has 
erected  many  residences  of  Nacogdoches  adjacent  to  his 


North  street  home  and  has  also  built  numerous  brick 
stores  here,  including  the  postofiice  building,  with  Mr. 
Blount,  and  the  block  on  Main  street,  between  Church 
and  Fredonia  streets.  He  also  erected  the  Mayer-Schmidt 
business  house  in  Tyler  and  is  one  of  the  owners  of  a 
four-story  brick  building  m  Dallas,  at  Main  and  Austin 
streets.  He  is  fond  of  travel  and  has  visited  his  native 
country  on  four  different  occasions,  in  1887,  1899,  1907 
and  1912. 

On  January  13,  1880,  Mr.  Schmidt  was  married  in 
Nacogdoches  to  Miss  Elizabeth  K.  Voigt,  a  daughter 
of  a  pioneer  settler,  Henry  Voigt,  who  came  from 
Westphalia,  German}-,  to  the  United  States  in  1846. 
He  was  a  baker  by  trade  and  for  some  years  was 
engaged  in  business  at  Nacogdoches.  There  were  four 
children  in  the  Voigt  family:  William  F.,  who  died 
in  1888  in  Nacogdoches,  where  at  one  time  he  served  as 
postmaster;  Mrs.  Mena  Mergenthal,  of  Palestine,  Texas; 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Schmidt ;  and  Mrs.  Augusta  Schuh,  of 
Tacoma,  Washington.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schmidt  have 
been  born  six  children,  as  follows:  Alice  M.,  the  wife 
of  W.  F.  Gintz,  secretary  of  the  Nacogdoches  Grocery 
Company;  Philip  Henry,  who  died  in  infancy;  Louise, 
who  married  C.  C.  Ehein,  with  the  firm  of  Mayer  & 
Schmidt,  Inc.,  of  this  city;  Emma  A.,  the  wife  of  C.  H. 
Johnson,  of  Fort  Worth;  Herbert  J.,  with  the  Nacog- 
doches Grocery  Company,  married  Maud  Sloan ;  and 
August  Carl,  who  is  working  for  the  Titche-Goettinger 
Company,  of  Dallas. 

T.  S.  ElCH^iRDS.  Every  one  of  the  eight  thousand  in- 
habitants of  Mineral  WeUs  and  many  thousands  of  the 
annual  visitors  to  that  famous  resort  know  and  esteem 
the  genial  old  pioneer  Uncle  Tom  Eichards,  proprietor 
of  the  Star  Wells.  Mr.  Eichards  came  to  Mineral  Wells 
over  thirty  years  ago,  when  its  population  was  less  than 
one  hundred  people,  and  when  the  Wells  had  a  repu- 
tation only  among  the  people  living  within  that  imme- 
diate vicinity.  Mr.  Eichards  bought  and  developed  the 
Star  Well,  and  his  enterprise  and  the  many  facilities 
provided  at  his  direction  for  the  entertainment  of  vis- 
itors have  been  a  very  important  factor  in  making  Mineral 
Wells  a  resort  city  second  to  none  in  the  southwest,  and 
the  mecca  for  thousands  of  visitors  every  year. 

T.  S.  Eichards  was  born  July  30,  1830,  in  Troup 
county  Georgia,  a  son  of  T.  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Jordan) 
Eichards.  The  Eichards  family,  of  English  descent, 
was  established  in  America  during  the  colonial  period 
by  the  great-grandfather  of  the  Mineral  Wells  citizens. 
Grandfather  was  a  soldier  on  the  American  side  dur- 
ing the  Eevolutionary  war,  and  came  out  of  that 
struggle  with  the  rank  of  major.  The  military  record 
of  the  family  goes  back  to  the  father  of  Mr.  Eichards, 
who  was  a  soldier  during  the  war  of  1812,  and  fought 
Indians,  in  Alabama  and  Florida.  Mr.  Eichards  him- 
self has  a  military  record,  and  during  his  long  resi- 
dence in  Texas  has  seen  much  of  pioneer  existence,  ex- 
perienced an  occasional  Indian  raid,  has  seen  the  plains 
covered  with  herds  of  buffalo,  and  has  also  hunted 
deer,  elk,  wild  turkeys,  and  other  game  when  it  was 
plentiful,  in  regions  now  covered  with  towns  and  well 
ordered  homesteads.  His  father  moved  from  Georgia 
to  Alabama,  and  became  one  of  the  large  planters 
and  slave  owners  and  also  operated  a  mill  in  that  state. 
The  father  died  in  1846,  and  his  widow  survived  nearly 
half  a  century  until  1890,  and  was  a  second  time  mar- 
ried. There  were  three  children  by  the  first  marriage, 
and  seven  by  the  second,  Mr.  Eichards  being  the  third 
child  of  the 'second  wife.  His  opportunities  for  getting 
an  education  were  necessarily  limited,  when  in  Ala- 
bama, where  his  youth  was  spent,  there  being  few  schools 
excepting  a  private  institution  here  and  there,  and  in 
consequence  his  learning  has  been  largely  acquired  by 
individual  training  and  experience.  His  father  died  when 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  at  that  time  the  burden 
of    responsibilities    for    managing    the    homestead    was 
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largely  shifted  to  his  shoulders.  Later  he  located  at 
Lonnie,  Alabama,  and  established  a  general  merchan- 
dise store,  built  up  a  large  trade,  and  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war  his  property  was  worth  at  least  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars.  Practically  all  of  it  was  swept  away  dur- 
ing the  long  eonflict  among  the  states,  and  he  himself 
raised  a  company  of  cavalry  and  fought  on  the  side 
of  the  Confederacy.  His  company  was  in  the  Sixth  Ala- 
bama Cavalry,  but  most  of  its  service  was  as  independent 
scouts.  Captain  Eichards  was  captured  at  Bluffs  Springs 
in  Florida,  on  March  25,  1863,  by  the  army  under 
General  Steele,  was  taken  to  prison  at  Ship  Island,  and 
guarded  by  negroes  until  his  exchange  at  Vicksburg. 
About  that  time  peace  was  declared  and  he  returned 
home. 

In  January,  1867,  Captain  Eichards  came  to  Texas, 
spending  a  short  time  in  Williamson  county,  and  then 
locating  on  a  farm  in  Coryell  county.  That  was  his 
home  for  ten  years,  and  as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser 
he  became  one  of  the  substantial  men  in  that  vicinity. 
The  ill  health  of  his  wife  was  the  cause  which  prompted 
him  to  move  to  Mineral  Wells.  He  and  his  wife  went 
there  on  November  19,  1881,  and  the  drinking  of  the 
waters  from  the  Star  Well  cured  his  wife  of  Bright 's 
disease.  With  this  happy  outcome  of  the  visit,  Mr. 
Eichards  was  so  pleased  with  the  location  that  he  de- 
termined to  become  a  permanent  resident,  bought  the 
Star  Well,  and  also  a  hotel,  and  conducted  it  as  thg 
Richards  House.  When  Mr.  Eichards  bought  the  Star 
Well  the  water  was  drawn  up  by  an  old-fashioned  rope 
and  bucket.  Since  then  many  improvements  have  been 
introduced,  and  the  water  is  now  pumped  to  the  sur- 
face by  an  electric  motor,  and  is  served  at  counters 
in  a  large  pavilion  surrounding  the  well.  This  pavilion 
is  the  regular  resort  for  visitors  and  residents,  and 
has  naturally  developed  as  the  social  center  for  the 
city.  Thousands  of  people  who  never  entered  the  limits 
of  the  city  of  Mineral  Wells  are  familiar  with  and 
can  testify  to  the  virtues  of  the  Star  water,  which  as 
a  health  drink  rivals  the  famous  waters  imported 
from  abroad.  The  Star  water  is  shipped  by  thousands 
of  cases  to  all  points  in  the  United  States. 

When  Mr.  Eichards  located  in  Mineral  Wells  in  1881 
there  were  but  eight  houses,  and  only  two  wells  in  opera- 
tion, the  Lynch  and  Star  Wells.  Some  twenty-five  or 
thirty  families  were  there  and  most  of  them  living 
in  tents  in  order  to  drink  the  water.  The  approach 
to  the  city  at  that  time  could  only  be  gained  by  taking 
a  hack  or  stage  at  Millsap  on  the  Texas  and  Pacific 
Eailroad,  and  riding  across  the  rough  country  for  ten 
miles.  At  the  present  time  two  railroads  enter  Mineral 
Wells,  the  Texas  &  Pacific  and  the  Gulf  Western,  and 
there  is  an  electric  street  railway  line  in  operation. 
The  population  at  the  present  time  is  about  eight  thou- 
sand. 

In  politics  Mr.  Richards  has  always  been  a  Democrat 
and  since  twenty-one  years  of  age  has  been  affiliated 
with  the  Masonic  Order.  His  church  is  the  Primitive 
Baptist.  In  Chambers  county,  Alabama,  on  June  19, 
1861,  Mr.  Richards  married  Miss  Mary  Jane  Lawson. 
She  was  an  orphan  girl,  and  was  reared  in  the  home 
of  her  grandfather,  W.  B.  Knox,  a  prominent  planter 
and  stockman  before  the  war.  Ten  children  have  been 
born  to  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eichards,  six 
sons  and  four  daughters,  and  six  are  still  living, 
namely:  W.  L.  Eichards,  who  is  a  cattleman  and 
banker  at  Dickinson,  North  Dakota;  Mary,  wife  of  Dr. 
Lutrell,  of  Mineral  Wells;  Martha  E.,  wife  of  A.  J. 
Thomas,  cashier  of  the  Mineral  Wells  Bank;  Lavisa 
Elvira,  wife  of  Augustus  Wieklong,  an  engineer  on  the 
Mineral  Wells  Northwestern  Eailroad;  Alice  Iva,  wife 
of  W.  T.  Hiles,  a  commercial  salesman  for  the  McCord- 
Collins  Company  of  Fort  Worth ;  and  Frank,  a  land 
and  stock  trader  of  Mineral  Wells.  Mr.  Eichards  is 
of  the  opinion,  based  upon  long  experience  and  close 
observation,   that   Mineral   Wells   has   no   superior   as   a 


health  resort  in  the  entire  United  States.  He  has  lived 
here  thirty-one  years,  has  reared  a  large  family  and 
his  aggregate  doctor  bill  throughout  that  time  has 
been  only  seven  and  one-half  dollars.  He  is  himself 
now  eighty-three  years  of  age,  is  hale  and  hearty,  and 
has  many  reasons  besides  those  of  material  advantage 
to  feel  grateful  to  the  wonderful  well  of  which  he  is 
proprietor. 

J.-iMES  B.  Badger.  The  business  career  of  James  B. 
Badger  has  been  a  varied  one,  and  has  embraced  many 
lines  of  activity  from  the  time  when  he  began  his  active 
independent  career  until  he  established  himself  in  his 
present  business  in  1897.  Mr.  Badger  was  born  in  San 
Jacinto,  Texas,  on  December  6,  1856,  and  is  the  son  of 
James  B.  and  Fannie   (Jameson)   Badger. 

James  B.  Badger,  father  of  the  subject,  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  came  to  Texas  in  the  early  days  with  the 
pioneers.  He  was  a  ship  carpenter  by  trade,  and  fol- 
lowed that  and  other  (jccujiations  during  his  active 
business  life.  He  died  in  1863.  His  wife,  who,  as 
before  mentioned,  was  Fannie  Jameson,  was  born  in 
Texas,  and  she  has  the  unique  distinction  of  having 
lived  under  four  different  flags,  namely:  the  Mexican, 
Texan,  United  States  and  Confederate  "flags.  She  met 
and  married  her  husband,  James  B.  Badger,  in  Galves- 
ton in  18o0.  and  she  died  in  1911.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  of  which  James  B.  of  this  review 
was  the  fourth  born. 

James  B.  Badger  has  lived  in  Texas  all  his  life.  Here 
he  received  his  early  education  in  private  schools,  there 
being  no  public  schools  in  his  early  boyhood.  His  edu- 
cation, however,  did  not  extend  past  his  thirteenth 
birthday,  and  at  that  age  he  started  out  to  do  battle 
with  the  world  upon  his  own  responsibility.  He  went 
to  Galveston  at  about  that  time,  and  for  sixteen  years 
made  his  iu.iiii-  in  that  city.  His  first  work  there"  was 
in  a  cii.;ar  ^tnn  .  wlnrc  he  worked  for  one  year,  and  he 
|<eiy  store  for  a  similar  period, 
with  the  L.  C.  Hirschberger  Com- 
\-fi\  ;i  four-year  apprenticeship  as 
Mtli  !Im'  above  firm.  At  the  com- 
iriv|ii|,  he  continued  in  this  line 
•ais,  and  it  was  in  1886  that  he 
came  to  El  Paso  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business, 
with  which  he  was  identified  for  the  following  seven 
years.  At  that  time  he  sold  out  the  business,  and  after 
a  short  rest  established  his  present  business,  which  con- 
sisted of  the  dealing  in  coal,  feed  and  building  material, 
and  he  is  today  one  of  the  largest  dealers  in  these 
lines    in   El   Pasi. 

Mr.  Badger  has  been  identified  with  some  of  the 
leading  business  enterprises  of  El  Paso.  At  one  time 
he  was  a  stock  holder  and  officer  in  the  Automatic 
Telephone  Company,  and  he  maintained  this  connection 
with  the  company  until  it  sold  out.  when  he  withdrew 
from  all  participation  in  its  affairs.  He  has  always 
manifested  a  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  city, 
and  in  the  days  when  El  Pnso  maintained  a  volunteer 
liiv  .Irpartmciir  In-  was  a  nu-nilier  of  it  for  years  and 
tlirv  still  iiiaiiitaiii  tlic  nr-aiiization  and  are  subject  to 
call  in  laiuT^iniy  rasrs.  lli-  is  now  Its  secretary  and 
Has  |iresideiit  fur  a  nuinher  of  years.  Mr.  Badger  "wears 
a  very  handsome  medal  that  was  presented  to  him  by 
the  department  for  long  and  faithful  service  in  the 
work.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  local  political  affairs,  and  has  served  on  the  city 
council  for  more  than  thirteen  years.  During  that  time 
he  has  been  instninicntal  in  liringing  about  some  very 
imjiortant  changes  in  the  administration  of  the  city,  anil 
his  service  has  been  one  of  a  highly  valuable  nature 
to  the  community. 

Mr.  Badger  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  mar- 
riage took  place  at  Galveston,  Texas,  when  Miss  Harriet 
Mannin  became  his  wife.  She  died  in  1880  without 
issue.     His   second  marriage   took   place   in   1895   when 
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Mrs.  Mary  F.  Lane  became  his  wife.  She  was  a  widow 
with  a  family  of  five  children  when  he  married  her, 
they  being  named  as  follows:  "Walter,  Alice,  Florence, 
Bessie  and  Edward.  Since  the  passing  of  his  second 
wife  and  helpmate,  Mr.  Badger  has  maintained  the  care 
and  direction  of  the  lives  of  these  young  people,  and 
has  looked  upon  them  in  the  same  manner  he  would 
as  if  they  had  been  his  own,  showing  them  every  care 
and  attention  that  a  kindly  parent  would  give  to  his 
own  offspring.  He  is  a  man  who  enjoys  the  highest 
regard  and  esteem  of  the  best  people  in  El  Paso,  where 
he  is  well  and  favorably  known  for  his  many  exceUent 
qualities  of  heart  and  mind. 

H0R.\CE  A.  L.iT.  After  a  quarter  of  a  century  as  a 
traveling  man,  during  which  time  he  had  covered  all 
portions  of  the  country  from  one  coast  to  the  other,  Mr. 
Lay  has  his  permanent  home  and  business  headquarters 
in  'the  splendid  country  of  western  Texas,  and  for  some 
years  has  been  located  in  El  Paso.  Mr.  Lay  is  General 
agent  of  the  Capital  Life  liisurance  Company  of  Den- 
ver, one  of  the  old  and  substantial  life  companies  of 
the'  country.  The  Capital  Life  Insurance  Company  has 
large  investments  in  Texas,  and  of  the  outside  compa- 
nies now  operating  within  the  state,  its  volume  of  busi- 
ness in  recent  years  has  probably  not  been  excelled  by 
any  other  organization. 

Horace  A.  Lay  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, June  6,  1859,  a  son  of  Michael  and  Elizabeth 
Lay.  The  father  died  in  1S63  at  the  age  of  thirty-six, 
and  the  mother  is  now  a  resident  near  Philadelphia. 
Mr.  Lav  attained  his  early  education  in  the  public 
school  o"f  Philadelphia,  and  was  thirteen  years  of  age 
when  he  began  the  battle  of  life  on  his  own  account, 
at  which  time  he  took  a  position  as  a  traveling  sales- 
man. Two  vears  later  he  left  the  road  and  entered  a 
store  in  order  to  gain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
hardware  business  in  its  retail  aspects.  Then  two  years 
later  he  again  took  a  position  as  traveling  salesman,  and 
did  not  leave  the  road  for  any  length  of  time  during 
the  nest  quarter  of  a  century.  His  home  was  in  Phila- 
delphia until  he  was  about  twenty  years  of  age,  and 
after  that  in  Ohio,  his  residence  and  headquarters  being 
at  Sidney,  Ohio. 

On  resigning  from  his  place  as  a  traveling  salesman 
Mr.  Lay  first  located  in  the  Pecos  VaUey,  at  Eoslyn, 
where  he  remained  about  two  years,  and  established  an 
office  in  the  insurance  business.  Then  in  the  fall  of 
1905  he  moved  to  El  Paso,  where  he  has  since  had  his 
headquarters  and  office.  As  general  agent  for  the  Capi- 
tal Life  he  covers  all  of  west  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and 
a  part  of  Arizona.  .    ,  ,,. 

At  Sidney,  Ohio,  July  23,  1883,  Mr.  Lay  married  Miss 
Clara  E.  Kirkley,  daughter  of  Cyrus  Kirkley  of  Sid- 
ney. They  are  the  parents  of  two  children  named 
Horace  G.  and  Louis  E.,  both  of  whom  reside  in  El 
Paso.  The  family  worship  at  the  Methodist  church,  and 
Mr.  Lay  is  a  well  known  and  prominent  Mason.  He 
was  master  of  the  work  in,  the  thirty-second  degree  of 
Scottish  Eite  and  is  now  chairman  of  the  reception 
committee  of  the  Consistory.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pvthias.  His  politics  is  Eepublican,  al- 
though in  local  afiCairs  he  is  usually  independent.  He 
enjoys  hunting  and  fishing,  and  has  excellent  equipment 
for  following  both  sports  with  profit  and  pleasure.  Mr. 
Lay  believes  that  the  undeveloped  possibilities  of  Texas 
are  beyond  any  adequate  description,  and  says  that  the 
resources  are  so  remarkable  that  people  in  order  to  ap- 
preciate them  must  come  and  see  for  themselves. 

Egbert  A.  Childers.  M.  D.  Practicing  medicine  in 
Floydada  since  1903,  Dr.  Childers  is  a  Texan  by  birth,  a 
physician  of  ability  and  serviceful  ideals,  and  in  all  a 
man  whose  presence  is  a  good  thing  for  a  community. 

Eobert  A.  Childers  was  born  in  Cooke  county,  Texas, 
September  3,  1877,  the  son  of  an  early  pioneer  family, 


John  W.  and  Martha  (Gunter)  Childers.  His  father, 
a  native  of  Kentucky,  came  to  Texas  when  a  young 
man,  settling  in  Wood  county,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock  raising.  From  there  he  moved  to 
Cooke  county,  where  he  followed  his  chosen  vocation  for 
a  number  of  years.  A  few  years  ago  he  retired  and 
has  since  lived  in  Abilene,  being  now  seventy  years. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  with  the  Confederacy 
and  saw  a  great  deal  of  hard  service  in  a  number  of 
the  noted  battles  of  the  war,  and  went  through  without 
wound  or  other  serious  results.  The  mother  was  born 
in  the  state  of  Georgia,  went  to  Texas  with  her  par- 
ents who  settled  in  Wood  county,  where  she  grew  up 
and  received  her  education  and  was  married.  She  is 
now  sixty-four  years  of  age. 

The  youngest  of  six  children.  Dr.  Childers  attended 
school  in  Cooke  and  Denton  counties.  He  then  en- 
tered Vanderbilt  University  at  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
where  he  was  graduated  M.  D,  in  1899.  His  first  ac- 
tivities of  a  practical  kind  in  the  profession  were  af 
Abilene,  where  during  four  years '  residence  he  built 
up  an  excellent  practice.  Then  in  1903  he  moved  to 
Floydada  and  since  locating  there  has  been  more  than 
successful.  He  owns  his  own  home,  which  is  one  of 
the  best  residences  in  town,  and  has  other  valuable  city 
property.  During  his  residence  at  Abilene  he  was  elected 
county  physician  of  Taylor  county,  serving  four  years. 
Since  coming  to  Floydada  he  has  served  two  terms  as 
county  physician  of  Floyd  county,  his  second  term  ex- 
piring in  November,  1912,  at  which  time  he  refused  the 
nomination  for  further  service  in  that  position.  He  has 
also  served  as  alderman  in  Floydada  from  1910  to  1912. 

Dr.  Childers  is  connected  with  the  county  and  state 
and  Panhandle  medical  societies.  In  polities  he  is  a 
Democrat.  He  has  taken  the  Knights  Templar  degrees 
of  Masonry,  and  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
His  church  is  the  Christian.  In  December,  1900,  at 
Gurdon,  Arkansas,  the  doctor  married  Miss  Katie 
Burt,  a  daughter  of  Willie  Burt.  Her  father  is  now 
deceased,  and  her  mother  is  living.  Their  one  child  is 
named  Honerhea  Childers,  born  at  Floydada,  April 
13,  1906,  and  now  attending  school. 

William  Edward  PiCkard,  a  retired  farmer  of  Kauf- 
man, Texas,  has  by  his  life  in  this  state  proved  what 
can  be  accomplished  here  by  an  energetic  and  persever- 
ing man  who  started  out  with  a  determination  to  win 
success. 

Born  in  Maury  county,  Tennessee,  William  Edward 
Piekard  grew  up  in  the  Mount  Joy  neighborhood,  four 
miles  west  of  Mount  Pleasant.  His  birth  occurred 
October  25,  1859,  and  his  educational  advantages  were 
limited  to  the  schools  close  by.  He  merely  tasted 
grammar,  geography  and  history  and  in  arithmetic  he 
went  little  beyond  its  elementary  parts.  The  period  of 
the  Civil  war  "militated  against  him  in  this  matter.  He 
reached  manhood,  however,  with  a  spelndid  physique, 
good  judgment  and  an  inordinate  ambition  to  succeed 
at  something. 

Mr.  Piekard 's  grandparents,  William  and  Millie 
Piekard,  went  to  Tennessee  from  North  Carolina,  where 
thev  passed  their  lives  on  a  plantation  which  was  con- 
ducted without  slave  labor.  Of  their  children,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters,  we  record  that  Xaney  was  the 
wife  of  Eev.  David  Jones,  a  Baptist  preacher,  and 
Emily,  wife  of  Harvey  Cloyce,  lives  in  Arkansas.  One 
son  was  named  Alexander'  and  another  .John  Sidney. 
William  Piekard  died  in  JLaury  county,  Tennessee.  The 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  "sketch  "was  born  there  in 
1831  and  passed  a'wav  in  1901,  in  Kaufman,  Texas.  In 
early  life  he  operated  a  sawmill  and  was  thus  occupied 
during  the  Civil  war  and  so  missed  service  in  the  Con- 
federate army  with  his  two  brothers.  After  the  war  he 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  reared  his  family 
on  a  farm.  His  widow,  Sallie  E.  (Cooper)  Piekard, 
lives  with  her  son,  W.  Ed  Piekard,  in  Kaufman,  Texas. 
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She  is  a  daughter  of  Eobert  Cooper,  of  Lewis  county, 
Tennessee,  a  public  olficer  and  farmer.  Her  children 
are  E.  Josephine,  widow  of  Rev.  John  King,  of  Kauf- 
man, Texas;  Laura,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  ilonroe 
■Wyrick ;  "William  Edward,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch;  Mrs.  llary  E.  King,  deceased;  and  Cora  Lee, 
who  died  unmarried. 

Ed  Pickard,  as  he  is  familiarly  known,  seems  to  have 
made  little  progress  financially  back  in  the  old  state  of 
Tennessee  when  he  iiKinifl.  :iiiil  lie  rlniso  t.i  start  his 
career  with  a  wife  :iiiimiiu  -trimuei^  in  Texn^.  Wlien  he 
reached  Dallas,  neremlin-  l:i,  1^-:,.  |„.  tmiiel  his  cash 
resources  amountiiij;  tn  ^'.KT''.  He  fell  in  "ifh  "Par- 
son" Hughes  at  Dallas,  who  rented  him  land  and 
'•furnishfd  him"  entirely  the  first  year.  "While  he 
made  a  crop  of  thirty-five  bales  of  cotton,  fifteen  hun- 
dred bushels  of  corn  and  some  other  grain,  he  had 
domestic  misfortune.  Death  entered  his  home  and 
claimed  his  wife,  leaving  him  with  an  infant  daughter. 
He  began  the  second  year  with  his  widowed  sister  and 
family  as  his  companions  and  had  two  teams  and  ample 
provision  to  carry  himself  through  the  season.  Misfor- 
tune in  the  way  of  sickness  now  attacked  him  and  kept 
him  out  of  the  field  until  nearly  fall,  but  when  the 
year's  business  was  footed  up  he  found  himself  master 
of  the  situation,  and  he  remained  on  that  farm  another 
year. 

In  1888,  Mr.  Hughes  came  to  Kaufman  county  and 
purchased  a  farm  of  twentv-fiv.-  hundred  acres,  of  which 
111  rleirye.  By  this  time  Mr. 
to  iimy  himself  easily  and  he 
experienced  n  fair  de^r.-e  nf  iiide|iendence.  A  few  years 
later  Mr.  Ilimlie.  nffere-l  tn  sell  out  to  Mr.  Pickard, 
seeinu  tli:it  \:r  \\;\<  111  :i  lici^irinn  tn  Viuy ;  but  Mr.  Pickard 
deeliiied  III  |.;iy  The  piire,  .*  1  reiiiiii,  for  the  two  thousand 
five  hundred  a.-res.  and  continued  to  remain  a  tenant.  He 
did  a  large  amount  of  substantial  improvement,  paid 
•$500  a  year  rent  and  the  taxes  on  the  farm  and  bought 
the  premises  after  fourteen  years  for  .f^4ll,0ll0. 


During  the  progress  of  the  y 
Mr'  pickard  improved  his  opporti 
land  in  Texas.  He  owns  a  ranch 
acres  in  Toyah  "V'allev  and  is  i] 
Brothers  anci  "«'.  A.  S'ash  in  ri 
county.  He  cultivates  eight  Ininil 
in  Kaufman  county,  person.illy  m\ 
telephone  and  automoliile.  He  is  : 
National  Bank  of  Kaufman  and  n 
in  Crandall,  in  both  of  whi.h  he 
a  stockholder  of  several  ice  plants 
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man is  the  old  M.  H.  ('ossett  property  which  occupies 
an  eminence  north  of  the  city  proper  and  overlooks 
a  vast  stretch  of  country  to  the  north. 

Mr.  Pickard  has  membership  in  the  fraternal  orders 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  his  religions 
creed  is  that  of  the  Methodist  church. 

His  first  marriage,  which  was  in  1SS.5,  was  to  Miss 
Belle  Beekum,  a  daughter  of  Eobert  Beckum.  Maud, 
the  little  daughter  she  left,  is  now  the  wife  of  "William 
Youngblook  and  resides  on  a  Kaufman  county  farm. 
In  January.  1907,  Mr.  Pickard  married  Miss  Dixie 
Pickard,  a"  daughter  of  G.  K  Pickard,  of  Tennessee, 
and  a  distant  relative  of  his.  To  them  have  been  given 
two  children,  Polly  and  James  E.,  of  whom  the  latter 
died  in  May,  1913. 

Halbert  0.  Eaxdolph.  a  successful  legist  of  Plain- 
view,  Halbert  C.  Eandolph  has  been  engaged  in  practice 
at  this  place  since  1901,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  his  profession  in  Hale  county, 
having  attained  high  distinction  in  the  line  of  his 
chosen  calling.  "With  strong  intellectual  endowments, 
laudable  ambition  and  resolute  purpose,  he  has  achieved 
enviable  success  and  has  won  the  favorable  criticism 
of  his  professional  brethren  as  well  as  the  confidence 
of  the  public.     Halbert  C.  Eandolph  is  a   Texan,  born 


m  the  city  of  Austin,  September  22,  ISCl,  a  son  of 
Cyrus  H.  and  Susan  (Nowlin)  Eandolph.  On  the  pa- 
ternal side  he  is  descended  from  English  ancestors,  the 
progenitor  of  the  family  in  America  being  Peyton  Ean- 
dolph, of  Virginia,  a  Eevolutionary  soldier  and  presi- 
dent of  the  first  Colonial  Congress  organized  after  the 
declaration  of  separation.  On  the  maternal  side  Mr. 
Randolph's  forebears  were  early  South  Carolinians  of 
Irish  descent. 

Cyrus  H.  Eandolph  was  born  in  the  southern  part  of 
Illinois,  but  when  a  child  of  three  years  was  brought 
to  Alabama  by  his  parents,  Jesse  and  Susanna  (Halbert) 
Eandolph.  In  that  state  he  received  his  education  and 
was  reared  to  manhood,  in  1838  coming  to  Texas.  Five 
years  later  he  joined  the  famous  Snively  Expedition, 
which  crossed  the  plains  on  a  secret  journey  for  the 
Texas  Government.  Later  Mr.  Eandolph,  who  was  a 
lawyer  by  profession,  became  very  active  in  political 
affairs.  He  served  as  sheriff  of  Houston  county,  was 
later  elected  county  judge,  and  after  serving  four  terms 
as  representative  of  his  district  in  the  State  Legislature, 
was  elected  state  treasurer,  an  office  he  held  during  the 
Civil  War  period.  His  death  occurred  at  Austin  in 
September,  1889,  when  he  was  seventy-two  years  of 
age.  He  was  married  in  Texas,  in  1848,  to  Miss  Susan 
Xowlin,  daughter  of  P.  "W.  Nowlin,  born  and  reared  in 
Missouri,  who  came  to  Texas  in  1848.  She  passed  away 
at  Austin  in  September,  1911,  when  eighty-two  years 
of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eandolph  were  the  parents  of 
five  children:  P.  D.,  who  died  in  1883;  Judge  J.  C, 
whose  death  occurred  in  1910;  Miss  Anna,  a  resident  of 
Alvin,  Texas ;  Halbert  C. ;  and  Miss  Lulu,  who  also  sur- 
vives and  makes  her  home  at  Alvin. 

Halbert  C.  Eandolph  Teeeived  his  early  education  in 
Prof.  Jacob  Biekler  's  private  academy  atAustin,  Texas, 
and  graduated  from  the  law  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Texas  in  1S85.  During  this  same  year  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Coleman,  Texas,  where  he 
resided  until  1901.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Plainview, 
and  here  he  has  continued  to  pursue  his  profession, 
limiting  himself  to  a  civil  practice.  He  devotes  his 
entire  attention  to  his  profession  nnd  has  no  nntside 
connections,  and  altho\ii:li  Imh^  ,  .-ii^i.l.red  ,,ur  ..f  the 
leading  lights  of  his  vn,:iri,,ii,  ,iih|  ;i  in^m  ,,i  ^,  Imlarly 
ability  and  learning,  he  i-.  iiiilml,  mie  sii^naliy  free 
from  ostentation,  and  has  nexer  desired  nor  aceepted 
public  office.  He  has  shown  an  interest  in  fraternal 
matters,  being  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  of  Masons, 
high  priest  and  past  high  chief  of  the  Eoyal  Arch  Chap- 
ter, and  a  member  of  the  Knights  Templar,  and  also 
stands  high  in  Oddfellowship,  being  a  past  grand  of 
that  order.  He  belongs  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  assists  its  members  in  forwarding  movements  for 
the  benefit  of  his  adopted  community.  His  religious 
connection  is  with  the  Christian  church,  where  he  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  and  of  the  finance 
committee. 

On  August  23,  1887,  Mr.  Eandolph  was  married  first 
to  Miss  Lucille  Beaumont,  who  was  born  in  "Washington 
county,  Texas,  daughter  of  G.  H.  Beaumont,  an  old 
settler  of  that  county  and  highly  esteemed  citizen.  Mrs. 
Eandolph  died  in  April,  1893,  at  Coleman,  Texas,  when 
but  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  having  been  the  mother 
of  one  son,  Peyton  B.,  born  at  Coleman,  May  24.  1888, 
who  is  now  associated  with  his  father  in  the  "practice  of 
law,  the  firm  style  being  Eandolph  &  Randolph.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1909,  and  is  considered  an 
attorney  of  promise.  On  June  5,  189.5,  Mr.  Randolph 
wag  married  at  Coleman,  to  Miss  Anna  Blackburn, 
who  was  born  in  Texas,  daughter  nf  W.  P.  Black- 
burn, a  pioneer  of  this  state.  One  son  has  been  born  to 
this  union,  Leslie  N.,  born  May  15,  1902,  at  Plainview. 

Elwin  H.  Humphreys.  The  career  of  Elwin  H. 
Humphreys    illustrates    most    forcibly    the    possibilities 
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that  are  open  to  a  young  man  who  possesses  sterling 
business  qualifications.  It  i^roves  that  neither  wealth 
nor  social  position,  nor  the  assistance  of  influential 
friends  at  the  outset  of  his  caieer,  are  at  all  necessary 
to  place  a  young  man  upon  the  road  to  success.  It  also 
pruvcs  th;it  ^iiiiliitiniiv  perseverance,  steadfastness  of  pur- 
pose ;iiiil  iiel.  i;iti^:iM.  industry,  combined  with  sound 
bu-iiM^s  j.nih  i|.lr-.  will  be  rewarded,  and  that  true 
surnss  follows  I II' 1 1  \  h  lual  ett'orts  only.  Mr.  Humphreys 
was  liorn  at  Gilmer,  Upshur  county,  Texas,  June  17, 
1872,  and  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  T.  and  Elizabeth 
(Eogers)   Humphreys. 

Benjamin  T.  Humphreys  was  born  in  Alabama,  and 
there  was  engaged  in  farming  until  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  between  the  states,  when  he  enlisted  for  service  in 
the  Confederate  army,  in  the  ranks  of  which  he  fought 
valiantly  throughout  that  struggle.  He  participated  in 
numerous  hard-fought  engagements,  but  succeeded  in 
going  through  the  entire  war  without  being  wounded 
or  captured.  When  peace  was  declared,  he  sought  a 
new  home  in  the  growing  Southwest,  choosing  Upshur 
county,  Texas,  as  his  field  of  endeavor,  and  being  one  of 
the  organizers  of  that  county.  He  engaged  in  stock 
raising  and  became  fairly  successful,  and  was  well  and 
favorably  known  among  his  fellow-citizens  who  elected 
him  sheriff  of  his  county  for  two  terms.  His  politics 
were  those  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  religious 
faith  that  of  the  Baptist  church.  His  death  occurred 
when  he  was  seventy  years  of  age,  in  1S96.  at  Dallas. 
Mr.  Humphreys  married  Elizabeth  Eogers,  who  was 
born  in  Mississippi  and  came  to  Texas  during  the  early 
sixties  with  her  parents.  She  still  survives  her  hus- 
baml  and  is  a  resident  of  Dallas,  being  the  mother  of 
six  children,  of  whom  Elwin  H..  is  the  next  to  the  oldest. 
Elwiu  H.  Humphreys  was  given  but  meager  educa- 
tional advantages,  the  greater  part  of  his  education  hay- 
ing been  obtained  in  tlie  schools  of  hard  work  and  ex- 
perience, as  he  was  liut  seven  years  of  age  when  he 
commenced  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  At  that 
tender  age  he  secured  a  position  as  cash  boy  in  the 
store  of  Sanger  Brothers,  at  Dallas,  Texas,  his  salary 
being  at  that  time  $2.50  per  week.  At  the  start  he 
showed  himself  ambitious,  faithful  and  quick  to  learn, 
and  as  his  services  were  recognized  and  appreciated,  he 
was  promoted  and  given  a  larger  salary.  During  the 
years  that  followed  he  went  from  position  to  position 
and  from  one  establishment  to  another,  always  better- 
ing himself,  and  applying  himself  conscientiously  to 
his  work,  thus  perfecting  himself  in  every  detail  of 
the  mercantile  business,  which  he  had  chosen  for  his 
life  work.  Mr.  Humphreys  had  ever  been  .aieful  with 
his  earnings,  knowing  well  from  persomil  exuei  unre 
the  value  of  a  dollar,  and  by  the  time  he  «n^  twenty 
years  of  age  he  was  able  to  realize  his  :iiiilotioii  of 
being  the  proprietor  of  an  establishment  of  his  own, 
opening  a  grocery  at  Colorado  City,  Texas.  The  young 
merchant  met  with  success  from  the  start,  the  excel- 
lence of  his  goods,  his  evident  desire  to  please,  and  the 
progressive  and  original  manner  in  which  he  placed  his 
goods  before  the  public,  all  combining  to  attract  a 
large  and  paying  trade.  He  continued  to  carry  on  this 
business  at  Colorado  City  for  ten  years,  and  then,  receiv- 
ing an  advantageous  offer,  disposed  of  his  interests 
there  and  came  to  Plainview.  Here  he  became  finan- 
cially interested  in  the  Donohoo-Ware  Hardware  Com- 
pany, where  he  was  influential  in  increasing  the  capi- 
tal "from  $20,000  to  $100,000.  and  two  and  one-half 
years  later  this  business  was  incorporated.  Since  1906 
he  has  been  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  firm,  of  which 
TV.  H.  Fuqua,  of  Amarillo,  is  president.  This  is  the 
largest  business  of  its  kind  in  this  section  of  the  state, 
employing  eight  salesman,  and  occupying  a  new  and 
modern  building,  7.5x120  feet,  built  especially  for  this 
enterprise.  Mr.  Humphreys'  close  attention  to  and 
sagacious  management  of  this  business,  has  insured  its 
success,  and  he  has  become  widely  known  and  regarded 


with  confidence  as  a  man  fair  and  honorable  in  his 
dealings  and  true  to  all  obligations ;  a  safe  man,  whose 
operations  are  reasonably  sure  to  succeed.  He  has  con- 
nections with  a  number  of  commercial  enterprises  and 
has  invested  heavily  in  land.  Mr.  Humphreys  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Plainview  Commercial  Club,  and  his  fraternal 
connections  are  with  the  Elks,  the  \Yoodmen  of  the 
World  and  the  I'retorians. 

In  1895  Mr.  Humphreys  was  married  at  Colorado 
City,  Texas,  to  Miss  Jennie  Bix,  who  was  born  in  Wis- 
consin, daughter  of  J.  L.  Eix.  Two  children  have  come 
to  them:  Jennie  Eix.  born  September  6,  1897.  at  Colo- 
rado City;  and  Elwin  H.,  Jr.,  born  June  18,  1910,  at 
Plainview. 

Pierce  P.  L-\n-gford.  One  of  the  men  who  has  done 
a  big  part  in  the  building  up  of  Wichita  Falls  from  a 
small  and  inconspicuous  village  to  one  of  the  leading 
fommercial  centers  of  the  state  is  Pierce  P.  Langfonl. 
who  has  spent  nearly  thirty  years  in  this  locality,  and 
from  a  clerk  in  a  wholesale  house  has  become  promi- 
nent as  an  executive  and  official  in  half  a  dozen  or  more 
financial  and  business  institutions. 

Born  at  Newberry,  South  Carolina,  October  24,  1861, 
he  was  twenty-four  years  old  when  he  came  to  Wichita 
Falls  in  1885.  His  first  position  was  as  bookkeeper  in 
the  wholesale  grocery  house  of  Kemp,  Stinnett  &  Mall. 
After  four  years  with  that  firm  his  services  were  trans- 
ferred to  public  ofBce,  when  he  was  elected  county  treas- 
urer of  Wichita  county.  He  was  kept  in  that  place  by 
re-election  for  four  successive  terms  of  two  years  each. 
Then  in  1898  he  became  identified  with  the  City  Na- 
tional Bank  as  cashier.  From  that  time  to  the  present 
he  has  been  one  of  the  best  known  bankers  of  North 
Texas.  He  acted  as  cashier  of  the  City  National  from 
1898  to  1911,  and  was  then  chosen  vice  president  and 
director,  an  oflice  which  he  still  holds.  Mr.  Langford 
is  a  director  in  the  First  National  Bank  at  Burlcbur- 
nett,  of  the  First  State  Bank  of  Eleetra,  of  the  First 
State  Bank  at  Newcastle,  and  also  a  stock  holder  and 
director  in  nine  other  banking  institutions  in  Texas  Snd 
Oklahoma.  He  is  president  of  the  Wichita  Ice  Company, 
which  is  one  of  the  important  local  manufacturing  in- 
stitutions of  Wichita  Falls.  He  is  a  director  in  the 
Wichita  Southern  Life  Insurance  Company,  in  the  Wich- 
ita Falls  Investment  Company,  the  Wichita  Falls  Bot- 
tle Manufacturing  Company,  and  his  name  is  connected 
in  some  capacity  or  other  with  many  other  important 
enterprises  in  this  city. 

The  parents  of  this  well  known  Wichita  Falls  busi- 
ness man  were  Asa  and  Sarah  (Sawyer)  Langford.  The 
father  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  before  the  war 
was  a  large  land  owner  and  possessed  many  slaves  and 
was  accounted  one  of  the  prosperous  stockmen  and 
planters  of  the  vicinity.  He  was  greatly  impoverished 
by  the  war,  and  gave  his  life  for  the  cause  of  the  Con- 
federacy. He  enlisted  and  fought  in  many  of  the  bat- 
tles of  Virginia,  and  died  during  the  siege  of  Eichmond 
at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years.  The  mother  was  also 
born  in  South  Carolina,  was  reared,  educated  and  mar- 
ried in  that  state,  and  belonged  to  an  old  and  dis- 
tinguished southern  family.  Her  death  occurred  in 
South  Carolina  in  1898  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years. 
There  were  four  sons  and  three  daughters  and  Pierce  P. 
was  the  youngest  of  the  family.  He  never  saw  his  father, 
who  died  away  from  home  a  year  or  two  after  the  birth 
of  this  son.  As  a  boy  he  attended  the  public  schools  of 
South  Carolina,  and  also  graduated  from  the  Newberry 
College.  Owing  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  war 
times  and  the  years  following,  and  the  losses  it  inflicted 
upon  his  family,  he  had  to  begin  work  when  a  very 
young  boy,  in  order  to  help  support  the  household,  and 
has  been'  a  hard  worker  all  his  life.  From  such  be- 
ginnings he  has  finally  reached  a  position  where  he  may 
be  properly  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  men  in  influ- 
ence and  wealth  in  his  section  of  the  state. 
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Mr.  Langford  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order, 
having  attained  the  various  degrees  of  the  York  Kite 
and  being  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  is  affili- 
ated with  the  Kjiights  of  Pythias,  the  Improved  Order 
of  Eed  Men,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  his  church 
is  the  Methodist,  in  which  his  wife  is  a  very  active 
member.  At  Huntsville,  Texas,  October  17,  1907,  Mr. 
Langford  married  Miss  Lula  Hyatt,  a  daughter  of  Major 
Ben  and  Elizabeth  Hyatt.  Her  father  was  one  of  the 
well  known  early  settlers  of  this  section  of  Texas,  en- 
listed and  made  a  gallant  record  in  the  Confederate 
army,  and  is  now  deceased,  while  his  widow  lives  in 
Wichita  Falls.  The  three  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Langford  are:  Pierce  P.  Langford,  Jr.,  born  at 
Wichita  Falls,  August,  1908;  Ben  Langford,  born  in 
September,  1909;  and  Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  in  No- 
vember,  1912. 

Charles  Houston  Veale.  The  Veale  family  has 
been  prominent  in  the  Texas  bar  for  many  years.  Judge 
Veale  is  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Amarillo,  and 
his  son  named  at  the  beginning  of  this  paragraph  is  now 
identified  with  the  Floyd  county  bar,  and  one  of  its 
ablest  junior  members. 

Charles  Houston  Veale  was  born  in  Breckenridge, 
Texas,  October  3,  1S88,  a  son  of  John  W.  Veale,  for  a 
number  of  years  has  been  one  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  Potter  county  bar.  Judge  Veale  represented  his 
district  in  the  forty-first  and  forty-second  state  legis- 
latures, and  has  been  one  of  the  leaders  in  Democratic 
politics  and  civic  aifairs.  He  also  served  on  the  district 
bench.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  was  Lucy  Lee 
Crutcher,  who  was  born  in  Texas,  a  daughter  of  Bev. 
Crutcher,  an  old  settler  of  Stephens  county,  and  long  a 
Baptist  minister.  The  mother  died  in  1891  at  Brecken- 
ridge. There  were  three  children  in  the  family,  namely: 
Lottie  May,  wife  of  Joe  A.  Wheat  of  Seymour;  Charles 
H. ;   and  Lucile,  wife  of  H.  J.  Houser  of  Amarillo. 

Charles  Houston  Veale  was  reared  in  Amarillo,  where 
he  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools,  graduating  from 
the  I.Tttor  in  190.5.  He  then  entered  the  University  of 
Texn'i.  wliprp  he  spent  two  vo.Trs  .as  n  <;tndent,  and  com- 
plet.Ml  Ins  l:iv\  stiiai.'s  ill  hih  f.'itlirr's  niliri..  He  was  ad- 
mitti'.l  In  prmtirr  .Inly  '>.  linn.  ;iii(|  \\;is  at  once  taken 
into  parliiri'^lnp  in  his  tiithiMs  linn,  known  as  Veale, 
Davidson  &  Veale.  In  Sejitemlier.  1911,  he  left  to  take 
up  his  residence  and  begin  independent  practice  in 
Floydada.  Mr.  Veale  is  a  Democrat  and  a  worker  in 
party  and  civic  affairs.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Ma- 
sonic Order  and  the  Modern  Order  of  Pretorians,  and 
belongs  to  the  Potter  county  bar  association,  and  the 
state  and  American  Bar  Association.  His  church  is 
the  Baptist.  On  December  18,  1912,  Mr.  Veale  was 
married  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  to  Miss  Pattie  Irene 
Easling.  a  native  of  Bonaparte,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of 
H.  L.  Easling.  During  his  residence  in  Amarillo,  Mr. 
Veale  served  in  the  Texas  National  Guards,  holding  the 
place  of   sergeant  in  his  company. 

George  A.  Webster,  born  at  Lime,  New  Hampshire, 
January  11,  184.5,  was  the  second  son  of  Daniel  Noble 
"Webster  and  a  direct  descendant  of  Hon,  John  Webster, 
who  came  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  with  the  tirst  set- 
tlers, a  member  of  the  General  Court  in  1637,  a  JNIagis- 
trate  in  1639,  Deputy  Governor  in  1655  and  Governor 
of  Connecticut  in  1656.  His  father  was  a  prominent 
merchant  and  banker  of  Conneaut,  Ohio,  and  his  boy- 
hood days  were  spent  there  and  at  other  points  on  Lake 
Erie  until  he  enlisted  at  Greenfield,  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
August  15,  1862,  as  a  boy  soldier  in  the  war  between 
the  north  and  the  south.  During  the  war  he  took  part 
in  nine  hard  fought  battles  and  numerous  skirmishes. 
He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Winchester  in  Juno  at  the 
time  of  Milroy's  defeat,  and  was  placed  in  Libby  prison 
but  was  later  transferred  to  Belle  Island.     In  July  of 


the  same  year  he  was  paroled.  At  Berryville,  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  Virginia,  September  3,  1864,  he  was  again 
taken  prisoner  and  was  held  until  February  or  March 
of  the  following  year,  was  at  Lynchburg  and  Salsbury, 
North  Carolina.  He  was  sergeant  of  Company  C,  123rd 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  at  one  time  was  given 
charge  of  his  company,  but  his  youth  prevented  him 
from  being  commissioned  as  captain.  He  was  mustered 
out  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  June  12,  1865.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Richard  J.  Oglesby  Post,  No.  6,  G.  A. 
E,,  of  Dallas,  Texas.  His  mother,  Lois  (Swain)  Web- 
ster, was  his  father 's  second  wife ;  she  afterwards  be- 
came the  wife  of  G.  C.  Wright,  and  the  last  years  of 
her  life  were  spent  at  Norwalk,  Ohio. 

After  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Webster  engaged 
in  the  insurance  liusiness  at  Alliance,  Ohio,  where  he 
met  Miss  Mary  Fianci's  Caiiison.  a  native  of  Ohio  and 
the  daughter  of  .laim'^  \\ .  and  Amanda  (Rhodes)  Gar- 
rison, and  in  .July,  l^ii:i.  ilayv  were  married  at  Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania.  Her  father  was  an  able  writer 
and  editor  and  fur  many  years  was  a  prominent  pub- 
lisher and  well  known  and  an  active  worker  in  the  ranks 
of  the  republican  party  in  Ohio,  being  a  close  friend 
of  President  McKinley  and  enjoying  the  distinction  and 
honor  of  having  nominated  him  for  his  first  public 
office. 

Mr.  Webster  's  identification  with  Dallas  and  the  Loan 
Star  state  began  in  1875.  He  had  sold  his  insurance 
business,  and  was  then  representing  a  very  prominent 
company  who  were  the  large  manufacturers  of  fire- 
arms and  sewing  machines  in  the  east,  when  the.y  sent 
him  to  Texas  from  St.  Louis  to  represent  them  in  this 
large  territory  where  every  one  was  supposed  to  own  a 
six-shooter  or  some  other  kind  of  gun.  The  state  soon 
afterwards  passed  laws  prohibiting  the  carrying  of 
pistols  and  as  the  merchants  then  stopped  buying  very 
large  bills  of  such  goods,  Mr.  Webster  devoted  his  entire 
time  to  the  sewing  machine  business  for  a  number  of 
years,  having  T.'xas  and  north  Louisiana  as  his  terri- 
tory, with  Ins  \ira>h|iiarters  at  Dallas.  Afterwards  he 
embarked    m   ilie   mnsical  merchandise  business  together 

with    sewin-    mad supplies,    etc,    but    soon    returned 

to  the  roail,  representing  a  St.  Louis  firm  of  manufac- 
turers of  jail  cages  or  cells,  with  whom  he  was  con- 
nected for  fourteen  years  prior  to  his  death.  He  died 
at  Robert  Lee,  the  county  seat  of  Coke  county.  Texas, 
while  on  an  important  trip  in  the  interest  of  that  com- 
pany. June  10,  1907.  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Oakland 
cemeterv  in  Dallas,  Texas,  with  Masonic  honors,  June 
13,  1907. 

Mr.  Webster  was  a  well  known  and  progressive  citi- 
zen, jiopular  with  business  men  and  the  traveling  fra- 
ternity, public  spirited  and  a  stanch  Democrat,  often 
urged  to  enter  the  field  as  a  candidate  but  always 
refused. 

As  a  Mason,  he  was  a  member  of  Tannehill  Lodge, 
No.  52,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Dallas  Chapter,  No.  47,  Royal 
Arch  Masons:  Past  Eminent  Commander  of  Dallas 
Conmiandery,  No.  6.  Knights  Templar;  at  the  time  of 
his  death  w'as  High  Priest  and  Prophet  of  Hella  Tem- 
ple, A.  A.  O.  N.^  M.  S.,  which  office  he  had  held  for 
about  twenty  years. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webster  were  born  six  children, 
three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Two  of  the  sons  are 
living,  both  married  and  have  children.  They  are: 
Daniel  G.,  employed  in  the  general  offices  of  the  Texas 
&-  Pacific  Railway  Company,  and  John  L..  a  teller  in 
the  American  Exchange  National  Bank.  Edward 
Thomas,  the  third  son,  died  in  W^aco,  Texas,  September 
9,  1910,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  having  been 
married  only  three  months.  He  was  well  known  in 
insurance  circles.  The  daughters  are  Fannie,  Helen 
and  Mary  Esther  and  live  with  their  mother  at  1916 
South  Harwood  street,  Dallas,  Texas. 

An  extract  from  the  resolutions  on  the  death  of  Mr. 
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Webster  from  Tamiehill  Lodge,  Xo.  52,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
Trill  show  the  respect  and  esteem  in  which  he  was  held: 
' '  Xone  knew  him  but  to  love  him.  He  always  met 
his  associates,  no  matter  what  the  circumstances  or  con- 
ditions were,  with  a  smile  and  a  hearty  handshake.  He 
■was  a  man  broad  and  liberal  in  his  ideas  and  without 
a  selfish  motive  in  his  nature.  He  was  without  an 
enemy  and  was  ever  ready  with  his  purse  and  council 
to  assist  and  encourage  those  in  need  or  in 
In  short,  he  measured  up  to  the  full  standard  of  i 


Clakence  Smith.  Postmaster  at  Hereford,  Clarence 
Smith  has  been  a  resident  of  this  city  since  1905,  and 
was  appointed  to  his  present  ofBce  towards  the  close  of 
Eoosevelt's  administration.  He  is  one  of  the  progressive 
and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Deaf  Smith  county,  and 
his  individual  influence  goes  to  support  every  movement 
and  enterprise  which  may  secure  the  greater  welfare  of 
this  section  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  Missourian  by  birth,  having  been 
born  in  Mercer  county,  that  state,  November  22,  1864. 
His  father  was  Wjlliam  Smith,  a  native  of  Putnam 
county,  Indiana,  whence  he  moved  to  Missouri  in  the 
spring  of  1864.  Grandfather  Joseph  Smith  settled 
in  Mercer  county  in  1854.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
■who  enjoyed  moderate  success  and  prosperity  and  is  now 
living  in"  Dimmit,  Castro  county,  Texas,  still  active  at 
the  ngo  nf  soventy-three  years.  He  still  has  a  farm  and 
is  pii:;:il;.',|  m  ^Tnck  raising.  He  came  to  Texas  in  1899. 
Hf  '-  ;i  I,'''|iiiMican  in  politics  and  a  member  of  the 
Chnstimi  rlmrrli.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  was 
Martha  Jane  Ciardner,  ■n'ho  was  also  born  in  Putnam 
county,  Indiana,  and  died  in  1897  in  Mercer  county, 
Missouri,  when  fifty-six  years  of  age.  The  seven  chil- 
dren are  all  living,  Clarence  Smith  being  the  oldest. 

As  a  hoy  he  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
county  and  until  twenty-one  years  of  age  lived  on  the 
home  farm.  When  he  started  out  for  himself,  the  first 
five  years  were  spent  in  farming,  after  which  he  got 
into  the  mOling  business  in  Mercer  county,  and  has 
been  a  miller  or  identified  with  that  industry  in  some 
capacity  for  thirty-five  years. 

On  January  31,  1905,  Mr.  Smith  located  at  Hereford, 
and  the  first  two  and  a  half  years  were  spent  in  the 
service  of  the  Santa  Fe  Eailroad  Company.  In  July, 
1907,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Hereford,  and  has 
administered  the  office  to  the  benefit  of  its  patrons  and 
local  business  for  the  past  six  years.  Mr.  Smith  is  one 
of  the  active  Republicans  of  the  Panhandle.  He  is 
affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Yeomen,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  South.  In  Mercer  county,  Missouri,  November 
6,  1886,  he  married  Miss  Minnie  Crew,  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Crew.  Their  three 
children  are:  Leslie  E.,  born  in  Mercer  county;  William 
J.,  born  in  Mercer  county;  and  Ealph,  also  a  native  of 
the  same  county. 

David  L.  McDonald.  The  sight  of  four  hundred  wind 
mills  in  and  about  the  town  of  Hereford,  each  one 
pumping  water  for  domestic  uses,  led  D.  L.  McDonald, 
about  six  years  ago,  to  the  conviction  that  what  could 
be  done  on  a  small  scale,  such  as  a  forty-foot  garden 
patch,  could  be  applied  to  a  quarter  section  of  land. 
The  only  requirement  was  to  increase  the  power  of  the 
wind-driven  machinery  by  several  hundred  times,  and 
this  could  easily  be  done  by  installing  large  fuel  con- 
suming engines,  and  centrifugal  pumps.  Mr.  McDonald 
saw  aU  these  facts  during  a  temporary  residence  at 
Hereford  and  other  parts  of  Texas,  aiid  in  1910  re- 
turned to  put  this  plan  in  operatinn  and  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  having  installed  the  first  successful  irrigat- 
ing plant  in  the  Texas  Panhamlle. 

Mr.  McDonald  had  his  first  well  sunk  on  some  land 
he  owned  two  miles  south  of  Hereford,  and  put  in  a 
centrifugal  pump  with  a  capacity  of  one  thousand  gal- 


lons ot  water  per  minute.  All  of  Deaf  Smith  county, 
as  well  as  a  great  portion  of  the  entire  Panhandle  re- 
gion, is  underlaid,  as  those  who  have  even  a  cursory 
knowledge  of  geological  formations  in  northwest  Texas 
understand,  with  what  appears  to  be  an  inexhaustible 
supply  of  water  bearing  sand,  and  though  hundreds 
of  wells  have  been  sunk  since  Mr.  McDonald's  initial 
enterprise  in  the  vicinity  of  Hereford,  many  of  which 
pump  as  much  as  eighteen  hundred  gallons  per  minute, 
this  subterranean  water  supply  has  never  been  dimin- 
ished or  shown  the  slightest  sign  of  failing.  A  result 
of  all  this  is  that  hundreds  of  irrigated  farms  have  now 
taken  the  place  of  the  old  drought-stricken  area  which 
was  formerly  subject  to  the  inconstant  seasons  and  ir- 
regular supply  of  natural  rain  falls.  It  is  an  interest- 
ing fact  that  Mr.  McDonald's  enterprise  was  first  put 
into  successful  operation  during  a  year  which  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  dryest  and  hottest  in  recent  Texas 
history,  and  since  the  pumping  plant  went  night  and 
day  with  no  diminution  of  water,  is  conclusive  evidence 
that  this  sub-surface  method  of  irrigation  wiU  prove 
permanently  successful. 

Mr.  McDonald  as  the  pioneer  developer  of  irrigation 
farming  in  Deaf  Smith  county  and  the  Panhandle  has 
spent  two  or  three  very  busy  years  in  development  work 
and  promoting  the  success  of  his  irrigation  plans  to  the 
farming  region  about  Hereford.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Edwards-McDonald  Company,  composed  of  himself 
and  Mr.  Ed.  B.  Edwards.  Mr.  Edwards  is  president  of 
the  First  State  Bank  &  Trust  Company  of  Hereford, 
and  is  a  banker  of  wide  experience  and  well  known  for 
his  conservative  judgment  and  action.  This  company 
controls  large  amounts  of  land  about  Hereford,  and  is 
installing  as  rapidly  as  possible  irrigating  plants  on 
every  farm  subdivision,  these  plants  being  constructed 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  Mr.  McDonald.  The 
company  guarantees  results,  every  contract  of  sale  hav- 
ing a  clause  which  guarantees  delivery  of  enough  water 
to  irrigate  every  acre  of  the  soil,  otherwise  the  purchaser 
need  not  pay.  The  firm  is  interested  in  banking,  farm- 
ing, real  estate  and  general  development  work  and  has 
done  much  to  build  up  a  community  of  homes  in  the 
rich  and  productive  country  about  Hereford. 

David  L.  McDonald,  who  started  out  in  life  with  no 
resources  to  speak  of,  and  made  his  way  by  relying  upon 
his  resourcefulness  and  ability  to  encounter  every  propo- 
sition as  it  came  up,  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
Pennsylvania,  at  the  town  of  Concord,  November  26, 
1872.  "  His  father,  David  L.  McDonald,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  physician  and  surgeon  by  pro- 
fession. He  also  served  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of 
Company  I  of  the  Forty-Ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
His  death  occurred  in  Pennsylvania  in  1900  at  the  age 
of  sixty-seven.  The  mother  was  Margaret  Eobertson, 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  now  a  resident  of  Philadel- 
phia. There  were  five  children,  of  whom  David  L. 
was  the  oldest. 

He  received  a  public  school  education  at  Greeneastle 
up  to  the  time  he  was  seventeen  and  on  leaving  school 
learned  the  business  of  pharmacist,  and  for  ten  years 
was  engaged  in  the  drug  trade.  As  already  stated,  he 
first  came  to  Texas  some  six  or  seven  years  ago.  and 
in  May,  1910,  located  permanently  at  Hereford,  where 
he  has  since  been  in  the  real  estate  and  irrigation  de- 
velopment business.  Since  the  beginning  he  has  placed 
water  on  more  than  five  thousand  acres  of  land,  all 
within  a  few  miles  of  Hereford,  and  in  time  he  plans 
to  irrigate  two  hundred  thousand  acres.  He  owns  a 
thousand  acres  of  farming  land  of  his  own,  and  pro- 
duces mixed  crops  every  season. 

He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Lutheran  church.  On  December  12,  1900,  at  Van 
Wert,  Ohio,  he  married  Miss  Anna  K.  Bupright,  who 
was  born  in  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  John  Eupright.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  their  marriage,  namely: 
Mary,  David  and  John,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Ohio. 
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Andrew  Jackson  Lipscomb.  Cashier  of  the  Western 
National  Bank  at  Hereford,  Mr.  Lipscomb  has  been 
identified  with  this  section  of  the  Panhandle  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  as  a  rancher  and  as  a  cattle  raiser  in  Deaf 
Smith  county,  and  more  recently  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  financial  and  business  affairs  at  Hereford. 

Andrew  Jackson  Lipscomb  was  born  in  Wood  county, 
Texas,  March  29,  1866,  and  the  family  was  among  the 
pioneers  of  that  county.  His  paternal  ancestors  came 
from  England  and  settled  in  the  colony  prior  to  the 
Eevolutionary  war  and  one  or  more  members  of  the 
family  served  with  the  Virginia  troops  in  that  and 
other  early  wars  of  the  nation.  The  maternal  ancestors 
were  of  Irish  stock,  and  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Georgia. 

David  Thomas  Lipscomb,  father  of  the  Hereford 
banker,  was  born  in  Georgia,  and  came  to  Texas  with 
his  wife  and  two  sons  in  1847,  locating  in  Wood  county. 
He  was  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock  raiser  in  the 
early  days  and  built  up  through  honest  labor  and  good 
management  an  estate  which  was  one  of  the  largest  in 
that  section.  It  is  said  that  he  cleared  more  land 
than  any  other  resident  of  Wood  county,  having  opened 
and  put  in  cultivation  fifteen  hundred  acres.  Before 
the  war  he  operated  this  plantation  with  the  aid  of  a 
large  number  of  slaves  and  more  cotton,  grain  and 
stock  was  produced  on  his  farm  than  by  any  other  in- 
dividual in  the  county.  During  the  Civil  war  he  en- 
listed under  Captain  Dick  Hubbard,  and  spent  three 
years  in  the  service,  being  flag-bearer  during  the  last 
two  years.  His  death  occurred  January  1,  1904,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and 
very  active  in  civic  affairs.  His  church  was  the  Bap- 
tist. He  married  Mary  Garrett,  who  was  born  in  Geor- 
gia, and  they  were  married  in  that  state  in  1856.  In 
crossing  the  country  to  Texas  they  drove  teams  of  oxen 
and  horses,  making  the  trip  in  true  pioneer  fashion.  The 
mother  is  now  living  at  the  good  old  age  of  seventy-nine, 
hale  and  hearty,  her  home  being  at  the  old  place  in 
Wood  county.  Four  sons  and  four  daughters  blessed 
their  union  and  four  sons  and  one  daughter  are  still  liv- 
ing. Andrew  J.  was  one  of  twin  brothers,  the  other 
being  Charles  Day. 

He  received  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  Wood 
county  and  supplemented  that  training  with  a  course 
in  the  National  Normal  University  of  Lebanon,  Ohio, 
and  also  one  year  in  college  in  Hunt  county,  Texas.  His 
early  life,  aside  from  his  schooling,  was  spent  on  a 
farm,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  began  teaching, 
following  that  vocation  in  Wood  county  for  three  years. 
During  one  year  of  this  time  he  was  president  of  the 
Board  of  Examiners.  In  March,  1890,  Mr.  Lipscomb 
came  out  to  the  Panhandle  country,  at  a  time  when 
settlement  was  very  sparse  and  no  development  had  oc- 
curred, except  in  the  ranching  and  stock  raising  busi- 
ness. He  located  in  Deaf  Smith  county,  where  he 
acquired  a  large  range  for  his  cattle,  and  operated  as 
a  stockman  on  a  large  scale.  He  at  one  time  had  eight 
sections  of  land  in  his  pastures,  and  ran  about  five 
hundred  head  of  stock.  After  some  years  he  sold  out 
his  stock  interests  and  ranch  and  moved  into  Hereford, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  one  of  the  most  active 
factors  in  business  and  banking.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  First  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
a  stock  holder  and  director.  He  also  established  a  coal, 
grain  and  lumber  business,  remaining  in  the  latter 
branch  of  trade  for  two  years.  After  that  he  invested 
and  took  considerable  part  in  the  management  of  the 
Hereford  Mercantile  Company,  and  was  with  that  busi- 
ness until  1908.  His  interests  then  became  allied  with 
the  Western  National  Bank,  and  a  year  later  he  was 
made  cashier  of  this  bank,  an  office  which  he  has  held 
to  the  present  time,  and  he  is  practical  manager  of  the 
institution,  which  is  one  of  the  strongest  in  the  Pan- 
handle. 

Although  he  has  never  filled  an  office  and  sought  no 


public  distinction,  Mr.  Lipscomb  is  one  of  the  active 
workers  in  the  Democratic  ranks  in  his  home  district. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  including  the 
Eoyal  Arch  Chapter  and  also  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and 
the  Knifihts  nf  Pythias.  He  is  an  elder  and  treas- 
urer of  thr   I'li^t   I'lvsliyteriau  church  of  Hereford. 

Mr.  Liii-r,,i]ili  \\;i^  liist  married  in  Wood  county  to 
Miss  Allic  li.  (iiwr,  who  was  born  in  Texas,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Walter  Greer,  who  during  his  youth  had  been 
a  companion  and  close  friend  of  Mr.  Lipscomb's  father, 
and  who  also  served  in  the  Civil  war.  Walter  Greer 
took  up  his  residence  in  Texas  and  died  soon  after  the 
war.  Mrs.  Lipscomb  passed  away  August  18,  1897,  in 
Deaf  Smith  county,  while  living  on  a  ranch  about  five 
miles  northwest  of  Hereford.  The  three  sons  of  their 
marriage  were:  Walter  David,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years;  James  E.,  born  in  Wood  county;  and 
WiUiam  Andrew,  also  a  native  of  Wood  county.  The 
second  marriage  of  Mr.  Lipscomb  occurred  July  17, 
1907,  to  Miss  Alma  Carloek,  who  was  born  in  Missouri, 
a  daughter  of  E.  W.  Carloek. 

Haymon  Kbxjpp.  A  business  career  of  unusual  suc- 
cess and  achievements  has  been  that  of  Haymon  Krupp, 
now  proprietor  of  an  extensive  wholesale  merchandise 
business  in  El  Paso.  When  little  more  than  a  boy  and 
with  only  two  years'  experience  in  an  American  store, 
Mr.  Krupp  came  to  El  Paso  in  1890  and  six  months  after 
his  arrival  had  established  a  retail  store.  He  was  a 
business  builder  from  the  start,  acquired  a  first  class 
trade,  and  in  a  short  time  had  two  establishments  in 
prosperous  operation.  With  the  expansion  of  the  busi- 
ness in  1910  he  finally  turned  his  attention  to  exclusive 
wholesale  lines,  and  now  handles  a  complete  linrf  of 
men's  goods,  clothing,  hats,  shoes,  notions,  and  has  a 
trade  extending  to  retail  stores  throughout  west  Texas, 
New  Mexico,  Arizona,  and  old  Mexico. 

Haymon  Krupp  was  born  in  Eussia  March  14,  1875, 
the  youngest  of  fourteen  children  born  to  Abraham 
and  Maloiio  Krupp.  Of  the  large  family  of  children, 
five  are  now  living  in  the  United  States,  and  three  in 
Europe.  Mr.  Krupp  attained  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Eussia,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  New  York  City,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years,  and  clerked  in  a  mercantile  house 
in  that  city.  At  the  conclusion  of  that  experience  he 
came    to   El   Paso   where   he   has   been   a   resident   ever 

In  New  York  City,  April  11,  1899,  Mr.  Krupp  mar- 
ried Miss  Leah  Silverman,  daughter  of  S.  Silverman  of 
New  York  City.  Their  three  children  are  Birdie,  Bern- 
hard  and  Paula.  Mr.  Krupp  is  aflSliated  with  Masonry 
from  the  Blue  Lodge  to  the  thirty-second  degree  of 
Scottish  Eite,  including  the  Mystic  Shrine,  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
Knights  of  Maccabees,  and  other  social  and  fraternal 
organizations.  He  is  independent  in  politics,  takes  an 
active  interest  in  civic  affairs,  and  it  is  his  belief  that 
every  man  owes  a  duty  to  his  country  to  the  extent 
of  casting  a  well  reasoned  vote.  He  has  several  times 
refused  official  honors.  Mr.  Krupp  says  that  he  is  well 
acquainted  by  travel  and  observation  with  many  cities 
and  states,  but  to  his  mind  Texas  fills  more  desires 
and  needs  of  the  average  man,  and  in  a  more  satis- 
factory manner  than  any  other  state  in  the  Union.  He 
is  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  the  splendid  resources, 
the  territorial  extent  and  the  high  class  citizenship  to 
be  found  in  the  Lone  Star  State.  He  is  a  successful 
man,  and  with  his  success  has  also  combined  a  disposi- 
tion to  give  liberally  to  all  enterprises  for  the  public 
good. 

Pattillo  Higgins.  It  will  hardly  be  disputed  that  no 
industry  in  recent  years  has  wrought  so  munificently  In 
the  best  interests  of  the  great  state  of  Texas  along  lines 
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of  development  as  has  the  oil  industry  of  the  different 
proven  oil  fields  of  the  state.  Developmente  in  such 
fields  as  have  thus  far  been  exploited  successfully  have 
brought  millions  of  dollars  into  the  state,  created  a 
multitude  of  new  industries  and  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  world  at  large  to  this  hitherto  scarce  known 
portion  of  the  country.  When  new  industries  are 
brought  into  being,  among  those  men  who  gain  prom- 
inence and  fortune  in  the  enterprise  one  man  will  usu- 
ally be  found  who,  by  reason  of  the  nature  of  his  activi- 
ties and  of  his  relation  to  the  enterprise,  will  inevitably 
stand  forth  as  the  human  agency  most  responsible  for 
the  success  of  the  project.  It  is  here  that  Pattillo 
Higgins  enters  as  the  original  locator  and  discoverer  of 
the  great  Beaumont  oil  field,  the  development  of  which 
soon  led  to  the  exploiting  of  other  petroleum  fields  in 
the  state,  and  he  stands  today  as  the  accredited  pioneer 
in  the  industry  and  as  one  whose  word  is  indisputable 
authority  when  the  merits  and  demerits  of  any  partic- 
ular suspected  oil  field  is  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Higgins  might  well  be  termed  the  Wizard  of  the 
Wells,  for  he  has,  according  to  all  accredited  reports, 
never  yet  failed  in  his  prognostication  concerning  the 
success  or  failure  of  any  projected  oil  enterprise  where- 
on his  opinion  has  been  given,  despite  the  unhappy  fact 
that  his  endeavors  to  open  the  Beaumont  field  was  for 
years  retarded  by  the  opinions  of  geological  experts 
who  brought  to  bear  their  scientific  knowledge  in  con- 
tradiction to  the  less  accredited  but  more  accurate 
knowledge  of  a  student  of  signs  in  Nature.  For  Mr. 
Higgins  for  years  devoted  his  time  to  the  study  of 
surface  conditions  of  the  Beaumont  field  and  when  he 
attempted  to  open  the  field  he  knew  to  a  certainty 
what  would  be  found  as  a  result  of  his  work. 

In  a  most  interesting  and  altogether  comprehensive 
little  brochure  published  under  the  title,  "History  of 
Oil  in  the  Gulf  Coast  Country  of  Texas  and  Louisiana, ' ' 
Mr.  Higgins  has  stated  facts  that  are  incontrovertible 
in  the  light  of  the  miraculous  developments  in  oil  in 
recent  years.  He  may  with  all  propriety  be  quoted 
briefly  from  this  little  booklet,  and  the  following 
sentences  are  offered  as  giving  some  light  upon  the 
methods  and  ideas  of  the  man  in  his  capacity  as  devel- 
oper and  ex-ploiter.  He  says  in  part :  ' '  With  me  the 
oil  business  has  been  second  nature  by  reason  of  my 
close  association  with  it  for  many  years,  or  since  the 
opening  of  the  Great  Gusher  pool  at  Beaumont.  For 
that  reason  I  feel  competent  to  advance  any  theory  I 
may  have  relative  to  the  location  of  oil  pools  in  unde- 
veloped sections.  I  began  at  the  bottom,  picking  iip 
stray  indications  of  nature  here  and  there,  and  having 
seen  them  demonstrated  time  and  again,  I  believe  I  am 
in  a  position  to  know,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  have 
the  hardihood  to  submit  to  the  public  this  history  of  oil 
development  in  the  Gulf  Coast  Country. 

' '  I  have  been  one  of  the  closest  observers  of  this 
development.  In  fact,  I  have  always  been  with  the  ad- 
vance guard  of  pioneers  and  I  know  that  no  element  of 
chance  need  enter  into  the  development  of  the  future 
great  oil  fields. 

"This  story  of  the  oil  discoveries  is  not  intended  to 
show  the  statistical  side  of  the  production,  but  is  in- 
tended to  prove  that  every  field  brought  in  or  every 
condition  encountered  in  past  years  only  went  to  sub- 
stantiate my  theory — the  theory  that  has  since  become 
a  science — that  there  are  surface  indications  of  all  great 
pools  of  oil.  This  I  have  contended  for  years.  The 
theories  I  have  advanced  have  not  been  received  with 
open  arms  and  I  have  been  forced  to  prove  them  at  my 
own  expense,  but  they  have  been  proved,  nevertheless. 
I  have  surmounted  every  obstacle  and  made  it  patent 
to  men  who  know  something  of  the  oil  business  that 
there  is  a  real,  true  science  in  locating  oil  fields.  My 
record  in  the  greatest  fields  in  the  Gulf  Coast  Country 
is  incontrovertible  evidence  in  support  of  my  theories  as 
to  surface  indications." 


And  indeed,  Mr.  Higgins'  record  has  been  one  of 
which  he  may  well  be  proud.  For  the  movements  he 
has  set  in  in  the  development  of  the  Gulf  Coast  Oil  Coun- 
try of  Texas  and  Louisiana  have  been  productive  of 
enormous  wealth  and  revived  all  classes  of  industry  in 
the  entire  southwest.  Prior  to  the  discovery  of  oil  in  the 
Gulf  Coast  Country  practically  aU  manner  of  business 
was  at  a  standstill.  The  discoveries  attendant  upon 
Mr.  Higgins'  activities  have  so  advertised  this  section 
that  millions  of  dollars  have  poured  into  the  state  for 
investment  in  all  spheres  of  legitimate  business  activity, 
ilany  of  these  millions  have  been  spent  in  the  excellent 
nork  of  building,  equipping  and  standardizing  rail- 
roads, as  well  as  in  erecting  for  them  suitable  and  nec- 
essary depots,  stations,  office  buildings  and  shops.  New 
banks  and  trust  companies  have  entered  the  field,  well 
organized  and  with  splendid  backing,  and  those  already 
existing  have  so  far  increased  their  capitalization  as  to 
permit  them  to  keep  pace  with  the  tremendous  financial 
progress  of  the  day.  Building  and  construction  com- 
panies of  every  order  have  made  rapid  strides  forward 
and  the  many  substantial  skyscrapers  of  both  Houston 
and  Beaumont  bear  eloquent  testimony  to  the  profits 
made  in  oil  in  the  past  ten  years.  All  classes  of  lands 
have  increased  in  value  as  the  various  oil  fields  have 
been  developed  and  agriculture  has  received  such  an 
impetus  as  was  never  before  known  in  this  section. 

The  coming  of  oil  brought  in  the  day  of  the  million 
dollar  concern  in  Texas,  where  prior  to  that  time  the 
company  that  had  a  capital  of  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars  was  indeed  a  rarity.  Millions  have  been  ex- 
pended in  the  oil  fields  in  the  building  of  oil  refineries 
and  pipe  lines  and  the  capital  of  even  the  smaller  oil 
companies  will  aggregate  millions.  Enormous  civic  im- 
provements, county  roads  and  immense  drainage  projects 
that  have  been  successfully  consummated  in  recent  years 
may  all  be  attributed  directly  to  the  advancement  and 
activity  subsequent  to  the  development  of  the  oil  fields 
of  Texas.  And  it  is  the  belief  and  opinion  of  such 
men  as  Pattillo  Higgins  that  the  industry  in  this  state 
is  vet  in  its  infancv. 

in  his  booklet.  "The  History  of  Oil,"  Mr.  Higgins 
sets  forth  his  reasons  for  carrying  his  investigations 
into  any  specified  field  in  search  of  oil.  He  claims  that 
there  are  ever  existant  on  the  surface  of  any  productive 
field  four  infallible  signs  that  wiU  warrant  any  expend- 
iture in  the  opening  up  of  that  field,  for  the  results  will 
be  sure  and  unfailing.  He  claims  that  these  signs  have 
been  present  in  every  Texas  oil  field  thus  far,  and  that 
he  has  detected  them  in  many  tracts  of  land  as  yet  un- 
suspected, but  destined  to  yield  up  their  wealth  when 
the  time  comes.  The  presence  of  these  infallible  signs 
induced  his  untiring  efforts  to  open  up  the  Beaumont 
fields,  with  what  results  the  whole  world  is  today  more 
or  less  cognizant. 

It  was  on  August  24,  1892,  that  Mr.  Higgins  definitely 
engaged  in  the  oil  business,  though  he  had  devoted  much 
of  his  time  to  the  study  of  conditions  in  the  Beaumont 
field  before  he  made  'any  open  move  along  lines  of 
development.  At  that  time  he  organized  the  Gladys 
City  Oil,  Gas  and  Manufacturing  Company  at  Beau- 
mont, under  the  laws  of  the  state,  with  an  authorized 
capital  stock  of  $200,000.  This  was  the  first  oil  com- 
pany incorporated  in  the  state  of  Texas— a  fact  worthy 
of  mention  in  the  light  of  subsequent  developments.  It 
was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Higgins  to  interest  a  goodly 
number  of  responsible  Beaumont  men  in  the  enterprise 
in  order  to  raise  ample  funds  for  the  purpose  of  puchas- 
ing  desirable  lands  and  making  needed  improvements. 
He  met  with  the  usual  disappointment  of  the  man  who, 
without  capital  of  his  own,  endeavors  to  enlist  the  sym- 
pathies of  men  of  means  in  an  enterprise  that  has  not 
yet  been  proven,  and  the  result  was  that  only  a  com- 
parative few  of  those  solicited  could  be  induced  to  come 
in  with  him.  It  is  significant  of  the  lack  of  doubt  that 
was  in  Mr.  Higgins'  mind  as  to  the  ultimate  success  of 
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(lie  enterprise  that  lie  was  iu  no  wise  discourageJ  at 
the  lack  of  enthusiasm  he  met,  but  went  ahead  with  the 
work  with  the  means  he  was  able  to  eomraand.  JIueh 
of  the  failure  he  experienced  in  gaining  the  ear  of  the 
investing  public  resulted  from  the  interference  of  the 
State  Geological  Department,  who  on  hearing  of  the 
enterprise  sent  one  of  its  experts  to  investigate  the  field. 
His  report  was  distinctly  adverse  and  newspaj.iT  articles 
over  his  signature  did  not  tend  to  stimulate  faith  in 
Mr.  Higgins  and  his  work.  The  first  well  contractor  he 
secured  threw  up  the  work  after  failure  to  encounter  oil 
at  three  hundred  feet,  but  ;Mr.  Higgins  finally  succeeded 
in  making  a  contract  with  Captain  A.  F.  Lucas  to  enter 
the  field,  and  the  work  was  begun  in  gehuine  earnest  in 
1900,  and  on  January  10,  1901,  the  first  of  the  Texas 
oil  gushers,  later  known  as  the  Lucas  well,  was  brought 

In  1901  Mr.  Higgins  organized  th.-  ITi--ins  f)il  and 
Fuel  Company,  operating  at  Beaum.int.  .iii.l  iii  I'.iU  he 
organized  the'  Gulf  Coast  Oil  Conl|l;(ll^  of  Il..n-tiin,  of 
which  he  is  president  and  general  iii.in.i-.i .  Tliis  ,nni 
pany  is  now  developing  new  fields  in  'I'.x;!^  .nhl  . on 
trols  lands  that  have  hitherto  been  uii-ns|.,',  tr,|  ..(  ImM.-n 
wealth  of  this  nature  but  which  will,  it'  Mi.  Ili-yiii>' 
prophecy  does  not  fail,  produce  maiiv  mine  uiillinns  to 
the  people  of  Texas.  In  the  light  oif  past  and  present 
successes,  it  would  seem  that  there  is  no  great  ilanger 
that  his  promises  of  profitable  development  of  these 
lands  should  not  materialize. 

Mr.  Higgins  is  an  undoubted  authority  on  the  subject 
of  oil.  and  in  his  History  of  Oil  a  number  of  pages 
are  devoted  to  an  inteuselv  interesting  article  entitled 
"The  Great  Basin,  and  Hnw  Oil  Was  Formed  in  the 
Gulf  Coast  Country  of  Texas  and  Louisiana."  In  this 
article  he  has  combined  a  knowledge  of  what  he  terms 
"textbook  science"  with  the  observations  of  a  natu- 
rally scientific  mind  after  years  of  close  and  careful 
study  of  surface  and  other  indications,  and  the  result 
is  most  interesting  and  convincing.  Certain  it  is  that 
he  has  employed  his  knowledge  to  excellent  purpose  and 
to  the  undying  good  of  the  state  in  the  last  decade,  with 
promise  of  much  more  to  follow  along  similar  lines. 

Concerning  the  birth  and  parentage  of  :\rr,  Higgins, 
it  may  be  said  that  he  was  born  in  lUiiiiinoiit,  Toxas,  in 
1863, 'and  he  is  the  son  of  Eichard  .1.  iml  ^mnli  i  Ray) 
Higgins.  His  father  was  a  mechaim  l,\  ji.id.'.  who 
came  to  Texas  from  Georgia  in  the  year  l.^-jS  and  settled 
at  Sabine  Pass.  Later  he  moved  to  Beaumont,  and  there 
he  died  in  1891.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Higgins  lived  until 
190.5,  and  witnessed  the  first  years  of  her  son's  phenom- 
enal success. 

As  a  boy  Mr.  Higgins  enjoyed  but  a  meagre  season 
of  schooling  and  when  a  mere  youth  went  to  work  for 
a  sawmill  company.  In  1884  he  engaged  independ- 
ently in  the  timber  business,  and  it  was  while  thus  en- 
gaged that  he  began  to  develop  an  interest  in  geology 
as  applied  to  conditions  in  his  district.  For  some  years 
he  devoted  his  every  spare  moment  to  the  study  of 
petroleum,  oil  and  gas  and  all  surface  indications  there- 
of, so  that  when  he  entered  definitely  into  the  oil  enter- 
prise he  did  so  well  equipped  as  a  "result  of  his  study 
of  the  subject,  bringing  to  bear  the  wisdom  of  a  scientist 
■with  the  skiU  of  a  mechanic  upon  his  activities  in  devel- 
opment work. 

The  development  work  now  under  way  by  Mr.  Higgins 
and  his  company  is  highly  endorsed  by  men  of  unim- 
peachable standing  in  Beaumont  and  Houston,  and  he 
has  in  his  possession  a  number  of  letters  bearing  testi- 
mony to  his  standing  and  responsibility  as  an  oil  expert 
by  men  who  are  of  most  excellent  standing  in  financial 
and  industrial  circles  in  the  south.  Among  them  might 
be  mentioned  .1.  S.  Eice,  president  Union  National  Bank 
of  Houston ;  S.  F.  Carter,  president  Lumberman 's  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Houston;  Sam  Park,  president  American 
Lumber  Company  of  Houston;  H.  P.  Attwater,  indus- 
trial agent,  the   Sunset   Eoute,   of   Houston ;    Daniel   E. 


Garrett,  Congressman  at  large  for  Texas,  of  Houston ; 
B.  B.  Gilmer,  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  Houston ;  W.  G.  Van  "Sleek,  vice  president  and  gen- 
eral manager  Sunset-Central  Lines,  of  Houston;  W.  S. 
Davidson,  president  First  National  Bank  of  Beaumont; 
B.  E.  Norvell,  president  Aiiierii-an  National  Bank  of 
Beaumont;  and  E.  A.  FlifilnM,  mnviir  of  Beaumont. 

The  press  of  Texas  Inis  iiiit  \\iihheld  its  meed  of 
recognition  and  apprpciatiini  nl  the  activities  of  Mr. 
Higgins  in  the  oil  fiehls  and  lie  is  evervwhere  accredited 
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<  :Uij=  and  many  of  them  are 
of  especial  interest  in  their  mention  of  him  and  his 
work.  One  of  them  -appears  under  the  heading  of 
"Pattillo  Higgins  Views"  in  the  February  2nd  issue 
of  the  Beaumont  Daily  .lournal,  and  is  here  offered  in 
I  ,ir-  ,i<  a  comprehensive  and  pertinent  commentary  upon 
ilin  sianding  of  the  man  in  oil  circles  of  the  state: 
'■i'attiUo  Higgins,  the  well  known  oil  man  of  Houston, 
spent  yesterday  in  the  city.  Mr.  Higgins  states  that 
his  drilling  operations  in  the  Hockley  field  are  progre'ss- 
ing  satisfactorily,  and  he  is  arranging  to  sink  two  new 
wells  in  the  field.  Mr.  Higgins  has  the  utmost  confi- 
dence in  his  ability  to  bring  in  a  good  field  at  Hockley 
and  he  proposes  to  stay  with  the  drilling  until  he  has 
accomplished  this  result. 

"Mr.  Higgins  differs  from  the  opinion  of  Mr.  C.  H. 
Markham,  general  manager  of  the  J.  M.  Guffey  Petro- 
leum-Company, contained  in  an  interview  recently  given 
out  by  Mr.  Markham  at  San  Antonio,  that  the  oil  fields 
of  Texas  were  gradually  playing  out,  and  that  a  durable 
production  was  no  longer  expected.  In  combating  this 
opinion  Mr.  Higgins  said :  '  Texas  is  only  in  its  infancy 
in  the  oil  business.  Many  large  gushers  will  be  devel- 
oped in  the  coast  country  of  Texas,  and  some  of  the 
new  fields  will  surpass  any  that  have  so  far  been  devel- 
oped, and  will  surprise  the  world.  In  my  opinion,  other 
sections  of  the  state  will  be  developed  into  great  paying 
oil  fields  at  some  future  day. 

"  'There  is  no  reason  for  consumers  of  crude  oil  to 
fear  the  fuel  problem.  Nature  has  put  great  quantities 
of  fuel  right  at  our  doors  and  the  supply  will  not  be 
exhausted.  This  will  insure  a  perennial  supply  of  oil  at 
much  lower  prices  than  are  now  being  paid. ' 

•' '  Mr.  Higgins,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  the  first 
to  forecast  the  existence  of  the  great  oil  pools  in  the 
coast  country  of  Texas,  and  his  predictions  were 
ridiculed  at  the  time  by  wise  men  and  oil  experts,  the 
latter  making  positive  statements  that  oil  could  not 
exist  in  the  deposits  and  formation  of  the  coast  country 
of  Texas.  Mr.  Higgins  has  devoted  his  life  to  the  quest 
of  oil  fields  and  in  the  face  of  conditions  and  obstacles 
which  would  have  discouraged  the  average  man,  he  has 
continued  to  test  his  theories.  He  says  that  Texas  is 
peculiarly  favored  and  that  enormous  wealth  exists  in 
the  bowels  of  the  earth  in  the  form  of  oil  fields,  which 
time  and  enterprise  will  bring  to  light." 

It  is  worthy  of  mention,  in  the  light  of  the  foregoing 
statements  appearing  in  the  press  as  long  ago  as  the 
year  1907,  that  since  the  appearance  of  this  article  five 
enormously  rich  and  productive  oil  fields  have  been 
brought  in,  four  of  them  being  in  Texas  and  one  in 
Louisiana,  and  most  of  which  Mr.  Higgins  foretold  the 
existence  of  and  aided  in  their  development.  In  the 
face  of  such  a  record,  it  is  small  wonder  that  Mr. 
Higgins  enjoys  so  solid  a  reputation  in  reputable  circles 
of  his  native  state,  and  the  state  is  distinctly  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  possession  of  a  man  who  had  the 
foresight  and  knowledge  of  nature  to  bring  into  being 
the  present  industrial  conditions  that  have  resulted  from 
his  activities  in  his  chosen  field. 
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Mr.  Higgins,  who  resides  at  2208  Crawford  street, 
was  married  in  1906  to  Miss  Annie  Higgins,  of  Houston, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children—Gladys  Hig- 
gins and  Pattillo  Higgins,  Jr.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  church. 

David  E.  Gass.  The  men  who  give  of  their  energy, 
skill,  ambitious  vigor  and  enthusiasm  to  the  building  up 
of  a  community  are  the  benefactors  of  humanity,  and 
their  names  cannot  be  held  in  too  high  esteem.  In 
every  undertaking  which  is  to  prove  successful  there 
must  be  a  logical  beginning,  and  the  man  who  lays 
the  foundations  of  what  afterwards  may  become  a 
large  and  flourishing  city,  must  have  the  courage  of  his 
convictions,  and  an  unlimited  faith  in  the  future  of 
the  location  which  he  selects  as  the  scene  of  his  en- 
deavors. David  E.  Gass,  on  first  coming  to  Xorthwest- 
ern  Texas,  was  a  man  whose  keen  mind  and  boundless 
enthusiasm  allowed  him  to  look  far  beyond  the  narrow 
horizon  of  his  day  and  to  easily  read  the  signs  of  a 
dawning  tomorrow.  To  him  belongs  the  honor  of  being 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  city  of  Hereford,  for  some 
years  known  also  as  Blue  Water,  and  the  results  of  his 
planning,  his  sacrifices  and  his  work  of  development  live 
today  and  will  as  long  as  civilization  lasts,  for  he  built 
upon  the  solid  foundation  of  merit,  honesty  and  faith  in 
humanity.  He  is  still  engaged  in  business  here,  and  oc- 
cupies the  first  store  built  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Gass  is  a  Texan  and  was  born  in  Collin  county, 
Sej'tember  15,  1S4S,  a  son  of  John  M.  and  Sarah  Jane 
Gass.  His  father,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  came  to  Texas 
in  1811  and  settled  on  a  ranch  in  Collin  county,  where 
he  became  a  leading  stockman.  Subsequently  he  opened 
the  first  store  at  Millwood,  but  sold  his  interests  in  that 
enterprise  about  1851  and  erected  the  first  meal  tread- 
mill in  the  state  of  Texas,  continuing  to  operate  this 
until  1S56.  Shortly  thereafter,  in  his  forty-first  year, 
he  passed  away.  Mr.  Gass  was  the  first  commissioner 
of  Collin  county,  and  was  a  man  widely  and  favorably 
known.  He  was  married  in  Collin  county,  his  wife  hav- 
ing come  to  Texas  with  her  parents,  and  she  survived 
him  until  1906,  when  she  died  in  her  seventy-fifth  year. 
They  became  the  parents  of  two  children,  of  whom 
David  E.  was  the  elder. 

David  E.  Gass  received  his  preliminary  education  in 
the  little  primitive  log  schoolhouse  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
birthplace  in  Collin  county,  and  later  supplemented  this 
by  attendance  at  the  high  school.  He  remained  with 
his  mother  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  then  mar- 
ried and  farmed  on  his  own  account  for  fourteen  years 
in  Eockwall  county.  In  1882  he  entered  the  mercantile 
business  and  conducted  a  store  there  until  September, 
1885,  then  going  to  Haskell,  Texas,  where  he  con- 
tinued in  the  same  line  for  the  following  seven  years. 
December,  1892,  found  him  established  in  business  at 
Hale  Center,  Texas,  but  one  year  later  he  went  to  Tulia, 
and  in  1898  he  came  to  Hereford  and  erected  the  first 
store  at  this  place,  being  engaged  in  general  merchandise, 
but  afterwards  he  split  up  the  business  and  sold  the 
hardware  department,  also  the  grocery  department,  con- 
tinuing the  dry  goods,  in  which  business  he  took  his  son 
into  partnership.  During  the  fifteen  years  that  he  has 
resided  at  Hereford,  ilr.  Gass  has  seen  the  little  hamlet 
grow  and  develop  into  a  flourishing,  prosperous  city,  the 
center  of  large  commercial  interests,  an  enlightened, 
educated  community,  and  the  home  of  good  citizenship. 
He  has  devoted  himself  energetically  to  advancing  its 
interests  along  every  line,  and  has  erected  many  of  the 
buildings  here,  a  number  of  which  he  owns.  No  move- 
ment for  progress  has  been  complete  until  it  has  had  his 
name  on  its  list  of  supporters,  and  he  has  withheld  his 
co-operation  from  no  beneficial  enterprise.  His  success 
in  life  may  be  accredited  to  his  ow-n  eiforts,  for  when 
he  embarked  upon  his  career  he  was  a  poor  boy,  without 
influential  friends  or  monetary  influence. 

On  July  1,  1869,  Mr.  Gass  was  married  to  Miss  Emma 


McEeynolds,  a  native  of  Collin  county,  Texas,  daughter 
of  J.  M.  McEeynolds,  a  pioneer  of  the  Lone  Star  state. 
Nine  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gass, 
namely:  Charles,  born  July  21,  1870,  in  Eockwall 
county,  a  business  man  and  banker  at  St.  Joe,  Texas, 
and  the  father  of  three  children;  Claude  L.,  born  Oc- 
tober 25,  1873,  in  Eockwall  county,  cashier  of  the  First 
State  Bank  of  Einggold,  Texas,  and  the  father  of  one 
child;  Nester  E.,  born  February  9,  1877,  in  Eockwall, 
now  associated  in  business  with  "his  father  at  Hereford ; 
Mrs.  Beulah  Hutchinson,  born  June  15,  1881,  at  Tulia, 
Texas,  wife  of  a  prominent  stockman  and  the  mother  of 
three  children,  still  living  at  Tulia;  Mrs.  Brissy  Mc- 
Intyre,  twin  of  Beulah,  born  June  15,  1881,  at  Tulia, 
now  the  wife  of  a  well-known  druggist  of  Canyon,  and 
the  mother  of  one  child;  Mrs.  Ima  Anthony,  born  Sep- 
tember 1,  1886,  at  Haskell,  Texas,  the  wife  of  a  dr\ig- 
gist  of  Canyon  and  the  mother  of  one  child;  Miss 
Dipple,  born  July  29,  1892,  at  Haskell ;  and  Miss  Mabel, 
born  February  1.  1895.  Mr.  Gass  is  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  but  has  had  no  aspirations  for  public 
ofiice. 

EiCHARD  Coke  Hopping.  The  career  of  Eichard  Coke 
Hopping,  sheriff  of  Parmer  county,  Texas,  has  been 
one  replete  with  experiences  of  an  interesting,  and  some- 
times hazardous,  nature,  with  obstacles  overcome  and 
barriers  of  discouragement  surmounted.  He  was  left 
an  orphan  at  a  tender  age,  and  his  uoyhood  struggles 
were  hard  and  unceasing,  but  he  never  lost  courage  and 
his  persistent  eiforts  have  finally  brought  him  a  well- 
merited  success.  Eichard  Coke  Hopping  was  born  Au- 
gust 20,  1875,  at  Granbury,  Texas,  and  is  a  son  of  Wray 
and  Susan  (Nutt)  Hopping,  natives  of  Alabama.  His 
father,  a  well-known  Southern  planter,  came  to  Texas 
at  an  early  period  and  engaged  in  farming,  especially 
cotton  raising.  He  later  left  home  and  has  not  been 
heard  from  for  fifteen  years,  but  if  still  alive  would  be 
in  the  vicinity  of  seventy-five  years  of  age.  His  wife ' 
died  at  Granbury,  in  1878,  aged  thirty-eight  years.  Of 
their  three  children,  Eichard  C.  was  the  youngest. 

Eichard  Coke  Hopping  was  but  three  years  of  age 
when  his  mother  died,  and  at  that  time  "he  became  a 
ward  of  an  uncle,  Jacob  Nutt,  with  whom  he  made  his 
home  at  Granbury.  There  he  spent  his  school  days,  his 
vacations  and  all  spare  time  being  passed  in  the  hard 
work  of  the  farm  from  the  time  he  was  large  enough 
to  reach  the  plow -handles.  When  his  education  was 
completed  he  began  farming  and  cattle  raising  for  Mr. 
Nutt,  but  in  1901  went  to  Portales,  New  Mexico,  and 
for  five  years  was  engaged  in  the  cattle  business  on  his 
own  account,  but  in  1906  disposed  of  his  interests  there 
and  came  to  Parmer  county.  Here  he  has  since  been 
the  owner  of  a  fine  ranch  and  is  known  as  one  of  the 
leading  stockmen  of  his  district.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Panhandle  Stock  Eaisers  Association,  of  which  he  has 
been  inspector  during  the  past  two  years,  and  has  de- 
voted himself  assiduously  to  furthering  the  interests 
of  this  influential  and  progressive  body.  A  Democrat 
in  politics,  Mr.  Hopping  has  ever  labored  faithfully  in 
the  ranks  of  his  party,  and  in  1910,  when  a  strong  man 
was  needed  to  make  the  race  for  the  office  of  sheriff, 
Mr.  Hopping  was  the  choice  of  his  party  and  his  sub- 
sequent election  left  no  doubt  as  to  his  popularity.  He 
received  the  re-election  in  1912,  and  has  continued  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  his  office  in  an  able  and  efficient 
manner.  He  has  been  called  upon  at  times  to  officiate 
in  his  official  capacity  on  occasions  when  he  was  forced 
to  display  a  high  order  of  courage,  tact  and  discre- 
tion, and  at  no  time  has  he  failed  to  vindicate  the  con- 
fidence placed  in  him.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Blue 
Lodge  at  Farwell,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

On  January  15,  1892,  Mr.  Hopping  was  married  in 
Hood  county,  Texas,  to  Miss  Lelia  Jones,  daughter 
of   the  late   Luke   Jones,   but   reared   in   the   family   of 
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John  B.  Jones,  a  well-known  pioneer  of  Hood  county. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  this  union:  La  Verna,  born 
in  December,  1894,  at  Graubury,  Texas;  Flora  Best, 
bom  in  1897,  at  Granbury,  and  now  attending  school 
at  Milford,  Texas;  Jacob,  born  in  1900,  at  Granbury, 
and  now  attending  school  at  Farwell ;  Earl,  born  in  1903, 
at  Portales,  New  Mexico,  and  now  attending  school  at 
Farwell;  Sidney,  born  in  1906,  at  Texico,  New  Mexico, 
also  a  student  in  the  Farwell  public  schools;  Lillian, 
born  in  1908,  at  Farwell;  and  Pattie,  the  baby,  born 
at  this  place  in  1911. 

B.  E.  Nobles.  Among  the  conmierelal  houses  of 
Parmer  county  which  have  added  to  the  business  pres- 
tige of  this  section  of  the  Lone  Star  state,  that  of  B.  E. 
Nobles  &  Son  Grocery  Company,  of  Farwell  and  Texico, 
holds  jjrominent  place.  The  founder  of  this  business, 
B.  E.  Nobles,  is  widely  known  in  Texas,  belonging  to 
that  class  of  self-made  men  who  value  their  success  all 
the  more  because  it  has  been  self-gained.  His  business 
operations  extend  over  a  wide  area,  and  have  Ijrought 
him  into  contact  with  a  great  number  of  people,  repre- 
senting all  spheres  and  conditions  of  AVtestern  pioneer 
life.  Fertile  in  resources,  the  reverses  with  which  he 
has  met  from  time  to  time  have  proved  but  temporary 
embarrassments,  and  every  new  undertaking  has  been 
prosecuted  with  a  zeal  and  energy  which  has  merited, 
and  usually  attained,  success. 

Mr.  Nobles  was  born  in  Henderson  county,  Tennes- 
see, January  20,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  W.  A.  and  Eliza- 
beth P.  (Mann)  Nobles.  His  parents,  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee, were  married  in  that  state,  and  prior  to  the  Civil 
war  Mr.  Nobles  was  one  of  the  well-known  planters  of 
Henderson  county.  When  the  struggle  between  the 
North  and  the  South  broke  out,  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate service  and  met  a  soldier's  death  at  the  battle 
of  Perryville,  Kentucky,  in  1864,  being  but  thirty-seven 
years  of  age.  His  widow  survived  him  for  a  long  period, 
passing  away  in  1904,  when  eighty-tour  years  of  age, 
having  been  the  mother  of  five  sons  and  one  daughter, 
B.  E.  being  the  fifth  child  in  order  of  birth. 

B.  E.  Nobles  attended  college  at  Spring  Creek,  Ten- 
nessee, but  left  that  institution  prior  to  his  graduation 
and  returned  to  his  mother 's  home,  where  he  remained 
until  his  nineteenth  year.  At  that  time,  in  1878,  he 
came  to  Texas  and  first  settled  in  Kaufman  county, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  three  years.  He 
then  made  removal  to  Lamar  county,  and  there  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  mercantile  business,  remaining 
there  until  1907.  At  that  time  he  came  to  Farwell  and 
established  the  firm  of  B.  E.  Nobles  &  Son  Grocery  Com- 
pany, which  has  continued  to  carry  on  business  under 
the  same  firm  style  to  the  present  time.  Starting  in  a 
small  way,  it  has  been  gradually  developed  into  the 
largest  business  of  its  kind  in  Farwell  and  Texico,  and 
the  management  of  this  enterprise  has  left  Mr.  Nobles 
with  little  time  for  other  pursuits.  He  has  given  his 
thought  and  attention  to  his  business,  but  has  found 
leisure  to  discharge  the  duties  of  citizenship,  being  at 
this  time  a  member  of  the  board  of  county  commission- 
ers, and  under  this  administration  numerous  improve- 
ments have  been  made,  including  the  building  of  roads 
from  the  Mexico  line  to  the  end  of  Parmer  county.  He 
has  found  time,  also,  to  indulge  in  the  social  intercourse 
and  charitable  work  of  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he 
has  passed  aU  the  chairs  in  the  Blue  Lodge  and  is  now 
a  member  of  the  Chapter  and  also  holds  membership  in 
the  ■'STDodmen  of  the  World  in  Lamar  county.  He  has 
also  been  active  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Farwell,  where  he  has  served  for  some  time  as 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 

Mr.  Nobles  was  married  first  in  Kaufman  countv, 
Texas,  October  20,  1881,  to  Miss  Mattie  E.  Daniel,  who 
was  born  in  that  county,  daughter  of  Dr.  T.  J.  Daniel, 
and  she  died  in  October,  1885,  having  been  the  mother 
of   two    children — Lola   E.,   who   was   born    in    1882    in 


Kaufman  county,  and  now  resides  at  Deport,  Lamar 
county,  and  J.  0.,  born  in  1884,  in  Kaufman  county, 
now  a  member  of  the  wholesale  house  of  Nobles  Broth- 
ers, at  Dalhart,  Texas.  In  May,  1S87,  Mr.  Nobles  was 
married  iu  Lamar  county,  to  Mary  Josephine  Baught, 
daughter  of  G.  C.  Baught,  of  Tennessee,  now  a  well- 
known  resident  of  Deport,  Texas,  and  two  children 
have  been  born  to  this  union— Mack  D.,  born  August  1 
1889,  in  Lamar  county,  in  business  with  his  father,  and 
""^'^  Estelle,  born  in  1894,  in  Lamar  county,  and  now  a 
of  Farwell. 


John  M.  Dorraxce.  There  are  few  men  in  the  country 
who  have  had  a  longer  and  more  diversified  experience 
as  cotton  buyers  than  John  M.  Dorrance,  head  of  the 
firm  of  Dorrance  &  Company,  cotton  exporters  at 
Houston.  Mr.  Dorrance  got  his  first  experience  as  a 
cotton  buyer  nearly  fifty  years  ago,  when  a  boy  of  about 
fourteen.  There  have  been  very  few  interruptions  to  his 
continuous  identification  with  that  line  of  business  since 
1866.  During  a  residence  at  Houston  of  more  than 
twenty  years  Mr.  Dorrance  has  extended  his  activities 
and  influence  beyond  the  strict  lines  of  his  private  busi- 
ness, and  has  associated  himself  influeutially  with  many 
concerns  and  movements  which  are  of  a  public  or  semi- 
public  nature. 

A  New  Englander  by  birth,  John  M.  Dorrance  was 
born  at  Webster,  Massachusetts,  in  1852,  a  son  of  George 
W.  and  Eliza  (Bartello)  Dorrance.  His  father  held  the 
rank  of  chaplain  iu  the  United  States  Navy  and  saw 
service  throughout  the  Civil  war.  His  death  occurred 
m  1887.  The  mother  was  a  native  of  Washington,  D.  C. 
After  a  common  school  education,  John  M.  Dorrance 
started  to  work  at  the  age  of  fourteen  in  the  cotton 
business  with  the  firm  of  E.  T.  Wilson  &  Company  of 
New  York  City.  Later  Murchison  &  Company  of  New 
York  City  sent  him  as  their  representative  to  Ealeigh, 
North  Carolina,  and  he  later  located  for  the  same  com- 
pany at  Greenville,  South  Carolina.  His  work  continued 
in  South  Carolina  up  to  1880,  when  he  was  compelled 
to  resign  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  since  then  his 
home  has  been  in  the  middle  west  and  southwest.  He 
lived  at  St.  Louis  until  1884  and  in  that  year  first  came 
to  Houston,  Texas.  After  a  short  time  he  went  to 
Bryan  and  had  his  headquarters  as  a  cotton  buver  in 
that  city  until  1890.  Since  the  latter  year  his"  home 
has  been  in  Houston,  and  most  of  his  business  activi- 
ties are  centered  in  this  city.  In  1897  was  established 
the  cotton  firm  of  Dorrance,  Neville  &  Cairnes,  which 
later  became  Dorrance,  Cairnes  &  Company,  and  finally 
took  its  present  form  of  Dorrance  &  Company.  Mr. 
Dorrance  was  one  of  the  vice  presidents  of  the  Commer- 
cial National  Bank  of  Houston  untU  1908.  He  then 
took  a  similar  position  with  the  South  Texas  National 
Bank,  of  Houston,  and  in  1912,  with  the  consolidation  of 
the  South  Texas  National  and  the  Commercial  National 
as  the  South  Commercial  National  Bank,  he  became  one 
of  the  vice  presidents  of  the  new  institution  and  stUl 
continues  in  that  office.  There  are  numerous  other  con- 
cerns and  organizations  which  might  be  mentioned  as 
having  profited  by  the  relations  of  Mr.  Dorrance  with 
them.  Mr.  Dorrance  has  also  served  as  president  of  the 
Standard  Compress  Company  from  1898  to  1912,  until 
the  plant  was  burned  in  the  latter  year.  In  1913  he 
organized  the  Shippers  Compress  of  Houston,  and  is 
president  of  this  company.  He  is  also  president  of  the 
Brazos  Tde  &  Brick  Company,  of  Eosenberg,  and  his 
financial  interests  extend  to  some  of  the  important  dis- 
trict dredging  undertakings  in  this  section  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Dorrance  has  membership  in  the  Houston  Cotton 
Exchange,  of  which  he  was  at  one  time  vice  president; 
also  a  member  of  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange, 
and  an  associate  member  of  the  Liverpool  Cotton  Ex- 
change. Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Houston  Club,  the 
Houston  Country  Club,  and  the  Thalian  Club  of  Houston. 
Mr.    Dorrance    and    family    reside    in    Courtland    place, 
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Houston.  In  1886  occurred  his  marriage  with  Miss  Ada 
Knapp.  Her  father,  Col.  John  Knapp,  of  St.  lK)uis,  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  great  newspaper,  the  St. 
Louis  Beiuiblic.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Dorrance  and 
wife  have  been  born  four  children,  the  tirst  two  at 
Bryan,  Texas,  and  the  second  two  at  Watch  Hill,  in 
Ehode  Island.  Their  names  are:  Virginia  E.,  John 
p,  Margery,  and  George  TV. 


Hon.  James  0.  Luby.  San  Diego,  Texas,  has  no 
more  highly  esteemed  citizen  than  the  Hon.  James  0. 
Luby,  ex-county  .iudge  of  Duval  county,  who  first  came 
to  Texas  as  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  ranks.  To  the 
great  struggle  between  the  south  and  the  north  the  state 
of  Texas  is  indebted  for  some  of  its  foremost  men  in 
all  ranks  of  life — men  who  in  all  probability  would 
have  rounded  out  their  careers  in  other  sections  of  the 
country,  but  whom  the  fortunes  of  war  caused  to  seek 
new  fields  in  which  to  recuperate  their  losses  and  to 
begin  again  lives  that  had  been  all  but  shattered  in  the 
support  of  the  ' '  lost  cause. ' '  Here  in  the  new  and 
developing  southwest  they  gathered  together  the  broken 
threads  of  life  and  gallantly  fought  the  battles  of  peace, 
eventually  forgetting  the  misfortunes  of  the  past  in  the 
successes  of  the  present.  Judge  Luby  identified  himsell 
with  one  of  the  counties  of  Texas  which  at  the  time  was 
in  the  isolated  borderland  of  south  Texas,  and  performed 
a  valuable  individual  share  in  the  development  which  has 
since  brought  Duval  material  wealth  and  substantia]  civil 
and  industrial  order. 

Judge  Luby  is  an  Irishman  born  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, of  Irish  parentage,  in  1846.  He  lost  his  father 
when  he  was  a  baby  and  in  1854  accompanied  his  mother 
to  the  United  States,  the  family  first  settling  in  New 
York,  where  he  received  a  public  school  education.  From 
an  early  age  his  fortunes  became  varied  and  brought 
him  into  interesting  parts  of  the  western  world  and  into 
the  dangers  of  military  life.  In  1861  he  was  on  the 
Island  of  Cuba  and  in  April  of  the  same  year  went  to 
New  Orleans,  and  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  be- 
ing mustered  into  Col.  A.  H.  Gladden 's  First  Louisiana 
Infantry  on  April  Sth.  His  regiment  was  sent  to  Pen- 
sacola,  Florida,  next  into  Tennessee,  and  participated  in 
many  of  the  more  important  engagements  in  the  middle 
west.  Following  the  battle  of  Shiloh  in  1862  Mr.  Luby 
received  his  honorable  discharge,  but  re-enlisted  as  a 
member  of  the  Fourteenth  Louisiana  Infantry.  His 
service  with  this  command  was  soon  afterwards  inter- 
rupted by  capture,  and  after  getting  his  parole  in 
September.  1862,  he  went  to  the  Mexican  border  at 
Brownsville.  There  he  joined  Col,  J,  S.  (Eip)  Ford's 
famous  command,  and  continued  with  that  frontier 
branch  of  the  Confederate  army  until  the  last  battle  of . 
the  war,  fought  at  Palmetto  ranch  in  Texas,  close  to 
the  scene  of  the  first  battle  of  the  Mexican  war.  This 
engagement  took  place  May  13,  1865,  and  resulted  in 
a  victory  for  the  Confederate  army. 

At  the  close  of  his  military  career.  Judge  Luby  joined 
the  Mexican  Liberal  army  under  Gen.  Serrando  Canales, 
serving  with  the  rank  of  captain  until  1867.  That  year 
saw  his  removal  to  San  Diego,  in  Duval  county,  which 
city  has  since  been  his  home.  Judge  Luby  took  an 
active  part  in  the  progress  and  development  of  the  early 
Duval  county,  and  has  witnessed  a  great  transformation 
since  the  days  of  the  open  range  until  now  San  Diego 
is  a  center  of  commercial,  industrial  and  educational 
activities,  and  the  name  of  Judge  Luby  has  been  iden- 
tified with  many  enterprises  which  have  contributed  to 
its  growth  and  improvements.  After  a  few  years  he 
read  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1878. 

During  his  term  as  county  judge  of  Duval  county, 
numerous  improvements  and  great  advancements  took 
place,  and  he  was  one  of  the  county's  most  popular  and 
efficient  officials.  He  has  a  wide  acquaintance  among 
men  of  note  in  Texas,  and  many  of  them  are  his  per- 
sonal  friends.     During  the  administration   of  President 


Arthur,  Judge  Luby  served  as  collector  of  customs  at 
Brownsville,  and  in  1900  was  supervisor  of  the  census. 
Judge  Luby  was  married  in  Corpus  Christi  to  Miss 
Mary  J.  Hoffman.  She  was  born  near  Karlsbad,  Bo- 
hemia, Austria,  but  was  reared  in  Nueces  county,  Texas. 
Her  father,  Kletus  Hoffman,  brought  his  family  to 
southwestern  Texas  in  18.57.  Her  sister.  Miss  Annie 
Hoffman,  became  the  wife  of  the  late  Norman  G. 
Collins,  who  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  one  of  th 
wealthiest  men  of  southwest  Texas.  Judge  and  Mrs. 
Luby  have  four  children:  John  M.  Luby,  a  graduate 
of  the  Annapolis  Naval  Academy  in  1894,  serving  with 
the  rank  of  commander  in  the  United  States  navy ; 
James;  Mrs.  Adelaide  Whitman;  and  Mrs.  Kate  L. 
Shaffer.  Judge  Luby  is  the  owner  of  two  handsome 
homes,  one  in  San  Diego  and  the  other  in  San  Antonio. 

Judge  J.\mes  D.  Hamlix  has  the  distinction  of  hiv- 
ing laid  out  the  townsite  of  Texico  and  also  of  Far- 
well,  the  county  seat  of  Parmer  county,  and  for  the 
past  seven  3-ears  has  served  as  county  judge  of  Parmer 
county. 

James  D.  Hamlin  was  born  in  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
August  5,  1871,  a  son  of  James  M,  and  Mary  J.  Ham- 
lin, who  are  both  now  living  in  Parmer  county.  Texas. 
The  father,  who  is  seventy  years  of  age,  has  been  a. 
rancher  for  many  years,  and  in  his  early  life  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Union  army.  The  mother  is  seventy-eight 
years  of  age,  and  she  was  married  in  her  native  state 
of  Kentucky.     They  were  the  parents  of  two  children. 

Juilye  Hamlin,  the  older  of  the  children,  attended 
school  in  the  Louisville  high  school,  and  in  the  Unversity 
of  Kentucky,  at  Lexington,  where  he  was  graduated 
B.  A.  in  189.5.  He  then  entered  the  St.  Louis  law  school, 
and  during  his  studies  there  was  engaged  in  newspaper 
work  with  the  St.  Louis  HepuMif.  In  1896  he  came  to- 
Amarillo  to  take  the  presidency  of  Amarillo  College,  an 
office  which  he  held  for  two  years.  He  then  engaged  in 
practice  at  Amarillo.  where  he  remained  until  1905  and 
ser\-ed  one  term  as  prosecuting  attorney.  Judge  Hamlin 
was  legal  representative  of  the  Capital  Company  in  its 
vast  landed  interests  in  the  Panhandle,  and  in  this  con- 
nection started  the  town  of  Texico  in  1905  and  that  of 
Farwell  in  1906.  In  November,  1912,  he  was  elected 
county  judge  of  Parmer  county  and  has  since  given  a 
very  capable  administration  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  this 
county. 

The  Judge  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order  and  of 
the  Kappa  Sigma  College  Fraternity.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat and  a  member  of  the  Christian  church.  At  Hutchi- 
son, Kansas,  in  1906,  he  married  Miss  Kathryne  Nichols, 
a  native  of  Texas  and  daughter  of  W,  H,  Nichols,  her 
parents  are  still  living.  Judge  Hamlin  is  well  known 
in  the  Panhandle  and  is  a  man  of  broad  ideas  and  di- 
versified activities. 

Paul  Whitfield  Horx.  Probably  no  educator  of 
Texas  has  more  nearly  realized  the  ideals  of  civic  lead- 
ership than  Professor  Horn,  the  superintendent  of  the 
Houston  public  school  system.  Professor  Horn  is  a 
teacher  with  many  years  of  successful  experience  in  the 
practical  duties  of  the  school  room.  Since  1904  he  has 
made  a  splendid  record  in  building  up  and  developing 
the  Houston  system  of  public  schools,  and  that  the  local 
school  system  has  ranked  and  excelled  any  of  the  South- 
ern cities  is  chiefly  due  to  Professor  Horn 's  superior 
ability  as  a  manager  and  director.  Aside  from  this  work 
directly  connected  with  his  profession,  however,  Pro- 
fessor Horn  has  been  almost  equally  well  known  as  a 
citizen  of  Houston,  one  of  the  leaders  whose  influence 
and  counsel  are  considered  necessary  in  all  the  larger 
community  undertakings,  and  whose  name  properly  be- 
longs in  that  group  of  public  spirited  men  and  women 
who  have  done  most  to  create  and  develop  the  larger 
and  fuller  life  of  this  city. 

Paul  Whitfield  Horn   is  a  native  of  Booneville,   Mis- 
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souri.  His  father  was  born  in  Logan  county,  Kentucky, 
and  the  mother  at  Booneville,  Missouri.  Rev.  George  W. 
Horn  was  for  many  years  a  Methodist  minister  and  the 
scenes  of  his  pastoral  labors  were  chiefly  in  Missouri  and 
Texas. 

Completing  his  literary  education  at  the  Central  Col- 
lege in  Fayette,  Missouri,  where  he  graduated  in  1888 
and  subsequently  attained  the  degree  of  A.  M.,  Professor 
Horn  taught  one  term  of  rural  school  before  his  gradua- 
tion, and  then,  from  1889  to  1892,  was  teacher  in  the 
Pryor  Institute  in  Jasper,  Tennessee.  During  the  last 
three  years  he  was  president  of  the  institute.  Coming 
to  Texas  in  1892,  he  spent  one  year  as  teacher  in  VaUey 
View,  in  Cooke  county,  and  for  two  years  at  Belcher- 
ville,  in  Montague  county,  after  which  he  took  the  prin- 
cipalship  of  the  high  school  at  Sherman.  Professor  Horn 
is  highly  esteemed  in  Sherman,  where  he  spent  nine 
years  as  an  educator  and  upbuilder  of  the  public  school 
system.  He  was  principal  of  the  high  school  from  1895 
to  1897,  and  then  became  superintendent  of  the  city 
schools,  continuing  in  that  position  until  1904.  In  the 
latter  year  he  came  to  Houston  as  superintendent  and 
will  soon  have  entered  upon  his  tenth  year  as  head  of 
the  local  schools. 

From  1905  to  1912  Professor  Horn,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  summer  of  1911,  was  one  of  the  teachers  in 
the  summer  school  at  the  University  of  Texas,  at  Austin, 
and  during  1911  taught  in  the  summer  school  of  Tulane 
University,  at  New  Orleans.  He  has  contributed  nu- 
merous articles  to,  newspapers  and  reviews  on  educa- 
tional subjects,  and  has  often  written  concerning  civic 
problems.  '  With  Mr.  A.  N.  McCallum  he  is  author  of  the 
"New  Century  Spelling-  Bonk,"  published  in  1908;  with 
Mr.  W.  S.  Siittnii,  )-;  niitlini  .if  ■•School  Room  Es?eii- 
tials,"  publislh.-i  111  lull.  :iinl  i<  .iiithor  of  "Best  Things 
in  Our  Schouls, ' '  |iiil.li-lir,l  m  IHM.  Professor  Horn  has 
membership  iu  the  National  Eilm-ational  Association,  in 
the  Southern  Educational  Association,  in  the  Texas  State 
Teachers '  Association,  of  which  he  was  president  in 
1910,  and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Carncyii'  Lilirinv  :it  Houston,  of  the  Houston  M'lsic  As- 
sociation, ami  lit'  the  Houston  Art  Leat;ne,  His  church 
is  the  -Mrthoili^t  •■111.1  he  has  membership  in  the  Houston 
Rotarv  Cliil.  aii.l  the  Southern  Benevolent   Leacr.e. 

On 'August  28,  1900,  Professor  Hum  marrie.l  Miss 
Maud  Keith,  a  daughter  of  Rev,  J,  H,  K.'ith,  n  :\retho- 
dist  minister,  of  Cleveland,  Tennessee.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Ruth  Horn.  Their  home  is  a*  228  Emerson 
avenue,  in  Houston. 

Jonathan  Lane,  member  of  the  legal  tirm  of  Lane, 
Wolters  &  Storey,  attorneys,  promineutiv  liiin-n-ii  in  Hous- 
ton and  in  this  section  of  the  state.  -  :.  ■  ''■  I  vi.lers 
among  his  profession  and  a  man  ..t  mi   po- 

litical circles  of  the  state.  Mr.  Lan.'  :~  ;i  ..m.  ■  -m  of 
Texas,  born  in  Fayette  county,  on  Oerolier  1.3,  J>.").'i,  and 
he  is  the  son  of  Rev.  Charles  Joseph  r.rd  Ellen  E. 
(Crockett)  Lane.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Alabama 
and  the  mother  of  Tennessee.  She  was  a  niece  of  David 
Crockett  of  Alamo  fame,  and  it  was  in  her  native  state 
that  she  met  and  married  her  husband.  They  came  to 
Texas  in  1853,  settled  in  Fayette  county,  where  the 
senior  Lane  was  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  church  and 
for  many  years  presiding  elder  of  the  Austin  d. strict. 
Rev.  Lane  also  identified  himself  with  the  mercantile  and 
jilanting  business,  and,  though  he  retired  from  the  min- 
istry some  few  years  before  his  death,  he  continued  his 
mercantile  and  farming  activities  until  the  end  of  his 
days. 

Jonathan  Lane  received  his  education  at  private 
schools  in  Texas,  and  he  studied  law  at  home,  gaining 
admission  to  the  bar  in  1882.  In  1885  he  commenced  the 
active  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at  LaGrange, 
Texas,  and  in  1899  moved  to  Houston,  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  law  firm  of  Brown,  Lane  &  Garwood,  which 


later  came  to  be  changed  to  read  Lane.  Wolters  & 
Storey. 

Mr.  Lane  was  a  member  of  the  Texas  Senate  from 
1887  to  1891,  and  while  it  is  true  that  tliis  is  the  one 
political  oftice  he  has  held  thus  far,  he  has  been  •.■ery 
active  in  the  councils  of  the  state  Democratic  parly. 
He  has  been  a  memljer  of  the  committee  oj  platforms 
and  resolutions  at  every  state  Democratic  -jonvonLion 
since  1888,  with  but  a  single  exception,  and  he  has  been 
largely  instrumental  in  the  formation  of  the  platfoims 
of  his  party,  both  in  the  way  of  bringing  ahout  the 
insertion  of  proper  planks  and  the  keeping  out  of  detri- 
mental ideas  such  as  he  considered  to  be  not  wholly  in 
keeping  with  the  full  principle  of  Democracy.  In  1892 
he  was  chairman  of  the  Texas  State  Democratic  Con- 
vention, and  has  given  other  service  of  a  like  character. 

Mr.  Lane  has  been  active  in  the  commercial  welfare 
of  Texas,  as  well  as  in  her  political  life,  and  has  taken 
a  hand  in  numerous  industrial  and  manufacturing  con- 
cerns that  have  been  big  sources  of  benefit  to  the  gen- 
eral community.  As  general  attorney  and  then  president 
of  the  Cane  Belt  Railroad  Company  from  1889  to  1903, 
he  and  associates  built  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  of 
road  for  the  Cane  Belt  Radroad,  now  a  part  of  the  great 
Santa  Fe  S.YStem.  He  is  president  of  the  Thompson 
Brothers  Lumber  Company,  of  Trinity,  Texas,  one  of  the 
largest  lumber  manufacturing  companies  of  the  state, 
with  a  capital  of  $1,500,000.  Other  important  concerns 
of  which  he  is  president  are  the  American  Surety  and 
Casualty  Company  of  Texas,  the  Guarantee  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Texas,  the  Southern  Irrigation  Com- 
pany of  Texas,  and  the  Pritehard  Rice  Milling  Company 
of  Texas.  He  is  president  of  the  Continental  Trust 
Company  of  Texas,  as  well  as  a  member  of  its  di- 
rectorate, at  the  same  time  acting  as  a  director  of  the 
Union  National  Bank  of  Houston  and  of  the  Bankers' 
Trust  Company  of   Houston. 

Mr.  Lane  is  a  Knights  Templar  Mason  and  Shriner 
and  he  also  has  membership  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  December  28,  1880,  Mr.  Lane  was  married  to  Miss 
Alma  Harrison,  daughter  of  J.  M.  Harrison  of  Flatonia, 
Texas,  where  he  is  a  successful  and  prominent  merchant. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lane  reside  at  the  Rice  Hotel  Annex,  in 
Houston. 

Willis  T.  Bishop.  Now  filling  the  office  of  mayor 
of  San  Angelo,  Willis  T.  Bishop  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  most  successful 
business  men  of  that  city.  His  home  has  been  in  San 
Angelo  for  many  years;  every  one  in  the  city  pays  him 
the  tribute  of  esteem,  and  it  is  in  recognition  of  his 
ability  as  a  citizen  that  he  was  given  the  present  office. 
The  reputation  for  honesty  and  fair  dealing  which  Mr. 
Bishop  has  attained  as  a  business  man  has  been  further 
strengthened  since  his  advent  into  public  life.  He  real- 
izes what  it  means  to  be  a  servant  of  the  people  and  his 
ideal  is  not  to  serve  one  party  or  section  of  the  com- 
munity, but  the  whole  body. 

Willis  T.  Bishop,  who  is  of  Scotch  and  English  descent, 
was  born  at  Griffin,  Georgia,  on  May  27,  1859.  His 
father  was  Willis  M.  Bishop,  a  native  of  Georgia,  and 
who  before  the  war  was  a  large  planter,  and  also  oper- 
ated a  mercantile  business  at  Griffin.  With  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  between  the  states  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  became  captain  of  a  company  a'^d  sa\'/ 
active  service  during  the  struggle  between  "the  North 
anil  the  South.  TI.-  ]  aitiripntirl  in  manv  impori-ant  en- 
gagements, and  liii  "  :i  ■  Icath  on  "the  fifth  of  the 
"Seven   Day"   l.i^-  .r     ;;:.limond.     That   was   (he 

2tith  of  June.  l^'L.  1  I,  Minki^.l  the  beginning  if  a 
series  of  disasters  which  finally  drove  the  armies  of  Me- 
Clellan  and  Halleck  completely  out  of  northern  Virginia 
with  the  second  battle  of  Manassas. 

Willis  M.  Bishop  married  Eliza  Steagall,  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  Ive.v  F.  Steagall,  a  prominent  minister  of  the 
Methodist    Episcopal    Church,    South,    who    worked    and 
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preached  in  Georgia,  and  was  presiding  elder  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  Mrs.  Bishop,  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, continued  to  live  in  Georgia  a  number  of  years, 
and  in  1870  moved  to  Texas,  where  she  had  her  home 
until  her  death  in  1884  at  Henderson.  She  was  the 
mother  of  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  stiil  livirg. 

Willis  T.  Bishop  was  a  small  boy  when  his  mother 
moved  to  Texas,  and  his  education  was  largely 
obtained  in  the  latter  state.  The  public  schools  afforded 
him  the  fundamentals,  and  when  old  enough  to  enter 
college  he  matriculated  at  Tulane  University,  in  New 
Orleans.  After  studying  there  during  1888-9,  he  de- 
termined to  leave  his  books  and  get  into  business  for 
himself.  His  first  venture  was  as  a  druggist,  and  he  lo- 
cated in  San  Angelo  in  1890  in  that  capacity.  His  health 
began  to  fail  and  caused  him  to  sell  his  business  m 
1893,  but  later  he  resumed  his  relations  with  the  busi- 
ness community  as  a  general  merchant.  In  that  busi- 
ness he  has  continued  up  to  the  present  time  and  has 
been  very  successful. 

The  political  career  of  Mr.  Bishop  began  in  1906, 
when  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  city  council  of 
San  Aagelo.  He  served  as  such  during  1906-07,  nnd, 
when  elected  mayor  in  April,  1912,  he  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  that  office  with  considerable  practical  experi- 
ence in  municipal  government.  He  is  now  filling  the 
executive  chair  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  those  who 
placed  him  in  ofiice.  Mr.  Bishop  is  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  has  taken  much  interest  m  party 
affairs  and  gives  his  services  wherever  they  are  needed. 
He  affiliates  with  the  Masonic  Order,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 
His  church  is  the  Baptist,  and  for  about  ten  years  he 
has  been  a  deacon  in  that  society. 

On  October  29,  1884,  Mr.  Bishop  and  Miss  Jennie 
Birdwell  were  married.  Mrs  Bishop  is  a  daughter  of 
Colonel  Allen  and  Jane  Birdwell,  of  Mt.  Enterprise, 
Texas.  Colonel  Birdwell  was  a  large  landed  proprietor 
in  the  days  before  the  war,  and  a  prominent  citizen,  rep- 
resenting his  district  in  the  legislature  for  several  terms, 
and  a  man  whose  name  was  known  much  beyond  the 
limits  of  his  home  locality.  He  died  in  1893  at  the  good 
old  age  of  ninety-two.  His  wife  also  lived  to  old  age, 
passing  away  in  1903,  when  eighty-three  years  old.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bishop  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  one 
of  whom  is  deceased.  The  other  two  are  Miss  Addie 
Bishop  and  Metz  Bishop. 

Alpheus  D.  Stroud,  M.  D.  More  than  fifty  years 
of  devotion  to  his  profession  is  the  record  of  Alpheus 
D.  Stroud,  M.  D.,  a  veteran  physician  of  Henderson, 
Texas;  more  than  fifty  years  of  his  life  given  to  the 
calling  which  he  chose  as  his  life  work  in  young  man- 
hood; more  than  a  half  a  century  of  time  spent  in  the 
alleviation  of  the  ills  of  mankind.  Such  indeed  is  a 
faithful  service,  a  record  in  which  any  man  might  feel 
a  reasonable  degree  of  pride.  Today,  although  well 
advanced  in  years,  his  tall,  erect  and  well-built  figure 
is  still  to  be  seen  on  the  streets,  and  his  alert  and 
energetic  mind  continues  to  answer  every  call  made 
upon  it  along  the  lines  of  his  honored  vocation.  Doctor 
Stroud  was  born  in  Chambers  county,  Alabama,  March 
29,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Mark  and  Sarah  (Tranimell) 
Stroud. 

The  original  ancestor  of  this  family  in  America  was 
Mark  Stroud,  who  came  to  this  country  from  England, 
a  refugee  from  the  miiihui-.  nf  tlic  rinwii  wlm  wished  his 

punishment  as  a  ioU"- r  -  lM,ln^,■ll  tlir  i.^i.-idc     He 

settled  in  Georgia,  it    -   :-i  <       I.  :iii.l   liis  :hhviit   to  the 

American   shore   woul.l    -inily    ]„_•   soini    .-iftcr    1661; 

when  Cromwell's  conununuualth  came  to  an  end.  Eli 
Stroud,  the  grandfather  of  Dr.  Alpheus  D.  Stroud,  was 
a  Georgia  planter  and  slaveholder,  and  died  in  Eussell 
county,  Alabama,  in  1S67,  when  about  ninety  years  of 
age.  Among  his  several  children  was  Mark  Stroud,  who 
was  born  in  Walton  county,  Georgia,  in  January,  1812, 


came  to  Texas  in  1839  and  settled  in  what  was  then 
Robertson  county,  but  now  a  part  of  the  domain  of  Rusk 
county.  He  had  been  married  in  Chambers  county, 
Alabama,  to  Miss  Sarah  Trammell,  and  the  journey  to 
Texas  was  made  overland  by  wagon.  After  a  short 
sojourn  in  Robertson  county  they  moved  to  Nacogdoches 
proper  and  subsequently  came  into  the  present  bound- 
aries of  Eusk  county  and  settled,  ultimately,  northeast 
of  Henderson,  where  the  father  passed  his  remaining 
active  years  in  farming  and  died  in  Rusk  in  December, 
1888.  Prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war  between  the 
states  he  was  a  member  of  the  lower  house  of  the  state 
legislature,  and  always  aided  and  abetted  in  the  success 
of  the  democratic  party.  He  opposed  secession,  like 
Houston,  but  unlike  that  old  warrier  he  came  to  the 
support  of  the  Confederate  cause  with  what  means  he 
could  command,  and  with  his  sons,  one  of  whom  died 
in  an  army  hospital  in  Kentucky.  Mark  Stroud  was 
a  ilethodis't,  and  died  in  that  faith  in  1888,  the  same 
year  in  which  his  wife  passed  away.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  John  Trammell,  a  Georgia  man  who  died  in  Chambers 
county,  Alabama,  ilr.  Trammell  married  Mary  Dickin- 
son, and  Sarah  was  one  of  their  ten  children  and  the 
only  one  to  make  her  residence  in  Texas.  The  children 
born  to  Mark  and  Sarah  Stroud  were  as  follows:  Mary 
E.,  who  married  William  F.  Richards  and  died  in  Tinip- 
son,  Texas;  Ethan  Allen,  who  was  the  soldier  who  died 
in  Kentucky;  Alpheus  D.,  of  this  review;  America,  who 
married  W.  M.  Masson,  of  Henderson ;  and  Sarah,  who 
is  the  widow  of  F.  H.  Oberthier,  of  Henderson. 

Alpheus  D.  Stroud  has  been  a  resident  of  Rusk  county 
since  1845.  For  his  higher  education  he  attended  school 
at  Lafayette,  Alabama,  and.  choosing  medicine  as  his 
life  work,  studied  in  the  New  Orleans  School  of  Medi- 
cine, an  institution  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
March,  1861.  Before  he  could  take  up  the  practice  he 
enlisted  to  the  call  of  arms,  and  was  commissioned  assist- 
ant surgeon  of  the  Tenth  Texas,  in  the  Confederate 
service,  and  was  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  through 
all  its  various  struggles  and  achievements  in  the  thick 
of  the  war.  He  was  under  fire  frequently  while  on  duty 
and  ministered  to  the  wounded  on  a  score  of  bloody 
fields,  his  engagements  including  Richmond  (Kentucky), 
Chickamauga,  Murfreesboro,  Missionary  Ridge  and  Look- 
out Mountain,  Resaca,  Dalton,  Ringgold  Gap,  New  Hope 
Church,  Kennesaw  Mountain,  where  he  witnessed  from 
the  heights  the  fascinating  panorama  of  the  whole  Fed- 
eral army  forming  and  marching  below  and  the  firing  of 
cannon  and  maneuvering  of  troops  as  the  forces  of  the 
north  closed  in  on  the  retreating  soldiers  of  Joseph  E. 
Johnston  toward  Atlanta.  He  attended  the  wounded 
at  Peach  Tree  Creek  and  at  Jonesboro,  and  when  Atlanta 
fell  his  immediate  command  became,  by  transfer,  the 
Fifteenth  Confederate  Cavalry  that  reinforced  Mobile 
and  turned  its  front  toward  Fort  Claiborne  on  the  Ala- 
bama river  subsequently,  and  was  soon  surrendered  to 
the  Union  forces  operating  in  that  section.  Doctor 
Stroud  was  paroled  at  Montgomery,  Alabama,  and  given 
transportation  to  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  from  which 
point  he  continued  on  foot  to  his  Texas  home.  His  war 
record  is  an  excellent  one  and  his  memory  is  enshrined 
in  the  hearts  of  many  of  his  old  comrades  whose  distress 
and  pain  he  was  able  to  assuage  on  the  field  of  strife. 

During  the  four  years  that  he  was  in  the  army.  Doctor 
Stroud  gained  a  wide  experience  in  his  profession,  and 
he  at  once  took  up  practice  on  the  old  home  farm  near 
Henderson.  A  year  later  he  moved  to  the  county  seat 
and  here  he  has  lived  continuously  since  January  1, 
1867.  He  is  the  oldest  physician  "in  the  county  and 
few  in  Texas  of  his  age  are  actively  dispensing  relief 
to  the  sick  and  afflicted.  He  attended  the  initial  pro- 
ceedings toward  the  forming  of  a  local  medical  society 
and  is  an  ex-president  of  the  Rusk  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, holding  membership  also  in  the  Texas  State  and 
American  Medical  Associations.  Doctor  Stroud  is  a 
Democrat    without    a    record     in    active    politics.     His 
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Masonic  connections  are  with  the  Blue  Lodge  and 
Chapter  and  no  man  has  enjoyed  in  greater  degree  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  members.  A  consistent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  he  is  now  serving 
as  elder,  and  has  frequently  officiated  as  a  delegate  to 
synods  and  presbyteries  and  several  of  the  general 
assemblies  of  the  church. 

Doctor  Stroud  was  married  (first)  in  Eusk  county, 
Texas,  in  June,  18(35,  to  Miss  Fannie  G.  Eogers,  a 
daughter  of  John  Eogers,  who  came  to  Texas  from 
Georgia.  Mrs.  Stroud  died  in  1884,  the  mother  of  these 
children :  Minnie,  who  is  the  wife  of  E.  C.  Hearne,  of 
Texarkana,  with  these  children — Ollie,  Frank,  William, 
A.  D.  and  Worth;  Miss  Martha,  a  resident  of  Hender- 
son ;  Mark,  of  Monroe,  Louisiana,  who  married '  Pearl 
Sharp,  and  has  four  children — Lucile,  Eva,  Martha  and 
Frances;  John  P.,  of  Palestine,  Texas;  Albert  Sidney, 
of  Monroe,  Louisiana,  who  married  Neta  White  and  has 
a  son.  Carl  W. ;  and  Fannie,  who  married  Eugene  Croon, 
of  Mooringsport,  Louisiana.  Doctor  Stroud's  second 
marriage  occurred  in  June,  1894,  when  he  was  united 
with  Miss  Pattie  Foreman,  daughter  of  Stephen  Fore- 
man, a  Mississippian,  and  one  son  has  been  born  to 
them — Alpheus  F. 

Charlks  Chauncey  Gidney,  M.  D.  In  the  active  prac- 
tice of  medicine  in  Texas,  since  1892,  Dr.  Gidney,  by  his 
thorough  training  and  successful  experience,  may  easily 
be  ranked  as  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  his  profession  at  the 
present  time.  It  is  of  special  interest  to  note  that  the 
partnership  of  Drs.  Anderson  &  Gidney,  which  was 
formed  at  Granger,  Texas,  in  January,  1895,  and  still 
exists  after  nineteen  years,  is  probably  the  oldest  medi- 
cal partnership  existing  in  the  state.  Dr.  Gidney  and 
partner  are  now  practicing  at  Plainview,  in  Hale  county, 
and  are  the  recognized  leaders  of  their  profession  in  that 
locality. 

Charles  Chauncey  Gidney  was  born  May  17,  1867,  at 
Shelby,  North  Carolina,  a  son  of  Capt.  John  W.  and 
Mary  E.  (McFarland)  Gidney.  His  father  won  his  title 
and  "rank  through  service  in  the  war  between  the  states. 
Dr.  Gidney  has  an  unusually  liberal  and  thorough  edu- 
cational equipment.  After  spending  two  years  at  the 
University  of  North  Carolina,  in  1884-85,  he  was  ap- 
pointed and  was  for  one  year  a  student  in  the  United 
States  Military  Academy  of  W^est  Point  during  1886. 
He  later  graduated  from  the  Eastman  Business  College 
of  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  soon  afterwards  di- 
rected all  his  efforts  to  fulfill  his  ambition  for  the 
medical  profession.  For  some  time  he  taught  school  in 
North  Carolina,  and  in  New  York  City  worked  as  a  hotel 
clerk.  With  the  means  acquired  through  these  occupa- 
tions, he  entered  Louisville  Medical  College,  in  Ken- 
tucky, where  he  was  graduated  M.  D.  in  1892.  On  four 
different  occasions,  since  beginning  his  career  as  a 
physician  in  Texas,  Dr.  Gidney  has  interrupted  his  prac- 
tice for  varying  lengths  of  time  in  order  to  take  post 
graduate  courses.  He  spent  one  term  in  St.  Louis  in 
1895,  and  has  done  post-graduate  work  in  Chicago  in 
1897,  in  1900,  and  in  1902.  Dr.  Gidney  began  the  gen- 
eral practice  of  medicine  at  Granger,  Texas,  in  1892, 
and  lived  there  until  1910.  Since  the  latter  date  he 
and  Dr.  Anderson  have  been  in  practice  at  Plainview. 

With  excellent  professional  success  he  has  also  inter- 
ested himself  in  business  and  financial  affairs.  While  in 
Granger  he  owned  several  brick  business  houses,  stock 
in  the  First  National  Bank,  and  still  owns  farm  lands  in 
Williamson,  Nueces,  Jim  Wells,  and  Hale  counties,  be- 
sides residence  and  business  property  at  Plainview. 

In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Democrat.  Fraternally, 
his  associations  are  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  of 
which  order  he  is  district  deputy  grand  chancellor,  and 
also  has  membership  in  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  The  doc- 
tor has  the  different  professional  associations  with  the 
medical   societies.      He  has   served   as  president  of   the 
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board  of  stewards  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  at  Granger  and  at  Plainview  for  ten  years. 

On  November  6,  1894,  at  Granger,  occurred  his  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Maggie  K.  Keliehor,  a  daughter  of  Col. 
and  Mrs.  William  Keliehor,  of  Williamson  county.  They 
have  the  following  children:  Anna  Marie,  Daisie  Eliza- 
beth, C.  Chauncey,  John  William,  and  James  A.,  the  last 
named  being  ni 


Elmer  E.  Winn.  In  Plainview,  Mr.  Winn  since  1908 
has  made  a  very  successful  record  as  a  real  estate  man 
and  practical  colonizer.  He  does  a  large  business,  has 
located  many  contented  families  in  the  south  of  the  Pan- 
handle country,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  com- 
munity. 

Elmer  E.  Winn  was  born  in  Hancock  county,  Indiana, 
May  18,  1863.  His  father,  Ira  Winn,  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, from  Indiana  moved  to  Wayne  county,  Iowa,  in 
1865,  where  he  was  long  engaged  in  farming.  He  had  no 
taste  for  political  affairs,  though  he  was  a  lifelong 
Democrat.  He  belonged  to  the  Methodist  church.  His 
death  occurred  in  1907  in  Kansas,  to  which  state  he  had 
removed  in  1905.  He  married  Maria  A.  Mack,  who  was 
born  in  Indiana,  where  she  was  married.  There  were 
six  children.  The  mother  died  at  Plainview,  Texas,  while 
on  a  visit  to  her  son  Elmer,  on  January  13',  1913,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two.  She  is  buried  beside  her  husband  at 
Burlington,  Kansas. 

Elmer  E.  Winn,  who  was  the  third  of  the  children, 
n-as  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Wayne  county, 
Iowa,  and  his  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm.  He  began 
his  own  career  as  a  farmer,  purchasing  some  land  in 
Adair  county,  Iowa,  where  he  was  a  prosperous  farmer 
for  twenty  years.  In  1908  he  came  to  Texas,  locating 
at  Plainview,  where  he  established  himself  in  business 
in  buying  and  selling  lands  and  in  loaning  money.  From 
his  previous  acquaintance  with  the  people  of  Iowa  he 
has  become  instrumental  in  bringing  a  large  number  of 
families  from  that  state  and  from  other  states,  and  has 
located  them  comfortably  and  prosperously  in  the  Pan- 
handle of  Texas. 

Mr.  Winn  is  a  Democrat,  belongs  to  the  Plainview 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist church.  He  was  married  in  Wayne  county,  Iowa, 
in  January,  1887,  to  Miss  Alice  Brown,  who  was  born  in 
Illinois,  a  daughter  of  Washington  P.  Brown.  The 
seven  children  born  of  their  marriage  are  Mabel,  Alda, 
Fern,  Virgil,  Elger,   Merlin,  and  Margaret. 

Willis  H.  Flamm,  M.  D.  Each  profession  or  voca- 
tion has  its  prominent  men,  some  made  such  by  long 
membership,  others  by  their  proficiency  in  their  calling. 
Dr.  Willis  H.  Flamm,  president  of  the  Hale  County 
Medical  Society,  and  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of 
Plainview,  Texas,  is  made  conspicuous  among  the  medi- 
cal men  of  this  section,  not  because  of  the  length  of 
time  he  has  devoted  to  his  profession — for  he  is  as  yet 
a  young  man — but  because  of  the  eminent  success  he  has 
already  attained  therein.  Dr.  Flamm  was  born  in  Jef- 
ferson county,  Nebraska,  July  13,  1882,  and  is  a  son  of 
Philip  and  Anna  (Mosley)  Flamm. 

The  Flamm  family  originated  in  Germany  and  was 
founded  in  this  country  by  Nicholas  Flamm,  the  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  Dr.  Flamm,  who  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  later  moved  to  Illinois.  In  the  latter  state 
was  born  Philip  Flamm,  who  moved  to  Ndir.Tska  .ibout 
the  year  1878,  and  was  there  imil:iiu'i''1  m  im  iiniltural 
pursuits  until  his  retirement  frcmi  :i.  lur  i  i  -  m  11109, 
In  that  year  he  came  to  Texas,  :iim1    -    i  <"j:  quietly 

at  Plainview.     He  was  well  and  t'aviji:i;  1  n  n  niiioiig 

the   farmers   and   stock   raisers   of   Nil!'  ,.-  nui_'   a 

fine  tract  of  land  in  Jefferson  count)  li  i -liii.al 
faith  is  that  of  the  Eepublican  party.  :>,,■',  n  i.  1i-i..hs 
belief  he  is  a  Presbyterian.  His  wile,  Anna  Mosley, 
was  born  in  England  and  came  with  her  parents  to  the 
United  States  when  still  a  child.     She  still  survives  and 
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is  the  mother  of  three  children,  of  whom  Willis  H.  is 
the  youngest. 

Willis  H.  Flamm  secured  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  supplemented 
this  by  attendance  at  the  University  of  Nebraska,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
In  order  to  pay  for  his  tuition,  he  worked  throughout 
his  college  period,  turning  his  band  to  whatever  hon- 
orable employment  appeared.  He  subsequently  decided 
upon  a  professional  career,  and  again  went  to  work  to 
earn  the  means  to  take  him  through  St.  Louis  Medical 
College  and  Creighton  Medical  College,  Omaha,  gradu- 
ating from  the  latter  in  1908  with  his  diploma  and  de- 
gree. After  serving  for  some  time  as  interne  in  St. 
Joseph's  Hospital,  Omaha,  Dr.  Flamm  began  practice  in 
that  city,  where  for  eighteen  months  he  served  in  the 
capacity  of  police  surgeon.  In  1910  he  came  to  Plain- 
view,  Texas,  and  here  he  has  continued  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  large  and  representative  practice  to  the  present 
time.  Possessed  of  a  kindly,  genial  nature,  great  ability, 
and  a  natural  taste  for  the  various  branches  of  medical 
work,  it  may  be  said  of  Dr.  Flamm  that  he  is  one  of 
those  men  who  have  chosen  well.  In  addition  to  his  large 
private  practice,  he  is  examining  physician  for  a  number 
of  the  old  line  life  insurance  companies,  and  is  the 
owner  of  a  quarter  section  farm  located  not  far  from 
Plainview,  although  he  lives  in  the  city,  where  he  is  the 
owner  of  his  own  home.  He  belongs  to  the  Hale  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Texas  State  Medical  Society,  and 
the  American  Medical  Association,  and  is  president  of 
the  first-named. 

On  August  2,  1904,  Dr.  Flamm  was  married  at  Fair- 
bury,  Nebraska,  to  Miss  Mattie  B.  Blagrade,  who  was 
born  in  that  state,  daughter  of  T.  E.  Blagrade.  To  this 
union  there  has  come  one  son,  Harold,  who  was  born  at 
Fairbury,  Nebraska,  June  19,  1906.  Dr.  Flamm  is  a 
Eepubliean,  but  has  taken  little  more  than  a  good  citi- 
zen's interest  in  affairs  of  a  public  nature.  His  fra- 
ternal connections  include  membership  in  the  local  lodges 
of  the  Elks,  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World,  and  he  is  also  connected  with  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  He  has  done  much  to  advance  the  interests 
of  his  community  in  numerous  ways,  and  few  men  are 
more  highly  esteemed  in  professional  or  social  circles. 

Luther  Finley  Cobb.  A  resident  of  any  one  of  the 
middle  states  who  has  a  considerable  attendance  with 
its  people  extending  over  a  period  of  years  has  frequent 
occasion  to  use  the  phrase  in  referring  to  former  neigh- 
bors— "Gone  to  Texas."  In  a  central  section  of  Mis- 
souri, about  the  town  of  Odessa,  "Gone  to  Texas''  is 
often  spoken  of  a  one-time  popular  and  successful  busi- 
ness man  of  that  locality,  now  equally,  if  not  more,  popu- 
lar and  successful  business  man  of  Hale  county  in  the 
Panhandle,  where  he  is  proprietor  of  several  grain  ele- 
vators and  is  so  well  satisfied  with  this  new  country  that 
he  states  with  conviction,  when  asked,  that  nothing  could 
induce  him  to  return  permanently  to  his  native  common- 
wealth. 

Luther  Finley  Cobb  was  born  in  La  Fayette  county, 
Missouri,  May  9,  1857,  a  son  of  Alfred  L.  and  Louise 
(Hoskins)  Cobb.  North  Carolina  was  the  native  state 
of  his  father,  whence  he  came  to  Tennessee  when  a  young 
man  and  later  to  Missouri,  in  which  state  he  arrived  in 
time  to  take  up  a  homestead  direct  from  the  govern- 
ment in  La  Fayette  county  in  1836.  That  continued  to 
be  his  home  until  his  death  in  1873  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
seven.  The  mother  was  born  in  Tennessee,  was  edu- 
cated and  married  there,  and  after  marriage  she  and 
her  husband  fitted  out  a  wagon  drawn  by  ox-teams,  trav- 
eled across  the  country,  crossing  the  Mississippi  at  St. 
Louis  in  a  ferryboat,  that  being  many  years  before  the 
first  bridge  was  constructed,  and  thence  continued  on  to 
the  central  portion  of  the  state.  An  incident  of  that 
journey  still  preserved  among  the  family  traditions  is 
that   the   father  and  mother  stopped  at   St.  Louis  and 


bought  supplies  for  the  rest  of  the  journey,  and  one  of 
the  articles  purchased  was  matches,  then  a  rare  com- 
modity, and  for  which  they  paid  five  cents  apiece.  The 
mother  died  at  the  Missouri  home  in  1891  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight. 

Luther  F.  Cobb,  the  third  of  seven  children,  when  a 
boy  attended  the  Missouri  schools,  but  at  a  very  early 
age,  when  no  more  than  twelve,  began  working  in  the 
fields  of  a  Missouri  farm,  receiving  wages  of  fifteen 
dollars  per  month.  He  continued  in  that  way  up  to  his 
twenty-fifth  year,  when  he  moved  to  Odessa,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  grain  business  and  as  a  dealer  in  mules. 
He  has  had  from  early  years  rare  judgment  in  this 
line  of  business,  and  developed  a  "large  trade  with 
Odessa  as  his  headquarters. 

Selling  out  his  interests  in  Missouri  in  1906,  Mr.  Cobb 
came  to  Texas  and  established  an  elevator  at  Hatty. 
This  elevator  he  subsequently  sold,  and  when  the  rail- 
road was  built  into  Tulia  he  was  in  advance  of  enter- 
prise by  establishing  an  elevator  there  in  association  with 
his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Elliott.  Since  then  the  firm  has 
been  known  as  Cobb  &  Elliott,  and  they  are  among  the 
lai-gest  grain  dealers  in  the  Panhandle  country.  With 
the  development  of  the  business  they  built  another  ele- 
vator in  Plainview,  in  Hale  county,  and  still  another  at 
Lockney.  The  elevator  at  Plainview  has  a  capacity  of 
twelve  thousand  bushels,  and  that  of  Lockney  has  eight 
thousand  bushels  capacity,  and  the  one  at  Tulia  five 
thousand.  In  connection  with  the '  Plainview  business, 
the  firm  has  extensive  coal  yards  and  engages  in  milling. 

Mr.  Cobb  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  bodies  in  the 
York  Rite  through  all  the  degrees,  and  belongs  to  the 
Shrine.  He  also  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America,  and  in  politics  is  a  Democrat.  His  church  is 
the  Presbyterian. 

In  his  home  county  of  La  Fayette,  Missouri,  he  was 
married  November  21,  1883,  to  Miss  Lulu  Hughes,  who 
died  at  Odessa  in  1895.  Her  father  was  Colby  Hughes, 
of  La  Fayette  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cobb  have  two 
children — Mrs.  Elsie  Elliott,  born  at  Odessa  in  1885, 
married  John  F.  Elliott,  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Cobb  &  Elliott,  already  mentioned.  Their  home  is  at 
Plainview.  The  one  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott  is 
Carl  Finley  Elliott,  born  at  Plainview,  Texas,  in  1910. 
The  second  child  of  Mr.  Cobb  is  Mrs.  Opal  Hocker,  who 
was  born  at  Odessa  in  1888,  is  now  a  resident  of  Kansas 
Citv,  and  has  one  daughter,  Elizabeth  B.  Hocker,  born 
at  Kansas  City  in  1909.  Mr.  Cobb  resides  in  the  home 
of  his  son-in-law  and  daughter  at  Plainview. 

Hox.  Fayette  Batliff.  The  attraction  and  force  to 
be  found  in  biographical  reviews  of  those  men  who, 
through  individual  ability,  have  attained  merited  dis- 
tinction in  American  law,  commend  them  to  every  sound 
thinker.  It  is  but  natural  to  feel  an  interest  in  tracing 
the  footsteps  of  those  who  have  reached  elevated  posi- 
tions in  public  confidence,  and  have  wielded  their  influ- 
ence for  public  good ;  who  have  undeviatingly  followed 
the  dictates  of  truth  and  integrity.  Such  records  are 
calculated  to  raise  the  ministrations  of  law  in  public 
estimation,  and  are  guides  for  the  junior  members  of 
the  profession  in  their  pursuit  of  reputation,  distinction 
and  position.  Among  the  distinguished  members  of  the 
Carson  county  bench  is  found  the  Hon.  Fayette  Ratliff, 
judge  of  the  county  court,  the  soundness  and  equity  of 
whose  decisions  have  been  rarely  questioned,  a  man  of 
high  scholarship,  with  a  well-poised  mind,  ever  ready 
with  his  legal  knowledge.  He  has  occupied  his  present 
position  since  1910,  and  has  demonstrated  his  fitness  to 
maintain  the  best  traditions  of  the  Carson  county  bench. 

Fayette  Ratliff  was  born  March  20,  1874,  in' Murray 
county,  Tennessee,  and  is  a  son  of  Noah  W.  and  Martha 
(Vernon)  Ratliff,  also  natives  of  the  Big  Bend  state. 
His  father,  a  well-known  southern  planter,  came  to  Texas 
in  1881,  locating  near  Lewisville,  Denton  county,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  ranching  and  farming  for  some  years. 
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He  is  DOW  living  a  somewhat  retired  life  in  Johnston 
county,  Oklahoma,  being  fifty-eight  years  of  age.  His 
wife,  who  also  survives,  has  likewise  reached  her  fifty- 
eighth  year,  having  the  same  natal  day  as  her  husband. 
The  second  in  order  of  birth  of  his  parents'  nine 
children,  Fayette  Katliff  received  his  early  education  in 
the  schools  of  Parker  county,  Texas,  and  w'as  graduated 
from  the  high  school  at  Springtown  in  1897.  During 
this  time  he  had  spent  his  spare  time  in  working  at 
various  employments,  and,  when  he  could  find  the  oppor- 
tunity, in  reading  law.  In  1897  he  entered  the  office 
of  Henry  M.  Farman,  an  attorney  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
and  after  several  years  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
formed  a  partneiship  with  his  brother,  J.  S.  Ratliff,  at 
Tishomingo,  where  he  remained  until  19U7.  In  that 
year  Mr.  Eatliff  came  to  Panhandle,  where  he  opened 
offices,  and  this  city  has  since  been  the  scene  of  his 
professional  endeavors.  He  at  once  took  rank  among 
the  best  citizens  of  the  progressive  community,  his  pro- 
fessional and  personal  excellencies  having  made  him  a 
leader  of  sagacity  and  worth.  As  a  lawyer  none  had 
a  higher  ideal  than  his  of  what  was  due  the  clients 
whose  cause  he  undertook  and  his  well-balanced  and  dis- 
cerning mind  made  him  almost  infallible  in  the  solution 
of  numerous  legal  complexities.  These  qualities  made 
him  the  logical  choice  of  the  Democratii-  jiarty  in  1910 
for  the  office  of  county  judge,  to  which  he  was  elected, 
and  the  people  of  Carson  county  voiced  their  apprecia- 
tion of  his  conscientious  services  during  his  first  term 
when  he  was  re-elected  in  November,  1912.  Judge  Rat- 
liff is  a  valued  memlier  of  the  Texas  Bar  Association. 
His  fraternal  connection  is  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  at  this  time  he  is  serving  as  secre- 
tary of  his  lodge. 

On  December  25.  1898,  Judge  Eatliff  was  united  in 
marriage  with  iliss  Myrtle  McCoy,  at  Springtovpn, 
Texas.  She  is  a  native  of  the  Lone  Star  state  and  a 
daughter  of  the  Eev.  J.  M.  McCoy,  a  pioneer  Methodist 
Episcopal  minister  now  located "  at  Deertown,  Texas. 
Her  mother  i?  now  di.  ra^cil.  Six  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  ami    Mis.    h'.iiliri'.  namely:     Adele,  born  at 

Eu?sett,    Oklal a,     AiuuM     l.".     1900,    now    attending 

school  at  Panliaii.lli' ;  |)(,u;;la*s,  born  September  10, 
1903,  at  Manersville,  Oklahoma,  also  a  public  school 
student  here;  Elois,  born  at  Tishomingo,  Oklahoma,  July 
5,  1906;  Grady,  born  at  Panhandle,  Texas,  February  1, 
1909;  and  twins,  Elwin  and  Ysleta,  born  August  10, 
1911,  at  Panhandle.  With  his  family.  Judge  Eatliff 
attends  the  Baptist  church.  He  continues  to  be  an 
earnest  and  assiduous  student,  is  fond  of  literature  of 
the  better  class  and  delights  in  imparting  his  knowledge 
to  the  young.  A  man 's  man,  strong  in  his  convictions 
yet  appreciating  the  rights  and  opinions  of  others,  he 
has  won  a  secure  place  for  himself  in  the  esteem  of  men 
of  all  classes  and  political  creeds. 

W.  C.  M.\THES.  A  prominent  attorney  and  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  First  National  Bank  of'  Plainview.  Mr. 
Mathes  is  one  of  the  nl.ii-st  incinliers  of  the  bar  in  Hale 
county,  having  praitind  luar  runtinuously  for  the  past 
seventeen  years.  He  \\:is  nnc  ul  the  men  who  during 
the  '90s  had  sutKciciiT  faitli  in  the  future  develop- 
ment of  this  section  of  the  West  to  remain  through-  the 
season  of  trial  and  discouragement,  and  the  rewards 
have  come  to  him  as  they  have  to  practically  all  others 
who  had  the  courage  of  persistency  as  early  settlers. 

William  C.  Mathes  was  born  in  Limestone  county, 
Texas,  June  1,  1869.  His  parents  were  W.  M.  and  M.  C. 
(McCarver)  Mathes,  the  former  a  native  of  Tennessee 
and  the  latter  of  Texas.  The  father  came  to  this  state 
during  the  early  '50s,  fir.st  locating  in  Parker  county, 
where  he  was  a  merchant  for  a  number  of  years  before 
the  war.  and  subsequently  moved  to  Limestone  county 
and  later  to  Coryell  county.  Finally  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Oklahoma,  where  he  now" resides  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty  years.     During  the  Civil  war  he 


was  one  of  the  Texas  volunteers  to  the  Confederacy  and 
much  of  his  service  was  in  the  warfare  against  the  In- 
dians, and  also  partly  in  some  of  the  regular  campaigns 
of  the  war.  He  went  through  without  wound,  and  re- 
turned as  a  veteran  to  take  up  the  pursuits  of  civU  life. 
The  mother,  who  was  reared  and  educated  in  Texas,  died 
in  Coryell  county  in  1882  at  the  age  of  thirty-five.  Of 
their  four  children,  William  C.  was  the  second. 

He  grew  up  for  the  most  part  in  Coryell  county,  where 
he  attended  school.  He  gained  his  admission  to  the  bar 
by  hard  study  in  the  offices  of  practicing  lawyers,  the 
principal  firm  under  which  he  studied  being  Wordemaa 
\-  White,  at  Gatesville.  From  there  he  moved  to  Stephens 
county,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1892,  but 
after  a  short  time  went  to  Plainview  in  1896.  Due  to 
his  ability  and  his  long  residence  in  this  county,  he  has 
from  the  first  enjoyed  a  select  share  of  the  litigation  in 
the  courts  of  this  vicinity. 

Mr.  Mathes  has  been  honored  with  election  to  the 
office  of  county  judge  of  Hale  county  four  terms.  He  is 
a  director  and  vice  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  and  is  otherwise  identified  with  business  affairs. 
Politically,  he  supports  the  independent  ticket  as  a  rule, 
and  was  himself  elected  county  judge  on  such  g,  ticket. 
His  church  is  the  Methodist. 

In  Stephens  county,  June  13,  1894,  Judge  Mathes 
married  Miss  Mai  Burke,  daughter  of  Dr.  Burke,  of 
Stephens  county,  now  deceased.  Mr.  Mathes  and  wife 
are  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely:  Burke,  born 
in  Stephens  county  in  1896  and  now  in  the  Plainview 
high  school;  John,  born  at  Plainview  in  1899  and  also 
a  high  school  student;  W.  C,  Jr.,  born  at  Plainview  in 
1901,  and  in  high  school;  Curtise,  born  at  Plainview  in 
1904.  and  in  grammar  school,  and  Maurine,  born  at 
Plainview  in  1906. 

JoHX  C.  Hooper.  In  November,  1912,  the  citizens  of 
Hale  county  selected  from  among  their  well-known  and 
popular  farmers  and  ranchmen  John  C.  Hooper  to  fill 
the  office  of  sheriff  for  the  succeeding  term.  An  effi- 
cient officer  who  has  a  full  sense  of  his  duty  to  the  pub- 
lic, in  this  important  position  Mr.  Hooper,  by  his  busi- 
ness career  and  his  long  residence  in  west  Texas,  has 
well  deserved  all  honors  that  can  be  paid  to  him  by  his 
fellow  citizens. 

A  native  of  Cooke  county,  Texas,  John  C.  Hooper  was 
born  August  2,  1867,  the  third  in  a  family  of  eight  sons 
and  one  daughter.     Janu-s  1T.i(i|ici.  the  father,  was  born 

in   North  Carolina,  was  .-il t   rii;lit,',.ii   years  old  when 

he  came  to  Texas,  and  finally  lnratr.l  in  Cooke  county, 
where  he  was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  In  1892  he 
moved  out  to  Hale  county,  which  was  his  home  and 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising  until  his 
death  in  March,  1909,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years. 
He  was  one  of  the  last  survivors  among  the  Mexican  war 
veterans  in  the  state,  and  about  fifteen  years  after  he 
had  returned  from  the  victorious  passage  at  arms  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Mexico,  he  entered  the 
Confederate  army  and  went  through  the  Civil  war.  He 
married  a  Texas  woman  and  she  died  in  Hale  county  in 
1900  at  the  age  of  fifty-two. 

Mr.  John  C.  Hooper  during  his  early  youth  attended 
the  schools  of  Cooke  county  and  then  began  work  on  his 
father's  farm.  During  his  twenty-second  year  he  took 
up  farming  and  stock  raising  on  his  own  account,  which 
he  followed  in  his  native  county  until  1898.  He  then 
moved  to  Hale  county,  and  in  the  past  year  was  placed 
on  the  Democratic  ticket  as  candiaate  for  sheriff,  to 
which  position  he  was  elected  by  a  good  majority. 

Mr.  Hooper  was  married  January  23,  1890,  to  Miss 
Addie  L.  Pierce,  of  Cooke  county.  The  five  children  of 
the  marriage  are :  Clara  B.,  born  in  Cooke  county,  Janu- 
ary 26,  1894,  and  a  graduate  of  the  Plainview  high 
school ;  Alva  H.,  born  in  Cooke  county.  April  17,  1896, 
and  attending  high  school;  James  Kelly,  born  in  Cooke 
county,  January  4,  1898,  and  a  pupil  of  the  Plainview 
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schools;    Eobert   and    Ruth,    twins,    born    at    Plainview, 
April  14,  1904,  and  both  now  in  school. 

When  Sheriff  Hooper  first  came  out  to  Hale  county 
there  was  very  little  in  the  way  of  substantial  develop- 
ment in  this  "part  of  the  state.  He  has  seen  both  the 
town  and  country  prosper  and  grow,  and  it  is  his  con- 
viction that  this  development  will  continue  until  west 
Texas  becomes  the  most  prosperous  farming  and  stock 
raising  country  in  the  world.  He  owns  his  own  home  in 
Plainview  and  other  city  property,  and  is  a  prosperous, 
well-known  citizen,  with  many  influential  friends  in 
different  parts  of  the  state. 

Egbert  Lee  Joiner.  One  of  the  leading  enterprises 
of  its  kind  in  Northwestern  Texas  is  that  of  the  Joiner 
Printing  Company,  of  Amarillo,  whose  founder  and 
present  proprietor,  Robert  Lee  Joiner,  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  city  since  1907,  and  of  the  state  of  Texas 
all  his  life.  For  some  years  ilr.  Joiner  was  well  known 
to  the  journalistic  world  of  the  Southwest  as  the  pub- 
lisher of  a  weekly  newspaper,  but  has  of  late  years  de- 
voted himself  entirely  to  his  present  business.  He  was 
born  September  26,  1876,  on  Galveston  Bay,  Harris 
county,  .Texas,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  Hansel  and  Mary 
(Hotchkiss)  Joiner. 

Eobert  H.  Joiner  was  born  in  North  Carolina  and 
came  to  Texas  during  the  latter  '50s,  settling  in  Harris 
county,  where  the  greater  part  of  his  remaining  years 
were  spent  in  mercantile  pursuits.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  army  and 
had  a  brave  and  faithful  military  record.  Mr.  Joiner 
married  Miss  Mary  Hotchkiss,  a  member  of  an  English 
family  that  emigrated  to  New  York  and  thence  to  Texas, 
born  in  Nacogdoches  county,  Texas,  daughter  of  Charles 
Hotchkiss,  a  pioneer  of  Texas  and  brother  of  Archibald 
Hotchkiss,  who  was  provisional  governor  of  Texas  prior 
to  the  establishing  of  Texas  independence.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joiner — Jessie,  who  died 
in  1890,  and  Eobert  Lee. 

Eobert  Lee  Joiner  attended  the  public  schools  until 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  the  trade  of  printer  and  for  some  time 
served  in  the  offices  of  newspapers  in  Waco  and  other 
cities  of  Texas,  until  1897,  when  he  entered  the  news- 
paper business  on  his  own  account  as  the  editor  and 
puijlisher  of  the  Caldwell  Kews-Chrotiicle.  a  weeklv  pub- 
lication, with  which  he  continued  eleven  years,  but  in 
1907  came  to  Amarillo  and  organized  the  Joiner  Print- 
ing Company,  of  which  he  has  been  the  directing  head 
to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Joiner  is  a  printer  who  has 
ample  facilities  to  undertnko  nvnry  work.  Inroo  or  smnll; 
a  printer  who  has  had  tlio  rxjii^'i.-ii.-,.  and  whri  ii'ronnizps 
his  patrons'  own  needs  ns  tlmi  nn^Mv  :is  tln'v  tlu'in-^i'lves 
do.  He  is  prepared  to  dcsiun  tin'  mpy,  lav  it  diir,  piiiit. 
bind  and  deliver  it,  all  under  one  roof  and  one  manage- 
ment, and  is  doing  this  for  many  large  and  most  exact- 
ing advertisers.  In  politics  Mr.  Joiner  is  a  Democrat, 
but  he  has  not  taken  an  active  part  in  political  matters 
since  coming  to  Amarillo,  although  during  his  newspaper 
days  he  was  active  in  the  support  of  his  party. 

Mr.  Joiner  was  married  at  Caldwell.  Texas,  in  1902, 
to  Miss  Alma  Lampkin,  a  native  of  Burleson  county, 
Texas,  whence  her  parents  had  come  from  Virginia  at 
an  early  dav.  and  to  this  union  there  has  come  one 
daughter — Alma  Lee,  born  January  27,  190.5.  The  pleas- 
ant faTi'ily  home  is  situated  at  No.  806  Fillmore  street, 
while  the  offices  and  shop  of  the  Joiner  Printing  Com- 
pany are  located  at  No.  317  Polk  street,  Amarillo. 

Allen  N.  Weems.  Few  examples  could  be  found  that 
better  illustrate  the  fact  that  jierseverance,  industry  and 
determination,  wisely  directed,  will  eventuate  in  success, 
than  the  career  of  Allen  N.  Weems,  proprietor  of  the 
Electric  Gin,  at  Cameron.  When  he  arrived  in  Cameron, 
some  twenty  years  ago,  he  was  a  man  of  family,  and 
was  possessed  of  a  cash  capital   of  less  than  a  dollar. 


but  was  not  discouraged  by  his  prospects,  disheartening 
as  they  might  have  seemed  to  a  man  of  less  courage  and 
strength  of  character.  Content  to  start  upon  the  lowest 
rung  of  the  ladder,  he  steadily  worked  his  way  upward, 
and  today  occupies  the  proud  position  of  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  influential  business  men  of  a  community  which 
is  in  no  way  lacking  in  strong,  forceful  men.  His  life 
should  prove  an  encouragement  to  those  who  feel  them- 
selves handicapped  by  the  lack  of  financial  resources. 

Mr.  Weems  was  born  in  Cherokee  county,  Alabama, 
April  4,  1868,  and  is  a  son  of  Allen  and  Martha 
(Powers)  Weems.  His  father,  born  July  3,  1827,  in 
Polk  county,  Georgia,  was  a  farmer  by  vocation,  went 
to  Alabama  in  young  manhood,  and  in  February,  1895, 
came  to  Texas,  where  he  died  in  August  of  the  same  year. 
Mrs.  Weems  was  born  in  Union  District,  South  Carolina, 
December  23,  1827,  and  survived  her  husband  six  years, 
dying  in  Texas  in  1901.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  five  are  living:  Joel  C,  Jake  H., 
Starlin,  Acie  A.  and  Allen  N.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
boyhood  of  Allen  N.  Weems  which  would  tend  to  give 
him  an  advantage  over  the  other  youths  of  his  day.  From 
the  time  he  was  able  to  do  the  simplest  duties  he  worked 
and  worked  hard,  and  his  education  was  obtained  when 
he  could  be  spared  at  odd  times  from  the  farm.  How- 
ever, it  is  often  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances 
that  our  latent  abilities  are  developed  and  this  early 
strenuous  training  may  have  had  much  to  do  with  Mr. 
Weems'  later  success  in  life.  When  he  was  nineteen 
years  of  age  he  left  the  parental  roof  and  accepted  a 
position  as  a  railroad  laborer,  later  became  a  worker 
in  a  blast  furnace,  and  subsequently  accepted  whatever 
honorable  employment  presented  itself  until  1893,  when 
he  decided  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  rapidly  growing 
community  of  Cameron.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been 
married  and  become  the  father  of  four  children,  and 
had  been  unable  to  save  from  his  earnings  more  than 
enough  to  pay  the  family  railroad  fare  to  his  new  field 
of  activity.  As  a  result  he  arrived  in  Cameron  with 
the  princely  sum  of  ninety  cents,  but  was  willing  and  in- 
dustrious and  almost  immediately  secured  employment  as 
a  farm  hand  on  the  farm  of  W.  T.  Watts,  in  Milam 
county.  Later  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  Gaston-Sprinkle 
Mercantile  Company's  store,  at  Cameron,  and  in  1908, 
in  company  with  J.  B.  Cavitt,  built  a  cotton  gin,  and 
continued  to  operate  it  in  partnership  imtil  1913,  in 
which  year  he  purchased  Mr.  Cavitt 's  interests,  moved  to 
his  present  place,  and  erected  the  new  Electric  Gin,  at 
a  cost  of  $18,000.  This  now  has  a  capacity  of  100  bales 
for  a  day  of  twelve  hours  and  is  constantly  growing  in 
scope  and  patronage.  While  his  rise  has  been  rapid 
and  has  been  marked  by  the  grasping  of  every  oppor- 
tunity, Mr.  Weems  has  never  taken  advantage  of  the 
misfortune  of  another,  so  that  his  standing  among  busi- 
ness men  is  exceptionally  high.  His  gin  occupies  a  tract 
of  eight  and  one-half  acres,  in  addition  to  which  Mr. 
Weems  owns  a  half  block  in  Cameron  and  his  own  resi- 
dence and  two  others  which  occupy  an  entire  block  in 
this  city.  His  straightforward  dealing,  his  strict  in- 
tegritv,  "his  fidelity  to  every  engagement  and  his  willing- 
ness to  assist  others  to  the"  success  which  he  has  himself 
attained  have  gained  him  the  confidence  and  good  will 
of  all  who  know  him,  and  few  men  have  a  wider  circle 
of  stanch  friends.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Weems  is  associated 
with  the  local  lodge  of  the  w"oodmen  of  the  World.  He 
has  been  ton  busily  engaged  with  his  business  interests 
to  enter  till'  jinlitic-al  field,  but  has  ably  discharged  aU 
the  diitirs  nf  .itizciiship.  With  his  family  he  attends 
the   Mi'tlu.dist    rliuich. 

On  Feliruary  17,  1886,  Mr.  Weems  was  married  to 
Miss  Margaret  Josephine  Shuffleld,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Newton  Shuffield,  of  Marshall  county,  Alabama,  and 
to  this  union  there  have  been  born  twelve  children,  as 
follows:  Melvin,  engaged  in  business  with  his  father, 
married  Ellie  Moore,  and  has  had  four  children,  Lillian, 
Bruce,    Eva    and   Melvin;    William,    deceased;    Roy,    an 
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engineer  and  machinist,  married  Etta  Phipps;  and 
Maudie,  Audell,  Owen,  Louis,  Oma,  Robert,  Martha, 
Alefine,  and  a  baby. 

Benjamin  Floukkot  Te.4GUE.  To  no  small  degree 
the  prestige  and  strength  of  the  Brenham  law  iirm  of 
Mathis,  Teague  &  Embrey  is  due  to  the  long  and  varied 
experience  of  its  second  member,  Benjamin  F.  Teague, 
who  has  practiced  law  for  twenty  years,  but  has  spent 
much  of  his  time  in  public  affairs,  especially  in  the 
state  comptroller 's  oflSce  at  Austin,  and  that  training 
gave  him  an  unusual  equipment  for  many  of  the  respon- 
sibilities which  he  has  since  assumed  in  his  private 
practice. 

Benjamin  Flournoy  Teague  was  born  February  16, 
1872,  in  Cleburne  county,  Alabama,  a  son  of  Elijah 
Arnold  and  Rebecca  (Poole)  Teague.  His  father,  an 
Alabama  planter,  moved  to  Texas  in  January,  1883, 
settling  in  Lee  county,  where  he  continued  his  career  as 
an  agriculturist.  Besides  the  well  known  Brenham 
lawyer  another  son  is  D.  E.  Teague,  who  since  1890  has 
served  continuously  in  the  oflfice  of  sheriff  of  Washington 
county. 

Benjamin  F.  Teague  acquired  some  of  his  early  edu- 
cation in  Alabama,  was  eleven  years  old  when  the  fam- 
ily moved  to  Lee  county,  and  was  a  student  in  the 
schools  of  Giddings  and"  in  1893  graduated  from  the 
Blinn  Memorial  College  at  Brenham.  His  education 
for  the  law  was  also  acquired  at  Brenham,  chiefly  by 
reading  in  the  ofEce  of  Ben  S.  Rogers,  until  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1894.  In  1895  Mr.  Teague  became  asso- 
ciated with  his  present  partner,  J.  M.  Mathis,  in  the 
law  firm  of  Mathis  &  Teague.  This  firm  dissolved  part- 
nership in  1900  and  in  the  following  year  Mr.  Teague 
moved  to  Austin  and  began  his  service  in  the  state 
comptroller  "s  department,  of  which  he  subsequently  be- 
came chief  clerk.  Mr.  Teague  handled  many  of  the 
most  responsible  duties  of  the  office,  and  was  identified 
with  that  department  of  the  state  government  from  1901 
to  1911.  During  that  time  he  continued  his  training 
for  the  law  by  special  courses  under  Judge  J.  C.  Townes 
and  Judge  I.  P.  Hildebrand.  In  1910  Mr.  Teague  was 
an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  office  of  state  comp- 
troller, being  defeated  by  a  small  number  of  votes  by 
W.  P.  Lane.  Returning  to  Brenham  in  1911  he  again 
resumed  his  relations  as  a  partner  with  J.  M.  Mathis, 
and  in  1913  the  firm  of  Mathis  &  Teague  was  extended 
by  the  admission  of  W.  J.  Embery. 

Mr.  Teague  is  a  believer  in  the  principles  of  fraternal 
orders,  and  has  membership  in  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  and 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  In  190-t  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Virginia  Gaddy,  daughter  of  Rev.  W.  M.  Gaddy, 
who  was  born  in  Mississippi  and  for  a  numbet  of  years 
was  minister  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Houston.  Texas. 
Mr.  Teague  and  wife  have  one  son,  William  Flournoy 
Teague. 

John  M.  Mathis.  A  member  of  the  Texas  bar  for 
the  last  twenty  years,  and  since  1895  in  practice  at 
Brenham,  Johii  M.  Mathis  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
ablest  representatives  of  his  profession,  has  for  years 
enjoyed  a  successful  practice  both  in  criminal  and  civil 
litigation,  and  as  a  citi2en  has  performed  a  useful  and 
honorable  part  in  his  community  and  state.  During  the 
past  ten  years  little  litigation  either  in  the  criminal 
or  civil  courts  of  Washington  county  has  not  had  the 
services  of  Mr.  Mathis  as  counsel  on  one  side  or  the 
other,  and  he  has  performed  his  work  with  a  rare  skill 
that  justifies  his  present  reputation  and  standing  in 
the  Texas  bar.  As  an  orator  his  eloquence  has  been  a 
factor  in  many  political  campaigns,  and  he  has  spoken 
for  some  of  the  principal  candidates  in  almost  every 
section  of  the  state.  Mr.  Mathis  is  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Mathis,  Teague  &  Embrey. 

Born  in  Smith  county,  Texas,  in  1870,  John  M.  Mathis 


is  a  son  of  Rev.  John  S.  and  Aurelia  (Jones)  Mathis. 
His  father,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  who  came  to  Texas 
about  1860,  locating  in  Smith  county,  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  circuit-riding  Methodist  preachers,  and  later 
held  some  of  the  important  charges  in  the  Texas  Con- 
ference. During  the  war  between  the  states  he  served 
as  chaplain  in  the  Confederate  army  for  four  vears.  As 
a  member  of  the  East  Texas  Conference  of  the"Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  he  filled  pulpits  at  Palestine, 
Marshall,  Tyler  and  other  places  in  that  district.  After 
nearly  half  a  century  of  service  to  his  church  and  his 
fellowmen  he  died  March  4,  1908,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five.  His  wife  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  her 
father,  during  his  residence  at  Asheville,  North  Caro- 
lina, served  as  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  coming  to 
Texas  after  the  close  of  the  war  located  in  Cooke  county, 
which  he  represented  in  the  state  legislature  and  for 
many  years  served  as  sheriff. 

John  M.  Mathis  received  a  liberal  education,  graduat- 
ing from  the  Southwestern  University  at  Georgetown 
in  1891  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  Following  a  brief 
period  as  a  teacher  at  Valley  View  in  Cooke  county,  in 
1892  he  was  selected  by  R.  T.  Milner,  then  speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  at  Austin,  as  clerk  to  the 
speaker,  and  this  afforded  him  a  valuable  opportunity 
to  pursue  the  study  of  law  which  he  had  begun  while 
teaching  school.  Later  he  continued  his  studies  at  Rusk 
under  Samuel  A.  Wilson,  formerly  judge  of  the  court  of 
criminal  appeals,  and  his  son,  S.  P.  Wilson,  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  court  of  civU  appeals  at  Texarkana.  Ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1894,  Mr.  Mathis  began  practice  at 
Rusk,  after  about  a  year  moved  to  Wichita  Falls,  where 
he  was  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  L.  H.  Mathis, 
but  in  1895  came  to  Brenham  and  with  B.  F.  Teague 
formed  the  law  partnership  of  Mathis  &  Teague.  Their 
relations  were  dissolved  in  1900,  and  Mr.  Mathis  prac- 
ticed alone  until  1905.  Then,  with  J.  P.  Buchanan,  who 
had  resigned  the  oflBce  of  district  attorney,  and  with 
L.  E.  Rasberry,  he  entered  the  partnership  of  Mathis, 
Buchanan  &  Rasberry.  This  firm  was  terminated  in 
1911.  when  Mr.  Buchanan  went  to  the  legislature,  and 
Mr.  Teague  having  in  the  meantime  returned  from  Austin 
the  firm  of  Mathis  &  Teague  again  took  its  place  in 
the  Washington  county  bar.  In  1913  W.  J.  Embrey 
was  admitted,  making  the  firm  as  it  stands  at  present. 

From  1899  to  1911,  a  period  of  twelve  years,  Mr. 
Mathis  was  one  of  the  school  trustees  of  Brenham,  but 
was  eventually  obliged  to  resign  the  otfice  on  account 
of  his  increasing  pressure  of  professional  business.  In 
1912  he  was  one  of  the  Texas  state  Democratic  electors 
who  early  in  the  following  year  put  their  formal  official 
seal  to  the  election  of  Woodrow  Wilson  as  president  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Mathis  is  a  Past  Noble  Grand 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  has 
membership  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  the  Cardinals. 

In  1892  Mr.  Mathis  married  Miss  Louise  Mayfield, 
daughter  of  Dr.  W.  N.  Mayfield  of  Georgetown,  Texas. 
Their  two  children  are  John  M.  Mathis,  Jr.,  and  Louise 
Ozelle  Mathis.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  practice  of 
Mr.  Mathis  as  a  lawyer  is  by  no  means  confined  to  Wash- 
ington county,  and  he  has  for  some  years  represented 
large  and  important  cases  of  litigation  in  the  higher 
state  courts  and  in  a  number  of  counties  outside  of 
Washington. 

Robert  Boudre  Savage  Foster,  Jr.  It  is  doubtful 
if  many  men  of  Texas  have  achieved  such  a  full  measure 
of  success  in  so  limited  a  period  of  time  as  that  which  re- 
warded the  efforts  of  the  late  Robert  Boudre  Savage  Fos- 
ter, Jr.,  of  Navasota.  Starting  his  career  with  his  bare 
hands,  as  it  were,  when  he  passed  awny  August  30, 
1899,  when  not  yet  forty-eight  years  of  age,  he  was 
credited  with  achievements  that  would  have  satisfied  the 
ordinary  man  after  a  full  lifetime  of  endeavor.     He  was 
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a  native  son  of  Texas,  born  in  Washington  county,  Sep- 
tember 11,  1851.  His  name  "  Boudre  Savage"  came 
from  the  French,  his  grandmother  Foster  being  of  French 
descent. 

Mr.  Foster  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and 
passed  a  term  in  Tehuacaua  College,  beginning  life  as  a 
farmer.  He  worked  a  yoke  of  cattle  as  early  as  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  within  three  miles  of  Navasota, 
the  beginning  efforts  in  his  successful  career,  and  his 
labors,  prosecuted  assiduously,  were  effective.  Although 
he  had  no  business  equipment,  he  was  a  natural  money- 
maker and  a  fine  judge  of  values.  As  the  years  passed 
IVIr.  Foster  added  to  his  holdings  from  time  to  time, 
nntil  he  was  considered  one  of  the  most  potent  and  suc- 
cessful men  of  his  day  in  his  county.  As  many  as  fifty 
families  secured  their  substance  from  his  farms  and 
agriculture  proved  his  sole  interest.  He  steered  clear  of 
stock  enterprises,  even  shunning  the  opportunity  of  aid- 
ing in  organizing  one  of  the  leading  banks  of  Navasota. 
He  had  the  best  judgment  in  a  trade  of  anyone,  and  it 
was  said  of  him  that  he  could  do  the  planning  of  eight 
men  and  finish  by  executing  the  plans.  In  his  political 
life  Mr.  Foster  was  quiet  and  unobtrusive,  even  declin- 
ing service  in  any  capacity  not  required  by  law.  He 
was  not  identified  with  the  church  in  the  vigor  of  life 
but  he  believed  in  its  efficacy  and  was  brought  up  under 
the  influence  of  Methodist  parents.  He  belonged  to  no 
order.  In  social  matters  Mr.  Foster  was  very  reticent. 
He  talked  little  upon  topics  outside  of  purely  business, 
and  when  making  a  deal  let  the  other  person  do  the 
talking,  although  he  did  the  active  trading  himself. 

Mr.  Foster  was  married  June  20,  1883,  at  Anderson, 
Texas,  to  Miss  Mattie  Brigance,  a  daughter  of  Franklin 
and  Susan  E.  (Eogers)  Brigance.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  this  union:  Mrs.  Georgie  Sogers,  of 
Brookshire,  Texas;  Eobert  Franklin,  of  Navasota;  and 
Nettie  Rose,  the  wife  of  William  S.  Baker,  of  this  city. 
Franklin  Brigance  was  born  in  Sumner  county,  Ten- 
nessee, August  12,  1818,  and  died  in  Anderson,  Texas, 
in  June,  1900.  He  was  for  sixty  years  recording  steward 
of  the  Methodist  church,  missing  two  meetings  only  dur- 
ing this  time,  and  when  he  came  to  Anderson  he  or- 
ganized a  small  class-meeting  of  Methodists  in  his  log 
cabin  home.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  at  Anderson,  Texas,  and  Past  High  Priest.  Mr. 
Brigance  was  a  son  of  Charles  Newton  and  Frances 
Brigance,  who  lived  on  the  west  fork  of  Station  Camp 
Creek,  Sumner  county,  Tennessee,  eight  miles  west  of 
Gallatin.  When  fifteen  years  old  he  went  to  two  mer- 
chant tailor  uncles,  at  Huntington,  Tennessee,  learned 
the  tailor's  trade  with  them,  and  remained  with  them 
four  years.  He  was  a  resident  of  Huntington  when  the 
news  "came  that  Sam  Houston  had  gained  a  victory  over 
the  Mexican  army  in  Texas.  This  result  decided  many 
of  the  people  of  Tennessee  to  come  to  Texas,  and  in  1838 
Mr.  Brigance  came  out  with  his  parents  and  settled  at 
Anderson,  Grimes  county.  The  old  home  they  left  was 
the  one  his  grandfather  established  in  the  early  settle- 
ment, and  they  arrived  in  Texas  in  December.  1838, 
coming  by  the  boat  ' '  Eocky  Mountain ' '  from  Clarks- 
ville,  Tennessee,  to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  and  by 
schooner  to  Galveston,  Texas,  five  days  out.  and  steamed 
across  Galveston  Bay  and  up  Buffalo  Bayou  to  Houston, 
arriving  there  in  February,  1839.  There  they  engaged 
a  wagon  and  team  to  convey  them  to  Black 's  Prairie, 
Montgomery  (now  Grimes)  county,  Ee]nil>lic  of  Toxii-^, 
and  March  4,  1839,  they  arrived  there  ;iii.l  -to]i|i.M  ;it  ;i 
house  owned  by  John  F.  Martin.  Thcr,'  tli.-v  i. 111,1  in.,! 
until  summer,  when  the  father  of  Mr.  Briiiamc  iinirhiisi'd 
a  tract  of  land  on  the  prairie,  began  its  improvement, 
and  there  lost  his  wife,  the  mother  of  Franklin  Brigance. 
In  the  fall  of  1839  Franklin  Brigance  responded  to  the 
call  made  for  men  to  defend  the  settlement  against  the 
Indians,  joined  other  neighbors,  and  rendezvoused  at  old 
Timmanville,  at  the  crossing  of  the  old  San  Antonio  and 
Nacogdoches  road  and  the  Navasota  river.     Their  equip- 


ment consisted  of  a  mustang  pony,  saddle  and  lariat, 
rope,  rifle,  shot-pouch,  powder-horn,  etc.,  and  the  com- 
missary outfit  comprised  a  wallet  thrown  across  the  sad- 
dle, with  each  end  filled  with  cornbread  made  from  meal 
ground  on  a  steel  bandmill,  and  the  sack  also  contained 
jerked  beef.  The  campaign  comprised  a  trip  over  to 
the  Brazos  river  and  up  that  stream  to  Comanche  Peak 
and  back  again  tliruugh  to  Wheeloek,  Texas,  to  their 
homes,  after  killing  two  Indians,  and  losing  two  men. 
Another  expedition,  in  1841,  was  without  results,  save 
that  the  Indians  were  scared  away,  and  Mr.  Brigance 
returned  with  his  comrades  with  neither  scalps  nor  stolen 
horses.  He  joined  Captain  Bowen's  company,  in  1842, 
to  repel  the  army  of  the  Mexican  General  Woll,  and  to 
avenge  the  recent  slaughter  of  the  Texans  under  Captain 
Dawson,  near  San  Antonio,  Mr.  Brigance  being  made 
orderly  sergeant.  They  camped  at  San  Antonio  several 
weeks  on  scant  rations,  being  even  forced  to  appropriate 
the  hogs  and  corn  of  the  Mexicans  to  appease  their 
Hunger.  After  a  move  or  two  of  the  camp  the  com- 
pany was  discharged,  as  the  Mexican  troops  had  moved 
back  across  the  Eio  Grande.  They  were  discharged  with- 
out provisions  and  had  to  provide  themselves  with  sul> 
sistence  to  get  home.  Mr.  Brigance  was  detailed  as  one 
to  forage  for  food,  invested  his  only  nickel  in  corn 
meal,  and  started  back  to  camp  with  his  companion. 
They  were  lost  on  the  prairie  in  the  darkness  and  wan- 
dered about  until  past  midnight,  when  they  found  them- 
selves back  at  the  mill  where  Mr.  Brigance  had  bought 
the  meal.  There  they  found  other  comrades  with  a  fat 
hog  secured  from  the  Mexicans,  and  right  there  the  fat 
hog  and  the  meal  mixed  and  a  good  meal  was  enjoyed. 
The  meal  was  baked  in  the  ashes  of  the  campfire.  all 
slept  under  the  canopy  of  heaven  that  night,  the  ordeal 
was  finally  repeated  in  the  morning,  and  after  some 
days  of  anxiety  all  hands  reached  home  after  passing 
through  a  hostile  country. 

In  1842  Mr.  Brigance  and  J.  J.  King,  a  neighbor,  de- 
cided to  visit  their  old  home  in  Tennessee.  They  crossed 
the  Mississippi  river  at  the  mouth  of  the  Eed  river  and 
by  horseback  made  the  trip  to  the  home  of  Mr.  King 's 
brother,  below  Natchez,  and  by  boat  to  Natchez  and 
Yicksburg,  where  Mr.  Brigance  continued  by  boat  to 
Nashville  and  then  to  his  old  home.  There  he  went  to 
school  for  several  months,  and  also  taught  school  until  the 
fall  of  1844,  at  which  time  he  returned  to  Texas,  via  New 
Orleans  by  boat,  by  ship  to  Galveston  and  boat  up  to 
Houston,  and  by  mail  wagon  to  Cypress,  from  where 
he  walked  to  Fantharp,  now  Anderson,  in  Grimes  county. 
He  soon  found  a  little  school  in  the  PlantersvUle  neigh- 
borhood and  after  teaching  a  session  he  abandoned  it 
because  the  work  did  not  prove  congenial,  and  took  up 
tailoring  instead.  In  June,  1846,  he  was  elected  the 
first  assessor  and  collector  of  taxes  of  Grimes  county, 
was  again  elected  in  1848  for  two  years  more,  and  trav- 
eled over  the  country  twice  a  year,  the  county  then 
extending  from  the  San  Antonio  road  on  the  north  to 
Spring  Creek  on  the  south,  a  distance  of  seventy-five 
miles,  and  it  was  twenty  miles  wide.  In  18.50  he  failed 
of  reelection  because  he  had  held  office  two  terms. 
He  was  then  appointed  deputy  clerk  of  the  district 
court  by  H.  W.  Eaglin  and  held  the  position  until  the 
next  election  when  he  was  himself  elevated  to  the  office. 
In  1860  he  was  defeated  for  this  office  and  then  turned 


his   attention   to   farming 


with  his  force  of  slaves.     In 


he  was  selected  by  his  community  to 
Mi|i.iiiiti ml  the  construction  of  breastworks  at  Galveston, 
it  IhMiiil;  til  the  lot  of  Texas  citizens  to  fortify  the  city, 
iin.l  thcK'  he  remained  until  August,  1863,  when  he  was 
appointed  Confederate  tax  assessor  of  Grimes  county, 
and  held  that  position  until  the  close  of  hostilities  be- 
tween the  South  and  the  North.  As  a  result  of  the  war 
he  was  stripped  of  all  save  his  wife  and  children,  and 
without  anything  better  to  do  resorted  to  his  old  busi- 
ness, a  clerkship. 

At  the  first  election  after  the  war  he  was  chosen  clerk 
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of  the  county  and  was  made  deputy  assessor,  keeping 
the  books  of  that  office  also.  With  the  defalcation  of 
the  assessor,  the  responsibility  of  assessing  and  collect- 
ing the  taxes  for  1868  and  1869  fell  to  him  and  he  dis- 
charged their  duties  and  made  his  returns  to  Austin 
without  bond,  having  as  much  as  $23,000  of  public  funds 
pass  through  his  hands  without  bonds.  In  1869  his 
disfranchisement  prevented  his  election  to  ofiice,  under 
the  reconstruction  plan  of  the  Republican  partj',  but  he 
was  appointed  deputy  district  clerk  later,  under  J. 
Lawrence  Dickson.  He  continued  there  until  his  dis- 
abilities were  removed  and  in  1876  was  elected  district 
clerk  of  the  county,  and  was  reelcctril  in.m  time  to 
time  until  politics  became  so  mixed  ii|i  iliat  h.'  w:i<  Ho 
feated  and  never  again  became  a  caiiilnliti'.  Later  un 
he  was  appointed  to  the  oflBce  of  postmaster  of  Ander- 
son, in  which  capacity  he  served  seven  years,  but  in 
1896  retired  from  public  office  entirely. 

The  children  of  Mr.  Brigance  were  as  follows:  A. 
Prank,  a  resident  of  Navasota;  Mattie  B.,  now  Mrs. 
Foster,  Jr.,  of  this  review ;  Thomas  Alfred,  a  resident 
at,   Texas;    Mrs.   Burton   Routt,   of   Chappell 


at   Waco, 
{rigance, 


Hill,  Texas;  John  H.,  wb 
Texas,  in  February,  1914; 
resident   of   Xavasota. 


Robert  A.  JoHxWsox,  D.  D.  S.  The  Johnson  family 
through  three  successive  generations  has  been  identified 
with  either  the  medical  or  dental  jirofession,  and  Robert 
A.  Johnson  is  successor  of  bis  father  in  the  same  line 
at  Xavasota,  where  the  family  has  been  well  known  for 
the  past  twenty-five  years. 

Dr.  Robert  A.  Johnson  was  born  in  Troy,  Alabama, 
February  6,  1885.  His  grandfather  was  a  physician 
who  belonged  to  an  old  and  loyal  Southern  family,  all 
the  male  members  of  which  participated  in  the  war  as 
Confederate  soldiers  except  the  doctor,  who  remained  at 
home  on  account  of  his  profession,  since  in  that  way 
he  could  do  more  for  the  community  than  as  a  soldier. 
Of  his  five  children  one  was  the  late  Osborn  S.  Johnson, 
who  was  born  in  Alabama  January  8,  1857,  and  practiced 
dentistry  at  Navasota,  Texas,  from  1888  until  his  death 
in  January,  1907,  He  was  educated  professionally  in 
Vanderbilt  University  at  Nashville,  and  after  a  brief 
practice  at  Troy,  Alabama,  moved  to  Texas,  locating  first 
at  Bryan  and  finally  at  Navasota,  He  was  one  of  the 
early  members  of  the  State  Dental  Association  of  Texas, 
and  as  a  Democrat  with  only  incidental  interest  in 
practical  politics  served  as  tax  assessor  and  collector  of 
Navasota.  His  church  was  the  Methodist.  Dr.  Osborn 
S.  Johnson  was  married  in  Troy,  Alabama,  to  Miss  Fan- 
nie McKinzie,  Her  father  was  a  cattleman  who  settled 
near  Corsicana,  Texas,  and  died  there,  Dr,  Johnson 
and  wife  have  the  following  children.:  Dr.  Robert  A.; 
Hayne,  of  Bryan,  Texas ;  Jliss  Leona,  a  teacher  in  the 
Navasota  schools;  Bess,  a  student  of  the  Sam  Houston 
Normal  at  Hiintsville ;,  and  Allister,  who  is  attending 
school  at  Xavasota, 

Dr.  Robert  A.  Johnson  grew  up  and  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Navasota,  and  after  finishing  the 
public  school  course  in  1903  earned  his  livelihood  by 
clerking  in  a  local  store,  and  finally  entered  his  father 's 
office  to  learn  dentistry.  After  some  exjierienee  under 
his  father,  he  entered  the  dental  department  of  the  Van- 
derbilt University  at  Nashville,  his  father 's  old  school, 
and  was  graduated  DD,  S,  from  Vanderbilt  in  1909  and 
took  up  practice  at  Navasota  and  has  served  a  good  many 
of  his  father's  old  patrons.  Dr.  Johnson  was  married 
.January  14.  1914,  to  Miss  Lula  Roan,  a  daughter  of 
J.   H.   Roan. 

Alvix  p.  Clark.  Among  the  men  who  have  contrib- 
uted their  full  quota  to  the  industrial  and  commercial 
development  of  Kaufman  and  Kaufman  county  and  who 
have  made  independent  fortunes  for  themselves  out  of 
their   continued  activities  in   business   circles,   may  well 


be  mentioned  AJvin  P.  Clark,  a  leading  furniture  dealer 
and  undertaker  of  Kaufman  and  one  of  the  finest  citi- 
zens of  the  community  where  he  enjoys  a  most  enviable 
standing. 

Born  on  December  1,  1869,  at  Lancaster,  Texas,  Alvin 
P.  Clark  is  the  son  of  Alonzo  S,  and  Nancy  Clarinda 
(Taylor)  Clark,  The  father  was  born  in  New  York 
state  in  1837,  and  in  his  native  state  gained  an  excellent 
education,  which  included  voice  culture,  in  which  he  was 
especially  talented.  He  came  to  Texas  just  prior  to  the 
inception  of  the  Civil  war,  and,  settling  first  at  Lan- 
caster, he  was  for  some  years  occupied  as  a  millwright. 
II.'  erected  a  sawmill  on  the  Trinity  river  east  of  Lan- 
ci^tci.  among  other  mills,  and  a  flouring  mill  at  Hutch- 
ins,  where  he  himself  finally  settled.  During  a  part  of 
the  war  ]ieriod  lie  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
pistols  for  till'  I  oiiti'deracy  at  Lancaster,  and  he  allied 
himself  staiidily  with  the  institutions  and  customs  of 
the  south,  tis  a  resident  of  that  section  of  the  country. 
He  entered  the  political  arena  in  a  local  way  during  the 
somewhat  chaotic  days  following  the  war,  and  in  one  of 
his  races  for  the  legislature  he  was  a  victim  of  the  well 
known  "counting  out"  process  which  obtained  about  that 
time  and  was  employed  on  many  occasions.  He  was  an 
able  speaker  and  his  charming  voice  gave  him  an  ever 
prominent  place  as  a  singer  and  leader  ot  music  at  re- 
ligious meetings,  and  in  a  number  of  singing  schools 
which  he  conducted.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Mssionary 
Baptist  church  and  fraternally  was  identified  with  the 
Masonic  lodge.  He  had  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Mary  Whitaker, 
who  died  at  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  Mrs.  Esther  Hall,  a  resi- 
dent of  Hofjuiam,  Washington.  Mr.  Clark  was  married  at 
Lancaster  to  Nancy  Clarinda  Taylor,  whose  father  came 
to  Texas  from  Whitehall,  Illinois,  before  the  war.  Mrs. 
Clark  passed  away  in  May,  1909,  and  her  husband  fol- 
lowed her  in  July  of  the  same  year.  Of  the  three 
children  born  to  them,  Mary  A.  aiid  Alvin  P.  reached 
mature  life.  The  daughter  married  T.  S.  Cartright  and 
resides  in  Van  Alstyne,  Texas. 

Alvin  P.  Clark  grew  up  in  Hutehins,  Texas,  whither 
his  parents  moved  in  his  young  childhood.  The  schools 
there  provided  him  wdth  a  solid  basis  for  future  train- 
ing, and  he  devoted  himself  to  the  farm  until  he  was 
well  into  his  youth,  when  he  turned  his  back  upon  the 
fields  and  engaged  in  railroad  work.  He  learned  teleg- 
raphy at  Hutehins  and  the  H.  &-  T.  C.  R.  R.  Company 
gave  him  his  first  position  at  Van  Alstyne  as  operator 
and  cashier  at  that  station.  He  subsequently  became 
relief  agent  of  the  company  and  remained  with  "it  in  that 
capacity  for  two  years,  after  which  he  was  in  the  service 
of  the  Santa  Fe  for  five  years  as  relief  agent  and  then 
was  with  the  Texas  ilidland  at  Terrell,  where  he  was 
assistant  manager  and  dispatcher  of  that  budding  sys- 
tem for  two  years.  Here  he  met  and  learned  to  admire 
the  many  excellent  qualities  of  Colonel  Greene,  who  was 
then  dividing  his  attention  between  the  building  of  a 
railroad  and  managing  the  local  baseball  team.  Being 
a  pitcher  of  some  renown,  Mr.  Clark  fitted  admirably 
into  the  dual  business  system  and  he  added  much  of 
genuine  pleasure  to  his  employer 's  life  there  as  well  as 
to  his  own  by  vanquishing  all  the  teams  who  manifested 
designs  on  Terrell 's  pennant.  So  exciting  did  the  base- 
ball situation  become  during  his  residence  there  that  in 
a  game  with  Tvler,  Colonel  Greene  sent  an  engine  to 
Kaufman  after'  Mr.  Clark,  and  his  favorite  pitcher 
gratified  the  genial  Colonel  by  giving  Tyler  fans  and 
players  the  severest  drubbing  of  their  careers,  after 
which  Mr.  Clark  was  returned  by  engine  to  his  post  at 
Kaufman.  Thus  did  the  little  pleasures  of  life  mingle 
with  its  many  duties,  and  it  is  entirely  probable  that 
the  railroad  system  did  not  suffer  too  great  loss  from  the 
trifling  neglects  it  was  subjected  to  on  such  occasions. 
In  1894  Mr.  Clark  was  transferred  to  Kaufman  and 
continued  as  agent  of  that  station  until  1898,  when  he 
resigned  and  engaged  in  business  here.  His  father-in- 
law  was  engaged  in  the  furniture  business  and  Mr.  Clark 
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bought  a  half  interest  in  the  firm,  rrhich  was  Ayers  & 
Clark,  and  after  one  year  he  bought  Mr.  Ayers '  interest. 
Mr.  Clark  started  in  a  small  way,  it  is  true,  but  he  pre- 
pared himself  for  further  branching  out  as  he  went 
along  and  soon  was  fitted  with  a  license  as  a  profes- 
sional embalmer.  He  is  a  member  of  the  undertakers' 
organization  of  the  state  and  of  the  State  Board  of 
Embalmers  as  well.  Some  few  years  ago  he  purchased 
the  brick  block  of  the  Kaufman  Improvement  Company 
and  enlarged  it  to  meet  the  demands  of  his  undertaking 
department,  which  is  one  of  the  important  phases  of  his 
business,  and  his  establishment  today  is  one  of  the  con- 
spicuous concerns  of  Kaufman  and  the  most  up-to-date 
mortuary  in  the  county. 

In  his  civic  connection  with  Kaufman,  Mr.  Clark  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Commercial  Club  and  it  may 
also  be  stated  that  he  served  as  chief  of  the  local  fire 
department  for  five  years,  giving  an  excellent  service  to 
the  community  in  his  ofScial  capacity.  Fraternally  he 
is  Past  Chancellor  of  Lodge  No.  110  of  Kaufman 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  he  is  also  Deputy  Grand  Chan- 
cellor of  the  state.  He  helped  to  institute  the  Order  of 
Bed  Men  at  this  point  and  was  chosen  Grand  Sac-hem 
of  the  order  at  that  time.  His  churchly  relations  are 
with  the  Presbyterian  church. 

In  April,  1899,  Mr.  Clark  was  married  in  Kaufman 
to  Miss  Delia  Ayers,  a  daughter  of  W.  B.  Ayers,  who 
was  a  merchant  here  and  an  early  Texan.  Mrs.  Clark 
is  one  of  the  three  daughters  of  her  parents,  the  others 
being  Mrs.  Mollie  McDowell  and  Mrs.  Lula  Petty,  both 
of  Dallas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ■  Clark  have  two  daughters, 
Euth  and  Lorilie.  The  family  home  is  situated  on 
Houston  street,  where  the  handsomest  residences  of  the 
city  are  to  be  found,  and  the  various  members  are  pop- 
ular and  prominent  in  the  best  circles  of  the  city.  Mr. 
Clark  is  one  of  those  genial  and  wholesouled  men  who 
are  always  found  to  be  most  popular  and  he  still  retains 
a  lingering  fondness  for  the  great  American  game  of 
baseball,  in  which  he  would  undoubtedly  have  won  many 
honors  had  he  continued  in  it. 

Langston  James  Goree,  D.  D.  S.  The  period  im- 
mediately following  the  close  of  the  war  between  the 
South  and  the  North,  in  Grimes  county,  was  prolific 
in  pioneers.  There  were  first  pioneers  in  settlement, 
all  of  whom  but  the  most  sturdy  have  passed  away. 
Next  came  pioneers  in  trade,  and  then  those  who  had 
established  reputations  in  the  professional  field.  The 
minister  and  lawyer  came  first,  and  close  behind  them 
followed  the  doctor;  then  came  the  practitioners  in  spe- 
cial lines,  seeking  for  patronage  and  a  livelihood.  The 
late  Dr.  Langston  James  Choree  II  was  a  pioneer  in 
dentistry  in  Grimes  county,  coming  to  this  section  in 
1867  and  being  located  -here  until  his  death  in  Novem- 
ber, 1888. 

The  Goree  family  is  of  French-Huguenot  extraction, 
and  for  some  years  was  well  known  in  Alabama,  Lang- 
ston J.  Goree  I,  the  father  of  Doctor  Goree  II,  being  a 
farmer  of  Marion,  that  state,  and  where  the  mother  was 
a  teacher  in  Judson  College.  She  was  the  second  wife  of 
Dr.  Langston,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Maj.  Thomas,  who  died  at  Galveston,  Texas, 
leaving  a  son  and  a  daughter,  and  who  served  sixteen 
years  as  warden  of  the  Texas  Penitentiary  and  made 
an  excellent  record  as  such;  Robert,  who  resides  at 
Knox  City,  Texas;  Ed.  K.,  of  Huntsville,  Texas;  Pleas- 
ant K.,  of  Midway,  Texas;  Mrs.  Hugh  Hayes,  of  Mid- 
way; and  Langston  James. 

Dr.  Langston  James  Goree  II  was  born  at  Marion, 
Alabama,  and  was  but  a  child  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  near  Midway,  Madison  county,  Texas,  where 
his  father  spent  his  remaining  years  as  an  agriculturist. 
From  Midway  he  went  to  Walker  county,  and  thence  to 
Waco,  Texas"  where  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Fifth 
Eegiment,  Texas  Volunteer  Infantry,  Colonel  Hood's 
regiment,   and   served   in   that   officer's   brigade   in   the 


Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  He  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Manassas,  Gaines  Mill,  Sharpsburg,  Gettysburg, 
Wilderness  and  Appomattox,  and  was  wounded  at  second 
Manassas,  losing  two  fingers  of  his  left  hand.  He  was 
an  active  man  at  heart  in  Confederate  veterans '  meet- 
ings as  long  as  he  lived,  and  was  a  member  of  Hood's 
Texas  Brigade  Association,  a  social  organization  of  the 
old  veterans  who  wore  the  gray. 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  Doctor 
Goree  started  to  prepare  himself  for  his  chosen  calling. 
He  had  formerly  secured  a  common  school  education, 
and  he  now  went  to  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  he 
graduated  from  coUege  and  received  his  degree.  At  that 
time  he  returned  to  Texas  and  located  at  Huntsville,  but 
moved  from  there  to  Waco  and  from  the  latter  place 
to  Navasota  in  1867.  This  city  continued  to  be  his 
home  until  the  time  of  his  death,  twenty-one  years 
later.  It  had  been  an  opportune  time  for  the  young 
professional  man  to  enter  business  in  this  growing  coun- 
try. Dentistry  had  not  yet  fallen  into  the  hands  of  spe- 
cialists. The  nicer  operations  for  preserving  the  teeth 
and  replacing  those  lost  or  decayed,  by  artificial  means, 
were  quite  unknown  in  the  region.  Doctor  Goree  "s 
patronage  in  Navasota  was  not  merely  a  local  one,  for 
the  reputation  that  he  had  acquired  for  skill  and  dex- 
terity brought  patients  from  all  the  surrounding  coun- 
try to  obtain  the  treatment  that  was  not  yet  accessible 
near  their  country  homes.  He  became  regarded  as  a 
master  of  his  profession,  and,  not  content  with  the  knowl- 
edge which  his  early  study  had  given,  he  kept  his  eyes 
open  to  the  progress  of  the  art  and  adopted  every  im- 
provement that  the  advancement  of  dentistry  introduced. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Dental  Association  of 
Texas,  and  devoted  himself  whole-heartedly  to  his  call- 
ing, not  being  interested  in  business  nor  industrial  af- 
fairs. In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  was  also 
known  as  one  of  the  most  zealous  and  earnest  prohibi- 
tionists in  the  state.  He  belonged  to  no  church,  but 
was  a  Knight  of  Honor. 

Doctor  Goree  was  married  at  New  Waverly,  Texas,  to 
Miss  Fannie  Wood,  who  was  born  in  1850,  in  Walker 
county,  Texas,  and  there  educated,  and  died  in  May, 
1911.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Green  M.  Wood,  a  farmer 
who  came  to  Texas  from  Montgomery,  Alabama.  Doctor 
and  Mrs.  Goree  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Dr.  Langston  James,  of  Navasota ;  Robert  B.,  of 
Orange,  Texas;  Edwin,  who  died  single;  Eloise,  who  died 
in  childhood;  Sue  Willie,  of  Denver,  Colorado,  who  mar- 
ried C.  W.  Seay;  Mary,  who  died  as  Mrs.  John  Prine, 
without  issue;  and  Fannie  B.,  the  wife  of  Will  Thomas, 
of  Navasota. 

Dr.  Langston  James  Goree  III,  of  Navasota,  a  lead- 
ing member  of  the  dental  profession,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 9,  1873,  grew  up  in  this  city,  and  received  his  early 
educational  training  here.  He  next  attended  the  Agri- 
cultural and  Mechanical  CoUege  at  Bryan  and  received 
his  professional  education  in  Vanderbilt  University, 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  from  which  institution  he  was  grad- 
uated in  February,  1895.  He  at  once  established  him- 
self in  practice  at  Navasota,  and  has  continued  therein 
to  the  present  time,  commanding  a  goodly  share  of  the 
city's  representative  practice  and  enjoying  prestige 
among  his  professional  brethren.  He  belongs  to  the 
Texas  State  Dental  Society.  Doctor  Goree  is  connected 
religiously  with  the  Methodist  church,  and  belongs  to 
the  board  of  stewards.  As  one  of  the  developers  of 
Navasota,  he  erected  his  own  handsome  home,  as  well 
as  the  Goree  business  house,  where  he  now  has  his  office. 
His  fraternal  connections  include  membership  in  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  in  which  he  is  past  consul;  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  in  which  he  is  past  chan- 
cellor commander,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Doctor  Goree  was  married  in  Navasota,  in  March, 
1897,  to  Miss  Anna  Trotter,  a  daughter  of  Marion  L. 
Trotter,  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  and  an  ex- 
Confederate    soldier,    who    married   Anna   Gooch.      Mrs. 
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Goree  is  one  of  three  children.  Two  sons  have  been 
born  to  Doctor  and  ilrs.  Goree,  namely:  Langston 
James  IV  and  Eobert  Tillman. 

Hugh  Hamill  Wilson.  The  Wilson  family  of  Grimes 
county  has  been  conspicuous  for  the  useful  service  and 
activities  of  its  members  and  has  occupied  an  honored 
place  in  citizenship  for  fully  sixty  years.  It  was  founded 
by  the  late  Hugh  Hamill  Wilson,  who  lived  in  Grimes 
county  from  1855  until  his  recent  death.  In  the  second 
generation  as  sons  of  this  honored  business  man  and 
citizen,  are  several  men  in  the  professions,  including 
Dr.  Walter  T.  Wilson,  one  of  the  most  prominent  physi- 
cians of  Grimes  county. 

The  late  Hugh  Hamill  Wilson  was  born  in  Belfast, 
Ireland,  January  9,  1838.  His  father,  John  Hamill 
Wilson,  was  a  ship-supply  contractor  in  Ireland,  and 
had  several  vessels  engaged  in  the  trans-Atlantic  trade, 
and  it  was  on  one  of  these  boats  of  his  father  that  Hugh 
H.  Wilson  gained  his  first  experience  on  the  sea,  in  the 
meantime  attending  school  and  partly  finishing  the  course 
of  the  high  school  in  Belfast.  He  had  made  several  voy- 
ages and  when  a  lad  of  fifteen  and  on  his  third  trip  to 
the  I'nited  States  landed  from  the  boat  at  New  York 
and  went  to  Xew  Orleans.  At  New  Orleans  news  came 
to  him  of  his  father's  business  failure.  From  there  he 
proceeded  to  Houston,  Texas,  and  then  learned  of  the 
completeness  of  the  misfortunes  which  had  overtaken  his 
father,  involving  even  the  sacrifice  of  the  old  home  to 
the  interests  of  his  creditors.  Thus  deprived  of  his 
father 's  resources,  Hugh  H.  Wilson  went  to  Anderson,  • 
Texas,  and  found  work  as  a  typesetter  in  a  printing 
oflRce,  and  continued  that  occupation  until  the  outbreak 
of  the  war.  Mr.  Wilson  enlisted  in  Company  D  in  one  of 
the  regiments  comprising  Walker's  Division,  and  was 
commissioned  a  lieutenant  of  his  company.  In  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department,  during  the  campaign  following 
Banks'  invasion  of  Texas,  he  had  a  prominent  part  in 
the  battle  at  Mansfield.  He  received  the  surrender  of 
a  Federal  colonel  who  had  been  surrounded  by  Confed- 
erates and  refused  to  surrender  to  anyone  not  of  his 
own  rank.  Mr.  Wilson,  who  was  barefooted  and  whose 
trousers  were  worn  off  almost  to  his  knees,  declared  him- 
self to  be  Colonel  Wilson,  and  succeeded  in  imposing 
this  bluff  on  the  Federal  officer  and  after  receiving 
his  sword  kept  it  almost  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  himself  wounded  in  that  engagement,  but  soon  recov- 
ered and  continued  in  the  war  until  the  end,  being  mus- 
tered out  at  Hempstead. 

Following  the  war  Mr.  Wilson  began  business  life  as 
a  merchant  at  Anderson,  and  became  associated  with 
his  brother,  John  H.,  under  the  name  of  J.  H.  Wilson 
&  Company.  Soon  afterwards  the  town  of  Navasota  was 
established  at  the  terminus  of  the  Houston  &  Texas 
Central  Eailway,  and  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers  on  the 
ground  at  the  beginning  of  that  now  flourishing  city. 
The  firm  had  a  large  trade  over  an  extensive  territory 
about  Navasota,  and  continued  to  prosper  until  meeting 
misfortunes  during  the  '70s,  when  Mr.  Wilson  turned 
his  stock  over  to  his  creditors  and  gave  notes  for  the 
balance  of  his  liabilities,  and  eventually  cleared  off  every 
incumbrance  to  his  financial  integrity.  In  1871  Hugh 
H.  Wilson  engaged  in  the  warehouse  business  at  Nava- 
sota, and  that  was  his  chief  line  of  enterprise  until  his 
death.  After  a  long  and  successful  career  of  more  than 
forty  years  at  Navasota  he  died  after  fulfillng  the  best 
ideals  of  a  worthy  business  career  on  December  24,  1913. 
Besides  his  warehouse  business  he  was  identified  with 
fire  insurance  and  other  minor  enterprises. 

His  political  career  was  also  an  important  fact  in  the 
community  where  he  lived,  and  in  1878  he  was  elected 
city  alderman,  and  was  subsequently  city  tax  assessor 
and  collector  for  many  years.  Early  in  life  he  joined 
the  Masonic  Order,  in  Anderson  Lodge,  No.  3,  before  the 
war,  and  subsequently  affiliated  with  the  Eoyal  Arch 
Chapter,    and    for    twenty-five   years    was    secretary    of 


Navasota  Lodge  of  Masons.  About  1S73  he  became  iden- 
tified with  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  was  deacon  of 
the  Navasota  church  and  at  one  time  declined  the  posi- 
tion of  elder. 

At  Anderson  on  December  13,  1866,  about  the  be- 
ginning of  his  independent  business  career,  Hugh  Hamill 
Wilson  married  Miss  Maggie  O.  Martin.  She  belonged 
to  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Grimes  county,  and  her 
relationship  by  blood  included  the  noted  name  of  Travis 
and  of  other  Texas  patriots.  The  children  of  Hugh  H. 
Wilson  and  wife  were  as  follows:  Arthur  H.  of  Nava- 
sota; Dr.  Walter  T.;  H.  Baylor  of  Dallas;  Dr.  Hugh 
M.  of  Navasota;  Miss  Carrie,  the  oldest  daughter  and 
living  iu  Navasota;  Miss  Margaret,  of  Navasota;  Mrs, 
Ethel  Jones,  wife  of  Milton  Jones  of  Navasota. 

The  late  Hugh  H.  WUson  was  a  man  of  remarkable 
intellectual  faculties,  and  it  is  not  out  of  place  to  refer 
briefly  to  some  of  his  interests  and  avocations.  He  pos- 
sessed a  wonderful  memory,  was  a  persistent  searcher 
after  truth  along  historical  and  scientific  lines,  and  as  a 
reader  of  history  he  had  followed  the  fortunes  of  nearly 
every  section  of  the  civilized  world,  especially  the  dynas- 
ties of  Europe.  He  had  a  ready  acquaintance  through 
the  pages  of  history  with  all  the  notable  men  of  Europe. 
History  of  wars  was  especially  his  forte,  and  having 
participated  in  the  Civil  war  of  the  United  States  and 
from  his  individual  experience  having  stored  his  mind 
with  the  stories  from  the  lips  of  his  comrades  and  the 
pens  of  chroniclers  for  fifty  years,  he  was  regarded  as 
an  almost  infallible  authority  on  every  important  inci- 
dent of  war  times.  He  was"  a  student  of  Mexican  af- 
fairs, and  had  a  close  knowledge  of  the  real  situations  in 
that  country  at  a  time  when  most  Americans  dwelt  in 
ignorance  and  unconcern  about  the  barbarities  perpe- 
trated under  the  name  of  a  civUized  government.  It 
was  no  uncommon  thing  for  the  late  Mr,  Wilson  to 
become  so  absorbed  in  his  reading  as  to  forget  to  go  to 
bed,  and  to  be  aroused  by  the  family  in  the  morning  and 
apparently  awake  with  a  start  and  inquire  "is  it  morn- 
ing?" 

Dr.  Walter  T.  Wilson,  son  of  the  late  Hugh  H,  Wil- 
son, has  made  a  worthy  record  as  a  physician  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Navasota,  He  was 
born  in  that  city  October  12,  1871,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  began  the  study  of  medicine  when  a 
lad  of  only  fifteen  years  under  the  direction  of  Dr,  A, 
E.  Kilpatrick  of  Navasota.  He  was  employed  in  the 
office  of  several  different  physicians  in  the  city  and 
had  many  unusual  opportunities  to  acquire  a  practical 
knowledge  before  he  went  away  to  school.  Dr.  Wilson 
graduated  in  1891  from  the  Memphis  Hospital  Medical 
College  and  after  a  year's  work  as  an  interne  in  the 
City  Hospital  of  Memphis  returned  to  Texas  and  prac- 
ticed at  Edna  until  1893.  That  year  marked  his  return 
to  his  home  town,  and  for  the  past  twenty  years  he  has 
enjoyed  a  practice  and  a  prestige  as  a  physician  and  sur- 
geon second  to  none  in  that  vicinity.  A  man  of  alleged 
intellectual  interests  similar  to  his  father's,  Dr.  Wilson 
has  pursued  post-graduate  work  in  nine  courses  at  the 
New  York  Polyclinic  and  one  course  in  Chicago.  He 
is  active  in  organized  professional  affairs  as  a  member 
of  the  County  and  State  Medical  societies  and  the 
American  Medical  Association,  Dr.  Wilson  is  also  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  to  the  Houston  &  Texas  Central  Eail- 
way at  Navasota,  the  Mexia  cut-off,  the  main  line  of 
the  International  and  Great  Northern,  and  Madisouville 
branch,  and  also  to  the  Santa  Fe  Eailroad.  For  eight 
years  he  served  as  city  physician  of  Navasota.  finally 
resigning  his  office,  and  during  his  residence  at  Edna  was 
county  physician  in  Jackson  county. 

Dr.  Wilson  is  well  known  in  business  affairs  at  Nava- 
sota, having  organized  and  having  since  held  the  office 
of  president  of  the  Planters'  Cotton  Oil  Company  of 
that  city,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  several  local  banks 
and  other  financial  enterprises.  He  is  affiliated  with 
the    Knights    of  Pythias    and    the    Presbyterian   church, 
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but  outside  of  his  profession,  home  aud  business,  has 
little  part  in  political  or  fraternal  affairs.  He  belongs 
to  the  American  Geographical  Society,  and  has  great 
interest  in   Texas  pioneer   history. 

Dr.  Wilson  was  married  December,  1897,  to  Miss  Stella 
Ogilvy  at  Palestine,  Texas.  Her  parents  were  Thomas 
C.  and  Ada  (Horlock)  Ogilvy,  who  had  four  daugh- 
ters. Thomas  C.  Ogilvy  was  a  compress  man  and  came 
to  Texas  from  Alyth,  Scotland.  The  children  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilson  are:  Walter  O.,  Charles  O.,  and  Walter 
Travis. 

Stephen  J.  Walker.  As  a  builder  of  material  pros- 
perity and  a  promoter  of  individual  success  few  citizens 
have  a  record  that  compare  favorably  with  that  of 
Stephen  J.  Walker  of  ^'avasota,  who  has  lived  in  Texas 
since  1870,  when  he  came  to  this  state  from  Jefferson 
eountv,  Florida.  Mr.  Walker  is  a  man  of  self-attain- 
ments, began  at  the  bottom,  was  a  worker  for  wages 
and  at  almost  anything  he  could  find  to  do  during  his 
first  years  in  Texas,  and  by  his  industry  and  applied 
ability  has  gained  recognition  as  one  of  the  successful 
men  in  his  part  of  the  state. 

Stephen  J.  Walker  was  born  in  Jefferson  county, 
Florida.  April  4,  1847.  He  grew  up  on  a  plantation. 
His  father,  David  Walker,  was  born  in  Barnwell  Dis- 
trict, South  Carolina,  March  23,  1819,  had  a  fair  edu- 
cation, spent  his  career  as  a  farmer  and  planter.  Grand- 
father Joel  Walker,  who  died  in  Florida  before  Stephen 
J.,  his  grandson,  was  born,  moved  his  famUy  to  Florida 
in  1833.  His  children  were :  Jesse,  James.  Berry,  David, 
Joel  and  Jane,  all  of  whom  died  in  Florida  and  left 
large  families.  The  daughter  Jane  married  Stephen 
Lightsev.  David  Walker  died  during  the  war,  and  was 
a  Confederate  soldier  serving  in  the  same  company  as 
his  son  Stephen.  He  married  Miss  Caroline  Goodman, 
whose  father,  Eev.  Jesse  Goodman,  was  a  Baptist 
preacher  who  lived  in  Lowndes  county.  Georgia,  until 
moving  to  Florida,  and  his  daughter  Caroline  was  born 
in  Georgia.  Caroline  Walker  followed  her  son  Stephen 
to  Texas  after  an  interval  of  about  two  years,  and  died 
at  Navasota  in  1886.  Only  three  of  her  eight  children 
reached  maturity,  the  oldest  being  Stephen  J.  Emma 
married  William  Farquahr  and  lives  in  Xavasota;  and 
Eosa,  who  married  Eobert  Moore,  died  in  Navasota  and 
left  a  family  of  seven  children. 

Stephen  J.  Walker  had  an  exceedingly  limited  edu- 
cation. This  was  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  the  war 
came  on  when  he  was  about  fourteen  years  of  age, 
and  the  vears  which  most  boys  spend  in  school  were 
devoted  by  him  to  the  service  of  the  South.  The  family 
were  all  ardent  upholders  of  the  Confederacy,  and  al- 
though he  was  too  young  for  life  as  a  soldier,  he  en- 
listed in  November,  1861,  for  three  months.  He  was  in 
an  independent  company  which  did  guard  duty  on  the 
coast  at  St.  Marks,  and  his  captain  was  William  J. 
Bailey.  His  time  expired  in  February,  1862,  and  he 
was  out  of  the  service  until  1864.  when  he  re-entered  as 
orderly  sergeant  in  Company  F  of  the  First  Eegiment 
of  Florida  Eeserves  under  Captain  Barwick  and  Colonel 
J.  J.  Daniels.  This  regiment  was  engaged  chiefly  in 
guard  duty  in  the  eastern  part  of  Florida,  and  was 
at  Madison,  Florida,  guarding  prisoners  when  the  war 
ended. 

Mr.  Walker  was  still  a  young  man  of  only  eighteen 
years  when  the  war  closed,  and  he  resumed  civil  life  as 
a  farmer.  He  had  been  brought  up  under  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery,  when  all  the  heavy  labor  was  per- 
formed by  black  men,  and  it  was  not  easy  to  adapt 
himself  at  once  to  the  new  economic  situation.  When 
nearly  twenty-three  years  of  age  he  decided  to  come  to 
Texas,  and  on  February  14,  1870,  left  home,  making  the 
trip  by  a  Havana  steamer  from  St.  Marks  to  New 
Orleans,  thence  proceeding  by  rail  as  far  as  Morgan 
City,  and  thence  by  boat  to  Galveston.  He  was  alone, 
had  no  capital,  and  was  master  of  no  trade  except  such 


as  a  man  of  intelligence  and  with  capable  hands  could 
perform.  He  finally  arrived  in  Navasota,  and  used  his 
trunk  to  insure  his  payment  of  lodging  and  board  at 
the  hotel  until  he  could  establish  a  foothold.  For  a 
time  he  did  what  work  he  could  find  in  the  town,  and 
then  drifted  into  a  lumber  camp  in  Montgomery  county. 
After  a  year  he  found  emplojinent  at  logging  and  con- 
tinued to  be  profitably  identified  with  the  lumber  busi- 
ness for  about  four  years.  He  next  moved  to  Wash- 
ington county,  spent  ten  years  as  a  farmer  in  that 
section,  and  from  there  on  December  31,  1883,  came  to 
Navasota  and  was  employed  a  year  as  a  clerk  for  J.  M. 
Shaw  &  Company  in  a  cotton  warehouse.  He  continued 
in  the  same  business  as  a  partner  of  J.  W,  Eodes 
under  the  style  Eodes  &  Walker  for  four  years,  and  after 
that  the  firm  was  known  for  seven  years  as  Eodes,  Owen 
&  Company.  This  house  did  a  large  general  mercantile, 
implement,  and  warehouse  business,  and  when  the  part- 
nership was  dissolved  Mr.  Walker  took  the  warehouse 
and  has  continued  in  that  line  ever  since.  In  the  mean- 
time he  had  also  once  more  resumed  extensive  activities 
as  a  farmer,  and  now  owns  a  splendid  estate  of  five 
hundred  acres  on  Spring  Creek,  and  through  his  cultiva- 
tion of  corn  and  cotton  crops  gives  employment  to 
about  eleven  families. 

His  part  in  public  affairs  has  not  been  without  benefit 
to  his  community,  and  while  serving  as  alderman  for 
two  different  terms  the  schoolhouse  and  city  hall  were 
constructed.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and  his  only  fraternal 
affiliation  is  with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He 
■was  brought  up  in  the  faith  of  the  Baptist  church. 
Mr.  Walker  was  married  in  Washington  county,  Texas, 
on  January  17,  1872,  to  Miss  Josephine  Farquhar,  whose 
father,  James  L.  Farquhar,  was  a  Mississippian,  who 
became  a  pioneer  of  Texas.  Mrs.  W^alker  died  April 
20,  1892.  Her  two  children  were :  Annie,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Lewis  of  Navasota,  and  has  two  children, 
Jessie  and  Thaddeus;  and  Miss  Euby  Walker,  who  is 
unmarried.  On  March  28,  1893,  Mr.  Walker  married  for 
his  second  wife  Mrs.  Mary  Bassett,  of  Anderson.  Her 
father  was  Dr.  G.  M.  Patrick,  one  of  the  foremost  men 
of  influence  and  pioneers  of  Grimes  county.  Mrs. 
Walker  died  without  children  March  16,  1910. 

Hal  J.  Palmer,  M.  D.  This  energetic  gentleman, 
who,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  with  the  vigor- 
ous step  and  active  mind  of  a  man  of  sixty,  stiU  attends 
to  the  details  of  his  large  professional  interests,  and 
keeps  himself  abreast  in  knowledge  and  sympathy  of  the 
new  generation  amongst  whom  he  survives,  first  came 
to  Texas  in  1857  and  has  been  identified  with  the  medical 
fraternity  of  this  state  in  the  main  since  that  time. 
Now,  in  "a  hale  old  age,  he  is  en.ioyiug  the  fruits  of  a 
busy  and  well-ordered  life  and  sharing  the  wonderful 
progress  which  has  been  made  in  this  phenomenal  com- 
monwealth, almost  under  his  own  eyes. 

Dr.  Palmer  was  born  September  20,  1836,  and  comea 
of  a  Southern  family  and  of  secession  sympathy,  and 
his  father,  John  Palmer,  who  still  survives  at  the  age 
of  one  hundred  and  one  years,  is  "fighting  the  Civil 
war  yet. ' '  The  latter  was  born  in  the  city  of  Eichmond, 
Virginia,  in  September,  1813,  and  is  a  college  graduate 
and  a  member  of  the  Eclectic  school  of  medicine.  He 
went  to  Kentucky  from  his  native  state  when  a  boy, 
and  after  spending  some  years  at  Danville  went  to 
Bowling  Green,  where  he  married  Miss  Hannah  Curry, 
the  daughter  of  a  big  planter  of  that  county.  Later  he 
moved  to  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  and  then  to  Montgom- 
ery, in  that  state,  and  has  since  made  that  his  home. 
His'  only  child  is  Dr.  Palmer  of  this  review. 

Hal  J.  Palmer  took  up  medicine  first  in  New  York 
City,  as  a  student  under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  John 
Sneed,  right  across  the  street  from  the  Little  Church 
Around  the  Corner,  Plymouth,  and  there  began  the 
practice  under  his  preceptor  when  he  was  a  lad  of  but 
sixteen  years.     His  first   medical  education  was   in  the 
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Eegular  school  and  he  piaL'ticed  Allopathy  for  twenty 
years,  then  taking  Homeopathy  at  the  Hahnemann  Medi- 
cal College,  Chicago,  and  graduated  there  in  1869.  Sub- 
sequently he  attended  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Missouri,  in  1872,  and 
annually  for  years  took  post  ^l.■ldu;ltl■  \vc.rk  in  different 
institutions  both  of  the  Nortli  ;iii.|  tli,  s.nth.  He  began 
his  career  as  a  specialist  riylit  nrt.  i  tlu-  Civil  -n-ar,  trav- 
eling extensively  through  tin-  Simtlicin  states,  treating 
cancers  and  chronic  diseases  of  women  and  children. 
His  special  studies  have  been  chronic  diseases  and  dis- 
eases of  females,  especially  those  of  the  genital  organs. 
After  the  death  of  Dr.  Sneed,  Dr.  Palmer  returned  to 
the  South  and  to  Texas,  in  1860,  and  located  in  Burleson 
county,  where  he  was  located  at  the  time  of  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war.  He  at  once  enlisted  as  an  as- 
sistant physician  and  surgeon  with  Hood 's  Brigade, 
serving  under  Chief  Surgeon  Cantrell  in  and  about  Gal- 
veston, where  he  was  present  at  the  capture  of  that  city 
by  the  Federal  troops.  Following  the  close  of  hostili- 
ties, he  began  a  tour  of  medical  practice  which  took 
him  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  thence  to  Fort  Smith 
and  out  into  the  Choctaw  Nation,  and  practiced  among 
the  Indians  at  Muskogee.  He  went  then  to  New  Or- 
leans, and  subsequently  practiced  at  different  points  in 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Arkansas  until  1870,  when 
he  returned  to  Texas.  At  that  time  he  established  him- 
self at  Tanglewood,  Burleson  county,  and  he  has  since 
jiracticed  at  Houston  and  Galveston,  at  different  points 
in  Harris  county,  and  in  Johnson  county,  and  has  spent 
many  years  at  points  in  Grimes  county.  During  a  por- 
tion of  his  long  career  he  has  been  interested  in  in- 
firmary work  at  Brenham  with  Dr.  H.  C.  Weeks,  and  in 
a  private  sanitarium  at  Plantersville.  He  is  now  estab- 
lished in  another  at  Navasota,  and  has  been  eminently 
successful  in  his  work.  He  has  had  no  time  for  politics. 
His  step  is  still  lively,  and  his  energy  youthful,  his  am- 
bition still  active  and  his  love  for  his  profession  as  con- 
suming as  in  the  early  years  of  his  practice.  He  has 
firmly  established  himself  in  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  the  people  of  his  community,  and  his  professional 
standing  is  equally  high. 

^Vllile  a  resident  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Palmer 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Lewis,  who  died  in  Palestine, 
Texas,  leaving  a  son,  Charles  W..  of  Oklahoma  City, 
a  jeweler,  and  married.  Dr.  Palmer  was  married  at 
Navasota,  July  16,  1898,  to  Miss  Minnie  Meinike,  and 
a  son,  Albert  Whitworth,  has  been  born  to  this  union. 

General  Webster  Flanagan.  Of  the  surviving 
"elder  statesmen"  of  Texas,  none  is  better  known  and 
entitled  to  more  distinction  for  his  past  services  than 
General  Webster  Flanagan,  of  Henderson,  Texas.  He 
is  one  of  the  few  remaining  public  men  of  the  old  regime 
of  republicans  in  the  Lone  Star  state,  and  a  character 
among  the  active  and  forceful  participants  in  state 
affairs  from  and  after  the  Civil  war  until  his  recent  re- 
tirement from  a  federal  office.  He  is  the  only  brigadier 
general  now  living  appointed  by  Sam  Houston.  General 
Flanagan  belongs  to  the  era  of  pioneer  settlement  during 
the  republic,  was  a  participant  in  the  events  that  filled 
Texas  history  during  the  Confederacy,  espoused  Repub- 
lican policies  when  the  war  ended  because  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  protection,  entered  actively  into  reconstruction 
politics,  sat  in  the  law-making  bodies  of  the  state  as 
a  representative  from  his  section  during  the  military 
and  republic  rule  following  the  war,  has  been  the  recip- 
ient of  favors  from  the  various  Republican  national  ad- 
ministrations in  federal  ofSces  and  has  been  a  delegate 
to  more  national  conventions  of  his  party  than  any 
other  man  in  the  United  States.  As  one'  still  living 
from  the  old  times.  General  Flanagan  merits  special 
recognition  in  these  pages,  but  at  the  same  time  the 
memorial  of  history  should  be  extended  to  include  his 
father,  who  was  in  his  time  hardly  less  prominent  as 
a  factor  in  larger  politics. 


Webster  Flanagan  was  born  in  Breckenridge  county, 
Kentucky,  January  9,  183i,  and  was  eleven  vcars  old 
when  he  came  to  Texas  with  his  father.  Major  .lames  W. 
Flanagan  in  184.3.  In  1844,  the  family  home  was  estab- 
lished at  Henderson.  Grandfather  Charles  Flanagan 
made  a  i.'rmd  of  i\)iirli  later  generations  are  proud,  as 
:i  sni.liir  ,,t  tlir  K'rMilutionary  war,  and  was  at  one 
till!.'  Ill  rli;iiL;,'  c.i  :i  supply  train  for  the  colonists.  In 
Kciitui  ky  ;ittri  tlic  \\:u\  he  was  a  blacksmith  at  Clover- 
port,  and  a  tiatlxiat  man,  and  on  the  return  home  on 
one  trip  down  the  Mississippi  River  he  contracted 
cholera,  and  died  in  1840. 

Major  James  W.  Flanagan  was  born  in  Alliermarle 
county,  Virginia,  September  7,  Imi-I,  ami  in  ls\r,  ac- 
companied his  father,  Charles  to  Kentufky,  svitliii;:  ii. 
Boonesboro.  A  few  months  of  his  Ipoylidocl  was  spent  ;i 
attnndaiicp  .nt  the  "Old  Field  Schools,"  but  after  that 
liis  edii.alinii  was  of  a  practical  business  nature  and 
si'lt -ar.|iiir('d.  For  a  few  years  after  reaching  man- 
hdod.  )»■  was  a  horse  dealer  along  the  line  of  Virginia 
and  Kentucky,  subsequently  opened  a  stock  of  mer- 
chandise at  Cloverport,  doing  a  successful  business,  and 
finally  engaged  in  the  river  transportation  industry 
which  in  that  era  before  railroads  was  one  of  the  most 
important  undertakings  to  which  men  of  enterprise 
directed  their  energies.  Eventually  he  acquired  proprie- 
torship of  a  flotilla  of  flatboats  on  the  Ohio  River,  and 
each  year  sent  these  boats  ladened  with  hoop-poles, 
staves,  bacon,  beeswax,  and  other  common  products  of 
the  country  adjacent,  down  the  currents  of  the  Ohio,  and 
into  the  Mississippi,  as  far  as  New  Orleans,  where  the 
flatboats  were  sold  for  the  lumber  contained  in  them, 
and  the  proprietor  and  his  men  usually  found  their 
way  back  home  on  foot,  the  entire  distance  of  six  hun- 
dred miles  or  more.  That  was  his  steady  vocation,  until 
the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  had  been  fought  on  Texas 
soil  and  had  brought  liberty  to  the  patriot  Texans,  and 
then  his  heart  became  set  on  Texas,  and  he  sold  out, 
making  arrangements  to  transfer  his  residence  to  the 
new  republic. 

Major  Flanagan  went  by  boat  as  far  as  Shreveport, 
and  then  to  Slabtown,  on  the  seventeenth  meridian,  sep- 
arating Louisiana  and  Texas,  where  he  established  him- 
self as  a  farmer  and  merchant.  The  following  year  in 
1844,  and  on  the  ninth  day  of  August,  he  reached 
Henderson,  which  was  then  a  pioneer  community.  While 
in  Kentucky,  Major  Flanagan  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  and  that  office  gave  him  a  fair  knowledge  of  the 
law,  so  that  when  he  located  in  Henderson,  his  prac- 
tice of  the  law  went  along  with  storekeeping  and  farm- 
ing, and  dealing  in  land.  As  a  lawyer  he  acquired  a 
reputation  especially  as  a  successful  defender  of  causes. 
His  investment  in  lands  extended  widely,  and  his  hold- 
ings included  several  thousand  acres  about  Henderson. 

During  the  war  Major  Flanagan  submitted  reluctantly 
to  the  part  Texas  took,  and  the  state  went  out  of  the 
Union  in  opposition  to  his  advice  and  counsel.  Before 
the  war  he  had  become  a  factor  in  politics,  and  was 
elected  to  the  lower  house,  and  later  to  the  Senate. 
Among  his  varied  services  as  a  legislator,  should  be 
mentioned  the  introduction  and  work  in  securing  the 
passage  of  the  bill  rhat  yave  Texas  its  first  insane  asy- 
lum, and  secured  an  a|.|iiM|iriation  for  the  organization 
and  maintenance  ot'  that  institution.  He  also  secured 
the  passage  of  a  lull  .-htirtciiiig  the  Galveston,  Houston 
&:  Henderson  Railroad,  which  was  never  completed.  As 
to  his  early  political  affiliation,  he  possessed  the  old 
Whig  doctrine  of  internal  improvement  by  the  central 
government,  favored  a  national  bank  and  a  protective 
tariif,  and  during  the  fifties,  and  in  the  early  sixties, 
stood  with  Sam  Houston,  with  whom  he  was  on  inti- 
mate terms  of  friendship  in  opposition  to  secession. 
With  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  retired  to  his  farm, 
established  a  tanyard,  and  furnished  under  contract 
large  quantities  of  leather  to  the  quartermaster  's  depart- 
ment  of  the   Confederate   government.     When   the   war 
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ended  with  the  result  that  he  had  forecast,  he  gave 
every  evidence  nf  his  love  for  his  home  people,  and 
with  his  son  saw  that  they  were  properly  treated,  and 
in  the  neighborhood  over  which  his  influence  was  most 
potent  during  the  years  following  the  war,  no  one 
can  now  be  found'  who  suft'ered  as  others  claimed 
they  did  suffer  from  the  acts  of  the  federal  soldiers. 
And  as  an  evidence  of  the  esteem  for  him  among  his 
fellow  citizens,  and  an  acknowledgment  of  his.  con- 
duct and  efforts  in  their  behalf,  Major  Flanagan  and 
J.  H.  Parsons,  a  prominent  lawyer,  and  a  partisan  se- 
cessionist, were  both  elected  from  Eusk  county,  to  the 
reconstruction  constitutional  convention  of  1866.  The 
acts  of  that  constitutional  convention  were  not  recog- 
nized by  the  United  States  Government,  and  the  State 
of  Texas  was  accordingly  placed  under  a  provisional 
governor,  A.  M.  Pease,  dominated  by  Cleneral  Eeynolds, 
and  Governor  Throckmorton  was  deposed  from  office. 
Under  that  military  rule  another  constitutional  con- 
vention was  held  in  1868,  and  both  Major  Flanagan 
and  his  son  were  chosen  as  delegates  to  that  convention. 
At  the  election  following  the  ratification  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  1868,  and  its  acceptance  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, E.  J.  Davis  was  elected  governor,  James  W. 
Flanagan  lieutenant  governor,  and  Webster  Flanagan 
was  elected  to  the  state  senate.  Such  was  Major 
Flanagan's  standing  in  his  state,  that  the  legislature  of 
1869  elected  him  and  Morgan  C.  Hamilton  to  the  United 
States  Senate,  where  Senator  Flanagan  served  until 
March  4,  1875,  when  succeeded  by  John  Bell  Maxey  of 
Paris.  In  his  service  in  the  United  States  Congress, 
Major  Flanagan  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  post 
offices  and  post  roads,  and  was  always  a  friend  to  Texas 
people. 

Following  his  retirement  from  the  United  States 
Senate,  Major  Flanagan  left  active  politics  and  was  not 
again  in  political  life.  His  personal  affairs,  which  were 
extensive,  required  his  attention,  while  he  yet  lived,  and 
his  death  occurred  in  Longview.  September  19,  1887.  He 
is  buried  beside  his  first  wife  in  Henderson,  in  the 
family  plot  which  was  established  in  1844  when  he  lost 
his  first  wife.  Major  Flanagan  was  in  religion  a  Mis- 
sionarv  Baptist,  and  fraternally  afliliated  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Major  James  W. 
Flanagan  was  three  times  married.  His  first  wife  was 
Pollv  Miller  Moorman,  a  daughter  of  Eev.  James  T.  L. 
Moorman,  a  Baptist  preacher  in  Kentucky,  and  a  niece 
of  Bishop  John  Early  of  Virginia,  The  children  of 
that  marriage  were:  Laura,  who  married  Ben  Smith  and 
died  at  Henderson;  Webster;  Charles,  who  died  as  a 
child  in  Harrison  county,  Texas;  Marian,  who  married 
Dr.  A.  Gates  and  died  in  Henderson ;  Frances,  who  is 
Mrs.  S.  G.  Swan  of  Henderson,  and  she  and  General 
Flanagan  are  the  two  oldest  residents  of  that  city. 
The  second  wife  of  Major  Flanagan  was  Mrs.  Ware. 

General  Webster  Flanagan  grew  up  in  Henderson, 
was  educated  there  in  the  public  schools,  read  law  under 
his  father,  and  in  1851  at  the  age  of  nineteen  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  under  special  act  of  the  legislature 
permitting  Boger  Q.  Mills  and  Webster  Flanagan  to 
practice  law.  His  entrance  into  the  practical  work  of 
his  profession  was  immediate,  and  was  continued  with- 
out interruption  until  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war. 
General  Flanagan  served  in  the  Confederate  army,  though 
he  was  opposed  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  and 
when  the  final  surrender  occurred,  he  accepted  its  result 
as  a  foregone  conclusion,  and  entered  into  the  reconstruc- 
tion movement  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  render  some 
aid  in  ameliorating  the  afflictions  from  which  the  former 
Confederate  soldiers  of  the  state  were  almost  inevitably 
bound  to  suffer. 

His  election  to  the  constitutional  convention  of  1868, 
marked  his  active  entry  into  politics  as  a  Eepublican, 
and  the  beginning  of  his  long  career  in  public  life.  In 
that  election  he  ran  twenty-five  votes  ahead  of  his  father, 
and  when   a  member  at  Austin  reproved  him  for  some 


evidence  of  forwardness,  tending  to  place  himself  ahead 
of  his  ancestor,  he  replied  to  the  criticism,  with  a  re- 
mark that  he  was  the  senior  member  of  the  delegation 
from  Eusk  county,  having  polled  twenty-five  more  votes 
than  his  colleague,  his  father.  The  nomination  which 
came  to  him  as  associate  of  his  father,  gave  him  great 
pleasure,  and  it  is  one  of  the  rare  occurrences  in 
political  life  that  a  family  should  have  both  father  and 
son  participating  in  the  same  body  where  a  constitution 
for  the  Commonwealth  was  being  made.  His  election 
to  the  state  senate  enabled  him  to  add  his  vote  to  the 
majority  given  to  his  father  as  candidate  for  the  United 
States  senatorship,  and  that  likewise  is  an  honor  seldom 
given  to  a  legislator.  The  Twelfth  legislature  in  which 
he  served  was  called  the  "Eeconstruction  legislature," 
and  he  was  chosen  by  the  senate  as  lieutenant  governor 
as  the  successor  of  Don  Campbell.  Before  his  election 
to  the  lieutenant  governorship,  he  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  internal  improvements,  and  it  is  a  matter 
of  record  that  he  reported  from  the  committee  more  rail- 
road legislation  than  ever  came  from  that  committee  in 
any  other  legislature  before  or  since.  After  a  service  of 
a  year  as  presiding  ofllcer  of  the  senate  he  was  returned 
to  the  senate  from  his  county  in  1874,  and  when  the 
election  for  the  constitutional  convention  of  1875  was 
called  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  that  body,  and  thus 
like  his  father,  participated  in  the  deliberations  of  two 
constitutional  conventions  of  Texas.  When  his  term  ex- 
pired in  the  senate  he  was  not  again  a  candidate  and 
retired  to  take  up  a  business  career.  General  Flanagan 
became  prominent  in  promoting  the  Henderson  &  Overton 
Eailroad,  in  1876  was  elected  president  of  the  railroad 
company,  and  so  continued  until  the  line  was  sold  to  the 
International  and  Great  Northern  in  1882.  In  the  latter 
year  came  his  appointment  as  collector  of  internal 
revenue  for  the  Fourth  Texas  district,  with  headquarters 
at  Henderson.  In  1885  President  Cleveland  declared 
him  an  ' '  Offensive  Partisan, ' '  and  retired  him  f rcmi 
office.  In  the  four  years  interim,  his  attention  was 
given  to  private  business  affairs,  and  soon  after  his 
inauguration.  President  Harrison  appointed  him  col- 
lector of  customs  at  El  Paso,  an  office  he  held  until  the 
second  coming  of  Cleveland.  The  President  seemed  dis- 
posed to  leave  the  General  in  undisturbed  possession 
of  his  office,  but  the  latter  resigned  and  again  resumed 
private  life. 

In  the  campaign  of  1896,  General  Flanagan  was  very 
energetic  in  supporting  the  candidacy  of  William  Mc- 
Kinley  for  the  presidency,  and  secured  a  delegation 
of  Eepublicans  to  the  national  convention  at  St.  Louis  in 
perfect  harmony  with  the  McKinley  aspirations.  A 
number  of  years  before  General  Flanagan  had  made  the 
acquaintance  of  the  great  tariff  legislator,  had  sat 
in  several  national  conventions  with  him,  and  knew 
and  sympathized  with  his  political  convictions  and 
principles  perhaps  as  closely  as  any  other  man  in  the 
partv.  After  Major  McKinley 's  election,  it  was  well 
understood  that  General  Flanagan  might  select  any 
federal  place  in  Texas,  within  the  gift  of  the  president. 
Thus  the  office  of  internal  revenue  collector  of  the  Third 
District  came  to  General  Flanagan,  that  selection  having 
been  made  because  its  headquarters  were  at  Austin, 
where  a  resident  had  particular  advantages  for  his  fam- 
ily, in  the  good  public  and  private  schools,  and  the 
State  University.  General  Flanagan  has  always  been 
one  of  the  warmest  friends  and  supporters  of  the  State 
University.  When  the  entire  state  of  Texas  was  made 
into  one  revenue  district,  the  General  was  retained  as 
collector,  and  was  reappointed  by  President  Eoosevelt, 
and  by  President  Taft,  and  filled  the  office  until  Septem- 
ber 1,"  1913,  a  period  of  almost  sixteen  years. 

There  is  perhaps  one  exception  to  the  statement  that 
General  Flanagan  has  attended  more  national  conven- 
tions than  any  other  man  in  the  United  States,  but  even 
so,  his  experience  in  this  respect  is  one  of  the  note- 
worthy facts  of  political  history.     His  first  service  as  a 
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Republican  delegate  was  in  tlie  national  convention  of 
186S,  when  General  Grant  was  the  nominee  of  his  partj; 
however,  at  that  time  the  delegation  from  Texas  was  not 
seated  because  the  government  had  not  accepted  the 
state  constitution  of  1866.  In  1S72  General  Flanagan 
was  a  delegate  to  the  convention  at  Philadelphia,  and 
supported  General  Grant  for  his  second  nomination.  In 
1880  he  was  one  of  ' '  306 ' '  who  voted  thirty-six  times 
for  the  nomination  of  the  great  soldier,  and  an  appro- 
priate medal  is  among  his  heirlooms  for  his  loyalty  to 
the  Union  commander.  In  this  convention,  General 
Flanagan  made  his  noted  speech — "What  are  we  here 
for?"  A  speech  that  has  been  referred  to  by  public 
speakers  and  politicians  in  public  assemblages  ever  since. 
In  1SS4.  General  Flanagan  was  a  friend  and  champion 
of  John  Sherman  for  the  presidency,  as  he  was  also 
at  the  Chicago  convention  of  18SS,  and  when  it  was 
seen  that  the  Mansfield  statesman  could  not  be  named, 
he  voted  with  the  Texas  delegation  for  General  Har- 
rison. In  1892  the  national  convention  was  held  at 
Minneapolis,  and  there  General  Flanagan  aided  in  bring- 
ing about  the  renomination  of  Harrison.  In  this  con- 
vention an  element  of  the  party  manifested  itself  for 
William  McKinley,  and  thus  indicated  the  rising  of  a 
star  which  was  to  reach  its  zenith  four  years  later.  In 
190-1  General  Flanagan  did  his  final  convention  work  at 
Chicago  when  he  supported  Theodore  Roosevelt  for  the 
presidency,  and  witnessed  his  nomination.  During  all 
this  long  service  of  national  convention  work,  and  can- 
didate-making General  Flanagan  was  a  constant  attend- 
ant upon  state  conventions  and  a  member  of  the  state 
committee  and  an  adviser  in  the  conduct  of  national 
and  state  campaigns. 

General  Flanagan  is  a  lover  of  live  stock,  and  has 
owned  some  of  the  best  horse  blood  ever  introduced  into 
Texas.  In  his  stable  at  one  time  was  the  celebrated 
racer  "Jack  Gamble,"  and  "Highlander,"  and  he 
brought  to  the  state  tie  first  cow  from  the  Island  of 
Jersey,  the  results  of  which  are  still  visible  on  the 
dairy  farms  about  Henderson  and  over  East  Texas. 

There  are  many  interesting  phases  to  such  a  career 
and  character  as  that  of  General  Flanagan.  He  is  a 
sportsman  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term.  His  achieve- 
ments in  that  direction  began  early,  when  as  a  lad  of 
thirteen  years,  and  within  two  hundred  yards  of  where 
his  Henderson  residence  is  now  located,  he  killed  his 
first  deer.  In  passing  it  should  be  noted  that  that  resi- 
dence was  built  in  1848  and  is  still  good  for  another 
similar  period  of  existence.  The  number  of  deer  killed  by 
General  Flanagan  since  his  first  could  not  easily  be 
reckoned.  He  has  every  year  gone  to  the  wilds  of 
southwest  Texas  on  deer,  wild  hog,  catamount  and 
other  game  hunts,  and  his  home  is  filled  with  trophies 
of  the  chase,  including  many  heads  and  horns  of  the 
antlers  tribe.  General  Flanagan  affiliates  with  the 
Masonic  order,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Oddfellows 
since  18.53,  Shawnee  Lodge,  Xo.  15,  at  Henderson,  and 
is  the  oldest  in  memliprship  of  the  order  in  the  state.  He 
belongs  to  Bonita  Tyo.lijp.  Kniyhts  of  Pythias,  and  his 
membership  with  tln'  Kin-lit^  nf  Honor  began  in  1875. 
As  a  church  man  he  \\:i~  \irrn  a  U.-iptist  since  1858. 

On  December  2(1,  1,^5;;,  (Jt-iieral  Flanagan  married 
Miss  Lizzie  Graham,  a  daughter  of  Major  John  E. 
Graham  of  Nacogdoches.  Her  death  occurred  Xovember 
20,  1872.  Her  children  were:  Webster,  of  Austin; 
Charles,  who  died  in  Henderson  and  left  a  family;  Dr. 
Emmet  of  DeBerrv,  Texas;  ilarian,  who  died  as  Mrs. 
William  Elliott,  and  left  four  children;  Horace  B., 
who  married  John  Ware,  and  resides  in  Longview;  and 
Bonnie  May,  who  died  the  wife  of  Herbert  Vinson,  and 
left  a  daughter,  now  Mrs.  Thomas  of  Dallas. 

In  May,  1878,  General  Flanagan  married  Miss  Sallie 
Ware,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Levi  Ware,  whose  widow  was 
the  third  wife  of  Major  James  W.  Flanagan,  as  already 
stated  above.  The  Ware  family  came  from  South  Caro- 
lina,  but   Mrs.   Flanagan   was   born   in   Texas.     To   the 


second  marriage  of  General  Flanagan  are  the  follow- 
ing children:  Clarence,  a  farmer  at  Flanagan  in  Rusk 
county ;  Bessie  V.,  who  died  in  Austin,  May  3,  1908 ; 
John  Conklin,  a  farmer  and  ranchman  of  Zavalla 
county,  Texas;  and  Irma,  living  at  home.  The  family 
returned  to  the  old  home  in  1913  and  the  General  says 
he  is  fixing  it  up  for  his  heirs,  trusting  they  may  take 
better  care  of  it  than  he  has  and  to  love  it  as  he  has 
always. 

Alfred  Wakrex.  WhUe  his  home  in  San  Antonio  and 
Texas  has  been  of  only  brief  duration,  Alfred  Warren 
sustains  a  distinctive  relationship  to  the  metropolis  of 
the  state  as  the  founder  and  builder  of  what  is  known  as 
the  Henry  Warren  Memorial  Art  Gallery,  and  through 
this  institution  the  career  of  both  himself  and  his  hon- 
ored father  becomes  a  subject  of  interest  to  a  state  and 
community  far  removed  from  the  original  scenes  of 
their  active  careers. 

Henry  Warren,  who  was  a  distinguished  American 
artist,  was  born  in  Bath,  England,  in  1793,  came  to 
America  in  1806  with  his  brother  William,  lived  for 
many  years  in  Philadelphia,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his 
son  Alfred  in  Cincinnati  in  1877.  When  a  child  he  de- 
veloped talent  for  drawing  and  painting,  and,  though 
without  formal  instruction  in  art,  he  studied  the  designs 
made  by  others,  first  using  the  old  wood-cut  illustrations 
in  a  book  on  mythology.  His  excellence  in  the  domain 
of  art  extended  to  all  its  branches  except  sculpture.  It 
is  said  that  wherever  he  went  he  carried  pencil  and 
drawing  paper,  and  sketched  many  objects  which  he 
later  painted. 

Henry  Warren 's  first  oil  painting  was  ' '  Sir  Walter 
Scott 's  Cottage  Door, ' '  after  Gainsborough,  painted  in 
1815,  and  is  now  found  in  the  collection  contained  in 
the  Henry  Warren  Memorial  Art  Gallery  at  San  An- 
tonio. His  first  regular  work  as  an  artist,  and  the  chief 
source  of  his  livelihood,  was  as  scene  painter  for  the  old 
Chestnut  Street  Theater  in  Philadelphia.  His  brother 
William  was  lessee  and  manager  of  that  playhouse. 
During  many  long  tramps  through  the  states  of  New- 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  Ohio,  Henry  War- 
ren made  almost  countless  sketches  and  pictures  of  land- 
scapes. Many  of  these  were  drawn  in  sepia  or  India 
ink  and  are  so  perfect  as  to  resemble  steel  or  wood  en- 
gravings. Some  of  the  most  interesting  of  these  pic- 
tures are  of  cities  such  as  Trenton.  New  Jersey,  Pitts- 
burgh, Glens  Falls,  New-  York,  Marietta,  Ohio,  portray- 
ing those  localities  as  they  appeared  in  the  early  '50s, 
and  the  pictures  now  have  great  historical  value  as  local 
material  in  comparison  with  the  present  appearance  of 
the  cities.  His  range  of  work  embraced  many  subjects 
and  kinds  of  art.  He  painted  in  oil  and  water  colors, 
made  sepia,  pen  and  ink  and  pencil  sketches,  and  did  a 
great  deal  of  portraiture,  and  the  few  portraits  which 
he  sold  were  the  only  examples  of  his  art  which  he  did 
not  preserve  and  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  me- 
morial gallery  at  San  Antonio.  Many  of  his  subjects 
were  scriptural  and  others  were  taken  from  characters 
and  scenes  in  Scotch  poetry,  particularly  Walter  Scott 
and  Robert  Burns,  and  from  classical  subjects.  What 
the  artist  himself  considered  his  masterpiece,  and  one 
upon  which  he  worked  for  several  years,  is  the  painting 
called  ' '  Hymen 's  Bower, ' '  an  idyllic  scene  of  great 
charm  and  beauty.  One  of  the  interesting  small  pic- 
tures is  a  drawing  of  the  residence  of  Nicholas  Biddle 
in  Philadelphia,  the  ancestral  home  of  the  famous  Bid- 
die  family  of  that  city. 

Henry  Warren  married  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  who  was 
born  in"  Philadelphia  and  died  in  that  city  in  1861.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife,  Henry  Warren  retired  in  1862  and 
thereafter  lived  in  Cincinnati  with  his  son  Alfred  until 
his  death  in  1877.  He  had  sLx  children,  as  follows: 
William,  Henry,  Charles,  Archibald,  Mary  Ann,  and 
Alfred,  of  whom  Alfred  Warren  of  San  Antonio,  now 
eighty-three  years  of  age,  is  the  only  survivor. 
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Alfred  Warren  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1831.  For  more  than  half  a  century,  from 
1854  to  1906,  he  was  a  bookseller  and  merchant  in  Cin- 
ciimati.  His  bookstore  was  a  famous  place,  quaint  and 
interesting,  lined  throughout  with  book-fiUed  shelves, 
and  besides  was  a  veritable  curiosity  shop,  abounding 
not  only  with  everything  in  the  book  and  stationery  line, 
but  in  art  objects,  curios,  and  the  like.  Wten  he  sold 
out  his  store  and  retired  in  1906,  the  local  newspapers 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  children  had  lost 
an  old  friend.  From  its  founding  it  was  a  great  center 
for  school  children,  who  bought  their  school  books,  tab- 
Jets,  slates,  pencils,  and  other  supplies,  and  many  men 
now  distinguished  in  the  professions  or  in  business  had  in 
their  childhood  patronized  the  Warren  store,  a  place 
which  was  associated  with  many  happy  memories.  Dur- 
ing all  the  years  of  his  business  career  Alfred  Warren 
was  in  the  same  location,  although  it  was  enlarged  and 
improved  several  times.  The  place  was  originally  235 
Western  Row,  the  name  of  which  was  later  changed 
to  Central  avenue  and  the  number  changed  to  219.  It 
was  a  three-story  building  and  in  later  years  he  ex- 
tended his  store  space  and  had,  besides  the  entrance  at 
219  Central  avenue,  two  other  entrances  around  the 
corner  on  West  Sixth  street,  the  two  latter  entrances 
being  271  and  273. 

Alfred  Wlarren  married  Mary  Jane  Pinkerton,  who 
died  February  19,  1881.  Of  the  three  surviving  daugh- 
ters Mrs.  Elizabeth  Warren  Ziegler  lives  in  Cincinnati, 
while  Mrs.  Martha  Warren  Grothaus  and  Mrs.  Alpha 
Warren  Hunsdon  are  residents  of  San  Antonio. 

When  Henry  Warren  moved  from  Philadelphia  to 
Cincinnati  he  boxed  all  his  collection  of  art  works  and 
had  them  stored  in  his  son  's  establishment.  There  they 
remained  for  a  long  period  of  years,  and  neither  Alfred 
Warren  nor  any  of  the  artist's  descendants  had  any 
accurate  idea  of  what  the  boxes  contained.  The  col- 
lection became  the  property  of  Alfred  Warren  by  mat- 
ter of  inheritance,  and  when  the  latter  moved  to"  Texas 
after  retiring  from  business,  in  Cincinnati,  he  had  the 
many  boxes  opened  and  their  contents  examined.  Thus 
it  was  discovered  that  practically  the  life  work  of  Henry 
Warren,  excepting  some  of  his  portrait  paintings  and 
his  routine  work  as  a  scene  painter,  was  contained  in 
the  collection  stored  in  those  boxes.  Mr.  Warren  called 
in  several  competent  critics  to  inspect  the  pictures,  and 
on  the  basis  of  their  judgment  as  to  their  high  indi- 
vidual and  average  merit  he  determined  not  to  sell  one 
specimen,  and  brought  them  all  to  Texas.  After  two 
years  of  residence  in  Austin  he  followed  his  daughter 
to  San  Antonio,  and  in  the  meantime  had  determined  to 
build  a  memorial  to  his  father  in  the  form  of  an  art 
gallery.  The  Henry  Warren  Memorial  Art  Gallery, 
the  result  of  that  determination,  was  begun  in  1912  and 
finished  in  1914.  It  is  located  on  a  beautiful  elevation 
at  Alamo  Heights  in  the  north  section  of  San  Antonio, 
being  situated  at  the  corner  of  Yerliena  Eoad  and  Ter- 
rell Eoad  or  Via  Madre.  and  fronting  on  the  last  named 
street.  This  memorial  has  perhaps  the  peculiar  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  only  art  gallery  in  the  world  that  has 
ever  been  built  for  the  purpose  of  displaying  the  paint- 
ings and  drawings  of  a  single  artist.  The  building  is  of 
brick  trimmed  with  stone,  and  above  its  main  entrance 
is  an  art  memorial  window  with  the  name  Warren  and 
the  cornerstone  has  a  bronze  tablet  on  which  is  in- 
scribed, "Erected  to  the  memory  of  Henry  Warren, 
artist,  by  Alfred  Warren." 

Ulrich  H.  Eische.  One  of  the  most  valuable  officials 
of  the  city  of  San  Antonio  is  Ulrich  H.  Eische,  alderman 
from  the_  Fifth  ward.  With  fine  old  German  stock  as 
his  ancestry,  he  has  in  abundance  those  qualities  which 
have  caused  America  to  welcome  with  open  arms  set- 
tlers from  the  Fatherland.  Par-sighted  and  industrious, 
careful  and  patient,  Mr.  Eische  makes  an  ideal  city 
father.     He  is  a  successful  business  man,   and,  having 


lived  in  San  Antonio  for  many  years,  he  has  many 
friends  here. 

Ulrich  H.  Eische  is  the  son  of  Edward  and  Louise 
(Griesenbeck)  Eische,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Ger- 
many. They  came  to  America  with  the  Prince  Solms- 
Braunfels  colony  in  1S46,  locating  at  Xew  Braunfels, 
in  Comal  county,  Texas.  Later  they  removed  to  San 
Antonio,  and  Edward  Eische  took  an  active  part  in  the 
city's  affairs.  He  served  four  years  as  a  Confederate 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  going  out  from  New  Braun- 
fels, and  he  was  also  an  enrolling  ofticer  from  that  place. 
He  was  city  tax  collector  for  four  years  and  was  a  well- 
known  Mason  and  a  Knights  Templar.  He  died  on 
the  1st  of  August,  1898,  and  his  wife  survived  him  until 
the  loth  of  May,  1904. 

Ulrich  H.  Eische  was  born  in  New  Braunfels.  on  the 
Comal  Eiver,  May  30,  1858.  When  he  was  eight  years 
old  his  parents  removed  to  San  Antonio,  obtaining  his 
first  glimpse  of  the  city  which  was  to  be  his  future 
home,  on  St.  Patrick's  day,  1866.  He  grew  up  in  this 
city,  attending  St.  Mary's  College  and  recei^dng  his 
higher  education  from  Professor  C.  Plagge.  For  forty 
years  Mr.  Eische  has  lived  in  what  was  known  as  ' '  Irish 
Flat,"  but  which  is  now  called  the  Fifth  ward.  He  is 
the  head  and  sole  owner  of  the  Eische  Bottling  Works, 
a  prosperous  enterprise  which  manufactures  soda  water 
and  other  soft  drinks.  He  has  three  brothers  and  four 
sisters  living. 

On  February  1,  1912,  Mayor  A.  H.  Jones  appointed 
Mr.  Eische  alderman  of  the  Fifth  ward,  to  fill  an  un- 
expired term,  and  in  1913,  so  competent  had  he  proved 
and  so  satisfied  were  the  people  of  the  Fifth  ward  with 
their  representative,  that  they  returned  him  to  the  city 
council  by  a  large  majority.  He  is  valued  by  his  fellow 
councilmen  as  a  hard  working  and  conscientious  mem- 
ber. He  is  a  member  of  the  committee  on  streets, 
bridges  and  drainage  and  of  the  Commerce  street  widen- 
ing committee.  He  is  also  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  street  cleaning,  sanitation  and  hospitals. 

In  the  fraternal  world  Mr.  Eische  is  also  prominent, 
being  a  past  grand  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  at  San  Antonio,  Lodge  No.  11,  this  being  the 
largest  and  wealthiest  chapter  in  the  state.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1913,  he  received  from  this  lodge  a  A'eteran  's  Jewel 
in  honor  of  his  twenty-five  years '  membership  therein. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Sam  Houston  Camp  of  the 
Woodmen  of  the  W^orld,  a  member  of  the  Casino  Asso- 
ciation, and  is  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  San 
Antonio  Club. 

On  the  28th  of  February,  1905,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Leile  Pearl  Woods,  and  they  have  one  son,  Ulrich  H. 
Eische,  Jr.,  who  was  bom  March  27,  1910. 

Thomas  F.  Hardy.  The  financial  interests  of  Thomas 
F.  Hardy  have  been  varied  and  his  activities  have  been 
of  a  nature  proving  directly  beneficial  to  the  communi- 
ties in  which  he  has  labored  in  the  promotion  of  com- 
mercial and  intlustrial  enterprises.  As  a  citizen  he  has 
ever  wielded  an  influence  for  good,  but  has  devoted  the 
greater  part  of  his  attention  to  financial  affairs,  and  is 
president  of  the  Cameron  State  Bank,  the  Burlington 
State  Bank,  and  the  Buckholts  State  Bank,  making  his 
residence  at  Cameron.  Mr.  Hardy  was  born  in  Barbour 
county,  Alabama,  September  30,  1860,  and  is  a  son  of 
Joseph  E.  and  Martha  A.   (Patterson)  Hardy. 

Joseph  E.  Hardy  was  born  in  Bedford  county,  Vir- 
ginia, April  30,  1827,  and  there  received  a  good  educa- 
tional training  and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  family 
plantation.  As  a  young  man  he  went  to  Barbour  county, 
Alabama,  where  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  the  out- 
break of  hostilities  between  the  states  of  the  South  and 
the  North,  and,  casting  his  sympathies  with  the  Con- 
federacy, he  enlisted  in  the  ranks  of  the  Gray.  He  par- 
ticipated in  a  number  of  engagements  and  met  a  soldier 's 
death  while  with  his  command  in  Louisiana,  passing 
awav  in  1863.     Mr.  Hardy  married  Miss  Martha  A.  Pat- 
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terson,  who  was  born  in  Stuart  county,  Georgia,  June  21, 
1838,  and  after  her  first  husband's  death  she  married 
Nathan  Watson,  a  Southern  farmer,  who  died  in  Ala- 
bama. Jlrs.  Watson  passed  away  in  1875.  By  each 
of  her  marriages  there  were  three  children  born,  the 
tirst  three  being  those  of  the  first  union:  William 
Hardy,  who  is  now  deceased;  Thomas  F.  Hardy;  and 
Edward  Hardy,  who  is  deceased;  Lula,  John  and  James 
Watson. 

Thoma.s  F.  Hardy  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Pike  county,  Alabama,  whence  his 
mother  had  moved  after  the  death  of  the  father,  and 
subsequently  he  receiveil  the  benefit  of  attendance  at  a 
private  school  at  Tniv.  Alal  1:1111:1,  following  which  he  be- 
came a  student  in  ]'.:iylor  rnivnsity,  Waco,  Texas.  He 
had  reached  the  a.>;i>  of  t\viiii\  .me  years  when  he  laid 
aside  his  books  to  j(piii  tlit>  woiLI's  army  of  workers,  be- 
coming a  clerk  in  country  stores.  In  1883  he  came  to 
Milam  county  and  secured  employment  in  stores  in 
Cameron,  and  in  1885  was  made  assistant  cashier  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Cameron,  a  position  which  he 
filled  for  some  years  before  being  made  cashier.  Ho 
thus  received  an  excellent  training  in  financial  affairs, 
and  in  1906  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Cameron 
State  Bank,  of  which  he  has  since  been  president,  with 
T.  H.  Graves  as  vice  president  and  T.  A.  Eobinsou  as 
cashier.  This  is  known  as  one  of  the  solid  and  substantial 
institutions  of  this  part  of  Texas,  and  its  depositors  have 
been  attracted  to  it  through  their  thorough  confidence 
in  Mr.  Hardy's  integrity  and  reliability,  as  well  as  his' 
keen  knowledge  of  financial  affairs.  It  has  a  capital 
stock  of  $30,000  and  surplus  and  profits  of  $40,000,  and 
the  business  has  enjoyed  a  healthy  and  consecutive 
growth  ever  since  the  bank  threw  open  its  doors  for  busi- 
ness. Brooking  no  obstacles  that  could  be  overcome  by 
determined,  earnest  and  honorable  purpose,  Mr.  Hardy 
has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward  in  the  financial  life 
of  Cameron,  where  he  is  known  for  his  close  adherence 
to  a  high  standard  of  business  ethics.  He  has  been  suc- 
cessful in  his  affairs  because  he  has  given  to  them  abso- 
lute devotion  and  is  master  of  every  detail  of  his  chosen 
work.  In  recent  years  he  has  broadened  the  scope  of  his 
activities  and  at  present  is  president  of  the  Burlington 
State  Bank  and  the  Buckholts  State  Bank,  both  of  which 
are  well  patronized  institutions.  Possessing  all  the  quali- 
ties which  miike  ;i  man  successful  in  business,  his  asso- 
ciates hold  him  in  the  highest  confidcuro,  and  look  con- 
stantly to  him  for  counsel  and  leadershij.. 

Mr.  Hardy  was  married  at  C:inierou,  Texas,  December 
5,  1SS9,  to  Miss  Vance  Heflev,  of  this  citv,  daughter  of 
William  V.  and  Jane  (Crenshaw)  Helley.  au.l  to  this 
union  there  have  been  born  threr  .  liililioi,  ii:iimlv: 
Thomas  F.,  who  is  deceased;  Willi:nii  IMwm  :iinl  M:in.lc 
Vance.  Mr.  Hardy  ranks  with  the  di>t  iiiL;iii>hc.l  nprr 
sentatives  of  Masonry  in  Texas,  alliliatiug  with  the 
Knights  Templar  and  Shriners,  and  is  also  well  known 
in  the  lodges  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  In  political  matters  he  is  a 
Democrat,  but  is  not  an  active  politician  and  has  never 
sought  public  office,  although  he  has  faithfully  and  con- 
scientiously performed  the  responsibilities  of  citizenship 
as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  of  Cameron.  With 
his  family  he  attends  the  Methodist  church,  in  the  work 
of  which  he  has  been  particularly  active,  and  at  this 
time  is  serving  as  steward  and  as  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees.  While  he  is  socially  inclined  and  has  a  wide 
circle  of  warm  and  appreciative  friends,  Mr.  Hardy  is 
naturally  a  domestic  man,  and  when  not  found  absorbed 
in  his  business  affairs  is  usually  located  in  his  home, 
where  he  finds  his  greatest  pleasure. 

Maj.  Eichard  Ltles,  who.  in  the  profession  of  Ameri- 
can law  and  jurisprudence,  has  conferred  honor  upon  the 
legal  history  of  Texas,  became  one  of  the  early  members 
of  the  Milam  county  bar,  and  throughout  the  forty  years 
of  his  connection  therewith  has  maintained   a  foremost 


place  in  its  ranks.  The  law  demands  not  alone  a  high 
order  of  ability,  but  a  superior  combination  of  tact, 
learning,  patience,  and  industry,  and  the  successful 
legist  must  be  a  man  of  well  balanced  mentality,  thor- 
ighly  familiar  with  the  law  and  practice,  of  broad  and 
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formation,  and  be  absolutely  devoted 
^,  I'osscssing  these  qualities,  Major  Lyles 
'^h  |l:i.  .  in  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
I'lr  lio  li:is  been  engaged  in  practice  since 
V  levies  was  born  at  Eussellville,  Logan 
ucky,  December  16,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of 
au.l  Harriet  T.  (Feister)  Lyles. 
M.  Lyles  was  born  at  Bockville,  Montgomery 
laud,  ill  1SII7,  and  was  an  attorney  by  pro- 
uiii^  Tli:it  \.H:itioii  successfully  throughout 
I  111  l^itii.  ill  Ki'iitucky,  to  which  state  he  had 
voiiiig  iii:nilhi,i,|.  Mrs.  Lyles  was  born  at 
rginia,  in  ]mi:i,  :iii,1  mot  her  death  in  a  rail- 
■ven  children  in  the 
\.,  Thomas  H.,  and 


Archibald  M.,  all  deceased;  -Martha  E.;  Eichard;  Eobert 
J.,  deceased ;  William  W. ;  Edward  H.,  who  is  deceased ; 
May  C,  and  one  child  who  died  in  infancy. 

Eichard  Lyles  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Kentucky  until  he  was  eighteen  years  af  age,  at  which 
time  he  became  a  student  in  Lebanon  University  Leb- 
anon, Tennessee,  being  grailuated  from  that  institu- 
tion in  1857.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  his  native 
state  during  that  same  voar,  :iii.l  oiioiigcd  in  ]iractii-e 
at  Eussellville  until  tlio  '  uuiliivali  nfil,,.  ^^al  l.rlwr,.ii 
the    .South    and    the    Xoiili.       \\f    :ii     lii^t    mli^ird     tor 

service  in  the  Fourteenth    b'ouiiiinit.  'I'n s^or    IniUntry, 

and  was  discharged  in  Soptonilirr,  iMIl.  tnllowiiiL:  wlin'h 
he  re-enlisted  in  the  Xintli  K.-ntnrliy  IntHntiy.  • 'Miii|i:iiiy 
A,  and  served  for  an  extrmlo.l  ]irriii.l  tlnMrin.  In  l^'ii!: 
he  raised  the  Thirteenth  KentiK-ky  Cavalry  of  whith  he 
continued  as  major  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  Major 
Lyles'  service  was  an  exceedingly  active  one,  and  during 
it  he  was  wounded  no  less  than  three  times,  first  at 
Greenbriar,  Virginia;  second  at  Fairview,  Kentucky,  and 
third  at  Js^olin  Creek,  Kentucky.  He  was  known  as  a 
gallant  soldier  and  efficient  olliier.  and  wori  the  respect 
of  his  fellow  officers  and  the  admiration  of  his  men. 
When  the  war  had  closed  he  returned  to  his  practice 
at  Eussellville,  but  there  continued  for  a  short  period 
only,  and  in  1874.  seeking  a  new  location,  came  to 
Texas  and  settled  at  Cameron,  Milam  county.  Here  he 
has  built  lip  a  l:ui;i'  aii.l  ic|iresentative  practice,  hav- 
ing  ujioii    lll^    I lis    ill.'    11:1 s   of   some   of   the   leading 

business  lions. 's  an. I  .-.niLn-it  ions  in  this  part  of  the 
state.  His  .(iiiiic.i  ion  «iili  :i  iiiiniber  of  important  cases 
lias  111:1.1,.  liini  :i  familial  li^iii..  in  tin'  I'ourts,  wherB  his 
l.r..:i.l  !,l:l.^vl.'.|^:.■  iiii-i  lii^li  a.-.-. . iii| .1  islunents  have  won 
liini  sii,  ...s^.  Maiiii'  l,\lr~  :i^-ist,..l  111  putting  through 
the  T.  r.  A:  \V.  Kailioiol.  11. uv  :i  pan  .,f  the  M.  K.  &  T. 
Eailroad,  in  1892,  which  ..p.aai,-  l.,.tu,...n  (;i:iiiu..r  ami 
Austin,  and  was  the  genoral  niiiiniLi.'r  an.l  riL;lit-..f  wav 
man  for  this  road.  Whilo  Major  l.ylrs  ,-arri,.s  on  a 
general  practice,  his  specialty  is  criminal  law,  m  which 
he  has  been  very  successful. 

Major  Lyles  has  been  married  three  times,  his  first 
union  being  with  Mary  E.  Jones,  in  1857,  who  died  in 
ISSl.  the  mother  of  two  children ;  Eic-hard  M.  a  ri'si- 
dent  of  Temple.  Texas,  who  married  Eliiia  IJol.iiison 
and  has  two  children:  Lee  M.  and  May  G.;  and  Irby  M., 
who  married  Ida  V.  Bradley,  and  has  four  children — 
Eichard,  1.1a.  May  V.  and  Nadine.  Major  Lyles'  second 
niarriaf^e  was  to  Mrs.  Iilelia  Looney,  in"  1882,  who 
being  two  children  to  this  union — 
marrie.l  Edna  Eose,  lives  in  Wnco 
ren — Francis  D..  Colin  11.  and  Jose- 
M.,  who  is  sinule  an.l  his  father's 
law  partner.  JIajor  Lyles  was  marrie.l  in  IsOS  to 
Lucy  P.  White,  at  Waco,  she  being  a  daughter  of 
Captain  White  of  Falls  county,  Texas,  and  three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  this  union — Gladys  D.,  Hazel  K. 
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and  Mattie   C,   all   of   whom   are   single   and  live   with 
their  parents. 

Politically,  Major  Lyles  is  a  Democrat,  and  his  abili- 
ties have  been  recognized  repeatedly  by  the  people  who 
have  sent  him  to  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust,  in 
which  he  has  failed  in  no  way  to  discharge  the  duties 
devolving  upon  him.  He  has  frequently  served  as 
special  judge  of  the  district  court  of  Milam  county, 
and  was  also  county  attorney  of  Caldwell  county,  Ken- 
tucky, for  four  years.  In  1912  Major  Lyles  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  the  Confederate  Soldiers' 
Home  by  Governor  Colquitt,  but  after  thirteen  months 
resigned  his  position  in  order  to  concentrate  his  ener- 
gies upon  discharging  the  duties  of  his  profession.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Texas  Bar  Association  and  is  held 
in  high  regard  by  his  fellow  members,  who  recognize  in 
him  a  man  who  has  the  highest  regard  for  professional 
ethics,  a  valued  associate  and  a  worthy  opponent.  With 
his  family  he  attends  the  Episcopal  church.  He  owns 
his  own  residence  at  Cameron  and  is  never  as  happy  as 
when  in  his  home,  surrounded  by  his  children.  He  is 
now  reaching  his  seventy-fifth  year,  yet  still  takes  an 
active  interest  in  his  profession,  in  affairs  of  importance 
to  the  country  and  in  those  movements  which  are  mak- 
ing for  the  betterment  of  his  community.  Major  Lyles' 
life  has  been  an  exceptionally  full  one  and  in  none  of 
its  activities  has  he  failed  to  bear  himself  creditably. 

Mabvin  C.  Overton,  M.  D.  Now  regarded  as  the 
physician  with  the  largest  practice  in  Lubbock  county, 
Dr.  Overton  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  doctor 
to  locate  permanently  in  the  town  of  Lubbock.  "Within 
the  town  limits  there  were  only  one  hundred  and  twenty 
five  persons  to  whom  he  could  offer  his  services  when  he 
opened  his  office.  Dr.  Overton  by  his  own  work  paid 
his  way  through  college  and  it  has  been  his  constant  aim 
to  keep  his  ability  and  knowledge  up  to  date,  which 
he  has  done  by  close  attention  to  his  work,  and  by  post- 
graduate courses  since  beginning  practice.  He  well 
deserves  his  success. 

Dr.  Marvin  C.  Overton  was  born  in  Morganfield.  Ken- 
tucky, June  13,  1878.  His  father,  George  B.  Overton, 
was  also  born  in  Kentucky  and  now  resides  in  Lubbock, 
Texas.  His  profession  has  been  the  ministry  of  the 
Methodist  church,  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  for  a  period  of  fifty-three  years.  Bev.  Overton 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Pennsylvania  University.  His 
ancestry  was  English,  of  early  colonial  settlement,  mem- 
bers of"  which  bore  arms  during  the  Eevolution  and  sub- 
sequent generations  moved  from  Virginia  to  North  Caro- 
lina and  then  to  Kentucky.  The  maiden  name  of  Dr. 
Overton 's  mother  was  Susan  J.  Lawson,  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  and  now  a  resident  at  Lubbock.  She  was  the 
mother  rif  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  the  doctor 
being  the  fifth   in   order   of  birth. 

He  attained  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  graduated  from  the  high  school 
of  that  city,  and  pursued  his  medical  studies  and  took 
his  degrees  in  1902  from  the  University  of  Louisville. 
He  served  one  year  as  interne  in  the  University  hos- 
pital after  his  "graduation,  and  in  the  spring  of  1902 
arrived  at  Lubbock  to  begin  practice.  In  1905,  having 
established  himself  firmly  in  tiie  regard  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  patients.  Dr.  Overton  went  east  to  continue  his 
studies  by  post-graduate  work  in  the  New  York  Polv- 
clinic.  In  1910  he  again  took  a  vacation  from  his 
work  and  was  a  student  in  the  Chicago  post  graduate 
schools.  Besides  his  large  private  practice  he  has  the 
post  of  examiner  for  a  number  of  old-line  insurance 
companies,  and  secret  orders.  He  is  also,  together  with 
his  partner.  Dr.  C.  J.  Wagner,  now  conducting  the 
Overton  Sanitarium,  an  institution  with  twenty  beds, 
modernly  equipped  for  medical  and  surgical  cases. 

During  1909  Dr.  Overton  was  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Lubbock,  and  since  locating  here  has 
always   been   closely   identified   with   public    affairs   and 


business,  so  far  as  his  large  practice  would  permit.  He 
is  independent  in  politics,  and  at  the  present  time  is 
serving  as  an  alderman.  For  four  years  he  was  school 
trustee,  and  for  several  years  served  as  county  phy- 
sician of  Lubbock  county.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated 
with  the  ilasonic  Order,  including  the  Knights  Templar 
degree,  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  the 
Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security,  and  professionally  be- 
longs to  the  county,  district,  state,  and  the  American 
Medical  Association.  He  is  now  vice  president  of  the 
Lubbock  County  Medical  Society.  His  church  is  the 
Methodist. 

On  June  25,  1902,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  Dr.  Overton 
married  Miss  Georgie  T.  Robertson,  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  a  daughter  of  G.  W.  Robertson.  The  three 
children  born  to  their  marriage  are:  Marvin  C,  Jr., 
born  in  Lubbock,  April  29,  1903;  George,  born  in  Lub- 
bock, November  7,  1905;  and  Philip  R.,  born  at  Lub- 
bock, March  26,  1908. 

J.\MES  Watson,  D.  D.  S.  An  able  and  popular  repre- 
sentative of  the  profession  of  which  he  is  a  successful 
exponent  at  Cameron,  the  judicial  center  of  Milam 
county.  Dr.  Watson  here  has  built  up  a  large  and  sub- 
stantial practice,  the  extent  and  character  of  which 
attest  his  technical  skill  as  well  as  his  distinctive  hold 
upon  popular  confidence  and  esteem. 

Dr.  Watson  comes  of  stanch  Southern  lineage  and  was 
born  at  Brundidge,  Pike  county,  Alabama,  on  the  17th 
of  November,  1874.  His  father,  Nathan  C.  Wiatson, 
was  born  in  Macon  county,  Alabama,  in  1830,  and  his 
mother  was  born  at  Cuthbert,  Randolph  county,  Georgia, 
in  1836.  Her  death  occurred  in  1875,  only  a  few 
months  after  the  birth  of  her  son  James,  whose  name 
introduces  this  article.  Nathan  C.  Watson  married 
Martha  Sellers,  who  survives  him  and  who  resides  at 
Banks.  Alabama.  The  death  of  the  husband  and  father 
occurred  in  1902,  and  he  had  long  been  numbered  among 
the  representative  farmers  and  honored  citizens  of  the 
state  of  Alabama.  The  three  children  of  his  first  mar- 
riage are  Lulu,  John  and  James,  and  the  one  child  of 
his  second  union  is  Hugh,  who  remains  with  his  widowed 
mother. 

Dr.  Watson  attended  the  public  schools  of  Brundidge, 
Alabama,  until  he  had  completed  the  curriculum  of  the 
high  school,  and  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  himself 
adequately  for  his  chosen  profession  he  then  went  to 
Nashville!  Tennessee,  in  which  city  he  entered  the  de- 
partment of  dentistry  in  fine  old  Vanderbilt  University. 
In  this  institution  he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of 
the  class  of  1907,  and  from  the  same  he  received  his 
coveted  and  well  earned  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental 
Surgery.  In  the  same  year  he  came  to  Texas  and  en- 
gaged "in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Cameron, 
where  he  has  since  maintained  his  home,  where  he  has 
finelv  appointed  offices,  with  the  best  of  modern  equip- 
ment, and  where  his  practice  is  of  appreciative  and 
representative  order.  He  and  his  wife  are  popular  in 
the  leading  social  circles  of  their  home  city  and  here 
they  are  zealous  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
The  Doctor  is  a  stalwart  in  the  local  camp  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  is  liberal  and  progressive  as  a  citizen,  but 
he  is  devoted  to  his  profession  and  has  had  no  desire 
for  the  activities  of  politics.  He  is  affiliated  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of 
Pvthias  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

"On  the  23d  of  April,  1913,  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Dr.  Watson  to  Miss  George  Bowman,  daughter 
of  George  W.  Bowman,  of  Monroeville,  Texas,  and  she 
presides  as  the  gracious  chatelaine  of  their  attractive 
home  in  Cameron. 

Robert  A.  Nabours.  The  career  of  Robert  A.  Na- 
bours.  of  Cameron,  has  been  one  of  singular  interest, 
including    all   the   essentials    for    a    story    of    self-made 
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manhood  and  clearly  illustrating  the  vicissitudes  which 
occur  in  the  life  of  the  man  who  has  the  courage  of 
his  own  convictions  and  the  daring  to  grasp  opportuni- 
ties in  the  form  in  vfhich  they  present  themselves  to 
him.  As  a  lad  he  led  the  life  of  a  cowboy,  drifted 
naturally  into  the  business  of  speculating  in  cattle, 
shipped  at  one  time  more  stock  than  any  other  man 
from  Milam  county,  and  is  now  serving  ably  in  public 
office,  having  been  appointed  justice  of  the  peace  of 
precinct  No.  1,  in  1913. 

Justice  Nabours  was  born  in  MUam  county,  Septem- 
ber 17,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  Jerry  M.  and  Mary  (Stew- 
art) Nabours.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Alabama, 
born  in  1817,  was  a  local  Methodist  minister,  served  as 
county  assessor  and  collector  of  Milam  county  prior  to 
the  Civil  war,  and  as  district  clerk  and  county  clerk 
following  the  close  of  that  struggle  until  the  two  offices 
were  separated,  and  was  known  as  one  of  the  foremost 
and  most  influential  meu  of  his  community.  He  had 
come  to  Texas  when  a  3'oung  man  of  about  twenty-five 
years,  and  here  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  active 
life,  passing  away  in  ISSl.  Mrs.  Nabours,  who  was 
born  in  1822,  in  Tennessee,  survived  her  husband  until 
1894,  and  was  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  of  whom 
five  are  now  living:  William  A.;  Pamelia,  who  is  now 
Mrs.  Wheeler;  Belle,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Jones;  James  O. 
and  Robert  A. 

The  country  schools  of  Milam  county  furnished  Robert 
A.  Nabours  with  his  educational  training,  but  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  he  laid  aside  his  books  to  face 
the  world  on  his  own  account,  accepting  employment  as 
a  cowboy,  a  capacity  in  which  he  was  employed  during 
the  following  ten  years.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to 
farming  for  two  years,  and  while  thus  engaged  became 
a  speculator  in  cattle,  and  shipped  and  raised  more 
stock  than  any  one  individual  in  Milam  county.  For  a 
number  of  years  his  ventures  were  crowned  with  a  high 
order  of  success,  but  circumstances  over  which  he  had 
no  control  caused  the  failure  of  several  of  his  large 
transactions,  and  for  a  time  he  was  compelled  to  accept 
heavy  reverses.  However,  it  is  not  in  Mr.  Nabours' 
nature  to  become  disheartened,  and  he  has  since  re- 
cuperated his  losses  and  is  known  as  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial business  men  of  his  community.  He  has  al- 
ways been  straightforward  in  his  dealings,  has  been 
content  to  accept  conditions  as  he  has  found  them,  and 
to  make  the  most  of  whatever  chances  have  come  his 
way.  His  associates  have  had  every  reason  to  trust  him 
implicitly  and  his  reputation  is  that  of  a  man  of  high 
liusiness  integrity  and  stalwart  personal  worth.  It  was 
probably  the  possession  of  these  qualities  that  gained 
him  the  appointment  as  justice  of  the  peace  of  precinct 
No.  1,  in  1913,  an  office  in  which  he  has  shown  himself 
capably  fitted  for  the  discharge  of  its  responsibilities, 
and  a  "man  of  impartiality  and  exeelleut  judgment.  His 
politics  coincide  with  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party,  in  the  ranks  of  which  he  is  known  as  a  strong 
and  influential  factor  in  Milam  county. 

Mr.  Nabours  was  married  March  15,  1877,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride  in  Milam  county,  to  Miss  Rebecca 
Poteet,  daughter  of  J.  B.  Poteet.  She  was  born  in 
Mississippi,  but  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  was  brought 
to  ililam  county,  and  this  has  since  been  her  home.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Nabours  have  a  comfortable  home  at  Cameron 
and  are  the  parents  of  five  children — Lula  P.,  May 
Ethel,  Willard,  Parolee,  and  Homer.  Of  these,  Lula  P. 
married  John  House,  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
at  Cameron,  and  has  one  child,  ilaourine.  May  Ethel 
married  Herbert  Massingale,  a  farmer  of  Milam  county, 
and  has  four  children — Robert,  LeRoy,  Rebecca,  and 
Mildred.  Willard  married  Mollie  Lascoski,  of  Cameron, 
is  an  auditor  of  Oklahoma,  and  has  one  son,  Don. 
Parolee  married  C.  M.  Davis,  a  civil  engineer,  and  they 
reside  at  Fort  Worth  and  have  one  child,  Martha  Zoe. 
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Arthur  V.  Smith.  Manager  of  the  Cameron  Herald 
Arthur  V.  Smith  is  one  of  the  successful  newspaper 
men  of  central  Texas.  He  has  been  through  all  the 
grades  of  service  in  the  fourth  estate,  from  devil  to 
editor,  has  written  leading  articles  and  performed  the 
various  mecLauical  duties  of  the  composition  and  print- 
ing room,  and  with  his  mature  ability  in  the  newspaper 
held  IS  also  a  popular  and  progressive  citizen  of  his 
home  community. 

Arthur  V.  Smith  was  born  in  Robertson  county,  Texas 
October  6,  1881.  His  father,  B.  D.  Smith,  known  more 
generally  as  Bird  Smith,  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1853, 
came  to  Texas  after  the  war,  and  followed  the  voca- 
tion of  bookkeeper.  His  death  occurred  in  1894.  The 
mother,  Octavia  Welborn,  was  born  in  Mississippi  in 
1859  and  now  lives  at  Groesbeck,  in  Limestone  county, 
Texas.  There  were  five  children — Lamar,  Arthur  V., 
May,  Emmett,  and  Belle.  The  son  Lamar  is  a  rail- 
way attorney  and  married  Maud  Campbell;  May  is  the 
wife  of  B.  B.  Smith,  a  merchant;  Emmett  is  a  con- 
tractor and  is  unmarried,  while  Belle  is  also  unmarried 
and  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Limestone  county. 

Arthur  V.  Smith  received  his  education  chiefly  at 
Thornton,  in  Limestone  county.  At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen he  began  learning  the  printer's  trade  in  an  office 
in  that  county,  and  in  1909  came  to  Cameron  and  spent 
five  years  with  the  Milam  County  Enterprise.  In  1913 
he  acquired  an  interest  and  was  made  manager  of  the 
Cameron  Herald,  and  his  aggressive  policy  and  hard 
work  has  placed  this  newspaper  on  a  sound  financial 
basis  and  has  made  it  one  of  the  best  mediums  of  news 
and  advertising  in  Milam  county. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  Democrat  and  has  no  particular  church 
affiliations.  He  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World.  At  Cameron  on  Christmas  Day  of 
1909  he  married  Sallie  Stone,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joe  Stone,  of  Thorndale,  Texas.  They  have  one  chUd, 
Elva  Lois.  This  daughter  in  May,  1913,  at  the  baby 
show  held  in  Cameron,  was  awarded  the  first  prize  for 
beauty  for  children  between  two  and  four  years  of 
age,  and  this  honor  is  naturallv  one  of  which  the 
parents  are  proud. 

John  R.  Young.  A  Cameron  merchant  and  business 
man  whose  success  has  been  much  greater  than  the 
brevity  of  his  years,  John  R.  Young  is  proprietor  of  the 
Red  Cro.ss  drug  store  and  has  many  interests  which 
identify  him  permanently  with  that   community. 

John  R.  Young  was  born  near  Brenham,  in  Washing- 
ton county,  Texas,  April  6,  1886.  His  father.  Dr.  Ed- 
i^in  R.  Young,  who  was  born  in  T.iiiiisi.in.i  in  lv|7  ;,ii,l 
was  brought  to  Texas  when  nine  \r:ii<  ,,|'  .i^,,  li.i^  ],:\C[ 
a  long  and  successful  career  ;is  .i  plix -.iri.in  .mJ  n.nv 
lives  in  Brenham.  The  mother,  wlm^,.  ni;ii.lfii  iimne 
was  Willie  Jameson,  was  born  in  Talladega  county 
Alabama,  in  1854.  There  are  four  children  and.  be- 
sides John  R.,  their  names  are:  Stella  Knolle,  who  lives 
at  Seguin;  Ernest,  whose  home  is  in  Jaeksboro,  Texas, 
and  Robert,  who  lives  at  Brenham,  in  Washington 
county. 

John  R.  Young  was  educated  at  first  in  the  Webb 
School  at  Belle  Buckle,  Tennessee,  and  at  the  Barnes 
School  at  Montgomery,  Alabama,  graduating  in  1899. 
In  1905  he  was  graduated  Ph.  G.  from  the  pharmacy 
department  of  the  University  of  Texas.  That  gave 
him  a  profession  which  he  followed  as  prescription 
clerk  at  various  points  in  Texas  until  1913.  In  that 
year  Mr.  Young  est  alili  shed  the  Red  Cross  drug  store 
in  Cameron,  opening  for  business  on  the  1st  of  June, 
and  has  since  built  up  a  large  trade  and  has  made  his 
store  headquarters  for  the  public  in  that  town.  Mr. 
Young  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Cameron  Herald. 

He  is  a  steward  in  the  Methodist  church,  and  in  poli- 
tics is  a  Democrat.  At  Jaeksboro,  Texas,  on  Novem- 
ber 9,  1903,  Mr.  Young  married  Esther  Gabbler,  whose 
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home  was  originally  in  Kansas.     They  are  tbe  parents 
of  one  child,  Lueile. 

Captain  Daniel  McDowell  Short.  The  late  Cap- 
tain Short,  whose  death  occurred  at  Center,  in  Shelby 
county,  Texas,  on  April  S,  1902,  was  a  distinguished 
Texan,  one  of  the  strong  characters  of  his  day  and 
generation,  and  his  death  made  a  chronicle  marked  with 
regret  by  people  throughout  the  state.  After  leaving 
his  native  commonwealth  of  Delaware,  Captain  Short 
was  a  citi7en  of  three  successive  governments — the  Texas 
Eepublic,  the  Confederacy  and  again  of  the  United 
States,  and  he  fought  valiantly  as  a  soldier  in  two  wars. 

Captain  Daniel  M.  Short  was  born  at  Smyrna,  Dela- 
ware, December  14,  1S19.  At  an  early  age  he  lost  his 
parents,  but  received  a  liberal  education,  according  to 
the  standards  of  his  time.  Coming  to  Texas  in  1842, 
he  tirst  located  at  Marshall  in  Harrison  county,  but 
later  went  to  Sabinetown  in  Sabine  county,  where  he 
pursued  the  study  of  the  la\Y  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  i-n  1845,  at  Milam,  Sabine  county.  He  had  made  the 
acquaintance  of  and  became  a  lifelong  friend  of  O.  M. 
Eoberts,  one  of  the  great  men  of  the  state,  becoming 
afterward  governor  of  Texas,  and  Senator  of  the  United 
States,  besides  being  Colonel  of  three  regiments  in  the 
Confederate  States  Army.  Theirs  was  a  deep  and  gen- 
uine friendship  that  lasted  all  their  lives,  more  than  half 
a  century,  and  was  reciprocally  advantageous.  Cap- 
tain Short  became  a  partner  in  law  practice  with  Mr. 
Roberts  in  1846  at  Shelbyville,  which  was  then  the  county 
seat  of  Shelby  county.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Mexican  war  he  received  from  President  Polk,  through 
Congressman  David  S.  Kaufman,  in  whose  oiEce  he  had 
studied  law  at  Sabinetown,  a  lieutenant's  commission  in 
the  United  States  army.  He  was  attached  to  the 
Twelfth  United  States  Infantry,  and  served  in  General 
Scott 's  army  throughout  the  war,  being  presumably  in 
command  of  his  company  in  all  the  battles  of  the 
campaign.  Eeturning  to  Shelbyville,  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  law,  and  soon  became  a  prominent  figure  in 
state  politics.  He  was  a  delegate  to  all  the  state  and 
congressional  conventions  in  the  decade  preceding  the 
Civil  war  and  for  twenty  years  afterward.  He  had  deep 
convictions  on  political  and  economic  questions,  and 
belonged  to  the  school  of  the  strict  Constructionists  of 
the  Federal  Constitution  as  applied  to  the  rights  of  the 
States.  He  was  an  active  associate  with  his  friends, 
O.  M.  Eoberts,  James  Pinckney  Henderson,  and  other 
patriots  holding  similar  political  views,  in  leading  the 
opposition  in  Texas  to  Sam  Houston  and  his  followers 
on  the  issues  of  annexation  of  Texas  and  later  of  se- 
cession. In  1859  Captain  Short  was  elected  and  served 
as  a  member  of  the  famous  eight  legislature,  whose 
roster  contained  the  names  of  some  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  that  Texas  has  produced,  men  who  were 
leaders  in  shaping  the  destinv  of  the  state.  It  was  this 
body  which  elected  Louis  T.  Wigfall  United  States 
Senator  over  Sam  Houston,  a  fact  in  which  Captain 
Short  took  much  pride  and  was  entitled  to  much  credit. 
He  was  also  elected  and  served  as  a  member  of  the 
famous  secession  convention  at  Austin,  his  old  law  part- 
ner, O.  M.  Eoberts,  being  its  president.  Prom  Austin, 
when  the  work  of  the  convention  was  completed,  he 
hurried  back  to  Shelby  county,  raised  and  became  cap- 
tain of  the  first  company  raised  in  the  county.  Company 
E,  which  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Third  Eegiment  of 
Cavalry,  commanded  by  Colonel  Greer,  and  in  the  brigade 
commanded  by  General  Hogg.  This  company  unfurled 
the  first  Confederate  flag  in  east  Texas,  and  a  finer  or 
better  equipped  body  of  men  the  sun  never  shone  on. 
That  flag  was  made  by  Captain  Short's  mother-in-law, 
Mrs.  Melita  Ballard  Eatliff,  the  Captain  having  mar- 
ried her  daughter,  Miss  Evaline  Ballard.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  war  Captain  Short  served  with  distinc- 
tion in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  In  1866,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Eleventh  legislature,  which 


elected  O.  M.  Eoberts  United  States  Senator  over  John 
Hancock,  who  had  renegaded  to  the  North  during  the 
war.  Later  he  again  served  in  the  legislature,  in  1873. 
This  legislature  was  acclaimed  "the  deliverer  of  the 
people,"  as  indeed  it  was.  From  1866  to  1892  Captain 
Short  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  his  district  and  county,  and  continued  a  lead- 
ing and  powerful  influence  in  state  politics  until  1896. 
From  1878  until  1886  he  also  served  as  inspector  of 
the  state  penitentiaries,  receiving  the  appointment  from 
Governor  O.  M.  Eoberts,  for  twenty  years  his  law  part- 
ner. His  withdrawal  from  active  membership  in  the 
party  was  the  result  of  the  Chicago  platform  adopted 
in  that  year,  he  opposing  the  so-called  free  silver  plank. 
In  the  ensuing  election  he  failed  for  the  first  time  in  a 
long  and  strenuous  political  life  to  cast  his  vote  for  the 
nominees  of  the  Democratic  party. 

In  1886  Captain  Short  formed  the  law  partnership  of 
D.  M.  Short  &  Sons,  consisting  of  himself  and  two  sons, 
Hugh  B.  and  Carroll  B.  Short.  The  latter  son  is  since 
deceased.  Captain  Short  remained  in  the  practice  of 
the  law,  in  an  advisory  capacity,  almost  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  April  8,  1902.  From  Shell^y- 
vUle,  the  old  county  seat  of  Shelby  county,  when  he 
lost  by  fire  most  of  his  books  and  papers  as  well  as 
his  home,  he  moved,  in  1876,  to  Center,  the  new  seat  of 
justice,  and  made  his  home  there  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life. 

Throughout  his  career,  a  conspicuous  figure  and 
a  prominent  participant  in  many  stirring  public  dramas, 
he  carried  no  .Trnis,  had  no  personal  encounters,  and 
was  immensely  res|ioited  by  all  the  people  with  whom  he 
became  intimately  asso'-iated  without  having  his  veracity 
impeached  or  his  integrity  questioned  even  by  his  bitter- 
est enemy. 

Hox.  Hugh  B.  Short.  For  a  period  of  more  than 
seventy  years  members  of  the  Short  family  have  been 
prominent  in  east  Texas,  as  soldiers,  lawyers,  statesmen 
and  as  vigorous,  public  spirited  citizens,  always  leaders 
in  their  respective  communities. 

The  Hon.  Hugh  B.  Short,  the  surviving  son  of  Captain 
Daniel  M.  Short,  and  who  has  added  to  the  distinction 
of  the  family  in  the  field  of  law,  was  born  at  Shelbyville, 
Shelby  county,  Texas,  April  24,  1856.  His  early  school- 
ing was  received  in  Shelby  county,  and  his  experience 
in  public  affairs  began  at  an  early  age,  when  he  became 
a  page  in  the  house  of  representatives  at  Austin.  Through 
Congressman  Herndon  he  received  an  appointment  to 
the  United  States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 
After  passing  the  required  examination  he  started  for 
West  Point,  but  was  compelled  to  return  when  attacked 
by  a  "  white  swelling, ' '  which  has  caused  him  to  be 
lame  ever  since.  Through  a  long  invalidism  he  took 
up  the  study  of  law,  pursuing  it  most  of  the  time  while 
in  bed,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Center  in  1882. 
A  few  years  later,  he  became  an  associate  of  his  father, 
and  since  that  time  has  been  a  very  busy  practitioner, 
handling  a  large  business  in  both  civil  and  criminal 
practiced  His  record  places  him  in  the  front  rank  of 
east  Texas  attorneys,  and  since  he  took  up  the  practice 
he  has  participated  in  at  least  one  hundred  trials  of 
men  charged  with  murder,  and  more  than  five  hun- 
dred involving  titles  to  land.  Before  beginning  prac- 
tice and  when  only  twenty-one  years  of  age,  Mr.  Short 
was  appointed  clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Shelby 
county,  and  subsequently  was  elected  without  opposition, 
so  that  he  served  four  years  in  that  position.  In  1884  he 
was  appointed  by  Governor  John  Ireland  district  attor- 
ney, and  filled  out  an  unex-pired  term,  with  great  credit  to 
himself  and  much  benefit  to  the  state. 

The  home  life  of  Mr.  Short  has  been  delightful  and 
happy.  Mrs.  Short,  who  before  her  marriage  was  Miss 
Mattie  Weatherred,  was  born  in  Sabine  county,  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Senator  W.  W.  Weatherred.  '  Their  five 
children  are:     Hoya  B.  Short,  who  is  now  a  practicing 


A^tk^H^'^c  h^.  f/ivd: 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


2011 


lawyer  and  junior  partner  with  his  father;  Miss  lo 
Short,  Miss  Evaline  Ballard  Short,  Wallace  Weatherred 
Short  and  Daniel  Maurice  Short. 

Ernest  M.  Belk.  The  manager  of  the  Cameron 
office  of  the  South  Western  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Company  is  a  young  man  in  years,  but  has  demon- 
strated exceptional  capacity  for  handling  the  duties  of 
his  technical  and  business  office,  and  on  the  basis  of 
what  he  has  already  accomplished  has  a  tine  career 
ahead  of  him. 

Ernest  M.  Belk  was  born  at  Bartlett,  in  Williamson 
county,  Texas,  June  17,  1888.  His  father,  Lucian  L. 
Belk,  born  in  Alabama  in  1867,  was  brought  to  Texas 
when  fifteen  years  of  age,  the  family  settling  in  Wil- 
liamson county,  and  he  has  followed  the  business  of 
machinist,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  was  Emma  B.  Burk,  and  she  was 
born  at  Little  Rock,  Arkiuisas.  in  1S69.  Their  three  chil- 
dren are:     Ernest,  Mattie  May  and  Bessie  Lee. 

Ernest  M.  Belk  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Bartlett,  graduating  from  the  high  school 
in  1906.  That  was  followed  by  a  business  course  in 
a  commercial  college  at  Waco,  and  after  finishing  in 
shorthand  and  typewriting  in  1908,  he  became  a  clerk 
for  the  South  Western  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany. From  his  duties  as  clerk,  which  he  performed 
with  an  efficiency  and  fidelity  that  is  one  of  his  chief 
characteristics,  he  was  promoted  in  1913  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  Cam«ron  office,  and  has  introduced  a 
great  deal  of  system  and  promptness  into  that  part 
of  the  great  business  of  which  he  has  supervision. 

On  April  20,  1912,  at  Cameron,  Mr.  Belk  married 
Delia  G.  Aycoek,  daughter  of  Terrell  W.  Aycock,  of 
Milam  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Belk  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  being  a  good  business  man,  is  a  popular  and 
public  spirited  citizen.  Outside  the  duties  of  his  office 
as  manager  of  the  telephone  company,  he  is  a  fancier 
and  raiser  of  thoroughbred  Ehode  Island  Red  chickens, 
and  keeps  a  flock  of  about  one  hundred  of  those  fowls. 

PoRTEK  Stevens.  Among  the  public  officials  of  Milam 
county  who  have  given  evidence  of  their  general  fitness 
for  office  within  the  gift  of  the  people.  Porter  Stevens, 
county  tax  collector,  has  rendered  distinctly  helpful 
services.  He  has  long  been  identified  with  public 
office  in  ililam  county  and  has  been  the  incumbent  of 
his  present  office  since  1910,  his  re-election  in  1912  com- 
ing as  recognition  and  appreciation  of  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  discharged  his  duties  during  his  first 
term,  and  at  all  times  has  stood  high  in  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  people.  Mr.  Stevens  is  a  native  of 
Milam  county,  Texas,  and  was  born  ilarch  14.  1861,  a 
son  of  Silas  R.  and  Margaret   (Zellner)    Stevens. 

Silas  R.  Stevens  was  born  in  Tennessee  and  came  to 
Texas  in  young  manhood,  settling  in  Milam  county, 
where  he  resided  until  enlisting  for  service  during  the 
Civil  war.  His  army  experiences  proved  too  much  for 
his  resistance,  and  he  parsed  away  in  1S6.5.  Mrs. 
Stevens  was  born  in  Milam  county,  Texas,  and  after 
the  death  of  her  first  husband  married  B.  P.  Hasty,  a 
farmer,  who  died  in  1890,  Mrs.  Stevens  passing  away 
in  1886  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years.  By  her  first 
union  Mrs.  Stevens  was  the  mother  of  five  children — • 
W.  Francis,  Henry  and  Wesley  A.,  who  are  deceased; 
Porter  and  Marion  S. 

Porter  Stevens  attended  the  public  schools  of  Milam 
county,  at  Salem,  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  and  then  began  farm  work,  being  engaged  therein 
until  his  twenty-second  year.  In  1884  he  was  elected 
constable  of  the  first  precinct,  at  Cameron,  later  became 
deputy  sheriff  of  Milam  county,  a  position  which  he  held 
for  two  years,  then  held  a  like  position  for  four  years, 
and  in  1892  went  to  Rockdale,  where  for  six  years  he 
was   engaged  in   the  livery  business  with   a   fair   meas- 


ure of  success.  Following  this  he  was  constable  of 
precinct  No.  4  for  four  years,  and  for  two  years  was 
a  member  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  and 
succeeding  this  returned  to  the  farm,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1907.  In  190S  he  again  entered  business 
as  the  proprietor  of  a  meat  market  at  Rockdale,  and 
continued  his  operations  until  1910,  when  he  was 
elected  tax  collector  of  Milam  county,  an  office  to 
%vhich  he  was  re-elected  in  1912.  Mr.  Stevens'  entire 
public  service  has  been  characterized  by  strict  atten- 
tion to  duty  and  a  conscientious  performance  of  the 
services  of  his  office,  and  the  high  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held  was  evidenced  in  1913  when  he  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Tax  Collectors'  Association  of  Texas,  at 
the  convention  held  at  Fort  Worth,  Mr.  Stevens  is  a 
stalwart  Democrat  and  wields  a  wide  influence  in  his 
county  and  is  a  leading  factor  in  its  councils. 

On  December  26,  18S8,  Mr.  Stevens  was  married 
to  Miss  Mattie  P.  Massy,  who  died  Xovember  IS,  1890, 
the  mother  of  one  child,  Milton  P.  Mr.  Stevens  was 
married  December  28,  1893,  to  Miss  Lidu  Pickens, 
daughter  of  John  F.  Pickins,  of  Milam  county,  and 
three  children  have  been  born  to  them— Ada  C,"  Elinor 
and  Porter  Z.  Milton  P.  Stevens  married  Miss  Abilene 
Hefly,  daughter  of  J.  H.  Hefly,  of  Milam,  and  is  clerk 
of  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  at  Cameron.  Ada  C.  Stevens 
is  one  of  the  popular  school  teachers  of  Milam  county. 

Mr.  Stevens  makes  a  hobby  of  his  farming.  He  is 
widely  known  throughout  this  section  and  has  nu- 
merous friends  among  men  in  all  the  leading  political 
parties. 

James  W.  Wooslet.  The  Woosley  famUy  has  been 
identified  conspicuously  with  merchandising  in  Fannin 
and  Grayson  counties  for  a  third  of  a  century,  and  the 
business  enterprise  of  its  members  has  been  a  factor 
in  the  life  of  Whitewright,  Trenton  and  Leonard  dur- 
ing the  period  of  greatest  development  in  those  places. 
Seldom  does  one  famUy  combine  in  itself  more  emi- 
nent qualities  of  business  activity  than  that  of  Woosley. 
Foremost  among  the  figures  of  this  commercial  house 
was  the  late  James  WL  Woosley,  whose  career  closed 
in  death  at  Trenton  on  November  4,  1908.  The  chief 
facts  in  his  individual  life  and  in  the  record  of  his 
antecedents  and  of  his  descendants  are  told  in  suc- 
ceeding paragraphs. 

James  W.  Woosle.y  was  born  at  Van  Buren,  Ar- 
kansas, September  3,"  18.58.  His  father  was  James  B. 
Woosley,  who  was  born  in  18.38  in  the  state  of  Mis- 
souri. The  grandfather  was  5Ia.j.  James  Woosley,  who 
bore  a  commission  from  the  Confederate  government 
as  a  battalion  commander.  James  B.  Woosley  was  a 
lieutenant  in  his  father 's  command.  James  B.  Woos- 
ley during  his  earlier  career  followed  farming  and 
stock  raising,  and  in  1882  Ma.jor  James  and  James 
Woosley  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Whitewright, 
Texas,  under  the  name  James  Woosley  &  Son,  These 
were  respectively  the  grandfather  and  the  father  of 
the  late  James  W.  Woosley.  For  more  than  thirty 
years  James  B.  Woosley  has  been  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  and  civic  factors  of  Whitewright.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Matthews,  and  their  children  were 
as  follows :  James  W. ;  Susie,  who  married  John  Lind- 
say and  died  in  Whitewright ;  Gillam,  whose  address  is 
unknown ;  Sarah,  who  married  A.  T,  Phillips,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  J.  B.  Woosley  &  Phillips  at  White- 
wright ;  and  Julia,  who  married  J.  J.  Llewellyn  and 
lives  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Texas. 

James  W.  Woosley  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  suliscquently  attended  college  at 
Sulphur  Springs,  Texas,  for  two  years.  In  1864,  when 
he  was  six  years  of  age,  the  family  had  come  to  Texas, 
settling  first  in  Cass  county,  where  they  lived  about  one 
year,  and  then  moved  to  Emory,  in  Raines  county. 
Reared  on  a  farm,  James  W.  Woosley  engaged  in  that 
vocation  for  himself  after  his  marriage  and  spent  ten 
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years  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  in  Kaines  and  Hopkins 
counties.  In  1891  he  was  induced  to  enter  mercantile 
life  as  a  clerk  for  his  father  in  Whitewright.  He  sub- 
sequently became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  J.  B.  Woos- 
ley  &  Son.  His  entry  into  the  business  gave  the  house 
new  life,  and  its  volume  of  trade  and  popularity  ex- 
tended beyond  the  commercial  limits  of  Whitewright 
and  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  son  in  a  busi- 
ness at  Leonard.  In  1898  he  opened  a  hardware  and 
implement  house  in  the  last  named  place,  while  main- 
taining his  residence  at  Whitewright  until  1905,  when 
J.  B.  Woosley  &  Son  sold  out  and  the  son  moved  to 
Trenton  and  opened  a  similar  business  as  J.  W.  Woos- 
ley &  Sou,  thus  making  an  opportunity  for  his  own  son 
to  engage  in  business.  This  store,  chief  of  its  kind 
at  Trenton,  and  ranking  with  the  leading  stores  of 
Fannin  county,  began  business  February  1,  1905,  and 
was  driven  with  all  the  force  of  a  veritable  engine  of 
humanity  until  its  machinery  became  clogged  by  dis- 
ease, but  work  was  stopped  only  when  the  fires  of 
energy  refused  longer  to  burn.  Few  men  have  been 
endowed  with  the  qualities  possessed  by  the  late  James 
W.  Woosley,  who  was  familiarly  known  by  the  name  of 
' '  Louis, ' '  a  nickname  which,  given  him  in  boyhood, 
was  associated  with  him  throughout  his  life.  He 
weighed  225  pounds,  was  possessed  of  a  sunny  dis- 
position, won  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all, 
made  friends  with  children  and  chums  with  his  own, 
and  was  a  type  of  jolly  good  nature.  His  business 
enterprises  were  successful  because  he  was  a  real  mer- 
chant and  a  born  business  man.  He  had  convictions, 
was  nevertheless  inoffensive  in  his  expressions  of  opin- 
ion, and  observed  no  practice  of  policy  in  local  poli- 
tics. He  was  as  forcibly  against  a  bad  man  as  he  was 
for  a  good  one  who  sought  office,  and,  although  a 
Democrat,  he  did  not  always  lend  his  aid  to  candi- 
dates of  that  persuasion.  He  had  no  ability  as  a 
speaker,  but  talked  freely  and  with  earnestness.  He 
was  not  a  professor  of  religion,  but  admitted  the  good 
influence  of  the  church.  The  estate  left  by  him  was 
a  mouument  to  his  achievements  and  told  in  stronger 
terms  than  words  of  the  genius  of  a  man  of  small 
capital  and  who  for  many  years  was  a  borrower. 

James  W.  Woosley  married  Emma  Huffman,  who 
was  born  in  Hopkins  county,  Texas,  in  1864,  a  daugh- 
tel  of  David  M.  and  Louisa  (Voss)  Huffman.  David 
M.  Huffman,  who  was  second  in  a  family  of  seven 
children,  three  boys  and  four  girls,  was  born  in  Ala- 
bama, in  November,  1830,  and  died  after  a  career  as 
a  farmer  and  slave-holdiug  planter  in  1868.  In  his 
early  youth  a  horse  had  fallen  on  him  and  left  him  a 
cripple,  but  in  spite  of  this  handicap  he  gave  good 
service  as  a  Confederate  soldier  and  was  a  guard  at 
Tyler  throughout  the  war.  Louisa  Voss,  who  was  sixth 
in  a  family  of  six  children,  two  boys  and  four  girls, 
was  born  in  Middle  Tennessee  in  April,  1830,  and 
died  in  1888.  Besides  Mrs.  James  W,  Woosley,  the 
children  of  David  Huffman  and  wife  were  as  follows: 
George,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary,  whose  husband, 
F.  H.  Peoples,  a  farmer  of  Point,  in  Raines  county, 
died,  leaving  her  two  children,  whose  names  are  Low 
and  David  S. ;  David  Ora,  who  died  in  infancy;  H.  L., 
whose  home  is  in  Holdenville,  Oklahoma,  and  whose 
first  wife  was  Martha  Hargroves,  and  second  wife  was 
Marietta  Johnson,  was  the  father  of  five  children,  and 
the  three  now  living  are  Maud,  Lawrence  and  Lester; 
and  David  M.,  Jr.,  who  lives  in  Hope,  Arkansas.  The 
children  of  James  W.  Woosley  and  wife  were  as  fol- 
lows: Clarence,  whose  individual  career  is  sketched 
in  the  following  paragraphs;  James  M.,  who  died  when 
about  five  years  of  age;  Bettie  Lou,  who  is  the  wife  of 
W.  K.  Foster,  a  capitalist  and  retired  farmer  and  a 
director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Trenton;  and 
isessie  P.,  who  is  the  wife  of  James  Butler,  engaged  in 
farming  near  Krum,  in  Denton  county. 

Clarence  Woosley,  who  is  now  manager  of  the  busi- 


ness of  J.  W.  Woosley  &  Son  at  Trenton,  and  who  is 
descended  through  three  or  four  generations  of  suc- 
cessful merchants  and  business  men,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 6,  1883,  at  Point  in  Eaines  county,  Texas.  He 
was  educated  at  Whitewright,  in  Grayson  College,  and 
grew  up  in  the  atmosphere  of  mercantile  affairs.  On 
becoming  of  age  he  was  made  a  partner  in  the  Trenton 
business,  and  became  manager  after  his  father's  death, 
and  in  1911  established  a  branch  house  at  Leonard, 
in  addition  to  which  he  exercises  general  supervision 
over  the  estate.  In  1913  Clarence  Woosley  entered 
the  field  of  banking  as  organizer  of  the  Guaranty 
State  Bank  of  Trenton,  an  institution  with  a  capital 
of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  with  himself  as  presi- 
dent; Al  H.  Birdsong  as  cashier;  and  E.  M.  McCollom 
and  W.  E.  Johns  as  vice  presidents.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Woosley  is  master  of  Trenton  Lodge  of  the  Masonic 
order,  and  has  sat  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  state. 

On  May  1,  1907,  Mr.  Woosley  married  Albertine 
WSlson,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Bettie  Lou,  Louis  Wilson  and  Evelyn  W.  Mrs.  Wool- 
sey  is  a  daughter  of  J.  D.  Wilson,  a  farmer  and  banker 
of  Trenton.  He  was  born  at  Hickman,  Tennessee,  Oc- 
tober 24,  1847,  a  son  of  Albert  Gallatin  Wilson,  who 
died  in  1851  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years.  J.  D. 
Wilson  is  a  grandson  of  Adam  Wilson  and  a  great- 
grandson  of  William  Wilson,  whose  brother,  James  Wil- 
son, was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. The  bodies  of  Adam  and  Albert  G.  Wilson 
both  lie  in  the  Vernon  Cemetery  at  Hickman,  Tennes- 
see. The  wife  of  Albert  G.  Wilson  was  Miss  Weems,  a 
lineal  descendant  of  the  ' '  Wemyss ' '  of  Wemyss  Castle 
in  Scotland.  After  the  death  of  her  first  husband  she 
married  Eev.  W.  A.  Williams,  who  brought  the  family 
to  Texas  during  the  fifties.  The  three  Wilson  children 
were:  Albertine,  who  died  as  Mrs.  John  Tate;  James 
D.  and  Albert,  of  Weatherford,  Texas.  The  children  of 
the  Williams  marriage  were:  Belle,  who  married  Sam 
Eoberts;  Susie,  who  married  Eli  Thomas;  Robert,  Bud 
and  William. 

James  D.  Wilson  was  brought  up  on  a  Texas  farm, 
and  acquired  a  liberal  education.  Though  only  fourteen 
years  of  age  when  the  war  broke  out,  he  served  in 
the  Confederate  Militia  and  in  the  regular  military 
establishment  of  the  Southern  government  under  Gen- 
eral Gans  and  after  the  close  of  hostilities  between 
the  North  and  South  took  up  school  teaching,  also 
drove  oxen  to  .-i  fr.i^litin^-  wagon,  crossed  the  plains 
in  1868  with  -.i  li.iM  i  I  .  ,ittle  for  the  Colorado  miners, 
and  after  liis  i.inin  cnuiiued  in  farming.  His  career 
as  a  farmer  h:is  tnllnwcl  with  work  as  a  merchant  in 
Trenton,  and  along  both  lines  he  prospered.  Mr.  Wil- 
son subsequently  became  the  founder  of  the  Wilson 
Planters  Bank  in  Trenton,  and  is  accounted  one  of  the 
ablest  financiers  of  his  section.  James  D.  Wilson  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Harrison,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  Har- 
rison of  Georgia. 

C.  C.  Moore.  The  citizenship  of  Kaufman  county  has 
for  a  long  period  of  years  been  enriched  by  the  pres- 
ence of  C.  C.  Moore  and  his  family.  Mr.  Moore,  who 
now  lives  retired  at  the  town  of  Kemp,  bore  a  valiant 
part  in  the  war  between  the  states,  while  his  father 
gave  up  his  life  during  the  Mexican  war  of  the  for- 
.  ties.  Mr.  Moore  has  lived  in  Kaufman  county  for 
forty-five  years,  and  has  reared  about  him  a  sub- 
stantial prosperity  and  has  long  been  one  of  the  most 
influential   citizens. 

C.  C.  Moore  was  born  in  Calhoun  county,  Alabama, 
August  30,  1844,  a  son  of  Robert  and  Martha  (Maroney) 
Moore.  Both  parents  were  born  in  North  Carolina, 
and  the  father  was  a  farmer  who  established  a  home 
in  Alabama,  and  went  out  from  that  state  as  a  volun- 
teer in  the  army  during  the  war  against  Mexico,  was 
stricken  with  disease  and  sent  to  a  hospital  in  Galves- 
ton, where  he  died  either  in   1847  or  1848.     Surviving 
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him  were  his  widow  and  a  family  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  C.  C.  Moore  was  the  youngest.  The  mother  her- 
self died  in  1853,  when  the  youngest  son  was  only 
nine  years  of  age.  The  father  was  a  Democrat  and  both 
parents  were  Baptists. 

Until  he  was  tifteen  years  of  age  Mr.  Moore  remained 
in  Alabama  and  attended  common  schools,  but  in  1860 
went  to  Pontotoc  county,  now  Union  county,  Missis- 
sippi, and  was  employed  in  farming  activities  until 
about  the  middle  period  of  the  great  war.  In  August, 
1863,  he  volunteered  for  the  service  of  the  South  in 
Company  C  of  the  Second  Alabama  Cavalry.  This  regi- 
ment was  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Fer- 
guson, who  is  one  of  the  two  living  Brigadier  Gener- 
als of  the  Confederate  army.  The  commander  of  the 
regiment  was  Colonel  Earle,  an  Alabama  man  who  en- 
listed as  a  captain  of  an  Alabama  company  during  the 
Mexican  war,  and  that  company  had  as  a  private  Eobert 
Moore,  the  father  of  C.  C.  Moore.  Though  C.  C.  Moore 
was  a  resident  of  Mississippi  during  the  war,  when  he 
enlisted  he  went  out  with  an  Alabama  company  and 
the  regiment  of  which  Earle  was  colonel.  In  1864  he 
was  transferred  to  Company  A  of  the  Twelfth  Missis- 
sippi, under  Colonel  Inge,  but  Brigadier  General  Fergu- 
son still  commanded  the  brigade.  At  Tuscaloosa,  Ala- 
bama, in  May,  1865,  Mr.  Moore  was  taken  a  prisoner, 
and  soon  afterwards  paroled.  The  principal  engage- 
ments in  which  he  fought  were  many  of  the  battles  of 
the  Atlanta  campaign  and  he  was  afterwards  in  Georgia 
and  the  Carolinas  at  Salisbury,  Colliersville,  and  many 
minor  engagements,  but  went  through  the  service  with- 
out a  wound. 

When  hostilities  were  concluded  between  the  North 
and  South,  he  took  up  farming  in  Mississippi  for  about 
four  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1869  came  to  Kaufman 
county,  Texas.  A  poor  man,  he  made  the  best  of  his 
opportunities-  and  resources,  and  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  rented  land  until  about  1888.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  done  a  great  deal  of  work  as  a  carpenter,  which 
was  his  regular  trade  and  after  1888  for  three  years 
did  a  regular  business  as  a  carpenter  and  builder.  In 
1892  Mr.  Moore  was  elected  commissioner  and  justice  of 
the  peace  at  Kemp,  and  held  the  commissioner's  office 
for  -six  years.  The  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  is  still 
his,  and  his  service  has  been  continuous  with  the  ex- 
ception of  about  eighteen  months  during  the  years 
1898-99.  In  1910  Mr.  Moore  assisted  his  son,  C.  C. 
Jloore,  Jr.,  in  getting  established  in  the  grocery  trade 
at  Kemp,  and  gave  his  advice  and  assistance  with  the 
enterprise   for   about   a   year   and   a   half. 

On  December  3,  1867,  in  Union  county,  Mississippi, 
Mr.  Moore  married  Mary  Ann  Collins,  who  was  the  fifth 
in  a  family  of  eight  living  children  born  to  Tie  and 
Martha  (Collins)  Collins,  the  former  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia and  the  latter  of  North  Carolina.  Mrs.  Moore 
was  born  in  New  Albany,  Mississippi,  and  had  her  edu- 
cation in  that  locality.  The  ehiklren  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moore  are  briefly  mentioned  as  follows:  J.  E.  Moore, 
who  was  born  in  Mississippi  October  11.  1868,  is  promi- 
nent as  a  banker  and  business  man,  being  president  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Kemp,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  organizers;  by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Mollie 
Eogers  he  is  the  father  of  five  children :  Forrest,  Jesse 
Egbert,  Richard,  Annie  Mae  and  Mary  Bess.  Eddie, 
who  was  the  second  child,  died  in  infancy.  Mae,  the 
third,  born  in  Kaufman  county,  Texas,  is  the  wife  of 
Dr.  J.  M.  Still,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
publication.  E.  C.  Moore,  who  was  born  in  Kaufman 
county,  is  manager  for  the  Walker-Smith  Grocery  Com- 
pany at  San  Angelo,  Texas,  married  Miss  Minnie  Nash, 
daughter  of  a  Methodist  minister,  and  they  have  two 
girls,  Frances  and  Mildred.  C.  C.  Moore,  Jr.,  above 
mentioned,  was  born  in  Kaufman  county  and  at  the 
present  time  has  charge  of  the  grocery  department  of 
the  firm  of  Haynie  Bros.  Grocery  and  Dry  Goods  store : 
he  married  Miss  Jodie  Shaw,  and  has  two  children,  Joe 


Crosby  and  Shaw.  Delia,  the  sixth  of  the  children,  is 
a  native  of  Kaufman  county,  and  the  wife  of  O.  0. 
French,  in  the  insurance  business  at  Fort  Worth,  and 
has  one  daughter,  Maedell.  Furman,  the  youngest, 
also  born  in  Kaufman  county,  is  now  serving  as  assist- 
ant postmaster  at  Kemp.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  are  both 
regular  members  of  the  Methodist  church,  his  politics 
is  Democratic,  and  his  fraternal  relations  are  with  the 
Masonic  Order  and  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor. 

Bt.  Eev.  Joseph  Patrick  Lynch,  D.  D.,  Catholic 
Bishop  of  the  diocese  of  Dallas,  and  North  Texas. 
Bishop  Lynch  is  one  of  the  youngest  Catholic  Bishops  in 
America,  and  succeeded  the  late  Bishop  Dunne  as  head 
of  the  diocese  of  Dallas  because  of  his  approved  efficiency 
and  capability  such  as  made  him  the  logical  choice  for 
the  episcopal  office.  It  was  at  the  request  and  direct 
efforts  of  the  priesthood  in  North  Texas  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  Father  Lynch  to  the  vacant  See  of  Dallas 
was  advised,  and  it  was  in  response  to  this  general 
desire  of  the  clergy  that  the  church  gave  him  the 
distinction  of  this  appointment. 

Joseph  Patrick  Lynch  was  born  in  Berrien  county, 
I\Iichigan,  November  16,  1872,  one  of  the  children  in 
the  familv  of  John  V.  and  Veronica  J.  (Betham)  Lvnch. 
He  was  graduated  in  1891  from  St.  Charles'  College,  at 
Ellicott  City,  Maryland,  and  in  1895  from  St.  Mary's 
Seminary  at  Baltimore.  His  studies  in  theology  were 
continued  at  the  Kenrick  Seminary  at  St.  Louis  where 
he  was  graduated  in  1900  and  was  ordained  to  the  priest- 
hood on  June  the  9th  of  the  same  year. 

He  began  his  active  career  in  the  sacred  ministry  as 
associate  Eector  of  the  Cathedral  at  Dallas,  where'  he 
labored  with  zeal  and  success  during  the  years  of  1900 
and  1902.  In  the  following  year  he  was  appointed  the 
Kortnr  of  St.  Stephen's  church,  Weatherford,  Texas,  and 
(Inline  lii<  iii.ninbeney  here  he  was  untiring  in  extending 
tile  .■irti\  ii  i,..,  ,if  the  parish,  and  built  a  church  that  is  a 
DH.iiiiirii'jit   t(,  Catholicity  in  North  Texas. 

From  1900  to  1907  he  held  the  position  of  Procurator 
Fiscalis  of  the  Dallas  diocese.  In  1909  he  built  St. 
Eita's   church,   Handley. 

He  also  founded  and  built  St.  Edward's  church,  school 
and  rectory  at  Dallas. 

These  works  and  others  stamped  him  as  one  of  the 
ablest  administrators  and  executives  in  the  diocese.  On 
June  19,  1910,  Bishop  Dunne  appointed  his  his  A^icar  Gen- 
eral, and  on  the  death  of  this  prelate,  he  was  appointed 
the  administrator  of  the  diocese  of  Dallas,  "Sede  Va- 
cante. ' '  It  was  through  the  position  where  he  held  the 
pr.Tftifiil  (liroftion  of  the  fiscal  and  religious  affairs  of 
thr  ,li(M,'^r  tliat  he  came  by  a  natural  progress  to  the 
cilti.-.'  nf  I;l^ll,.|l.  The  priests  of  North  Texas  expressed 
tlii'ir  |iicfcioiirc  and  through  the  proper  channels  con- 
veyed their  desires  to  Pope  Pius  X  who  appointed  him 
on  .Tune  the  18th,  1911,  as  Bishop  Dunne's  successor. 

He  was  consecrated  in  the  magnificent  Cathedral  at 
Dallas  on  July  the  12th,  1911,  by  Archbishop  Blenk 
of  New  Orleans,  assisted  by  the  Bishops  of  Galveston 
and  Little  Eock,  in  the  presence  of  twelve  other  Bishops, 
over  a  hundred  priests,  and  a  throng  of  people  crowding 
the  Cathedral  and  overflowing  into  the  streets.  The  cere- 
mony was  reported  in  the  prints  of  the  day  as  the  most 
splendid  and  gorgeous  religious  pageantry  ever  wit- 
nessed in  Texas. 

The  episcopal  residence  is  at  4846  Swiss  avenue,  I'allas, 
Texas. 

John  Wootek.  The  thirty-five  years'  service  nf  the 
Wooten  family  in  the  office  of  county  :iiid  district 
clerk  of  Chambers  county  is  a  record  wh-Mi  li:i^  seldom 
been  equalled  in  the  annals  of  county  ollicials  in  this 
state,  and  the  long  continuance  in  this  important  posi- 
tion has  been  accompanied  by  faithful  and  intelligent 
service  in  behalf  of  the  people.  The  ofTice  is  now  ably 
administered    by   John   Wooten,   a   son    of   the   original 
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clerk,  at  whose  death  the  ailministiatioii  was  transferred 
first  to  his  widow,  and  then  to  the  present  incumbent. 
The  family  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Chambers  county. 

John  Wooten  was  born  in  the  old  county  seat  of 
WallisvOle,  October  7,  1885,  a  son  of  John  E.  and  Lot- 
tie H.  (Kilgore)  Wooten.  His  father  was  born  in  Flor- 
ida and  his  mother  in  Texas.  The  father  on  coming  to 
Texas  was  engaged  in  farming  and  saw  milling,  and 
subsequently  entered  upon  his  work  as  deputy  county 
and  district  clerk  of  Chambers  county,  and  in  1878  was 
appointed  to  the  office  as  chief,  and  by  successive  re- 
election filled  that  honored  post  until  his  death  on  July 
16,  1903.  The  grandfather  of  John  Wooten  was  also 
named  John  Wooten,  and  he  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  at  Wallisville  and  an  early  merchant  who  sold 
goods  throughout  an  extensive  territory  surrounding 
that  locality.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  John  E. 
Wooten  married  her  sister,  Emma  Kilgore,  and  she  now 
resides  in  San  Antonio.  By  the  first  wife  there  were 
two  sons  and  five  daughters,  and  the  present  Mrs. 
Wooten  has  one  child,  a  daughter. 

Mr.  John  Wooten  has  spent  practically  all  his  life 
either  in  Wallisville,  the  old  county  seat,  or  the  town 
of  Anahuac,  where  the  present  seat  of  justice  is  lo- 
cated. Until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  he  attended 
the  public  schools,  and  his  first  occupation  was  in  help- 
ing his  father  in  the  performance  of  his  oflScial  duties. 
For  two  years  he  was  his  father's  deputy.  On  the 
death  of  his  father  his  step-mother  was  made  head 
of  the  office,  and  held  the  position  nominally  from  1903 
to  1906,  although  John  Wboten  performed  practically 
all  the  duties.  Mr.  Wooten  was  deputy  to  his  step- 
mother during  that  time,  and  in  November,  1906,  was 
regularly  elected  to  the  office,  and  has  since  continued 
by  subsequent  re-election   to  the  present  time. 

On  October  16,  1907,  Mr.  Wooten  married  Miss 
Bertha  White,  a  daughter  of  James  T.  White  III,  one 
of  the  successful  live  stock  men  of  Jefferson  and  Cham- 
bers counties. 

Jacob  H.  Sober.  During  a  period  of  twenty-eight 
years  the  late  Jacob  Hardy  Suber,  Jr.,  was  identified 
with  the  farming  and  stock  raising  interests  of  Brazos 
county,  and  throughout  his  life  contributed  to  the  de- 
velopment and  progress  of  this  part  of  Texas.  He  was 
a  son  of  Jacob  Hardy  Suber,  Sr.,  who  accompanied 
him  to  Texas  in  1878,  both  having  come  from  New- 
berry District,  South  Carolina,  where  the  father  was 
born  August  13,  182.5,  and  the  son  October  21,  1853. 
The  elder  man  died  January  30,  1906.  and  the  younger 
November  6  of  the  same  year.  The  father  of  Jacob 
H.  Suber,  Sr.,  was  Jacob  Suber,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 11,  1793,  and  died  April  16,  1852.  He  was  of 
German  descent  or  extraction,  and  married  Catherine 
Souter.  and  both  passed  away  in  South  Carolina.  Their 
children  who  grew  up  were:  Laura,  who  married  Mr. 
Biirley;  Annie,  who  married  Mr.  Folk;  David  F.,  who 
died  in  South  Carolina,  and  Jacob  H. 

Jacob  Hardy  Suber,  Sr.,  acquired  his  education  in 
the  country  schools,  and  grew  up  a  farmer,  giving 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his 
career.  He  was  a  resident  of  South  Carolina  during 
the  Civil  War  and  gave  service  in  some  capacity  to 
the  Confederate  cause.  He  married  Miss  Eugenia 
Gunter,  who  died  in  South  Carolina,  August  27,  18(i], 
their  children  being:  Lucy,  who  married  C.  P.  Dickert 
and  resides  at  Tifton,  Georgia;  Jacob  Hardy,  Jr.;  Lilla, 
who  married  J.  W.  Hill,  of  Newberry,  South  Carolina ; 
and  Edwin  M.,  who   died  in   1903,  at  Athens,  Georgia. 

Jacob  Hardy.  Jr.,  was  brought  up  in  the  country  of 
Newberry  District,  South  Carolina,  where  he  acquired 
a  country  school  education  and  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  assisting  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm. 
He  was  married  there  December  18,  1873,  and  five  years 
later  came  to  Texas,  the  family  coming  by  rail  to  Bryan 
and   making   its   permanent   location    near   the   Agricul- 


tural and  Mechanical  College.  Mr.  Suber  first  pur- 
chased a  small  tract,  with  modest  improvements,  and 
in  addition  to  his  farm  work  accepted  whatever  hon- 
orable employment  presented  itself,  including  the  haul- 
ing of  wood  and  supplying  the  college  with  its  annual 
consumption  of  fuel.  He  cleared  up  many  acres  of  the 
timber  land  around  the  college,  and  as  the  years  passed 
acquired  a  large  area  of  land  in  the  county,  becoming 
one  of  the  most  extensive  farmers  of  his  section.  He 
was  a  man  of  affluence  aud  erected  houses  all  over 
his  cleared  land,  providing  labor  for  numerous  hands 
on  the  farm.  In  the  cattle  business  he  devoted  his  time 
to  growing  the  common  beef  stock  and  bought,  sold, 
fed  and  shipped  stock  to  the  market  toward  the  end 
of  his  career. 

Mr.  Suber  always  evidenced  himself  as  a  man  favor- 
able to  education  in  every  form.  He  was  made  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  old  Texas  Wom- 
en's College,  now  the  Baptist  Academy,  at  Bryan,  and 
was  on  the  board  from  the  inception  of  the  school  for 
several  years.  For  a  short  time  he  served  as  constable 
of  his  precinct,  and  his  public  services  were  character- 
ized by  the  utmost  integrity  and  devotion  to  duty.  In 
local  matters  he  exerted  his  influence  in  favor  of  good 
morals  in  politics.  He  was  a  Prohibitionist  in  prac- 
tice and  principle  and  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Baptist  church,  while  his  fraternal  affiliations  were 
with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the 
Knights   of   Honor. 

Mr.  Suber  married  Leila  Eichards,  a  daughter  of 
Berry  and  Elizabeth  (Kitchens)  Eichards,  the  latter  a 
daughter  of  John  Kitchens.  Of  the  Eichards.  children, 
Lula  married  James  L.  Henderson,  of  Center  Point, 
Arkansas ;  Leila  married  Mr.  Suber ;  and  John  Berry  is 
a  resident  of  Newberry  District,  South '  Carolina.  The 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Suber  were:  Eugene 
Hardy,  of  Brownwood,  Texas ;  Elizabeth,  who  was  edu- 
cated at  Bryan  and  at  Mary  Nash  College  at  Sherman, 
and  is  now  a  popular  school  teacher  of  Bryan;  Leila, 
who  is  the  wife  of  E.  B.  Adams,  of  Oakwood,  Texas; 
Miss  Corrie,  who  attended  Mary  Nash  College,  Sherman ; 
Jacob  H.,  who  was  killed  by  contact  with  an  electric 
light  wire  at  college,  December  14,  1913,  and  left  a 
widow  of  six  months,  who  was  formerly  Miss  Annie 
McMillan;  John  Eichards,  of  Dallas,  Texas;  Miss  Bertie, 
who  graduated  from  Sam  Houston  Normal  school,  class 
of  1914,  and  is  now  engaged  Ln  teaching;  and  Lawrence 
Sullivan,  Thomas  Goodwin  and  Milton  Parker,  all  resid- 
ing at  home. 

William  E.  Sandeks.  This  representative  merchant 
and  progressive  citizen  of  Bryan,  the  judicial  center  of 
Brazos  county,  has  been  a  resident  of  the  Lone  Star 
State  for  nearly  forty  years.  He  has  been  engaged  in 
business  at  Bryan  since  1896,  and  for  the  preceding 
decade  he  had  been  a  merchant  at  lola.  Grimes  county. 
The  three  years  immediately  prior  to  this  found  him 
as  one  of  the  successful  farmers  in  the  vicinity  of 
Anderson,  the  county  seat  of  Grimes  county,  and  his 
entire  active  business  career  has  been  marked  by  cir- 
cumspection, energy  and  integrity  of  purpose,  so  that 
he  has  at  all  times  commanded  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow  men. 

William  Eeiiben  Sanders  was  born  in  the  state 
of  Georgia,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1850,  and  from  the  age 
of  five  years  until  he  had  attained  to  years  of  maturity 
he  was  a  resident  of  Bibb  county,  that  state,  where  he 
was  reared  under  the  invigorating  discipline  of  the 
farm.  The  disrupted  conditions  in  Georgia  incidental  to 
the  Civil  war  caused  him  to  find  his  educational  oppor- 
tunities during  his  early  youth  somewhat  limited,  as 
the  schools  suffered  from  the  same  conditions  that 
affected  the  state  in  general.  In  Bibb  county  his  mar- 
riage was  solemnized  and  there  he  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits  until  the  time  of  his  re- 
moval to  Texas,  the  while  he  assumed  the  virtual  care 
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of  his  brothers  and  sisters  after  the  death  of  the  hon- 
ored parents. 

In  187(5  Mr.  Sanders  set  forth  for  Texas,  in  company 
with  his  immediate  family,  and  Navasota  was  the  orig- 
inal destination.  His  financial  resources  at  the  time  were 
limited,  and  during  the  first  three  years  of  his  residence 
in  the  state  he  farmed  on  rented  land,  in  Grimes  county, 
as  already  noted.  At  the  expiration  of  this  period  he 
engaged  in  the  general  merchandise  business  at  lola, 
where  he  built  up,  by  effective  service  and  fair  dealings, 
a  prosperous  enterprise.  After  the  lapse  of  ten  years 
he  sold  his  business  to  one  of  his  brothers  and  removed 
to  Bryan,  where  he  became  associated  in  the  purchase 
of  the  general  merchandise  business  of  the  firm  of  Mer- 
ritt  Brothers.  In  the  earlier  years  of  his  operations  here 
the  business  was  conducted  under  the  title  of  Sanders 
Brothers  &  Company,  and  the  enterprise  is  now  carried 
forward  under  the  firm  name  of  Sanders  Brothers,  his 
brother  James  B.  being  his  valued  associate.  Mr.  Sanders 
has  been  distinctly  aggressive  and  enterprising  in  his 
business  activities  and  his  success  has  been  pronounced, 
as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  is  a  stockholder  in  each 
of  the  two  wholesale  mercantile  houses  of  Bryan — a 
director  of  the  Lawrence  Wholesale  Grocery  Company, 
his  brother  James  being  a  member  of  the  directorate  of 
the  First  State  Bank  &  Trust  Company  of  Bryan.  Mr. 
Sanders  has  shown  a  loyal  interest  in  all  that  touches 
the  general  wellbeing  of  his  attractive  home  city,  espe- 
cially in  popular  educational  facilities.  He  has  been  a 
most  zealous  member  of  the  local  board  of  education,  of 
which  he  has  been  president  since  1910.  His  political 
allegiance  is  given  insistently  to  the  Democratic  party, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Bap- 
tist church. 

John  Hilliard  Sanders,  father  of  him  whose  name 
introduces  rhis  review,  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina 
and  was  a  lad  of  about  eight  years  at  the  time  of  the 
family  removal  to  Bibb  county,  Georgia,  his  father,  Wil- 
liam Sanders,  having  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life  and  having  been  sixty-two  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  about  the  year  1854.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  wife  of  William  Sanders  was  Barnes  and  she  was  of 
English  lineage.  Of  their  children  Mark  continued  his 
residence  in  Georgia  until  death,  and  he  reared  his  fam- 
ily in  Crawford  county,  where  he  died  and  where  a  num- 
ber of  his  descendants  are  still  to  he  found;  Mattie, 
daughter  of  William  Sanders,  became  the  wife  of  John 
Sharp  and  was  a  resident  of  Crawford  county,  Georgia, 
at  the  time  of  her  demise ;  and  James  Hilliard  Sanders 
was  the  other  child  who  attained  to  maturity. 

James  Hilliard  Sanders  wedded  Miss  Lucinda  Mc- 
Michael,  daughter  of  Reuben  McMiehael,  a  scion  of 
staunch  Scotch  stock,  as  was  also  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Lawrence.  James  H.  Sanders  died  in  the  year 
1871«,  and  his  widow  passed  to  the  life  eternal  in  1874. 
Of  their  children  the  eldest  is  William  Reuben,  of  this 
sketch :  Emma  is  the  wife  of  William  Thomas,  of  Nava- 
sota, Texas;  Ella,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  H. 
Jewett,  died  in  Georgia;  .lolm  11.  is  :.  irsidont  of  lola, 
this  state;  James  B.  is  nssnn.ii.Ml  witli  liis  luntlicr  Wil- 
liam E.  in  business  at  Bry:in,  n-^  li:is  nhvn.l.v  I n  stated 

in  this  context;  Maggie,  wliu  beeaiiio  tlie  wife  of  Dr. 
Nowlin,  died  at  lola,  Texas;  and  Adial  Augustus  main- 
tains his  home  at  lola. 

In  December,  1874,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
William  R.  Sanders  to  Miss  Susie  McGehee.  daughter  of 
Dr.  McGehee,  of  Griffinville,  Georgia.  Mrs.  Sanders 
died  at  lola,  Texas,  in  188(5,  and  is  survived  by  three 
children — William  Olin,  Waldine  and  Adaline,  all  resi- 
dents of  Bryan.  In  April,  1889,  Mr.  Sanders  wedded 
Miss  Lizzie  Burnett,  whose  father  was  a  gallant  soldier 
of  the  Confederacy  in  the  Civil  war  and  who  came  to 
Texas  from  Louisiana,  having  become  a  successful  agri- 
culturist in  the  Lone  btar  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanders 
have  four  children — J.  E.  Claire  and  Earl  N.,  who  are 
connected   with   their   father's   mercantile   business,   the 


former  in  the  capacity  of  bookkeeper;  and  Lillie  Fay 
and  Harold  D.,  who  remain  at  the  parental  home.  J.  E. 
Claire  Sanders,  the  eldest  son,  married  Miss  Doris  Locke. 

John  E.  Astin.  This  well  known  citizen  and  repre- 
sentative business  man  of  Bryan,  Brazos  county,  is  an- 
other of  the  native  sons  of  Texas  who  has  accounted 
well  to  himself  and  to  the  state  in  the  matter  of  large 
and  worthy  achievement,  and  he  is  a  scion  of  one  of  the 
old  and  honored  families  of  the  Lone  Star  commonwealth, 
his  father  having  been  the  late  James  H.  Astin,  and  his 
brother,  Hon.  J.  Robert  Astin,  at  present  a  member  of 
the  state  senate,  being  individually  represented  in  this 
history,  the  sketch  of  his  career  giving  further  data  con- 
cerning the  family. 

John  Ethelbert  Astin  has  been  a  resident  of  Bryan 
during  the  major  part  of  his  active  career  and  is  identi- 
fied with  a  number  of  the  most  important  business  en- 
terprises of  this  attractive  little  city.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Lawrence  Grocery  Company,  which 
is  here  engaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business,  and 
is  president  of  this  corporation  at  the  present  time,  be- 
sides which  he  is  a  director  of  the  City  National  Bank 
of  Bryan  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Pa'rker-Astin  Hard- 
ware Company,  which  here  conducts  a  business  of  both 
wholesale  and  retail  ramifications.  He  was  reared  to  the 
sturdy  discipline  of  the  farm  and  continued  to  be  ac- 
tively concerned  with  agricultural  operations  in  his 
native  state  until  1913,  when  he  sold  his  landed  estate, 
the  same  being  in  Brazos  county.  He  is  known  and  hon- 
ored as  one  of  the  progressive  citizens  and  representative 
business  men  of  Brazos  county  and  is  well  entitled  to 
recognition  in  this  history  of  his  native  state. 

Mr.  Astin  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Mumford,  Robert- 
son county,  Texas,  on  the  l(5th  of  October,  1872,  and  his 
earlier  educational  advantages  included  those  afforded 
by  the  excellent  public  schools  of  Bryan.  These  were 
supplemented  by  his  attending  the  Hill  Business  Col- 
lege, in  the  city  of  Dallas,  and  the  celebrated  Eastman 
Business  College  at  Poughkeopsie.  New  York.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  years  he  instituted  his  independent  operations 
as  an  agriculturist,  and  in  this  connection  his  energy 
and  progressive  policies  brought  to  him  definite  success, 
though,  as  previously  stated,  he  has  maintained  his  home 
at  Bryan  during  the  major  part  of  his  active  career 
and  has  here  been  closely  concerned  with  leading  busi- 
ness enterprises. 

Reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Democratic  party,  Mr.  Astin 
has  been  uncompromising  in  his  allegiance  to  the  same 
and  he  has  given  active  service  in  behalf  of  its  cause. 
His  father  was  a  distinguished  representative  of  the 
party  in  Texas,  and  was  likewise  a  gallant  soldier  of 
the  Confederacy  in  the  Civil  war.  John  E.  Astin  himself 
was  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  state  convention  of 
Texas  in  1906,  as  was  he  also  to  that  of  1910.  He  and 
his  wife  are  communicants  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
church  and  he  is  afiiliated  with  the  Bryan  lodge  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

At  Brenham,  Washington  county,  Texas,  on  the  9th 
of  April,  1907,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Astin  to  Miss  Mollie  White  Harrison,  daughter  of  the 
late  Henry  K.  Harrison,  who  was  a  representative  of 
Washington  county  as  a  soldier  of  the  Confederacy  and 
who  was  president  of  the  Washington  County  State 
Bank  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  March 
11,  1914.  He  came  to  Texas  from  Alabama  and  was  a 
sterling  pioneer  of  the  Lone  Star  state,  his  age  at  the 
time  of  death  having  been  sixty-eight  years.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Juliette  Shepherd,  preceded 
him  to  the  life  beyond,  her  death  occurring  January  26, 
1910.  They  are  survived  by  three  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Astin  are  popular  and  representa- 
tive figures  in  the  leading  social  activities  of  their  home 
city. 
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Thos.  M.  Cunningham.  Among  the  important  fac- 
tors in  the  development  of  Kobeits  county,  Texas,  and 
classed  among  its  wealthy  and  intluential  citizens,  none 
are  deserving  of  more  honorable  mention  than  Thomas 
M.  Cunningham,  president  of  the  Bank  of  Miami,  ilr. 
Cunningham  is  to  all  purposes  a  Texan,  for,  although 
not  born  here,  he  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life  within 
the  borders  of  the  Lone  Star  State,  has  been  reared  and 
educated  here,  and  has  been  a  veitness  to  and  a  partici- 
pant in  the  wonderful  growth  and  development  which 
haye  marked  it  during  the  last  several  decades.  "Mr. 
Cunningham  was  born  in  North  Eastern  Alabama.  Feb- 
ruary 1],  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  William  J.  and  Tilitba 
(Baxter)  Cunningham,  natives  of  Eastern  Tennessee 
and  Alabama,  respectively,  and  both  members  of  well- 
known  and  highly  respected  families.  His  father,  almost 
from  boyhood,  was  a  prominent  planter  and  farmer, 
and  up  to  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  war  between  the 
N'orth  and  the  South  worked  his  vast  cotton  fields  with 
slave  labor.  Like  thousands  of  others  of  his  fellow- 
southerners,  the  close  of  the  war  found  him  stripped  of 
his  fortune,  a  martyr  to  the  great  Lost  Cause,  and  he 
decided  to  locate  in  a  new  country  and  there  endeavor 
to  rehabilitate  his  fortunes.  The  bitterness  and  pre- 
judices engendered  by  the  great  struggle  made  it  un- 
desirable for  him  to  cross  the  Mason  and  Dixon  line, 
and  accordingly  he  set  his  face  toward  Texas,  and  after 
a  long  and  tedious  journey,  the  greater  part  of  it  over- 
land, arrived  in  Hamilton  county,  in  September,  1S69. 
Here  he  found  many  neighbors  from  his  old  home,  who 
like  himself  had  lost  everything,  and  being  a  clever 
mechanic  he  took  up  the  occupation  of  carpenter  and 
assisted  in  building  many  of  the  homes  necessary  to 
accommodate  the  emigrants.  Subsequently  he  moved  to 
Johnston  county,  and  there  he  continued  to  reside  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  in  his 
forty-ninth  year,  in  1880,  at  Cleburne,  where  his  re- 
mains now  repose.  He  was  married  in  Alabama  to 
Tilitha  Baxter,  who  was  born  October  20,  1835,  in  that 
State,  and  reared,  educated  and  married  there,  and  she 
survives  her  husband  and  is  now  making  her  home  with 
her  daughter  at  Miami. 

In  his  youth,  Thos.  M.  Cunningham  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Cleburne,  after  leaving  which,  like  many 
other  young  men  of  the  great  Southwest,  he  took  up  the 
stock  business.  For  several  years  he  followed  the  life 
and  fortunes  of  a  range  rider,  or  cowboy,  his  skill  as  a 
horseman  and  in  the  use  of  the  lariat  enabling  him  to 
easily  secure  profitable  employment.  However,  he  had 
aspirations  and  ambitions  far  above  those  of  the  average 
range  rider,  and  it  was  not  long  before  his  hard  work 
and  careful  saving  made  it  possible  for  him  to  embark 
in  the  cattle  business  on  his  own  account.  His  first  ven- 
ture was  in  Johnston  county,  where  he  took  up  stock  rais- 
ing and  farming,  but  subsequently  he  moved  to  Tarrant 
county,  thence  to  Dallas  and  Hill  counties,  and  finally  to 
Eoberts  county.  As  he  made  each  move  he  increased 
the  size  of  his  holdings,  and  now  owns  two  ranches  in 
Roberts  county,  comprising  many  thousands  of  acres 
of  fine  grazing  ground,  which  he  has  leased  out  to  re- 
liable parties.  On  his  retirement  from  active  participa- 
tion in  stock  raising,  Mr.  Cunningham  came  to  Miami, 
and  here  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Bank  of 
Miami,  which  he  has  since  been  president,  a  substantial 
financial  institution  of  this  city,  whose  stockholders 
and  board  of  directors  all  make  their  home  here.  He 
has  interested  himself  in  various  other  enterprises  of 
an  extensive  nature,  and  his  activities  have  been  es- 
sentially of  a  business  and  financial  character,  although 
he  has  not  neglected  the  duties  of  citizenship,  and  has 
served  three  terms  of  two  years  each  in  the  capacity  of 
county  .judge  of  Eoberts  county,  where  he  has  displayed 
his  ability  to  handle  the  affairs  of  public  life.  His 
political  affiliation  is  with  the  democratic  party,  and  he 
has  ever  been  stanch  in  his  support  of  its  principles  and 
candidates.  With  his  family,  he  attends  the  Baptist  church. 


Mr.  Cunningham  was  married  at  Archer  Citv,  Texas, 
in  October,  1S84,  to  Miss  Fronie  Cooley,  daughter  of  J. 
W.  Cooley,  also  an  early  pioneer  of  Texas,  now  de- 
ceased. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cunningham  have  had  no  children. 
It  is  but  natural  that  Mr.  Cunningham  should  have  a 
deep-rooted  faith  in  the  future  of  Texas,  for  the  mar- 
velous development  that  has  gone  on  under  his  eyes  has 
been  of  such  a  nature  as  to  inspire  confidence.  Many 
of  the  prosperous  and  flourishing  towns  and  villages  that 
are  now  great  centers  of  industrial,  commercial  and 
educational  activity  have  come  into  being  since  he 
rode  the  ranges  in  the  sombrero  and  chaps  of  the  ' '  cow- 
puncher, "  while  the  productiveness  of  the  farming 
country  has  been  brought  to  a  state  where  it  promises 
great  things  for  the  future.  He  has  never  hesitated 
to  express  his  views  along  these  lines,  and  by  word  and 
pen  has  done  much  to  encourage  settlement  in  the  State 
of  his  adoption, 

Walter  Wippeecht  stands  in  a  varied  relationship 
with  the  business  and  public  community  of  Bryan 
and  Brazos  county.  In  1904  he  was  elected  to  "the 
office  of  tax  collector  of  the  county,  and  has  since  been 
re-elected  four  times,  a  fact  which  indicates  the  confi- 
dence reposed  in  him  by  the  people  of  that  section.  Mr. 
Wipprecht  is  an  expert  cotton  man,  and  acquainted 
both  with  the  scientific  and  the  practical  side  of  agri- 
culture. He  is  general  manager  of  the  Bryan  Press 
Company,  and  as  president  of  the  Bryan  Telephone  Com- 
pany has  directed  the  affairs  of  that  public  utility  with 
much  profit  to  the  stockholders  and  increase  of  good 
service  to  the  community. 

Walter  Wipprecht  was  born  at  Sisterdale,  Kendall, 
county,  Texas,  January  3,  1864.  A  scholarly  man  him- 
self, he  is  a  son  and  is  descended  from  a  line  of  scholarly 
ancestors.  His  father  was  Eudolph  Wipprecht,  who  died 
at  Seguin,  Texas,  in  1891,  when  sixty-seven  years  of 
age.  The  elder  Wipprecht  was  born  in  Saxony,  Ger- 
many, at  the  town  of  Eudelstadt,  where  the  family  name 
had  been  for  many  generations.  He  left  Germany  in 
1849,  coming  to  Galveston  and  thence  to  the  old  town 
of  Indianola,  w'hose  history  and  existence  came  to  a 
termination  with  the  disastrous  flood  of  many  years  ago. 
Eudolph  Wipprecht  was  a  graduate  of  Jena  University, 
and  was  especially  proficient  in  the  Spanish  language, 
and  some  of  his  Spanish  translations  done  after  com- 
ing to  Texas  are  now  to  be  found  in  the  State  Library. 
In  Texas  he  taught  school  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
in  Germany  had  been  in  the  customs  service.  Eudolph 
Wipprecht  was  married  in  Kendall  county  to  Miss  Kapp. 
Her  father,  Ernest  Kapp,  who  came  from  the  town  of 
Minden,  Prussia,  was  an  educator  and  the  author  of  sev- 
eral philosophical  works,  who  died  in  Duefifeldorf,  Ger- 
many. Ernest  Kapp  married  a  Miss  Cappel.  The  chil- 
dren of  Eudolph  Wipprecht  and  wife  were:  Ida,- wife 
of  I.  Japhet  of  Houston ;  Paul,  who  is  connected  with 
the  department  of  agriculture  at  Austin ;  Walter  and 
Elsbeth,  of  Bryan. 

Walter  Wipprecht  has  lived  in  Brazos  county  almost 
continuously  since  ISSl,  when  he  entered  the  Agricultural 
and  Mechanical  College.  After  graduating  in  the  class 
of  1884  he  took  the  first  post-graduate  course  ofi'ered 
by  that  institution  in  1885,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Science,  and  for  two  years  was  an  instructor, 
being  assistant  in  chemistry  and  physics.  Subsequently 
he  went  abroad,  and  was  a  student  in  the  University  of 
Jena,  Germany,  where  his  father  had  previously  gradu- 
ated. He  took  special  courses  in  chemistry  while  abroad, 
and  remained  in  the  prosecution  of  his  higher  studies 
from  1SS7  until  1889.  After  returning  to  Texas  Mr. 
Wipprecht  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  the  first 
chemist  for  the  Texas  Ex-periment  Station,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  that  important  work  for  about  two  years.  He 
then  went  to  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Experiment  Station  at 
Audubon  Park,  near  New  Orleans,  and  opened  a  chem- 
ical laboratory  under  the  state  government.      Eeturning 
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to  Bryan  he  was  engaged  in  the  drug  business  as  junior 
member  of  the  lirm  of  James  &  Wipprecht,  his  partner 
being  M.  H.  James.  After  a  few  years  in  that  line  Mr. 
Wipprecht  engaged  in  the  cotton  compress  worlc,  and 
in  1897  was  one  of  those  who  organized  the  Bryan  Press 
Company,  of  which  he  has  since  been  manager.  In  1906 
the  plant  of  the  company  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but 
owing  to  the  prompt  and  energetic  business  methods  of 
its  managers,  a  new  press  was  in  operation  within  ninety 
days  from  the  date  of  the  disaster.  The  company's 
facilities  are  equal  to  one  hundred  bales  of  cotton  per 
day,  and  during  the  season  is  run  at  its  full  capacity. 
Mr.  Wipprecht  is  interested  in  farming  in  his  rich  agri- 
cultural district,  carrying  on  a  general  and  diversified 
plan  of  operation,  and  has  spent  much  time  and  money 
in  the  improvement  of  his  building,  and  in  increasing  the 
soil  value  of  his  estate.  He  is  also  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  Parker-Astin  Hardware  Company  of  Bryan. 

Mr.  Wipprecht  first  entered  the  field  of  local  politics 
in  1904,  with  his  election  to  the  ofifiee  of  tax  collector, 
as  the  successor  of  J.  J.  Adams.  He  is  a  stront;  believer 
in  higher  education,  and  has  deciili'd  r.nnirtmiis  as  to 
the  principles  of  maintaining  all  st;it.>  mstii  iit  ions  upon 
an  independent  basis,  and  free  fnun  [...litL^rl  i.v  other 
prejudicial  influence.  In  line  with  tins  policy  he  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  defeat  at  the 
polls  the  senate  joint  resolution  No.  18,  which  threatened 
the  independence  of  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical 
College  at  Bryan.  He  was  sent  to  Austin  by  the  city 
of  Bryan  to  bring  the  legislature  of  1913  on  a  visit  of 
inspection  to  the  college.  Mr.  Wipprecht  affiliates  with 
the  Sons  of  Hermann,  and  supports  the  Lutheran  church 
faith. 

On  June  15,  1892,  he  married  Miss  Ethel  Eead,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  R.  W.  Eead  of  Texarkana,  Texas.  Their 
children  are:  Miss  Ida,  a  student  in  the  Texas  State 
University;  Eead,  Carl  and  Walter. 

Joe  B.  Eeed.  A  resident  of  Texas  since  1S70,  Joe  B. 
Reed  first  came  to  the  state  in  1869,  and  for  a  brief  time 
prospected  at  Galveston,  and  subsequently  located  in 
Corsieana.  For  nearly  forty  years  Mr.  Eeed  has  been 
a  resident  of  Bryan,  was  connected  with  the  cotton  busi- 
ness at  that  point  for  a  number  of  years,  and  has  been 
in  the  insurance  business  ever  since.  The  life  and  acci- 
dent insurance  agency  conducted  by  him  represents  some 
of  the  oldest  and  best  known  companies,  and  enjoys 
a  large  share  of  the  business  credited  to  similar  agencies 
in  this  part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Eeed  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  came  to 
Texas  from  New  York  City.  He  was  born  at  Hub- 
bardston  on  December  31,  1847.  The  first  sixteen  years 
of  his  life  were  spent  in  his  native  state,  on  a  farm,  and 
his  schooling  was  obtained  at  Canadaigua,  New  York, 
and  later  in  the  Eastman's  Bnsinrs"!  Cnlleco  nt  Pnufrh- 
keepsie.  A  year  and  a  hnlf  w.-i^  spoilt  in  Xcw  "S'ork 
City  as  a  clerk,  and  when  .-i  vmhh-  man  willj  rdnsidovalilr 
business  experience  and  ability  In-  st.iiti',1  nut  tn  larve 
his  own  fortune  in  the  world,  lie  turned  his  eyes  toward 
Texas.  His  old  New  York  employer.  C.  W.  Adams,  was 
located  in  Galveston,  and  it  was  that  fact  which  caused 
young  Eeed  to  consider  Texas  as  the  field  of  his  future 
operations.  After  locating  at  Corsieana,  he  was  in  the 
dry  goods  business  a  year,  and  in  July,  1871,  moved  to 
Comanche,  where  he  was  in  general  merchandising  busi- 
ness a  year  and  a  half.  Moving  from  there  to  Rockdale, 
which  at  that  time  had  recently  become  the  terminus  of 
the  I.  &  G.  N.  Railroad,  he  started  in  business  there  as 
a  furniture  merchant,  and  subsequently  was  projirietor 
of  a  hotel  and  restaurant.  Mr.  Reed  moved  to  Bryan 
in  1874,  and  became  associated  with  his  father-in-law. 
Col.  A.  C.  L.  Hill,  in  the  cotton  business.  Colonel  HOI 
was  a  commission  merchant,  who  did  business  all  along 
the  line  of  the  Houston  and  Texas  Central,  and  was  one 
of  the  prominent  business  men  of  Bryan  from  the  time 
it  first  sprung  into  prominence  as  a  commercial  center. 


with  the  completion  of  the  Houston  and  Texas  Central 
Railway  to  that  point.  The  cotton  business  continued  to 
be  the  line  in  which  Mr.  Eeed  was  chiefly  interested  for 
eighteen  years.  He  then  started  in  the  life  insurance 
work,  at  first  with  the  Mutual  Reserve  Life  Company, 
and  subsequently  became  representative  for  the  South- 
western Life  of  Texas,  his  present  company.  He  is  one 
of  the  pioneer  agents  of  the  Southwestern  Life,  and  the 
first  policy  he  wrote  for  the  company  was  number  two 
hundred. 

Mr.  Eeed  is  well  known  in  fraternal  affairs;  1881  at 
Bryan  he  joined  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men and  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  is  stiU  with  both, 
and  has  lieen  Grand  Eecorder  of  the  Ancient  Workmen  in 
Texas  and  Supreme  Eepresentative  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 
He  has  represented  the  Knights  of  Honor  in  the  State 
Meeting,  and  was  an  officer  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  Mr.  Eeed  has  represented  the  order 
in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  state,  and  is  master  of 
finance  for  his  own  lodge.  He  is  the  record  keeper  for 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  has  also  been  in 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  organization.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  clerk  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  has  rep- 
resented it  at  the  head  camp  of  Texas.  In  both  Odd 
Fellowship  and  Masonry  he  has  served  as  secretary  of 
his  own  lodges,  and  is  secretary  of  the  Eoyal  Arch  Chap- 
ter. Mr.  Reed  was  brought  up  under  Democratic  influ- 
ence, has  supported  that  party  regularly,  but  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  for  any  public  position.  His  parents 
were  Unitarians,  and  Mr.  Eeed  was  at  first  of  the  same 
faith,  but  since  living  in  Texas' has  been  a  member  of 
the  Christian  church.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
Bryan,  is  a  member  of  its  commercial  club,  and  at  one 
time  served  as  collector  for  the  club.  Governor  O.  M. 
Eoberts,  during  his  administration,  commissioned  Mr. 
Eeed  as  major  in  the  Texas  militia.  During  all  the  years 
of  his  residence  at  Bryan  he  has  interested  himself  in 
every  movement  for  the  betterment  and  improvement  of 
the  city,  and  not  only  as  a  public  spirited  individual 
for  the  larger  phases  of  civic  work  has  lie  been  promi- 
nent, but  his  practical  charities  and  helpfulness  to  the 
poor  and  those  who  need  counsel  has  been  almost  with- 
out limit,  and  no  record  could  be  made  of  the  thousands 
of  kindly  acts  he  has  performed  for  his  fellowmen. 

Mr.  Eeed  was  married  in  Corsieana,  Texas,  in  June, 
1870,  to  Miss  Carrie  Hill,  daughter  of  Col.  A.  C.  L- 
Hill,  who  came  to  Texas  from  Arkansas,  where  he  was  a 
planter  and  slave  holder,  but  who  was  born  in  the  State 
of  Maine.  Colonel  Hill  died  in  Bryan  during  the  nine- 
ties. The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Sarah  Manley 
who  died  at  Bryan.  Mrs.  Eeed,  who  died  in  June,  1904, 
without  children,  was  one  of  five  children,  as  follows: 
Frank,  Helen,  Lillie,  Daisy,  and  Mrs.  Eeed. 

The  family  to  which  Mr.  Reed  belongs  is  of  Revolution- 
ary stock,  and  came  from  old  England  to  the  New  World. 
1 1  lain  I  father  Reed  was  Micajah,  of  MaFsachusetts,  and 
a  tanner  by  occupation.  Major  George  W.  Reed,  father 
nf  tlic  Bryan  business  man,  was  born  in  Petersham.  ;\Ias- 
sachusetts,  was  a  farmer,  and  married  Lydia  Smith,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Smith  of  Barry,  Massachusetts,  a 
pioneer  New  Englander  in  lineage,  and  a  farmer  by  call- 
ing. Of  the  Reed  family  Mr.  Joe  B.  Reed  is  the  last  of 
the  line.  c\cii  t'luin  Mi.-ajah  Eeed,  his  grandfather.  Major 
Reed  ha. I  tlic  tnllnuMii^  children:  Frederick,  who  was 
the  first  tn  -I'.w  n]!  and  who  spent  his  life  and  died  at 
Hubbardsluun,  ilassuehusetts;  Charles  H.  F.,  who  early 
went  to  sea,  became  a  captain  of  a  vessel,  subsequently 
engaged  in  brokering  and  as  a  speculator  in  New  York 
City,  and  spent  his  last  years  in  California,  dying  in 
San  Francisco. 

Albert  Wadswoeth  Wilkerson.  The  cashier  of  the 
City  National  Bank  of  Bryan  is  preeminently  a  business 
man,  has  devoted  all  his  time  and  energy  to  banking 
since  he  was  a  boy  of  seventeen,  and  his  success  is  due 
to  this  concentration  and  to  his  exceptional  capabilities 
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in  that  field.  Mr.  Wilkerson  came  to  Bryan  in  1902  and 
assisted  in  the  reorganization  of  the  old  Merchants  & 
Planters  National  Bank  into  the  City  National  Bank, 
and  since  that  date  has  held  the  post  of  cashier.  Asso- 
ciated with  hini  in  the  ivork  of  reorganization  were  G.  S. 
Parker,  Ed  Hall,  and  E.  H.  Astin.  Mr.  Wilkerson  came 
to  Bryan  from  Austin,  where  he  had  been  for  thirteen 
years  identified  with  banking,  and  had  entered  the 
City  National  Bank  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  was 
assistant  cashier  when  he  left.  A.  P.  Wooldridge  was 
president  of  the  bank  during  Mr.  Wilkerson 's  connection 
therewith. 

AJbert  Wadsworth  Wilkerson  was  born  in  Eobertson 
county,  Texas,  September  28,  1870,  a  son  of  Jonathan 
G.  Wilkerson,  and  a  grandson  of  E.  Archie  Wilkerson. 
The  latter  was  born  in  County  Clare,  Ireland,  while  his 
wife  was  from  Dublin.  After  coming  to  America  they 
lived  in  Alabama,  and  reared  a  large  family  of  chU- 
dreu.  Jonathan  O.  Wilkerson  was  one  of  the  early-day 
merchants  of  Hearne,  a  member  of  the  pioneer  firm  of 
Brown  &  Wilkerson.  His  death  occurred  in  1873,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-six,  just  at  the  beginning  of  a  promising 
business  success.  He  was  born  in  Wilcox  county,  Ala- 
bama, came  to  Texas  before  the  war  as  a  runaway  boy, 
stopped  at  Matagorda,  and  while  there  enlisted  "in  the 
army,  and  was  one  of  the  boy  soldiers  of  the  Confed- 
eracy. He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church.  He 
was  married  in  Matagorda  to  Miss  Sarah  H.  Wadsworth, 
a  daughter  of  Albert  Wadsworth,  who  at  one  time  was 
an  officer  in  the  United  States  Navy,  was  an  early  settler 
of  Texas,  and  a  merchant  and  justice  of  the  peace. 
Mrs.  Wilkerson  died  in  Hearne  in  1912,  and  her  children 
were:  Albert  W.,  and  Warren  A.,  a  lumberman  of 
Hearne,  in  the  lirm  of  Wilkerson  Brothers. 

Mr.  Albert  W.  WUkerson  belonged  to  the  Episcopal 
church.  He  was  married  in  Austin,  July  16,  1895,  to 
Miss  Mary  Clare  Weeden,  a  daughter  of  F.  T.  Weeden 
of  Austin.  The  children  of  their  marriage  are  three: 
Clare  Aubrey,  and  E<rward  A.  and  John  W.,  twins. 

James  L.  Fountain,  a  real  estate  dealer  of  Bryan, 
Texas,  has  been  identified  with  this  place  since  1875, 
when  he  came  here  from  Dallas  county,  Alabama.  He 
was  born  there,  in  Carlowville,  on  February  5,  1853,  and 
is  a  son  of  James  Alexander  Fountain,  who  brought 
h^s  family  to  Texas  in  the  year  1872,  locating  at  Bryan. 
It  should  be  said  here  that  the  Fountains  are  of  French 
origin  and  ancestry,  this  family  springing  from  one  of 
three  brothers  who  settled  at  Eacine,  Wisconsin,  in  the 
early  days  of  that  place,  and  whose  posterity  scat- 
tered  from   there  to   the  south  and  other  parts  of  the 

.l:iiiH's  AliNander  Fountain  was  a  farmer  by  birth  and 
tr.iiiiiiit;  ;iii.|  he  followed  that  occupation  after  coming 
to  Texas.  He  died  in  1900  when  he  was  seventy-two 
years  of  age.  He  was  a  slave-holder  in  the  early  days 
and  as  a  resident  of  Alabama  he  was  a  well  known  and 
prosperous  planter.  The  Civil  war  reduced  him  to  almost 
penury,  and  he  left  his  native  state  broken  in  fortune, 
here  to  spend  his  remaining  years  of  life.  He  was  a  quiet 
man,  not  given  to  political  activity,  though  a  stanch 
Democrat,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 
He  was  a  man  of  considerable  education,  having  been 
a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Alabama,  at  Tuscaloosa. 
He  married  Miss  Maey  Lily,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Lily,  of  Mississippi.  She  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  and 
her  children  were  as  follows:  Dr.  Thomas  L.,  who  died 
in  Bryan  in  1876,  unmarried;  James  L.,  of  this  review; 
Charles  P.,  professor  of  English  in  the  Agricultural  and 
Mechanical  College  of  Texas;  Lily,  the  wife  of  J.  W. 
Eagsilale,  died  at  Bryan;  Nellie,  unmarried;  Dr.  Henry 
L.,  of  Bryan;  Edmond  J.,  of  Bryan;  Rosa,  wife  of  W. 
S.  Howell,  who  died  in  San  Antonio;  and  William  C,  of 
Bryan. 

James  L.  Fountain  gathered  what  might  be  termed  a 
pick-up  education  during  the  war  period,  his  boyhood  ex- 


perience being  similar  to  that  of  the  average  country 
youth,  barring  the  flavor  of  military  activity  that  per- 
vaded the  years  of  his  early  boyhood.  He  began  life  as 
a  clerk  in  Selma,  Alabama.  He  later  studied  dentistry 
and  took  a  course  of  training  in  the  New  Orleans  Dental 
College,  after  which  he  practiced  his  profession  in  Dallas 
county,  Alabama,  coming  to  Texas  in  1875.  He  followed 
his  profession  in  Bryan  for  twenty-five  years,  after  which 
he  abandoned  it  and  turned  his  attention  to  real  estate 
pursuits,  in  which  he  has  since  been  engaged. 

In  1900  Mr.  Fountain  associated  himself  with  his 
brother,  Edmond  J.,  and  together  they  conduct  a  general 
farming  and  real  estate  business,  which  is  exceedingly 
prosperous.  They  buy  and  sell  lands  and  are  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Brazos  County  Development  Company  of 
Bryan,  a  thriving  enterprise  of  the  city.  Mr.  Fountain 
was  active  in  securing  the  location  of  the  Allen  Academy 
at  Bryan,  and  he  has  served  as  a  trustee  of  the  school 
He  has  also  served  in  a  similar  capacity  in  the  public 
schools,  and  he  is  now  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Bryan  Baptist  Academy.  His  interest  in 
educational  work  is  a  live  and  healthy  one,  and  he  has 
done  good  work  in  the  various  posts  he  has  held  along 
those  lines. 

Mr.  Fountain  is  a  Democrat  by  birth,  and  in  1876  he 
cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Samuel  Tilden.  He 
has  since  voted  for  practically  every  regular  nominee  of 
the  party.  He  has  played  a  fairly  active  part  in  local 
and  district  politics,  and  in  1901  was  elected  to  the 
lower  house  of  the  state  legislature,  serving  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  27th  assembly.  He  later  served  from  the 
same  district  as  a  member  of  the  28th,  29th,  32d  and 
33d  legislative  bodies.  When  first  a  member  Mr.  Foun- 
tain was  assigned  to  the  appropriations  committee  and 
the  educational  committee,  and  he  was  active  and  help- 
ful in  legislation  favorable  to  the  A.   &  M.   College. 

In  1886  Mr.  Fountain  was  married  in  Bryan  to  Miss 
Mary  Calhoun,  who  came  to  Texas  as  a  child  and  the 
niece  of  Colonel  Yarborough  of  Grimes  county.  She  died 
on  November  17,  1892,  the  mother  of  Frances,  now  the 
wife  of  Edwin  P.  Price,  who  is  a  resident  of  Chicago 
and  has  one  son,  Edwin  P.  Price,  Jr. 

Marx  Marcus.  A  business  man  of  North  Texas,  who 
during  his  career  at  Wichita  Falls  and  elsewhere  gained 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  entire  community,  and 
whose  public  spirit  was  as  notable  as  his  success,  was 
the  late  Marx  Marcus,  who  came  to  Texas  about  forty 
years  ago,  and  from  modest  beginnings  created  a  large 
and  prosperous  business. 

Marx  Marcus  was  born  in  Poland,  and  in  his  native 
land  married  Pauline  Mittenthal.  In  1869  when  both 
were  quite  young  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
and  first  located  in  New  York  City,  but  in  a  little 
while  went  west  and  lived  in  Peoria,  Illinois,  until 
1875.  In  that  year  they  came  to  Texas,  and  located  at 
Tyler,  in  Smith  county,  where  Mr.  Marcus  was  in  the  dry 
goods  business.  He  afterwards  moved  to  Gainesville, 
and  was  in  the  same  line  of  trade,  and  in  1882  came 
to  Wichita  Falls,  where  for  sixteen  years  he  was  one 
of  the  successful  merchants.  In  1898,  though  still 
keeping  his  home  at  Wichita  Falls,  he  extended  his 
enterprise  to  the  operation  of  a  large  ranch  in  the 
vicinity  of  Amarillo,  and  was  in  the  cattle  business  there 
until  1904.  In  that  year  at  Wichita  Falls,  he  established 
the  plant  of  the  People's  Ice  Company,  of  which  he  was 
president,  and  which  he  lived  to  see  established  upon  a 
substantial  basis. 

The  late  Marx  Marcus  died  at  Wichita  Falls,  May  12, 
1905,  when  fifty-four  years  of  age.  He  was  a  man  of 
exceptional  enterprise,  of  an  ambitious  spirit  which  had 
carried  him  successively  through  all  the  vicissitudes  of 
business  experience,  and  together  with  industry  had  a 
character  as  a  man  of  conviction  and  sterling  ideals  of 
honor.  After  coming  to  America  he  was  patriotic  and 
public  spirited  in  all  his  relations  with  civic  affairs,  and 
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in  his  death  his  community  lost  a  man  whose  place  was 
hard  to  fill.  He  took  a  keen  interest  in  Wichita  Falls,  and 
during  his  long  residence  in  Texas  gained  and  retained 
numerous  friends.  His  widow,  who  still  survives,  is  a 
resident  of  Dallas,  Texas,  and  is  now  sixty  years  of 
age.     They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children. 

Maeion  O.  Nix.  There  is  no  one  official  of  Falls 
county  to  whom  the  community  is  more  indebted  for 
practical  and  permanent  improvements  in  county  affairs 
than  to  Marion  O.  KLx,  county  treasurer.  His  earnest- 
ness, honesty  and  unassuming  ability  have  retained  him 
in  office  during  two  terms,  and  the  final  result  of  his 
faithful  and  progressive  service  is  not  only  to  firmly  es- 
tablish him  in  the  confidence  of  the  local  public,  but  to 
give  him  a  place  among  the  men  who  may  be  named  as 
the  builders  of  the  great  commonwealth  of  Texas.  Mr. 
Nix  was  born  in  Dallas  county,  Arkansas,  April  15, 
1848,  and  is  a  son  of  Isham  J.  and  Fiances  W.  (Berry) 
Nix.  His  father,  a  native  of  Franklin  county,  Georgia, 
was  born  August  28,  1822,  and  in  his  native  county  was 
for  a  number  of  years  engaged  in  farming.  Subse- 
quently he  migrated  to  Arkansas,  where  he  resided  for 
some  years,  and  in  1877  came  to  Texas,  this  state  being 
his  home  from  that  time  until  his  death  in  1898.  He 
devoted  his  entire  life  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  was 
known  as  an  industrious  workman  and  a  public-spirited 
citizen.  He  married  Frances  W.  Berry,  who  was  born 
September  11,  1820,  in  Newton  county,  Georgia,  and  she 
passed  away  in  October,  1898,  "having  been  the  mother 
of  seven  children,  as  follows :  Marion  O.,  of  this  review ; 
Juliet  T. ;  Harriet,  who  is  deceased ;  Naonica,  who  is 
also  deceased;  George  A.;  Newton,  who  is  deceased;  and 
Daniel  A. 

Marion  O.  Nix  received  his  early  educational  training 
in  the  public  schools  of  Dallas  county,  Arkansas,  and  in 
his  boyhood  divided  his  time  between  his  school  books 
and  the  duties  of  the  home  farm.  He  completed  his 
studies  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and  for  ten  years 
thereafter  followed  farming  in  Arkansas.  In  1877  he 
accompanied  his  father  to  Texas,  and  was  employed  on 
farms  in  various  capacities  until  1898,  when  he 
was  thrown  from  a  mule,  and  in  the  fall  broke  the  knuckle 
bone  from  his  hi]^,  whlcli  lias  iiindr  liiiii  ;i  rii]i|)le  ever 
since.  In  1900  Mi.  Xiv  vrrr,v,..i  \hr  rl.'ctinii  to  the 
office  of  the  justiiT  nf  tlir  |i(':h-i'  c.f  ('Inltnii.  an  office 
which  he  filled  satistnrri.rilv  l.ir  six  yravs,  an,l  follow- 
ing this  spent  four  years  as  a  clerk  in  a  mercantile 
establishment  in  that  city,  being  so  engaged  at  the  time 
of  his  election,  in  1910,  to  the  otfice  of  county  treasurer, 
an  office  to  which  he  was  re-elected  in  1912.  He  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  office  with  zeal,  honesty  and 
ability,  and  has  established  a  record  for  notable  vig- 
ilance in  safeguarding  public  office,  of  praiseworthy 
enthusiasm  in  official  service,  and  of  splendid  adherence 
to  high  ideals. 

On  August  31,  1873,  Mr.  Nix  was  married  in  Dallas 
county,  Arkansas,  to  Miss  Lethea  E.  Toone,  and  to  this 
union"  there  have  been  born  eight  children,  namely: 
Eobert  T.,  Walter  N..  Lawrence  G.,  Frank  M.,  Charles 
E.,  .lohn  E.,  Lucian  M.  and  Ira,  of  whom  Charles  E.  is 
deceased.     Mr.  Nix  lias  ahvays  been  n  stalwart  Democrat. 

His    fraternal    coiiih  .  i -      ihlihlc     iiu'iiibership    in    the 

Masons,  and  his  n  1  _  -  tliai   i.t  the  Missionary 

Baptist  church.      II. ii      -    n    n -nlenee  at  Marlin, 

has  a  wide  acquaintinic..  in  tin-,  rMiiiiniinity,  and  numbers 
his  friends  by  the  scores. 

William  W.  Snell  has  been  identified  with  the  county 
clerk's  ofiice  of  Falls  county  for  a  period  of  eighteen 
years,  the  last  four  years  as  clerk,  and  during  this  en- 
tire time  has  shown  himself  eminently  fitted  for  the 
discharge  of  its  duties.  Always  noted  as  a  man  who 
could  get  results,  his  service  has  been  characterized  by 
industry,  faithfulness  and  honesty,  while  his  standing 
as  a  citizen  is  firm  and  broad.     A  vigorous,  wide-awake. 


experienced  man,  he  promises  to  maintain  the  service 
of  which  he  is  the  head  at  its  past  standard  of  superior- 
ity, and  incorporate  into  the  system  the  methods  deemed 
advisable  by  the  needs  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Snell  was  born  January  6,  1862,  in  Wilcox  county, 
Alabama,  and  is  a  son  of  J.  W.  and  Bernetta  (Green) 
Snell.  His  father,  also  a  native  of  Alabama,  where  he 
was  born  in  1822,  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
there  until  1877,  and  in  that  year  came  to  Texas  and 
settled  in  Falls  county,  where  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life  and  died  in  1904.  He  was  a  public-spirited 
citizen  and  industrious  workman,  and  attained  a  fair 
measure  of  success  through  individual  eflfort.  Mr.  Snell 
married  Bernetta  Green,  who  was  born  in  Florida  in  1824, 
and  she  still  survives  him  and  is  living  in  Jones  county, 
Texas,  at  the  remarkable  age  of  eighty-four  years.  There 
were  eight  children  in  the  family,  "as  follows:  Ella, 
Eossie,  William  W.,  John  H.,  James  E.,  Annie,  Edward 
and  Mamie. 

Until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  William  W.  Snell 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Falls  county,  here  com- 
pleting the  studies  begun  in  his  native  state.  He  then 
gave  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  until  he 
reached  his  majority,  and  then,  realizing  the  need  of 
further  education,  took  a  business  course  at  Little  Bock, 
Arkansas,  where  he  devoted  special  attention  to  book- 
keeping. Upon  his  graduation  from  the  business  college 
he  was  appointed  deputy  clerk  of  Falls  county,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present  he  has  continued  to  be 
connected  with  this  office.  After  fourteen  years  in  the 
capacity  of  deputy,  in  1910  he  became  his  party's  candi- 
date for  clerk,  and  was  subsequently  elected  to  that  posi- 
tion, and  re-elected  in  1912.  He  has  been  faithful  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  Falls  county  has  no 
more  popular  official. 

On  February  27,  1S95,  Mr.  Snell  was  married  at  Eagan, 
Falls  county,  to  Miss  Minnie  Chapman,  daughter"  of 
Henry  D.  and  Georgia  Ann  (Finney)  Chapman,  and  to 
this  union  there  have  come  four  children,  namely:  Chesly 
C,  Leroy  W.,  Bessie  Ilene  and  Leslie  B.  Mr.  Snell  is 
prominent  in  local  fraternal  circles  as  a  member  of  the 
lodges  of  the  Masons,  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  Mod- 
ern Woodmen  of  America.  A  Democrat  since  attaining 
his  majority,  he  has  wielded  a  distinct  iiitlin'n.c  in  his 
community  and  is  one  of  his  party's  nm^t  .li'|iriHlalile 
workers.  His  religious  connection  is  with  th.'  I'.aptist 
church.  Mr.  Snell  has  invested  in  realty  in  tliis  si.,tion, 
and  in  addition  to  his  home  in  Marlin  is  tlu^  owner  of 
287  acres  of  good  farming  land  in  Brazos  cniintv.  While 
he  is  popular  among  his  fellow-citizens.  Mr."  Snell  is 
more  given  to  the  sociability  which  is  in  the  household 
than  that  which  centers  in  the  club. 

Benjamin  L.  L.  Taylor.  Falls  county  is  an  excep- 
tionally well  governod  cnninuinity,  made  so  by  the  efficient 
and  unselfish  scr\ir(s  nf  tlio^o  who  have  been  elected  to 
positions  of  ]inlirn-  tnisl.  :iinl  aiinnii;-  the  officials  who 
are  dischargiuy  tlmn  dntin^  in  a  rn|ialile  manner  is 
found  Benjamin    I..    I,.    Tn\lMi-.    In-lin'  ,.f  tlie  peace.     A 

resident   of   Marlin    -m..-    1: Ii,.  lia^   Innl   rxperience   in 

official  and  l,iisiii.-<  111,.,  :,„.[  thi^,  mnilniird  with  nat- 
ural .abdity,  keen  disccniiiiniit  :ma  a  kimwlrdyo  of  human 
nature,  enables  him  to  maintain  the  high  standard  and 
dignity  of  his  office.  Judge  Taylor  has  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Falls  county,  having  been  born  here  on  his 
father's  farm.  Feliruarv  24,  1871,  a  son  of  Eev.  Isaac 
and  Amanda    njiilih'i    Tavlur. 

Eev.  Isaac  TaNtir  \vn~  liiiin  in  Kentucky,  and  was  a 
child  of  four  ynai,  when  tnki>ii  by  his  parents  to  Illinois, 
the  family  settliiit;  in  Ihc  vicinity  of  Springfield,  where 
the  lad  was  reared  and  educated  and  ado]>ted  the  occu- 
pation of  farmer.  He  was  twenty-four  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Texas  and  settled  in  Falls  county,  and 
his  subsequent  career  was  spent  here  as  a  farmer  and 
minister  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  here  his  death 
occurred   in    1895.     He   was   married   first   in   Texas   to 
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Miss  Amanda  Euble,  who  was  born  in  Falls  county  in 
1831,  and  she  died  in  1875,  having  been  the  mother  of 
three  children:  May,  Benjamin  L.  L.  and  Caledonia. 
Mr.  Taylor's  second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Cazady  Eng- 
lish, of  West  Falls,  Falls  county,  and  she  still  survives 
and  resides  at  Chilton.  There  were  no  children  by  the 
second  union. 

The  public  schools  of  Falls  county  furnished  Benjamin 
L.  L.  Taylor  with  his  educational  training,  and  until  he 
was  nineteen  years  of  age  he  applied  himself  assidu- 
ously to  his  studies.  Following  this,  he  spent  four  years 
in  assisting  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  homestead 
place,  and  then  went  to  Blevins,  where  he  accepted  a 
position  as  bookkeeper  in  a  mercantile  establishment. 
He  was  so  occupied  for  a  period  of  five  years,  and  then 
came  to  Marlin,  having  been  elected  district  clerk,  a  ca- 
pacity in  which  he  acted  acceptably  for  sis  years,  and 
upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  ofoffice  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  insurance  and  cotton  business,  a  venture 
upon  which  he  concentrated  his  activities  until  1910, 
when  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of  Marlin.  He 
has  continued  to  act  in  this  capacity  to  the  present,  and 
his  management  of  the  affairs  of  his  office  has  been  such 
as  to  win  him  universal  commendation. 

Judge  Taylor  was  married  November  16,  1890,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride  near  Holland,  Bell  county,  to  Miss 
Cora  Bowers,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Anna  Bowers,  of 
that  county,  and  seven  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union:  Euth,  Roy,  Ronald,  R.  L.,  Ramonia,  Reynold 
and  a  babe.  Judge  Taylor  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political 
views,  and  has  been  active  in  his  support  of  his  party's 
policies  and  principles  in  this  section.  His  fraternal 
affiliations  are  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the 
Masons  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
his  religious  faith  that  of  the  Methodist  church.  When 
he  is  able  to  put  aside  the  duties  of  his  office  and  take 
a  vacation,  he  goes  on  hunting  and  tishing  trips,  but  his 
greatest  pleasure  is  found  in  his  home,  and  he  is  the 
owner  of  a  comfortable  residence  at  Marlin. 

Charles  D.  Fant.  Under  the  conditions  and  organ- 
ization of  today,  the  fire  department  of  any  progressive 
community  worthy  the  name  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant in  the  municipal  service,  and  its  management  re- 
quires rare  abilities  of  an  executive  nature,  good  diplo- 
matic powers  in  the  handling  of  a  large  body  of  men, 
the  bravery  and  courage  of  a  soldier  and  "the  broad 
judgment  and  directing  powers  of  a  general.  All  of 
these  qualities  were  taken  into  consideration  when  Charles 
D.  Fant  was  chosen  assistant  chief  of  the  Marlin  Fire 
Department,  November  6,  1913,  since  which  time  he  has 
continued  to  act  in  his  official  capacity.  Mr.  Fant  was 
born  in  Henry  county,  Alabama,  November  22,  1873, 
and  is  a  son  of  Terrell  C.  and  Mattie  M.  (Hamilton) 
Fant,  the  former  born  at  Ansonville,  South  Carolina,  in 
1846,  and  the  latter  in  Dale  county,  Alabama,  in  the  same 
year.  Mr.  Fant,  a  farmer  by  vocation,  brought  his  fam- 
ily to  Texas  in  1879  and  settled  at  Waco,  here  continu- 
ing in  agricultural  pursuits  up  to  the  time  of  his  death 
in  190.5,  the  mother  surviving  until  1911.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children,  as  follows:  Samuel,  "who  is  de- 
ceased; Low  M.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  J.  M.  Lockridge,  of 
Waco;  John  W.,  a  prosperous  retired  farmer  of  Fort 
Worth,  Texas;  Terrell,  who  is  a  farmer  in  McLennan 
county;  Charles  D.,  of  this  review;  and  one  chUd  who 
died  in  infancy. 

The  early  education  of  Charles  D.  Fant  was  secured 
in  the  public  schools  of  McLennan  county,  and  his  youth 
was  devoted  to  a  variety  of  pursuits,  in  all  of  which  he 
displayed  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm  and  determination  to 
succeed.  When  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age  he  em- 
barked in  business  on  his  own  account,  becoming  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  grocery  establishment  at  Erath,  McLennan 
county,  where  he  was  subsequently  made  postmaster. 
After  two  years  he  disposed  of  his"  interests  there  and 
went  to  Muskogee,  Oklahoma,  where  he  was  also  engaged 


in  the  same  line  of  business  and  was  deputy  sheriff  of 
Muskogee  county  during  his  residence  there.  He  resided 
in  Oklahoma  until  April,  1911,  when  he  came  to  Marlin 
and  founded  a  meat  market,  which  he  conducted  for  nine 
months,  then  selling  out  to  engage  in  the  restaurant 
business.  Three  months  later  he  disposed  of  this  and  be- 
came a  dealer  in  horses  and  mules,  but  in  1912,  when  he 
joined  the  Marlin  Fire  Department,  he  retired  from  busi- 
ness affairs.  On  November  6,  1913,  he  was  appointed 
assistant  chief.  The  assistant  chief  is  a  man  of  forty- 
one  years,  vigorous,  wide-awake  and  experienced,  and 
promises  to  assist  to  maintain  the  service  at  its  past 
standard  of  superiority,  and  incorporate  into  the  sys- 
tem the  methods  and  improvements  indicated  by  the  ad- 
vancement of  science  and  mechanics. 

Mr.  Fant  is  a  member  of  the  Masons,  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  His 
business  affairs  have  been  successful  in  a  material  way 
and  he  has  shown  his  confidence  in  the  future  prosperity 
of  Falls  county  by  investing  in  land  here,  being  the 
owner  of  a  fine  ranch  of  sixty-four  acres.  A  consistent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  he  takes  an  active 
and  helpful  interest  in  its  work.  In  political  matters 
Mr.  Fant  gives  his  unreserved  support  to  the  Democratic 
party,  but  has  never  found  time  to  actively  engage  in 
polities   as   an  office  seeker.     He  is  unmarried. 

MoKRis  A.  Marcus.  Among  the  progressive  younger 
business  men  who  through  their  activities  are  developing 
the  commercial  and  industrial  interests  of  Wichita  Falls, 
one  of  the  ablest  is  Morris  A.  Marcus,  son  of  the  late 
Marx  Marcus,  and  now  directing  head  of  the  People 's 
Ice  Company,  the  largest  manufacturing  concern  in  this 
section  of  Texas.  Mr.  Marcus  has  been  identified  with 
this  enterprise  since  its  beginning,  and  its  success  has 
in  no  small  degree  been  created  by  his  energy  and  man- 
agement. 

Morris  A.  Marcus  is  a  Texan,  and  was  born  at  Tyler 
in  Smith  County,  May  7,  1878.  When  he  was  three  years 
old  his  parents  moved  to  Wichita  Falls,  and  after  at- 
tendance at  the  public  schools  he  was  sent  to  New  York 
to  attend  Packer  College.  He  did  not  remain  to 
graduate,  but  returned  to  Wichita  Falls  to  enter  business 
with  his  father,  and  since  the  latter 's  death  has  been 
treasuier  and  secretary  of  the  People's  Ice  Company. 
The  original  plant  which  was  at  first  considered  large 
enough  to  take  care  of  all  demands,  was  found  inade- 
quate as  the  business  continued  to  grow  and  on  May  1, 
1913,  the  new  plant  was  ready  for  occupancy,  a  structure 
covering  two  acres  of  land  with  a  capacity  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  tons  of  ice  daily.  Thirty  men  are  employed 
in  the  business,  fifteen  teams  are  used  in  delivering  the 
product,  and  the  equipment  is  of  the  latest  and  most 
highlv  improved  pattern  manufactured.  Mr.  Marcus  is 
one  olf  the  most  progressive  and  energetic  men  of  Wichita 
Falls,  and  has  other  relations  with  local  business  affairs. 
In  political  matters  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  is  not  a 
politician  except  where  the  welfare  of  his  community- 
has  been  concerned.  He  is  a  master  Mason,  and  affili- 
ated with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

On  May  25,  1902,  at  Weatherford,  Texas,  Mr.  Marcus 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Glennie  Barry,  a 
native  of  Texas  and  a  daughter  of  Dr.  William  and 
Rosie  Barrv,  her  father  being  deceased.  Three  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marcus:  Adele,  born  in 
1903  at  Abilene,  and  now  attending  school  in  Wichita 
Palls;  Lawrence,  born  in  1904  at  Abilene  and  also  a 
public  school  student ;  and  Kathryne,  born  at  Wichita 
Falls  in  1909.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  more 
enthusiastic  booster  for  Wichita  Falls,  its  people,  its 
opportunities  and  its  climate,  than  Mr.  Marcus,  for,  to 
use  his  own  words,  he  has  "seen  the  town  grow  from  a 
shoestring  and  expects  to  see  it  continue  to  prosper." 
One  of  ih  best  features,  to  his  way  of  thinking,  is  its 
climate.  It  has  specially  impressed  itself  upon  him  as  a 
lover   of   outdoor   life   and   sports. 
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Francis  A.  Nott.  One  of  the  prosperous 
terprises  of  Marlin  which  is  meeting  with  pr 
der  able  and  effective  management,  is  the  Alarlin  Steam 
Laundry,  of  which  Francis  A.  Nott  is  proprietor.  He 
has  been  identified  with  business  interests  here  only 
since  July,  1913,  but  has  impressed  himself  upon  the  com- 
munity as  an  energetic  and  progressive  business  man 
and  a  citizen  who  may  be  relied  upon  to  help  his  new 
locality  in  every  possible  way.  Mr.  Nott  is  an  Arkansaii 
by  nativity,  born  in  Crawford  county,  July  31,  1872,  a 
son  of  Cyril  W.  and  Leathy   (Forrester)   Nott. 

Mr.  Nott  comes  of  Eevolutionary  stock,  one  of  his  an- 
cestors having  been  a  soldier  in  the  patriot  army  during 
the  War  for  American  Independence.  His  father  was 
born  in  Washington  county,  Arkansas,  and  came  to  Bell 
county,  Texas,  in  1875,  here  settling  on  a  tract  of  land 
and  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued during  his  active  career.  At  this  time  he  is  liv- 
ing somewhat  retired,  making  his  home  at  Temple,  Bell 
county.  Mrs.  Nott,  who  was  born  near  Greenville,  South 
Carolina,  in  1832,  passed  away  in  1911,  having  been 
the  mother  of  three  children :  Francis  A. ;  Phoebe, 
who  married  B.  F.  Giles,  of  Temple,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren— Beatrice  and  Sybil;  and  Florence,  who  married 
T.  F.  Prater,  of  Temple,  and  has  two  children — Bernice 
and  Mabel. 

Francis  A.  Nott  attended  the  public  schools  of  Temple, 
Texas,  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  continued 
as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  until  his  thirty-first  year.  At  that 
time  he  turned  his  attention  to  mercantile  lines,  and  also 
engaged  in  the  laundry  business,  and  in  July,  1913,  came 
to  Marlin  and  purchased  the  Marlin  Steam  Laundry.  He 
has  steadily  developed  this  into  one  of  the  successful 
enterprises  of  the  city,  attracting  a  large  custom  by  good 
workmanship  and  prompt  fidelity  to  every  engagement. 
His  plant  has  been  equipped  with  the  latest  and  most 
highly  improved  machinery  known  to  the  business,  and 
is  now  valued  at  $4,000.  A  thoroughly  progressive  and 
self-made  man,  Mr.  Nott  has  been  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortunes,  fighting  his  own  way  steadily  up  the  lad- 
der of  success  from  a  humble  position  among  the  world's 
workers.  He  has  gained  the  reputation  of  being  a  man 
of  the  strictest  integrity,  and  his  associates  have  every 
reason  to  have  confidence  in  his  business  ability.  When 
the  Progressive  party  was  organized  in  1912,  Mr.  Nott 
became  a  supporter  of  that  organization,  and  although 
he  has  not  been  an  active  politician  has  continued  to 
support  its  priuciples  and  candidates.  With  his  family 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  Fraternally  he 
belongs  to  the  Praetorians  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  but  prefers  the  pleasures  of  the  home  circle  to 
those  to  be  secured  in  fraternal  orders. 

On  December  16,  1894,  Mr.  Nott  was  married  to  Miss 
Nora  Wright,  daughter  of  F.  L.  Wright,  of  Temple, 
Bell  county,  Texas,  and  three  children  have  been  born 
to  this  union :  Imogene,  who  is  a  student  in  the  Marlin 
nigh  school;  Barton,  who  is  in  the  sixth  grade  of  the 
grammar  school;  and  Wilma,  who  is  in  third  grade. 
Botl;  of  Mr.  Nott 's  daughters  are  eligilde  to  membership 
ill  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Sylvester  S.  Munger,  M.  D.  Few  families  of  Texas 
are  better  known  than  that  of  Muuger,  whose  members 
have  been  identified  with  the  history  of  the  state  since 
18.38.  Men  of  the  name  have  honored  the  professions, 
business,  the  military  and  public  and  civic  life,  and 
always  they  have  been  found  contributing  to  the  ma- 
terial progress  and  advancement  which  have  made  the 
great  state  what  it  is  today.  A  worthy  representative  of 
the  name  is  found  in  the  person  of  Dr.  Sylvester  S. 
Munger,  one  of  the  leading  medical  practitioners  of 
Marlin,  a  man  whose  thorough  training,  inherent  ability 
and  devotion  to  his  profession  have  made  his  career  one 
of  rapid  and  consecutive  advancement.  Doctor  Munger 
was  born   in  the  city  of  Houston,  January   1,   1869,  and 


is  a  son  of  the  late  Judge  Sylvester  S.  and  Margaret 
Josephine    (McGowan)    Munger.  ^ 

Judge  Sylvester  S.  Munger  was  born  at  Colchester, 
Connecticut  June  3,  1821,  and  came  to  Texas  in  1838 
settling  in  Fayette  county.  He  was  in  the  civil  service 
of  the  Kepublic  of  Texas  while  the  seat  of  Government 
was  at  San  Felipe,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Jlilam 
Guards,  ot  Houston,  under  Captain  Ridlev,  during  the 
raids  by  the  Mexicans  in  1838-40.  In  an  article  written 
by  Judge  Munger  m  1899,  under  the  title  ' '  Texas  Sixty- 
One  ^ears  Ago  "  and  published  in  the  Lampasas  Leader, 
he  gave  an  interestmg  description  of  several  incidents 
which  occurred  at  that  time,  in  which  he  was  a  partici- 
pant: ''At  this  time  there  were  a  good  many  Indians 
scattered  over  the  country,  and  the  Mexicans  took  special 
pains  to  incite  them  to  depredations  upon  the  settle- 
ments. In  1839  the  capital  of  Texas  was  located  at 
Austin,  on  the  extreme  west  and  north  of  the  settle- 
ments. *  *  In  the  year  1840,  just  succeeding  the 
moving  ot  the  capital  to  Austin,  occurred  one  of  the 
most  daring  raids  the  Indians  ever  made.  This  too  was 
instigated  by  the  Mexicans.  Over  1,000  warriors  'with 
many  squaws  and  pack-horses,  made  a  descent  from  the 
north  entirely  through  Texas,  passing  south  about  fifteen 
miles  east  of  Gonzales,  by  way  of  Victoria,  to  Liunville 
on  the  coast,  a  small  town  on  the  present  site  of  Port 
Lavaca.  They  were  so  stealthy  in  their  advance  that  thev 
were  near  Gonzales  before  the  news  spread,  but  soon  our 
small  scattering  forces  were  in  pursuit.  The  Indians 
sacked  Linnville  and  started  back,  when  they  were 
overtaken  by  the  Texans  about  100  miles  away,  and  a 
fight  ensued.  The  Indians  were  completely  routed.  It 
was  a  running  fight  for  thirty  or  forty  miles.  The 
leaders  m  this  fight  were  Gen.  Felix  Huston,  Col.  J.  H 
Moore,  Capt.  Clark  L.  Owens,  Ben  and  Henry  McCul- 
loeh,  and  others  of  our  brave  frontiersmen.  This  fight 
had  the  effect  of  checking  the  In.lian  ^Irprodations  for 
a  while,  but  there  was  much  an\i(t\  nf  inin.l,  as  our 
forces  were  not  large  enough  for  -r,  „,,tx   :ii   -M  points  " 

In  1854  Judge  Munger  became  jiidyr  oftl nunty  court 

of  Fayette  county  at  LaGrange,  and  prior  to  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war  also  served  as  county  judge  of 
Bastrop  county.  During  the -war  he  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  courier  service  between  Houston  and  Iberia 
Louisiana,  by  General  Magruder.  In  1866  he  moved  to' 
Houston,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business, 
then  went  to  Eureka,  where  he  was  president  of  the 
Eureka  Manufacturing  Company,  in  1877  moved  to  Wil- 
liamson county,  and  in  1880  to  Georgetown,  Texas,  and 
in  1882  went  to  San  Saba  county.  In  1883  he  located 
111  Lampasas  county,  and  in  1885  was  made  postmaster  bv 
President  Arthur,  being  reappointed  to  that  office  in 
1889  by  President  Cleveland.  When  his  term  expired 
he  retired  to  private  life,  and  his  death  occurred  at 
Lampasas,  March  27,  1901.  He  was  a  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Eoyal  Arch  Masons  of  Texas  and  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  church.  Judge  Munger 
married  Margaret  Josephine  McGowan,  who  was  born 
in  1833  in  Coffee  county,  Tennessee,  the  daughter  of 
John  McGowan,  and  granddaughter  of  Andrew  McGowan. 
a  notable  man  in  the  history  of  Tennessee.  At  the  time 
of  the  war,  under  General  Jackson,  he  was  given  a 
colonel's  commission,  raised  n  veciuiont  of  Indians  and 
fought  in  the  battle  of  tin.   \\r^u\.      U,-   came  to  Texas 

m  183o  and  was  proniinn,'     n   ;1 ;,,lv  days  of  the  Be- 

public.  To  Colonel  McG. .«,,,!  un,.  l.nrn  eleven  children, 
and  two  of  the  sons  i.:utiri|iatc,i  in  the  battle  of  San 
Jacinto.  The  family  knew  much  of  the  hardships  of 
frontier  life,  and  when  :\nirgarot  was  but  four  Tears  of 
age  her  father  died,  leavin-  tlio  care  of  the  large  family 
to  the  mother  whn  p.i-r,!  :nv.-,v  six  years  later.  When 
she  was  fourteen  x.:p-  ,.i  ;,^,.  Margaret  McGowan  was 
converted  under  thr  iiimitu  ..f  Rev.  Josiah  Whipple. 
There  was  in  her  ili-if  vtinnu  faith  in  God  which  char- 
acterized her  whole  life.  Her  mind  thirsted  for  knowl- 
edge, and  she  was  never  happier  than  when  reading  such 
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books  as  ' '  Lord  Bacon 's  Essays, "  "  FoX  's  Book  of  Mar- 
tyrs, "  "  Lives  of  Gsorge  Washington  and  his  Generals, ' ' 
etc.  Fortunately  for  her,  a  noted  teacher  from  Scotland, 
a  Professor  Montrose,  established  an  academy  of  high 
grade  at  Anderson,  Texas,  which  she  attended  and  at 
which  she  graduated  when  fifteen  years  old.  For  three 
years  she  taught  school,  and  while  on  a  visit  to  her 
brother,  Carroll,  met  Judge  Munger,  whom  she  married 
in  January,  1S54.  She  led  an  active  Christian  life  and 
for  fourteen  years  was  conference  president  of  the 
Women's  Foreign  Missionary  Society— two  years  in  the 
West  Texas  Conference  and  twelve  years  in  the  North- 
west Texas.  She  had  executive  ability  of  the  highest 
order,  presiding  with  dignity  and  firmness,  mingled  with 
such  sweetness  and  poise  that  commanded  respect  and 
order  in  the  largest  assemblies.  At  the  time  of  her  death 
sorrow  was  universal,  for  her  many  admirable  qualities 
had  made  her  widely  beloved.  She  passed  quietly  away 
in  the  faith  of  her  Maker,  December  4,  1901,  at  Lam- 
pasas. Ten  children  were  born  to  Judge  and  Mrs.  Mun- 
ger, namely:  Nora,  Nelson  C,  Ennis,  Eloise,  Josie,  May, 
Maggie  and  Sylvester  S.,  William  T.  and  Henry  L.  Mag- 
gie and  Sylvester  S.  are  said  to  have  been  the  first 
pair  of  twins  born  in  Houston. 

Dr.  S.  S.  Munger  attended  Centenary  College  at  Lam- 
pasas until  1887,  in  which  year  he  became  clerk  in  the 
postoffice  at  that  place,  and  continued  to  act  as  such  for 
four  years.  During  this  time  he  had  prepared  for  college 
to  some  extent,  having  decided  upon  a  career  in  medi- 
cine, and  took  a  course  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Tennessee.  Upon  his  graduation  there- 
from, in  'l891,  he  embarked  in  practice  at  Rogers,  Bell 
county,  where  he  siient  six  months,  next  went  to  Trick- 
ham,  Coleman  county,  for  one  year,  then  to  Brady,  Mc- 
Lennan county,  for  a  like  period,  and  succeeding  this  to 
Mobeetie,  Wheeler  county,  for  three  years.  His  next  lo- 
cation was  Woodward,  Oklahoma,  where  he  spent  four 
years,  spent  one  year  in  Lampasas  and  a  like  period  in 
Waco,  then  practiced  four  years  at  Perry,  Falls  county, 
and  in  1906  moved  to  Marlin,  Falls  county,  a  health  re- 
sort, which  has  since  been  his  field  of  practice.  He 
has  carried  on  a  general  practice,  specializing  more  or 
less  in  rheumatism  and  skin  and  venereal  diseases,  and 
has  attracted  to  him  a  large  and  lucrative  practice  by 
reason  of  his  acknowledged  skill.  He  has  been  honored  by 
appointment  and  election  to  various  positions  of  trust 
and  responsiliility  in  the  different  sections  where  his 
practice  has  been  located,  serving  as  county  and  city 
phvsician,  a  member  of  the  United  States  Board  of 
Pension  Examiners,  physician  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka 
&  Santa  Fe  Eailroad,  and.  while  in  Oklahoma,  as  coroner. 
Since  1909  he  has  been  citv  pli,vsi,i;m  i.f  ^[ailm.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Knights  ..l  rvtln;,-,  tl,..  .M:im„is,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  mimI  tlir  .Mm.I.'ih  WiMnlmen  ot 
America,  and  serves  in  thr  r;,[,:irity  of  rNaimning  phy- 
sician for  all  of  these  orders.  A  natural  mechanic, 
next  to  his  profession  Doctor  Munger  takes  the  greatest 
interest  in  machinery  of  all  kinds.  He  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  church.  . 

On  February  12,  1895,  Doctor  Munger  was  married 
at  Waco  to  Miss  Maud  Baily,  daughter  of  John  C.  Baily, 
a  retired  stockman  and  farmer,  and  they  have  a  six-year- 
old  daughter,  JIaud. 

John  William  Cook,  M.  D.  During  recent  years  the 
eommunitv  of  Marlin,  Texas,  has  justly  become  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leading  health  resorts  of  the  country, 
and  each  year  is  visited  by  thousands  of  people  in  search 
of  health"  from  all  over  the  United  States.  A  number 
of  institutions  for  the  cure  of  disease  have  been  estab- 
lished here  of  recent  years,  but  the  first  was  founded  by 
Dr.  John  William  Cook,  a  leading  member  of  the  medical 
frnteniity  of  Falls  county  and  proprietor  of  Cook's  Sani- 
tarium for  Chronic  Diseases.  Doctor  Cook  is  a  practi- 
tioner of  twenty- three  years'  standing,  and  has  been 
in  practice  at  Marlin  since  1895,  since  which  time  he  has 


firmly  established  himself  in  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity* and  built  up  a  large  professional  business.  He 
was  born  near  Homer,  Claiborne  Parish,  Louisiana,  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Penelope  Rich- 
ardson   (Boykiu)    Cook. 

John  Cook  was  born  in  Elbert  county,  Georgia,  in 
1822,  there  grew  to  manhood,  and  received  a  good  edu- 
cational training.  He  first  became  a  teacher  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  gave  up  a  professional  career  to  enter 
mercantile  pursuits,  which,  in  turn,  he  left  to  become 
a  farmer.  From  Georgia  he  removed  to  Claiborne  county, 
Louisiana,  and  in  1878  came  to  Texas,  settling  first  in 
Tarrant  county  for  two  years  and  then  moving  to  CoryeU 
county.  Subsequently  he  went  to  McLennan  county, 
where  he  rounded  out  a  long  and  useful  career,  passing 
away  in  1907.  He  had  an  honorable  military  record, 
having  participated  in  the  Mexican  War  under  General 
Thomas,  as  well  as  in  the  Civil  War,  and  was  a  successful 
business  man  and  farmer  and  a  highly-respected  citizen. 
He  was  married  in  Homer,  Louisiana,  to  Penelope  Rich- 
ardson Boykin,  who  was  born  near  Selma,  Alabama,  in 
1833,  and  she  still  survives  him  and  is  a  resident  of 
Moody,  Texas.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Alice  C,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Monk  of  Moody  and  the 
mother  of  four  children — Dr.  Charles  L.,  of  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  Willie  and  Nellie  of  Mineral  Wells,  Texas, 
and  Dr.  John  Boykin  of  Waco;  Dr.  John  William,  of 
this  review;  and  Willie,  the  younger  daughter,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  six  years. 

The  early  eflucational  training  of  Dr.  John  William 
Cook  was  secured  at  Emory  College,  Oxford,  Georgia, 
where  he  spent  three  years  in  literary  work,  and  follow- 
ing this  returned  to  his  home  and  for  one  year  was  em- 
ployed as  a  teacher.  In  1877  he  came  to  Texas,  and  after 
spending  six  months  at  Fort  Worth  moved  on  to  Arling- 
ton, being  deputy  sheriff  of  Tarrant  county  for  a  period 
of  three  years.  Following  this  he  went  to  Bell  county 
and  spent  another  year  as  a  teacher,  and  then  entered 
mercantile  pursuits  as  a  clerk  at  Moody.  After  one  year 
thus  spent  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account 
■and  had  a  successful  business  career  covering  a  period 
of  three  years.  He  had  always,  however,  entertained  an 
ambition  "to  follow  a  professional  career,  and  at  this  time, 
finding  himself  in  a  position  to  gratify  his  desires,  dis- 
posed of  his  mercantile  holdings  and  took  a  course  of 
lectures  and  studied  medicine  at  the  Atlanta  (Georgia) 
Medical  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1891. 
For  three  years  after  receiving  his  diploma  he  practiced 
in  Coryell  county,  and  then  came  to  Marlin  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  a  general  practice,  which  he  has  car- 
ried on  with  much  success  to  the  present  time.  About 
the  year  1895  he  opened  the  first  bath  house  here  and 
the  original  sanitarium,  and  this  has  become  one  of  the 
leading  institutions  of  its  kind  in  the  state,  its  reputa- 
tion having  extended  to  far-distant  points  in  the  country. 
The  Doctor  has  been  a  close  and  earnest  student,  keeping 
fully  abreast  of  the  advancements  continually  being 
made  in  his  calling,  and  in  1898  took  a  post-graduate 
course  at  the  Chicago  Polyclinic,  in  1900  at  New  York, 
and  again  in  1901  at  Chicago.  He  belongs  to  the  variou<? 
organizations  of  the  profession,  and  is  affiliated  fra- 
ternally with  the  Masons,  in  which  he  has  attained  the 
Chapter  do'^reo.  tlip  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Kiiiiilits  of  I'vtliins  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 
His  poli7irnl  \M'i\s  roircspond  with  those  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  aii.l  Ins  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Meth- 
odist church.  He  is  devoted  to  his  calling,  and  his  prac- 
tice is  of  such  an  extensive  nature  that  he  seldom  is 
allowed  time  for  recreation,  but  when  he  is  able  to  take 
vacations  they  are  spent  in  hunting  and  fishing.  He  has 
been  successful  in  a  business  way,  and  ia  addition  to 
his  residence  and  sanitarium,  he  is  the  owner  of  three 
houses  and  lots  in  Marlin  and  of  887  acres  of  fine  ranch 
land  in  Jim  Wells  county,  also  a  six-story  hotel  and  bath- 
house combined. 

On  August  10,  1882,  Doctor  Cook  was  married  at  "The 
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Grove, ' '  in  Coryell  county,  to  Miss  Ellen  Torbett,  daugh- 
ter of  J.  C.  Torbett,  of  McGregor,  and  three  children 
have  been  born  of  this  union:  Laverge,  who  married  W. 
A.  Karns,  a  salesman  of  Waco,  and  has  two  children — 
Mary  E.  and  Laverge ;  Jessie,  who  married  L.  M.  Loring, 
superintendent  of  the  Southwestern  District  for  the 
Southwestern  Telephone  Company,  and  a  resident  of 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas;  and  May  N.,  who  is  single  and 
resides  with  her  parents  at  Marlin. 

James  Otis  Chance.  A  resident  of  Brazos  county 
since  he  was  sis  years  of  age,  James  Otis  Chance  is 
descended  from  one  of  the  original  Austin  colony,  and 
during  the  past  thirty  years  has  played  a  varied  and  im- 
portant part  in  his  community  as  a  business  man,  ex- 
tensive farmer,  and  manager  of  land,  and  in  many  useful 
ways  has  advanced  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  his 
locality. 

James  Otis  Chance  was  born  in  Cal.lwoll.  Texas,  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1862.  When  he  was  a  child  Ijuth  parents  died, 
and  he  grew  up  under  the  care  of  an  uncle,  Milton 
Parker,  a  brother  to  his  mother.  Grandfather  J.  B. 
Chance  was  a  surveyor,  and  came  into  Texas  as  a  fol- 
lower of  Stephen  F.  Austin,  settling  in  the  vicinity  of 
old  Washington,  where  he  died.  He  was  a  man  of  spirit, 
a  hardy  pioneer,  and  his  character  as  a  family  man  is 
well  shown  by  his  effort  to  educate  his  children  much 
above  the  usual  standards  of  the  time,  and  he  gave  them 
all  the  advantages  that-  were  afforded  by  the  schools  of 
Independence  and  in  his  home.  J.  B.  Chance  and  wife 
had  the  following  children:  William,  who  died  when  a 
young  man;  Cole,  who  spent  his  life  in  Caldwell  and  in 
Williamson  county,  where  he  died ;  Elijah  J.,  and  Martha, 
who  married  a  Mr.  Wyatt  of  Caldwell,  where  she  died, 
leaving  a  family.  Elijah  J.  Chance,  father  of  James  0. 
Chance,  was  born  in  Tennessee,  but  was  a  .small  child 
when  the  famUy  moved  to  Texas  and  settled  in  Burleson 
county.  Some  years  later  he  devoted  himself  to  the  law. 
He  died  at  a  comparatively  young  age,  from  troubles 
contracted  by  exposure  during  the  war.  He  was  a  Con- 
federate soldier,  fought  with  the  Tennessee  army,  operat- 
ing chiefly  in  Mississippi.  After  the  war  he  devoted 
himself  to  his  profession  at  Caldwell,  where  he  died  in 
1868.  His  wife  was  Miss  Frances  Ann  Parker,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Samuel  Parker,  who  came  from  Tennessee, 
and  was  a  pioneer  Baptist  minister  in  Texas.  Mrs. 
Chance  died  before  her  husband  and  the  children  who 
grew  up  were:  John  P.,  who  left  a  f.aniily  in  Bryan; 
James  Otis  and  Francis  Alexander,  both  of  whom  are 
living.     Two  children  died  in  infancy. 

While  growing  up  the  early  years  of  James  O.  Chance 
were  spent  in  Bryan,  and  he  lived  in  a  family  and  un- 
der the  influance  of  a  busy  and  thrifty  man,  whose  suc- 
cess was  of  a  marked  character.  Tims  he  had  a  good 
training  for  the  practical  work  of  life,  althousrh  his  edu- 
cation, so  far  as  books  were  r,.iir,.i  i.  1.  .n-  nm.-h  neg- 
lected. In  young  manhood  li.'  1  r-n  n  :  rrsliip, 
and  worked  three  years  f(ir  a  -:i.MI.  '.  i  '  i  ""I  then 
for  some  time  was  in  the  sa.l.llnx  t"  -n  .--  <"i  liimself 
at  Temple.  Returning  tn  P.ryaii  in  1^^;,  ^li.  < 'lianca 
opened  a  grocerv.  with  his  brother,  inidi  i  tlir  name  of 
Chance  Brothers!  This  firm,  whifli  rvistnJ  s,.ni.'  ten  or 
twelve  years,  was  a  prosperous  cstalilislniH'iit .  and  was 
finally  acquired  by  Mr.  Chance  in  P^Ol  and  lie  .".inducted 
this  business  alone  until  1895.  On  leavinii  merchan- 
ilising  Mr.  Chance  engaged  in  farmin^.  In  this  Hue  his 
enterprise  is  easily  one  of  the  most  important  in  the 
Brazos  Valley.  When  he  started  out  he  directed  his  at- 
tention to  a  great  tract  of  virgin  soil  along  the  Brazos 
River,  less  than  one  hundred  acres  of  which  was  then 
under  cultivation.  After  twenty  years  of  close  applica- 
tion to  farm  development,  Mr.  Chance  has  achieved  a  re- 
sult worth  while.  Some  thirty-five  hundred  acres  have 
been  brought  into  a  productive  state,  and  scores  of  homes 
for    tenants    have    been    liuilt,    and    far    and    wide    th.i 


operations  of  successful  husbandry  are  now  carried  on 
under  the  Chance  management. 

Mr.  Chan.'e  was  married  in  Brazos  county,  December 
18,  18S7.  to  AIi-^.  (ienrge  Bessman.  She  is  the  only 
daughter  ..t  (;.nr^,.  Williams,  who  came  to  Texas  in  the 
early  fiftms.  Hi-;  ..n-mal  state  was  Connecticut,  and  he 
was  born  at  A'orth  Stonington,  in  1818.  Growing  up  al- 
most entirely  dependent  upon  his  own  resources  and 
ability,  he  finally  came  west  and  engaged  in  the  buying 
of  furs,  finally  reaching  Texas  and  establishing  stores  at 
different  points  along  the  Brazos  River.  In  connection 
with  his  trading  operations  he  wisely  invested  in  land, 
and  accumulated  a  vast  amount  of  the  virgin  bottom 
lands.  His  later  years  were  spent  as  a  rancher,  and  his 
home  and  his  pride  was  the  famous  ' '  GG  ' '  Ranch,  one  of 
the  best  known  of  the  older  homesteads  of  Burleson 
county,  and  which  in  recent  years,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  Chance,  has  become  equally  noted  for  its 
diversified  agriculture  as  much  ^s  in  earlier  years  for  its 
live  stock  and  cotton.  George  Williams  died  January  2, 
1897.  He  married  Mrs.  Patience  (Lawson)  Loverin,  who 
was  a  daughter  of  John  H.  and  Sallie  Richardson  Dent 
Lawson.  The  Dents  were  of  the  old  Georgia  stock  of 
that  name,  and  both  they  and  the  Williams  family  went 
back  to  Revolutionary  ancestry.  Mrs.  Chance  was  the 
only  chUd  of  George  Williams  and  wife.  She  grew  up 
on  the  old  ranch,  but  was  educated  in  Philadelphia,  and 
in  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  was  married  soon  after 
leaving  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chance  have  the  follow- 
ing children:  George  G.,  born  in  1888,  now  associated  in 
business  with  his  father,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Lucile  Williamson  has  a  daughter,  Eleanor  Frances; 
Catherine  Parker,  who  was  borm  January  4,  1892,  and 
died  in  childhood;  James  Otis,  .Jr.,  a  schoolboy,  and  now 
a  student  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  Chance  fam- 
ily have  membership  in  the  Episcopal  church.  At  West 
Anderson  street,  in  Bryan,  on§  of  the  new  and  splendid 
homes  is  that  of  Mr.  Chance  and  family.  It  is  a  beauti- 
ful colonial  residence  and  its  broad  and  ample  galleries 
are  themselves  typical  of  the  generous  hospitality  which 
has  ever  been  characteristic  of  this  family. 

A.  Marcus.  Vice  president  of  the  People's  Ice  Com- 
pany of  Wichita  Falls,  A.  Marcus  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent citizens  who  have  earned  a  place  among  local 
business  men  entitled  to  the  honor  of  substantial  achieve- 
ment and  success.  Although  still  a  young  man  he  has 
demonstrated  his  fitness  to  handle  large  concerns. 

A  son  of  the  late  Marx  Marcus,  A.  Marcus  was  born  at 
Gainesville,  Cooke  county,  Texas,  July  31,  1881.  The 
public  schools  of  Wichita  Falls,  where  he  has  resided 
since  infancy,  furnished  him  his  preliminary  education, 
and  he  was  for  a  time  a  student  in  the  Agricultural 
and  Mechanical  College.  Ambitious  to  begin  a  career 
of  his  own,  he  left  before  graduation,  and  became  identi- 
fied with  the  cattle  industry  in  Potter  County,  where 
liis  father  was  at  that  time  operating.  After  five  years 
he  sold  his  own  interests  there,  and  became  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  establishment  of  the  People's  lee 
Company,  of  which  he  haS  since  been  vice  president. 
This  business,  some  description  of  which  will  be  found 
on  another  page,  has  add.'d  materially  to  the  commer- 
cial prestige   of   Wb  Intn    falls,  and  its  officials  are  all 

In  politics  ilr.  Manns  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  is  a 
thirty-second  degree  mason  and  a  shriner,  and  also  a 
popular  member  of  the  local  lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  On  December  5,  1911,  he 
was  married  at  Waco  to  Miss  Carrie  Ettelson,  who  was 
born  in  this  state,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Betty 
Ettelson.  Her  father  is  deceased  and  her  mother  now 
lives  in  Waco.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marcus  have  one  child, 
Benjamin  Marx,  born  .July  20,  1913.  Like  most  west- 
ern men,  Mr.  Marcus  is  a  great  lover  of  outdoor  life,  and 
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has  done  a   great   deal   of  traveling,  being  well  known 
all  over  the  state. 

DxjBANT  MOTIEB  Dansby.  Alabama  is  the  native  state 
of  Durant  Motier  Dansby,  his  birth  occurring  there  in 
Macon  county  on  September  16,  1841,  and  he  was  but 
eight  years  old  when  he  came  to  Texas  with  his  parents. 
He  is  a  son  of  Daniel  M.  Dansby,  who  died  In  Brazos 
county,  this  state,  in  1879,  when  he  was  seventy-seven 
years  of  age.  The  father  was  born  in  Fairfield  District, 
South  Carolina,  and  there  he  was  reared,  getting  a  fairly 
good  education,  and  himself  engaging  in  teaching  for  a 
term  or  two  in  his  native  community.  He  came  to  Ala- 
bama with  his  widowed  mother,  Winzey  (Barker) 
Dansby,  the  widow  of  Isham  Dansby,  who  died  in  South 
Carolina  in  early  life,  leaving  children  as  follows :  Daniel 
M.,  father  of  "the  subject;  John,  who  died  at  Barber 
county,  Alabama;  Isham,  who  died  in  Alabama,  near 
Bladen  Springs;  Catherine,  who  married  Jesse  Johns  and 
died  in  Cass  county,  Texas ;  and  a  daughter  who  married 
Jacob  Minshew  and  died  in  Union  county,  Arkansas. 

Durant  M.  Dansby  had  his  early  training  m  Cass 
county,  town  of  Douglassville,  and  when  the  war  broke 
out  he  enlisted  in  Dallas  on  June  6,  1861,  in  Company  I, 
Third  Texas  Cavalry,  the  command  making  a  forced 
march  to  Missouri  soon  after,  where  it  participated  m 
the  battle  of  Oak  Hills,  or  Springfield,  on  August  10, 
1861.     The  young  soldier  came  through  his  first  battle 


without  suffering 


than 


scare,  and  the 


„.„^..  remained  in  that  section  until  winter  set  m,  when 
it  went  into  winter  quarters  at  Camp  Wigfall,  near  Van 
Buren,  Arkansas.  When  spring  came  the  battle  of  Elk- 
horn  came  on  and  through  this  experience  also  he  passed 
without  injury.  The  enemy  drove  the  command  back  to 
the  Arkansas  Eiver,  where  it  was  dismounted  at  Little 
Eock  and  sent  across  the  Mississippi  to  Corinth,  there  to 
participate  in  the  Mississippi  campaign.  Mr.  Dansby  s 
company  there  joined  in  the  general  work  of  that  locality 
and  in  the  battle  of  luka  he  was  shot  through  the  left 
shoulder,  the  shot  tearing  away  the  humerus  bone  and 
rendering  him  a  cripple  for  the  rest  of  his  days.  He  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Federals,  but  later  escaped,  and 
was  taken  bv  an  uncle  to  Mobile.  Alabama,  and  there 
had  his  wounds  treated,  remaining  in  the  hospital  for 
about  two  months.  He  reached  home  on  June  1,  1863, 
and  was  then  appointed  by  the  Confederate  government 
as  tithe  agent  for  Cass  county,  in  which  office  he  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  ,,,:,, 

When  the  war  was  over,  Mr.  Dansby  settled  /own  to 
farming.  He  made  one  crop,  then  disposed  of  all  his 
Cass  county  lands  and  moved  to  Brazos  county,  settling 
there  in  January,  1867.  He  engaged  in  farming  four 
miles  east  of  Bryan,  buying  land  at  a  figure  of  $-.50  an 
acre  Later  he  was  so  fortunate  as  to  pick  up  other  lands, 
which  seemed  to  him  to  be  fairly  desirable,  at  a  figure  as 
low  as  forty  cents  the  acre.  His  capital  was  small  when 
he  settled  'in  Brazos  county,  and  he  purchased  a  com- 
paratively small  tract  of  land,  to  which  he  applied  him- 
self dUigently  in  the  expectation  that  he  would  make 
a  farm  out  of  it.  He  devoted  himself  rather  closely  to 
sheep  raising,  and  in  that  line  his  success  was  excellent. 
He  increased  his  herd  from  season  to  Feason  untd  the 
drove  aggregated  several  thousand  head,  and  the  clip 
from  this  drove  he  sold  at  forty  cents  the  pound.  He 
paid  close  attention  to  the  quality  of  his  breed,  and  his 
flock  held  a  goodly  number  of  choice  Merinos,  from  which 
he  improved  the  herd  until  a  sheep  would  shear  from  five 
to  eight  pounds  annually.  With  wool  at  that  fi.mno,  i\[r. 
Dansby  prospered,  and  he  gradually  acquired  more  lands. 
He  continued  to  operate  until  the  results  of  his  industry 
made  it  possible  for  him  to  retire  about  ten  years  ago. 
About  twenty  years  ago  he  moved  to  Bryan  and  here  has 
since  maintained  his  residence. 

Mr.  Dansby  is  one  of  the  popular  and  prominent  men 
of  Bryan.     He  is  a  Democrat,  active  in  the  work  of  the 


party,  a  stanch  Baptist,  and  he  has  been  a  Master  Mason 
since  the  war. 

Mr.  Dansby  was  first  married  in  Brazos  county,  on  De- 
cember 14,  1871,  when  Miss  Laura  C.  Todd,  a  daughter 
of  Atha  Todd,  from  Lowndes  county,  Alabama,  became 
his  wife.  On  October  30,  1892,  Mrs.  Dansby  passed 
away,  leaving  three  children.  Marshall  F.,  the  eldest, 
is  a  retired  merchant  and  farmer  of  Bryan ;  Miss  Icy 
married  Edgar  Peters  and  lives  in  Brazos  county;  D. 
Paul  lives  in  Bryan.  On  May  17,  1894,  Mr.  Dansby 
married  Mrs.  Eliza  C.  Lee,  a  daughter  of  J.  Irwin  Bar- 
ron, a  native  son  of  Louisiana.  Concerning  him  a  few 
brief  facts  are  wholly  consistent  with  the  spirit  and  pur- 
pose of  this  work,  and  it  should  be  said  that  he  was 
born  in  Alabama  in  1811  and  died  in  the  year  1866.  He 
was  a  man  of  rather  limited  education  and  was  all  his 
life  a  farmer.  He  was  a  small  slave  holder  in  his  native 
state,  and  served  in  the  southern  army  under  General 
Forrest.  He  was  a  son  of  James  Wingate  Barron,  of 
Union  Parish,  Louisiana,  and  the  family  was  one  of  Irish 
ancestry.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Dansby  was  one  of  four 
brothers:  Jorid  Irvin,  John,  James  and  William.  Jorid 
I.  married  Amelia  Soles,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Soles,  of 
Lowndes  county,  Alabama,  a  farmer  and  large  slave 
holder,  and  the  issue  of  their  union  were  Sarah  Ann, 
Caroline  E.,  Mary  Frances,  James  Wingate,  Elraina,  John 
M.  and  Pink  L.  Of  these,  Caroline  E.  first  married 
George  W.  Lee,  and  her  second  husband  is  Durant  M. 
Dausby.  The  children  of  Mrs.  Dansby  by  her  first  mar- 
riage are  Samuel  Irwin,  of  Neuces  county,  this  state, 
and  Dr.  George  Francis  of  Welborn,  Texas. 

The  family  are  popular  and  prominent  in  Bryan,  where 
they  have  had  a  residence  since  1894,  and  they  have  a 
host  of  stanch  friends  throughout  the  county,  where  they 
have  long  been  favorably  known. 

T.  W.  Parker.  One  of  the  best  known  newspaper 
men  in  the  state  and  one  who  has  done  much  to  promote 
the  best  interests  of  Iowa  Park,  Texas,  and  the  sur- 
rounding communities,  is  T.  W.  JParker,  long  identified 
with  publicity  work  in  these  parts,  and  a  most  success- 
ful and  enterprising  young  man.  It  was  in  1909  that  he 
located  in  Iowa  Park,  and  since  he  took  over  the  paper, 
then  known  as  the  Wichita  County  Herald,  its  successor 
the  Iowa  Park  Herald,  has  reached  a  high  state  of  effi- 
ciency and  popularity  in  and  about  the  county.  Mr. 
Parker  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  capable  newspaper  man 
and  one  who  appreciates  to  the  full  the  functions  and 
responsibUities  of  a  country  sheet. 

T.  W.  Parker  was  born  in  Noble  county,  Indiana,  on 
January  18,  1871,  and  is  a  son  of  Asher  Snow  and  Cloe 
(Wadsworth)  Parker,  the  latter  a  cousin  of  William 
Wadsworth  Longfellow,  of  poetic  fame  and  name.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  New  York  state,  and  he  came  to 
Indiana  as  a  young  man.  He  was  a  well  known  physi- 
cian in  Noble  county,  and  a  noted  Democrat,  participat- 
ing largely  in  the  jiolitical  activities  of  his  time.  Later 
in  life  he  identified  himself  with  newspaper  interests  and 
became  well  and  prominently  known  in  those  circles, 
being  located  for  twenty-six  years  in  Kendallville.  In- 
diana, and  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Kendallville 
News.  He  died  there  in  1904,  at  the  age  of  seventy-l'.vo 
years.  The  mother,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  note,  was 
the  first  white  child  born  in  Noble  county.  Indiana,  her 
birth  occurring  in  18.39,  and  she  died  in  Kendallville, 
Indiana,  in  1882,  when  she  was  but  forty-three  years 
old.  She  was  a  woman  of  many  excellent  attainments 
and  worthy  qualities  of  heart  and  mind.  A  rarely  edu- 
cated woman,  she  was  ever  the  greatest  help  to  her  hus- 
band, and  shared  alike  in  hLs  successes  and  his  disap- 
pointments. They  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  of 
which  number  T.  W.  Parker  of  this  review  was  the 
youngest. 

T.  W.  Parker  attended  school  in  Noble  county  as  a 
boy,  and  he  was  nineteen  years  old  when  he  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  high  school  of  Kendallville.     He  then  went 
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straightway  into  the  newspaper  offices  of  his  father  in 
Kendallville,  ami  remained  there  for  nine  years.  In  1905 
he  went  to  Olslahoma,  settling  in  Shawnee,  that  state, 
and  remaining  for  two  years.  Thence  he  came  to  Na- 
cona  in  1908,  and  for  a  year  at  that  place  he  conducted 
a  newspaper.  In  1909  he  came  to  Iowa  Park,  where  he 
proceeded  to  buy  out  the  Wichita  County  Herald,  tlie 
publication  becoming  known  as  the  Iowa  Park  Eerakl 
upon  his  assumption  of  the  enterprise,  and  it  has  since 
expanded  into  a  most  creditiiMc  [rnjMT  ;ind  a  decided 
boon  to  the  community,  in  .  c.iii|i:m  is.ni  with  its  former 
newspapers.  Today  the  ilirnld  rii](>\s  a  wide  eircuia- 
tion  and  is  patronized  by  the  biisiiuss  men  of  the  county 
to  a  pleasing  degree,  its  methods  and  its  guaranteed  cir- 
culation verifying  the  support  which  the  merchants  and 
other  advertisers  have  accorded  to  it. 

Mr.  Parker  is  a  Democrat,  and  his  paper  voices  his 
opinions  on  political  subjects.  He  is  a  Master  Mason, 
a  Pythian  Knight  and  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  churchly  affiliations  are  with 
the  Episcopal  church. 

Twice  has  Mr.  Parker  been  married.  His  first  mar- 
riage took  place  on  December  2-t,  1896,  at  Montpelier, 
Miami  county,  Indiana,  when  Mihs  Carrie  Rice  became 
his  wife.  She  was  a  dau-hter  nf  C  D.  Rice  and  his  wife, 
and  the  parents  still  iv^i^l.'  in  tlnir  Indiana  home,  though 
Mrs.  Parker  died  in  lUiiii,  Iraxiiiy  two  children:  Ryal 
Bryan  Parker,  born  in  .liilv,  ISDT,  and  Paul  Parker,  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  first  named  is  now  in  business  with 
his  father.  On  April  14,  1903,  Mr.  Parker  married  Miss 
Hazel  Starr,  who  was  a  native  daughter  of  Peru,  In- 
diana.    Xo  children  have  come  of  their  union. 

Antonio  W.  Tobin.  A  life  long  resident  of  the  Lone 
Star  state,  who  has  witnessed  the  wonderful  development 
of  the  Southwest  from  a  wide  o])Pii  ranch  cnuntry,  given 
over  entirely  to  the  raising  of  rattl.-.  tn  unp  .if  tlu>  i^ioat 
est  commercial  and  industri:il  -.■rthui^  nt  tit.'  .i.mitry, 
Antonio    W.    Tobin    has    .•onl  iil.nl.'.l     mat.'riaily    t.J    tl'ic 

ablr  .■..ii.liti..n  al..,ut.  Mr.  T..l.in  w:i-  t'..i~a  number  of 
yeav^  |..m  ^i.iiallv  .'n^au.^.l  in  .attl.'  raising;,  ami  still  owns 
a  ran.h  iii  .rim'  Wells  .ounty,  but  .luriny  the  past  several 
years  has  made  his  home  in  San  Diego,  where  since 
1908  he  has  acted  efficiently  in  the  capacity  of  sheriff 
of  Duval  county. 

Sheriff  Tobin  was  born  in  the  city  of  San  Antonio, 
.Texas,  in  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Dan  and  Josefa  (Na- 
varro) Tobin.  His  father  passed  away  in  1872,  but  his 
mother  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  at  Naco,  Ari- 
zona. She  is  a  daughter  of  Colonel  Navarro,  who  be- 
longed to  one  of  the  prominent  families  of  the  early 
history  of  the  state  and  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Texas  declaration  of  independence.  The  education  of 
Antonio  W.  Tobin  was  secured  in  St.  Mary's  College,  in 
his  native  city,  and  there  he  was  reared  to  manhood. 
He  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death,  and  he  soou  learned  to  be  self-supporting, 
securing  employment  among  tlu'  .  ntth'  men  of  that  vi- 
cinity. When  he  was  twentv  yiais  ,,t  aye  he  went  to 
Zapata  county,  on  the  Mrxi.nn  li..i.|.i.  an.l  there  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  .link,  in  which  he  served 
two  years,  following  which  lie  spent  two  more  years  in 
that  locality,  and  in  1882  removed  to  Neuces  county. 
The  location  in  which  he  made  his  home  became  Jim 
Wells  county,  by  enactment  of  the  State  Legislature. 
May  9,  1911,  and  there  his  handsome  ranch  is  still 
situated.  He  had  been  well  and  thoroughly  trained  and 
possessed  inherent  business  ability,  and  as  a  result  was 
able  to  make  a  success  of  his  business  ventures,  accumu- 
lating a  large  tract  of  land  and  many  head  of  cattle. 
In  1908  he  became  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic 
party  for  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Duval  county,  and  in 
the  election  which  followed  received  a  handsome  ma- 
jority. In  1910  he  again  made  the  race  and  was  the 
choice  of  the  people,  and  in  1912  was  once  more  re- 
voi.  n-^2s 


elected,  and  has  continued  to  give  the  peojile  excellent 
service.  A  man  of  determination,  energy  and  unbounded 
courage,  he  has  won  the  confidence  of  the  law-abiding 
citizens,  while  the  criminal  element  has  a  wholesome 
tear  of  his  vigilance  and  ability.  His  long  residence  in 
this  section  has  made  him  known  all  over  this  part  of 
the  state,  and  he  is  respected,  not  alone  as  a  conscien- 
tious and  hard-working  public  officer,  but  as  a  man  who 
has  ever  been  loyal  to  his  friends. 

-Mr  T..l.iii  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Geronimo 
I  ;ina!...,  \^li,i  was  I.., in  at  Mier,  Mexico,  and  to  this  union 
""■I''  ''■'^''  '"'ii  l"'ni  six  children:  Oscar,  Beatrice, 
.Vyii.'s.  Iian,  Antnino,  Jr.,  and  Jesus.  The  family  re- 
sides in  a  handsome  modern  home  in  San  Diego. 

John  T.  Threadgill,  who  recently  moved  to  the  town 
of  Deport  from  his  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place 
has  been  identified  with  the  community  adjacent  to  this 
village  since  1896,  and  with  Red  River  county  since  1880. 
He  IS  a  fine  example  of  independence  and  modest  thrift 
after  a  period  of  dependence  covering  a  generous  part 
of  his  married  life,  and  the  story  of  his  rise  in  fortunes 
IS  but  another  chapter  out  of  the  general  compliment 
paid  to  the  black  land  section  of  Te.sas  by  the  wealth  it 
brings  to  those  wh.i  will  .ilm  n,^  it^  acquaintance  as- 
siduously and  hnsl. an.  I    11^  -i.iwths. 

Mr.   Threadgill    .•: I,iil.,     .      i,  ^!l,.,iderson   county, 

Tennessee,  where  his   I, ml ui.-i,    mi   the  vicinity  of 

Lexington,  on  Dc'embor  Hi,  ]s4s.  He  is  the  son  of 
Allen  J.  Threadgill,  who  passed  his  life  at  the  black- 
smith's forge  and  in  the  business  of  farming  at  Cru- 
cipher,  that  county,  and  died  there  in  1888,  when  he 
was  something  like  sixty-five  years  of  age.  The  father 
was  born  in  North  Carolina  and  came  from  the  laboring 
classes.  He  contributed  little  to  the  public  weal  save 
his  excellent  citizenship,  which  is  a  quality  of  which  too 
nnnli  niny  ii..t  be  said  in  praise.  As  a  boy,  Allen  J. 
Tliivnd^ill  a.companied  his  father  to  Tennessee  from 
North  Carolina,  and  the  elder  Threadgill  spent  much  of 
his  time  in  business  activities  in  Lexington.  He  was  a 
major  in  the  militia  in  his  early  days,  and  a  man  of 
some  education  and  much  usefulness  in  his  county.  He 
was  one  of  the  few  Masons  in  the  country  in  Id's  time 
an. I  w.-is  |ir.iniiiii'nt  in  the  order  and  activ.'  in  Lis  in.'ni. 
st  church.     He  .lie. I    wli.m    li,'    uas 

■s    old.      His    first    Wltr     »;i^    :.     Miss 

lie    following  chil.bvn  :      lil  i/nl  .,n  li 
ll.-'V;    Whit.    wh,.    s,..nit     h;^    ill',.    II, 


rsiM|. 


who  die.l  n^  Mis. 
Arkansas;  Mrs.  S:il|i..  Brewer,  who  ili.'.i  m  T-nn. ■--.■.  ■ 
Allen  J.,  win,  1....  an..-  the  father  of  the  l>.|.,.ri  .n^.i,; 
Julia,  who  .lied  unmarried;  Eveline,  who  married  Mr. 
Kingery,  and  Clinton,  who  spent  his  life  in  Tennessee. 

Allen  J.  Threadgill  was  a  loyal  citizen,  surrounded  by 
warring  elements  in  Henderson  county,  but  he  main- 
tained his  position  in  that  region  while  the  war  raged, 
and  came  out  with  honor  and  dignity,  despite  his  posi- 
tion. He  early  married  Mary  A.  Cawthon,  a  daughter 
of  John  B.  Cawthon,  a  Methodist  minister,  who  came 
out  of  North  Carolina,  and  whose  wife  was  a  Miss 
Elizabeth  Holtora.  Mrs.  Threadgill  died  in  October, 
1904,  the  mother  of  six  children,  as  follows:  John  T..  of 
this  review;  Alice  E.,  who  died  as  the  wife  of  W.H. 
Fesmire,  in  Tennessee;  Laura  Ann,  who  married  James 
McDaniel  and  resides  in  Tennessee,  where  also  reside 
Allen  W.,  Joseph  and  Mattie. 

John   T.    Threadgill   was   a    youth 
on  his  father's  farm  while  the  war  . 

being  waged.     H.-  .iit.ntai I   I'lii..] 

mony  with  his   fath.n    ami   yran.llarli 
as  he  received  came  to  him   in   the 

and  he  reached  his  majority  while  yet  sharing  in  the 
shelter  of  the  parental  roof.  He  married  in  1870,  and 
in  that  year,  when  he  was  twenty-two  years  old,  set 
out  upon  an  independent  career.  In  beginning  their 
wedded  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Threadgill  each  possessed  a 
horse  and  a  cow,  and  the  customary  feather  bed  and  a 


iir  the  work 
i  I'.llion  was 
I  Is.  in  har- 
h  !■. location 
rueipher, 
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bureau  were  a  part  of  their  first  possessions.  Although 
his  industry  was  ably  supplemented  by  that  of  his  faith- 
ful and  willing  young  wife,  the  ten  years  that  they 
passed  in  diligent  attention  to  the  soil  of  their  native 
state,  little  return  rewarded  their  labors  save  a  bare 
living,  and  they  came  to  Texas  without  possessing  suffi- 
cient capital  to  make  them  owners  of  the  smallest  kind 
of  a  farm.  They  made  the  trip  by  train,  stopping  at 
Detroit  to  pay  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Threadgill's  brother,  who 
made  his  home  there,  and  soon  after  established  their 
home  upon  a  tract  of  land  that  they  were  able  to  ar- 
range for  the  purchase  of.  The  story  of  the  sixteen 
years  spent  upon  that  farm  is  one  of  practically  unre- 
warded effort,  for  it  is  a. fact  that  more  lean  years  than 
fat  ones  fell  to  their  lot  and  portion.  The  result  was 
that  they  finally  decided  to  become  renters  upon  the 
much  vaunted  black  land  of  the  state,  having  become 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  sandy  soU  after  sixteen 
years  of  disappointment.  Accordingly  they  moved  into 
the  Deport  community,  rented  a  farm  just  east  of  the 
town,  and  settled  down  to  work.  Mr.  Threadgill  avers 
that  the  four  years  he  worked  that  black  dirt  farm 
brought  him  more  actual  money  than  he  had  ever  before 
possessed,  and  he  straightway  acted  upon  the  suggestion 
that  his  good  judgment  prompted  and  bought  a  farm  of 
his  own.  This  place,  his  first  real  home  in  Texas,  lies 
three  miles  east  of  Deport,  and  comprised  originally 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  acres,  with  what  might  be 
termed  frontier  improvements.  Corn  and  cotton  raising 
has  solved  the  problems  of  finance  for  Mr.  Threadgill, 
and,  with  his  own  labor,  he  has  marketed  cotton  below 
four  cents  a  pound  and  yet  made  some  money.  The  cul- 
tivation of  his  farm  with  its  added  acreage  and  the 
vast  changes  that  have  been  brought  about  by  the 
erection  of  substantial  and  even  costly  buildings,  has 
been  the  dream  and  the  accomplishment  of  Mr.  Thread- 
gill. His  seven  room  residence,  with  its  four  galleries, 
his  fine  barns  and  sheds,  his  seed  house  and  buggy  shed, 
all  point  to  a  climax  of  a  successful  career  and  suggest 
eloquently  the  contrast  between  the  first  sixteen  years  of 
his  Texas  farming  experience  and  the  last  period  of  a 
similar  duration.  Mr.  Threadgill  has  sold  cotton  at  less 
than  four  cents,  as  has  been  stated,  and  as  high  as 
$14.90  a  hundred;  he  has  produced  his  own  meat  and 
other  stuff  that  he  required  for  family  use.  and  he 
has  learned  the  way  to  independence  in  the  truest  sense 
of  the  word.  His  'change  from  one  location  to  another 
has  put  him  in  the  clas.«i  of  farmers  who  hold  shares  in 
banks  and  other  fiduciary  concerns,  and  he  is  financially 
interested  in  the  First  State  Bank  of  Deport  and  in 
the  Western  Casualty  and  Guaranty  Company  of  Dallas. 
In  December,  1912,  Mr.  ThreadgUl  had  so  far  ad- 
vanced in  the  scale  of  prosperity  that  he  felt  justified  in 
withdrawing  from  his  active  farm  interests,  and  left  the 
farm  to  take  a  residence  in  Deport,  where  he  is  now 
located  and  here  he  takes  an  important  part  in  the  civic 
life  of  the  town.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  a  trustee  of  its  official  body.  His  fraternal 
interests  are  represented  by  his  membership  in  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  some 
time  and  in  which  he  has  a  wholesouled  and  intelligent 
interest. 

On  September  8,  1870,  Mr.  Threadgill  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  C.  Brooks,  a  daughter  of  Aaron  S.  and  Nancy 
(Eussell)  Brooks.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Threadgill  was 
born  in  Tennessee  and  his  wife  in  North  Carolina,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  named  as  fol- 
lows: Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Threadgill;  Jerry,  who 
died  single;  Sera,  nmrried  to  George  E.  Turner;  Wil- 
liam; George;  Harriet,  the  wife  of  W.  G.  Thomas;  Wes- 
ley, a  resident  of  Oklahoma,  and  James,  of  Bed  River 
county.  William,  George  and  Mrs.  Turner  are  all  re- 
siding in  Lamar  county. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Threadgill  reared  a  fine 
family  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  have  come  to  oc- 
cupy useful  places  in  life.     They  are  as  follows:    Dora, 


the  wife  of  WUliam  Handley;  Mary,  who  married  Guff 
Slaydeu;  Nannie  married  Eliza  Green  Morgan;  Bessie, 
now  Mrs.  Charles  Gifford;  Newton,  who  married 
Nora  Martin,  of  Wichita  Falls,  Texas;  Allen,  who  mar- 
ried Bosa  Davis.  All  of  the  above  reside  in  Red  Biver 
county.  Joe  married  Susie  Davis,  and  they  live  in  Gur- 
ley,  Alabama;  Claud,  a  farmer  of  Bed  River  county,  who 
married  Annie  Talley;  Marshall,  the  youngest  born,  is 
the  only  one  of  the  nine  who  still  clings  to  the  family 
home. 

Judge  Clement  B.  Potter.  On  October  2,  1912, 
there  passed  away  a  citizen  of  Gainesville  of  an  ability 
and  character  such  as  that  community  or  any  other 
could  ill  afford  to  lose.  At  the  time  of  his  death  Judge 
Potter  was  just  closing  his  second  term  of  service  as 
circuit  judge  of  the  sixteenth  judicial  district,  and  was 
regarded  as  one  of  the  foremost  lawyers  and  jurists  of 
North  Texas.  He  had  spent  all  his  career  of  forty  years 
in  Gainesville,  and  from  young  manhood  until  his  death 
was  a  prominent  factor  in  local  civic  affairs. 

Clement  B.  Potter,  who  was  born  in  Gainesville, 
August  7,  1872,  was  a  son  of  Judge  C.  C.  Potter,  an 
eminent  attorney,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneer  lawyers 
of  north  Texas"  and  is  still  engaged  in  practice  at 
Gainesville.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  was  Helen 
R.  Bogardus,  a  native  of  Illinois,  while  C.  C.  Potter  was 
born  in  Mississippi.  Of  the  six  children  in  their  family, 
the  late  Clement  B.  was  the  oldest,  while  the  others  are : 
Roy  T.,  who  is  married  and  is  cashier  of  the  Lindsey 
National  Bank  of  Gainesville;  William  D.,  an  attorney 
at  Ardmore,  Oklahoma;  Grace,  wife  of  C.  A.  Kinnar,  an 
attorney  of  Seattle,  Washington;  Harold,  deceased;  and 
Ralph,  deceased. 

The  late  Judge  Potter  received  his  early  education  m 
the  public  schools  of  Gainesville,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen went  east  and  entered  the  preparatory  school  at 
Asheville,  North  Carolina,  conducted  by  Major  Bingham, 
continuing  as  a  student  there  for  three  terms,  after 
which  he  was  in  the  University  of  Texas  for  two  years. 
He  studied  law  at  the  University  and  received  his  degree 
in  1892.  Returning  to  Gainesville  he  entered  the  law 
firm  of  his  father  and  practiced  as  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Potter  &  Potter  until  1906.  In  1906  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  Judge  Barrett, 
deceased,  and  on  the  expiration  of  that  term  his  record 
as  judge  was  so  satisfactory  that  he  was  chosen  in  the 
regular  election  for  judge  of  the  Sixteenth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict. He  held  the  office  for  one  regular  term,  and  aa 
already  mentioned  was  just  about  to  enter  his  third  term 
when  his  death  occurred.  Both  the  bar  and  the  citizens 
of  his  district  have  cause  for  grateful  memory  of  the 
late  Judge  Potter,  and  he  stood  as  one  of  the  leading 
lawvers  of  his  time.  While  his  attention  was  devoted  to 
the 'law,  he  was  also  interested  in  farming  and  was  known 
all  over  this  section  of  Texas  as  a  horse  raiser.  He  kept 
only  pedigreed  animals,  and  was  a  fancier  of  fine  horses. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  a  large 
amount  of  farm  land,  and  he  and  his  father  together 
owned  and  operated  a  large  amount  of  Texas  property. 
His  horses  were  frequently  entered  on  the  race  tracks 
of  the  southwest,  and  in  the  exhibits,  and  won  a  number 
of  premiums. 

Judge  Potter  was  a  Democrat,  but  never  sought  any 
office  except  the  one  in  which  he  was  servrag  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  and  his  wife  belong  to  the 
Methodist  church  south  and  fraternally  he  was  affiliated 
with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  the  Maccabees.  Though 
a  man  of  many  interests  he  centered  his  affections  in 
his  home,  and  found  his  pleasures  in  the  domestic 
circles  and  in  the  activity  of  his  home  city. 

Judge  Potter  married  Miss  Eva  Metz,  a  native  of 
Sherman,  Texas,  and  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Frances 
(Lilley) '  Metz,  the  father  a  native  of  Vermont,  and 
the  mother  of  Pennsylvania.    The  Metz  family  originally 
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came  from  Germany.  Mrs.  Potter's  father  was  a  busi- 
ness man  and  cattle  raiser,  came  to  Texas  in  1873,  and 
was  one  of  the  early  merchants  of  Sherman,  where  he 
was  in  the  implement  business.  In  1887  he  moved  to 
Gainesville,  and  was  a  furniture  merchant  there  until 
his  death  in  1893.  His  wife  died  in  1912.  Mrs.  Potter 
is  one  of  a  family  of  four  children,  the  others  being: 
Cora,  wife  of  William  McKemie,  who  is  in  the  ice  busi- 
ness at  Gainesville;  Stella,  wife  of  C.  H.  Eives,  a  banker 
of  Ada,  Oklahoma;  and  William  Lee,  now  deceased. 
Judge  Potter  and  wife  were  married  July  12,  1899,  and 
five  children  were  born  to  their  union,  as  follows:  Mar- 
jorie,  Evelyn,  Zella,  Clement,  and  Francis,  the  first  three 
being  in  school.  Mrs.  Potter  since  her  husband's 
death,  has  kept  her  residence  on  East  Church  Street  in 
Gainesville,  and  is  devoting  her  efforts  to  the  education 
and  training  of  her  children.  She  is  the  owner  of  much 
real  estate  in  and  about  Gainesville. 

George  Wootten  Gkant.  Sixty-five  years  of  residence 
in  this  section  of  the  great  state  of  Texas  entitle  George 
Wootten  Grant  to  every  consideration  as  a  citizen,  and 
the  further  fact  that  he  was  born  in  Eed  River  county 
establishes  him  securely  in  his  conununity.  His  is  a  fam- 
ily that  pioneered  to  Texas  while  the  state  was  yet  a 
Eepublic,  and  from  then  until  now  the  name  of  Grant 
has  stood  for  solid  integrity  in  the  state,  and  suggested 
a  connection  with  affairs  of  an  agricultural  nature  that 
has  been  of  no  slight  benefit  to  the  communities  with 
which  the  various  members  of  the  family  were  identified. 

George  Wootten  Grant  was  born  in  Eed  Eiver  county, 
some  three  miles  west  of  the  county  seat,  on  the  1st  day 
of  February,  1848.  His  parents  were  Stephen  Grant 
and  Margaret  (Dickson)  Grant.  It  was  Stephen  Grant 
who  led  the  family  out  of  the  old  state  of  Tennessee  that 
had  long  represented  the  family  home,  and  he  was  the 
advance  guard  of  a  large  contribution  of  men  of  that 
name  to  the  state  of  Texas,  and  himself  became  a  most 
important  factor  in  the  affairs  of  the  community  in 
which  he  settled.  He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Margaret  Dickson,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Abigail 
Dickson,  and  their  union  was  blessed  with  thirteen  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  are  named:  Mrs.  Mary  Thomas,  of 
Deport,  Texas;  George  Wootten,  of  this  review;  Mrs. 
Nannie  Scaff,  of  Pulbright,  Texas;  James  W.,  of  Bel- 
zoni,  Oklahoma ;  Samuel  H.,  of  Deport,  and  Nathan  W., 
of  Alvin,  Texas.  Mrs.  Grant  died,  and  in  later  years 
the  father  wedded  Mrs.  Josephine  Laura  Thomas.  The 
children  of  their  union  died  unmarried.  This  wife  is 
also  deceased,  and  Stephen  Grant  passed  from  the  scenes 
of  life  in  December,  1889.  He  was  a  farmer  and  a  man 
of  importance  in  his  community,  and  his  sons  have  proved 
themselves  worthy  of  him  in  every  way,  all  taking  their 
place  in  the  life  of  their  communities  in  a  manner  mani- 
festly creditable  to  them  and  to  the  parent  who  reared 
them. 

George  Wootten  Grant  was  named  in  honor  of  Doctor 
Wootten,  who  attended  at  his  birth  and  concerning 
whom  a  sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
The  boy  came  to  manhood  in  the  community  where  he  was 
born,  and  received  his  education  in  the  country  schools 
and  in  McKenzie  College.  He  remained  under  the  shelter 
of  the  parental  roof  until  February,  1869,  when  he  mar- 
ried and  took  his  young  wife  to  their  new  home,  launch- 
ing together  a  successful  career  in  the  field  of  agricul- 
ture. Two  years  previous  the  family  had  moved  to  the 
community  of  Deport,  and  the  young  married  couple 
set  out  from  that  point  full  of  hope  for  the  future.  The 
first  venture  of  Mr.  Grant  in  his  independent  capacity^ 
as  a  husband  and  provider  was  in  the  jmrchase  of  a' 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  copimunity  where  he  now 
resides.  The  improvements  that  were  visible  on  the 
place  at  that  time  were  limited  to  a  one  room  box  house 
with  a  dirt  and  stick  chimney,  and  a  small  plot  of 
ground  that  had  known  first  contact  with  the  plow- 
share.     Into    that    primitive    cabin    the    young    couple 


moved  their  effects,  which  included  even  the  feed  for  hia 
team,  and  there  took  up  their  housekeeping  operations. 
That  place  was  the  scene  of  many  a  makeshift  arrange- 
ment, one  of  his  masterpieces  being  a  wagon  that  he 
made  by  hand  from  Ijois  des  arc  and  white  oak.  Other 
obstacles  were  overcome  in  a  like  manner  in  the  early 
years  while  the  foundations  of  his  future  fortunes  and 
prosperity  were  being  laid.  After  ten  years  he  sold  that 
farm,  and  the  present  owners  of  the  place  today  are 
Grogau  &  Clifton.  ' 

In  1881,  Mr.  Grant  purchased  land  on  Blossom  Prairie 
and  started  the  community  of  Eugby.  This  was  then  a 
new  and  untouched  locality,  and  the  nucleus  of  his  pres- 
ent farm  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres  of 
prairie  land.  The  little  house  he  erected  upon  it  served 
the  family,  and,  with  its  several  additions  of  recent  years, 
still  constitutes  a  part  of  the  substantial  and  roomy 
domicile  where  he  still  abides.  The  planting  of  the  al- 
ways popular  crops  of  cotton  and  corn  followed  the 
breaking  of  the  virgin  sod,  and  in  1883  the  demands  of 
the  community  for  a  gin  were  met  by  the  enterprise  of 
Mr.  Grant,  who  erected  a  one-stand,  ten  horse-power 
sixty-five  saw  cotton  gin.  This  venture  proved  to  be  a 
most  profitable  one,  and  he  carried  on  the  business  for 
nineteen  years,  selling  his  three-stand  plant  when  he 
abandoned  the  field  in  1902. 

In  the  years  while  Mr.  Grant  was  a  ginner  his  main 
enterprise  «as  still  being  carried  on  with  strength  and 
I'lolii.  ][i^  , I,, main  extended  to  three  hundred  acres  of 
tiii.li,!  I.iihl  in  the  vicinity  of  Eed  Eiver  county,  and 
tlti.r  liiMhIud  and  fifty  acres  of  superb  black,  waxy 
loam  iu  his  homo  place.  His  improvements,  together  with 
the  presence  of  the  gin,  attracted  the  new  railroad 
when  it  budt  its  line  from  Deport  to  Bogata,  and  a 
station  was  located  almost  at  his  door,  while  a  sug- 
gestion of  urban  life  began  to  pervade  the  atmosphere. 
To  cultivate  his  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  al- 
ready under  plow  requires  today  the  aid  of  six  families 
of  tenants,  and  the  homes  he  has  erected  for  these  peo- 
ple had  dotted  the  landscape  with  a  little  group  of  cot- 
tages that  lends  an  air  of  prosperity  and  growth  to  the 
place  that  is  by  no  means  misleading. 

Mr.  Grant  is  a  man  who  has  ever  kept  his  hands  and 
head  alike  busy,  and  has  utilized  the  days  of  cloud  and 
rain  as  well  as  those  of  sunshine,  recognizing  all  as 
something  to  add  permanence  and  value  to  his  estate. 
He  is  never  to  be  found  with  the  villngp  In.-ifpi?  .luring 
the  slow  seasons,  as  many  other«i«.-  rii.,lit:il,l,.  t.iinirrs 
frequently  are,  but  in  those  nefi--:nilv  .|iiiri  tinn-  lie 
occupies  "himself  in  study  of  his  lui^^m.-s,  cr  m  ilic  i-imly 
of  the  bible,  or  in  helpful  commuumg  with  his  family 
in  the  sacred  precincts  of  the  home.  Early  in  life  he 
began  to  develop  traits  and  characteristics  that  never 
fail  to  make  for  exemplary  citizenship,  and  he  has  all  his 
days  been  deeply  concerned  about  the  public  welfare  and 
about  the  propagation  of  those  principles  that  develop 
patriotic  and  honorable  citizens.  As  a  young  man  he 
allied  himself  with  the  church,  and  he  is  the  sole  sur- 
vivor of  the  first  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  or- 
ganized on  Blossom  Prairie.  He  was  an  elder  of  that 
church  and  has  ofTiciated  in  that  capacity  since  1870. 
His  political  support  has  gone  to  worthy  candidates  of 
the  Democratic  party,  but  he  has  withheld  it  from  men 
of  the  party  that  he  deemed  unworthy  of  public  trust, 
thus  evidencing  his  stanch  support  of  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity in  the  political  activities  of  the  country.  He  is 
a  Mason  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter,  but  has  no  fra- 
ternal affiliations  beyond  his  connection  with  that  order. 

On  January  27,  1869,  Mr.  Grant  married  Miss  Fannie 
Scaff,  whose  father,  John  Scaff,  was  an  early  settler  of 
Eed  Eiver  county  and  a  well  known  farmer  of  that 
region.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant  have  been  born  the  fol- 
lowing named  children:  Maggie,  who  is  the  wife  of  W. 
S.  Griffin,  a  successful  farmer  near  Rugby,  Texas;  Ty- 
rena  Jane  died  as  the  wife  of  E.  M.  MeBride;  Ellen 
May  is  the  wife  of  E.  M.  Bell,  of  Rugby;  Dr.  Stephen 
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H.,  of  Deport,  Texas;  Emma,  who  married  J.  D.  Wood 
and  resides  in  Tom  Green  county,  Texas;  and  Florence, 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  who  'is  the  wife  of  Dr.  H.  D. 
Eoach,  of  Bogota,  Texas. 

James  W.  Gareett.  Among  the  merchants  of  east 
Texas  who  are  prosjjering  and  whose  success  has  been 
largely  due  to  their  ability  to  estimate  conditions,  James 
W:  Garrett,  of  Athens,  is  probably  one  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous examples.  He  started  in  a  number  of  years 
ago  as  a  clerk,  and  by  always  making  his  ventures  and 
advances  in  a  conservative  manner,  has  prospered  stead- 
ily from  the  start,  and  now  owns  one  of  the  best  estab- 
lishments in  the  town. 

James  \V.  Garrett  was  born  in  the  Cottonwood  com- 
munity of  Henderson  county,  nine  miles  north  of  Athens, 
on  the  old  Garrett  homestead,  January  19,  1873.  His 
grandfather,  Stephen  Garrett,  moved  from  South  Caro- 
lina to  Alabama,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  about 
P.  Garrett,  a  retired  farmer,  now  living  at  Eustace,  in 
Henderson  county.  He  first  settled  in  Texas  in  1869,  in 
Henderson  county,  nine  miles  north  of  Athens,  and  con- 
tinued as  an  active  farmer  and  blacksmith  there  until 
his  retirement.  William  P.  Garrett  was  a  soldier  in  the 
southern  army  during  the  war.  In  a  sketch  of  the  elder 
brother  of  James  W.  Garrett,  published  elsewhere  in 
this  work,  will  be  found  further  details  concerning  this 
prominent  family  of  Henderson  county 

James  W.  Garrett 's  life  upon  the  farm  was  a  counter- 
part of  that  of  other  country  youths  in  the  time  and 
place,  and  his  education  came  from  the  rural  college  of 
the  same  neighborhood,  being  finally  completed  by  a 
high  school  course  in  Athens.  His  home  remained  with 
his  parents  until  Be  was  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
when  he  yielded  to  the  example  of  his  older  brother,  who 
had  already  made  a  successful  start  as  a  merchant  in 
Athens,  and  himself  became  a  clerk  in  the  house  of  W. 
C.  Scott  &  Company,  with  which  firm  his  brother  was  a 
silent  partner.  He  applied  himself  as  diligently  behind 
the  counter  as  he  did  formerly  behind  the  plow,  and 
made  rapid  progress  toward  the  time  when  he  could 
see  his  own  name  listed  among  the  commercial  firms  of 
Athens.  He  clerked  seven  years,  and  then  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  on  the  east  side  of  the  public  square. 
As  a  merchant  his  start  gradually  ascended  until  it 
reached  the  zenith  of  prosperity,  when  he  constructed  his 
own  business  house,  a  two  story  double  brick  structure 
at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  square.  This  house  he 
occupied  in  1910,  and  it  represents  his  contribution  to 
the  substantial  growth  of  the  county  seat.  In  di- 
mensions it  is  forty-two  and  a  half  by  sixty-eight  feet, 
and  makes  one  of  the  conspicuous  corners  of  the  city. 

As  a  citizen  of  Athens,  Mr.  Garrett  has  been  content 
to  give  his  time  wholly  to  his  personal  business.  Poli- 
tics have  not  noticed  him,  and  he  has  confined  himself  to 
a  quiet  and  industrious  calling  of  his  private  affairs. 
He  is  a  vigorous  specimen  of  physical  manhood,  and 
everything  he  does  seems  typical  of  his  personality,  which 
is  frank  and  genial  and  reliable  to  the  last.  His  name, 
' '  Jim  Garrett, ' '  in  big  letters  on  the  outside  of  his 
store,  seems  to  convey  confidence  to  all  who  see  it. 

In  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  was  brought  up  Mr. 
Garrett  was  married  on  October  24,  1895,  to  Miss  Mary 
Eoberson,  a  daughter  of  R.  E.  Roberson  and  Mary  (Wil- 
man)  Roberson,  both  of  whom  came  originally  from 
Alabama.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garrett's  household  contains 
the  following  children :  Eugene,  Elmer,  Lillian,  Pearl, 
Robert,  Jack,  Pauline,  and  John.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Gar- 
rett is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Blue  Lodge,  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor 
and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  His  church  is 
the  Christian  denomination. 

John-  H.  Garrett.  One  of  the  leading  merchants  of 
Athens,  John  H.  Garrett,  was  evidently  born  with  a 
predisposition  to  mercantile  life,  since  he  has  been  iden- 


tified with  merchandising  from  the  early  years  of  his 
manhood,  and  his  progress  has  been  steadily  upward 
until  now  he  ranks  second  to  none  among  the  business 
men  of  Athens  and  Henderson  county.  Mr.  Garrett  is 
a  son  of  William  P.  Garrett,  a  retired  farmer  of  Ma- 
bank,  Kaufman  county.  The  family  came  to  Texas  in 
1869,  settling  in  the  Cottonwood  locality  of  Henderson 
county,  nine  miles  north  of  Athens.  There  the  father 
carried  on  a  modest  farm  industry,  trained  his  children 
to  traits  of  honesty  and  diligence,  and  retired  to  his 
present  residence  full  of  years  and  with  the  rewards 
due  one  who  has  added  a  new  and  earnest  element  to  the 
citizenship  of  his  county. 

William  P.  Garrett  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  Janu- 
ary 8,  1838,  being  one  of  six  children  born  to  Stephen 
Garrett,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  who  died  about  18711,  at 
sixty-five  years  of  age.  Stephen  Garrett  took  his  fam- 
ily to  Alabama,  where  William  P.  was  reared  and  re- 
ceived such  school  training  as  was  afforded  to  the  peo- 
ple of  that  state  in  the  years  before  the  war.  He  chose 
farming  as  his  vocation,  and  managed  his  affairs  with 
such  industry  and  enterprise  that  he  always  lived  well 
and  maintained  the  social  and  economic  traditions  of  his 
house.  He  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Pool,  a  daughter  of 
David  Cowan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  P.  Garrett  had 
the  following  children:  John  H.,  of  Athens;  Mrs. 
Georgia  Cook,  of  Cumby,  Texas;  Mrs.  Mattie  Benge  of 
Oklahoma;  Mrs.  Ella  Chandler,  of  Oklahoma;  James  W., 
a  merchant  of  Athens;  Jesse,  who  is  engaged  in  business 
at  Eustace,  Texas,  and  Mrs.  Sallie  Roberson,  of  Mabank, 
Texas.  William  P.  Garrett  was  a  Confederate  soldier 
in  General  Bragg 's  army  and  helped  keep  back  the  in- 
vading forces  of  the  north  until  overwhelming  numbers 
made  the  contest  so  unequal  that  further  resistance  was 
in  vain.  John  H.  Garrett  was  a  boy  near  school  age 
when  he  came  to  Texas,  and  his  training  on  the  little 
farm  cultivated  by  his  parents  developed  in  him  a 
sound  and  vigorous  constitution,  and  at  the  same  time  he 
attended  the  short  terms  of  school  accessible  to  the  chil- 
dren of  that  district.  He  also  attended  a  private  school 
at  Goshen,  Texas,  and  his  first  venture  upon  his  own 
account  was  in  teaching  a  country  schoolroom.  His  ex- 
perience as  a  teacher  was  brief,  "but  it  gave  him  confi- 
dence in  himself  and  provided  him  with  some  funds  for 
his  first  business  start.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he 
left  the  old  home  and  moved  to  Athens,  to  take  up  com- 
mercial work.  He  was  fortunate  in  his  first  position,  and 
the  first  enterprise  which  secured  his  service  was  likewise 
fortunate.  At  Athens  he  took  charge  of  the  Farmers' 
store,  which  had  then  just  been  founded,  and  remained 
in  charge  of  its  aft'airs  for  two  years.  This  experience 
brought  him  into  contact  with  the  traveling  representa- 
tives of  wholesale  houses  and  opened  the  way  for  enter- 
ing a  new  business  for  himself  as  a  salesman  for  UU- 
man,  Lewis  &  Company,  of  Galveston,  and  for  ten 
years  was  with  that  house  in  Texas  territory.  His 
earnestness,  his  industry,  his  splendid  physical  endur- 
ance, and  his  inherent  qualities  of  salesmanship  soon 
made  themselves  apparent,  and  he  became  an  almost  in- 
dispensable man  to  his  friends.  '  Eventually  Mr.  Garrett 
found  himself  one  of  the  best  paid  commercial  men  in 
Texas.  While  traveling  was  an  attractive  and  profitable 
proposition,  it  did  not  appeal  to  Mr.  Garrett  as  a  social 
success  nor  as  an  ideal  life  for  a  man  bringing  up  a 
family.  He  determined  to  abandon  the  road  and  invest 
his  personal  capital  in  a  store  of  his  own.  Thus,  in 
January,  1898,  he  became  one  of  the  firm  of  W.  C. 
Scott  &  Company,  of  Athens.  He  soon  bought  the  in- 
terest of  Mr.  Scott  and  took  Dr.  R.  B.  Longmire  into 
'the  firm,  and  Garrett  &  Longmire  did  business  as  a  firm 
until  January,  1899.  when  they  sold  to  Wofford  &  Bar- 
ron. Then  Mr.  Garrett  established  himself  in  business 
under  his  individual  name  and  has  since  conducted  a 
large  general  merchandise  stock  at  Athens.  He  also 
owns  a  business  in  Eustace,  conducted  as  Garrett  & 
Hambrick. 
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It  will  thus  bo  se 
Mr.  Ganctt  l.;is  ,!.■ 
His  first  ^.■^tu^■  u 
ful,  ami  fiuni  ihat 
cause  til  i;rt  nut  nt 
the  direction   of   hi; 


ty  or  thirty-five  years 
luc  to  merchandising. 
~i  ■  Store  was  success- 
!■  luis  never  felt  any 
liirh  he  first  chose  as 
Garrett  is  a  dynamo 
ighs  two  hundred  and 


energy.      : 
of  physical  and  mental  energy, 

sixty  pounds,  and  is  ruddy  and  as  sprightly  as  a  youth. 
Fraternally,  he  is  prominent  in  Jlnsonry  ami  has  taken 
the  degrees  qualifying  him  for  nu'niliiMslii|.  lu  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  his  membership  being  with  llrll:i  '['.■iiiple,  at 
Dallas.  He  is  also  a  member  of  tlir  Wu.mIiiu-u  of  the 
World,  and  was  brought  up  in  the  Christum  church,  with 
which  he  still  has  membership. 

On  February  10,  1883,  Mr.  Garrett  was  married  in 
Henderson  county  to  Miss  Pauline  Roberson,  a  daughter 
of  Eobert  G.  Roberson,  a  farmer  from  Alabama.  Their 
children  are:  John  R.,  a  bookkeeper  for  his  father,  who 
first  attended  the  public  school  of  Athens,  later  a  busi- 
ness college  at  Tyler,  and  who  by  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Spencer  has  a  son,  John  S)iru.iM  ;  Nrll  is  the  wife 
of  J.  O.  Roberts,  of  Corsicana,  Ti\:i-;  i:ilc  n  is  the  wife 
of  Martin  Forrester,  of  Athens;  \li-^  M.iinl  is  the 
youngest  child.  Mr.  Garrett  has  a  euiuturiulilc  home  in 
Athens,  having  erected  it  himself  a  few  years  ago. 

William  Dubant  Scott,  M.  D.  Now  a  retired  physi- 
cian and  an  honored  citizen  of  Athens,  Dr.  William  D. 
Scott  is  one  of  the  few  medical  men  still  surviving  from 
a  practice  which  identified  them  with  Texas  during  the 
war  times  and  later.  Doctor  Scott  is  a  fine  type  of  the 
old  time  physician.  Like  many  of  the  doctors  of  the 
early  days,  "he  served  his  fellowmen  with  the  best  re- 
sources of  his  generation  and  of  a  fine  character.  He 
never  had  a  college  training,  hut  that  was  not  consid- 
ered necessary  when  he  started  j.vacti.e,  and  for  many 
weary  years  he  rode  about  on  luus,  liac  k,  with  his  saddle- 
bag and  his  apothecary  sliii|i  i,  ;uly  tnr  every  emergency. 
He  rendered  kindly,  capatile  scr\  i.e  to  the  community, 
and  is  gratefully  remembered  by  hundreds  of  the  old 
families  whom  he  attended  during  his  active  profes- 
sional career. 

This  family  is  one  of  the  most  numerous  in  American 
biographical  annals,  and  dates  its  founding  during  the 
colonial  period  of  South  Carolina.  The  great-grand- 
father of  Doctor  Scott  settled  as  an  Irish  emigrant, 
but  at  a  date  whi.h  raunnl  miw  be  accurately  ascer- 
tained. The  meniti.  is  „f  tlir  family  were  lovers  of  lib- 
erty,  and   the   old    | i    s,. tilers   took   a  very   positive 

stand  in  this  attitiule  tiiward  the  question  which  sep- 
arated the  colonies  from  Great  Britain.  Thus  the  Scott 
family  was  early  marked  for  venyeaii.i>  l.v  ihe  Tories, 
who  did  so  much  to  hinder  the  cause  nf  lilierty  and  in- 
dependence. At  the  beginning  of  the  llevolutiniiary  war 
Great-Grandfather  Scott  and  his  son  Eobert  were  re- 
garded as  leaders  in  their  community  in  the  cause  of  the 
Revolution,  and  on  this  account  soon  had  the  active 
enmity  of  ' '  Big  John ' '  Garrett  and  his  Tory  band.  One 
day  as  the  Scotts  were  going  to  mill  with  a  bag  of  corn, 
they  saw  dust  rising  ahead  of  them  as  from  horsemen, 
and  were  soon  apprised  of  the  approach  of  Garrett  and 
his  followers.  The  son  was  commanded  to  hide  himself 
in  the  brush,  while  the  father  remained  in  the  road, 
thinking  his  advanced  years  would  save  him  from  vio- 
lence at  the  hands  of  Garrett.  When  the  band  rode  up, 
Garrett  struck  the  venerable  jiatriot  on  the  head  with  a 
dragoon  saber.  Mr.  Scott  fell  from  his  horse  with  a 
piece  of  his  skull  lifted  from  his  brain,  and  thus  hav- 
ing dispatched  another  enemy  of  King  George,  as  he 
believed,  Garrett  rode  on.  The  younger  Scott  then  came 
forth  from  his  concealment  and  lifted  his  father  upon 
his  horse,  tied  him  fast,  took  him  to  a  doctor,  who 
dressed  the  wound,  and  within  a  few  nionths  the  old 
man  was  as  sound  as  before.  Many  iuri^lents  might  be 
told  of  the  family  experiences  during  the  war.  Their 
home  was  frequently  robbed  of  bed  quilts,  as  tliey  were 


hung  out  in  the  yard,  and  after  the  war  the  good  house- 
mother saw  many  of  her  own  quilts  gracing  the  beds  of 
Tory  families  in  the  neighborhood.  At  another  time 
Eobert  Scott  lived  for  four  days  without  drink  or  meat, 
save  one  snail  and  a  bit  of  bacon  which  he  picked  up  on 
the  road  during  one  of  his  trying  marches. 

Some  time  after  the  cowardly  assault  upon  the  older 
Scott,  the  news  came  that  Garrett  and  a  number  of  his 
friends  were  having  a  revel  at  a  Tory  home  nbnnt  a 
mile  from  the  Scotts.  A  group  of  pati'ints  wrvf  liastily 
summoned,  their  flintlocks  put  in  rea.line^s.  .in,!  uith 
the  Scotts  as  their  leaders  they  proeee.li.l  to  I  lie  Tory 
home.  Robert  Scott,  after  reeonnoilei mt;.  .Iismxered 
that  the  Tories  were  seated  at  a  table  wiili  iian.tt  as 
master  of  ceremonies.  The  patriots  llnn  -niionn.led 
the- house,  and  by  a  vigorous  assault  e\tei  unnate.l  the 
entire  band,  excepting  only  one,  and  Scott,  Sr..  killed 
the  man,  Garrett  himself.  All  the  Tories  were  buried 
in  the  same  spot,  and  many  years  later  William  F.  Scott, 
while  visiting  the  scenes  of  his  ancestor  's  home,  saw  the 
place  of  burial.  Robert  Scott  later  entered  the  Revolu- 
tionary army  and  came  out  of  the  service  with  a  bayonet 
wound  in  his  shin,  given  him  by  a  British  horseman  as 
they  matched  skill  in  defense  in  rough  and  tumbling 
fighting  of  that  day. 

Robert  Scott  married  some  time  during  the  war,  and 
early  in  the  following  century  moved  out  to  Mississippi, 
where  he  became  a  large  planter  and  slave  owner,  w-here 
his  death  occurred.  Among  his  children  were:  John, 
who  became  a  banker  in  Mississippi;  Eobert,  who  spent 
his  life  in  that  state;  one  who  moved  out  to  Texas  and 
died  in  this  state;  William  Finney,  next  to  be  men- 
tioned; Washington,  who  died  in  Mississippi;  and  also 
a  daughter  who  lived  and  died  in  Mississippi. 

William  Finney  Scott  was  born  in  Abbeville  district, 
in  South  Carolina,  in  1788.  In  the  primitive  manner  of 
the  old  time,  he  was  educated  with  very  little,  if  any, 
knowledge  of  books  and  letters,  but  with  skill  in  all  the 
accomplishments  of  the  American  manhood  of  that  time. 
He  was  a  high-spirited  young  man,  loved  his  drink,  was 
a  ' '  shoulder-slapper ' '  at  gatherings  of  the  country,  and 
loved  to  match  a  fight  and  see  the  sport.  With  the 
weight  of  middle  years   he  softened  down   in  character 

and  conduct   and   ber.m le   of  the  most  orderly  and 

peace-loving  liti/ens.      l|o\\ever,  he  always  continued  to 


ampaign.  and  was  on 
n  of  islii,  when  Gen- 
~ii|eni\  by  the  Whigs. 
ii    'Ini  oiu    the   decades 

aihi  lie  returned  to 
niilv  e~t:ito.  Outside 
altli.  e\,  ept  the  negro 
that  kiml  of  property, 
1845  he  ac- 
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William    F.    Scott   left     Mi-m-.m|-|ii    .limn; 
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Some  ve.ars  Later  In-  t.atliei-  ,lie.|  aihi  Im 
Mississipin  loi  a  i-iithin  nf  the  fauiilv  e~t 
of  laml  llii  in  wa-  |na.tha!lv  an  wealtli.  es. 
slaves,  an.l  as  he  h.a.l  nn  .iesire  tnr  that  kirn 
he  refurnod  home  almost  empty-haudcd.  I 
complished  another  western  stage  of  emigration,  and  es- 
tablished himself  in  New  Madrid  county,  Missouri,  and 
in  the  following  year  moved  to  Stoddard  county,  in  the 
same  state.  In  1847  he  brought  his  family  "down  to 
Texas,  settling  in  Lamar  county,  where  he  remained  a 
prospering  farmer  until  late  in  life.  He  then  went  to 
Athens,  nii.l  died  at  the  home  of  his  son,  William  D. 
Scott,  ill  l^i'.a.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Hawkins,  die. I  in  ls.-|0.  Their  children  were:  Lncinda, 
who  nuiirieil  1,'ev.  Jnseph  Edwards,  who  died  at  Paris, 
Texas,  after  which  his  widow  hha.M  to  Aik.ansas  and 
died;  Travis,  who  died  in  Ibi.li  - -oi,  uiiy.  Texas; 
Eayburn,  who  died  in  Texas;  T  li  i,|.  i,  ,]i|.a  in  Co- 
manche county,  Texas;  Ashley,  "Im  .ii,  ,|  ,  h  ie  a  Federal 
prisoner  during  the  Civil  war";  Eoliert,  wlm  ilicd  in  T.yler, 
Texas,  in  1853 ;  William  Durant,  the  sidi.iect  of  "this 
sketch,  and  Joseph  E.,  who  died  in  Stoddard  county, 
Missouri. 

Dr.  William  Durant  Scott  was  born  near  Tro.v,  Obion 
county,  Tennessee,  in  1831.  He  was  a  boy  of  sixteen 
years  when  the  family  reached  Tyler,  Texas,  and  there 
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he  arrived  at  manhood.  His  education  was  supplied 
by  the  common  schools  of  several  difEerent  localities, 
and  in  Tyler  he  took  up  the  study  of  "Physic"  under 
Doctor  Lindsay.  According  to  the  understanding  of  such 
things  and  the  standards  of  medical  education,  it  was 
believed  that  a  knowledge  of  the  effect  of  certain  com- 
mon drugs  on  the  system,  and  a  practical  skill  in  ob- 
stetrics, made  up  the  training  and  equipment  of  a  doctor. 
Dr.  Scott  accordingly  began  practice  in  Henderson 
county,  his  home  being  located  ten  mUes  east_of  Athens, 
and  he  remained  there  until  February  1,  186.o.  He  was 
one  of  a  very  limited  number  of  medical  men  in  all  that 
part  of  the  state.  Doctor  Mabry  being  the  only  doctor 
in  Athens  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  Pro- 
fessional work  as  performed  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago  in 
this  western  country  was  largely  carried  on  in  the  saddle. 
The  old  pill  bags  made  a  veritable  traveling  apothecary, 
and  the  doctor  almost  never  wrote  a  prescription  for  a 
pharmacist  to  fill,  but  compounded  his  medicine  and 
boluses  on  the  spot. 

During  the  war  Doctor  Scott  arranged  to  go  to  the 
front,  and  had  already  equipped  himself  with  a  mount, 
when  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  remain  and  attend  to  the 
needs  of  his  community,  while  Doctor  Mabry  went  out 
and  satisfied  himself  by  duty  as  a  soldier.  Thus  the 
country  would  not  be  left  entirely  without  the  services 
of  a  physician.  During  this  delay  Doctor  Scott  dis- 
covered that  sons  of  slave-holding  planters  were  staying 
out  of  the  army  because  of  legal  exemptions  for  slaves, 
and  Doctor  Scott  accordingly  determined  not  to  expose 
his  life  to  the  dangers  of  bullets  for  a  cause  in  which 
he  had  no  personal  grievance,  and  as  a  result  he  never 
did  take  up  arms.  For  a  few  years  after  the  war  Doctor 
Scott  carried  on  merchandising  at  Athens.  That,  to- 
gether with  his  medical  work,  constituted  his  business 
activities  through  a  long  period  of  years.  He  never  as- 
pired to  oflice,  though  he  cast  his  vote  regularly  with 
the  Democrats,  and  has  always  been  a  lay  member  of  the 
Methodist  church.  Though  an  octogenarian,  Doctor 
Scott  is  still  vigorous  and  a  hale  and  hearty  old  man, 
with  a  long  and  interesting  retrospect  over  the  decades 
extending  clear  back  to  the  fifties. 

In  1860  Mr.  William  D.  Scott  was  married  in  Hen- 
derson county  to  Fannie  Morrison.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Eev.  Henrv  B.  Morrison,  of  Alabama,  where  Mrs. 
Scott  was  born.  She  died  in  1872,  leaving  two  children 
— Mrs.  Florence  Barron,  of  Athens,  and  Dr.  Walter 
Scott,  of  Athens.  In  December,  1880,  Dr.  Scott  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Amanda  Warren,  a  widow  of  Doctor  Warren, 
of  Athens.    She  died  in  ISSS  without  children. 

Walter  Scott,  who  has  followed  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  father,  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Athens, 
was  born  in  his  home  town  February  27,  1868.  After 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  at  Athens  and  Tyler, 
he  started  out  as  a  business  man,  first  as  a  clerk,  spend- 
in--  a  few  years  with  C.  T.  Scott  &  Company.  He  then 
attouded  medical  schools  and  was  graduated  M.  D.  from 
the  Keutuckv  School  of  Medicine,  at  Louisville,  in  1890. 
During  the  "following  six  years  he  practiced  at  Tyler, 
and  then  continued  in  Athens,  until  his  health  obliged 
him  to  abandon  professional  activities.  After  that  he 
was  in  the  drug  business  as  a  member  of  the  W.  T. 
Green  Drug  Company,  until  his  recent  retirement. 

Dr.  Walter  Scott  "was  married  in  Benham,  Texas,  in 
1892,  to  Miss  Emma  Wilson,  a  daughter  of  D.  A.  Wil- 
son, a  mechanic,  who  came  to  Texas  from  Kentucky. 
Doctor  and  Mrs.  Scott  have  one  son,  William  Finney, 
born  in  1S97.  Doctor  Scott  is  a  past  master  of  Lodge 
No.  165,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Eoyal 
Arch  Chapter  and  the  Coramandery  at  Athens.  His 
church  is  the  Methodist. 

John  E.  Callaghan,  deceased.  From  the  early  set- 
tlement of  Panhandle,  Texas,  to  the  present  time  the 
name  of  Callaghan  has  been  familiar  to  its  residents,  and 
Callaghan    enterprise    and    public    spirit — that    of    both 


father  and  son — have  been  prime  factors  in  pushing  for- 
ward the  development  of  the  town, 

John  E.  Callaghan  was  born  in  West  Virginia,  the 
son  of  slave-holding  parents  with  large  plantation  in- 
terests. The  fortunes  of  war,  however,  left  them  im- 
poverished, but  he  remained  on  the  home  plantation 
until  188.5,  at  which  time  he  migrated  with  his  family 
to  Kansas,  and  the  next  five  years  he  spent  in  farming 
in  Kan.sas,  at  Kiowa,  Barber  county,  and  from  farming 
he  turned  his  attention  to  railroading.  He  came  to 
Texas,  in  1890,  as  an  employe  of  the  Santa  Fe  EaU- 
road  Company,  and  established  his  home  at  Panhandle, 
where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life.  After  coming  here 
he  continued  in  railroad  work  for  two  years,  as  super- 
intendent of  construction,  Caison  county  was  at  that 
time  but  sparsely  settled,  but  the  railroad  brought  in 
more  people,  and  soon  Mr,  Callaghan  saw  the  need  of  a 
hotel  at  Panhandle.  Accordingly  he  erected  the  Cal- 
laghan Hotel,  the  first  hostelry  opened  to  the  traveling 
public  in  the  town.  This  hotel  he  conducted  for  a  period 
of  thirteen  years.  In  the  meantime,  in  1892,  he  estab- 
lished the  J.  E.  Callaghan  Mercantile  Co.,  which  he 
conducted,  in  connection  with  operating  the  hotel,  until 
his  death.  He  died  August  26,  1903,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-one  years.  As  a  business  man  he  was  successful. 
He  accumulated  a  comfortable  fortune,  his  possessions 
including  both  farming  and  town  property.  Politically, 
he  was  a  Democrat,  but  he  never  sought  or  filled  office. 
He  had  no  time  for  office  holding;  his  own  business 
affairs  occupied  his  whole  attention.  His  religious  creed 
was  that  of  the  M.  E.  Church  South. 

Bettie  J.  (Morton)  Callaghan,  Mr.  Callaghan 's  wife, 
also  a  native  of  West  Virginia,  died  at  Panhandle  in 
1908,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  She  had  accompanied 
him  to  Texas,  and  shared  with  him  the  privations  of 
frontier  life  and  the  later  success  he  achieved  through 
his  efforts  here.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  children : 
Canterbery  F.  and  Asbery  A. 

Canterbery  F.  Callaghan  was  born  in  1872,  and  died 
in  1890,  shortly  after  the  removal  of  the  family  to 
Panhandle.  He  had  been  educated  at  Kiowa,  Kansas, 
and  was  a  railroad  man,  in  the  employ  of  the  Santa  Fe. 
He  met  with  accidental  death  while  in  train  service,  at 
Wellington,  Kansas,  and  is  buried  at  Kiowa,  that  State. 
Asbery  A,  Callaghan,  the  only  survivor  of  the  family, 
was  born  at  Craigsville,  West  Virginia,  November  16, 
1878.  He  was  educated  in  the  Polytechnic  College  at 
Fort  Worth,  Texas,  where  he  graduated  in  1897  from  the 
Commercial  Department;  and  he  took  a  four  years' 
course  in  the  Literary  Department  of  Fort  Worth  Univer- 
sity. On  his  return  home  from  the  university  he  became 
associated  in  business  with  his  father,  and  at  his  father's 
death  succeeded  him  in  the  interests  above  outlined. 
On  first  entering  the  mercantile  business,  young  Cal- 
laghan assumed  the  responsibility  of  its  management, 
and  has  conducted  it  ever  since,  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
one  years.  The  Callaghan  general  store  is  the  oldest 
mercantile  establishment  in  the  town.  Jlr.  Callaghan  is 
a  stockholder  and  director  in  the  Panhandle  Bank,  he 
owns  about  two-thirds  of  the  city's  business  property, 
and  he  has  two  farms,  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  m 
extent. 

During  his  college  days,  Mr.  Callaghan  was  corporal 
and  afterward  captain  of  the  College  Guards  Infantry 
Co.,  and  throughout  his  business  life  as  well  as  in  college 
work  he  has  taken  the  initiative.  He  helped  to  organize 
the  Panhandle  Commercial  Club  and  was  its  first  sec- 
retary, serving  one  term.  He  served  four  terms,  eight 
years  in  all,  as  County  Treasurer  of  Carson  county,  and 
at  the  end  of  his  last  term  openly  declined  to  be  a  candi- 
date for  re-election,  announcing  the  fact  through  the 
columns  of  the  Panhandle  Herald.  This  announcement 
was  received  with  much  regret  by  the  people  of  the 
county.  Mr.  Callaghan  has  always  harmonized  with 
the  Democratic  party  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
politics   ever   since  he  became   a   voter.     He   helped   to 
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organize  the  Carson  County  Democratic  Committee,  and 
since  its  organization  has  been  its  secretary.  As  the 
representative  of  this  committee,  he  met  Governor  Col- 
quitt on  the  train  en  route  to  Snyder  from  Post  City, 
Texas,  on  May  2,  1912,  and  gave  him  an  invitation  to 
deliver  an  address  at  Panhandle.  May  13,  the  Governor 
addressed  at  Panhandle  the  largest  assembly  ever  gath- 
ered in  the  entire  Panhandle  section. 

Mr.  Callaghan  is  associated  with  the  church  in  which 
he  was  reared,  and  is  one  of  its  trustees,  and  he  has 
membership  in  the  fraternal  organizations  of  the  I.  O. 
O.   F.   and   W.   O.   W. 

Mr.  Callaghan 's  favorite  playmate  in  the  primary 
school  days  is  now  his  wife.  This  was  Miss  Louie  A. 
Henson,  daughter  of  Col.  A.  L.  Henson  of  Jocksboro, 
Texas,  Sergeant  of  the  Texas  Eangers,  Sheriff  of  Car- 
son county,  and  for  many  years  a  prominent  stocls;  man 
in  the  Panhandle.  They  were  married  June  5,  1901,  in 
the  M.  E.  church  at  Panhandle,  by  the  Eev.  Henry  B. 
Coleman,  and  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Lillian, 
born  October  30,  1903,  and  Pauline,  May  23,  1906,  both 
natives  of  Panhandle. 

Thomas  H.  Barron.  In  the  little  city  of  Athens  and 
the  country  surrounding,  Thomas  H.  Barron  is  a  man 
who  has  succeeded  as  a  man  of  aflfairs,  a  farmer,  mer- 
chant, and  freighter,  and  is  now  retired  from  active  par- 
ticipation in  those  concerns  which  for  many  years  made 
up  the  business  of  his  life.  He  is  an  example  of  the 
self-jnade  man  in  the  matter  of  his  achievements,  and 
without  an  inventory  of  his  resources  it  would  be  only 
a  guess  to  estimate  just  how  fortunate  he  has  been.  His 
career  has  been  one  not  only  prosperous  from  his  indi- 
vidual standpoint,  but  has  been  useful  in  service  and 
in  many  ways  to  his  community,  and  he  has  long  stood 
as  a  leader  in  Henderson  county  affairs. 

Thomas  H.  Barron  was  born 'in  Marion,  Perry  county, 
Alabama,  October  14,  1857.  When  two  years  old  he 
came  to  Texas  with  his  father,  Joseph  J.  Barron,  who 
located  in  Houston  county.  Joseph  J.  Barron  was  bom 
in  Alabama  in  1832.  There  is  evidence  that  a  portion  of 
the  ancestral  stock  was  Spanish,  since  Thomas  Barron, 
the  grandfather,  is  believed  to  have  been  a  son  of  peo- 
ple who  were  originally  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain. 
Thomas  Barron  was  married  in  Alabama  to  a  Miss 
Jameson,  a  sister  of  Henry,  Bobb  and  Jack  Jameson,  of 
Perry  county.  The  children  in  the  grandfather's  family 
were:  Eobert,  Joseph  J.,  Thomas,  Elias,  Alfred,  Kittie, 
and  Puss,  who  married  a  Mr.  Wells,  and  Eunice,  who 
married  William  Hinton. 

Joseph  J.  Barron  married  Eliza  Xelms,  of  Perry 
county,  Alabama.  It  was  in  Perry  comity  that  Gen. 
Sam  Houston  married  his  last  wife,  a  wefblina-  cere- 
mony which  Mrs.  Barron  attended,  as  a  giie'it.  Mr.  J. 
J.  Barron  died  in  Houston  county,  Texas,  in '1868,  and 
his  widow  survived  him  many  years,  until  1906,  when 
she  was  sevent.y-two  years  of  age.  They  had  come  to 
Texas  in  1859,  by  wagon,  and  along  with  their  famOy 
and  houshold  possessions  also  brought  a  number  of 
slaves.  Mr.  Barron  during  the  war  joined  ~the  Con- 
federate army  and  was  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment, under  Gen.  Tom  Green,  and  was  present  when 
that  gallant  Confederate  leader  lost  his  life  by  a  can- 
non shot  in  the  Eed  River  campaign.  The  children  of 
Joseph  J.  and  Eliza  Barron  were:  Mollie,  who  married 
John  McClellan  and  died  in  Comanche  county,  Okla- 
homa; Thomas  H. ;  Fannie,  wife  of  Wimburn  Jones,  of 
Marlow,  Oklahoma;  Sallie,  who  married  Albert  Ellis 
of  Oklahoma;  Joseph  J„  of  Houston  county,  Texas; 
Cornelia,  wife  of  Burrell  McClendon,  of  Duncan,  Okla- 
homa, and  Young  Barron,  of  Lee  county,  Texas.  Thomas 
H.  Barron  grew  up  in  a  humble  home.  He  was  only 
eleven  years  old  when  his  father  died.  As  the  oldest 
son  he  had  to  get  out  and  hustle,  not  only  for  himself, 
but  to  support  his  mother  and  younger  sister.  The  fam- 
ily estate  was  so  small  that  he  never  claimed  any  of  it 


when  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one.  At  the  same 
time  his  educational  advantages  were  necessarily  meager 
and  his  attendance  at  school  was  almost  negUgible' 
During  the  decade  of  the  seventies,  when  he  was  still 
young,  he  came  to  Henderson  county  and  found  work 
as  a  clerk  m  Athens,  with  Dr.  Scott.  Subsequently  he 
worked  a  few  years  for  J.  H.  Gerrall.  As  his  monthly 
salary  was  sufficient  to  only  pay  a  little  more  than  his 
current  expenses  and  enable  him  to  lay  by  a  few  dollars 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  he  soon  gave  up  his  occupation 
and  started  out  independently.  He  managed  to  acquire 
a  home  and  then  traded  the  property  for  a  farm  west 
of  Athens,  giving  his  notes  for  the  balance.  That  move 
was  the  opening  wedge  in  his  successful  career.  He 
proved  by  actual  experience  that  he  was  a  first  class 
farmer,  he  soon  had  his  land  paid  for,  and,  by  trading 
m  stock  and  energetic  management  of  all  his  interests, 
increased  his  wealth  rapidly  from  year  to  year.  He  was 
soon  listed  among  the  independent  and  substantial  men 
of  Henderson  county.  His  credit  was  always  maintained 
at  gilt  edge,  and  as  he  always  met  his  responsibUities 
on  the  moment,  it  was  never  difficult  to  secure  the  funds 
to  help  him  through  his  deals.  FinaUy  he  turned  over 
the  management  of  the  farm  to  negro  labor  and  moved 
to  Athens,  where  he  engaged  in  merchandising.  He 
sold  groceries,  was  associated  as  one  of  the  firm  of 
Wofford  and  Barron,  and  later  conducted  a  hardware 
business  of  his  own.  He  carried  on  a  general  line  of 
trading  in  Athens  property  and  in  farm  lands,  and  did 
a  good  deal  toward  the  improvement  and  development 
of  farms  near  the  county  seat.  In  Athens  he  acquired 
some  of  the  business  houses,  and  his  farms  still  form  a 
material  source  of  his  income. 

His  success  in  business  seems  to  have  encouraged  Mr. 
Barron  to  study  political  questions  and  political  condi- 
tions, and  he  thus  formed  a  growing  interest  in  economic 
aflfairs.  He  has  always  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  but 
IS  not  in  harmony  with  his  party  on  some  of  the  vital 
questions  of  the  day.  He  favors  a  tariff  on  raw  ma- 
terial for  revenue,  and  believes  in  the  encouragement 
of  home  industry  on  the  farm  and  elsewhere  by  the  im- 
position of  proper  tariff  rates.  His  idea  was  repre- 
sented by  the  candidacy  of  Mr.  Harmon  for  president 
in  1912,  rather  than  by  those  who  he  considers  of  more 
populistic  tendencies.  His  study  of  politics  and  his 
reputation  as  a  man  of  splendid  judgment  in  business 
finally  brought  him  iuto  the  field  for  the  legislature,  and 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  twenty-third  assembly. 
He  was  placed  on  the  committee  on  military  aflfairs, 
farming  and  stock  raising  and  federal  relations.  His 
chief  service  was  in  heading  off  vicious  legislation  and 
the  enactment  of  laws  tending  to  burden  the  state  with- 
out a  corresponding  benefit.  He  introduced  a  bill  mak- 
ing it  a  penitentiary  ott'ense  for  a  mortgagor  to  run 
off  personal  property  on  which  he  had  borrowed  money. 
That  measure  was  defeated.  He  also  opposed  the  ap- 
propriation of  public  money  for  the  transportation  of 
militia  to  points  of  disturbance  where  railroad  interests 
needed  guarding,  believing  the  railroads  should  bear  that 
expense,  since  the  service  was  for  their  benefit. 

In  December,  1880,  Mr.  Barron  was  married  in  Athens 
to  Miss  Florence  Scott,  daughter  of  the  venerable  Dr. 
William  D.  Scott,  whose  career  is  given  space  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  Mrs.  Barron  was  born  in  1865.  Their 
children  are:  Horace  S.,  born  in  1884,  and  now  cashier 
of  the  State  Bank  at  Chandler,  and  one  of  the  promising 
young  business  men  of  this  section,  and  Helen  Barron, 
who  was  born  in  1903. 

Arthur  Mauldin.  A  young  citizen  and  business  man 
of  exceptional  prominence  and  enterinise  at  Kemp  is 
Arthur  Mauldin,  cashier  of  the  Fanners '  Guaranty  State 
Bank.  Mr.  Mauldin 's  first  business  experience  "was  in 
banking,  and,  having  quickly  demoustrated  his  ability 
in  the  minor  grades  of  the  service,  was  given  larger  and 
larger   responsibilities,   and   soon   took   the   initiative   in 
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organizing  and  conducting  financial  institutions  in  sev- 
eral localities  of  central  and  western  Texas.  He  has 
also  taken  niueli  ftterest  in  matters  of  local  citizenship, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  workers  for  the  sub- 
stantial prosperity  of  his  home  city  of  Kemp. 

Arthur  Mauldin  was  born  at  Commerce,  Texas,  August 
25,  1883,  a  son  of  C.  S.  Mauldin  and  a  grandson  of 
Payne  Mauldin.  Grandfather  Mauldin  died  in  Hunt 
county,  Texas,  and  among  his  children  were:  C.  S. 
Mauldin;  D.  C.  Mauldin,  of  Fort  Worth;  West,  of  El 
Paso,  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Hodge,  of  Sulphur  Springs,  Texas. 
C.  S.  Mauldin,  who  is  a  cotton  buyer  at  Greenville, 
came  to  Texas  in  1878,  from  Atlanta,  Georgia.  He  was 
born  at  Marietta,  Georgia,  in  185T,  grew  up  and  was 
educated  at  Atlanta,  and  also  attended  school  at  Honey 
Grove,  Texas,  where  the  family  located  on  coming  to 
this  state.  He  began  his  career  as  a  laborer  on  a  ranch, 
subsequently  became  an  independent  farmer,  but  his 
principal  business  career  had  been  in  connection  with 
cotton  business.  He  was  directed  to  that  through  his 
election  as  a  cotroii  wiM^ilirv  at  Cnniiiimt'.  His  four 
years  of  service  in  that  cmihi.  ity  sc.  tMiniliriiizcd  him 
with  cotton  gradini;  :in.l  -.■iiii|iliiiu  :is  to  iciHler  him  a 
valuable  man  for  cotton  Inokeis.  He  was  employed  by 
P.  E.  Henson  &  Company,  of  Paris,  for  a  time,  then  by 
Bush,  Witherspoon  &  Company  as  a  buyer,  and  then  by 
J.  L.  Goldman,  of  Dallas.  For  the  past  several  years 
he  has  followed  the  business  independently  as  a  specu- 
lator at  Greenville.  Mr.  C.  S.  Mauldin  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Lewis,  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Faraby  Lewis. 
Mrs.  Mauldin  died  at  Greenville  in  1912,  and  her  chil- 
dren are  Arthur  and  Miss  ilary  Mauldin,  the  latter 
being  a  teacher  in  Hopkins  county,  Texas. 

Arthur  Mauldin  attended  the  east  Texas  normal 
school  at  Commerce,  where  he  took  a  commercial  course. 
With  that  preparation  he  became  a  bookkeeper  in  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Commerce,  and  his  experience 
there  lasted  for  more  than  two  years.  Thoroughly  fa- 
miliar with  all  the  departments  of  banking,  he  then 
organized  the  Chilton  Bank,  of  which  he  was  cashier 
two  years.  From  Chilton  he  went  to  Frankston,  Texas, 
where  he  was  cashier  of  the  First  State  Bank  for  a 
year,  and  in  1909  came  to  Kemp  and  organized  the 
Farmers'  Guaranty  State  Bank,  of  which  he  was  chosen 
cashier.  In  191.3,  Mr.  Mauldin  organized  the  Citizens 
Bank  of  Scurry,  Texas,  and  is  vice  president  of  that 
institution.  His  associate  in  flic  m  i^anizatioii  of  the 
bank  at  Chilton  was  .In^l-v  i;i.M.I.  the  well  known 
financier  of  Dallas.  The  s:,nir  nMtinpolitan  inlluence  en- 
tered into  the  forming  of  tli.-  state  Lank  in  Kemp  and 
the  Citizens  Bank  at  Scurry,  Judge  Riddle  being  presi- 
dent of  both  institutions.  The  Kemp  bank  has  a  capi- 
tal of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  its  earnings 
to  the  1st  of  July,  1913,  were  approximately  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  with  dividends  of  forty-five  hundred  dol- 
lars paid  in  cash. 

On  October  29,  1905,  Mr.  Mauldin  was  married  in 
Commerce  to  Miss  Annie  Cornelius.  Mrs.  Mauldin  was 
born  in  Honey  Grove,  Texas,  May  18,  1889,  and  to  her 
marriage  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Evelyn  Mauldin. 
Mr.  Mauldin  has  served  as  president  of  the  Kemp 
Commercial  Club,  and  is  now  treasurer  of  that  live  civic 
and  business  organization.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  board  of  stewards  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  fra- 
ternally is  secretary  of  Lorlge  No.  528,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at 
Kemp,  Texas. 

William  Pillet.  A  resident  of  Texas  since  December 
27,  1869,  Mr.  Williain  Pilley  has  been  prominent  as  a 
business  man  and  public  official  at  Wills  Point  for  more 
than  thirty  years,  the  greater  part  of  which  time  has 
been  spent  in  the  service  of  his  community  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  postmaster.  Mr.  Pilley  took  charge  of  the 
local  postoffice  at  a  time  when  its  service  could  be  per- 
formed by  one  man,  the  postmaster  himself,  and  has 
inaugurated    there    all    the    important    additions   to    the 


postal  facilities,  including  rural  free  delivery,  and  had 
charge  of  the  office  when  the  parcel  post  went  into 
effect.  During  the  war  between  the  states  Mr.  Pilley 
was  a  Union  soldier,  and  comes  of  a  long  line  of  an- 
cestors who  have  been  devoted  to  America  and  its 
freedom. 

His  earliest  forefather  in  America  was  his  grand- 
father, an  Irishman  by  birth,  who  deserted  from  the 
British  army  and  joined  the  American  troops  in  time 
to  render  some  service  in  the  cause  of  American  inde- 
pendence. One  of  the  sons  of  this  patriot  was  William 
Pilley,  a  soldier  in  Conmiodore  MacDonough's  fleet  dur- 
ing the  war  of  1812.  He  suffered  capture  by  the  Eng- 
lish and  was  executed. 

Mr.  William,  Pilley  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
Arkansas,  September  8,  1847,  a  son  of  John  E.  Pilley. 
The  latter,  who  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1814,  was 
a  man  of  learning  and  ability  as  a  teacher,  a  student  of 
conditions  of  his  day,  and  a  partisan  of  the  Union 
against  all  comers.  During  his  earlier  career  he  cast  his 
vote  as  a  Whig,  and  was  afterwards  a  stanch  advocate 
of  Republicanism.  Leaving  New  England  when  a  young 
man,  he  spent  some  time  in  Tennessee,  and  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  Mexican  war  near  Joplin,  Missouri.  He 
served  with  the  army  of  General  Taylor,  and  after  that 
war  moved  to  Arkansas.  Most  of  his  career  was  spent 
as  a  farmer.  In  Joplin,  Missouri,  he  married  a  Miss 
Parkinson,  a  daughter  of  James  Parkinson,  of  Tennes- 
see, known  as  "Fighting  Parkinson."  In  1852,  John, 
E.  Pilley  moved  from  Washington  to  Sebastian  county, 
Arkansas,  and  died  on  his  farm  near  Fort  Smith  in  1866. 
His  widow  survived  him  many  years  and  died  in  the 
same  locality  in  1905.  Their  children  were:  J.  R.,  who 
died  in  Kaufman  county,  Texas,  and  left  a  family ; 
John  K.,  who  died  in  Sebastian  county,  Arkansas,  with 
a  family;  Mrs.  Rebecca  Collier,  of  Sebastian  county, 
Arkansas,  and  Mrs.  Malinda  Bay,  of  Crosby  county, 
Texas. 

It  was  in  the  country  about  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas, 
that  William  Pilley  spent  his  years  from  the  age  of 
seven,  and  had  a  common  school  education.  He  was 
brought  up  under  the  influences  of  his  father  as  regards 
the  questions  of  secession  and  slavery,  and  had  all  the 
spirit  of  his  fighting  ancestors  to  urge  him  to  war  when 
war  came.  He  ran  away  from  home,  and  in  April,  1863, 
joined  the  Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry,  which  was  then  oper- 
ating in  Indian  territory.  He  witnessed  and  participated 
in  some  of  the  desultory  fighting  with  that  regiment,  and 
was  in  the  engagements  at  Backbone,  Marks '  Mill, 
Jenkins  Ferry,  and  in  the  second  capture  of  Helena. 
From  tli.'ic  the  eommand  was  ordered  back  to  Fort 
Smith  to  inteiri'|it  General  Price,  who  was  on  his  way 
to  .Miss. Ill II  tiMiii  liis  great  raid  toward  Kansas  City. 
The  reyinieiit  remained  around  Fort  Gibson,  in  Indian 
Territory,  where  he  was  mustered  out  of  service  in 
June,  1865.  The  two  years  of  his  army  service  did  not 
suifice  to  satisfy  Mr.  Pilley  "s  love  of  adventure,  and  he 
then  joined  the  government  train  for  the  Black  Hill 
regions,  ipaking  the  trip  as  a  wagon  driver.  His  em- 
ployer was  a  man  named  John  Boyle,  government  wagon- 
master.  He  reached  Fort  Crook  without  any  special 
incident,  and  the  two  years  spent  about  there  were  un- 
eventful except  for  the  drawing  of  his  pay.  His  return 
to  civilization  was  made  over  the  new  Union  Pacific 
Railroad,  and  on  reaching  Leavenworth  he  concluded  his 
connection  with  the  government  in  1868.  The  next  few 
months  were  spent  in  adding  needed  repairs  to  his 
mother's  farm  in  Arkansas,  and  in  December  of  1869 
he  started  for  Texas.  Shortly  before  he  had  married 
in  Topeka,  Kansas,  and  it  was  with  his  young  wife  that 
he  began  life  in  the  Lone  Star  .state.  Settling  near 
Rockwall,  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising 
until  1880,  and  then  moved  to  Wills  Point  and  estab- 
lished his  home  and  turned  to  the  vocation  of  mer- 
chandising. As  a  clerk  for  nine  years  he  sold  goods, 
under  John  T.  Reed.     In  July,  1889,  he  was  appointed 
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during  the  Harrison  administration  as  postmaster.  The 
office  was  then  in  the  fourth  class  and  his  jsredecessor 
had  been  W.  F.  Weaver.  After  four  and  a  half  years, 
Mr.  Cleveland  replaced  himself  with  R.  E.  Yantis,  whom 
Mr.  PiUey  succeeded  soon  after  the  beginning  of  the 
McKinley  administration.  President  Roosevelt  and 
President  Taft  gave  him  reappointment,  and  his  pres- 
ent term  expires  in  May,  1914.  Since  the  time  when  he 
did  all  the  work  of  the  office  himself  the  force  has  been 
increased,  until  there  are  now  two  regular  assistants  and 
six  rural  delivery  routes  have  been  established. 

In  his  political  activity,  Mr.  Pilley  has  been  a  Re- 
publican since  he  became  a  voter,  casting  his  first  vote 
for  U.  S.  Grant.  He  is  one  of  the  old  guards  who  car- 
ried on  Republican  work  in  the  state  of  Texas  for 
many  years,  and  was  a  frequent  dcle'^ate  to  congres- 
sional and  state  conventions.  II.'  has  ;ilsn  served  as 
precinct  chairman  and  f.miity  .  Im ;iii  ,,|  the  Repub- 
lican party.  As  to  rcliuinn,  .Mi.  I'lll.'v  \\;is  reared 
under  the  doctrines  of  the  luneisalist  laitli,  his  father 
having  held  such  belief  and  taught  same  tn  his  iliil.Ireii. 
Mr.  Pilley  in  1869  married  Miss  Mil.lre.l  ll:nT.  .-i 
daughter  of  James  H.  Hart,  of  Fort  Smith.  Arkansas. 
This  wife  died  in  Kaufman  county  in  l)S7iS.  Her  one 
child  was  John  R.,  of  Wills  Point,  who  married  a  Miss 
Sayre,  now  deceased,  and  they  had  five  children.  Mr. 
Pilley  for  his  second  wife  married  Miss  Belle  Jones,  a 
daughter  of  Anson  D.  Jones.  At  her  death  she  left  one 
son,  Anson  D.,  now  of  Wills  Point.  The  third  wife  of 
Mr.  Pilley  was  Mrs.  Mellissa  Dixon,  who  died  without 
children.  His  next  marriage  was  with  Mrs.  Sadie  Barker, 
who  died  without  issue.  The  present  Mrs.  Pilley  was 
formerly  a  Mrs.  Payne. 

Capt.  Thomas  G.  Thompson.  The  pioneer  merchant 
of  Wills  Point  is  now  living  retired,  after  thirty-five 
years  of  successful  merchandising.  Cdpt.  Thomas 
Thompson  has  been  a  vigorous  and  aggressive  business 
man,  and  at  the  same  time  has  performed  his  part  of 
commercial  and  social  service  with  a  fine  dignity,  which 
is  still  evident  in  his  distinctive  bearing  and  manner. 
Early  in  life  he  did  his  part  as  a  soldier  of  the  Con- 
feileraiv,  ancl   re,ri\e.l  his  first  experience  in  trade  soon 

<  apt  a  111  1' In  III  1 1  IS,, II.  will)  represents  an  old  family  in  dif- 
ferent ^iiiilljiTii  states,  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  Mis- 
sissippi, March  2,S,  lS4o.  The  grandfather  was  John  A. 
Thompson,  a  native  of  Scotland,  from  which  country, 
with  two  brothers,  one  of  whom  was  William,  he  emi- 
grated to  the  Unite.l  States,  and  after  a  brief  resi- 
dence in  Xi.rth  C.avi.liiia  iimve,!  to  Aluny  lamnty.  Ten- 
nessee, and    III, III    tiler,!    iiit,,    M  i^-is^i|,|ii,    \\lii,-|i   state  een- 

occurred    in    .Simtli     ,-,iiiiit\,     'I'.xas,     vli,,rilv     ln-fure     tin' 

Civil    war.      The    l.irtli    et    .l.ilia     A.    Tl i|is,,n    ,M-,ainv.l 

about  the  time  of  tli,'  ,l,,^,|  ,,l  tli,'  Am, a), -an  ],',■;  ,.|iiti.,n. 
On  coming  to  Ainernaa  In'  ln,,li  iq,  willi  the  estal,|islie,l 
custom  of  the  south  in  owning  slave  iiroperty.  ami  was 
a  substantial  and  fairly  prosperous  man.  He  mai'ried 
Elizalieth   Edwards,   who   died   in   Smith   county,   Texas, 
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children  were:  Stephen, 
iia;    William,   who    died 
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farmer,  had  a  small  number  of  slaves  before  the  war. 
and  tor  several  years  served  his  county  as  a  member  of 
^ocnf*:,  "  <^<"nn"ssioners.  His  death  occurred 
1880  at  the  age  of  seve    '  ~ 

married  Cyrena  Flint,  d; 
in  Monroe  county,  Mis 
William  P.,  who  die,!  in  "ni,.r,,k,.,. '  ,.|i',',','i,'v"' t'.'.vis- 
Samuel,  a  resident  of  .laeksoiiMlle,  'I'.'xas-  Tlnmi'is  Vi' 
Burrell,  of  Ellis  county,  Texas;  Mrs.  A  M  Freeman' 
of  Fort  Worth;  Mrs.  Cassie  Blankenship,  who  died  in 
A  an  Zandt  county;  William  F.,  who  was  captain  of 
Company  C,  m  the  Seventeenth  Texas  Consolidated 
Regiment,  in  Polignae 's  Brigade;  Samuel,  who  was 
a  member  of  Douglas's  Battery  and  took  part  in  all 
the   historic  engagements  east  of  the  Mississippi  River 

the  end  of  the  Atlanta  campaign. 

iiiii|ison  was  reared  from  the  age  of  three 
'imiity,   Texas,   and   was   about   sixteen 

the  war  came  on.     In   lS(i2  he  enlisted 
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Federal  raid  from  the  Rio  Grande,  at 'the  time  the 
news  of  the  surrender  of  General  Lee  reached  that  place. 
The  whole  command  was  then  disbanded  and  the  privates 
all  returned  to  their  homes. 

For  six  months  after  the  war  Captain  Thompson  at- 
tended school  and  made  up  for  some  of  the  deficiencies  of 
his  early  training.  During  the  season  of  186(5  he  put 
m  and  cultivated  a  crop,  and  then  turned  his  attention 
to  merchandising,  which  proved  his  lifelong  business. 
At  Old  Mount  A'ernon  he  worked  as  a  clerk  for  Alf 
Lofton,  and  from  there  went  to  Larissa  to  take  emidov- 
ment  un.ler  his  brothi.r,  win.  was  iiiananin"  a  business 
for  Clai.i,  .V    Kn.wii.      In    Is7j   Cai.i.'ii.i    ■ni.,imis,,ii    .,i,,v,'.,l 
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ehaiit,  I. lit  also  .'IS  111,'  ImihliT  of  a  brick  business  house 
.■ill. I  a  siil.stantial  lioini'.  Ili'  began  trade  as  one  of  the 
linn  of  Thompsiiu,  M.Ki„n,'v  \-  Cmipanv.  The  name 
was  later  changed  to  Tliom|,s..ii  \  .M.-kmin-v,  which 
existed  and  prospered  until  I  ii'.-.'nil,.'i ,  I'.iIl',  when  Cap- 
tain Thompson  wrapped  up  his  final  |.a,.kage,  waited 
upon  his  last  customer,  and  then  turned  the  business 
over  to  his  son,  who  is  now  proprietor  of  this  flourishing 
establishment. 

During  the  passage  of  his  many  years  of  residence  at 
Wills  Point,  Captain  Thompson  acquired  some  interest 
in  farming,  and  has  a.l.led  in  the  improvement  of  the 
virgin  soil  of  A'an  Zandt  county.  The  old  firm  now  owns 
a  farm  near  Wills  Point  ami  is  cultivatins;  t1,re.,  l,ni.,)r,>d 

and  fifty  acres  in  the  staple  crops  of  tlii-  m,  ■        I'ln' 

place  is  operated  by  tenants,  and  the  m  ;     -  re 

fairly  substantial  and  increasing  with  t.iLi;,!    ;  .,  r    :,  .. 

While  always  a  busy  man  with  his  i.in.iie  .iiiairs. 
Captain  Thompson  has  never  failed  in  responding  to  his 
civic  duties.  Since  the  organization  of  the  town  of 
Wills  Point  he  served  as  city  treasurer  up  to  May.  1913, 
when  he  resigned.  Formerly  he  attended  conventions 
of  the  Democratic  party,  but  as  a  rule  has  observed  the 
propriety  of  a  business  man  ami  exhibited  no  special 
partisanship  in  politics.     He  has  been  one  of  the  promi- 
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neDt  laymen  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  is  an  elder  of 
the  Wills  PoLQt  congregation,  has  attended  Presbyteries 
and  Synods,  and  was  a  member  of  the  general  assembly 
at  Decatur,  Illinois,  which  brought  about  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  divisions  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  himself 
voting  and  supporting  the  move  for  such  a  union.  This 
consolidation  was  effected  in  1906. 

On  August  IS,  187S,  Captain  Thompson  was  married 
at  Jacksonville,  Texas,  to  Miss  Allie  C.  Doherty.  Her 
death  occurred  in  August,  1912,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four. 
Mrs.  Thompson  was  a  daughter  of  iloore  Doherty,  who 
came  from  Alabama,  and  was  a  farmer  of  Cherokee 
county,  Texas.  Moore  Doherty  was  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  being  a  millwright  by  trade  was  exempt  from  mil- 
itary duty  during  the  war.  He  married  a  Miss  Shoe- 
maker, and  the  Doherty  children  were :  Sallie  C. ;  Torbett 
of  Cameron,  Texas;  Mrs.  Thompson;  Mrs.  Susan  Love 
of  Jacksonville;  Mrs.  Elsie  McKinney  of  Wills  Point, 
and  Calvin  M.  at  Lubbock,  Texas.  The  children  of  Cap- 
tain and  Mrs.  Thompson  are:  Edgar,  who  is  now  pro- 
prietor of  the  business  of  Thompson  &  McKinney  at 
Wills  Point;  Mrs.  W.  L.  Pitts  of  Marshall,  Texas; 
Dr.  J.  Dellis,  a  graduate  of  the  Cincinnati  Dental  Col- 
lege, now  practicing  dentistry  at  Wills  Point,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Grace  McGee  of  Dodd  City.  Texas;  Miss  Clyde, 
the  youngest,  is  her  father's  companion  at  the  old  home. 
Fraternally  Captain  Thompson  is  a  master  Mason,  has 
passed  all  the  chairs  in  his  local  lodge,  and  has  served 
as  a  delegate  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  is  also  aflSliated 
with  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor. 

Jacamiah  Seaman  Daughertt.  The  following  sketch 
of  the  career  of  a  well  known  Houston  citizen,  who, 
however,  deserves  to  be  called  a  Texan  rather  than  to  be 
identified  with  any  one  city  or  locality,  is  an  abstract 
of  an  individual  history  which  might  well  comprise  one 
of  the  most  important  chapters  covering  the  develop- 
ment of  this  state  during  the  past  forty  years.  From  the 
time  he  arrived  in  Texas  in  1872  until  the  present,  Mr. 
Daugherty  has  been  intimately  connected  with  land  de- 
velopments, with  railroad  building,  with  city  planning, 
with  the  larger  affairs  of  municipal  and  state  politics, 
so  that  through  his  career  may  be  read  much  of  the 
real  history  of  the  state. 

Jacamiah  Seaman  Daugherty  was  born  in  Sullivan 
county,  Missouri,  August  25,  1849.  His  great-grand- 
father, .John  Daugherty,  belonged  to  the  Ineshowen 
Valley  Daugherty  Clan  of  whom  it  was  said :  "  A  coward 
nor  traitor  was  ever  known. ' '  Grandfather  James 
Daugherty  immigrated  to  the  United  States  before  1824, 
settling  in  Harper's  Ferry,  Virginia,  and  was  a  con- 
tractor and  builder  of  canals  and  other  works.  Cap- 
tain Eobert  W.  Daugherty,  the  father,  moved  from  Vir- 
ginia to  ilissouri  in  pioneer  days  and  was  a  farmer  and 
stock  raiser.  He  introduced  Kentucky  blue  grass  into 
Sullivan  county,  was  the  owner  of  the  first  corn-plant- 
ing machine,  and  the  first  reaping  machine  in  that  local- 
ity, and  was  also  the  first  to  introduce  blooded  live  stock 
there.  He  was  the  first  man  to  volunteer  .from  Sullivan 
county  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  on  the  Confed- 
erate side,  joined  a  company  in  Chariton  county,  and 
afterwards  became  captain  of  another  company  and 
seiTed  in  Price's  army.  He  was  twice  wounded  in  the 
battle  of  Pea  Eidge. 

Captaia  Daugherty  married  Lydia  E,  Seaman.  The 
Seaman  family  settled  in  the  A'alley  of  Virginia,  before 
the  American  Revolution,  and  many  of  its  members 
were  prominent  during  the  Eevolution  and  afterwards. 
While  Captain  Daugherty  was  away  from  his  home  in 
Sullivan  county,  the  Federal  troops  confiscated  all  the 
horses  and  grain  and  other  property  about  the  home,  and 
towards  the  close  of  1861  the  only  live  stock  left  were 
a  few  milch  cows  and  a  blind  mule,  and  a  few  colts.  _ 

At  that  time  .Jacamiah  S.  Daugherty  was  entering  his 
thirteenth  year,  the  oldest  of  five  children.  He  used  his 
youthful  strength  to  cut  down  wood,  and  hauled  it  to 


the  house  with  the  blind  mule  in  order  to  keep  the  family 
warm  during  the  following  winter.  At  the  same  time 
he  attended  country  school.  He  cultivated  a  crop  of 
corn  with  the  blind  mule  during  the  summer  of  1862, 
and  afterwards  broke  to  work  a  pair  of  two-year-old 
steers.  In  1863  the  Federal  troops  took  away  one  of 
these  steers  and  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  yoke  a 
cow  by  the  side  of  the  other  steer,  and  with  this  ill- 
assorted  team  he  put  in  a  small  crop  of  corn  and  wheat 
and  oats,  during  1863.  He  threshed  out  this  grain  with 
a  wooden  flail,  and  thus  provided  enough  flour  for  the 
family  use  during  the  winter.  In  1864  the  father  of 
whom  nothing  had  been  heard  for  nearly  two  years,  sent 
a  messenger  with  teams  and  wagon  to  aid  the  family, 
and  from  that  time  on  till  the  close  of  the  war,  condi- 
tions were  better  about  the  Daugherty  farm.  But  the 
homestead  had  been  in  the  meantime  sold  to  satisfy  se- 
curity debts,  and  it  was  a  hard  struggle  to  keep  the 
family  alive  and  to  devise  means  for  paying  off  the  obli- 
gations resting  upon  the  household.  After  the  surrender 
of  the  Confederate  army.  Captain  Daugherty  was  unable 
to  return  home  since  Sullivan  county  was  a  rabidly 
Union  community.  He  engaged  in  buying  and  selling 
the  outfits  offered  for  sale  by  the  government,  and  also 
engaged  in  freighting.  In  1866  when  he  began  cotton 
planting  in  the  Eed  Elver  Valley  of  Louisiana.  Thus 
by  1869  he  was  able  to  pay  off  the  debts  hanging  over 
the  homestead  and  the  family  once  more  breathed  freely. 
After  this  arduous  experience  of  the  Civil  war  period 
the  son  Jacamiah  began  planning  his  own  future,  and 
sought  to  remedy  the  deficiencies  in  his  early  education. 
At  country  school  he  had  proved  himself  a  very  apt  pupil 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  contestants  in  all  the  spell- 
ing and  debating  occasions  as  also  in  the  athletic  games 
played  among  the  boys.  When  moderate  prosperity  had 
once  more  come  to  the  family,  he  attained  permission 
from  his  father  to  begin  a  collegiate  course  of  educa- 
tion, and  in  December,  1869,  entered  the  Kentucky  Uni- 
versity at  Lexington,  where  he  remained  until  October, 
1872,  graduating  with  first  honors  in  the  business  de- 
partment, and  also  completing  the  English  course  and 
taking  courses  in  mathematics,  the  languages,  science, 
and  political  philosophy.  In  the  University  he  was 
again  prominent  in  the  student  and  social  life,  was  editor 
of  the  college  paper,  and  orator  for  the  Secropian  Lit- 
erary Society.  Owing  to  a  misunderstanding  with  his 
father  he  left  college  before  he  had  completed  all  the 
prescribed  courses,  and  landed  in  Galveston  on  November 
21,  1872,  with  just  two  and  a  half  dollars  in  cash.  Un- 
alile  to  secure  any  work  there,  he  pawned  his  watch,  and 
went  to  Houston,  where  again  he  was  unsuccessful  in 
securing  an  opening  and  then  traveled  north  to  Waco 
and  finally  to  Dallas.  Unable  to  get  the  business  open- 
ing which  he  desired,  he  finally  accepted  an  offer  to  take 
the  Cedar  Hill  district  school  in  Dallas  coimty.  at  one 
hundred  dollars  a  month.  A  Eepubliean  administration 
had  recently  burdened  the  district  with  a  heavy  public 
school  tax,  "and  there  was  much  hostility  to  the  school 
which  manifested  itself  in  the  burning  of  the  school 
house  a  few  days  after  the  session  had  begun.  Mr. 
Daugherty  was  not  a  man  then  or  now  to  quit  in  the  face 
of  difficulties,  and  at  once  nvened  school  in  a  private 
residence,  and  applied  himself  with  such  industry  and 
tact  to  the  management  of  his  school  that  at  its  close 
its  enrollment  had  increased  from  six  pupils  to  eighty, 
and  the  patrons  were  so  highly  pleased  that  they  asked 
him  to  continue  the  teaching  for  another  year.  However, 
the  Democratic  party  in  the  meantime  had  come  into 
power,  had  repealed  the  school  laws,  enacted  by  the  pre- 
vious administration,  and  at  the  end  of  the  school  year 
Mr.  Daugherty  had  vouchers  amounting  to  over  five  hxm- 
dred  dollars,  "upon  which  he  could  not  realize  from  the 
board  management,  who  refused  to  pay  the  vouchers. 
He  also  owed  a  board  bill  of  about  one  hundred  dollars, 
but  his  landlord,  who  was  a  bighearted  man  refused  to 
be  concerned  about  the  settlement  of  this  bill,  and  al- 
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lowed  the  young  teacher  all  the  time  he  required  to  pay 
it.  He  finally  discounted  his  vouchers  at  sixty-eight 
cents  on  the  dollar,  and  with  the  proceeds  bought  a 
horse  and  buggy  and  furnislied  a  small  oflice  as  a  real 
estate  center  in  Dallas.  During  the  following  years  he 
made  enough  money  to  meet  expenses,  to  pay  off  his 
board  bill  and  to  redeem  his  watch,  which  he  still  wears. 

Mr.  Daugherty  was  one  of  the  men  who  looked  ahead 
and  foresaw  a  great  possibility  for  the  land  business, 
especially  what  was  then  west  Texas.  He  induced  an 
old  college  friend  C.  U.  Connellee  to  become  his  partner, 
and  in  September,  1874,  they  established  their  headquar- 
ters in  Dallas,  and  engaged  in  the  land  locating  busi- 
ness, Mr.  Connellee  making  his  headquarters  in  Brown- 
wood  in  Brown  county.  Buying  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  Eastland  county,  they  surveyed 
in  December,  1874,  the  site  upon  which  the  town  of 
Eastland  is  now  located.  The  choice  of  a  county  seat 
was  decided  about  the  middle  of  the  following  year,  and 
their  townsite  was  chosen  by  nineteen  more  votes  than  all 
the  other  three  places  combined.  The  firm  had  agreed  to 
erect  a  two-story  store  building  at  Eastland,  the  upper 
floor  of  which  w:as  to  be  used  for  county  purposes,  and  in 
order  to  get  the  necessary  funds  to  carry  out  this  agree- 
ment, the  two  partners  induced  Mr.  J.  B.  Ammerman  of 
Kentucky,  an  another  college  mate  to  come  into  the  firm 
thus  making  the  firm  Daugherty,  Connellee  &  Ammer- 
man, in  1876.  From  that  time  they  were  engaged  in  lo- 
cating many  of  the  lands  in  Floyd,  Hale,  Crosby,  and 
Lubbock  counties,  and  in  various  other  parts  of  the 
state.  They  sold  a  large  tract  of  land  to  a  Quaker  col- 
ony, from  Indiana,  and  in  October,  1878,  the  firm  in 
preparation  for  this  colony  sunk  at  Estacado  in  Crosby 
county,  the  first  well  ever  put  down  on  the  staked  plains 
of  Texas.  At  a  depth  of  ninety-eight  feet  the  diggers 
struck  an  abundant  supply  of  good  water  in  sheet  form, 
thus  opening  up  a  resource  which  subsequently  has 
proved  the  greatest  boon  of  the  west  Texas  plains  coun- 
try. Another  large  sale  which  the  firm  carried  out  was 
in  the  center  of  Hale  county,  of  a  tract  comprising  more 
than  sixty  thousnnd  acres  for  a  Methodist  colony,  and 
the  town  of  Hale  Center  now  occupies  the  center  of  that 
ground. 

In  1880,  Mr.  Daugherty  indicated  to  the  chief  engineer 
of  the  Texas  &  Pacific  Railroad  how  a  better  line  could 
be  obtained  for  the  route  of  the  railroad  through  the 
town  of  Eastland  than  along  the  survey  as  first  made, 
and  it  was  as  a  result  of  this  demonstration  that  the 
Texas  &  Pacific  Eailroad  was  built  to  the  town  of  East- 
land. In  1880,  Mr.  Connellee  retired  from  the  firm  and 
in  the  following  spring  Mr.  Daugherty  bought  out  the 
other  partner,  and  since  that  time  has  been  engaged  In 
general  real  estate  and  land  business  on  his  own  account. 
In  connection  with  a  Boston  S\  i.l:.  iiii  .  In  iM.ated  many 
thousands  of  acres  in  the  cm  i  >  ~m  i  ii  poitinns 

of  the  state  fronting  on  the  !,  •  i  m  :.  ■  jimI  tl;e  Pecos 
Rivers,  and  also  a  large  trait  n  ll-iHiiil  i  omity  within 
a  short  distance  of  the  present  town  nf  Big  S|irings. 
Even  to  one  who  is  familiar  with  tin?  vast  extent  of 
Texas,  some  of  the  purchases  made  liy  ^Fr.  Dauaiierty 
and  associates  in  the  earlv  dnvs  is  snrpriKin.;,  aucl  soveral 
of  his  deals  ran  well  up  tc  li:ilf  n  inillim,  ;,rir<.  while 
that  of  the  Boston  Syndi.-alr  in-t  n-itr.i  iihlii.l.J  lands 
of  more  than  a  million  and  :i  .jii.ni.r  a.i.s.  While 
these  various  purchases  and  lran>aetiuiis  cannot  be  re- 
viewed in  detail,  there  is  much  interest  attaching  to  his 
individual  purchase  in  1879,  of  about  eleven  hundred 
acres,  situated  in  Kaufman  county,  twenty  eight  miles 
southeast  of  Dallas.  He  improved  this  laud  and  in- 
creased it  in  following  years  to  more  than  thirty-three 
hundred  acres,  twenty-three  hundred  acres  of  which  he 
put  under  the  plow-.  The  Texas  Trunk  Eailrnad  was 
isuilt  through  the  land,  and  a  depot  established  called 
Daugherty.  At  this  station  he  had  erected  a  store,  a 
gin  and  ten  first-class  tenant  houses.  He  constructed  a 
large  water  tank,  and  supplied  water  to  every  house  and 


barn  on  the  place,  and  so  arranged  it  that  his  tenants 
might  have  even  the  conveniences  of  hot  and  cold  water 
in  their  houses.  He  also  did  much  to  encourage  progress 
in  agriculture  in  that  community  and  improvement  along 
other  lines.  He  offered  a  first  and  second  premium  to 
the  women  who  kept  their  houses  and  yards  in  the  most 
attractive  conditions,  and  was  thus  a  pioneer  in  the 
"town  beautiful"  idea,  which  in  recent  years  has  had  so 
much  vogue  in  this  state  and  elsewhere.  During  the 
eighties  Mr.  Daugherty  owned  a  half  section  of  land  ad- 
joining the  town  site  of  Colorado,  the  countv  seat  of 
Mitchell  county,  and  with  his  former  partners  owned  a 
section  of  land  upon  which  Lubbock,  the  present  county 
seat  of  Lubbock  county  is  now  located.  All  told  he  had 
title  to  about  one  hundred  and  fiftv  thousand  acres  in 
Texas,  and  a  half  interest  in  over  "four  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  Mexican  land. 

Mr.  Daugherty 's  home  during  this  time  was  in  Dallas, 
and  about  his  lot  he  laid  the  first  concrete  sidewalk  ever 
constructed  in  that  city.  His  home  was  for  years  a 
landmark  in  Dallas,  and  the  sidewalks  laid  in  1881  are 
in  1913  still  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.  He  was 
also  actively  interested  in  buying  and  developing  city 
real  estate  in  Dallas,  and  a  number  of  early  improve- 
ments might  be  mentioned  which  originated  with  Mr. 
Daugherty.  For  several  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
grain,  hay  and  wood  business,  in  that  city,  buying  grain 
from  the  states  of  Texas,  Oklahoma  and  Kansas,  and 
supplying  the  trade  in  hay  from  his  large  farm  at 
Daugherty. 

His  increasing  investments  in  land  and  in  various 
business  enterprises  brought  Mr.  Daugherty  to  his  first 
great  business  crisis  toward  the  close  of  the  decade  of 
the  eighties.  It  was  not  from  lack  of  good  judgment 
that  he  was  drawn  into  his  dilemma,  since  the  situation 
which  he  had  to  face  also  confronted  nearly  every  other 
business  man  in  Texas.  This  phase  of  his  career  has 
special  historical  interest  and  will  bear  more  intimate 
consideration.  In  May,  1882,  C.  C.  Slaughter  of  Dallas 
sold  a  thousand  beeves  off 'the  grass  on  the  Chicago 
market  at  seven  cents  per  pound!  This  was  the  first 
grass-fed  beef  that  brought  as  high  a  price  in  the  United 
States.  As  a  result  the  live  stock  industry  became  most 
active  in  Texas.  English  and  Scotch  syndicates,  with 
noblemen  as  members  and  others  were  rolling  into  Texas 
and  buying  its  cheap  grazing  lands,  and  establishing 
ranches  of  fifty  thousand,  one  hundred  thousand,  five 
hundred  thousand  and  seven  hundred  thousand  and  more 
acres.  All  the  neighboring  states  of  Arkansas,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi  and  Florida  were  ransacked  for  cattle  with 
which  to  stock  these  ranges,  and  sheep  in  great  numbers 
were  brought  in  from  Mexico.  The  Texas  stockmen  to 
lirotcet  their  ranges  were  forced  to  buy  lands  in  large 
liodios.  This  combined  demand  for  iand  caused  the 
cheap  grazing  tracts  in  the  fifty-two  Panhandle  counties 
and  southwest  of  them,  where  during  1875-77  land  could 
lie  located  and  titles  procured  at  fifteen  cents  per  acre 
to  jump  in  selling  price  by  1882  to  from  fiftv  cents  to 
two  dollars  and  a  half  per  acre.  Stockmen  and  landmen 
had  loaded  themselves  with  debt  in  buying  lands,  and 
during  the  early  eighties  loans  commanded  from  two  to 
five  per  cent  per  month  in  Texas,  and  the  best  of  condi- 
tions called  for  one  per  cent  per  month.  The  few  who 
could  discount  their  paper  in  the  eastern  banking  centers 
at  from  six  to  ten  per  cent  were  a  privileged  class. 

Then  in  1883  cattle  began  to  decline!  Over  produc- 
tion forced  this  decline  through  the  followin"  rear,  and 
in  1885  there  prevailed  a  severe  drought  nil  over  west 
Texas,  continniii^  lliviniijli  tlic  year  iSSfi.  In  the  mean- 
time the  wiiitii  iif  l^^.'^i;  liinl  lipen  unusnallv  severe. 
The  short  i.injc  ami  tlio  mill  ^^ont]wr  killed  cattle  and 
sheep  by  the  toiw  of  tlnmsanils.  The  pioneer  settlers 
who  had  constituted  the  first  great  migration  into  west 
Texas,  owing  to  the  drought  could  make  no  crops,  and 
thousands  of  them  moved  out  of  the  country.  The  obli- 
gations of  the  landmen  and  the  cattlemen  began  to  ma- 
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ture  in  large  sums,  cattle  were  sacrificed  because  they 
could  not  be  fed  for  market,  and  under  these  varied 
conditions  it  became  simply  impossible  to  sell  western 
lands.      Practically    all    the"  cattlemen    were    heavily    in 


debt,  and  huni 
who  succeeded 
1896  are  now  ;i 
In  this  state 
with  his  wester 
tlemen    graze    them 


went  bankrupt.  The  few 
Hi-h  that  period  of  1886  to 
tliy  class  of  Texaus. 
11^  unable  to  do  anything 
[::\y  taxes,  and  let  the  cat- 
remuneration,    and    owing 


large  sums  of  money,  in  1888,  Mr.  Daugherty  transferred 
all  his  efforts  to  the  grain  business.  He  obtained  con- 
tracts to  supply  thirteen  United  States  posts  in  Texas 
with  grain  and"  hay.  Then  occurred  the  excessive  rain- 
fall of  1888,  which  prevented  the  harvesting  of  his 
crops,  damaged  the  oats  so  that  they  would  not  pass  in- 
spection, put  the  black-land  roads  of  north  Texas  in  such 
a  condition  that  the  farmers  could  not  get  their  gram 
to  market,  and  as  a  result  Mr.  Daugherty  had  to  ship  in 
grain  from  Kansas  at  almost  e.\tortionate  freight  rates 
in  order  to  fulfill  his  contract.  Tlie  losses  incident  to  the 
difficulties  of  this  year  taken  in  connection  with  the  dull- 
ness in  the  land  business,  so  impaired  his  credit  that  he 
could  no  longer  continue  to  press  the  grain  business. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Daugherty  first  became  interested 
in  the  country  in  and  about  Houston.  In  1888,  in  order 
to  get  more  land  for  the  production  of  hay,  he  bought 
six  thousand  acres  in  Harris  county,  about  twelve  or  fif- 
teen miles  west  of  Houston.  He  gave  the  right-of-way 
to  the  San  Antonio  and  Aransas  Pass  Railway,  and  got 
a  siding  for  the  townsite  of  Dairy,  now  Alief,  situated 
near  the  center  of  his  land.  He  also  acquired  the  land 
across  from  the  Grand  Central  Station  in  Houston,  now 
occupied  by  the  Brazos  Hotel.  Soon  afterwards  he  di- 
rected his  energies  to  a  proposition  in  the  city  of  Dallas, 
whereby  he  endeavored  to  commit  the  officials  of  the 
Housto"n  &  Texas  Central  Eailroad,  including  Mr.  Jay 
Gould,  to  locate  the  Union  Depot  on  a  block  of  land 
controlled  by  Mr.  Daugherty.  The  negotiations  were 
carried  on  for  a  year  between  him  and  Mr.  C.  P.  Hunt- 
ington and  J.  Gould  and  resulted  in  a  practical  agree- 
ment for  the  location  of  the  depot  on  the  proposed 
site,  and  Mr.  Huntington  had  signed  the  contract,  but 
following  a  series  of  delays  and  excuses  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Gould  the  latter  finally  refused  to  sign  the  last 
papers  and  thus  repudiated  the  contract  of  agreement  to 
which  he  had  previously  consented. 

Following  the  results  of  the  great  drought  of  the 
eighties  came  on  the  panic,  beginning  with  the  year 
1893.  Mr.  Daugherty  was  burdened  with  the  ownership 
and  control  of  thousands  of  acres  of  land  for  which  there 
was  no  sale.  He  was  land  poor  in  the  most  rigorous 
sense  of  that  phrase.  .Judgments  were  taken  in  the 
courts  against  him  and  all  of  his  lands,  which  in  normal 
conditions  then  would  Imv,.  minin.ni.lcd  from  fifty  cents 
to  two  dollars  and  fifty  .-.iif-  |i.  v  inre  were  taken  away 
at  fifteen  cents  to  forty  rents  |ier  a,-re,  so  the  proceeds 
did  not  bring  enough  to  satisfy  the  judgments  by  a  large 
sum.  However,  Mr.  Daugherty  refused  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  bankruptcy  act,  and  in  all  his  subsequent 
difficulties  has  never  accepted  the  leniency  offered 
through  that  avenue  of  legality. 

In  January,  1S94,  he  determined  that  Houston  and 
the  coast  country  of  Texas  presented  the  best  territory 
for  his  efforts.  "  He  left  his  family  in  their  home  in 
Dallas,  which,  as  a  result  of  the  wise  homestead  laws 
of  the  state,  had  been  exempt  from  the  numerous  ex- 
ecutions laid  upon  the  other  portions  of  his  propert,y. 
He  arrived  in  Houston  with  his  experience  as  his  cap- 
ital and  with  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
in  judgments  hanging  over  him.  He  had  procured  a 
selling  contract  for  the  six  thousand  acres  he  had  pre- 
viously owned,  west  of  Houston.  Subdividing  this  into 
forty-acre  tracts,  and  having  a  side-track  put  in  at  what 
is  liow  Alief,  then  called  Dairy,  he  brought  farmers 
there  from  the  black-lands  of  north  Texas.     He  offered 


and  paid  premiums  to  the  farmer  who  jiroduced  the 
most  cotton  on  his  laud  in  the  Dairy  community,  thus 
anticipating  by  about  fifteen  years  the  efforts  of  the 
Texas  Industrial  Congress  along  the  same  line.  It  is  to 
his  efforts  that  Harris  county  owes  its  most  successful 
agricultural  community,  and  it  was  to  Dairy  that  the 
Houston  real  estate  men  made  their  first  excursion  with 
the  business  men  of  Houston  when  they  were  demon- 
strating that  it  was  possible  to  successfully  develop 
Harris  county  along  agricultural  lines.  In  all  of  his 
land  transactions  Mr.  Daugherty  has  never  foreclosed  the 
vendor's  lien  on  a  tract  of  laml  sold  by  him,  and  after 
the  disaster  following  the  Galveston  storm  in  1900  he 
protected  the  settlers  on  his  land  and  stood  responsible 
for  their  notes  until  they  were  all  paid.  At  Houston  he 
had  sold  the  block  of  property  previously  mentioned,  and 
induced  the  purchaser  to  build  a  part  of  the  hotel  now 
included  in  the  well  known  Brazos  Hotel.  Mr.  Daugh- 
erty operated  extensively  in  the  lands  of  the  Brazos  Val- 
ley, and  led  the  way  in  colonization  and  development  in 
that  section  of  the  state.  After  the  bollweevii  had 
blighted  the  prospects  of  the  cotton  growers  in  the  gulf 
coast  country  about  1898-99,  he  brought  an  expert  to- 
bacco grower  to  this  vicinity  and  experimented  with  to- 
bacco productions.  His  first  crop  in  the  Brazos  Valley 
was  destroyed  by  an  unprecedented  flood  in  the  Brazos 
river.  And  about  the  time  the  cigar  leaf  tobacco  in- 
dustry was  in  a  fair  way  to  development,  especially  in 
Montgomery  county,  the  United  States  took  off  one-half 
the  tariff  from  tobacco  grown  in  Cuba,  and  all  of  the 
tariff  on  that  grown  in  the  Philippines  and  Porto  Rico, 
and  this  tariff  reduction  destroyed  the  cigar-leaf  tobacco 
business  in  southeast  Texas.  In  1900  he  induced  Dave 
Harris,  a  noted  broom  corn  grower  of  Tuscola,  Illinois, 
to  locate  in  Fort  Bend  county  and  experiment  with  the 
growing  of  this  plant.  The  winds  from  the  Galveston 
storm  of  1900  blew  the  entire  crop  flat  to  the  earth,  and 
thus  ended  another  praiseworthy  attempt  at  agricultural 
development. 

In  1900  Conrad  Bering  successfully  grew  the  first  crop 
of  rice  in  Harris  county.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  the 
first  grain  thresher  was  brought  through  Houston  on  its 
way  to  the  Bering  farm.  The  rice  crop  yielded  about 
twenty  bags  to  the  acre,  and  as  rice  was  then  selling 
from  four  and  a  half  to  five  dollars  a  barrel,  the  initial 
crop  brought  new  financial  prospects  to  the  coast  country 
of  Texas. 

In  the  meantime  in  January,  1901,  the  Lucas  Oil 
Gusher  broke  forth  at  Beaumont,  and  during  the  fol- 
lowing months  the  attention  and  speculative  desires  of 
half  the  nations  of  the  world  were  centered  on  this  local- 
ity in  southeast  Texas.  Immediatel.y  after  the  discovery 
at  Beaumont  Mr.  Daugherty  and  Edward  iloskowitz  of 
Houston  went  to  Beaumont  and  took  a  ground  lease  on 
a  lot,  upon  which  they  erected  a  corrugated-iron  build- 
ing. They  bought  and  shipped  two  dozen  cheap  desks 
and  invited  a  number  of  their  friends  to  occupy  them, 
their  intention  being  to  use  the  free  desks  as  factors  to 
draw  them  land  business.  Mr.  Daugherty  during  the  ex- 
citing times  at  Beaumont  following  this  oil  boom  saw 
that  among  the  various  classes  of  business  men  and  in- 
vestors were  a  great  many  interested  in  mineral  devel- 
opments, and  he  formulated  a  plan  to  set  before  these 
men  the  resources  of  Texas  in  the  mineral  field.  An  ex- 
pert was  secured  to  gather  up  a  carload  of  samples  of  the 
best  minerals  in  the  Llano  regions,  and  these  were  dis- 
played at  Beaumont,  where  they  attracted  general  atten- 
tion and  led  eventually  to  the  sale  of  the  Iron  Moun- 
tains in  Llano  county.  In  spite  of  his  leadership  and 
active  interest  in  these  and  resulting  transactions,  Mr. 
Daugherty  never  received  a  dollar  for  the  sale  of  the 
mineral  lands  in  Llano  county.  In  this  connection  it 
should   also  be  noted   that   in'lSS6   Mr.   Daugherty   co- 
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mining 
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operated  with   Professor   W.   C. 

introducing  for  practical  use  the  first  carload  of  lignite 

coal   from   the   Texas    deposits.     He   also   actively   eon- 
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cerneJ  himself  and  did  nuudi  valuable  work  toward 
bringing  other  mineral  resources  of  this  state  to  the  at- 
tention of  capitalists  and  others  interested. 

His  experiences  in  developing  the  rice  industry  are  of 
particular  interest.  In  1901  he  prepared  literature  set- 
ting forth  the  results  that  Conrad  Bering  had  accom- 
plished in  rice  growing  in  Harris  county.  The  pioneer  ot 
rice  growing  in  southwestern  Louisiana  was  W.  W. 
Duson,  and  he  was  the  authoritative  head  of  all  the  rice 
industry  in  the  southwest.  Mr.  Daugherty  obtained  a 
sack  of  rice  from  the  Bering  crop,  sent  it  to  Mr.  Duson, 
without  informing  him  where  the  rice  was  grown,  and  in 
return    received    a    very    favorable    statement    as    to    its 


:\Ir.  nu 


Mr 


[irep; 


had  hitherto  claimed 
coast  climate  was  not  suitable  to  rice 
this  letter  had  been  included  in  the  lit- 
by  Jlr.  Daugherty,  many  of  the  Louisi- 
ana nee  planters  were  induceil  to  come  to  Texas  and  ex- 
amine conditions,  as  a  result  of  which  in  a  short  time 
there  was  more  or  less  of  a  general  immigration  of 
those  interested  in  rioe  growing  to  this  section  of  the 
gulf  coast.  Mr.  Duson  and  his  brother  were  thus  forced 
to  come  to  Texas  and  open  an  office  and  join  in  boosting 
the  rice  industry  of  this  state.  In  the  summer  of  1901 
Mr.  Daugherty  began  the  construction  of  the  Brazos 
Canal  in  Fort  Bend  county,  an  enterprise  now  known  as 
the  Cane  Belt  Canal.  The  difficulties  encountered  by  the 
company  of  which  ^U■.  Diui^ln'rly  was  ].icsi.lciit  .'ind 
manager  are  too  lony  i(.  I.c  irrcnintcil  line.  Tic  it  sjid 
that  through  the  dislnviilty  ..I'  Ins  |.;iitn.-r.  Ilir  r,,ni|iaiiy 
was  eventually  put  to  li.-inl  str:iits.  :ind  invdlvr.l  in  ^a 
rious  lawsuits  and  other  troubles,  thus  crippling  the 
financial  power  of  the  company  and  preventing  a  suc- 
cessful culmination  of  the  project  along  the  lines  orig- 
inally planned.  Mr.  Daugherty  finally  got  out  from  the 
enterprise,  after  a  loss  nf  nlmnf  thirty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  has  ever  simr   I n    [-.lyiiig  off  the  company's 

debts  for  which  he  li;is  h,  I.I  liun^rlf  personally  responsi- 
ble, .nlf hough  tlic  machiuat  ions  of  his  partners  really 
priiiliir,><l  tiip  riisis  and  unfortunate  conditions  of  the 
coni]i:iny  's  atl'.'iiis. 

In  li»ii",  Mr.  Daugherty  interested  himself  in  bringing 
in  the  Humble  oil  fields.  !!.■  imln,,.!  Hoorge  H.  Her- 
mann to  sell  to  .Tames  B.  W.vJ  m  r.,:nii,iont  two  hundred 
acres  near  where  Banett  wav  Imiinu  inr  nil.  Weed  sub- 
divided this  trart  of  two  liumirr,!  a.  ,,.s  and  sold  it  to 
leadill^  oil  ]iio. liners,  each  of  whom  promised  to  bore 
for  ml.  'I'hi^  liioiight  about  a  general  immigration  to 
the  lirMs,  and  III  the  course  of  operation  D.  B.  Beatty 
of  Hiiiisti.ii  was  the  first  to  bring  in  a  gusher,  and  estab- 
lished an  oil  field  which  is  even  yet  one  of  the  largest 
in  Texas.  A  son  of  Mr.  Daugherty,  Bryan  Daugherty, 
sunk  a  hole  in  Liberty  county,  from  which  he  obtained 
a  small  supply  of  gas,  and  finally  through  lack  of  cap- 
ital surrendered  his  interest  in  the  property.  In  this 
same  hole  was  later  placed  the  drill  which  brought  in 
the  first  gusher  in  what  is  known  as  the  Batson  field. 

Among  the  more  iiMaail  riit.T|ii  isi^s  to  which  Mr, 
Daugherty  has  given  his  aiimildn  slninl.!  lie  mentioned 
the  laying  out  of  a  snlMliM-mn  m  I'.ins  at  the  Turning 
Basin  of  the  Houston  slii|.  ihannrl.  In  l!1l)9  hj  organ- 
ized with  two  others  the  Ponn  (!ify  Land  Company,  a 
company  that  acquired  two  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighteen  acres  of  land  along  the  ship  channel  and  laid 
out  the  site  of  Penn  City  as  a  site  for  an  industrial  city. 
This  property  was  subsequently  turned  over  to  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania,  Syndicate,  but  that  group  of  in- 
vestors were  unable  to  carry  out  their  obligations,  and 
in  going  into  bankruptcy  carried  the  Penn  City  deal 
along  with  them. 

Mr.  Daugherty  is  now  giving  his  energies  to  an  at- 
tempt to  reorganize  Penn  City,  and  he  has  very  sanguine 
hopes  of  its  becoming  a  great  industrial  center,  especially 
with  the  early  completion  of  the  ship  channel.  Only  a 
most  summary  review  has  been  taken  of  ilr.  Daugherty 's 
extensive  operations  in  the  land  business  in  Texas,  and 


a  great  many  of  the  deals  which  smaller  land  men  would 
esteem  notable  and  conspicuous  of  themselves  shrink  to 
insignificance  among  so  many  of  the  same  of  larger  na- 
tures carried  out  by  Mr.  Daugherty.  He  claims  that  he 
has  bought  and  sold  and  handled  more  Texas  lands  than 
any  man  who  ever  did  business  along  this  line,  and  a 
complete  i.roi.l  nf  Ins  transactions  would  prove  to  any 
unprejmliiad  imlunlual  that  his  claims  were  well  justi- 
fied. Ilr  Inis  pnibuljly  seen  more  of  Texas  than  any 
nthnr  iiHli\  i.liial  and  knows  more  of  its  resources.  While 
ai  tlir  saiiin  lime  up  to  the  present  he  has  less  to  show 
fni  Ins  indnlatigable  industry  than  many  who  have  con- 
fined their  operations  to  n  niiirh  inore  modest  scale. 
That  he  has  not  been  rewarded  nn  a  liheral  scale  for  his 
work  is  due,  according  tn  Ins  n|niiinii,  to  the  fact  that 
his  contest-has  been  wageil  witli  ilel.t  and  its  strong  ally, 
interest,  taken  in  connection  with  the  results  of  the 
drought  of  1885-86,  the  flood  of  1888,  and  the  panic  of 
1893.  In  the  settlement  of  his  many  obligations  he  has 
been  harrassed  much  to  suits  of  attachments  and  gar- 
nisliinc  iits.  His  earning  capacity  has  been  greatly  cur- 
tailed by  ilnan.  and  liy  the  further  fact  that  he  could  not 
take  titles  in  liis  own  name  to  the  properties  he  has  been 
buying  aud  selling.  At  times  he  has  not  had  money  to 
pay  railroad  fare  or  to  buy-  stamps  with  which  to  push 
his  business,  but  he  has  never  faltered  in  his  determina- 
tion to  pay  all  his  just  obligations,  and  no  one  who  has 
had  dealings  with  Mr.  Daughertv  i.r  is  familiar  with  his 
ivrnid  will  doubt  that  he  has  tlm  alnliiy.  provided  he 
liM's,   1.1   satisfy  every  claim.      Nut  wil  lisiaii. ling   the  fact 

Mint    tor   I e   than  twenty  years   I  lie   hanknipt   law  has 

lie.ai  in  fill,  e,  he  has  never  availed  himself  of  it  to  wipe 
.ml    I  hi'  ..III    iinlgments  and  has  paid  large  sums  in  their 

Win!.'  many  of  the  large  land  transactions  of  Mr. 
I  iaiitili.it  V  liave  been  in  the  nature  of  public  enter- 
pn-.s.  ashl.'  ii.im  these  he  has  had  a  large  and  beneficent 
pnit  III  piililn-  affairs.  He  had  been  located  in  Texas 
lint     I   -limt    while  when   he   became   interested  in  behalf 

nf  -.^u t   Ins  tii.'n.ls  in  the  city  politics  of  Dallas.     A 

liiil.'  lain  III'  parte  ipated  in  the  movement  originating 
in  iliat  ii!\  atin  liallas  had  voted  one  hundred  and 
twniii  \-(i\  !■  tliiiiivaihl  il.illars  to  secure  the  building  nf  the 
Dallas  an. I  Wi.liiia  K'ailroad.  Then  durin-  the  winter 
nf    |s7,-,  7i;    ram.'    up    the   subject    of   buildin-    a    railn.ad 

fn.iii    hallas  tn   (l.'I'iini,-.     The  people  of  .l.-liii-.m ntv 

w.'iv  iniirli   aroiisr.l   nv.'i'  Ihis   pvo|,'.'l,  an.!    w,  i-   |- Iv 


taking  the  lead  in  the  new  proposition.  They  had  spent 
the  donation  made  by  Dallas  in  building  about  twenty 
miles  of  track  from  Dallas,  and  thereafter  the  enter- 
prise had  practically  come  to  an  end  and  there  was  no 
prospect  of  its  completion.  Mr.  Daugherty  was  the  only 
responsible  party  representing  Dallas  at  the  meeting  in 
Cleburne,  ami  though  a  young  man  he  took  it  upon  him- 
self to  a.Mress  the  local  citizens  and  explain  the  failure 
.if  a  similar  .nterprise  promoted  and  engineered  by  the 
sainn  part  lis  who  were  nuiking  such  a  vigorous  appeal  to 
the  p.'npl..  lit  .lohnson  coiuity.  As  a  result  the  conven- 
tion* at  Cleburne  voted  to  delay  their  iinniediate  support 
to  the  undertaking  until  they  eoul.l  iiivestig.it(>  the  stand- 
ing of  the  railroad  promoteis,  in  Dallas.  This  checkmat- 
ing of  the  plans  of  Col.  Olienehain.  the  leader  of  the 
railroad  ]Uomoters,  resulted  a  day  or  so  later  in  a  per- 
sonal conflict  lietween  Mr.  Daugherty  and  the  colonel, 
in  which  the  latter  was  sorely  bested.  However,  the 
chief  purpose  was  attained  in  discounting  the  irresponsi- 
ble management  and  exploitation  of  local  citizens  in  sup- 
port of  a  badly  matured  enterprise  which  would  never 
have  brought  anything  but  disaster  to  all  the  supporters 
and  contributors  and  would  have  proved  a  serious  set- 
back to   railroad   construction   from   Dallas. 

i\Ir.  Daugherty  took  an  important  part  in  the  guber- 
natorial campaigns  in  which  J.   W.   Throckmorton  was 
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candidate,  and  owing  to  Mr.  Throckmorton 's  disregard 
of  a  general  petition  for  the  establishment  of  Eastland 
as  one  of  the  places  for  holding  the  Federal  court  in 
the  northern  judicial  district,  Mr.  Daugherty  tooli  it  upon 
himself  to  lead  the  opposition  to  that  candidate  when  he 
sought  the  nomination  for  governor.  Outside  of  pure 
politics,  Mr.  Daugherty  during  those  years  lent  his  ef- 
forts to  much  that  was  political  and  at  the  same  time 
closely  connected  with  the  economic  welfare  of  the  state. 
Barbed  wire  as  fencing  material  was  iirst  introduced 
into  Texas  in  1877.  By  1880  the  cattlemen  were  fencing 
in  large  areas  they  did"  not  own  or  legally  control.  This 
brought  about  the  era  of  wire-cutting,  and  resulted  in 
many  feuds  and  much  blood  being  spilled  among  the 
wirecutters  and  the  various  groups  "into  which  the  cattle 
interests  were  divided.  The  state  school  fund,  the  state 
university  and  the  different  counties  of  the  state  owned 
millions  of  acres  of  land  upon  which  the  cattlemen  were 
grazing  their  herds  and  paying  nothing  for  their  use. 
It  was  the  consideration  of  this  fact  that  led  Mr. 
Daugherty  to  issue  a  call  to  the  leading  land  men  of 
Texas  to  meet  in  Dallas  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
real  estate  association.  There  were  a  large  number  who 
responded  to  the  call  and  at  that  time  was  organ- 
ized in  Texas  the  first  state  real  estate  men 's  associa- 
tion, of  which  Mr.  Daugherty  became  president.  He 
submitted  a  resolution  which  was  adopted,  declaring  that 
it  was  the  sense  of  the  association  that  "all  laud  should 
be  made  to  pay  a  revenue  to  its  owner,  whether  the 
owner  was  an  individual,  corporation  or  a  fund."  He 
drafted  a  bill  and  had  it  published  in  the  Galveston 
News,  in  which  it  was  proposed  that  the  legislature 
should  enact  into  laws  and  in  substance  did  enact  into 
,  law  a  measure  prohibiting  the  fencing  of  land  which 
the  party  enclosing  it  did  not  own  or  control  under 
lease.  The  enactment  of  this  law  forced  the  cattlemen  to 
rent  millions  of  acres  of  land  that  prior  to  that  time 
they  had  grazed  for  nothing,  and  thereafter  they  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  Texas,  as  part  of  the  school  fund, 
from  a  quarter  to  half  a  million  dollars  each  year.  His 
activity  in  this  matter  brought  him  the  antagonism  of 
many  of  the  old  cattlemen,  but  most  of  them  have  since 
accepted  the  plain  justice  of  the  case,  and  are  now  his 
warm  admirers  for  the  work  he  did  in  this  instance. 

His  part  in  connection  with  another  semiofficial  or- 
ganization of  Dallas  should  be  noted.  It  had  been  his 
observation  that  many  business  men,  bankers  and  indus- 
tries prior  to  1882  had  sought  Dallas  as  a  location,  but 
after  investigating  conditions  had  gone  away  to  other 
places  for  lack  of  having  the  advantages  of  Dallas  prop- 
erly presented.  At  the  same  time  many  fakirs  and  pro- 
moters of  unsubstantial  institutions  had  come  to  the  city 
and  had  remained  long  enough  to  get  the  local  money 
without  any  adequate  return.  Thus  originated  with  him 
the  idea  of  the  city  having  such  a  public  organization  as 
might  look  after  its  general  welfare.  At  that  time  there 
was  no  city  in  the  United  States  with  such  a  standing 
committee.  Dallas  had  its  board  of  trade,  and  at  a 
meeting  of  that  board  early  in  1882  Mr.  Daugherty  of- 
fered a  resolution  for  the  creation  of  a  committee  of 
twenty  representative  business  men  to  be  known  as  ".The 
Committee  on  Public  Interests,"  whose  duty  it  was  to 
investigate  all  subjects  affecting  the  general  welfare 
and  to  encourage  those  that  were  meritorious  and  to  con- 
demn such  as  were  otherwise.  This  committee  was  con- 
stituted, and  the  results  of  its  splendid  work  are  still  to 
be  seen  in  the  permanent  commercial  prosperity  of  Dal- 
las. This  committee  encouraged  the  building  of  the 
Santa  Fe  Railroad  from  Dallas  to  Paris,  of  the  Missouri, 
Kansas  &  Texas  from  Dallas  to  Hillsboro,  brought  about 
the  construction  of  many  local  buildings  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  institutions  which  have  been  an  essential 
part  of  the  business  organisation  of  Dallas,  and  among 
other  things  brought  about  the  organization  of  the  Texas 
State  Fair  Association.  Other  cities  seeing  the  suc- 
cessful work  done  by  the  Dallas  eonmiittee,  adopted  the 


same  idea,  and  since  then  the  idea  has  spread  all  over 
the  United  States,  but  Dallas  has  credit  for  having  had 
the  first  committee,  and  Mr.  Daugherty  was  author  of  the 
original  idea.  He  was  chairman  of  the  committee  for 
six  years,  and  did  the  work  free  that  in  later  years  is 
performed  by  commercial  secretaries  at  large  salaries. 
•  Mr.  Daugherty  took  a  very  important  part  in  the  agi- 
tation over  the  creation  of  a  deep  water  port  at  Galves- 
ton. He  was  living  in  Dallas  at  the  time  and  Dallas 
citizens  as  a  whole  were  at  least  apathetic,  if  not  actively 
hostile  to  any  project  concerning  what  seemed  to  be  a 
more  intimate  benefit  of  the  coast  city.  Mr.  Daugherty 
was  one  of  the  broad-minded  and  far-sighted  men  who 
realized  that  the  establishment  of  a  deep  water  port  at 
Galveston  was  closely  concerned  with  the  entire  destiny 
of  Texas  in  its  commercial  relations.  During  the  various 
negotiations  and  the  various  phases  in  the  contest  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  Dallas  and  those  of  Galveston,  the 
Galveston  News  kept  a  correspondent  constantly  in  Dal- 
las. The  chief  Dallas  paper,  at  that  time  the  Old  Herald, 
was  aligned  with  the  forces  of  opposition  to  the  deep 
water  plan.  Mr.  Daugherty  during  the  long-drawn-out 
campaign  finally  prtsented  to  the  managers  and  proprie- 
tors of  the  Galveston  paper  the  advisability  of  establish- 
ing their  paper  at  Dallas,  which  possessed  superior  ad- 
vantages over  Galveston  for  printing  and  distributing  a 
large  paper.  After  a  business  conference  between  the 
Dallas  Committee  and  the  proprietors  of  the  Galveston 
News,  the  proposition  was  made  that  if  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  of  capital  stock  in  the  News  would  be 
subscribed  by  the  citizens  of  Dallas,  the  News  would  es- 
tablish a  branch  in  Dallas,  and  publish  as  good  a  paper 
in  Dallas  as  was  the  Galveston  News.  This  proposition 
was  accepted,  the  subscriptions  to  the  stock  were  ob- 
tained in  one  afternoon,  and  in  sixty  days  the  Dallas 
News  was  founded,  and  in  another  sixty  days  the  new 
paper  had  absorbed  the  old  Dallas  Herald.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  what  is  now  easily  the  greatest  newspaper 
in  the  southwest  and  one  of  the  premier  journals  of  the 
entire  nation. 

Perhaps  a  still  more  important  achievement  of  Mr. 
Daugherty  came  while  he  was  chairman  of  the  Dallas 
Committee  on  Public  Interests.  The  great  railroad  cor- 
porations were  then  just  taking  shape  throughout  the 
nation,  forecasting  the  tremendous  consolidation  and  con- 
centration which  have  been  brought  about  in  recent 
years.  These  railroads  through  the  west  and  southwest 
practically  controlled  the  destinies  of  the  state  through 
which  they  passed.  For  one  thing  they  were  diverting 
immigration  to  Kansas,  Colorado  and  California,  at  the 
expense  of  Texas,  which  at  that  time  enjoyed  few,  if 
any,  of  the  favors  since  granted  by  railroad  lines  and 
which  proved  so  important  a  factor  in  colonizing  and 
developing  the  state.  At  the  same  time  an  agitation 
arose  in  the  state  for  a  better  adjustment  and  equaliza- 
tion of  freight  rates  as  well  as  passenger  rates.  The 
result  of  this  was  a  convention  which  met  in  Dallas  at 
the  close  of  1887,  with  delegates  from  all  over  the  state, 
and  a  number  of  vital  questions  concerning  the  welfare 
of  Texas  and  its  business  interests  were  discussed,  most 
of  whiah  depended  upon  the  proper  solution  and  ad- 
justment of  transportation  rates  and  the  betterment  of 
facilities.  Out  of  that  convention  grew  the  immigration 
bureau  of  the  state  of  Texas,  of  which  Mr.  Daugherty 
was  chosen  chairman.  The  railroads  had  made  guarded 
promises  for  a  series  of  low  rates  to  go  into  effect  in  the 
following  year,  but  when  the  time  came  for  putting  such 
rates  into  "effect  no  satisfaction  could  be  obtained  by  the 
business  interests  or  the  Bureau  of  Immigration  from 
the  railroad  officials.  The  power  of  a  semi-public  organ- 
ization of  business  interests  and  citizens  in  securing  an 
adjustment  of  transportation  difficulties  having  proved 
itself  unequal  to  the  contest  with  the  railroads,  the  situ- 
ation passed  into  its  next  phase.  Both  in  the  haUs  of 
national  legislation  and  in  Texas  had  been  gradually 
growing  the  sentiment  for  public   control   of  the  great 
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transportation  facilities  of  the  country,  at  that  time  en- 
tirely confined  to  the  railroads.  Mr.  Daugherty  out  of 
his  long  experience  and  study  of  transportation  condi- 
tions in  Texas,  and  the  various  limitations  and  obstacles 
placed  upon  the  private  citizen  and  local  business  by  the 
railroad  companies,  had  become  a  firm  advocate  of  a  rail- 
road commission  which  might  regulate  and  adjust  freight 
and  passenger  rates  and  control  the  operations  of  rail- 
road lines  in  the  interests  of  all  the  people  rather  than 
for  the  special  privilege  of  a  few.  The  bad  faith  prac- 
ticed by  the  representatives  of  the  Texas  Eailways  on 
the  committee  of  which  Mr.  Daugherty  was  chairman,  as 
'  to  immigration  rates;  the  hobbled  conditions  in  which 
the  industrial  growth  of  Texas  was  held  by  the  unjust 
policies  of  her  railroad  management,  keyed  Mr.  Daugh- 
erty up  to  the  fighting  pitch.  He  had  worked  tor  years, 
spent  his  time  and  his  money  to  secure  railroads  to 
Texas,  because  he  believed  they  could  be  made  the  most 
potent  factors  in  creating  its  prosperity.  Instead  of  the 
railroads  being  managed  to  perform  their  true  func- 
tions, he  saw  their  control  in  the  hands  of  stock  and 
bond  gamblers  who  operated  them  as  stock  and  bond 
gambling  devices.  He  saw  no  way  to  remedy  the  evil, 
except  through  government  ownership  or  a  state  railroad 
commission.  To  review  all  his  active  connection  and 
participation  with  the  discussion  and  agitation  for  a 
railroad  commission  in  Texas  would  be  too  long  a  story. 
Despite  his  own  and  the  vigorous  advocacy  of  others  for 
such  a  commission,  the  legislature  refused  to  pass  a  joint 
resolution  authorizing  the  submission  to  the  voters  of 
Texas  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  authorizing  the 
creation  of  such  a  commission.  An  article  written  by 
Mr.  Daugherty  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  the 
railroad  commission  and  offered  to  the  Galveston  Xews 
for  publication  had  been  held  up  by  the  editor  until 
the  day  after  the  legislature  committed  itself  on  this 
resolution,  and  was  then  given  to  the  public.  Mr. 
Daugherty  was  congratulated  on  the  many  strong  and 
forceful  arguments  contained  in  that  article,  and  among 
others  convinced  James  S.  Hogg,  then  attorney  general, 
of  the  feasibility  and  necessity  of  such  a  state  body. 
Mr.  Hogg  soon  afterwards  became  active  candidate  for 
the  office  of  governor,  and  one  of  the  principal  planks 
in  his  platform  was  the  submission  of  a  constitutional 
amendment  authorizing  the  creation  of  a  state  railroad 
commission.  During  his  subsequent  campaign,  Mr.  Hogg 
used  largely  the  material  supplied  by  Mr.  Daugherty  in 
advocating  his  new  and  somewhat  radical  proposal  for 
the  railroad  regulating  body.  Mr.  Hogg  was  chosen 
governor  after  a  hot  campaign,  and  under  the  constitu- 
tional amendment  authorizing  the  creation  of  a  railroad 
commission,  he  caused  to  be  enacted  a  law  creating  the 
first  eflScient  commission  of  that  kind  possessed  by  any 
state  of  the  American  Union. 

Hardly  less  important  has  been  Mr.  Daugherty 's  con- 
nection with  other  movements.  Governor  Hogg  appointed 
him  to  represent  Texas  on  the  good  road  committee  of 
the  United  States,  a  position  he  held  for  several  years. 
During  that  time  he  issued  and  distributed  at  his  own 
expense  large  quantities  of  good  road  literature,  brought 
about  a  good  road  convention  at  Houston,  and  in  other 
ways  did  much  toward  developing  public  sentiment  in 
Texas,  which  has  latterly  borne  fruit  in  the  construction 
of  thousands  of  miles  of  good  macadamized  public  roads 
throughout  the  state.  Governor  Hogg  in  1893  appointed 
him  a  delegate  to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Commercial 
Congress,  and  among  the  many  distinguished  represent- 
atives of  the  various  state  delegations  was  William  Jen- 
nings Bryan.  Mr.  Daugherty  offered  in  this  congress  a 
resolution  asking  that  Congress  should  enact  a  law  to 
require  the  banks  of  the  nation  to  provide  an  ample 
fund  to  protect  their  depositors  against  loss.  So  far  as 
known  this  was  the  first  instance  in  which  such  a  meas- 
ure was  ever  publicly  advocated,  and  thus  he  has  a  good 
claim  to  authorship  of  the  idea  of  the  now  popular  plan 
of  guaranty  of  bank  deposits.     Mr.  Daugherty  was  also 


appointed  to  prepare  the  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  on  the  silver  question.  He  was  also 
chosen  one  of  the  orators  for  Silver  Day  at  the  World's 
Fair  in  Chicago.  The  address  prepared  by  Mr.  Daugh- 
erty to  the  people  of  the  United  States  on  the  silver  ques- 
tion at  the  request  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Commercial 
Congress  was  very  generally  published  by  the  silver  press 
of  the  nation  as  campaign  literature.  When  Richard  P. 
Bland,  leader  of  the  silver  forces  in  Congress,  made  his 
argument  in  behalf  of  silver  coinage  at  the  special  ses- 
sion of  Congress  in  1893  he  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  Congress,  which  was  granted,  that  said  address  of 
Mr.  Daugherty  might  be  printed  in  the  Congressional 
Eecord  as  a  part  of  Mr.  Bland's  argument  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  it  was  done. 

As  a  citizen  of  Houston  Mr.  Daugherty  has  interested 
himself  in  some  of  the  larger  projects  and  movements 
for  the  improvement  of  business  and  civic  conditions. 
He  gave  his  efforts  to  the  establishment  of  cotton  manu- 
facturing industries  in  southern  Texas,  particularly  at 
Houston,  and  has  been  a  strong  advocate  of  a  measure 
which  would  place  an  embargo  upon  the  exportation  of 
raw  cotton.  By  so  taxing  exports  of  this  staple  that  it 
would  be  unprofitable  to  ship  it  abroad  to  the  foreign 
mills,  Mr.  Daugherty  believes  that  local  industries  would 
be  stimulated  and  in  time  all  our  cotton  would  be  con- 
sumed in  local  manufacture,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the 
entire  nation. 

In  Harris  county  and  vicinity  Mr.  Daugherty  has  been 
a  vigorous  exponent  of  the  organization  of  local  drainage 
districts,  was  made  the  first  chairman  of  the  Harris 
county  Drainage  Association.  He  also  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  discussion  preceding  the  organization  of  the 
navigation  district,  a  district  tributary  to  the  Houston 
ship  channel,  and  it  was  due  to  his  suggestion  and  advo- 
cacy that  all  of  Harris  county  was  comprised  in  that  dis- 
trict rather  than  the  limited  section  of  territory  first 
proposed.  In  1910,  Mr.  Daugherty  proposed  resolutions 
for  the  inauguration  of  a  movement  to  secure  the  loca- 
tion on  the  Gulf  coast  of  Texas  of  a  United  States 
Naval  Station,  navy  yard,  dry-dock,  arsenal  and  ordnance 
factory,  and  through  his  influence  had  these  resolutions 
endorsed  at  the  meetings  of  the  Texas  industrial  con- 
gress and  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Commercial  Congress, 
both  congresses  having  met  in  Texas  during  that  year. 
Among  other  things  Mr.  Daugherty  has  interested  him- 
self in  extending  the  friendly  and  protective  interests 
and  relations  of  the  United  States  to  the  Latin  American 
Republic  on  the  south.  His  broad-minded  vision  covers  a 
great  range  of  the  possibilities  and  probabilities  of  the 
future  in  both  commercial  and  political  history.  At  the 
same  time  Mr.  Daugherty  is  extremely  loyal  now  as  al- 
ways to  his  home  state  of  Texas,  and  particularly  to  his 
home  city  of  Houston.  Concerning  the  advantages  and 
the  opportunities  which  an  alert  people  must  set  them- 
selves to  realize  in  and  about  this  city,  he  has  written  the 
following  sentences:  "Now  is  the  time  for  the  young, 
courageous,  industrious,  economical  and  temperate  of  all 
nations  to  cast  their  lot  with  Houston.  Here  will  dwell 
demand  for  muscle,  brawn,  inventive  genius,  mechanical 
skill,  financial  capacity,  executive  power  and  the  inherent 
excellencies  that  crown  success.  It  is  possible  for  such 
to  weave  themselves  and  their  families  into  the  impor- 
tant factors  that  will  constitute  the  successful  and 
mighty  whole.  Do  not  lament  that  you  did  not  live  in  the 
early  days  of  San  Francisco,  Chicago,  or  New  York. 
Opportunities,  unexcelled  by  either  of  these  in  their  most 
fortuitous  days,  now  invite  you  to  Houston.  The  great 
axis  of  commerce  of  the  western  hemisphere  will  ulti- 
mately take  its  true  position  on  a  northwest  and  south- 
east line.  When  the  multiplied  millions  of  North,  Cen- 
tral and  South  America,  educated  and  energized  through 
the  methods  of  progressive  civilization,  seek  to  exchange 
the  product  of  their  industry,  climate  and  soil,  the  short- 
est line  of  least  resistance  will  be  northwest  and  south- 
east.     In   addition  to   these,   the   meeting   of  the   great 
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railway  systems  and  steamship  interests,  in  the  Houston- 
Galveston  district,  have  established  it  as  the  place  for 
one  of  the  earth's  mighty  emporiums." 

On  December  19,  187S.  Jacamiah  Seaman  Daugherty 
married  Margaret  Cartmel  Bryan,  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Sarah  (Pettit)  Bryan  of  Lexington,  Kentucky. 
Daniel  Boone  married  one  of  the  Bryan  family,  and  sev- 
eral of  its  male  members  accompanied  the  great  path- 
finder and  pioneer  to  Kentucky,  participating  with  him 
in  the  Indian  wars  and  in  the  development  of  that  mag- 
nificent blue-grass  region,  and  many  of  their  descendants 
are  yet  located  around  Lexington.  Joseph  Bryan,  M.  D., 
the  oldest  brother  of  Mrs.  Daugherty,  is  a  distinguished 
physician  and  surgeon.  It  was  he  who,  while  in  Bellevue 
Hospital  in  New  York,  first  introduced  plaster  of  paris 
jackets  in  the  treatment  of  weak  spines  and  other  weak 
members  of  the  human  body.  The  five  children  born  to 
Mr.  Daugherty  and  wife  are:  Bryan  Daugherty,  a  resi- 
dent of  New  York  City;  Estelle,  wife  of  John  T. 
Judd  of  Houston;  Juliette,  wife  of  Fenwick  F.  Kendall 
of  Houston;  Erin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five; 
and  J.  S.,  Jr.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  The 
Daugherty  family  reside  in  Houston,  at  1202  Walker 
Avenue. 

At  the  nge  of  alninst  sixty-four  years,  with  clear  mind 
and  soiiii'l  1mhI\  himI  -li'tfimination,  brightened  with  hope, 
Jlr.  Danulii  itv  *i;ll  faics  his  work,  both  in  business  and 
in  the  ]>uMir  nifni'-ts.  He  proposes  to  devote  the  best 
thought  and  persistent  effort  of  the  remainder  of  his 
days  to  giving  concrete  being  to  these  ideals  which  he 
has  always  cherished,  and  which  will  give  new  meaning 
and  new  direction  to  the  industrial  growth  and  civiliza- 
tion of  the  great  country  of  which  Houston  and  Texas 
are  at  the  center.  In  the  past  he  has  been  closely  identi- 
fied and  always  taking  a  positive  side  in  many  important 
discussions  and  movements.  His  attitude  is  still  that  of 
a  man  of  strong  conviction  and  positive  belief.  Among 
other  things  in  the  modern  movements  he  believes  that 
the  woman  suffrage  plan  is  a  discordant  note,  and  that 
it  is  bachelorhood  to  which  woman  should  direct  her 
blows.  He  believes  that  man  should  be  strongly  imbued 
with  three  loves;  that  the  more  perfect  these  three  loves 
are  in  him,  the  better  man  is  he,  viz.:  the  love  of  the 
true  and  living  God;  the  love  of  country;  and  the  love 
of  and  for  one  good  woman,  the  crowning  honor  of  his 
home,  the  inspiration  of  all  that  is  good  and  true  in  hu- 
manity— the  qualities  that  make  for  the  higher  and  bet- 
ter life  here;  and  increase  our  capacity  to  better  per- 
ceive and  recognize  the  beckonings  of  God  to  the  pro- 
gressive plains  of  the  hereafter. 

George  G.  Shaw.  The  legal  profession  of  Kaufman 
county  has  in  George  G.  Shaw  one  of  its  ablest  represent- 
atives, and  the  county  and  city  find  in  him  one  of  the 
flower  of  their  citizenship.  His  record  for  more  than 
two  decades  has  been  one  of  the  highest  order,  and 
with  the  passing  years  he  has  gathered  to  himself  hon- 
ors not  a  few  and  the  proper  fruits  of  his  profession 
have  been  generously  accorded  to  him.  As  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Shaw,  Nash  &  Nash,  leading  insur- 
ance and  real  estate  people  of  Kaufman,  he  has  been 
identified  with  much  of  the  business  activities  of  the 
place,  while  his  legal  practice  has  been  one  of  far  reach- 
ing order.  His  official  record,  too.  is  one  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  city,  and  as  the  executive  head  of 
the  city  of  Kaufman]  he  directed  its  affairs  through 
one  of"  the  most  important  epochs  in  municipal  devel- 
opment. 

Born  on  the  29th  day  of  January,  1866,  in  Claiborne 
Parish,  Louisiana,  George  G.  Shaw  is  the  son  of  Alex- 
ander and  Sarah  Ann  (Kinard)  Shaw,  natives  of 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  respectively.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  of  modest  means  who  spent  his  later  life 
in  Louisiana.  He  was  born  in  Greene  county,  Georgia, 
of  rural  pepole,  and  was  there  reared  to  years  of 
comparative  maturity,  being  yet  under  legal  age  when 
he  went  to  Alabama,  there  joining  a  company  of  Con- 


federate troops  and  serving  through  the  Civil  war.  When 
the  long  conflict  was  at  an  end  he  left  Alabama,  where 
he  had  already  married  Sarah  Ann  Kinard,  and  going 
to  Louisiana,  he  settled  on  a  farm,  but  death  claimed 
him  in  April,  1866.  His  widow  survived  him  until  1902, 
when  she  died  in  Louisiana,  where  she  had  long  made 
her  home.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
briefly  mentioned  as  follows:  Mary,  who  married  J.  A. 
Abercrombie,  of  Louisville,  Texas;  Mattie  J.,  the  wife 
of  D.  L.  McKenzie,  of  Homer,  Louisiana;  Eobert  L.,  of 
Haynesville,  Louisiana;  Melissa,  the  wife  of  George 
Duncan  of  Kaufman  county,  Texas ;  Lou,  who  married 
John  Stratton  and  lives  near  Texarkana,  Arkansas;  ' 
Charles,  who  died  in  St.  Louis,  and  George  G.,  who  is 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  necessarily  brief  review. 
•  George  Shaw  passed  through  his  youth  on  the  farm 
his  father  settled  upon  in  the  hill  country  near  Claiborne 
and  there  his  widowed  mother  saw  to  "the  nurture  and 
rearing  of  her  young  brood.  A  country  school  education 
was  his,  and  when  he  came  to  Texas  in  1884  he  was  a 
youth  of  eighteen  years,  fitted  only  for  farm  labor.  He 
reached  Kaufman  on  November  11,  when  the  election  of 
Grover  Cleveland  to  the  presidency  was  being  celebrated, 
and  with  his  brother  Charles,  who  had  accompanied  him, 
engaged  in  farming  in  the  south  end  of  the  county. 
Despite  Mr.  Shaw's  lack  of  training,  he  possessed  suf- 
ficient courage  to  undertake  the  teaching  of  a  country 
school  in  Henderson,  Texas,  and  he  succeeded  so  well 
on  the  first  venture  that  he  was  induced  to  perform 
the  same  duties  the  next  season.  It  was  about  that 
tiijie  that  Mr.  Shaw  determined  to  make  something  of 
his  life  other  than  to  devote  it  to  the  farming  industry, 
for  which  he  had  no  strong  penchant,  and  he  chose 
the  law  as  a  fitting  career  for  one  of  his  endowments 
and  inclinations.  He  lost  no  time  in  beginning  a  sys- 
tematic course  of  study  under  the  direction  of  Woods 
&  Gossett,  local  attorneys,  and  he  also  took  a  course 
of  lectures  under  Capt.  Manion,  Judge  Green  J.  Clark 
and  Judge  Dillard,  all  of  them  being  men  who  stood 
high  in  the  legal  profession  in  the  state.  In  1891  he 
was  admitted  to  practice  before  Judge  Anson  Eainey, 
and  he  inaugurated  his  career  with  a  civic  suit  in  a 
justice  court,  to  reach  which  he  was  forced  to  swim  a 
swollen  stream.  He  represented  Schoolcraft  &  Company, 
suing  one  Jones  for  debt,  and  he  won  his  suit,  losing 
no  time  in  collecting  the  judgment  awarded.  Mr.  Shaw 
has  a  general  practice,  rather  than  along  any  specific 
lines.  In  1908  he  was  licensed  to  practice  in  the  su- 
preme court  of  Texas,  and  while  at  the  inauguration  cere- 
monies of  President  Wilson  in  Washington  in  1913  he 
went  before  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  and  se- 
cured license  to  practice  before  the  Federal  Courts. 
His  law  library  is  a  splendid  one,  representing  a  judi- 
cious selection"  of  authorities  and  reference  works  and 
is  the  most  extensive  in  the  city. 

In  1896  Mr.  Shaw  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Mayor 
of  Kaufman,  and  he  served  without  a  break  in  that 
office  for  twelve  years.  When  he  took  up  the  duties  of 
his  new  office,  public  spirit  was  at  a  decidedly  low  ebb 
in  the  citv,  and  a  movement  was  sadly  needed  to  stir 
up  the  sleeping  civic  pride  which  the  people  later  proved 
themselves  to  possess.  Needless  to  say,  the  election  of 
Mr.  Shaw  was  the  impetus  needed  to  arouse  the  slum- 
bering city  and  bring  it  to  a  realization  of  its  comli- 
tion.  The  first  reform  was  that  of  the  city  water 
supply.  The  question  of  a  new  water  plant  was  launched, 
and  agitation  followed  sufficient  to  bring  the  matter 
to  a  vote,  with  the  result  that  Kaufman  today  has  a 
pure  water  system  unsurpassed  in  Texas,  with  a  chem- 
ical test  of  better  than  ninety-nine  per  cent  pure,  and 
with  an  adequate  service  for  doniestic  supply  and  fire 
protection.  Mr.  Shaw  retired  from  the  office  for  the 
first  time  in  1908.  but  was  returned  to  the  office  after 
an  interval  of  two  years,  and  he  left  the  public  service 
in   the  spring  of   1912   with  a  completed  water  service 
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and  r.  splendid  new  high  school  accredited  to  his  ad- 
ministration. 

Some  twenty  years  ago  he  associated  himself  with 
Wool  Xash  in  the  insurance  and  real  estate  business  un- 
der the  firm  style  of  Shaw  &  Nash.  Five  years  later 
Temjile  Nash  was  introduced  into  the  firm,  and  the 
present  firm  of  Shaw,  Nash  &  Nash  dates  from  that  time. 
Thairs  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  alert  firms  of 
its  kind  in  the  city,  and  they  control  a  generous  pro- 
portion of  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  of 
the  city. 

In  politics  Mr.  Shaw  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  but  his 
connection  with  political  campaigns  has  been  rather  of 
a  local  nature.  He  acquired  some  slight  acquaintance 
with  conventions  and  convention  men  as  a  delegate  to 
state  conventions  and  in  1912  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Kaufman  County  Central  Committee,  aiding  Governor 
Colquitt  with  whatever  influence  he  had  at  his  com- 
mand in  his  re-election. 

Mr.  Shaw  is  a  Master  Mason,  and  is  affiliated  with  all 
the  Masonic  bodies  in  the  York  and  Scottish  Eites.  He 
was  Grand  Marshal  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone 
of  the  Widows  and  Orphans  Masonic  Home  in  Fort 
Worth  in  1900.  A  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
he  was  Outer  Guard  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas  in 
1912,  and  is  Inner  Guard  for  the  year  of  1913. 

On  January  26,  1895,  Mr.  Shaw  was  married  in  Indi- 
anapolis, Indiana,  to  Miss  Ethel  L.  Ellis,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  Ellis,  of  that  city.  Mrs.  Shaw  passed  away 
on  February  23,  1902.  Mr.  Shaw  has  been  identified 
with  the  Christian  church  as  a  member  since  1882,  and 
he  has  been  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  church  for  many 
years. 

William  Temple  N.\sh.  Prominent  among  the  men 
of  Kaufman  county,  Texas,  whose  activities  along  vari- 
ous lines  of  endeavor  are  contributing  materially  to 
the  progress  of  this  section  of  the  Lone  Star  State  is 
WUliam  Temjile  Nash,  of  Kaufman,  who  is  ably  main- 
taining the  family  reputation  for  financial  ability  and 
business  prowess  that  has  ever  characterized  its  mem- 
bers. He  is  a  son  of  the  late  financier,  Herbert  Temple 
Nash,  of  Kaufman,  who  proved  himself  one  of  the  able 
and  successful  men  of  affairs  of  his  state. 

William  Nash,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  William 
Temple  Nash,  came  to  Texas  from  near  Franklin,  Ten- 
nessee, before  the  outbreak  of  the  war  for  independence, 
and  settled  at  San  Augustine.  His  brother,  John  D. 
Nash,  or  "Jack,"  as  he  was  familiarly  known,  who 
had  accompanied  him,  placed  his  signature  to  the  Texas 
declaration  of  independence  and  removed,  finally,  to 
Bastrop  county,  while  William  came  to  Kaufman  county 
in  1851  and  was  here  poisoned  by  two  ex-slaves  close  up- 
on the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  a  prosperous  planter  and 
owned  much  slave  property,  and  was  still  in  the  prime 
of  life  when  he  passed  away.  William  Nash  married 
Miss  Louisa  Temple,  a  family  of  prominence  and  local 
renown  about  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  she  survived 
her  husband  many  years,  passing  away  at  Kaufman  dur- 
ing the  'eighties.  Among  their  children  were  the  fol- 
lowing: Dempsey,  who  died  a  single  man  at  San 
Augustine,  Texas;  Llewellyn  T.,  who  died  in  Kaufman 
county,  leaving  a  family;  Charles  Cornelius,  vrho  served 
Kaufman  county  as  its  treasurer  and  spent  his  life 
as  a  merchant  and  stockman ;  Lucy,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Augustus  Gardner  and  passed  her  life  in  Kauf- 
man county;  Napoleon  B.,  who  left  a  family  here  at 
his  death  r  Herbert  T.;  Mrs.  Dr.  Pyle,  and  Dora,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Henry  Boykin.  The  Nashes  were 
ever  a  pastoral  and  agrarian  people  and  were  conspicu- 
ous as  stockmen  and  farmers  from  the  time  of  their 
advent  in  Texas. 

Herbert  Temple  Nash  was  born  at  San  Augustine, 
Texas,  March  9,  1841,  the  youngest  of  his  father's  chil- 
dren. He  was  approaching  closely  upon  his  majority 
when  the  Civil  War  made  soldiers  out  of  all  red-blooded 
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men  of  sound  body,  and  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
Confederacy,  in  General  Eoss'  Brigade,  as  a  member  of 
Captain  Hardin's  company,  of  the  Sixth  Texas  Cavalry, 
Colonel  Stone,  and  was  in  the  Confederate  service  from 
early  in  1861  until  the  end  of  the  war.  He  took  part 
in  the  engagement  with  the  Indians  of  the  Territory  at 
Chnstenola,  was  in  the  engagement  at  Elkhorn  Tavern, 
Arkansas,  and  his  command  was  dismounted  at  Desark 
and  sent,  with  other  troops  of  Price's  army,  by  boat  to 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  to  aid  the  Confederates  operating 
against  the  forces  of  General  Grant.  He  subsequently 
was  in  the  battles  of  Corinth,  luka,  Farmiugton,  the 
Holly  Springs  raid,  Thompson's  Station,  the  service  in- 
cident to  General  Johnston's  efforts  to  relieve  Vicks- 
burg,  fought  Sherman 's  army  across  Mississippi  to 
Meridian,  then  into  the  Atlanta  campaign,  where  for 
100  days  there  was  continuous  fighting  and  skirmishing, 
and  was  with  his  regiment  as  a  part  of  General  Hood  's 
army  which  went  back  into  Tennessee  after  the  fall  of 
Atlanta  and  fought  at  Franklin,  Second  Murfreesboro 
and  back  into  Mississippi,  where  the  command  sur- 
rendered to  General  Canby 's  department  in  April,  1865. 
With  the  fighting  organization  of  the  Waco  general, 
Mr.  Nash  took  part  in  as  many  as  100  different  en- 
gagements and  was  admired  by  his  comrades  and 
respected  by  his  officers  as  a  brave  and  gallant  soldier. 

When  resistance  was  made  useless  at  Appomattox,  Mr. 
Nash  resumed  his  place  as  a  citizen  of  the  Eepublic  of 
the  United  States,  where  he  had  grown  up.  Following 
the  local  troubles  of  the  negroes  soon  after  the  war,  he 
was  pursued  with  others  by  the  authorities  for  a  year 
or  two  under  suspicion  of  being  implicated  in  the 
slaughter  of  some  of  the  freedmen,  but  was  released  upon 
a  hearing  and  went  about  the  serious  affairs  of  life  in 
a  manner  which  promised  success.  Mr.  Nash  manifested 
a  penchant  for  land.  He  was  such  a  believer  in  the 
future  of  Texas  land  that  he  set  about  acquiring  valu- 
able tracts  in  various  counties  until  his  possessions  em- 
braced thousands  of  acres.  While  he  assailed  Nature 
and  made  the  wild  grasses  yield  their  place  to  cotton,  he 
liked  the  native  turf  and  seemed  to  regret  its  passing 
when  settlement  demanded  the  opening  of  new  farms. 
He  reached  a  position  of  financial  independence  within 
a  decade  after  the  war  that  enabled  him  to  abandon 
active  farming  and  devote  himself  to  business  affairs  in 
Kaufman. 

Although  for  some  time  embarrassed  by  the  lack  of 
a  liberal  early  education,  he  overcame  this  by  experience 
in  the  affairs  of  the  world  which  taught  him  the  funda- 
mentals of  business.  In  1881  he  established  a  private 
bank  in  Kaufman,  and  conducted  it  with  marked  suc- 
cess, and  in  1888,  associated  with  some  of  the  leading 
men  of  his  town,  chartered  the  First  National  Bank, 
with  a  capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  was  made 
president  of  the  institution.  He  remained  in  that  office 
untU  his  death,  March  26,  1912.  During  the  life  of  its 
charter — a  period  of  twenty  years — the  management 
doubled  the  capital  of  the  bank,  paid  annual  dividends 
of  ten  per  cent  for  nineteen  years,  and  a  dividend  of 
thirty-one  per  cent  the  last  year,  besides  a  surplus  of 
twenty-five  per  cent  on  its  capital  and  surplus,  amount- 
ing to  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  In  February,  1910, 
the  bank  was  reorganized  with  a  one  hundred  thousand- 
dollar  capital  and  a  twenty-five  thousand-dollar  surplus, 
and  has  continued  its  record-making  dividend  career. 

Mr.  Nash  so  displayed  his  ability  as  a  financier  that 
his  services  were  called  for  by  p'lblic  institutions  need- 
ing a  strong  and  able  guiding  hand.  When  the  old 
Texas  Trunk  railway  became  embarrassed  and  went 
into  the  hands  of  the  court,  he  was  appointed  receiver 
of  the  road  and  rehabilitated  its  affairs,  and  when  Gov- 
ernor Eoss  made  up  his  board  of  managers  for  the 
North  Texas  Insane  Asylum  he  chose  Mr.  Nash  one  of 
its  members  and  he  gave  that  institution  four  years 
of  wise  administration  in  harmony  with  his  colleagues 
on  that  body.     His  activity  in  politics  carried  him  into 
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convention  work  of  the  state  and  made  him  well  known 
for  his  Democ-ratic  adlierenoe.  Mr.  Nash  was  a  large 
holder  of  the  original  stock  of  the  Kaufman  Oil  Mill, 
erected  the  first  residence  in  the  county  to  cost  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  and  in  the  construction  of  the  home 
of  the  First  National  Bank  built  the  first  brick  business 
house  in  the  county  to  cost  thirty-four  thousand  dollars. 
After  his  children  were  all  grown  and  some  of  his  grand- 
children had  passed  through  the  Kaufman  schools,  he 
urged  the  raising  of  the  school  tax  materially  to  aid 
the  schools  to  do  more  efficient  work,  demonstrating  his 
willingness  that  the  public  school  should  enjoy  any  bene- 
fits which  his  capital  could  reasonably  provide.  He 
exemplified  his  fraternal  side  as  a  Knights  Templar 
Mason  and  as  a  Knight  of  Pythias.  For  thirty  years 
he  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  He 
was  of  fine  physique,  standing  six  feet  one  inch  in 
height,  and  weighing  265  pounds. 

On  January  5,  1870,  Herbert  Temple  Nash  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Louisa  Jane  Shannon,  a  member  of  a 
pioneer  family  of  San  Augustine,  Texas,  and  to  this 
union  there  have  been  born  the  following  children: 
Allie,  the  wife  of  Congressman  James  Young,  was  edu- 
cated in  Nash  College,  Sherman,  and  in  Hollins  In- 
stitute, Virginia,  married  Mr.  Young  in  1892,  and  is 
the  mother  of  Herbert  E.,  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Texas,  class  of  191.3,  when  under 
nineteen  years  of  age,  Imogene  and  James;  'William 
Temple,  of  this  notice;   and  Jack  A. 

Jack  A.  Nash  was  born  in  1878,  attending  Bingham 
Military  Institute,  North  Carolina,  after  the  public 
schools,  and  then  took  a  course  in  Bethel  College,  Eus- 
sellville,  Kentucky.  He  began  life  with  the  affairs  of 
his  father  as  assistant  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank 
at  Kaufman,  subsequently  built  the  old  mill  at  Athens, 
Texas,  and  has  since  been  associated  with  his  brother 
in  the  conduct  of  their  vast  agricultural  interests,  in  the 
development  of  farms  and  in  the  multitudinous  matters 
in  the  management  of  possessions  equal  to  a  baronial 
estate.  He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Kaufman.  Mr.  Nash  was  married  at  Athens, 
Texas,  to  Miss  May  Eichardson,  a  daughter  of  Ed  Eich- 
ardson.  a  lawyer  of  Henderson  county,  and  they  have 
been  the  parents  of  three  children:  Jack,  Jr.,  Janie 
Catherine  and  Franklin. 

William  Temple  Nash  was  born  while  the  family  were 
still  farmers,  June  22,  1873.  The  public  schools  of  Kauf- 
man educated  him  liberally  as  he  grew  to  manhood, 
and  he  subsequently  attended  the  Bingham  Military  In- 
stitute. North  Carolina,  the  University  of  Texas,  and 
the  Poughkeepsie  Business  College,  New  York.  When 
he  left  school,  he  spent  a  few  years  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  then  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
aiding  actively  in  the  overseeing  of  the  development  work 
going  on  upon  the  family  estate.  Four-room  bungalows 
with  fourteen  feet-square  rooms  on  every  150  acres,  with 
good  barns,  mark  the  character  of  their  improvements, 
and  their  clearing  of  the  "green  briar"  lands  of  the 
Elm  Flats  of  Kaufman  county  marks  an  epoch  in  farm- 
making  in  that  region.  They  have  under  cultivation  m 
Kaufman  county  twelve  hundred  acres  and  seven  hundred 
acres  in  Navarro  county.  The  brothers  carry  on  the 
larsest  mule  business  in  the  county,  at  Kaufman,  and 
William  T.  is  a  director  of  the  Kaufman  Compress  Com- 
pany and  one  of  its  promoters,  as  well  as  a  director  in 
the  First  National  Bank.  During  the  eight  years  Mr. 
Nash  was  a  member  of  the  Kaufman  City  Council  nu- 
merous improvements  were  made  in  the  city,  these  in- 
cluding the  installation  of  the  city  water  works  and  the 
filtration  system.  The  father  and  brothers  have  ever 
been  firm  believers  in  the  church  as  a  great  factor  in 
civilization  and  have  contributed  liberally  to  all  de- 
nominations and  creeds. 

On  December  8,  1898,  William  Temple  Nash  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Bettie  B.  Erwin,  a  daugh- 
ter  of  Henry   and   Nancy    (Spikes)    Erwin.     Two   chil- 


dren   have    been    born    to 
Jane  and  Belle  Temple. 


lion,    namely:     Nancy 


Te.mple  S.  Pyle,  president  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Kaufman,  is  a  son  of  Dr.  William  H.  Pyle,  who  es- 
tablished the  family  in  Texas  a  few  years  before  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  and  who  thereafter  became 
conspicuously  identified  with  the  professional,  business 
and  political  affairs  of  Kaufman  county.  For  a  brief 
period  after  his  advent  into  the  state  Dr.  Pyle  main- 
tained his  residence  in  Eush  county,  but  he  came  to  the 
vicinity  of  Kaufman  in  its  infancy  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  in  its  midst.  Dr.  Pyle  was  easily 
one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  time  in  Kaufman  county, 
and  in  a  work  of  the  character  of  which  this  publication 
partakes,  omission  of  a  fairly  complete  account  of  his 
life  and  work  would  render  the  publication  most  in- 
complete. 

William  H.  Pyle  was  born  at  Eichmond,  Ohio,  June  9, 
1833,  and  died  February  9,  1891.  He  was  a  son  of  Dr. 
Eli  M.  Pyle  and  his  wife,  Mary  McMurray  (Shields) 
Pyle.  The  mother  was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza- 
beth Shields,  of  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  and  she  was 
born  January  7,  1807,  her  death  occurring  at  Eichmond, 
Ohio,  on  August  1,  1895.  They  became  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  William  Hamilton,  father  of 
the  subject;  Eoxana;  Elizabeth;  Mary;  Margaretta; 
Thomas  H. ;  Samuel  M. ;  Sheridan  B. ;  Annie  E. ;  Pau- 
lina, and  Emma  M. 

Dr.  Eli  M.  Pyle  moved  to  Ohio  and  in  1831  located 
in  Eichmond,  and  there,  save  for  a  year  spent  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  he  lived  out  his  remaining  years. 
He  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Secretary  Stanton,  Mr. 
Lincoln  "s  War  Secretary,  and  at  the  age  of  sixty  years 
he  tendered  his  service  as  a  volunteer  surgeon  of  the 
Union  Army.  Mr.  Stanton  acknowledged  this  patriotic 
offer  in  a  letter  stating  that  his  age  would  probably 
preclude  him  from  the  opportunity  of  serving  in  the  field, 
but  that  as  soon  as  he  found  an  opening  in  a  local  ca- 
pacity he  would  be  pleased  to  reeogni7e  the  offer  of  his 
old  friend.  He  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Union 
cause,  and  lent  his  moral  support  to  the  overthrow  of 
the  Confederacy,  for  whose  support  his  son,  William  H., 
was  ardently  striving.  Another  son,  Thomas  H.,  served 
in  the  Eightieth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  while  his 
oldest  son  was  Brigadier  Surgeon  of  General  Carter's 
Cavalry. 

Dr.  William  H.  Pyle  was  graduated  from  Eichmond 
College  in  1850  and  "in  1851  was  graduated  from  Wash- 
ington College,  in  Washington,  Pennsylvania.  He  com- 
pleted his  medical  studies  in  the  old  Miami  Medical 
College  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  came  west  with  a 
mental  training  and  endowment  that  augured  well  for 
his  future  success.  At  the  inception  of  the  Civil  War, 
though  of  Northern  birth  and  education,  he  espoused  the 
cause  of  his  adopted  country,  and  in  1S62  joined  a  Texas 
regiment,  being  commissioned  surgeon  of  his  command. 
His  regiment  formed  a  part  of  General  Walker's  Di- 
vision of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  and  he  took 
part  in  the  prominent  field  operations  around  Mansfield, 
Pleasant  Hill,  Yellow  Bayou,  Jenkins'  Ferry  and  others, 
where  he  ministered  to  the  sick  and  wounded  so  long 
as  hostilities  continued.  With  the  fall  of  the  Confed- 
eracy he  dropped  back  into  civil  life,  accepting  there 
his  "fhare  of  responsibility  in  local  affairs. 

In  the  year  1869  Dr.  Pyle  was  elected  to  the  senate 
of  Texas,  representing  the  counties  Kaufman,  Ellis  and 
Navarro,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  never-to-be- 
forgotten  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  legislatures,  which 
have  their  prominent  place  in  history,  though  few  live 
today  who  actually  participated  in  them.  Included  in 
his  committee  work  of  the  senate.  Dr.  Pyle  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  Contingent  Expense  and  re- 
ported out  the  bills  carrying  a  recommendation  for 
appropriations  for  the  senate  contingent  fund.  He  allied 
himself  with  the  influences  at  work  for  the  development 
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of  the  state  by  railroad  aud  other  corporation  interests, 
and  the  legislation  of  those  years  helped  to  prepare 
the  political  soil  for  the  germination  and  growth  of 
interests  which  are  today  being  strenuously  opposed  as 
monopolies,  and  as  inimical  to  the  healthy  condition  of 
commomvealth  affairs.  Thus  is  apparent  the  change  in 
sentiment  wrought  by  a  few  decades  in  these  first  days 
of  fast  developing  enterprises. 

Dr.  Pyle  was  a  personality  of  rare  mould  in  his  com- 
munity. He  was  large  of  mind  as  he  was  of  fame,  and 
he  loomed  high  above  the  average  citizen  of  his  period 
in  every  phase  of  life.  He  possessed  a  generous  fund 
of  information  upon  all  live  topics,  was  a  Ijrilliaut  aud 
ready  conversationalist,  and  ever  an  entci  taiiiiii;^  s|M';ik('i. 
In  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  licinii.^  :iiiil  .Hi^l  witli 
the  Baptist  church,  though  he  was  iwmi  :i  111:111  in  iiiakr 
much  of  a  profession  with  regard  tu  uiailcrs  jHrtaiu- 
ing  to  the  church.  In  the  later  yeais  of  his  life  Dr. 
Pyle  was  engaged  with  his  sons  in  the  drug  business  in 
Kaufman,  and  he  was  for  some  years  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Kaufman  of  which  his 
son,  the  subject  of  this  review,  is  president. 

On  January  26,  1S60,  Dr.  Pyle  was  married  to  Miss 
ilary  Xash,  a  daughter  of  William  Nash,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Texas  and  one  whose  family  is  now  one  of 
the  most  numerous  and  prominent  of  Kaufman  county. 
Mrs.  Pyle  survives  her  husband,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
one,  and  is  the  mother  of  six  children,  briefly  mentioned 
as  follows:  Laura,  who  died  unmarried;  Sallie,  who 
died  here  as  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Haddock;  Temple  S., 
of  this  review;  Charles  B.,  of  Kaufman;  Fannie,  the 
wife  of  W.  A.  Boggs,  of  Okema,  Oklahoma;  and  Anna 
Pauline,  the  wife  of  Dr.  H.  W.  Hoffer,  of  Kaufman, 
Texas. 

Temple  S.  Pyle  was  born  in  Kaufman,  on  February 
27,  1866.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
place  and  began  life  as  an  associate  of  his  brother  in 
the  drug  business.  After  some  twenty  years  of  success- 
ful activity  in  that  enterprise  they  sold  the  business 
and  Temple  Pyle  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing, carrying  on  a  gradual  development  work  that 
tended  toward  perfection  in  improvement  and  cultiva- 
tion, and  introducing  into  their  community  registered 
Jersey  cattle  and  handling  it  to  the  highest  advantage 
of   the   dairy   interests   of   the   county. 

For  many  years  prior  to  his  official  connection  in  his 
present  capacity,  Mr.  Pyle  was  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Kaufman, 
and  his  worthy  achievements  in  business  commended  him 
favorably  to  the  directorate  of  the  bank  as  one  in  every 
way  fitting  and  appropriate  to  fill  the  post  of  presi- 
dent, when  a  vacancy  occurred  in  that  office.  He  was 
elected  president  of  the  bank  in  May,  1912,  as  the  suc- 
cessor of  H.  T.  Nash,  deceased,  and  his  record  thus  far 
is  one   of   the   highest   order. 

Save  as  a  consistent  voter  of  the  Democratic  ticket, 
Mr.  Pyle  has  no  political  record,  for  he  has  devoted 
himself  rather  to  business  than  to  polities  of  the  county, 
and  his  accomplishments  have  been  as  heavily  fraught 
with  good  to  the  community  in  the  field  he  has  occu- 
pied as  they  could  have  been  in  any  other  quarter. 

In  March,  1888,  Mr.  Pyle  married  Miss  Lee  Echols, 
a  daughter  of  J.  D.  Echols,  a  farmer  who  came  to 
Texas  from  Tennessee  after  the  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pyle  have  three  children :  Mary,  the  wife  of  E.  H. 
Carlisle,  of  Kaufman ;   Adeline   and  Biehard. 

Mr.  Pyle  has  a  membership  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
but  has  no  other  fraternal  affiliations. 

Judge  Ephrai^i  C.  Heath.  Probably  no  other  family 
has  more  distinctive  associations  with  the  earlv  history 
of  what  is  now  Rockwall  county  than  the  Heaths.  A 
prominent  representative  of  the  name  is  Judge  Ephraim 
C.  Heath,  who  was  born  in  what  is  now  Eockwall  county, 
was  at  one  time  county  judge,  made  a  record  in  the 
state   legislature,   and   was   one   of   the   pioneers   iu    the 


temperance  movement  in  Texas,  aud  has  done  as  much 
as  any  other  leader  in  furthering  the  cause  since  it 
received  its  first  practical  expression  through  the  p,-^..ple 
nearly  forty  years  ago.  Judge  Heath  was  also  one  of 
the  organizers  of  Eockwall  county.  Although  a  very 
young  man  at  the  time,  he  circulated  a  petition  during 
the  winter  of  1872-73  for  the  creation  of  the  new  county 
The  organization  took  place  in  1873,  and  he  was  one  of 
the  board  of  registrars  of  voters. 

Judge  Kpliiaiiii  ( '.  Heath  was  born  November  4,  1850, 
at  what  IS  iiMU  tlir  tuttu  of  Heath  in  the  southern  part 
of  KockHiill  ruiinty,  tlien  a  portion  of  Kaufman  county. 
His  parents  were  John  O.  and  Martha  Ann  (Jones) 
M.aili,  both  now  deceased.  The  Heath  family  was  es- 
t.-il'li-licd  in  New  England  in  the  early  colonial  days, 
iiihI  iiiiiung  the  earlier  members  who  gained  distinction 
uas  General  William  Heath,  who  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  died  in  that  state  in  1814  and  who  served 
with  gallantry  as  an  officer  in  the  Continental  army  dur- 
uig  the  American  Eevolution.  The  Heaths  are  a  family 
of  pioneers,  and  almost  every  generation  has  seen  its 
removal  into  new  territories  of  settlement,  or  its  mem- 
bers have  taken  part  as  advance  couriers  in  social  and 
civic  movements  identified  with  the  welfare  of  humanity. 
In  the  earlier  days  their  strong  and  courageous  men 
helped  to  conquer  the  wilderness  and  blazed  the  way 
for  the  coming  generations.  Ephraim  Heath,  the  grand- 
father of  Judge  Heath,  was  born  in  Prince  George 
county,  Virginia,  March  13,  1790.  In  1816  he  crossed 
the  mountains  and  found  a  home  in  Kentucky,  locat- 
ing m  Simpson  county.  From  there  he  moved  to  Calla- 
way county  in  the  latter  part  of  1818.  About  that 
time  he  went  back  to  his  old  home  in  Virginia,  a  dis- 
tance of  sis  hundred  miles,  accompanied  by  his  young 
wife,  who  carried  her  baby,  John  O.  Heath,  in  her  arms. 
The  entire  distance  was  accomplished  on  horseback. 
When  the  family  located  in  Callaway  county,  Kentucky] 
twelve  families,  including  the  Heaths,  comprised  the  en- 
tire citizenship  of  that  vicinity. 

John  O.  Heath,  father  of  Judge  Heath,  who  was  born 
in  Simpson,  Kentucky.  January  30,  1818,  in  his  turn 
became  a  pioneer  in  Texas.  He  made  the  journey  in 
a  wagon,  with  his  wife  and  one  child,  a  daughter,  in 
1846,  and  instead  of  locating  in  the  older  portions  of 
the  state,  established  his  home  near  the  present  town  of 
Heath,  which  was  named  in  his  honor,  on  the  east  fork 
of  the  Trinity  river  in  what  is  now  Eockwall  county. 
The  country  was  then  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Nacogdoches 
county,  afterwards  Henderson  and  then  Kaufman  and 
now  Eockwall  county.  It  was  all  a  wilderness,  and 
was  practically  on  the  border  of  the  frontier  line  of 
civilization  in  northern  Texas.  About  half  a  dozen  other 
families  settled  in  the  same  vicinity  in  the  same  year. 
John  0.  Heath's  settlement  and  the  survey  of  his  land 
preceded  all  others.  The  first  postoffice  ever  established 
in  what  is  now  Eockwall  county  was  kept  in  his  cabin 
home.  He  was  the  first  postmaster,  receiving  his  com- 
mission to  that  office  in  1849.  At  that  time  the  postoffice 
was  known  as  Black  Hill,  and  it  retained  that  name 
until  the  office  was  transferred  to  Eockwall  in  1855. 
During  the  administration  of  Gov.  J.  Pinckney  Hen- 
derson, 1846-47,  John  0.  Heath  was  commissioned  by 
the  governor  as  captain  of  militia  for  Henderson  and 
Kaufman  counties.  Beginning  in  1862  John  O.  Heath 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war  as  first  lieutenant  of 
Company  K.  B.  Warren  Stone's  Second  regiment  in 
the  Trans-Mississippi  department.  He  went  all  through 
the  Eed  Eiver  campaign,  and  his  record  as  a  soldier 
is  one  that  will  always  be  prized  by  his  descendants. 
In  1856  he  moved  with  his  family  to  the  town  of 
Eockwall.  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  the  first  person  to  join  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  South,  in  that  town.  His  death  occurred  in  1897. 
John  O.  Heath  was  a  fine,  strong,  upright  character,  a 
man  of  power  and  influence,  and  possessed  the  bone  and 
sinew  and  intellect  of  which  nations  are  made.    His  wife 
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was  born  in  Callaway  county,  Kentucky,  and  married 
December  24,  1844.     She  died  in  1854. 

Judge  E.  C.  Heath  received  a  good  education  in  local 
private  schools,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  his  home 
was  in  a  new  country  and  the  entire  south  was  dis- 
tracted by  the  events  of  the  war  during  his  youth. 
From  early  manhood  until  1890  he  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantUe  business  in  Eockwall.  From  that  time  until 
January,  1914,  he  did  a  large  business  in  the  abstract 
and  title  work  at  Eockwall.  Judge  Heath  has  a  beau- 
tiful home  and  a  fine  farm  of  eighty  acres  about  a  mile 
north  of  Eockwall,  where  he  and  his  family  enjoy  all 
the  comforts  of  good  living. 

It  is  in  his  public  career  that  the  life  of  Judge 
Heath  has  been  particularly  noteworthy.  In  1882  he 
was  elected  county  judge  of  Eockwall  county,  was  re- 
elected in  1884,  and  held  the  office  until  1880.  It  was 
an  able,  efficient  and  economical  administration  of  pub- 
lic affairs  in  his  county.  In  1886  he  was  elected  flo- 
torial  representative  to  the  state  legislature  for  the 
district  embracing  Eockwall,  Dallas  and  Tarrant  coun- 
ties. He  was  a  member  of  the  session  of  1S87,  and 
during  that  time  was  a  leader  in  causing  the  submis- 
sion of  the  state-wide  prohibition  amendment.  Also 
in  the  same  session  he  was  chairman  of  the  conmiittee 
on  roads  and  bridges.  Judge  Heath  since  early  youth 
has  been  an  ardent  advocate  and  a  courageous  and 
energetic  supporter  of  all  temperance  and  prohibition 
movements.  Following  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 
of  1876,  which  contained  the  local  option  provision,  Judge 
Heath  circulated  what  is  understood  to  have  been  the 
first  local  option  petition  in  Texas.  He  was  a  delegate 
to  the  great  temperance  convention  held  in  New  York 
City  in  1890,  at  which  addresses  were  made  by  Gen.  Neal 
Dow  and  other  prominent  figures  in  the  temperance  cause. 
Also  in  1890  Judge  Heath  undertook  the  leadership  of 
a  forlorn  hope  as  candidate  of  the  Prohibition  party  for 
the  office  of  Governor.  He  made  a  speaking  campaign 
over  the  entire  state,  and  though  he  failed  of  election 
his  campaign  had  some  valuable  results.  The  campaign, 
it  will  be  remembered,  followed  the  depression  of  pro- 
hibition sentiment  caused  by  the  defeat  in  1887,  and 
students  of  the  fluctuating  movements  of  state  politics 
give  credit  to  Judge  Heath's  vigorous  conduct  of  his 
campaign  for  keeping  alive  the  prohibition  sentiment 
and  paving  the  way  for  the  present  era  of  almost  uni- 
versal prohibition  in  this  state.  It  was  in  1SC9  or  1870 
that  Judge  Heath  became  identified  with  the  first  tem- 
perance movement  organized  in  the  south,  mil  t^i  many 
years  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Gn,u]  T>in]ilars 
organization.  He  is  a  member  of  the  ]Metlin.li^^t  Kpisco- 
pal  Church,  South,  as  all  his  ancestors  have  been.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  and  has  taken 
all  the  degrees  of  the  Chapter  of  Eoyal  Arch  ilasons. 

In  1881  at  Eockwall  Judge  Heath  married  Mrs.  Ida 
A.  (Collins)  Carter.  She  was  born  at  Paulding,  Jasper 
county,  Mississippi.  By  her  first  marriage  she  has  a 
son,  Ernest  C.  Carter,  of  Henrietta,  Texas.  Judge 
Heath  and  wife  have  three  children:  John  O.  Heath, 
who  is  living  in  Kansas  City  and  is  married  and  has 
one  child;  Mrs.  Katherine  Neville  and  Miss  Mary  Heath. 

John  A.  Holmes.  A  career  that  has  been  marked 
by  rapid  advancement  and  brilliant  achievement  is  that 
of  John  A.  Holmes,  county  attorney  of  Eoberts  county, 
Texas,  and  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  younger 
generation  of  legal  practitioners  of  this  part  of  the  Lone 
Star  State.  Although  he  has  been  engaged  in  practice 
for  something  less  than  five  years,  Mr.  Holmes  has  ably 
demonstrated  his  ability,  his  thorough  knowledge  of  law 
and  jurisprudence  and  his  inherent  inclination  for  his 
profession,  and  since  his  advent  in  Miami,  his  present 
field  of  endeavor,  has  not  only  won  a  recognized  position 
in  the  ranks  of  his  calling,  but  has  thoroughly  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  confidence  of  the  people.  Mr. 
Holmes  is  a  Mississippian,  and  was  born  at  Sallis,  At- 


tala county,  January  20,  1886.  His  father,  Thomas  S. 
Holmes,  was  born  in  Holmes  county,  Mississippi,  a  mem- 
ber of  an  old  and  honored  family  of  that  section,  and 
for  many  years  has  been  well  known  in  commercial  cir- 
cles as  a  prominent  and  wealthy  merchant.  He  has  also 
taken  an  active  participation  in  affairs  of  a  public  na- 
ture, and  at  this  time  is  mayor  of  Sallis.  He  is  now 
sixty-two  years  of  age.  He  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Sal- 
lis, who  was  born  in  Attala  county,  Mississippi,  and  edu- 
cated in  Woodworth  College,  and  she  died  in  1895,  aged 
thirty-five  years,  having  been  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  T.  W.,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Stark- 
vOle,  Mississippi;  John  A.,  of  this  review;  W.  E.,  whose 
home  is  in  Laurel,  Mississippi;  and  Miss  Bessie  S.,  of 
£allis,  Mississippi. 

John  A.  Holmes  was  given  the  advantages  of  an  ex- 
cellent educational  training,  his  preliminary  studies  being 
pursued  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place,  follow- 
ing which  he  attended  the  Mississippi  Agricultural  and 
Mechanical  College  for  four  years.  After  his  graduation 
from  that  institution,  in  1906,  he  came  to  Texas  and  en- 
tered the  State  University,  where  he  received  his  degree 
in  law  in  1909.  In  June  of  that  year  he  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Bonham,  Fannin  county, 
but  in  the  following  September  changed  his  headquarters 
to  Miami,  and  here  he  has  since  continued  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  constantly  increasing  professional  business. 
He  has  been  connected  in  one  capacity  or  another  with  a 
number  of  important  cases  where  his  talents  and  abilities 
have  been  proven,  and  the  prominence  thus  gained  has 
brought  to  him  some  of  the  most  profitable  business  that 
can  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  young  lawyer.  In  November, 
1909.  he  became  the  candidate  of  the  democratic  party 
for  the  office  of  county  attorney  of  Eoberts  county,  was 
subsequently  elected  thereto,  and  since  that  time  has 
been  twice  re-elected,  and  his  entire  administration  has 
been  of  such  a  nature  as  to  justify  the  confidence  and 
faith  placed  in  him  by  his  fellow-citizens, 

Mr.  Holmes's  only  social  connection  is  with  the  col- 
lege fraternity  of  the  University  of  Texas,  he  being  a 
member  of  the  Delta  Sigma  Phi,  although  he  is  very 
popular  with  the  younger  set  in  Miami  and  the  adjacent 
country  where  he  has  a  wide  acquaintance.  He  has 
achieved  success  through  constant  application  and  per- 
severing ambition,  for  his  only  assistance  from  home 
came  in  the  form  of  an  education.  Whatever  else  he  has 
accomplished  has  come  through  his  own  efforts.  He  is 
a  "booster"  of  the  most  enthusiastic  order  for  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state,  and  has  an  interest  in  several  enter- 
prises here,  among  them  the  Miami  Bank,  in  which  he  is 
a  stockholder.  Personally,  Mr.  Holmes  is  a  man  of  good 
habits,  studious  and  energetic,  and  extremely  foud  of 
hunting  and  fishing  when  the  duties  of  his  office  and  his 
extensive  practice  allow  him  a  vacation.  He  has  never 
married. 

JtTDGE  Henry  M.  Wade.  The  Eockwall  countv  bar 
includes  among  its  leading  members  the  native  Texan 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 

Henrv  M.  Wade  was  born  in  Hunt  county,  Texas, 
June  21,  1864,  son  of  Henry  W.  and  Elizabeth  J. 
(Kuykendall)  Wade,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky 
and  the  latter  of  Mississippi.  Henry  Wade  was  born  in 
Callaway  county,  Kentucky,  of  Kentucky  parents,  and 
made  that  place  his  home  until  1850,  when  he  came  to 
Texas  and  settled  in  Upshur  county.  In  1859  he  moved 
to  Eockwall  county,  where  he  remained  until  1866. 
Meanwhile  he  had  sent  his  family  to  Hunt  county  and 
in  1860  he  joined  them  'there  and  they  settled  on  a  farm, 
twelve  miles  southeast  of  Greenville,  where  he  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life,  and  where  he  died,  January  7,  1912, 
Throughout  the  Civil  war  he  served  in  the  Confederate 
armv,  as  a  member  of  Company  B,  Sixth  Texas  Cavalry, 
Eoss's  Brigade.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  in  1876  from  Hunt  county.  His  widow, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  J.  Wade,  was  a  representative  of  one  of 
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the  earliest  pioneer  families  of  Hunt  county — the  Kuy- 
kendalls — whose  settlement  there  dates  back  in  1843. 

Henry  il.  Wade  was  educated  at  Sam  Houston  Normal 
School,  Huntsville,  where  he  graduated  in  1888.  Until 
he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age  he  lived  on  his  father's 
farm,  dividing  his  time  between  farming  and  school 
teaching.  He  taught  school  several  years  in  Kaufman 
county.  In  the  meantime  he  took  up  the  study  of  law 
and  was  in  due  time  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  1896 
he  moved  to  Eoyse  City,  Eockwall  county,  and  from 
there,  in  1900,  he  came  to  Eockwall,  having  that  year 
been  elected  County  Attorney.  Eockwall  has  ever  since 
been  his  home.  In  1906  he  was  elected  County  Judge, 
a  position  he  filled  six  years,  up  to  1912,  when  he  was 
again  elected  County  Attorney,  the  oflSce  he  is  now 
filling. 

Judge  Wade  maintains  fraternal  relations  with  vari- 
ous organizations,  including  the  M.  W.  of  A.,  the  K.  of 
P.,  and  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  His  re- 
ligious creed  is  that  of  the  Methodist  church,  of  which 
he  is  a  worthy  member. 

Mrs.  Henry  M.  Wade  was  formerly  Miss  Lulu  Mickey. 
She  was  born  and  reared  in  Kaufman  county,  Texas, 
and  is  the  mother  of  seven  children,  namely:  Eobert 
N.,  Eeese  D.,  Mart,  Joe  C,  Oscar  C,  Carrie,  and 
Nona  A. 

Egbert  B.  Myers,  M.  D.  Since  the  year  1893  Dr. 
Myers  has  been  in  active  practice  at  the  town  of  Kemp, 
an  able  physician  and  surgeon.  Of  well  trained  and  ex- 
perienced ability.  Dr.  Myers  has  done  his  work  well  in 
that  community,  and  both  as  a  citizen  and  a  doctor 
stands  high  in  Kaufman  county.  His  family  has  lived 
in  central  and  western  Texas  from  a  period  before 
the  Civil  war,  and  its  various  members  have  been  ranch- 
ers, farmers,  millers,  and  merchants,  and  otherwise  iden- 
tified with  those  activities  which  are  most  important  in 
maintaining  the  general  welfare  of  any  locality. 

Eobert  E.  Myers  was  born  at  Lancaster,  Texas,  July 
12,  1867,  a  sou  of  Jasper  C.  Myers.  The  father  died 
at  Golston  Eanch,  now  Big  Springs,  Texas,  in  May, 
1875,  when  about  forty-three  years  of  age.  He  was 
one  of  the  earliest  ranchers  to  locate  in  the  vicinity  of 
what  is  now  the  thriving  city  of  Big  Springs,  having 
gone  there  before  the  war,  and  he  ranched  with  head- 
quarters at  the  old  Golston  Eanch  at  Buffalo  Gap.  Dur- 
ing the  war  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Confederate 
government,  driving  beef  cattle  to  Shreveport,  for  the 
army  of  the  south.  Jasper  C.  Myers,  who  came  to 
Texas  when  a  young  man,  married  at  Palo  Pinto,  Texas, 
Miss  Allen,  whose  father,  Anderson  Allen,  ran  a  grist 
mill  at  Palo  Pinto  during  the  war  times.  Anderson 
Allen  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  first  moved  to 
Missouri  and  later  to  Texas.  He  had  two  sons  and  one 
of  them  served  with  the  Texas  rangers  against  the  In- 
dians during  the  Civil  War.  Anderson  Allen  died  at 
Fort  Worth,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  and  is  buried  at 
Old  Birdsville,  once  the  county  seat  of  Tarrant  county. 
Shortly  after  his  marriage  Jasper  C.  Myers  established 
his  home  at  Lancaster,  and  his  home  was  the  chief  resi- 
dence and  place  of  hospitality,  an  open  house,  where 
friends  and  strangers  were  entertained  with  equal  hos- 
pitality and  whence  emanated  many  influences  and  prac- 
tical charities  in  the  community.  In  that  home  Mrs. 
Jasper  C.  Myers  died  in  ISSS,  and  it  was  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  old  homestead  that  her  children  started  their 
careers.  The  children  were:  Eobert  E.;  Thomas  C, 
who  was  killed  in  a  railroad  wreck  on  the  Missouri, 
Kansas  &  Texas  Eailroad  near  Denton,  and  Miss  Emma 
Myers,  a  teacher  of  music  in  Fort  Worth. 

Dr.  Eobert  E.  Mvers  engaged  in  business  as  a  mature 
youth  with  such  education  as  Lancaster  provided  for  its 
young  people,  and  began  his  work  as  a  clerk  for  the 
well  known  townsman  Eena  P.  Henry,  who  was  then  a 
local  merchant.  When  Mr.  Henry  retired  from  business, 
Mr.  Myers  entered  the  firm  of  Gibson,  Lyon,  and  Com- 


pany, and  afterwards  was  with  N.  B.  Johnson.  After 
several  years  he  left  the  trade  to  take  up  the  medical 
study,  entering  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  where  he  was  graduated  M.  D. 
in  1893.  In  the  same  year  he  opened  his  office  at  Kemp, 
where  he  attended  his  first  patient,  and  where  he  soon 
attained  recognition  as  a  skillful  and  reliable  doctor. 
Dr.  Myers  belongs  to  the  different  medical  societies, 
the  Kaufman  County  and  the  State  Societies,  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association.  At  different  times  since  the 
beginning  of  practice  he  has  attended  school  for  brief 
periods,  pursuing  special  courses  and  thus  keeping  in 
touch  with  the  advance  in  science  and  medicine. 

Dr.  Myers  in  politics  is  a  Democrat,  and  was  pioneer 
in  the  Wilson  cause  at  Kemp.  When  the  campaign 
started  he  advocated  the  New  Jersey  educator  as  the 
ablest  statesman  on  the  Democratic  side,  and  his  per- 
sonal influence  had  much  to  do  with  the  practical  sup- 
port later  accorded  the  new  president  of  the  United 
States. 

In  Kaufman  county,  in  November,  1906,  Dr.  Myers 
married  Miss  Edna  Jackson,  a  daughter  of  C.  Q.  Jack- 
son of  Kemp.  The  village  was  named  by  J.  C.  Watking 
in  honor  of  his  wife,  Kempy,  a  near  relative  of  Mrs. 
Myers.  Jlr.  C.  Q.  Jackson  was  an  early  settler  in  Kauf- 
man county,  was  a  trader,  and  now  resides  at  Austwell, 
Texas.  The  only  child  of  Dr.  Myers  and  wife  is  Mary 
Emmett  Myers. 

James  M.  Still,  M.  D.  The  family  to  which  Dr. 
Still,  of  Kemp,  belongs,  has  been  notable  for  its  promi- 
nent relations  and  activities  in  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine and  the  ministry,  and  has  numerous  representatives 
in  Kaufman  county,  and  other  sections  of  Texas.  The 
?ettlement  of  the  Stills  in  Texas  dates  back  to  about 
the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  and  previous  to  that  time 
the  family  had  been  prominent  in  Tennessee  and  Arkan- 
sas, and  physicians  and  ministers  of  the  name  are  known 
in  many  sections  of  the  union. 

Dr.  James  M.  Still,  who  was  born  at  Palestine,  Texas, 
March  8,  1869,  is  a  son  of  the  venerable  retired  physi- 
cian. Dr.  Abraham  J.  Still  of  Kemp.  The  family  record 
goes  back  to  the  great  grandfather  Still,  who  enlisted 
from  Virginia,  his  home  colony,  and  was  an  officer  during 
the  Eevolutionary  war.  This  American  soldier  married 
a  Miss  Lidy,  and  among  their  children  were:  Dr.  An- 
drew, grandfather  of  Dr.  James  M. ;  Hev.  Abraham  StDl, 
a  physician  and  a  Methodist  preacher,  who  spent  his 
life  in  Tennessee  and  Kansas,  dying  in  the  latter  state; 
James  and  Dr.  Isaac,  who  both  died  in  Tennessee;  Dr. 
Henry,  who  died  in  Arkansas;  Keziah,  who  married  first 
a  Phelps,  and  later  a  Eodgers,  and  died  in  Tennessee. 

Dr.  Andrew  Still,  the  grandfather,  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  moved  across  the  mountains  into  Tennessee, 
where  he  was  among  the  early  settlers.  He  studied  medi- 
cine, and  was  long  a  successful  physician.  He  married 
Miss  Sallie  Bryant,  who  died  in  1833.  Her  people 
belong  to  the  pioneer  farmers  of  Tennessee.  Dr.  Andrew 
Still  and  ^ife  were  the  parents  of:  George,  who  died 
in  Tennessee,  as  did  his  sister  Martha,  who  never  mar- 
ried; Mary,  who  married  John  Greenway.  and  spent 
her  life  in  Tennessee;  Dr.  Abraham  J.,  and  Elizabeth, 
who  died  in  Kaufman  county,  Texas,  as  Mrs.  Soger 
Gibson. 

Abraham  Jefferson  Still,  father  of  James  M.  Still, 
came  out  from  Henderson  county,  Tennessee,  and  located 
at  Palestine,  Texas,  in  1868.  He  was  born  in  Decntur 
county,  Tennessee,  July  30,  1829,  and  was  left  without 
parents  when  a  lad  of  fourteen.  He  secured  education 
as  the  neighborhood  schools  afforded,  and  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  went  to  Henderson  county,  Tennessee.  Fol- 
lowing the  family  inclination  and  practice,  he  decided 
on  medicine  as  a  calling,  and  at  nineteen  moved  to 
Marion,  Arkansas,  to  study  under  his  uncle.  Dr.  Isaac 
Still.  Subsequently  he  took  lectures  in  the  Memphis 
Medical  College,  graduating  in  18.57.    His  first  office  and 
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practice  were  in  the  country  clientage  in  the  county  of 
liis  birth,  and  he  maintained  an  extensive  country  client- 
age during  his  residence  in  Tennessee.  During  the  war 
between  the  states,  Ur.  Still  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Confederate  Government  as  assistant  surgeon  under  Dr. 
West  at  Columbus,  Mississippi,  for  a  short  time,  until 
failing  health  caused  him  to  abandon  the  work  and 
return  home.  He  was  one  of  the  most  vigorous  advo- 
cates of  the  southern  cause,  and  his  attitude  alienated 
many  of  his  old  friends  during  the  war,  and  he  subse- 
quently suffered  disfranchisement  by  the  Federal  govern- 
ment. On  moving  to  Texas  he  took  up  practice  at 
Palestine,  where  he  lived  until  1870,  when  he  made  his 
final  move  and  settled  on  a  farm  at  Kemp.  This  farm 
was  subsequently  selected  as  the  site  of  the  new  town, 
and  is  now  largely  covered  by  the  homes  and  business 
houses  of  the  village.  At  what  was  known  as  the  ' '  Old 
town, ' '  he  opened  a  store  and  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing, at  the  same  time  continuing  his  medical  practice 
until  1S89.  Dr.  A.  J.  Still  joined  the  first  medical  so- 
ciety organized  in  Kaufman  county,  and  since  early 
manhood  has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and 
a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  was  filled  with  the  spirit 
of  opposition  to  military  and  carpet-bag  rules  in  Texas, 
when  he  first  came  to  the  state  and  although  denied 
suffrage  for  a  few  years  he  aided  in  the  movement  which 
eventually  placed  the  reins  of  local  and  state  govern- 
ment in  the  hands  of  Texas  people. 

Abraham  Jefferson  Still  was  married  in  Decatur 
county,  Tennessee,  December  17,  1859,  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet Graves.  Her  father  was  a  professional  account- 
ant, whose  birthplace  was  South  Carolina,  and  who 
married  a  Miss  Mackey,  of  Virginia.  Their  children 
are:  Eugene,  an  accountant  of  Dallas;  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Mason  of  Brazoria  county,  Texas;  Dr.  Benjamin  F.,  a 
graduate  of  the  Osteopathic  Medical  Schools  founded  and 
maintained  by  Dr.  Still,  a  relative,  at  Kirksville,  Mis- 
souri, and  now  a  resident  of  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey; 
George,  who  is  a  traveling  salesmnii  in  Texas:  Dr.  James 
M. ;  Arthur  Jefferson;  Reagan,  win,  i-^  «itl.  tlio  Independ- 
ent Telephone  Company  at  Tvl.i.  :iihl  Mrs.  Eldred 
Thompson,  wife  of  a  minister  at  K'ci;iiioko,  Texas.  Arthur 
Jefferson  Still,  named  in  the  alcove  list  of  children,  was 
born  on  the  townsite  of  Kemp,  January  14,  1872,  was 
educated  in  the  local  public  schools,  lived  on  the  farm 
until  he  was  nineteen  years  Of  age,  then  clerked  for  W.  A. 
Bnggs,  in  Kaufman,  and  later  for  Mr.  Stewart,  in  Kemp, 
and  became  a  bookkeeper  in  the  Mason  Bank,  at  Kemp. 
When  the  bank  failed  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and 
loan  business,  and  has  since  built  up  a  large  clientele. 
He  also  represents  the  Texas  Life  Insurance  Company 
as  an  agent  for  the  loaning  of  their  funds,  and  the 
John  Hancock  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
Boston,  and  the  Union  Central  of  Cincinnati.  Arthur 
Jefferson  Still  married  in  Dallas  in  June,  1905,  Miss 
Bessie,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  Moore,  and  they  have  no 
children. 

Dr.  James  M.  Still  received  a  country  training,  and 
has  many  reasons  to  be  grateful  to  the  surroundings  and 
influence'  of  his  youth  in  addition  to  the  vigorous  phys- 
ical manhood  which  he  obtained  as  a  boy  on  a  farm. 
From  the  country  schools  he  went  to  Baylor  University 
at  Waco  for  two  years.  He  read  medicine  two  years 
under  his  father  and  attended  his  first  lectures  in  the 
Memphis  Hospital  Medical  College.  From  there  he  went 
to  "Marion  Sims,"  the  ancient  and  honorable  old  school 
of  medicine  in  St.  Louis  and  graduated  from  there  in 
1892.  For  three  years  Dr.  Still  practiced  at  Noble, 
Oklahoma,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  scenes  of  his 
childhood  and  has  given  this  community  his  presence 
and  his  skill  since  that  time. 

In  1905  he  took  a  post-graduate  course  in  the  Chicago 
Polyclinic.     He  aflRliates  with  the  county  and  state  so- 
cieties.    Dr.  Still  has  no  record  in  politics  except  as  a 
voter  with  the  majority  party. 
Dr.  Still  was  married  in  Kaufman  county,  December 


29,  1892,  to  Miss  Mary  Moore,  a  daughter  of  C.  C. 
Moore,  a  former  commissioner  of  the  county,  and  an 
ex-Confederate  soldier,  who  settled  here  from  Mississippi. 
Dr.  Still  and  wife  have  children :  Miss  Virginia,  a  stu- 
dent in  the  Milford  School  for  Girls,  and  Miss  Maurine. 
Dr.  Still  is  a  past  chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  is  a  Master  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  528  at  Kemp. 

Albert  A.  Blasingame,  M.  D.  Manager  of  the 
Barnett  Drug  Company  at  Kemp,  Dr.  Blasingame  has 
been  in  business  at  this  point  for  over  ten  years,  and 
has  now  practically  given  up  his  medical  practice.  For 
many  years  he  was  well  known  as  a  physician  in  Kauf- 
man and  Van  Zandt  counties,  and  represents  a  family 
which  has  been  identified  with  this  section  of  Texas  for 
sixty  years  or  more. 

Dr.  Blasingame  was  born  in  Kaufman  county,  August 
16,  1866,  a  son  of  Silas  A.  Blasingame,  and  a  grandson 
of  Wade  B.  Blasingame.  The  grandfather  brought  his 
family  to  Van  Zandt  county,  Texas,  in  1852,  lived  there 
as  a  farmer  for  many  years,  and  died  in  1891,  when 
about  eighty  years  of  age.  He  fought  Indians  in  the 
Florida  Indian  war  of  the  thirties,  and  though  too  old 
to  serve  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war  sent  two  of  his 
sons  to  the  aid  of  the  Confederacy,  one  of  them  being 
lost  during  the  war.  Wade  Blasingame  was  born  in 
Tennessee,  and  married  Mahala  Smith,  who  now  sur- 
vives at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  They  were  both  active 
members  of  the  Baptist  church  for  many  years.  Their 
children  were:  Elizabeth,  who  married  Rev.  William 
Thompson,  a  pioneer  minister  of  Texas,  and  both  being 
now  deceased;  Thomas,  who  died  in  the  Confederate 
army;  Silas  A.,  father  of  Dr.  Blasingame;  Horace,  who 
died  in  Hunt  county  with  a  family,  and  Jess,  a  farmer 
in  Van  Zandt  county. 

Silas  Blasingame,  who  now  resides  on  the  farm  which 
he  settled  in  1869,  near  Wills  Point,  was  born  in  Ten- 
nessee in  1841,  and  was  about  eleven  years  of  age  when 
the  family  moved  to  Van  Zandt  county,  Texas.  Soon 
after  reaching  manhood  he  entered  the  war  between  the 
states  as  a  Confederate  soldier,  did  his  duty  bravely 
and  well  in  the  cause  of  the  south,  and  then  returned 
home  to  resume  his  regular  vocation  as  a  farmer.  He 
married  Martha  Norman.  Her  father  was  Alexander 
Norman,  who  married  a  Miss  Hill,  and  both  came  to 
Texas  from  Tennessee,  and  were  old  and  honored  settlers 
of  Van  Zandt  county.  To  the  marriage  of  Silas  A. 
Blasingame  and  wife  were  born:  Dr.  Albert  A.,  of 
Kemp;  Mrs.  Sallie  Dotson,  of  Van  Zandt  county;  Henry, 
who  died  in  young  manhood;  Mrs.  Josie  Pamphlin  of 
Van  Zandt  county ;  Finis,  a  farmer  near  Wills  Point ; 
George,  a  farmer  and  stockman  of  Van  Zandt  county, 
and  Mrs.  Delia  Nichols,  of  Van  Zandt  county. 

Albert  A.  Blasingame  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  eighteen  years  old  and  in  the  meantime  acquired 
a  substantial  common  school  education.  For  one  term 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  and  then  took  up 
the  drug  business  in  Kemp  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Nunnelee  &  Blasingame  for  two  years.  His  ambition 
was  directed  towards  a  profession,  and  he  prepared  for 
that  vocation  by  study  in  the  Memphis  Hospital  Medical 
College,  where  "he  was  graduated  M.  D.  in  1885.  He 
began  practice  in  the  country  near  his  birthplace,  sub- 
sequently moved  to  Chisholm,  where  he  practiced  six 
vears.  and  in  1902  removed  to  Kemp,  where  he  engaged 
"in  the  drug  business  and  gradually  abandoned  his  prac- 
tice. Mr.  Blasingame  now  owns  most  of  the  stock  in 
the  Barnett  Drug  Company,  a  popular  institution  whose 
history  spans  many  years  of  this  town.  By  close  atten- 
tion to  business  he  has  huilt  up  a  large  trade  and  is 
one  of  the  most  progressive  and  successful  merchants 
in  the  city. 

On  Juno  12.  1892.  Dr.  Blasingame  married  in  Kauf- 
man county,  Miss  Amy  Rice,  a  daughter  of  Captain  John 
Rice,  a  farmer  and  pioneer  Texan,  and  a  soldier  of 
the  Confederacy.     Captain  Rice  married  Mrs.  Lou  Staf- 


AIRS.  MARTHA  H.  IXGERTON 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


2047 


ford,  and  Lad  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  children 
of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Blasingame  are  Jerome,  Leota  and 
Annie.  Dr.  Blasingame  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church,  and  in  politics  follows  the  family  principles  of 
the  Democracy.  He  affiliated  with  the  Blue  Lodge  of 
Masonry. 

William  H.  Ingerton.  One  of  the  oldest  stock  raisers 
and  ranchers  of  the  Panhandle  country,  Mr.  Ingerton 
has  been  prominent  at  Amarillo  and  vicinity  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  besides  the  importance  of  his  industrial 
activities  has  been  a  leader  in  the  organization  and  de- 
velopment of  several  of  the  Panhandle  planters,  and  in 
every  way  is  a  man  of  large  public  spirit  and  of  broad 
and  influential  activities. 

There  are  few  of  the  old  time  Amarillo  citizens  who 
do  not  possess  an  affectionate  remembrance  for  Mr.  In- 
gerton 's  mother.  She  was  one  of  the  remarkable  women 
in  this  section  of  the  state,  served  as  postmaster  at 
Amarillo  for  a  number  of  years,  and  for  a  much  longer 
period  had  been  a  school  teacher  and  many  of  the  prom- 
inent men  of  tlie  jnosent  time  were  her  pupils  and  give 
her  credit  for  many  of  the  influences  and  kindly  help- 
fulness which  started  them  on  their  careers. 

William  H.  Ingerton  was  born  in  Columbus.  Ohio, 
May  7,  1S65,  and  was  the  only  child  of  William  H.  and 
Martha  Hannah  (Sargent)  Ingerton.  Both  parents  were 
natives  of  Ohio.  The  father  in  his  younfr  manhood 
gained  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  United  States  Army 
and  became  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Thirteenth  Tennes- 
see Cavalry  during  the  Civil  war  in  which  he  served  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end.  Near  the  close  of  the  war  at 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  he  met  a  tragic  death  and  was  twenty- 
eight  years  of  age  at  the  time.  Mrs.  Ingerton,  who 
was  married  at  Urbana,  Ohio,  in  1S64,  after  the  death 
of  her  husband  engaged  in  teaching,  as  a  means  to  sup- 
port herself  and  her  only  child.  In  1872  she  came  to 
Texas,  and  for  seventeen  years,  up  to  1889,  was  engaged 
in  teaching.  She  was  a  woman  of  excellent  education,  a 
graduate  of  Holbrook  College,  and  on  coming  to  Texas 
she  began  teaching  in  Waco,  subsequently  in  Marlin, 
later  at  Denison,  Sherman,  Midland,  and  Sulphur  Springa. 
She  was  principal  of  the  Elmo  school  at  Elmo  and  was 
assistant  principal  of  the  Normal  school  in  Sulphur 
Springs.  About  1889  she  was  appointed  postmaster  at 
Amarillo,  and  held  that  office  and  administered  its  serv- 
ice most  efficiently  for  six  years  and  four  months  up 
to  the  time  of  her  death,  which  occurred  in  Amarillo, 
when  she  was  sixty  six  years  of  age. 

William  H.  Ingerton  owes  much  to  his  mother's  in- 
fluence and  training  and  was  given  excellent  advantages 
despite  the  handicaps  imposed  upon  his  mother  in  pro- 
viding for  the  livelihood  of  both  of  them.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Denison  and  Sherman 
to  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  subsequently  was  sent  to  the 
State  Normal  school  at  Salina,  Kansas,  during  the  pe- 
riod which  his  mother  was  postmaster  at  Amarillo.  His 
first  work  after  leaving  school  was  with  the  firm  of 
Gunther  &  JIunson,  surveyors,  and  was  employed  in  va- 
rious capacities  by  this  firm  in  different  parts  of  the 
state.  He  then  became  a  cowboy,  and  rode  the  range 
for  ten  years,  in  western  Texas,  and  thus  laid  the  foun- 
dation for  his  successful  career  as  a  stockman.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  gathered  a  bunch  of  cattle  and  began 
business  on  his  own  account.  His  success  in  this  field  is 
a  matter  of  common  knowledge  to  nearly  all  the  resi- 
dents of  the  Panhandle.  At  the  present  time  he  owns 
and  operates  a  ranch  of  two  thousand  acres  and  also 
holds  a  large  amount  of  leased  pasture  lands  in  Hutch- 
inson county.  He  runs  upwards  of  a  thousand  head  of 
cattle  and  other  live  stock,  and  is  one  of  the  large  ship- 
pers from  this  section.  During  his  early  career  he 
served  for  a  time  as  assistant  postmaster  under  his 
mother  and  succeeded  J.  M.  Kendred  as  postmaster. 

Mr.  Ingerton  has  the  distinction  of  having  been  the 
first   county   judge   of   Hutchinson   county,   serving   two 


years  in  that  important  administrative  ofiEce,  during 
which  time  he  practically  organized  and  set  in  operation 
the  machinery  of  the  county.  He  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  not  only  that  county  but  also  of  Potter 
county,  and  was  the  presiding  officer  at  the  time  of  the 
organization  of  Potter  county.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  has  always  interested  himself  in  political 
affairs.  For  nine  years  he  served  in  the  Texas  National 
Guards  and  attained  the  rank  of  captain  in  Troop  B  of 
the  First  Cavalry  Eegiment,  T.  N.  G.  His  church  is  the 
Episcopal.  Mr.  Ingerton  was  married  in  Amarillo  Jan- 
uary 10,  1894,  to  Miss  Ida  Wheatley,  whose  father  was 
Dr.  T.  A.  Wheatley,  her  mother's  maiden  name  having 
been  Eager.  Her  father  and  family  were  among  the 
old  timeis  in  this  section  of  Texas.  Eight  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingerton,  and  they  are  ac- 
counted for  as  follows:  Enid,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
high  school  at  Amarillo,  class  of  1913;  Sheridan;  Wil- 
liam H.,  Jr.;  Adeleue  and  Madalene,  twins;  Ida  Lola; 
Mary;  Gillen.    All  the  children  were  born  in  Amarillo. 

Jesse  F.  Collins.  In  the  flourishing  little  commer- 
cial center  of  Kemp,  in  Kaufman  county,  Mr.  Collins 
has  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  been  closely  identified 
with  mercantile  enterprise,  and  in  later  years  has  also 
taken  part  in  local  banking.  He  now  has  a  position  of 
prominence  in  a  locality  where  he  grew  up  as  a  bare- 
foot boy. 

Jesse  F.  Collins  was  born  in  Mississippi,  May  12, 
1866,  and  was  a  child  when  brought  to  Kaufman  county. 
His  father  was  James  T.  Collins,  who  was  born  in  Cul- 
peper,  Virginia,  had  a  limited  education  in  the  old 
field  schools,  early  in  youth  went  to  Mississippi,  and 
for  many  years  resided  in  Pontotoc  and  Calhoun  coun- 
ties. He  was  reared  on  a  tobacco  plantation  in  the 
Old  Dominion,  and  from  Mississippi  went  out  as  a  private 
soldier  in  the  Confederacy.  He  lived  the  uneventful  but 
useful  career  of  a  farmer,  and  spent  his  last  years  in 
Kaufman  county  near  Kemp,  where  he  died  in  1883. 
James  T.  Collins  was  married  in  Mississippi  to  Miss 
Martha  Collins,  a  daughter  of  Jesse  Collins,  but  they 
were  not  kin.  Jesse  Collins  was  a  slave  holder,  and  waa 
an  Alabaman  by  birth.  The  children  of  James  T.  Col- 
lins and  wife  numbered  sixteen,  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing grew  up:  Kate,  who  resides  in  Mississippi,  and  mar- 
ried George  Young;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  C.  C.  Moore  of 
Kemp;  Lewis  D.,  James  B.,  and  John  D.,  who  live  in 
and  about  Kemp;  Fred  B.,  of  Mississippi;  Jesse  F., 
and  Virgil  A.,  of  Waco,  in  the  employ  of  a  railroad 
there.  James  T.  Collins  was  a  man  full  of  years  when 
he  came  to  Texas,  and  entered  upon  the  work  of  making 
a  farm  and  rearing  his  family.  He  went  through  hia 
work  and  accepted  the  results  of  his  efforts  without 
shout  or  murmur,  mingled  with  his  neighbors  as  one  of 
them,  belonged  to  no  church  or  fraternity,  and  cast  his 
ballot  in  political  contests  as  a  Democrat.  His  wife 
died  in  1902.  and  both  lie  in  the  cemetery  at  Kemp. 

Jesse  F.  Collins  grew  to  man 's  estate  on  the  farm 
a  mile  north  of  Kemp,  and  a  commercial  course  in 
Lawrence's  business  college  of  Dallas  was  added  to  his 
country  school  work.  He  began  life  in  the  commercial 
world  as  a  clerk  for  W.  C.  Mason  i-  Son,  in  1888,  and 
learned  the  business  of  merchandising  during  the  four 
years  he  was  in  this  employ.  In  1892  he  associated  him- 
self with  his  brother,  John  D.,  and  engaged  in  business 
as  J.  D.  Collins  and  brother.  The  firm  bought  the 
buOding  now  housing  the  Guaranty  State  Bank  of  Kemp, 
and  in  1895  the  senior  Collins  retired  and  Mr.  B.  Eeason- 
over  entered  the  firm,  which  became  Collins  &  Eeason- 
over.  This  was  continued  for  one  year,  when  J.  D. 
Collins  again  entered  the  firm,  buying  out  Mr.  Eea- 
sonover,  and  Collins  Brothers  continued  together  until 
1904,  when  the  senior  member  again  retired.  Since  then 
the  firm  has  been  conducted  under  the  style  of  J.  F.  Col- 
lins. In  1907  Mr.  Collins  left  his  old  business  location 
and  bought  lot  No.  2  in  block  C.  one  of  the  attractive 
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brick  blocks  of  the  vigorous  little  town.  Mr.  Collins 
became  a  stoekiolder  in  the  Guaranty  State  Bank  of 
Kaufman  within  a  few  months  after  its  organization,  and 
has  been  vice  president  since  1910.  His  home  in  block 
No.  99  on  Eleventh  Street  was  erected  under  his  super- 
vision and  marks  the  substantial  chara.cter  of  the  man 
and  suggests  his  permanent  and  abiding  faith  in  the 
little  town  where  he  has  lived  for  many  years.  Mr. 
Collins'  public  service  has  been  rendered  to  his  town 
in  the  capacity  of  city  secretary,  and  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  education. 

Mr.  Collins  is  secretary  of  Lodge  No.  528,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  and  is  a  steward  in 
the  Methodist  church.  He  does  his  political  work  quietly, 
as  a  member  of  the  majority  party  of  Texas,  and  be- 
fore the  advent  of  the  primary  system  often  attended 
the  local  conventions.  At  Gatosville,  Texas,  March  6, 
1893,  Mr.  Collins  married  Miss  Addie  Washburn,  a 
daughter  of  E.  H.  Wasliliuni,  a  jeweler  of  that  place 
and  a  former  Confederate  soldier.  Mr.  Washburn  was 
born  in  Tennessee,  and  married  Miss  Nannie  Eeed.  and 
their  children  were  Lucy,  now  Mrs.  Dan  P.  Quesenberry 
of  Waco;  Mrs.  Collins;  John,  of  Gatesville;  Eli,  who 
is  associated  with  Mr.  Collins  in  business  at  Kemp; 
Erin,  wife  of  Fred  Kaler,  of  Center  Point,  Texas;  and 
Florine,  Mrs.  Ralph  Lombard  of  Corpus  Christi.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Collins  have  children:  E.  H.,  aged  eighteen; 
Leslie,  aged  sixteen,  and  Thelma,  aged  fourteen. 

Thomas  Peyton  Ldker.  Each  year  witnesses  remark- 
able progress  in  the  science  of  agriculture,  for  scientific 
farming  has  been  developed  to  such  a  dcTree  that  it 
has  been  brought  to  the  front  among  the  honored  call- 
ings and  is  regarded  as  one  that  demands  careful  prep- 
aration and  that  returns  sure  and  generous  compensation. 
To  understand  the  aroused  and  continued  interest  in 
agricultural  achievement,  the  work  of  such  progressive 
farmers  as  Thomas  Peyton  Luker,  of  Henderson  county, 
must  be  taken  into  consideration.  Mr.  Luker  has  re- 
sided in  Henderson  countv  since  his  birth,  and  is  a 
son  of  Alabama  settlers  of  Texas  of  the  year  1847.  His 
father  was  Judge  Joshua  B.  Luker,  who  came  to  Texas 
with  the  widow  Holland's  family  and  preempted  land 
six  miles  north  of  Athens,  several  years  before  the 
county  seat  acquired  the  importance  of  a  town.  He 
resided  on  his  hnlf-section  of  land  and  occupied  him- 
self with  its  develoiniieiit   into  a  farm  until  his  death  in 
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the  time  her  husband  migrated  to  the  Lone  Star  State. 
Judge  Luker  spent  his  life  in  Texas  without  the  presence 
of  any  of  his  brothers  or  sisters  and  it  has  been  only 
in  recent  years  that  several  of  his  nieces  and  nephews 
have  come"  into  the  state  and  settled  in  Comanche  county. 
The  children  born  to  the  late  Judge  Joshua  B.  and  Julia 
A.  (iMcWilliams)  Luker  were  as  follows:  Lizzie,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Jo  Cox,  and  died  near  the  old 
homestead  in  Henderson  county,  being  the  mother  of 
several  children:  Sarah,  who  became  the  wife  of  Jeff 
Killingsworth,  a  residnet  of  Eustace.  Texas:  Thomas 
Peyton,  of  this  review;  Mary  C,  who  passed  away  a 
maiden,  and  James  M.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  at  Athens,  Texas. 

Thomas  Peyton  Luker  was  born  December  3,  185.5,  in 
Henderson  county,  Texas,  and  grew  to  manhood  at  his 
birthplace.  His"  education  came  from  the  brief  terms 
of  the  country  school,  consisting  of  several  months  dur- 
ing the  winter  season,  and  farm  work  was  the  vocation 
which  he  adopted  as  his  life  work  and  to  which  he 
assiduously  applied  himself.  He  was  married  early  and 
started  his  own  career  on  a  small  farm  which  had  been 


to  him  by  his  mother  and  he  clung  to  it  and 
added  other  acres  occasionally  until  1901.  When  he  sold 
it  he  deeded  ISO  acres,  a  farm  built  largely  by  his  own 
hands.  He  then  came  to  Murchison,  where  he  owns 
380  acres  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  town,  and  this  he 
has  raised  to  a  state  of  eflSciency  which  challenges  the 
record  of  any  other  upland  farm  of  its  size  in  this  part 
of  the  state. 

While  the  ordinary  labor  of  cultivation  has  proceeded 
from  year  to  year,  Mr.  Luker  has  demonstrated  by  spe- 
cial care  the  average  farmer  of  this  section  takes  less 
from  his  land  than  fertility  can  be  made  to  produce. 
His  methods  of  farming  have  always  kept  him  from 
buying  a  bushel  of  corn  for  his  own  use  since  he  has 
been  doing  his  own  agi'icultural  work.  His  250  acres 
under  cultivation  are  as  friable  and  as  lively  in  pro- 
duction as  the  other  fertile  soils  of  Texas,  and  under  a 
test  of  two  acres  he  proved  that  1,560  pounds  of  lint 
cotton  can  be  grown  with  the  use  of  300  pounds  of  fer- 
tilizer. He  has  also  demonstrated  that  one  acre  of  land 
will  produce  235  bushels  of  sweet  potatoes  right  after  a 
crop  of  120  bushels  of  Irish  potatoes  have  been  dug, 
both  of  these  being  the  crop   of  the  same  season. 

In  his  relations  to  his  community  and  locality  in  a 
general  way,  Mr.  Luker  is  vice-president  of  the  First 
State  Bank  of  Murchison,  and  is  one  of  the  stockholders 
of  the  Citizens  State  Bank  of  Chandler,  Texas.  His 
business  ability  has  been  proven  no  less  than  has  his 
skill  as  an  agriculturist  and  among  his  associates  he  is 
known  as  a  man  to  whom  to  look  for  counsel  and  leader- 
ship. His  contribution  to  the  progress  and  development 
of  his  section  has  been  the  erection  of  a  number  of  fine 
and  substantial  buildings  on  his  several  properties.  A 
clean,  energetic  and  abstemious  life  has  left  him  a  sturdy, 
stalwart  and  fresh-looking  man,  appearing  fully  ten 
years  younger  than  he  admits. 

On  February  28,  1876,  Mr.  Luker  was  married  in 
Henderson  county,  Texas,  to  Miss  Frances  Mayfield, 
a  daughter  of  Austin  Mayfield,  one  of  the  early  men 
and  permanent  settlers  of  Henderson,  and  a  native  of 
Alabama.  Mrs.  Luker  was  a  native  of  the  Lone  Star 
State  and  died  August  3,  1901.  Nine  children  were 
born  to  this  union:  Ella,  the  eldest,  born  1876, 
died  1899;  J.  B.,  the  second  child,  born  1878, 
died  March,  1901;  John  W.,  the  third,  born  November  12, 
1881,  died  August  4,  1882;  Mary,  the  fourth,  born  in 
1883,  died  1897;  and  one,  the  fifth  born,  died  in  infancy; 
Fred,  who  married  Miss  Essie  Martin,  has  a  son,  Leon, 
and  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  vicinity 
of  Murchison;  Clem,  who  died  single;  Porter,  who 
married  Cora  Burgemy,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  farm 
located  not  far  from  Murchison;  and  Callie,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Alexander  Harden  and  who  died  Novem- 
ber 13,  1913.  On  January  11,  1903,  Mr.  Luker  was 
married  to  Miss  Bessie  Martin,  a  daughter  of  Capt. 
E.  J.  Martin,  who  lived  south  of  Chandler,  Texas,  an 
old  Confederate  soldier,  who  came  to  Texas  after  the 
close  of  the  CivU  war.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Elona  Taylor,  and  they  were  the  parents  ot 
ten  children,  six  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luker  have  had 
two   children:    Horace  and  Morris. 

Mr  and  Mrs.  Luker  are  associated  with  the  Baptist 
church,  and  have  been  liberal  in  their  support  of  its 
movements.  In  politics  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Luker  has  been 
stanch  in  his  adherence  to  its  principles,  and  as  manager 
of  elections  in  his  district  wields  a  wide  influence  m 
party  affairs.  He  has  not  cared  to  affiliate  with  fraternal 
bodies. 

Emory  Fountain  Huddle,  M.  D.  The  annals  of  the 
medical  profession  of  Henderson  county  would  be  de- 
cidedly incomplete  without  extended  mention  being  made 
of  Dr.  Emory  Fountain  Huddle,  the  only  remaining  pio- 
neer of  Murchison,  and  a  physician  whose  devotion  to  his 
noble  calling  has  made  him  widely  known  and  success- 
ful therein  and  whose  high  conception  of  the  duties  of 
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citizenship  entitle  him  to  the  universal  regard  and  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow-townsmen.  Doctor 
Huddle  is  a  son  of  William  B.  Huddle,  a  pioneer  to 
Van  Zandt  county,  Texas,  of  the  year  1850,  when  he 
eiiilcil  a  Ioiil;  and  arduous  journey  from  Wythe  county, 
^■|^^illia,  l.\-  two-horse  wagon.  William  B.  Huddle  was 
linm  111  Wvtiic  county,  in  1833,  his  father  being  David 
Hiiil.llr,  wlio  married  a  Miss  Brown,  both  of  the  latter 
dying  in  that  county.  The  sons  in  the  family  were: 
William  B. ;  Eufus  and  John,  who  died  as  soldiers  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War,  the  former  leaving  three  children 
and  the  latter  one;  Josiah  Emory,  who  died  recently 
in  Van  Zandt  county,  Texas,  leaving  a  family,  and  Ben- 
jamin, James  and  Frank,  who  remained  in  Virginia. 
There  were  three  daughters  in  the  family  of  David 
Huddle,  but  none  ever  came  to  Texas. 

William  B.  Huddle  received  his  education  in  the 
country  schools  of  Wythe  county,  Virginia,  and  there 
was  married  to  Barbara  E.  Cormany,  also  a  native  of 
Old  Dominion.  Not  long  after  their  union  they  bid 
farewell  to  their  family  and  friends  and  turned  their 
faces  toward  the  Southwest,  intent  on  finding  a  new 
locality  in  which  to  make  their  home.  On  arriving  in 
Van  Zandt  county,  Texas,  they  settled  on  Horsley  Creek, 
four  miles  northeast  of  Ben  Wheeler,  and  were  there 
residing  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  war  between 
the  South  and  the  North,  when  Mr.  Huddle  cast  his  for- 
tunes with  the  Confederacy  and  enlisted  in  one  of  the 
first  companies  to  leave  for  the  front  in  defense  of 
the  Stars  and  Bars.  His  brothers,  Eufus  and  John, 
were  also  soldiers  in  the  same  cause,  and,  like  William 
B.,  took  part  in  the  Mansfield  campaign,  in  which  both 
lost  their  lives.  On  the  close  of  his  military  service, 
William  B.  Huddle  returned  to  the  duties  of  peace, 
and  soon  thereafter  changed  his  location  to  the  com- 
munity five  miles  northwest  of  Chandler,  where  he  pur- 
chased land,  developed  a  farm,  made  a  comfortable  home 
and  reared  his  family.  There  he  finished  his  work  as 
an  active  factor  in  human  affairs,  and  died  in  Van  Zandt 
county,  November  23,  1910,  being  buried  in  the  old 
cemetery  in  the  community  in  which  he  had  lived  after 
the  Civil  War.  His  life,  although  one  of  privacy,  was 
also  one  of  usefulness  to  his  community,  and  every- 
where he  was  known  as  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity 
and  high  ideals  of  citizenship.  He  was  not  a  politician, 
earing  little  for  the  struggles  of  the  public  arena,  but 
was  a  consistent  supporter  of  Democratic  ]ii  iiHi|.l.'^  ami 
candidates,  and  ever  took  a  keen  intenst  in  mall,  is 
as  they  affected  the  welfare  of  his  cnmmuiiit\.  llr  w-i-. 
shipped  as  a  Presbyterian,  and  reared  his  ramih  m  tliat 
faith.  Mrs.  Huddle  passed  away  in  1894,  Iiimm^  lirm 
the  mother  of  the  following  children:  (iiann,'  I.'.,  v\lio 
died  when  sixteen  years  of  age;  James  B.  died  at  tlic  aye 
of  eighteen  years;  Emory  Fountain,  of  this  review;  Knb- 
ert  C,  who  died  near  Cooper.  Texas,  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren now  being  residents  of  Coleman  countv,  this  state; 
Mrs.  V.  V.  Wilson,  who  is  a  resident  of  Van  Zandt 
county;  Laura  C,  who  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Wlyatt, 
of  Clark's,  Louisiana;  Mrs.  America  A.  Holloman,  of 
Henderson  county,  Texas;  Mattie  K.,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
John  Ferguson,  of  Clark's,  Louisiana,  and  Arch  W.,  a 
resident  of  Denver,   Colorado. 

Emory  Fountain  Huddle  was  born  at  the  Horsley 
Creek  home  of  his  parents,  in  the  "Free  State"  of 
Van  Zandt.  June  2,  18.59.  Wlien  but  a  few  years  old 
he  was  permitted  by  his  parents  to  live  in  the  childless 
home  of  his  mother's  sister,  :Mrs.  Hiram  Neff,  in  Hen- 
derson county,  and  there  he  grew  to  manhood.  His  edu- 
cation came  to  him  in  the  main  as  a  pupil  of  McBride 
&  Cross'  Mount  Sylvan  Academy  and  at  Professor 
Orr's  school  at  Omen,  where  many  men  who  subsequently 
became  prominent  in  the  history  of  Texas  were  trained. 
In  1887  Mr.  Huddle  gave  up 'his  studies  find  for  one 
year  was  engaged  in  conducting  the  old  homestead  farm, 
but  in  1888  began  reading  medicine  with  Doctor  Belcher, 
at  Chandler.     Under  the  preceptorship  of  this  able  phy- 


sician and  surgeon,  Doctor  Huddle  was  prepared  for  col- 
lege, and  in  1889  entered  Louisville  (Kentucky)  Med- 
ical College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  his 
degree  in  1891. 

Doctor  Huddle  at  nm-e  located  in  Murchison  for  prac- 
tice, this  hanili't  at  tli;it  time  containing  the  families 
ot  J.  L.  Townlev  an. I  .l.ilin  B.  Murphy,  the  latter  of 
wliom  soon  movcl  to  Atliiiis,  Texas,  to  accept  an  official 
position  in  Henderson  county.  Doctor  Huddle  was  at 
that  time  single,  and  he  at  first  boarded  in  the  Murphy 
home.  He  practiced  out  of  his  medicine  case  until  the 
establishment  of  a  drug  store  and  the  introduction  of 
the  prescription  about  1904,  although  this,  being  a  de- 
cided departure  from  the  old  custom,  was  successfully 
resisted  by  the  people  for  a  time.  Various  characters 
of  fevers  were  prevalent  and  common  that  are  now  rare, 
and  drugs  were  fed  to  the  afflictfed  in  allopathic  doses. 
Doctor  Huddle  brought  about  the  establihsment  of  the 
Murchison  Drug  Company  in  1900,  and  has  been  inter- 
ested in  that  concern  since  the  time  it  was  organized. 
As  a  physician  be  lias  attained  an  enviable  reputation 
and  among  his  pi  iitc-si.mal  brethren  is  known  as  a 
rigid  observer  of  the  luiwiitten  ethics  of  his  calling.  He 
did  not  cease  to  be  a  student  when  he  graduated  from 
college,  for  he  has  continued  to  apply  himself  to  his 
medical  books  and  to  periodicals  of  his  profession  which 
keep  him  well  abreast  of  the  wonderful  advancements 
and  discoveries  which  are  constantly  beiiiy  made.  Ti.ictor 
Huddle  has  found  time  to  engage  in  lines  i.i  a.  liMty  out- 
side of  his  profession,  being  a  partner  in  ili.'  Min.liisun 
Mercantile  Company,  and  the  building  in  wlii.li  il  is 
located,  a  stockholder  in  the  First  State  Bank  of  Mur- 
chison, and  a  farmer  by  proxy,  owning  several  valu- 
able tracts  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Murchison.  He  was 
among  the  first  to  plant  Elberta  orchards  here,  but 
has  lately  decided  that  there  is  little  profit  in  peaches 
and  is  letting  his  orchard  pass  away.  The  tall,  well- 
proportioned  figure  of  Doctor  Huddle  is  a  familiar  sight 
on  the  streets  of  Murchison,  where  he  is  constantly 
being  greeted  by  his  numerous  friends.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat, but  not  a  politician.  In  religion  he  is  a  Presby- 
terian, but  does  not  belong  to  any  church  as  there  is 
none  of  that  denomination  here.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Fra- 
ternal Union  of  America. 

On  April  10,  1895,  Doctor  Huddle  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  Murchison,  to  Miss  Kate  L.  Denton,  daughter 
of  Doctor  Denton,  a  dentist,  who  died  in  Mississippi. 
His  family  then  came  to  Texas  and  his  widow  is  now 
a  resident  of  Murchison  and  the  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren: Mrs.  B.  D.  Ware,  who  is  the  postmistress  of 
Murchison;  J.  O.,  a  railroad  man,  who  died  at  this 
place  in  1913,  and  left  a  family;  John  W.,  a  resident  of 
Tyler,  Texas;  Mrs.  Florence  Wood,  a  resident  of  Athens; 
Mrs.  Huddle,  Frank,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Henderson  and  Anderson  counties,  Texas,  and  Walter 
G.,  residing  in  Murchison.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Huddle 
have  one  daughter,  Grace  Pauline,  who  was  born  March 
1,  1896,  took  a  three-year  course  at  the  Alexander 
College  Institute  at  Jacksonville,  Texas,  and  is  now 
attending  Trinity  University,  W.axahachie,  Texas.  Doc- 
tor Huddle  is  also  a  member  of  the  Henderson  County 
Medical  Association  and  the  State  Medical  Association. 

Matthew  E.  Edgar.  On  May  26,  1910,  Mr.  Edgar 
organized  the  First  State  Bank  of  Eustace  with  a  capital 
of  ten  thousand  dollars.  Since  that  time  he  has  served 
as  its  president,  and  has  made  the  bank  one  of  the  best 
managed  financial  institutions  of  Henderson  county.  The 
vice  president  is  G.  J.  Cook,  and  the  cashier  S.  E.  Brad- 
ley. Mr.  Edgar  is  also  a  director  in  the  Guarantee 
State  Bank  of  Athens,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has 
been  one  of  the  leading  business  men  and  upbuilders  of 
the  town  of  Eustace.  He  has  watched  and  encouraged 
its  prospects  and  welfare  until  the  hamlet  has  given 
way  to  the  village  and  it  seems  that  a  long  road  of 
prosperous  development  is  still  before  this  community. 
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M.  E.  Edgar  was  born  at  StarviUe,  in  Smith  county, 
Texas,  December  30,  1866.  His  boyhood  was  spent  in 
Smith  and  Upshur  counties.  His  grandfather  was  from 
Pennsylvania,  an  early  settler  in  Alabama,  where  he 
was  married  and  reared  a  family  of  four  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Two  of  these  sons  were  killed  while  serving 
in  the  Confederate  army;  another,  Mack,  died  near 
Grand  Saline,  Texas;  John  M.,  the  father  of  the 
Eustace  banker,  died  at  Big  Sandy;  the  daughter  mar- 
ried a  Mr.  Williamson  and  moved  to  San  Saba  county, 
Texas. 

John  M.  Edgar,  who  was  born  about  1831,  was  thrown 
upon  the  world  iu  childhood,  and  his  educational  equip- 
ment was  very  limited.  He  came  to  Texas  when  a  lad 
of  fourteen  yeais.  All  his  lifetime  was  devoted  to  farm- 
ing, and  in  Smith  county  he  married  Miss  Mary  Jones, 
who  died  in  1871,  leaving  children:  Matthew  E.,  and 
Amanda,  who  married  Jack  Mosser,  and  lives  in  Texas. 
The  second  wife  of  John  M.  Edgar  was  Sallie  Kilpat- 
rick,  and  their  eight  sons  and  three  daughters  have  resi- 
dence in   different   sections  of  Texas. 

Matthew  E.  Edgar  remained  on  the  farm  with  his 
father  until  he  was  a  month  and  fourteen  days  past 
his  majority.  While  growing  up  he  had  little  oppor- 
tunity to  attend  school,  and  did  not  give  very  close  at- 
tention to  his  studies  while  he  was  in  the  school  room 
so  that  when  he  reached  his  majority  his  educational 
equipment  would  have  classed  him  as  an  elementary 
pupil.  He  got  into  the  saloon  business  as  a  bar-keeper, 
and  subsequently  opened  a  stock  of  wet  goods  on  his 
own  account.  He  began  the  business  in  Big  Sandy, 
and  when  the  place  voted  ' '  dry ' '  he  moved  to  Tyler, 
and  opened  another  place.  There  he  continued  until 
the  Prohibition  sentiment  overturned  things  and  closed 
up  all  the  saloons.  His  next  move  was  to  Athens,  and 
the  same  performance  was  repeated  there.  Then  he 
sought  an  opening  at  Eustace,  where  he  was  permitted 
to  conduct  business  until  December  30,  1909,  when  he 
closed  his  place  as  a  result  of  a  dry  vote,  and  quit 
the  business  after  having  followed  it  for  twenty-two 
years,  always  pursued  by  the  hostile  public  opinion 
which  for  years  has  been  menacing  the  liquor  business 
throughout  Texas.  Having  been  ' '  voted  out ' '  of  busi- 
ness lour  times,  Mr.  Edgar  sought  a  new  field,  and  thus 
turned  his  attention  to  banking,  with  what  results  has 
already  been  stated.  As  one  of  the  vigorous  promoters 
of  Eustace  welfare,  Mr.  Edgar  stands  out  as  the  father 
of  the  wet  side  portion  of  the  town,  where  his  row  of 
five  business  houses  stand. 

Mr.  Edgar  has  never  been  in  politics  except  in  local 
affairs,  and  is  a  Democrat,  his  father  having  followed 
the  same  political  cleavage,  and  having  fought  as  a 
soldier  of  the  south.  On  Christmas  Day  of  1902  at 
Overton,  Texas,  Mr.  Edgar  married  Miss  Annie  Oliver, 
a  daughter  of  WU^  Oliver,  a  Tennesseean,  who  came 
to  Texas  many  years  ago,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Confed- 
eracy and  followed  a  career  as  a  farmer.  Wiley  Oliver 
married  a  Miss  Green.  Mrs.  Edgar  was  one  of  two 
daughters  and  four  sons.  The  children  of  Mr.  Edgar  and 
wife  are  Wilbur  and  Dotthie  Lee. 

Michael  Rotux>'0.  Among  the  prosperous  enter- 
prises of  El  Paso  >vhich  supplies  a  trade  throughout 
west  Texas  and  the  adjoining  states  of  New  Mexico  and 
Arizona  is  the  marble  and  general  stone-cutting  estab- 
lishment of  Michael  Eotunno,  who  maintains  a  large 
plant  for  the  cutting  and  finishing  of  monuments  and 
general  ornamental  stoneware  of  all  kinds  and  who  ships 
his  products  throughout  this  state  and  the  two  new 
states  of  the  west,  and  into  old  Mexico  and  even  as  far 
as  California.  Mr.  Eotunno  is  one  of  the  most  skillful 
men  in  his  trade  in  the  State  of  Texas  and  has  his  ap- 
prenticeship back  in  the  nation  of  art,  where  he  learned 
marble  cutting  business  in  the  atmosphere  of  old  Italy. 

Michael  Eotunno  was  born  in  Italv  in  1856.     His  fa- 


ther was  Joseph  and  his  mother  Catherine  Eotunno,  both 
of  whom  were  Italians  by  birth,  and  they  came  to 
America  about  1876.  In  this  country  the  father  be- 
came a  farmer  and  cattle  raiser.  Educated  in  the 
schools  of  Italy,  Michael  Eotunno  at  the  early  age  of 
twelve  years  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  marble 
cutter 's  trade,  and  served  under  skillful  masters  and  with 
the  most  perfect  models  of  his  art  at  the  city  of  Padule. 
About  1878  he  came  to  America  and  during  the  following 
six  years  had  a  varied  experience  as  a  journeyman  and 
workman  in  the  different  cities  and  states  of  the  coun- 
try, his  various  locations  during  this  time  being  as  fol- 
lows :  Prom  New  York,  where  he  remained  a  short  time, 
he  removed  into  Canada,  locating  first  at  St.  Catherines; 
was  in  Chicago  for  a  time;  then  in  St.  Louis;  then  in 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  also  in  Chattanooga  of  the 
same  state ;  came  into  the  southwest  and  located  first  at 
Dallas,  then  in  Austin,  then  in  San  Antonio,  and  also  in 
Fort  Worth ;  was  at  Las  Vegas,  New  Mexico,  and  in 
Santa  Fe  and  also  Albuquerque,  and  from  Albuquerque 
moved  to  El  Paso  in  1S84,  where  he  established  his  pres- 
ent business  on  a  small  scale  and  in  thirty  years  has 
built  it  up  to  be  the  most  extensive  and  best  equipped  in 
workmanship  and  general  service  in  this  city. 

In  politics  Mr.  Eotunno  has  been  an  independent  voter, 
giving  less  attention  to  the  party  than  to  the  man  and 
the  principles  involved.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Woodmen  of  the  W^orld.  He  was  reared  in  the 
Catholic  faith,  having  been  taken  into  the  church  early 
in  life.  About  twenty-two  years  ago  he  married  in  El 
Paso  Miss  Anne  Dellbuno,  a  daughter  of  Frank  and 
Eose  Dellbuno,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Italy,  and 
came  to  America  a  number  of  years  ago.  As  a  resident 
of  El  Paso  since  the  early  stage  of  its  commercial  de- 
velopment, Mr.  Eotunno  has  been  a  witness  of  practically 
every  phase  of  its  history  and  is  one  of  the  loyal  and  en- 
thusiastic citizens  of  this  section  of  the  state  and  enjoys 
the  high  esteem  of  all  his  fellow  citizens,  most  of  whom 
he  has  known  since  the  beginning  of  their  residence. 

LoBEL  A.  C.\RLTON.  Senior  member  of  the  law  firm 
of  Carlton,  Townes  cS-  Townes,  with  offices  in  the  Stew- 
art Building  at  Houston,  and  also  maintaining  offices 
in  Beaumont,  Mr.  Carlton  has  been  identified  with  the 
Texas  bar  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  has  practiced 
with  unusual  success  and  enjoyed  large  and  influential 
connections  with  business   and   social   affairs. 

Lobel  A.  Carlton  was  born  in  the  state  of  Alabama, 
a  son  of  Dr.  Snider  M.  and  Nancy  (Satterwhite)  Carl- 
ton. His  parents  in  1872  moved  to  Texas,  Fettling  first 
in  Panola  county,  and  later  moved  to  Henderson  in  Eusk 
county.  The  father  was  a  physician,  and  spent  many 
years  of  practice  in  Eusk  county. 

Educated  in  the  schools  at  Henderson.  Mr.  Carlton 
subsequently  entered  the  University  of  Texas,  and  pur- 
sued the  general  academic  courses  at  that  institution 
until  his  graduation  as  Bachelor  of  Literature  in  1S87. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  studied  law,  and  immediately 
on  graduating,  without  any  further  preparation,  applied 
to  the  Supreme  Court  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
Thus  he  began  his  active  career  in  the  law  in  1887,  and 
first  had  an  office  at  Hillsboro.  During  the  great  indus- 
trial and  commercial  development  at  Beaumont  he  es- 
tablished practice  there  and  became  one  of  the  best  known 
lawyers  of  the  city.  In  1906  he  associated  with  himself 
Mr."  Edgar  E.  Townes.  Then  in  1911  he  came  to  Houston 
and  opened  an  office  here  under  the  firm  name  of  Carl- 
ton, Townes  &  Townes,  Ernest  W.  Townes  at  that  time 
becoming  another  member  of  the  firm.  The  Beaumont 
ofiSce  is  still  in  charge  of  Mr.  Edgar  E.  Townes,  while 
Mr.  Carlton  and  Ernest  W.  Townes  attend  to  the  affairs 
of  the  Houston  office.  During  his  residence  in  Beaumont, 
Mr.  Carlton  became  closely  identified  as  an  officer  and 
director  with  many  of  the  local  corporations,  and  is 
also  prominent  in  civic  and  social  affairs  of  that  city. 
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He  is  a  member  of  the  various  clubs  of  Beaumout  and 
Houston. 

Honorable  'William  J.  Kussell.  Prosperously  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  a  profession  demandmg  a  large 
measure  of  veritable  talent  in  addition  to  a  vast  amount 
of  hard  work,  Honorable  William  J.  Eussell,  of  Browns- 
ville, has  won  success  through  a  wise  application  of 
his  native  and  acquired  ability  and  skill,  and  gained  a 
position  of  note  among  the  able  and  influential  members 
of  the  Texas  bar.  He  was  born  in  Fayette  county, 
Texas,  in  18(55,  of  pioneer  descent.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, also  named  William  J.  Eussell,  migrated  from 
his  native  state.  North  Carolina,  to  Texas,  in  the 
twenties,  and  fought,  under  General  Houston,  in  the 
battles  of  1836,  for  Texas  independence. 

William  H.  and  Miriam  (Williams)  Kussell,  Mr.  Rus- 
sell's parents,  are  neither  of  them  living.  The  father, 
who  was  born  in  Brazoria  county,  Texas,  came  from 
there  to  Cameron  county  in  1870,  and  subsequently  made 
his  home  in  Brownsville. 

But  five  years  old  when  brought  to  Brownsville,  Wil- 
liam J.  Eussell  laid  a  substantial  foundation  for  his  fu- 
ture education  in  the  public  schools,  and  later  turned 
his  attention  to  the  study  of  law,  for  which  he  was  well 
adapted.  Admitted  to  the  bar  at  Brownsville  in  1S92, 
he  at  once  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  his  chosen 
profession,  and  has  met  with  eminent  success  as  a 
lawyer. 

Taking  a  genuine .  interest  in  public  matters,  Mr. 
Eussell  has  served  ably  and  acceptably  in  many  posi- 
tions of  responsibility.  During  the  second  administration 
of  President  Cleveland  he  was  Brownsville 's  postmaster, 
and  for  two  terms  he  served  as  city  attorney.  In  1903 
and  1904  he  was  county  judge  of  Cameron  county,  and 
now,  in  January,  1913,  is  United  States  Commissioner 
and  referee  in  bankruptcy  for  the  United  States  Court. 
He  has  also  rendered  his  district  valuable  service  as  a 
representative  to  the  State  Legislature,  having  been 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  during  the 
twenty-third,  twenty-sixth,  twenty-seventh  and  twenty- 
eighth  sessions. 

Eli  a.  Johnston,  M.  D.  In  the  minds  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  Amarillo  the  name  of  Dr.  Eli 
A.  Johnston  at  once  suggests  the  proud  position  which 
the  city  has  attained  in  medical  centers  of  the  Lone  Star 
State.  Although  not  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  city,  he 
has  witnessed  the  wonderful  growth  of  the  community 
within  the  past  decade,  and  has  played  no  small  part 
himself  in  bringing  about  the  change  and  development 
that  have  been  such  a  source  of  pride  to  the  citi?ens 
of  Amarillo.  Dr.  Johnston  was  born  at  Troy,  Alabama, 
March  21,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  A.  C.  and  Rebecca 
C.  (Simmons)  Johnston,  natives  of  North  Carolina  who 
early  moved  to  Alabama.  In  1859  the  family  loi-atcd  in 
Arkansas,  and  there  Dr.  A.  C.  Johnson  was  engaged  in 
an  extensive  practice  until  1863,  when  he  brought  his 
family  to  Texas  and  settled  in  Hopkins  county.  At  the 
close  of  the  struggle  between  the  North  and  the  South, 
in  1865.  he  returned  to  Arkansas,  and  there  continued 
in  practice  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  wh'ich  occurred 
in  his  eighty-fourth  year.  His  widow  still  survives 
him,  aged  eighty-four  years,  and  is  a  resident  of  Arkan- 
sas. They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  Eli  A.  being  the  oldest. 

Eli  A.  Johnston  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Arkansas,  subsequently  entering  the 
University  of  Arkansas,  but  left  that  institution  before 
his  graduation.  During  the  years  of  1876  and  1877  he 
attended  the  St.  Louis  Eclectic  College,  and  graduated, 
and  in  the  latter  year  returned  to  Arkansas  and  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession,  continuing  there. un- 
til 1886.  He  then  entered  Memphis  Hospital  Medical 
College,  for  further  study,  and  was  graduated  there- 
from  in    1887,   then   again   returning   to    Arkansas    and 


continuing  there  until  1SS9.  At  this  time  he  came  to 
Henrietta,  Texas,  where  he  continued  in  practice  until 
1901,  and  since  that  year  has  made  the  city  of  Amarillo 
his  field  of  endeavor.  He  has  continued  his  studies, 
taking  post-graduate  work  at  Chicago  in  19U.5,  at  New 
Orleans  in  1907  and  at  New  York  in  19u9,  and  has  kept 
fully  abreast  of  the  changes  and  scientific  discoveries 
of  his  profession  by  subscription  to  the  leading  medical 
periodicals  of  the  day  and  close  attention  to  the  work 
of  the  State  and  county  medical  societies,  the  American 
Medical  Association  and  the  American  Congress  of  Sur- 
geons, in  all  of  which  he  holds  membership.  Of  strong 
character,  he  is  possessed  of  uncommon  energy  and 
spirit.  His  abundant  labors,  his  varied  experiences  and 
his  ceaseless  activity  have  not  abated  the  vivacity  of 
his  disposition  or  the  energy  of  his  character,  and  he 
continues  to  take  a  keen  interest  in  the  material  welfare 
of  the  city  that  he  has  seen  grow  from  a  community  of 
1200  souls.  Indeed,  the  Doctor  has  implicit  confidence 
in  the  future  of  Amarillo,  which,  aside  from  its  ad- 
vantages as  a  health  resort,  he  believes  is  the  logical  dis- 
tributing point  between  Denver,  Fort  Worth  and  El 
Paso.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  but  has 
had  no  personal  aspirations  for  public  life.  He  has 
shown  an  interest  in  fraternal  work,  having  attained 
to  the  Shriner  and  Scottish  Rite  degrees  in  Masonry, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Elks,  the  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Knights  of  Pvthias  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 
With  his  family  he  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  career,  from  the  days  when  with  youthful 
energy  and  ambition  he  worked  his  own  way  through 
school,  has  been  one  of  constant  endeavor  and  steady 
advancement,  and  he  well  deserves  the  material  success 
that  has  come  to  him  as  well  as  the  position  he  occu- 
pies as  one  of  the  foremost  physicians  of  this  section. 

Dr.  Johnston  was  married  in  November.  1874,  at  Louis- 
ville, Arkansas,  to  Mifs  Virginia  J.  Featherston,  daugh- 
ter of  T.  J.  Featherston,  of  Lewisville,  Arkansas,  and 
five  children  were  born  to  this  union. 

Judge  Hiram  M.  Garwood.  Few  men  of  Houston  have 
been  more  conspicuously  or  worthUy  identified  with  the 
professional  or  political  life  of  this  section  of  the  state 
than  has  Judge  Hiram  M.  Garwood,  member  of  the  firm 
of  Baker,  Botts,  Parker  &  Garwood  for  some  years  past, 
one  time  state  representative  and  later  state  senator, 
with  a  term  as  county  judge  of  Bastrop  county  inter- 
vening between  the  periods  of  his  legislative  service.  He 
has  won  distinctive  laurels  in  his  profession  and  in  his 
public  service,  and  is  well  worthy  of  place  in  a  work 
of  the  nature  of  this  publication. 

Judge  Garwood  was  born  at  Bastrop,  Texas,  on  Janu- 
ary if,  1864,  and  is  the  son  of  Calvin  B.  and  Frances  B. 
(Walker)  Garwood.  The  father  was  born  in  Bellefon- 
taine,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Texas  about  1852.  He  was 
a  representative  of  the  Garwood  family  of  Quaker  asso- 
ciations, the  family  being  of  the  original  William  Penn 
Colonv  at  Philadelphia.  Calvin  Garwood  served  through- 
out the  Civil  war  as  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  array, 
and  was  a  prominent  and  useful  citizen  in  the  community 
where  he  so  long  made  his  home.  The  mother  of  the 
subject  was  born  in  Columbia,  Tennessee,  her  faiuily 
having  come  originally -from  North  Carolina,  where  they 
were  early  settlers  of  the  state. 

Hiram  Garwood  received  an  excellent  education,  fin- 
ishing in  the  Universitv  of  the  South,  at  Sewanee,  Ten- 
nessee, and  graduating  therefrom  in  1SS3  with  the  de- 
gree of  B.  S.  He  then  entered  upon  the  study  ot  law 
in  the  office  of  Gov.  Joseph  D.  Snyrc-=  nt  R:,«trop,  Texas, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  ii.  I^-".  -in  >•  ^yh.ch  time 
he  has  been  associated  m  partii.  i>liip  >  iili  j  ol.  u.  u. 
Jones,  B.  D.  Oergain,  and  Jonntl.,,.,  '  ■'";■,  'f"  "!'"" 
ing  his  present  connection  with  the  firm  .it  Baker,  Botts, 
Parker  &  Garwood.  .  ,.•      „i; 

Judge  Garwood  has  been  prominent  in  Democratic  poli- 
tics and  in   1886  was  elected  state  representative  from 
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Bastrop  county,  serving  a  two-year  term  in  that  office. 
He  became  county  judge  of  Bastrop  county  in  1SS8, 
and  from  1890  to  1892  represented  Lee,  Bastrop  and 
Fayette  counties  in  the  state  senate.  His  service  in  all 
these  offices  was  of  a  high  order,  creditable  both  to  hiin 
and  to  the  state. 

Judge  Garwood  has  long  been  concerned  in  the  wel- 
fare of  his  Alma  Mater  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Eegents  of  the  University  of  Texas  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  is  accounted  one  of  the  most  valuable 
friends'of  the  University  to  be  found  in  the  state  today. 
Long  popular  in  the  legal  fraternity,  he  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Texas  State  Bar  Association.  His  fraternal 
connections  are  wide  in  their  scope,  embracing  Masonry 
in  its  various  branches,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
In  the  former  order  he  has  membership  in  the  Eoyal 
Arch  Masons,  the  Knights  Templar  and  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Kobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His  col- 
lege fraternity  is  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega,  and  in  Houston 
he  has  membership  in  the  Thalian  Club,  the  Houston 
Club  and  the  Houston  Country  Club. 

Judge  Garwood  was  married  in  1890  to  Miss  Hattie 
Page,  "the  daughter  of  Col.  Paul  D.  Page,  a  prominent 
attorney  of  Bryan,  Texas,  where  Mrs.  Garwood  was 
reared.  Three  children  have  been  born  of  their  union — ■ 
Calvin,  St.  John  and  Louise.  The  family  home  is  at 
1619  Fannin  street. 

E.  A.  Clousxitzer.  One  of  the  local  industries  which 
has  done  much  to  give  Quanah  a  place  among  the  well 
improved  and  finished  cities  of  Texas  is  the  electric 
light  and  ice  plant,  which  supplies  light  and  power  as 
well  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  commodities  in  use  by 
the  people  of  this  community.  The  founder  of  this  local 
industry  was  V.r.  E.  A.  Clousnitzer,  and  he  has  since 
been  its  proprietor  and  active  manager. 

E.  A.  Clousnitzer  is  a  native  of  Germany,  born  in  the 
city  of  Dresden,  January  3,  1869,  the  youngest  of  twelve 
children  born  to  Frederick  Augustus  and  Christina  Ame- 
lia (Eisbrieht)  Clousnitzer.  The  parents,  both  natives 
of  Germany,  moved  to  America  in  1837,  and  located  in 
Texas.  The  father,  who  by  profession  was  a  mining  en- 
gineer, took  up  farming  and  stock  raising  in  Texas,  and 
he  lived  in  this  state  until  his  death  in  1S95,  when  he 
was  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  The  mother  also  died 
in  Texas,  in  1893,  aged  sixty-eight  years. 

Mr.  Clousnitzer  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  and  had 
the  advantages  of  the  excellent  technical  schools 
of  that  country.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  in  the 
machinist  trade,  and  when  he  had  finished  that  prepara- 
tion he  came  to  America  and  formed  a  home  in  Texas. 
After  a  short  period  as  a  farmer  he  went  to  work  at  his 
trade  in  Houston  and  was  for  a  time  employed  in  the 
railroad  shops  of  that  city.  His  next  move  took  him  to 
old  Mexico,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  locomotive  en- 
gineer on  the  Inter  &  JNIexican  Central  Eailroad  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  then  became  a  stationary  en- 
gineer at  Taylor,  Texas,  and  from  there  he  went  to  San 
Angelo  as  superintendent  of  the  San  Angelo  water- 
works. Some  years  later  he  took  up  the  special  work  in 
which  he  has  been  so  successful,  that  of  installing  elec- 
tric light  and  ice  systems. 

Mr.  Clousnitzer  is  the  pioneer  electrical  engineer  of 
this  part  of  the  state,  and  it  is  he  who  promoted  most 
of  the  plants  along  the  line  of  the  Fort  Worth  &  Den- 
ver Eailroad  lines.  He  had  in  charge  the  work  of  install- 
ing plants  at  Colorado  City,  Bowie,  Wichita  Falls,  and 
Vernon,  and  in  1902  he  came  to  Quanah  and  installed 
the  splendid  electric  light  and  ice  plant  here  operating. 
It  is  a  large  and  important  industry,  and  represents  a 
goodly  amount  of  capital,  the  machinery  for  such  a  sys- 
tem being  very  intricate  and  costly,  both  for  the  gener- 
ation of  electric  power  and  the  manufacture  of  ice. 

Mr.  Clousnitzer  is  a  Democrat  in  his  politics,  but  has 
never  entered  the  political  arena  to  any  extent.  He  is 
affiliated  with  Masonry  in  the  Knights  Templar  body,  and 


with   the    Independent    Order   of    Odd   Fellows   and   the 
Woodmen  of  the  World.     His  church  is  the  Methodist. 

At  Colorado,  Texas,  on  May  24,  1897,  Mr.  Clousnitzer 
was  married  to  Miss  Ella  Lee,  a  daughter  of  W.  E.  and 
Sylvesta  (Young)  Lee.  Her  father  is  now  deceased,  and 
was  one  of  the  old  timers  of  Texas,  having  moved  to  this 
state  from  Tennessee  in  the  early  forties.  The  three 
children  of  Mr.  Clousnitzer  and  his  wife  are:  Irene, 
born  at  Colorado  City  in  1898  and  now  attending  high 
school;  Fern,  born  in  Quanah,  January  20,  1903,  and 
also  attending  school;  and  Colvin,  born  in  Quanah,  May 
29,  1904. 

Mr.  Clousnitzer  is  one  of  the  very  prosperous  citizens 
of  Quanah,  and  his  prosperity  is  the  more  satisfactory 
since  it  is  the  result  of  his  own  .unaided  efforts  and  en- 
terprise. Besides  the  large  business  of  which  he  is  the 
owner  and  proprietor,  he  and  his  family  live  in  a  very 
handsome  residence  in  Quanah,  their  home  being  one 
of  the  show  places  of  the  city. 

There  are  some  who  believe  that  Mr.  Clousnitzer  bears 
a  charmed  existence,  else  he  would  not  otherwise  be 
among  the  active  members  of  society  in  Quanah  today, 
for  he  has  had  experiences  in  the  past  few  years  that 
are  fortunately  not  the  lot  of  every  man.  In  October, 
1906,  Mr.  Clousnitzer,  who  is  one  of  the  best  known 
huntsmen  in  the  state,  accidentally  emptied  a  charge  of 
gunshot  into  his  arm  at  the  shoulder.  His  life  was 
despaired  of  for  weeks,  but  modern  surgery,  aided  by 
his  wonderful  constitution  and  clean  blood,  resulted  in 
a  perfect  recovery,  though  his  arm,  as  the  result  of  the 
operation  performed,  is  three  inches  shorter  than  the 
other.  However,  he  has  perfect  control  of  that  member 
and.  though  short,  is  considerably  better  than  no  arm 
at  all,  as  Mr.  Clousnitzer  will  readily  attest. 

Again,  on  May  12,  1913,  while  crossing  the  tracks  of 
the  Fort  Worth  &  Denver  Eailroad,  less  than  three  hun- 
dred feet  from  his  house,  his  automobile  was  struck  by 
a  fast  train,  which  was  obscured  from  view  by  some  box 
cars  on  the  siding,  and  Mr.  Clousnitzer  was  thrown  a 
distance  of  seventy-nine  feet,  hurtling  through  the  air, 
his  flight  being  stopped  at  last  by  a  fence  post.  The 
machine,  which  was  thrown  a  distance  of  something  like 
forty  feet,  was  literally  smashed  into  kindling.  Mr. 
Clousnitzer  kept  his  bed  three  weeks,  but  the  experience 
was  not  sufficient  to  conquer  him  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  he  was  able  to  be  about  again,  while  he  is  now, 
some  two  months  later,  enjoying  the  most  perfect  health. 

Hamilton  B.  McDowell.  As  manager  at  El  Paso 
of  the  Western  Woodware  Manufacturing  Company, 
Mr.  McDowell  is  at  the  head  of  the  largest  enterprise 
of  the  kind  in  the  southwest,  and  has  the  management 
of  a  large  force  of  men  and  the  direction  of  the  sale 
and  general  distribution  of  a  large  product.  Mr.  Mc- 
Dowell represents  the  young  and  progressive  business 
enterprise  of  this  western  city,  and  stands  high  among 
all  his  associates  in  this  city. 

HamOton  B.  McDowell  was  born  at  Lampasas,  Texas, 
September  14,  1877,  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren born  to  W.  J.  and  Jennie  (Corbin)  McDowell. 
The  father,  who  was  also  born  in  Texas,  was  one  of 
the  early  families  which  settled  in  this  state  received  his 
education  at  Lampasas  and  later  entered  the  mercantile 
and  machinerv  business.  Subsequently  he  moved  to  Ari- 
zona, where  he  is  still  a  resident,  being  now  fifty-eight 
years  of  age,  and  for  many  years  having  been  active  as 
a  farmer  and  rancher  in  Texas.  He  is  now  a  builder 
and  contractor  at  Clifton,  Arizona.  The  mother,  who 
was  born  in  Mississippi,  came  to  Texas  when  a  girl, 
was  married  in  this  state  and  is  now  fifty-five  years  of 

'^As  a  child  Mr.  McDowell  attended  the  public  schools 
in -Lampasas  for  some  time,  and  subsequently  went  to 
Montana.  In  that  state  he  attended  the  high  school  in 
Great  Falls,  and  also  a  business  college  where  he  com- 
pleted  his   course   in    1901.      His   active   and   successful 
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business  career  has  been  passed  in  a  little  more  than 
ten  years,  and  few  men  have  more  to  show  for  twelve 
years  of  activity.  He  went  to  Arizona  after  leaving 
school  and  became  connected  with  a  merchandising  es- 
tablishment there,  where  he  remained  for  six  years.  His 
next  field  of  enterprise  was  in  Chihuahua,  Mexico,  where 
he  continued  for  one  year  in  work  in  merchandising, 
and  then  in  1909  came  to  El  Paso  to  take  charge  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Western  Woodware  Company,  incorporated. 
Under  his  supervision  in  this  establishment  are  twenty- 
five  employes,  and  the  output  of  this  plant  is  distributed 
widely  throughout  this  state  and  adjoining  southwestern 
states  and  through  old  Mexico. 

Mr.  McDowell  also  owns  considerable  valuable  real 
estate  in  El  Paso.  He  has  succeeded  well  in  business 
affairs  and  is  a  popular  member  in  social  and  civic 
circles.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
Order  and  the  Travelers'  Protective  Association.  His 
politics  is  Republican.  On  September  4,  1902,  at 
Lampasas,  his  native  town,  Mr.  McDowell  married  Miss 
Emma  Home,  her  parents  having  been  old  residents  of 
Lampasas,  where  her  father  still  lives.  The  one  child 
born  of  their  marriage,  on  September  19,  1905,  at  Clif- 
ton, Arizona,  is  Miss  Euth  Virginia  McDowell.  She  is 
now  attending  school  in  El  Paso.  Mr.  McDowell  is 
fond  of  all  outdoor  sports,  and  enters  actively  into  com- 
munity and  social  affairs,  his  name  usually  being  linked 
with  all  public  spirited  enterprises  and  the  social  ac- 
tivities of  the  better  class. 

Lacy  W.  Dalton.  In  a  practice  of  a  quarter  century  's 
duration,  the  late  Mr.  Dalton  was  identified  with  west 
Texas  the  greater  portion  of  this  time,  and  accepted  and 
utilized  all  the  opportunities  for  his  personal  advance- 
ment and  for  real  public  service  to  the  communities  in 
which  he  made  his  home.  He  was  recognized  as  an  able 
lawyer,  and  for  ten  years  preceding  his  death  enjoyed  a 
very  extensive  clientage  in  Plainview  and  Hale  county. 

Lacy  W.  Dalton  was  born  at  New  Albany,  Mississippi, 
in  August,  1867,  and  died  October  16,  1913.  The  family 
has  been  identified  with  Texas  more  or  less  continuously 
for  a  much  longer  time.  His  grandfather,  Lacy  W.  Dal- 
ton, for  whom  the  attorney  was  named,  came  from  Henry 
county,  Virginia,  to  Texas,  locating  in  Palestine,  a  num- 
ber of  years  before  the  war,  and  during  his  residence 
there  was  well  known  and  a  close  friend  of  John  H.  Mc- 
Means.  James  Haywood  Dalton,  the  father  of  Lacy 
W.,  was  born  in  Mississippi.  He  came  to  Palestine, 
Texas,  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  but  after  a  short 
time  returned  to  Mississippi,  entered  the  legal  profes- 
sion and  gained  distinction  as  a  lawyer,  and  at  one  time 
represented  his  district  in  the  state  senate.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Second  Mississippi  Eegi- 
ment,  and  made  a  splendid  record  as  a  soldier  of  the 
Confederacy.  He  was  in  the  thick  of  the  fight  at  Gettys- 
burg, in  which  he  was  severely  wounded,  from  which  he 
recovered  eventually  and  then  returned  home.  He  re- 
mained a  resident  of  Mississippi  until  his  death  in  1887, 
at  the  age  of  forty-five.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Martha  Stoval,  who  was  born  in  184.3,  was  edu- 
cated and  married  in  Mississippi,  in  which  state  she 
died  in  1910.  Her  father,  Ezra  Stoval,  a  native  of 
Georgia,  was  one  of  the  old-time  planters  and  slave  hold- 
ers, and  for  a  number  of  years  before  railroads  became 
common  he  owned  steamboats,  operated  a  packet-line  up 
and  down  the  Mississippi  Eiver  between  St.  Louis  and 
New  Orleans. 

Lacy  W.  Dalton,  who  was  the  oldest  of  the  four  sons 
in  the  family  of  his  parents,  from  the  lower  schools 
entered  the  University  of  Mississippi,  where  he  was 
graduated  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years.  He  then  entered  the  law  office  of  his  father 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1888,  the  same  year  in 
which  he  attained  his  majority.  Eor  several  years  he 
remained  in  practice  in  Mississippi,  but  in  1891  came  to 
Texas,- located  at  Seymour,  in  Baylor  county,  where  he 


was  in  practice  for  eleven  years,  and  from  1903  until 
his  death  was  in  Plainview.  In  politics  Mr.  Dalton  was 
a  Democrat  and  his  fraternal  affiliations  were  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and 
the  Modern  Order  of  Pretorians. 

His  marriage  occurred  in  New  Albany,  Mississippi, 
August  8,  1888,  to  Mary  T.  Mitchell,  daughter  of  Thomas 
B.  Mitchell.  The  five  children  born  of  their  marriage 
are:  Mrs.  Mary  Daily,  who  was  born  in  Texas  and  now 
resides  at  Plainview ;  Miss  Patty,  a  high  school  graduate ; 
Jennie  Virginia,  attending  Wayland  College,  Parke  in 
Webb  School,  Bell  Buckle,  Tennessee,  and  Miss  Lacy, 
attending  Wayland  College.  All  the  children  were  born 
in  this  state..  Mrs.  Dalton  still  resides  in  her  home  at 
Plainview. 

Emeby  a.  Smith.  Among  the  young  business  lead- 
ers of  El  Paso,  men  who  have  located  in  this  city  after 
a  thorough  survey  and  investigation  of  commercial  con- 
ditions and  have  embarked  in  their  enterprise  with  the 
determination  to  remain  and  earn  a  prosperity  for  them- 
selves and  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  entire  com- 
munity, Henry  A.  Smith,  and  his  partner,  A.  Eader,  are 
particularly  well  known  and  have  a  high  commercial 
rating  in  the  business  circles  of  this  city. 

Emery  A.  Smith,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  El  Paso 
for  the  past  ten  years  and  identified  with  the  southwest 
throughout  nearly  all  the  years  of  his  active  career,  was 
born  in  Madison  county,  Ohio,  August  2,  1868,  a  son  of 
Charles  B.  and  Mellissa  (Dominy)  Smith.  The  father, 
a  native  of  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  spent  all  his  life  in 
that  state,  and  by  occupation  was  a  banker  and  stock 
raiser.  His  death  occurred  in  1892,  when  fifty-two  years 
of  age.  He  was  a  young  man  at  the  time  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  enlisted  and  got  as  far  as  Camp  Chase,  at  which 
point  the  troops  were  disbanded.  The  mother  was  also 
born  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  was  married  there,  and  her 
death  occurred  in  1891,  when  she  was  forty-eight  years 
of  age. 

Mr.  Emery  A.  Smith,  the  third  in  a  family  of  four 
children,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Ohio  untQ  he 
was  ready  to  begin  work  for  himself,  and  his  first  busi- 
ness experience  was  in  farming  and  in  a  general  store 
at  Hyatts,  Ohio.  After  one  year  there,  however,  he 
came  into  the  southwest,  and  for  six  years  was  with  the 
Santa  Fe  Eailroad  in  New  Mexico.  From  railroading 
he  drifted  into  the  mining  camps  of  New  Mexico,  where 
he  had  a  varied  experience  for  one  year,  and  then  for 
two  years  was  at  Douglas,  Arizona.  In  1903  Mr.  Smith 
came  to  El  Paso,  and  as  a  result  of  his  hard  experience 
during  the  preceding  years  was  in  poor  health,  so  that 
for  several  years  he  did  little  more  than  recuperate. 
He  then  established  the  El  Paso  Carriage  Works  in  1907, 
having  as  his  associate  Mr.  Harry  A.  Eader.  This  busi- 
ness the  partners  have  developed  to  extensive  propor- 
tions and  they  occupv  quarters  in  several  thousand  feet 
of  floor  space  and  equipped  with  the  most  modern  ma- 
chinery for  the  work.  In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  inde- 
pendent. 

On  June  10,  1912,  in  El  Paso,  Mr.  Smith  married  Mrs. 
Lizzie  Leech. 

Harrt  a.  Eader.  The  partner  of  Mr.  Smith  in  his 
business  enterprise  at  El  Paso,  Harry  A.  Eader,  was 
born  in  Wilkesbarre,  Penns.vlvania,  1872,  a  son  of 
Thurston  and  Emma  (Knoll)  Eader.  His  father  and 
mother  were  both  born  in  Penns.vlvania  and  the  mother 
is  now  living  with  her  son  in  El  Paso  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years.  The  father  was  for  many  years  a 
locomotive  engineer,  and  some  years  ago  moved  to  El 
Paso,  where  his  death  occurred' in  1907  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years.  There  were  four  chihlren  in  the  family, 
of  whom  Harry  A.  was  the  second.  His  childhood  and 
early  youth  w"ere  passed  in  California  and  El  Paso 
chiefly,  and  it  was  in   the  public  schools  of  these  two 
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localities  that  he  attained  his  education.  He  left  school 
before  graduating  in  order  to  be,i;i"  work  for  the  Gal- 
veston, Harrisburg  &  San  Antonio  Eailway.  The  occu- 
pation for  which  he  was  accepted  in  the  employment  of 
this  company  was  that  of  coach  painter,  and  he  was  for 
fifteen  years  at  work  in  the  shop  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
in  this  trade.  Then,  in  1908,  he  established  himself  as 
a  partner  with  Mr.  Smith,  and  they  have  since  conducted 
a  large  business  in  general  manufacturing,  paintmg  and 
trimming. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Eader  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Order 
of  Elks.  In  polities  he  maintains  an  independent  atti- 
tude and  his  church  is  the  Methodist.  Mr.  Eader  has  a 
large  acquaintance  among  the  leading  business  men  of 
El  Paso,  where  he  has  resided  for  many  years,  and  he 
and  Mr.  Smith  well  uphold  the  title  of  progressive  busi- 
ness men  and  citizens. 

Fkank  a.  White.  We  have  all  heard  of  brakemen 
who  have  become  railroad  presidents  and  grocer  boys 
who  have  become  judges,  but  although  we  know  these 
things  are  true,  we  feel  that  they  are  often  exaggerated. 
However,  in  Amarillo,  Texas,  Frank  A.  White  can  tell 
a  story  that  sounds  as  much  like  fiction  as  any  novel. 
Mr  White  is  now  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful business  men  in  the  city  of  Amarillo.  He  began 
life  as  a  messenger  boy  and  has  risen  through  hard 
work  and  pluck  and  the  determination  never  to  sleep  at 
his  post  He  has  had  innumerable  difficulties  to  over- 
come and  his  advance  has  not  been  aided  by  good  luck. 
Whatever  he  has  won  he  has  earned  by  hard  work. 

Frank  A.  White  was  born  in  lola,  Allen  county,  Kan- 
sas, on  the  12th  of  December,  1S74,  the  son  of  Joseph  N. 
White  The  latter  was  a  native  of  the  state  of  Indiana 
where  he  was  born  in  1837.  He  grew  up  in  his  native 
state  and  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  the 
111th  Indiana  Infantry.  He  served  as  second  lieutenant 
in  his  company,  being  in  the  Federal  service  for  three 
years  After  the  war  he  returned  home,  but  m  1868 
migrated  to  Kansas  where  he  lived  for  a  time,  carrying 
on  his  businoFS  as  a  builder  and  contractor.  In  1880  he 
removed  to  Lees  Summit,  Missouri,  where  he  resided 
until  1887.  At  the  time  of  his  death  in  1905  he  was 
living  in  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  Joseph  N,  White  mar- 
ried Aliss  Katherine  Garrettson,  a  daughter  of  James  L. 
Garrettson  and  a  native  of  Illinois.  They  were  married 
in  1868  in  Oden,  Illinois,  and  Mrs.  White  died  m  1908 
at  San  Diego,  California,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine.  Three 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White,  and  of  these 
Frank  A.  White  was  the  youngest. 

Frank  A.  White  went  to  school  in  Kansas  City  and 
in  Lees  Summit,  Missouri.  He  had  to  leave  school  at 
the  age  of  twelve,  however,  and  he  gained  the  remainder 
of  his  education  by  studying  by  himself  and  by  wide 
reading.  As  a  boy  he  sold  papers  in  Kansas  City  and 
in  Lees  Summit,  and  he  also  worked  as  a  messenger  boy. 
His  first  real  position  of  any  importance  was  with  the 
Home  Telegraph  and  Signal  Company,  of  Kansas  City, 
with  whom  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  business. 
He  next  entered  the  employ  of  the  Postal  Telegraph 
Company  as  delivery  clerk  and  upon  leaving  their  em- 
ploy he'  entered  that  of  the  Interstate  Electric  Light 
Company,  being  employed  in  the  battery  department. 
He  never  lost  an  opportunity  in  any  of  these  positions 
to  learn  everything  he  could'  about  the  business  and  he 
was  so  valuable  an  employee  that  when  the  company 
failed  he  had  no  difficulty  'in  securing  a  place  with  the 
Edison  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company,  which  is 
now  known  as  the  Kansas  City  Electric  Light  Company. 
He  entered  their  offices  as  station  office  boy  and  re- 
mained with  them  for  sixteen  and  a  half  years.  He  was 
steadily  promoted  for  efficiency,  working  in  turn  m 
everv  department,  until  in  1906  when  he  left  the  employ 
of  this  company  he  was  assistant  to  the  general  manager 
and  one  of  the' influential  men  in  the  company. 


In  August,  1906,  he  determined  to  resign  to  go  into 
business  for  himself.  He  entered  the  business  world  as 
a  manufacturer  of  chandeliers  and  brasses  in  Kansas 
City,  but  the  business  proved  a  failure  and  Mr.  White 
lost  all  that  he  had  saved.  He  then  removed  to  Texas 
and  came  to  Amarillo  in  the  summer  of  1907  to  take 
charge  of  the  Amarillo  Water,  Light  and  Power  Com- 
pany. This  company  is  now  known  as  the  City  Light 
and  Water  Company  and  the  capital  is  owned  by  eastern 
investors.  Mr.  White  is  now  serving  as  general  manager 
and  his  work  while  with  this  company  has  won  much 
admiration,  for  the  position  has  been  a  difficult  one. 
In  March,  1909,  the  company  was  put  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  White,  as  receiver,  by  the  United  States  courts, 
he  having  been  manager  for  eighteen  months.  In  the 
month  of  June,  1912,  he  was  able  to  return  the  company 
to  its  original  owners,  having  increased  the  business 
fourfold.  He  was  able  to  liquidate  every  indebtedness, 
giving  one  hundred  cents  on  the  dollar,  and  giving  a 
very  nice  dividend  to  the  stockholders.  It  was  a  big 
task  and  he  handled  it  in  a  masterly  manner. 

In  addition  to  his  work  as  general  manager  of  the 
above  company,  he  is  vice  president  of  the  First  State 
Bank  and  also  a  director  and  general  manager  of  the 
Amarillo  Street  Eailway  Company.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  has  been  treasurer  of  the 
traffic  bureau  for  the  past  five  years. 

In  politics  Mr.  White  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  has  never  cared  to  hold  office  and  of  late 
has  taken  no  active  part  in  politics.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  of  the  Eejuvenated  Sons  of  Jove. 
In  religious  matters  he  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  He  cares  little  for  fraternal  or  social  affairs, 
being  devoted  to  his  family  and  finding  his  recreation  in 
his  home. 

Mr.  White  was  married  in  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  on 
the  12th  of  September,  1893,  to  Miss  Isabel  Stone,  who 
was  a  native  of  Oakland,  California,  and  a  daughter  of 
Jefferson  and  Minnie  Stone.  Five  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White:  Euth  Katherine,  born 
June  24,  1895,  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Eugene 
G.  was  born  in  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  on  the  3rd  of 
October,  1898;  Harry  Morton,  born  December  30,  1901, 
died  aged  ten  years;  Frank  A.,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Ama- 
rillo, October  18.  1908;  James  L.  is  also  a  native  of 
Amarillo,  where  he  was  born  on  the  8th  of  January, 
1912. 

Thomas  Jefferson  McCamant,  M.  D.  One  of  the 
best  known  residents  in  this  section  of  Texas  is  Thomas 
Jefferson  McCamant,  of  El  Paso,  Texas.  He  has  been 
for  many  vears  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  this  pa'rt  of  the  state  and  has  won  a  reputation  for 
skillful  work  and  for  closely  following  the  high  ideals 
of  his  profession.  He  has  held  a  number  of  public  posi- 
tions, being  keenly  interested  in  politics  and  in  civic 
matters,  and  he  has  filled  each  post  with  honor  to  him- 
self and  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  his  many  and  warm 
friends. 

Thomas  Jefferson  McCamant  was  born  at  Glenrose, 
Texas,  on  the  27th  of  November,  1874.  He  is  a  son  of 
William  Graham  McCamant,  who  was  born  in  Old  Town, 
Virginia.  William  McCamant  left  his  native  state  in 
1854  and  came  to  Texas  overland,  making  the  journey 
in  a  prairie  schooner.  He  wa-s  a  well  known  civil  and 
mechanical  engineer  and  was  the  government  surveyor 
for  the  counties  of  Erath,  Hood  and  Somerville,  living 
during  that  time  in  the  three  counties,  but  never  changed 
his  repidence.  because  Hood  and  Somerville  were  orig- 
inally contained  in  Erath.  He  was  the  first  settler  in 
Somerville  county,  and  previous  to  locating  in  this 
county  he  lived  for  a  time  at  Greenville,  Texas.  He  was 
in  the  frontier  service  against  the  Indians  under  the 
command  of  Major  Valentine,  and  was  in  a  number  of 
Indian   raids,   in   all   of   which   he  was   so   fortunate   as 
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to  come  out  unscathed.  He  was  later  a  member  of  one 
of  tlie  Texas  regiments  that  fought  on  the  side  of  the 
Confederacy  during  the  Civil  war.  He  died  at  Glen- 
rose,  Texas,  in  1S84.  William  MeCamant  married  Susan 
Gardner,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Virginia,  and  there 
received  her  education.  She  was  married  in  her  native 
state  and  came  to  Texas  with  her  husband,  being  an 
able  helper  to  him  in  those  early  pioneer  days.  She  was 
the  first  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  to  settle  in 
Somervilie  county,  and  when  that  church  was  organized 
in  the  county  there  were  only  two  members,  Mrs.  Me- 
Camant and  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Mr.  David- 
son. During  the  war  she  made  many  of  the  clothes  that 
were  worn  by  the  Texas  soldiers  at  the  front.  Mrs.  Me- 
Camant died"  in  Glenrose  in  1SS6  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three.  Three  children  were  born  to  William  MeCamant 
and  his  wife.  The  eldest,  Mrs.  lola  Graham  Thompson, 
was  born  at  Cranberry,  Texas,  and  died  in  Meridian, 
Texas,  in  1S98.  Mrs.  Margerie  Bobinson,  the  second 
child,  is  still  living  in  the  old  homestead  at  Glenrote. 

Doctor  MeCamant  was  the  youngest  of  the  three  chil- 
dren, and,  although  he  was  born  where  Glenrose  is  now 
located,  at  the  time  of  his  birth  it  was  a  single  log  cabin 
a  half  mile  southwest  of  Barnum's  Mill.  He  attended 
the  old  school,  known  as  Presbyterian  College,  at  Glen- 
rose, and  here  he  was  graduated  in  1894  with  the  degree 
of  B.  S.  After  this  he  worked  for  a  few  years  in  a 
drug  store  in  Glenrose  and  then  determined  to  pursue 
his  scientific  studies  further  and  become  a  physician.  He 
therefore  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  medical 
department  of  Port  Worth  University,  and  in  1902  was 
graduated  with  a  cum  laude,  a  high  honor.  He  began 
to  practice  in  Aspermont,  Texas,  and  remained  there 
for  nine  years,  during  which  time  he  built  up  a  flourish- 
ing practice.  While  living  in  Aspermont  he  took  an  ac- 
tive part  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  community  and 
was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  committee  for  Stone- 
wall county.  He  was  also  campaign  manager  in  Stone- 
wall county  for  W.  E.  Smith  in  both  of  his  campaigns  for 
Congress. 

In  1911  he  was  appointed  state  quarantine  officer  by 
Governor  Colquitt,  and  in  February  of  that  year  he  came 
to  El  Paso,  making  this  city  his  headquarters.  He  has 
taken  up  his  general  practice  also  since  coming  here 
and  this,  together  with  the  duties  attaching  to  his  public 
position,  make  him  a  very  busy  man.  He  has  a  large 
practice  and  is  generally  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  physicians  in  /this  city. 

The  doctor  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Society  and  of  the 
El  Paso  County  Medical  Society.  In  politics  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  always  taken 
a  deep  interest  in  the  various  fraternal  societies  to  which 
he  belongs  and  he  has  lieen  an  active  member  of  the 
Masons  for  nianv  vcais.  He  is  a  mi'inlicr  nt'  llu'  Knights 
Templar  of  ll:isi;'rll,  Trx^is  is  .-i  XoLlr  ..(  111,.  Mv.stic 
Shrine,  beli.ii-m-  to  y\:,\.]:,  Tfiiipl..,  m  i:i  l':,-.i.  imd  he 
is  also  a  Eoyal  Ar.-h  Masuu,  Ijelougiiii;  to  Ludyr  No.  1.57. 
He  holds  membership  in  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  No.  187.  of  El  Paso,  and  the  Loyal  "Order 
of  the  MooFe.  No.  .526. 

In  1912  Doctor  MeCamant  won  much  praise  and  made 
a  number  of  bitter  enemies  through  his  work  as  the  in- 
vestigator of  the  illegal  practitioners  of  medicine,  an 
investigation  that  resulted  in  the  indictment  of  ten 
illegal  practitioners  and  in  the  departure  of  several  from 
the'citv. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  1901,  Doctor  MeCamant  was 
married  to  Miss  Helen  Livermore,  of  Denver,  Colorado, 
the  only  daughter  of  W.  B.  Livermore,  who  now  lives  in 
■^^Tiillets,  California.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  MeCamant  have 
no  children. 

Doctor  MeCamant  believes  that  El  Paso  will  become 
the  leading  city  in  the  state  in  time,  and  he  is  especially 
enthusiastic  over  the  local  administration,  saying  that 
it  is  one  of  the  best  governed  cities  in  the  state,  every 


improvement  that  has  been  made  having  been  carried 
by  the  vote  of  the  people.  Personally  he  hopes  that  he 
may  spend  the  balance  of  his  life  in  this  city,  where  he 
has  made  so  many  friends. 

William  K.  Schutz.  A  solid  business  enterprise  of 
El  Paso  has  a  history  of  its  own  which  illustrates  both 
the  progress  of  the  town  and  the  career  of  one  of  its 
foremost  citizens.  This  is  the  El  Paso  Piano  Company, 
of  which  Mr.  William  E.  Schutz  is  proprietor  and  sole 
owner,  and  which  is  the  largest  concern  of  its  kind  in 
western  Texas.  Mr.  Schutz  in  1900  entered  the  employ 
of  this  piano  company  at  a  salary  of  $30  per  month. 
In  190-i  he  had  so  thoroughly  learned  the  business  and 
become  so  energetic  a  factor  therein  that  he  was  made 
a  partner,  and  in  1908  became  its  sole  owner.  In  1910 
he  bought  the  piano  department  in  the  general  business 
of  the  W.  G.  Walz  Company,  and  in  the  same  year 
erected  his  own  building  on  his  lots  at  the  corner  of 
Myrtle  and  Campbell  streets. 

William  E.  Schutz  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany, 
May  15,  1883,  a  son  of  S.  C.  and  Frieda  Schutz.  Both 
parents  were  natives  of  Germany,  the  father  being  a 
prosperous  merchant.  The  father"  first  came  to  Texas  in 
1865  and  located  at  El  Paso  when  it  was  a  small  village, 
consisting  of  only  a  few  buildings  and  inhabited  almost 
entirely  by  Mexicans.  He  crossed  the  plains  from  San 
Antonio,  and  it  required  six  weeks  for  his  wagons  to 
make  the  overland  trip,  during  which  several  encounters 
were  had  with  the  hostile  Indians  on  the  way.  Several 
years  later  the  father  returned  to  Germany,  where  he 
remained  a  number  of  years.  He  subsequently  returned 
to  El  Paso,  when  it  was  beginning  its  modern  develop- 
ment, and  was  at  one  time  mayor  of  the  city,  besides 
holding  various  other  places  of  responsibility  and  trust. 
The  father,  who  is  still  living,  is  now  a  resident  of 
Mexico  City,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  He  is 
president  of  the  Los  Ocotes  Mining  and  Milling  Com- 
pany, whose  offices  are  in  Mexico  City,  and  the  mines 
located  in  the  state  of  Michoacan,  Mexico.  The  mines 
are  silver  and  gold  property,  and  exceedingly  profitable. 
The  mother  died  in  El  Paso  in  1899  at  the  age  of  forty- 
eight,  and  of  their  six  children  one  is  now  deceased  and 
the  others  are  named  as  follows:  Mrs.  Dr.  Gustav  Hof- 
gaard,  of  Fredrikshald,  Norway;  A.  E.  Schutz,  of  El 
Paso;  H.  H.  Schutz,  of  Los  Lumas,  New  Mexico;  Wil- 
liam R.,  of  El  Paso,  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Dutcher,  of  El  Paso. 
Mr.  W.  E.  Schutz  was  reared  in  El  Paso,  attended  the 
local  schools  and  immediately  after  his  graduation  from 
the  high  school  in  1900  entered  the  employ  of  the  Piano 
Company  and  began  his  rapid  rise  to  business  success 
and  independence.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Order  of 
Elks  in  El  Paso.  In  politics  he  is  independent.  He 
enjoys  a  large  circle  of  friends,  is  very  popular  in  the 
young  society  circles  of  the  city,  and  his  principal  di- 
version is  automobiling. 

H.\RWOOD  J.  SiMMOXS.  Successively  chief  engineer, 
superintendent,  and  now  general  manager  of  the  El  Paso 
&  .'-Southwesforn  Bailway  System,  Mr.  Simmons  began  his 
career  as  an  engineer  when  aliout  twenty  years  of  age, 
and  has  been  identified  in  similar  capacities  with  some 
of  the  largest  railway  systems  of  the  southwest. 

Harwood  J.  Simmons  was  born  near  Adairsville,  in 
Logan  county,  Kentucky,  one  of  the  two  children  of 
Bichard  M.  and  Nannie  (Farmer)  Simmons,  natives 
respectively  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and  both  now 
deceased.  The  mother  died  when  Mr.  Simmons  was 
four  years  of  age.  The  father  was  for  four  years  a 
soldier  in  the  Confederate  army,  serving  under  General 
Forrest  and  being  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh. 
After  the  war  he  became  a  successful  mill  owner  and 
planter  in  Logan  county  and  at  Adairsville.  The  other 
child  in  the  family  was  Lennie,  now  the  wife  of  J.  S. 
I7ambert,  a  resident  of  Bay  Minette,  Alabama. 

Harwood  J.  Simmons  attained  his  early  education  in 
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private  schools  in  Kentucky  and  Birmingham,  Alabama. 
He  followed  his  profession  of  engineering  in  various 
capacities  up  to  August,  1893.  At  that  time  he  was  ap- 
pointed expert  civU  engineer  for  the  railroad  commis- 
sion of  Texas,  and  rendered  services  to  the  commission 
until  1895.  He  resigned  and  accepted  a  place  as  chief 
engineer  for  the  Galveston,  LaPorte  &  Houston  Railroad 
Company.  In  March,  1899,  Mr.  Simmons  resigned  this 
position  to  go  as  superintendent  for  the  Arizona  & 
New  Mexico  Railroad  Company,  with  headquarters  at 
Clifton,  Arizona.  That  work  held  him  during  1900  and 
1901,  and  then  in  the  sjiring  of  1902  he  resigned  and 
came  to  El  Paso  as  chief  engineer  for  the  El  Paso  & 
Southwestern  Eailroad.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year 
he  was  appointed  general  superintendent,  and  then,  in 
December  of  1906,  became  general  manager  of  the 
system. 

Mr.  Simmons  is  a  member  of  the  Toltec  and  the  El 
Paso  Country  Club,  and  he  delights  in  outdoor  sports 
and  athletics  of  all  kinds.  He  was  married  June  12, 
1897,  to  Miss  Nannie  Christian,  a  native  of  Austin, 
Texas,  and  a  daughter  of  Edward  Christian,  who  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Texas  and  formerly  a  well 
known  business  man  at  Austin.  The  two  children  of 
their  marriage  are  Harwood  and  Edward  Simmons.  Mr. 
Simmons  is  a  member  of  the  State  Historical  Society. 
He  owns  a  pleasant  home  at  1029  Eio  Grande  street,  in 
El  Paso.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  fond  of  travel  and  they  spend  their  va- 
cations usually  in  California. 

Otto  H.  Thorman.  On  the  basis  of  work  performed 
and  patronage  accorded,  Mr.  Thorman  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  architects  in  the  southwest,  and  yet  a  young 
man  of  but  twenty-six  years,  and  is  really  only  at  the 
beginning  of  a  career  which  promises  a  very  wide  and 
useful  field  of  professional  service. 

Otto  H.  Thorman  was  born  April  12,  1887,  at  Wash- 
ington, Missouri,  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Fannie 
(Langenberg)  Thorman,  of  German  stock  and  natives 
of  Washington,  Missouri,  where  they  have  spent  all 
their  lives.  Frederick  Thorman,  the  father,  has  been 
for  many  years  engaged  in  the  wholesale  commission 
business  at  Washington,  and  his  other  son,  Walter  T. 
Thorman,  is  associated  with  him  in  business.  Otto  H. 
Thorman  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  Washing- 
ton, Missouri,  and  then  entered  the  Washington  Uni- 
versity at  St.  Louis,  subsequently  becoming  a  student 
in  the  St.  Louis  Art  Institute.  During  his  career  in 
college  and  university  he  devoted  a  jaart  of  his  time 
to  practical  work  as  a  draughtsman.  His  first  practical 
experience  in  the  line  of  his  profession  was  with  Mauran, 
Eussell  &  Garden  at  St.  Louis,  and  from  this  varied 
employment  he  paid  his  way  through  school.  At  nine- 
teen he  began  for  himself,  having  in  the  meantime 
demonstrated  his  thorough  talents  and  ability  in  archi- 
tecture and  the  related  arts.  The  first  field  of  his  efforts 
was  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  where  he  established 
his  oflSce.  During  the  first  two  years  at  Albuquerque 
he  drew  the  plans  for  a  number  of  the  high  class  and 
costly  buildings,  including  the  Shortle  Sanitarium,  cost- 
ing thirty  thousand  dollars;  the  Masonic  Temple,  cost- 
ing sixty  thousand  dollars;  the  Doctor  Clark  residence 
at  a  cost  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  In  November, 
1911,  Mr.  Thorman  opened  offices  in  El  Paso,  however, 
retaining  the  original  establishment  and  his  assistants 
in  Albuquerque.  He  has  a  fine  suite  of  rooms  in  the 
Eobert  Banner  Building  at  El  Paso,  and  has  enjoyed 
even  greater  success  here  than  in  Albuquerque.  Mr. 
Thorman  has  recently,  in  February,  1913,  secured  the 
work  of  designing  and  supervising  the  construction  of 
the  New  Commercial  National  Bank  and  Office  Build- 
ing, a  structure  which  is  to  cost  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  and  will  be  completed  during  1913. 
He  has  been  architect  for  an  apartment  building  con- 
structed in  this  city  at  a  cost  of  thirty  thousand  dollars, 


the  Western  Woodenware  Company's  warehouse  at  a 
cost  of  thirty  thousand  dollars;  the  residence  of  Charles 
Davis,  of  the  Mexican  style  of  architecture,  costing 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  for  many  other 
buildings. 

Mr.  Thorman  was  one  of  the  successful  young  archi- 
tects of  the  city,  is  very  popular  in  business  and  social 
circles.  He  has  membership  in  the  El  Paso  Country 
Club  and  is  especially  fond  of  golf.  He  has  a  cultured 
taste  in  music  and  is  an  accomplished  performer  on  the 
piano.  El  Paso,  he  thinks,  is  the  greatest  city  of  its 
size  in  the  world,  and  is  glad  to  give  his  assistance  to 
any  project  for  the  continued  advancement  of  this 
metropolis. 

William  Killgoke.  One  of  the  big  men  of  Gaines- 
ville, Texas,  big  in  every  way — physically,  mentally, 
morally  and  financially — is  William  Killgore,  president 
and  general  manager  of  one  of  the  most  important 
houses  of  Gainesville.  He  has  won  his  success  by  taking 
the  hard  road,  industry,  close  attention  to  details,  abso- 
lute honesty  being  some  of  the  qualities  through  which 
he  has  won  success.  No  one  is  more  admired  nor  more 
thoroughly  liked  in  Gainesville  than  is  Mr.  Killgore,  for 
he  has  not  only  a  fine  personality  but  he  is  very  public 
spirited  and  generous  hearted,  with  many  warm  friends 
and  admirers. 

William  Killgore  was  born  in  1817  in  east  Tennessee, 
a  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Foucher)  Killgore,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Tennessee.  James  Killgore  was 
a  harness  and  saddle  maker  and  did  not  come  to  Texas 
until  after  his  son  had  moved  here  to  live.  It  was  in 
1876  that  the  father  came  and  he  lived  here  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  Gainesville  in  1884.  The 
mother  died  in  Tennessee  in  1852.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  children,  namely,  Eliza  J.,  who  married 
a  Mr.  Holden  and  died  in  1875,  leaving  two  children 
who  have  since  been  orphaned  by  the  death  of  the 
father;  Laura,  who  became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  McDonald 
and  died  in  1909,  leaving  one  child;  William  and  Hugh 
M.,  who  died  in  1884. 

William  Killgore  grew  np  in  Tennessee,  where  he 
received  his  education.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Dobson 
in  1868,  and  with  his  young  bride  set  out  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  for  Texas.  '  His  brother  Hugh  accompanied 
them  and  they  located  near  Dodd  City,  Texas,  renting 
land  from  Major  Dodd.  Here  they  farmed  for  two 
years  and  then  Mr.  Killgore  mOved  to  Grayson,  Texas, 
where  he  bought  some  land.  He  afterwards  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  near  Grayson  and 
went  info  the  cattle  business.  He  continued  in  this  line 
until  1881,  when  misfortune  overtook  him  and  he  lost 
his  money  and  was  forced  to  give  up  his  ranch. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  he  came  to  Gainesville  and 
here  opened  a  small  grocery  store,  his  capital  being  $275. 
He  was  a  hard  worker,  however,  and  soon  his  business 
began  to  increase.  It  continued  to  grow,  for  people 
began  to  discover  where  the  best  groceries  and  best  serv- 
ice could  be  found.  In  1902  he  incorporated  the  busi- 
ness under  the  name  of  William  Killgore  Company,  In- 
corporated, with  a  capital  of  $60,000,  which  he  had  made 
by  his  own  efforts  alone.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been 
building  up  a  large  trade  throughout  the  surrounding 
country,  shipping  goods  all  over  this  section.  He  was 
elected  president  and  general  manager  at  the  time  of 
the  incorporation,  and  has  held  these  offices  ever  since. 
Mr.  Killgore  also  organized  a  branch  house  at  Marietta, 
Oklahoma,  under  the  same  firm  name,  but  he  has  since 
sold  this  business  and  devotes  his  attention  to  the 
Gainesville  business,  which  is  the  largest  general  mer- 
cantile establishment  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Killgore  takes  the  keenest  interest  in  his  landed 
estates  and"  spends  much  time  planning  and  carrying  out 
improvements  and  in  the  management  of  his  two  large 
places.  He  owns  an  eighteen  hundred-acre  cattle 
ranch  four  miles  from  Gainesville,  five  hundred  acres  of 
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which  are  under  cultivation.  All  of  this  land  has  been 
paid  for  and  is  worth  $100,000.  Here  he  raises  wheat 
and  oats  and  has  made  the  place  his  hobby.  He  spends 
much  of  his  time  here  and  has  added  so  many  improve- 
ments that  he  has  made  it  a  show  place  in  this  section. 
At  present  he  is  building  a  $500  fish  tank  and  expects 
to  stock  it  with  government  fish.  He  also  owns  a  smaller 
place  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  four  miles  south 
of  the  city  which  is  worth  $75  an  acre.  In  addition  to 
these  properties,  Mr.  Killgore  has  built  a  whole  block 
of  brick  buildings  in  the  business  section  of  Gainesville 
and  he  owns  other  business  properties.  He  is  also  the 
owner  of  five  residences  which  he  rents  and  of  his  own 
beautiful  home. 

IMr.  Killgore  has  always  been  very  active  in  religious 
affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church  and 
has  been  for  thirty-eight  years,  and  is  now  a  deacon 
in  this  church.  He  is  one  of  the  advisory  board  of 
Christian  University  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  and  gives  a 
great  deal  of  money  as  well  as  time  and  personal  inter- 
est to  this  institution.  Politically  he  belongs  to  the 
Democratic  party  and  he  has  served  in  the  city  council 
of  Gainesville  for  two  terms.  In  the  fraternal  world  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
and  has  been  for  many  years.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mrs.  Killgore  was  a  native  of  Kentucky.  Her  father 
died  in  that  state  years  ago  and  her  mother  died  in 
Gainesville  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Killgore  in  1902.  Mrs. 
Killgore  was  one  of  seven  children  and  her  death  oc- 
curred on  the  19th  of  April,  1911.  Two  children  were 
adopted  by  Mrs.  Killgore,  namely,  Maggie,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Val  Horton,  a  stockholder  in  the  William  Kill- 
gore Comijany,  Incorporated,  and  Lucy  A.,  who  was 
married  and  had  one  child,  both  mother  and  child  being 
now  deceased.  On  September  21,  1913,  Mr.  Killgore 
married  Miss  Lucy  Spires,  who  was  born  August  12, 
1S94,  in  Faulkner  county,  Arkansas,  and  there  was  raised 
and  received  her  early  education.  She  came  to  Texas  in 
1905  where  she  finished  her  education  in  St.  Mary's  Day 
School.  She  is  a  daughter  of  G.  W.  and  Gertrude 
(Danley)  Spires,  the  father  a  native  of  Mississippi  and 
the  mother  of  Arkansas.  By  occupation  he  is  a  farmer 
and  they  reside  on  their  ranch  north  of  Gainesville. 
Mrs.  Killgore  was  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family 
of  seven  children,  four  daughters  and  three  sons. 

Aaron  Stolaroff.  As  a  citizen  and  business  builder 
of  El  Paso,  none  have  been  better  known  or  regarded 
with  greater  esteem  than  Aaron  Stolaroff.  In  the  busi- 
ness district  at  112  San  Antonio  street  is  located  the 
china  palace  of  which  he  is  proprietor.  This  is  a  whole- 
sale and  retail  establishment  carrying  a  splendid  stock 
of  crockery,  glassware,  graniteware,  tinware,  and  house 
furnishing  goods.  This  establishment  is  not  only  a 
center  of  trade  where  the  annual  volume  of  sales  repre- 
sent a  tidy  little  fortune,  but  to  a  large  number  of  El 
Paso  citizens  this  store  stands  for  the  business  home 
of  a  man  of  sterling  character  and  one  who  came  to 
El  Paso  a  little  more  than  twenty  years  ago  a  poor 
young  man  from  a  foreign  land  and  whose  energy  and 
integrity  have  won  him  a  splendid  success. 

Aaron  Stolaroff  was  born  August  24,  1862,  at  Ko- 
idanow,  in  Minisk,  Russia,  a  son  of  Fabian  and  Toibe 
Stolaroff.  The  father,  who  was  a  cabinetmaker,  fol- 
lowed his  trade  and  lived  quietly  in  his  native  city  until 
death  came  to  him  there  in  1873.  The  riiother  is  now  a 
resident  at  Jerusalem,  in  Palestine.  There  were  three 
sons  who  composed  this  worthy  family,  and  the  other 
two  were  Joaquim,  who  is  owner  of  the  large  Boston 
Department  Store  at  El  Paso,  and  Isaac,  who  is  a 
Jewish  rabbi  and  a  prominent  author  and  religious  au- 
thority among  his  people. 

Mr.  Aaron  Stolaroff  received  such  education  as  the 
primary  schools  in  his  home  city  afforded.  Lack  of 
advantages,  however,  have  interfered  little  with  a  man 
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whose  intellectual  energy  has  never  been  dulled,  and 
who  has  carried  with  him  through  all  his  experiences  a 
natural  curiosity  which  he  has  satisfied  by  extensive 
observation  and  by  almost  constant  reading  in  the  litera- 
ture of  various  tongues.  He  has  devoted  all  his  spare 
time  to  study  and  reading,  and  is  thoroughly  versed  in 
history,  and  speaks  fluently  five  languages — English, 
German,  Hebrew,  Spanish  and  Russian. 

Mr.  Stolaroff"  arrived  at  New  York  City  on  the  10th 
of  May,  1S90,  and  received  his  first  impression  of 
America  and  experiences  in  New  York  City,  where  he 
remained  six  months.  From  that  city  he  came  west  to 
El  Paso,  arriving  here  with  practically  no  capital,  al- 
though with  considerable  business  experience,  which  at 
once  became  valuable  to  him.  His  brother  Joaquim  had 
come  to  El  Paso  in  1886,  and  was  already  established 
in  the  china  and  glassware  business.  Under  his  brother, 
Aarou  began  his  career  in  El  Paso,  and  at  the  end  of 
eiglit  months  as  a  clerk  had  progressed  so  far  that  his 
brother  turned  over  to  him  the  management  of  the  busi- 
ness. At  that  time  Aarou  bought  a  half  interest  in  the 
establishment,  and  at  the  end  of  five  years  had  become 
sole  owner.  He  has  built  up  a  splendid  establishment 
and  there  is  nothing  superior  to  it  in  the  entire  south- 
west. They  have  lately  established  a  new  warehouse 
with  over  four  thousand  square  feet,  and  a  new  store 
with  six  thousand  square  feet  of  floor  space,  located  at 
109  South  Oregon  street,  in  the  rear  of  their  present 
china  parlors.  Fourteen  people  find  steady  employment 
in  this  store.  The  average  value  of  stock  carried  is  more 
than  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  a  large  wholesale  trade 
is  carried  on  throughout  Texas,  Mexico,  New  Mexico, 
and  Arizona.  Along  with  his  success  as  a  business  man 
and  merchant,  Mr.  Stolaroff  has  acquired  large  and 
valuable  interests  in  real  estate  and  residence  properties 
in  El  Paso  and  at  Cloudcroft,  in  Mexico,  and  is  one  of 
the  large  stockholders  in  the  Ascot  Valley  Land  and 
Improvement  Company. 

The  secret  of  Mr.  Stolaroff 's  success  as  a  merchant 
is  not  only  due  to  his  native  ability  in  trade,  but  per- 
haps even  more  to  his  unusual  energy  and  application. 
For  twenty-three  years,  ever  since  coming  to  El  Paso, 
he  has  been  on  duty  at  his  place  of  business  at  seven 
0  'rlock  in  the  morning,  every  day,  with  only  one  ex- 
ception, the  period  spent  in  1912  on  a  vacation  travel, 
when  he  traveled  throughout  Europe  and  the  Holy  Land, 
visiting  his  mother  in  Jerusalem.  Mr.  Stolaroff"  has  a 
life  membership  in  the  Elks  Club  of  El  Paso,  is  a  Mason 
with  thirty-two  degrees  of  the  Scottish  Eite,  and  a 
member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  also  a  member  of  the 
Maccabees  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Jewish  Syna- 
gogue at  El  Paso.  Both  socially  and  in  business  circles 
there  is  no  citizen  of  El  Paso  who  enjoys  more  thorough 
respect  and  esteem  than  Mr.  Stolaroff. 

He  delights  in  his  home  and  family,  and  is  said  to 
possess  one  of  the  finest  and  largest  private  libraries  in 
this  city.  In  this  modern  world,  when  men  are  so  ab- 
sorbed in  business  activities,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  eon- 
template  the  life  of  a  man  whose  own  energies  have 
been  so  persistently  directed  to  business,  and  yet  who 
has  found  time  and  opportunity  amid  the  many  dis- 
tracting cares  of  business  life  to  devote  hours  to  study 
and  the  wholesome  recreation  furnished  by  books. 

Mr.  Stolaroff  was  married  in  his  native  city  in  Russia 
on  November  1,  1888,  to  Miss  Sarah  Schnarzbord.  They 
are  properly  proud  of  their  fine  family  of  four  children, 
whose  names  and  positions  are  briefly  mentioned  as  fol- 
lows: Annie,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Institute  of 
Musical  Art  of  New  Y'ork  City  with  the  class  of  1910, 
and  an  accomplished  young  lady  is  a  leader  in 
El  Paso  society;  Mary,  who  graduated  from  the  El  Paso 
High  School  and  the  State  Normal  at  San  Marcos, 
Texas,  is  also  an  accomplished  musician,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Harry  Hyman,  of  Waco;  Rose  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Stat«  Normal  and  now  a  student  in  the  University 
of    Texas,   at   Austin,    she   having   graduated   from   the 
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Normal  College  at  the  age  of  seventeen ;  Solomon,  the 
only  son,  is  now  a  student  in  the  eighth  grade  of  the 
El  Paso  public  schools. 


Le  Baron.  Texas  in  the  eyes  of  George 
E.  Le  Baron,  of  El  Paso,  is  certainly  the  land  for  young 
men.  He  is  barely  thirty  and  is  ranked  among  the  live 
and  successful  business  men  of  that  city.  He  is  filled 
with  the  modern  spirit  of  progress  and  with  the  en- 
thusiasm which  belongs  to  young  men  has  handled  his 
real  estate  business  in  such  a  way  as  to  merit  and  win 
the  admiration  and  respect  of  his  business  associates. 
Wath  the  solid  foundation  of  real  value  which  the  real 
estate  business  in  Texas,  or  at  least  in  the  section  in 
which  he  operates,  is  built  upon,  Mr.  Le  Baron,  with 
the  use  of  energy,  good  advertising,  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  field,  and  tireless  attention  to  business,  has 
been  the  cause  of  considerable  exchange  of  property, 
with  the  resultant  benefits  to  the  city. 

George  E.  Le  Baron  was  born  in  Pensaeola,  Florida, 
on  the  2.5th  of  October,  1881.  'He  passed  an  uneventful 
boyhood,  except  that  his  ambition  always  urged  him  to 
get  out  into  the  world  and  accomplish  something.  He 
received  his  elementary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Pensaeola,  but  he  had  to  leave  school  as  a  young 
boy.  Feeling  that  he  would  never  make  anything  of 
himself  with  so  scanty  an  education,  he  went  to  work 
and  earned  the  money  to  go  through  St.  Barnard's 
School,  at  Cullman,  Alabama,  and  also  to  take  a  special 
course  at  this  school.  He  later  had  a  course  in  Eock 
Hill  College,  in  Baltimore,  Maryland.  Upon  leaving 
school  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Florida  and  found 
employment  in  a  small  real  estate  office  in  Pensaeola. 
He  remained  here  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  to  Alabama  and  entered  the  iron  and 
steel  business.  He  was  thus  engaged  for  about  two 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to  Pensa- 
eola, this  time  only  for  a  short  stay  of  one  year. 

He  came  to  Texas  in  1905  and  located  in  El  Paso,  en- 
tering the  employ  of  the  El  Paso  Foundry  and  Ma- 
chine Company.  He  remained  with  this  company  for 
five  years,  after  a  time  becoming  secretary  and  manager 
and  purchasing  agent  for  the  supply  department.  He 
saw  the  advantages  of  this  section  of  the  country  and 
the  possibilities  in  the  undeveloped  resources  of  the 
whole  section,  and  his  desire  to  enter  this  rich  field  for 
himself  finally  led  to  his  resignation  from  the  El  Paso 
Foundry  and  Machine  Company.  He  entered  into  part- 
nership with  H.  W.  Broaddusl  and  the  firm  of  Broad- 
dus  and  Le  Baron  opened  for  business.  This  firm  does 
a  general  real  e'state,  insurance  and  investment  business, 
and  the  push  and  energy  of  the  two  partners  has  made 
the  business  a  success  from  the  very  beginning.  The 
older  men  in  the  business  world  of  El  Paso,  if  asked  to 
point  out  the  men  whom  they  believe  will  eventually 
become  men  of  power  and  influence  in  the  business 
affairs  of  the  city,  will  be  sure  to  mention  Mr.  Le  Baron 
among  the  number,  so  good  a  showing  has  he  already 
made. 

In  politics,  although  believing  in  the  principles  of 
the  Democratic  party,  Mr.  Le  Baron  prefers  to  vote 
independently  rather  than  for  any  man  the  party 
chooses  to  put  up.  In  religious  matters  he  is  a  com- 
municant of  the  Eoman  Catholic  church.  He  belongs  to 
the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  is  a  past  grand  knight. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  chamber  of  commerce,  and  the 
high  regard  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  business  men 
is  shown  in  the  fact  that  he  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  in  1911.  In  the  social  world  of  El 
Paso,  Mr.  Le  Baron  is  just  as  popular  as  in  other  fields. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Toltec  Club,  the  Country  Club, 
and  the  El  Paso  Social  Club.  He  occupies  beautiful 
offices,  and  here  his  friends  are  always  welcome,  though 
he  has  too  large  a  business  to  be  able  to  take  very  much 
time  for  other  matters. 

Mr.  Le  Baron  has  no  use  for  lazy  men,  but  he  says 


that  for  any  one  who  is  energetic  and  willing  to  apply 
himself  there  is  room  and  opportunity  in  western  Texas. 
Any  one  coming  out  here  will  be  measured  by  himself 
and  not  by  his  ancestors,  and,  as  Mr.  Le  Baron  says, 
it  is  a  country  for  strong  men  and  a  country  where  the 
future  is  brighter  than  the  past. 

Mr.  Le  Baron  was  married  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  on  the 
20th  of  April,  1910,  to  Miss  Laura  Townsend,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Townsend,  of  El  Paso. 
One  daughter,  Florence  Eohmer,  has  been  born  to  this 


Charles  L.  A'owell.  A  member  of  the  Texas  bar 
tor  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  Mr.  Vowell  had  a 
successful  career  in  practice  and  in  public  affairs  for 
many  years  at  Sherman,  and  more  recently  has  located 
at  El  Paso,  where  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  strongest 
members  of  the  local  bar. 

Charles  L.  Vowell  was  born  in  Grayson  county, 
Texas,  August  9,  1868,  a  son  of  Dr.  John  L.  and  Martha 
Jane  Vowell.  There  were  five  children  in  the  parents' 
family,  and  Charles  L.  was  the  fourth  and  youngest 
son.  His  early  education  was  attained  in  the  private 
schools  of  Grayson  county,  it  being  followed  by  a  high 
school  course,  and  subsequently  he  was  a  student  in  the 
Sam  Houston  Normal  Institute,  at  Huutsville,  where 
he  graduated  in  1886.  As  a  boy  he  was  ambitious  for 
higher  attainments  and  worked  industriously  in  order 
to  acquire  the  means  for  his  higher  education.  It  was 
with  the  earnings  from  his  personal  industry  that  he  was 
able  to  attend  the  Sam  Houston  Normal,  and  after  his 
graduation  there  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  had  per- 
fected himself  in  the  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
He  began  his  practice  in  Sherman,  and  that  was  his 
home  until  September,  1909,  at  which  date  he  located  at 
El  Paso  and  established  his  office  here. 

Mr.  Vowell  was  married  at  Sherman,  December  20, 
1S97,  to  Miss  Edna  Caruthers,  a  daughter  of  M.  J. 
Caruthers,  of  Sherman.  Mrs.  Vowell  is  also  a  native 
of  Texas.  The  three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, born  to  their  marriage  are  named  as  follows:  Edna 
Eyrline,  Jack  Caruthers  and  Fulton  Vowell.  Mr.  Vowell 
and  family  are  members  of  the  Christian  church,  and  he 
is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Maccabees 
and  the  Order  of  Elks.  In  the  line  of  his  profession  he 
has  membership  in  the  Texas  State  Bar  Association. 

Mr.  Vowell  has  always  been  an  active  Democrat  and 
has  taken  an  active  interest  in  both  national  and  state 
affairs,  and  problems  connected  with  the  political  situa- 
tion. Duriiio  his  residence  in  Sherman  he  had  numerous 
politi.jl  ili^tiihtidiis.  He  served  as  city  attorney,  was 
for  fniii  y,  Mi^  :i>^istant  district  attorney,  and  then  was 
eleiti-.i  di^tih  r.  uttorney,  and  during  his  administration 
in  the  latter  office  he  secured  a  larger  percentage  of 
convictions  according  to  the  number  of  cases  brought 
before  the  court  than  was  true  in  any  other  county  of 
the  state  at  that  time.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
school  board  while  residing  at  Sherman.  Mr.  Vowell 
is  a  man  of  culture  and  broad  interests,  is  a  thorough 
student  of  the  law,  and  excellently  well  versed  in  its 
practice.  He  takes  much  pleasure  in  the  resources  of 
his  private  library,  is  a  man  of  outdoor  interests,  and 
likes  hunting  and  fishing,  and  in  his  home  community 
responds  readily  to  every  movement  for  the  betterment 
and  advancement  of  this  city. 

Ch.\rles  E.  Eoss.  of  El  Paso,  Texas,  is  one  of  the 
many  men  who  have  found  success  in  this  section  of  the 
state  of  Texas.  Mr.  Eoss  belongs  to  that  type  of  man 
which  is  to  be  found  nowhere  in  the  world  save  in 
America,  the  man  who  learns  a  trade  with  the  inten- 
tion of  using  it  merely  as  a  stepping-stone  to  an  inde- 
pendent business  of  his  own.  That  Mr.  Eoss  has  suc- 
ceeded in  gratifying  his  ambitions  has  been  due  to  the 
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fact  that  he  was  skilled  in  his  Hue  of  work  no  less  than 
to  his  willingness  to  work,  and  to  work  hard. 

North  Carolina  is  the  native  state  of  Charles  E. 
EoES,  his  birth  having  taken  place  in  Union  county  on 
the  7th  of  October,  1!?77.  His  father  is  James  E.  Koss, 
who  now  resides  at  Montgomery,  Alabama,  where  he  is 
a  prominent  business  man.  His  mother,  Emma  Ross, 
IS  also  living.  Charles  E.  lioss  lived  in  his  native  state 
until  he  was  about  twelve  years  old,  and  then  his  par- 
ents moved  into  South  Carolina,  living  there  about  four 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  moved  to  Jackson- 
ville, Florida.  The  education  of  the  lad  was  therefore 
rather  interrupted,  and  the  best  years  of  his  schooling 
were  had  in  the  city  of  Jacksonville. 

It  was  in  the  latter  city  that  he  first  started  out  as 
a  wage-earner.  His  first  position  was  as  delivery  boy 
for  one  of  the  evening  pajiers,  and,  after  about  a  year 
of  this  work,  he  decided  that  the  best  thing  for  a  boy 
without  any  capital  was  to  learn  some  trade,  so  he  aj)- 
prenticed  himself  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carriage 
painter.  For  three  years  he  worked  for  the  firm  of 
McMurry  and  Baker,  in  Jacksonville,  and  became  an 
expert  in  his  line.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  Smith 
and  Xeil,  of  the  same  city,  remaining  with  them  for 
two  years  and  a  half.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  went 
to  Montgomery,  Alabama,  and  went  to  work  at  his 
trade.  He  remained  in  this  city  for  eighteen  months 
and  then  returned  to  Florida  and  located  in  Pensacola, 
remaining  there  for  a  year.  It  was  in  1905  that  he 
came  to  El  Paso,  and  he  has  lived  here  since  that  time. 
He  first  went  to  work  on  a  salary,  but  by  carefully 
saving  his  money  he  was  able  in  five  years  to  establish 
himself  in  a  business  of  his  own.  This  was  in  1910, 
and  he  has  been  in  this  business  ever  since.  He  has  a 
painting  shop  in  which  all  kinds  of  high  class  painting 
is  done,  but  he  devotes  himself  especially  to  the.  paint- 
ing of  carriages  and  automobiles.  He  has  among  his 
customers  the  best  people  in  the  city  and  has  a  large 
patronage.  His  shop  is  furnished  with  modern  equip- 
ment throughout  and  he  has  a  reputation  for  putting  out 
finely  finished  work. 

In  religious  matters  Mr.  Ross  is  a  member  of  no 
church,  but  he  has  a  tendency  toward  the  Methodist 
church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose. 
In  politics  he  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  but 
takes  no  active  part  in  politics,  although  he  is  keenly 
interested  in  local  affairs. 

Mr.  Ross  says  that  he  likes  El  Paso  and  western 
Texas  because  they  have  been  good  to  him;  that  he  has 
been  very  successful  here  and  will  make  this  city  his 
permanent  home.  He  says  that  when  he  first  came  here 
he  expected  to  remain  only  a  few  months,  but  that  he 
soon  realized  that  the  city  had  a  great  future  and  he 
decided  to  remain.  In  his  opinion  there  is  no  better 
city  in  the  United  States,  and  he  advises  all  those 
seeking  a  permanent  location  to  come  and  investigate. 

J.  Frank  Slat.  Since  1888  a  resident  of  Armstrong 
county,  of  which  he  has  the  distinction  of  serving  as 
first  assessor,  Mr.  Slay  has  for  a  number  of  years  been 
identified  with  the  hardware  business  at  Claude  and  has 
the  largest  establishment  in  that  line  in  the  city. 

J.  Frank  Slay  was  born  September  6,  1860,  in  Sabine 
parish,  Louisiana,  the  third  of  eight  children  born  to 
Erastus  B.  and  Frances  (Smith)  Slay,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Georgia.  The  father  "was  a  child  when 
his  family  moved  to  Alabama,  in  which  state  he  was 
educated,  and  in  1863'he  moved  to  eastern  Texas,  locat- 
ing in  Van  Zandt  county.  Immediately  upon  arriving 
in  that  county  he  enlisted  in  a  Texas  regiment  which 
did  guard  duty  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  a 
cripple  and  was  unable  to  take  part  in  any  of  the  active 
campaigns.  His  death  occurred  in  1899  in  Montague 
county,  but  at  the  time  he  was  a  resident  of  Armstrong 
county.     His   regular   occupation   throughout   his   career 


was  farming,  but  owing  to  his  infirmities  he  never  be- 
came to  any  degree  affluent  and  died  a  poor  man.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Democrat  and  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church.  The  mother  came  to  Texas  with  her  husband 
and  is  now  living  in  Carson  county  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four. 

J.  Frank  Slay  had  a  primary  education  in  Van  Zandt 
and  Wise  counties,  comprising  a  few  months  at  school. 
For  some  years  he  contributed  his  work  to  the  support 
of  the  famil}'  and  was  performing  a  man  's  part  on  the 
home  farm  when  many  of  his  age  were  in  school.  His 
first  work  on  his  own  account  was  as  a  cowboy  and  he 
spent  a  year  in  riding  herd  over  the  western  cattle  range, 
and  from  that  occupation  branched  out  into  the  freight- 
ing business,  which  was  a  large  and  important  enterprise 
in  west  Texas  before  the  days  of  the  railroad.  He  trans- 
ported many  loads  of  merchandise  and  supplies  between 
Wichita  Falls  and  Old  Clarendon,  a  distance  of  two  hun- 
dred miles.  The  completion  of  the  Fort  Worth  &  Denver 
Railroad  put  an  end  to  the  business  and  in  1886  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  railroad  company  with  which 
he  continued  for  two  years.  He  was  next  identified  with 
a  line  of  work  of  hardly  less  importance  in  the  pan- 
handle country,  in  drilling  wells.  He  was  one  of  those 
who  sunk  the  first  well  in  the  panhandle  country  and 
continued  the  work  for  twelve  years.  In  1888  he  became 
a  permanent  resident  of  Armstrong  count}-,  and  on  the 
organization  of  the  county  government  was  elected  tax 
assessor,  in  which  he  served  for  two  terms.  He  later 
served  a  term  of  county  treasurer.  In  1899  he  began 
the  lumber  business,  which  he  followed  for  three  years, 
and  then  established  himself  in  the  hardware  trade  which 
he  has  followed  to  the  present  time,  with  particular 
success.  He  now  carries  a  stock  of  general  hardware 
valued  at  about  twenty  thousand  dollars  and  has  an 
excellent  store  building  twenty-five  by  one  hundred  feet 
with  a  warehouse  forty  by  one  hundred  and  forty  feet. 
Besides  his  business  he  has  a  large  amount  of  city  real 
estate  and  owns  his  store  property  and  his  residence. 

The  politics  of  Mr.  Slay  have  always  been  Democratic 
and  he  has  taken  much  interest  in  political  and  civic 
affairs.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World,  belongs  to  the  Commercial  Club,  in 
religion  was  for  twenty-nine  years  a  Baptist,  and  for  the 
past  five  years  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church,  south,  serving  as  steward  and  district 
steward.  In  Claude,  Texas,  July  10,  1895,  he  married 
Miss  Maggie  Miller,  a  native  of  Johnson  countv'  and  a 
daughter  of  W.  E.  Miller,  one  of  the  pioneers  and 
a  Confederate  veteran  of  Texas.  The  five  sons  born 
to  their  union  are:  Olin,  born  August  10,  lS9fi,  in 
Claude;  Alva,  born  December  3.  1897;  Roy,  born  August 
22,  1899;  William,  born  November  22,  1902;  and  Erwin, 
born  August  7,  1904.  All  the  children  were  born  in 
Claude. 

Thom.\s  a.  Botch.  Proprietor  of  tlip  Texico  Transfer 
Company,  at  El  Paso,  Mr.  Burch  established  and  built 
up  an  excellent  business  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
successful  and  enterprising  young  men  of  El  Paso 's  com- 
mercial life. 

Thomas  A.  Burch  was  buni  in  rinllicothp.  Missouri, 
May  1,  1S70,  a  son  of  Jnlm  innl  i:n::ilic'th  Burch.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Nc'\\  Vuik  ^tnt.-  .-irid  the  mother 
of  Kentucky.  Thomas  A.  Hiinh  liv.-,i  in  his  native  state 
for  more  than  thirty  years  and  obtained  his  education 
in  the  pnldic'  s.Ihm.Is.  completins  it  with  a  course  at 
Professor  M..,.re's  Ni.rmal  and  Business  College.  Be- 
tween his  school  and  college  days  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  after  leaving  college  taught  for  some  time. 
He  and  his  sister  joined  their  efforts  in  opening  and 
conducting  a  mercantile  estaldishment  in  Missouri, 
which  he  operated  with  considerable  success  until  he 
was  about  thirty-four  years  of  age.  He  then  came  to 
El-  Paso  in  1904  and  has  been  a  resident  of  this  state 
ever  since.     The  first  two  years  he  spent  as  a  commercial 
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salesman,  traveling  all  over  west  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and 
Arizona.  In  1906  lie  sought  a  field  of  independent  enter- 
prise in  his  present  line,  and  began  a  general  transfer, 
livery  and  storage  business.  He  has  built  up  and  main- 
tained a  complete  and  thoroughly  equipped  establish- 
ment, employing  about  twenty  persons,  a  large  number 
of  teams  and  wagons,  and  he  has  very  modern  and  effi- 
cient facilities  for  storage  and  all  lines  of  services  con- 
nected with  his  business. 

Mr.  Bureh  was  married  at  his  native  city  of  Chilli- 
cothe,  Missouri,  September  5,  1893,  to  Miss  Jessie 
Eogers,  daughter  of  John  Rogers,  of  Chillicothe.  They 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  John  Q.,  who  is  a  student 
in  the  University  of  Texas.  Mrs.  Bureh  died  in  May, 
1910,  and  is  buried  in  El  Paso.  She  was  a  very  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  church,  with  which  denomina- 
tion her  husband  affiliates.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the 
Masons,  and  is  a  Eepublican  voter.  Among  the  out- 
door sports  he  is  especially  fond  of  football  and  enjoys 
all  the  good  things  of  life. 

A.  P.  McKiNNON,  attorney  and  eounselor-at-law, 
Floydada,  Texas,  is  one  of  those  men,  too  few  in  num- 
ber, who  fully  recognize  the  truth  so  often  urged  by 
the  sages  of  the  law,  that,  of  all  men,  the  reading  and 
thoughts  of  a  lawyer  should  be  the  most  extended. 
Systematic  reading  gives  a  more  comprehensive  grasp 
to  the  mind,  variety  and  richness  to  thought,  and  a 
larger  perception  of  the  motives  of  7nen  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  thingp,  indeed,  of  the  very  spirit  of  laws. 
This  he  has  found  most  essential  in  the  prosecution  of 
his  profession. 

He  was  born  in  Thomas  county,  Georgia,  December 
19,  1849,  and  his  parents,  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Mc- 
Millan) McKinnon,  were  natives  of  North  Carolina. 
They  were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Daniel  McKinnon 
was  a  farmer  of  considerable  means  and  owned  a  farm 
fifteen  miles  south  of  Thomasville,  the  south  boundary 
of  his  plantation  being  the  line  between  the  states  of 
Georgia  and  Florida  at  that  place.  There  was  a  new 
line  established  between  said  states  about  the  year 
1864,  which  put  his  plantation,  with  the  exception  of 
about  one  hundred  acres,  in  the  state  of  Florida,  and 
he  thus  lived  in  Florida  until  his  death,  in  1882,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight.  He  served  in  the  militia  during 
the  last  year  of  the  Civil  war  with  the  Confederate 
'  army.  He  was  elected  by  his  regiment  postmaster,  and 
therefore  was  exempt  from  guard  duty.  A  negro,  Abe, 
attended  him  as  his  body  servant  during  this  cam- 
paign, and  Abe  was  faithful  and  obedient  in  all  things, 
until  the  army  was  disbanded,  though  he  had  every 
opportunity  to  escape  and  have  his  freedom.  The 
mother  was  a  well  educated  woman  of  one  of  the  best 
families  in  Georgia.  Her  chief  delight  was  her  large 
family  of  children.  She  was  broad-minded  and  liberal, 
besides  being  a  devout  Christian.  Daniel  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church,  while  she  was  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  church.  She  died  in  1859  at  the  age  of 
forty-nine  years.  Daniel  and  Sarah  McKinnon  had 
born  to  them  twelve  children,  among  whom  the  son 
A.  P.  was  the  eighth. 

He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood 
and  at  the  high  school  at  Monticello,  Florida.  In  1870 
he  began  reading  law  at  Monticello,  under  Simkins  & 
Simkins,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  on  the  1st  day  of 
May,  1872,  and  he  left  the  next  day  for  Texas,  having 
been  advised  by  Hon.  E.  J.  Simkins,  who  had  in  the 
meanwhile  located  at  Corsieana,  Texas,  that  Texas  was 
a  good  place  for  a  young  man  to  come  to.  He  re- 
mained at  Corsieana  with  Judge  Simkins  until  January 
1,  1873.  He  then  perni.Tnently  located  at  Hillsboro, 
Texas.  He  entered  immediatelv  upon  his  practice,  and 
continued  his  residence  at  Hillsboro  until  December, 
1912.  He  found  it  necessary  to  seek  a  change  of  cli- 
mate, both  on  account  of  his  own  health  and  that  of  his 


wife.  He  located  in  Floydada,  Texas,  February  3,  1913. 
During  his  residence  in  Hillsboro,  Texas,  which  was 
about  forty  years,  he  enjoyed  a  large  practice  and  was 
engaged  in  the  most  important  litigation  at  the  Hill 
county  bar,  as  also  in  much  land  litigation  in  the  United 
States  District  Court  at  Waco  and  Dallas.  He  has  al- 
ways refused  to  enter  politics  as  a  business,  preferring 
the  law  to  the  uncertainties  of  public  life.  He,  however, 
took  an  interest  in  politics  to  the  extent  of  exercising 
his  influence  in  favor  of  men  and  measures  which  he 
believed  to  be  to  the  best  interest  of  the  state.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Democratic  state  conventions  from  1879 
until  one's  views  on  the  free  coinage  of  silver  at  the 
ratio  of  16  to  1  became  a  test  of  one 's  Democracy  in 
Texas.  He  was  not  an  advocate  of  that  measure.  He 
was  county  attorney  of  HUl  county  in  1878-79,  and 
filled  that  position  in  a  very  creditable  and  satisfactory 
manner.  As  a  lawyer  he  combines  ability  and  thorough 
training  in  legal  principles  with  industry  and  close 
application  to  the  interests  of  his  clients,  and  enjoys 
general  esteem  as  a  scholarly  gentleman,  a  valuable 
counselor  and  a  useful  and  influential  citizen.  He  is  a 
strong  speaker,  making  no  especial  pretensions  to  ora- 
tory, but  able  to  express  himself  forcibly,  relying  more 
on  matter  than  manner  for  influence.  He  is  an  exact 
logician  and  perfectly  at  home  even  in  the  midst  of  the 
most  complicated  state  of  facts.  He  is  calm  in  address 
and  strictly  methodical  in  the  arrangement  of  his  matter, 
terse  and  vigorous,  pointed  in  phraseology  and  accurate 
in  the  choice  of  his  words. 

Having  a  world  of  good  nature  in  his  make-up,  he  is 
never  impolite  or  captious,  nor  yet  boisterous  or  egotis- 
tical ;  however,  he  has  the  courage  of  his  convictions  and 
nothing  can  move  him  from  the  rock  on  which  he 
grounds  his  beliefs.  He  always  exhibits  the  nicest  sense 
of  professional  propriety,  his  bearing  towards  the  court 
being  always  respectful  and  towards  adverse  counsel 
courteous.  To  the  younger  members  of  the  bar  he  is 
ever  willing  to  extend  a  helping  hand,  and  no  one  is 
quicker  to  recognize  merit  or  give  an  encouraging  word 
to  a  struggling  young  brother.  He  possesses  an  abun- 
dance of  patience  and  energy,  and  these  he  has  never 
ceased  to  exercise  throughout  his  career.  Whatever 
of  success  he  has  attained  he  attributes  to  hard,  per- 
sistent labor  and  to  a  strict  observance  of  the  ethics  of 
his  profession. 

Mr.  McKinnon  has  held  a  number  of  positions  which 
indicate  his  influence  and  ability  as  a  lawyer  and  citi- 
ren.  He  served  as  special  judge  by  the  election  of  the 
Hill  county  bar,  during  several  terms  of  District  Court. 
He  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Thomas  M.  Campbell  in 
January,  1907,  a  member  of  the  state  board  of  pardon 
advisers,  which  position  he  filled  two  terms,  during 
the  full  two  terms  of  Governor  Campbell 's  administra- 
tion. His  policy  while  a  member  of  said  board  was 
characterized  by  strict  and  exact  justice.  He  made  a 
most  careful  examination  into  the  history  of  the  con- 
vict and  the  facts  on  which  he  was  convicted,  and,  in 
connection  with  Hon.  William  Blakesley,  his  associate 
on  the  board,  a  most  competent  and  conscientious  gen- 
tleman, the  application  for  pardon  was  either  granted 
or  refused.  It  was  well  understood  that  no  pardon  was 
recommended  or  refused  except  on  the  merits  of  the 
case,  and  the  reasons  for  the  action  of  the  board  given 
in  writing  to  the  Governor.  In  retiring  from  this  office 
both  he  and  his  associate  received  from  the  Governor 
the  most  flattering  commendation  for  the  valuable  serv- 
ices rendered  in  assisting  him  to  the  matter  of  granting 
and  refusing  pardons. 

During  his  residence  in  Hill  county,  on  October  20, 
1878,  Mr.  McKinnon  married  Miss  Anna  Eliza  Shetter, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Shetter,  a  well  known  fam- 
ily of  Limestone  county,  Texas,  both  parents  being  now 
deceased.  Mr.  McKinnon  takes  much  pride  in  the  fact 
that  he  and  his  good  wife  have  raised  a  family  of  five 
children  to  manhood  and  womanhood.     They  have  never 
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lost  a  child  by  death.  Their  children  each  have  been 
well  educated.  The  eldest,  Eldred,  now  a  resident  in 
Hillsboro,  is  cashier  of  one  of  the  leading  banks  in  that 
city;  John  Alexander,  the  second  son,  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  the  city  ot  Austin,  Texas,  and  he  holds  a  re- 
sponsible position  with  a  leading  furniture  compauy  of 
that  city,  and  Austin  James,  the  youngest  son,  is  a 
resident  of  Crosbyton,  Texas.  He  is  vice  president  and 
cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  that  place.  Lucy, 
the  elder  daughter,  married  E.  J.  Jung  in  September, 
1907,  at  Austin,  Texas.  She  now  resides  in  Houston, 
Texas,  at  which  place  Mr.  Jung  is  employed  as  principal 
of  the  high  school  in  Woodland  Heights,  a  suburb  of 
Houston.  Mary  Nancy,  the  younger  daughter,  lives  with 
her  parents  in  Floydada,  Texas.  She  finished  her  educa- 
tion while  in  Austin. 

Dr.  James  Henry  Wayland.  The  amassing  of  a 
great  fortune  may  be  the  end  and  aim  of  many  men, 
but  to  gather  wealth  through  business  ability  and  to 
distribute  it  widely  and  well  has  been  the  ambition  of 
such  men  as  Doctor  Wayland,  of  Plainview,  whose  career 
is  a  valuable  subject  for  study  and  emidation,  and  who 
has  raised  for  himself  a  monument  and  given  to  the 
young  men  and  women  of  Texas  a  permanent  source  of 
intellectual  and  character  training  in  the  Wayland  Bap- 
tist College,  which  w-as  founded  by  him  at  Plainview. 

Dr.  James  Henry  Wayland  was  born  in  Eandolph 
county,  Missouri,  April  22,  1863,  and  is  now  fifty-one 
years  of  age  and  in  the  very  prime  of  his  manhood  and 
usefulness.  His  father,  Joseph  Henry  Wayland,  born  in 
Virginia  in  1832,  came  to  Missouri  in  1843,  lived  in  that 
state  fifty-seven  years,  was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
and  in  1900  moved  to  Texas,  and  is  now  living,  a  hale 
and  hearty  old  gentleman  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  in 
Plainview.  The  mother,  Catherine  Wayland,  is  seventy- 
two  years  of  age. 

Doctor  Wayland  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  Missouri  and  Central  College  of  that  state,  and  in 
1886  was  graduated  in  medicine  from  the  Kentucky 
School  of  Medicine  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Several 
years  before,  in  July,  1883,  he  had  come  to  Texas,  locat- 
ing in  Parker  county,  at  that  time  far  out  toward  the 
western  frontier.  There  he  met  and  married,  on  Decem- 
ber 27,  1883,  Miss  Sallie  P.  Tucker,  who  has  been  the 
guiding  influence  in  his  remarkable  career  of  prosperity 
for  thirty  years.  Doctor  Wayland  practiced  medicine 
in  Parker  county  four  years,  moved  from  there  to  Hunt 
county,  but  somewhat  later,  on  account  of  ill  health, 
was  obliged  to  go  farther  West.  In  March,  1891,  he 
arrived  in  Hale  county,  in  the  Lower  Panhandle,  and 
has  had  his  home  there  ever  since,  and  expects  to  spend 
the  rest  of  his  life  on  the  high  plains  of  Northwest 
Texas.  At  Plainview  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business 
and  the  general  practice  of  medicine,  and  in  the  early 
days  practiced  medicine  over  a  territory  extending  one 
hundred  miles  in  a  radius  about  Plainview,  and  endured 
all  the  hardships  of  weather  and  travel  over  bad  roads 
which  have  been  incident  to  the  practice  of  pioneer 
physicians  in  every  locality.  He  has  spent  many  a 
night  out  on  the  bl^ak  prairies,  sleeping  in  dugouts 
when  he  could  get  to  them,  and  at  the  present  day  looks 
none  the  worse  for  that  experience.  Doctor  Wayland 
came  to  Plainview  an  invalid,  weighing  only  ninety-six 
pounds,  but  is  today  strong  and  vigorous,  a  man  of 
about  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  weight,  and  bids 
fair  to  live  many  years.  He  is  always  doing  something, 
is  never  idle,  a  man  of  tireless  energy,  life  and  helpful 
activity.  His  own  comfort  is  never  considered,  and, 
though  he  has  acquired  large  wealth,  his  living  is  as 
plain  and  simple  as  the  most  ordinary  man.  Doctor 
Wayland  is  a  man  of  culture,  refinement,  ability  and 
leadership  among  men.  Early  in  his  career  he  began 
buying  cattle,  established  a  ranch,  and  his  prosperity 
extended  much  beyond  his  expectations,  so  that  he  is 
now  considered  worth  a  quarter  of  a  million. 


Doctor  Wayland  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Dr.  Francis 
Wayland,  the  famous  writer  and  educator  of  New  Eng- 
land. Like  his  famous  ancestor.  Doctor  Wayland  has 
a  passion  for  colleges  and  universities,  and  years  ago 
conceived  the  idea  of  a  great  college  for  the  plains,  se- 
lected a  site  for  its  erection  and  began  to  work  and 
sacrifice  to  realize  his  dreams,  until  today  Wayland  Col- 
lege is  established  in  a  magnificent  structure  costing 
one  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand  dollars,  has  grounds 
on  the  highest  point  in  the  city,  is  one  mile  west  of  the 
square,  and  the  grounds  and  buildings  and  equipments 
represent  a  value  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Though  the  college  is  young,  three  hundred  and  fifteen 
students  were  enrolled  in  1913-14.  His  first  gift  was 
the  campus  of  thirty  acres  and  ten  thousand  dollars  in 
cash,  but  as  the  buildings  progressed  he  put  more  and 
more  into  it,  until  his  donations  represent  over  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  in  actual  cash,  and  he  expects  to 
give  more. 

Early  in  life  Doctor  Wayland  was  converted  and 
.joined  the  Baptist  church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat. He  became  identified  with  the  Masonic  Lodge  in 
1885,  taking  the  Eoyal  Arch  degree  in  1889,  and  be- 
coming a  member  of  the  Commandery  in  1914.  By  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Tucker,  celebrated  December  27,  1883, 
at  Azle,  in  Parker  county,  Texas,  Doctor  Wayland  is 
the  father  of  nine  children,  namely:  Beulah  M.,  born 
June  18,  1885;  Joseph  Marvin,  born  March  3,  1887; 
Mabel  C,  December  30,  1891;  John  H.,  September  29, 
1894;  Catherine  L.,  December  31,  1896;  Mary  B., 
March  2,  1898;  Sarah  F.,  March  13,  1902,  and  James 
Eobert  and  Helen  Marguerite,  twins,  born  March  7, 
1907.     Six  of  these  children  are  still  living. 

The  information  for  this  brief  sketch  of  one  of  Texas' 
most  notable  public  benefactors  has  been  furnished  by 
one  who  knows  his  career  and  his  accomplishments,  and 
this  brief  sketch  may  conclude  with  this  sincere  esti- 
mate and  tribute:  "He  is  without  doubt  the  most  pro- 
gressive and  liberal  Baptist  layman  in  Texas,  accord- 
ing to  his  means.  He  is  not  a  rich  man  when  compared 
to  many  others  in  Texas,  for  there  are  men  on  the 
plains  worth  many  times  what  he  controls,  but  none 
with  a  more  liberal  soul.  He  gives  to  every  good  cause, 
he  has  given  thousands  of  dollars  to  other  interests  in 
Texas,  including  missions  and  philanthropy,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  young  and  growing  Baptist  Seminary  at 
Port  Worth,  to  which  institution  he  gave  three  thousand 
dollars  since  Wayland  College  was  founded.  He  is  an 
active  churchman  along  all  lines  of  church  work,  sup- 
ports every  worthy  enterprise,  and  is  honored  by  his 
people  of  this  great  section.  He  has  made  a  name  worthy 
to  go  down  in  history  along  with  his  worthy  ancestor. 
Dr.  Francis  Wayland  of  national  fame." 

Wesley  Allen  TTrench.  One  of  the  old-time  mer- 
chants of  Kaufman  and  the  representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  American  families,  Wesley  Allen  French  is  one 
who  has  given  a  worthy  account  of  himself  in  the  busi- 
ness of  life,  and  won  for  himself  a  place  of  importance 
in  the  business  and  civic  life  of  the  community.  For 
thirty-five  years  he  has  carried  on  a  cattle  trade  in 
Kaufman  that  has  given  him  a  wide  prominence  in  the 
beef  markets  of  the  west,  and  as  the  owner  of  a  fine 
ranch  of  eight  hundred  acres  he  takes  rank  among  the 
most  successful  agricultural  men  of  the  county. 

Wesley  A.  French  was  born  at  old  Tarrant,  Texas, 
on  December  9,  1853,  and  is  the  son  of  Allen  Oliver  and 
Lucy  Jane  (Ferris)  French.  The  father  was  born  in 
Vermont  in  1818,  and  there  was  reared  to  rural  life, 
receiving  at  the  same  time  a  passing  fair  education. 
His  family  was  a  most  distinguished  one  of  the  Green 
Mountain  state,  his  mother's  uncle  being  Ethan  Allen, 
famed  in  Eevolutionary  times  and  the  author  of  that 
historic  reply  at  Tieonderoga,  "In  the  name  of  the 
Great  Jehovah  and  the  Continental  Congress,"  when 
asked  by   whose   authority   he   demanded   the   surrender 
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of  Fort  Ticonderoga.  Allen  Oliver  French  was  the 
only  one  of  the  children  of  his  parents  who  did  not 
linger  about  the  old  parental  home  and  devote  his  life 
to  the  state  of  his  birth.  He  came  in  1851  overland 
from  Vermont  to  Texas,  and  made  this  state  his  home 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  quiet,  peaceful 
atmosphere  of  his  parental  home  had  scant  attraction 
for  him  when  young  manhood  woke  within  him,  and  he 
longed  for  the"  freedom  and  the  untutored  ways  of  the 
Western  frontier.  He  roved  about  a  considerable  time 
in  Texas  before  he  stopped  at  old  Tarrant,  in  Hopkins 
county,  and  there  he  spent  two  years,  during  a  part  of 
the  time  being  occupied  in  the  conduct  of  a  small  coun- 
try store.  He  traded  his  stock  of  goods  for  a  number 
of  horses,  his  intention  being  to  penetrate  farther  into 
the  west,  but  his  horses,  all  save  a  mule  and  a  pony, 
were  stolen  by  Indians  the  day  following  the  trade, 
and  it  was  upon  the  backs  of  these  last  remnants  of 
his  little  fortune  that  the  family  and  their  remaining 
effects  made  their  way  into  Waxahachie.  For  a  few 
months  Mr.  French  stopped  there,  being  occupied  dur- 
ing that  time  in  selling  out  a  stock  of  goods  owned  by 
another  party,  and  accompanying  them  to  Kaufman  to 
assist  in  a  similar  performance  when  the  work  in 
Waxahachie  was  completed.  It  was  in  18.55  that  they 
settled  here,  and  when  the  sale  had  been  consummated 
he  profited  by  the  few  acquaintances  he  had  made  and 
found  other  employment  as  deputy  county  clerk.  He 
was  later  appointed  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  county 
and  served  a  short  time.  When  he  discontinued  his 
public  service,  he  again  gave  his  attention  to  the  mer- 
chandise business  and  opened  a  little  store  on  the  corner 
of  the  public  square,  where  his  son  is  still  active  in 
business  and  where  he  carried  on  a  mercantile  career, 
save  during  the  period  of  the  war,  until  death  claimed 
him  in  January,  1873. 

Allen  Oliver  French  came  into  the  South  ten  years 
prior  to  the  war,  and  it  pleased  him  to  array  himself  on 
the  side  of  the  South  on  that  question  that  separated 
the  North  and  the  South  at  that  time.  He  said  but 
little  of  his  Yankee  antecedents,  and  even  dismissed  the 
subject  of  family  history,  to  the  decided  disadvantage 
of  his  own  children.  He  was  a  man  ever  sincere  and 
earnest  in  his  communications  with  his  new  neighbors, 
and  soon  found  himself  to  fit  into  the  civic  fabric  so 
like  the  original  threads  that  it  would  be  difficult  indeed 
to  distinguish  the  boundaries  of  his  individual  person- 
ality. He  was  such  a  man  as  the  public  needed  in  those 
days  for  the  collection  and  custody  of  its  taxes  during 
the  chaotic  period  of  the  Civil  war,  and  he  was  made 
tax  collector  and  treasurer  for  Kaufman  and  Van  Zandt 
counties  while  the  war  was  in  progress.  While  per- 
forming his  duties  as  collector  he  did  his  work  on  horse- 
back, kept  his  money  in  an  old  trunk,  and  carried  it  to 
Austin  at  intervals  in  that  "strongbox"  placed  in  a 
buggv.  He  was  absent  from  his  home  many  days  at 
a  finie,  and  he  carried  on  communication  with  his  fam- 
ily through  the  medium  of  his  son,  Wesley  Allen,  of 
this  review,  who  often  carried  money,  as  well  as  mes- 
sages, and  met  his  father  at  great  distances  from  home 
and  at  cross  roads  where  the  elder  man  was  expected  to 
be  at  certain  times.  When  Mr.  French  surrendered  his 
commission  and  retired  to  his  little  store  in  Kaufman 
as  a  private  citizen,  no  breath  of  suspicion  attached  to 
any  of  his  transactions  during  his  sei-vice,  and  no  man 
before  or  since  has  served  whose  public  or  private  life 
more  nearly  conformed  to  the  principles  of  right  be- 
tween man  and  man. 

In  the  political  turmoil  just  preceding  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  he  saw  more  clearly  than  did  his  neighbors 
the  results  that  must  inevitably  accrue  from  the  threat- 
ened conflict.  He  knew  full  well  the  resources  of  the 
North  and  advised  and  voted  against  secession,  but 
when  it  was  accomplished  by  the  convention  of  Texas, 
he  acquiesced  and  loyally  supported  the  government  of 
the    Confederate    states.      His    store    in    Kaufman    con- 


tinued business  whUe  the  war  was  in  progress,  and  the 
■ '  war  widows ' '  bought  goods  of  him  that  were  never 
paid  for,  and  much  goods  were  sold  for  which  Confed- 
erate scrip  was  exchanged,  the  same  yielding  nothing 
in  the  end.  But,  in  spite  of  these  and  other  adversi- 
ties, he  persevered  and  came  to  the  end  of  his  life  with 
comforts  for  his  family,  satisfied  that  he  had  done  what 
he  could  to  relieve  suffering  and  toward  the  construc- 
tion of  a  state. 

Allen  French  married  Miss  Lucy  Jane  Ferris,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Philo  Ferris,  a  Methodist  minister  of 
Eaeine,  Wisconsin,  and  a  sister  of  Judge  Ferris,  who 
spent  his  life  in  Waxahachie,  Texas.  The  father  was 
a  native  of  Vermont  and  went  to  Wisconsin  in  early 
life.  Mr.  French  and  Lucy  Ferris  were  married  in  1845, 
and  they  came  down  the  Mississippi  river  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Red  river,  on  up  to  Jefferson,  Texas.  They 
were  bound  for  California,  but  finding  the  climate  of 
Texas  beneficial  to  the  health  of  Mr.  French,  they  set- 
tled here,  and  thus  was  established  in  Texas  a  family 
that  has  been  up  and  doing  in  the  interests  of  the 
state  since  its  location  here.  Judge  Ferris,  the  brother 
of  Mrs.  French,  was  easily  one  of  the  foremost  men  of 
Ellis  county  and  one  who  is  properly  deserving  of  men- 
tion in  this  connection.  He  was  born  on  March  26, 
1823,  in  the  town  of  Hudson,  on  the  Hudson  river,  in 
New  York  state,  and  received  a  good  education  as  meas- 
ured by  the  standards  of  that  early  period.  He  was 
twenty-four  years  old  when  he  first  nmde  his  way  to 
Texas,  having  by  that  time  become  a  full-fledged  law- 
yer. From  the  beginning  his  career  in  law  was  spec- 
tacular. His  briefs  began  to  make  their  appearance  in 
the  Supreme  Court  reports  as  early  as  the  Fourth  Texas 
Report,  and  success  attended  him  at  every  step.  He  was 
a  Democrat,  and  during  the  presidential  campaign  of 
1852  he  served  as  editor  of  the  Jefferson  Herald,  per- 
forming the  duties  of  his  task  chiefly  at  night,  so  as 
not  to  interfere  with  his  regular  professional  work.  In 
that  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  for  the 
counties  of  Titus  and  Cass,  and  the  authorship  of  the 
common  school  system  then  adopted  for  Texas  was  di- 
rectly credited  to  him,  he  having  prepared  the  bill  and 
followed  it  to  its  final  passage.  In  1854  he  moved,  for 
the  sake  of  his  health,  to  the  town  of  Waxahachie,  then 
a  small  village,  beautifully  located  on  the  waters  of  the 
Waxahachie  river,  and  here  he  soon  found  himself 
deluged  in  a  practice  that  included  seven  counties.  His 
progress  from  then  u])  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war  was 
rapid,  and  during  the  war  he  served  in  the  position  of 
judge  of  the  Sixteenth  Judicial  District,  a  position  in 
which  he  felt  he  could  render  better  service,  owing  to 
the  ill  state  of  his  health,  than  he  could  on  the  field  of 
battle.  His  was  a  lawless  district,  but  the  judge  with 
a  firm  hand  maintained  the  supremacy  of  the  law  to 
the  end  of  the  war.  At  one  time,  in  Parker  county,  his 
life  was  threatened  in  the  event  that  he  should  attempt 
to  hold  court  and  organize  a  grand  jury,  and  it  is 
needless  to  say  that  the  judge  carried  out  his  plans  to 
the  letter,  afterward  indicting  the  parties,  who  were  in 
due  time  tried  and  convicted.  Thus  was  the  spirit  of 
insubordination  successfully  quelled  in  his  district.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  the  judge  retired  to  the  duties  of 
a  practicing  attorney,  and  in  1868  he  associated  him- 
self in  a  banking  enterprise  with  a  Mr.  Getzandaner. 
Judge  Ferris  withdrew  from  the  bank  some  eight  years 
later  in  favor  of  his  son,  and  formed  a  partnership 
with  a  Mr.  Rainey  that  endured  for  several  years,  and 
conducted  some  of  the  most  important  litigation  that 
was  carried  on  in  the  county.  In  1875  Judge  Ferris 
was  chosen  by  the  people  to  frame  a  new  constitution 
for  the  state  of  Texas,  and  he  rendered  a  most  praise- 
worthy service  in  that  important  work.  Later  he  was 
one  of  the  five  commissioners  appointed  by  Governor 
Coke  to  amend  and  revise  the  statutory  laws  of  the 
state,  and  this  laborious  task  was  carried  to  comple- 
tion with  great  credit  to  the  commission.     The  articles 
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in  the  revised  statutes  relating  to  "Public  Lands," 
"Statute  of  Frauds,"  "Trespass  to  Try  Title," 
' '  Poreible  Entry  and  Detainer, "  "  Registration, ' '  etc., 
were  the  work  of  Judge  Ferris,  and  so  well  were  they 
prepared  that  in  a  committee  appointed  in  later  years 
to  re-digest  and  revise  the  laws,  they  were  required  not 
to  change  or  alter  any  word  or  sentence,  or  even  the 
punctuation,  in  the  former  revision. 

Judge  Ferris  was  oue  of  the  delegates  from  Texas  to 
the  National  Democratic  Oonventiou  in  Chicago  in  ISS-i, 
and  that  was  his  last  act  of  participation  in  the  public 
life  of  his  district.  He  withdrew  from  all  activities  of 
a  public  nature,  and  devoted  himself  thereafter  to  a 
quiet  private  life,  his  closing  days  being  passed  in  his 
fine  home,  surrounded  by  every  comfort  and  luxury.  He 
was  for  many  years  a  consistent  member  and  supporter 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  v.hurch.  South,  and  his 
daily  works  were  of  the  most  exemplary  order,  show- 
ing forth  many  of  the  gentler  Christian  virtues  and 
the  straightforwardness  and  integrity  of  a  genuine  man- 
hood. 

Mrs.  French,  whose  brother  Judge  Ferris  was,  died 
in  1894,  the  mother  of  five  children.  Ella  died  un- 
married; Ida  is  the  widow  of  W.  C.  HoUenquist  and 
resides  in  Terrell,  Texas;  Wesley  A.  is  the  subject  of 
this  review ;  Mary  A.  died  in  Kaufman  as  the  wife  of 
M.  F.  Porter,  leaving  two  children;  Anna  married  the 
late  John  C.  Graves,  one  of  the  leading  merchants  and 
citizens  of  Kaufman,  and  has  one  son,  June  Graves. 

Wesley  Allen  French  was  born  at  Tarrant,  Texas,  on 
December  9,  1853,  and  during  his  childhood  was  ever  a 
valuable  aid  to  the  material  welfare  of  the  family.  He 
was  a  part  of  the  little  store  that  his  father  conducted 
in  Kaufman,  and  when  his  father  died  in  1873  he  re- 
turned home  from  W'axahachie,  where  he  had  been  at- 
tending school,  and  since  that  time  has  not  strayed 
from  Kaufman.  He  saw  to  it  that  the  little  store  was 
conducted  in  such  manner  as  to  maintain  in  comfort  the 
family  and  educate  the  younger  sisters,  and  in  the  years 
he  has  devoted  to  it  he  has  outgrown  two  business 
houses,  and  recently  erected  a  third,  which  will  per- 
manently mark  the  spot  upon  which  Allen  Oliver  French 
launched  his  business  life  in  the  county  seat. 

As  success  in  the  mercantile  business  followed  Mr. 
French,  he  concluded  to  devote  himself  to  activities  in 
the  cattle  business,  as  an  experiment,  and  so  well  did 
his  experiment  work  out  that  for  thirty-five  years  now 
he  has  been  thus  occupied.  He  has  displayed  a  rare 
judgment  and  sagacity  in  perfecting  shipments  of  beef 
for  the  markets,  and  his  cattle  rarely  nii«s  the  top  price 
for  beef,  while  packers  have  come  tH  km.n  Mr.  Fieuch 
through  their  long  acquaintance  with  tlu'  |ii(i'liii-fs  of 
his  ranch.  His  fine  farm  of  eight  hundred  a.-res  in  the 
vicinity  of  Kaufman,  as  well  as  his  business  house  in 
the  city,  testify  substantially  to  the  character  of  his 
material  progress  in  this  community,  as  well  as  adding 
not  a  little  to  the  appearance  niul  wealth  of  the  same. 

Mr.  French  has  been  twice  iii;iri  id.  In  1889  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Emma  Irvine,  ;i  cl:Ml^llter  of  Judge  John 
Irvine,  of  Terrell,  and  she  di.'d  in  Mi92,  leaving  a  son 
and  a  daughter.  William  Allen  was  graduated  from 
the  A.  &  M.  College  of  Texas  in  the  class  of  1913,  and  is 
now  at  the  head  of  his  father's  business  interests. 
Mattie  Lee  was  born  in  1890.  In  June,  1S9.5,  Mr.  French 
married  Miss  Araminta  Love,  a  daughter  of  John  K. 
Love,  a  farmer,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Texas. 
He  was  a  conspicuous  character  of  Kaufman  county  for 
many  years,  and  a  Confederate  soldier.  The  children 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  French  are  eight  in  numlier  and  are 
named  as  follows:  Jane  and  Julia,  who  are  twins; 
Ferris,  named  in  honor  of  his  maternal  grandmother 's 
family;    Eachael,    Thad,    Katie,    Dick   and   John    Weslev. 

Mr.   French  has  never   I n    a    man    tu   ^levnte   liiniself 

to  fraternal  or  other  seejal  life,  ennlinin;;  liis  aiientions 
to  his  family  and  his  l,iisiii,.c«  affairs,  ife  has.  In.uever, 
been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  cluireh,  and  served  it  as 


a  steward  for  many  years.  He  is  one  of  the  solid  and 
conservative  men  of  Kaufman  who  has  reached  a  hi^h 
place  in  material  prosperity  as  a  result  of  his  own  ac- 
tivities, and  his  place  here  in  the  esteem  of  the  people 
is  one  that  is  undeniably  secure  and  desirable. 

Otis  T.  Bacon.  Thirty  years  of  residence  and  official 
activities  have  given  Mr.  Bacon  a  place  of  honor  where 
he  might  properly  be  called  the  foremost  citizen  of 
Wichita  Falls.  He  was  chosen  many  years  ago  to  fill 
the  first  term  as  mayor  after  the  incorporation  of  the 
city  and  that  distinction  will  be  associated  with  his  name 
as  long  as  Wichita  Falls  has  a  history.  Thus  in  an 
official  and  private  capacity  he  has  done  much  to  pro- 
mote the  general  improvement  and  upbuilding  of  this 
fine  commercial  center  of  Texas.  For  the  past  six  years 
he  has  served  as  postmaster  and  his  administration  of 
that  office  has  been  productive  of  many  changes  and 
improvements  in  the  service  and  he  was  the  organizer 
of  the  first  regular,  city  delivery  service  in  Wichita  Falls 
and  during  his  term  has  also  been  completed  the  splendid 
new  postoffice  building, 

Otis  T,  Bacon  was  born  at  Paris  in  Bourbon  county. 
Kentucky,  September  13,  1858.  His  father  was  Warren 
A.  Bacon,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in  the  town 
of  Dudley,  September  18,  1816,  moving  to  Kentucky  in 
1840  and  becoming  a  farmer  and  banker  and  a  Very 
successful  man  in  that  locality.  During  his  early  years 
of  Kentucky  residence  he  taught  school  and  was  com- 
paratively a  poor  man  when  he  began  his  career  in  that 
state.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Whig  and  afterwards  a 
Eepublican  and  in  religion  was  an  Universalist.  His 
death  occurred  at  Paris,  Bourbon  county,  Kentucky, 
June  28,  1902,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Belle  Talbott,  a 
daughter  of  Louis  and  Sarah  Talbott,  and  she  was  born 
in  Bourbon  county,  April  1,  1836,  and  died  in  August, 
1898,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  She  was  the  mother 
of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
Otis  was  the  third.  The  Bacon  family  has  a  long  an- 
cestral record,  going  back  to  the  parish  of  Winston  in 
Suffolk  county,  England,  to  the  year  1600.  The  first 
ancestor  of  record  was  Michael  Bacon,  and  Michael 
Bacon,  .Jr.,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Dedham,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  resided  from  1635,  the  vear  in  which 
he  came  from  England.  Many  of  the  family  in  that 
and  subsequent  generations  took  part  in  the  Indian  wars 
and  also  in  the  Revolutionary  struggles.  An  uncle  of 
Otis  T.  Bacon  was  Edward  Davis  Bacon,  eighth  in 
descent  from  the  original  American  settlers,  and  was 
a  missionary  in  the  cause  of  liberal  Christianity,  while 
his  .younger  brother,  William  S.  Bacon,  was  a  preacher 
of  the  Universalist  faith.  The  Universalist  Society  in 
Oxford  was  the  third  society  of  that  faith  in  America 
being  organized  in  1775,  and  all  the  Learned  and  Davis 
families,  who  were  ancestors  of  Mr.  Bacon,  were  sub- 
scribers to  the  organization  of  the  church.  On  the  ma- 
ternal side  Mr,  Bacon  is  descended  from  early  Virginians 
of  English  descent  who  had  lived  in  that  commonwealth 
from  before  the  Revolutionary  war.  Grandfather  .Tames 
Jones  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  was  in  the  Kintrs 
Mountain  fight.  He  was  also  in  the  figlif  at  (;i,iM\,r,| 
Court  House,  in  which  he  was  taken  prison,  i.  .uel  ,1,-1 
on  a  British  prison  ship.  .Tames  Jones  married  Vii.ilielle 
Kennedy,  whose  father,  Jesse  Kennedy,  was  an  official 
surveyor  in  Kentucky,  and  lived  on 'Kennedy's  creek 
where  he  was  among  the  first  settlers. 

Otis  T.  Bacon  was  educated  in  the  private  schools  of 
Kentn.'ky  .and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  left  home  with 
limite.l  i_eM,nrees  and  arrived  at  Taylor.  Texas,  in  Octo- 
ber, Is,  ,,  hi^  (irst  employment  being  as  clerk  in  a  store 
at  that  place.  He  lived  there  for  six  years  and  on 
August  10,  1883,  arrived  and  became  a  citizen  of  Wich- 
ita Falls,  which  was  then  a  small  village.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  was  successfully  identified  with  the  real 
estate  business  in  this  city  and  as  a  result  of  early  and 
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continued  investments  in  the  city  and  adjacent  country 
he  bas  accumulated  a  large  fortune,  his  holdings  consist- 
ing of  business  and  residence  property.  At  the  solicita- 
tion of  Col.  Cecil  A.  Lyon,  chairman  and  national  com- 
mitteeman of  Texas,  Mr.  Bacon  consented  to  have  Ms 
name  presented  to  the  president  for  the  position  of 
postmaster  of  Wichita  Palls.  On  November  1,  1907, 
President  Boosevelt  appointed  him  postmaster  and  he 
has  conducted  the  office  from  that  time  to  the  present 
writing.  On  January  1,  1913,  the  postoffice  was  moved 
into  the  new  Federal  building,  a  structure  which  is  an 
ornament  and  credit  to  Wichita  Falls  and  which  was 
built  at  a  cost  of  $67,868.50.  This  is  said  to  be  the 
finest  oflSee  in  a  city  _of  its  size  in  the  state  of  Texas. 
Fifteen  clerks  now  compose  the  staff  of  the  local  post- 
office  and  there  are  six  city  and  six  rural  carriers.  Mr. 
Bacon,  among  other  things,  has  the  credit  for  having 
established  and  supervised  the  new  service  of  the  parcel 
post  at  the  beginning  of  1913,  and  has  inaugurated 
many  other  changes  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens.  The 
total  business  of  the  local  office  for  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1908,  was  $18,036.13.  Each  year  from  that 
time  forward  showed  a  large  increase  and  the  total 
receipts  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1913,  were 
$47,352.90.  In  1908  the  office  had  only  four  clerks,  there 
were  three  rural  carriers  and  no  city  carriers.  When  he 
became  postmaster  Mr.  Bacon  found  the  local  office  in 
a  very  unsatisfactory  state  and  he  accepted  the  office 
under  protest.  His  management,  however,  soon  cleared 
up  all  the  disorder  and  for  several  j'ears  he  has  had 
a  record  as  head  of  one  of  the  best  conducted  postoffiees 
in  Texas. 

In  February,  1889,  Mr.  Bacon  served  as  county  road 
overseer  and  in  that  position  graded  the  first  road  in 
Wichita  county.  He  held  the  office  for  six  months,  until 
the  fall  of  1889.  At  that  date  Wichita  Palls  was  in- 
corporated, and  Mr.  Bacon  was  chosen  the  first  mayor. 
He  was  re-elected  in  the  following  April  and  served  two 
years  and  nine  months.  He  was  also  president  of  the 
school  board  for  two  years,  and  for  three  years  was  a 
member  of  the  city  council.  A  Eepublican  in  polities, 
he  has  always  been  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  Texas 
party.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  at  Wichita  Falls,  the  Benev- 
olent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  in  this  city,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  local  chamber  of  commerce.  He  has 
membership  in  the  Christian  church. 

On  December  9,  1885,  at  Muir,  in  Fayette  county, 
Kentucky,  he  married  Miss  Drusie  Smith,  a  native  of 
Fayette  county  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Augusta 
Smith,  old  residents  of  that  vicinity.  The  two  children 
born  to  their  union  are  Otis  T.,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Benjamin  B.,  born  at  Muir,  Kentuckv,  June  20, 
1892. 

Mr.  Bacon  is  very  democratic  in  his  tastes  and  rela- 
tions, has  been  a  friend  of  the  laboring  man  and  of 
labor  organizations  and  many  of  his  staunehest  admirers 
are  among  what  is  often  called  the  common  people.  He 
possesses  very  broad  views,  is  a  man  of  versatile  accom- 
plishments and  has  many  delightful  reminiscences  of 
old-time  days  in  Texas  and  Wichita  Falls.  During  his 
conduct  of  the  local  postoffice  he  has  never  made  a  prac- 
tice of  keeping  his  door  locked  to  the  public  and  any 
one  has  ready  access  to  his  hearing  and  counsel. 

William  John  Yates,  tax  assessor  of  Kaufman 
county,  Texas,  was  born  in  Dallas  county,  this  state, 
March  4,  1871,  the  son  of  a  Dallas  county  farmer,  Eli 
Tates. 

Eli  Yates  was  a  native  of  Alabama,  but  he  grew  up 
and  married  in  Scott  county,  Mississippi,  and  from  there 
enlisted  his  services  in  the  Confederate  army.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  luka  and  other  engagements 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
war  brought  his  family  to  Texas.  In  his  youth  he  had 
no  opportunities  for  schooling,  and  in  the  battle  of  life 


he  was  hampered  by  reason  of  his  lack  of  an  education. 
On  coming  to  Texas  he  settled  on  the  old  Caruth  farm, 
near  Dallas,  from  whence,  a  few  years  after  the  birth  of 
his  son  John,  he  removed  to  Kaufman  county.  His  life 
was  that  of  the  quiet,  honest  farmer,  and  in  his  re- 
ligious views  he  harmonized  with  the  teachings  of  the 
Baptist  church,  of  which  he  was  a  worthy  member. 
He  passed  away  in  1909.  His  widow,  Angerona  (Wig- 
gins) Yates,  survived  him  a  few  years  and  her  death 
occurred  in  June,  1912.  They  were  the  parents  of 
James  A.  and  Willoughby  E.,  of  Forney,  Texas;  Mrs. 
George  Deeds,  of  Arlington,  Texas;  Mrs.  E.  J.  Ball,  of 
Forney,  and  William  John,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch. 

William  John  Yates  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm. 
He  attended  the  schools  near  his  home  and  also  for  a 
session  or  two  was  a  student  at  Baylor  University.  His 
first  work  away  from  the  farm  was  as  a  clerk  for  the 
Conway-McCord  Company,  a  leading  mercantile  estab- 
lishment of  Terrell,  Texas,  where  he  won  several  pro- 
motions, until  he  was  made  buyer  in  the  shoe  depart- 
ment, a  position  he  held  for  fifteen  consecutive  years. 
He  was  with  the  firm  from  the  time  it  opened  its  first 
goods  in  Terrell  in  January,  1893,  untU  he  resigned 
his  place  in  order  to  enter  upon  his  duties  as  a  public 
officer  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Yates  made  the  campaign  for  assessor  in  1912 
in  a  field  where  five  candidates  were  competing  for  the 
office,  and  he  led  the  nearest  competitor  six  hundred 
votes,  winning  the  nomination  and  subsequent  election, 
and  in  November,  1912,  being  installed  as  the  successor 
of  Ed  Legg. 

As  a  lodge  man,  Mr.  Yates  affiliates  with  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Yeomen.  He  is  past 
chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Lodge.  He  holds  to  the  religious  Creed  in 
which  he  was  reared,  that  of  the  Baptist  church, 
and  he  is  noted  for  his  genial  good  nature,  his  popularity 
being  bounded  only  by  his  acquaintance. 

October  23,  1896,  at  Terrell,  Texas,  Mr.  Yates  and 
Miss  Eddie  Clary  were  united  in  marriage,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Fred  and  Gordon.  Mrs. 
Yates'  father,  John  Clary,  died  at  Corsicana,  Texas, 
when  she  was  a  child.  Her  mother,  Mary  (Eedden) 
Hanson,  is  still  living.  There  were  two  children  in  the 
Clary  family — Mrs.  Yates  and  John  Clary,  a  resident 
of  Crandall,  Texas. 

Henry  Sparks,  clerk  of  Kaufman  county  and  a  na- 
tive son  thereof,  is  one  of  the  prominent  public  officials 
of  these  parts.  He  has  been  in  the  public  service  for  a 
number  of  years,  beginning  his  official  career  as  a  par- 
ticularly young  man,  and  has  gained  a  wide  prominence 
in  these  parts  because  of  his  many  excellent  traits  of 
character  and  the  high  order  of  the  service  he  has  given 
to  the  public. 

Born  at  Abies  Springs,  Texas,  on  November  18,  1874, 
Henry  Sparks  is  the  son  of  George  W.  and  Sophia 
Adams  Sparks,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Ezekiel  Abies. 
The  father  came  to  Texas  as  a  child  of  three  years,  in 
company  with  his  widowed  mother  and  several  children. 
They  were  from  Tennessee,  and  there  the  father  was 
born  in  1849,  a  son  of  William  Sparks,  who  passed 
away  in  the  full  vigor  of  manhood,  leaving  a  widow  and 
seven  young  children  to  battle  with  the  world  without 
a  father's  care.  The  widowed  mother  guided  her  little 
family  to  Texas,  making  the  journey  by  wagon  to 
Cherokee  county,  where  she  made  her  first  stop,  in  1852. 
She  remained  there  until  1858,  when  she  came  to  Kauf- 
man county,  and  here  spent  her  final  years.  She  settled 
in  the  timber  regions  in  the  vicinity  of  Terrell  and 
slowly  accomplished  the  task  of  making  a  productive 
and  self-supporting  farm,  which  clothed  and  educated 
her   children   and   maintained   her   in    comparative   com- 
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fort  while  she  lived.  She  was  denied  an  education,  but 
she  could  read  and  write,  and  was  a  devoted  student  of 
her  bible,  and  few  of  the  laymen  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists could  cope  with  her  in  quoting  from  Holy  Writ. 
She  dwelt  much  in  later  life  upon  the  things  of  the 
spirit,  and  her  life  was  a  blessing  to  all  who  came  within 
the  circle  of  her  acquaintance.  When  she  died  in  1907 
she  was  seventy-three  years  old.  Those  of  her  children 
who  reached  mature  years  were  as  follows:  Martha, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Carey  A.  MeCraeken,  and  re- 
sides on  White's  Prairie,  Kaufman  county;  George  W., 
of  Abies  Springs,  the  father  of  the  subject;  James  M., 
of  Terrell,  Texas;  Lucinda,  the  wife  of  T.  B.  Enochs, 
of  Sulphur  Springs,  and  Samuel,  who  died  unmarried. 

George  W.  Sjparks  reached  manhood  without  gaining 
more  than  the  rudiments  of  an  education,  and  the 
mother  's  frugal  home  in  the  sandy  land  of  the  Terrell  vi- 
cinity was  his  home  until  he  married  in  1872.  His  wife 
was  Mrs.  Sophia  Adams,  the  daughter  of  Ezekiel  Abies, 
who  came  to  Kaufman  county  from  Nacogdoches  county, 
but  was  originally  of  Mississippi  origin.  He  was  a 
large  land  owner  in  the  vicinity  of  Abies  Springs,  and 
the  place  was  named  in  his  honor.  Mrs.  Sparks  was 
born  in  Nacogdoches  county  in  1838.  When  her  first 
husband  died  he  left  her  with  six  children,  named  as 
follows:  Young,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven 
in  Kaufman  county;  James,  of  Sulphur  Springs,  Okla- 
homa; John  K.,  of  Childress,  Texas;  Wade  Hampton, 
of  Eoyce,  Texas;  William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years,  and  Jasper,  of  Abies  Springs.  The  issue 
of  the  marriage  of  George  W.  and  Sophia  Sparks  were 
Henry,  of  this  review,  and  Maggie,  the  widow  of  James 
Russell,  of  Kaufman  county.     Mrs.  Sparks  died  in  1902. 

Henry  Sparks  gained  his  early  educational  training  in 
Abies  Springs,  and  finished  his  studies  in  Hills  Business 
College,  Dallas,  after  which  he  spent  a  few  seasons  on 
the  home  farm,  coming  in  1902  to  the  office  of  the  county 
clerk  as  his  deputy,  the  incumbent  of  the  office  being 
J.  E.  Boykin.  He  served  in  that  capacity  for  four 
years,  and  was  then  selected  by  the  directors  of  the 
Citizens'  National  Bank  of  Kaufman  as  assistant  cash- 
ier, where  he  passed  the  succeeding  four  years.  Thence 
he  went  into  the  race  for  the  office  of  county  clerk  and 
defeated  all  comers  for  nomination,  succeeding  Clerk 
Hindman  in  the  office  in  Xovember  of  that  year.  He 
was  renominated  without  opposition  in  1912,  and  he  is 
widely  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  efficient  and  capable 
men  ever  intrusted  with  the  administration  of  the  office 
in  the  county.  He  is  familiar  with  the  duties  of  other 
county  officials  through  actual  contact  with  them,  and 
in  the  matter  of  public  records  his  system  is  the  embodi- 
ment of  clerical  perfection. 

On  May  13,  1897,  at  Abies  Springs,  Mr.  Sparks  was 
married  to  Miss  Bessie  Lord,  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
J.  Lord  and  his  wife,  Emily  (Hunt)  Lord.  They  came 
from  Florida  to  Texas,  and  Mrs.  Sparks  is  one  of  the 
five  children  of  the  family,  the  others  being  William 
H.,  Ella,  who  married  Eobert  Samples  and  died  in 
Kaufman  county,  and  Miss  Mamie  Lord.  The  children 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sparks  are  William  J.  Bryan,  Herman 
and  Lucile,  all  of  whom  are  exceptionally  brilliant  and 
give  splendid  promise  for  future  achievement. 

Mr.  Sparks  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  was  secretary  of  the  local  lodge  and  of 
the  Odd  Fellows  Association  for  several  years.  He  per- 
formed a  like  duty  for  the  Pretorians  upon  becoming 
identified  fraternally  with  that  order,  and  it  may  be 
further  stated  that  he  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Oak- 
wood  Camp  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  was 
once  clerk  of  that  camp.  He  is  a  man  who  enjoys  a 
deal  of  popularity  with  his  fellows  in  and  about  the 
county,  and  is  one  of  the  genial,  wholesouled  men  who 
ever  find  friends  and  continue  to  retain  them  through 
the  years. 


Henry  Clifton  Hicks,  president  of  the  Hicks- 
Kellam  Company,  a  dry  goods  and  ladies'  ready-to-wear 
establishment  of  Kaufman,  Texas,  ranks  with  the  lead- 
ing merchants  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Hicks  has  been  a  resident  of  Kaufman  since  1883, 
at  which  time  a  valise  full  of  good  clothes,  a  mercan- 
tile experience,  and  a  little  pocket  change — less  than 
a  hundred  dollars — constituted  his  capital  stock,  and  he 
was  only  twenty  years  of  age.  Mr.  Kailey,  at  this  writ- 
ing president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Terrell, 
stood  sponsor  for  the  young  man  and  induced  the  firm 
of  Muckleroy  and  Sons  of  Kaufman  to  give  him  a  clerk- 
ship  in   their   store. 

A  residence  of  three  years  here  gave  Mr.  Hicks  a 
wide  acquaintance,  won  him  a  confidence  in  the  commu- 
nity that  he  could  coin  into  money  under  certain  circum- 
stances, and  also  won  him  a  companion  for  life 's  path- 
way. Then  he  married  and  soon  afterward  faced  the 
world  as  a  merchant  instead  of  a  clerk. 

In  his  early  boyhood  Mr.  Hicks  had  become  dissatis- 
fied at  home  and  fell  a  victim  to  the  ' '  call  of  the 
wild,"  as  it  were.  So  he  ran  away,  or  left  without  the 
permission  of  his  parents,  and  started  an  independent 
career.  In  the  community  of  Downsville,  Louisiana,  he 
found  a  hame  with  Maj.  E.  S.  Pipes,  a  farmer  and 
merchant,  with  whom  he  spent  a  year  on  the  farm.  The 
many  good  qualities  of  the  boy,  especially  his  alertness 
and  his  genial  manner,  marked  him  as  possessing  the 
requisites  for  a  mercantile  career,  and  his  employer  took 
him  out  of  the  field  and  placed  him  behind  the  counter. 
During  the  next  five  years  he  gained  an  experience  at 
DownsvUle  that  proved  the  opening  wedge  to  a  business 
career  of  his  own  when  the  moment  for  real  action  ar- 
rived. When  he  married,  Mr.  Hicks  had  eight  years' 
business  experience  to  his  credit,  and  he  had  a  personal 
credit  of  which  he  was  ignorant.  His  old  employer  at 
Downsville  proposed  a  business  partnership  and  furnished 
five  thousand  dollars  with  which  to  open  the  business  at 
Kaufman.  For  eleven  months  Major  Pipes  gave  the 
enterprise  his  presence,  and  during  that  time  convinced 
himself  that  he  had  made  no  mistake  in  placing  his 
money  ' '  on  the  boy, ' '  and  he  proposed  to  sell  the  busi- 
ness to  his  ambitious  young  partner  ' '  on  time. ' '  This 
was  done,  and  some  of  the  personal  notes  given  by 
the  young  merchant  as  the  sole  security  of  his  benefactor 
still  lie  among  the  former 's  personal  papers  and  are 
prized  as  a  reminder  of  his  first  important  successful 
transaction. 

Mr.  Hicks  continued  in  business  alone  until  Septem- 
ber, 1912,  when  he  incorporated  as  the  Hicks-Kellman 
Company,  with  a  capital  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
He  is  president  of  the  company;  J.  S.  Kellam,  vice 
president;  O.  T.  Kellam,  secretary;  and  Joseph  Kellam, 
treasurer. 

During  his  long  period  of  merchandising  at  Kauf- 
man, business  conditions  have  fluctuated  with  the  rise 
and  fall  of  the  commercial  barometer  of  the  country 
and  once  or  twice  a  grasping  or  miserly  creditor  could 
have  plunged  his  enterprise  into  ruin  but  for  the  re- 
sponse of  some  loyal  heart  who  knew  his  worth,  his 
spirit  and  his  pluck  and  carried  him  through  the  deep 
waters  of  obligation  to  where  he  could  wade  again  and 
preserve  his  name  untarnished.  He  never  told  his  trou- 
bles to  anyone  but  his  creditors.  He  always  faced  per- 
sons he  owed  and  sold  his  goods  with  a  smile  and  a 
firm  clasp  and  created  more  confidence  and  more  credit. 
The  fighting  spirit  of  his  father  was  mixed  in  generous 
proportion  in  his  own  makeup,  and  his  motto  was  ' '  Never 
Quit."  If  his  task  seemed  hopeless,  he  stuck  the  closer 
to  it,  and  he  appreciated  a  victory  more  after  it  was 
won  against  the  expressed  judgment  of  men  of  busi- 
ness. When  in  a  pinch  for  a  large  sum  of  cash  for  im- 
mediate use,  he  went  to  the  source  of  money  and  pleaded 
his  own  cause  successfully  and  made  his  financier  proud 
of  the  transaction  by  paying  the  loan  before  it  was  due. 

Henry  Clifton  Hicks  was  born  at  DownsvUle,  Louiai- 
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ana,  January  27,  1861.  All  the  scbooling  he  received 
was  betore  his  fifteenth  year.  His  parental  home  was 
that  of  a  doctor  and  preacher,  for  his  father  both  prac- 
ticed medicine  and  expounded  the  gospel  as  a  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  during  a  long  and  effective  career. 
Henry  C.  was  the  seventh  of  eight  children  of  the  fam- 
ily of  which  Dr.  Dulaney  L.  Hicks  was  the  paternal 
head. 

Dr.  Hicks  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1824  and  came 
into  Louisiana  in  early  life.  He  received  his  medical 
degree  from  Tulane  University,  ^ew  Orleans,  and  prac- 
ticed his  profession  in  Union  parish,  at  Farmersville 
and  Downsville,  for  more  than  sixty  years.  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  between  the  states,  he  was  commis- 
sioned Captain  of  one  of  the  first  companies  that  left 
northern  Louisiana  for  the  front  in  defense  of  the  Con- 
federate cause.  In  his  church  work  he  was  active  all 
his  life,  he  proved  himself  an  able  and  effective  min- 
ister, and  he  actually  "died  in  the  harness"  at  Miles, 
Texas,  in  1908.  At  one  time  he  was  State  Evangelist 
of  Louisiana  for  his  church.  He  dealt  always  in  truth 
and  fairness;  and  he  was  peaceful  and  peace  loving,  but 
one  had  only  to  dispute  his  word  to  be  knocked  down 
for  his  trouble.  His  mental  processes  were  of  the  high- 
est order;  his  literary  education  came  rather  from  obser- 
vation and  experience  than  from  training  in  school.  He 
made  no  history  in  politics,  but  he  knew  Masonic  work 
and  was  given  a  Masonic  burial.  Before  he  reached  his 
majority.  Doctor  Hicks  married  a  school  girl  of  his 
Alabama  locality  and  moved  to  Louisiana,  where  they 
began  their  wedded  life.  She  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Fore- 
hand and  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children. 

Henry  C.  Hicks  has  given  of  his  time  to  affairs  m 
Kaufman,  as  a  member  of  the  city  council,  in  which 
he  served  for  a  period  of  eight  years  and  during  the 
time  when  important  matters  of  urban  life  were  being 
matured.  "When  Kaufman's  public  school  building  was 
erected  he  was  chairman  of  the  finance  committee.  As 
a  citizen  he  stands  for  temperance  and  sobriety  and 
opposed  to  the  saloon.  He  has  lived  in  Kaufman  with 
the  saloon  and  without  it,  and  the  principle  of  prohibi- 
tion has  been  demonstrated  to  his  satisfaction  as  the 
proper  one  for  his  community.  Legalizing  a  traffic  m 
human  lives  through  the  liquor  route  merits,  as  he  be- 
lieves, the  condemnation  of  every  family  man. 

December  9,  1884,  Mr.  Hicks  was  married  to  Miss 
Cornelia  (Neely)  Nash,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Cornelius 
Nash,  whose  career  as  a  citiyen  of  Kaufman  county 
reached  its  zenith  the  first  dozen  years  after  the  war 
and  ended  prematurely  in  his  death.  Misses  Eobm  and 
Patti  Hicks  are  the  children  of  this  marriage.  The 
former  was  educated  in  Hollins,  Virginia,  and  the  latter 
at  Christian  College,  Columbia,  Missouri. 

Philip  Gordon  Bacon  has  been  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  at  Kaufman  since  1897,  and  since  early  in 
the  70 's  has  been  a  resident  of  Kaufman  county.  For 
several  years  he  was  engaged  in  making  a  farm  west 
of  the  county  seat  and  in  exploiting  the  common  prod- 
ucts peculiar  to  Texas.  Thus  he  belongs  to  the  class  of 
rural  home-builders  close  upon  the  heels  of  the  pastoral 
era  on  the  prairies  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Bacon  is  a  contribution  of  the  north  to  the 
amalgamating  civilization  of  the  south.  He  was  born 
at  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  October  10,  1850,  son  of  Henry 
Hiram  Bacon,  who  migrated  to  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try from  Schenectady,  New  York,  where  he  and  his 
wife  were  born  about  the  year  1820,  and  from  whence 
they  accompanied  their  parents  to  Michigan  in  1833. 
The  father  of  Henry  H.  Bacon  was  a  farmer  and  his 
son  clung  to  that  liiie  of  work  and  also  became  inter- 
ested in  merchandising.  He  was  a  merchant  of  Ypsi- 
lanti at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1850.  He  married 
Eleanor  Vought,  a  daughter  of  Philip  Grandon  Vought, 
of  Pennsylvania-German  family.  Henry  H.  Bacon  left 
an  only  son,  and  his  widow  became  the  wife  of  Milton 


Pettibone,  who  followed  the  westward  course  of  empire 
in  the  latter  50  's,  and  settled  on  a  claim  in  Douglas 
county,  Kansas,  in  1858.  He  lived  there  through  the 
period  of  promiscuous  settlement,  through  the  events 
of  the  QuantreU  Eaid,  and  through  the  era  of  railroad 
building  which  gave  Kansas  such  an  impetus  and  put 
her  lands  upon  the  market  as  securities  and  filled  up 
her  prairies  with  a  cosmopolitan  citizenship  unlike  that 
of  any  of  the  older  states. 

While  the  Civil  war  was  going  on,  Milton  Pettibone 
was  in  the  Union  army  and  was  commissioned  captain 
of  the  company  he  raised  in  the  community  of  Black 
Jack  where  he  lived.  He  remained  in  the  army  while 
the  war  lasted  and  with  the  resumption  of  peace  re- 
turned to  his  family  and  the  prairie  •  farm.  He  con- 
tinued his  agrarian  vocation  untU  the  weight  of  years 
pressed  upon  him,  when  he  moved  to  Lawrence,  Kansas, 
and  there  passed  away  at  a  ripe  old  age.  His  own  chil- 
dren were  Eluiyra,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Mendenhall,  of 
Colorado;  Nellie,  wife  of  Henry  Wilkins,  of  Spokane, 
Washington,  and  Charles  Pettibone,  of  Lawrence, 
Kansas. 

Philip  G.  Bacon  spent  his  boyhood  among  the  pioneers 
of  eastern  Kansas  and  assisted  his  stepfather  with  the 
preliminary  work  of  their  new-  home.  He  acquired  a  fair 
education  notwithstanding  he  was  out  of  the  fringe  of 
settlement,  but  Kansas  always  provided  for  the  edu- 
cation of  her  youth  first,  and  he  was  a  Kansas  youth. 
He  saw  the  railroad  come  through  his  locality,  estab- 
lish the  station  of  Wellsville  near  his  own  home  and  got 
his  first  important  employment  aw'ay  from  the  farm 
in  the  actual  building  of  that  branch  of  the  Santa  Fe 
road.  He  left  the  friends  of  his  boyhood  in  1879  and 
took  a  team  to  a  railroad  construction  camp  and  went 
to  work  on  the  grade.  He  worked  on  the  M.  K.  and  T. 
railroad  grade  then  being  constructed  from  Sedalia  to 
Fort  Scott,  on  a  part  of  the  Missouri  Pacific  system 
from  Holden,  Missouri,  to  Paola,  Kansas.  Following 
this  experience  he  traded  for  a  claim  in  Elk  county, 
Kansas,  where  he  communed  with  primitive  nature  for  a 
year  and  sighed  as  he  missed  the  flow  of  the  "yellow" 
which  accompanied  the  force  of  railroad  builders.  So 
at  the  end  of  the  year  he  exchanged  his  claim  for  an 
outfit  and  set  out  for  a  railroad  camp,  which  he  found 
at  Newton,  Kansas,  where  the  Santa  Fe  had  concen- 
trated its  material  and  started  its  line  westward.  He 
accompanied  the  slowly  creeping  artery  of  commerce 
across  the  plains  to  Hole-in-the-Eock,  Colorado,  where 
the  work  stopped.  As  a  consequence  many  men  were 
thrown  out  of  a  job.  As  a  means  of  tiding  himself 
over  this  crisis,  Mr.  Bacon  made  his  first  trip  to  Texas, 
journeying  by  wagon  from  Coffeyville,  Kansas,  and 
bringing  with  him  three  teams  of  mules.  In  Kaufman 
county  he  took  a  contract  for  breaking  prairie  not  far 
from  "the  county  seat  for  Doctor  Dashiell.  Here  he  sur- 
prised the  native  population  by  dragging  a  plow  with 
mules  instead  of  the  proverbial  Texas  "Longhorn,"  as 
had  been  done  heretofore.  When  the  financial  sky 
cleared  up  so  that  railroad  work  was  resumed  he  re- 
turned to  that  and  abandoned,  for  a  few  years,  the  life 
of  a  farmer,  but  he  looked  forward  to  the  date  when 
he  should  become  an  actual  settler  on  the  prairie  land 
he  first  helped  to  plow  up.  He  then  took  a  contract 
for  the  construction  of  a  section  of  the  extension  of  the 
"\\'iico  Tap"  between  Hillsboro  and  Waco  and  had  to 
take  third  mortgage  bonds  for  his  pay  for  the  work. 
This  left  him  in  an  embarrassing  position,  as  he  had 
no  funds  with  which  to  pay  his  men.  Next  he  took 
a  contract  on  the  narrow  gauge  road  then  being  built 
from  Jefferson  west  and  built  a  segment  of  the  line  in 
Morris  county,  where  he  met  his  obligations  to  his  help 
and  then  secured  another  contract,  this  time  out  of 
Denison  on  the  Denison  and  Southeastern,  from  Green- 
ville to  Dallas.  He  then  returned  to  Hole-in-the- 
Eock  and  continued  with  the  Santa  Fe  line  past 
Albuquerque,   New   Mexico,   to   the   Arizona   line,   where 
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he  left  the  Atlantic  &  Pacific,  as  it  was  then  called. 
Whether  in  the  exact  order  of  their  happening  or  not, 
these  routings  account  for  his  time  ehietiy  while  he  was 
a  railroad  contractor  and  when  he  finally  abandoned 
it  he  came  back  to  the  black  land  whose  sod  he  had 
turned  over  some  years  before.  He  then  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  one  mile  north  of  Gastonia,  and  settled 
down  to  farming  in  earnest,  and  here  for  fifteen  years  he 
was  engaged  in  agrii-nltnral  pursuits  until  1S97,  when  he 
bought  his  present   IiuhIit   business. 

Jlay  2,  1878.  in  l\:iiiJni;in  ninnty,  Mr.  Bacon  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Aniuiiihi  lOlizabi-l  li  f^heltman,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  («till)  iSheltman.  Mr.  Slieltnian  came 
to  Texas  from  ip'ennsylvania  prcvimip  tu  tlic  I'ivil  \\;ir 
and  he  and  his  wife  were  marrird  ;)i  San  An-nst  im', 
the  Still  family  being  among  tlir  pioim-is  ,,f  I'rvas. 
Mrs.  Bacon  was  born  in  Kaufman  county  m  InHT.  Their 
children  are:  Perl,  wife  of  James  DeLacy,  of  Kaufman; 
Milton,  of  Crandall,  Texas;  Mary,  Alice,  Grandon  and 
Euth.  Mr.  Bacon 's  mother  died  at  Lawrence,  Kansas, 
in  January,  1913,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years.  Fra- 
ternally  Mr.   Bacon  is   an   Odd   Fellow. 

Lewis  Meriwether,  M.  D.  A  native  of  the  Lone 
Star  state  and  a  scion  of  one  of  its  distinguished  pioneer 
families,  Pr.  Meriwether  is  here  an  able  and  successful 
representative  of  the  exacting  profession  that  was  sig- 
nally dignified  and  honored  by  the  character  and  services 
of  his  father,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneer  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  Houston  county,  this  state.  In  the 
active  work  of  his  profession  he  whose  name  initiates 
this  review  has  well  upheld  the  prestige  of  the  family 
name,  as  has  he  also  as  a  loyal  and  progressive  citizen 
of  Houston  county,  his  residence  and  professional  head- 
quarters being  maintained  in  the  thriving  and  attractive 
city  of  Crockett,  the  metropolis  and  judicial  center  of  the 
county.  A  succinct  delineation  of  the  personal  appear- 
ance of  this  representative  physician  of  eastern  Texas  has 
been  given  in  the  following  words:  "Well  above  the 
average  height,  straight  as  a  pine,  with  his  kindly  fea- 
tures bronzed  by  years  of  exposure  to  sun  and  wind  and 
rain,  there  is  no  more  familiar  figure  upon  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Crockett  than  that  of  Dr.  Meriwether, 
and  no  citizen  has  more  impregnable  vantage  place  in 
popular  confidence  and  esteem." 

Dr.  Lewis  Meriwether  was  born  near  Marshall,  the 
capital  of  Harrison  county,  Texas,  on  the  2nd  of  Octo- 
ber, 1S.50,  and  is  a  son  of'  Dr.  Francis  L.  and  Ethalinda 
(Dunlap)  Meriwether,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Abbeville  district,  South  Carolina,  and  the  latter  of 
whom  was  born  in  Greene  county,  Alabama.  The  Meri- 
wether family  was  founded  in  America  in  the  early 
colonial  days  and  the  lineage  is  traced  back  to  the 
stanchest  of  English  origin.  Dr.  Francis  L.  Meri- 
wether was  a  boy  at  the  time  of  his  parents'  immigra- 
tion from  South  Carolina  to  Alabama,  where  he  was 
accorded  excellent  educational  advantages,  his  father 
having  been  a  man  of  substantial  means  and  a  citizen 
of  prominence  and  influence  in  his  community,  both 
parents  having  continued  to  reside  in  Alabama  until 
their  death.  In  preparing  for  the  work  of  his  chosen 
profession.  Dr.  P.  L.  Meriwether  availed  himself  of  the 
advantages  of  the  Lexington  Medical  College,  in  the  city 
of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  and  he  ably  qualified  himself 
according  to  the  professional  standards  of  that  period. 
Concerning  this  sterling  pioneer  physician  of  Texas  the 
following  interesting  record  has  been  given  and  is  well 
worthy  of  perpetuation  in  this  publication:  "It  is 
significant  of  the  character  of  Dr.  F.  L.  Meriwether 
that  while  he  was  a  man  of  extreme  culture  and  refine- 
ment, coming  of  a  family  born  to  an  appreciation  of  the 
best  that  civilization  offers,  yet  an  inborn  love  of  nature 
and  the  primitive  led  the  young  pioneer  physician  to 
settle  always  just  at  the  edge  of  the  better  known  haunts 
of  men.  With  his  young  wife  he  came  to  the  state  of 
Texas,   bringing  with   him   forty  slaves,   and  he   settled 


in  the  more  or  less  primitive  surroundings  of  Harrison 
county,  where  the  fishing  and  hunting  were  good  and 
where  he  could  drink  in  the  ruggedness  and  charm  of 
the  mighty  woodland.  He  first  practiced  his  profession 
in  Alabama,  ehietiy  among  the  Choctaw  Indians,  and  in 
later  years  he  related  how  he  fixed  in  the  Indian  mind 
the  time  his  prescriptions  should  be  taken,  indicating 
in  turn  certain  points  in  the  sky,  calling  attention  to 
the  sun  and  then  pretending  to  swallow."  He  came  to 
Harrison  county,  Texas,  in  184.5,  and  in  1850  he  removed 
to  Houston  county,  where  he  purchased  a  large  tract  of 
land  and  developed  a  productive  ranch,  besides  giving 
his  attention  to  the  work  of  his  profession,  in  which  he 
ministered  throughout  a  wide  territory  and  with  utmost 
si.'lf-al>negation  and  faithfulness,  so  that  his  name  is 
liclil  in  reverent  memory  in  the  community  that  long 
represented  his  home.  He  passed  the  closing  years  of 
his  life  upon  his  old  homestead  ranch,  where  he  died  in 
18S1,  in  the  fullness  of  years  and  well  earned  honors. 
Too  advanced  in  age  to  enter  the  Confederate  ranks  at 
the  time  of  the  Civil  war.  Dr.  Miyiwether  did  all  in  his 
power  to  further  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy,  and  he 
showed  his  loyalty  as  well  as  his  deep  human  sympathy 
by  providing  for  the  widows  and  families  of  soldiers 
killed  in  conflict  or  those  in  active  service  at  the  front. 
He  attended  such  families  in  a  professional  way  without 
thought  of  making  any  demand  for  compensation  and 
in  many  other  ways  he  was  kindly  and  helpful  to  those 
in  adversity  and  distres-s  .luring  that  climacteric  period 
in  the  nation's  history.  He  was  a  man  of  exalted  char- 
acter and  his  life  and  labors  counted  for  much,  as  such 
a  man  could  not  be  obscure,  whether  in  the  wilderness 
or  in  the  centers  of  metropolitan  activities.  His  cher- 
ished and  devoted  wife  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal 
in  1876,  and  both  were  devout  members  of  the  Christian 
church.  Concerning  their  six  children  the  following 
brief  record  is  given :  Huldah,  wlio  became  the  wife  of 
Dr.  Frank  Bainey,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  is  now  deceased,  as 
are  also  Frank  and  Willie  Gertrude;  Dr.  Lewis  Meri- 
wether, to  whom  this  article  is  dedicated  was  the  third 
in  order  of  birth;  Fanny  is  the  wife  of  Judge  Anson 
Eainey,  presiding  on  the  bench  of  the  court  of  civil 
appeals  in  the  city  of  Dallas;  and  Jessie  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  H.  DaUey,  a  representative  real  estate  broker 
of  that  city. 

^  In  a  retrospective  way  it  may  be  noted  that  two 
distinct  branches  of  the  Meriwether  family  have  been 
prominent  in  the  annals  of  American  history,  one  branch 
having  made  original  settlement  in  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky and  the  other  having  found  representation  in  the 
early  settlement  of  Georgia,  Alabama  and  other  southern 
states.  Meriwether  county,  Georgia,  received  its  name 
in  honor  of  a  distinguished  member  of  this  family,  and 
of  a  collateral  branch  of  the  family  was  Captain' Meri- 
wether Lewis,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  historic  Lewis 
it  Clark  expedition  across  the  western  wilds  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Government  and  at  the  time  when 
Thomas  Jefferson  was  president  of  the  United  States. 

Reared  under  the  conditions  and  influences  of  the 
pioneer  days  in  Texas,  Dr.  Lewis  Meriwether,  whose 
name  is  a  transposition  of  that  of  his  distinguished 
ancestral  kinsman.  Captain  Meriwether  Lewis,  waxed 
strong  in  mental  and  physical  powers  and  gained  an 
abiiling  appreciation  of  and  love  for  nature  through  his 
"communion  with  her  visible  forms."  He  was  accorded 
the  advantages  of  the  local  schools  and  also  received 
most  valuable  instruction  from  his  father,  both  along 
academic  and  professional  lines,  and  the  admonition  of 
his  father  had  much  to  do  with  his  adoption  of  the 
profession  in  which  he  has  achieved  much  of  success  and 
precedence.  In  1870,  after  most  eflFective  preliminary 
discipline  under  the  able  preceptorship  of  his  father. 
Dr.  Meriwether  was  matriculated  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  Tulane  University,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
in  which  institution  he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of 
the  class  of  1871  and  from  which  he  received  his  well 
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earned  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  he  initiated  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Grapeland,  Houston  county,  where  he 
served  his  novitiate  and  continued  to  maintain  his  resi- 
dence until  lfl03,  when  he  removed  to  Crockett,  the 
judicial  center  of  the  county,  where  he  has  continued  in 
active  general  practice  during  the  long  intervening  years 
which  have  been  filled  with  unwavering  devotion  to  his 
exacting  and  humane  vocation  and  by  the  attainment  of 
unequivocal  success.  He  has  kept  in  close  touch  with 
the  advances  made  in  medical  and  surgical  science  and 
has  had  recourse  to  the  best  of  its  standard  and  period- 
ical literature,  with  the  result  that  he  avails  himself  at 
all  times  of  the  most  approved  remedial  agents  and  the 
most  advanced  methods  of  surgical  manipulations.  His 
practice  is  of  extensive  and  representative  order  and  he 
is  one  of  the  leading  representatives  of  his  profession 
in  eastern  Texas,  the  while  his  success  is  the  more  grat- 
ifying to  contemplate  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the 
stage  of  his  activities  has  been  the  county  which  has 
represented  his  home  from  the  days  of  his  childhood,  his 
high  standing  in  popular  confidence  and  esteem  render- 
ing impossible  any  application  in  his  case  of  the  Scrip- 
tural aphorism  that  ' '  a  prophet  is  not  without  honor 
save  in  his  own  country." 

Dr.  Meriwether  has  ever  stood  exponent  of  most  loyal 
and  progressive  citizenship  and  has  noted  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction  the  magnificent  development  and 
growth  of  his,  native  state.  He  is  aligned  as  an  uncorn- 
promising  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Christian  church 
from  the  time  of  attaining  to  his  legal  ma,^rity.  He  is 
identified  with  the  Houston  County  Medical  Society,  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Society  and  the  American  Medical 
Association.  He  was  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of 
Master  Mason  in  the  lodge  of  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted 
Masons  at  Grapeland,  of  which  he  is  Past  Master,  and  he 
is  now  affiliated  with  Lothrop  Lodge,  No.  21,  of  Crockett. 

In  1875  Dr.  Meriwether  wedded  Miss  Jennie  Murehi- 
son,  daughter,  of  Dr.  William  F.  Murchison,  who  resided 
near  Daly,  Houston  county,  and  she  passed  to  the  life 
eternal  in  1877,  being  survived  by  two  children — Carrie 
Dunlap,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  Hart,  of  Austin, 
this  state,  and  Minnie  Jane,  who  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
Hambv,  a  representative  real  estate  dealer  of  that  city. 
In  1879  Dr.  Meriwether  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Martha  Champion,  daughter  of  the  late  William  A. 
Champion,  who  served  as  clerk  of  the  district  court  of 
Houston  county.  She  died  in  1891  and  is  survived  by 
one  child,  Ethel  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  W. 
Waugh,  of  Duran,  New  Mexico.  In  1883  was  solemn- 
ized the  marriage  of  Dr.  Meriwether  to  Miss  Fannie 
Keen,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Houston  county  and 
who  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  J.  Keen,  an 
honored  citizen  of  Daly,  this  county.'  The  four  children 
of  this  union  all  remain  at  the  parental  home  and  their 
names  are  here  entered  in  respective  order  of  birth: 
Lewis  Keen,  Willie  Adelaide,  Elwin  and  Yancy  Daly. 
Mrs.  Meriwether  is  a  most  popular  figure  in  the  social 
activities  of  her  home  city,  is  a  devout  member  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  is  a  successful  teacher  of  music  in 
her  home  city,  as  she  has  received  the  best  of  cultiva- 
tion in  the  "  divine  art, ' '  for  which  her  natural  talent 
was  of  high  order. 

William  M.  Garrett,  M.  D.  The  entire  professional 
career  of  Dr.  William  M.  Garrett,  a  leading  physician 
of  Crandall,  Texas,  has  been  passed  in  Kaufman  county, 
where  he  entered  upon  his  career  as  a  practitioner  of 
Forney,  in  1886.  His  antecedents  on  both  sides  were 
among,  or  compatriots  of,  those  who  laid  the  foundations 
for  Texas  greatness  and  bared  their  breasts  to  the  dan- 
gers incident  to  military  strife  or  to  the  savagery_  of 
the  native  tribes  opposing  the  advance  of  civilization. 
Doctor  Garrett's  father  was  Julius  N.  Garrett,  who  was 
born    at    Greenville,    South    Carolina,    and    grew    up    in 


North  Carolina,  whence  his  father  moved  when  a  young 
married  man. 

The  paternaljfirandfather  of  Doctor  Garrett  was  Mat- 
thew Garrett,  "whose  father  was  an  Irish  immigrant  to 
the  Colony  of  South  Carolina  and  subsequently  joined 
the  forcesof  the  revolution  and  fought  at  Eutaw  Springs 
and  Cowpens,  in  which  latter  engagement  he  was 
wounded.  He  accompanied  his  children  to  North  Caro- 
lina late  in  life  and  there  passed  aAvay.  Matthew  Gar- 
rett was  one  of  General  Jackson's  soldiers  in  the  battle 
of  Horseshoe  Bend,  where  the  backbone  of  the  Cherokees 
was  broken  in  1814.  He  spent  his  life  as  a  planter  and 
died  in  North  Carolina  in  1868,  when  past  ninety-eight 
years  of  age.  He  married  a  Miss  Dill,  and  their  children 
were:  A.  B.,  who  died  at  Gatesville.  Texas;  Mrs.  Hill; 
Mrs.  Sarah  Anthony;  Julius;  Mrs.  Hight,  and  William, 
who  left  a  family  in  North  Carolina  at  the  time  of 
his  death. 

Julius  N.  Garrett  was  born  in  1815,  and  in  1844 
left  Macon  county.  North  Carolina,  for  Texas,  going 
down  the  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio  river,  and  down  the  Mississippi  river  to 
New  Orleans,  the  pioneer  route  to  this  far  western  coun- 
try. He  flat-boated  it  to  New  Orleans  and  made  his 
way  through  the  interior  of  Louisiana  to  Nachitoches, 
Louisiana,  crossing  the  Sabine  at  the  old  "Military 
Crossing. ' '  Settling  in  Shelby  county,  Texas,  he  was 
there  married  to  Miss  Mary  Minerva  Truit,  whose  Eng- 
lish ancestors  spelled  the  name  "Truitt. "  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Hon.  James  M.  Truit,  who  came  out  of 
North  Carolina  in  1838  and  entered  actively  and  con- 
spicuously into  the  affairs  of  the  Republic. 

The  history  of  the  American  Truits  starts  with  three 
brothers,  who  left  England  for  the  American  Colonies 
and  settled  among  the  people  of  the  south,  where  they 
seem  to  have  amalgamated  and  their  blood  was  mixed 
with  the  new  race  of  men  who  inspired  the  contest  for 
liberty  and  equality  and  whose  posterity  fought  the  bat- 
tles of  independence  and  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
first  Republic  of  the  New  World.  Col.  J.  M.  Truit  was 
born  in  Buncombe  county,  North  Carolina,  in  1790.  De- 
veloping a  strong  mind  in  a  strong  body,  he  entered 
life  with  a  liberal  training,  was  elected  sheriff  of 
Buncombe  county  about  1830,  and.  therefore,  brought 
with  him  a  political  experience  to  Texas.  He  served  in 
the  lower  house  of  the  Texas  Congress  and  early  in  the 
history  of  statehood  was  elected  to  the  Senate.  He  was 
a  man  of  fire  and  spirit  and  his  blood  and  that  of  his 
sons  rose  at  the  sound  of  military  conflict.  His  family 
was  mixed  up  in  the  East  Texas  feud  known  as  the 
"Regulators"  and  the  "Moderators,"  and  Capt.  A.  M. 
Truit,  one  of  his  sons,  was  in  command  of  a  company  of 
the  "Moderators,"  which  had  for  its  object  the  regu- 
lation of  the  "Regulators,"  and  which  put  an  end  to 
the  neighborhood  disturbance. 

Captain  Truit  was  subsequently  elected  captain  of  a 
company  and  went  to  Mexico  with  one  of  the  regiments 
under  General  Taylor,  operating  along  the  Rio  Grande. 
In  the  battle  of  Monterey  he  distin.guished  himself  by 
disobeving  orders  and  was  commended  by  the  command- 
er-in-chief for  his  act,  a  fact  hitherto  unrecorded  m  the 
annals  of  that  engagement.  Being  ordered  to  hold  a 
certain  position  during  that  battle.  Captain  Truit  saw 
it  menaced  by  Mexican  artillery,  so  threatened  with 
destruction  as' to  necessitate  the  capture  of  the  battery 
or  see  his  little  command  swept  from  the  earth.  He 
had  no  time  to  ask  for  other  orders,  so  issued  a  com- 
mand for  the  capture  of  the  deadly  battery,  which  was 
accomplished  with  no  casualties,  and  when  the  incident 
was  reported  to  General  Taylor,  the  latter  invited  him 
to  his  headquarters  and  apprised  him  of  his  conduct 
in  the  face  of  specific  orders.  This  the  honest  Captain 
admitted  and  said  he  was  ready  for  his  punishment. 
To  his  surprise  and  gratification.  General  Taylor  stated 
that  he  had  only  to  commend  him  for  his  foresight  and 
bravery  and  complimented  him  upon  the  particular  serv- 
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ice  he  rendered  the  army.  His  brother,  J.  H.,  who  lives 
at  Center,  Texas,  now  in  his  eighty-sixth  year,  and  An- 
drew J.,  who  is  deceased,  were  soldiers  in  that  war,  and 
all  took  part  as  Confederates  in  the  war  between  the 
states,  Captain  Truit  being  a  major,  and  dying  in  the 
service  in  1863.  The  other  children  of  Col.  J.  M.  Truit 
besides  the  sons  mentioned  above  and  Mrs.  Garrett  were : 
Caroline,  who  became  the  mother  of  Congressman  John 
H.  Stephens,  of  Texas;  Mrs.  Clara  Stephens,  and  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Rushing,  of  Joaquim,  Texas. 

Julius  Garrett  passed  an  uneventful  life  as  a  farmer, 
and  passed  away  in  1883,  his  wife  having  died  ten  years 
before.  Their  children  were:  Alfred  M.,  of  Logansport, 
Louisiana,  died  March  19,  1914;  James  A.,  who  died 
unmarried  at  Center,  Texas,  in  1878;  Dr.  William  M. ; 
Julius  T.,  who  died  in  1886,  at  Center,  Texas,  and  left 
a  family;  Eobert  E.,  of  Timpson,  Texas;  L.  M.,  who 
served  Shelby  county,  Texas,  as  sheriff,  and  died  in 
1898,  with  a  family ;  John  H.,  of  Sego,  Texas ;  Mrs.  8.  J. 
Harris,  of  Center ;  Mrs.  Mary  S.  Fonville,  also  of  Center ; 
and  Missouri  M.,  wife  of  W.  F.  Price,  of  Nacogdoches, 
Texas. 

William  M.  Garrett  was  born  June  26,  1853,  and  came 
up  in  a  home  without  the  means  to  provide  even  the 
rudiments  of  an  education,  never  learning  the  multiplica- 
tion table  until  he  came  of  age.  He  possessed  a  robust 
physique,  a  desire  to  know,  and  an  ambition  far  and 
away  beyond  what  his  father  believed  could  ever  be 
realized.  He  was  born  with  industry  oozing  from  every 
pore,  and  early  learned  how  to  he  useful  at  ehoring  and 
common  labor,  and  having  heard  of  young  men  passing 
through  college  with  just  such  a  capital  as  he  possessed, 
felt  sure  that  what  was  possible  for  them  was  not  im- 
possible for  him  to  accomplish.  Accordingly,  he  en- 
tered school  at  Waco  as  a  preparatory  student  of  Baylor 
and  made  an  arrangement  to  "work  his  way  through 
school. ' '  He  left  home  with  sixty-five  dollars,  and  the 
practice  he  secured  while  giving  value  for  his  tuition 
and  board  made  him  an  expert  at  sweeping,  wood-chop- 
ping and  as  a  hostler  and  garden-maker.  He  made  his 
grades  with  the  class  and  passed  his  examinations  with 
regularity,  graduating  in  1880  with  the  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Arts.  His  commencement  day  filled  the  parental 
heart  to  overflowing,  and  the  ease  with  which  he  had 
acquired  a  college  education  made  him  feel  a  pardon- 
able pride  in  himself. 

Having  finished  his  literary  course.  Doctor  Garrett 
applied  himself  temporarily  to  teaching  for  two  years 
while  getting  his  bearings  for  a  professional  career. 
He  chose  medicine  and  read  the  subject  with  Dr.  J.  H. 
Eodgers,  of  Center,  one  year,  and  then  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  Louisville,  Kentucky.  After  two  years  of 
work  he  passed  successfully  the  examination  required  for 
a  certificate  to  practice  and  did  his  first  work  as  a 
doctor  ■  at  Center,  Texas.  After  a  few  months  he  re- 
turned to  college  and  graduated  in  1883.  He  opened 
an  oflSee  in  Overton,  Texas,  at  that  time  and  practiced 
for  three  years,  and  then  came  out  to  Forney,  and  was 
there  located  from  1886  to  1912,  when  he  moved  to 
Crandall.  During  his  practice,  Dr.  Garrett  has  visited 
post-graduate  schools  for  eleven  courses,  chiefly  at  Tulane 
Polyclinic,  New  Orleans,  and  has  maintained  himself 
in  harmony  with  the  Regular  school  by  the  society  affilia- 
tions of  the  county  and  state.  For  forty  years  he  has 
been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 

On  August  15,  1882,  Doctor  Garrett  was  married  to 
Miss  Laura  V.  Dodson,  a  daughter  of  John  M.  and 
Harriet  J.  (Doyle)  Dodson.  His  wife  died  at  Forney, 
Texas,  July  3,  1901,  without  issse,  and  on  September 
16,  1903,  Doctor  Garrett  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
D.  Reading,  of  Mineola,  Texas.  Six  children  have  been 
born  to  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Garrett:  Mary  L.,  a  promis- 
ing and  intellectual  student  and  book-lover  of  the  grades 
in  the  public  schools;  Eunice  B.;  William  M.,  Jr.; 
Julius  R.;  Arthur  R.,  who  died  January  19,  1914;  and 
Alfred   P.,  who   was   born   February   23,   1914.     Doctor 


Garrett  has  been  a  Mason  since  1885,  when  he  joined 
the  order  at  Overton,  Texas,  and  is  a  member  of  Brook- 
lyn Lodge,  at  Forney.  He  has  no  record  in  politics 
fave  as  he  stands  for  Democracy  unhampered  by  poli- 
ticians.    He  has  neither  held  nor  aspired   to   office. 

George  N.  Gibbs.  In  the  history  of  Kaufman  county, 
the  Gibbs  family  has  figured  conspicuously  from  the 
earliest  days.  It  is  of  interest  to  know  that  James  W. 
W.  Gibbs,  father  of  the  above  named,  assisted  in  the 
erection  of  the  first  house  in  Kaufman,  and  his  license 
to  marry  was  one  of  the  first  issued  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  county.  George  N.  Gibbs,  who  represents 
the  third  generation  of  the  family  in  this  section  of 
Texas,  has  for  many  years  been  prominent  as  a  planter 
and  business  man,  and  is  now  cashier  and  active  man- 
ager  of   the   Citizens   National   Bank   of   Crandall. 

The  Gibbs  family  was  settled  on  the  bleak  prairies  of 
Kaufman  county  in  the  winter  of  1846,  when  Stephen  O. 
Gibbs,  grandfather  of  George  N.,  brought  his  wife  and 
children  to  this  locality.  Stephen  0.  Gibbs,  who  became 
one  of  the  early  sheriffs  of  Kaufman  county,  was  born  in 
Tennessee,  and  afterwards  left  his  native  state  and 
settled  in  the  state  of  Mississippi.  He  married  Lurana 
Wells,  and  about  1848  continued  his  journey  toward 
the  Rio  Grande  with  a  colony  of  Texas  settlers  com- 
prising forty-six  families  for  the  Mercer  colony.  All 
of  these  colonists,  it  is  declared,  returned  to  Mississippi, 
because  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  conditions  confront- 
ing the  settlers.  The  history  of  the  Mercer  enterprise 
shows  that  there  were  many  sound  reasons  for  dissatis- 
faction, on  every  hand.  Stephen  O.  Gibbs  had  attained 
prominence  by  service  in  the  legislature  of  Mississippi. 
He  made  arrangements  with  the  Texas  authorities,  on 
the  basis  of  so  much  land  for  every  settler,  to  bring  a 
company  of  immigrants  to  the  state.  Stephen  O.  Gibbs 
and  wife  were  the  parents  of:  James  W.  W. ;  John  G. ; 
Newton ;  Donnie ;  Mrs.  Sarah  Hill  of  Kaufman,  Texas, 
and  Mrs.  Frazier  Hatch  of  the  same  city.  Stephen  O. 
Gibbs  died  at  Jefferson,   Texas,   during  the  war. 

James  W.  W.  Gibbs,  who  was  a  stockman  and  success- 
ful farmer,  was  born  in  August,  1831,  acquired  only  a 
meagre  education,  and  on  coming  to  Texas,  in  early 
youth,  selected  his  half  section  of  land,  given  him  as  a 
member  of  the  Mcn-er  colony,  east  of  Kiiufnian.  This 
tract  he  subsequently  tradeil  for  land  one  mile  west  of 
Crandall  townsite,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home 
and  where  his  material  achievements  as  a  farmer  and 
stockman  were  perfected.  His  thrift  led  him  to  the  ac- 
cumulation of  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  which  he 
distributed  among  his  children,  after  having  extended  a 
life  of  effort  in  Viringing  the  broad  piairie  into  produc- 
tive fields,  and  dotting  the  landscape  witli  modest  homes 
for  his  industrious  men  in  the  field.  During  his  earlier 
career  he  served  as  Confederate  soldier,  as  a  member 
of  Captain  Michaux's  company  of  Texas  cavalry.  He 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill  and 
Yellow  Bayou,  and  went  through  the  war  without  per- 
sonal injury  or  capture.  The  late  James  W,  W.  Gibbs 
assisted  in  promoting  the  Citizens  National  Bank  of 
Crandall,  which  ranked  twenty-ninth  among  National 
Banks  with  a  capital  of  less  than  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. He  was  a  director  of  the  institution  until  his  death. 
He  expended  no  energy  in  politics,  and  yet  was  always 
esteemed  a  useful  factor  in  his  community.  He  was  a 
Methodist.  His  death  occurred  in  Septemlier,  1911,  and 
his  wife,  who  was  born  in  December,  1831,  died  in 
1909.  James  W.  W.  Gibbs  was  married  during  the  fif- 
ties to  Miss  Mary  Augusta  Sawyer,  a  daughter  of  George 
Sawyer,  a  native  of  Northboro,  Massachusetts.  To  this 
union  were  born :  William  N.,  a  merchant  of  Crandall, 
Texas;  Lucy,  wife  of  John  DeVlaming,  of  Kaufman, 
Texas;  Stephen  O.,  who  died  at  the  age  of. twenty- four, 
and  who  married  Julia  Crandall,  leaving  no  children; 
and  George  N.,  the  youngest. 

George  N.  Gibbs  grew  up  on  the  farm  where  he  was 
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born  in  1866.  He  completed  his  schooling  in  the  Ben 
Allen  high  school  at  Kaufman,  and  then  continued  with 
his  father  dealing  in  stock  and  farming  until  ten  years 
after  his  marriage.  Among  his  first  services  after  leav- 
ing school  he  was  engaged  in  teaching,  his  several  terms 
being  spent  at  Blacli  Land,  Craudall,  Prairie,  Chappell, 
and  New  Hope  schools.  He  then  engaged  in  farming, 
but  left  off  his  active  work  in  that  direction  in  Novem- 
ber, 1901,  in  order  to  become  cashier  of  the  Citizens 
National  Bank.  However,  his  interests  in  farming  have 
not  fallen  off  since  he  became  a  banker.  He  owns  at 
the  present  time,  six  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of 
land,  of  which  five  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  are 
under  plow,  and  highly  improved.  He  is  a  progressive 
farmer,  and  has  done  much  to  reclaim  his  land  from 
the  seasonal  overflows.  He  has  some  two  hundred  acres 
protected  with  dam  and  levee,  and  the  fertility  of  this  is 
now  subject  to  reliable  and  constant  cropping. 

The  Citizens  National  Bank  was  organized  in  August, 
1901,  with  a  capital  of  twenty-five  thousand  doUars. 
Its  officers  have  been:  J.  K.  Brooks,  president;  J.  A. 
Crawford,  vice  president,  and  George  N.  Gibbs  cashier. 
The  surplus  and  undivided  profits  are  fifty-two  thou- 
sand dollars,  with  furniture  and  fixtures  of  the  bank 
charged  off. 

In  January,  1889,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Gibbs 
to  Miss  Lizzie  Crawford,  a  daughter  of  J.  A.  Crawford. 
The  one  child  born  to  their  marriage,  Owen  Crawford, 
died  in  childhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibbs  are  active  church 
people,  he  a  Methodiet  and  his  wife  a  Presbyterian. 

William  Furneaux.  Although  nearly  thirty  years 
have  passed  since  the  labors  of  William  Furneaux  were 
cut  short  by  death,  the  work  which  he  founded  and 
to  which  he  gave  the  active  years  of  his  career  is  still 
being  carried  on,  remaining  a  monument  to  his  industry 
and  business  prowess.  As  an  agent  for  foreign  interests, 
he  was  most  active  in  successfully  guiding  the  affairs 
of  large  corporations,  and  his  complete  and  rapid  com- 
prehension of  business  propositions  as  they  were  pre- 
sented to  him  seemed  to  be  intuitive  and  marked  him 
as  one  of  the  able  men  of  his  time.  Mr.  Furneaux  was 
a  native  of  Devonshire,  England,  and  was  born  in  1840, 
a  son  of  John  and  Maria  (Hamlyn)  Furneaux.  His 
father,  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  faith,  la- 
bored long  in  the  service  of  his  Master,  and  died  in  his 
native  England.  The  iiinthi  r  Mirvi\ed  and  lived  in  Texas 
for  many  years,  whoiic.'  slir  li,i.|  , dim/  some  years  after 
the  arrival  here  of  lici'  ^.m.  Willi.ini.  She  died  on  the 
ocean  on  her  return  tiiji  t<>  llii^ilaiid  and  was  buried 
at  sea.  There  were  five  children  in  the  family:  Samuel, 
who  was  educated  for  the  medical  profession,  but  died 
when  but  twenty  years  of  age;  William;  John,  who  still 
resides  in  England,  where  he  is  connected  with  a  large 
woolen  mill,  and  Eliia  and  Mary  S.,  who  are  both 
deceased. 

William  Furneaux  was  eighteen  years  of  age  when 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  having  at  that  time  just 
completed  his  education  in  the  English  schools.  Locat- 
ing in  Dallas,  Texas,  he  took  up  the  vocation  of  farmer, 
subsequently  engaged  in  stock-raising  operations,  and 
eventually  began  negotiations  for  foreign  capitalists  in 
handling  and  developing  land.  A  shrewd  understanding 
of  men  and  their  probable  motives  made  him  strikingly 
successful  in  his  chosen  field,  and  during  his  career  he 
accumulated  in  the  neighborhood  of  4,000  acres  of 
land.  Throughout  his  life  he  was  a  man  of  marked 
liberality  and  public  spirit.  He  was  ever  looked  to  by  his 
associates  for  counsel,  leadership  and  guidance,  and  his 
word  had  a  value  above  parchment  or  legal  formalities. 
In  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1884,  his  community 
lost  a  man  who  in  no  small  degree  had  assisted  in  the 
development  .of  the  great  Southwest.  He  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views,  but,  while  he  took  an  active 
interest  in  public  matters  as  they  affected  his  com- 
munity, he  was  no  politician.     His  religious  faith  was 


that  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  he  ever  lived  according 
to  its  teachings.  During  the  war  between  the  South 
and  the  North  he  served  as  an  enrolling  officer. 

Mr.  Furneaux  was  married  in  Texas  in  1861,  to  Miss 
Fannie  Jackson,  also  a  native  of  Devonshire,  England, 
and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Amery)  Jackson. 
Her  father  was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  in  his  native 
country,  and  on  coming  to  the  United  States,  in  1848, 
settled  on  land  which  he  had  purchased  before  leaving 
London,  and  which  was  located  fifteen  miles  north  of 
the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Dallas,  which  place  at 
that  time  boasted  of  one  small  store  and  a  blacksmith 
shop.  A  man  of  more  than  ordinary  business  ability, 
Mr.  Jackson  was  successful  in  his  ventures,  and  succeeded 
in  accunralating  a  handsome  property  and  in  becoming 
one  of  the  leading  stock  raisers  of  his  section.  His 
death  occurred  in  1866.  During  the  Civil  War,  all  of 
his  sons  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service,  and  all 
emerged  therefrom  with  gallant  records.  His  children 
were  as  follows:  John,  who  is  now  deceased;  William, 
deceased,  who  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain  in  Colonel 
Darnell 's  regiment  in  the  Confederate  service ;  George, 
deceased;  Frank,  who  was  wounded  while  serving  as  a 
soldier,  and  now  is  the  operator  of  the  old  homestead 
fifteen  miles  north  of  Dallas;  Mary  Ann,  who  is  de- 
ceased; Fannie,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Furneaux,  and  Susan, 
the  wife  of  James  H.  Mathis,  of  Dallas,  an  active  mem- 
ber  of   the   Confederate  Veterans  of   Texas. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Furneaux  there  were  born  four  chil- 
dren: Joseph  H.,  of  Dallas;  William  C;  Mary  Maria, 
and  John  L. 

Mrs.  Furneaux,  who  still  survives  her  husband,  re- 
sides at  Ko.  390.5  Worth  street,  Dallas,  and  presides 
over  her  beautiful  home  with  dignity  and  capable  exe- 
cution. 

Judge  W.  J.  Oxford.  Judge  of  the  twenty-ninth  ju- 
dicial district  of  Texas,  an  office  which  he  has  capably 
administered  for  the  past  fourteen  years,  Judge  Oxford 
represents  the  pioneer  citizenship  of  Erath  county,  of 
which  he  is  a  native  son,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
bar  at  Stephenville  upwards  of  twenty-eight  years.  As 
district  judge  he  has  tried  all  kinds  of  cases,  both  civil 
and  criminal,  and  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  Texas  give  him 
credit  as  one  of  the  ablest  trial  judges  in  the  state. 
A'^Thile  his  record  proves  his  successes  as  a  judge  and 
lawyer,  it  should  also  be  mentioned  that  in  personal 
character  he  represents  some  of  the  best  ideals  of  Ameri- 
can manhood,  has  lived  a  life  of  exemplary  sobriety 
and  honor,  and  has  guided  his  entire  career  on  the  prin- 
ciples which  are  the  most  fundamental  and  necessary 
to  the  continued  physical  and  moral  health  whether  of 
state  or  nation. 

W.  J.  Oxford  was  born  on  a  farm  nine  miles  north- 
east of  Stephenville,  Erath  county.  May  11,  1861,  and 
the  first  twenty-one  years  of  his  life  were  sjient  on  a 
farm  and  ranch.  His  parents.  Brink  and  Mary  A. 
Oxford,  were  substantial  farming  people,  and  both  con- 
sistent Christians,  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  They  were  among  the  early  settlers  in  what 
was  at  the  time  the  western  frontier  of  Texas,  and  they 
not  only  suffered  the  hardships  common  to  all  frontier 
communities,  but  also  had  to  fight  the  Indians  and 
struggle  with  the  forces  of  both  nature  and  man  in 
order  to  maintain  a  home.  Judge  Oxford  himself  has 
a  vivid  recollection  of  dodging  and  hiding  from  Indians 
when  they  came  in  the  vicinity  of  his  father 's  home 
on  raids  for  the  purpose  of  stealing  horses. 

His  early  educatioa  was  quite  limited,  owing  to  the 
dearth  of  schools  in  Erath  county,  and  he  took  two 
years  of  study  in  the  old  Add-Ean  University  at  Thorp 
Springs  in  Hood  county.  One  source  of  his  livelihood 
came  from  teaching  country  school  two  years,  and  he 
then  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  a'dmitted  to 
the  bar  at  Stephenville  October  18,  1886.  As  a  young 
man  he  was  sober  and  industrious,  and  his  life  on  the 
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ranch  and  farm  until  he  reached  his  majority  was  the 
means  ot  hardy  physical  training  which  has  proved  ex- 
tremely useful  in  his  busy  professional  career.  In  his 
earlier"  years  Judge  Oxford  could  ride  a  bucking  bronco 
on  tlie  "range  along  with  the  best  of  horsemen  of  that 
day,  but  along  with  his  interest  in  outdoor  life,  which 
has  never  left  him,  he  also  combined  a  fondness  for 
the  reading  of  good  books,  and  his  practical  work  as 
a  lawyer  and  judge  has  always  been  characterized  by 
an  exceptional  intellectual  interest  and  breadth  of  culture. 

His  public  career  began  with  his  election  as  county 
attorney  of  Erath  county  in  1888,  and  re-election  to  the 
office  in  1890  and  in  1892  gave  him  abundant  oppor- 
tunities for  experience  in  the  courts  and  in  connection 
with  a  great  variety  of  litigation.  After  his  six  years 
as  county  attorney  he  made  an  unsuccessful  r;u-e  for  the 
office  of  district  attorney  of  the  twenty  ninth  judicial 
district,  and  then  engaged  in  a  gem  r.il  practirc  of  law 
at  Stephenville.  In  1900  he  wa's  ei.'.t.'.l  jii.lur  of  the 
twenty-ninth  district,  and  by  re-eleitioii  in  I'.Mll,  1908 
and  1912  is  now  in  the  midst  of  his  fourth  consecutive 
term.  A  Democrat  both  by  training  and  principles, 
Juilge  Oxford  in  1892  was  one  of  the  loyal  supporters 
of  James  Stephen  Hogg  for  governor  against  George 
Clark.  In  his  polities  he  has  alwnys  combined  an  un- 
qualified opposition  to  the  li.|ii(ir  ti.illir  in  any  form, 
anil  believes  that  the  govern iit  nl  Inith  state  and  na- 
tion should  use  its  powers  tn  [.roliihit  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  liquor  and  should  juotect  the  rising  genera- 
tion from  its  contaminating  influence.  In  1911  he  went 
out  over  the  state  in  an  active  campaign  for  the  cause 
of  state-wide  prohibition,  and  is  now  supporting  Tom 
Ball  for  governor  on  the  Prohibition-Democratic  ticket. 
In  government  as  well  as  in  private  life  he  stands  for 
good  moral  ideals,  and  believes  in  the  rigid  enforce- 
ment of  all  laws. 

For  more  than  twenty-five  years  Judge  Oxford  has 
been  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  has  been  a  member  of  the  Rebekahs  ten  years, 
and  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Woodmen 's 
Circle  for  six  years.  His  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  covers  a  period  of  twenty 
years,  and  Judge  Oxford  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Bible  and  the  Christian  religion.  In  religious 
matters  he  holds  tliat  this  life  is  only  a  preparatory 
stage  for  the  next,  and  holds  that  the  Christian  doctrine 
and  the  church  are  the  greatest  forces  in  the  universe 
for  the  suppression  and  lessening  of  crime  and  for  the 
elevation  of  society. 

In  188.3  Judge  Oxford  married  Elizabeth  B.  Hale  of 
Stephenville.  She  was  the  daughter  of  a  poor  widow, 
and  proved  a  most  capable  and  faithful  wife  during 
the  twenty  years  of  their  married  companionship.  At 
her  death  on  June  4.  190.",,  she  left  f.nir  rhiLlvrn  :  Nape 
B.,  a  son,  born  Octnl  im-  It.  I'-^t;  l-Milli,  l.niii  Septem- 
ber 15,  1886;  Ina,  Imii,  in  Am^mm.  Iss^;  :(i,a  K-t;i,  born 
in  June,  1890,  and  ,lir,|  M.-,v  :;.  lull.  Tli,'  ,,tlici  .hildren 
are  all  living  and  well  established  in  the  world.  On  May 
28,  1909,  Judge  Oxford  married  Lulu  G.  Dalton  of 
Palo  Pinto,  who  died  thirty  days  after  their  marriage. 
On  December  28,  1911,  he  married  Myrtle  Martin  of 
Palo  Pinto  county.  The  one  son  by  this  marriage  is 
W.  J.   Oxford,  Jr.,  born  December  26,   1913. 

Egbert  Fulton  Campbell.  Until  death  claimed  him 
May  24.  1905,  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  his  life, 
Robert  Fulton  Campbell  was  one. of  El  Paso's  citizens 
whose  names  have  been  most  prominently  associated 
with  sterling  civic  qualities  and  large  achievements  in 
affairs.  A  resident  of  this  city  since  the  early  railroad 
era,  he  had  contributed  much  to  the  upbuilding  and 
growth  of  early  El  Paso,  and  to  the  end  of  his  life  was 
not  only  recognized  as  one  who  had  done  much  for  the 
material  city,  but  also  as  one  whose  personal  character 
and  influence  were  invaluable  factors  to  the  community. 


Robert  Fulton  Campbell  was  born  iu  Memphis,  Ten- 
nessee, May  16,  18.36,  a  son  of  Duncan  and  Nancy 
(Anderson)  Campbell,  both  natives  of  Tennessee.  The 
mother  was  descendant  of  an  old  family  of  that  city. 
The  father  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  IS  12  and 
then  for  many  years  was  a  large  planter  in  Tt'iincs^pe. 
In  1840  Duncan  Campbell  brought  his  wilr  :iii.|  ilinr 
son,  Robert  F.,  to  Texas,  locating  in  I;;i-iim|i  >,.:,iiiy. 
where  he  bought  a  large  amount  of  land  .md  \\:is  .xtrn- 
sively  engaged  in  its  cultivation  up  to  tlie  time  ol  his 
death.  He  also  had  a  large  store  and  harness  and 
saddlery  factory  at  Bastrop. 

Robert  F.  Campbell  received  his  education  in  the 
country  schools  of  Bastrop  county  and  when  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age  began  his  practical  experience 
in  the  saddlery  business  conducted  by  his  father.  He 
learned  all  the  details  of  the  trade  in  making  saddles 
and  harness,  and  at  the  end  of  his  apprenticeship  found 
that  the  business  was  not  in  the  line  of  his  inclinations. 
He  therefore  directed  his  attention  to  other  lines  and 
his  enterprise  from  that  time  forward  was  in  a  continu- 
ally larger  circle  and  he  gaineil  a  place  in  business 
affairs.  From  Bastrop,  where  he  held  many  important 
political  offices,  often  holding  two  and  three  at  one 
time,  as  was  permissible  in  those  days,  he  moved  to 
Austin,  where  he  was  appointed  revenue  collector  by 
President  Garfield.  He  held  this  position  for  four  years, 
when  he  came  to  El  Paso. 

It  was  in  1882,  about  the  time  the  first  railroad  had 
been  built  into  El  Paso,  that  ilr.  Campbell  located  liere. 
He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers,  who  recognized  the 
possibilities  and  the  almost  inevitable  development  of 
this  city,  and  fortified  by  that  confidence  he  lionglit  a 
large  amount  of  real  estate  which  he  improved  and 
developed  and  a  large  amount  of  whicli  is  still  owtied 
by  bis  family,  some  of  it  being  located  in  the  very  heart 
of  the  modern  city  of  El  Paso.  Mr.  Campbell 's  fore- 
sight and  taste  in  thus  taking  hold  of  a  country  whose 
value  at  the  time  was  only  potential  must  always  be 
regarded  as  his  chief  ■contribution  to  the  early  develop- 
men't  of  this  city.  During  the  remaining  years  of  his 
life  he  gave  all  his  attention  to  the  care  and  manage- 
ment of  his  realty  interests  in  El  Paso. 

At  the  same  time  he  manifested  his  splendid  public 
spirit  by  accepting  various  offices  of  responsibilities  in 
the  community  and  served  in  the  office  of  United  States 
revenue  collector,  as  postmaster  of  El  Paso  and  for  one 
term  as  mayor.  It  is  said  that  he  was  the  only  Repub- 
lican mayor  ever  elected  in  the  state  of  Texas  on  a 
Republican  ticket.  In  the  early  years  he  was  the  largest 
individual  owner  of  real  estate  in  the  city  and  most  of 
his  business  consisted  in  trading  and  buying  and  selling, 
but  never  as  a  broker,  always  dealing"  for  himself  and 
with  his  own  resources.  He  was  a  man  of  large  acquaint- 
ance in  public  life,  was  an  influential  man  in  the  Re- 
publican party  and  was  i>ersoually  acquainted  with  many 
of  the  leaders  of  the  partv.  Among  his  personal  friends 
was  the  late  President  Mclvinley.  and  ilr.  Campbell  was 
always  a  welcome  visitor  at  the  White  House  during  the 
administration  of  Mr.  McKinley.  Both  in  his  private 
and  civic  life,  the  late  >lr.  Campbell  manifested  the  best 
qualities  of  charity  and  was  never  known  to  refuse  aid 
to  a  worthy  cause,  and  his  name  was  associated  with  a 
great  many  movements  and  undertakings  which  were 
important  in  the  institutional  and  benevolent  life  of  the 
city.  He  had  no  affiliations  with  fraternities  or  clubs 
and  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Christian  church.  The 
best  qualities  of  his  affection  he  reserved  for  his  home 
and  family  and  among  them  his  memory  is  most  secure, 
^ir.  Campbell  married  Jliss  Thebe  Irene  Wallace,  whose 
father  was  James  P.  Wallace,  of  Bastrop  county,  known 
as  a  Texas  pioneer.  Indian  fighter  and  a  prominent  factor 
in  state  politics  and  official  affairs.  Eight  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  and  the  five  now  living 
are  mentioned  as  follows:  '  Lum  F.,  a  resident  of  Den- 
ver, who  married  Elizabeth  Cody ;  Adele,  now  a  resident 
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of  New  York  City  and  widow  of  Parry  Wright;  Staf- 
ford, a  resident  of  El  Paso,  wlio  married  Miss  Edith 
Dedrick;  Edgar  E.,  of  San  Antonio,  who  was  twice  mar- 
ried, bis  second  wife  being  Mrs.  Flora  Bugh;  and  Mrs. 
Alfred  Aloe,  wife  of  Captain  Aloe  of  the  United  States 
army,  now  stationed  at  Galveston. 

The  late  Mr.  Campbell  began  life  without  financial  aid 
or  influential  assistance  and  through  his  own  efforts 
created  a  generous  prosperity  for  his  family  and  used 
his  resources  for  the  substantial  benefit  of  his  commu- 
nity and  humanity.  His  body  now  rests  in  beautiful 
Evergreen  cemetery  at  El  Paso.  Mrs.  Campbell  resides 
in  a  "beautiful  home  at  701  Masa  street.  The  late  Mr. 
Campbell  was  a  member  of  the  Texas  Pioneer  Society. 
A  short  time  after  his  death  the  home  suffered  another 
bereavement  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Edgar  E.  Campbell  'a 
first  wife.  She  left  a  beautiful  baby  daughter  christened 
Irene,  who  was  legally  adopted  by  her  grandmother, 
Mrs.  Campbell,  and  in  her  care  and  companionship  Mrs. 
Campbell  has  found  her  greatest  joy,  the  two  being  in- 
separable in  their  devotion  to  each  other. 

James  A.  Drane.  It  is  not  often  that  a  man  goes  into 
a  community  and  wins  personal  popularity  and  public 
respect  as  rapidly  as  has  James  A.  Drane  of  Pecos,  Texas. 
He  has  only  lived  in  this  city  a  few  years  but  he  is 
already  one  of  its  well  known  men,  and  in  1912  was 
elected  to  the  ofiice  of  county  attorney.  Mr.  Drane  has 
received  a  splendid  education,  is  a  conscientious  worker 
and  endowed  with  a  legal  cast  of  mind,  his  success 
was,  therefore,  to  be  expected,  but  that  it  has  come  so 
soon  is  owing  as  largely  to  his  ability  to  make  friends 
as  to  any  of  his  other  qualities.  He  has  made  a  fine 
record  in  his  present  office  and  has  won  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  his  brother  lawyers  as  well  as  of  the 
public. 

James  A.  Drane  was  born  in  Chester,  Mississippi,  on 
the  2d  of  May,  1S83.  His  father  was  James  Drane 
and  his  mother  was  Belle  (Hemphill)  Drane.  His  father 
was  also  a  lawyer  and  was  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Mississippi  bar,  being  a  member  of  the  Mississippi 
legislature  just  prior  to  his  death. 

Much  attention  was  given  to  the  education  of  James  A. 
Drane  and  after  completing  his  elementary  education 
he  was  sent  to  the  French  Camp  Academy  at  French 
Camp,  Mississippi,  where  he  received  a  fine  literary 
education.  He  then  entered  the  University  of  Missis- 
sippi, where  he  spent  three  years  and  then  took  the 
law  course  at  Cumberland  University  at  Lebanon,  Ten- 
nessee, graduating  with  the  class  of   1907. 

After  being  graduated  from  college  he  went  to  Okla- 
homa and  in  1908  established  himself  at  South  Mc- 
Alester  where  his  'first  position  was  that  of  deputy  clerk 
of  the  county  court.  He  filled  this  position  for  a  year 
and  a  half  and  then  began  the  practice  of  law.  He  fol- 
lowed his  profession  for  two  years  in  South  McAlester, 
and  then  removed  to  Kiowa,  Oklahoma,  where  he  re- 
mained a  year,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
In  October,  1910,  he  came  to  Pecos  and  became  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Buck  and  Drane,  and  they  have  conducted 
a  successful  business  since  that  time.  In  1912  Mr. 
Drane  was  elected  county  attorney  on  the  Democratic 
ticket,  and  he  is  now  serving  in  this  office.  He  has  al- 
ways been  an  active  worker  in  the  Democratic  party. 

In  the  fraternal  world  Mr.  Drane  is  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  college 
fraternity,  Phi  Delta  Theta,  and  he  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  County  Bar  Association. 

Mr.  Drane  is  the  owner  of  forty  acres  of  fine  irrigable 
land  in  Reeves  county,  near  Pecos,  and  here  he  intends 
to  make  his  permanent  home.  He  believes  that  Reeves 
county  and  this  section  of  Texas  has  a  fine  future. 

William  F.  Weeks.  A  young  attorney  who  has  made 
a  brilliant  beginning  in  his  profession  at  Wichita  Falls, 


and  whose  future  looks  exceedingly  bright  to  his  friends, 
William  F.  Weeks  belongs  to  one  of  the  old  families 
of  North  Texas,  and  has  spent  practically  all  his  career 
in   this  section   of  the  state. 

William  F.  Weeks  was  born  at  Fort  Worth,  Septem- 
ber 13,  1888,  a  son  of  William  Curtis  and  Ella  (Potter) 
W'ecks.  Both  parents  were  born  in  Texas  in  Cooke 
county,  and  the  grandparents  on  both  sides  came  to  this 
state  in  the  early  days  from  Georgia.  Grandfather  John 
W.  Weeks  died  in  1895  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  and 
his  wife  was  Idris  Louise  (Sparks)  Weeks.  Grandfather 
Captain  C.  C.  Potter  was  an  Indian  fighter  and  pioneer 
of  North  and  West  Texas,  and  one  of  the  splendid  old 
pioneers  of  Cooke  county.  William  C.  Weeks,  the  father, 
has  for  many  years  been  in  the  brick  and  contracting 
business  at  Arlington,  and  has  also  been  prominent  in  the 
light  and  water  works  and  in  road  building  in  Tarrant 
county  and  elsewhere.  He  served  as  mayor  and  in  other 
public  offices  at  Arlington,  where  he  now  resides  at  the 
age  of  fifty-three.  The  mother  who  was  educated  and 
was  married  at  Bowie,  Texas,  died  July  6,  1912,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-one.  There  were  two  sons  and  two  daughters 
in  the  family,  of  whom  the  Wichita  Falls  lawyer  was 
the  second  in  order  of  birth.  While  growing  up  he 
was  given  the  best  advantages  of  school,  and  attended 
the  Carlisle  Military  Academy  in  Austin,  and  White's 
Academic  School  of  that  city  and  was  graduated  in  the 
law  department  of  the  University  of  Texas.  He  took 
his  bar  examination  in  1908  at  the  age  of  nineteen  and 
then  went  east  to  Yale  University,  where  he  graduated 
in  June,  1909.  With  this  excellent  equipment  for  prac- 
tical life  he  returned  to  Texas,  and  opened  his  office  in 
Wichita  Falls,  where  in  the  past  four  years  he  has  buUt 
up  a  good  clientage  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  at- 
torneys who  can  best  be  trusted  with  important  liti- 
gated interests. 

Mr.  Weeks  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  is  a  member  of 
Alpha  Sigma  Phi  College  Fraternity,  and  the  Benevolent 
anil  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  church  is  the  Pres- 
byterian. At  Wichita  Falls  on  AprO  14,  1910,  Mr. 
Weeks  married  Miss  Katherine  Louise  Avis,  who  was 
born  in  Wichita  county,  a  daughter  of  J.  D.  and  Minnie 
(Bush)  Avis.  Her  parents  both  reside  at  WSchita  Falls, 
and  were  old  settlers  of  North  Texas.  The  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weeks  are:  Katherine  Avis  Weeks,  born 
at  Wichita  Falls,  August  23,  1911,  and  Ella  Potter 
Weeks,  born  January  25,  1913.  Mr.  Weeks  and  family 
occupy  a  beautiful  home  in  Wichita  Falls,  and  stand 
high  in  the  social  circles  of  the  city.  He  is  fond  of  all 
outdoor  recreations,  and  is  popular  both  in  and  out  of 
his  profession. 

Henry  C.  Zimmer.  Among  the  men  to  whom  Texas 
has  spelled  success  should  be  mentioned  Henr}'  C.  Zim- 
mer, of  Pecos,  Texas.  One  of  the  oldest  and  best  known 
residents  of  Pecos,  Mr.  Zimmer  began  his  life  here  in 
a  humble  way,  but  has  prospered  with  the  growth  erf 
the  town  until  he  is  now  one  of  the  influential  business 
men  of  the  city.  He  is  the  owner  of  the  largest  ex- 
clusive hardware  and  farm  machinery  business  in  Pecos 
and  his  success  has  been  entirely  due  to  his  own  efforts, 
for  he  came  to  Pecos  with  practically  nothing. 

Henry  C.  Zimmer  was  born  on  the  10th  of  January, 
18(3-4,  in  Saint  Francis  county,  Missouri,  the  son  of 
John  and  Mary  Anna  (Mazer)  Zimmer.  Both  of  his 
parents  were  born  in  Germany  and  were  married  in  the 
old  country.  Upon  coming  to  this  country  they  located 
in  Saint  Francis  county  and  there  they  lived  until  they 
died.  John  Zimmer  was  a  farmer  and  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy -three  years.  His  wife  died  in  1866.  They 
reared  a  family  of  nine  children  and  two  of  their  sons, 
John  and  Joe,  gave  their  lives  for  the  cause  of  the 
Confederacy. 

Henry  C.  Zimmer  was  the  youngest  of  his  parents' 
children  and  is  the  only  one  who  has  settled  in  Texas. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Saint  Francis  county 
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until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  having  been 
left  an  orphan,  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  go  to  work. 
He  first  found  emijloynient  in  a  brick  yard  in  Saint 
Francis  county,  spending  one  summer  in  this  work.  He 
then  decided  that  he  would  learn  some  trade  and  se- 
lected that  of  blacksmithing  and  horseshoeing.  He 
learned  this  trade  thoroughly  at  Farmington,  Missouri, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  determined  to  go  to  Cali- 
fornia. He  made  the  long  journey  but  did  not  find  the 
country  to  his  liking  and  so  started  on  his  way  back. 
Upon  his  arrival  in  Dallas,  Texas,  he  determined  to  lo- 
cate here  for  a  time  and  worked  as  a  journeyman  in 
Dallas  for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time,  having 
saved  his  earnings,  he  came  to  Pecos,  this  being  in 
188(5.  Here  he  went  into  business  for  himself  and 
as  the  years  rolled  by  he  became  prominent  and  pros- 
perous. The  business  which  he  founded  was  a  black- 
smithing  and  wagon  manufacturing  business  and  for 
twenty-two  years  he  managed  this  with  much  success. 
During  this  time  he  was  widely  recognized  as  a  man 
with  a  big  store  of  common  sense  and  with  an  especial 
adaptability  for  public  affairs.  Consequently  he  was 
placed  in  public  offices  many  times  and  would  still  be 
serving  in  office,  very  likely,  were  it  not  that  he  refused 
tu  arrrjit  aiiv  UHirc  political  honors.  In  1909  he  sold 
the  liii^iiir^s  wliirli  liad  won  him  prosperity  and  in 
Apiil  ni  tliai  vi'.ir  lie  ..[icued  a  general  hardware  store 
on  the  liest  cmiier  nf  the  main  business  street  of  Pecos. 
This  business  has  been  very  successful  and  Mr.  Zim- 
mer  carries  a  modern  and  well  selected  stock. 

Mr.  Zimmer  owns  large  real  estate  interests  in  Pecos 
and  his  own  home  should  be  included  among  these. 

In  politics  Mr.  Zimmer  is  a  member  of  the  Republi- 
can party.  He  has  held  the  office  of  county  commis- 
sioner for  three  terms,  and  that  of  justice  of  the  peace 
for  one  term,  but  his  work  during  his  five  years  as 
mayor  of  Pecos  brought  him  the  most  renown  in  a  po- 
litical way,  for  he  was  one  of  the  best  executive  officers 
that  Pecos  has  ever  had. 

Mr.  Zimmer  is  a  member  of  the  Homesteaders  and 
belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
to  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  In  religious  matters 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

On  the  oth  of  April,  1891,  Mr.  Zimmer  was  married 
to  Miss  Fannie  Mitchell,  who  was  born  in  WSse  county, 
Texas,  the  daughter  of  Mark  and  Eliza  (Pope)  Mitchell. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zimmer. 
Anna  and  Frances,  who  are  twins,  Elizabeth  and  Ethel. 
Anna  is  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Pecos,  Frances 
is  a  bookkeeper  and  stenographer  and  assists  her  father 
in  his  business,  Elizabeth  is  also  a  stenographer  and 
Ethel  is  still  in  school. 

Hon.  T.  J.  Hefner.  One  of  the  most  prominent 
lawyers  and  influential  men  of  western  Texas  is  Judge 
T.  J.  Hefner,  of  Pecos.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  for  many  years  in  this  section  of  the 
state,  and  has  not  only  gained  a  reputation  for  being 
one  of  the  most  successful  attorneys  in  the  district,  but 
also  for  being  one  of  the  most  upright  and  distinguished 
citizens  this  section  of  the  state  may  claim.  He  is  him- 
self a  native  of  Texas  and  practically  his  whole  life 
has  been  given  to  the  study  and  administration  of  her 
laws.  He  is  widely  respected  and  liked  and  with  his 
splendid  character  and  broad  intellect  he  has  ever  been 
a   good  influence  in  the  life  of  the  town. 

T.  J.  Hefner  was  born  near  Lagrange,  in  Fayette 
county,  Texas,  on  the  29th  of  April,  1S5S.  His  father 
was  Balser  Hefner,  and  he  was  born  in  Virginia.  He 
married  Cynthia  Dixon  Slack,  who  was  a  native  of  Texas 
and  in  the  early  fifties  settled  in  Fayette  county,  Texas. 
Here  he  became  a  stock  raiser  and  farmer  and  was  also 
the  owner  of  a  prosperous  mill.  During  the  Civil  war 
Balser  Hefner  served  in  the  Confederate  army,  serving 
most  of  the  time  in  Galveston.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine,    in    Weimer,    Colorado    countv,    Texas.      His 
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wife  now  resides  in  Weimer,  with  a  son  and  daughter, 
having  reached  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

Kine  children  were  born  to  Balser  Hefner  and  his 
wife,  two  of  whom  are  deceased.  Of  these  chQdren 
Judge  Hefner  is  the  eldest.  William  J.  Hefner,  the 
next  son,  is  a  prominent  merchant  and  banker  in  El 
Campo,  Texas.  Jennie  Hefner  married  James  H.  Gil- 
lespie, who  is  a  man  prominent  throughout  the  state. 
They  now  reside  in  Dallas,  and  Mr.  Gillespie  was  for 
many  years  superintendent  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  asylum 
at  Austin.  Mary  is  now  the  wife  of  George  Herder,  a 
leading  merchant  of  Weimer,  Texas.  Lorena  is  Mrs. 
James  Halloway,  her  husband  being  a  merchant  in  Waco, 
Texas.  Samuel  Hefner  is  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock 
man  of  Dewitt,  Texas.  Maud  Hefner  and  Balser  Hef- 
ner reside  with  their  mother  in  Weimer.  Emma  Hefner 
is  now  Mrs.  Wolf  of  Houston,   Texas. 

Judge  Hefner  received  his  early  education  in  the  pub- 
lie  schools  of  Fayette  county,  Texas,  and  was  then  sent 
to  Trinity  University.  He  left  the  university  when 
he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  his  first  work  was 
as  a  school  teacher.  He  taught  school  in  Hunt,  Lavaca, 
Eastland  and  Stephens  counties,  remaining  a  year  in  each 
county.  He  did  not,  however,  intend  to  make  pedagogy 
his  life  work  and  as  soon  as  he  left  the  university  he 
began  to  spend  all  of  his  spare  time  delving  into  law 
books.  He  saved  what  money  he  could  during  his  years 
as  a  teacher  and  at  the  end  of  this  time  he  entered 
the  law  offices  of  Timmins  and  Brown  in  Lagrange, 
Texas.  Here  he  spent  one  year  in  study  and  in  1885 
was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

In  the  fall  of  1885  Mr.  Hefner  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Pecos,  then  one  of  the  frontier 
towns  of  the  state.  He  has  been  in  active  practice  in 
Reeves  county  ever  since  that  time  but  his  practice 
has  not  been  confined  to  one  county,  but  has  extended 
over  this  whole  western  section  of  Texas.  For  fourteen 
years  he  served  Reeves  county  as  couuty  judge  and  for 
three  terms  he  was  county  attorney  for  this  same  county. 
His  entire  time  has  been  given  to  his  profession  and 
neither  politics  nor  business  have  interested  him.  Four 
years  ago  Judge  Hefner  met  with  a  serious  accident 
which  has  necessitated  his  taking  care  of  himself  and 
part  of  the  time  he  is  compelled  to  remain  at  home. 
This  would  be  a  great  hardship  for  so  active  and 
energetic  a  man  as  the  judge  were  it  not  that  he  has 
a  delightful  family  and  also  a  fine  library  in  which  he 
delights  to  spend  his  leisure  time  among  his  books. 

In  politics  Judge  Hefner  is  a  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  in  religious  matters  both  the  judge  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  being 
a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  Christmas  Day,  1SS3,  Judge  Hefner  was  married 
to  Miss  Ann  Eliza  Morgan,  who  was  a  native  of  Colo- 
rado, Texas.  She  is  the  daughter  of  William  I.  and 
SaUie  (Holman)  Morgan,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of 
Alabama.  Mr.  Morgan  is  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock- 
man, and  her  parents  were  pioueers  of  Texas.  Xine 
children  have  been  born  to  Judge  and  Mrs.  Hefner, 
of  whom  one  is  deceased.  Ettie  May,  the  eldest,  is 
the  widow  of  Whalen  Medaris  and  now  makes  her  home 
in  Pecos.  Clara  married  Joseph  A.  Dean  and  lives  in 
Deming,  New  Mexico.  Thomas  C.  Hefner  is  employed 
in  a  clerical  capacity  in  a  wholesale  grocery  house  in 
Dallas.  Robert  L.,  of  Deming,  New  Mexico,  Charles 
N.,  George  Burette,  Wlfeliffe,  and  Balser  Dixon,  all 
live  in  Pecos  with  their  parents. 

Llewellyn  Coons,  M.  D.  In  the  medical  fraternity 
of  Wichita  FaUs,  only  one  other  physician  has  been 
longer  in  practice  in  the  city  than  Dr.  Coons,  but  from 
point  of  time  engaged  in  the  profession  he  is  the  dean 
of  the  local  doctors,  having  been  practicing  medicine 
for  forty-five  years,  twenty-five  years  in  Fayette  county. 
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Kentucky,   and  in   Wichita  Falls  since   1892,  the  oldest 
practicing    physician    in    this    city.     His    standing    and 
success  as  a  physician   and  surgeon   have  been   proper-  . 
tionate  to  the  length  of  his  activities. 

Dr.  Coons  was  born  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  May  27, 
1S47,  the  youngest  of  seven  children  born  to  George  W. 
and  Evelina  (Johnson)  Coons.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Kentucky  and  a  son  of  Joshua  Coons,  who  was  a  pioneer 
farmer  and  a  large  slaveholder,  died  in  1889  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  political  faith 
and  a  Baptist.  The  mother  was  born  in  Virginia,  a 
daughter  of  John  J.  Johnson,  of  Culpepper  county,  Vir- 
ginia, and  an  early  settler  of  Kentucky  where  he  was 
a  planter  and  large  owner  of  slaves.  The  mother  died 
in  1866,  and  has  seven  sons.  The  paternal  ancestry  of 
Dr.  Coons  came  from  Germany  before  the  Eevolutionary 
war  and  on  the  maternal  side  he  is  a  descendant  of  an 
English  family. 

In  his  native  county  of  Kentucky  he  attended  the 
common  schools  and  completed  his  education  at  the 
University  of  Louisville  where  he  graduated  in  medicine 
in  1867.  He  as  once  took  up  active  practice  near  Lex- 
ington and  remained  there  until  1892,  in  which  year  he 
removed  to  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  where  he  is  now  the 
second  oldest  physician  in  the  city.  He  has  general 
practice  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  men  of  excep- 
tional ability.  He  has  for  the  past  twelve  years  served 
as  an  United  States  pension  examiner,  and  for  many 
years  served  as  city  and  county  health  ofiScer.  Dr.  Coons 
has  membership  in  the  county  and  state  medical  society, 
having  served  as  president  of  the  County  Society.  He 
is  assistant  surgeon  for  the  Missouri.  Kansas  &  Texas 
Eailway,  and  is  chief  examiner  for  a  large  number  of 
old-line  insurance  companies.  In  polities  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  fraternally  is  affiliated  with  the  Blue  Lodge 
of  Masonry,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  belongs  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church.  Dr.  Coons  had  assistance  from  his  father  while 
attending  school  in  his  native  state,  but  since  leaving 
home  has  depended  always  upon  his  own  efforts  and 
ability.  He  believes  Wichita  Falls  has  a  finer  future 
than  any  city  in  Texas,  and  is  glad  to  co-operate  with 
any  movement  for  the  improvement  of  this  commercial 
center. 

In  Fayette  county,  Kentucky,  December  1,  1870,  Dr. 
Coons  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith,  who  was  born  in 
Kentucky  in  1853,  a  daughter  of  John  Smith.  Her 
mother  died  when  the  daughter  was  two  years  old.  ilrs. 
Coons  died  in  Wichita  Falls  in  1897  at  the  age  of  forty- 
four,  and  the  four  daughters  born  to  their  union  are 
mentioned  as  follows:  Llewella,  the  deceased  wife  of 
C.  D.  Keyes;  Cora  and  Dora,  twins,  both  unmarried  and 
living  at  home;  and  Bessie  B.  Coons,  now  deceased. 
Dr.  Coons  resides  at  150S  Burnett  street,  and  his  offices 
are  at  718  Ohio  street. 

WiLLi.'iM  A.  Hudson.  One  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in 
Pecos.  Texas,  is  William  A.  Hudson,  a  man  of  broad  in- 
tellectual powers  and  years  of  practical  experience  with 
the  intricacies  of  the  "law.  He  has  been  a  resident  of 
Pecos  «ince  1906  and  during  this  time  has  built  up  one 
of  the  largest  practices  in  Eeeves  county.  He  is  a  thor- 
ough student,  gives  his  cases  much  study  and  careful 
preparation,  and  when  he  is  in  the  court  room  his  oppo- 
nents never  find  him  unprepared  on  any  point  in  the 
case.  He  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  political 
and  business  world  of  Pecos  and  has  the  respect  and 
friendship  of  a  very  large  circle,  not  only  on  ac/count  of 
his  ability  but  also  on  account  of  his  strong  character 
and  the  charm   of  his  personality. 

William  A.  Hudson  was  born  in  Wilson  county,  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  27th  of  March.  1865.  He  is  the  son  of 
Commodore  Perry  and  Caroline  (Hill)  Hudson,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Kentucky.  They  both  moved 
to  Wilson  county,  Tennessee,  and  there  grew  to  maturity 


and  were  married.  In  1868  they  moved  to  Texas  and 
located  in  Johnson  county,  where  Mr.  Hudson  engaged 
in  farming.  Here  they  lived  for  ten  years  and  then 
moved  to  Thorp  Springs  in  Hood  county,  where  Mr. 
Hudson  continued  to  farm  until  his  death  in  1884.  He 
was  buried  near  Aledo,  Parker  county,  and  afterwards 
Mrs.  Hudson  moved  with  her  son  to  Dallas  where  she 
died  in  1905.  She  now  lies  buried  in  Greenwood  ceme- 
tery in  Dallas.  During  the  Civil  war  Commodore  Hudson 
served  as  a  scout  in  General  Bragg 's  army.  He  was 
taken  prisoner  at  one  time  and  narrowly  escaped  with 
his  life,  being  exchanged  at  the  last  minute.  He  served 
through  the  whole  four  years. 

William  A.  Hudson  was  the  only  child  of  his  parents, 
and  he  received  a  good  education.  He  attended  Add- 
Ean  College  at  Thorp  Springs,  this  institution  having 
since  become  Texas  Christian  University  and  now  being 
located  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Owing  to  illness  he 
was  compelled  to  leave  college  when  he  lacked  but  one 
year  of  graduation.  He  came  to  Dallas  prior  to  his 
father's  death,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  and  there  se- 
cured a  position  as  deputy  county  clerk  under  W.  M.  C. 
Hill.  After  serving  six  years  in  this  position  he  se- 
cured the  position  of  deputy  clerk  of  the  District  court, 
in  which  he  served  three  years.  During  these  years 
he  had  begun  the  study  of  law  and  now  he  entered  the 
office  of  Senator  Culberson  in  Austin,  Texas,  where  he 
read  law  for  eighteen  months.  He  was  admitted  to  piac- 
tice  in  1892  and  then  returned  to  Dallas.  He  was  ap- 
pointed clerk  of  the  court  of  criminal  appeals,  where 
he  served  eight  years.  He  then  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Dallas.  At  this  writing  Mr.  Hudson 
is  a  candidate  for  Judge  of  the  Seventieth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict  of   Texas. 

He  remained  in  Dallas  until  1906  when  he  came  to 
Pecos  and  became  associated  with  T.  J.  Hefner,  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  lawyers  in  the  county. 
This  partnership  continued  for  two  years  and  a  half 
and  then  was  dissolved.  Later  Mr.  Hudson  became  asso- 
ciated with  E.  C.  Canon,  the  firm  being  known  as  Hud- 
son and  Canon.  This  firm  has  continued  to  the  present 
day  and  is  widely  known  throughout  west  Texas,  having 
been  very  successful  in  a  number  of  important  cases, 
and  doing  a  large  business  throughout   the  section. 

Mr.  Hudson  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  has  always  been  an  active  member  of  the  party. 
He  has  served  the  party  as  chairman  in  this  county 
for  the  past  three  years.  In  religious  matters  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church.  He  has  taken  much 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Citizens  State  Bank  at 
Barstow,  Texas,  being  a  director  of  the  instituton.  In 
the  fraternal  world  Mr.  Hudson  is  a  member  of  the 
Masons,  belonging  to  the  Chapter  and  to  the  Eoyal 
Arch.  He  is  a  prominent  and  active  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  being  past  chancellor  and  present 
worthy  master.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World. 

Mr.  Hudson  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Fossie  Eowen  occurred  in  1888,  and  she 
died  in  1897.  Two  children  were  born  to  this  union. 
Willie  Fay  Hudson  married  Judge  J.  E.  Starley  of 
Pecos,  and  Harl  Eowen  Hudson  lives  in  Pecos.  The 
second  marriage  of  Mr.  Hudson  occurred  in  1898.  his 
wife  being  Miss  Stella  Bullard  of  Waxahachie,  Texas, 
a  daughter  of  I.  H.  Bullard.  One  son.  Hill  Davidson 
Hudson,  has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hudson. 

Mr.  Hudson  owns  an  attractive  home  in  Pecos,  and 
he  is  also  the  owner  of  the  finest  private  library  in  the 
town.  His  books  are  his  chief  enjoyment,  and  he  is  a 
great  student.  He  believes  thoroughly  in  this  section 
of  the  state,  believing  that  the  outlook  and  conditions 
in  the  Pecos  Valley  district  are  remarkably  good  for 
people  of  moderate  means,  for  land  is  plentiful  and 
cheap  and  when  irrigated  big  returns  may  be  expected, 
especially  since  the  climate  is  excellent. 
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Miss  Willie-de  Woods.  The  woman  question  is  cer- 
tainly to  the  fore  today  and  whether  we  may  believe 
that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  woman  question  or 
not,  we  must  face  the  fact  that  women  are  playing  a 
different  part  in  the  economic  scheme  than  they  did  a 
century  ago.  When,  therefore,  we  meet  a  woman  who 
is  doing  a  man 's  work  and  doing  it  well,  we  must 
stop  and  give  her  our  admiration,  not  only  for  the 
fact  that  she  has  proved  that  there  is  at  least  one 
woman  capable  of  competing  with  men,  but  also  for 
the  moral  courage  that  enabled  her  to  enter  the  lists. 
In  Reeves  county,  Texas,  the  county  clerk  and  district 
clerk  is  a  woman,  Miss  Willie-de  Woods,  and  since  her 
election  in  1912,  she  has  proved  extremely  efficient,  win- 
ning the  praise  of  all  who  know  of  her  work,  and  the 
admiration  of  business  men  for  the  efficient  way  in 
which  she  handles  the  work  of  her  office. 

Miss  Woods  was  born  in  Pearsburg,  Virginia,  the 
daughter  of  Oscar  F.  and  Sallie  (Dennis)  Woods,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  flic  state  of  Virginia.  They 
lived  in  Pearsbury  f.ir  iii:niv  \.'ai>,  mniinL;  to  Texas  in 
1903.  In  Septcinliri'  of  ili;it  vr.-ir  iliov  -ottlo,[  In  Pecos, 
where  Mr.  Woods  -ii-.i-r.!  m  iiioivli:iioli-iiio.  He  later 
met  with  reversrs  m  his  l.\isiiicss  iiiol  tln'ii  it  was  that 
Miss  Woods  showed  the  courageous  stuff  of  which  she 
was  made.  She  had  received  a  splendid  education  in 
her  native  city  and  determined  to  put  it  to  some  use 
and  thus  aid  in  the  family  finances,  for  she  was  the 
eldest  of  the  tive  children.  She  therefore  secured  a 
position  as  deputy  in  the  county  clerk 's  office  and  re- 
mained  here   during    1909   and    1910.      She   next   entered 
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forget.  Her  success  in  her  work  at  the  court  house,  to- 
gether with  the  fact  that  she  liked  the  work  so  much,  de- 
termined her  in  offering  her  services  as  county  clerk  and 
district  clerk  for  Reeves  county.  She  became  a  candidate 
on  the  1  leiiioriati.'  ti(  ket  in  1912  and  made  a  determined 

tiylit   for  tl Iti.o  :ii;.ilnst  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  the 

couiitv,  .■iiid  :i  ui;iii  hIio  had  had  much  experience  in  the 
office,  II.  M.  McKeller,  Jier  prcddossor  in  office.  She 
made  a  very  thorough  canvass,  gohiy  from  hons,.  to  house 
and  town  to  town  throughout  the  .  oiiii!\ .  ;iii'l  licr  record, 
together  with  her  determined  fight,  tuniod  tlio  tide  in  her 
favor.  She  was  successful  and  was  elected  by  a  hand- 
some majority  over  Mr.  McKeller,  who  was  later  ap- 
pointed county  judge.  Miss  Woods  has  the  honor  of 
being  the  first  woman  elected  to  office  in  Reeves  county, 
and  when  one  pauses  to  think  that  she  is  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  Patrick  Henry,  one  can  see  whence  her  inde- 
pendence and  ability  in  public  matters  may  come. 

Jefferson  Davis  B.\etlett  was  born  June  27,  1870, 
at  Water  Vallev,  Mississippi,  and  is  a  son  of  Josiah  and 
Elizabeth  (Sitton)   Bartlett. 

Josiah  Bartlett  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  as  a  young 
man  moved  to  Neshoba  county,  Mississippi,  where  he  be- 
came widely  known  and  served  in  the  capacity  of  sheriff 
for  fifteen  years.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  service,  faithfully  discharging  his  duties  and 
becoming  captain  in  the  commissary  department.  Some 
time  after  the  close  of  hostilities  he  removed  to  W(ater 
Valley,  Mississippi,  and  there  the  remainder  of  his  life 
was  passed,  his  death  occurring  in  December,  1892,  when 
he  was  seventy-two  years  of  age.  He  was  married  in 
Mississippi  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Sitton,  a  native  of  South 
Carolina,  and  she  died  at  Water  Valley,  in  1888,  aged 
sixty  years,  having  been  the  mother  of  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  of  whom  Jefferson  D.  was  the  youngest. 

Jefferson  D.  Bartlett  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 


lic schools  of  Water  A'alle 
to  business  life  as  a  clerk  : 

There  he  remained  until  September,  1890,  when  he  went 
to  De  Leon,  Texas,  and  accepted  a  jiosition  as  book- 
keeper for  Higginbotham  &  Co.,  becoming  a  member  of 
the  firm  five  years  later.  At  the  end  of  aiiolli.  r  |n>riod 
of  like  duration  he  disposed  of  his  iutori'-i-  m  i'  Leon 
and  came  to  Amarillo,  arriving  in  this  citv  Scpiciniir)  10, 
1901.  On  December  10,  1902,  having  sc  iilo.l  :i  lo.-ation  to 
his  liking,  lie  founded  his  present  Ihisiihss.  lie  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Amarillo  Lo.lge,  A.  F.  \  A.  ,M.,  No.  7:',1,  and  the 
Eoyal  Arch  (;ha]iter,  Xo.  190.  II.  i-  ;ilso  a,  member  of 
the  Polk  Street  Methodist  Episropal  Church,  South. 

In  1S95,  Mr.  Bartlett  was  married  at  Water  Valley, 
Mississippi,  to  Miss  Amma  Harmon,  daughter  of  George 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Anderson)  Harmon,  of  Mississippi, 
the  former  a  Confederate  veteran  under  C4eneral  Forrest 
and  still  living  in  Amarillo.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bartlett — Harmon,  born  in  1896 
at  De  Leon,  Texas,  now  attending  Lowry  Phillips  School 
at  Amarillo;  Louise,  born  in  1898  at  De  Leon,  and  Davis, 
born  in  1905  at  Amarillo,  both  attending  the  public 
schools  of  this  city. 

J.^MEs  Isaac  Kexdrick.  As  a  business  builder  few 
men  in  northwest  Texas  have  had  so  progressive  and  suc- 
cessful a  career  as  James  Isaac  Kendrick,  now  head  of 
a  large  furniture  establishment  at  Amarillo.  Mr.  Ken- 
drick gained  his  early  experience  as  a  clerk,  and  on  start- 
ing business  for  himself  opened  a  very  small  stock  of 
goods  in  one  of  the  central  Texas  towns.  From  small 
beginning  he  has  extended  his  enterprise  until  he  would 
now  easily  rank  among  the  leading  merchants  of 
the  state.  His  career  has  also  been  successful  from  the 
point  of  view  of  his  relations  with  civic  affairs,  and  he 
has  always  been  a  leader  and  a  worker  for  organized 
movements  which  would  benefit  his  local  community  or 
the  state  at  large. 

James  Isaac  Kendrick  was  born  in  Scott  county,  Vir- 
ginia. August  1-5,  186.5,  and  comes  from  a  family  which 
in  its  several  generations  of  American  residence  has  been 
characterized  by  the  best  qualities  of  citizenship  and  busi- 
ness ability.  Of  Scotch-Irish  stock,  the  paternal  grand- 
father, J.  Q.  Kendrick,  was  the  founder  of  the  American 
branch  of  the  name.  He  was  in  his  time  one  of  the 
wealthiest  men  in  southwest  A'irgiuia.  He  took  up  his 
residence  in  America  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and,  settling  in  southwestern  Virginia,  became  owner  of 
large  tracts  of  land  there.  These  lands  are  toda.v  worth 
millions  of  dollars  on  account  of  their  mineral  reSQurces 
and  arr  l.irudy  .  i.]itro|l,.,l  by  eastern  capitalists.  On  the 
maternal  ^nlc,  Mr.  Ki  iidi  Ick 's  ancestry  goes  back  to  his 
great  ui.in.ltiitlioi,  |ir:i|icr,  who  was  the  founder  of  the 
Draiier  family  m  tins  cimtry  in  the  colony  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. (ii;iiolf:itlicr  .Io!i:iili,in  hraiicr  was  a  Methodist 
preai-hci-.  Inn   ln-loiiycd  to  :i  i|tii;iki'r  family,  and  was  born 

in    Phil.-I. loll, Ilia,    of    Scotch    ,k-,-cllt. 


Tlie  t:itlicr  of  tl 
Kendrick,    ulm    ua 

retired  m  tl n  |o 

West  A'iryiiii.-i.  r 
Texas,  and  whilo 
dising  and  in  the 
moving  to  Piano, 
business  as  a  met 
been   captain    of   : 


ss  man  was  James  P. 
.■I,  and  is  now  living 
i.nt  life  at  Wheeling. 

lie  was  a  resident  of 
engaged  in  merchan- 
t  Ennis,  subsequently 

where  he  continued 
he  Civil  war  he  had 
'  ( 'oiifi'derate  armv, 
.ciiiy  wounded  in  tlie 
icinl.cr  of  Stonewall 


going  tliiiiii-lioi.t   ilic  ^tiii-ylr  nil, I  liciii 
battle    ot'    (nntv-lnir-.      lie    wns    a    men 

Jackson'-    c iraml    durum    the   enrK    veni-    of    the   war. 

In    politics    he    is    a    Den rat    and    i-    n    nieml.er    of    the 

Methodist    church.      Tlie    niinden    ii.n i     li  i.     was 

Annie  Draper,  who  was  I.om  m  \"ii'j'n  i  :nid  \vn-  mar- 
ried in  Lebanon,  Russell  county,  tl.it  -!,i!i',  :n  Is.'s.  He- 
death  occurred  at  Piano,  Texas,  in  lsS7,  at  the  age  of 
forty-six.  There  were  nine  children  in  the  family,  of 
whoin  James  I.  was  the  third.     Two  of  his  brothers,  M. 
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E.  and  A.  S.  Kendrick,  are  residents  of  Texas,  the 
former  at  Piano,  where  he  is  a  merchant,  and  the  latter  at 
Dalhart,  in  the  real  estate  business. 

James  I.  Kendrick  attained  part  of  his  early  education 
in  the  Emory  and  Heury  College,  near  Abingdon,  in 
Washington  county,  Virginia.  He  also  attended  school 
in  Ennis  for  a  short  time,  and  on  leaving  school  entered 
the  employ  of  his  father  in  the  store,  where  he  remained 
until  1885  and  gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  business 
details.  On  embarking  in  business  on  his  own  account, 
he  chose  the  town  of  GatesvUle,  in  Coryell  county,  where 
he  opened  a  stock  of  hardware  and  furniture,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  characteristic  vigor  to  build  up  a  trade.  He 
transferred  his  operations  to  the  Panhandle  country  in 
1S91,  first  locating  at  Quanah,  and  he  conducted  several 
branch  stores  at  different  points  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
In  1904  he  moved  his  headquarters  to  Amarillo,  and  in 
the  past  ten  years  has  created  the  largest  store  and  stock 
in  furniture  and  house  furnishing  goods  at  this  city.  His 
store  is  sixty  by  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  in  dimension, 
and  there  is  a  large  warehouse  for  storage  of  additional 
stock. 

A  Democrat  in  politics,  Mr.  Kendrick  is  not  now  active 
in  party  affairs,  but  before  coming  to  Amarillo  was  hon- 
ored with  a  number  of  places  of  trust  at  the  gift  of  his 
party.  Mr.  Kendrick  is  now  a  director  and  the  only 
official  in  this  section  of  the  state  of  the  Fish  and  Game 
Association  of  Texas,  an  organization  whose  purpose  is 
the  protection  of  game  within  the  borders  of  Texas,  and 
composed  of  leading  citizens  throughout  the  state.  Mr. 
Kendrick  some  years  ago  took  a  very  active  part  in  hav- 
ing passed  by  the  legislature  the  law  regulating  the  un- 
dertaking and  embalming  business.  He  is  one  of  the 
oldest  undertakers  and  embalmers  in  the  state,  although 
now  retired  from  active  practice.  He  still  retains  his 
membership  and  was  at  one  time  president  of  the  State 
Association  of  Embalmers.  During  his  residence  m  other 
Texas  cities  he  has  held  such  offices  as  alderman,  mayor, 
school  director,  but  has  declined  official  honors  smce 
coming  to  Amarillo.  He  holds  membership  m  the  Am- 
arillo Chamber  of  Commerce  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  ^     ,  .  ,  .    , 

On  June  27,  1887,  at  Waco,  Mr.  Kendrick  married 
Miss  Maggie  Kendrick,  daughter  of  Capt.  B.  J.  Ken- 
drick, one  of  the  pioneers  of  Texas,  who  died  m  April, 
1912  at  Waco,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 
Captain  Kendrick  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  m  the  vi- 
cinity of  Waco,  having  come  to  Texas  at  the  close  ot 
the  Civil  war.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate 
army  from  Georgia,  serving  in  General  Morgan's  com- 
mand. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kendrick  are  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Texas.  The  Kendrick 
residence  in  Amarillo  is  at  1110  Harrison  street.  Mrs. 
Kendrick  takes  an  active  part  in  church  work  and  the 
activities  of  the  Woman 's  Club  at  Amarillo. 

Sim  Florence.  A  resident  of  Grand  Saline,  Texas, 
since  the  early  eighties,  Sim  Florence  has  a  wide  ac- 
quaintance in  and  about  the  county  and  as  the  leading 
insurance  and  real  estate  man  of  the  city  and  proprietor 
of  the  Journal  and  Sun.  a  weekly  newspaper,  his  repu- 
tation and  standing  is  most  secure.  Possessing  none  of 
the  more  showy  qualities,  he  manifests  in  his  daily  walk 
those  more  sturdy  and  quiet  traits  that  mean  so  much 
in  their  possessor  and  never  fail  of  producing  excellent 
results  in  the  better  interests  of  the  community  wherein 
their  owner  resides.  Mr.  Florence  is  well  known  among 
the  newspaper  men  of  the  county,  having  engaged  in  the 
work  soon  after  his  advent  to  the  county  as  the  founder 
of  the  Grand  Saline  Sun,  which  printed  its  first  issue  in 
1893    with  Sim  Florence  as  projirietor  and  Jud  Kiley  as 

Born  in  Lincoln  county,  Georgia,  on  September  13, 
1841,  Sim  Florence  is  the  son  of  Seaborn  Florence,  who 
spent  his  life  in  farming.  He  was  born  in  Georgia,  of 
slaveholding  parents,  and  he  was  reared  under  that  in- 
fluence. He  came  to  Texas  in  1S69  with  his  family  and 
settled  in  Smith  countv,  where  he  died  In  1S93,  when  he 


was  seventy-three  years  of  age.  His  ancestors  were 
French  people  and  his  wife  was  Eveline  Blayloek,  who 
died  in  Alabama  in  1853.  They  had  children  as  follows: 
David,  who  died  in  Dallas  county,  Texas,  leaving  a 
family,  he  having  been  a  Confederate  soldier;  Gibson, 
Martha  and  Lucinda  did  not  reach  mature  life;  Wilson 
died  in  Smith  county,  Texas,  in  1912,  and  he  had  served 
in  the  Confederate  army  also,  and,  like  his  brother,  he 
left  a  family  at  his  death;  Thomas  B.,  another  Confed- 
erate soldier,  died  in  Henderson  county,  this  state,  leaving 
one  son,  Dudley;  John,  who  died  in  Van  Zandt  county 
in  1893,  leaving  a  son  and  a  daughter;  Hamilton  died 
in  the  Confederate  service;  and  Virginia  died  in  child- 
hood. Seaborn  Florence  married  in  later  years  and 
reared  another  family.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  the  tenets  of  that  church  were  effec- 
tively instilled  into  the  minds  of  his  oft'spring. 

Siiii  Florence  spent  several  years  of  his  boyhood  in 
St.  Clair  county,  Alabama,  whither  the  father  settled 
after  the  birth  of  the  boy,  and  there  he  acquired  his 
education  in  the  country  school  of  the  district  as  well 
as  in  similar  schools  in  Texas  after  they  took  up  their 
residence  in  this  state.  Like  his  brothers,  he  entered 
the  service  of  the  southern  army,  and  when  he  returned 
from  the  war  he  taught  school  for  a  short  time  in  Hen- 
derson county,  no  certificate  being  required  at  that  time, 
the  principal  element  that  entered  into  the  making  of  a 
successful  teacher  being  the  courage  to  approach  the 
task.  He  later  engaged  in  farming  here,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  1876,  and  in  that  year  he  moved  to  Wills 
Point,  where  for  some  time  he  was  engaged  in  cotton 
buying.  He  came  to  Grand  Saline  in  1888  or  1889  and 
here  continued  for  a  time  in  the  same  enterprise,  leaving 
it  to  enter  the  newspaper  field  and  the  insurance  and 
real  estate  business. 

The  Grand  Saline  Sun  was  the  first  vigorous  and  per- 
manent periodical  given  to  the  readers  of  this  industrial 
center,  and  its  literary  and  editorial  success  was  the 
result  of  the  efficiency  of  Mr.  Riley,  mentioned  in  a 
previous  paragraph,  while  its  business  success  lay  with 
Mr.  Florence.  They  continued  in  control  of  the  paper 
for  a  time,  then  it  was  sold,  and  the  Journal  of  Edge- 
wood  was  purchased.  In  1908  it  was  moved  to  Grand 
Saline,  and  it  now  occupies  an  ideal  newspaper  home, 
built  by  its  owners  after  many  years  of  experience  in 
familiarizing  themselves  with  the  needs  of  a  country 
office  such  as  theirs.  A  concreA?  building,  with  concrete 
floors,  amply  lighted  and  ventiJated  and  equipped  in  the 
most  thorough  manner,  is  now  the  home  of  the  Journal, 
a  Democratic  paper  which  aims  to  instruct  and  entertain 
the  home  folk  rather  than  to  dispense  political  opinions 
and  prejudices. 

In  February,  1914,  Mr.  Florence  bought  the  Grand 
Saline  Sun  and  consolidated  it  with  the  Journal,  discon- 
tinuing the  name  Journal  and  keeping  that  of  the  Sun 
as  it  was  the  oldest  paper.  After  the  consolidation  he 
sold  a  half  interest  to  Eov  Walton  who  now  has  charge 
of  the  best  paper  in  the  best  field  in  all  East  Texas— the 
Grand  Saline  Sun. 

With  the  Sim  firmly  founded  and  its  editorial  depart- 
ment well  provided  for,  Mr.  Florence  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  development  of  a  business  where  his  own 
superior  talents  might  be  displayed.  He  found  this  in 
the  writing  of  fire  insurance  and  in  the  exploitation  of 
real  estate  enterprises,  a  combination  for  which  he  has 
displayed  and  demonstrated  an  aptitude  and  ability 
wholly  equal  to  his  hopes.  His  business  connection  has 
served  to  ally  him  with  the  vital  affairs  of  the  town  and 
his  hand  has"  been  seen  in  much  that  has  taken  place  m 
the  development  of  it  and  its  enterprises. 

When  Mr.  Florence  first  came  to  Grand  Saline  he  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  mercantile  affairs  of  Dr.  J.  C. 
Austin  the  pioneer  merchant  of  the  place.  As  perma- 
nent administrator  of  the  doctor's  estate,  he  wound  up 
its  affairs  and  himself  remained  in  the  merchandise 
business  and  in  cotton  buying  until  he  saw  an  oppor- 
tunity to  engage  in  newspaper  work. 


1 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


2077 


In  1S61  ilr.  Florence  enlisted  in  Company  K  of  the 
Third  Texas  Cavalry,  with  Captains  Gaines  and  Johnson 
and  Colonel  Greer  in  command  of  the  regiment.  He 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Oak  Hills  and  Elkhorn  and 
went  with  his  command  across  the  Mississippi  river  and 
fought  at  Corinth  and  other  engagements  in  which  the 
Tennessee  army  was  active,  leading  up  to  the  fall  of 
Vicksburg,  then  going  with  General  Johnston  's  army  on 
the  retreat  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta.  He  was  with 
General  Hood  's  army  when  it  made  the  last  Tennessee 
campaign,  after  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  and  after  the  battle 
of  Nashville  Mr.  Florence  furloughed  home,  where  he 
was  when  the  war  ended.  He  was  wounded  in  the  hand 
with  a  poisoned  bullet  at  Newuan,  Georgia,  on  the 
Atlanta  campaign  in  July,  1S64,  but  otherwise  passed 
through  the  war  without  injury. 

As  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Florence  has  participated  in  state 
politics  to  some  extent  and  he  was  in  the  state  conren- 
tion  when  ' '  Charley ' '  Culbertson  was  nominated  for 
governor  of  Texas.  He  has  always  been  a  factor  in 
Baptist  affairs  in  Grand  Saline  and  as  one  of  the  older 
members  of  the  church  here  he  has  attended  state  con- 
ventions and  missionary  associations  of  the  church  as 
a  delegate. 

Mr.  Florence  was  married  in  Talladega  county,  Ala- 
bama, in  September,  1864,  to  Miss  Fauuie  E.  Curry,  a 
daughter  of  Allen  K.  Curry  and  Elizabeth  (Hogan) 
Curry,  both  Irish  people.  The  children  of  their  union 
were  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  Grand  Saline  as  the  wife  of 
Jud  Eiley,  without  surviving  issue,  and  Jennie,  who 
married  Walt  Smith  of  Grandfield,  Oklahoma,  and  has 
one  son,  Sidney. 

DeWitt  C.  Pkiddt.  Beginning  his  independent  busi- 
ness career  with  only  fifty  dollars  of  capital,  and  having 
from  early  boyhood  relied  upon  his  own  efforts  to  pro- 
mote along  the  line  of  his  ambition,  Mr.  Priddy  is  now 
one  of  the  foremost  real  estate  men  of  Amarillo,  and, 
besides  possessing  a  large  brokerage  business,  he  is  the 
individual  owner  of  a  large  amount  of  property  and  one 
of  the  successful  men  and  influential  citizens  of  "the  Texas 
Panhandle. 

DeWitt  C.  Priddy  was  born  near  Booneville,  Missis- 
sippi, March  4,  1 875,  and  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Eacy  Priddy, 
who  was  born  in  Alabama  and  later  moved  to  Mississippi 
after  the  close  of  the  war.  The  paternal  ancestry  was 
from  Ireland,  and  its  members  were  early  settlers  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  famOy  furnished  several  soldiers  to  the 
Bevolutionary  war.  The  founder  of  the  American  branch 
of  the  family  was  James  Priddy.  For  services  rendered 
during  the  early  wars  one  of  the  ancestors  received  title 
to  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  including  the 
site  of  the  present  courthouse  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and 
this  property  has  never  been  relinquished  or  deeded  away. 
Dr.  Kacy  Priddy  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  during 
the  Civil  war  enlisted  in  the  Twelfth  Alabama  Infantry 
at  the  beginning  of  hostilities,  and  went  through  the 
entire  command  as  a  soldier  in  Lee's  army  in  Virginia. 
He  was  never  taken  prisoner,  but  was  twice  wounded 
and  fought  in  every  important  engagement  that  took 
place  on  the  great  A'irginia  battlefield.  He  was  one 
among  those  who  stacked  arms  at  Lee 's  surrender  and 
helped  take  the  last  two  pieces  of  artillery  secured  by 
Lee  's  army.  He  is  now  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
in  Quanah,  Texas,  being  retired  after  a  long  and  suc- 
cessful career.  He  came  to  Texas  on  December  15,  1880, 
first  locating"  in  Gainesville,  in  Cooke  county,  at  the  time 
the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  Eailroad  was  first  being 
operated  through  that  section  of  the  state,  and  removed 
to  St.  Joe,  Texas.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  at  that  place.  The  maiden  name 
of  the  mother  was  Mary  Cornelius  Osborne,  who  was 
born  in  Alabama,  of  a  family  which  settled  in  this 
state  many  years  ago  and  before  the  war  were  planters 
and  large  slave  owners.  The  mother  died  at  Quanah  on 
November  19,  1912,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.     Of 


the  twelve  children  in  the  family,  DeWitt  C.  was  the 
ninth. 

As  a  boy  he  lived  in  Montague  county  and  attended 
school  in  that  vicinity,  at  Liberty  Chapel,  Montague 
county,  and  completed  his  education  in  the  St.  Joe  high 
school  of  Montague  cpunty.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
left  home  and  started  to  make  his  own  way.  His  first  in- 
dependent imdertaking  was  in  the  confectionery  busi- 
ness near  Wichita  Falls,  where  during  four  and  a  half 
years  he  built  up  a  good  trade  and  made  considerable 
money,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  his  business  at 
a  profit  and  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  Wichita 
Mill  &  Elevator  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Frank  Kell  was 
proprietor.  He  continued  for  several  years  to  work  in 
the  milling  business,  and  after  resigning  engaged  as  a 
grain  buyer  for  E.  R.  and  D.  C.  Cobb,  who  were  whole- 
sale grain  dealers.  At  the  close  of  three  years  in  that 
line  of  business  he  came  out  to  Clarendon,  where  he  es- 
tablished a  real  estate  oifice  and  made  the  beginning  of 
what  has  proved  a  very  successful  career  as  a  real  estate 
man.  After  six  years  at  Clarendon  he  came  to  Amarillo 
and  has  since  been  in  business  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Priddy  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Democratic  in- 
terests.    Fraternallv  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent 

OrdiT  t.f  Oa,l  Fcllowf,  tlic  Mn.l.^n,  W 1 ii  of  America, 

and  til..  W linr.i  nf  Tl,r  Wnil.l   ,n  A  1 1  Kir  1 1 1. ..     Mr.  I'riddy 

is  ail  artiM'  inriiilirr  in  ilir   \''Ak  siicTt   M.ilin.li^t   i-hurch 

of  Commerce. 

At  Claude,  in  Armstrong  county,  on  April  25,  1903,  Mr. 
Priddy  married  Miss  Nancy  Dora  Eambow,  a  daughter 
of  J.  K.  Eambow.  Her  father  came  to  Texas  and  set- 
tled in  Milam  county  more  than  half  a  century  ago. 
The  two  sons  of  Mr.  Priddy  and  wife  are  Horace  Peyton 
Priddv,  born  at  Clarendon,  October  19,  1905,  and  DeWitt 
Clinton  Priddy.  Jr.,  born  at  Amarillo,  April  5,  1912. 
Mr.  I'lidd.v.  wliilo  gaining  success  for  himself,  has  been 
noti'^l  ti.i  III-  liol|ifulness  and  charity  to  others  who  were 
strui;L;liiiy  iiloiiu  in  the  harder  roads  of  life.  He  is  an 
enthusiastic  advocate  of  Amarillo,  which  is  destined  to 
be  at  some  time  in  the  not  far  distant  future  one  of  the 
great  cities  of  Texas. 

Daniel  Farkixgton  BtTCK:MASTER.  Among  the  former 
citizens  of  Dallas,  Daniel  Fanington  Buckmaster  was  a 
resident  from  1885  until  his  deatli  in  1000,  performed 
services  of  quiet  usefulness  as  a  worker,  and  left  an 
honored  name  among  his  family  and  friends. 

Daniel  F.  Buckmaster  was  lioru  in  New  York  city  in 
1826.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and"  his 
mother  was  a  French  Canadian.  He  was  one  of  seven 
eons,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  In  his  native  city 
he  started  to  learn  his  trade  as  brickmason,  and  when 
he  had  completed  his  apprenticeship  he  pursued  his  vo- 
cation as  a  journeyman  in  thirty-six  different  states  of 
the  Union.  He  was  in  the  South  during  the  fifties  and 
entered  the  Confederate  army  during  the  war,  serving 
four  years  as  a  wearer  of  the  gray.  After  the  war  he 
located  at  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  and  followed  his  trade 
there  until  1885,  when  he  moved  to  Dallas.  He  was  still 
active  in  his  work  until  a  short  time  before  his  death. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  faith.  He  belonged  to  the  Bricklayers'  Union 
in  Dallas. 

Daniel  Farrington  Buckmaster  was  married  in  1873  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Murphy,  a  native  of  New  York  and  a 
daughter  of  Mathew  and  Eose  (Murphy)  Murphy.  Both 
her  parents  were  born  in  Ireland.  Mrs."  Buckmaster,  who 
still  lives  in  Dallas,  at  her  home  at  4924  Bryan  street,  is 
the  only  one  living  of  five  children  born  to"  her  parents. 
She  herself  has  been  the  mother  of  six  children,  namely: 
Daniel,  who  died  in  infancy;  Eosa,  the  widow  of  Clinton 
Tucker,  of  Dallas,  and  the"  mother  of  one  child,  Lueva; 
Lawrence,  a  brickmason  at  Dallas  and  unmarried;  Ger- 
trude, who  is  a  stenographer,  and  she  and  her  brother 
reside  with  their  mother;  Annie,  also  at  home,  and  Stella, 
a  teacher  in  the  public  schools. 
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Judge  J.  J.  Stoker,  a  Confederate  soldier  in  the  war 
between  the  states,  an  educator  of  ability,  serving  his 
country  in  oiEcial  capacity,  always  achieving  success,  and 
maintaining  a  high  standard  of  citizenship,  was  born 
June  24,  1841,  in  Coosa  county,  Alabama.  His  father, 
Allen  Stoker,  was  married  to  Harriet  M.  Myers  in  1839, 
and  J.  J.  was  the  oldest  of  six  children,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters. 

Judge  Stoker  is  of  Seotch-Irish-German  descent.  His 
great-grandfather,  Bobert  Stoker,  immigrated  to  America 
just  after  the  Eevolutionary  war,  settled  in  North  Caro- 
lina, and  had  seven  sons,  from  whom  the  Stokers  are 
descended. 

J.  J.  Stoker  was  educated  at  Wewoka  Academy,  in 
Coosa  county,  and  in  1861  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Third 
Regiment,  Alabama  Infantry,  Col.  T.  Lomax;  was  at 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  in  Billy  Mahone  's  Brigade,  Huger  's 
Division,  until  after  the  naval  battle  in  Hampton  Roads ; 
was  at  Drury's  Bluff,  below  Richmond,  when  the  Fed- 
eral fleet  ascended  the  James  River,  in  May,  1862;  was 
at  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines,  where  his  regiment  lost 
heavily.  Colonel  Lomax  being  killed. 

After  this  battle  the  army  was  reorganized.  His 
regiment  was  put  in  General  Rhodes'  Alabama  Brigade, 
D.  H.  Hill's  Division,  and  when  Gen.  Stonewall  Jackson 
joined  Gen.  E.  E.  Lee  in  his  attack  on  Gen.  George  B. 
McClellan,  in  front  of  Richmond,  with  Genera!  Jackson  's 
corps,  he  was  in  the  battles  of  Cold  Harbor,  White  Oak 
Bottom  and  Malvern  Hill,  in  the  last  of  which  he  was 
wounded  in  the  left  wrist  and  permanently  disabled  from 
active  service. 

He  was  at  home  one  year,  and  after  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg  was  assigned  to  hospital  service,  but  later 
detailed  to  guard  Stanton  River  Bridge,  on  the  Rich- 
mond &  Danville  Railroad,  and  when  Wilson 's  cavalry 
attempted  to  raid  and  burn  said  bridge,  he,  with  sixty 
others,  withstood  the  assault  and  saved  the  bridge.  A 
battalion  was  then  sent  to  guard  this  bridge;  he  was 
relieved,  and  on  October  19,  1864,  retired  from  active 
service. 

He  then  returned  home,  and,  his  father  being  a  slave- 
holder, he  took  charge  of  the  farm,  and  on  April  4,  1865, 
was  married  to  Emma  Asenath  Rawls,  who  died  in  1871. 
They  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  died,  and  one, 
Annie  V.,  became  a  teacher  of  fine  ability,  now  the  wife 
of  George  Carmichael,  president  of  the  Citizens  National 
Bank  of  Hillsboro,  Texas. 

At  eight  years  of  age  he  became  a  total  abstainer 
from  alcoholic  liquors.  A  comrade  said  of  him  after  the 
war :  "I  never  knew  him  to  use  an  oath,  take  a  drink 
of  whisky,  play  cards  or  gamble  in  any  way,  in  the 
army. ' '  Being  a  total  abstainer,  it  is  easy  for  him  to 
be  a  prohibitionist  of  the  liquor  traifie,  local,  state, 
nation,  world-wide. 

Judge  Stoker  is  a  Democrat,  was  a  secessionist  in  1860, 
but  accepted  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword  as  to  the 
right  of  a  state  to  secede  from  the  Union,  and  with 
genuine  patriotism  and  true  Southern  chivalry  has  de- 
voted himself  to  the  upbuilding  of  his  own  beloved  South- 
land, while  not  trying  to  tear  down  any  other  section  of 
our  great  country. 

In  1868  he  accidentally  shot  off  his  wounded  arm,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1S69  came  to  Texas,  arriving  at  Waco, 
and  later  went  to  Hill  county.  He  taught  school  ten 
years  and,  while  teaching,  he  strove  earnestly  to  prepare 
his  pupils  for  the  duties  of  life  by  giving  them  proper 
instruction  and  inculcating  the  highest  moral  and  true 
Christian  principles,  both  by  precept  and  example. 

In  1878  he  married  Sarah  E.  Crook,  a  sister  of  Mrs. 
T.  S.  Wade,  of  Grandview.  In  1880  he  was  elected  dis- 
trict clerk  of  Hill  county,  Texas,  and  served  six  years. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  abstract  business  for  several 
years  and  in  1893  removed  to  Foard  county,  Texas,  and 
engaged  in  farming,  and  in  1896  was  elected  county 
judge.  The  county  had  been  organized  six  years  and 
was  $14,000  in  debt.  By  rigid  economy  and  good  finan- 
ciering he  started  the  county  on  the  way  to  prosperity. 


and  in  1900  removed  to  Weatherford  for  the  benefit  of 
her  splendid  schools,  having  six  daughters  to  educate. 
Five  of  these  have  graduated  from  the  high  school.  The 
oldest,  Clara  May,  now  the  wife  of  William  Block,  of 
Wynne,  Arkansas,  is  a  graduate  in  music;  Sula  is  re- 
markably successful  and  popular  as  a  teacher ;  Margaret 
is  a  graduate  of  South  West  Texas  Normal,  at  San 
Marcus;  Frances  is  a  successful  stenographer;  Ruth  and 
Esther,  twins,  are  soon  to  graduate  from  Texas  Faire- 
mont  Seminary;  the  only  son,  James  Allen,  is  in  Los 
Angeles,  California.  They  were  all  members  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  until  the  union  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  they  are  all  hearty 
supporters.  They  are  all  workers  in  the  Sunday  School 
and  other  institutions  and  departments  of  the  church. 

James  N.  Bartholow.  A  former  newspaper  man  and 
editor  who  is  well  remembered  in  different  sections  of 
Texas,  and  who  possessed  more  than  ordinary  abUity  in 
literary  matters,  James  N.  Bartholow  followed  his  pro- 
fession in  Dallas  for  a  number  of  years,  and  died  there 
about  eighteen  years  ago. 

He  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  in  1850,  a  son 
of  Elijah  and  Mary  (Given)  Bartholow.  His  father 
was  an  attorney,  and  was  also  a  jewelry  importer,  and 
at  one  time  was  associated  with  the  firm  of  Tiffany,  of 
New  York  Citj-.  Both  parents  are  now  deceased.  The 
other  children  in  the  family  were:  John,  deceased,  and 
Fannie,  widow  of  C.  Dyer,  of  Williamsburg,  Kansas. 

James  N.  Bartholow  grew  up  in  his  native  state  of 
Maryland  and  was  educated  for  the  law,  but  never  prac- 
ticed the  profession.  He  also  studied  medicine,  but  the 
pursuit  of  that  was  also  not  attractive,  and  so  far  as 
known  he  never  had  a  case.  All  his  tastes  and  inclina- 
tions were  for  literary  work  and  for  books,  and  it  was 
this  which  led  him  into  newspaper  work.  He  came  to 
Texas,  and  during  his  active  career  was  identified  with 
several  journals  as  editor  in  different  sections  of  the 
state,  and  was  still  writing  and  following  his  profession 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1895.  He  was  a  Democrat 
in  politics  and  belonged  to  the  Episcopal  church.  His 
widow  now  owns  business  and  residence  property  in 
Dallas  and  resides  in  a  comfortable  home  at  1321  Canton 
street. 

The  late  Mr.  Bartholow  was  married  in  1867  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Field,  a  native  of  ilissouri  and  a  daughter  of 
James  N.  and  Elizabeth  (Yancey)  Field.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  Virginia  and  her  mother  of  Kentucky, 
and  the  former  was  a  planter,  a  wholesale  merchant  and 
contractor,  and  possessed  exceptional  business  ability 
and  gained  a  modest  and  comfortable  fortune.  There 
were  five  children  in  the  Field  family,  as  follows :  John 
W.,  deceased;  Joel  Y.,  deceased;  Martha,  wife  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Sells,  a  custom  house  emjiloye  in  San  Francisco, 
California ;  Mrs.  Bartholow,  and  Thomas,  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bartholow  had  only  one  son,  Yancy  Bartholow, 
who  was  one  of  the  foremost  Ijusiness  men  of  Dallas. 
He  was  the  originator  of  the  Wholesale  Texas  Drug 
Company  and  is  now  president  of  the  Southwestern  Sun- 
dry Company,  of  Dallas.  He  is  unmarried,  is  a  man  of 
large  resources,  and  lives  at  home  with  his  mother. 

Alfred  M.  Newman,  M.  D.  No  character  comes  in 
closer  or  more  earnest  touch  with  frontier  life  than  does 
the  pioneer  physician.  His  very  presence  at  the  bedside 
of  the  isolatedhomesteader  is  often  a  potion  as  powerful 
as  his  pills  and  his  powders,  and  his  sympathy  and  ad- 
vice are  far  reaching  factors  for  good  ia  the  various 
phases  of  development  of  any  new  locality.  Dr.  Alfred 
M.  Newman,  of  Canadian,  Texas,  belongs  to  this  class 
of  pioneer  physicians.  More  than  two  decades  ago  he 
was  the  only  doctor  in  a  territory  including  nine  coun- 
ties, and  he  has  been  in  continuous  and  successful  prac- 
tice here  ever  since.  A  review  of  his  life  is  of  interest 
in  this  connection,  and,  brietlT,  is  as  follows: 

Alfred  M.  Newman  was  born  in  Adams  county,  Ohio, 
August    29,   1S61,   and   has   in   his   veins   a   mixture   of 
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Scotch-Irish  and  Pennsylvania  Dutch  blood,  the  former 
from  the  paternal  side  and  the  latter  from  the  maternal. 
His  father,  John  Newman,  was  born  and  lived  and  died 
in  Ohio.  His  life  was  that  of  the  successful  farmer  and 
his  age  at  death  was  that  of  seventy-one  years.  He 
passed  away  in  1885,  and  his  good  wife,  Ann  (Herd- 
man)  Newman,  in  1898.  She  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1819 
and  her  age  at  death,  therefore,  was  seventy-nine  years. 
In  their  family  were  ten  children,  of  whom  Alfred  M. 
is  the  youngest. 

In  the  public  schools  Alfred  M.  Newman  received  his 
early  training,  and  up  to  the  time  he  was  sixteen  he 
worked  on  his  father's  farm  when  not  attending  school. 
Then  for  several  years  he  alternated  school  teaching 
and  attending  college.  He  pursued  a  course  of  study  at 
the  National  Normal  University,  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and  at 
the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  Cincinnati.  Following  his 
graduation  from  the  latter  institution  in  1884,  he  further 
prepared  himself  for  his  profession  by  taking  special 
work  under  the  guidance  of  one  of  the  leading  surgeons 
of  Cincinnati.  That  same  year,  1884,  he  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  Burden,  Kanas,  where  he 
remained  for  nine  years.  In  1891  he  came  down  into 
Te.xas  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Hemphill  county. 
Since  that  date  Canadian  has  been  his  home  and  the 
surrounding  country  for  many  miles  his  field  of  practice. 
In  the  early  days  here  he  was  the  only  physician  in 
nine  counties.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  physician  and 
surgeon  for  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  Company.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  District  Medical  and  State  Medical  Soci- 
eties and  the  American  Medical  Association.  The  former 
organization  covers  the  counties  of  Hemphill,  Eoberts, 
Liscomb,  Ochiltree  and  Wheeler,  and  its  members  have 
honored  Dr.  Newman  with  the  office  of  president.  Also 
he'  served  as  president  of  the  Canadian  school  board, 
filling  the  office  four  years,  at  all  times  showing  a  pro- 
gressive public  spirit.  A  local  public  utility  put  in  opera- 
tion by  him  was  the  long  distance  telephone.  He  organ- 
ized the  Canadian  Long  Distance  Telephone  Company,  of 
which  he  was  president  and  treasurer  and  his  son  secre- 
tary and  manager.  They  built  and  equipped  this  con- 
cern and  operated  the  line  two  and  a  half  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  they  sold  out  to  the  Bell  Telephone 
Company.  During  his  residence  here  Dr.  Newman  has 
acquired  large  real  estate  interests,  his  holdings  includ- 
ing both  farm  and  town  propertv. 

July  16,  1884,  at  Glenn  Springs,  Lewis  county,  Ken- 
tucky, Dr.  Alfred  M.  Newman  and  Miss  Zora  E.  Jones, 
a  native  of  Kentucky  and  a  daughter  of  S.  S.  and  Mary 
Jones,  were  united  in  marriage,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  children,  a  son  and  daughter,  0.  Boss  Newman 
and  Jliss  Bertha  May  Newman. 

O.  Ross  Newman  was  born  at  Burden,  Kansas,  Janu- 
ary 2,  1SS6.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Armour  Institute  of 
Technolog.v  and  as  an  electrical  engineer  is  connected 
with  the  Bell  Telephone  Company,  having  charge  of 
twenty-seven  counties  in  Kansas.  He  married  Jliss  Mary 
Brooks,  and  is  a  resident  of  Wichita,  Kansas.  Miss 
Bertha  May  Newn:an  is  a  native  of  Canadian,  Texas, 
and  was  born  May  8,  1892.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Canadian  High  School,  the  Canadian  Academy,  Baylor 
University,  and  of  the  State  University.  She  won  a 
two-year  scholarship  from  the  academy  which  gave  her 
entrance  to  the  universitv.  Miss  Newman  was  married 
to  C.  C.  Shaller  on  May  21,  1913.  Mr.  Shaller  is  a 
graduate  of  the  legal  department  of  the  State  Univer- 
sity of  Texas. 

B.  F.  Cherry.  Manager  of  the  Weatherford  Water, 
Light  and  Ice  Company,  and  also  head  of  a  large  drug 
company  of  the  city,  Mr.  Cherry  is  an  alert  and  enter- 
prising young  business  man.  still  in  his  thirties,  and  has 
a  record  of  accomplishment  that  might  well  be  envied 
by  many  older  men. 

B.  F.  Cherry  was  born  March  24,  1876,  at  Lawryville, 
Hardin  county,  Tennessee,  a  son  of  H.  J.  and  Sarah  E. 
(Alexander)    Cherry.     The  Cherry   family   is  of   Scotch 


descent  and  had  numerous  representations  in  the  state  of 
Tennessee,  where  most  of  them  were  planters  and  slave 
holilers.  Many  of  the  name  were  Confederate  sym- 
pathizers, and  several  served  on  the  Confederate  side 
in  the  war.  H.  J.  Cherry,  who  is  now  living  retired  'in 
Parker  county  at  the  age  of  seventy,  was  a  courier  for 
Gen.  Albert  Sidney  Johnston  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
and  carried  the  news  of  his  commander's  fatal  wound 
to  General  Beauregard.  One  of  his  brothers,  W.  H. 
Cherry,  of  Savannah,  Tennessee,  was  a  personal  friend 
of  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  and  General  Grant  spent  the  night 
of  April  5  in  the  home  of  \V.  H.  Cherry  just  before  tlie 
liattic  Ml'  shildh.     Thus  diic  l.rnther  was  entertaining  the 

I' niiiiii.-iiMliT,    \ihili'    .iiiiitlicr   was   in    the   army   of 

tliM  Sunili  ;ni.|  ,ci\iii-  iiinl.r  General  Johnston.  Later 
this  iMiitlici'  iiit.']r,.d.Ml  tliruuyh  General  Grant  for  the 
release  of  H.  J.  Cherry,  who  was  at  the  time  a  prisoner 
of  war  at  Rock  Island,  Illinois.  In  1895  the  Cherry 
famUy  moved  from  Tennessee  to  Weatherford,  Texas, 
where  the  mother  died  in  September,  1904.  There  were 
nine  children  in  the  family  and  the  fifth  in  order  of 
birth  was  B.  F.  Cherry. 

His  early  education  was  in  the  Tennessee  public 
schools,  and  for  two  years  he  was  a  student  in  Hardin 
College,  at  Savannah,  Tennessee.  While  living  in  Ten- 
nessee he  began  his  career  as  a  school  teacher,  and  on 
coming  to  Texas,  at  the  beginning  of  young  manhood, 
he  found  a  place  as  clerk  in  a  drug  store.  For  more  than 
seven  years  he  has  been  independently  identified  with 
the  drug  business  and  is  now  president  of  the  Sherry- 
Akard  Drug  Company  of  Weatherford.  For  the  past 
three  years  Mr.  Cherry  has  successfully  managed  the 
Weatherford  plant  for  the  supply  of  water,  light  and 
ice  to  the  citizens  of  this  conmiunity.  The  water  supply 
of  Weatherford  is  probably  unexcelled  by  that  of  any 
Texas  city.  The  source  of  supply  is  in  the  Trinity 
sands,  at  a  depth  of  four  hundred  feet,  and  the  plant  has 
a  capacity  of  furnishing  three  hundred  thousand  gallons 
per  day.  During  the  three  years  of  Mr.  Cherry's  man- 
agement the  water  plant  has  teen  maintained  "equal  to 
the  demands  made  upon  it,  and  for  the  first  time  in 
twenty-five  years  there  has  been  no  shortage  of  water  in 
Weatherford,  notwithstanding  some  protracted  spells  of 
dry  weather  have  occurred  in  this  time. 

Mr.  Cherry  in  politics  has  always  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket.  His  fraternal  connections  for  sixteen  years  have 
been  with  Lone  Star  Lodge,  No.  4,  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Columbia  Camp  of 
Woodmen.  He  belongs  to  the  Commercial  Club  and  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Weatherford,  is  a  steward  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  a  very  popu- 
lar citizen. 

On  October  25,  1900,  at  Weatherford,  Mr.  Cherry  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Heiprin,  a  daughter  of  6.  N.  and  Jennie 
Heiprin,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Texas.  Mr.  Heiprin 
is  now  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  at  W'eather- 
ford,  and  was  one  of  the  first  land  surveyors  in  this 
part  of  the  state.  Both  Mrs.  Cherry's  parents  were 
reared  in  Parker  county,  and  during  their  lifetime  wit- 
nessed practically  all  the  changes  marking  the  develop- 
ment of  this  country  from  the  pioneer  period  to  the 
modern  present.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cherry  was  born,  December  22,  1901,  a  son,  George 
Franklin  Cherry. 

Mr.  Cherry  is  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  possibilities 
of  Parker  county  and  speaks  with  enthusiasm  of  many 
things  that  indicate  the  resources  of  this  part  of  the 
country.  The  production  of  watermelons  has  given 
Parker  county  a  well  earned  fame,  and  at  the  St.  Louis 
Fair  a  few  years  ago  ten  melons  were  exhibited  whose 
aggregate  weight .  was  eleven  hundred  pounds.  These 
melons  are  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and 
several  carloads  have  been  sent  to  Europe. 

William  D.  Cowen.  As  is  usually  the  case  with  the 
leading  business  man  of  a  place,  William  D.  Cowen,  who 
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occupies  this  position  in  Pecos,  Texas,  grew  up  in  the 
hard  school  of  experience  and  his  early  years  were  full 
of  hard  knocks.  He  started  in  life  as  a  rancher,  in  the 
same  way  that  hundreds  of  men  have  started,  but  he 
succeeded  where  many  men  have  failed,  through  the 
qualities  which  he  possessed  of  being  able  to  work  early 
and  late  and  of  possessing  perseverance  enough  to  cling 
to  a  thing  until  it  was  accomplished.  He  is  now  one  of 
the  most  influential  men  in  the  whole  of  west  Texas, 
influential  not  only  on  account  of  his  wealth,  but  also 
on  account  of  the  "strength  and  force  of  his  personality. 

"William  David  Cowen  was  born  on  the  25th  of  July, 
1S51,  in  Gonzales  county,  Texas.  His  father,  John  Cowen, 
was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  his  mother,  Elizabeth 
(Xations)  Cowen,  was  born  in  ilississippi.  When  a 
young  man  John  Cowen  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  this 
country,  settling  in  South  Carolina.  He  later  moved  to 
Mississippi  and  there  in  the  fall  of  1849  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Elizabeth  Nations.  He  came  with  his  wife  to 
Texas  and  they  located  in  Gonzales  county,  near  Belman, 
where  they  lived  until  1852,  when  they  moved  to  Fayette 
county.  Here  Jlr.  Cowen  died  in  1886.  He  spent  all 
of  his  life  as  a  rancher  and  stock  raiser.  Mrs.  Cowen 
died  in  1892,  and  of  the  seven  children  born  of  this 
union  five  grew  to  maturity.  Of  these  Robert  B.  Cowen 
is  a  prominent  farmer  near  San  Marcos,  Texas,  and 
Willis  Cowen  is  a  teacher  in  San  Marcos.  WiUiam  D. 
Cowen  was  the  eldest  of  the  children. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  William  Cowen  was  the  eldest 
and  that  his  father's  family  was  large,  he  received  only 
a  limited  education,  attending  the  country  schools  in 
the  winters  and  assisting  his  father  or  working  on  the 
neighboring  ranches  during  the  summers.  When  he  was 
old  enough  to  start  out  for  himself  he  went  into  cattle 
raising  on  a  very  small  scale  in  Fayette  county.  His 
herds  grew  and  he  later  transferred  them  to  Gonzales 
county,  where  he  remained  until  1883.  Then  he  moved  to 
Brewster  county,  and  in  1884  came  to  Eeeves  county. 
During  these  eyars  he  had  been  continuously  successful, 
everything  that  he  had  undertaken  had  turned  out  well, 
and  this  was  not  due  to  good  luck,  but  to  careful  manage- 
ment and  the  use  of  good  sense.  In  Eeeves  county  he 
operated  on  a  large  scale,  owning  a  ranch  of  thirty 
thousand  acres,  and  his  Herds  had  become  immense.  After 
making  so  fine  a  success  of  ranching,  he  turned  to  other 
fields,  and  'S  now  the  leader  in  all  of  the  important  busi- 
ness enterprises  in  Pecos. 

Mr.  Cowen  became  the  president  and  is  the  principal 
owner  of  the  Pecos  Valley  Bank,  in  1901.  He  is  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Pecos  Land  Company  and  was  one 
of  the  leaders  in  the  movement  which  resulted  in  the 
growth  and  development  of  Pecos.  He  is  president  of 
the  Pecos  Valley  and  Southern  Eailroad  Company  and  is 
one  of  the  largest  stockholders  in  this  enterprise.  Finan- 
cial enterprises  have  claimed  the  larger  share  of  his  time 
of  late,  and  he  organized  the  Bank  of  Raistow,  at 
Barstow,  Texas,  and  is  vice  president  of  tlie  Toyah  Citi- 
zens' Bank,  at  Toyah,  Texas.  He  is  actively  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  these  various  institutions  and  spends 
much  of  his  time  looking  after  their  affairs. 

Mr.  Cowen  was  married  on  the  3d  of  January,  1870,  to 
Miss  Josephine  Darling,  a  native  of  Texas  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Socrates  Darling,  who  was  one  of  the  early  pi- 
oneers of  Texas,  having  settled  here  in  1834,  and  also 
being  a  veteran  of  the  Mexican  war.  Mrs.  Josephine 
Cowen  died  in  1889  and  is  buried  in  Toyah.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  marriage,  as  follows :  William 
Cowen  is  a  prominent  rancher  of  Culberson  county, 
Texas;  Lou  married  J.  L.  Duncan  and  lives  in  Jeff  Davis 
county,  Texas;  John  Cowen  is  a  successful  ranch  owner 
of  Eeeves  county ;  Frances  is  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Pruett,  a 
merchant  of  Pecos ;  Sidney  Cowen  is  also  successfully 
engaged  in  ranching  in  Eeeves  county,  and  Myrtle  is  the 
widow  of  Judge  Ben  C.  Thomas  and  now  makes  her 
home  with  her  father  in  Pecos.  Mr.  Cowen  was  mar- 
ried for  the  second  time  in  1891  to  Lethia  Porter  Phil- 


lips, the  widow  of  John  Phillips,  Mrs.  Cowen  being  a 
native  of  the  state  ot  Missouri.  One  son,  Marvin  Cowen, 
has  been  born  to  this  marriage,  and  he  is  at  present  a 
student  in  Baylor  University,  at  Dallas,  Texas.  Mr. 
Cowen  has  taken  especial  care  in  seeing  that  all  of  his 
children  received  a  fair  education. 

In  speaking  of  the  leading  business  man  of  a  town,  a 
picture  always  comes  to  mind  of  an  arrogant,  domineer- 
ing sort  of  a  man,  who  considers  himself  not  only  the 
owner  of  the  land  and  buildings  of  a  town,  but  also  of 
the  people  living  therein,  but  one  must  draw  a  very 
difl'erent  picture  of  WiUiam  D.  Cowen.  He  is  a  plain, 
simple  business  man,  modest  and  of  retiring  disposition, 
prone  to  consider  what  he  has  accomplished  in  life  as 
being  possible  of  accomplishment  by  any  man  who  works 
hard  enough.  He  is  highly  respected  and  heartily  lilied 
by  his  fellow  citizens,  which  is  sufiScient  evidence  that  he 
does  not  stoop  to  take  an  unfair  advantage  of  his  in- 
fluence and  power. 

W.iLTEK  Cakuth.  The  history  of  settlement  at  Dallas 
and  vicinity  begins  about  the  middle  of  the  forties.  A 
few  years  later,  in  1852,  the  late  Walter  Caruth  arrived 
in  Dallas  county  and  began  a  career  of  activity  in  busi- 
ness and  as  a  good  citizen,  which  continued  with  in- 
creasing esteem  from  his  community  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  the  old  Caruth  homestead  near  Dallas, 
February  3,  1897.  The  late  Walter  Caruth  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  merchants  of  Dallas  and  had  a  store  there 
for  a  great  many  years  before  the  first  railroad  was 
built.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  late  war  and,  though  he 
never  figured  in  political  affairs,  was  always  ready  to 
help  out  any  worthy  cause,  whether  of  civic  or  benevo- 
lent nature. 

AValter  Caruth  was  born  in  AUen  county,  Kentucky, 
February  1,  1826,  and  was  past  seventy  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  the  oldest  in  the  family 
of  John  and  Catherine  (Henderson)  Caruth,  who  were 
natives  of  Virginia,  and  at  an  early  day  settled  in  Ken- 
tucky, where  the  father  was  a  farmer  and  merchant.  The 
father  came  out  to  Dallas  county,  Texas,  in  1858,  and 
died  there  in  1868.     His  wife  survived  some  years. 

Walter  Caruth  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
county  and  his  merchandising  experience  began  early  in 
youth.  After  his  arrival  in  Dallas,  in  1852,  he  estab- 
lished a  store  and  was  active  in  its  management  until 
1881.  In  that  year  he  became  owner  by  purchase  of  a 
large  farm  of  nine  hundred  acres,  partly  improved,  the 
previous  owner  of  which  had  been  Judge  Patterson.  Mr. 
Caruth  during  the  succeeding  years  gave  much  of  his  at- 
tention and  personal  management  to  the  improvement  of 
his  place,  and  made  of  it  one  of  the  finest  rural  home- 
steads in  Dallas  county.  At  the  same  time  he  owned  and 
occupied  with  his  family  a  beautiful  residence  in  the  city. 

In  1861  Mr.  Caruth  entered  the  Confederate  army,  in 
Col.  X.  H.  Darnell  "s  regiment,  holding  the  ofiiee  of  com- 
missary for  one  year,  after  which  he  was  quartermaster 
in  Colonel  Stone 's  regiment.  In  1865  he  became  quar- 
termaster at  Tvler,  Texas,  and  held  that  post  until  the 
end  of  the  war! 

In  1865  Mr.  Caruth  was  married  in  Dallas  to  Miss 
Anna  Worthington,  who  was  born  in  Mississippi,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eebecca  (Hort)  Worthington. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  Kentucky,  but  settled  in 
Mississippi  at  an  early  day,  and  afterwards  moved  to 
Texas,  where  her  father  owned  several  stores.  Her  father 
died  in  Mississippi,  and  the  widow  afterwards  came  to 
Dallas  county,  where  her  death  occurred.  In  1892  Mr. 
Caruth  took  up  his  residence  on  his  farm  near  Dallas 
and  lived  there  until  his  death.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  also  owner  of  a  mercantile  establishment  and 
possessed  a  great  deal  of  land  and  stock.  The  children 
are  mentioned  as  follows:  Mattie,  wife  of  X.  A.  Mc- 
Millan, who  is  president  of  the  St.  Louis  Trust  Com- 
pany of  St.  Louis;  Walter  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven  and  had  been  in  the  mining  business  in  Nevada; 
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William  is  a  mining  man  at  Joplin,  Missouri,  and  is  mar- 
ried; Eaymond  P.,  a  real  estate  operator,  is  married. 
The  late  Jlr.  Canitli,  who  was  a  Democrat,  was  often 
offered  political  honors,  but  never  accepted.  With  the 
aid  of  his  brother,  William  Caruth,  he  built  the  Caruth 
Chapel,  on  the  Caruth  farm,  for  the  benefit  of  his 
tenants.  He  was  always  devoted  to  his  home  and  was  a 
good  man  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

Gregory  Oberly.  Among  the  men  who  have  con- 
tributed materially  to  the  advancement  of  Dallas  as  a 
great  commercial  center  of  the  Southwest  may  be  men- 
tioned the  late  Gregory  Oberly,  who  will  perhaps  be  re- 
remembered  only  by  "the  older  generation  of  business 
men,  but  whose  activities  left  their  impress  upon  the  life 
of  the  community.  For  many  years  'Sir.  Oberly  was  the 
directing  head  of  the  Oberly  Couiht.-i-o  Company,  an 
enterprise  which  he  built  u]i  ti'in  Mii.lc'-f  beginnings  to 
become  one  of  the  largest  I'li^in.-^^  \iiitmes  of  its  line 
in  the  state,  and  to  which  lie  i;a\e  flie  .irtive  years  of  a 
long  and  useful  career,  ilr.  Olierly  was  a  native  of 
Switzerland  and  was  born  in  1831,  a  son  of  John  and 
Mary  Oberly,  both  born  in  that  country.  In  their  native 
land  the  parents  of  Mr.  Oberly  were  prominently  known 
as  large  wine  growers  and  had  an  extensive  and  profit- 
able business,  but  in  1848  decided  to  try  their  fortunes 
in  the  United  States,  and  accordingly  disposed  of  their 
interests  and  embarked  for  this  country.  First  settling 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  they  remained  there  until  1851,  and 
in  that  year  made  removal  to  Missouri,  where  they  lo- 
cated near  Commerce,  in  Scott  county.  After  coming 
to  America,  the  elderly  Oberly  was  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  continued  to  be  so  employed  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  man  of  industry  and  in- 
tegrity, laboring  faithfully  to  make  a  home  for  himself 
and  family,  and  ever  displaying  a  commendable  spirit 
of  loyalty  to  his  adopted  land.  He  and  his  wife  be- 
came the  parents  of  sixteen  children. 

Gregory  Oberly  received  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  land,  and  was  seventeen  years  of 
age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  this  country.  He 
began  to  learn  the  trade  of  cooper  in  Cincinnati  and, 
after  serving  his  apprenticeship,  worked  at  that  vocation 
for  some  time,  although  while  a  resident  of  Missouri  he 
was  also  engaged  in  mercantile  lines.  Having  heard  of 
the  wonderful  opportunities  for  business  success  in  the 
Southwest,  Mr.  Oberly  came  to  Texas  and  in  1876 
founded  the  Oberly  Cooperage  Company,  of  which  he  was 
directing  head  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  It  was 
not  surprising  that  Mr.  Oberly 's  career  proved  a  suc- 
cessful one,  for  he  had  all  tlie  essi'iiti:il  characteristics 
which  go  to  make  for  success  in  tlii>  .nmiuercial  field. 
Far  sighted,  possessed  of  acnmi'ii.  jn.l^iii.'ijt  and  inherent 
ability,  he  also  had  the  somewliat  cnutra.li.'tory  traits  of 
conservatism  and  courage  in  the  grasping  of  opportuni- 
ties. Those  who  had  business  dealings  remember  him 
as  one  in  whom  the  utmost  faith  could  be  placed,  and 
to  whom  many  of  his  contemporaries  in  the  business  field 
went  to  for  advice  and  leaderehip.  His  success  never 
made  him  forgetful  of  the  days  when  he  was  fighting  his 
way  step  by  step  over  the  numbers  of  obstacles  which 
harass  the  young  man  seeking  financial  independence,  and 
he  was  at  all  times  ready  to  lend  a  hand  to  aspiring  youth. 
Having  served  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war, 
he  was  a  member  for  many  years  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  in  the  work  of  which  he  ever  took  an  ac- 
tive and  helpful  interest,  and  he  also  belonged  to  the 
Pioneers'  Association.  He  was  reared  in  the  faith  of 
the  Catholic  church  and  lived  up  to  its  teachings  through 
life.  A  stanch  Republican,  he  earnestly  supported  the 
candidates  of  his  party,  and,  although  never  a  seeker  for 
public  preferment,  was  sincere  in  his  desire  to  assist  in 
the  development  and  advancement  of  his  city.  In  his 
death,  December   19,   1890,   Dallas  lost  one  of   its  best 

On  June  20,  1856,  Mr.  Oberly  was  united  in  marriage 


in  Missouri  with  Miss  Sophia  Heisser,  who  was  born  in 
France,  one  of  the  ten  children  of  Michael  and  Monica 
(Stobler)  Heisser,  who  came  to  this  country  when  Mrs, 
Oberly  was  a  child  of  eleven  years.  They  became  farm- 
ing people  of  Missouri,  and  in  that  state"  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  Nine  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  ^Irs.  Oberly,  as  follows:  Mary  L.,  who  is  deceased; 
Victoria,  who  is  also  deceased;  Mary  Magdalen,  who  has 
also  passed  away;  Pauline,  who  is  single  and  resides  at 
the  old  home,  at  Xo.  3116  Ross  avenue,  Dallas;  John  N., 
who  is  deceased;  Carrie  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Wiley  T. 
C.  Jones,  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  and  has  one  child, 
Claud  T.;  Joseph  M.  and  William  J.,  both  single  and 
residents  of  Dallas,  and  Hattie,  single  and  a  music 
teacher,  living  at  the  old  home  place  in  Dallas. 

Robert  E.  Huff.  President  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Wichita  Falls,  and  one  of  that  small  group  of 
men  who  in  every  city  are  controlling  factors  in  business 
affairs,  Robert  E.  Huff  is  a  lawyer  by  profession  and 
has  practiced  law  and  has  been  closely  identified  with 
civic  and  business  affairs  in  Wichita  Falls  for  more  than 
thirty  years.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  members  of  the 
local  bar,  and  it  has  been  his  privilege  to  witness  and 
to  bear  an  important  part  in  all  the  development  of  the 
town  from  its  village  days  until  it  is  now  one  of  the  best 
and  most  vigorous  commercial  centers  of  the  northern 
section  of  the  state. 

Robert  E.  Huff  is  a  native  of  Virginia,  born  at  Leb- 
anon, January  31,  1857,  a  son  of  William  and  Martha 
(Johnson)  Huff'.  His  father  was  born  in  Virginia  and 
after  the  Civil  war  moved  to  Tennessee,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  Bedford  county  of 
that  state  in  1898  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  During 
the  war  he  was  chaplain  in  a  Virginia  regiment.  By 
profession  he  was  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  church  and 
was  devoted  to  the  cause  of  religion  and  humanity.  The 
mother,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  in  Carter  county,  was 
reared  and  educated  in  that  state  and  after  her  marriage 
accompanied  her  husband  ta  Virginia,  She  is  now  living 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  with  her  children  in  Wichita 
Falls.  There  were  seven  in  the  family,  of  whom  the 
banker  and  lawyer  was  the  oldest. 

As  a  boy  he  had  the  privileges  of  the  country  schools 
of  Tennessee,  in  which  state  he  was  reared  from  about 
the  time  he  was  eight  years  old.     He  afterwards  entered 
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ville,  but   after  two  ye:irs   1„-   , 
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ago  Wichita  Falls  was  a  very  small  town,  situated  on 
the  newly  constructed  railroad,  and  the  railroad  and  the 
fact  that  it  was  the  prospective  county  seat  were  the 
chief  advantages  and  promises  of  great  things  for  the 
place.  In  a  short  time  Mr.  Huff  became  one  of  the 
leaders  in  the  local  bar,  and  for  many  years  has  been 
notable  for  his  ability  and  success  as  a  civil  lawyer. 
He  has  confined  liini^olf  iiitircly  to  civil  practice  and 
has  never  accepted  ,i  niniinal  ••ase  in  all  the  years  he 
has  practiced  iu  Wiiliita  I'nlls.  The  success  which  he 
gaini'il  ns  a  l.nvyer  in  its  material  reward  he  converted 
biiLji'lv  iiiid  li.ink  stock,  and  in  1888  became  interested 
in  iIm'  I'liM  Xntional  Bank  of  Wichita  Falls.  He  was 
eln  tcl  |iii'sid.'nt  and  has  managed  the  affairs  of  this 
bank  to  tiio  present  time.  The  First  National  Bank 
was  organized  in  ISS-t  and  its  present  capital  stock  is 
$100,000.00,  with  surplus  of  $140,000,00, 

In  the  earlier  years  of  his  residence,  Mr.  Huff  was 
esjiecially  active  in  Democratic  politics,  and  was  elected 
and  served  for  a  term  as  county  attorney  when  Wichita 
county  was  organized.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  national 
Democratic  conventions  in  1904  and  in  1912.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  County  Bar  Association,  belongs  to  the 
Baptist  church  and  since  1908  has  been  president  of  the 
Wichita  Falls  Chamber  of  Commerce,     This  chamber  of 
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commerce  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  strongest  aggrega- 
tions of  live  business  men  in  Texas  and  Mr.  Huff  has 
given  much  of  his  time  as  president  to  the  broad  work 
planned  and  carried  out  for  the  greater  development 
and  betterment  of  the  city. 

On  May  13,  18S5,  at  Bowie,  Texas,  Mr.  Huff  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Burroughs,  a  daughter  of  Eev.  H.  M. 
Burroughs,  a  well  known  Baptist  minister,  whose  home 
was  in  Montague  county.  Her  mother  is  deceased.  The 
four  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huff  are:  William 
E.  Huff,  born  in  October,  188S,  at  Wichita  Falls; 
Arthur  Huff,  born  in  1889  at  Wichita  Palls  and  is  now 
married  and  lives  in  Wichita  Falls;  Robert  E.  Huff,  Jr., 
born  in  1893  at  Wichita  Falls  and  attending  the  North- 
western University  in  Chicago,  Illinois;  Marshall  Huff, 
born  in  1902  at  Wichita  Falls  and  attending  school.  Mr. 
Huff  during  his  boyhood  was  not  surrounded  by  affluent 
circumstances  and  has  had  to  work  his  way  and  gain  his 
success  largely  through  his  own  efforts.  He  has  accom- 
plished much  more  than  the  average  man  either  in  the 
law  or  in  business  and  occupies  a  very  important  and 
influential  place  in  his  home  community. 

Louis  S.  Floteau,  Jr.  The  death  of  Louis  S.  Floteau, 
Jr.,  which  occurred  December  25,  1912,  cut  short  a  career 
of  brilliant  promise  in  the  field  of  business.  During  the 
comparatively  short  time  that  he  had  identified  himself 
with  the  aft'airs  of  Dallas,  Mr.  Floteau  had  gained  a 
wide  reputation  and  high  standing  among  realty  men  of 
the  Southwest,  and  his  early  demise  was  sincerely 
mourned  by  those  who  had  been  associated  with  him  in 
every  walk  of  life.  He  was  born  at  Pittsburg,  Camp 
county,  Texas,  July  31,  1876,  and  was  a  son  of  Louis  S. 
and  Ella  (Potts)  Floteau,  the  former  a  native  of  France 
and  the  latter  of  the  Lone  Star  state.  He  was  one  of  a 
family  of  seven  children:  Kate,  who  became  the  wife  of 
T.  T.  Eatcliffe,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  Louis  S.,  Jr.; 
Lotawona,  who  is  the  widow  of  Mr.  Ellis,  of  Dallas; 
Lula,  the  wife  of  Thomas  C.  Gooch,  of  Dallas;  Winnie, 
the  wife  of  G.  C.  Long,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut ;  Henry 
C,  of  Dallas,  and  Sadie,  who  is  single  and  resides  with 
her  mother. 

Louis  S.  Floteau,  Jr.,  attended  the  public  and  high 
schools  of  Pittsburg,  Texas,  and  when  sixteen  years  of 
age  took  a  post-graduate  course  in  the  latter  institution. 
Following  this,  he  went  to  Louisiana,  where  he  took 
charge  of  his  uncle's  sugar  plantation,  but  after  two 
years  came  to  Dallas,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  a 
large  implement  house.  Starting  in  the  capacity  of  office 
boy,  his  ability  and  faithful  application  gained  him  such 
rapid  and  steady  promotion  that  at  the  end  of  two  years 
he  found  himself  in  charge  of  the  buggy  department  of 
this  great  concern.  He  continued  in  the  employ  of  this 
enterprise  for  nine  years,  and  then  embarked  in  business 
on  his  own  account  in  the  line  of  real  estate,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  owned  extensive  properties  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  Texas,  as  well  as  a  large  orange  grove  at 
Eedlands,  California,  the  latter,  however,  having  been 
since  sold.  His  career  was  one  of  constant  industry  and 
rapid  advancement,  and  his  operations  at  all  times  were 
marked  by  the  most  conscientious  devotion  to  the  strict- 
est integrity.  His  contribution  to  the  growth  of  Dallas 
is  found  in  the  modern  Floteau  Building,  one  of  the 
city's  handsome  business  structures,  and  in  various  ways 
he  assisted  in  the  development  of  the  varied  interests  of 
his  adopted  place. 

In  1903  Mr.  Floteau  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Euth  Bryan,  a  native  of  Texas  and  daughter  of  J.  H.  and 
Sophia  (Clark)  Bryan,  the  former  a  native  of  Texas  and 
the  latter  of  "rennessee.  Mr.  Floteau  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  was  a  Democrat  in 
his  political  views,  but  found  no  time  to  enter  actively 
into  the  struggles  of  the  political  arena.  For  some  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Militia,  in  which  he  rose 
to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  but  pressing  business 
obligations    caused    his    resignation.      His    widow,    who 


survives  him,  resides  at  No.  2620  Maple  avenue,  Dallas, 
and  is  well  known  in  social  circles  of  the  city.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  Apostolic  faith. 

Charles  Augustus  Bohny.  A  former  business  man 
of  Dallas,  Charles  Augustus  Bohny  lived  in  this  city  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  his  family,  consisting  of  widow 
and  children,  have  their  liome  here  at  the  present  time. 

Charles  Augustus  Bohny  was  born  in  Germany  in  1854, 
a  son  of  Joseph  and  Caroline  (Hauck)  Bohny.  The 
father,  who  was  a  winegrower  and  manufacturer,  died 
in  Germany  when  Charles  Augustus  was  a  child,  and  the 
mother  brought  her  family  to  America  when  he  was  six 
years  old,  first  locating  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  where 
the  mother  died.  Of  the  six  children  in  the  family  only 
one  is  now  living,  namely,  Josephine,  the  widow  of  Paul 
Melms,  of  San  Diego,  California.  The  late  Charles  Au- 
gustus grew  up  and  received  a  public  school  education 
in  Nashville,  and  his  mother  died  when  he  was  fourteen 
years  old.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  an  appren- 
ticeship in  the  pattern-  making  trade,  and  followed  that 
for  a  few  years.  He  worked  in  that  line  at  Dallas  when 
first  arriving  here,  and  from  this  city  moved  to  Denver, 
Colorado,  where  he  spent  four  years  in  the  employ  of  a 
large  furniture  house.  Eeturning  to  Dallas,  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  liquor  business,  and  followed  that 
until  his  death  in  1911.  He  was  a  good  business  man 
and  left  a  large  property,  now  owned  by  his  widow. 
She  and  her  family  reside  in  a  large  house  at  2727  Live 
Oak  street,  and  she  also  owns  a  dwelling  which  she  rents 
and  a  ranch  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  near  San 
Antonio.  The  late  Mr.  Bohny  was  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  faith,  belonged  to  the  Knights  and  Ladies 
of  Honor,  and  was  a  Republican  in  polities. 

In  1883  he  married  Miss  Catherine  Hamberg,  who  was 
born  in  Marshall,  Texas,  and  was  of  German  parentage. 
Both  her  parents  are  now  deceased,  and  Mrs.  Bohny  is 
the  only  one  now  living  of  their  six  children.  The  six 
children  born  to  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bohny 
are  mentioned  as  follows:  Otelia,  wife  of  L.  S.  David- 
son, a  traveling  salesman  of  Dallas,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Katherine;  Viola  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  home; 
Frances  is  a  business  woman  and  also  lives  at  home; 
Leontine,  Charles  J.,  and  Laura  Marie  are  all  attending 
school. 

Arthur  Geex.  The  journalistic  world  of  Texas  has 
never  been  called  upon  to  suffer  a  more  severe  loss  than 
that  occasioned  by  the  death  of  "Major"  Arthur  Geen, 
who  for  practically  a  quarter  of  a  century  was  a  valued 
member  of  the  forces  of  the  Galveston ■Drl^.^s  Xeirs. 
While  not  known  to  the  public  at  lar:^.'  ns  .-i  (  nutrilnitor 
to  the  daily  news  sheets,  it  is  doubtliil  it'  tli.iv  «:is  an 
employe  of  the  News  in  either  Dallas  or  Ciilvi'M.ni  who 
did  not  hold  him  in  the  greatest  esteem  and  affection, 
and  the  memory  of  his  kindly  disposition,  his  great- 
heartedness  and  his  whole-souled  devotion  to  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  the  right  will  long  remain  as  a  cherished 
memory  wherever  Texas  newspaper  men  foregather.  He 
was  born  November  2,  1852,  at  Topsham,  England,  a 
son  of  William  H.  and  Elizabeth  Geen,  natives  of  that 
country.  Jlr.  Gpcii  's  father,  a  florist  by  vocation,  died 
in  England,  "liilc  liis  iimther  still  survives  and  makes 
her  home  at  stnk.'  niiTr.iit.  There  were  eight  children 
in  the  family,  ;is  lolluws:  Arthur;  John,  of  Galveston, 
Texas;  Emily,  unmarried  and  a  resident  of  England; 
Fred,  who  is  mayor  of  Stoke-on-Trent,  England ;  William, 
who  is  deceased;  Elizabeth,  single  and  living  in  Eng- 
land; Annie,  who  is  also  unmarried  and  lives  in  her  na- 
tive land,  and  Alfred,  who  is  deceased. 

Arthur  Geen  received  ordinary  educational  advantages 
in  the  schools  of  England,  and  as  a  youth  of  fifteen 
years  emigrated  to  the  United  States  locating  at  once 
in  Galveston,  Texas,  where  he  secured  employment  with 
J.  Eeymershoffer,  a  wholesale  dealer  in  crockery,  in  whose 
home  he  resided.     He  subsequently  became  an  employe 
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of  the  Galveston  postoffice  and  rapidly  rose  in  the  service 
through  various  positions  in  the  money  order  depart- 
ment to  the  office  of  assistant  postmaster,  and  at  one 
time  was  acting  postmaster.  He  was  assistant  post- 
master under  J.  S.  Witwer  in  1885,  when  he  resigned 
his  position  to  accept  that  of  chief  bookkeeper  and 
cashier  of  the  Dallas  News,  a  capacity  in  which  he  acted 
up  to  the  hour  of  his  death.  In  1906  he  was  elected  a 
director  of  the  corporation  of  A.  H.  Belo  &'  Company, 
publishers.  In  an  article  written  at  the  time  of  his 
death  by  one  who  had  labored  with  and  loved  him,  the 
writer  said  of  Mr.  Geen  in  part  as  follows :  ' '  Men 
who  work  long  together  in  a  newspaper  office  grow  to 
have  an  affection  for  each  other  not  commonly  appre- 
•ciated.  And  of  all  those  who  have  had  a  part  in  the 
history  of  the  Xcas,  none  emjoyed  to  a  greater  degree 
than  Mr.  Geen  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  associates. 
in  their  affection  they  called  him  '  Major, '  and  all  his 
younger  associates  were  '  Sonny '  to  him.  Always 
cheerful  and  courteous  and  never  under  any  circum- 
stances indulging  in  criticism  of  others,  he  made  and 
kept  many  warm  friends.  The  authority  he  exercised 
over  those  subordinate  to  him  was  more  paternal  than 
otherwise.  He  had  been  with  the  News  practically  a 
quarter  of  a  century  and  his  affection  for  it  extended 
beyond  the  men  who  helped  make  it  to  the  very  furniture 
in  his  office.  When  the  News  left  the  old  building  on 
Commerce  street  and  moved  into  its  present  quarters, 
he  declared  that  it  was  with  a  genuine  pang  that  he 
parted  with  the  desk  at  which  he  had  worked  daily  for 
many  years.  Since  the  removal  he  had  become  attached 
to  another  desk,  principally  because  the  lock  of  this  one, 
like  the  one  on  that  in  the  old  building,  did  not  work 
well.  • ' 

On  September  12,  1874,  Mr.  Geen  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Smith,  of  Kirkaldy,  Scotland,  whom  he 
met  while  on  a  visit  to  his  mother  in  England.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Eobert  and  Elizabeth  (Watson)  Smith, 
of  Scotland,  whose  other  children  were:  Robert,  Wil- 
helmina  and  W^illiam,  all  of  whom  are  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Geen  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Wil- 
liam, who  is  deceased;  Arthur  H..  employed  in  the  News 
composing  room,  Dallas,  who  has  one  child,  Helen;  Eliza- 
beth, who  died  in  infancy;  Eobert  S..  secretary  of  the 
Dallas  Trust  and  Savings  Bank,  who  has  two  children, 
Elizabeth  and  Robert;  Douglas  H.,  who  is  single  and 
engaged  in  the  banking  business  at  Houston,  Texas; 
John,  who  died  in  infancy ;  Emily,  who  is  single  and 
resides  at  home;  Alfred  H.,  a  graduate  of  Texas  Uni- 
versity, and  now  a  student  at  Yale  College,  studying 
electrical   engineering. 

Mr.  Geen  was  a  Republican  in  his  political  views,  but 
aside  from  his  positions  in  the  postal  service,  never 
sought  official  office.  He  was  a  very  faithful  worker, 
nbt  only  for  the  Central  Congregational  Church,  but  for 
the  Colonial  Chapel,  and  his  life  was  in  keeping  with 
the  teachings  of  this  faith.  His  death  caused  universal 
sorrow  in  that  those  who  had  known  him  realized  that 
from  their  midst  had  gone  one  whose  place  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  fill.  One  of  his  ex-employes  wrote 
of  him:  "As  a  valued  employe  of  the  News  he  was 
truly  incomparable.  His  efficiency,  his  winsome  smile, 
his  pleasant  voice,  his  nobility  of  character,  are  now  a 
thing,  or  memories,  of  the  past.  Never  will  I  forget 
Major  Geen's  hearty  handshake  and  pleasant  conversa- 
tion on  my  return  from  a  trip  on  the  road  during  the 
five  years  of  my  work  with  the  News.  As  an  ex-employe 
and  as  a  friend  of  Major  Geen  I  extend  to  the  News 
sincere  sympathy.  They  have  sustained  a  loss  which  I 
know  is  and  will  be  felt  by  every  member  of  the  force. 
I  never  saw  the  Major  angry.  I  never  heard  him  speak 
a  sharp  word,  and  I  never  heard  any  one  speak  any- 
thing but  good  of  the  Major.  This  is  the  greatest 
tribute  I  can  pay  to  his  memory. ' ' 

On  the  day  following  his  death  the  Employes'  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Dallas  News  met  and  adopted  these  resolu- 


tions: "Bowing  to  the  will  of  our  Heavenly  Father, 
we,  the  members  of  the  News  Employes'  Association, 
mourn  the  loss  of  our  departed  brother  and  fellow- 
worker,  Mr.  Arthur  Geen,  a  lovable  Christian  character 
and  one  who  coniliined  in  his  jiersonality  many  virtues 
and  the  noble  .itt  rilmti's  nf  liis  i:ne.  A  man  of  splendid 
II  lii^  lirlil,  lir  WHS  conspicuous  for  his 
.  liK  iiarlii\  to  'Inly,  his  loyalty  to  his 
Imw  wuikcrs.  uutalily  SO  as  to  those  who 
iiiMrtcd  with  the  News,  from  the  lowest 
1  Mill.  A  model  of  faithfulness,  of  cour- 
nl  cheerfulness,  whatever  the  difficulties, 
it,  it  can  be  truthfully  said  of  him  that 
he  was  one  who  would  'Hear  no  evil,  see  no  evil,  speak 
no  evil.'  For  the  erring  brother  he  found  excuse;  of 
him  no  one  that  we  can  recall  spoke  evil.  His  was  an  ex- 
ample of  good  which  has  left  its  impress  and  will  endure. 
Sensible  of  our  great  loss  in  his  removal,  we  tender  to 
his  bereaved  family,  so  much  more  losing,  these  expres- 
sions as  a  weak  token  of  our  heartfelt  sympathy." 

In  closing  this  all  too  inadequate  review  of  a  man 
who  so  lived  as  to  win  the  love  of  his  fellows,  the  biog- 
rapher will  quote  from  the  resolutions  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  Dallas  Press  Club :  ' '  We  have  lost  a 
good  friend  in  Arthur  Geen,  we  members  of  the  press, 
and  with  his  going  has  gone  what  has  always  seemed  a 
cheery  ray  of  sunshine,  brightening  us  when  we  were 
sad  and  making  us  even  happier  when  we  were  happy. 
Others  may  have  been  influenced  by  the  worries  or  vari- 
ous troubles  that  come  in  the  newspaper  profession,  but 
not  Mr.  Geen.  To  us  always  he  was  cheerful,  kindly  and 
considerate,  and  although  he  was  modest  and  retiring  al- 
most to  the  point  of  self-effacement,  those  of  us  who 
knew  him  felt  the  cheer  of  his  presence  when  we  would 
chance  to  meet  him,  and  had  grown  to  count  upon  it. 

"The  youngest  boy,  the  oldest  writer,  the  young  re- 
porter and  the  veteran  newspaper  man  were  all  one  to 
him  in  his  greeting.  The  Press  Club,  realizing  these 
things  and  feeling  the  loss  to  the  jiress  as  it  must,  can 
form  some  idea  of  the  grief  of  his  family,  and  to  them 
it  extends  its  heartfelt  sympathy,  and  asks  them  from 
the  hearts  of  its  members  to  share  this  one  thought: 
He  was  content  always  with  what  God  gave  him,  and 
now  he  has  been  called  to  receive  the  reward  the  Creator 
bestows  on  those  who  have  done  his  will  on  earth,  and 
his  joy  must  now  be  complete. ' ' 

Harry  L.  Kyle,  M.  D.  For  many  years  prominent 
both  as  a  physician  and  farmer  at  Frankfort,  in  Dallas 
county,  Dr.  Harry  L.  Kyle  died  at  his  home  there  Febru- 
ary 7,  1898. 

He  was  born  in  North  Vernon,  Indiana,  in  184-5, 
being  one  of  a  family  of  four  children.  The  sister  Kate 
is  deceased,  his  brother  Thomas  lives  in  California,  and 
his  brother  Edward  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  In  his  native 
state  of  Indiana  he  grew  up  and  received  his  education, 
starting  out  when  young  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  He  paid  his  own  way  while  studying  medicine, 
and  soon  after  his  graduation  moved  to  Texas  and  set- 
tled in  Dallas  county,  at  the  village  of  Frankfort.  There 
he  combined  medical  practice  with  farming,  and  after 
twenty  years  moved  into  the  city  of  Dallas.  He  was 
there  only  six  years,  and  in  that  time  acquired  and 
looked  after  a  good  practice.  A  distinguishing  char- 
acteristic of  Dr.  Kyle  was  his  love  for  country  life  and 
farm  activities,  and"  it  was  this  which  caused  him  to  give 
up  his  city  residence  and  practice  and  return  to  his  old 
home  at  Frankfort,  where  he  remained  until  his  death. 
He  was  very  prosperous  both  as  a  farmer  and  doctor, 
and  left  his  widow  an  ample  competence.  She  still 
owns  the  farm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  consid- 
ered one  of  the  model  country  estates  of  Dallas  county, 
well  improved  and  all  in  cultivation.  Dr.  Kyle  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  was  a  liberal  contributor  and  a 
worker  in  the  Methodist  church,  and  was  affiliated  with 
the  Masonic  Order.     Outside  of  these  interests,  he  spent 
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practically  no   time   away   from   home   and   family   and 
was  devoted  to  the  charms  of  his  own  domestic  circle. 

In  1877  Dr.  Kyle  married  Miss  Carrie  M.  Harper,  who 
was  born  in  South  Carolina,  a  daughter  of  John  E.  and 
Hattie  A.  (Harkness)  Harper.  Both  her  parents  were 
natives  of  North  Carolina.  Her  great-grandfather 
Harkness  came  from  Ireland  when  her  grandfather  was 
three  weeks  old,  and  settled  in  South  Carolina.  John 
Harper,  her  father,  grew  up  in  South  Carolina,  and  at 
the  age  of  tifteen  found  a  position  in  a  store,  and  for 
many  years  was  engaged  in  merchandising.  He  later 
moved  to  Homer,  Georgia,  where  he  had  a  store  and 
lived  there  until  the  war  broke  out.  He  then  joined 
the  Confederate  army  in  General  Cummins'  Brigade,  and 
went  through  the  entire  struggle.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  returned  to  South  Carolina  and  engaged  in  busi- 
ness there  until  1874,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to 
Texas,  settling  in  Denton  county.  For  seven  years  he 
farmed  there  and  then  moved  to  the  town  of  Pilot 
Point,  where  he  was  in  the  grocery  business  until  his 
death,  September  29,  1899.  His  widow  still  lives  at  Pilot 
Point.  Mrs.  Kyle  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children, 
mentioned  as  follows:  William  J.,  deceased;  Mrs.  Kyle; 
John  B.,  who  died,  leaving  a  family  of  four  children; 
James  F.,  a  druggist  at  San  Antonio;  Hattie,  wife  of 
W.  B.  Montgomery,  of  Pilot  Point;  Robert  N.,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Pearl,  deceased;  Hugh  H.,  a  druggist, 
of  San  Antonio;  Annie  Lee.  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Catherine,  unmarried  and  living  with  her  mother.  Mrs. 
Kyle  has  her  home  at  3416  Cole  avenue,  in  Dallas. 

ElCHARD  P.  PiNSON.  President  of  the  City  National 
Bank  of  Forney  and  the  owner  of  extensive  tracts  of 
land  near  that  town,  Bichard  P.  Pinson  is  an  old-time 
Texan,  a  survivor  of  the  Confederate  veterans,  and  has 
made  what  many  would  regard  as  a  remarkable  material 
success,  chiefly  through  the  avenue  of  Texas  farming. 
His  agricultural  operations  are  now  considered  the 
largest  in  his  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Pinson  has  lived 
in  Texas  since  1862,  when  he  came  with  his  father's 
family  from  Jasper  county,  Missouri,  settling  in  Falls 
county,  Texas. 

Richard  P.  Pinson  was  born  in  Allen  county,  Ken- 
tucky, on  August  29,  1835.  The  Pinson  family  originally 
come  from  England,  settling  along  the  Atlantic  coast, 
and  finally  emigrated  to  North  Carolina,  living  in  the 
Spartansburg  district.  From  that  district  Aaron  Pinson 
and  his  seven  sons  entered  the  Revolutionary  army,  Aaron 
Pinson  was  the  great-grandfather  of  the  Forney  banker 
and  farmer.  Some  years  after  the  war,  Aaron  and  the 
sons  moved  into  Kentucky,  taking  up  land  near  Bowling 
Green.  The  family  scattered  from  there,  Aaron  and  six 
of  his  sons  going  into  Tennessee,  where  they  spent  the 
rest  of  their  lives.  The  oldest  son,  Gephaniah,  remained 
in  Kentucky,  and  it  is  from  him  that  the  Texas  family 
have  all  descended.  Aaron  Pinson  married  a  Miss  Wells. 
Gephaniah  married  a  Miss  Venable,  and  among  their 
several  children  was  Rev.  Josiah  F.  Pinson,  father  of 
Richard  P. 

Josiah  F.  Pinson  moved  to  Missouri  in  1841,  making 
the  journey  with  ox  teams  and  buying  a  home  in  the 
country  near  Joplin  postoffice.  The  location  was  on 
Center  Creek,  about  twelve  miles  east  of  the  postoffice, 
and  there  the  family  lived  until  the  events  of  the  Civil 
war  caused  it  to  seek  a  home  in  a  country  where  there 
was  greater  uniformity  as  to  political  sentiment.  Josiah 
F.  Pinson  was  a  Baptist  preacher  and  was  born  in  Allen 
county,  Kentucky,  in  1807.  He  was  in  every  way  a 
southern  man  and  two  of  his  sons  became  Confederate 
soldiers.  Rev.  Josiah  F.  Pinson  married,  first.  Miss 
Drusilla  Burton,  a  daughter  of  Drew  Burton,  a  slave- 
holding  planter  of  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Pinson  died  in  Jas- 
per county,  Missouri,  in  1849.  Their  children  were: 
Martha,  who  married  Eafe  Scott  and  died  in  Carroll 
county,  Missouri ;  Jerry,  who  died  of  wounds  received 
in   the  engagement   at   Yellow  Bayou,   Louisiana,   while 


a  Confederate  soldier;  Eliza  J.  married  Robert  De 
Graffenried  and  spent  her  last  years  in  Hill  county, 
Texas;  Richard  P.;  Helen,  who  became  the  wife  of  Jo 
Hailey  and  resides  at  Quanah,  Texas;  "Virginia,  who 
married  John  Joyner  and  died  in  Taylor  county,  Texas; 
Sallie,  who  married  Phil  Hailey,  of  Forney;  and  William 
H.,  a  farmer  near  Forney.  Aaron  Pinson  married  for 
his  second  wife  Millie  Hunt,  of  Cooper  county,  Missouri, 
but  they  had  no  children.  The  home  of  Rev.  Pinson 
continued  in  Falls  eo\inty,  Texas,  until  1865  when  he 
bought  land  near  the  Orphans '  Home  in  Dallas  county. 
There  his  career  for  a  number  of  years  was  that  of 
farming,  with  which  he  combined  his  active  work  as  a 
preacher.  He  is  remembered  as  a  plain  man  of  fair 
speech  and  good  business  ability  and  had  no  ambition 
to  accumulate  wealth.  In  1884  he  sold  his  estate  and 
came  to  Forney  to  be  near  his  son,  and  died  here  in 
1900. 

Richard  P.  Pinson  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in 
Jasper  county,  Missouri,  which  was  his  home  from  the 
time  he  was  six  years  of  age.  Schools  were  poor  and 
widely  Scattered  in  that  section  of  Missouri  before  the 
war  and  his  educational  privileges  were  therefore  limited. 
He  was  well  trained  in  the  practical  affairs  of  life  and 
has  never  suffered  any  particular  handicap  when  com- 
peting with  his  fellow  men.  In  September,  1861,  his 
services  were  offered  to  the  Confederate  militia  of  Mis- 
souri and  he  saw  six  months  of  service  in  southwest 
Missouri  under  General  Raines,  in  Livingston 's  Guards, 
whose  business  it  was  to  watch  the  Kansas  Jay-Hawkers 
and  prevent  inroads  into  the  state.  He  was  on  the  bat- 
tlefield of  Oak  Hills,  or  AVilson  Creek,  the  day  after  the 
battle  was  fought  and  witnessed  the  great  destruction 
of  life  and  property  in  that  vicinity.  He  was  also  in 
hearing  of  the  battle  of  Carthage  at  a  later  date. 

On  March  25,  1862,  Mr.  Pinson  left  Missouri  with  the 
Pinson  family  mid  drove  across  the  Indian  Territory 
with  the  st.i.ii  iiihl  i.tluT  property,  finding  eventually  a 
place  in  Trx.i^  \u-]\  ivm.Aed  from'  the  hostilities  of  war. 
Here  he  bcciiiu-  idiMitified  with  farming  and  continued 
that  vocation  in  Dallas  county  until  1874.  In  that  year 
came  his  first  purchase  of  land  in  Kaufman  county,  and 
his  home  has  been  in  the  locality  of  Forney  for  nearly 
forty  years.  For  his  first  land  "he  paid  sixteen  dollars 
an  acre  and  it  was  considered  an  improved  farm.  His 
capital  when  he  came  to  Kaufman  was  barely  sufficient 
to  pay  for  this  land  and  the  success  of  his  life  has  been 
attained  by  concentrating  his  energies  and  keeping  his 
faith  centered  on  farming.  He  soon  started  to  buying 
and  dealing  in  land,  and  some  of  the  fine  black  land  in 
Kaufman  county  was  bought  by  him  at  a  price  as  low 
as  four  dollars'  an  acre.  Farming  and  farm  making 
have  been  the  chief  industry  of  Mr.  Pinson  for  forty 
years  and  he  has  been  responsible  for  the  turning  of 
hundreds  of  acres  of  prairie  grass  into  fertile  and  pro- 
ductive fields.  Miles  of  fences  have  been  built  under 
his  supervision,  modest  homes  have  been  erected  on  his 
land  for  the  use  of  his  tenants,  and  with  the  accumula- 
tion of  manv  hundreds  of  acres  of  uplands  and  bottom 
along  the  east  course  of  the  Trinity  he  has  come  to  be 
regarded  as  the  largest  farmer  of  this  locality.  :\Ir. 
Pinson  remained  in  the  market  for  land  until  it  reached 
fifty-five  dollars  an  acre,  the  highest  point  to  which  he 
believed  it  possible  for  land  values  to  go,  and  since  then 
has  practically  ceased  to  add  to  his  land  capital. 

Mr.  Pinson  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  City 
National  Bank  of  Forney  in  1902,  and  has  since  served 
as  its  president.  The  vice  president  is  A.  F.  Duke  and 
its  cashier  is  James  Rhea,  with  Ed  D.  McKellar  as  assist- 
ant cashier.  Besides  the  bank,  Mr.  Pinson  assisted  in 
promoting  the  establishment  of  the  oil  mill  at  Forney 
and  is  vice  president  of  the  company  operating  that  local 
plant. 

The  only  political  service  of  Mr.  Pinson  has  been  as 
alderman  of  Forney,  having  been  one  of  the  first  after 
the  incorporation  of  the  town.     He  is  a  Democrat   and 
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has  attended  a  few  political  conventions.     His  cliurch  is 
the  Baptist. 

In  August,  1874,  was  solemnized  in  Dallas  county  the 
marriaf^e  of  Mr.  Pinson  with  Miss  Alice  E.  Widman,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Widman,  who  came  to  Texas  from 
South  Carolina  before  the  war.  Mrs.  Pinson  died  in 
1902  at  the  age  of  forty-two.  Her  children  are:  Pearl, 
the  oldest  child,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen;  Thomas, 
of  Forney,  who  married  lone  Gaston;  Alice,  wife  of  Dr. 
Hudgins,  of  Forney;  Cora,  who  married  E.  A.  Stallings, 
of  Terrell — Alice  and  Cora  being  twins;  James,  of 
Forney;   and  Miss  Vesta. 

Clvde  .S.  Karkaeits.  A  young  business  man  whose 
ability  has  secured  him  rapid  promotion  and  who  is  now 
identified  with  one  of  the  largest  mercantile  establish- 
ments of  Midland,  Clyde  S.  Karkaeits  was  born  in  East- 
land county,  Texas,  January  18,  1884.  His  parents  were 
J.  A.  and  Amanda  Karkaeits.  His  father,  who  was  of 
an  Austrian  family,  came  to  Texas  about  1878,  locat- 
ing in  Eastland  county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  1890.  He  then  moved  to  Cisco,  where  he  en- 
tered the  firm  of  John  T.  Creech  as  clerk  in  the  drug  and 
grocery  business.  In  1894  he  was  elected  county  clerk 
of  Eastland  county,  and  that  election  caused  his  removal 
to  the  county  seat  in  Eastland.  In  1897  he  returned  to 
Cisco  and  engaged  in  the  gi-ocery  business  there  until 
1901.  He  then  went  on  the  road  as  traveling  salesman, 
and  has  continued  one  of  the  Texas  commercial  men  ever 
since.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Karkaeits  is  of  an  American 
family. 

Clyde  S.  Karkaeits  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Texas,  and  his  first  employment  was  with  the 
Wells-Fargo  &  Company  express.  Four  years  of  that 
experience  prepared  him  for  his  next  work,  and  in  1906 
he  took  a  position  with  the  Eockwell  Brothers  &-  Com- 
pany at  Cisco.  This  business  is  one  of  the  largest  mer- 
cantile houses  in  west  Texas,  and  in  1907  Mr.  Karkaeits 
was  promoted  and  given  charge  of  the  branch  house  at 
Midland,  having;  tlio  in;inagement  of  the  bookkeeping  for 
the  next  twn  yr.ns.  ;iihl  in  1911  became  the  sole  manager 
of  the  busiii,^^  ,it  Mi. Hand.  Much  of  the  success  of  this 
firm  in  Midliina  is  .In,,  to  the  capable  management  of 
Mr.  Karkaeits.  In  politics  he  is  a  Progressive  Demo- 
crat and  expresses  much  pleasure  at  the  present  national 
administration  of  the  party.  Fraternally  he  is  affi- 
liated with  the  Masons,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  At  Midland  he  is  espe- 
cially prominent  in  church  work  as  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church.  He  is  deacon  and  treasurer  of  the 
church  and  is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  The 
Baptists  have  the  largest  and  most  flourishing  congrega- 
tion and  the  finest  church  edifice  in  Midland,  their  mem- 
bership being  over  four  hundred,  and  the  Sunday  school 
enrollment  being  over  two  hundred  and  fifty.  There  ia 
also  a  vigorous  Baptist  Young  People's  Union  of  the 
church. 

Mr.  Karkaeits  was  married  on  September  12,  1905,  to 
Miss  Ethel  Patterson,  of  Cisco,  Texas,  a  daughter  of 
John  F.  and  Sarah  Patterson,  her  father  being  now  a 
retired  business  man  at  Cisco.  The  four  children  of  Mr. 
Karkaeits  and  wife  are  named  Louise,  Burette,  Clyde  S., 
Jr.,  and  Jules. 

Frank  C.  McCorkle,  who  has  recently  identified  him- 
self with  the  citizenship  and  business  affairs  of  Midland, 
has  spent  most  of  his  life  in  this  state  and  is  a  young 
man  of  much  enterprise  and  successful  accomplishment. 
He  was  born  June  5,  1880,  at  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico, 
being  the  second  in  a  family  of  five  children  born  to 
Henry  and  Emma  B.  McCork'le.  His  father  is  a  master 
mechanic  in  the  railway  shops  at  Tvler,  Texas,  and  has 
lived  in  this  state  since  1881.  He  has  followed  his 
trade  at  Tyler  for  twenty-three  years  and  has  a  place  of 
esteem  in  the  citizenship  of  that  city.  The  mother  is 
also   still   living.      The    McCorkle   family   is    of    Scotch- 


Irish  ancestry,  the  great-grandfather  having  immigrated 
to  America  from  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  during  the 
CivO  war  having  served  as  a  member  of  the  Home 
Guards  in  the  Confederate  army.  He  was  prominent  in 
polities  and  for  three  terms  was  county  attorney  of 
Catawba  county,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  McCorkle  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Tyler  and  his  first  business  after  leaving  school  was  as 
clerk  in  a  grocery  store  at  that  city.  He  subsequently 
served  an  apprenticeship  in  the  Southern  Pacific  Eailway 
Sho]>s  at  Houston  as  a  blacksmith,  and  later  studied 
embalming  at  the  Barnes  School  of  Embalming.  He 
first  followed  his  profession  in  Tyler,  then  moved  to 
Oklahoma,  where  he  was  in  the  undertaking  and  furni- 
ture business,  and,  selling  out  his  interests  there,  he 
located  on  January  1,  1912,  at  Midland,  where  he  is  now 
engaged  in  the  undertaking  business  with  Mr.  T.  J. 
Powell.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  political  faith,  is  affiliated 
with  the  Masonic  Order,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
Yeomen,  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  is  asso- 
ciated with  the  business  men  of  the  city  in  the  Com- 
mercial Club  of  Midland.  He  and  his  family  worship 
in  the  Baptist  church. 

On  Christmas  Day  of  1906,  Mr.  McCorkle  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mamie  E.  Justice,  of  Chappell  Hill,  Texas, 
a  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Mary  E.  Justice,  her  father 
being  a  pioneer  settler  of  Washington  county.  Her 
father  was  a  planter  and  also  a  merchant  at  Chappell 
Hill.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCorkle  are  the  parents  of  two 
children,  a  daughter  and  a  son,  namely,  Martha  Mae  and 
Francis  Marion. 
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ox.  Among  the  thriving  cities  of 
ive  grown  up  and  gained  prosperity 
since  thr  r,,ii>tiu.-tiou  of  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Eaii- 
road  through  this  country  some  thirty  years  ago,  Mid- 
land undoubtedly  could  present  as  many  substantial 
proofs  of  prominence  and  solid  prosperity  as  any  of  its 
cities  along  that  route  of  transportation.  There  have 
been  a  number  of  progressive  and  enterprising  families 
and  individuals  in  Midland,  who  during  the  past  years 
have  contributed  largely  to  this  present  rank  and  stand- 
ing of  the  city,  and  of  these  probably  none  has  done 
more  in  a  business  way  and  in  public-spirited  citizenship 
than  the  Brunson  family.  Mr.  David  W.  Brunson,  presi- 
dent of  the  Midland  National  Bank,  is  one  of  the  vital 
forces  in  the  progress  of  this  community,  and  Midland 
owes  much  to  his  public-spirited  leadership.  The  Midland 
National  Bank,  of  which  he  is  president  and  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  organizers,  is  the  strongest  iinancial 
institution  in  Midland  county,  has  a  capital  stock  of 
$75,000  and  a  surplus  of  half  that  amount,  and  ia  a 
United  States  depository. 

David  W.  Brunson  was  born  in  Lee  county,  Georgia, 
October  1,  1856,  a  son  of  Almorane  and  Eliza  (Wood- 
ard)  Brunson,  natives  of  Georgia,  his 'father  having 
been  a  prosperous  planter  and  slave  owner.  Prior  to  the 
war  he  lived  on  a  generous  scale  and  in  true  Southern 
style.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  army,  and 
some  years  after  the  war  moved  out  to  Texas,  locating 
in  Stephens  county  in  April,  1877.  He  engaged  in  stock 
raising  in  that  vicinity  and  lived  there  until  1887,  at 
which  time  he  came  to' Midland  county,  which  continued 
to  be  his  home  until  his  death  in  1898,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six.  His  wife  had  passed  away  in  1890,  and  both 
now  rest  in  the  Midland  cemetery.  The  father,  although 
he  had  suffered  reverses,  especially  during  his  early  career 
and  during  the  war,  recouped  his  fortunes  and  gained  a 
considerable  degree  of  success  as  a  stockman  in  Texas. 
Of  the  seven  children  in  the  parents'  family  the  following 
are  now  living:  D.  T.  Brunson,  who  is  a  prominent 
farmer  at  Eosboro,  Arkansas;  Nancy,  wife  of  J.  G. 
Pollock,  of  Eome,  Georgia;  Mary,  "wife  of  WiUiam 
Barnes,  of  Olkahoma;  Susana,  widijw  of  T.  A.  Wright, 
of  Midland ;  W.  H.  Brunson,  and  David  W.,  the  Midland 
banker. 
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Mr.  Brunson  attained  his  early  education  in  private 
schools  in  Georgia,  and  in  that  state  learned  all  the 
duties  of  farming  as  conducted  on  a  Georgia  plantation. 
He  was  about  twenty-one  years  of  age  when  he  came 
with  the  family  to  Texas,  and  here  became  associated 
with  his  father  in  stock  raising.  He  continued  that 
partnership  actively  until  his  father 's  death,  at  which 
time  he  disposed  of  most  of  his  ranch  interests  as  con- 
ducted jointly,  and  then  located  on  a  ranch  of  his  own 
and  became  very  successful  and  prominent  as  a  stock 
raiser.  He  and"  his  brother,  W.  H.  Bronson,  are  the 
owners  of  several  large  ranches  in  Glasscock  county. 
Mr.  Brunson  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Mid- 
land National  Bank,  and  he  took  a  prominent  part 
in  the  erection  of  the  Llano  Hotel,  Bank,  Office  and 
Store  Building,  a  structure  which  cost  $140,000  and  is 
a  building  which  would  be  a  credit  to  a  city  twice  the 
size  of  Midland.  It  is  a  handsome  modern  structure  of 
five  stories,  and  is  by  all  means  the  most  conspicuous 
landmark  in  the  business  district  of  Midland.  Mr. 
Brunson  is  one  of  the  principal  owners  of  the  company 
which  put  up  and  still  owns  this  building.  Mr.  Brunson 
and  family  also  reside  in  one  of  the  finest  homes  in 
Midland,  and  is  a  director  in  the  Home  National  Bank 
at  Stanton. 

Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  Masonry,  in  which 
he  has  attained  the  Kuyal  Arch  degree,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  His  family  are 
members  of  the  Bajitist  church.  Mr.  Brunson  was  first 
married  in  Issn  to  Miss  Elizabeth  McCarver,  who  was 
born  ill  lldv.l  roiiiity,  Georgia,  and  died  in  1882.  Their 
one  SI. II  \Mis  Williiini  W.  Brunson.  In  1890  Mr.  Brunson 
married  Miss  Lulu  Veale,  a  native  of  Texas  and  a 
daughter  of  Carroll  and  Amanda  (Abel)  Veale.  The 
SIX  children  born  to  their  union  are  named  as  follows: 
Lawton  A.;  Susie  L.,  a  student  in  Simmons  College; 
Gilbert  C,  Lula  May,  Henry  W.  Brunson,  and  David 
W.,   Jr. 

Mr.  Brunson  is  first  and  foremost  a  friend  of  educa- 
tion. He  himself  had  no  opportunity  to  secure  anything 
more  than  a  common  school  training,  but  does  not  for 
that  reason  think  his  own  cliildren  should  be  thus 
limited,  and  has  spent  his  means  liberally  in  providing 
the  best  early  training  for  his  family.  As  to  Midland 
county  and  this  section  of  west  Texas  in  general,  Mr. 
Brunson  believes  its  prospects  are  such  that  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years  this  section  will  rank  as  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  in  the  entire  state.  From  fifty  to  one  hun- 
dred feet  below  the  surface  there  exists  an  unexhausti- 
ble  supply  of  water,  and  that  fact  alone  is  one  of  the 
best  assets  of  the  country,  and  with  such  an  abundance 
of  water  Midland  county  will  become  a  garden  spot, 
blessed  with  one  of  the  finest  climates  to  be  found  any- 
where. This  belief  concerning  the  fertility  and  possi- 
bilities of  Midland  county  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Brunson 
is  not  a  vain  assertion  by  any  means.  He  has  himself 
planted -an  orchard,  and  twenty  years  ago  at  that,  and 
from  his  trees  and  vines  has  obtained  such  yields  as 
would  convince  almost  any  one  of  the  great  possibilities 
of  this  region.  His  grapes  in  particulm-  im-  rrnniikalile, 
and  single  bunches  of  the  Tokay  vimrty  rui|iu'iitly 
weigh  from  three  to  four  pounds.  He  iiImi  hums  iniiiiy 
fine  peaches.  As  an  example  of  the  publR-  siuritudue^s 
of  Mr.  Brunson,  it  should  be  stated  that  he  presented 
the  city  of  Midland  with  the  land  from  which  is  de- 
rived the  present  municipal  water  supply. 

Charles  A.  Tatlor.  Among  the  merchants  and 
business  men  of  Midland,  Mr.  Taylor  holds  a  distinctive 
position  by  reason  of  his  being  the  pioneer  and  by  many 
years  the  oldest  druggist  in  the  city.  He  came  to  Mid- 
land only  a  few  years  after  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Rail- 
road was  constructed  through  this  region,  and  when  all 
the  country  around  about  was  devoted  entirely  to  stock 
raising.  He  has  been  with  the  town  from  almost  its 
beginning,  and  along  with  every  stage  of  progress  has 


been  willing  to  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  ad- 
vance, not  only  his  private  prosperity,  but  the  general 
welfare  of  the  entire  community. 

Charles  A.  Taylor  was  born  July  10,  1852,  at  Oxford, 
North  Carolina,  and  comes  of  an  old  and  honored  South- 
ern family',  with  the  best  characteristics  and  culture  of 
the  Southern  lineage.  His  parents  were  Dr.  Leonidas 
and  Fannie  (Worthington)  Taylor,  the  father  a  native 
of  North  Carolina  and  the  mother  of  Virginia.  As  a 
citizen  and  physician  Doctor  Taylor  has  a  place  of  pe- 
culiar esteem  in  Oxford,  where  he  was  engaged  in  prac- 
tice for  sLxty  years.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine,  and  besides  his  splendid  work  as  a  doctor,  he  was 
also  prominent  in  politics  and  in  Masonry,  having  been 
a  member  of  one  lodge  for  sixty  years.  His  wife  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  seventy-two,  and  both  are  now  in- 
terred at  Oxford,  North  Carolina.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children.  The  first  born  was  William 
E.,  who  was  a  farmer;  Charles  A.;  Lena,  who  married 
I.  B.  Hines;  James  Archibald,  who  was  a  merchant  at 
Oxford  and  is  the  father  of  thirteen  living  children; 
Richard  .Pelham  Taylor,  another  son,  is  in  business  at 
Oxford,  North  Carolina. 

Charles  A.  Taylor  completed  his  preparatory  educa- 
tion in  Professor  Horner 's  College,  in  his  native  town 
of  Oxford.  He  left  school  when  seventeen,  contrary  to 
his  father's  wishes,  which  were  that  he  should  pursue  a 
university  course.  Instead  he  entered  a  drug  store  in 
his  native  town,  and  by  practical  methods  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  pharmacy.  He  was  subsequently 
located  in  Petersburg  and  Danville,  Virginia,  and  spent 
ten  years  as  a  drug  clerk.  In  1879  he  acted  on  his  de- 
termination to  come  west,  and,  after  arriving  at  Waco, 
his  first  job  was  on  a  sheep  ranch  in  that  part  of  the 
state.  Two  years  later  he  left  the  ranch  and  became 
employed  as  pharmacist  at  Colorado,  where  he  remained 
for  five  years.  Mr.  Taylor  in  1886  came  to  Midland  and 
opened  a  stock  of  drugs,  his  being  the  first  exclusive  drug 
business  in  the  town.  He  has  kept  his  store  in  advance 
with  all  the  progressive  stages  of  progress,  and  his  es- 
tablishment is  not  only  the  largest  and  best  of  its  kind, 
but  is  in  a  manner  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  city,  and 
practically  everybody  in  the  county  knows  Taylor 's 
Drug  Store.  Besides  this  prosperous  business  he  is  the 
owner  of  valuable  real  estate,  including  a  comfortable 
residence  for  himself  and  family. 

Mr.  Taylor  is  a  Democrat  and  an  active  worker  for 
his  party 's  interests  in  Midland  county.  He  served  as 
chairman  of  the  Central  Committee  for  two  years,  but 
himself  has  never  aspired  to  any  public  honors.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows since  1872  and  his  church  is  the  Methodist.  In 
1882,  at  Colorado,  Texas,  he  married  Miss  Irene  Wood, 
who  was  born  in  Erath  county,  a  daughter  of  I.  T.  and 
Elizabeth  (Hooper)  Wood.  Her  parents  were  among 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  state  and  Mrs.  Taylor  was 
a  cousin  of  Hon.  Thomas  Hooper  of  San  Antonio.  Mrs. 
Taylor,  now  deceased,  was  the  mother  of  five  children, 
namely:  Thomas  W.,  who  is  associated  with  his  father 
in  the  drug  business;  Haves,  who  was  accidentally  shot 
and  killed  while  hunting'  in  Midland  county  in  1908; 
l-'auuie  Bess,  wlio  is  a  higli  school  graduate  and  is  now 
in  charge  of  her  father's  home;  Cordelia,  and  Lena, 
who  died  when  three  years  of  age.  Thomas  Wood 
Tavlor.  the  oldest  son,  and  the  partner  of  his  father,  was 
married  on  June  3.  1909,  to  Miss  Leta  Fair,  daughter 
of  William  J.  and  Carlie  (Ferguson)  Fair.  Thomas  W. 
Taylor  is  an  active  member  of  the  Commercial  Club  and 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  als-o  a  Democrat.  His 
wife  belongs  to  the  Methodist  church.  The  Taylor  fam- 
ily represents  the  best  citizenship  and  social  qu.alities 
of  Midland,  and  their  home  is  a  center  of  social  ac- 
tivities and  pleasures. 

D.  J.  Young.  The  men  who  control  the  monetary 
iustitutions  of  the  Lone  Star  state  have  been  recruited 
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from  almost  every  section  of  the  Union  and  have  received 
their  training  under  varied  conditions  and  in  various 
walks  of  life.  It  will  be  found,  however,  that  almost 
invariably  these  masters  of  tinanee  resemble  one  another 
in  at  least  one  particular — they  have  the  point  in  com- 
mon of  having  been  the  architects  of  their  own  fortunes. 
In  this  respect,  D.  J.  Young,  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Canadian,  is  no  exception  to  the  rule. 
A  Chicagoan  by  birth,  he  cast  his  fortunes  with  the 
developing  southwest  when  still  little  more  than  a  lad, 
and  subsequently  has  worked  his  way  up  the  difficult 
self-made  road  to  prosperity,  sturdily  surmounting  the 
obstacles  which  have  appeared  in  his  path.  His  career 
is  but  another  instance  furnished  by  Texans  of  well- 
directed  and  persevering  effort  culminating  in  deserved 
success.  Mr.  Young  was  born  October  24,  1865,  in  Chi- 
cago, Illinois,  and  is  a  son  of  David  S.  and  Mary 
(Short)  Young,  natives  of  Canda.  The  father  came  to 
Chicago  from  his  native  Dominion  during  the  days  of 
the  Civil  war  and  took  up  the  grain  business,  but  in 
1S67  removed  to  Wyandotte,  Kansas,  and  was  there 
engaged  in  farming  until  ISSO.  In  that  year  be  estab- 
lisheii  himself  in  the  real  estate  and  loan  business  at 
Kansas  City,  Kansas,  and  he  was  so  engaged  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1S9S,  when  he  was  seventy-sis 
years  of  age.  Mrs.  Young  was  reared  and  educated  in 
her  native  country  and  still  survives  her  husband,  living 
at  Kansas  City,  Kansas,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  She  and  her  husband  were  the  parents  of  sis 
children,  four  daughters  and  two  sons,  and  of  these 
D.  ,T.  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

The  early  educational  training  of  D.  J.  Young  was 
secured  in  the  public  schools  of  Wyandotte  and  Kansas 
City,  Kansas,  following  which  he  prepared  for  a  busi- 
ness career  in  SpaldingX'ommercial  College,  Kansas  City, 
Missouri.  "When  but  sixteen  years  of  age  he  left  the 
parental  roof  and  embarked  upon  a  career  of  his  own, 
going  to  a  Colorado  ranch  as  cowboy.  It  was  while  thus 
employed,  in  1888,  that  he  was  sent  with  two  thousand 
three  hundred  head  of  cattle  to  Texas,  for  the  John  W. 
Prowers  Estate,  and  after  completing  the  transaction  was 
so  favorably  impressed  with  the  appearance  of  the  coun- 
try that  he  decided  to  remain.  Accordingly,  he  took  up 
ranching  in  the  vicinity  of  Canadian,  and  also  spened  a 
drug  business  at  this  place,  and  these  two  enterprises  oc- 
cupied his  attention  until  March  7,  1892,  when  he  com- 
pleted the  organization  of  the  Canadian  Valley  Bank,  in 
piartnership  with  Mr.  Eobert  Moody,  who  was  the  tirst 
president  of  the  bank,  Mr.  Young  being  cashier.  In  May, 
1903,  this  was  changed  to  a  national  bank,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $100,000.00,  and  since  that  time  Mr.  Young  has 
acted  in  the  chief  executive  capacity.  His  wise  counsel, 
his  firm  control,  his  farsightedness  and  his  cool  judgment 
have  placed  the  institution  upon  a  firm  and  substantial 
footing.  He  combines  the  sane  and  conservative  qual- 
ities of  the  master  banker  with  the  courageous,  quick- 
acting  characteristics  of  the  financier,  and  his  associates 
look  to  him  unquestionably  for  leadership  in  all  matters 
of  an  important  nature. 

On  June  30,  1890,  Mr.  Young  was  married  at  Cana- 
dian, Texas,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Moody,  daughter  of  Eobert 
Moody,  an  early  settler  of  Texas,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land in  185S.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Young,  namely:  John  S.,  born  April  29,  1891,  at 
Canadian,  a  graduate  of  Canadian  Academy  and  now  a, 
clerk  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Canadian;  Kenneth 
Moody,  born  November  27,  1S93.  at  Canadian,  a  grad- 
uate of  Culver  Military  Academy,  Culver,  Indiana,  and 
now  assistant  cashier  of  the  First' National  Bank;  Eobert 
Ealph,  born  February  14,  1897,  at  Canadian,  attending 
Culver  Military  Academy;  and  Florence  Edith,  born 
January  11,  1904,  at  Canadian,  attending  Canadian 
Academy.  Mr.  Young  has  expressed  his  confidence  in 
the  future  of  Texas  by  investing  in  numerous  business 
interests  here,  among  which  is  the  Canadian  Water, 
Light  and  Power  Company,  of  which  he  is  a  director. 


His  politics  are  those  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  he 
has  not  cared  for  public  life,  and  his  onlv  '  fraternal 
connection  is  with  the  Odd  Fellows,  having'  become  a 
charter  member  of  the  local  lodge  in  1892.  With  his 
family,  he  is  a  consistent  attendant  of  the  Presljyterian 
church. 

C.  Homer  Wileman,  general  manager  of  Draughon's 
Business  College,  at  Amarillo,  owes  his  present  position 
to  no  happy  chance  or  circumstance,  but  to  well  directed 
effort,  constant  industry  and  persevering  ambition.  His 
education  was  acquired  through  the  medium  of  hard  and 
laborious  work  on  an  Oklahoma  farm,  and  from  the 
start  of  his  career  he  has  exhibited  self-reliance  and 
never-failmg  diligence  that  have  steadOy  and  surely 
brought  him  to  the  front.  Mr.  Wileman  is  a  Missourian, 
born  at  Springfield,  July  30,  1889,  the  eldest  child  of 
Joseph  H.  and  Cassie  (Stowe)  Wileman.  On  his  father's 
side  he  is  descended  from  an  old  Tennessee  family, 
while  his  mother's  people,  supposedly  of  French  extrac- 
tion, were  early  settlers  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Mr. 
Wileman 's  father  was  born  in  Indiana,  moved  to  Mis- 
souri about  1878,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Beckham 
county,  Oklahoma,  where  he  is  a  moderately  successful 
farmer  and  prominent  politician,  having  filled  a  number 
of  local  offices.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presliyterian  church  and  have  been  the  parents  of  seven 
children,   of  whom  six  survive. 

C.  Homer  Wileman  attended  public  school  at  Spring- 
field, Missouri,  and  subsequently  became  a  student  in  the 
Southwestern  Normal  school  at  Weatherford,  Oklahoma. 
Following  this  he  entered  Draughon's  Business  College, 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1908,  and  at  that  time  adopted  the  profession  of 
educator,  teaching  in  the  common  schools  of  Oklahoma 
and  the  high  school  at  Erick,  in  that  state.  On  Oc- 
tober 31,  1910,  Mr.  Wileman  came  to  Amarillo  to  take 
charge  of  the  commercial  department  of  Draughon's 
Business  College,  which  was  opened  on  the  following 
day  with  an  attendance  of  twelve  pupils.  On  May  1, 
191 1,  Vi.  Wileman  was  made  general  manager  of  this 
iiisfitiit  K.n,  which  now  has  an  enrollment  of  287  pupils, 
ami  cmplnys  two  regular  teachers.  Draughon's  Busi- 
nei-s. College  operates  fifty  schools,  and  the  one  at  Ania- 
rUlo  had  advanced  as  rapidly  in  every  department  as 
has  any  in  the  country.  mV.  Wileman,  while  still  a 
young  man,  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  every  branch 
of  the  work,  and  aside  from  his  abilities  as  an  edu- 
cator is  an  excellent  business  man,  handling  the  affairs 
of  the  college  in  an  able  manner.  The  college  is  located 
at  the  corner  of  Third  and  Taylor  streets,  and  although 
established  in  Amarillo  for  only  a  comparatively  short 
period,  has  become  well  and  favorably  known  among  edu- 
cational institutions  'of  the  Lone  Star  State. 

Mr.  Wileman  has  been  an  Amarillo  "booster"  ever 
since  coming  to  the  city,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  has  associated  himself  with  other 
earnest  and  hard-working  citizens  in  forwarding  move- 
ments for  the  advancement  of  the  city's  interests.  In 
political  matters  he  is  independent,  'believing  it  the 
right  of  every  individual  to  support  those  men  and  move- 
ments which  he  deems  best  suited  to  the  public  good, 
but,  being  of  a  progressive  nature,  has  inclined  toward 
the  new  party  of  that  name.  He  has  not,  however,  had 
any  personal  aspirations,  being  satisfied  to  devote  his 
energies  to  his  business.  His  religious  belief  is  that  of 
the  Baptist  Church.     Mr.  Wileman  is  unmarried. 

John  E.  Trolingek.  Among  the  younger  generation 
of  business  men  of  Amarillo,  John  E.  Trolinger  holds 
prestige  as  one  who  has  within  a  few  short  years  fought 
his  way  from  obscurity  and  humble  circumstances  to 
an  acknowledged  place  in  the  commercial  world.  His 
career  is  an  exemplification  of  the  fact  that  opportu- 
nities still  await  youths  of  ambition,  determination  and 
courage,    and    that    neither    influential    connections    nor 
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financial  advantages  are  necessary  at  the  start  to  the 
man  who  is  willing  to  work  with  hia  hands  and  be  con- 
tent to  travel  the  difficult  self-made  road.  Mr.  Trolinger 
was  born  at  \\Tiitesboro,  Tennessee,  October  15,  1S78, 
and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  JI.  and  Josephine  T.  Trolinger, 
both  natives  of  the  Big  Bend  State.  His  father,  who 
was  for  years  a  successful  merchant  and  subsequently 
became  a  farmer,  served  eighteen  months  during  the  lat- 
ter years  of  the  war  between  the  states,  in  a  company 
under  the  command  of  the  Federal  General  Johnston, 
and  was  discharged  with  the  rank  of  captain.  His 
death  occurred  at  Amarillo  in  1908,  when  he  was  sixty- 
seven  years  of  age,  while  his  widow  still  survives  him 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years  and  makes  her  home  in  this 
city.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
John  E.  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

John  E.  Trolinger  acquired  his  educational  training 
in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Tennessee,  and  upon 
the  completion  of  his  latter  course  came  to  Texas,  in 
1897,  and  for  one  year  was  engaged  in  farming  in 
McLennan  county.  He  then  came  to  Amarillo,  where 
he  received  his  introduction  to  the  sheet  metal  business 
as  an  apprentice,  and  after  a  full  course  of  three  years 
established  himself  in  business  in  association  with  Mr. 
Britt  of  the  Britt  Sheet  Metal  Company.  Desiring  to 
embark  upon  a  career  of  his  own,  he  disposed  of  his 
interests  at  the  end  of  three  years  and  bought  the  shop 
of  the  JIorrow-Thomas  Hardware  Company,  of  which 
he  has  been  the  proprietor  since  the  spring  of  1909. 
This  business  has  been  developed  into  one  of  the  lead- 
ing enterprises  of  its  kind  in  Potter  county,  and  five 
mechanics  are  now  employed.  While  the  greater  part 
of  his  attention  has  been  given  to  the  handling  of  his 
business  interests,  Mr.  Trolinger  has  also  found  time  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  citizenship,  and  at  the  present 
time  is  serving  as  city  alderman,  to  which  office  he  was 
elected  at  large  on  the  citizens'  ticket,  April  1,  1913. 
He  has  for  some  time  been  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Amarillo  Volunteer  Fire  Department,  of  which  he 
was  formerly  assistant  chief.  Mr.  Trolinger  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Elks,  the  Modern  'Woodmen  of  America,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  the 
last-named  has  passed  all  the  chairs  of  his  lodge  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Encampment.  With  his  famUy  he 
attends  the  Christian  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Trolinger 
is  an  officer  and  has  been  for  the  past  twelve  years. 
Personally,  he  is  a  man  of  genial  personality,  and  dur- 
ing his  residence  in  Amarillo  has  drawn  about  him  a 
wide  circle  of  sincere  friends. 

On  December  30,  1903,  Mr.  Trolinger  was  married 
at  Amarillo,  to  Miss  Mary  Agnes  ilcDonald,  daughter 
of  F.  T.  and  Blanche  McDonald,  and  to  this  union  there 
has  come  an  interesting  son,  Ealph  McDonald,  born  at 
Amarillo,  April  23,  1904,  who  is  now  attending  the 
public  school. 

Samuel  P.  Vineyard,  M.  D.  Junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Vineyard  &  Vineyard,  physicians  and  surgeons, 
Dr.  Samuel  P.  Vineyard  has  been  associated  with  his 
brother  George  in  practice  at  Amarillo  for  the  past  ten 
years,  and  has  been  equally  successful  in  professional 
affairs,  and  in  his  business  "activities.  He  was  born  in 
Gwinnett  county,  Georgia,  son  of  George  S.  and  Mildred 
C.  (Drummond)  A'ineyard,  who  now  reside  in  Armstrong 
county,  Texas. 

Dr.  Vineyard  while  a  boy  in  his  native  state  attended 
the  public  schools,  and  completed  his  early  education 
in  the  high  school  at  Claude,  Texas.  Like  his  brother, 
he  relied  upon  his  own  efforts  to  put  him  through  med- 
ical college  and  he  equipped  himself  thoroughly  for 
practice.  He  was  a  student  in  the  Barnes  Medical  Col- 
lege of  St.  Louis,  the  University  Medical  College  of 
Kansas  City,  and  graduated  in  1900  from  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  College,  an  institution  which  in  1901  became 
the  medical  department  of  the  I'niversity  of  Kansas. 
For  one  year  after  graduation  he  served  an  interneship 
in  the  Kansas  City  General  Hospital,  and  began  his 
practice  at  Electra"  in  Wichita   county,   Texas.     He  has 


post  graduated  from  the  Chicago  Polyclinic,  New  York 
Post  Graduate  and  New  Orleans  Post  Graduate  schools 
and  attended  the  Mayo  clinic  a  number  of  times.  After 
eighteen  months  there  he  came  to  Amarillo  and  became 
associated  with  his  brother  in  the  present  firm,  which  ia 
rapidly  branching  out  into  surgery.  They  do  most  of 
their  operation  work  at  St.  Anthony's  Sanitarium.  The 
brothers  have  offices  in  the  Amarillo  National  Lue  in- 
surance Building,  and  Dr.  Samuel  P.  resides  at  1205 
Polk  Street,  where  he  owns  a  beautiful  residence. 

Dr.  '\'ineyard  is  a  member  of  the  County,  State  and 
American  Medical  Societies,  and  is  associated  with  his 
brother  as  an  examiner  for  the  board  of  Federal  civU 
service.  He  is  associate  medical  director  of  the  Ama- 
riUo  National  Life  Insurance  Company,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing as  county  physician  for  Potter  county.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Baptist  church,  being  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school.  He  also  takes  interest  in  civic  rights, 
being  one  who  took  most  part  in  driving  the  saloons 
from  Amarillo. 

Dr.  Vineyard  was  married  October  13,  1902,  to  Miss 
Nelly  L.  Black,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  a  daughter 
of  George  Samuel  Black  of  Franklin,  Kentucky.  Their 
three  children,  two  daughters  and  one  son,  are  Guydelle, 
born  in  Electra  April  24,  1902 ;  George  Samuel,  born 
at  Amarillo  October  27,  1903,  and  Mary  MUdred,  born 
at  Amarillo  January  6,  1909. 

GEOKCiE  T.  ViXETARD,  M.  D.  With  a  large  general  prac- 
tice in  medicine  and  with  varied  relationship  with  the 
business  and  civic  community  of  Amarillo  and  Potter 
counties.  Dr.  George  T.  Vineyard  is  one  of  the  successful 
and  prominent  men  of  the  Texas  Pan  Handle.  He  paid 
his  own  way  through  college  and  university  and  entered 
upon  his  practice  with  an  excellent  equipment  which  has 
stood  the  test  of  real  practice,  and  he  deserves  rank 
among  the  ablest  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  state. 

George  T.  Vineyard  was  born  in  Gwinnett  county, 
Georgia,  January  30,  1870.  Since  CivU  war  times  the 
name  has  been  modified  in  its  spelling  to  Vinyard,  but 
the  correct  spelling  is  as  above  given,  as  shown  by  the 
name  as  spelled  on  the  tombstone  of  Grandfather  Alen 
A'inej-ard  and  in  early  legal  documents  belonging  to  the 
family.  Dr.  Vineyard  and  his  brother  are  now  making 
application  to  the  court  to  have  the  correct  spelling 
re-established.  The  father  of  Dr.  Vineyard  was  George 
S.  Vineyard,  who  was  a  native  of  Georgia,  and  now  liv- 
ing in  Armstrong  countv,  Texas.  He  is  a  ranchman, 
and  has  lived  in  this  state  since  1890.  During  the  CivU 
war,  whUe  living  in  Georgia,  he  enlisted  in  the  Twenty- 
Fourth  Georgia  Infantry  in  Warfield's  Brigade,  in 
Cashaw's  Division  and  Longstreet 'a  corps,  going  through 
the  entire  struggle  until  Lee"s  surrender.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  is  Mildred  Drummond,  a  daughter 
of  William  Drummond  and  a  native  of  Georgia.  She  is 
still  living  and  of  her  ten  children,  eight  survive.  Dr. 
George  T.  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  and  his 
brother,  Dr.  Samuel  P.,  associated  with  him  in  practice 
at  Amarillo  under  the  firm  name  of  Vineyard  and  Vine- 
yard, was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  Dr.  E.  L.  A''ine- 
yard,  youngest  of  the  six  boys  and  the  tenth  chUd  in 
his  parents'  family,  is  also  associated  with  his  brothers. 
He  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Texas  in  1913.  after  which  he  served  a 
year  as  house  surgeon  in  the  Santa  Hospital  of  Temple. 

Dr.  George  T.  Vineyard  attained  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Georgia,  and  also  in  Mercer 
University  at  Macon.  By  the  earnings  of  his  work  in 
various  occupations,  and  by  much  self-denial,  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Barnes  Medical  College  at  St.  Louis 
in  1894,  and  after  graduation  returned  to  the  famUy 
home  in  Texas,  and  began  practice  at  Crafton  in  Wise 
county.  He  spent  nine  years  in  Wise  county,  and  then 
cameto  AmariUo,  where  he  has  enjoyed  a  comfortably 
increasing  business  as  a  physician.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Potter  County  and  the"  Texas  State  Medical  Soci- 
eties,  and   the   American   Medical   Association,   and   has 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


served  one  term  as  president  of  the  Potter  County  So- 
ciety. Dr.  Vineyard  is  a  progressive  physician,  who 
believes  in  keeping  up  with  the  times,  and  has  taken 
post-graduate  work  in  the  Chicago  Polyclinic,  the  New 
York  Polyclinic,  and  the  New  Orleans  Polyclinic.  He 
also  took  a  course  of  lectures  and  practical  hospital 
experience  in  the  Mayo  Hospital  at  Rochester,  Minnesota. 

Dr.  Vineyard  is  medical  director  of  the  Amarillo 
National  Life  Insurance  Company,  an  office  which  he 
has  held  since  the  company  "s  organization,  and  is  ex- 
aminer for  a  number  of  the  old-line  life  insurance 
companies.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  pen- 
sion examiners  at  Amarillo,  and  on  the  board  of  civil 
service  examiners  in  the  Federal  service.  Politically  he 
is  a  Democrat,  but  takes  no  active  part  in  party  affairs. 
His  church  is  the  Baptist. 

Dr.  George  T.  Vineyard  was  married  December  6, 
1894,  at  Sunset,  Texas,  to  Miss  Clemmie  Armstrong, 
who  was  born  in  Tennessee,  but  was  reared  in  Texas. 
Her  father  was  William  Armstrong.  Two  children 
have  been  born  to  their  marriage;  Frank,  the  older,  is 
now  deceased  and  Truman  is  the  younger. 

Dr.  Vineyard  and  family  reside  in  a  beautiful  home 
at  1700  Tyler  Street.  The  doctor  is  also  a  director  of 
the  Brady-Neely  Grocery  Company,  a  director  of  the 
Amarillo  National  Life  Insurance  Company,  being  on 
the  finance  committee  of  this  company,  and  is  a  hard 
worker  for  every  enterprise  calculated  to  advance  the 
general  welfare  of  Amarillo  and  vicinity. 

Michael  M.  Walker,  M.  D.  A  representative  of  a 
family  identified  with  Texas  since  the  time  of  the  Ee- 
publie.  Dr.  Walker  graduated  in  medicine  six  years  ago, 
and  in  the  meantime  has  built  up  an  excellent  practice 
as  physician  and  surgeon   of  Wichita  Falls. 

Michael  M.  Walker  was  born  in  Lavaca  county,  Texas, 
September  20,  1883.  His  paternal  ancesters  came  from 
Scotland.  His  father,  Samuel  W.  Walker,  was  born  in 
Texas,  a  son  of  Thomas  Walker,  a  native  of  Georgia, 
who  came  to  Texas  about  1838,  was  a  pioneer,  and 
among  the  first  American  settlers  in  Lavaca  county, 
where  he  was  a  farmer  and  stockman,  and  owned  a 
numl.ier  of  slaves.  He  had  an  influential  place  in  that 
county,  and  enlisted  and  served  from  this  state  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Mexican  war.  His  death  occurred  at 
Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five. 
Samuel  W.  Walker,  the  father,  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Lavaca  county,  and  on  reaching  manhood  took  up 
the  occupation  of  farmer  and  stockman,  and  was  fairly 
successful  as  a  business  man.  He  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics  and  is  now  living  retired  and  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  a  well  spent  life  at  Wichita  Falls.  His  church  is 
the  Baptist.  The  wife  of  Samuel  W.  Walker  was  be- 
fore her  marriage,  Miss  Mary  Muckleroy,  who  was  born 
in  Colorado,  Texas,  a  daughter  of  Charles  L.  Muckleroy, 
a  jiioneer  of  that  county,  and  a  slave-holding  planter, 
and  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  Great-grandfather  Michael 
Muckleroy  came  from  Scotland.  The  mother  is  still 
living,  and  of  her  seven  children  six  are  living,  among 
whom  Dr.  Walker  is  the  oldest. 

As  a  boy  he  attended  the  public  schools  of  Wichita 
Falls  and  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  the  age 
of  eighteen.  On  leaving  the  public  schools  he  spent 
two  j-ears  in  the  drug  business,  and  in  1907  graduated 
M.  D.  from  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  For  six  months  after 
graduation  he  served  as  interne  in  the  Jefferson  Hospital 
at  St.  Louis,  and  in  the  spring  of  1908  began  his  active 
practice  at  Wichita  Falls,  where  he  has  since  gained  a 
large  clientage  in  the  general  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery.  In  1913  Dr.  Walker  took  post-graduate  work 
in  the  improvement  of  his  ability  in  Tulane  University 
at  New  Orleans.  Dr.  Walker  is  medical  examiner  for 
a  number  of  the  old-line  insurance  companies,  is  a 
member  of  the  County  and  State  Medical  Societies,  and 
is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  not  an  active  party  man. 
He  is  affiliated  with  Masonry  through  the  Blue  Lodge. 
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Chapter  and  Council,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  As  a  local  factor  in  the  business  and  civic 
affairs  of  Wichita  Falls  he  belongs  to  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  the  Retail  Merchants'  Association. 

Dr.  Walker  was  married  at  Wichita  Falls,  January 
12,  1909,  to  Miss  Vella  Rainey,  a  native  of  Texas,  and 
a  daughter  of  J.  T.  Rainey.  They  have  no  children. 
Dr.  Walker  owns  his  comfortable  home  at  1502  Bluff 
Street,  and  his  offices  are  in  the  Kemp-Kell  Building. 

Bert  J.  Bean.  At  the  head  of  the  oldest  retail  and 
wholesale  grocery  concern  of  Wichita  Falls,  Mr.  Bean 
has  proved  a  worthy  successor  to  his  honored  father, 
who  was  the  father  and  gave  prosperity  to  the  business. 
During  a  period  of  nearly  thirty  years  the  family  of 
this  name  has  been  closely  identified  with  the  welfare 
and  progressive  business  interests  of  Wichita  Falls, 
and  the  grocery  house  of  0.  W.  Bean  &  Son  may  prop- 
erly be  considered  as  one  of  the  foundation  stones  of 
Wichita  Falls'  greatness  in  the  commercial  life  of  north 
Texas. 

Bert  J.  Bean  was  born  November  18,  1868,  at  Jack- 
son, Michigan.  His  birthplace  is  historic.  The  home  in 
which  he  was  born  was  located  on  the  tract  of  ground 
near  the  ' '  Old  Oaks, ' '  under  which  was  organized  in 
1853  the  Republican  party  in  Michigan,  that  conven- 
tion having  been  the  first  formal  movement  which  later 
broadened  out  over  all  the  states  and  became  the  Grand 
Old  Party.  The  land  on  which  this  historic  political 
episode  occurred  was  owned  by  the  father  of  Bert  J. 
Bean,  and  in  later  years  a  large  and  imposing  monument 
has  been  erected  on  the  site  to  commemorate  the  event. 
The  Bean  family  was  founded  in  America  in  1610,  by 
Sir  John  Bean,  who  came  from  Scotland  and  settled  in 
one  of  the  Atlantic  colonies.  All  the  subsequent  de- 
scendants of  that  first  ancestor  had  been  on  the  frontier 
line  of  civilization,  each  generation  moving  further 
westward,  and  practically  all  of  them  had  been  farmers, 
and  accumulators  of  substantial  material  prosperity. 
The  maternal  grandparents  of  Mr.  Bean  came  from 
Reading,  England,  first  settling  at  Niagara  Falls  on 
the  American  side,  and  afterwards  moving  across  to  the 
Canadian  banks.  The  late  Otis  W.  Bean,  father  of  the 
Wichita  Falls  business  man,  was  born  in  New  Hampshire 
and  was  two  years  old  when  his  parents  moved  to 
Michigan,  in  1834.  The  grandfather  was  Sinclair  Bean, 
and  a  pioneer  in  southern  Michigan,  locating  in  the 
vicinity  of  Jackson,  when  it  was  a  village  in  the  wilder- 
ness. Otis  W.  Bean  was  a  merchant,  for  a  number  of 
years  was  engaged  in  the  tanning  industry  in  Michigan, 
and  in  1884  moved  to  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  where  in  1889 
he  founded  and  established  the  grocery  concern  which  has 
grown  to  such  large  proportions  under  the  name  of  the 
O.  W.  Bean  &  Son.  Otis  W.  Bean,  who  died  at  Hot 
Springs,  Arkansas,  in  1900.  was  never  active  in  politics, 
though  he  supported  the  principles  of  the  old  Green- 
back party  and  later  the  Populists.  He  married  Jennie 
Butler,  who  was  born  on  the  Canadian  side  at  Niagara 
Falls,  and  is  now  living  in  Wichita  Falls.  Of  their 
three  children,  Bert  J.  was  the  second,  the  others  being: 
Charles  W,  Bean,  and  Mrs.  Nina  Butler,  widow  of 
Charles  W.   Butler   of  Wichita  Falls. 

Bert  J.  Bean  up  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years  at- 
tended school  at  Tecumseh,  Michigan,  and  the  first 
work  for  which  he  received  wages  was  as  clerk  in  a 
retail  grocery  house.  This  was  after  his  removal  to 
Texas,  and  he  was  actively  associated  with  his  father 
when  the  present  business  was  organized  in  1889.  Since 
the  death  of  his  father  he  has  succeeded  to  the  con- 
trolling interests  and  management  of  the  concern,  and 
still  conducted  under  its  old  firm  name.  Mr.  Bean  is 
also  vice  president  of  the  Wichita  Falls  State  Bank, 
and  owns  considerable  stock  in  other  local  corporations. 

A  Democrat  in  politics  he  takes  no  active  part  in  pub- 
lic affairs  as  a  politician,  though  for  seven  years  he 
served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council,  and  is  always 
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willing  and  eager  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  his 
home  locality.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  formerly  one  of  its  directors.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  served  in  the  Texas  State  Militia, 
and  was  second  lieutenant  in  the  organization  knovrn 
as  the  Wichita  Eifles.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Texas 
Eetail  State  Merchants  Association.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Bean  is  atWiated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  at  Wichita  Falls.  In  this  city  in  March, 
1896,  he  married  Miss  Bessie  M.  Bean,  a  first  cousin, 
and  a  daughter  uf  Lorenzo  Dow  Bean.  Mrs.  Bean 
died  in  Wichita  Falls  April  20,  1911,  leaving  one  son, 
Walter  L.  Bean. 

James  B.  Mablow,  of  the  firm  of  Marlow  &  Stone, 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  has  been  engaged  in  real  estate 
and  other  business  here  for  the  past  ten  years  and  is  a 
factor  to  be  considered  in  connection  with  the  repre- 
sentative business  life  of  the  city. 

James  B.  Marlow  was  born  in  Grayson  county.  Texas, 
December  4,  1S73,  and  on  his  mother's  side  is  de- 
scended from  early  Texas  pioneers.  His  father,  P.  M. 
Marlow,  was  a  native  of  Missouri,  who  came  to  this 
state  at  the  beginning  of  the  60 's  and  who  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life  here  as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  served  as  a  private  in  Shelly 's 
brigade,  his  service  covering  the  entire  four  years  of 
the  war.  He  died  in  1878,  in  the  prime  of  life,  being 
only  thirty-seven  years  of  age.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat.  His  wife,  who  before  her  marriage  was  Miss 
Carrie  Whittaker,  was  born  in  Bed  Eiver  county,  Texas, 
daughter  of  Washington  Whittaker,  whose  identity  with 
Texas  dated  from  1S31.  He  settled  at  Austin  that 
year,  and  later,  during  the  Mexican  war  and  the  Indian 
fighting,  acted  well  the  part  of  a  soldier  and  fron- 
tiersman. By  trade  he  was  a  gunsmith,  and  he  fur- 
nished the  army  with  his  own  make  of  guns.  He  ac- 
cumulated a  large  amount  of  property,  including  many 
slaves,  and  he  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-eight 
years.  His  death  occurred  in  September,  1900.  His 
wife,  Martha  (Lawthorne)  Whittaker.  is  still  living 
in  Grayson  county,  Texas,  at  the  age  of  ninety-five 
years.  She  came  to  Texas  with  her  parents  and  settled 
at  Austin  in  1826.  Mrs.  Carrie  Marlow  is  the  mother 
of  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living,  James  B. 
being  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  His  mother  resides 
with  him. 

James  B.  Marlow  attended  the  public  schools  of 
"WSchita  Falls  up  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Much  of 
his  early  life  was  spent  on  the  range  and  farm.  About 
1903  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business,  and  has 
been  more  or  less  extensively  interested  in  it  ever  since. 
Also  he  is  interested  in  farming  and  stock  raising  and 
the  oO  business,  having  organized  a  number  of  com- 
panies for  the  drilling  of  oil  wells.  He  is  in  partner- 
ship with  J.  W.  Stone,  and  their  operations  are  con- 
ducted under  the  firm  name  of  Marlow  &  Stone,  the  office 
of  the  company  being  at  626  Indiana  street. 

Mr.  Marlow  is  a  member  and  director  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  is  identified  with  numerous  fraternal 
organizations,  including  the  M.  W.  A.,  W.  O.  W.,  B.  P. 
O.  E.,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  F.  and  A.  M.  In  time  honored 
Masonry  he  has  advanced  through  the  degrees  of  the 
Consistory  and  Mystic  Shrine.  Politically  he  has  fol- 
lowed in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  and  as  a  Democrat 
has  taken  an  active  interest  in  local  politics,  without, 
however,  seeking  or  filling  public  oflSce  of  any  kind.  As 
a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  he  is  interested  in 
the  various  branches  of  this  work,  including  the  Sun- 
day school. 

Mr.  Marlow  was  married  August  23,  1898,  to  Miss 
Sophia  Mataska,  a  native  of  Texas  and  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Mataska.  They  have  three  children,  all 
natives  of  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  namely:  Joe,  born 
November   10,   1899;    Laura,   July   5,   1901,   and   James 


B.,   Jr.,   December   31,   1908.      The   family   residence   is 
2101  Ninth  street. 

Of  Mr.  Marlow 's  forefathers,  it  should  be  further 
stated  that  on  the  paternal  side  they  came  from  Scot- 
land to  America  prior  to  the  Eevolutionary  war  and 
settled  in  Virginia.  Illinois  and  Missouri  was  the  home 
of  later  generations,  and,  as  above  indicated,  Mr.  Mar- 
low 's  father  was  born  in  Missouri.  His  maternal  grand- 
father was  an  Irishman  and  his  maternal  grandmother 
was  of  Scotch  origin.  And  with  a  mixture  of  Irish 
and  Scotch  blood  which  came  to  him  through  pioneer 
and  warrior  parentage,  he  was  equipped  to  win  his  own 
way  in  the  world,  and  this  he  has  done  through  his 
own  persevering  energies. 

Hon.  a.  H.  C.«rigan.  For  thirty  years  a  member  of 
the  Texas  bar,  and  a  former  judge  of  the  district  court, 
Judge  Carrigan  is  head  of  the  law  firm  of  Carrigan, 
Montgomery  &  Brittain,  one  of  the  strongest  legal  part- 
nerships in  Wichita  Falls. 

He  was  born  at  Hempstead,  Arkansas,  May  12,  1860. 
The  founder  of  the  American  branch  of  the  Carrigans 
was  William  Carrigan,  an  Irishman,  who  settled  in 
Cabarrus  county,  of  North  Carolina,  just  before  the 
Eevolutionary  war,  in  which  war  he  served  as  a  soldier 
of  the  American  army,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. On  the  maternal  side,  the  ancestry  also  was  among 
the  early  settlers  of  North  Carolina.  The  father  of  Mr. 
Carrigan  of  Wichita  Falls  was  A.  H.  Carrigan,  Sr.,  who 
was  born  in  North  Carolina,  moved  to  Arkansas  in 
1851,  becoming  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  state  and 
a  very  prominent  man.  He  is  at  the  present  writing 
one  of  the  two  survivors  of  Secession  Convention  of 
Arkansas,  which  voted  Arkansas  into  the  Confederacy  on 
May  6,  1861.  He  also  served  as  a  soldier  in  Company 
H  of  the  Twentieth  Arkansas  Eegiment,  was  captain  of 
his  company,  and  afterwards  appointed  to  lieutenant- 
colonel.  He  was  neither  wounded  or  taken  prisoner,  but 
was  discharged  on  account  of  disabilities.  He  served 
as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  and  in 
the  Senate  of  Arkansas,  was  county  judge  of  Hempstead 
county,  and  was  actively  identified"  with  public  affairs  in 
that  state  for  many  years.  He  was  born  in  1828  and 
now  lives  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  in  Hope, 
Arkansas.  He  has  been  a  cotton  planter,  before  the  war 
owned  a  few  slaves  and  has  met  with  a  fair  share  of 
material  prosperity.  He  married  Mary  Moore,  who  was 
born  in  North  Carolina,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Moore, 
who  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1855.  She  died  in  1901  at 
the  age  of  seventy-one,  and  was  the  mother  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  the  Wichita  J?alls  lawyer  was  third. 

Judge  Carrigan  received  his  literary  education  in 
the  University  of  Arkansas,  and  then  attended  the 
Cumberland  I'niversity  of  Lebanon,  Tennessee.  He 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Arkansas  A.  B.  and 
received  his  LL.  B.  degree  from  Cumberland  University 
in  1883.  In  the  same  year  he  took  up  the  active  prac- 
tice of  law  in  Texark'ana,  Texas,  where  he  remained 
for  several  years  and  in  1888  became  a  permanent  resi- 
dent of  Wichita  Falls,  where  he  is  among  the  oldest 
lawyers. 

Judge  Carrigan  has  always  been  one  of  the  firm 
Democrats  in  this  section  of  the  state  and  for  twelve 
years  has  served  as  district  judge,  having  first  been 
elected  in  1898.  He  is  a  Knights  Templar  Mason,  also 
belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
and  is  a  director  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  His 
church  is  the  Presbyterian. 

At  Wichita  Falls,  December  10,  1901,  he  married 
Miss  Lulu  Barwise,  a  native  of  Jlissouri,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  J.  H.  and  Lucy  Barwise.  The  four  children  born 
to  their  marriage  are:  Annie,  a  student  in  the  State 
University  of  Texas:  Alfred:  Joseph,  and  Elizabeth. 
Judge  Carrigan  is  a  member  of  the  County  Bar  Asso- 
ciation, and  as  head  of  his  law  firm  enjoys  a  good  prac- 
tice in  all  the  courts  of  Wichita  county. 
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Eev.  William  D.  Hammack.  The  life  record  of  Eev. 
William  D.  Hanimac-k  since  his  coming  to  Kaufman 
county  in  1S74,  is  one  notable  not  alone  for  bis  achieve- 
ments in  the  fields  of  agriculture  and  finance,  but  also 
for  his  long  and  zealous  service  in  the  work  of  his 
Master.  Coming  here  with  but  little  save  his  youthful 
strength  of  heart,  ambition  and  determination  to  win, 
he  has  accumulated  a  handsome  financial  competency 
and  has  gained  also  what  few  men  achieve,  the  esteem 
and  love  of  those  with  whom  he  has  passed  so  many 
years.  Eev.  Hammack  was  born  in  Lee  county,  Ala- 
bama, February  15,  1853,  and  was  reared  on  a  small 
farm  and  in  "an  upright  though  humble  home.  His 
father  was  William  B.  Hammack,  who  owned  a  few  slaves 
and  identified  himself  with  Alabama  in  the  flush  of 
young  manhood.  He  was  born  in  Georgia  in  lS2fi,  and  it 
is  believed  that  he  left  his  native  state  about  the  year 
1S40,  although  the  early  separation  of  our  subject  from 
his  parents  and  his  continued  living  apart  from  them 
precluded  his  acquiring  data  regarding  the  identity  of 
his  forebears  of  the  intimate  facts  of  his  immediate 
family.  William  B.  Hammack  manifil  n  luiylibor  girl. 
Miss  Susan  Ligon,  and  they  passe^l  tIkh-  livi  .,  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  where  they  e^talili^lied  their  first 
home.  Mr.  Hammack,  in  some  manner,  acquired  a  lib- 
eral education,  for  he  taught  school  in  young  manhood 
and  was  fitted  for  equal  competition  with  his  fellow 
farmers  in  the  race  of  life.  He  entered  the  Confederate 
army  while  the  war  between  the  south  and  north  was 
in  progress  and  was  with  General  Pemberton  's  troops 
when  they  surrendered  at  Vicksburg  in  1863.  He  was 
a  supporter  of  democratic  principles,  and  in  his  religious 
belief  was  a  devout  Missionary  Baptist.  He  and  his 
wife  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Eugenia, 
who  married  Eobert  Short  and  died  at  Columbus, 
Georgia ;  William  D..  whose  name  introduces  this  re- 
view; Pascal  H.,  who  died  at  Abilene,  Texas;  John  D., 
who  is  carrying  on  operations  on  the  old  family  home  in 
Alabama ;  Lee,  who  resides  at  Columbus,  Georgia ;  Villis 
W.,  who  passed  away  at  Crandall,  Texas;  Joseph,  who 
died  at  Abilene,  Texas;  and  Inez,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Robert  McKinney,  of  Young  county.  Texas. 

William  D.  Hammack  was  urged"  by  the  spirit  of  em- 
pire to  seek  the  West  in  his  youth.  He  left  home  with 
the  blessings  of  his  parents  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  and  went  by  rail  from  Loachapoka,  Alabama,  to 
"Xew  Orleans,  where  he  took  passage  on  a  Mississippi 
steamer  for  Jefferson,  Texas,  reaching  that  point  after 
some  ten  days  of  travel.  He  and  his  companion,  Eobert 
McKinnev,  who  subsequently  became  his  brother-in-law, 
boarded  a  Dallas  freight  ox-wagon  at  Jefferson  and 
spent  about  ten  days  covering  the  distance  between  that 
old  historic  town  and  the  future  metropolis  at  the  forks 
of  the  Trinity.  Their  destination  was  Collin  county, 
where  Mr.  McKinney 's  people  lived,  and  the  morning 
following  his  arrival"  Mr.  Hammack  started  the  serious 
part  of  his  independent  career. 

As  a  beginning,  Mr.  Hammack  accepted  employment 
with  a  farmer,  Henry  Smith,  in  Dallas  county,  at  nine 
dollars  a  month,  and'remained  with  him  for  a  period  of 
three  months.  His  next  employer  was  J.  E.  Garrett,  who 
appreciated  his  services  to  the  extent  of  paying  him 
twenty-five  dollars  for  two  months'  work,  and  the  next 
six  months  he  spent  with  William  Housley,  at  twenty 
dollars  per  month,  which  concluded  his  first  year  of 
life  in  Texas.  During  these  several  months  he  iinproved 
an  opportunity  looking  toward  a  life  companionship, 
and  in  Novem"ber,  1873,  whe"n  but  twenty  years  of  age, 
he  married. 

Mr.  Hammack  began  the  year  187-t  as  a  hand  at 
twentv  dollars  per  month  and  board  for  "the  two"  with 
Joe  S"ullivan  and  closed  the  year  with  the  suggestion  of 
a  "nest-egg"  which  made  an  end  of  his  career  as  a 
farm  laborer.  In  1874  he  rented  land  in  that  locality 
and  in  the  fall  moved  into  Kaufman  county  with  his  few 
family  effects  and  his  one  horse,  which  later  he  had  the 


misfortune  to  lose.  The  next  two  years  he  worked  on 
shares  with  P.  E.  Yates,  and  out  of  "his  profits  equipped 
himself  with  a  team,  and,  for  the  first  time,  exercised 
some  independence  as  a  farmer.  He  then  began  rent- 
ing land  for  the  "third  and  fourth"  and  continued  it 
until  1885,  when,  having  accumulated  a  small  bunch  of 
cattle  and  a  little  surplus  money,  he  moved  to  Hamil- 
ton county,  Texas,  with  the  hope  of  becoming,  some 
day,  a  cattle  baron  of  Central  Texas.  Just  what  hap- 
pened to  alter  his  plans  so  suddenly  does  not  appear, 
but  within  ten  months  after  his  departure  from  Kauf- 
man county  he  was  back  here,  minus  his  stock  and  some 
of  his  money,  but,  with  commendable  perseverance, 
ready  to  recuperate  his  losses  behind  the  plow.  Sub- 
sequently he  bargained  for  a  small  tract  of  land  three 
miles  north  of  Crandall,  a  property  containing  fifty- 
five  acres,  which  he  could  have  purchased  some  years 
before  at  five  dollars  an  acre — and  for  which  be  had 
possessed  the  money — but  for  which  he  now  paid  thirty 
dollars  an  acre,  giving  five  notes  for  the  balance  of  the 
purchase  money.  The  little  house  on  the  farm  sheltered 
his  family  and  served  as  his  home,  with  its  changes 
and  its  successor,  for  many  years,  and  here  he  wit- 
nessed some  of  the  most  prosperous  years  of  bis  active 
life.  He  brought  the  tract  all  under  cultivation,  pur- 
chased the  five  notes  as  they  came  due,  added  other 
lands  to  his  tax  values  from  time  to  time  and  even- 
tually accumulated  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  which, 
with  other  material  possessions,  form  the  substantial 
character  of  his  holdings  at  the  present  time. 

In  1899  Mr.  Hammack  moved  into  Crandall  and  for  a 
few  years  remained  in  active  conduct  of  his  rural  affairs 
from  this  point.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
the  new  towns,  and  built  his  home  and  a  brick  business 
house  as  his  contribution  to  the  development  of  the 
community.  He  is  vice  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Crandall  and  a  member  of  its  oflicial  board. 
While  he  has  accomplished  with  much  credit  the  task 
of  rearing  and  educating  his  family,  he  has  not  neglected 
the  spiritual  side  of  man  's  nature.  He  was  reared  in  a 
home  where  Christian  influenoe  prevailed,  but  his  own 
conversion  was  delayed  until  1S74,  when  at  a  meeting  at 
Big  Springs,  near  Dallas,  bis  heart  was  touched  under  the 
preaching  of  Eev.  Lockhart  and  he  surrendered  and 
offered  his  services  in  some  manner  to  the  forces  striv- 
ing against  sin.  A  voice  called  him  to  preach,  and  he 
qualified  by  ordination  in  1887  at  the  Mount  Calvary 
church,  north  of  Crandall.  He  entered  actively  into 
the  work  of  pastor  and  into  the  auxiliary  work  of  the 
church  and  filled  several  charges  about  the  country, 
including  a  service  of  eight  years  as  pastor  of  the  church 
where  he  was  ordained.  He  continued  the  work  unfil 
1910,  when  his  physical  condition  rendered  him  in- 
capable of  effective  and  efficient  service  and  he  aban- 
doned active  connection  with  the  ministry  as  well  as 
his  business  affairs.  He  was  a  member  of  the  East  Fork 
Baptist  Association,  which  co-operated  with  the  Church 
party  during  the  split  in  the  Baptist  church  of  Texas. 

Jlr.  Hammack  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Eogers,  whose 
father  spent  his  last  years  and  died  in  Scott  county, 
Texas.  She  was  born  near  Forrest,  Mississippi,  in  1854, 
and  she  and  her  husband  became  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Eussell  P.,  a  farmer  of  Kaufman 
county,  who  married  Maggie  McShann ;  Henry  M.,  who  is 
engaged  in  farming  near  Kemp.  Texas ;  John  D.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Groesbeck.  Texas,  who  married  Lula  Tyra :  and 
ilartha,  who  is  ilrs.  J.  W.  Webb,  of  Bosque  county, 
Texas.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  189".  On 
January  4,  1S93,  in  Kaufman  county,  Mr.  Hammack 
married  the  second  time,  Mrs.  J.  >r.  Yates,  who  was 
Euth  Sealierry.  a  daughter  of  Oliver  ,qnd  Susan  (Har- 
per) Sealiprry,  native  of  Georgia.  The  father  was  a 
prominent  planter  and  farmer.  By  her  first  marriage 
the  present  Mrs.  Hammack  had  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living,  two  dying  in  infancy.  Although  re- 
tired from  active  participation  in  business  affairs,  Mr. 
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Hainmaek  still  evinces  a  keen  interest  in  all  that  affects 
the  welfare  of  his  community,  where  his  well-known  in- 
tegrity, probity  and  force  of  character  give  him  a  dis- 
tinct influence  in  the  forming  of  public  opinion. 

Thomas  H.  Jacksox.  Now  manager  for  the  real  es- 
tate department  of  the  Central  Texas  Exchange  Com- 
pany at  Waco,  Mr.  Jackson  has  had  a  long  and  success- 
ful career  in  business  att'airs  at  Waco.  Starting  in  as  a 
clerk  with  a  mercantile  house,  he  was  for  seventeen 
years  continuously  identified  with  tthe  fortunes  of  that 
firm,  and  rose  to  a  responsible  place  in  its  employ.  Since 
then  he  has  been  chiefly  interested  in  real  estate,  and 
many  regard  him  as  the  best  posted  man  on  realty  values 
and  i:)roperty  conditions  in  the  city. 

Thomas  H.  Jackson  was  born  at  Bremond,  Robertson 
county,  Texas,  February  3,  1876.  His  father,  George  W. 
Jackson,  who  was  born  in  Mexico,  Missouri,  in  1841, 
came  to  Texas  when  a  child,  was  for  many  years  a  hotel 
proprietor  at  Wootan  Wells,  in  Eobertson  county,  and 
his  death  occurred  in  1S9S.  The  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Lula  M.  Bennett,  who  was  born  in  Mississippi  in 
1840,  and  still  lives  at  Waco.  Their  four  children  were 
Thomas  H.,  Lula  C,  George  F.  and  Willie. 

Educated  in  the  Waco  public  schools,  Thomas  H.  Jack- 
son entered  upon  the  serious  business  of  life  when  twenty 
years  of  age,  as  an  employee  in  the  office  of  Goldstein- 
Migel  Company.  For  ten  years  he  was  a  bookkeeper  and 
cashier,  and  for  the  following  seven  years  was  manager 
of  the  credit  department  in  that  establishment.  With  a 
record  of  seventeen  years  with  one  firm,  he  left  to  take 
up  an  independent  business,  and  for  one  year  was  in  the 
real  estate  business  with  N.  T.  Cheatam  as  partner. 
The  Jackson  and  Munnerlyn  Company  was  then  organ- 
ized for  the  handling  of  real  estate,  but  at  the  end  of 
two  years  Mr.  Jackson  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Peoples. 
Then  in  1913  he  took  the  management  of  the  real  estate 
department  of  the  Central  Texas  Exchange  Trust  Com- 
pany, and. in  this  connection  has  the  supervision  of  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  interests,  affecting  the  large  cli- 
entage with  which  the  company  does  business. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  first  married  at  Waco,  December  14, 
1902,  to  Carrie  B.  Washington,  who  died  September  5, 
1909.  She  left  one  child,  Mildred.  On  August  6,  1911, 
Mr.  Jackson  married  Catherine  H.  Bartholew.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a  Mason,  and  is  prominent  in  the  Methodist 
church  affairs,  being  steward  in  the  Austin  Street  church, 
secretary  to  the  presiding  elder  and  assistant  secretary 
of  the  ehur.li.  Ho  is  also  secretary  of  the  Waco  Adver- 
tising Cluli,  of  W:ic(i,  and  a  director  of  the  State  Asso- 
ciated Advertising  Cluljs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Young 
Men 's  Business  "League  and  the  Waco  Young  Men 's 
Christian  Association.  Mr.  Jackson  evinces  a  fondness 
for  all  outdoor  sports,  but  his  business  and  his  home  are 
the  interests  nearest  his  heart. 

Gaylord  N.  Bebout.  An  individual  thoroughly  versed 
in  the  laws  of  the  country,  as  distinguished  from  the  busi- 
ness man  or  the  politician,  has  always  been  a  recognized 
power.  He  has  ever  been  depended  upon  to  conserve  the 
best  and  permanent  interests  of  the  whole  people  of  his 
community,  auil  without  those  like  him  and  of  his  prac- 
tical judgment,  his  deep  knowledge  and  his  thorough 
training,  the  efforts  of  the  statesman  and  the  industry  of 
the  worker  in  the  marts  of  trade  and  commerce  and  the 
labors  of  the  mechanic  would  go  for  naught.  The  reason 
is  not  far  to  seek;  tlic  l:u\yer  is  never  the  creature  of 
chance  or  circumstamc  'I'll.'  inufessiou  is  open  only 
to  talent,  and  uo  definii.'  |iMMi-c  .a  success  can  be  at- 
tained therein  save  by  the  at  must  perseverance,  indom- 
itable energy,  tireless  patience  and  strong  mentality. 

Among  the  distinguished  members  of  the  Texas  legal 
profession  who  have  risen  to  prominence  in  their  chosen 
calling  through  the  possession  of  these  qualities,  Gaylord 
N.  Bebout  holds  a  leading  position.  Although  a  resi- 
dent of  this  city  only  since  1913,  he  has  already  firmly 


established  himself  in  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
Waco,  and  in  the  field  of  real  estate,  insurance,  corpora- 
tion, bonding  and  civil  law  has  shown  himself  a  worthy 
opponent  for  an.v  member  of  the  bar.  Mr.  Bebout 
was  born  in  Knox  countv,  Ohio,  June  27,  1S7S,  and  is  a 
son  of  Aaron  S.  and  Louisa  Olive  (Newell)  Bebout. 
His  father,  a  native  of  Beaver  county,  Pennsj'lvania, 
was  born  February  7,  1S4S,  removing  to  Knox  county, 
Ohio,  in  early  youth,  and  there  grew  up  in  a  rural  com- 
munit.v,  early  adopting  the  tilling  of  the  soil  as  the  me- 
dium through  which  he  would  rise  to  success.  He  con- 
tinued to  be  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Ohio 
until  1882,  when  he  came  to  Texas  and  settled  in  Coryell 
county,  having  decided  that  the  West  offered  better  op- 
portunities than  either  the  eastern  or  middle  western 
states.  Here  he  settled  ou  a  ranch,  devoted  himself  to 
the  sheep  and  cattle  business,  and  through  industry, 
good  management  and  well  directed  effort  accumulated 
a  competenc.v,  so  that  he  was  able  to  retire  and  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  his  early  years  of  labor.  At  this  time  he  is 
living  quietly  at  GatesviUe,  and  is  known  as  a  capitalist, 
owning  considerable  stock  in  several  banks  in  different 
parts  of  the  state,  as  well  as  a  number  of  farm  proper- 
ties in  the  vicinity  of  GatesviUe.  His  life  has  been  one 
of  industr.v,  and  his  transactions  have  always  been  char- 
acterized b.y  the  utmost  integrity,  so  that  he  retains  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-men  in  marked  degree. 
Mr.  Bebout  was  married  in  Ohio,  to  Miss  Louisa  Olive 
Newell,  who  was  born  in  the  Buckeye  State,  April  6, 
1851,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  one  son:  Gav- 
lord  N. 

Mr.  Bebout  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  GatesviUe,  Texas,  having  been  brought  to 
Texas  as  a  lad  of  four  .years,  following  which  he  at- 
tended the  schools  of  Winfield,  Kansas,  his  parents  re- 
siding at  that  place  for  a  short  time.  When  his  pre- 
liminary training  was  completed,  he  entered  Emporia 
College,  Emporia,  Kansas,  where  he  spent  three  years 
in  that  institution,  and  later  spent  two  .vears  in  Oberlin 
College,  Oberlin,  Ohio.  Having  decided  upon  a  legal 
career,  Mr.  Bebout  next  entered  the  law  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  in  1905 
was  graduated  from  that  institution  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  at  once  opened  an  office  at  Vinita, 
Oklahoma,  having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  of  that  state 
as  well  as  to  the  Supreme  Courts  of  Michigan  and  Kan- 
sas, and  in  the  thriving  Oklahoma  town  continued  to  be 
engaged  in  practice  until  1913,  at  which  time  he  came 
to  Waco  and  opened  an  office  at  809  Amicable  Life  In- 
surance Building.  Here  he  has  continued  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  large  and  representative  professional  business, 
making  a  specialty  of  real  estate,  insurance,  corporation, 
bonding  and  civillaw.  One  of  Mr.  Bebout 's  chief  char- 
acteristics is  the  careful  manner  in  which  he  prepares 
his  cases  and  the  accurate  and  s.ystematic  manner  in 
which  he  draws  up  his  legal  papers.  His  preparation 
has  been  thorough,  his  study  is  still  continuous,  and  he 
is  rarely  at  a  loss  to  find  a  precedent  for  any  contin- 
gency which  arises.  Among  his  fellow-practitioners  he 
is  respected  as  a  legist  who  follows  the  unwritten  ethics 
of  the  profession,  and  whose  courtesy  and  gentlemanly 
bearing  make  him  an  honored  opponent.  In  his  business 
operations,  Mr.  Bebout  has  been  very  successful,  and  ar 
this  time  he  has  a  number  of  properties,  including  valu- 
able stock  in  the  Texas  Fidelity  and  Bonding  Company 
of  Waco. 

Mr.  Bebout  was  married  at  Dunkirk,  New  York,  Sep- 
tember 12,  1901,  to  Miss  Efie  Esler  Mann,  the  daughter 
of  Horace  A.  Mann.  Mr.  Mann  is  widely  known  in 
amusement  circles  all  over  the  United  States,  being  man- 
ager of  the  contract  department  for  such  great  amuse- 
ment enterprises  as  Barnum  &  Bailey  and  Forepaugh 
Brothers  great  circuses,  a  position  he  has  held  for  many 
years.  At  this  time  he  resides  at  Syracuse,  New  York, 
and  is  well  known  in  business  circles  of  that  city.  One 
child  has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bebout:    Gaylord 


wl 


-## 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


2093 


N.,  Jr.  Mr.  Beboiit  is  a  meiiiher  of  the  Young  Men 's 
Business  Le.igue,  and  is  a  iiKniiiiirnt  ^rasmi,  belonging 
to  the  Consistory  of  MeAnisf<'i.  :iimI  tlir  sluine  at  Tnlsa, 
Oklahoma.  He  finds  his  greatrsf  |ili',i!<inv  in  his  home, 
however,  and  he  has  never  allowed  fiateriiities  or  polities 
to  lure  him  therefrom.  He  and  Mrs.  Bebout  are  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Congregational  church,  and  she 
has  more  than  a  local  reputation  as  a  vocalist,  being  a 
leading  member  of  the  Eulepiea  Club,  a  singing  organ- 
ization. 


James  M.  iliLSTEAD  entered  the 
only  in  1912,  yet  he  has  alre.nly  a 
his  chosen  field,  and  thidu^li'  li 
directed  operations  has  sei\r,i  t.j 
ests  of  Waco  and  the  surrounding: 


Seld  as  a  dealer 
prestige  in  this 
ities  and  well- 
the  best  inter- 
)■.     To  the  ener- 


Crate  Dalton.  The  pioneer  in  the  stock  and 
brokerage  business  in  McLenuan  county,  I'vnte 
has  long  been  identified  with  the  niuvini.nts  :nnl 
ties  which  have  made  Waco  one  of  tlic>  Irn.lm^  en 
Texas,  and  both  in  the  business  field  .mu  :!h'  p. 
arena     has     disidnved     elirirnrtevistir^     which     lia\e 


•s  of 
itical 


men  lie 


acconipli^lu'^l  iiiii.-h  tliiiiiijh  riiiri  |,ri-,.  niMJ   initiative,  and 

his  career  ^.in.i'  !ii^  ,,,;!<-,■  >hiy-  hn^  I n  .Mie  oi  constant 

activity  and   <mi..  i  h  :ineenieut.     :\lr.   Dalton   is  a 

Kentuekian   h.         •  ma    Te,xau   by   training.     He 

was  born  Dim  c  ',    i -:;i.  at  Mayfield,  Kentucky,  and 

is  a  son  of  lii  iu.>  W  .  :ii!.l  lordelia  Dalton.  George  W. 
Dalton  was  born  in  Springfield,  Tennessee,  in  1S43,  was 
there  married,  and  subsequently  went  to  Kentucky,  from 
whence  he  came  to  the  Lone  Star  state  in  ISSl  and  set- 
tled in  McLennan  eountj-.  Here  he  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  during  the  remainder  of  his  life  and 
passed  away  in  1912,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  Cor- 
delia (Highsmith)  Dalton  was  also  born  at  Springfield, 
Tennesseee,  in  1847,  and  still  survives  her  husband,  tjeing 
a  resident  of  Coryell  county,  Texas.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  ten  children,  as  follows:  Alice,  Martin  V.,  Marcus 
P.,  Tolbert,  Crate,  Teresa,  George  W.,  Jr.,  Gilbert,  Har- 
vey and  Leonard. 

Crate  Dalton  began  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  McLennan  county,  whence  he  had  been  brought  as  a 
child  of  two  years,  and  subsequently  entered  Baylor 
University,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
1907  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  One  of  the 
foremost  pupils  of  his  class,  during  his  last  year  at  col- 
lege he  won  the  oratorical  contest  for  his  school  in  com- 
petition witli  repn  sentatives  from  six  other  leading  uni- 
versities (it  tlu'  state.  Following  his  graduation,  Mr. 
Dalton  to'ik  np  educational  work,  and  for  six  months 
was  engaged  iu  teaching  in  the  public  schools  and  Bar- 
ton College,  but  this  work  did  not  appeal  to  him  and 
he  eventually  turned  his  attention  to  other  pursuits.  In 
1910  he  became  the  pioneer  of  the  stock  and  bond  broker- 
age business  in  McLennan  countv,  when  he  opened  offices 
at  No.  301  Amicable  building^  Wac,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  built  up  a  large  and  representative  clientele 
iu  this  field.  Mr.  Dalton  has  large  landed  interests, 
having  two  farms  in  Coryell  county,  comprising  226 
acres,  and  1482  acres  in  Gaines  county,  the  latter  being 
leased  and  used  as  ranch  land.  He  is  also  the  owner  of 
his  own  modern  home  at  No.  2022  Barrett  street.  Mr. 
Dalton  has  long  been  interested  in  political  matters,  and 
his  public  spirit  and  loyal  devotion  to  Waco  's  best  inter- 
ests brought  him  favorably  before  the  public  in  1914, 
when  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  mayor  on  the 
Democratic  prohibition  ticket.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Ma- 
son, and  he  also  holds  membership  in  the  Young  Men 's 
Business  League,  of  which  he  was  first  vice  president  for 
one  year  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  for  four 
years.  With  his  family  he  attends  the  Baptist  church, 
and  has  been  liberal  in  his  support  of  its  various  move- 
ments. He  is  fond  of  fishing  and  spends  much  of  his 
spare  time  at  the  sport,  but  finds  his  greatest  pleasure 
in  his  home. 

Mr.  Dalton  was  married  at  Oglesby,  Coryell  county, 
Texas,  June  28,  1903,  to  Miss  Susie  C.  Isbell,  'daughter  of 
George  P.  Isbell,  a  retired  fanner  now  living  in  Waco. 
To  this  union  there  have  come  two  ihildren:  Lowell, 
born  May  15,  1905;  and  Lena  F.,  bora  Julv  29,  1910. 


gies  of  those  who  devote  their  attention  to  the  exploita- 
tion of  real  estate,  every  community  owes  much  for  its 
growth  and  development,  and  the  really  successful  oper- 
ator and  he  who  gains  the  most  in  the  long  run  is  he  who 
advances  the  comninnitv's  mten'sts  wliile  furthering  his 
own.  Mr.  Milstead  ud'.I.iuI.IimIIv  l^'huii^s  to  this  class, 
and  to  his  energy  .-ind  imtiatiM'  Wan.  is  imli-bted  for 
the  development  of  sr\,.ial  ^.vluins.  Mr.  Milstead  was 
born  August  21,  ]s7::.  m  Sumh  county,  Texas,  and  is 
a  son  of  John  L.  and  .\iihlivd   (  Ragsdale)  Milstead. 

John  L.  Mdsfead  was  Ihuti  in  Mississippi,  but  was 
brought  to  Texas  as  a  lad  and  here  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  passed  away 
February  15,  1912,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  hav- 
ing been  born  October  10,  1848.  Mrs.  Milstead  was 
born  November  22,  1S54,  in  Cherokee  county,  Texas,  and 
dieil  May  24,  1S93,  having  been  the  mother  of  three 
children:  James  M.,  Jessie  T.  and  Eebecca.  James  M. 
Milstead  was  given  ordinary  educational  advantages  in 
his  youth,  attending  the  schools  of  Tyler  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  seventeen  years.  He  was  industrious  and  am- 
bitious ancl  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities,  and  em- 
barked u]ion  his  career  among  the  world's  workers  in  a 
minoi-    posifiiui    in    a   printing    establishment,    where   he 

lear I   tlir   printer's  trade.     There  he  spent  five  years, 

and  at  thi'  eiul  uf  that  period  came  to  Waco,  where  he 
became  engaged  in  newspaper  work.  This  held  him  for 
two  years  only,  however,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he 
began  traveling  in  the  interests  of  E.  G.  Dun  &  Company, 
being  associated  with  this  concern  for  a  like  period.  Mr. 
Milstead  then  received  his  introduction  to  the  realty 
business  as  cashier  for  the  American  Freehold-Land 
Mortgage  Company,  of  London,  England,  with  office  at 
Waco,  and  for  twelve  years  he  continued  to  act  in  this 
capaciix-,  all  the  time  gaining  valuable  experience.  In 
1912  Mr.  Milstead  established  an  office  at  No.  404  Ami- 
calih-  liiiihlinc.  Waco,  and  here  he  has  since  carried  on 
his  real  estate  operations.  A  man  of  enterprise,  energy 
and  resource,  he  has  been  successful  iu  liuilding  up  a 
large  and  representative  clientage,  and  his  operations 
have  been  extensive  in  their  scope.  When  not  engrossed 
in  the  activities  of  business,  Mr.  Milstead  may  often  be 
found  working  among  his  chickens,  for  he  took  up  poul- 
try raising  several  years  ago  as  a  hobby  and  since  that 
time  has  become  somewhat  of  a  fancier.  He  lielongs  to 
the  Young  Men's  Business  League  and  the  Waco  Ad- 
vertising Cluli,  and  when  he  can  spare  time  for  a  vaca- 
tion takes  frequent  hunting  and  fishing  trips.  Frater- 
nally, he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in 
which  he  has  numerous  friends,  and  his  political  views 
correspond  with  those  of  the  Denux-ratic  party.  He 
has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  but  at  all  times  has  been 
ready  to  discharge  his  full  share  of  the  duties  of  citi- 
zensliip. 

.Mr.  .Milstead  was  married  at  Waco,  March  15,  1904, 
to  Jfiss  Kuby  M.  Eandle,  daughter  of  Dr.  G.  H.  and 
Emma  (ilizell)  Eandle  and  a  member  of  an  old  pioneer 
family  of  Waco,  and  to  this  union  there  have  come  two 
bright  and  interesting  children:  Eandle  L.  and  Mil- 
dred F. 

Thomas  J.  Be.\ll.  One  of  the  best  known  figures  in 
El  Paso,  Texas,  is  that  of  Thomas  J.  Beall,  the  well 
known  lawyer,  who  in  spite  of  his  seventy-six  years,  and 
his  long  and  active  career  is  today  one  of  the  most 
energetic  men  in  the  business  world  of  EI  Paso.  He  is 
well  known  all  over  the  state,  both  in  a  professional  way 
and  through  his  prominent  fraternal  relations.  He  be- 
longs to  the  type  of  southern  gentleman  that  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  Civil  war  called  into  being.  They  were  the 
men  who  made  the  bravest  soldiers  and  then  when  the 
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cause  was  lost,  returned  home  and  devoted  the  energies 
that  had  heretofore  been  expended  on  the  battlefields  of 
Virginia  to  building  up  a  devastated  South,  and  the 
honor  and  chivalry  that  is  associated  with  the  military 
caste  has  always  found  its  truest  exponent  in  this  class 
of  which  Captain  Beall  is  one  of  the  few  remaining 
members. 

Thomas  J.  Beall  was  born  in  Thomaston,  Georgia,  a 
son  of  Doctor  .Jeremiah  Beall,  a  native  of  Georgia.  Dr. 
Beall  was  a  prominent  physician  in  Thomaston  and 
Macon,  but  removed  in  1851  to  Texas,  locating  at  Mar- 
shall. Here  he  was  actively  and  successfully  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  a  few  years  when  he 
retired.  He  served  as  surgeon  during  the  Creek  Indian 
wars,  and  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  on  his  ranch 
near  Comfort,  Texas,  dying  in  1887.  He  married  Susan 
V.  Xeal,  a  native  of  Georgia.  She  also  is  dead  and  is 
interred  in  Talbofton,  Georgia. 

Captain  Beall  received  his  earlier  education  in  the 
schools  in  Georgia,  although  he  was  only  a  youngster 
when  his  father  came  to  Texas.  He  later  attended 
Tulane  University  in  New  Orleans  and  then  entered  the 
law  department  of  Cumberland  University  in  Tennessee. 
He  was  graduated  from  this  institution  with  the  class 
of  1858  and  immediately  located  in  Marshall,  Texas. 
Here  he  practiced  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out  and  in 
1861  he  joined  the  Confederate  army  as  a  member  of 
the  company  commanded  by  Captain  Van  Zandt,  who  was 
later  to  become  Major  Van  Zandt.  This  company  was 
known  as  the  Marshall  Guards  and  saw  active  service 
during  the  war.  Captain  Beall  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles around  Vicksburg,  and  then  was  wounded  and  cap- 
tured in  the  first  battle  of  Fort  Donelson,  in  which  the 
fort  surrendered.  This  was  on  the  16th  of  February. 
1861,  and  he  was  held  a  prisoner  at  Johnston 's  Island 
until  September  of  that  year,  when  he  was  exchanged. 
He  then  took  part  in  the  "defense  of  Vicksburg  when  the 
citv  was  assaulted  by  General  Sherman,  the  result  be- 
ing the  defeat  of  the"  latter  officer.  After  the  surrender 
of  the  city  General  Gregg  was  commissioned  a  brigadier 
general  and  Captain  Beall  was  appointed  on  his  staff, 
with  the  rank  of  captain.  In  October,  1864,  Captain 
Beall  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  where 
General  Gregg  was  seriously  wounded.  After  his  recov- 
ery the  general  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  Hood 's 
Brigade  which  was  then  on  the  march  to  join  General 
Lee.  Captain  Beall  remained  with  the  general  until  he 
was  killed  on  the  James  river  near  Richmond,  during 
the  Wilderness  campaign.  The  captain  participated  in 
most  of  the  battles  leading  up  to  the  surrender  of 
Eichmond,  among  these  being  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Spottsylvania  Courthouse,  Cold  Harbor,  and  finally 
the  engagements  near  Eichmond  and  Petersburg.  In  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness  Captain  Beall  had  his  horse 
shot  from  under  him  and  he  was  again  wounded,  but 
after  the  ball  was  extracted  he  rejoined  his  regiment, 
for  in  those  last  terrible  days,  every  man  was  worth  ten 
Federals,  for  they  were  fighting  with  their  backs  to 
the  wall  and  with  the  courage  of  despair.  Captain 
BeaU  fought  through  the  last  campaign  and  after  the 
surremler  returned  TO  Texas  to  once  more  take  up  his 
law  practice. 

He  located  in  Bryan.  Texas,  and  there  remained  un- 
til 1880,  gaining  a 'wide  reputation  as  a  brilliant  and 
able  lawyer.  In  1866,  during  the  campaign  of  Governor 
Geddings,  he  was  offered  the  nomination  for  Congress, 
which  at  that  time  was  equivalent  to  an  election,  but  he 
refused  the  offer,  having  no  aspiration  towards  political 
honors.  He  was  one  of  the  eight  electors  who  cast  their 
votes  for  Samuel  J.  Tilden  for  president  in  1876. 

In  1881,  after  a  very  successful  career  as  a  lawyer 
in  Bryan,  Texas,  he  removed  to  El  Paso  where  he  or- 
ganized the  firm  of  Davis  and  Davis.  This  firm  became 
the  leading  law  firm  in  the  city  and  did  a  large  and 
lucrative  business.  In  1884  Captain  Beall  accepted  the 
attornevship  for  the  Gould  and  Santa  Fe  Eailroad  sys- 


tem and  removed  to  Fort  Worth  where  he  made  his 
headquarters  until  1S87.  He  then  resigned  his  position 
and  returned  to  El  Paso  where  he  established  the  firm 
of  BeaU  and  Kemp,  which  in  its  turn  became  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  successful  firms  in  the  city. 
Since  this  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  practice  here 
and  his  firm  numbers  among  its  clients  such  powerful 
and  influential  corporations  as  the  Southern  Pacific 
Eailroad  Company,  the  Galveston,  Harrisburg  and  San 
Antonio  Eailroad  Company,  the  Western  Union  Tele- 
graph Company  and  the  State  National  Bank.  He  was 
elected  president  of  the  State  Bar  Association  in  1887, 
and  served  his  term  with  distinction. 

Captain  Beall  takes  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
fraternal  associations  of  which  he  is  a  member.  His 
chief  interest  is  in  the  Masons,  of  which  he  has  been 
a  member  since  the  war.  He  is  a  Knights  Templar  and 
was  honored  with  the  office  of  grand  commander  of  the 
order  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  state  of  Texas.  He 
was  the  prime  mover  in  the  organization  of  the  Benevo- 
lent. Protective  Order  of  Elks'in  El  Paso  and  was  the 
first  Exalted  Euler  of  the  order. 

Captain  Beall  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  mar- 
riage was  in  1866,  to  Miss  Laura  Wilson,  a  daughter  of 
Colonel  Thomas  Wilson,  of  Brazos  county,  Texas.  She 
died  in  1867.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet Eagsdale,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Eagsdale,  of  the 
state  of  Mississippi.  Mrs.  Beall  is  living,  and  is  the 
mother  of  four  children.  The  captain  has  one  daughter. 
Mary  Beall,  by  his  first  wife.  Susan,  the  eldest  of  the 
children  of  his  second  marriage,  is  the  wife  of  E.  E. 
Neif,  of  the  firm  of  Neff  and  Xiles,  of  El  Paso.  Nancy 
married  Joseph  F.  Williams,  who  is  cashier  of  the  City 
National  Bank,  of  El  Paso.  Florence  became  the  wife 
of  John  A.  Covode  of  the  Bank  of  Grand  Eapids,  of 
Grand  Eapids,  Michigan,  and  his  one  son,  Thomas,  who 
lives  in  El  Paso. 

William  R.  Sauxders.  Jr.  One  of  Waco's  very  suc- 
cessful attorneys  in  civil  practice  is  W.  E.  Saunders.  In 
five  years  he  has  won  his  spurs  in  many  cases,  and  ranks 
alongside  many  older  men  at  the  bar. 

What  Mr.  Saunders  is  in  the  law  is  an  illustration  of 
the  old  saying  that  as  the  twig  is  bent  so  is  the  tree  in- 
clined. From  childhood  he  was  accustomed  to  the  ad- 
monishing of  his  father  to  take  up  a  legal  career,  and 
his  early  ambitions  having  thus  been  cast  in  a  definite  di- 
rection and  with  a  liberal  helpfulness  on  the  part  of  his 
father  he     began  practice  soon  after  reaching  majority. 

William  E.  Saunders  was  born  in  Winona,  Mississippi, 
May  10,  1887,  a  son  of  William  E.  and  Francis  (Allen) 
Saunders.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  Starksville,  Mis- 
sissippi, in  1852.  was  a  merchant,  and  in  1892  located  at 
Forreston,  in  Ellis  county.  Texas.  The  mother  was  born 
at  Selma,  Alabama,  in  1859.  Of  the  two  children,  the 
daughter.  Clyde,  died  in   1SS4. 

The  junior  Saunders  in  1908  was  graduated  Bachelor 
of  Science  from  Baylor  University,  and  remained  in 
Waco  to  read  law  in"  the  office  of  ".Judge  George  Clark. 
On  June  21,  1909,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  and  about 
the  same  time  received  his  license  to  practice  in  the  Fed- 
eral courts.  His  work  has  been  entirely  confined  to  the 
civil  law,  and  he  makes  a  specialty  of  damage  and  per- 
sonal injury  cases.  He  is  the  junior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Witt  &  Saunders,  who  have  their  offices  on  the  fif- 
teenth floor  of  the  Amicable  building.  Mr.  Saunders 
from  1909  to  1913  was  assistant  city  attorney  of  Waco. 
Mr.  Saunders  is  unmarried,  is  aflSliated  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles,  and  the  Eoyal  Order  of  Moose.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Democrat,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Young 
Men's  Business  League  of  AVaco.  His  church  home  is 
the  Austin  Avenue  Methodist.  When  he  gets  away  from 
his  profession  it  is  usually  for  a  fishing  trip,  since  that 
is  his  favorite  recreation. 
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Dr.  John  Mangum,  oue  of  the  leading  and  most  suc- 
cessful erponents  of  the  osteopathic  system  of  treat- 
ment, has  been  in  active  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Waco  since  he  was  graduated  from  the  Still  College  of 
Osteopathy  at  De  Moines,  Iowa,  in  1907.  Dr.  Mangum 
was  born  in  Ealeigh,  Smith  county,  Mississippi,  on  March 
19.  18.53.  and  is  a  son  of  Arthur  and  Celia  E.  (Caraway) 
Mangum.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  one  time  sheriff 
of  Smith  county,  Mississippi,  and  in  his  later  years  was 
a  merchant  at  Silver  Creek,  Mississippi.  He  died  there 
in  1898,  when  he  was  seventy-two  years  old.  The  mother, 
who  was  also  a  native  daughter  of  Smith  county,  Mis- 
sissippi, died  in  18.58,  after  which  Mr.  Mangum  married 
a  Mrs.  Dixon,  a  widow  with  one  child.  Five  children 
were  born  of  the  first  marriage, — Eugenia,  Frances, 
John,  Margaret,  and  William. 

John  Mangum  was  scantily  enough  educated  in  his 
boyhood  days,  for  he  was  only  permitted  to  attend  school 
a  few  days  at  a  time  up  to  his  twentieth  Ijirtbday.  He 
began  clerking  in  a  store  then,  and  continued  in  that 
work  until  the  fall  of  188.5,  when  he  came  to  Texas,  set- 
tling in  Burnet  county,  and  until  1893  he  was  cashier 
and  bookkeejier  for  F.  H.  Halloway  &  Company.  Then 
he  was  engaged  as  a  cotton  buyer  for  two  years,  and  in 
1896  he  came  to  Waco  as  manager  and  head  of  the  gin- 
ning department  of  the  McFadden  Cotton  Business. 
In  1905  he  resigned  from  that  position  and  going  to 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  entered  the  Still  College  of  Osteopathy 
at  that  city,  and  in  1907  was  graduated  from  the  insti- 
tution. He  established  himself  in  Waco  soon  thereafter 
and  he  has  since  been  active  iu  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, meeting  excellent  success  in  his  work  and  draw- 
ing to  him  a  wide  and  ever  growing  clientele. 

Aside  from  the  regular  practice  of  the  Doctor,  he  has 
given  some  attention  to  the  preparation  and  manufacture 
of  a  remedy  for  eczema,  burns  and  skin  diseases  of 
every  order,  which  he  puts  on  the  market  under  the 
name  of  Zee-Ma-Lol,  and  by  the  Dr.  Mangum  Medicine 
Company,  of  Waco.  This  preparation,  though  but 
lately  placed  on  the  market,  has  already  gained  a  deal 
of  popularity,  and  is  regarded  as  a  reliable  and  effica- 
cious remedy  for  the  ills  for  which  its  manufacturers 
offer  it.  Dr.  Mangum  has  made  a  specialty  of  diseases 
of  the  skin,  and  has  met  with  excellent  success  in  his 
treatments  of  those  disorders  since  he  identified  himself 
with  his  profession. 

On  April  4,  1876,.  Dr.  Mangum  was  married  to  Miss 
Jane  Gibert,  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph  and  Mary  (Stan- 
ley) Gibert,  of  Mount  Olive,  Covington  county,  Missis- 
sippi. Thev  have  two  children, — Bertha  S.  ami  Marv  S. 
Mangum.  The  first  named  is  the  wife  of  C.  E.  Sherrill. 
a  lumber  merchant  of  San  Antonio,  and  the  mother  of 
two  children, — Charles  M.  and  Eugenia,  and  Mary  is 
married  to  C.  L.  Maule,  a  bookkeeper  in  San  Antonio. 

Dr.  Mangum  is  a  member  of  the  Pretorians,  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

William  F.  Cole.  il.  D.  Numbered  among  the  lead- 
ing specialists  of  Texas  in  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose 
and  throat,  is  Dr.  William  F.  Cole,  who  has  returned 
to  the  scene  of  his  former  successes  at  Waco,  after  five 
years  passed  in  other  localities  of  the  state.  Doctor  Cole 
came  to  Waco  more  than  twenty  years  ago  and  rapidly 
rose  to  the  leadership  among  the  practitioners  engaged 
in  specializing  in  his  line,  his  thorough  preparation,  his 
inherent  skill  and  his  deep  and  comprehensive  knowledge 
liringing  him  a  large  practice  and  high  distinction  in  his 
calling,  and  today  he  is  repeating  his  former  achieve- 
ments and  again  rapidly  forging  to  the  forefront. 

Doctor  Cole  is  a  Georgian,  born  in  Franklin  county, 
January  24,  1857,  a  son  of  Jacob  L.  and  Frances  P. 
(Herndon)  Cole.  His  father  was  born  at  Westminster. 
Pickins  District  (now  Oconee  county),  S.  C,  in  1826, 
and  grew  up  on  a  plantation,  adopting  the  vocation  of 
farming  when  he  attained  his  ma.iority.  At  the  out- 
lireak  of  the  war  between  the  South  and  the  North,  he 


enlisted  as  first  lieutenant  in  Company  I,  of  the  Georgia 
infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of  hostilities,  when 
he  returned  to  his  Georgia  plantation.  In  1868,  how- 
ever, he  came  to  Texas,  and  here  continued  as  a  farmer 
and  cattle  raiser  until  his  death  in  1880.  Mrs.  Cole,  who 
was  also  born  in  Pickins  District,  South  Carolina,  in  1828, 
passed  away  in  Texas  in  1913,  having  been  the  mother  of 
nine  children,  as  follows:  Dr.  William  F.,  of  this  review; 
Salina,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  W.  James,  a  prac- 
ticing physician  of  Cal  Allen,  Texas;  David  H.,  a  pros- 
perous merchant  and  farmer  of  Aline,  Texas-  Lucy,  who 
IS  deceased;  Edmond  M.,  a  well-known  cattleman  of 
Kent,  Texas;  Ida,  wlio  is  .loceas..(l;  ciau.lius.  who  is  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  l;iMiiiii-  ;it  K,-i,i,  Tcx.-is:  Burder,  a 
successful  farmer  of  Su,'.m;,i,).  Tex;,-:  ;,ii,|  Samuel,  of 
Lake  Charles,  Tcxn-.  wluir  he  .v  a  .,iu~|.,aMii>  farmer. 

William   F.   Cnl,    u;,.  rlrvcii   wuis  ul   at;c  when  he' ac- 

'■"i"l'''i '  '"-  I'  ' ''  '  '-  '"  Texas,  and  here  he  attended  the 

I'lil'li'  -.  I  ■  .  I-  i[  -I  I  Iv^nnville  and  Sherman.  Following 
tins  la-  Im.uii.  :  -in. I, lit  of  the  University  of  Nashville, 
Teuuc-sci-,  11  here  lie  » as  graduated  in  1882,  with  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  and  he  next  entered  George 
Washington  University,  at  Washington,  D.  C.  He  was 
graduated  from  that  noted  institution  in  1889,  and  at 
once  took  a  post-graduate  course  at  Georgetown  Uni- 
versity, succeeding  which  he  went  to  Europe  and  studied 
in  clinics  and  hospitals  in  London,  Paris,  Berlin  and 
Vienna,  from  1891  until  1893,  in  the  latter  year  return- 
ing to  the  United  States  and  establishing  himself  in 
practice  at  Waco.  Here  he  continued  in  active  practice 
as  a  specialist  in  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat 
until  1909,  when  he  was  generally  accounted  the  most 
eminent  and  successful  specialist  in  his  line  in  Central 
Texas.  Giving  up  his  practice  because  of  impaired 
health,  due  to  too  constant  devotion  to  the  duties  of  his 
callilrg,  he  n-ent  to  Brownsville,  iu  the  vicinity  of  which 
city  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  1912,  and  then 
again  started  practice,  at  Brownsville.  There  he  con- 
tinued until  January  24,  1914.  when  he  returned  to  Waco, 
and  here  he  has  i-ontinued  to  maintain  offices  at  No.  902 
Aiiiicaljle  Building.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  McLennan 
County  iledical  Society,  the  Texas  Central  Medical  So- 
ciety, the  Texas  State  Medical  Society  and  the  American 
Jledical  Association.  He  has  done  much  scientific  re- 
search work,  and  his  hobby  consists  of  inventions  along 
the  line  of  his  calling.  During  his  vacations  Doctor  Cole 
takes  frequent  trips  accompanied  by  rod  or  gun,  and 
seldom  returns  without  some  trophy  of  the  field  or  stream. 
In  political  matters  a  Democrat,  he  served  as  county- 
commissioner  of  Cameron  county  from  November,  1912, 
until  March,  1913,  although  he  has  not  cared  for  public 
ottice.  That  he  was  popular,  however,  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  the  voters  gave  him  355  ballots  to  5  for  his 
opponent.  Doctor  Cole  has  been  successful  in  a  business 
way,  and  is  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  valuable  land  in 
Cameron  county.  He  was  for  some  years  a  director  of 
the  old  Business  Men  's  Association.  Fraternally,  he  is 
connected  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  a  member  of 
Gurly  Lodge  of  Waco. 

Doctor  Cole  was  married  July  30,  1890,  at  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  to  Miss  Mary  Brennan,  whose  parents  were 
born  in  Ireland,  and  to  this  union  there  have  come  two 
children:  William,  who  is  deceased;  and  Frank  B.,  a 
student  at  Baylor  College. 

John  T.  Dollixs.  In  popular  government  the  tend- 
ency of  the  choice  of  the  people  falling  upon  men  best 
fitted  for  the  special  duties  of  the  particular  oflice  is  well 
illustrated  in  the  case  of  John  T.  DoUins,  who  is  now 
commissioner  of  the  police  and  fire  departments,  of 
water  and  lights,  in  the  city  government  of  Waco.  Mr. 
Dollins  has  been  an  active  business  man  at  Waco  for 
many  years,  was  a  patrolman  and  for  eight  years  chief  of 
the  police  department,  and  the  people  of  the  city  recog- 
nize  that   there   is   no   better   equipped   member   of   the 
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community  for  supervising  and  looking  after  the  impor- 
tant duties  lodged  in  this  department  of  muuicifial  af- 
fairs. 

John  T.  Dollins  was  born  in  Boyle  county,  Kentucky, 
December  8,  1863,  a  son  of  Reuben  H.  and  Mary  C. 
(Springer)  Dollins.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  Lin- 
coln county,  Kentucky,  in  1826,  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  moved  to  Texas,  arriving  in  this  state 
March  7,  1878,  and  lived  here  the  remamder  of  his  days 
untU  his  death,  April  15,  1901.  The  mother  was  born 
in  Mercer  county,  Kentucky,  in  1830,  and  died  m  1892. 
Their  eight  children  were  named  as  follows:  Susie  W., 
Stella  M.,  Jennie  E.,  John  T.,  Annie  B.,  Dudley  E.,  and 
two  that  died  in  infancy. 

John  T.  Dollins  was  about  fifteen  years  old  when  the 
family  moved  to  Texas.  Up  to  that  time  he  had  attended 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  state,  and  throughout  the 
period  of  his  residence  in  Texas  his  career  has  been  an 
active  one  in  vigorous  pursuit  for  the  means  of  his  own 
success  and  in  work  of  public  service.  His  first  eight 
years  were  spent  as  a  farm  worker,  and  in  1887  he 
moved  to  Waco  and  after  six  months'  experience  in  a 
butcher  shop  opened  an  establishment  of  his  own  in 
that  line.  He  continued  to  sell  meats  to  the  local  trade 
from  1887  to  189i  and  then  took  a  place  on  the  local 
police  department,  spent  four  years  in  the  ranks,  and 
for  eight  years  was  chief  of  the  department.  Since  re- 
signing in  1906,  Mr.  Dollins  has  given  his  active  attention 
to  his  large  retail  meat  business,  and  is  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful business  men  of  Waco. 

Mr.  Dollins  married  Annie  E.  Seawell,  a  daughter  of 
B.  A.  Seawell,  a  carpenter  of  Waco.  They  were  mar- 
ried December  S,  1891,  and  four  children  were  born  to 
them,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  only  survivor 
is  Dudley  A.  Mr.  Dollins  has  long  taken  an  active  part 
in  the  McLennan  County  Democracy,  is  a  member  of  the 
Waco  Commercial  Club,  the  Young  Men's  Business 
League,  and  belongs  to  the  Methodist  church.  He  owns 
his  comfortable  residence  at  1902  Barnard  street.  Mr. 
Dollins  takes  a  just  pride  in  a  capable,  efficient  and  com- 
petent administration  of  the  department  of  public  service 
entrusted  to  his  care  and  devotes  almost  as  much  atten- 
tion to  his  official  duties  as  to  his  private  business  and 
his  home  and  famUy. 

E.  L.  Eandolph.  The  record  of  E.  L.  Randolph, 
sheriff  of  Wichita  county,  is  that  of  a  man  who  has  by 
his  own  unaided  efforts  worked  his  way  upward  to  a 
position  of  independence  in  material  things  and  promi- 
nence in  public  life.  His  career  has  been  one  of  industry 
and  perseverance  and  the  systematic  and  honorable  busi- 
ness methods  which  he  has  followed  have  won  him  the 
support  and  confidence  of  many.  His  election  to  the 
office  of  sheriff,  in  1912,  by  the  largest  majority  ever 
given  to  a  candidate  tor  that  office  in  Wichita  county,  is 
a  high  tribute  to  his  personal  worth  and  popularity.  Mr. 
Randolph  was  born  at  Xashville,  Tennessee,  October  15, 
1857,   and   is   a   son   of   John   H.   and   Harriet    (Davis) 


John  H.  Eandolph  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and  m 
young  manhood  went  to  Missouri,  where  he  met  and  mar- 
ried Harriet  Davis,  a  native  of  Calloway  county,  that 
State.  Subsequently,  they  returned  to  Tennessee,  but  in 
March,  1877,  came'  to  Texas,  settling  at  Graham,  in 
Young  county.  In  his  native  State,  Mr.  Randolph  had 
been  engaged  in  farming,  and  on  locating  in  Texas 
took  up  ranching  as  a  vocation  and  was  engaged  therein 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  accumulated 
considerable  city  property,  was  successful  in  his  ven- 
tures, and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1901,  when  seven- 
ty-two years  of  age,  was  known  as  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  his  community.  During  the  war  between 
the  North  and  the  South  he  served  as  captain  of  a 
company  of  Tennessee  volunteer  infantry,  in  the  Con- 
federate army.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1895,  at 
Graham,  being  sixty  years  of   age,   and  the  mother  of 


five   sons   and  two   daughters,   of  whom   E.   L.   was   the 
fourth  in  line  of  birth. 

E.  L.  Eandolph  secured  common  school  advantages, 
and  on  coming  to  Texas,  as  a  youth  of  twenty  years, 
engaged  in  freighting.  In  the  fall  of  1878,  he  was  ap- 
pointed deputy  to  the  sheriff  of  Y'oung  county,  and  when 
his  superior  officer  was  killed  in  a  desperate  battle  with 
an  outlaw,  he  was  elected  constable,  an  office  which  he 
held  for  four  years.  Succeeding  this,  he  resigned  his 
office  and  embarked  in  the  cattle  business  in  which  he 
was  engaged  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  in  , 
1899,  coming  to  Wichita  Falls.  Here  Mr.  Eandolph  Vie- 
came  interested  in  farming  ventures,  in  which  he  has 
been  engaged  to  the  present  time.  He  was  elected  con- 
stable of  the  county  in  1904,  and  four  years  later  was 
elected  sheriff,  to  which  office  he  has  since  been  re- 
elected, as  before  mentioned.  In  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  his  responsible  office,  he  has  ever  displayed 
courage  of  the  highest  order,  and  a  conscientious  de- 
votion to  the  tasks  devolving  upon  him  that  has  won 
him  the  respect  of  the  law-abiding  people  of  his  county 
and  the  wholesome  fear  of  the  criminal  class.  He  has 
always  been  a  supporter  of  democratic  principles.  Sheriff 
Eandolph  is  a  member  of  the  local  lodge  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  has  numerous  friends 
therein,  as  he  has  in  business  and  political  circles  of 
this  part  of  the  State. 

In  1892,  Mr.  Randolph  was  married  at  Wichita  Falls 
to  Mrs.  M.  E.  (Davis)  Williams,  and  to  this  union  there 
have  been  born  two  children:  Sudie,  born  at  Wichita 
Falls,  in  1894,  a  graduate  of  the  Wichita  Falls  High 
School;  and  Mrs.  Nellie  Wyatt,  born  in  October,  1895, 
who  resides  in  this  city. 

Joseph  Ramsey  Ferrell,  M.  D.  A  number  of  the 
most  talented  and  learned  members  of  the  Texas  medical 
fraternity  have  devoted  their  attentions  to  specializing, 
believing  that  in  this  manner  they  are  better  able  to  ac- 
complish a  greater  measure  of  good  than  in  the  line  of 
general  practice.  Among  the  foremost  is  found  Joseph 
Ramsey  Ferrell,  M.  D.,  widely  and  favorably  known  as 
a  specialist  in  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat, 
who  for  more  than  twenty  years  has  been  located  in 
practice  in  Waco,  where  he  now  has  offices  at  No.  49  and 
50  Peerless  Building.  Doctor  Ferrell  was  born  in  Ten- 
nessee, December  2,  1860,  and  is  a  son  of  Jesse  R.  and 


Lucy  (Ramsey)  Fe 
Cannon  count  v.  T.  ii 
ily  in  1883  ;in  i  - 
a  nurseryman.  ;  i  - 
and  reliable  i  n  i,  i  m 


His  father,  born  in  1834, 
iir--r,  .  ,,ime  to  Texas  with  his  fam- 
I  .1  the  remainder  of  his  life  as 
J  :i\  in  1891.  He  was  a  good 
i,.|i  -tiious  in  his  labors  and  thor- 
oughly progressive  in  his  citizenship,  and  won  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  came  into  con- 
tact by  reason  of  his  many  admirable  traits  of  character. 
He  married  (first)  Lucy  Ramsey,  who  was  born  in  1836, 
in  Washington  county,  Tennessee,  and  died  in  1862,  the 
mother  of  two  children:  Jesse  and  Joseph  Ramsey.  Mr. 
Ferrell  married  (second)  Mrs.  Deater,  a  widow  of  Leb- 
anon, Tennessee,  who  passed  away  in  1896. 

The  public  schools  of  his  native  locality  furnished 
Doctor  Ferrell  with  his  preliminary  educational  train- 
ing, and  he  early  displayed  a  predilection  for  a  profes- 
sional career.  AccordiiiLrlv,  lie  entered  Vanderbilt  Uni- 
versity, at  Nashville.  Tenn,— ee,  :iinl  subsequently  be- 
came'a  student  in  the  rmvei-itv  ,,t  Tennessee,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  ISs-  "itli  the  .U-gree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine.  In  that  year  he  embarked  in  practice  m  Bed- 
ford county,  Tennessee,  where  he  remained  one  and  one- 
half  years",  and  following  this  spent  eight  months  at 
Nashville,  with  Dr.  J.  G.  St.  Clair,  in  specializing  in  dis- 
eases of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat.  He  next  took  a 
post-graduate  course  of  four  months  in  New  York  City, 
and  this  was  followed  by  four  months  in  Vienna,  and 
upon  his  return  to  the  United  States  he  located  in  Waco, 
where  he  has  since  remained.  He  is  in  the  enjoyment 
of  an  excellent  practice,   attracted  to  him  by  his  skill. 
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learning  and  sympathy,  and  since  1907  has  been  exam- 
ining physician  for  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Kail- 
way,  and  has  held  a  lilje  position  for  the  St.  Louis  & 
Southwestern  Railway  since  1912.  In  the  latter  year  he 
was  elected  to  the  position  of  general  inspector  of  the 
school  children  of  \\  aco  for  the  Board  of  Education,  the 
pupils  being  examined  twice  annually.  Doctor  Ferrell 
has  never  ceased  to  be  a  student  and  generally  takes  his 
vacations  in  trips  to  New  York  for  post-graduate  courses, 
when  he  is  accompanied  by  his  wife.  He  is  a  valued 
member  of  the  various  organizations  of  his  calling,  and 
his  strict  adherence  to  professional  ethics  have  given  him 
established  standing  among  his  fellow-practioners  in  the 
state.  Fraternally,  he  is  connected  with  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World,  and  he  was  also  a  member  of  the  Waco 
Light  Infantry  for  four  years.  In  a  business  way  he 
has  been  successful,  and  at  this  time  he  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  Lumbermen 's  Security  and  Trust  Company  of 
Waco  and  owns  several  pieces  of  real  estate  in  this  city. 
Progressive  in  all  things,  he  has  given  his  support  to 
the  new  political  party  of  that  name  since  its  organi- 
zation in  1912.  With  Mrs.  Ferrell,  he  attends  the  Chris- 
tian church. 

On  April  2,  1893,  Doctor  Ferrell  was  married  at  Car- 
lisle, Kentucky,  to  Miss  Marie  Fisher.  They  have  no 
children. 

Francis  M.  Maxwell.  Among  the  strong  and  able 
members  of  the  McLennan  county  bar,  one  who  has  won 
merited  distinction  in  the  tield  of  civil  law  is  Francis 
M.  Maxwell,  who  for  twenty  years  has  been  located  in 
practice  at  Waco.  Tlie  predilection  which  he  manifested 
at  an  early  age  for  :i  |iiot'r^^i.iiial  career  seems  to  have 
had  a  good  basis  in  In-  iiitni:!  icndencies  and  abilities, 
for  in  the  calling  tn  \\hirli  I,,  li;i<  devoted  his  life  he  has 
won  substantial  success  and  his  position  among  the  lead- 
ing legists  of  his  adopted  city  is  tirmly  established.  Mr. 
Maxwell  was  born  in  Coosa  county,  Alabama,  March  4, 
1861,  and  is  a  sou  of  Francis  M.  and  Alabama  R.  (Jor- 
dan) Maxwell.  His  father  was  born  in  Elbert  county, 
Georgia,  in  1826,  and  was  a  farmer  and  planter  through- 
out his  life,  passing  away  in  1891  as  one  of  the  substan- 
tial men  of  his  community.  The  mother,  who  was  born 
in  Coosa  county,  Alabama,  in  1835,  still  survives  and 
makes  her  home  at  Waco.  There  were  twelve  children  in 
the  family,  namely:  Reuben,  who  is  deceased;  Annie; 
Willie  E. ;  Francis  M.;  Eugene;  Thomas,  Mary  and  Ora, 
who  are  all  deceased ;  Cecil  K.  and  Charles  M.,  twins ; 
Otis  A.  and  Sidney  T. 

Francis  M.  Maxwell  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Coosa  county,  Alabama,  which  he  at- 
tended until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  and  early  de- 
veloped a  strong  desire  for  a  professional  career.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  began  to  read  law  in  the  offices  and  under 
the  preceptorship  of  Col.  W.  D.  Bulger,  at  Dadeville, 
Alabama,  and  at  that  place  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1884.  After  spending  eighteen  months  there  he  removed 
to  Waxahachie,  Texas,  where  he  spent  eight  years,  and 
while  there  acted  for  two  years  as  i  omity  attorney  of 
Ellis  county.  On  leaving  W'axahacluo  lir  w'u:  to  Port- 
land, Oregon,  where  he  remained  tw(.  year-:,  .unl  in  1895 
came  to  Waco,  which  city  has  continued  to  be  liis  field 
of  practice.  He  has  confined  himself  to  a  general  prac- 
tice of  civil  law,  and  has  been  very  successful  in  this  de- 
partment, at  all  times  displaying  a  comprehensive  knowl- 
edge of  law  and  unfaltering  fidelity  to  the  interests  of 
his  clients.  He  maintains  offices  at  No.  403  Amicable 
Building.  Mr.  Maxwell  belongs  to  the  various  organiza- 
tions of  his  profession,  and  devotes  much  time  to  study, 
being  thoroughly  devoted  to  his  vocation. 

On  June  6,  1902,  at  the  home  of  his  bride,  in  Fayette 
county,  Texas,  Mr.  Maxwell  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy 
Drisdale,  daughter  of  William  E.  and  Judith  (Matthews) 
Drisdale,  and  four  children  have  been  born  to  this  union: 
Edith,  Edward  D.,  Eunice  and  Francis  M.,  Jr. 


Robert  Sherman  Vaughan.  Among  the  jironiinent 
business  men  of  Waco,  Texas,  may  )»•  m.  ii  :>,ii,.!  ilio 
name  of  Robert  Sherman  Vaughan,  wlm  i-  ;  ■  ,       ,,1 

manager  of  the  McLennan  County  Al.-!  i  '  ii  v. 
Mr.  Vaughan  has  spent  practically  the  \\\i.,],  ,  r  !,,  i  io 
within  tlir  l.,.iiihl:,ii,.s  nf  tlie  state  of  Tcxa>  and  is  uell 
l>nn\Mi  airl  1m;^1i1\  i.-|MTird  as  :i  business  man  throughout 
til''  -tatr.  Ilr  ha-  .lav. a,., I  lanrh  of  his  life  to  the  wairk 
ui  wliK  li  la.  1^  a..\v  aayayad  and  there  is  no  nuin  in  this 
section  who  is  more  thoroughly  capable  of  holding  the 
position  which  Mr.  Vaughan  now  occupies. 

Robert  Sherman  Vaughan  was  born  in  McMinn  county, 
Tennessee,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1864,  the  son  of  Rob- 
ert Y.  and  Martha  A.  (Tripplett)  Vaughan,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Tennessee.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  Robert  S.  Vaughan  was  a  native  of  Virginia  and  came 
to  Tennessee  about  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
He  became  register  of  deeds  for  McMinn  county  and  in 
other  ways  was  prominently  identified  with  the  public 
affairs  of  this  section  of  Tennessee.  Robert  S.  Vaughan 's 
maternal  grandfather  was  Joel  Tripplett  and  he  died  in 
1877  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.  Robert  Y.  Vaughan 
left  his  native  state  in  1857  and  came  to  Hayes  county, 
Texas,  where  he  became  in  time  a  large  stockman  and 
laud  owner,  .it  the  outoreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  returned 
to  Tennessee  and  entered  the  engineering  corps  in  the 
Federal  army.  He  served  in  this  department  of  the  army 
throughout  the  war,  his  entire  service  being  in  the  state 
of  Tennessee.  He  remained  in  this  state  after  the  close 
of  the  war  until  1877,  when  he  again  came  to  Texas  and 
settled  in  Grayson  county,  later  moving  to  Bosque  county. 
It  was  in  1880  that  he  came  to  McLennan  county  and 
here  he  lived  for  many  years,  widely  known  and  highly 
respected.  He  always  took  a  prominent  part  in  local  af- 
fairs, both  political  and  civic,  and  his  death  on  January 
12,  1912,  was  a  serious  h.-s  t..  the  \  illage  of  West,  where 
he  was  then  living.  Ha  \\  a-  aiyliiv ciolit  years  of  age. 
His  wife  was  born  in  ls:a;  aa.l  .la. I  m  1893,  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  eight  nf  ivlaaa  an-  living.  Those  de- 
ceased are  Thomas  and  Sallie  J.,  who  was  the  wife  of 
E.  W.  Neilson.  The  living  children  are  John  M.,  Joe 
M.,  Robert  S.,  Iradell  Tennie,  Flora,  the  wife  of  H.  V. 
Aderhold,  Mary,  the  wife  of  T.  B.  Terry,  Barsha,  who 
married  R.  E.  Cook,  and  Mattie,  who  became  the  wife  of 
W.  J.  McFarlen. 

Robert  Sherman  Vaughan  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  West,  being  an  attendant  at  the 
high   school   of  the   village.      He   came   to   W-jm    ia    IssS 

and  there  engaged  in  the  abstrai-t  liusinas-,  I.,  iai;  i>f 

the  first  to  compile  the  abstracts  uf  pr(i|i.  rty  in  .M.l.au- 
nan  county.  He  w.as  appointed  deputy  county  clerk 
shortly  after  taking  up  his  residence  in  Waco,  and  was 
reappointed  at  'different  tiuu^s,  his  term  of  office  covering 
in  all  a  space  of  fourteen  years.  He  was  in  charge  of 
a  court  department  during  this  time  and  in  the  course 
of  his  duties  in  this  line  he  became  fairly  well  acquainted 
with  the  law  in  the  matters  under  his  charge  and  by 
making  it  a  special  study  he  was  an  expert  in  this  line 
when  he  resigned  from  this  office.  During  1900  and 
1901  he  was  traveling  inspector  for  the  American  Free- 
hold Land  Mortgage  Company,  and  carried  out  the  duties 
of  his  office  so  successfully  that  he  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  officials  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company,  in  consequence  of  which  he  was  appointed 
claim  agent  for  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
in  the  state  of  Texas.  He  held  this  position  from  1903 
until  August,  1912,  when  he  came  to  Waco  to  become 
manager  of  the  McLennan  County  Abstract  Comjiany, 
resigning  from  his  former  position.  This  abstract  com- 
pany has  compiled  the  fine  book  of  abstracts  of  the 
county  which  are  now  in  use. 

Mr.  Vaughan  was  married  on  the  6th  of  December, 
1903,  to  Miss  Corinne  Foreman,  a  daughter  of  the  late 
W.  Z.  Foreman,  of  Waco,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Dorothy. 
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J.  H.  Sturgis.  The  city  of  Waco  since  its  very  begin- 
ning has  had  no  more  influential  nor  beneficent  civic 
factor  than  those  furnisheJ  by  the  Sturgis  family.  That 
a  community  should  be  what  it  is  largely  as  a  result  of 
one  man's  or  one  familv's  life  of  activity  is  perhaps  the 
highest  possible  tribute  that  can  be  paid  to  human  enter- 
prise. None  would  dispute  that  the  city  of  Waco,  espe- 
cially during  its  earlier  years,  was  deeply  impressed  with 
the  character  and  influence  of  the  late  Edwin  A.  Sturgis, 
as  in  later  years  the  city  has  also  had  among  its  most 
progressive  citizens  the  son  of  this  pioneer  business 
builder  and  civic  leader. 

James  Henry  Sturgis,  who  has  been  actively  identified 
with  business  affairs  in  Waco  for  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  was  born  in  this  city  January  26,  1867,  a 
son  of  the  late  Edwin  Anson  and  Eosalie  P.  (White) 
Sturgis.  The  father  was  born  in  Maryland  and  the 
mother  in  Virginia.  James  Sturgis,  the  paternal  grand- 
father, moved  from  Maryland  to  Hillsboro,  Texas,  during 
the  early  fifties.  The  late  Edwin  A.  Sturgis  attained  his 
education  and  was  reared  in  Maryland,  whence  he  ac- 
companied the  family  to  Arkansas  and  subsequently  to 
Hillsboro.  He  became  a  citizen  of  Waco  in  1859,  a  year 
which  practically  marks  the  beginning  of  growth  and 
business  enterprise  in  that  town.  He  was  married  in 
Texas,  and  brought  his  bride  to  Waco,  and  began  his 
career  there  as  a  general  merchant.  He  had  all  the 
qualities  of  a  successful  business  man  and  at  the  same 
time  was  a  civic  leader,  whose  name  and  support  were 
considered  necessary  to  the  success  of  every  general 
movement  for  the  upbuilding  or  welfare  of  a  community. 
He  was  also  frequently  honored  with  the  conspicuous 
oflSces  at  the  gift  of  the  community.  He  served  as  one 
of  the  first  Mayors  of  Waco.  Nearly  all  the  early  public 
schools  were  built  under  his  supervision,  and  on  his  own 
account  he  organized  a  fire  protection  service,  an  almost 
unique  example  of  civic  service,  since  the  matter  of  fire 
protection  rests  more  inimedately  upon  community  co- 
operation than  almost  any  other  public  necessity.  He 
was  also  the  originator  of  the  beautiful  Oakwood  Cem- 
etery, and  was  the  active  spirit  in  a.  number  of  less  im- 
portant enterprises.  His  death  occurred  in  1895  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three  years,  axter  a  life  of  long  and  honored 
usefulness.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1882  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight.  Of  their  children,  besides  James  H.  the 
following  survive:  Edwin  A.,  Jr.,  of  Waco;  Littleton; 
Eowena  S.,  wife  of  A.  B.  Cowan  of  Waco;  and  John  N. 
of  Lexington,  Missouri. 

Mr.  James  H.  Sturgis  received  his  early  education  in 
a  private  school  at  Waco,  and  subsequently  studied  in 
Baylor  University  of  this  city,  and  from  here  went  east 
and  matriculated  in  the  Washington  &  Lee  University  at 
Lexington,  Virginia.  He  was  graduated  from  this  old 
institution  in  1886,  and  soon  afterwards  returned  to  his 
home  in  Waco,  where  his  residence  and  business  activity 
have  since  been  centered.  He  engaged  in  the  fire  insur- 
ance business,  and  also  for  some  time  was  general  book- 
keeper in  the  Provident  National  Bank  at  Waco.  Since 
1906  lii-^  riitirr  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  real  estate 
loan  liiisiiH---,,  :iim|  he  has  a  large  record  of  important 
transait  Mills  .nnl  :i  steady  patronage  through  these  ave- 
nues of  r iiinrial  practice. 

Mr.  Sturgis  in  1SS7  married  Miss  Jenni.'  \V.  Mri'niinli. 
whose  death  occurred  in  1899.  The  one  ilimulitci  of  t'n  n 
marriage  is  named  Eowena.  The  ]ircs.iit  Mi-.  >'h'u  < 
was  before  her  marriage  Miss  Lulu  Ciiiiull  of  '^\''["- 
Their  three  children  are  James  H..  Jr.,  Carroll  White 
and  Anna  Elizabeth.     Mr.  Sturgis  is  a  memlier  of   the 

y.  it.  B.  L. 

James  S.  Kone.  A  prominent  attorney  at  Denison 
since  1897,  Mr.  Kone  has  enjoyed  a  large  private  prac- 
tice, and  has  served  several  years  in  the  otfice  of  city 
attorney. 

Mr.  Kone,  who  was  born  July  24,  1S74,  at  Chetopa, 
is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  the  only  one  of 


his  immediate  family  in  the  state  of  Texas.  His  parents 
were  O.  B.  and  Nora  S.  (Standifer)  Kone.  His  mother 
was  a  sister  of  I.  M.  Standifer,. one  of  the  noted  political 
leaders  of  Texas.  She  was  related  to  the  family  of  Mad 
Anthony  Wayne,  of  Eevolutionary  and  Indian  war 
fame.  The  father  was  born  in  Maryland  and  the 
mother  in  Jlississippi.  The  former  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Confederate  army,  and  was  all  through  the  war 
and  fought  in  many  of  the  best  known  battles.  Later 
he  was  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  had  previously  represented  as  traveling 
salesman  a  wholesale  house  in  St.  Louis.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  January,  1913,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in 
1883.  There  were  three  children  in  the  family  of  the 
■parentsj  and  the  Denison  lawyer  was  second  in  order  of 
birth. 

He  grew  up  in  Denison,  attended  the  public  schools 
there,  later  was  a  student  in  the  Agricultural  and  Me- 
chanical College  of  Bryan,  and  studied  law  with  the 
firm  of  Standifer  &  Epstein  of  Denison.  With  his  ad- 
mission to  the  bar  in  1897  he  began  active  practice,  and 
has  since  built  up  a  large  clientage  in  Grayson  county. 
In  1902  he  was  elected  city  attorney,  an  oflice  which  he 
held  for  two  years.  In  1905,  he  was  appointed  to  fill 
out  an  unexpired  term  in  the  same  position,  and  again 
in  1911  the  city  council  appointed  him  city  attorney, 
and  he  performed  the  duties  of  that  ofiSce  until  April, 
1913. 

In  political  affairs  Mr.  Kone  has  been  a  worker  for 
the  Democratic  party  since  attaining  his  majority.  He  is 
affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  On  June  7,  1905, 
at  Sherman,  he  married  Miss  May  Evans,  a  daughter  of 
J.  F.  and  Lizzie  Evans.  Her  father  is  in  the  real  estate 
business  in  Sherman.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kone  have  one 
child,  James  S.,  Jr.,  seventeen  months  old  at  this  writ- 
ing. Mr.  Kone  is  a  lover  of  fishing  and  hunting  and 
spends  his  vacations  as  a  rule  in  pursuit  of  those  sports. 
His  home  is  at  819  West  Gandy  Street,  and  his  oflSce  in 
the  Security  Building  in  Denison. 


John  Wesley  Downs.  A  soldier,  planter,  journalist, 
Major  Downs  has  had  a  long  and  active  career  in  central 
Texas,  and  is  one  of  the  most  eminent  citizens  of  Waco. 
Waco  has  been  his  home  for  nearly  sixty  years,  and  he 
is  probably  the  oldest  living  resident  in  point  of  years 
of  this  splendid  city  of  central  Texas.  He  is  one  of  the 
few  men  now  living  who  have  witnessed  its  growth  from 
a  pioneer  community  on  the  banks  of  the  Brazos  Eiver, 
until  it  has  now  become  a  center  of  many  railroads  and 
great  commercial,  educational  and  civic  enterprise. 

John  Weslev  Downs  was  born  at  Mount  Hope,  Ala- 
bama, November  15,  1838,  a  son  of  William  W.  and 
Henrietta  (Sparks)  Downs.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
North  Carolina  and  his  mother  of  Georgia.  They  moved 
to  Alabama  in  1820,  and  in  1854  brought  their  family  to 
Texas,  coming  up  into  what  was  then  the  frontier  border 
and  locating  at  Waco.  For  many  years  his  father  was 
the  proprietor  of  tho  Inrsost  general  merchandise  store 
in  that  town,  and  al-o  roihlmroil  :i  Ma.-ksmith  shop,  and 
was  a  leader  amony  linsiii,-s  mni  mnl  citizens  of  this  lo- 
calitv.  He  was  a  stronu  iiiiiii.  li.ol  tlio  ,|ua]ity  of  true 
Icad.Msliip,  aii.l  it  «as  natural  tliat  many  followed  his 
.xamiil.'  ii'npliritlv.  «ith  rom|ilrt,.  r..nliilrn.-e  of  the  sue- 
,a-s  of  aiiv  iin.lmtakina-  to  ivhi.li  lio  put  bis  hand.  He 
aiTumiilatcd  a  laryc  amounr  of  ].rn|icity.  and  lived  to 
eniov  its  income  and  the  general  esteem  paid  him  by  all 
wlio'knew  his  life.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  attained 
the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  they  reared  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  among  whom  Major  Downs  was  the 
seventh,  and  he  is  one  of  the  three  now  living. 

Eighteen  months  after  the  family  moved  to  Waco,  John 
Wesley  Downs,  in  company  with  L.  S.  Boss,  who  subse- 
quently became  noted  as  a  general  and  as  governor  of 
Texas,  set  out  on  horseback  and  made  the  trip  across 
the  country  through  rough  and  uncertain  ways  to  Flor- 
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ence,  Alabama,  where  both  these  young  Texans  entered 
college  and  pursued  four  years  of  instruction  in  the 
Weslevan  University.  Major  Downs  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  "July,  1860,  and  returned  home  to 
Waco  for  a  short  time  before  the  troubles  of  Civil  war 
devastated  the  country.  During  this  brief  interim,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  S.  C.  Downs 
Brother  &  Company.  The  father  devoted  his  time  to 
other  pursuits,  such  as  the  supervision  of  his  plantation 
and  large  other  enterprises,  while  the  sons  had  active 
management  of  the  store.  Only  a  few  months  were  al- 
lowed for  this  quiet  mercantile  enterprise,  and  then  the 
war  was  precipitated  and  every  civil  condition  and  rela- 
tion and  occupation  disturbed  and  thrown  into  confusion 
in  which  it  remained  for  four  years.  Major  Downs  re- 
signed his  home  business  interests  to  his  father,  joined 
an  independent  company,  and  from  OctoluM-.  ^^>^^2.  L;avo 
two  years  of  faithful  and  efficient  servii-o  tn  tln'  I'miiVd- 
eracy.  In  -the  engagements  at  Corinth.  M  i-~i--!|i|ii.  in 
the  famous  charge  at  Battery  Eobenet,  Iv  was  wiMnnled 
in  the  groin,  and  so  disabled  that  he  was  soon  afterwards 
discharged.  However,  he  was  appointed  under  the  Con- 
federate government  to  office  as  an  assessor  and  tax  col- 
lector, and  in  this  way  continued  his  service  in  behalf 
of  the  South  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Upon  his  return  home.  Major  Downs  received  from  his 
father  a  gift  of  three  thousand  acres  of  land.  As  this 
relieved  him  from  the  necessities  of  close  attention  to 
business  and  the  hard  work  of  providing  for  the  necessi- 
ties of  living,  he  was  somewhat  free  to  give  his  time  to 
the  satisfaction  of  his  literary  inclinations  and  tastes. 
He  therefore  established  at  Waco  the  leading  Democratic 
paper  in  north  Texas  for  many  years,  the  Waco  Examiner, 
which  in  time  became  the  official  organ  of  the  party  in 
this  section  of  the  state,  and  one  of  the  most  influential 
newspaper  organs,  especially  among  stockmen  and  farm- 
ers, in  the  entire  southwest,  and  the  official  paper  of  the 
Stockmen's  Association.  The  Waco  Ejtaiiiiiier.  both  as 
a  business  enterprise  and  as  a  great  journal,  must  always 
be  considered  a  monument  to  the  best  years  of  Major 
Downs '  career,  since  for  thirty  years  he  was  proprietor 
and  active  manager  of  the  Examiner.  The  wounds  in- 
flicted during  the  Civil  war  eventually  compelled  him  to 
retire  from  the  desk  as  manager  of  this  publication,  and 
he  gave  up  active  newspaper  work  in  1903.  Since  then, 
so  far  as  he  has  been  able,  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  the 
management  of  his  plantation  and  farm,  but  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  is  living  practically  a  retired  life  in  his  home  in 
Waco.  Major  Downs  some  forty  years  ago  acquired  much 
note  in  political  and  agrarian  circles  of  Texas  as  the  of- 
ficial organizer  for  the  State  Grange.  Major  Downs 
married  Miss  Fannie  L.  Sparks,  a  daughter  of  C.  A.  and 
H.  (McCann)  Sparks,  of  Waco.  Their  children  are  John 
Wesley,  Latham  and  Grace,  all  of  Waco. 

Daniel  Austin  Kellev.  Forty  years  of  active  prac- 
tice have  constituted  Mr.  Kelley  not  only  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  the  Waco  bar,  but  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
esteemed  representatives  of  the  legal  profession  in  the 
state  of  Texas.  Mr.  Kelley  was  not  only  one  of  the  early 
lawyers,  but  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  present  city 
of  Waco,  which  he  has  witnessed  developed  from  a  small 
town,  before  the  days  of  the  railroads.  He  has  always 
enjoyed  a  high  prestige  and  influence  as  a  lawyer,  for 
many  years  has  had  his  choice  of  the  better  class  of  legal 
business,  and  at  the  same  time  has  exercised  a  public- 
spirited  and  worthy  influence  in  the  life  and  affairs  of 
his  community  and  state. 

Daniel  Austin  Kelley  is  a  native  of  Wharton,  Texas, 
and  his  parents  were  John  and  Anna  (Moore)  Kelley, 
natives  of  Georgia.  The  parents  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  south  Texas,  locating  at  Wharton  in  1846. 
Subsequently,  when  their  son  Daniel  Austin  was  a  small 
boy,  they  moved  into  Grimes  county,  where  the  parents 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Daniel  A.  Kelley  at- 
tained his  education   largely  from  private  schools,   and 


subsequently  entered  the  University  of  Virginia  at  Char- 
lottsvUle,  where  he  studied  law  and  was  graduated  B.  L. 
in  ]8il.  Fresh  from  college  and  witli  all  th.'  ideas  and 
ardor  of  the  novitiate  in  law,  he  came  back  from  tlie 
east  and  chose  the  town  of  Waco  as  the  s.-cne  for  his 
practice  and  achie%-ements.  It  has  been  his  fortune  in 
subsequent  years  to  cap  the  aspirations  of  that  earlv 
period  with  much  distinctive  and  creditable  achieve- 
ments. Waco  when  he  first  located  there  was  a  town  of 
thirty-five  hundred  people,  and  its  chief  landmarks  in 
those  days  were  the  old  suspension  bridge  across  the 
Brazos  river  and  the  McClelland  Hotel.  Practically  everv 
change  in  the  town  and  every  improvement  which  has 
marked  the  subsequent  history  of  this  locality,  Mr.  Kel- 
ley has  witnessed,  and  as  a"  good  citizen  has  done  his 
most  to  promote.  Mr.  Kelley  has  during  his  many  years 
of  practice  at  Waco  given  very  limited  attention  to 
criminal  law,  and  has  confined  himself  largely  to  civil 
practice  and  eoun.sel,  and  it  is  in  this  field  of  jurispru- 
dence that  his  special  a.-hievenients  have  been.     He  has 

also  served  ,-is  >|m.     j   , ,y  and  district  judge. 

In   1S74   Ml.  ,1  .;]    Miss  Georgia   Townsend. 

and  theohildr.  ,    ,,i     , i  irige  were  .John  T.  of  Waco; 

James  T.  of  r,r;;in;  :iii.i  |i:niiel  A.  of  Brown  countv. 
Mrs.  Kelley,  the  motlier  uf  these  children,  passed  awav 
in  1902.  Mr.  Kelley  afterward  married  Miss  Anna  Wes"t 
of  Waco. 

Bernh.\rd  H.  Schroeder.  One  of  the  enterprising  and 
progressive  business  men  of  Waco,  Bernhard  H.  Schroe- 
der, is  one  of  those  for  whom  this  countrv  is  indebted 
to  Holland.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  the  United 
States  only  since  1908,  but  during  the  six  years  that 
have  elapsed  he  has  risen  to  a  high  place  in  business  cir- 
cles, and  today  holds  distinct  prestige  in  Waco  as  treas- 
urer of  the  Banker 's  Trust  Company.  Mr.  Schroeder  was 
born  in  Holland,  June  5,  186.5,  and  is  a  son  of  John  H. 
and  Sophia  Schroeder.  The  father,  who  passed  his  life 
in  his  native  country,  was  a  merchant  by  vocation,  and 
died  in  1901,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  while  the 
mother  passed  away  in  1899,  when"  fifty-one  years  of  aae. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children :  Bernhard  H. ; 
Herman,  who  is  deceased;  and  Alfred. 

Bernhard  H.  Schroeder  attended  the  schools  of  his 
native  land  until  reaching  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
and  at  that  time  became  a  correspondence  clerk,  "a  ca- 
pacity in  which  he  acteu  from  1SS3  to  1S86.  In  the  lat- 
ter year  he  was  made  manager  of  a  colonial  banking 
company  in  Holland,  occupying  that  position  until  189.5, 
when  he  accepted  the  office  of  manager  for  an  industrial 
concern,  and  from  that  time  forward  until  1908  filled 
similar  positions.  During  this  ]ieriod  he  had  for  seven- 
teen years  served  as  consul  from  Japan  to  Holland,  with 
headquarters  at  Amsterdam.  He  still  retains,  and  on 
occasions  wears,  a  decoration  presented  to  him  by  the 
Emperor  of  Japan  as  an  appreciation  of  his  excellent 
services  in  that  capacity.  Mr.  Schroeder  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1908  and  settled  at  ..  aco,  in  the  vicinity 
of  which  city  he  was  engaged  in  prospecting  for  some- 
thing more  than  a  year.  In  1910  he  founded  "the  Central 
Texas  Loan  and  Investment  Company,  of  West  McLen- 
nan county,  with  a  capital  of  $25,000,  and  in  1911  this 
capital  was  increased  to  $100,000.  In  1913  the  companv  's 
business  was  assumed  by  the  Bankers'  Trust  Company"  of 
Waco,  and  Mr.  Schroeder  was  made  treasurer,  a  position 
which  he  has  continued  to  hold.  Mr.  Schroeder  is  widely 
known  in  financial  circles  of  Central  Texas,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  being  a  member  of  the  directing  board  of  the 
Bankers'  Trust  Company,  is  a  stockholder  in  the  South- 
ern Traction  Company  and  the  National  Bank  of  the 
West.  His  religious  connection  is  with  the  Holland  Lu- 
theran church.  A  man  of  education,  culture  and  refine- 
ment, he  takes  much  pleasure  in  travel,  and  has  visited 
many  of  the  countries  of  the  earth.  He  has  found  no 
ti;'..e  to  engage  in  political  activities,  but  has  shown  his 
willingness  to  contribute  to  the  general  welfare  in  bene- 
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ficial  movements  and  to  shoulder  his  full  share   of  the 
duties  of  citizenship  in  his  adopted  land. 

Mr.  Sehroeder  was  married  in  Holland,  in  1889,  to 
Miss  Marie  De  Xeufville,  who  was  born  in  Holland  in 
1866,  and  she  died  in  France  in  1909,  having  been  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Hermance. 

BiKCH  DuGGAN  Easterwood.  Though  established  in 
business  but  a  short  time,  Mr.  Easterwood  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  ablest  young  architects  of  central  Texas.  His 
offices  are  in  the  Amicable  building  at  Waco.  His  career  in 
Texas  began  as  a  farm  hand,  and  by  various  promotions 
won  at  his  own  initiative  and  by  his  own  efforts  he  ad- 
vanced from  one  thing  to  another,  always  getting  a  little 
further  towards  the  goal  of  his  ambition,  and  after  a  thor- 
ough course  of  private  study  of  architecture  engaged  in 
practice  for  himself. 

Birch  Duggan  Easterwood  was  born  in  Calhoun  county, 
Alabama,  January  2,  1888.  His  father,  Pink  Almond 
Easterwood,  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1858,  followed 
merchandising  as  his  business,  and  died  in  1893.  The 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Nannie  Duggan,  who  was 
born  in  Tennessee  in  1868  and  died  in  1890.  Their 
three  children  were  Birch  D.,  Hoyle  S.,  and  Eva.  Hoyle 
married  Cora  Smith,  has  two  children,  Grace  and  Ber- 
narr,  is  a  dairyman  in  El  Centro,  California;  while  the 
daughter,  Eva,  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  the  home  of  her 
brother  in  Waco. 

Mr.  B.  D.  Easterwood  had  a  common  school  education 
in  Alabama,  which  state  remained  his  home  until  he  was 
eighteen,  and  on  coming  to  Texas  his  first  location  was 
at  Bartlett  in  Milam  county.  The  first  summer  was 
spent  in  farm  labor,  followed  by  a  clerkship  in  a  general 
store  for  a  year  and  a  half,  after  which  he  rented  a  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  and  got  his  start  by  three  years  of 
successful  farming.  All  the  time  not  employed  in  look- 
ing after  his  crop  was  devoted  to  the  study  of  architec- 
ture and  drawing,  and  having  exceptional  natural  talent 
in  this  line  he  made  rapid  progress,  and  on  moving  to 
Waco  in  1911  engaged  in  business  for  himself. 

On  Septendier  5,  1909,  Mr.  Easterwood  married  Pearl 
Barker,  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Delia  Barker  of  Milam 
county.  They  have  one  child,  Kenneth.  Mr.  Easterwood 
is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  was  president 
of  the  Baptist  Young  People's  Union.  He  takes  consid- 
erable interest  in  political  affairs,  and  during  his  resi- 
dence in  Milam  county  was  road  superintendent  one  term. 
Since  engaging  in  his  present  profession  it  has  been 
his  chief  hobby  and  pleasure,  and  his  success  in  his 
chosen  field  is  assured. 

Captain  Egbert  B.  Shaw.  A  record  of  a  long  and 
eventful  life  has  been  that  of  Captain  Shaw,  now  living 
retired  at  Kemp  in  Kaufman  county.  For  sixty  years 
he  has  had  his  home  in  Kaufman  county,  where  "he  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  and  his  span  of  recollection  and 
reminiscence  covers  probably  more  varied  and  interest- 
ing events  and  personalities  in  this  section  of  Texas  than 
that  of  any  other  living  citizen.  He  has  exemplified  the 
spirit  of  real  citizenship,  has  given  all  his  services  to 
the  public  weal,  and  has  participated  in  the  commercial 
and  agricultural  afi'airs  of  the  county  during  a  long 
life. 

Captain  Eobert  B.  Shaw  came  to  Texas  in  1853  from 
Chickasaw  county,  Mississippi.  He  was  born  in  Perry 
county,  Alabama,  July  19th,  1833.  His  father,  James 
Shaw,  was  a  North  Carolina  man  by  birth,  and  a  son  of 
Benjamin  Shaw.  James  Shaw  acquired  a  moderate 
education,  and  followed  the  calling  of  his  father  as  a 
farmer  and  planter,  and  in  Mississippi  became  a  man  of 
influence  and  financial  prestige.  He  owned  slave  prop- 
erty which  he  brought  with  him  into  Texas,  and  suf- 
fered its  loss  by  the  emancipation  during  the  war  be- 
tween the  states.  James  Shaw,  in  1851,  made  a  pros- 
pecting trip  to  Texas,  and  bought  fifteen  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Kaufman  county.     Two  years  later  with  his 


family  he  came  across  the  country  in  wagons,  a  month's 
journey  being  required  to  reach  his  destination.  Trans- 
planting his  residence  in  the  west  he  enlarged  his  scope 
of  activity,  and  besides  opening  up  a  farm  he  multi- 
plied his  stock  and  combined  that  industry  with  grain 
growing.  He  lived  through  the  strenuous  political  times 
of  ante-bellum  days  and  added  his  moral  support  to  the 
cause  of  the  South,  one  of  his  sons  being  sacrificed  on 
the  battlefield  as  a  Confederate  soldier.  James  Shaw 
died  in  1866  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  just  at  the  dawn 
of  a  new  era  with  the  restoration  of  peace  between  the 
states.  He  professed  no  religion,  but  was  everywhere 
known  for  his  strict  honesty  and  integrity.  James 
Shaw  married  Katherine  Elliott,  who  was  reared  an 
orphan,  and  who  died  in  1875.  Their  children  were: 
Smith  Shaw,  who  lived  in  Mississippi,  and  left  a  family 
there  at  his  death;  Fox,  who  died  in  Kaufman  county, 
Texas;  Julia,  who  married  Jesse  Franklin,  and  died  in 
Kaufman  county;  Ehoda,  who  became  Mrs.  Henry  Car- 
lisle, and  died  in  Kaufman  county;  James  F.,  who  left 
a  family  at  his  death;  William  A.,  who  died  leaving  a 
family  at  Clarksville,  Texas;  John  A.,  who  was  killed 
in  the  Eed  Eiver  Campaign  against  Banks,  during  the 
war.  and  Captain  Eobert  B.  Shaw. 

Eobert  B.  Shaw  brought  from  Mississippi  all  the 
education  he  ever  acquired  from  schools.  His  youth  was 
passed  in  the  days  when  schools  were  conducted  in  log 
cabins,  with  the  crude  and  primitive  equipment  which 
has  been  so  often  described,  and  when  the  curriculum 
consisted  of  the  teaching  of  the  fundamental  principles 
of  reading  and  writing,  and  figuring,  and  when  the 
teachers  themselves  were  most  meagerly  equipped  for  the 
work  of  instruction.  He  remained  with  his  father,  and 
aided  in  the  management  of  the  varied  responsibilities 
of  the  farm  until  1859,  when  he  married  and  moved  to  a 
tract  of  land  which  he  bought  five  miles  south  of  Kauf- 
man. Only  one  year  was  spent  at  that  home  when  the 
war  broke  out,  and  the  call  to  arms  brought  him  out  as 
a  volunteer  as  a  Confederate  soldier.  He  enlisted  in 
company  G  of  the  Twelfth  Texas  regiment,  com- 
manded by  Col.  Bill  Parsons,  who  subsequently  became 
a  brigadier  general.  The  regiment  was  rendezvoused  at 
Houston,  and  was  ordered  north  into  Louisiana  and  Ar- 
kansas. It  participated  in  the  preliminary  maneuvers 
prior  to  the  campaign  in  which  the  engagement  at  Mans- 
field, Cottonplant,  and  Yellow  Bayou  were  conspicuous. 
He  was  in  the  two  latter  battles,  and  also  was  in  the 
operations  against  General  Banks  along  the  Eed  Eiver. 
When  the  war  ended  he  was  attending  the  court-martial 
of  Lieutenant  Col.  Burleson  as  a  witness  at  Hempstead, 
Texas.  He  was  mustered  out  with  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant, having  held  that  official  place  since  1865.  Through 
the  four  years  of  the  war  he  went  without  wound  or 
imprisonment,  and  returned  to  his  wife  and  home  in 
May,  1865.  Captain  Shaw  then  took  up  farming  under 
the  changed  conditions  and  made  a  crop  the  first  year 
following  the  war.  He  was  soon  approached  with  a 
proposition  from  the  sheriff  of  the  county  to  take  a 
deputyship  under  him,  and  thus  be  in  line  for  elec- 
tion to  the  office  in  1866.  Sheriff  Alexander  Wilson 
did  this  because  he  wished  to  make  some  sacrifice  to  the 
men  who  had  exposed  their  lives  and  fortunes  for  the 
welfare  of  a  lost  cause,  and  he  selected  Eobert  B.  Shaw 
as  the  proper  person  upon  whom  to  bestow  this  confi- 
dence and  honor.  In  1866,  the  captain  was  elected 
sheriff  of  Kaufman  county,  and  he  continued  in  that 
capacity  for  twelve  years,  excepting  the  periods  when 
removal  from  ofiice  "by  the  military  regime  occurred, 
which  occurred  twice,  and  at  each  recurring  oppor- 
tunity he  was  promptly  re-elected  by  the  citizens.  In 
1867,"  Captain  Shaw  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Prairie- 
ville,  and  continued  there  until  in  1888,  when  he  came 
to  Kemp,  and  conducted  business  in  his  new  location 
until  1897.  His  attention  to  mercantile  affairs  did  not 
divert  him  from  farming,  and  all  the  while  his  large 
country  estate  was  being  improved  and  brought  under 
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cultivation  by  tenants.  Of  the  fifteen  hundred  acres 
he  owned  six  hundred  were  made  productive  by  the  plow, 
and  the  rest  has  been  for  many  years  pastured  for  his 
stock.  Captain  Shaw  has  been  one  of  the  largest  stock 
raisers  in  Kaufman  county.  His  retirement  from  mer- 
chandising gave  him  opportunity  to  relax  from  the  vigilant 
prosecution  of  business  which  had  absorbed  him  for 
so  many  years,  and  since  then  he  has  lived  at  Kemp, 
watching  the  varied  rural  interests  at  the  old  home 
visilile  from  the  upper  gallery  of  his  village  residence. 
Here  there  passes  in  review  before  him  the  entire  pana- 
ronia  of  the  personalities  and  achievements  of  his  long 
and  active  career,  and  few  of  the  old  moii  nf  Texas  can 
enjoy  with  greater  satisfaction  the  lid'  nf  nirnioiy  than 
Captain  Shaw.  He  has  in  his  possi's^Mur  ■!  1 k  iliat  con- 
tains the  memoirs  and  a  sort  of  diary  tli.it  Mrs.  Shaw 
wrote  in  1858,  containing  poetry  and  verse.  Also  dates 
of  arrival  and  departure  of  her  soldier  boy  husband.  She 
was  only  17  years  of  age  at  the  time,  and  had  only  been 
married  about  a  year,  when  he  went  away  to  the  war. 
He  regards  and  holds  this  diary  above  everything  else 
that  he  owns,  and  mone.v  will  not  buy  it. 

In  June,  1859,  Captain  Shaw  married  Miss  Susan 
Vannoy,  a  daughter  of  Jesse  Vannoy,  who  came  to  Texas 
from  Tennessee,  and  settled  in  Anderson  county.  Cap- 
tain Shaw  and  wife  took  into  their  liome  Florence,  a 
little  orphan  girl,  whom  they  learned  to  love  as  their 
own.  and  whom  they  educated  and  cared  for  until  she 
became  the  wife  of  William  A.  Taylor  of  Kaufman,  and 
later  visited  her  foster-father,  bringing  her  own  gen- 
eration with  her.  The  Captain 's  own  children  are  two 
sons,  Fred  and  Bernard.  Fred  Shaw,  is  a  Galveston  citi- 
zen, and  married  Effie  Eandall.  Mrs.  Captain  Shaw  died 
in  1909.  after  having  lived  with  her  husband  fifty 
years,  and  having  impressed  her  individuality  upon  her 
community  and  her  Methodist  church  to  which  they  both 
belonged. 

In   San  Antonio,   Texas,  on   June  6th,   1912,  Captain 

E.  B.  Shaw  married  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Green,  whose  father 
came  to  Texas  from  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Shaw,  who 
was  born  in  June,  1866,  in  Gerard,  HI.,  was  only  ten 
years  of  age  when  her  father  settled  in  McLennan 
county,  Texas.  By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Shaw  had 
two  daughters.  The  oldest  is  Mrs.  Joe  Muncy,  of  San 
Antonio.  Her  husband,  Mr.  Percy  P.  Muncy,  an  Eng- 
lishman, died  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  in  1908.  The  second 
daughter  is  Mrs.  Marguerite  Shepard,  who  lives  in  San 
Antonio.  Her  husband  is  in  the  insurance  business,  and 
is  a  son  of  Milton  Shepard,  a  Confederate  Soldier  and 
a  very  prominent  man  of  Toomsboro,  Georgia.  They 
have  one  son  at  school,  John  Milton  Shepard. 

Quitman  Finlat.  A  native  Texan,  Quitman  Finlay 
has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law,  in  the  railway 
service,  and  'the  varied  interests  of  a  successful  career 
for  the  past  thirty  years.  As  a  lawyer,  he  ranks  at  the 
head  of  the  McLennan  county  bar,  and  is  a  citizen  deeply 
interested  in  matters  of  social  welfare  in  his  home  city 
of  Waco. 

Quitman  Finlay  was  born  in  Jackson  county,  Texas, 
July  21,  1865.  His  father,  George  P.  Finlay,  who  was 
born  in  Eankin  county,  ilississippi,  in  1828,  was  a  prom- 
inent attorney,  practiced  law  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury, and  died  in  1911.  His  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Carrie  Eea,  was  born  at  Boonville  in  Howard  county, 
Missouri,  in  1837,  and  now  lives  at  a  venerable  age  in  the 
city  of  Galveston.  The  three  children  are:  Julia,  Vir- 
gilia  and  Quitman.  The  daughter  Julia  married  Hart 
H.  Settle,  of  Galveston,  and  their  two  cliildren'are  George 

F.  and  Julia  Finlay.  Virgilia  iiKirried  D.  E.  Simmons  of 
Houston,  Texas,  and  has  two  iliil.lien,  Finlay  and  An- 
drew. Quitman  Finlay  was  niariifd  at  Waco,  November 
6,  1889,  to  Alice  Dowiis.  a  daughter  of  Oscar  J.  Downs, 
an  old-time  planter  and  well-known  citizen  of  Texas, 
ilr.  Finlay  and  wife  have  one  child,  Dorothy. 

Quitman  Finlay  was  educated  in  private  schools  as  a 


boy,  and  in  1883  graduated  from  the  Agricultural  and 
Mechanical  College  of  Texas.  His  college  career  was  in- 
terrupted by  ill  health,  and  his  study  in  the  University 
of  Texas  was  broken  off  in  order  that  he  niiglit  recuiicr- 
ate,  and  two  years  were  spent  in  Old  Mexico  working  as 
a  cowboy.  Eeturning  to  Galveston,  he  took  and  energet- 
ically pursued  his  studies  of  the  law  in  his  father  's  oflicr 
until  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1886.  Mr.  Finlav  practiced 
law  from  1SS6  to  1900,  and  then  entered  the  railway 
service  with  the  Santa  Fe  Company  for  two  years,  and 
for  eight  years  was  with  the  Texas  Central  Railway. 
When  he  resigned  in  1908  he  was  head  of  the  claim  de- 
partment of  the  latter  company,  and  since  then  has  ap- 
plied himself  closely  to  his  practice  as  a  lawyer  at  Waco. 
Mr.  Finlay  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church,  is  a 
Democrat  who  has  been  at  various  times  interested  in 
party  affairs,  and  from  1893  to  1897  served  as  special 
deputy  collector  of  customs  in  Galveston.  In  1898  he 
joined  the  Texas  Volunteer  Guards,  and  was  a  member 
two  years  of  that  organi7ation.  He  belongs  to  the 
Young  Men's  Business  League  nf  War,.,  and  lias  inter- 
ested himself  especially  in  the  Y.  M.  i '.  A.  :iinl  the  City 
Mission,  and  through  those  ori;iiiiiiatiMii^  lias  done  a 
great  deal  of  religious  and  philanthropic  work.  Mr.  Fin- 
lay owns  his  own  residence  at  602  S.  Fourth  street  in 
Waco. 

James  W.  Edexs.  There  are  good  reasons  for  the  suc- 
cess of  James  W.  Edens  as  a  real  estate  dealer  at  Waco. 
He  knows  Texas  as  a  lifelong  resident  and  son  of  one 
of  the  first  families.  A  number  of  his  years  were  spent 
as  a  practical  agriculturist  and  on  his  farm  in  McLen- 
nan county  he  has  raieed  some  very  fine  staple  crops  and 
knows  all  that  is  profitalile  to  know  about  Texas  soil, 
seasons  and  crops.  Besides  farming  and  business,  his 
experience  also  includes  educational  work,  and  he  was 
an  exceptional  teacher  in  his  time. 

James  W.  Edens  was  born  in  Houston  county,  Texas, 
January  19,  1855.  His  father,  John  Silas  Edens,  who 
was  born  in  South  Carolina  in  1821,  was  brought  to 
Texas  when  a  small  boy  by  his  parents,  and  grew  up  and 
followed  the  occupation  of  agriculture.  He  was  in  Texas 
at  a  time  so  early  that  he  was  one  of  the  boy  volunteers 
in  the  Texas  army  which  fought  off  the  Mexican  forces 
sent  to  subdue  the  rebellious  province.  He  bears  a  name, 
which  is  familiar  to  those  who  have  read  the  early  Indian 
annals  of  Texas,  and  one  of  the  tragic  events  during  the 
early  days  of  Houston  county  was  what  was  known  as 
the  Edens  or  Madden  massacre.  At  the  time  of  that 
calamity  John  S.  Edens  was  away  from  home  at  school, 
and  for  that  reason  he  escaped  the  slaughter  mete<l  out 
to  other  members  of  the  family.  His  death  occurred  in 
1892.  When  the  Edens  family  came  to  Texas  they  set- 
tled in  Houston  county  seventeen  miles  north  of  Crockett. 
John  S.  Edens  married  Amanda  G.  Adams,  who  was  born 
in  Indiana  in  1825,  and  the  Adams  family  likewise  found 
an  early  residence  in  Texas.  Her  death  occurred  in 
1863,  and  her  husband  subsequently  married  Mrs.  Sarah 
Thompson  about  1865,  and  she  die'd  in  1870.  The  eight 
children  by  the  first  wife  were:  John  N.,  Mary  C.  Geor- 
gia A.,  James  W.,  Silas  B.,  Amanda  E.,  Lucinda  G.,  and 
one  that  died  in  infancy. 

James  W.  Edens  spent  his  early  years  in  Houston 
county,  and  the  second  school  he  attended  was  taught 
in  a  little  log  house  which  had  been  put  up  by  his  father 
and  James  Miller,  largely  to  afford  educational  advan- 
tages to  their  own  families.  In  1868  the  family  moved 
to  McLennan  county,  and  here  he  continued  attending 
school,  the  teacher  being  paid  by  the  patrons  of  the 
school  according  to  the  old  subscription  plan  of  school 
support.  Subsequently  he  was  in  the  public  schools  in 
Houston  county,  and  "had  one  year  in  Baylor  University 
of  Waco.  Some  years  of  his  earlier  career  were  actively 
employed  in  the  work  of  the  schoolroom,  and  it  was 
whde  teaching  and  partly  from  the  money  earned  in  that 
way  that  he  bought  his  first  land,  comprising  one  hundred 
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acres,  and  spent  ten  years  upon  it  as  a  successful  farmer. 
On  account  of  his  "father's  health  he  finally  returned 
home  and  spent  several  years  in  the  management  of  the 
old  farm,  after  which  he  moved  to  Waco  and  in  1907  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  business  as  an  immigrant  agent. 
He  represented  a  corporation  for  the  colonization  of  va- 
cant Texas  land  for  three  years,  and  then  opened  an  office 
for  himself  and  in  1912  took  as  a  partner  0.  J.  Hadden, 
and  the  ttto  together  now  conduct  a  flourishing  business. 
JVIr.  Edeus  ou  October  14,  1896,  at  Crockett  married 
Lizzie  Ellis,  a  daughter  of  J.  B.  Ellis,  a  Houston  county 
farmer.  The  three  children  born  to  their  marriage  are: 
Lois  E.,  deceased;  James  W.  Jr.;  and  Berkleyine  E. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Missionary  r>aptist 
church,  and  Mr.  Edens  serves  the  society  as  deacon.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Prohibitionist.  While  it  is  many  years 
since  he  abandoned  the  work  of  the  schoolroom,  he  has 
never  given  up  his  interest  in  young  people,  and  his 
hobby  is  teaching  boys.  At  the  present  time  he  is  in- 
structor of  a  special  class  of  boys  called  the  Eoyal  Am- 
bassadors, as  a  part  of  his  church  activities.  Mr.  Edens 
owns  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres  in  McLennan 
county,  and  his  management  and  labors  have  brought 
one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  it  under  successful  cul- 
tivation, raising  fine  crops  of  cotton,  corn  and  oats. 
Outside  of  business,  home  and  church  Mr.  Edens  occa- 
sionally takes  recreation  through  a  fishing  trip. 

John  F.  Eowe.  Among  the  progressive  and  enterpris- 
ing citizens  of  Waco,  none  have  contributed  in  greater 
degree  to  the  advancement  and  progress  of  this  thriving 
and  prosperous  city  than  has  John  F.  Eowe,  a  real  estate 
broker  with  offices  at  No.  611  Amicable  building.  Dur- 
ing his  long  and  industrious  career  he  has  been  engaged 
in  a  variety  of  pursuits,  all  tending  to  promote  the  prom- 
inence of  whatever  community  he  has  found  himself  in, 
and  his  versatile  talents  have  enabled  him  to  make  a 
success  of  each  of  his  undertakings.  The  growth  and 
development  of  any  locality  is  largely  dependent  upon  the 
exertions  of  those  individuals  who  devote  themselves  to 
the  exploitation  of  real  estate.  Without  their  energy, 
perseverance  and  progressive  ideas  no  section  will  move 
out  of  the  rut  of  mediocrity;  outside  capital  will  not  be 
attracted  to  it,  and  property  will  find  little  incentive  for 
increasing  in  value.  It  is  invariably  found  that  with 
the  advent  of  an  enterprising,  experienced  man,  well 
versed  in  the  realty  business  and  realty  values,  comes  a 
growth  that  is  remarkable.  Many  years  have  passed 
since  the  initial  work  in  this  line  was  done  in  Waco,  but 
the  needs  of  this  growing  city  have  made  necessary  a 
constant  expansion  of  the  outlying  territory,  while  a 
maintenance  of  the  value  of  property  already  built  is 
extremely  important.  So  it  is  that  the  work  of  the  realty 
dealer  is  counted  as  being  among  the  potent  factors  in 
the  life  of  this  city.  One  of  the  men  who  have  been 
most  prominent  in  this  work  of  recent  years  is  Mr.  Eowe, 
who  is  widely  known  as  a  business  man  of  energy  and 
ability. 

John  F.  Eowe  was  born  at  Camphill,  Tallapoosa  county, 
Alabama,  June  24,  1S61,  and  is  a  son  of  John  F.  and 
Elizabeth  (Heard)  Eowe.  His  father,  a  native  of  For- 
syth county,  Georgia,  was  born  in  1828,  and  was  reared 
in  a  rural  coninnmity,  wIumc  he  early  adopted  the  voca- 
tion of  agricultun-t.'  At  tli.'  nntbr.-':ik  of  the  Civil  war 
he  enlisted  in  tlio  oiii.v.  hot  .-.nitia.to.l  su-kness  in  camp, 
and  died  in  AuKn-<t.  iMil.  Mrs.  Kowe  was  born  at  Da- 
derville,  Alabama,  aliout  the  year  1831,  and  survived  her 
husband  for  many  years,  her  death  occurring  May  29, 
1911.  Thev  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  as  fol- 
lows: William  E.,  Alfred  A.,  and  John  F.,  of  this 
review. 

The  public  schools  of  Daderville,  Alabama,  furnished 
John  F.  Eowe  with  his  preliminary  educational  training, 
but  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  entered  West  Point 
College,  in  Lee  county,  Alabama,  and  there  he  spent  two 
years.  On  leaving  this  institution  he  found  it  necessary 
that  he  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  he  accord- 


ingly entered  the  brokerage  business  at  Atlanta,  Geor- 
gia, thus  receiving  his  introduction  to  an  occupation  in 
which  he  was  later  to  meet  with  his  greatest  success. 
After  two  years  spent  in  Atlanta,  in  -1882  he  came  to 
Texas,  and  here,  having  decided  to  take  a  venture  into 
the  vocation  of  agriculture,  rented  a  farm.  After  two 
years  he  decided  that  the  stock  business  offered  lietter 
opportunities  for  his  abilities,  and  accordingly  for  the 
next  five  years  he  was  engaged  in  raising  cattle  and 
mules,  with  some  degree  of  success.  Following  this,  he 
embarked  in  business  as  a  merchant,  opening  a  general 
store  at  Elm  Mott,  McLennan  county,  but  after  three 
years  disposed  of  his  enterprise  at  that  place  and  re- 
moved to  Montcalm,  Hill  county,  where  he  also  engaged 
as  a  merchant.  Four  years  later  Mr.  Eowe  sold  his 
Montcalm  establishment  and  made  his  advent  in  Waco, 
here  engaging  as  credit  man  for  the  Eotan  Grocery  Com- 
pany, a  concern  with  which  he  remained  until  October  5, 
1912.  During  his  connection  with  this  business  he  was 
constantly  advam-ed  because  of  his  fidelity,  his  energy 
and  his  industry,  and  when  he  resigned  he  "was  acting  In 
the  capacity  of  secretary,  a  position  which  he  had  held 
for  several  years.  Mr.  Eowe  then  again  entered  the 
brokerage  and  real  estate  business,  and  in  this  has  con- 
tinued to  the  present  time,  making  a  specialt}-  of  lands, 
brokerage  and  mercantile  jobbing.  Mr.  Eowe's  abilities 
are  of  much  more  than  ordinary  character,  and  are  ver- 
satile in  their  nature.  Among"  his  associates  he  is  ac- 
counted shrewd,  far-sighted  and  level-headed,  instantly 
conscious  of  the  presence  of  an  .  opportunity — openly 
alert  to  grasp  it.  He  has  various  extensive  business  con- 
nections in  Waco  and  elsewhere,  and  is  secretary  and 
manager  of  the  F.iniicis  Investment  Company  of  this 
city  and  a  stockliol-lri  ninl  director  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  iloiitr:iliii.  lli'  is  the  owner  of  his  own  resi- 
dence, a  modorn  stnutuie  at  Fourteenth  and  Bernard 
streets,  and  here  finds  his  greatest  pleasure,  although  he 
is  distinctively  a  "man's  man,"  enjoys  the  companion- 
ship of  his  fellows,  and  is  a  popular  member  of  the 
Knights  of  P.vthias,  the  Masons  and  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World,  as  well  as  several  social  organizations.  Along 
the  line  of  business,  he  belongs  to  the  Commercial  Club 
and  the  Youug  Men  's  Business  Club.  His  realty  holdings 
are  large,  including  1000  acres  in  Bosque  county,  819 
acres  in  Hill  county,  293  acres  in  the  southern  part  of 
McLennan  county,  fifty  acres  in  the  northern  part  of 
that  county,  and  20,000  acres  of  plains  in  different  parts 
of  the  state.  In  political  matters  he  is  a  Democrat,  but 
public  life  nas  not  tempted  him,  and  he  has  been  too  busy 
with  his  private  affairs  to  enter  the  political  field,  al- 
though on  numerous  occasions  he  has  proved  his  good 
citizenship  and  willingness  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
the  community.  With  his  family  he  is  connected  with 
the  First  Baptist  church,  where  he  is  serving  as  a  dea- 
con, and  as  superinteudent  of  the  Sunday  school.  For 
twelve  years  he  has  been  a  tiiistee  of  Baylor  University. 
On  March  30,  1888,  Mr.  Eowe  was  married  at  the 
home  of  the  bride,  in  McLennan  county,  to  Miss  Addie 
L.  Eice,  daughter  of  .lonathan  Eice,  a  farmer  of  that 
county,  and  to  this  union  there  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren, "namely :  Herman,  a  successful  practicing  attorney 
of  AVaeo,  w"ho  married  Nonie  Jones  and  has  one  child, 
JIabel  E. ;  and  John  F.,  Jr.,  who  is  studying  medicine 
at  A'anderbilt  University,  married  Ethel  Alexander. 

Akthur  iI.\cARTHUR  Prescott.  As  chief  of  the  Waco 
fire  department  since  December  10,  1886,  until  the  present 
time,  ilr.  Prescott  has  a  record  of  public  service  probably 
not  excelled  for  length  of  years  nor  for  efficiency  in  the 
state,  and  there  are  few  parallel  cases  anywhere  in  the 
country.  He  belonged  to  the  old  vidinifciT  fire  depart- 
ment years  ago,  when  the  apii.n.itns  was  .|la^Ml  Ky  hand, 
and  has  witnessed  and  been  iiiilni'iiti:il  in  iTistiillint;  the 
many  successive  improvement?  liy  wlii.h  tlio  rxiicditious 
handling  of  fire  has  been  brought  to  a  maximum  of  ef- 
ficiency. The  Waco  fire  department  has  no  superior  in 
Texas,  either  in  the  personnel  of  its  members,  or  in  in- 
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dividual  and  organized  effectiveness.  This  fact  is  well 
illustrated  by  the  records  of  insurance  rates  prevailing 
at  Waco,  which  are  as  low  as  any  to  be  found  in  the 
state,  and  indicate  a  minimum  of  fire  losses. 

As  organizer  and  present  chief  of  the  modern  fire  de- 
partment of  Waco,  Mr.  Preseott  has  a  civic  and  personal 
record  that  belongs  in  any  history  of  the  state. 

Arthur  MacArthur  Preseott  was  born  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  February  27,  1S54.  His  parents  were  William  and 
Eachael  (MacArthur)  Preseott.  His  father,  who  was 
horn  in  Lancaster,  England,  in  1818,  came  to  America; 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  in  Florida,  where  he  was 
granted  land  from  the  government,  and  saw  active  serv- 
ice during  the  Seminole  war  in  that  state.  About  1847 
he  moved  west  and  settleil  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  which 
was  then  on  the  extreme  ?oiitli\vestprn  frontier,  and  con- 
tinued to  live  in  Tex;is  until  liis  .i.'ath,  on  December  10, 
1888.  The  mother,  wlm  \\:i-  Iimiu  ;,t  Paclev,  Scotland,  in 
1822,  died  in  1899.  TIumi  (iw  rliil,|ien  are  mentioned  as 
follows:  Aransas,  wh,.  died  m  liMn';  William,  who  died 
in  ISSS;  Mary,  who  .lied  in  1911;  Arthur;  and  Albert. 

Arthur  MacArthur  Preseott,  like  many  southern  boys 
of  his  age,  had  very  limited  opportunities  to  train  for 
life  except  through  the  most  practical  schools  of  expe- 
rience. The  period  of  the  Civil  war  covered  some  of  the 
years  of  his  boyhood,  and  altogether  his  school  training 
might  have  been  comprised  within  a  few  months.  During 
the  progress  of  the  war  he  and  his  brother  were  kept  to 
work  ' '  pinching  cartridges ' '  for  the  Confederate  army, 
and  received  a  very  meagre  wage  for  the  work.  After  the 
war  for  one  year  he  was  employed  in  a  pliotngrnphic 
shop;  then  learned  the  tinner's  trade,  and  nlnHit  two 
years  later  went  out  to  the  frontier  ami  Ii.n  ,iinr  :i  limue- 
steader  and  settler  for  nine  years.  Mr.  1 'i .-.,•. ,ti  lias 
lived  in  Waco  since  1876,  and  is  really  ont-  nt  the  oldest 
residents  of  this  thriving  central  Texas  metropolis.  While 
cultivating  a  tract  of  land  in  McLennan  county,  he  was 
also  a  member  of  the  volunteer  fire  department  of  that 
time,  and  was  honored  with  all  the  positions  in  the  vol- 
unteer service  up  to  1886,  when  he  was  elected  chief  of 
the  Waco  Fire  department.  Mr.  Preseott  is  now  in  the 
twenty-eighth  year  of  his  continuous  service  as  chief,  and 
his  interesting  recollections  of  experience  as  a  fire  fighter 
would   fill   many  pages. 

In  1876,  at  Waco,  Mr.  Preseott  married  Fannie  Hart, 
who  died  in  1898.  The  six  children  of  their  marriage 
are:  Mary  L.,  now  Mrs.  Eipley  Hendricks  of  Waco; 
Aurora,  now  Mrs.  .John  Flemister  of  Dallas;  Arthur 
MacArthur  Jr.,  who  is  a  printer  at  Waco;  Thomas  H. 
Preseott,  in  the  printing  business  at  Fort  Worth;  Wil- 
liam W. ;  and  Francis  L. 

Mr.  Preseott  is  prominent  and  well  known  in  fraternal 
and  social  circles.  '  His  affiliations  are  with  the  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Knights  of  the  ilaccabees.  He  attends  the  Episcopal 
church  and  is  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  International  Association  of  Firemen  Engineers, 
of  the  Texas  Volunteer  Firemen's  Association,  and  the 
National  Firemen  's  Association.  He  is  the  owner  of  a 
comfortable  residence  in  Waco,  and  is  a  stockholder  in 
the  Cotton  Palace  Association.  Mr.  Preseott  has  made 
of  his  official  service  his  chief  enthusiasm  in  life,  and 
practically  all  his  time  and  interests  are  divided  between 
the  headquarters  of  the  fire  department  and  his  own 
home. 

D.  W.  Odell.  As  a  principal  in  each  of  three  distinct 
law  firms,  D.  W.  Odell  is  easily  one  of  the  busiest  at- 
torneys in  Fort  Worth  and  vicinity.  His  career  in  law 
has  been  one  of  unusual  brillance  and  has  brought  him 
into  touch  with  much  of  the  important  legal  business 
that  has  been  transacted  in  this  section  of  the  state,  as 
well  as  introducing  him  into  the  politics  of  the  state  and 
rendering  him  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with  in  the  legis- 
lative body  and  in  political  circles  generally.  He  has 
been  acting  counsel  for  some  of  the  big  interests  of  the 


state,  as  well  as  for  the  state  itself,  and  in  all  his  pro- 
fessional activities,  has  carried  away  the  honors  by 
reason  of  his  consummate  skill,  his  far-reaching  legal 
knowledge  and  his  adroitness  in  managing  his  cases  in 
all  their  varied  aspects.  Xo  more  successful  lavryer  of 
public  men  might  be  mentioned  in  this  section  of  the 
state  than  Mr.  Odell,  and  his  achievements  are  in  every 
way  worthy  of  him. 

D.  W.  Odell  was  born  in  Crockett,  Houston  county, 
Texas,  on  December  30,  1867,  and  is  the  son  of  J.  M. 
and  Arabella  (Murchison)  Odell,  both  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

In  the  public  and  private  schools  of  Cleburne,  Texas, 
young  Odell  received  his  early  schooling,  but  his  train- 
ing did  not  extend  so  far  as  graduation  from  the  high 
school  of  the  place.  He  left  school  to  enter  the  office 
of  Judge  Eamsey  at  Cleburne,  where  he  gave  himself  up 
to  diligent  and  telling  study  under  the  direction  of  the 
worthy  .iudge,  there  continuing  for  some  years.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1890,  and  very  soon  thereafter 
began  the  practice  of  law  on  his  own  responsibility,  his 
long  experience  with  Judge  Eamsey  fitting  him  for  in- 
dependent practice  as  soon  as  he  had  obtained  the 
necessary  license.  In  1892,  he  was  elected  county  at- 
torney for  Johnson  county,  and  served  one  full  term ; 
he  w'as  re-elected  to  succeed  himself  and  when  his 
second  term  of  two  years  was  within  a  year  of  expiring, 
he  resigned  at  the  solicitation  of  Judge  Eamsey  and 
formed  a  business  partnership  with  that  gentleman,  who 
was  loth  to  dispense  entirely  with  the  association  of 
the  younger  man  in  his  practice.  This  union,  it  is  need- 
less to  say,  was  a  most  successful  one,  and  endured 
for  twelve  years,  during  which  time  Mr.  Odell  was  elected 
to  the  State  Senate  in  four  years  and  served  four  years 
in  that  important  capacity.  Thereafter  he  had  an  im- 
portant place  in  the  political  activities  of  the  district, 
and  was  delegate-at-large,  to  the  Kansas  City  Demo- 
cratic Convention  at  Chicago  in  1900,  District  Delegate 
to  the  National  Convention  at  Chicago  in  1896  and 
served  as  president  pro  tern  in  the  state  senate. 

Mr.  Odell  is  a  member  of  the  following  law  firms: 
Odell  &  Turner,  of  Fort  Worth  and  of  Odell,  Johnson  & 
Harrell,  at  Cleburne. 

Mr.  Odell  has  been  employed  as  counsel  in  a  great 
many  important  connections  during  the  past  fifteen 
years.     In  1907  he  was  counsel   fm'    rnii.>.[   ^::,ir.   s,mi:i- 

tor    Bailev    of    Texas,    in    the    inv,       .   i       .      i.i tIm- 

Texas  State  Legislature.     He  was  mi  ■,  ,  ^   i ,,    \\:ilri.- 

Pierce  Oil  Company  in  the  Pen.-illy  .iii.I  UnM.r  -iiit  in- 
stituted by  the  state,  and  he  represented  the  House  Com- 
mittee in'  the  Jake  Walters  Contempt  proceedings  be- 
fore the  Texas  legislature  in  1911.  He  was  counsel  for 
the  st.itp  of  Texas  in  the  celebrated  Sneed  trial  for  the 
ninidir  nf  Allnnt  G.  Boyce,  and  was  counsel  for  the  Eev. 
Di.  \miii-.  (,t  I'ort  Worth,  charged  with  the  burning  of 
his  nwii  rliiiicli.  These  citations  comprise  a  few  of  his 
more  noted  legal  activities,  and  will  serve  to  indicate 
in  some  measure  the  prominence  he  has  in  the  state  as 
legist,  as  well  as  legislator. 

On  December  31.  1S93,  was  solemnized  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Odell  to  Miss  Birdie  G.  Murchison,  daughter  of 
D.  M.  Murchison.  of  Houston  county,  Texas,  where  the 
family  is  one  of  the  best  known  in  that  vicinity.  To 
them  have  been  born  four  children,  as  follows:  Arabella, 
Mary,  Francis  and  Weldon. 

The  family  is  one  that  is  accorded  the  highest  regard 
of  all  who  share  in  their  acquaintance,  and  they  move  in 
the  most  select  circles  of  society  in  the  city. 

John  B.  Young.  No  one,  perhaps,  knows  and  under- 
stands the  west  as  well  as  those  early  pioneers  of  civili- 
zation, the  locomotive  engineers,  who  served  in  the  days 
when  the  iron  horse  traveled  for  hundreds  of  miles 
through  country  desolate  of  human  habitation.  Many 
memories  of  these  days  are  hoarded  in  the  mind  of  John 
B.  Young,  of  Toyah,  Texas.     Although  he  is  now  a  mer- 
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chant  and  the  most  successful  in  his  line  in  the  town  of 
Toyah,  yet  for  years  he  was  a  railway  engineer,  and  the 
life  of  the  road  still  holds  its  appeal  for  him. 

John  B.  Young  was  born  on  the  4th  of  October,  1861, 
in  Canada,  the  son  of  the  Eev.  Thomas  A.  Young 
and  Charlotte  L.  (Monk)  Young,  both  of  whom  are  now 
deceased.  The  Kev.  Mr.  Young  was  a  clergyman  of 
the  Episcopal  church,  and  devoted  his  life  to  the  work  of 
the  church  in  Canada.  He  died  at  Coteau  Landing,  in 
Canada,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  and  now  lies 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Quebec.  Mrs.  Young  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-one  and  is  buried  in  Hamilton,  Ontario. 
There  were  nine  children  born  to  the  Eev.  Mr.  Young 
and  his  wife,  two  of  whom  are  deceased. 

Of  the  living  children  of  his  parents'  family,  John  B. 
Young  is  the  fourth.  He  was  educated  in  the  Bishop  's 
College  at  Lenoxs-ille,  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  but  left 
school  at  the  age  of  sixteen  to  enter  the  business  world 
as  a  check  clerk  in  a  railroad  office.  As  a  youngster  he 
had  had  as  his  pet  ambition  that  of  becoming  a  railway 
engineer,  and  he  had  at  no  time  relinquished  this  plan,  so 
new  he  determined  to  enter  the  brotherhood.  He  first 
obtained  a  position  as  a  fireman  and  then  was  promoted 
to  that  of  engineer.  He  received  his  first  engine  while 
an  employe  of  the  Jvew  York  and  New  England  Rail- 
road, and  after  years  of  service  with  this  road  he  came 
west.  Here  he  entered  the  service  of  the  New  Mexico 
and  Arizona  Railroad,  running  out  of  Benson,  Arizona. 
This  was  in  the  pioneer  days  and  life  was  not  the  routine 
for  the  locomotive  engineer  that  it  is  toda.y.  His  last 
service  as  an  engineer  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Texas 
and  Pacific  Railroad,  in  the  years  from  1S84  until  1908. 
During  his  entire  service  as  an  engineer  he  never  had  an 
accident  until  the  month  of  July,  1908,  when  he  re- 
ceived a  broken  limb  in  a  wreck  at  Midland.  Texas. 
After  this  accident  persuasion  was  brought  to  bear  on 
the  veteran  engineer  by  his  wife  and  friends  and  he  was 
persuaded  to  give  up  his  seat  in  his  beloved  engine. 

In  February,  1909,  Mr.  Young  therefore  entered  the 
mercantile  field,  as  the  proprietor  of  a  small  dry  goods 
and  notion  store  in  Toyah.  With  the  assistance  of  his 
wife  he  has  succeeded  in  building  from  this  modest  be- 
ginning the  largest  business  of  its  kind  in  Toyah.  The 
pleasant  manner  and  genuine  worth  of  the  proprietor 
has  helped  to  make  this  store  the  most  popular  in  Toyah 
and  everyone  is  a  friend  of  Mr.  Young's.  He  owns  a 
pleasant  home  in  Toyah  and  is  also  the  owner  of  four 
sections  of  fine  Reeves  county  land. 

In  the  fraternal  world  Mr."  Young  is  a  member  of  the 
Masons,  belonging  to  the  Knights  Templar  and  also  being 
a  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  has  been  made  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  En- 
gineers. In  religious  matters,  ilr.  Young  is  a  communi- 
cant of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat, politically,  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  local  poli- 
ties, being  a  member  of  the  aldermanic  council. 

Mr.  Young  married  Miss  Agnes  Van  Gieson,  who  was 
born  in  New  York  state,  a  daughter  of  Virginius  Van 
Gieson,  her  father  serving  in  the  Federal  army  as  a  lieu- 
tenant during  the  Civil  war. 


McClellaxd  Vv\\lker,  M.  D.  Many  of  the 
men  in  the  medical  profession  today  are  devoting  them- 
selves to  the  prevention  of  disease,  as  well  as  its  cure. 
They  are  endeavoring  to  persuade  people  to  use  better 
methods  and  are  spending  their  time  in  the  search  for 
more  satisfactory  methods  of  handling  disease.  Among 
this  class  of  medical  practitioners  in  Texas  is  Dr.  Walker, 
of  Amarillo,  who  in  his  position  as  city  health  officer 
for  the  past  five  years  has  Iseen  able  to  accomplish  much 
for  the  improvement  of  public  sanitation  and  the  health 
and  welfare  of  the  community.  Dr.  Walker  is  a  suc- 
cessful young  physician,  who  has  been  a  resident  of 
Amarillo  since  1904  and  enjoys  a  large  and  distinctive 
private  practice  in  this  city. 

Robert  McClelland  Walker  was  born  in  Jlontgomery, 
Grant  county.  Louisiana.  April  25,  1S71,  being  the  second 


in  a  family  of  three  children  born  to  Henry  Clay  and 
Emma  (McCain)  Walker.  His  father,  who  was  born  in 
Louisiana,  has  been  a  merchant  for  many  years  in  that 
state  and  is  still  in  active  life  and  a  resident  of  Homer. 
He  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  with  the 
Ninth  Louisiana  Infantry,  going  in  as  a  private  when 
only  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  during  the  great  part  of 
his  service,  which  continued  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  the  war,  he  was  a  courier.  He  has  been  successful 
as  a  business  man  and  now  enjoys  a  competence.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church.  His  wife,  also  a  native  of  Louisiana,  died 
in  1876  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 

Dr.  Walker  attained  his  early  schooling  in  the  public 
institutions  of  Louisiana,  and  between  the  ages  of  four- 
teen and  seventeen  was  engaged  in  clerking  in  his 
father 's  store,  an  occupation  from  which  he  had  occa- 
sional time  to  attend  to  his  school  studies.  He  early 
learned  to  rely  upon  himself  and  to  make  the  oppor- 
tunities and  the  means  for  his  advancement  along  the 
lines  indicated  by  his  ambition.  When  he  was  seventeen 
years  old  he  began  studying  medicine  under  the  preeep- 
torship  of  Dr.  H.  V.  McCain,  who  was  first  cousin  at 
Montgomery,  Louisiana.  After  two  years,  when  he  was 
nineteen  years  old,  he  entered  the  medical  department  of 
Tulane  University,  and  completed  his  medical  course  at 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  where  he  was  graduated  M.  D.  in 
1894.  He  practiced  for  about  three  years  at  Duson, 
Louisiana,  and  after  leaving  medical  college  at  Memphis, 
came  out  to  Texas  and  for  nine  years  was  located  at  De- 
catur, in  Wise  county.  In  1904  he  established  his  office 
in  Amarillo  and  has  been  in  continuous  practice  here 
ever  since.  The  doctor  is  a  member  of  the  county  and 
the  state  medical  societies  and  at  the  present  time  is 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Potter  Count.v  Medical 
Society.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church. 

At  Decatur,  Texas,  on  November  23,  1898,  he  married 
Miss  Emma  Miller,  a  daughter  of  Captain  William  A. 
Miller,  who  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  a  member 
of  a  Louisiana  regiment.  Mrs.  Walker  was  born  in  Ar- 
kansas, but  was  reared  and  educated  in  Wise  county, 
Texas,  having  come  to  this  state  when  a  baby  in  her 
mother's  arms.  One  daughter  born  to  Dr.  Walker  and 
wife  is  Willena,  who  was  born  in  Decatur,  January  11. 
1903.  The  family  residence  in  Amarillo  is  a  beautiful 
bungalow  at  1310  Harrison  street.  This  home  and  his 
excellent  practice  and  many  other  evidences  of  material 
prosperity  and  popular  esteem  are  the  fruits  of  a  career  , 
in  his  profession  from  a  beginning  some  twenty  years 
ago  with  only  thirteen  dollars  of  cash  capital  besides  a 
horse  and  bridle  and  saddle.  Dr.  Walker  used  his  horse 
and  riding  equipment  in  order  to  attend  his  first  patient, 
and  had  to  use  most  of  the  capital  before  he  received 
his  first  fees. 

Cyrus  Arthur  Wright.     As  one  of  the  most  success-        I 
ful  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  brilliant  attorneys  of  the 
Panhandle    region    of    Texas,    Cyrus    Arthur   Wright    is 
widely  known.     Mr.  Wright  has  resided  in  Amarillo  for 
four  "years,   during  which  he  has  been  engaged   in   the        . 
general  practice  of  law  and  has  been  uniformly  successful.       I 
Upon  learning  something  of  Mr.  Wright's  family  history       I 
one  can  not  help  but  be  impressed  by  the  strength  of  ,    ] 
heredity.     Mr.   Wright   is   descended   from  some   of   the 
oldest  families  of  the  southern  aristocracy,  and  tracing 
his  ancestry  back  the  men  have  been  brilliant  scholars 
and  brave  soldiers,  while  the  women   of   the  type   that 
made  the  women  of  the  Confederacy.     With  such  stock 
as  this  it  is  no  wonder  that  Mr.  Wright  has  been  suc- 
cessful, and  yet  when  we  see  many  men  with  just  such 
ancestries,  of  no  worth  to  the  world,  we  must  give  Mr. 
Wright  much  credit,  for  the  use  to  which  he  has  put  his 
gifts. 

The  father  of  Cyrus  Arthur  Wright,  il.  U.  F.  Wright, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Virginia.     When  the 
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Civil  war  broke  out  he  immediately  entered  the  Confed- 
erate service,  although  he  was  under  age.  He  enlisted  in 
the  Ninth  Virginia  Cavalry,  as  a  substitute  for  a  cousin 
whose  father  had  just  died,  and  when  his  cousin  re- 
turned a  month  later,  he  continued,  and  served  through- 
out the  war.  After  the  surrender  at  Appomattox  closed 
the  chapter,  he  returned  to  the  old  home  place  and  is 
still  living  in  the  old  home  which  was  built  by  mechan- 
ics brought  over  from  England  for  the  purpose.  This 
house  was  erected  by  the  founder  of  the  Wright  family 
in  this  country,  William  Wright,  who  settled  in  West- 
moreland county,  Virginia,  in  1725.  He  brought  many 
slaves  and  lived  the  life  of  an  English  country  gentle- 
man. When  the  Eevolutionary  war  broke  out,  the  men 
of  the  Wright  family  were  l)iave  meniliers  of  the  Colo- 
nial forces  and  later  some  of  them  served  in  the  War  of 
1812.  The  family  was  originally  of  the  Anglican  or 
Episcopal  faith,  but  M.  T.  !'.  W  riLjIii  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church.  He  ha-  lu,ii  :,  |.|,nii,r  all  of  his  life 
and  is  a  member  of  the  1  i.im.,  i  :ith  iniuy.  He  married 
Eliza  Harding  Coles,  a  natiir  of  Vir-^mia  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Richard  Coles,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Confederate  forces.  Her  grandfather,  James  Coles, 
fought  during  the  War  of  1S45,  with  Mexico,  as  a  colonel. 
Thomas  Richard  Coles,  who  was  major  of  the  Forty-sev- 
enth A'irginia  Infantry,  C.  S.  A.,  married  a  Miss  Harding, 
who  was  directly  related  to  Commodore  Perry.  Eliza 
Coles  Wright  died  at  the  old  home  in  1890  at  the  age  of 
thirtv  eight.  Five  children  were  born  to  her  union  with 
Mr.  Wright  and  of  these  Cyrus  Arthur  Wright  is  the 
eldest  and  the  only  one  who  is  a  resident  of  the  state 
of  Texas. 

Cyrus  Arthur  Wright  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Virginia,  on  the  27th  of  August,  1873.  He  re- 
ceived a  splendid  education,  first  attending  the  famous 
old  college  of  William  and  Mary,  at  Williamsburg,  Vir- 
ginia, and  later  entering  the  University  of  Nashville, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1898,  with 
the  degree  of  B.  A.  He  entered  the  latter  institution  on 
a  scholarship  which  he  won  through  competitive  exam- 
ination and  his  record  in  college  was  a  brilliant  one. 

After  leaving  the  university  he  taught  school  for  a 
time,  in  Tennessee,  South  Carolina  and  Texas.  He  came 
to  the  latter  state  in  1901,  first  teaching  in  Arlington, 
Texas.  In  1902  he  removed  to  Itasca,  in  Hill  co\nity, 
and  here  he  began  the  practice  of  law.  He  had  alto- 
gether four  years  of  experience  as  a  teacher.  He  did  not 
remain  in  Hill  county  long,  soon  removing  to  Brad.v, 
McCulloch  county,  where  he  opened  an  office  and  re- 
mained for  seven  years,  enjoying  a  very  successful  prac- 
tice. During  this  time  he  served  one  term  as  county 
judge. 

In  JIarch,  1909,  he  removed  to  Amarillo,  Potter  county, 
Texas,  and  here  he  has  resided  ever  since.  His  practice 
is  a  general  one  and  he  has  very  little  spare  time,  so 
busy  does  it  keep  him.  His  offices  are  in  the  Bivins 
block  and  he  is  enthusiastic  over  the  future  of  Texas, 
and  Amarillo,  never  exjiecting  to  live  anywhere  else. 

In  politics  Mr.  Wright  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  he  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
county,  state  and  national  politics.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Potter  County  Bar  Association  and  of  the  Bar  As- 
sociation of  Texas.  In  the  fraternal  world  his  principal 
affiliations  are  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  In  religious 
matters  he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,    South. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  1911,  Mr.  Wright  was  married 
to  Miss  Gladys  Yoakum  Gillette.  Mrs.  Wright  was  born 
in  Texas,  in  Greenville,  Hunt  county,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  William  S.  Gillette.  Mrs.  Wright's  father  died  when 
she  was  four  years  old  and  when  she  was  seven  she  went 
to  Los  Angeles  with  her  mother  and  there  they  lived 
until  she  was  twelve  years  of  age.  She  attended  school 
in  the  California  city  and  when  they  returned  to  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  she  went  ,to  school  in  that  city  until  she 
was  sent  to  the  National  Park  Seminary,  near  Washing- 
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ton,  D  C,  to  complete  her  education.  She  graduated 
from  this  institution  with  high  honors.  Mrs.  Wright's 
niot^er  was  a  Taylor,  a  member  of  a  well  known  family 
of  Tennessee,  and  indirectly  descended  from  James  K 
Polk.  After  the  death  of  her  first  husband  Mrs  Gillette 
married  Judge  C.  H.  Yoakum,  attorney  general  for  the 
Frisco  Railroad  Company,  and  a  brother  of  B  F  Yoa- 
kum, who  is  president  of  this  company,  and  he  has  been 
everything  that  a  stepfather  could  be  to  Mrs.  Wright 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  have  one  son,  Gillette  Foy,  who 
was  born  m  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  on  the  9th  of  February, 

William  S.  Roberts.  The  Panhandle  country  within 
the  last  two  decades  has  proved  one  of  the  richest  and 
most  fertile  areas  of  the  great  state  of  Texas.  The 
more  important  factor,  liowever,  than  the  resources  of 
the  land  and  cliin.-itr,  is  ili,.  .-haiacter  of  the  citizenship, 
m  whose  hands  aiv  .m  i  iisi,.,l  the  destinies  of  this  re- 
markable couutiy.  in  il,,s  1,-speet  the  outlook  for  the 
Panhandle  is  cspeeially  bright,  and  searching  in  every 
corner  of  the  state  would  not  reveal  a  higher  grade  o"f 
social  and  civic  character  than  can  be  found  in  the  ex- 
treme northwest.  A  family  that  well  represents  this 
Panhandle  citizenship  is  that  of  William  E.  Roberts,  a 
citizen  and  well-known  business  man  of  Amarillo. 

William  S.  Roberts  was  born  in  Hill  county,  Texas 
May  30,  1866,  the  oldest  of  ten  children  in  the  family  of 
Jesse  and  Epsie  (Williams)  Roberts.  The  Roberts  fani- 
is  Scotch-Irish  in  origin,  and  the  first  ancestors  lo- 
cated ni  Virginia.  The  great-great-grandfather  of  Mr. 
Roberts  moved  west  and  became  one  of  the  early  settlers 
in  Illinois  and  the  grandfather  moved  from  that  state  to 
Texas,  among;  the  pioneers.  On  the  maternal  side  the 
Williams  family  came  from  England  and  settled  in  Ten- 
nessee, whence  they  lunve  to  Mississippi,  and  Grandfather 
Daniel  W.lliimis  liii,-.l!,v  lor;, ted  in  Hill  county,  Texas, 
where  he  w.is  hiiimh;^  iI,,,s,.  m  ho  developed  the  virgin  land 
from  the  wil.lc'iiicss,  .-linl  |.l:iiiteil  the  first  crops  in  that 
part  of  the  state.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Roberts  were 
married  in  Hill  county  iu  1863.  Jesse  Roberts,  who  was 
born  in  Illinois,  came  to  Texas  in  1854,  first  settling  in 
Navarro  county,  and  became  stock  farmers  and  accumu- 
lated much  property  and  was  influential  in  citizenship. 
He  is  now  a  retired  resident  at  Springtown,  in  Parker 
county.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served  with  the  Confed- 
erate army  for  two  years,  and  during  that  time  was  sta- 
tioned at  Galveston,  where  he  saw  only  some  small  skir- 
mishes and  was  never  in  the  major  campaigns  of  the 
war.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  Christ. 

Mr.  Jesse  Roberts  is  one  of  the  remarkable  men  of 
Texas,  in  one  respect.  He  holds  the  world's  champion- 
ship among  the  old  time  fiddlers,  and  there  is  no  one 
anywhere  in  the  country  who  can  wield  the  bow  over  the 
strings  with  iiiori'  i;i,irc  :iii.|  :iL;ility  and  at  the  same  time 
jierfect  more  iucIo.Iimik  .nhl  .■ntrancing  melodies  than  the 
venerable  Jesse  Kolx-rts.  lie  never  graduated  from  any 
school  of  musical  instruction,  trained  himself  in  the  art, 
and  has  the  ability  to  execute  all  kinds  of  music.  The 
mother,  who  is  still  living,  was  born  in  the  state  of  Mis- 
sissippi. There  were  ten  children  in  the  family,  of 
whom   William   S.  was  the  first. 

William  S.  Roberts  was  reared  and  educated  in  Texas, 
and  began  his  career  as  a  teacher.  He  was  graduated 
in  1893  from  the  well-known  institution  Springtown 
Academy,  and  after  leaving  that  school  taught  mathe- 
matics for  five  years,  and  for  ten  years  was  engaged  in 
public  school  work  in  Erath,  Cooke  and  Roberts  coun- 
ties, Texas.  During  that  time  he  served  two  terms  as 
superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Cooke  county,  and  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners.  In  the 
■Spring  of  1903  Mr.  Roberts  came  to  Amarillo,  where  he 
opened  a  real  estate  office,  and  where  he  has  since  built 
up  a  large  business  in  this  line.  He  is  thoroughly  well 
informed  as  to  land  values  and  resources  of  the  country, 
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and  is  a  real  estate  dealer  in  whom  his  patrons  have  im- 
plicit confidence. 

In  political  affairs  Mr.  Roberts  has  always  taken  an 
active  part,  both  locally  and  in  the  state,  and  gives  his 
support  to  every  movement  for  better  government.  His 
party  is  the  Democratic.  He  is  now  serving  and  has 
served  for  four  years  as  president  of  the  AmariUo  school 
board.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  and  is  an  elder  in  the  Church  of 
Christ.  .  ,  .   ,  ,,. 

On  August  2",  1895,  at  Springtown,  he  married  Miss 
Lulu  Nolchutt,  daughter  of  E.  L.  Nolchutt,  formerly  of 
Tennessee,  but  settling  in  Texas  many  years  ago.  Mrs. 
Roberts  was  born  in  Texas,  and  is  a  talented,  highly  edu- 
cated woman.  She  was  graduated  in  1894  from  the 
Springtown  Male  and  Female  Institute  and  besides  rear- 
ing a  fine  family  of  children,  she  has  talien  much  interest 
in  women's  affairs,  having  membership  in  the  Mothers' 
Club  and  civic  leagues,  and  other  local  movements.  Six 
children  have  been  born  to  the  Roberts  home,  and  they 
are  named  as  follows:  Lora,born  at  Springtown. graduated 
in  1913  from  the  Amarillo  high  school.  Miss  Lora 
gained  special  distinction  by  winning  the  first  prize  in  a 
contest  offered  by  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  in  a  contest,  the 
award  being  made  for  the  best  essay  describing  the  edu- 
cational advantages  of  the  Santa  Fe's  demonstration 
train.  Two  hundred  and  seventy-three  schools  and  col- 
leges in  six  different  states  and  five  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  contestants  were  represented  in  this 
unique  competition,  and  among  others  represented  were 
students  from  the  University  of  Oklahoma,  the  Canyon 
City  Normal,  Baylor  University  at  Waco,  and  other 
higher  schools.  Leta,  the  second  of  the  children,  was 
born  at  Era,  in  Cooke  county,  and  Lona  was  also  born 
in  the  same  place.  Jo  Billy  Roberts  was  born  in  Ama- 
rillo, which  was  also  the  birthplace  of  Juanita  and  one 
now  deceased.  Mr.  Roberts  and  family  reside  in  a  com- 
fortable and  attractive  residence  at  1810  Tiler  street. 
He  is  also  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising  and 
owns  a  large  amount  of  land  in  this  section  of  the  state. 
Mr.  Roberts  has  thoroughly  studied  conditions  in  north- 
west Texas,  and  claims  in"  time  the  plains  country  will 
become  one  of  the  leading  grain  producer  centers  of  the 
United   States. 

William  C.  Eutledge,  M.  D.  A  prominent  physician 
and  surgeon  of  North  Texas,  Dr.  Rutledge  has  practiced 
medicine  for  twenty  years,  and  for  the  past  fourteen 
years  has  been  located  at  Denison,  where  he  enjoys  large 
professional   success. 

He  was  born  April  4,  1861,  at  Martinsburg,  Ken- 
tuckv,  in  Cumberland  county.  He  is  of  English  stock  on 
his  father's  side  and  Irish  on  his  mother's.  The  early 
ancestors  of  Dr.  Rutledge,  Edward  and  John  Rutledge, 
came  from  England  to  North  Carolina.  Edward  Rut- 
ledge was  governor  of  North  Carolina  and  John  was  one 
of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
both  were  verv  prominent  men.  The  doctor's  great- 
grandfather came  from  North  Carolina  and  located 
in  North  Alabama  and  the  doctor's  grandfather, 
John  Eutledge,  came  from  Alabama  to  Kentucky, 
and  married  a  Murlev.  To  them  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and'  five  daughters,  Milton  Rutledge 
being  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  There  are  a  num- 
ber of  relatives  in  Texas,  and  most  of  them  live  in 
Collin  county.  The  doctor's  parents  were  Milton  and 
Nancy  (Smith)  Rutledge,  both  born  in  Kentucky,  and 
the  father,  who  was  a  farmer,  came  to  McKlnney,  in 
Collin  countv,  Texas,  in  1884,  and  farmed  in  that  vicinity 
until  his  death  in  1909.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and 
is  an  active  woman  of  seventy-five  years.  Dr.  Rutledge 
is  the  second  in  a  family  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 
His  early  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of 
Kentucky,  also  the  normal  schools  of  Burksville  and 
Glasgow,  Kentucky,  and  besides  private  study  he  pre- 
pared for  his  profession  in  the  Hospital  University  of 


Medicine  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  graduating  in  1898, 
with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  Dr.  Rutledge  also  took  post- 
graduate work  in  the  New  York  Policlinic,  in  1905.  By 
license  from  the  state  board,  he  began  practice  in  CoUin 
county,  Texas,  in  1891,  and  was  identified  with  the  local- 
ity until  1899,  since  which  time  Denison  has  been  his 
home  and  the  scene  of  his  professional  efforts.  He  has 
membership  in  the  Denison,  the  Grayson  county,  the 
State  and  North  Texas  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Rutledge  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
taken  considerable  interest  in  party  affairs.  He  is  atfili- 
ated  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  is  a  deacon  in  the 
Christian  church  in  Denison,  and  allies  himself  with 
every  movement  for  the  betterment  of  his  community. 

Dr.  Rutledge  was  married  October  8,  1885,  in  Glasgow, 
Kentucky,  to  Miss  Sallie  E.  Myers,  a  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Mary  Ellen  Myers,  now  deceased.  Her  father  was  a 
millwright  by  trade.  To  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Rutledge 
and  wife  have  been  born  five  sons,  one  of  whom  is  de- 
ceased. The  four  now  living,  all  except  the  youngest  of 
whom,  are  well  started  in  their  careers,  are  as  fol- 
lows: R.  M.,  aged  twenty-seven,  is  in  the  wholesale 
grocery  house  of  Waples-Platter  at  Denison;  Dr.  J.  A., 
aged  twenty-three,  is  a  surgeon  at  Woodville,  Oklahoma; 
B.  F.,  aged  twenty-two,  is  bill  clerk  in  the  Waples- 
Platter  wholesale  grocery  house  at  Denison ;  and  W.  C. 
Rutledge,  aged  fourteen,  is  still  in  school.  The  Rutledge 
home  is  at  1103  South  Armstrong  Avenue,  and  his  office 
is   in   the  Security  Building. 

Louis  Gillman.  For  many  years  America  and  her 
business  opportunities  have  been  exploited  in  other 
lands,  and  to  her  shores  li.ive  come  people  of  every  coun- 
try to  take  advantage  of  these.  ^Miile  a  welcome  has 
been  extended  to  all  and  a  large  degree  of  personal 
freedom  assured  to  them,  it  has  been  the  solid,  thrifty 
European  who  has  been  most  acceptable,  for  in  a  large 
majority  of  cases  he  has  come  already  prepared  for  self- 
support,  and  with  aspirations  that  include  the  founding 
of  a  home,  the  educating  and  rearing  of  his  children, 
and  the  assuming  of  the  responsibilities  of  citizenship. 
Such  a  man  is  Louis  Gillman,  who,  as  proprietor  of  the 
Pan -Handle  Furniture  Company,  at  No.  215  East  Fourth 
street,  is  one  of  the  well-known  and  substantial  business 
men  of  Amarillo.  Although  a  resident  of  this  city 
only  since  1908,  Mr.  Gillman  has  already  firmly  estab- 
lished himself  as  a  man  of  ability  and  usefulness,  one 
interested  in  the  pirogress  and  development  of  his 
adopted  city  and  taking  pride  in  its  achievements.  A 
self-made  man  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  his  career  has 
been  one  of  steady  advancement,  and  should  be  of  a  na- 
ture encouraging  to  the  ambitious  youth  of  any  land. 
Mr.  Gillman  was  born  April  17,  1878,  in  Russia,  and  is 
a  son  of  Abraham  and  Katherine  (Eyfa)  Gillman,  farm- 
ing people  of  that  country,  who  never  left  Europe,  the 
father  dying  in  1908,  when  sixty-five  years  old,  and 
the  mother  in  1907,  when  in  her  sixty-third  year.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  Louis  was 
the  sixth  in  order  of  birth. 

The  son  of  a  moderately  successful  farmer,  Louis 
Gillman  was  given  a  common  school  education  at  Visna, 
but  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  completed  his  studies  and 
was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  wood-worker's  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  seven  years,  in  the  meantime  serving  for 
one  and  one-half  years  in  the  Russian  army.  Like  thou- 
sands of  others  of  his  worthy  countrymen  who  could  see 
ahead  of  them  in  their  native  land  only  a  long  career  of 
hard  labor,  with  but  little  chance  of  achieving  independ- 
ence, he  left  Russia  in  1906,  and  came  to  the  United 
States,  by  way  of  England.  In  1908  he  made  his  ad- 
vent in  Amarillo,  Texas,  and  during  the  first  six  mouths 
was  emploved  in  the  establisbmeiit  of  Green  Brothers 
Furniture  Company.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  decided  to  enter  business  on  his  own  account,  and 
accordingly  formed  a  co-partnership  with  King  Broth- 
ers, and  established  what  was  Unown  as  the  Pan-Handle 
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Furniture  Company.  Six  months  later  he  bought  out 
his  partners,  and  since  that  time  has  conducted  the  busi- 
ness alone,  meeting  with  unqualified  success.  Despite 
the  newness  of  the  business,  and  the  size  of  its  quarters, 
the  amount  of  trade  handled  compares  favorably  with 
that  of  any  establishment  of  its  kind  in  the  city.  This 
success  may  be  traced  directly  to  Mr.  Gillman  's  good  man- 
agement, honest  business  policy,  thorough  knowledge  of 
his  chosen  calling,  and  energetic,  untiring  enterprise. 
At  all  times  manifesting  a  desire  to  please  his  patrons, 
he  has  made  many  of  them  personal  friends,  and  at  all 
times  has  been  popular  with  his  business  associates  and 
those  who  have  met  him  in  any  waj-.  It  is  only  natural 
that  Mr.  Gillman  should  be  satisfied  with  Amarillo  and 
to  have  faith  in  its  future,  and  to  manifest  this  confi- 
dence he  has  invested  heavily  in  city  realty.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Merchants' 
Association,  and  can  be  counted  upon  to  withhold  his 
support  from  no  progressive  movements  inaugurated  by 
these  bodies.  In  political  matters  he  is  a  Kepublican, 
but  only  takes  a  good  citizen  's  interest  in  matters  of  a 
public  nature. 

On  January  2,  1909,  Mr.  Gillman  was  married  to  Miss 
Eose  Sborr,  daughter  of  Gidalia  Shorr,  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  this  union  there  has  come  one  daughter: 
Katherine,  born  at  Amarillo,  October  17,  1911.  The 
pleasant  family  residence  is  located  at  No.  1211  Pierce 
street. 

Hon.  D.  Leon  Habp.  A  young  lawyer  of  San  An- 
gelo,  and  a  member  of  the  present  state  legislature,  Mr. 
Harp  is  very  highly  regarded  as  a  young  man  whose 
ability  and  accomplishments  are  certain  to  take  him  far 
in  his  profession  and  in  the  field  of  politics,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-seven  he  has  already  made  an  excellent 
start. 

D.  L.  Harp,  who  is  of  Scotch-Irish  stock,  and  a  descend- 
ant of  old  families,  who  for  many  generations  were  plant- 
ers and  slave  owners  in  Georgia,  was  himself  born  in 
Texas,  October  8,  1S86.  His  parents  were  R.  M.  and 
Millie  Harp,  of  Georgia,  the  former  a  lumberman  of 
that  state.  He  left  Georgia  in  1883  and  moved  to  one 
of  the  principal  lumber  districts  of  Texas,  in  Cass 
county.  He  was  in  the  lumber  business  there  for  some 
yearsi  and  in  1895  moved  to  Morris  county,  where  he 
was  a  ranchman  and  stockman  in  partnership  with  John 
L.  Sheppard.  In  1901  he  sold  bis  interests  and  moved 
to  the  town  of  Naples,  where  he  was  iu  the  hardware 
business  for  some  time,  later  moving  to  Sweetwater  in 
1904,  and  still  later  to  Cleburne.  There  he  was  in  the 
retail  grocery  business  until  1907,  in  which  year  he  es- 
tablished himself  at  San  Angelo,  and  once  more  resumed 
ranching,  which  he  followed  until  his  death  in  1911. 
The  mother  passed  away  in  1912. 

The  fourth  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  D.  Leon 
Harp  received  his  first  education  from  the  public  schools 
of  northeast  Texas.  He  was  then  a  student  in  Gray- 
son College  at  W]iite»  i  iylit.  in  rir:iys,iii  cunty.  where 
he  was  graduntiMl  m  i;im^  vmiI,  tl,,.  ,ic-irr<  at  B.  S.  and 
B.  O.  From  tlinv  h,.  ,.nir,v.|  tli.'  riii\rixity  of  Texas, 
where  he  stndu'^l  l;nv  tnr  rwn  ycai<.  lii  1909,  having 
been  admitted  to  the  bar,  he  began  his  practice  in  San 
Angelo,  and  has  made  himself  known  in  the  local  bar  as 
a  forceful  and  well  informed  lawyer,  and  a  speaker 
both  in  court  and  on  the  stump,  of  execeptional  ability 
and  fluency. 

Mr.  Harp  in  1912  was  elected  to  the  legislature  as  rep- 
resentative of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  legislative 
district  for  the  regular  two-year  term.  Since  he  was 
little  more  than  a  boy  he  has  been  interested  in  politics 
and  has  done  much  speaking  in  the  various  campaigns. 
Fraternally  he  is  aflHliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Benevolent  and  Protect- 
ive Order  of  Elks,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
and  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  His  church  is  the 
Baptist. 


On  November  6,  1912,  the  day  following  his  election 
to  the  state  legislature,  Mr.  Harp  married  Miss  Laura 
Kirkpatriek,  daughter  of  W.  A.  and  Alice  Kirkpatrick 
of  Whitewright,  Texas.  Her  father  is  a  Presbyterian 
minister,  came  to  Texas  from  Tennessee  about  forty 
years  ago,  and  has  been  devoted  to  his  profession  in 
Texas  for  many  years.  He  is  now  secretary  of  his  pres- 
bytery. The  mother  is  also  living  and  their  home  is  at 
Whitewright. 

Emette  Westbrook.  Now  president  of  the  First 
State  Bank  of  Sterling  City,  Mr.  Westbrook  has  been 
identified  with  this  section  of  west  Texas  since  the  be- 
ginning of  his  business  career,  and  is  thoroughly  familiar 
with  banking  and  especially  with  financial  conditions  iu 
this  part  of  the  country.  He  was  formerly  a  private 
banker  in  Sterling  City,  and  has  been  identified  with  the 
First  State  Bank  as  cashier  and  president  from  its  be- 
ginning. 

Emette  Westbrook  was  born  in  Johnson  county,  Texas 
August  5,  1874.  His  parents  were  J.  B.  and  Joanna 
Westbrook,  who  were  of  Scotch-Irish  stock,  and  the 
father  was  an  Alabama  resident,  from  which  state  he 
moved  to  Texas,  in  1869.  The  family  were  known  as 
cotton  planters  and  slave  owners  in  Alabama,  before  the 
war.  The  father  had  three  brothers  and  one  sister,  and 
all  of  them  married  and  had  families.  J.  B.  West- 
brook for  many  years  was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  in 
Johnson  county,  wheie  he  died  October  15,  1912.  Dur- 
ing the  war  he  entered  the  Confederate  army,  responding 
to  the  second  call  for  troops  in  1862,  and  "then  continu- 
ing until  the  close  of  hostilities.  The  mother  died  in 
1883.  Of  the  four  children  in  the  first  union  of  the 
father,  Mr.  Westbrook  is  the  only  one  now  living,  and 
there  were  three  children  by  the  second  marriage  of  his 
father,  and  all  now  live  in  Texas. 

In  the  public  schools  Mr.  Westbrook  received  his 
early  training  and  later  attended  the  Grayson  College 
at  Whitewright,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1901,  with 
the  degree  of  B.  P.  His  first  business  experience  was  in 
the  office  of  Beall  &  Beall  at  Sweetwater,  and  he  then 
took  a  clerkship  with  Thomas  Trammel  &  Company, 
private  bankers  at  Sweetwater.  From  there  he  moved 
to  Sterling  City  and  started  the  private  bank,  known  as 
the  Sterling  County  Bank,  in  November,  1904.  In  Sep- 
tember of  the  following  year  was  organized  the  First 
State  Bank,  and  the  Sterling  County  Bank  was  one  of  the 
constituent  elements  in  the  new  bank.  With  the  open- 
ing of  the  First  State  Bank  for  business,  Mr.  Westbrook 
became  cashier,  and  held  that  position  until  1910,  since- 
which  time  he  has  been  president. 

During  his  residence  in  Sweetwater,  Mr.  Westbrook 
for  two  years  served  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the- 
city.  He  has  been  a  Democratic  worker,  and  is  affiliated 
with  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  has  taken  the  crvp- 
tic  degrees,  and  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Woodmen"  of 
the  World  and  the   Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

April  27,  1902,  he  married  Miss  Jennie  L. 
of  Weatherford,  a  daughter  of  John  Anderson, 
in  the  furniture  business  at  Weatherford,  until  his 
death.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Jlr.  and  Mrs. 
Westbrook.  Emette  Westbrook,  Jr.,  is  eight  years  old 
and  Miss  Madeline  Westbrook  is  four  years  old.  Mr. 
Westbrook  as  a  banker  has  been  able  to  contribute  much 
to  the  development  of  the  North  Concho  Valley  country, 
and  from  his  business  experience  here  it  is  his  judgment 
that  there  is  no  finer  stock  raising  country  in  the  west 
than  that  portion  contained  in  Sterling  county. 

E.  T.  Miller.  A  native  of  Texas  who  has  spent  nearly 
all  his  life  in  the  northwestern  counties  of  the  state,  Mr. 
Miller  has  for  several  terms  served  as  city  attorney  for 
Amarillo,  and  is  one  of  the  rising  young  members  of 
the  bar  in  that  city. 

E.  T.  Miller  was  born  in  Johnson,  Texas,  December  22, 
1884,  the  fourth  of  six  children  born  to  Albert  William 
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and  Mary  J.  (Thompson)  Miller.  The  father,  a  native 
of  North  Carolina,  came  to  Texas  when  a  young  man, 
began  farming,  later  transferred  his  attention  to  mer^ 
chandising  in  Egan,  Johnson  county,  and  since  1907 
has  resided  in  Potter  county,  being  now  retired  and 
sixty-eight  years  of  age.  He  was  in  Texas  when  the 
Civil  war  broke  out  and  he  served  in  the  Twelfth  Texas 
Begiment  and  saw  much  hard  service  and  participated  in 
many  battles.  For  four  terms  he  was  honored  with  the 
office  of  tax  assessor  for  Armstrong  county,  and  has  held 
other  positions  in  public  affairs.  The  mother,  who  is 
also  living,  was  born  in  Johnson  county,  in  1852,  and 
her  father  was  a  veteran  of  both  the  Mexican  and  Civil 
wars.  Besides  the  Amarillo  attorney,  the  other  living 
children  of  the  family  are  Jlarion,  W.  M.  Miller, 
Claude,   Mrs.   Margaret   Slay  and  Mrs.   Ora   ilay  Trice. 

Mr.  E.  T.  Miller,  when  a  boy,  learned  to  depend  upon 
himself  for  his  personal  advancement,  and  has  followed 
the  leadings  of  his  ambition  until  he  now  ranks  as  a 
successful  lawyer.  He  attended  the  public  schools,  and 
finished  at  the"  high  school  in  Claude,  the  county  seat  of 
Armstrong  county.  He  subsequently  was  a  student  in 
the  Polytechnic  College  and  the  University  of  Texas, 
and  for"  one  year  was  a  student  in  Washington  &  Lee 
University  of  Virginia.  After  passing  a  successful  ex- 
amination as  an  attorney  he  located  at  AmariUo,  opened 
his  office  as  a  lawyer  in  September,  1907.  Six  months 
later  he  had  progressed  so  far  in  his  profession  and  in 
popularity  among  the  citizens  that  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  city  attorney,  and  is  now  serving  his  third  tenn 
in  office.  He  also  enjoys  a  large  general  practice.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  County  Bar  Association,  and  frater- 
nallv  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Be- 
nevolent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church. 

At  Claude,  in  Armstrong  county,  August  11,  1907,  Mr. 
Miller  married  Miss  Agnes  Zona  Brummett,  a  daughter 
of  Judge  W.  H.  and  Fannie  Brummett,  the  former 
county  judge  of  Armstrong  county.  Mr.  Miller  and  wife 
have  two  children.  Mary  Frances  was  born  at  Amarillo 
in  May,  1908,  and  lona  Kate  was  born  at  Amarillo  in 
April,   1910. 

JULIEN  Levy.  To  have  started  in  business  on  a  mod- 
est scale,  with  a  small  stock  of  goods  and  in  limited 
quarters,  and  to  have  built  up  the  largest  department 
store  in  the  Panhandle,  all  within  the  space  of  four 
years'  time,  is  the  achievement  in  merchandising  at- 
tained by  Julien  Lew,  of  Amarillo,  now  one  of  the  fore- 
most merchants  of  that  city.  Mr.  Levy  is  a  young  busi- 
ness man  who  came  to  America  fifteen  years  ago,  began 
as  a  clerk,  was  promoted  for  efficiency  and  by  fair  and 
square  and  courteous  dealing  and  on  the  plan  of  giving 
good  merchandise  at  low  prices,  has  acquired  a  liberal 
prosperity  and  an  infiuential  position.  Julien  Levy  was 
born  in  "Brumath,  in  Alsace,  Germany,  June  5,  1880. 
His  parents  were  W.  and  M.  (Meyer)  Levy,  both  par- 
ents natives  of  Alsace,  where  the  father  died  in  1884 
at  the  age  of  thirty-nine.  He  was  a  merchant.  The 
mother  reared  her  family  in  her  native  country,  and  in 
1904  came  to  America,  and  remained  with  her  daughter 
in  Bessemer,  Alabama,  until  her  death  in  1905  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three.  There  were  four  children  in  the 
family.  Mrs.  Rachel  Levy  lived  at  Bar  Le  Due,  France ; 
Bernard,  also  a  resident  of  France,  and  Mis.  Delphine 
Schwabacher,  of  Bessemer,  Alabama. 

Julien  Levy,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  was  reared  in 
Prance,  and  attended  the  high  school  at  Nancy.  Leav- 
ing school  when  thirteen  years  of  age  he  began 
an  apprenticeship  in  the  dry  goods  business  and  con- 
tinued in  that  manner  until  he  canie  to  America.  He 
arrived  in  this  country  on  October  13,  1898,  went  to 
Bessemer,  Alabama,  where  he  obtained  a  clerkship  in  a 
shoe  store  with  his  brother-in-law,  and  remained  there 
six   years.      He   was    next    at    West    Point.    Mississippi, 


employed  in  a  store  there  for  eighteen  months,  and  from 
there  moved  to  Augusta,  Arkansas,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  one  of  the  local  shops  for  twelve  months.  From 
there  he  came  to  Amarillo,  and  entered  the  e"mploy  of 
the  Famous  Store,  his  connection  with  that  firm  continu- 
ing for  one  year.  During  that  time  he  bought  the  stock 
of  dry  goods,  a  department  which  the  Famous  Store  had 
abandoned,  and  remained  in  charge  of  the  stock  for  six 
months  until  he  could  secure  quarters  for  his  independent 
enterprise.  Since  then  he  has  developed  his  business, 
until,  as  already  stated,  it  is  the  largest  store  of  its 
kind  in  the  Panhandle,  and  he  occupies  four  large  store 
buildings  in  Amarillo,  and  is  sole  proprietor  of  the  busi- 
ness. One  reason  of  the  success  of  the  business  is  be- 
cause Mr.  Levy  goes  to  Xew  York  and  other  markets 
twice  a  j'ear  and  his  manager,  Max  Goodman,  also 
makes  the  trip  twice  a  year,  both  getting  new  ideas  while 
doing  the  buying  in  the  Eastern  markets. 

In  politics  Mr.  Levy  is  independent,  is  affiliated  with 
the  Blue  Lodge  of  Masonry  and  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  At  Trinidad,  Colorado,  in  July,  1906,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Blanche  Hollander,  a  daughter  of  Rebecca 
Hollander,  her  mother  now  residing  in  California,  and 
her  father  being  deceased.  Their  one  child  is  Bertram 
Levy,  born  at  Amarillo,  August  21,  1908.  Mr.  Levy  is 
fond  of  travel  and  outdoor  life,  and  when  business  per- 
mits he  enjoys  nothing  better  than  recreations  in  the 
country. 

Houston  Hayxie.  With  a  splendid  record  in  busi- 
ness, and  as  a  soldier  of  the  Confederacy,  Houston  Hay- 
nie  has  been  a  resident  of  Kaufman  county  since  1885, 
has  been  identified  with  farming,  for  some  time  has 
managed  a  large  cotton  gin.  and  has  also  been  interested 
in  banking  and  in  civic  affairs  in  his  county  and  home 
locality.  His  career  has  been  one  of  exceptional  in- 
terest. He  fought  valiantly  as  a  soldier,  and  had  hardly 
attained  to  manhood  when  the  war  closed.  He  began  his 
career  as  a  farmer  with  practically  no  capital  and  by 
many  years  of  continuous  effort  and  honorable  dealings 
long  since  acquired  a  competence,  and  now  lives  sur- 
rounded with  the  comforts  of  material  existence,  and 
with  a  large  and  happy  family  of  children  and  grand- 
children. 

Houston  Haynie  was  born  in  Pontotoc  county,  Mis- 
sissippi, November  7,  1845,  and  spent  most  of  his  life 
there  until  he  moved  to  Texas  in  1885.  From  1878 
until  he  left  the  state,  the  portion  of  Pontotoc  county  in 
which  he  was  born  was  made  into  a  new  county,  known 
as  Union  county.  His  father  was  Elijah  B.  Haynie, 
who  settled  in  Mississippi  from  Anderson  district  in 
South  Carolina.  Elijah  B.  Haynie  was  born  about  1806, 
and  died  in  1846,  soon  after  reaching  Mississippi.  He 
was  at  hat-maker  and  planter,  by  occupation.  In  South 
Carolina  he  married  Jane  Caldwell,  a  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Caldwell  of  South  Carolina  origin.  The  Caldwell 
family,  it  should  be  noted  were  not  slave  holders.  There 
were  "only  two  children  in  the  family  of  Elijah  B.  Hay- 
nie and  "wife.  The  older  was  W.  M.  Haynie,  who  died 
in  Kaufman  county,  Texas,  in  1911,  and  by  his  two 
wives,  Mary  Moore,  and  Alice  Caldwell  left  a  family  of 
children,  "w.  M.  Haynie  was  at  one  time  sheriff  of 
Kaufman  countv,  and"  for  a  number  of  years  operated 
a  gin  at  Kaufman.  The  mother  of  Houston  Haynie  died 
about  1860.  His  father  had  a  number  of  brothers  and 
sisters  and  among  the  brothers  were  Charles,  who  spent 
his  life  in  Anderson  district  of  South  Carolina;  Martin 
and  Britton,  both  of  whom  moved  to  Alabama,  and 
lived  there  until  death;  George,  who  died  in  North 
Georgia;  Reuben,  who  probably  lived  in  the  same  local- 
ity; Gideon  H.,  who  came  to  Mississippi  at  the  same  time 
with  his  brother  Elijah  and  .lied  there.  There  were 
three  sisters,  but  their  names  and  facts  of  their  existence 
are   not   known. 

Houston  Havnie  grew  up  in  the  home  of  his  grand- 
father  Caldwell,   and   his  early  career   was   spent   on   a 
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farm,  during  nbioh  time  he  received  the  advantages  of 
country  schools.  AVhen  he  was  seventeen  years  old  in 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  G  of  the  Forty-fifth  Mis- 
sissippi Infantry  under  Captain  John  N.  Sloan  and 
Col.  A.  B.  Hardeastle.  Later  he  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  W.  H.  H.  Tyson,  in  Lowrey's  Brigade, 
Pat  Cleyburne  's  Division  of  Hardee  's  corps,  Army  of  the 
Tennessee.  His  regiment  joined  the  army  at  Tullahome, 
Tennessee,  and  took  part  in  many  of  the  famous  Atlan- 
tic campaign.  He  was  at  Chickamauga,  Mission  Ridge, 
Ringgold  Gap,  Resaea,  New  Hope  Church,  Kennesaw 
Jlountain,  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  and  was  in  the  big  en- 
gagement of  the  twenty-second  of  July,  1864,  before 
Atlanta.  With  Hood  's  army,  he  went  back  into  Tennes- 
see, and  captured  many  Federal  prisoners  on  the  way  to 
Franklin. 

H<-  v\.-i-  .•n^:iL;.'d  in  detail  duty  at  the  time  of  the  bat- 
tle .il  I'l.iiikliii,  :ind  immediately  thereafter  his  com- 
pany \v.is  (lisliiihlod.  and  its  members  secured  horses 
and  many  of  tljcni  joined  Forrest's  Cavalry.  With  that 
famous  command,  Mr.  Haynie  engaged  in  desultory 
fighting  and  skirmishing  until  his  surrender  at  Meridian, 
Mississippi.  Only  once  in  his  many  campaigns  and 
marches  and  battles  was  he  hit  by  a  ijall,  and  that  was 
at  New  Hope  Church.  He  kept  good  health  throughout 
the  service,  and  when  mustered  out  was  ready  to  take 
up  the  battle  of  civic  life  at  once. 

Witli  the  close  of  the  war  his  possessions  consisted 
only  of  the  clothes  which  he  wore  home  and  a  dollar  bill 
on  an  Alabama  bank.  Twenty  years  of  age  he  took  up 
farming  on  his  grandfather's  place,  where  he  lived  three 
years,  ami  tliiii  sj^it  married.  He  set  up  for  himself  in 
Uiiiiiii  r,,mity.  viliich  was  still  a  part  nt'  l'(int(.tMc  .-nunty. 
He  iiia-l('  ;i  liltir  more  than  a  liviiiy.  ami  witli  his  in- 
creasing family  was  induced  to  migiati'  to  Ti'xas  by  his 
brother,  who  had  aheadv  moved  to  the  T.one  Star  State. 
He  brought  his  wife  and  two  children,  and  in  1885  began 
his  career  in  Kaufman  county.  Renting  land  near  Kemp 
from  John  T.  Rice,  he  spent  two  years  there,  and  next 
bought  a  lot  in  Kemp,  where  he  put  up  a  resdience,  and 
continued  for  two  seasons  to  rent  land  and  farm.  At  the 
end  of  two  years  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  improved 
land,  and  subser|uently  added  to  his  estate  considerable 
new  laml,  buying  at  prices  ranging  from  two  dollars  to 
three  and  a  half  per  acre.  He  finally  accumulated  five 
hundred  acres,  and  having  inijiroved'  it  and  its  value 
having  also  increased  through  tin'  gradual  rise  in  prop- 
erty values  in  Texas,  he  evtntn:illv  suM  at  a  good  profit. 
He  invested  in  the  proceeds  of  lind  ad  i. lining  the  town 
site  of  Kemp,  and  some  of  tliis  |.rM|„.rty  has  since  become 
a  part  of  the  town.  A  considerable  part  of  his  land  is 
being  i-nltivat.  .1  .  \iry  srason,  and  the  whole  represents  a 
large  anil  |iriilitalili'  inxestment.  In  1901  the  family 
became  identilied  with  mercantile  enterprise,  when  the 
sons  engaged  in  Kemp  as  general  merchants  under  the 
title  of  Haynie  Brothers.  They  are  still  connected  with 
merchandising  there,  and  among  the  other  family  con- 
nections are  large  interests  in  land  in  Kaufman  and  Hen- 
derson county.  Some  years  ago  Mr.  Haynie  organized 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Kemp,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  was  a  director  from 
its  start  and  is  now  vice  president. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Havnie  has  long  had  an  active  and  in- 
fluential part.  He  has  attemled  state  conventions  in 
Texas,  and  assisted  in  the  nomination  of  Governor  Col- 
quitt. He  has  served  on  the  executive  committe  of  Kauf- 
man county,  and  previous  to  his  removal  to  Texas  was 
county  treasurer  of  Union  County.  Mississippi,  for  four 
years,'  from  1878  to  1882.  Immediately  after  the  war  he 
had  joined  the  local  democracy  in  Mississippi,  in  sup- 
port of  local  management  of  affairs,  and  with  many  of 
his  fellow  citizens  took  an  earnest  and  etfective  part 
in  the  movements  which  eventually  brought  about  the 
ousting  of  the  carpetbag  rule  in  the  state.  He  at- 
tended various  state  conventions  in  ilississippi  and 
helped  to  nominate  Governor  Lowrey.     This  was  General 


Bol]  Lowrey  in  contra-distinction  from  General  M.  P. 
Lu>\rey.  who  had  been  his  brigade  commander  during 
tho  war.  aiiil  \\  ho  was  a  noted  Baptist  preacher  in  Missis- 
sipl'i-  In  .Inly,  1913,  Governor  Colquitt  tendered  the 
suiierinrm.liiiiy  of  the  Confederate  Home  at  Austin  to 
Mr.  Houston  Haynie,  but  owing  to  ill  health,  he  had  to 
regretfully  decline  the  honor.  At  the  present  time  he  is 
a  member  of  the  board  of  managers.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Confederate  Veterans  Association,  has  at- 
tended many  of  their  national  reunions,  and  belongs  to 
the  Juda  P.  Benjamin  Camp  at  Kaufman.  With  the 
Baptist  church  his  membership  has  been  active  for 
many  years,  and  fraternally  he  is  aflSliated  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  is  a  past  grand,  and 
has  attended  the  Grand  Lodge. 

On  January  S,  1868,  Mr.  Haynie  married  Miss  Mary 
E.  larldf,  a  daughter  of  Frank  and  .Mary  (Stephenson) 
'.iililo.  Alls.  Ilavnie  was  one  in  the  following  family 
of  iliiMivn;  .John;  James;  Thomas:  Kliza,  who" married 
Pi.'s|,.y  Cihluell;  Martha,  who  first  married  William 
West,  who  was  killed  in  the  army  of  the  south,  and  for 
her  second  husband  married  William  Caldwell;  Mary  E. ; 
and  Rebecca,  who  married  John  Haynie.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Haynie  were  born  the  following  children :  Virgil  A., 
a  merchant  of  Kemp;  and  Martin  Lamar,  also  in 
merchandising  at  Kemp.  A'irgil  A.,  first  married  Kate 
Votton,  and  his  second  wife  was  Miss  Ola  Boles.  Martin 
L.  Haynie  married  Miss  Nettie  Holly.  Mr.  Haynie  has 
grandchildren  by  both  sons.  The  children  of  Virgil  and 
wife  are:  Henry  Waterson,  cashier  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Kemp;  Mary;  Clarence  W. ;  Jennie; 
Mabel;  Annie;  Charles;  and  Sibyl.  Martin  Haynie 's 
children  are:  May;  Roy;  John  and  Donald. 

W.  H.  DocKRAY.  Among  the  prominent  and  success- 
ful men  in  Aniarillo,  Texas,  is  W.  H.  Doekray.  He  has 
been  engaged  in  real  estate  and  in  the  land  business  in 
this  section  of  the  state  for  a  number  of  years  and  has 
won  a  reputation  for  keen  business  sense"  and  n  strict 
sense  of  honor  that  makes  him  a  popular  man  to  di'id 
with.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  iho  i|i\(l- 
opment  of  this  section  and  has  given  liotli  time  ami 
money  to  improving  conditions  in  this  part  of  Texas. 

W.  H.  Doekray  was  born  in  Dallas,  Texas,  on  the 
6th  of  February,  "1871,  the  son  of  I.  G.  T.  and  Pamthae 
(Morgan)  Doekray.  His  father  was  born  in  the  state 
,  T.'x.as  until  after  the 
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I'm-i,  Ti  \;i-,  iiirii  Kii  n::-  -:\ty  years  of  age.  His  wife 
was  :i  native  of  Mississippi,  who  came  to  Texas  in  the 
early  days.  She  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  in 
Center  Point,   Kerr  county,   Texas. 

It  was  in  the  above  locality  that  W.  H.  Doekray  was 
reared.  He  attended  the  local  schools  and  when  he  had 
outgrown  their  methods  of  instruction  he  entered  the 
ITniversity  of  Texas  at  Austin,  where  he  took  the  law 
course  and  was  graduated  in  1S92.  He  never  took  up  the 
practice  of  law,  however,  preferring  a  business  career. 
He  first  went  to  ilexico  City,  and  spent  some  time  there 
studving  conditions  with  an  e.ve  to  engaging  in  business, 
but  did  not  care  for  the  Outlook  and  so  returned  to 
Austin,  where  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business. 
He  made  a  success  of  his  business  and  felt  free  after  a 
time  to  indulge  a  desire  which  had  always  animated 
him,  that  is  to  take  a  trip  to  the  Old  World.  He  spent 
some  time  journeying  through  Europe  and  upon  his  re- 
turn re-engaged  in  business,  being  interested  in  building 
and  loan  associations.  He  was  on  the  road  for  the  as- 
sociation until  190.3  when  he  came  to  Amarillo  and 
started  here  in  the  land  business.  He  has  been  engaged 
in   the   general   land   business   here   ever   since   and   has 
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made  a  decided  success,  his  business  growing  until  it  is 
now  carried  on  on  a  large  scale.  He  was  among  the  men 
who  founded  the  thriving  town  of  Dalhart,  Texas.  He 
was  one  of  the  finance  committee  who  financed  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  building  in  Amarillo,  which  is 
one  of  the  best  buildings  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Doekray  is  a  member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World  and  of  "the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  has  served  as 
grand  representative  of  the  Palo  Duro  lodge.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  is 
actively  interested  in  the  success  of  his  party,  though 
not  earing  for  oflSce. 

Mr.  Doekray  was  married  in  May,  1901,  to  Miss  Lola 
Veek,  the  marriage  taking  place  in  San  Angelo,  Texas. 
Mrs.  Doekray  is  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  S.  Veck, 
her  father  being  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doekray  have 
no  children. 

A.  A.  Lumpkin.  An  Amarillo  lawyer,  a  resident  of 
the  city  for  more  than  ten  years,  Mr.  Lumpkin  has  en- 
joyed exceptional  success  in  his  practice,  and  in  his 
present  association  with  two  other  leading  lawyers  of 
the  city  is  identified  with  what  is  regarded  as  the  best 
legal  practice  in  the  Panhandle.  Mr.  Lumpkin  has  been 
a  resident  of  Amarillo  from  the  time  it  was  a  town  of 
2,500  people,  nntil  it  is  now  a  population  of  more  than 
ten  thousand,  and  whenever  possible  has  given  his  own 
co-operation  and  help  to  promoting  the  prosperity  of  this 
remarkable  young  city  of  northwest  Texas. 

A.  A.  Lumpkin  was  born  in  ileridian,  Texas,  Septem- 
ber 30,  1878,  the  second  of  three  children  in  the  family 
of  S.  H.  and  Laura  (Alexander)  Lumpkin.  The  father 
was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  the  mother  in  Texas. 
S.  H.  Lumpkin  came  to  Texas  in  1874,  settling  at  La- 
Grange.  He  was  a  teacher  during  his  early  life,  then 
studied  law  with  the  firm  of  Brown  &  Lane  at  Houston, 
and  is  now  living  retired  after  a  successful  practice  at 
Meridian,  being  sixty-two  years  of  age.  The  mother 
was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Texas,  where  she  mar- 
ried. Her  death  occurred  at  Meridian  in  1908  when 
fifty-five  years  of  age.  Of  their  children  the  oldest  is 
Mrs.  Otis  Trulove,  a  resident  of  Plainview.  Mr.  Lump- 
kin is  next  to  the  oldest  in  order  of  birth.  The  second 
daughter,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Mayfield,  is  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Mayfield,  the  present  railroad  commissioner  of  Texas, 
and  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  the  public  life  of  the 
state. 

He  attended  school  at  Georgetown  and  in  the  State 
University  of  Texas  at  Austin,  graduating  from  the  law 
department  of  the  latter  institution  in  1899.  He  began 
his  practice  at  Meridian,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years,  and  in  1902  located  in  Amarillo.  He  became  a 
partner  of  Judge  H.  H.  Wallace,  and  had  special  op- 
portunities for  acquiring  a  practice  in  that  association, 
which  continued  until  the  death  of  Judge  Wallace  in  Jan- 
uary, 1909.  Until  September  1st,  1913,  he  has  been  as- 
sociated in  practice  with  Mr.  S.  E.  Merrill,  and  Mr.  H. 
H.  Cooper.  These  three  gentlemen  are  regarded  as 
among  the  ablest  attorneys  of  the  Panhandle.  Their 
law  library  is  probably  the  most  extensive  and  best  se- 
lected owned  by  any  law  firm  in  the  northwestern  sec- 
tion of  the  state. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  is  a  Democrat,  is  a  member  of  the  Potter 
County  Bar  Association,  is  aflSliated  with  York  Eite 
Masonry  through  the  Knights  Templar  Degrees,  and  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  and  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  was 
married  at  Meridian,  Texas,  June  5,  1907,  to  Miss  Ada 
Dunlap,  who  was  born  in  this  state,  a  daughter  of  T.  L. 
and  Lou  (Hall)  Dunlap,  both  her  parents  being  now 
residents  of  Meridian.  The  three  children  in  the  Lump- 
kin family  are  named  as  follows:  Simon,  born  at  Ama- 
rillo, July  23,  1909;  Cynthia,  born  at  Amarillo,  Septem- 
ber 22,  1911;  and  Hugh,  born  at  Amarillo,  February  13, 
1913. 


George  Stewart  Murphy,  JI.  D.  A  distinctive  and 
valuable  contribution  to  the  facilities  for  health  and  serv- 
ice to  the  sick  in  Amarillo  and  vicinity  has  been  contrib- 
uted by  Dr.  ilurphy,  who  some  years  ago  located  in  this 
city  and  established  a  sanitarium  which  now  has  a  reputa- 
tion all  over  this  section  of  the  state.  Dr.  Murphy  is  a 
physician  and  surgeon  of  broad  experience,  having  had  a 
number  of  years '  practical  work  in  hospitals  and  sani- 
tariums of  Chicago  and  elsewhere,  and  being  one  of  the 
most  competent  men  of  his  profession  in  the  Texas  Pan- 
handle. 

George  Stewart  Murphy  was  born  at  Chicago,  Illinois, 
November  28,  1868,  a  son  of  John  A.  and  Katherine 
Louise  (Wright)  Murphy.  The  parents  were  both  na- 
tives of  Ontario,  Canada,  the  mother  having  been  born 
at  Glengarry,  and  came  to  Chicago  in  1863,  where  the 
father  was  m  the  general  contracting  business  until  his 
death  in  June,  1911,  when  seventy-two  years  of  age. 
The  mother  passed  away  in  December,  1910,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-one.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children. 
The  doctor's  sister,  Mrs.  E.  A.  Bell,  is  a  resident  of 
Helena,   Montana. 

Dr.  Murphy,  the  oldest  of  the  children,  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Chicago  and  for  his  medical  training 
was  a  student  in  the  Creighton  University  at  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  where  he  was  graduated  in  medicine  in  1896. 
He  began  his  practice  in  Iowa  at  Macedonia,  where 
he  remained  two  years  and  then  moved  to  Chicago,  where 
he  took  post-graduate  work  and  was  associated  with 
some  of  the  most  eminent  practitioners  of  the  state  in 
hospital  experience.  After  four  years  he  took  charge  of 
a  hospital  in  the  vicinity  of  Chicago  and  conducted  the 
institution  for  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
came  to  Texas  and  established  the  Lubbock  Hospital, 
running  the  same  for  three  years.  He  then  removed  to 
Amarillo,  establishing  the  Amarillo  Hospital  with  an 
equipment  of  twelve  beds  and  every  convenience  and 
facility  which  are  found  in  modern  first-class  hospitals 
and  sanitariums.  Dr.  Murphy  is  a  member  of  the  County 
and  State  Medical  Societies,'  and  the  American  Medical 
Association,  is  nfliliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protect- 
ive Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Blue  Lodge  of  Masons.  He 
has  served  as  city  health  officer  at  Lubbock,  Texas.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  belongs  to  the  Episcopal 
church.  At  Omaha,  in  Janary,  1897,  the  doctor  married 
Miss  Grace  E.  Bartlett,  a  daughter  of  E.  C.  and  Mary 
J.  (Moore)  Bartlett,  of  Omaha.  Her  father  died  at 
Seymour,  Missouri,  in  1905,  and  her  mother  is  now  liv- 
ing at  Greenfield,  Idaho.  The  two  children  of  the  doc- 
tor and  wife  are  John  Bartlett  Murphy,  born  at  Jlace- 
donia,  Iowa,  June  16,  1898,  and  now  a  student  in  the 
high  school;  and  Mary  Louise  Murphy,  born  Decem- 
ber 29,  1900,  at  Chicago',  and  also  attending  school. 

James  T.  Montgomery.  A  member  of  the  strong 
and  successful  law  firm  of  Carrigan,  Montgomery  & 
Brittain,  with  oflSces  in  the  Kemp-Kell  Building  in 
Wichita  Falls,  Mr.  Montgomery  has  been  identified  with 
the  legal  profession  in  Texas  "for  thirty  years,  and  as 
a  citizen  has  witnessed  and  taken  a  part  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  country  of  northwest  Texas  from  its  pioneer 
time.  He  practice'd  in  the  country  to  the  west  of  Fort 
Worth  in  the  days  when  a  court  district  comprised  from 
half  a  dozen  to  "a  dozen  counties,  and  when  the  popula- 
tion consisted  almost  wholly  of  cattlemen,  with  only  a 
sprinkling  of  farmers  and  homesteaders.  Mr.  Montgom- 
ery has  been  in  practice  at  Wichita  Fall^  for  nearly 
twenty  years,  and  is  one  of  the  older  members  of  the 
Wichita  county  bar. 

James  T.  Montgomery  is  a  native  of  Mississippi,  born 
in  Chickasaw  county,  March  2,  1861.  His  father  was  a 
physician,  Dr.  J.  P.  Montgomery,  a  native  of  South 
Carolina,  who  moved  to  Mississippi  in  1838.  He  was  a 
veteran  in  both  the  ilexican  and  the  Civil  wars  and 
served  in  both  wars  as  surgeon.  His  death  occurred  in 
Chickasaw   county,   in    1892,    at   the   age    of   seventy-six 
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rears.  The  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eegma 
Taliaferro,  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  old  and  best  known  southern  families. 
She  was  married  in  Mississippi,  and  became  the  mother 
of  seven  children,  of  whom  Mr.  Montgomery  was  the 
third.  She  died  in  Houston,  Mississippi,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two,  in  1892.  Her  father  was  Dr.  E.  D.  Talia- 
ferro. The  paternal  ancestors  of  Mr.  Montgomery  were 
Scotch,  and  they  came  to  America  and  were  among  the 
early  settlers  in  Delaware.  The  great-grandfather  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Eevolutionary  Vtar.  On  the  mother 's 
side  the  ancestry  is  English,  and  the  Taliaferros  settled 
in  Virginia  many  years  before  the  Eevolutionary  war. 

James  T.  Montgomery  has  made  his  own  success.  He 
started  out  with  a  cash  capital  of  forty  dollars,  and  is  now 
considered  one  of  the  most  prosperous  men  as  well  as 
most  successful  lawyers  of  Wichita  Falls.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  country  schools  of  his  native  county,  and 
finished  with  two  vears  in  the  Universitv  of  Mississippi, 
where  he  was  graduated  LL.  B.  in  tlie  fall  of  1SS3.  He 
then  came  out  to  Texas,  l.HMtiiii;-  in  Seymour,  a  town  at 
that  time  without  railroad  fa.ilit  ir^,  iind  lived  there 
until  1S94.  and  enjoyed  o  lilural  -liaiv  ,.f  the  local  prac- 
tice. In  the  latter  .year  ho  luralcd  in  Wiidiita  Falls,  and 
has  been  connected  with  much  of  the  most  important  liti- 
gation conducted  in  the  local  court.  Mr.  Montgomery  is 
a  member  of  the  county  bar  association.  He  has  never 
filled  any  public  office,  and  is  a  Democrat  of  the  Wood- 
row  Wilson  tvpe.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Benevolent  aiid  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  belongs 
to  Wichita  Falls  Commercial  Club. 

At  Wichita  Falls,  on  March  25,  1896,  he  married  Miss 
Nellie  Darnell,  who  was  born  in  Indiana,  a  daughter  of 
Allen  and  Martha  Darnell.  The  two  children  born  to 
their  marriage  are  Allan  and  Louise. 

Mr.  Montgomery  has  a  distinctive  position  in  business 
circles  of  Wichita  Falls,  as  president  of  the  First  State 
Bank  of  this  city.  He  is  also  a  director  in  a  number  of 
other  local  corporations. 

Judge  J.  Stewart  Cleveland.  Until  death  laid  its 
restraining  finger  upon  him  no  man  stood  higher  by  the 
quality  of  his  character  and  sum  of  his  achievements  in 
Brown  county  than  the  late  Judge  J.  Stewart  Cleveland. 
While  many  felt  a  personal  loss  in  his  death,  a  multitude 
had  cause  to  rejoice  in  his  life.  Untiring  industry,  great 
and  varied  enterprise,  conspicuous  ability,  conscientious 
public  service,  fearless  defense  of  his  own  rights  and 
scrupulous  regard  for  the  rights  of  others,  were  the 
characteristics  that  made  him  not  alone  one  of  the  best 
known  men  of  his  community,  but  the  best  beloved. 
Thirty-six  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death  on  May 
C,  1890,  he  had  made  his  mark  in  the  world,  and  the 
regret  was  not  so  much  for  lack  of  perfection  in  his 
own  career  as  for  the  interruption  of  an  ever  increasing 
beneficent  service  to  his  community. 

.Tesse  A.  H.  Cleveland,  grandfather  of  Judge  J. 
Stewart  Cleveland,  was  born  at  Harper 's  Ferry,  Virginia, 
about  the  year  1801,  was  reared  in  his  native  state,  and 
married  Sarah  Lander.  Subsequently  he  moved  to  Ken- 
tuckv,  lived  for  some  time  on  a  plantation  in  that  state, 
then'  went  to  Memphis,  Tennessee,  in  1833,  leaving  which 
place  he  made  his  way  overland  to  Texas,  where  he  took 
up  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Brazoria  county,  buying  a 
large  number  of  slaves  from  African  slave  traders,  cul- 
tivating great  plantations  of  cotton,  in  the  fertile  region 
along  the  lower  courses  of  the  Brazos.  Later  he  sold 
his  interest  in  the  country  and  moved  to  Galveston, 
where  he  was  appointed  deputy  United  States  Marshal 
for  his  district,  an  office  which  he  held  for  some  years. 
A  man  of  generovis  impulse  he  gave  liberally  to  the  poor, 
but  the  state  has  reason  to  remember  his  name  for  other 
causes  than  for  his  private  philanthropy.  At  the  time 
of  the  great  yellow  fever  epidemic,  he  gave  up  his  pri- 
vate home  for  use  as  a  hospital.  More  than  that  he 
lent  his  personal  efforts  in  caring  for   and  in   treating 


the  victims  of  that  dread  disease.  Three  hundred  patients 
were  quartered  at  his  home  and  he  took  entire  charge  of 
the  impromptu  hospital.  His  skill  as  a  nurse  made  him 
as  valuable  as  any  physician,  and  he  also  inaugurated  a 
system  for  caring  for  yellow  fever  patients  which  became 
known  as  the  ' '  Cleveland  treatment, ' '  and  in  time  was 
adopted  in  many  fever  districts  as  one  of  the  surest 
methods  of  ameliorating  the  effects  of  the  disease.  By 
reason  of  these  services,  he  was  frequently  called  Dr. 
Cleveland,  as  well  as  by  his  just  title  through  public 
services.  Judge  Cleveland.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
breadth  of  soul,  and  charity  of  temper,  and  during  the 
war  a  sick  soldier  was  treated  with  equal  consideration 
whether  he  wore  the  uniform  of  the  blue  or  of  the 
gray.  He  was  a  man  of  no  mean  literary  attainments 
and  wrote  several  poems  of  merit.  He  continued  to  be 
promiueutly  connected  with  the  city  of  Galveston  as  a 
business  man,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1876. 

Charles  Lander  Cleveland,  father  of  Judge  J.  S.  Cleve- 
land, was  born  in  Kentucky,  being  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  Brazoria  county,  Texas,  when  seven  years  old. 
In  early  life  he  decided  upon  the  law  as  his  vocation, 
and  studied  under  the  preceptorship  of  Judge  T.  Branch 
in  the  town  of  Liberty  where  he  was  adinitted  to  the  bar. 
He  began  practice  there  and  continued  until  1872  when 
he  moved  to  Galveston  and  became  law  partner  of  Judge 
Asa  H.  Willie,  who  left  his  lucrative  practice  to  his 
partner  and  represented  his  district  one  term  in  the 
United  States  congress.  Judge  C.  L.  Cleveland  while 
living  at  Liberty  represented  his  county  in  the  state 
legislature  for  two  terms,  and  for  several  years  held  the 
office  of  district  judge.  In  1886  came  his  appointment 
as  United  States  federal  judge  for  the  special  criminal 
district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Galveston  and  Har- 
ris, over  which  office  he  presided  with  characteristic 
ability  and  efficiency  until  his  death  on  February  9,  1892. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  Hardin,  and  of  the  family  of 
that  name,  in  South  Eastern  Texas,  where  the  Hardins 
weip  prominent  from  the  days  of  early  settlement,  died 
October  26,  1882.  There  were  nine  children  in  their 
family,  eight  sons  and  one  daughter. 

J.  "Stewart  Cleveland,  born  December  18,  1854,  at 
Libertv,  Liberty  countv,  Texas,  was  the  third  son  of 
Charles  Lander  and  Mary  A.  (Hardin)  Cleveland.  The 
family  to  which  he  belonged  has  had  conspicuous  mem- 
bers and  rendered  splendid  service  to  Texas  since  the 
years  immediately  preceding  the  Eevolution  which  freed 
this  state  from  the  Mexican  rule.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  private  schools  in  this  state  and  subse- 
quently was  a  student  of  literature  at  Eoanoke  College, 
in  Virginia.  He  completed  his  studies  in  preparation 
for  the  law,  under  his  father  and  Judge  Willie  at  Gal- 
veston. After  being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  practiced 
in  Galveston  until  October  31,  1879,  when  he  came  to 
Brownwood  and  opened  office  making  that  city  his 
home  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  About  the  year 
1880  Judge  Cleveland  was  elected  county  judge  of  Brown 
county.  It  is  a  matter  of  biographical  interest  that  each 
member  of  the  three  successive  generations  mentioned 
in  this  sketch  bore  the  title  of  Judge,  and  that  was  a 
distinction  of  service,  not  merely  an  honorary  title. 
He  was  three  times  judge  of  the  Brown  county  court, 
and  then  resigned  at  the  solicitation  of  his  friends,  to 
make  the  race  for  the  office  of  District  Judge.  His 
straightforward  and  fearless  administration  of  affairs, 
and  particularly  his  stand  on  the  temperance  and  other 
moral  questions  had  in  the  meantime  aroused  strong 
enmity  among  the  classes  of  people  who  profit  most 
by  the  liquor  traffic  and  from  general  laxness  of  law 
and  morals,  and  that  opposition  was  sufficiently  strong 
to  defeat  him  as  candidate  for  the  district  judgeship. 
Judge  Cleveland  for  several  years  may  be  said  to  have 
lived  in  constant  danger  of  death  by  violence,  since  he 
was  again  and  again  threatened  with  assassination  at  the 
hands  of  lawbreakers,  but  he  went  on  undeterred  by 
either    threats    or    actual    violence,    and    continued    his 
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general   piactice    as    a    lawyer    up    to    the   time    of    his 
death. 

Judge  Cleveland  was  always  a  stanch  Democrat  in 
his  political  views  and  supported  the  party  in  every  pos- 
sible way.  Aside  from  his  operations  in  the  field  of  law 
he  was  prominent  in  business,  and  socially  was  one 
of  the  best  known  men  in  bis  section  of  the  state.  Com- 
ing to  Brownwood  before  the  railroad  reached  that  place, 
he  became  one  of  the  active  builders  of  the  community 
and  interested  hims^elf  actively  in  every  good  work  for 
its  advancement  and  improvement. 

In  common  with  most  families  of  affluence  wine  and 
liquors  were  always  found  in  the  boyhood  home  of  Judge 
Cleveland,  but  early  in  life  he  decided  that  the  use  of 
intoxicants  was  destructive  to  the  body  and  deterimental 
to  the  development  of  his  highest  ideals  of  manhood, 
so  he  resolutely  turned  from  their  use  and  to  the  day 
of  his  death  he  kept  the  vow  of  total  abstinence  and 
not  even  physicians  could  induce  him  to  break  it.  Unit- 
ing with  the  Presbyterian  church,  he  was  true  to  the 
teachings  of  the  faith  and  a  liberal  contributor  to  all 
church  causes.  Devout  and  resolute  in  his  inner  nature, 
none  were  more  earnest  in  their  support  of  morality  and 
Christianity.  With  him  there  could  be  no  middle  course; 
right  was  right-^wrong  was  wrong.  Absolutely  fear- 
less in  his  support  of  everything  which  his  judgment  told 
him  to  be  .just  and  beneficial,  he  incurred  the  hostility 
of  the  lawless  class,  and  especially  during  the  period 
when  he  stumped  Brown  county  with  the  temperance 
workers  in  their  efforts  to  put  down  the  whiskey  traf- 
fic, living  hourly  in  the  presence  of  menace  and  danger. 
It  was  common  rumor  at  the  time  of  his  defeat  for  the 
district  judgeship  that  many  who  voted  against  him  had 
stated  as  their  reason  for  so  doing  that  "he  was  too  fine 
a  Christian  man."  Once  at  least  his  wife  and  several 
times  his  friends  saved  his  life,  and  only  those  who  un- 
derstand the  conditions  of  thirty  years  ago  in  West 
Texas  and  realize  how  keen  were  the  animosities  separat- 
ing the  different  classes  of  society  can  appreciate  how 
difficult  was  the  course  of  such  a  character. 

He  possessed  a  logical  mind  of  keenest  mental  grasp. 
Acquainting  himself  with  the  world 's  finest  literature, 
studying  his  father 's  and  his  own  extensive  law  libraries, 
left  him  no  time  for  light  literature,  but  important 
current  events  were  always  followed  closely.  He  was 
a  man  of  unusual  grace  of  carriage  and  gesture;  of 
such  dignity  of  manner,  that  though  all  knew  of  his 
ready  wit,  only  his  most  intimate  friends  dreamed  of  his 
wonderful  powers  of  mimicry.  When  he  did  display 
this  talent,  giving  his  old  negro  mammy's  crooning 
lullaby,  or  revival  hymns,  imitating  birds,  beasts  or  man 
his  small  audiences  would  be  moved  to  tears  or  laughter 
at  his  will.  Children  loved  him ;  animals  responded  to 
his  affection  and  ran  to  meet  him.  His  reverence  for  all 
good  women  was  marked  and  his  mother,  wife  and  child 
were  almost  idolized. 

Judge  Cleveland  made  judicious  investments  from  time 
to  time,  leaving  his  family  in  good  circumstances,  and 
no  man  can  say  there  is  taint  or  blemish  on  one  dollar 
of  it.  On  November  15,  1877,  Judge  Cleveland  was 
married  in  Galveston  to  Miss  Marie  Louise  Eitchie, 
daughter  of  Timothy  and  Katherine  Bitehie.  Mrs. 
Cleveland's  father  was  a  contractor,  in  several  large 
cities.  He  possessed  the  highest  classical  education,  a 
profound  student  to  the  day  of  his  death.  Mrs.  Kath- 
erine  Ritchie  was  a  woman  of  education  and  culture, 
receiving  her  education  in  Paris  and  having  traveled 
extensively.  She  was  a  woman  of  extreme  retinement  and 
piet.v.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Cleveland  were  the  parents 
of  three  daughters:  Mary  Katherine,  and  Francis  Pearl, 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  Yrma  Louise,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Guy  L.  Jones,  who  is  engaged  in  the  abstract  and 
loan  business  in  Brownwood,  where  they  reside  with 
Mrs.  Cleveland.  Like  her  husband.  Mrs.  Cleveland  has 
superior  education  and  intellectual  attainments,  is  a 
woman  of  culture  and  is  familiar  with  the  world's  best 


literature  and  art.  She  belongs  to  the  most  exclusive 
circles  of  Brownwood  society  and  for  years  was  promi- 
nently identified  with  club   work. 

Judge  Cleveland 's  funeral  was  conducted  by  his  pastor 
at  the  Brownwood  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  services 
were  attended  by  people  from  all  walks  of  life.  Those 
who  had  known  him  jirofessionally  and  in  a  business 
way;  those  who  had  appreciated  his  services  as  an 
honored,  upright  judge,  those  who  had  admired  him 
for  the  courageous  manner  in  which  he  had  adhered  to 
what  he  considered  right;  and  last,  but  not  least,  those 
who  had  benefited  by  his  generosity,  his  great-hearted- 
ness,  his  benevolence, — widows  and  orphans  who  knew  in 
his  death  they  had  lost  a  friend  who  could  never  be  re- 
placed— all  these  felt  a  deep  sense  of  individual  bereave- 
ment in  the  death  of  this  sterling  and  upright  lawyer 
and  citizen. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Whitepield.  Among  the  various 
commercial  enterprises  that  give  special  character  and 
prominence  to  Midland  as  a  trade  center,  one  of  the  most 
noteworthy  is  the  Midland  Mercantile  Company,  a  large 
general,  store,  which  has  a  trade  throughout  the  county, 
carries  an  unusually  complete  stock  of  goods  and  main- 
tains as  its  motto  "The  Standard  of  Excellence."  The 
Dusiness  organization  of  this  company  is  composed  ol 
the  ablest  commercial  talent  in  tlie  city,  and  the  suc- 
cess of  the  concern  is  largely  due  to  the  general  manager 
and  treasurer,  Mr.  B.  F.  W'hitefield.  Mr.  Whitefield  has 
been  identified  with  Midland  and  vicinity  for  fourteen 
years,  and  has  become  successful  both  as  a  farmer  and 
merchant. 

Benjamin  F.  Whitefield  was  born  in  Ellis  county, 
Texas,  September  15,  1S76,  a  son  of  George  and  Eliza 
(Brack)  Whitefield,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  came  to  Texas  before  the  Civil  war.  Judge 
Brack,  the  father  of  Eliza  (Brack)  Whitefield,  was  the 
first  judge  of  Ellis  county.  Mr.  George  Whitefield,  the 
father,  was  a  farmer  and  stockman,  and  during  the  Civil 
war  served  four  years  in  the  Confederate  army  under 
General  Beall.  He  located  at  what  was  known  as 
Mackey  Springs,  in  Ellis  county,  and  spent  thirty-five 
years  as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  in  that  locality.  He 
owned  several  hundred  acres  of  land  near  Waxabachie,  in 
Ellis  county,  and  was  engaged  in  the  improvement  of  one 
thousand  acres  of  this  land  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  sixty-eight  years  of  age  when  he  died  and  during 
his  life  time  he  had  built  up  a  generous  material  pros- 
perity and  was  a  man  of  influence  and  leadership  in  Ellis 
county.  His  widow  still  resides  at  a  comfortable  home 
in  Waxabachie.  There  were  seven  children  in  the  family 
and  two  are  now  deceased.  John  W.  Whitefield,  is 
owner  of  the  old  homestead  in  Ellis  county;  the  ilid- 
land  merchant,  is  the  next  in  order;  Albert;  Sidney 
Whitefield  lives  on  a  ranch  at  Waxabachie;  George  W. 
is  at  home  with  his  mother;  Charley,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased. Lucy  was  the  wife  of  W.  D.  Morton,  of  Glen 
Rose,  Texas,  who  is  now  deceased. 

His  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  Ellis  county,  and 
Benjamin"  F.  Whitefield  attended  the  public  schools  and 
later  the  high  school  in  Midlothian.  When  eighteen  he 
took  a  course  in  the  Metropolitan  Business  College,  and 
then  in  1899  came  out  to  Midland.  The  first  year  was 
spent  in  cattle  raising  and  he  then  came  into  town  and 
established  a  store  known  as  the  Midland  Grocery  & 
Dry  Goods  Company  in  1900.  After  he  had  carried  on 
a  successful  business  at  that  location  for  ten  years,  a 
destructive  fire  occurred  which  destroyed  his  store  and 
several  other  places  of  business  in  Midland,  an  entire 
block  of  tlie  city  being  wiped  out.  Despite  the  heavy 
loss  thus  occasioned  him  Mr.  Whitefield.  almost  before  the 
ashes  had  cooled  had  organi>ed  the  Midland  Mercantile. 
Company,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  principal  stock- 
holders and  general  manager  and  treasurer.  This  com- 
pany built  a  fine  new  brick  block  with  about  fifteen 
thousand  square  feet  of  floor  space,  and  in  those  quar- 
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ters  installed  the  most  complete  stock  of  merchandise  to 
be  found  anywhere  between  El  Paso  and  Fort  Worth. 
Fifteen  employees  are  required  to  attend  to  the  various 
branches  of  the  business,  and  it  is  a  very  prosperous  and 
growing  concern.  A  successful  man  of  business,  Mr. 
Whitefield  has  always  shown  his  readiness  to  enter  into 
any  co-operative  undertaking  for  the  advancement  of 
Midland.  Besides  his  mercantile  interests  he  owns  a 
large  amount  of  land  in  Midland  county,  comprising  an 
estate  of  six  hundred  acres  of  improved  farm  land  in 
which  he  takes  special  pride.  His  beautiful  home  is  one 
of  the  most  attractive  and  comfortable  in  Midland.  Mr. 
Whitefield  is  vice  president  of  the  Commercial  Club,  and 
is  in  every  respect  one  of  the  most  energetic  boosters  of 
this  community.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  In  1900, 
Mr.  Whitefield  married  Miss  Ada  Earl  Wolcott,  who  was 
born  in  Texas,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and  Ida  (Mc- 
Cartney) Wolcott.  The  Wolcott  family  were  among  the 
pioneers  of  Ellis  county,  became  especially  prominent  as 
stock  raisers,  and  are  now  residents  in  Oak  Cliff  at  Dal- 
las. The  three  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitefield  are 
Franklin  Wolcott,  Ina  Beth  and  Eulalia.  Each  year 
iir.  Whitefield  takes  two  vacations;  one  month  in  the 
.  spring  he  devotes  to  fishing,  and  during  another  month 
of  the  year  he  visits  his  mother's  home,  and  the  latter 
vacation  he  never  fails  to  take  for  any  reason  what- 
soever. 

Chaeles  Alfred  Clapp.  For  many  years  one  of  the 
well  known  men  in  the  public  service  at  Dallas  was  the 
late  Charles  Alfred  Clapp,  whose  death  occurred  in  1899. 
He  came  to  Dallas  as  a  building  contractor,  but  was 
later  for  a  long  time  connected  with  different  depart- 
ments in  the  municipal  service. 

Charles  Alfred  Clapp  was  born  in  Montgomery,  Ala- 
bama, in  1855,  one  of  eight  children  born  to  Nelson  and 
Harriet  (Cowan)  Clapp.  His  father  was  a  contractor 
and  rebuilt  the  capitol  of  Alaliama.  after  it  had  been 
burned.  Charfes  Alfred  Clapp  was  the  only  one  of  the 
family  who  came  to  Texas.  He  married  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  and  then  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  and 
soon  afterwards  came  to  Texas,  where  he  became  a  eon- 
tractor,  a  business  which  he  had  learned  under  his  father. 
For  ten  years  he  was  on  the  police  force  of  Dallns,  and 
then  entered  the  fire  department.  During  a  fire  while  in 
the  performance  of  his  duty  he  was  injured  and  was 
then  transferred  to  the  water  department,  with  which 
he  continued  until  his  death.  The  late  Mr.  Clajip  was 
never  a  politician,  though  an  active  supporter  of  the 
Democracy,  and  a  good  citizen  in  every  time  and  place. 
His  church  was  the  Catholic  and  he  was  affiliated  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Workmen.  His  residence,  where  his  widow 
now  resides,  is  at  1911  Park  avenue. 

On  February  17,  1874,  Mr.  Clapp  married  Miss  Mary 
Hennement,  who  was  born  in  Alabama,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Hannah  (Holmes)  Hennement.  She  was  one 
of  ten  children,  and  the  oldest  in  the  family.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  Gernumy,  while  her  mother  was  born  in 
Ireland.  Bv  oi-ciipntinn  her  father  was  a  merchant. 
The  three  children  of  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Clapp  are:  William 
H.,  connected  with  the  railroad  service  in  Louisiana,  has 
three  children,  Morine,  Eleanor,  and  James  W. ;  Birdie 
is  the  wife  of  W.  0.  House,  in  the  automobile  bu 
at  Dallas,  and  has  three  chil 
Charles  D. ;  Nellie,  a  business 
with  her  mother. 
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LoiTis  WoRDLAw  Tittle.  As  finance  commissioner  of 
the  Prison  System  of  Texas,  Louis  Wordlaw  Tittle  has 
one  of  the  most  responsible  positions  in  the  state  gov- 
ernment. He  began  his  service  in  that  capacitv  in  Janu- 
ary, 1911.  Mr.  Tittle  became  a  resident  of  Huntsville  at 
that  time,  coming  from  Eusk,  where  he  had  just  closed 
a  term  of  eight  years  as  county  clerk  of  Cherokee  county. 
He  has  long  been  active  in  political  and  business  affairs. 


and  his  family  has  been  identified  with  Texas  since  the 
beginning  of  its  statehood. 

Louis  W.  Tittle  was  born  at  Alto,  Texas,  Septeml.ier  3, 
1859,  a  son  of  James  B.  and  Jane  U.  (Findlav)  Tittle! 
James  B.  Tittle,  who  came  to  Texas  in  1845,  from 
Yazoo  City,  ilississippi,  and  became  an  earlv  settler  of 
Cherokee  county,  was  born  in  Abbeville  district  of  South 
Carolina,  in  which  locality  his  wife  was  also  born.  He 
acquired  a  good  education  and  belonged  to  a  familv  of 
].lanters  and  slave  holders.  The  Tittles  are  of  German 
origin  and  were  among  the  early  settlers  in  South  Caro- 
lina. James  B.  Tittle  had  a  brother,  Louis,  who  died  in 
Bastro]!  cnnnty,  Toxas,  with  a  family;  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Skinner,  of  \:r/Mn  ('it\.  Mississippi;  a  brother  Arch'e, 
who  died  ill  Snntli  Cainliii:,.  .Tames  B.  Tittle  taught 
school  ill  Miss,sM|.|-i  ;,imI  in  Texas,  and  in  the  war  en- 
^'tli  llnnd's  iilil  Texas  regiment  and  died 
irld  of  Mansfield,  Louisiana,  in  1864.  His 
iii^lirn  of  John  F.  Findlay,  a  farmer,  and 
laml's  .leath  she  supported  her  family  by 
I.  sli,.  ,|iei"l  in  1872,  and  was  the  mother 
of  two  .liildivii:  S:i,,i  Houston  Tittle,  of  Mangum,  Okla- 
homa;   and   Louis    \\". 

Louis  W.  Tittle  was  educated  by  his  mother,  who  at 
the  same  time  was  teaching  other'  children  in  order  to 
support  herself  and  her  two  sons.  After  her  death,  Mr. 
Tittle  went  to  work  on  a  farm  in  the  comiiiunity  of  Alto. 
His  lias  li"on  a  varied  experience.  On  leaving  the  farm 
111'  \Miif  to  ('lay  county  in  northwest  Texas  in  ls7(i, 
spoilt  two  yiiais  as  a  cattleman,  then  in  the  employ  of 
.Mr.    Ilcnsloy.   a   rancher,   went   to   the   Lease.  Eiver,   and 

remained   at   the  mouth   of  that    snvnn,     i! i    one   year. 

Returning  to  Cherokee  county,  lio  ;   ;  ■  ■      ;  ,ok  a  posi- 

tion in  a  store  in  Alto  for  soiiio         i  ;■  i-   the  year 

1880,  after  which  he  opened  a  st  i.  I,  ,0  -1  ..  . -  os  for  him- 
self and  continued  in  biisiiio-s  ninil  loni:,  when  he  sold 
out.  In  the  meanfinic  In-  Inol  twir,  suffered  the  calam- 
ity of  fire,  but  iu  flu-  m.l  in  nod  1  loiu  merchandising 
with  enough  property  to  repieseut  a  moderate  success  in 
the  world. 

On  retiring  from  business,  Mr.  Tittle  took  an  active 
part  in  practical  politics,  became  candidate  for  the  offiee 
of  county  clerk,  and  was  elected,  receiving  the  nomination 
in  competition  with  three  other  men.  He  succeeded  J. 
W.  Chandler  in  the  office,  and  by  re-election  three  terms 
continued  as  an  office  holder  until  the  close  of  1910. 
Since  his  curly  yoais  )ie  has  been  active  iu  Democratic 
state  pnliii.^.  Ills  lii^r  state  convention  in  which  he  sat 
as  a  dclr-iito  w.i-  m  lss4,  when  Governor  Ross  received 
his  noiiiinatioii  in  I  oilveston.  Since  then  only  two  or 
three  conventions  have  been  missed  by  him.  He  was  a 
delegate  at  the  famous  car-shed  convention,  iu  which  he 
supported  Mr.  Hogg  for  governor,  and  iu  later  years 
has  always  been  a  warm  admirer  and  supporter  of  Sen- 
ator Bailey.  It  was  from  Governor  Colquitt  that  he  re- 
ceived his  first  appointment  as  penitentiary  commissioner, 
and  was  reappointed  iu  ^lay,  1912.  His  first  service  wag 
on  the  board  with  B.  &  Cabbell  and  R.  W.  Brahan,  and 
the  new  board  comprises  himself  and  W.  0.  Murray  and 
S.   J.  Bass. 

Mr.  Tittle  was  married  March  10,  1881,  to  Miss  Vir- 
ginia Wood,  whose  father.  John  W.  Wood,  came  from 
Tennessee  and  was  a  farmer  at  Alto.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Boyd.  Mr.  an.l  :\Ls.  Tittle  have  the  following 
children:  Daisy,  wife  of  W,  H.  Shook,  of  Eusk,  and  the 
mother  of  three  children,  Harold  W..  John  L.,  and  Vir- 
ginia; Elisabeth,  wife  of  F.  M.  Priest,  of  Eusk;  Sallie 
L. ;  Myrtle  M. ;  Lois  D. ;  Pauline ;  and  .Janie  .loyce.  llr. 
Tittle  is  a  past  master  of  his  Masonic  lodge,  a  past 
chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  and  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  it& 
grand  lodge  several  times,  and  is  also  afSliated  with  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World.  His  mother  was  a  devout  Bap- 
tist, and  his  own  family  are  of  the  same  faith. 


2114 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


Henry  Allen  Hooks.  While  Hardin  county  belongs 
in  the  great  Texas  pine  belt,  and  its  timber  resources 
have  been,  until  recent  years,  the  prime  factor  in  its 
wealth,  it  has  also  contained  from  the  early  days  fami- 
lies of  agricultural  and  stock-raising  prominence,  and  one 
of  the  most  representative  of  these  bears  the  name  just 
mentioned.  Henry  Allen  Hooks  represents  the  second 
generation  in  this"  part  of  Texas,  and  while  successful  as 
a  farmer,  has  also  extended  his  activities  to  circles  other 
than  the  agricultural.  He  comes  of  a  pioneer  family, 
his  parents  having  been  identified  with  Hardin  county 
from  the  time  of  its  organization  until  their  death,  hav- 
ing settled  there  before  the  creation  of  Hardin  county. 

Henry  Allen  Hooks  was  born  on  his  father 's  farm  in 
Hardin  county  in  1868,  a  son  of  William  and  Martha 
(Collier)  Hooks.  The  family  history  is  given  in  more 
detail  under  the  name  Joseph  L.  Hooks,  a  brother  of 
Henry  Allen.  The  latter  grew  up  on  his  father 's  farm, 
and  since  1892  has  maintained  his  home  in  Kuntze,  the 
county  seat.  His  business  prosperity  has  been  chiefly 
derived  from  his  farming  operations,  in  which  he  has 
been  engaged  since  reaching  manhood.  His  farm  is 
very  advantageously  located,  adjoining  the  town  of 
Kuntze  on  the  southwest.  The  place  comprises  six  hun- 
dred forty-three  acres,  and  though  only  a  portion  of  it 
is  now  under  cultivation  Mr.  Hooks  is  gradually  extend- 
ing his  fields,  putting  them  in  pecans,  and  when  the 
ieavy  pine  forests  have  been  cleared  off  he  wiU  have  a 
splendid  pecan  grove,  since  it  has  been  discovered  that 
the  cut-over  lands  of  southeast  Texas  are  among  the 
most  productive  in  the  entire  state.  His  crops  up  to  the 
present  time  have  been  chiefly  cane,  potatoes  and  corn, 
and  some  of  the  best  varieties  of  pecans  are  now  bearing 
in  the  grove. 

Mr.  Hooks  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs 
in  both  his  home  town  and  county,  and  has  been  hon- 
ored by  election  to  various  public  offices,  in  all  of  which 
he  has  rendered  worthy  service  to  the  people.  For  four 
years  he  was  county  tax  assessor,  from  1906  to  1910,  and 
in  the  latter  year  was  elected  county  commissioner.  In 
1912  he  was  re-elected  for  another  term  of  two  years, 
and  is  still  one  of  the  men  upon  whom  devolves  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  managing  the  county's  fiscal  affairs. 

Mr.  Hooks  married  Miss  Esther  Scale,  who  was  horn  in 
Tyler  county,  and  belongs  to  one  of  the  pioneer  families 
of  east  Texas.  Their  three  children  are:  William  Arden 
Hooks,  Clara  Allen  and  Esther  Orlou  Hooks. 

Frank  Carr.  One  of  El  Paso's  well  known  business 
men  and  popular  citizens  was  called  by  death  on  July  28, 
1911.  Mr.  Frank  Carr  had  for  upwards  of  twenty-seven 
years  been  a  resident  of  this  city,  was  at  one  time  county 
jailer,  and  during  most  of  his  local  business  life  was  in 
the  undertaking  business.  He  was  highly  respected  for 
his  personal  integrity  and  good  citizenship,  and  had  a 
large  circle  of  friends.  Mrs.  Carr  still  resides  in  El  Paso 
at  their  old  home  at  515  Prospect  Avenue. 

Mr.  Frank  Carr  was  born  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  in 
Brown  county,  in  1860,  representing  an  old  family  of 
that  state.  His  great-grandfather  had  come  from  Ire- 
land and  had  become  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ohio, 
founding  a  family  which  is  still  numerously  represented 
in  the  old  state.  Mr.  Carr  attained  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  spent  his  early 
life  on  a  farm.  His  first  business  was  that  of  cattle 
raising,  in  association  with  his  brother  Charles  Carr  in 
eastern  Texas,  his  brother  still  being  engaged  in  that 
occupation.  In  1887,  twenty-five  years  ago,  when  El 
Paso  was  still  almost  a  frontier  village,  Mr.  Carr  located 
here  and  for  several  years  was  county  jailer  during  the 
time  when  Mr.  Hildebrand  was  sheriff  of  El  Paso  county. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business  with  J.  E. 
Nagley,  under  the  firm  name  of  Nagley  &  Carr,  subse- 
quently selling  his  interests  to  Mr.  Nagley,  and  forming 
a  partnership  with  McBean  and  Simons,  continuing  in 
that  association  until  his  death. 


Mr.  Carr  was  a  Eepubliean  in  politics,  having  been 
brought  up  in  the  Eepubliean  state.  He  was  fraternally 
affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Beavers,  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  was  especially 
popular  in  the  local  lodge  of  Elks.  He  was  laid  to  rest 
in  Evergreen  Cemetery  under  the  auspices  of  his  brother 
Elks.  He  was  reared  in  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr. 
Carr  was  married  March  27,  1886,  at  Valentine,  Texas, 
to  Miss  Nellie  O'Connor  of  that  place,  a  daughter  of 
Patrick  and  Matilda  O  'Connor,  who  were  farmers  of 
Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carr  had  two  children,  namely: 
Harry,  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  now  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  at  Fort  Stockton,  Texas;  and  Mrs.  Ella 
Sherman,  wife  of  L.  A.  Sherman  of  El  Paso. 

Albert  Steves.  In  a  commercial  center  like  San 
Antonio  successful  business  men  are  not  rare.  The  city 
itself  is  a  monument  to  business  enterprise,  and  its  cre- 
ators are  those  whose  collective  energies  have  concen- 
trated the  huge  volume  of  trade  and  industry  at  this  one 
point.  With  a  permanence  which  is  proved  by  nearly 
half  a  century  of  successful  existence,  and  with  a  scope 
and  volume  of  trade  relations  which  make  the  name  fa- 
miliar throughout  the  state,  the  firm  of  Ed  Steves  & 
Sons,  wholesale  and  retail  lumber  dealers  and  manufac- 
turers, have  probably  contributed  as  much  as  any  other 
single  industry  to  the  commercial  prestige  of  the  Alamo 
city.  As  it  is  a  business  of  no  ordinary  importance,  it 
is  not  merely  a  material  achievement,  but  at  its  founda- 
tion will  be  found  the  rugged  integrity  and  unfailing  en- 
terprise of  men.  The  members  of  three  generations  of 
the  Steves  family  have  contributed  their  resources  and 
ability  to  the  founding,  maintenance  and  extension  of 
this  splendid  Texas  concern. 

Edward,  who  was  always  known  as  Ed,  Steves,  the 
founder  of  the  business  at  San  Antonio,  was  born  in 
1829  at  Barmen,  Prussia,  and  came  to  Texas  when  a 
young  man  in  1848.  He  was  one  of  the  German  col- 
onists of  that  period  who  located  at  New  Brauntels,  in 
Comal  county,  and  his  first  work  was  as  a  farmer  on  the 
Guadalupe  Eiver  above  New  Braunfels.  Subsequently 
his  farm  and  stock  ranch  were  moved  to  Cypress  Creek, 
in  Kerr  county,  between  the  present  towns  of  Comfort 
and  Kerrville.  Until  some  years  after  the  Civil  war, 
that  district  was  one  of  the  most  exposed  to  Indian  raids, 
and  the  Steves  family  in  those  years  had  their  full  share 
of  frontier  hardships,  dangers  of  hostile  red  men,  and 
the  difficulties  of  pioneer  life.  In  1857  Ed  Steves  mar- 
ried Miss  Johanna  Kloepper,  who  was  born  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  and  is  still  living  in  San  Antonio.  Their 
three  sons,  Ed  Steves,  Jr.,  Albert  and  Ernest,  all  of 
whom  subsequently  became  closely  identified  with  the 
lumber  industry,  were  born  on  the  Cypress  Creek  Eanch, 
in  Kerr  county.  It  should  also  be  mentioned  that  Er- 
nest Gruene,  an  uncle  of  these  sons,  recently  died  (April 
2,  1914,)  at  the  age  of  ninety-five.  He  had  long  occu- 
pied his  old  homestead,  a  fine  farm  on  the  Guadalupe 
river  a  few  miles  above  New  Braunfels,  in  Comal  county, 
and  was  a  splendid  type  of  the  sturdy  early  German  col- 
onists in  southwest  Texas.  Mr.  Gruene  was  born  at 
Nette,  Germany,  and  settled  in  Comal  county  in  184.5, 
having  spent  nearly  seventy  years  in  that  locality. 

The  late  Ed  Steves  was  a  man  of  exceptional  energy 
and  enterprise,  and  a  prominent  figure  both  in  the  com- 
munity of  Kerr  county  and  of  San  Antonio,  and  his 
name  is  associated  with  other  things  than  the  lumber 
business.  He  had  the  distinction  of  introducing  the 
first  threshing  machine  into  his  part  of  the  state.  The 
machine  was  landed  at  the  old  port  of  Indianola  early 
in  1861,  only  a  short  time  before  the  Texas  coast  was 
blockaded  by  the  Northern  navy.  For  a  number  of  years 
his  threshing  outfit  was  relied  upon  over  a  district  cov- 
ering many  square  miles  for  all  the  threshing,  and  it  did 
much  to  lighten  the  burdens  of  farm  life  during  the  war 
period.     During  the  period  of  the  war  Ed  Steves  helped 
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to  guard  the  Texas  frontier  against  Indian  raids  as  a 
member  of  the  Home  Guards. 

When  Ed  Steves  came  fo  San  Antonio  in  1866  he  es- 
tablished a  lumber  yard  at  the  corner  of  Blum  and  Bon- 
ham  streets,  at  the  rear  of  the  Menger  Hotel.  It  was 
subsequently  moved  to  Alamo  street,  on  the  site  now  oc- 
cupied by  Joske  's  department  store.  That  was  its  loca- 
tion during  the  years  when  San  Antonio  was  isolated 
from  railway  connection  with  the  outer  world.  On  the 
completion  of  the  Southern  Pacific  lines  to  San  Antonio 
in  1877,  Mr.  Steves  moved  his  yards  to  the  old  Southern 
Pacific  depot  on  Walnut  street  on  a  block  of  ground 
bounded  by  Hayes,  Walnut,  Lamar  and  Cherry  streets. 
The  completion  of  the  International  &  Great  Northern 
railway  to  San  Antonio  in  the  spring  of  1880  caused  Mr. 
Steves  to  establish  his  yard  and  business  on  the  west 
side  of  the  city,  at  the  corner  of  Buena  Vista  and  South 
Medina  streets,  near  the  depot,  where  it  is  still  located. 

The  business  as  first  established  was  for  some  years 
conducted  under  the  name  of  Ed  Steves.  In  the  Sufn- 
mer  of  1S77  Albert  Steves  and  Ed  Steves  Jr.,  the  two 
oldest  sons,  entered  the  employ  of  their  father,  and  in  the 
following  year  Ernest  Steves,  the  other  son,  also  joined 
the  staif.  When  Ed  Steves  retired  from  the  heavier  re- 
spdnsiliilitics  uf  tlic  business  in  1882.  the  lumber  yards 
were  c.iiiti.imd  uihli-r  the  firm  name  of  Ed  Steves  & 
It  title.  Subsequently  Ed  Steves  Jr.  also 
Albert  and  Ernest  Steves  in  the  active 
In  1906  Ernest  Steves  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Texas  Lumber  Men 's  Association. 

The  most  important  and  largest  addition  to  the  Steves 
lumber  industry  was  completed  in  1913,  and  consists  of 
the  sash  and  door  plant,  located  on  a  block  of  ground 
bounded  by  South  Medina,  Frio,  Monterey  and  Mata- 
moras  streets,  in  the  adjoining  block  of  the  west  side 
lumber  yard  on  the  International  &  Great  Northern 
railroad.  This  mill  manufactures  sash,  doors,  interior 
finishings,  and  millwork  of  all  descriptions,  on  a  very 
large  scale,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  industries  in  South- 
west Texas.  The  two-story  mill  building  is  of  concrete 
.fire-proof  construction.  Adjoining  it  is  the  new  whole- 
sale building  of  the  same  construction  and  also  two 
stories  with  basement.  The  dry  kiln,  wholesale  lumber 
sheds,  and  other  facilities  of  the  business  are  also  to  be 
found  on  the  west  side,  while,  as  already  stated,  another 
yard  is  on  the  east  side  near  the  Southern  Pacific  Depot. 
From  the  wholesale  department  of  Sash,  Doors,  Blinds 
and  Mouldings  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  lumber 
yards  throughout  Southwest  Texas  are  supplied  with 
their  material,  and  this  fact  better  than  anything  else 
indicates  the  extensive  scope  of  this  business.  The 
Manufacturing  &  Wholesale  Sash  plant  is  in  charge  of 
Albert  Steves  Jr.,  with  Mr.  Ernest  Steves  as  manager 
of  the  I.  &  G.  N.  Railroad  Yard  and  Albert  Steves  Sr. 
having  charge  of  the  Sunset  Yard  on  East  Converse  St. 

The  death  of  Ed  Steves  on  April  20,  1890,  bereaved 
the  city  of  San  Antonio  of  one  of  its  ablest  business  men 
and  citi?ens.  During  the  seventies  he  had  served  as  an 
alderman,  and  his  public  spirit  was  always  ready  to  back 
up  any  worthy  new  enterprise  for  the  improvement  of 
his  home  community.  Among  those  men  who  during  the 
last  half  century  did  most  to  promote  San  Antonio  com- 
mercially and  as  a  civic  center,  the  name  of  Ed  Steves 
should  always  have  a  conspicuous  place. 

The  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Ed  Steves  &  Sons, 
Albert  Steves,  was  born  in  Kerr  county.  Texas,  and 
through  practically  all  his  career  has  been  identified  with 
the  city  of  San  Antonio.  The  noted  old  St.  Mary's  Col- 
lege afforded  most  of  his  education,  while  a  boy,  and  his 
Alma  Mater  is  the  Washington  &  Lee  University  of 
Lexington,  Virginia.  For  more  than  thirty-five  years  he 
has  been  one  of  the  men  chiefly  responsible  for  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  great  business  of  which 
he  is  a  part,  and  among  lumber  merchants  of  the  South- 
west his  record  has  few  equals. 

The  energy  and  skill  which  have  characterized  his  busi- 


ness relations  have  also  been  brought  into  public  affairs 
for  the  corresponding  benefit  of  loi'al  welfare.  In  May, 
1911,  Mr.  Steves  was  elected  an  alderman-at-large,  taking 
otfice  in  June  of  that  year.  In  April,  1913,  on  the  death 
of  JIayor  A.  H.  Jones,  the  city  council  elected  him  as 
mayor  to  fill  the  unexpired  term.  Again  in  the  regular 
city  election  of  May,  1913,  he  was  re-elected  to  the  office 
of  alderman-at-large  for  another  two  years.  Both  as 
alderman  and  mayor  Mr.  Steves  has  discharged  his  duties 
with  splendid  ability  and  unselfish  concern  for  the  public 
welfare. 

By  his  marriage  at  San  Antonio  to  Miss  Fannie  Baetz, 
Mr.  Steves  has  four  children:  Albert  Jr.,  mentioned 
above  as  one  of  the  active  members  of  the  firm ;  Estella ; 
AValter;  and  Edna.  Mr.  Steves  has  many  associations  in 
his  home  city,  belongs  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Casino  Association,  the  Beethoven  Singing  Association, 
is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Turner  Society,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  San  Antonio  Rifle  Hub,  the  Travis  Club 
and  the  San  Antonio  Club  and  the  O.  D.  H.  S.,  No.  172, 
Friedrich  Ludwig  John  or  Turner  Lodge. 

Robert  Stillman.  Excelling  in  achievements,  and 
commanding  success  in  his  special  lines  of  endeavor, 
Robert  Stillman,  of  Brownsville,  has  won  prestige  in 
the  agricultural  and  business  circles  of  Southern  Texas, 
not  only  as  one  of  the  more  active  and  prominent  ranch- 
men and  stockmen,  but  ns  a  member  of  the  famous  Still- 
man family,  who  iv,.r,',  pvii.t  irnlly,  the  founders  of 
Brownsville,  Texas,  nih]  nf  Ali.t.nnoras,  Mexico.  A  son 
of  the  late  Cornelius  Snllrnun,  lie  was  born,  in  1853,  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  of  honureil  New  England  stock. 

His  grandfather.  Captain  Francis  Stillman,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Wethersfield.  Connecticut,  the  New  England 
state  in  which  his  immigrant  ancestor  settled  on  coming 
to  America  from  Holland,  in  early  colonial  days.  En- 
gaging in  seafaring  pursuits  when  young,  he  s.iiled  the 
seas  as  master  of  a  vessel,  and  eventually  established  an 
.extensive  business  in  the  mercantile  marine  service,  own- 
ing a  fleet  of  sailing  vessels  engaged  in  trade  in  England 
and  other  foreign  ports.  Sometime  during  the  40 's  he, 
as  captain  of  one  of  his  own  vessels,  sailed  into  the  port 
of  Bagdad,  Mexico,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande 
river,  on  a  trading  expedition.  That  was  an  adventurous 
experience  of  his.  as  he  knew  absolutely  nothing  about 
the  country,  it  being  in  fact  so  perfectly  isolated  that  it 
had  never'  been  explored.  The  venture  proved  highly 
successful,  and  Captain  Stillman  was  so  pleased  that  he 
withdrew  his  ships  from  foreign  ports  and  put  them  in 
the  Mexican  trade.  He  established  a  large  commercial 
house  at  Matamoras.  ilexieo,  then  a  mere  hamlet,  and 
subsequently  induced  his  four  sous,  Charles,  Cornelius, 
Chauncey  and  Frank,  to  join  him  in  Matamoras,  where 
they  all  took  part  in  the  condu.-t  of  the  business.  Cap- 
tain Stillman  afterwards  opened  a  branch  house  in 
Brownsville,  Texas,  just  across  the  river,  making  Charles 
Stillman  its  manager.  Thus  it  was  in  reality  the  business 
enterprise  of  the  Stillmans  that  elevated  Matamoras  and 
Brownsville  to  positions  of  commercial  importance,  mak- 
ing them  the  founders  of  the  two  towns.  The  Stillmans 
likewise  acquired  vast  bodies  of  land  in  the  southwestern 
Texas  territory  contiguous  to  Brownsville,  principally  in 
Cameron,  Hidalgo  and  Nueces  counties,  these  lands  form- 
ing the  nuclei  for  several  of  the  noted  ranches  of  this 
part  of  the  state,  among  which  are  the  Lauralas  and 
•Kennedy  ranches,  purchased  from  the  Stillmans.  Re- 
turning" North  in  his  later  years,  the  Captain  established 
a  home  in  New  York  City;  but  his  death  occurred  in  In- 
dianapolis, Indiana,  while  he  was  visiting  a  daughter  in 
that  city. 

Charles  Stillman,  the  eldest  of  the  Stillman  brothers, 
and  who  for  many  years  was  extensively  engaged  in  com- 
mercial and  cattle  enterprises  in  Brownsville  and  vicinity, 
was  the  father  of  James  Stillman,  a  cousin  of  Robert 
Stillman,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  James  Stillman 
was   born   in   Brownsville,   but   reared   and   educated  in 
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Xeu-  York.  For  several  years  he  vfas  president,  and  is 
now  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  of  the  National 
City  Bank  of  Xew  York,  one  of  the  strongest  financial 
institutions  of  America,  Mr.  Stillman  ranking  with  the 
leading  financiers  of  the  world. 

A  native  of  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  Cornelius  Still- 
n,  foreseeing  the  possible  advantages  in  a  newer  coxm- 


try,  went  as  a  young 


to  Ohio,  locating  in  Cleveland, 


fhere  he  built  up  a  large  business  as  a  wholesale  grocery 
merchant.  In  18-52  he  joined  his  father  and  brnther^  in 
Brownsville,  Te.xas,  and  was  here  succes-it'nlly  iMiurii;od 
in  mercantile  pursuits  for  many  years.  Wlii'ii  ii';nlv  tn 
retire  from  business  life,  he  returned  to  the  nl.l  stilliii,-iii 
home  in  New  Y'ork  City,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death,  in  1S94.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jane 
Eobertson,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  of  Scotch  ancestry. 

As  a  boy  and  youth  Robert  Stillman  attended  school 
in  Massachusetts,  and  later  was  a  resident  of  Xew 
York  City,  where  he  was  connected  with  the  well-known 
importing  house  of  Fairfield  &  Trask.  Since  1SS3  he 
has  resided  in  Brownsville,  Texas,  where  he  is  managing 
the  extensive  interests  of  himself  and  the  other  members 
of  the  Stillman  family,  having  charge  of  two  very  fine 
and  very  valuable  cattle  ranches  lying  in  Cameron  and 
Hidalgo  counties,  these  forming  the  basis  of  his  activities 
in  the  industrial  and  commercial  world. 

Mr.  Stillman  married  Miss  Kate  Case,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  they  have  two  sons,  Lucius  Stillman  and  Joel  Stiil- 
man. 

Albert  G.  Joyce,  one  time  postmaster  of  Dallas,  is  a 
member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  state  of 
Texas.  He  was  born  in  San  Antonio,  in  1872,  and  is  a 
son  of  Eev.  "William  J.  and  Laura  (Mitchell)  Joyce,  both 
of  whom  are  living.  The  mother  is  a  daughter  of  Asa 
Mitchell,  who  was  among  the  first  American  settlers  in 
Texas.  He  was  a  member  of  Austin 's  colony  and  was 
among  the  prominent  pioneer  American  citizens  of  San 
Antonio,  where  he  was  a  large  property  owner.  His 
name  is  intimately  interwoven  with  the  early  history  of 
that  city.  Mrs.  Joyce  was  born  at  Old  Washington, 
Washington  county,  the  first  capital  of  Texas. 

Albert  G.  Joyce  was  educated  in  Coronal  Institute  in 
San  Marcos,  where  he  was  reared  and  spent  his  boyhood 
days.  In  1891  he  came  to  Dallas,  and  this  city  has  since 
been  his  home.  In  the  year  1893  he  entered  the  Dallas 
postoffice  as  a  clerk  under  Postmaster  John  S.  Witwer. 
Later  he  became  assistant  postmaster  under  W.  M.  C. 
Hill,  who  is  elsewhere  mentioned  in  this  work,  and  he 
also  served  in  a  similar  capacity  under  Mr.  Hill 's  suc- 
cessor, Major  William  O'Leary.  On  the  death  of  Major 
O'Leary,  in  May,  1903,  Mr.  Joyce  became  acting  post- 
master, and  served  as  such  until  he  was  succeeded  by 
David  A.  Eobinson  on  July  17,  1904.  He  was  in  the 
postoffice  for  twelve  years  of  continuous  service,  and  has 
been  highly  commended  for  the  praiseworthy  service  he 
gave  to  the  city  in  those  years.  Since  1904  Mr.  Joyce  has 
been  in  other  lines  of  business  in  Dallas. 

In  Dallas,  in  1900,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  El- 
liott, of  this  citv,  a  daughter  of  James  T.  Elliott,  a  pio- 
neer citizen  of  Dallas. 

L.  L.  Laoet,  M.  D.  A  Texas  physician  and  surgeon 
whose  practice  extends  over  forty  years,  and  whose  life 
and  services  have  placed  him  in  the  front  ranks  of  the 
profession,  is  Dr.  L.  L.  Lacey,  whose  earlier  career  wae 
spent  in  Eusk  county,  who  for  some  years  was  located 
at  San  Antonio,  and  for  the  past  fifteen  years  has  lived 
in  the  capital  city  of  Texas — Austin.  While  enjoying 
a  very  extensive  and  profitable  practice,  Dr.  Lacey  has 
always  been  an  originator  and  a  progressive  factor  in 
his  work,  has  done  much  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
profession  at  large,  and  his  influence  for  good  has  not 
been  confined  entirely  within  the  technical  limits  of  his 
vocation. 

Born  near  Selma,  Alabama,  April  29,  1852,  Dr.  Lacey 


is  a  son  of  Andrew  Franklin  and  Margaret  (Aiken) 
Lacey.  His  father,  who  was  one  of  the  early  manufac- 
turers of  cotton  gins,  came  to  Texas  and  settled  in  Eusk 
coiintv  in  Decemlier,  18.52,  when  Dr.  Lacey  was  seven 
months  old.  In  that  section  of  the  state  his  father  ac- 
quired large  landed  possessions,  became  an  influential 
planter,  and  for  several  years  filled  the  office  of  sheriff 
of  Eusk  county.  The  mother  belonged  to  the  prominent 
family  of  Aiken,  for  whom  the  town  of  Aiken  in  South 
Cnrolina  was  named.  She  is  now  living  with  her  daugh- 
ter. Miss  Luella  Lacey,  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  is 
ninety-four  years  of  age.  Andrew  F.  Lacey  died  in  1888 
when  seventy  years  of  age. 

The  schools  of  Henderson,  Texas,  gave  Dr.  Lacey  the 
foundation  of  his  literary  training,  and  immediately 
after  his  graduation  with  the  degree  Doctor  of  ^ledicine 
from  the  Tniversity  of  Virffinia  in  1874  he  entered  Belle- 
vue  Hospital  :Medical  College  of  New  York  City  for 
post-graduate  work.  His  general  practice  began  at  New 
SSlem,  in  East  Texas,  and  after  six  years  his  office  was 
moved  to  Henderson,  both  places  being  in  Rusk  county. 
His  patronage  grew  rapidly  from  the  start,  and  extended 
over  a  large  section  of  Eusk  county.  During  his  first 
year  Dr.  Lacev  had  a  practice  which  netted  him  more 
than  five  thousand  dollars,  and  for  fifteen  years  he  stood 
in  the  front  of  his  profession  at  Henderson.  For  nine 
years  after  leaving  Henderson  Dr.  Lacey  practiced  at 
San  Antonio,  and  for  the  past  fifteen  yeais  has  hail  his 
home  in  Austin.  His  nromiiienre  in  the  |irefession  caused 
him  to  be  one  of  tlie  first  iln,t.n-<  iifiininted  on  the  State 
Examining  Boiir.l.  He  has  ine'iibersliin  in  the  American 
Medical  Association,  the  District  Medieal  Association, 
and  all  the  local  medical  societies. 

In  1874  Dr.  Lacey  married  Miss  Alice  Meredith  of 
Lawrenceville,  Virginia,  an  accomplished  young  lady  of 
an  old  and  distinguished  Virginia  family."  The  last  fif- 
teen years  of  her  life  were  saddened  by  invalidism,  and 
her  death  occurred  at  San  Antonio  in  1S93.  Dr.  Lacey 
was  devoted  tn  his  companion  through  all  those  years, 
Lie.itesf  sorrow  of  his  life."  Be- 
!ier  Christian  character  he  was 
-'  Kpiscopal  church  soon  after 
■•■i|nently  persuaded  twentv-four 
■rsnn  to  follow  his  example.  In 
red  in  marriage  with  Miss  Forney 
one  of  the  prominent  church 
is  the  center  of  a  gracious 
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hospitality  which  is  extended  to  a  large  social  circle. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  G.  N.  Beaumont. 
Dr.  Beaumont  was  born  in  Ohio,  but  was  a  southern  sym- 
pathizer and  served  as  surgeon  in  the  Confederate  Army 
and  practiced  his  profession  many  years  after  the  war, 
but  for  more  than  twenty  years  before  his  death  was 
connected  with  the  General  Land  Office  of  the  state. 
Mrs.  Beaumont 's  father  is  a  member  of  the  Lacey  house- 
hold. To  this  marriage  have  been  born  four  sons,  Lewis, 
Bryan,  George  and  A>rnon,  now  being  educated  and 
growing  up  towards  promising  careers  of  usefulness. 

Dr.  Lacev  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  the  In- 
dependent "Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  In  1878,  with  Dr.  Swearingen  and  Dr.  iian- 
ni'ng.  Dr.  Lacev  was  one  of  the  Texas  jdiysicians  ap- 
pointed by  the  "Howard  Association  to  go  to  the  relief 
of  sufferers  of  the  yellow  fever  plague  at  Memphis,  Ten- 
nessee, and  bravelv  risked  his  life  in  a  service  that  was 
as  hayardous  as  that  of  the  army  in  time  of  war.  Dr. 
Lacey  has  recently  invented  a  sanitary  mouthpiece  for 
the  telephone,  which  has  been  patented  and  is  regarded 
bv  the  scientific  world  as  an  invention  certain  to  be  of 
great  service  lr\  jireventing  communicable  diseases  that 
may  be  placed  to  the  present  common  mouthpiece,  and 
it  is  the  first  successful  invention  of  the  kind  ever  made. 
Dr.  Lacey  has  four  brothers  who  are  residents  of  Texas, 
namely:  J.  S.  and  Calvin,  whose  homes  are  in  San  An- 
tonio;" Telephus,  in  Henderson,  and  Samuel  Houston 
Lacey,  of  Dallas.     Calvin  and  Telephus  we 
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diers  in  tlie  Confederate  army,  Calvin  being  with  the 
army  of  Lee  in  Virginia.  Dr.  Laee.y  's  home  is  at  2211 
Speedway,  and  his  office  at  700  Congress  avenue. 

Col.  Patrick  Andrew  McCaktht,  civil  engineer  and 
•builder  of  railroads  and  one  of  the  best  knovi'n  men  in 
Texas  in  engineering  circles,  was  born  in  Champaign 
county,  Illinois,  on  March  3,  1859.    He  is  a  son  of  Daniel 
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(cil.  Mif  .irtliy  got  a  start  toward  his  profession  by 
Will  km-  :i-  a  youth  for  the  engineers  who  were  engaged 
in  liuilJing  the  old  Indianapolis,  Decatur  &  Western 
Eaihvay  across  Illinois,  and  for  several  years  he  worked 
on  lailroad  and  bridge  construction  in  Indiana,  Illinois 
and  Minnesota.  He  located  in  Lufkin,  in  Angelina 
county,  in  1901,  and  this  place  he  has  since  designated 
as  his  home.  He  has  done  much  of  the  railroad  engin- 
eering that  has  made  Lufkin  a  notable  railroad  center  in 
East  Texas,  particularly  in  the  construction  of  the  East- 
ern  Texas,   the   Groveton,   Lufkin   &   Nortlicni    :iii.l    tlie 

Texas  Southeastern  Eailroads.    He  was  lity  ini^ ci    nf 

Lufkin  for  six  years,  and  the  engineer  of  l.nt  km 's  srwir 
system,  consisting  of  nine  miles  of  mains  aii'l  hiteials, 
with  two  aseptic  tanks,  which  plant  was  completed  in 
1913.  For  two  years  Col.  McCarthy  was  consulting  en- 
gineer on  new  railroad  work  in  Houston  territory,  and 
he  has  surveyed  several  projected  lines  throughout  Texas, 
Oklahoma,  Louisiana  and  New  Mexico.  For  some  time 
he  has  been  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  a  very  ex- 
tensive new  trunk  line  project,  aggregating  about  one 
thousand  miles  in  length,  for  the  Interstate  Development 
Company,  of  which  he  is  consulting  engineer.  He  is  also 
examining  and  consulting  engineer  for  financial  interests 
located  in  both  London  and  Paris. 

A  man  of  immense  popularity,  he  is  known  every- 
where as  Col.  McCarthy,  deriving  his  title  through  his 
connection  with  a  semi-military  organization  in   1902. 

Col.  McCarthy  was  married  in  Minnesota  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet T.  O'Donvan  in  1884,  and  they  have  three  sons 
and  one  daughter.  Frank  McCarthy,  the  first-born  son, 
now  engineer  for  the  Magnolia  Oil  Co.,  was  formerly 
district  engineer  of  the  Texas  &  Pacific  Railronfl  at 
Shreveport,  Louisiana;  Joe  McCarthy  is  r,,ii-i  rmi  inn 
engineer  in  interurban  lines  for  Stone  iSr  \Vrli<:,  r,  aihl  is 
now  located  at  El  Paso,  Texas;  George,  the  ynnn^rsi  sun, 
is  associated  with  his  father  at  Lufkin,  and  will  in  time 
take  his  place  among  the  engineers  of  the  district,  as 
his  brothers  have  already  done.  The  daughter,  Agnes, 
makes  her  home  with  her  parents. 

E.  T.  Canon,  M.  D.  The  medical  profession  of  east 
Texas  has  one  of  its  ablest  representatives  in  Dr.  R.  T. 
Canon  of  Lufkin.  Dr.  Canon  is  a  man  of  broad  expe- 
rience, widely  traveled,  and  splendidly  equipped  profes- 
sionally, has  acquired  success  and  high  standing  in  Lufkin 
and  as  a  citizen  is  a  loyal  believer  in  the  greatness  and 
possibilities  of  his  native  state.  One  fact  that  makes 
his  career  of  unusual  interest  is  that  he  is  the  third  phy- 
sician in  as  many  successive  generations  of  the  Canon 
family,  and  all  of  these  have  practiced  in  Texas. 

His  grandfather.  Dr.  John  Canon,  not  only  practiced 
medicine,  but  preached  the  gospel  as  a  Methodist  minis- 
ter, and  died  in  Polk  county,  Texas,  at  the  veneralble 
age  of  eighty  years.  He  married  a  Miss  Weining,  and 
their  children  were:  Val  C,  of  Plainview,  Texas;  Dr. 
John  J.;  Robert,  who  died  during  the  Civil  war;  and 
Edward,  who  resides  in  Polk  county. 

Dr.  R.  T.  Canon  is  a  son  of  Dr.  John  J.  Canon,  who 
settled  in  Polk  county,  Texas,  in  18.58,  coming  from 
Florida,  where  he  spent  his  childhood,  and  was  married. 
He  was  born  in  Georgia  in  1S34,  was  educated  largely 


in  the  city  of  Macon,  took  his  courses  in  medicine  at  At- 
lanta, and  began  practice  in  Florida.  On  coming  to 
Texas  he  settled  at  Big  Springs,  in  Polk  county,  aud^as 
in  practice  there  until  1872,  when  he  moved  to  Mosrow, 
and  spent  the  remaining  years  of  his  active  career  there 
His  death  occurred  in  Lufkin  in  1910.  Dr.  .lohn  J. 
Canon  was  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  at  the  close  of 
his  service  held  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel.  At  Vicks- 
burg  he  was  wounded,  and  was  again  marked  for  Yankee 
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was  in  the  Masonic  fialn miy.  ami  lie  served  as  district 
deputy  grauil  master  of  the  order,  and  also  belonged  to 
the  Knit;lits  Teniiilar  Commaudery.  He  married  Mary 
Schmidt,  a  daughter  of  Patrick  Schmidt,  and  his  widow- 
still  survives.  Their  children  are:  A.  S.,  a  merchant  at 
Calvert;  Dr.  R.  T.;  Mary,  wife  of  J.  W.  Leggett,  of 
Moscow;  Benjamin  M.,  of  Minden,  Louisiana;  Dr.  M, 
B.,  of  Jacksonville,  Texas;  and  Mrs.  Nellie  Victory, 
of  Keltys,   Texas. 

Dr.  R.  T.  Canon  got  liis  lilcraiy  education  in  the  high 
school  at  Moscow,  ami  xiiniicl  imMlicine  in  Galveston, 
and  later  in  the  Jefi'i'ismi  Alclnal  College  at  Philadel- 
phia, one  of  the  oldest  and  iiiosi  .listinguished  medical 
schools  in  America.  His  graduation  at  Jefferson  came  in 
1893,  and  possessing  his  degree  of  M.  D.  he  began 
practice  in  Moscow,  which  city  remained  his  residence 
until  1908.  In  that  year  he  came  to  T.nfkin,  after  tak- 
ing a  post-graduate  course  in  tlii>  Clmai^o  I'olirliiiir,  and 
a  course  in  surgery  at  the  Mayo  llospilal  m  K'in  lioster, 
Minnesota.  The  doctor  has  iiloiit  ilicd  hiinsclf  with  local 
medical  society  work,  wherever  he  has  practiced,  and 
has  been  honored  with  the  office  of  president  and  secre- 
tary in  the  societies  of  both  counties.  On  March  13, 
1895,  Dr.  Canon  married  in  Moscow,  Miss  Ruby,  a 
daughter  of  J.  H.  Johnson,  of  Long  View,  Texas.  Her 
brothers  and  sisters  are:  J.  P.  and  J.  E.  .Johnson,  of 
Staples,  Louisiana;  Pearl,  who  married  Dr.  M.  B.  Canon, 
of  Jacksonville,  Texas;  Mrs.  Addie  Vickery,  of  Grove 
ton;  Miss  FaiiTiio  and  A.  T.  Johnson,  ofLong  A'iew, 
Texas;  .-iikI  Mm.  .lames  Goodman,  of  Woodville,  Texas, 
Dr,  an. I  Ah-.  (;moii  have  the  following  children:  Otis, 
Maurine,  an,l  Mildie.l,  Outside  of  his  practice  as  a 
physician,  Dr,  Canon 's  public  service  has  been  in  the 
capacity  of  trustee  of  the  Lufkin  public  schools.  The 
new  thirty-eight  thousand  dollar  high  school,  completed 
in  1913,  stands  as  a  monument  to  the  public  spirit  of 
Lufkin,  as  well  as  to  the  taste  and  business  acumen  of 
the  board  of  education,  one  of  whose  members  is  Dr. 
Canon,  He  has  taken  degrees  in  both  the  Scottish  and 
York  Rites  of  Masonry,  belongs  to  the  Galveston  Con- 
sistory, and  was  Grand  Visitor  for  a  time  and  is  past 
master  and  past  high-priest  of  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter 
respectively  at  Moscow  and  Lufkin. 

Alfred  H.  Easterling,  M.  D.  Worthy  ambition  and 
definite  purpose  have  characterized  the  career  of  Dr. 
Easterling  and  have  resulted  in  making  him  a  physician 
and  surgeon  of  broad  and  accurate  scientific  knowledge 
and  a  practitioner  whose  success  is  on  a  parity  with  his 
recognized  ability,  the  while  his  genial  and  kindly  nature 
has  further  fortified  him  in  popular  confidence  and  es- 
teem. He  is  one  of  the  representative  mendiprs  of  his 
profession  in  Athens,  the  judicial  center  of  Henderson 
county,  where  he  has  resided  since  he  was  twenty  years 
of  age   and  where  his  status   is   sin-li    as   to    ivmloi'   most 

consonant   his  recognition    in    tins    imliliciii lie    is   a 

broad-minded,  libera!  ami  imM'r  s|,iiit,.,|  iiii/m,  and  is 
thoroughly  appreciative  of  and  loyal  to  the  state  of  his 
adoption. 

Dr.  Easterling  was  born  in  Walker  county,  Georgia,  on 
the  9th  of  August,  1865,  a  son  of  James  M.  and  Georgia 
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(Eeid)  Easterling,  botb  of  wbom  passed  the  closing 
years  of  their  lives  in  Athens,  Texas,  where  the  former 
died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  where 
the  latter  was  summoned  to  eteinal  rest  in  1910,  at  the 
venerable  age  of  eighty-five  years.  Mrs.  Easterling,  a 
woman  of  most  gracious  and  gentle  personaUty,  was 
born  in  Whitfield  county,  Georgia,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Alfred  B.  Keid,  a  prominent  and  substantial  citizen 
of  that  state'.  Mrs.  Easterling  came  to  Athens  when  the 
native  timber  was  being  removed  of  its  present  county 
court  house,  she  having  been  one  of  the  first  white  women 
to  become  a  resident  of  the  now  thriving  and  at- 
tractive little  city  which  is  the  judicial  center  of  the 
county.  She  was  twice  wedded,  her  first  husband  hav- 
in^T  been  C'vrus  B.  Meredith,  who  was  a  resident  of  Hen- 
derson count  V  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  children 
of  this  union  were:  A.  W.  Meredith,  who  is  a  promi- 
nent banker  and  man  of  affairs  of  Willis  Point,  in  Van 
Zandt  county,  where  he  was  a  county  official  for  many 
years;  James  T.  Meredith,  who  was  a  resident  of  Athens, 
this  state,  at  the  time  of  his  death;  and  Mrs.  Palmyra 
Graham,  of  Athens,  Texas.  James  McQueen  and  Georgia 
(Eeid)  Easterling,  who  were  married  in  1S60,  became 
the  parents  of  two  children,  of  whom  the  elder  is  Dr. 
Easterling,  of  this  review,  and  the  younger,  Eula  Lee, 
who  is  the  wife  of  John  A.  Murchison,  of  Athens. 

James  McQueen  Easterling,  the  father  of  the  Doctor, 
was  born  at  Monroe,  Watson  county,  Georgia,  his  father 
having  been  one  of  the  most  extensive  planters  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  that  section  of  the  state.  He  was  a 
son  of  Henry  Easterling,  who  was  born  in  Georgia,  of 
Irish  lineage,  and  whose  wife  was  of  Scotch  ancestry, 
her  maiden  name  having  been  McQueen.  Henry  Easter- 
ling died  shortly  before  the  inception  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  his  will  made  a  careful  provision  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  his  estate,  which  included  a  large  number  of 
negro  slaves.  Of  his  several  children  nearly  all  remained  in 
Georgia  untU  their  death.  James  McQueen  Easterling 
become  one  of  the  substantial  and  representative  planters 
of  Walker  county,  Georgia,  and  was  the  owner  of  a  con- 
siderable number  of  ,  slaves  within  the  period  of  the 
patriarchal  old  regime  of  the  South.  As  may  well  be  sup- 
posed, he  was  vitally  loyal  to  the  cause  of  the  Confed- 
eracy when  the  Civil  war  was  precipitated  on  the  na- 
tion, and  he  was  commissioned  captain  of  his  company 
in  a  Georgia  regiment  that  was  commanded  by  Colonel 
Culbertson  and  that  was  assigned  to  duty  with  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee.  He  participated  in  the  great  At- 
lanta campaign  and  lived  up  to  the  full  tension  of  the 
great  conflict,  though  he  was  signally  favored  in  that  he 
was  never  captured  or  wounded.  He  was  a  man  of 
strong  mentality  and  impregnable  integrity  of  character, 
was  well  fortified  in  his  views,  but  had  no  predilection 
for  the  turmoil  of  practical  politics,  though  he  gave  un- 
qualifieil  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party,  whose  every 
presidential  candidate  he  supported  from  the  time  of 
Polk  to  that  of  Cleveland,  save  during  the  period  of  re- 
construction in  the  South,  when  he,  in  common  with  other 
citizens,  was  disfranchised.  He  was  aflSliated  with  the 
Masonic  fraternitv,  and  was  a  citizen  who  ever  com- 
manded the  high  regard  of  aU  who  knew  him.  He  t-anie 
to  Texas  in  1SS4  and  passed  the  closing  years  of  his  life 
in  Henderson  countv,  as  previously  noted.  He  was  twice 
married,  and  the  mother  of  his  son  Alfred  H.  was  his 
second  wife.  Of  the  children  of  the  first  union  two 
sons,   Edward  and   Archibald   H.,   were  valiant   soldiers 


Georgia  regi 


iient  in  the  Civil  war,  and  both 


ficed  their'lives  m  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy.  While 
with  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  they  were  captured 
bv  Federal  iforces  in  Maryland,  where  the  younger 
brother  received  a  fatal  shot  in  the  head.  Rather  than 
leave  his  wounded  brother,  Edward  Easterling  submitted 
to  capture,  and  he  was  imprisoned  at  Funktown,  Mary- 
land, where  he  literally  died  of  starvation,  both  he  and 
his  brother  having  been  buried  at  that  place,  honored 
martyrs  to  the  cause  to  which  their  loyalty  was  of  the 


highest  type.  Of  the  daughters  of  the  first  marriage, 
Mrs.  Mary  Little  died  in  Hardeman  county,  Tennessee; 
Mrs.  Addie  Little  is  a  resident  of  Walker  county,  Geor- 
gia; Mrs.  Sallie  Jones  resides  at  Wolfe  City,  Hunt 
county,  Texas;  and  Mrs.  Hunda  McDinald  maintains 
her  home  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  Georgia.  There  is 
also  a  brother,  Joel  C.  Easterling,  a  resident  of  Mt. 
Vernon,  Texas. 

Dr.  Easterling  was  reared  to  maturity  on  the  old 
homestead  plantation  in  Walker  county,  Georgia,  where 
he  waxed  strong  in  mind  and  body,  but  where  his  early 
educational  advantages  were  confined  to  the  somewhat 
ineffective  country  schools  of  the  period  following  the 
close  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was  thus  far  behind  other 
members  of  his  class  in  the  matter  of  specific  scholarship 
when  he  entered  the  old  Joseph  E.  Brown  University  at 
Dalton,  Georgia.  The  president  of  this  institution  had 
appreciation  of  the  ambition  and  restricted  opportunities 
of  the  young  student,  and  gave  him  full  latitude  for  ap- 
plication and  scholastic  advancement.  The  ambition 
and  close  application  of  the  Doctor  at  this  time  are  indi- 
cated by  the  fact  that  at  the  close  of  his  first  year  in 
college  he  was  found  to  have  compassed  fully  and  ef- 
fectually the  work  of  both  the  Freshman  and  Sopho- 
more years. 

Dr.  Easterling  was  twenty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
the  family  removal  to  Texas,  and  for  a  time  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a  dry  goods  establishment  at  Athens,  where 
he  was  later  identified  with  other  lines  of  business  activ- 
ity, though  he  earl_v  formed  a  definite  ambition  to  enter 
the  profession  in  which  he  has  attained  to  marked  suc- 
cess and  prestige.  In  consonance  with  his  ambition  he 
was  finally  matriculated  in  the  medical  department  of 
Tulane  University,  in  the  city  of  Xew  Orleans,  and  in 
this  admirable  institution  he  was  graduated  as  a  member 
of  the  class  of  1897.  After  thus  securing  his  coveted 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  he  established  an  office 
at  Athens,  and  here  his  novitiate  was  of  short  duration, 
as  he  proved  himself  admirably  fortified  for  the  exacting 
work  of  his  profession,  and  his  personal  popularity  further 
augmented  his  success,  with  the  result  that  he  has  long 
controlled  a  large  and  representative  general  practice, 
besides  which  he  is  known  and  honored  as  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Henderson  county. 
He  is  an  influential  member  of  the  Henderson  county 
Medical  Society,  oi  which  he  served  as  president  and  of 
which  he  is  now  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  he  is  also 
actively  identified  with  the  Texas  State  Medical  Society 
and  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Loyal  and  progressive  as  a  citizen  and  vitally  inter- 
ested in  all  that  touches  the  social  and  material  welfare 
of  the  community.  Dr.  Easterling  is  unwavering  in  his 
support  of  the  generic  cause  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  in  the  furtherance  of  social  welfare  he  is  implaca- 
ble in  his  opposition  to  thejiquor  traffic  and  its  dele- 
terious influences.  He  affiliates  with  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Order  of  the  Aztecs, 
in  which  last  mentioned  he  is  supreme  medical  director  of 
the  state  organization,  the  headquarters  of  which  are 
maintained  in  the  city  of  Fort  Worth.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  popular  factors  in  the  leading  social  activities 
of  Athens.  ,        „  ,      .  „  , 

At  Cuero,  Dewitt  county,  Texas,  on  the  12th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1902,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Easter- 
ling "to  Miss  Mitchell  M.  Wofford,  whose  ' 
Wofiford,  a  native  of  Wharton  county, 
citizen  of  distinctive  prominence  and  influence  in  Dewitt 
county.  Dr.  and  5Irs.  Easterling  have  two  children,  Mar- 
garet'and  James  McQueen. 

William  Benjamin  Wynne.  For  more  than  thirty- 
five  years  William  Benjamin  Wynne  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  Wills  Point  bar,  and  by  his  learning,  in- 
dustry, ability  and  character  has  held  a  high  rank  m  his 
profession,  while  he  is  no  less  valued  in  the  community 
as  a  liberal  minded  and  enterprising  citizen.      *    '^"t'"- 
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guishetl  Texas  family  is  represented  in  his  person,  and 
the  Wynnes  have  been  prominent  in  law,  military  affairs 
and  in  business  in  Texas  since  the  family  was  established 
here  by  William  Benjamin  Wynne,  Sr.,  in  1841.  The 
senior  Wynne  came  to  the  state  from  Jackson  county, 
Tennessee,  in  an  ox  wagon,  bringing  his  family  with  him. 
He  was  born  in  Jackson  county  in  1816,  was  reared  there, 
and  his  education  came  from  the  country  schools  of  his 
home  community,  where  his  father,  whose  name  was 
also  William  Benjamin,  was  a  slaveholder  and  merchant. 
There  were  five  sons  in  the  family  of  grandfather  Wynne, 
namely:  James  H.,  Robert  H.,  B.  J.,  Thomas  L.  and 
William  Benjamin.  Of  these,  James  H.  and  William  B. 
came  to  Texas,  the  others  remaining  in  their  native 
state. 

William  Benjamin  Wynne,  Sr.,  on  coming  to  Texas, 
settled  at  Old  Belleview,  in  Eusk  county,  a  community 
later  known  as  Pyrtle,  but  he  located  his  headright,  or 
government  land,  "in  San  Augustine  county,  although  he 
never  occupied  it.  In  1879  he  moved  from  Eusk  county 
to  Van  Zandt  county,  and  died  at  Wills  Point  on  March 
4,  1904.  His  active  car.vi-  »,is  d.-voted  to  agriculture, 
and  before  the  war  he  ar.|iiii.  d  nnirh  ^lave  property.  In 
church  matters  he  was  a  .M.rliiidi-r  ;Mid  (|uite  prominent, 
a  diligent  student  of  tlio  I'.iMr  and  of  sacred  history, 
while  in  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Demo- 
crat. A  secessionist,  three  of  his  sons  shared  in  his 
convictions  and  gave  service  in  the  Civil  war  as  soldiers 
of  the  Confederacy.  William  B.  Wynne,  Sr.,  married 
Miss  Mary  E.  iloore,  a  daughter  of  James  Harrison 
and  Mary  E.  (Harrison)  Moore.  She  died  April  3, 
1858,  the  mother  of  Colonel  Richard  Wynne,  distinguished 
as  a  Texas  lawyer,  soldier  and  politician,  who  was  super- 
intendent of  tlie  Confederate  Soldiers'  Home  at  Austin 
when  he  died  in  1913.  Colonel  Wynne  was  a  gallant 
soldier,  and  during  the  war  was  with  Proctor's  Brigade. 
James  Harrison  Wynne,  the  second  son,  served  four  years 
in  the  Confederate  gray  with  General  Thompson's  Bri- 
gade, and  a  member  of  the  same  organization  was  Dev- 
ereau  S.  Wynne,  who  is  now  a  farmer  in  Kaufman  county. 
Thomas  L.'  Wynne,  fourth  of  the  family,  died  in  Palo 
Pinto  county.  The  next  in  order  of  the  children  is  the 
lawyer,  William  Benjamin.  Mary  A.  married  W.  A. 
Williams  and  lives  in  Greenville,  and  Dionitia  E.  mar- 
ried J.  E.  Frisby,  of  Dallas.  The  father  of  these  chil- 
dren subsequently  married  a  second  wife. 

William  Benjamin  Wynne,  or  ' '  Buck ' '  Wynne,  as  he 
is  more  generally  known,  was  born  April  3,  18.58,  grew 
up  about  Pyrtle,  in  Eusk  county,  to  the  age  of  eighteen, 
familiarized  himself  with  the  ' '  wagoning ' '  business  of 
the  early  seventies,  driving  a  team  from  Hallville,  then 
the  end  of  the  Texas  &  Pacific  Eailroad,  to  Henderson. 
Much  of  his  education  was  acquired  while  thus  engaged, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  gave  instruction  to  a  young 
negro.  ^Miile  a  vouth  in  his  teens  he  began  the  study 
of  law  with  his  brother.  Colonel  E.  N.  Wynne,  in  Hen- 
derson, and  in  due  time  was  admitted  to  the  bar  before 
Judge  A.  J.  Booty,  in  1878. 

Mr.  Wynne  entered  practice  in  a  desultory  sort  of 
manner,  making  a  few  collections  here  and  there,  and  for 
a  year  doing  a  little  work  in  the  courts.  His  first  case 
was  in  the  defense  of  J.  P.  Morgan,  a  farmer,  who  was 
being  prosecuted  for  malicious  mischief.  Jloving  to 
Wills  Point  in  1879,  his  own  legal  career  started  prac- 
tically with  the  inception  of  the  town,  so  that  he  has  been 
the  leading  lawyer  in  that  community  while  it  was  grow- 
ing to  its  present  importance.  Jlr.  Wynne  early  mani- 
fested an  inclination  for  criminal  eases,  and  as  the  ad- 
vocate of  those  charged  with  crime  came  into  a  consid- 
erable reputation.  This  branch  of  the  law  was  gradually 
made  his  specialty,  although  civil  business  of  a  cor- 
porate nature  has  also  claimed  his  attention.  Of  the  one 
hundred  and  eleven  men  he  defended  when  their  lives 
were  at  stake,  but  four  verdicts  were  returned  against 
him,  and  eight  years  was  the  longest  term  of  penal  servi- 
tude given  any  of  his  clients.     He  has  always  represented 


the  shippers  as  against  the  railroads  and  has  established 
precedents  in  a  great  many  cases.  Never  in  all  the  years 
of  his  legal  activities  has  Mr.  Wynne  rej^resented  a  cor- 
poration, except  in  the  instances  of  one  corporation  ap- 
pearing against  another.  For  twelve  vears  he  was  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Wynne  &  Eussel'l,  Judge  Gordon 
Eussell  going  into  congress  from  their  office.  Mr.  Wynne 
has  lately  taken  his  son,  Angus  Wynne,  into  the  office 
with  him,  and  they  maintain  an  office  in  Kaufman  as 
well  as  in  Wills  Point.  The  firm  represents  practically 
all  the  corporate  interests  of  Wills  Point,  including  the 
banks,  oil  mill  and  light  plant. 

In  polities  Mr.  Wynne  has  never  sought  an  office,  nor 
ever  held  one.  He  has  been  an  active  Bailey  man,  has 
sat  in  many  state  conventions,  and  is  a  man  of  some 
influence  in  the  party  in  his  locality.  At  the  present 
time  Mr.  Wynne  gives  little  attention  to  office  affairs, 
rather  devoting  himself  to  the  business  of  recuperating 
after  a  nervous  breakdown.  He  fell  exhausted  at  the 
close  of  his  argument  in  a  case  of  unusual  importance  in 
May,  1913,  a  collapse  due  to  a  continuous  activity  in 
his  profession  for  a  period  of  ten  years  without  a  rest 
or  vacation.  He  is  regarded  as  one  "of  the  noted  lawyers 
of  Van  Zandt  county,  and  his  success  has  been  "well 
merited. 

Mr.  Wynne 's  identification  with  church  affairs  began 
when  he  settled  down  and  established  a  home  and  fam- 
ily years  ago,  since  which  time  he  has  taken  a  leading 
part  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
Wills  Point.  For  some  years  he  was  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school  and  at  different  times  has  been  a  dele- 
gate  to   church   conferences. 

In  Marshall,  Texas,  on  September  25,  1879,  Mr.  Wynne 
married  Miss  Margaret  Welch  Henderson,  daughter  of  J. 
B.  Henderson,  a  Virginian  by  birth  and  a  farmer.  The 
children  born  to  them  are:  'Minerva,  wife  of  Eussell 
Montague,  a  Wills  Point  merchant ;  Angus  G.,  a  gradu- 
ate of  literature  and  law  of  the  Texas  University,  and 
now  law  partner  of  his  father,  who  married  Miss"  Mena 
Shellmore,  daughter  of  Dr.  Shellmore,  of  Dallas,  and 
they  reside  in  Kaufman,  where  the  son  looks  after  the 
practice  of  the  firm  in  that  vicinity;  Margaret  W.  is  the 
wife  of  Will  Harrison,  of  Fort  Worth;  Benjamin  J.  is 
a  graduate  of  the  Wills  Point  schools  and  a  student  in 
the  University  of  Texas;  and  Toddie  L.,  Nancy  Jud- 
son,  Ada  K.  and  Gordon  Russell  are  the  younger  m'embers 
of  this  family. 

The  family  home  of  the  Wynnes,  located  in  a  most  at- 
tractive residence  portion  of  the  city,  is  one  of  the  most 
charming  to  be  found  at  Wills  Point.  Its  magnificent 
lawn,  with  every  ornamentation  in  the  way  of  shrub- 
bery and  flowers  that  the  landscape  gardener  's  art  could 
insure,  is  a  feature  of  the  place,  and  the  box  hedge  and 
cedars  that  line  the  road  from  house  to  gate  attract  the 
attention  and  admiration  of  every  stranger  in  Wills 
Point. 

Hon.  William  E.  H.iwkixs,  associate  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Texas,  is  a  worthy  representative  of 
the  dignity  and  greatness  of  the  state  in  the  domain  of 
the  law  which  he  has  honored  for  twenty-seven  years. 
He  comes  of  a  family  whose  members  have  long  been  dis- 
tinguished at  the  bar  and  on  the  bench,  especially  in 
Tennessee,  where  an  uncle,  Alvin  Hawkins,  served  three 
terms  as  a  member  of  the  supreme  court,  and  later  was 
governor  of  the  state ;  another  uncle,  Albert  G.  Hawkins, 
was  for  many  years  chancellor  of  the  district  including 
Carroll  county,  Tennessee,  while  a  third  uncle,  Jo  Hawk- 
ins, was  circuit  judge  and  afterward  for  many  years  a 
practitioner  at  Huntington,  Carroll  county,  Tennessee. 

Judge  Hawkins  was  born  at  Greenwood,  Caddo  parish, 
Louisiana,  September  26,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev. 
Samuel  J.  and  Emmeline  (Burke)  Hawkins.  His  father, 
a  native  of  Tennessee,  was  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  as  such  came  to  Texas  in 
1865,  here  helping  to  organize  the  North  Texas  Confer- 
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enee,  as  the  Trinity  Conference,  at  Sulphur  Springs  in 
that  year.  He  was  presiding  elder  of  the  Sulphur 
springs  district,  associate  editor  of  the  Texas  Christian 
Advocate,  and  curator  of  Southwestern  University  at 
Georgetown,  at  the  time  of  his  death  at  Sulphur  Springs, 
in  1888.  An  extremely  pious  man,  thoroughly  devoted  to 
the  work  of  his  Master,  his  life  was  one  of  usefulness 
to  his  fellow  men,  and  his  influence,  always  for  good, 
was  felt  in  whatever  community  he  was  located.  The 
mother,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  of  Virginia  parentage, 
still  survives  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  and  is 
making  her  home  with  her  son  in  Austin. 

William  F.  Hawkins  secured  his  education  in  various 
schools  of  Texas,  his  father's  calling  making  it  neces- 
sary that  the  family  frequently  move  from  point  to 
point.  He  later  attended  the  tJniversity  of  Louisiana 
(now  Tulane  University),  and  tinished  his  collegiate 
course  at  the  Southwestern  University  at  Georgetown, 
where  he  spent  two  years.  He  then  taught  school  in 
Dallas  county  and  afterwards  in  the  city  of  Dallas.  He 
was  the  first  teacher  of  mathematics  in  the  Dallas  high 
school.  Being  financially  unable  to  attend  the  law  school 
of  the  University  of  Texas,  he  read  law  under  the  pre- 
ceptorship  and  in  the  offices  of  Shepard  &  Jliller,  of 
Dallas,  the  firm  being  composed  of  Judge  Seth  Shepard, 
now  chief  justice  of  the  Uniteil  States  court  of  appeals 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  an.l  the  late  T.  S.  Miller. 
With  this  excellent  prei>aration,  Judge  Hawkins  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Dallas  in  1SS7,  and  in  that  year 
began  practice  in  that  city  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
McKammy  &  Hawkins.  Subsequently  with  his  brother, 
he  formed  the  firm  of  Hawkins  &  Hawkins,  and  still 
later  became  associated  with  John  E.  and  C.  P.  Haynes, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Hawkins  &  Haynes.  This  latter 
association  continued  until  1905,  when  Judge  Hawkins 
was  appointed  first  assistant  attorney  general  of  the 
state  of  Texas,  under  attornev  general  K.  V.  Davidson, 
and  held  this  positiun  until  December  31,  1909,  when  he 
resigned.  Shortly  thereafter  he  was  appointed  commis- 
sioner of  insurance  and  banking  of  Texas,  and  retained 
that  ofBce  until  July,  1910,  when  he  moved  to  Browns- 
ville, Texas,  and  became  associated  with  Frank  C.  Pierce, 
in  the  general  practice  of  law,  under  the  firm  style  of 
Hawkins  &  Pierce,  this  partnership  continuing  until 
September,  1912. 

In  Jul.v,  1912,  while  living  at  Brownsville,  Judge 
Hawkins  was  nominated  in  the  state  Democratic  primary 
for  the  office  of  associate  justice  of  the  supreme  court 
of  Texas,  by  a  majority  which  was  officially  reported  as 
exceeding  eighty-nine  thousand,  and  in  November,  1912, 
was  elected  to  the  position  for  the  unexpired  term  of 
two  weeks,  and  qualified  January,  1913.  There  has 
never  been  cause  for  anyone  to  question  Judge  Hawkins' 
mental  breadth  and  strength,  or  his  determination,  reso- 
lution and  steadiness,  in  whatever  field  of  activity  he 
has  elected  to  enter.  As  a  jurist  his  decisions  have  indi- 
cated a  strong  mentality,  careful  analysis  and  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  law,  and  although  personally  a  man  of 
positive  views,  it  has  yet  to  be  found  that,  as  a  judge, 
he  has  ever  been  influenced  by  his  private  inclinations. 
He  possessed  that  self-control  so  requisite  to  the  true 
judicial  temperament,  the  power  to  put  aside  all  personal 
feelings  and  prejudices  in  order  that  he  may  impar- 
tially dispense  justice.  Judge  Hawkins  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  order  and  the  Kappa  Alpha  fraternity,  as 
well  as  the  Town  and  Gown  Club  of  Austin.  His  re- 
ligious connection  is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  of  this  city. 

On  November  11,  1886,  Judge  Hawkins  was  married 
to  Miss  Ella  Dickason,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  but  a  resi- 
dent of  Dallas,  and  daugliter  of  John  S.  and  Mary  L. 
Dickason.  To  this  union  there  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  living,  as  follows:  Lyndsay  D., 
of  Dallas,  a  member  of  the  legal  fraternity,  who  re- 
cently returned  to  Texas  from  Phoenix,  Arizona,  where 
he  was  in  partnership  with  his  uncle,  ex-Texas  State  Sen- 


ator Albert  S.  Hawkins;  Evelyn,  who  is  the  wife  of  Staf- 
ford G.  Helm,  a  stockman  and  merchant  of  Dundee, 
Archer  county,  Texas;  and  two  unmarried  daughters, 
Marion  and  Eudora,  w^ho  reside  with  their  parents  at  212 
West  Forty-third  street,  Austin. 

William  A.  Watkixs,  M.  D.  With  a  name  honored 
and  distinctive  through  nearly  eighty  years  of  Texas 
History,  Dr.  Watkins  represents  the  third  generation  of 
the  family  in  the  republic  and  the  state,  and  has  for 
forty  years  been  prominent  as  a  physician  and  citizen. 
During  most  of  his  professional  activities  his  home  has 
been  at  Kemp  in  Kaufman  county.  In  the  family  mem- 
bership will  be  found  doctors,  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
farmers,  soldiers,  judges  and  lawyers,  and  all  have  made 
useful  records  in  their  relations  with  state  and  society. 

The  grandfather  of  Dr.  William  A.  AVatkins  was  Dr. 
Jesse  T.  Watkins,  likewise  a  physician,  born  at  Murfrees- 
boro,  Tennessee,  and  established  his  residence  at  Nacog- 
doches, Texas,  about  1S36.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  in- 
tellect, of  virtuous  purposes  and  righteous  life,  and  was 
selected  by  General  Houston  to  make  treaties  with  the 
Indians  whose  hunting  grounds  were  adjacent  to  the 
white  men  on  the  Texas  frontier.  In  1836,  he  set  out 
from  Xagodoches  on  this  mission,  with  a  pack  train  of 
twenty  Anadarko  Indians.  From  the  day  of  his  depar- 
ture to  the  west  no  news  came  from  the  little  band,  but 
in  after  years  it  was  ascertained  on  reliable  information 
that  all  the  party  had  been  slain  by  Mexicans.  Dr.  Jesse 
Watkins  married  Mary  McCorkle,  who  died  at  Nacog- 
doches in  1862.  There  was  a  family  of  five  sons  and 
two  daughters,  namely:  Eev.  Archibald  H.,  who  was  a 
minister  of  the  gospel  and  labored  for  his  church  in  Texas 
more  than  forty  years,  dying  in  Eusk  county  about  18SS ; 
John  M.,  who  settled  in  Kaufman  county  in  1852,  and 
left  a  large  family  at  Kemp  when  he  died,  having  served 
his  <iiinity  as  jihlup  from  1856  to  1860;  Rev.  Richard  O., 
fath.'i  ut  Dr.  William  A.  Watkins;  Robert,  who  died  at 
Na.'.i.::>l>i.  li.'s  -iihl  left  a  large  family;  and  Hon.  Jesse  J., 
who  dir^l  at  1  )(iiiglas,  Texas,  in  1911,  having  served  his 
county  in  the  legislature  and  as  county  judge;  Sallie, 
wife  of  Col.  Robert  Smith  of  Henderson,  where  she 
died;  Mary,  who  married  Col.  Wynne  of  Rusk  county, 
where  she  died. 

Rev.  Richard  O.  Watkins,  father  of  Dr.  Watkins,  was 
born  near  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee,  in  1816.  His  educa- 
tion was  received  at  Shannon,  Mississippi,  and  in  Leb- 
anon, Tennessee,  and  he  entered  the  ministry  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  For  many  years  he 
was  prominent  as  a  pastor  in  Texas,  and  was  stationed 
at  difi'erent  times  at  Austin  and  Waco,  and  was  also 
closely  identified  with  the  work  of  the  church  school  at 
Tehuacana.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  that  located 
that  noted  old  Trinity  University,  which  now  has  its 
home  in  Waxahachie>  The  University  was  founded  at 
Tehuacana  in  1868.  Rev.  Watkins  gave  liberally  to  it 
for  endowment  purposes,  among  his  contributions  being 
the  dormitory  of  twenty  rooms  for  the  housing  of  young 
men  studving  for  the  ministry.  Rev.  Watkins  preached 
all  over  the  inhabited  part  of  Texas,  and  was  active  in 
the  work  for  forty-five  years.  While  the  war  between  the 
states  was  in  progress,  he  carried  on  his  ministerial  du- 
ties, and  at  the  same  time  showed  his  loyalty  to  his  south 
by  his  active  advocacy  of  its  cause,  and  through  the 
service  of  his  own  sons.  He  fed  the  wives  of  those 
fighting  under  the  "Stars  and  Bars"  and  was  a  friend 
and  counselor  during  the  dark  hours  of  trouble.  He  did 
a  splendid  work  in  every  field  of  intellectual  activity,  and 
passed  on  the  sceptre  of  the  church  to  those  who  came 
up  under  some  influences  he  had  set  in  motion. 

In  1855,  Rev.  R.  0.  Watkins  followed  his  brother  to 
Kaufman  county,  and  there  maintained  his  home.  Of 
his  familv  of  six  sons  two  served  in  the  Confederacy  as 
soldiers  and  are  now  deceased,  while  four  are  active  and 
successful  men  of  business  or  of  professions.  Rev.  Wat- 
kins married  Miss   Amanda  Polk,   a  daughter   of   John 
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Polk  of  Memphis,  Tennessee.  They  were  married  at 
San  Augustine,  Texas,  where  the  Polk  family  has  been 
among  the  most  prominent  in  that  section  of  the  state. 
Mrs.  Watkins  died  at  Kemp  in  1912  at  the  age  of 
ninety-two,  having  survived  her  husband  for  many  years. 
Their  chihlren  were:  John  P.,  who  belonged  to  Col.  Par- 
sons '  Twelfth  Texas  Cavalry,  lived  the  life  as  a  farmer, 
and  died  at  Kemp  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine;  Jesse  A.,  who 
served  in  the  same  command  with  his  brotlier,  was  a 
farmer  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-iMylit ;  b'irli.-inl  O., 
a  successful  farmer  near  Kemp;  Willi:iiii  A.:  l.'iilicrt  S., 
who  lives  retired  at  Waxahachie,  Ti-x.-i^^,  ini^l  wlm-,.  his- 
tory is  given  in  greater  detail,  elsewlicie;  aud  Judge  A. 
B.,  of  Athens,  Texas,  who  was  born  in  1S5S. 

Dr.  William  A.  Watkins  was  born  at  Nacogdoches, 
June  4,  1849.  Since  185.5  his  home  has  been  at  Kemp, 
and  he  grew  up  on  a  farm,  received  probably  more  than 
ordinary  educational  .idvantages,  and  graduated  from  the 
old  Trinity  University  at  Tehuacana  in  1870.  Choosing 
medicine  as  his  profession,  he  graduated  from  Tulane 
University  in  1^7?,,  and  his  first  years  of  practice  were 
spent  at  Prairicville.  In  tlio  course  of  forty  years  many 
changes  have  liocn  introduced  into  the  science  of  medi- 
cine and  its  practice,  and  T)r.  Watkins  has  been  one  of 
the  progressive  men  who  has  endeavored  to  keep  pace 
with  all  improvements.  He  has  taken  several  post- 
graduate courses  in  the  New  Orleans  Polyclinic,  and  has 
fraternized  with  the  various  medical  associations.  He 
belongs  to  the  County  and  State  Medical  Societies,  the 
Dallas  District  Clinic,  and  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. 

While  his  zeal  and  efforts  have  been  chiefly  bestowed 
upon  his  profession,  Dr.  Watkins  has  likewise  also  been 
prominent  in  democratic  politics  in  Texas.  He  served 
as  chairman  of  the  county  executive  committee  twice, 
attended  many  state  party  conventions,  and  was  a  dele- 
gate to  the  famous  Hogg-Clark  convention,  to  which  he 
went  as  a  supporter  of  Mr.  Clark,  but  returned  a  cham- 
pion of  Governor  Hogg.  In  local  affairs  he  did  a  helpful 
part  in  assisting  to  locate  the  public  school  at  Kemp, 
and  for  twenty  years  served  the  cause  of  public  educa- 
tion as  a  member  of  the  local  school  board.  His  chil- 
dren have  all  profited  by  splendid  opportunities  for  edu- 
cation, the  older  ones  in  Trinity  University,  his  own  alma 
mater,  and  the  youngest  is  now  a  student  in  the  Denton 
Industrial  Normal. 

On  October  27,  1876,  Dr.  Watkins  was  married  in 
Kemp  to  Miss  Jane  Noble,  a  daughter  of  George  W. 
Noble,  who  came  to  Kaufman  county  from  Mississippi 
in  18.52,  with  his  father.  Levi  Nolile.'  George  W.  Noble 
married  Marv  Lacv,  and  their  onlv  child  is  Mrs.  Wat- 
kins. The  children' of  Dr.  and  Mrs.'  Watkins  are:  Gene- 
vieve, wife  of  It.  E.  Tfeierson  of  Kemp,  they  having  one 
son,  Roval  Watkins  Tieierson ;  Cliaille  C.  a  railroad  man, 
who  married  Miss  Alma  Baker,  nf  Ada,  Oklahoma,  and 
their  one  daughter  is  Eugenia:  Miss  Mary  P..  a  kinder- 
garten teacher  of  the  El  Paso  City  Schools;  Miss  Bessie, 
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and  is  a  member  of  the  Kaufman  Chapter  of  Eoyal  Arch 
Masonry.  His  other  affiliations  are  the  Knights  of 
Pythias'  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  Dr.  Watkins 
is  a  man  of  large  and  vigorous  physique,  an  active  mind, 
and  has  employed  his  resources  and  abilities  in  many 
ways  to  benefit  his  community.  He  owns  and  operates 
through  tenants  considerable  farm  property,  and  has 
city  real  estate  in  Kemp  besides  his  own  home. 

Hon.  OLE  EDwm  Olandek,  D.  D.     President   of  the 
Texas    Wesleyan    College    of    Austin,    Hon.    Ole    Edwin 
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Olander    has    from    early    manhood 

identified    with   the   ministry    of   the       , ,, 

church.     He  began  his  career  in  the  mini  r,l 

of  twenty-three,  immediately  after  his  ..r.i  ,;- 

ing  his  first  , -all  to  service,  and  has  fillcl  ,  ,,  ,  ,  :,  ,j,- 
iniiiitiiirTii^  ~i]i,r  that  time,  each  succeeding  rli.-iruc  liring- 
iii-  "l'l"l  'I'l'"-  ■ml  ivsponsibilities  until  he  reached  his 

I"'"'"'   !"'-■' I f  >.'rvice  that  brings  his  influence  as  a 

Clin-^tiiiii  ,(lnr,ii,)r  to  humlreds  of  young  men  and  women 
preparing   for   useful   careers. 

Dr.    Olander   was   born   in   Norway   on   December    31, 
58,  a  son   of  Andrew  01a%-son,   a 'Methodist  minister, 
fter  the  family 
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its  iiistifiitioiis  several  .■ii1I(.m,;.«  tliroughout  the  country 
have  since  rewarded  him  with  honorary  diplomas  and 
with  the  title  of  D.  D. 

Dr.  Olander  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  at  tlie  age 
of  twenty-three,  and  his  first  call  was  to  the  church  at 
Escanaba,  Michigan,  and  his  second  was  at  Trade  Lake, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  served  a  pastorate  of  two  years. 
Then  going  out  to  Seattle,  Washington,  he  was  "made 
presiding  elder  of  the  district,  in  spite  of  his  youth,  a 
post  he  continued  to  hold  for  six  years,  discharging  its 
duties  in  a  manner  that  won  him  high  praise  from  the 
oflScials  of  the  church.  For  twelve  years  Dr.  Olander 
was  pastor  of  the  Central  Swedish  M'ethodist  church  of 
Austin.  Texas,  and  for  the  past  twelve  years  has  been 
district  superintendent  of  the  Austin  district  of  the 
Southern  Swedish  Methodist  Conference.  During  the  first 
six  years  of  his  term  he  was  both  pastor  and  district  su- 
perintendent. These  duties  have  since  been  increased 
by  the  additon  of  his  work  as  president  of  the  Texas 
Wesleyan   College,   of   whirdi   he   mic   the    fr,,,,!,],.,-. 

The  history  of  the  Tex:is  W,-!,.  .,,  i  M,.^e  is,  in 
brief,  as  follows:    On  August  !l,   r.i    7.    ,   ■  :  j  ^vas  held 
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Swedi'sh  Conference  of  the  :\Iethn 

The  deliberations  at  that  meeting  took  form  in  resolu- 
tions to  found  an  academy  or  college  in  Texas.  Trustees 
were  elected  and  various  committees  appointed,  and  it 
was  decided  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  Swedish  people 
of  the  state.  The  appeal  to  the  people  was  not  made 
in  vain.  There  was  an  immediate  and  hearty  response. 
Not  only  did  the  Swedish  people  of  the  state  show  a 
healthy  interest  in  the  pro.iect,  but  many  others,  and 
especially  the  citizens  of  Austin,  looked  with  favor  on 
the  plan.  Austin  was  wisely  selected  as  the  most  suitable 
|daee  for  the  location  of  the  institution,  .-ind  Tir.  (il;neli>r 
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its  twenty-one  acre  campus  presents  an  attractive  appear- 
arice.  The  campus  itself  is  a  natural  park,  covered  with 
groves  of  ancient  oaks  and  pecans,  is  situated  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  main  business  section  of  the 
city,  and  less  than  a  mile  from  the  eapitol  building, 
while  it  is  only  four  blocks  from  the  campus  of  the 
University  of  Texas. 

To  Dr.  Olander  is  due  much  of  the  credit  for  the  or- 
ganization aud  present  existence  of  this  ideal  denomina- 
tional school.  The  plan  had  its  conception  in  his  mind, 
and  his  hand  guided  the  affairs  of  the  institution  from 
conception  into  materialization,  and  the  position  of  presi- 
dent, which  he  has  held  from  the  beginning,  is  one  for 
which  he  is  especially  well  fitted  by  nature  and  training. 
His  life  has  been  one  of  the  highest  devotion  to  duty, 
and  his  influence  has  been  the  inspiration  of  many  a 
young  Scandinavian  who  has  set  out  to  reach  a  high 
mark  in  life,  taking  the  work  and  precepts  of  Dr.  Olander 
as  his  guide  and  ambition.  Dr.  Olander 's  work  as  a 
Christian  teacher  and  minister  has  brought  him  a  host 
of  friends,  and  no  better  evidence  of  this  could  be  cited 
than  his  election  to  the  Thirty-third  Legislative  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  in  1913,  in  which  oflSce  he  is  now  serv- 
ing, and  through  him  the  best  interests  of  his  district 
and  the  state  are  being  well  considered. 

Heeman  Eowe.  The  ordinary,  everyday  man  iii  the 
business  avocation  which  brings  him  his  means  of  liveli- 
hood is  fairly  representative  of  the  nation  's  citizenship. 
In  the  professions,  and  especially  in  the  law,  the  oppor- 
tunities for  public  usefulness  and  personal  advancement 
depend  almost  entirely  upon  the  individual,  natural  en- 
dowment being  as  essential  as  is  thorough  preparation. 
The  bar  of  Waco,  a  representative  body  of  the  state,  has 
its  full  quota  of  able  men. 

Mr.  Eowe  is  a  native  son  of  Texas  and  of  McLennan 
county,  where  he  was  born,  June  20,  1888.  His  father, 
John  "f.  Eowe,  was  born  at  Camphill,  Tallapoosa  county, 
Alabama,  June  2-1,  1861,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has 
been  prominent  in  business  circles  of  Waco,  where  he  is 
at  the  head  of  an  extensive  brokerage  enterprise.  His 
mother,  Addie  L.  (Eice)  Eowe,  is  a  native  of  McLen- 
nan county.  A  complete  review  of  the  parents'  lives 
appears  on  another  page  of  this  work.  They  had  two 
children:    Herman  and  John  F.,  Jr. 

The  early  education  of  Herman  Eowe  was  secured  in 
the  pul.ili^-  'srli.Hils,  following  which  he  became  a  student 
in  Baylni  riii\ci.ity,  ;m  institution  which  he  attended 
until  lie  w,is  siMiiii  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  en- 
tered Trinity  I'liiMisity,  where  he  spent  two  years,  and 
then,  having  decided  upon  a  legal  career,  he  entered  the 
law  department  of  the  Cumberland  University,  and  was 
graduated  therefrom  with  the  class  of  1913,  receiving 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Almost  immediately 
he  began  practice  in  Waco,  and  this  city  has  continued 
to  be  the  scene  of  his  labors.  He  holds  membership  in 
various  organizations  of  his  calling. 

Mr.  Eowe  was  married  at  Waco,  September  23,  1908, 
to  Miss  Xonie  Jones,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
Jones.  The  father,  who  served  as  county  clerk  of  Mc- 
Lennan county  for  several  years,  died  in  1901,  at  Waco. 
One  child  has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eowe:  Mabel 
E.,  born  October  8,  1909.  Mr.  Eowe  is  a  devotee  of 
hunting  and  fishing,  but  rarely  finds  time  from  the  duties 
of  his  calling  to  indulge  in  his  favorite  sports.  He  is 
devoted  to  his  home,  and  has  a  comfortable  residence  on 
Cameron  Park  Terrace.  He  and  Mrs.  Eowe  are  consist- 
ent members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Waco, 
where  they  have  numerous  friends,  as  they  have  also  in 
social  circles  of  the  city. 

EOLLEN  J.  Windrow.  The  present  county  engineer 
for  McLennan  county  is  an  expert  in  his  line,  was  at  one 
time  instructor  in  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  Col- 
lege at  Bryan,  and  has  had  a  varied  career  in  practical 
work   of  his  profession,   in   the   federal   service   and   on 


railroads  and  state  and  local  public  works.  Like  a  num- 
ber of  other  progressive  counties  in  Texas,  McLennan 
has  undertaken  a  campaign  for  a  large  number  of  public 
improvements,  including  improved  highways,  bridges,  a 
promotion  of  suitable  drainage  and  other  works  that  will 
enable  the  county  to  realize  to  the  best  advantage  its 
fine  resources,  and  the  county  was  fortunate  to  secure 
the  services  of  so  able  an  engineer  as  Mr.  Windrow 
to  give  his  technical  skill  and  experience  in  carrying 
out  the  many  improvements  which  are  now  being  planned. 

Eollen  J.  Windrow  represents  one  of  the  old  families 
in  southern  Texas,  his  great-grandparents  having  come 
from  Tennessee  to  Texas  when  children.  Mr.  Windrow 
himself  is  a  native  of  San  Saba,  Texas,  where  he  was 
born  in  June,  1SS5.  His  father,  Cleveland  C.  Windrow, 
was  born  at  Weimar  in  Colorado  county,  in  1852,  was  a 
contractor,  and  died  in  1909.  The  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  was  Mary  Crenshaw,  who  was  born  at  Weimar 
in  1854,  and  now  lives  with  her  son  Eollen  in  Waco.  The 
five  children  are  named  as  follows:  Beulah,  Burk,  Irene, 
Alice  and  Eollen.  Beulah  married  George  Houghton, 
a  merchant  at  Temple;  Burk,  who  died  at  Del  Eio  in 
1910,  was  a  contractor,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Pearl 
Love  left  one  child;  Irene  married  Marvin  Purdom,  a 
railroad  engineer  living  at  Van  Buren,  Arkansas,  and 
their  one  child  is  Eollen;  Alice  married  A.  G.  McGalvin, 
an  electrical  engineer  living  at  Dallas. 

Eollen  J.  Windrow,  who  is  unmarried  and  whose  home 
is  at  918  North  Twelfth  street,  in  Waco,  while  a  boy 
displayed  marked  inclination  for  the  mechanical  and 
technical  lines  which  have  finally  brought  him  into  his 
present  possessions.  His  higher  education  was  acquired 
at  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  at  Bryan, 
where  he  specialized  in  civil  engineering,  and  in  1906 
engaged  in  practical  work.  In  1912  the  college  at  Bryan 
granted  him  the  degree  of  Civil  Engineer,  his  previous 
work  having  won  him  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in 
1906.  From  1906  to  1907  Mr.  Windrow  was  employed 
by  the  general  government  on  river  improvements  in  the 
vicinity  of  Vicksburg,  in  Mississippi;  he  was  with  the 
Santa  "Fe  Eailroad  from  1907  to  1908;  then  with  the 
Texas  Central  Eailroad  from  1908  to  1909,  and  again 
with  the  Santa  Fe  from  1909  to  1911.  In  the  latter  year 
Mr.  Windrow  returned  to  his  Alma  Mater  as  instructor 
in  civil  engineering,  and  remained  a  member  of  the  fac- 
ulty of  the  college  until  1913.  In  the  latter  year  came 
his  appointment  as  county  engineer  for  McLennan  county, 
and  since  then  his  home  has  been  in  Waco. 

Mr.  Windrow  affiliates  with  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks  and  is  a  Eoyal  Arch  Mason. 
His  church  home  is  the  Methodist,  and  his  political  af- 
filiation is  with  the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  Windrow  is 
an  associate  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil 
Engineers.  As  an  enterprising  Waco  citizen  he  has  a 
membership  in  the  Young  Men's  Business  League.  Out- 
side of  his  profession,  which  is  both  his  business  and  his 
hobby,  Mr.  Windrow  finds  occasional  recreation  and  re- 
laxation in  a  fishing  trip  and  is  a  lover  of  outdoor  life 
of    all    kinds. 

NOTLT  O.  W'ORTHAM.  Among  the  county  officials  nf 
McLennan  county,  none  has  performed  his  duties  with 
greater  fidelity  and  eflSeieucy,  competence  and  economy 
than  Notly  O.  Wortham,  whose  administration  of  the 
county  treasurer's  office  covers  five  years.  Mr.  Wortham 
has  lived  in  McLennan  county  for  nearly  half  a  century, 
was  at  one  time  a  cattle  herder,  as  a  result  of  industry 
and  sticking  to  his  job  acquired  a  good  farm,  was  in 
business  at  Waco  many  years,  and  his  record  in  every 
capacity  has  been  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  the  confidence 
displayed  by  his  fellow  citizens  in  electing  him  to  his 
present  office. 

Notlv  O.  Wortham  was  born  in  Graves  county,  Ken- 
tuckv,  March  8,  1848,  a  son  of  David  D.  and  Amelia  P. 
(Keilv)  Wortham.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia "in  1804,  and  came  to  Texas  in  1862,  was  a  farmer 
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by  occupation  and  died  in  1872.  The  mother  was  born 
in  Tennessee  about  1S20  and  died  in  18S2.  Their  twelve 
children  are  named  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  deceased; 
Minerva,  deceased;  Charity;  Susan;  Patrick  K.,  de- 
ceased; John,  deceased;  Emily,  deceased;  Notly  O.; 
Eliza,  deceased;   Addie;   May;   Warren,  deceased. 

Mr.  Wortham  was  about  fourteen  years  old  when  the 
family  moved  to  Texas,  and  his  education  was  largely 
acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  state  of 
Kentucky.  His  first  employment  away  from  the  home 
farm  was  as  a  cattle  herder  for  one  year,  followed^  by  a 
situation  as  ranch  manager  or  foreman  for  a  similar' time, 
and  he  then  invested  his  modest  capital  in  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  McLennan  county.  This  land  was  cul- 
tivated under  his  management  in  cotton  and  corn  for 
five  years,  and  he  then  sold  out  and  moved  to  the  city 
of  Waco.  For  twenty  years  Mr.  Wortham  was  asso- 
ciated with  W.  K.  Pink  in  the  general  merchandise  busi- 
ness, and  in  that  time  became  one  of  the  most  popular 
citizens  of  McLennan  county.  In  1908,  during  his  first 
election  to  the  office  of  county  treasurer,  and  by  the 
votes  of  the  people  his  administration  has  been  con- 
tinued down  to  the  present  time. 

At  Waco,  on  September  15,  1891,  Mr.  Wortham  mar- 
ried Miss  Hannah  Hopkins,  of  that  city.  Their  three 
children  are  Euth,  Notly  H.,  and  Clarence  K.  Mr. 
Wortham  has  long  given  active  support  to  the  dominant 
political  party  in  Texas,  and  outside  of  his  public  and 
political  work  and  his  business,  his  chief  interest  is  cen- 
tered in  the  Christian  church,  of  which  he  is  an  elder. 
His  home,  which  he  owns,  is  a  comfortable  residence  at 
the  corner  of  Fifteenth  and  Henry  streets. 

Bacon  Saunders,  M.  D.  The  limits  assigned  to  this 
brief  review  of  one  of  the  most  eminent  surgeons  ol 
Texas  and  the  southwest  make  it  necessary  that  the 
biographer  confine  himself  to  tracing  the  origin  and 
progress  of  a  rare  professional  career;  to  present  briefly 
the  life  of  a  prominent  citizen  as  it  has  been  seen  by  the 
mass  of  unprofessional  people  among  whom  it  has  been 
spent;  to  note  the  high  professional  honors  which  it  has 
received;  to  give  but  the  outline  of  a  life  that  can  only 
be  justly  and  adequately  considered  by  the  professional 
writer  and  appreciated  by  the  reader  who  has  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  subjects  which  have  engaged  his 
activities,  and  can  follow  the  line  of  original  investiga- 
tion which  it  has  been  his  fortune  to  make  in  some  im- 
portant lines  of  surgery. 

It  can  be  stated  without  the  possibility  of  gainsaying 
that  Bacon  Saunders  is  today  one  of  the  surgeons  of 
first  rank  in  the  United  States.  Twenty  years  ago  when 
he  first  located  at  Fort  Worth  he  had  a  reputation  for 
skill  and  ability  of  more  than  local  measure,  and  his 
services  have  since  then  been  brought  into  a  constantly 
enlarging  field  so  that  for  a  number  of  years  he  has 
had  scarcely  a  peer  in  the  entire  southwest.  One  of  the 
most  coveted  honors  of  the  profession  was  given  him  re- 
cently at  the  institution  of  the  American  College  of  Sur- 
geons, when  Dr.  Saunders  was  made  a  Fellow  of  the  Col- 
lege. This  organization,  patterned  after  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons  in  England,  is  designed  to  afford  some 
method  of  clear  distinction  for  those  members  of  the 
medical  profession  who  are  specially  equipped  for  sur- 
gical work,  and  membership  in  the  American  College  of 
Surgeons  is  an  index  of  high  proficiency  in  surgery  even 
more  than  membership  in  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation indicates  standing  and  ability  in  the  general 
field  of  medicine.  A  son  of  a  pioneer  Texas  physician, 
whose  career  received  some  special  attention  in  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph;  Bacon  Saunders  was  born  at  Bowling 
Green,  Kentucky,  January  5,  1855.  When  he  was  two 
years  old  the  family  came  to  Texas,  settling  first  at  Dal- 
las, where  they  lived  until  1869,  and  then  moving  to 
Bonham  in  Fannin  county.  His  education  vpas  begun  in 
private  school  at  Dallas,  and  when  the  family  moved  to 
Bonham  he  entered  Carlton  College,  a  noted  institution 


of  its  day,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1873,  receiving  hia 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  when  only  eighteen  years  old. 
The  following  two  years  were  spent  in  teaching  at  Bon- 
ham, and  at  the  same  time  he  was  a  diligent  student  of 
medicine  in  his  father's  office.  He  then  entered  the  Med- 
ical Department  of  the  University  of  Louisville,  where 
he  was  graduated  M.  D.  March  1,  1877,  the  honor  man 
of  a  class  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  members.  Eeturn- 
ing  to  Bonham,  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  calling,  and  did  a  successful  professional  business 
there  until  January,  1893.  He  was  the  partner  of  his 
father  at  Bonham,  and  it  was  the  surgical  branch  of 
the  firm's  practice  to  which  he  gave  special  attention. 
His  removal  from  Bonham  to  Fort  Worth  was  due  to  the 
many  calls  upon  his  ability  as  a  surgeon,  and  the  superior 
railroad  facilities  at  Fort  Worth  enabled  him  to  attend 
distant  cases  with  greater  convenience.  For  several  years 
Dr.  Saunders  was  a  partner  of  the  late  W.  A.  Adams,  and 
later  with  F.  D.  Thompson,  and  while  with  them  paid 
some  attention  to  general  medical  practice.  During  the 
past  fifteen  years,  however.  Dr.  Saunders  has  confined 
himself  to  the  practice  of  surgery,  and  his  achievements 
have  been  such  as  to  place  him  at  the  head  of  his  pro- 
fession in  the  state. 

Dr.  Saunders  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  medical 
department  of  Fort  Worth  University,  and  is  now  presi- 
dent of  the  faculty  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Texas  Christian  University,  and  professor  of  surgery  and 
clinical  surgery  in  that  institution.  He  has  considered 
his  position  as  a  teacher  of  young  men  in  preparation 
for  the  responsible  duties  of  medical  life,  a  duty  higher 
than  any  private  interest,  and  has  frequently  sub- 
ordinated personal  welfare  to  his  sense  of  public  obliga- 
tion. However,  he  has  received  the  emoluments  as  well 
as  the  honors  of  the  profession  since  his  skill  has  brought 
to  him  some  of  the  most  remunerative  practice  in  north 
Texas.  Dr.  Saunders  is  chief  surgeon  of  the  Fort  Worth 
&-  Denver  Eailway,  of  the  Trinity  i-  Brazos  Valley  Rail- 
way, the  Wichita  Valley  Eailway,  and  local  surgeon  for 
tlie  Texas  and  Pacific,  the  International  and  Great 
Xorthern,  the  St.  Louis  &  Southwestern,  and  the  Gulf, 
Colorado  and  Santa  Fe.  He  is  consulting  medical  di- 
rector of  the  Fort  Worth  Life  Insurance  Company.  Dr. 
Saunders  is  essentially  a  professional  man  and  has  no 
political  aspirations.  He  is  a  director  in  the  American 
National  Bank  of  Fort  Worth,  president  and  director  of 
the  Commonwealth  Bonding  and  Casualty  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Fort  Worth,  a  director  in  the  International  Fire 
Insurance  Company  of  Fort  Worth.  He  has  never  been 
indifferent  to  the  duties  of  citizenship,  and  at  all  times 
has  taken  an  interest  in  matters  that  affect  his  home  city 
or  its  people.  Dr.  Saunders  was  one  of  the  founders 
and  an  ex-president  of  the  North  Texas  Medical  Associ- 
ation; is  an  ex-president  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  So- 
ciety; is  a  former  official  of  the  International  Eailway 
Surgeons '  Association,  and  is  a  past  vice  president  of 
the  Southern  Surgical  and  Gynecological  Society,  a  body 
whose  membership  is  restricted  to  those  who  have  at- 
tained acknowledged  skill  in  surgery.  The  greater  part 
of  his  local  hospital  work  has  been  done  as  surgeon  in 
charge  of  St.  Joseph's  Infirmary  in  Fort  Worth.  Dr. 
Saunders  among  his  professional  associates  has  always 
been  noted  for  his  enormous  energy  and  vitality,  and 
those  constitutional  resources  have  stood  him  in  good 
stead  in  the  long  and  arduous  practice  to  which  he  has 
devoted  himself  for  more  than  twenty  years. 

On  October  31,  1877,  Dr.  Saunders  was  married  to 
Miss  Ida  Caldwell,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Eev.  Tillman  A.  Caldwell,  who  located  with  his 
family  at  Bonham,  Texas.  Mrs.  Saunders  was  one  of  the 
women  members  of  the  Texas  World  's  Fair  Commission  in 
1904.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Eoy  F.,  who 
has  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  and  is  a  rising 
young  physician  and  surgeon  of  Fort  Worth;  and  Linda 
Eay,  who  married  Mr.  Charles  D.  Eeimers,  president  of 
Exiine-Eeimers  Company  of  Fort  Worth. 
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Paul  DeWitt  Page.  A  member  of  the  Bastrop  county 
bar  since  1S96,  Judge  Page  has  gained  prominence  both 
as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  business  man,  being  president  of 
the  Citizens  State  Bank  of  Bastrop.  His  fellow  citizens 
have  further  shown  their  confidence  in  his  ability  and 
integrity  in  choosing  him  again  and  again  for  positions 
of  honor  and  trust. 

Paul  DeWitt  Page  was  born  at  Evergreen,  Conecuh 
county,  Alabama,  in  1868,  a  son  of  Patrick  Donovan  and 
Anna  DeWitt  (Mitchell)  Page.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Alabama,  was  educated  in  that  state  for  the  profession 
of  law,  was  married  there,  and  in  1872  moved  to  Texas, 
settling  in  Bryan,  Braios  county,  where  he  successfully 
practiced  law  until  his  death  in  1880.  The  mother  died 
at  Bryan  in  1885. 

Judge  Page  was  four  years  old  when  he  came  to 
Texas,  received  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of 
Bryan,  was  a  student  at  the  University  of  Texas,  and 
read  law  in  the  office  of  Orgain  &  Garwood  in  Bastrop, 
where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  December,  1896. 
He  at  once  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  part- 
nership with  E.  F.  Higgins,  who  is  now  associate  justice 
of  the  8th  court  of  civil  appeals  at  El  Paso.  This  firm 
was  Page  &  Higgins,  a  partnership  which  continued 
with  mutual  satisfaction  until  1899,  when  Judge  Hig- 
gins removed  to  Houston.  In  1898  Mr.  Page  was  elected 
county  attorney  of  Bastrop  county,  and  consented  to 
continued  service  in  that  position  for  three  successive 
terms  or  six  years,  until  1904.  In  that  year  he  was 
elected  county  judge  of  Bastrop  county,  and  looked 
after  the  fiscal  administration  of  the  county  for  two 
terms  until  1908.  In  1900  Judge  Page  joined  in  part- 
nership with  J.  H.  Miley  under  the  firm  name  of  Page 
&  Miley,  and  they  were  partners  in  a  large  practice  until 
1909.  Thereafter  Judge  Page  was  alone  until  April, 
1913,  when  he  and  James  S.  Jones  made  the  firm  of 
Page  &  Jones. 

Judge  Page  in  a  quiet  way  has  had  a  very  prominent 
part  in  politics  and  civic  affairs,  it  being  a  character- 
istic of  his  to  perform  much  public  service  but  in  such 
inconspicuous  manner  that  he  attracts  less  attention 
than  many  men  of  less  ability.  In  1908  he  served  as  a 
delegate  from  the  Ninth  congressional  district  of  Texas 
to  the  Democratic  national  convention  at  Denver;  was 
a  member  of  the  Texas  state  Democratic  executive  com- 
mittee in  1910,  serving  until  191i ;  and  since  1909  has 
been  chairman  of  the  Bastrop  county  Democratic  execu- 
tive committee.  At  this  writing,  in  1914,  he  is  a  can- 
didate for  state  senator  from  the  Nineteenth  senatorial 
district.  Judge  Page  has  been  president  of  the  Citizens 
State  Bank  of  Bastrop  since  its  organization  in  1909, 
and  is  also  president  of  the  Bastrop  Abstract  Company. 
Fraternally  he  has  aflnliations  with  Gamble  Lodge  No. 
244,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Bastrop  fhiiptcr,  K.  A.  M. ;  Smith- 
ville  Commandery,  K.  T. ;  El  :\lni,i  Tmipl,..  Onloi  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine;  the  WoodnuMi  nf  ilir  WdiM  ,iiii|  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  In  July,  l^'.l'.),  „r,uric.i  Ins  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Blanche  Garwood,  daughter  of  Major  C. 
B.  Garwood,  of  Bastrop,  and  sister  of  H.  M.  Garwood, 
of  Houston.  Mrs.  Page  died  in  April,  1911,  leaving  two 
children:  Paul  D.  Page,  Jr.,  and  Wilmer  Garwood 
Page.  On  April  16,  1913,  Judge  Page  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Higgins,  daughter  of  W'.  T.  Higgins,  of  Bas- 
trop, and  a  sister  of  his  former  law  partner.  Judge  E.  F. 
Higgins. 

Walter  W.  Jenkins.  Descended  from  old  and  hon- 
ored families  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  William 
W.  Jenkins,  county  auditor  of  Williamson  county,  Texas, 
has  displayed  in  his  character  and  his  public  service 
many  of  the  traits  which  made  the  Jenkins  family 
prominent  in  the  various  avenues  of  life  in  which  their 
activities  were  maintained.  Mr.  Jenkins  was  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  identified  with  educational  work,  in  which 
he  disjilayed  a  high  order  of  ability  that  commended  him 


to  the  people  as  one  fitted  for  public  service.  He  has 
never  betrayed  the  trust  placed  in  him  by  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  is  today  accounted  one  of  the  popular  and 
efficient  public  servants  of  his  part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Jenkins  is  a  native  son  of  Williamson  county,  his 
parents  being  Byron  and  Eashel  (Jolly)  Jenkins.  His 
father  was  born  March  10,  1838,  in  Lincoln  county.  North 
Carolina,  and  is  a  son  of  Ben  and  Fannie  (Ehodes)  Jen- 
kins, whose  family  settled  in  Virginia  at  an  early  period 
and  subsequently  moved  to  North  Carolina.  Byron  Jen- 
kins came  to  Texas  with  his  mother,  his  father  having 
passed  away  before,  in  1849.  His  maternal  great-grand- 
father, Elisha  Ehodes,  had  come  from  North  Carolina  to 
Webberville,  Texas,  in  1844,  and  in  1849  returned  and 
brought  his  family,  including  Byron  and  his  two  younger 
brothers  and  his  mother  to  Texas,  settling  twelve  miles 
north  of  Austin.  Of  the  thirteen  who  came  at  that  time, 
Byron  Jenkins  is  the  only  one  now  surviving,  and  he  with 
his  wife  now  makes  his  home  on  the  farm  near  George- 
town. The  children  are:  Walter,  of  this  review;  Jennie, 
who  is  the  wife  of  L.  P.  Ehodes,  of  Marble  Falls,  Texas ; 
Ben,  who  is  a  farmer  near  Bartlett,  Texas ;  Albert,  a  farm- 
er near  Georgetown;  Julia,  who  is  the  wife  of  T.  U.  Sid- 
ings, of  Hughes  Springs,  Texas;  and  Nannie,  who  lives 
at  home  with  her  parents.  Byron  Jenkins  joined  the 
Texas  Eanger  service  under  Captain  Dalrymple,  and 
continued  in  the  service  on  the  frontier  from  six  months 
prior  to  the  Civil  war  until  after  its  close.  _Mrs.  Jen- 
kins is  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  G.  Jolly,  who 
settled  in  Texas  in  1850.  Her  mother  is  still  living  at 
the  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  near  Eound  Eock,  Texas, 
while  her  father  is  dead.  A  blacksmith  by  profession,  he 
served  throughout  the  Civil  war  in  the  Confederate  army, 
being  in  charge  of  an  engineering  corps,  and  in  after 
years  was  one  of  the  builders  of  the  first  Methodist  church 
in  Austin. 

Walter  W.  Jenkins,  after  completing  the  curriculum 
of  the  common  schools,  entered  the  Southwestern  Uni- 
versity. Subsequently  he  graduated  from  the  Texas 
State  Normal  School.  He  began  his  work  as  an  educator 
in  1891,  and  continued  to  teach  public  schools  until  1905, 
and  from  1898  until  1910  was  an  instructor  in  the  South- 
western University  Summer  Normal  School.  He  was 
elected  county  superintendent  of  public  instruction  in 
1905  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  1910,  when  he 
resigned  during  his  third  term  in  office  to  accept  the 
position  of  county  auditor  of  Williamson  county,  and 
from  November  of  that  year  until  the  present  has  ably 
discharged  the  duties  of  office.  A  man  of  the  highest 
character  he  has  fulfilled  every  expectation  of  the  peo- 
ple who  have  imposed  n|ii.ii  liim  tlie  trust  of  public  office. 
The  affairs  of  his  .l,'|i;u  tnunt  ;ire  being  managed  in  a 
thorough  and  busim-^lik,.  iii.nnier.  and  his  courteous 
manner  has  won  him  ti  irmis  iimoiig  all  classese  of  people. 

In  1901  Mr.  Jenkins  was  married  to  Miss  Blanche 
Mason,  daughter  of  Neal  Mason,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Texas,  who  came  here  from  North  Carolina  and  is  now 
deceased.  Mrs.  Jenkins'  mother  is  still  living.  One 
daughter,  Euth,  has  been  born  to  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Jenkins. 
Mr.  Jenkins  is  interested  in  fraternal  matters,  being  a 
Chapter  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.     He  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Professor  Henry  F.  Triplett.  One  of  the  foremost 
educators  in  Texas  is  the  present  city  superintendent  of 
schools  at  Beaumont,  Professor  Henry  F.  Triplett,  who 
has  been  continuously  identified  with  the  work  of  the 
school  room  and  the  supervision  of  schools  in  Texas  for 
the  past  twenty-one  years.  He  is  doing  much  to  give  vital- 
ity and  increased  efficiency  to  the  school  system  of  Beau- 
mont, and  is  an  important  contributor  to  the  modern 
progress  of  education  in  his  part  of  the  state.  Prac- 
tically all  of  his  active  career  has  been  spent  in  educa- 
tional work  and  in  affairs  of  scholarship.  Henry  F. 
Triplett  was  born  in  Loudon  county,  Virginia,  in  1854,  a 
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son  of  Thomas  Mason  and  Viauua  (Silcott)  Triplett. 
Both  parents  were  members  of  old-time  families  of  Vir- 
ginia. His  father  served  throughout  the  war  in  the 
Confederate  army,  was  by  profession  a  musical  director, 
but  his  practical  work  was  in  the  field  of  stock  raising 
and  farming.  In  1870  the  father  brought  his  family  to 
Missouri,  locating  near  Sedalia,  in  Pettis  county. 

Henry  F.  Triplett,  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age, 
lived  in  Loudon  county,  Virginia,  and  accompanied  the 
family  on  its  removal  to  Missouri.  There  he  grew  to 
manhood  on  a  farm,  and  in  1S80  was  graduated  witl)  tlio 
degree  of  B.  Pd.,  from  the  state  normal  college  at  War- 
rensburg,  and  has  been  almost  contiiuiously  ideiitiiied 
with  educational  activities  since  then.  Throughout  his 
career  he  has  been  speeiali2ing  so  far  as  possible  in 
science,  and  he  studied  in  the  Missouri  School  of  Mines 
and  Metallurgy  at  Eolla,  and  in  the  Illinois  Medical 
College  at  Chicago,  specializing  in  bacteriology  and 
chemistry.  His  home  has  been  in  Texas  since  1893,  and 
during  his  residence  in  this  state  he  pursued  his  studies 
in  the  Fort  Worth  University,  where  he  received  the  de- 
gree of  B.  S.  in  1900,  and  the  degree  of  M.  S.  in  1903. 
Before  coming  to  Texas,  he  had  been  superintendent  of 
the  city  schools  at  Sweet  Springs,  Missouri,  for  seven 
years,  and  for  three  years  at  Harrisonville,  Missouri.  In 
1893  he  became  superintendent  of  schools  at  Ennis,  Texas, 
a  position  he  held  for  ten  years,  and  since  that  time  has 
been  superintendent  of  schools  at  Beaumont.  He  is  an 
ex-member  of  the  State  Board  of  Normal  Examiners  and 
of  the  State  Board  of  Examiners,  and  was  an  instructor  in 
the  Texas  University  Summer  School  several  sessions.  As 
superintendent  of  schools  Professor  H.  F.  Triplett  has 
done  a  large  and  distinctive  work.  He  has  kept  up  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  school  system  to  its  very  highest  mark, 
and  has  made  the  schools  the  co-ordinate  factor  in  the  in- 
stitutional life  of  the  city.  During  this  decade  the  local 
school  system  has  improved  in  every  way  to  a  greater 
degree  than  could  be  claimed  by  any  previous  decade. 
There  has  been  a  notable  increase  in  the  school  popula- 
tion and  in  the  school  facilities.  There  are  now  seven 
school  buildings  for  white  pupils  and  four  for  colored 
children.  The  four  latest  buildings,  completed  in  1910, 
are  the  Pennsylvania  Avenue  School,  the  George  O'Brien 
Millard  School,  the  Averill  School,  and  the  Fletcher 
School,  all  of  the  most  modern  construction,  and  among 
the  best  of  their  kind  anywhere.  The  school  attendance 
for  the  year  1913-14  was  4,450. 

Professor  Triplett  has  membership  in  the  Texas  State, 
the  Southern,  and  the  National  Educational  Association. 
He  is  a  former  president  of  the  State  Association,  and 
has  been  a  member  of  its  executive  committee  since  1904. 
He  is  the  author  of  several  books,  among  them  being 
"Civics:  Texas  and  Federal,"  the  adopted  text  on  civics 
for  the  schools  of  Texas,   1914-1920. 

Eeligiously  he  belongs  to  the  Methodist  church,  and  is 
prominent  in  Masonry,  having  taken  the  Knights  Tem- 
plar degrees  in  the  York  Eite,  thirty-second  degree  of 
the  Scottish  Eite,  and  is  affiliated  with  Galveston  Con- 
sistory, and  with  El  Mina  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine 
in  Galveston. 

Mrs.  Triplett  before  her  marriage  was  Miss  Amanda 
Wheeler,  who  was  born  in  Loudon  county,  Virginia. 
Her  family  came  to  :\nssniiri  at  the  same  time  with  the 
Tripletts  in  1870.  The  four  children  in  the  family  of 
Professor  and  Mrs.  Trijilett  are:  Mrs.  Lena  Milam, 
Mrs.  Olive  Brock,  Mrs.  Juanita  Alexander,  and  Mason 
Triplett.  Mason  Triplett,  the  only  son,  is  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  at  Beaumont. 


Temple  Doswell  Smith.  The  standard  of  every  com- 
munity is  measured  by  the  character  of  its  financial  insti- 
tutions, for  unless  they  are  stable,  the  credit  of  the  munic- 
ipality and  its  people  is  impeached.  The  Bank  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, Texas,  is  an  institution  which  grew  out  of  the 
needs  of  its  locality,  and  was  organized  by  a  man  of  ex- 
ceptional standing,  whose  interests  have  been  centered  in 


it,  and  whose  honor  and  personal  fortune  are  bound  up 
in  Its  life.  Under  such  desirable  conditions,  a  bank  is 
bound  to  maintain  a  high  standard,  and  make  money 
for  its  stockholders,  and  at  the  same  time  to  safeguard 
the  interests  of  its  depositors.  For  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  Temple  D.  Smith  has  been  one  of  the  lead- 
ing financiers  of  Gillespie  county,  Texas,  and  has  lieen 
president  of  the  Bank  of  Fredericksburg  since  he  organ- 
ized that  institution  in  18S7.  He  is  a  native  of  Hanover 
'oiinty,  ^"iiyiiiia,  wlinc  his  liirth  occurred  August  L'li, 
l^lii.  nnl  IS  ,1  s,,,i  ,ii  ,1.  Siicllson  and  Paulina  Thilman 
(li(i^Mrll)  Siiiitli.  'I'll,'  iniiiicr  was  a  son  of  Snellson 
Siiiitli,  ttliij  married  M:nfli:i  liickerton  Lewis,  a  member 
of  the  eminent  Lewis  family  in  Virginia.  The  Smith 
family  is  of  English  ancestry.  Mr.  Smith's  father  was 
a  planter  in  Hanover  county,  Virginia,  prior  to  the  out- 
break of  the  struggle  between  the  Xorth  and  the  South. 
In  1860  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Marion  county, 
Indiana,  establishing  a  home  near  Indianapolis.  Hia 
wife  was  a  member  of  a  prominent  Virginia  family. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Paul  T.  Doswell,  a  son  of  James 
Doswell,  wlin  «:is  II  ( :iptain  of  infantry  during  the  Eevo- 
lutionaiy  wav  aiwl  who  married  Jane  Thilman.  Paul 
T.  Doswell  iriarned  Fannie  Gwathmey,  of  Welsh  ances- 
try, and  Major  Tom  Doswell,  his  brother,  was  also  a 
prominent  member  of  this  family. 

Temple  D.  Smith  was  fourteen  years  of  age  when  the 
family  moved  to  Marion  county,  Indiana.  Later  he  ac- 
cepted a  business  position  in  Indianapolis.  The  early 
part  of  his  education  was  secured  mostly  in  the  public 
schools,  then  under  the  tutelage  of  his  father,  who  was 
educated  at  Eandolph-Macon  College  and  the  University 
of  Virginia,  he  continued  his  studies.  In  the  Indiana 
capital,  Mr.  Smith  received  his  introduction  to  the  mer- 
cantile business,  and  for  some  years  was  connected  with 
a  wholesale  iron  nnd  steo]  concern,  filling  positions  in 
both  the  olti.r  :iiiil  uii  tin-  nr.ul  and  becoming  thoroughly 
familiar  with  cieiy  .lrt:iil  nt  the  trade;  later  he  was  as- 
sociated with  tlie  niir,.  noted  heavy  hardware  firm. 
Fowler  &  Sous,  of  Buffalo,  X.  Y. 

In  1884  he  made  his  advent  in  Texas,  going  into  the 
banking  and  mercantile  business  in  Jones  county,  in  the 
western  part  of  the  state.  He  came  to  Fredericksburg, 
Texas,  in  1SS7,  and  here  established  the  Bank  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, of  which  lie  has  remained  the  president 
and  principal  owner  to  the  present  time.  This  is  a  pri- 
vate institution,  and  enjoys  a  place  of  the  highest  stand- 
ing, not  only  at  home  but  in  the  financial  centers  of 
the  East.  Mr.  Smith  is  also  president  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Carthage,  Texas,  and  of  the  Cotton  Belt 
State  Bank,  of  Timpson,  Texas,  which  institutions  he 
organized  in  1894  and  1807  respectively.  He  has  di- 
rected the  policies  of  the  three  banks  in  a  safe  and  con- 
servative manner,  tlioroughlv  gaining  and  holding  the 
full  .•.iiifidfiire  of  the  publi'.'.  A  fact  worthy  of  most 
nv.lii:il.l.-     iii.ntiMii     I,,     rniiii,M-tion     with    Mr.     Smitht 's 

r: I'  IIS  11   liiiiikn.   IS  iliiii   nil  three  of  his  banks,  during 

the  liii.iiiciiil  piiijir  of  11HI7,  jilaced  no  limit  whatever  on 
withdrawal  of  deposits;  the  banks  carried  on  their  busi- 
ness during  the  crisis,  paying  all  valid  checks  when  pre- 
sented. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Miss  Atary  Alice  Francis,  who 
was  born  at  Ijawn'iirolmi  i^,  lihiiiinii.  and  one  daughter 
has  been  born  to  rln^  inih.n.  \|i~s  l-lstelle  Francis  Smith, 
who,  after  receiving  juopm  nioiy  iiniiiiiijj  in  Mulholland's 
School  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  was  sent  to  Wellesley 
(Massachusetts)  College,  where  she  took  a  B.  A.  degree, 
and  now  resides  with  her  parents.  In  public  matters, 
ilr.  Smith  has  always  evinced  a  commendable  spirit  of 
willingiK-s  to  iissist  111  all  iniini'is  iiiiikin-:  for  progress. 
Thus  ho  rriHJ.ir.l  r-|,rriiilly  Milii:,l.!o  soiMrcs  iiiid  dis- 
played Ills  i.iilili.'  spirit.  111  I'.ii::.  vUir.i  Ilr  rniitnlaited 
liberally  and  helped  to  raise  the  bonus  fur  securing  a 
railroad  line  to  Fredericksburg.  For  himself  he  has 
never  desired  public  ofifice,  but  his  support  and  influence 
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are  much  sought  by  those  running  for  positions  of 
preference,  and  he  is  known  as  a  man  who  will  loyally 
adhere  to  and  courageously  tight  for  the  principles  which 
he  deems  just.  Essentially  a  finam-ier,  he  has  found  his 
chief  pleasure  in  his  business  ventures,  but  he  has  not 
been  indifferent  to  the  social  amenities,  and  in  a  wide 
acquaintance  is  able  to  boast  of  a  number  of  sincere 
friends.  For  the  past  fifteen  years  Mr.  Smith  and 
family  have  divided  their  time  between  their  home  in  the 
south  and  New  York  city. 

John  Smith  Saundeks,  M.  D.  As  already  stated,  Dr. 
Bacon  Saunders  is  the  son  of  an  eminent  pioneer  Texas 
physician,  and  some  notice  of  his  career  is  appropriate 
in  "this  connection.  John  Smith  Saunders,  -who  was  one 
of  the  best  of  old-school  physicians,  was  born  at  Glas- 
gow, Kentucky,  and  in  1S57  came  to  Dallas,  which  was 
then  situated  almost  on  the  frontier.  As  a  pioneer  doc- 
tor in  that  city,  in  the  years  immediately  preceding  the 
war  he  became  known  over  a  wide  surrounding  territory. 
His  visits  across  the  sparsely  settled  country,  bearing 
cheer  and  healing  to  the  isolated  families,  often  pene- 
trated into  Tarrant  county.  To  the  easy-circumstanced 
dweller  of  city  or  town  of  the  present  day,  imagination 
alone  must  picture  the  hardships  which  the  good  doctor 
encountered  on  these  horseback  journeys  with  his  medi- 
cine packed  in  his  saddle-bags,  or  the  joy  with  which  he 
was  hailed  by  the  suffering  who  had  perhaps  awaited  his 
coming  for  days,  whereas  in  this  age  the  same  number 
of  hours  would  seem  long,  and  who  would  not  see  him 
again  on  his  rounds  for  several  weeks.  Filling  the  place 
of  friend,  counselor,  and  helper,  his  part  in  the  life  of 
that  historical  epoch  is  none  the  less  important  because 
it  was  unostentatiously  performed.  He  thus  continued 
to  practice  at  Dallas  until  the  war  came  on.  A  Ken- 
tuckian,  it  is  not  strange  that  his  admiration  for  his  fel- 
low citizen,  Henry  Clay,  made  him  an  adherent  of  old- 
line  principles,  and  when  the  question  of  secession  came 
up  for  settlement,  though  a  firm  believer  in  state  rights, 
he  opposed  the  separation  from  the  Union.  But,  like 
Lewis  T.  Wigfall,  whom  he  so  admired,  and  like 
hundreds  of  conspicuous  and  eminent  southerners,  his 
loyalty  to  Dixie,  when  the  issue  came  to  settlement, 
aligned  him  without  hesitation  with  the  Confederacy. 
Enlisting  in  1862.  he  was  appointed  brigade  surgeon  on 
the  staff  of  General  E.  M.  Cano,  and  as  such  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  On  his  return  to  Dallas  he 
decided  to  give  up  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  during  that  period  of  industrial  prostration 
took  a  prominent  part  in  business  affairs.  He  built  and 
operated  the  first  steam  mill  at  Dallas,  and  was  also  in 
the  mercantile  business  until  the  failure  of  his  health 
obliged  him  to  retire.  His  children  were  then  at  the 
age  when  they  needed  better  educational  facilities  than 
were  afforded"  at  Dallas,  and  this  was  the  prime  consid- 
eration that  induced  him  to  move  to  Bonham  in  1869. 
There  he  built  up  a  large  general  practice  and  lived 
until  his  death  in  1891.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Jane  Clay- 
pool,  who  was  born  at  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky. 

At  one  time  Dr.  John  S.  Saunders  served  as  president 
of  the  North  Texas  Medical  Association,  following  his 
son  in  that  position.  Noteworthy  and  successful  though 
he  was  as  a  physician,  his  character  was  such  that  men 
were  more  interested  in  the  man  than  in  his  work.  Of 
firm  and  positive  conviction,  he  commanded  respect  and 
wielded  influence  among  men  as  a  leader,  although  he 
never  used  the  qualities  for  any  kind  of  political  prefer- 
ment, and  the  most  important  position  he  held  was  as 
brigade  surgeon  during  the  war.  In  the  Christian  church 
he  took  a  very  active  part,  and  was  a  devoted  member 
unta  his  death.  Though  his  energies  were  almost  con- 
stantly directed  to  serious  affairs,  yet  he  possessed  the 
social  qualities  which  attached  men  to  him  through  af- 
fection as  well  as  respect.  He  was  an  engaging  story- 
teller, and  was  especially  fond  of  pointing  a  serious  prin- 


ciple with  an  illustrative  anecdote.  Schools  of  a  primi- 
tive time  supplied  him  with  only  the  barest  fundamentals 
upon  which  later  study  and  observation  reared  a  most 
intimate  knowledge  of  literature,  men  and  events.  His 
love  for  the  classics  in  literature  never  deserted  him,  and 
even  in  camp,  when  surrounded  by  all  the  stern  realities 
of  military  life,  he  was  wont  to  read  his  Shakespeare 
aloud  to  his  fellow  otfieers,  and  such  was  his  sympathetic 
acquaintance  with  that  author  that  it  is  said  he  knew 
half  the  plays  by  memory. 

Dr.  W.  Neal  Watt.  No  family  in  Texas  today,  per- 
haps, has  a  wider  family  record  for  military  activity 
through  several  generations  than  has  the  Watt  family, 
of  which  Dr.  W.  Neal  Watt,  of  Austin,  is  a  representative 
member.  Dr.  Watt  first  came  to  Texas  in  1SS2,  and  in 
the  year  1894  he  identified  himself  with  this  city  in  his 
professional  capacity,  since  which  time  he  has  bee"n  active 
and  prominent  in  his  work.  Dr.  Watt  was  born  on 
December  31,  1856,  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  and 
is  a  son  of  Eev.  J.  B.  and  Louisa  A.  (Neal)  Watt. 

The  ancestry  of  Dr.  Watt  is  a  most  interesting  one, 
and  though  lack  of  space  will  not  permit  any  great  detail- 
ing of  the  family,  it  may  be  said  that  members  of  the 
Neal  and  Watt  families  have  played  important  parts  in 
the  making  of  American  history,  from  Colonial  days 
down  to  the  present  time. 

Eev.  J.  B.  Watt  was  for  a  number  of  years  pastor  of 
the  Steele  Creek  Old  School  Presbyterian  church,  and  he 
was  a  son  of  James  Watt,  who  lived  at  Winnsboro, 
South  Carolina,  for  years,  and  was  a  very  successful 
farmer  there.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  a 
direct  descendant  of  James  Watt,  the  inventor  of  the 
steam  engine,  the  family  having  emigrated  from  Scotland 
in  the  sixteenth  century.  Members  of  the  families  from 
which  Dr.  Watt,  of  this  review,  conies,  namely, — the 
Neals,  Watts,  Griers  and  McDowells,  figured  prominently 
in  the  Eevolutionary  war  as  participants,  and  Dr.  Watt 
is  especially  ]iroud  of  the  fact  that  he  is  a  native  son  of 
Mecklenberg  county,  where  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence was  first  voiced  on  May  20,  1775. 

General  W.  H.  Neal,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  the 
subject,  owned  and  operated  a  number  of  cotton  and 
grist  mills  in  the  vicinity  of  Charlotte,  North  Carolina, 
and  in  his  day  was  reckoned  a  big  man.  The  family 
was  especially  active  in  Civil  war  times,  and  eight  mem- 
bers of  the  Neal-Watt-Grier  family  who  met  death  on 
battlefields  of  the  Civil  war  in  the  service  of  the  Con- 
federacy, lie  buried  in  Steele  Creek  cemetery.  Larkin 
Neal,  another  of  the  family  lies  in  an  unknown  grave  on 
the  field  of  Antietam.  Captain  Mathew  Peeples,  an 
uncle  of  Dr.  Watt  by  marriage,  was  killed  in  the  seven 
days  battle  at  Eichmond.  After  being  wounded  and 
carried  off  the  field,  he  was  killed  by  the  explosion  of  a 
shell.  A  half  brother  of  Dr.  Watt,  Frank  Watt,  and 
another  named  Charles,  were  very  active  in  the  service 
of  the  Confederacy.  Frank  Watt  was  a  gallant  lieuten- 
ant in  the  First  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  attached  to 
General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart 's  command.  Just  before  the 
battle  of  Antietam  he  was  shot  above  the  right  ear,  the 
bullet  passing  directly  through  his  head,  and  carrying 
with  it  particles  of  the  brain.  He  fell  from  his  horse 
and  was  reported  dead.  When  Stuart  was  beaten  back 
liy  a  division  of  Federal  infantry,  the  body  of  Frank 
Watt  was  captured.  ^Vhen  it  was  discovered  that  he 
was  still  alive  he  was  lodged  in  prison,  and  after  six 
months  there  he  was  exchanged  and  returned  home, 
sound  and  well.  He  returned  to  the  service  in  a  short 
while  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  second  battle  of 
Manassas.  A  few  weeks  after  that  battle  he  fell  ill  of 
typhoid  fever,  and  died  in  a  Confederate  hospital. 
Charles  Watt  passed  through  the  entire  war  period  with- 
out being  wounded,  and  he  is  still  living.  It  is  a  notable 
fact  that  the  First  North  Carolina  Eegiment,  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  was  in  thirty-two  pitched  battles,  be- 
sides  numerous    skirmishes,    Mr.   Watt   participating    in 
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them  all.  He  was  eaptured  at  Petersburg  in  D.  H. 
Hill's  division,  and  for  several  months  after  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  a  captive  in  a  northern  prison.  The 
mother  of  Dr.  Watt  was  Louisa  Angeline  Keal,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Gen.  William  H.  Neal,  of  the  Confederate  army. 

Dr.  Watt  had  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of 
Charlotte  and  Shelby,  North  Carolina,  attending  the  D. 
McNeill  Turner  high  school  of  the  latter  place,  after 
which  he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  York,  and  on  March  10,  1S77,  was  gradu- 
ated. Soon  after  that  event  the  young  doctor  began 
practice  with  Dr.  Thomas  Kell  at  Pineville,  North  Caro- 
olina,  and  for  a  year  he  remained  there.  He  came  to 
Burton,  Texas,  in  February,  1882,  and  he  continued  there 
in  practice  until  1894,  when  he  came  to  Austin.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  definitely  and  worthily  engaged  in 
medical  practice  in  this  city. 

Dr.  Watt  has  kept  up  his  professional  studies  during 
the  year  and  in  1907  he  took  post  graduate  courses  in 
medicine  and  surgery  in  the  Chicago  Post  Graduate 
Medical  School  and  Hospital.  In  addition  to  his  private 
practice,  he  was  engaged  as  Division  Surgeon  of  the 
Austin  &  Northwestern  Railroad  from  1894  to  1902,  and 
prior  to  his  coming  to  Te.xas  he  was  surgeon  of  the  North 
Carolina  State  Militia  for  one  year.  At  the  present  time 
he  is  Chief  Medical  Examiner  &  Nominator  of  the  Equi- 
table Life  Assurance  Company  of  the  United  States, 
medical  examiner  of  the  Provident  Life  Assurance  So- 
ciety of  New  York,  medical  examiner  of  the  Brotherhood 
of  Locomotive  Firemen  and  of  the  Order  of  Eailroad 
Trainmen  and  also  medical  examiner  for  the  Brotherhood 
of  Locomotive  Engineers,  and  of  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  He  is  the  medical  representative  of  the  Aus- 
tin Aerie  of  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles;  Surgeon  of 
the  Union  Casualty  and  Insurance  Company  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri;  of  the  Michigan  Commercial  Travelers'  As- 
sociation; of  the  Mutual  Accident  Association  of  Utica, 
New  Y'ork,  and  of  Maryland  Casualty  Company  of  Bal- 
timore, Maryland.  He  is  a  member  of  Travis  County, 
Austin  District  and  the  State  and  American  Medical 
Associations,  and  is  an  active  member  and  worker  in  each 
of  them. 

His  private  practice  in  the  city  is  an  extensive  one, 
which,  coupled  with  his  many  professional  activities, 
combine  to  make  him  one  of  the  busiest  men  of  the  city. 

On  September  27,  1882,  in  Burton,  Texas,  Dr.  Watt 
was  married  to  Olivia  Jordan  Elliott,  a  daughter  of  B. 
F.  Elliott,  of  that  place,  and  five  children  were  born  to 
them.  William  Elliott  Watt  is  now  twenty-two  years 
of  age  and  is  a  student  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Tennessee  in  his  third  year.  Maude  Wini- 
fred, aged  nineteen,  a  graduate  of  the  Austin  high 
school,  will  attend  a  girl's  college,  where  she  will  fit 
herself  for  the  teaching  profession.  Stuart,  aged  seven- 
teen, is  an  apprentice  in  an  automobile  shop.  Terence 
Neal  Watt,  eight  years  old,  is  a  pupil  in  Bickler  's  school, 
in  East  Austin.  Walter  Slade  Watt,  the  youngest,  is 
now  three  and  a  half  years  old. 

The  family  residence  is  maintained  at  No.  309  East 
Eighth  street,  while  the  offices  of  the  doctor  are  in  the 
Littlefield  Building. 

James  J.  Padgett.  The  ups  and  downs  of  life  have 
about  equally  alternated  in  the  business  career  of  James 
J.  Padgett,  who  has  been  identified  with  business  in  one 
form  or  another  in  Texas  since  his  earliest  advent  into  the 
state  in  the  year  1872.  Since  then  he  has  been  active  in 
agriculture,  mercantile  ventures  and  in  public  service. 
Success  has  attended  some  of  his  enterprises  and  on  numer- 
ous occasions  he  has  been  unfortunate,  but  he  is,  in  the 
main,  a  fairly  successful  man,  and  takes  his  place  among 
the  foremost  men  of  Waco,  where  he  has  been  a  resident 
since   1897. 

James  J.  Padgett  was  born  in  Calhoun  county,  Geor- 
gia, on  September  27,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of  Eli.iah 
Padgett  and  Lydia    (Davis)    Padgett.     The  father  was 


born  m  Fayette  county,  Georgia,  in  1821,  and  was  a 
prominent  man  m  Calhoun  county  for  a  good  many  years 
He  was  sheriff  of  the  county  for  thirteen  years  and 
judge  of  the  superior  court  of  the  county  for  six  years, 
as  well  as  being  otherwise  prominent  in  that  district. 
He  died  in  18S5.  The  mother,  who  was  born  in  1831. 
died  in  1865,  leaving  one  son,— James  J.  Padgett,  of 
this  review. 

James  J.  Padgett  attended  the  common  schools  of  Cal- 
houn county  to  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  after  which 
he  was  employed  in  the  farming  communities  near  his 
home  until  he  was  twenty-two,  when  he  left  the  work 
and  with  his  father  opened  a  general  store  in  Whitney. 
They  continued  until  1S72  .■iii,l  snl.l  out  the  business  and 
came  to  McLennan  cuunly,  T,  \;,s,  «here  they  took  up  a 
homestead  of  one  huinliv,!  :iih|  sixly  acres.  They  lived 
on  the  place  for  six  ycuis,  tliua  suhi  it  and  invested  the 
proceeds  in  a  farm  implement  business  at  Perry,  asso- 
ciating themselves  with  a  Mr.  Henchman  in  the  enter- 
prise. After  two  .years  they  withdrew  and,  going  south 
to  Bosque,  McLennan  county,  bought  another  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  for  which  they  paid  $3.50 
the  acre.  After  three  years  James  J.  Padgett,  attracted 
by  the  opening  of  the  town  of  McGregor,  moved  to  that 
place  and  built  the  third  house  that  was  erected  there. 
He  put  in  a  line  of  furniture  and  stoves,  also  a  full  line 
of  farm  implements,  and  continued  successfully  in  busi- 
ness until  1885,  when  he  burned  out,  and  the  business 
was  a  total  loss.  While  in  business  there  Mr.  Padgett 
haci  been  appointed  postmaster  under  the  first  Cleveland 
administration,  and  he  served  for  three  and  a  half  years, 
when  he  resigned.  After  the  disastrous  fire,  crippled  in 
his  resources  and  almost  ruined,  Mr.  Padgett  again  en- 
gaged in  the  implement  business  and  continued  for  two 
.years,  when  he  sold  out,  and  again  bought  land  at  South 
Bosque,  where  he  lived  for  two  years.  In  1897  he  came 
to  Waco  and  for  a  year  was  occujiicd  in  the  feed  business, 
but  his  next  venture  was  in  carpentering  and  contract- 
ing, in  which  he  continued  for  three  years.  For  the 
next  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  city  in  various 
capacities,  and  in  1912  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  from  the  First  Precinct,  which  oiEce  he  still  re- 
tains. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Padgett  has  known  ill  fortune, 
as  well  as  good,  but  he  has  always  taken  his  losses  philo- 
sophically, and  after  each  misfortune  has  come  up  smil- 
ing, ready  to  begin  over  again,  and  today,  after  forty- 
two  years  of  residence  in  Texas,  he  may  be  said  to  be  one 
of  the  reasonably  successful  men  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Padgett,  in  addition  to  his  service  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  served  as  deputy  sheriff  of  McLennan  county 
for  ten  years,  and  he  was  constable  of  Moody  precinct 
for  one  term.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Young  Men 's 
Business  League  of  Waco,  and  attends  the  Baptist 
church. 

On  February  7,  1887,  Mr.  Padgett  was  married  to  Mar- 
tha L.  Davis,  daughter  of  John  Davis,  a  real  estate  man 
of  Calhoun  county,  Georgia,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
nine  children.  Lydia,  the  eldest,  is  a  widow;  Lenora 
is  the  wife  of  J.  C.  McKathan ;  John  married  Lula  Mil- 
ler, and  is  a  farmer ;  James,  Jr.,  an  expressman  at  Waco, 
married  Jennie  Eaysdale;  Alice  M.  is  the  wife  of 
William  Elliott,  of  Oklahoma;  LoUie  married  D.  T. 
Pierce,  a  minister  and  teacher  of  Kingsville,  Texas. 
Tommie,  Roger  and  an  infant  are  deceased. 

Dr.  James  Edward  Sneed  has  been  a  resident  of 
Teague  and  a  practicing  physician  here  since  the  town 
started  on  its  way  to  the  dignity  of  the  name  of  city, 
coming  here  as  a  young  physician  fresh  from  his  alma 
mater  at  New  Orleans.  He  is  a  Texas  product,  born  in 
Fairfield,  on  December  17,  1881,  and  he  was  reared  for 
the  most  part  in  the  community  of  his  birth.  He  is  a 
son  of  Dr.  Wm.  N.  Sneed,  who  still  practices  medicine 
in   Fairfield,   and  concerning  whom  it  is  eminently  fit- 
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ting  and  projier  that  some  mention  be  made  at  this 
point. 

Dr.  William  N_  Sneed  came  to  Texas  from  Thomas- 
ville,  Georgia,  where  he  was  born  in  1844.  He  had  his 
education  in  Tulane  tniversity,  in  New  Orleans,  and 
from  Texas,  where  he  came  as  a  youth,  he  entered  the 
Confederate  army  from  Freestone  county,  in  the  regi- 
ment of  Colonel  Bradley.  He  served  in  General  Pem- 
berton's  arniv  in  Mississippi  and  was  captured  and 
paroled  at  ^'i'cksburg.  He  then  returned  to  the  service 
in  Texas  and  served  in  and  about  Galveston  during  the 
remainder  of  the  war.  He  was  never  wounded,  and 
when  the  long  struggle  was  ended  he  turned  at  once  to 
his  professional  studies,  and  was  a  graduate  from  the 
medical  department  of  Tulane  Univeisit.v.  His  srrvi.e 
in  a  public  capacity  has  been  confined  in  iii.iiilHi^lnp 
on  examining  boards  and  other  work  pertainmy  to  the 
making  of  fledgling  doctors.  He  has  attended  the  tliuics 
and  done  post  graduate  work  from  time  to  time,  keeping 
himself  as  fresh  and  up-to-date  in  the  knowledge  of  his 
profession  as  he  felt  himself  on  the  day  he  left  college. 
Dr.  Sneed  has  taken  no  active  part  in  politics.  He  is 
a  Democrat,  and  though  prominent  and  popular  with 
his  fellow  men,  he  has  never  shown  any  desire  to  hold 
office.  He  is  a  man  of  striking  appearance,  weighing 
about  190  pounds,  and  with  a  figure  as  erect  as  that 
of  an  early  North  American  Indian.  He  is  a  man  of 
pleasing  personality,  and  is  a  natural  leader,  so  that  had 
he  permitted  himself  to  deviate  from  his  chosen  career, 
he  would  have  undoubtedly  won  high  honors  in  the  po- 
litical field.  Dr.  Sneed  has  given  some  time  to  agricul- 
ture, and  he  is  the  owner  of  a  vast  tract  of  land  in 
Freestone  county.  He  has  brought  much  of  his  land 
under  cultivation  and  has  introduced  blooded  horses 
and  cattle  into  the  section  where  he  carries  on  farm- 
ing activities.  He  is  also  interested  in  banks  in  both 
Fairfield  and  Teague,  and  his  investments  have  extended 
to  other  fields  as  well.  He  never  makes  public  speeches, 
but  among  a  company  of  friends.  Dr.  Sneed  is  an  in- 
teresting  and   instructive   conversationalist. 

Dr.  Sneed  came  to  Texas  with  his  father.  Kit  W. 
Sneed,  who  died  in  Fairfield,  as  a  farmer.  He  became 
a  large  planter  there  and  owned  many  slaves,  and  the 
colored  Sneeds  of  the  present  day  are,  for  the  most 
part,  descendants  of  his  former  holdings  of  blacks.  He 
was  a  strong  Secessionist,  and  a  Yankee  in  his  vicinity 
was  shown  no  quarter.  Kit  W.  Sneed  married  a  Miss 
Davis,  and  their  children  were  se%-en  in  number.  They 
were  Dr.  W.  N.,  Dr.  J.  A.,  Walter  E.  and  Dr.  Kit  W., 
of  Wortham,  Texas;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Mclnnis,  of  Teague; 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Oliver,  of  Buffalo,  Texas;  and  Mrs.  Ella 
Johnson,  of  Fairfield,  now  deceased. 

Dr.  William  N.  Sneed  married  Miss  Alice  Johnson,  a 
daughter  of  Col.  J.  B.  Johnson,  a  Confederate  Colonel, 
and  an  ante-bellum  settler  of  Freestone  county.  He  was 
an  extensive  planter  and  slave  owner  and  the  famous  old 
"rock  house"  of  the  Fairfield  community  was  his  home, 
and  was  of  his  own  construction.  His  children  were 
Edgar,  of  Waco;  William  P.,  a  large  planter  near  Fair- 
field; Mrs.  W.  F.  Moore,  who  died  in  Mexia,  Texas,  and 
Mrs.  Sneed.  The  issue  of  Dr.  Sneed  and  his  wife  were 
Berta,  wife  of  G.  P.  Davis,  of  Fairfield;  Dr.  Wm.  N. 
Jr.;  Dr.  James  Edward  of  this  review;  Mrs.  John  F. 
Fryer  of  Fairfield  and  Miss  Alice  Sneed,  also  of  Fair- 
field. 

Dr.  James  Edward  Sneed  spent  his  boyhood  acquir- 
ing his  common  school  training,  and  when  he  was  a 
high  school  senior  he  entered  the  A.  &  M.  College  at 
Bryan.  There  he  did  the  work  of  the  Junior  year  in  the 
engineering  course,  and  when  he  left  that  institution 
he  set  about  his  preparation  for  a  medical  career.  He  had 
his  medical  training  in  Tulane  University  at  Xew  Or- 
leans, and  came  fresh  from  his  studies  there  to  take 
up  his  professional  duties  at  Teague,  and  here  he  has 
since  continued  successfully  in  his  work. 

Dr.  Sneed  is  a  member  of  the  local  medical  societies. 


and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  State  and  National 
Associations. 

On  November  6,  1906,  Dr.  Sneed  was  married  in 
Camden,  Alabama,  to  Miss  Sallie  Belle  Bonner,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Irvin  H.  Bonner  of  Fairfield,  Texas,  and  an  old 
Confederate  soldier  and  comrade  of  Dr.  Sneed  's  father. 
Mr.  Bonner  came  to  Texas  before  the  war  and  married 
Miss  Jane  Eobinson,  the  daughter  of  a  pioneer  family 
of  Freestone  county.  Mrs.  Sneed  is  one  of  the  two 
daughters  of  her  parents,  the  other  being  the  wife  of 
Dr.  Ernest  Bonner  of  Camden,  Alabama.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Sneed  are  without  issue. 

Dr.  Sneed  is  a  Mason  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chap- 
ter, and  is  also  fraternally  afl&liated  with  the  Elks  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Teague,  and  take  an  ac- 
tive part  in  its  work. 

Joseph  T.  L.\Eue.  A  native  son  of  the  Lone  Star 
state  who  has  attained  to  distinctive  success  and  pres- 
tige as  one  of  the  representative  business  men  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  Hendeisou  couuty  is  Joseph  Thomas 
LaRue,  the  popular  president  of  the  Athens  National 
Bank,  at  Athens,  the  attractive  and  thriving  judicial 
center  of  the  county,  where  he  has  also  other  important 
capitalistic  interests.  His  status  in  the  community  sets 
at  naught  any  application  of  the  scriptural  aphorism 
that  "a  prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own 
country,"  for  he  claims  as  his  native  heath  the  county 
that   is  now  his  home. 

Mr.  LaRue  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Murchison,  Hen- 
derson county,  Texas,  on  the  18th  of  November,  1864, 
and  is  a  representative  of  the  honored  pioneer  families 
of  this  favored  section  of  the  state,  besides  which  the 
name  has  been  worthily  lined  with  the  annals  of  Ameri- 
can history  since  1685,  when  three  brothers  came  froi* 
France  and  settled  in  Virginia.  The  lineage  is  thus 
traced  back  to  stanch  French  origin  and  representa- 
tives of  the  family  having  aided  in  blazing  the  path  of 
civilization  on  the  ' '  dark  and  bloody  ground ' '  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Kentucky,  when  that  commonwealth  was  still 
on  the  frontier.  Joseph  M.  LaRue  came  from  Bedford 
county,  Tennessee,  to  Texas  in  1852,  and  first  settled 
near  Lovelady,  Houston  county,  but  in  the  following  year 
he  removed  to  Henderson  county,  where  he  acquired  a 
tract  of  wild  land  and  instituted  the  reclamation  and  im- 
provement of  the  same,  this  county  continuing  to  be  his 
home  until  his  death,  and  his  having  been  secure  pres- 
tige as  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  and  progressive  citi- 
zens of  the  county,  to  the  development  and  upbuilding  ol 
which  he  contributed  his  full  quota. 

Joseph  M.  LaRue  was  boru  in  Bedford  county,  Ten- 
nessee, in  the  year  1825,  and  there  his  father,  John  C. 
LaRue,  died  very  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  John  C.  LaRue  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  whence  he  removed  to  Tennessee  in 
the  early  pioneer  epoch  of  the  history  of  that  state,  and 
he  became  one  of  the  extensive  planters  and  slaveholders 
of  Tennessee,  where  he  well  upheld  the  prestige  of  the 
family  name,  which  is  perpetuated  in  the  title  of  LaRue 
county,  Kentucky,  a  county  named  in  honor  of  one  of 
the  distinguished  members  of  the  family  who  was  promi- 
nent in  the  early  history  of  the  fine  old  Bluegrass  state. 
John  C.  LaRue  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  and  the 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Hardin.  Of  their  several 
children,  Joseph  M.,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  review, 
was  the  youngest.  Joseph  M.  LaRue  was  reared  under 
the  somewhat  patrician  regime  in  the  old  south  and  was 
afforded  the  advantages  of  the  schools  of  his  native 
state.  Upon  leaving  the  parental  home  and  instituting 
independent  operations  as  a  planter  in  Tennessee,  his 
father  presented  him  with  a  few  slaves,  whom  he  em- 
plo.yed  on  his  plantation,  which  was  one  of  modest  order, 
and  whom  he  brought  with  him  to  Texas,  where  they 
continued  in  his  service  until  the  Emancipation  Proc- 
lamation   led    to    their    freedom.     Mr.    LaRue    continued 
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his  agricultural  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Murcliison, 
Henderson  county,  until  1S86,  when  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Athens,  the  county  seat,  where  he  died  in  the 
following  year,  honored  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was 
a  loval  supporter  of  the  ca'iise  of  the  Confederacy  during 
the 'Civil  war,  in  which  he  served  in  the  command  of 
General    Magruder,   the   iirmtoy    pMit    nf   the    tini..   Ii.'iiiu' 

given     to     service     in     the     ,|iuirU'riii:is!n  '-     .l,'|i:iri nt. 

While  thus  giving  his  tii.l  in  ilic  Mippnn  ,,(  smi.iIumh 
arms  Mr.  LaRue  ackuowledgeil  conversion  to  the  Cliris- 
tian  faith  and  became  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
of  which  his  wife  likewise  was  a  devoted  adherent.  He 
was  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  his  life 
■vas  guided  and  governed  by  the  highest  princiides  of 
integrity  and  honor.  As  a  young  man  he  weddeil  iliss 
Mary  F.  Oliver,  who  was  born  in  the  state  of  Tennessee, 
and  who  survived  him  by  several  years.  Concerning  their 
children  following  brief  data  are  available:  Clara  is 
the  wife  of  General  J.  Eads,  a  prosperous  agriculturist 
near  Athens,  Henderson  county;  Penine  became  the  wife 
of  William  Rhodes  and  now  is  deceased;  ,Tnse)ih  T..  of 
this  review,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth ;  S.|iiiir  K. 
resides  at  KU'ampo,  Wharton  county;  EIl.i  is  tln'  wite 
of  James  0.  Denton,  of  Murehison,  Hendi-isnii  c.unty; 
William  J.  died  in  the  city  of  Galveston,  in  liluii ;  and 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  John  H.  Towery,  of  Athens. 

Joseph  T.  LaRue  was  reared  to  maturity  on  the  old 
homestead,  which  was  the  place  of  his  birth  and  in 
connection  with  which  he  gained  his  initial  experience 
in  the  [iractical  duties  and  responsibilities  of  life.  After 
comjileting  the  curriculum  of  the  rural  school,  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  for  a  time  in  Hubbard  College,  at 
Overton,  and  later  he  attended  thfe  high  school  at 
Comanche.  That  he  made  good  use  of  his  scholastic  oppor- 
tunities is  shown  by  the  fact  that  for  two  years  he  was 
a  successful  and  popular  teacher  in  the  country  schools 
of  his  native  county,  but  in  the  light  of  events  it  cannot 
be  regretted  that  he  deflected  his  attention  from  the 
pedagogic  profession  to  identify  himself  with  practical 
business  activities.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  Mr. 
LaRue  established  his  residence  in  Athens,  where  he 
assumed  a  clerkship  in  a  mercantile  establishment.  He 
continued  in  the  employ  of  others  for  eight  years  and 
then  engaged  in  business  as  a  merchandise  broker,  in 
the  handling  of  heavy  groceries  and  farmers'  supplies, 
cotton-gin  products,  etc.  Mr.  LaEue  continued  success- 
ful operations  in  this  line  actively  about  fifteen  years 
and  then  turned  his  attention  to  other  fields  of  business 
enterprise,  in  which  his  success  has  been  of  equally  un- 
equivocal order.  In  1902  he  effected  the  organization  of 
the  Athens  National  Bank,  which  was  incor]iorated  with 
a  capital  stock  of  twenty-five  thousand  doll.'ns.  He  has 
been  a  potent  factorr  in  the  developmrnt  ami  upbuilding 
of  this  substantial  and  popular  fiii;iiiri:il  Institution  of 
which  he  has  been  president  since  r.inl.  tli.'  ntlier  mem- 
bers of  the  official  corps  being  as  licif  iM.trd:  Dr.  C. 
R.  Johnson,  vice-president;  B.  .Siylci.  caslmi  ;  and  Isaac 
P.  LaRue,  assistant  cashier.  Thi'  l.ank  imw  liiis  a  sur- 
plus of  thirty-five  thousan.l  d. .liars,  its  iin.livplrd  profits 
are  five  thousand  dollars,  and  it  li.is  |irM\,i,|  a  li.-n.-li.  ,.nt 
agency  in  conserving  the  rivic  ami  mat.TiMl  H.ttair  nf 
Henderson  county.  Mr.  Lal.'ui'  is  jui'sidciit  alsi>  i.f  the 
First  State  Bank  of  Murehison,  which  was  organized  in 
1912,  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Farmers'  &  Mer- 
chants' Gin  Company  of  Athens,  is  a  stockholder  and 
director  of  The  Citizens '*Ice  Co.,  and  is  president  of 
the  Athens  Business  Men  's  League,  a  well  organized  and 
representative  commercial  body  with  high  civic  ideals  and 
progressive  policies.  Mr.  LaRue  is  ever  ready  to  give 
his  influence  and  tangible  co-operation  in  the  support  of 
measures  and  enterprises  projected  for  the  general  good 
of  his  home  city  and  county  and  has  done  much  to  fur- 
ther the  material  development  and  upbuilding  of  Athens, 
where  he  is  the  owner  of  much  valuable  realty  and  where, 
in  1912,  he  erected  a  row  of  attractive  and  substantial 
brick   business   places   on   the   south   side   of   the   court- 


house square.  The  town  of  LaRue,  thirteen  miles  south- 
east from  Athens,  on  the  T.  &  X.  O.  R.  R.  was  named 
for  him. 

In  politics  Mr.  LaEue  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  from  the  same  has  never  per- 
mitted himself  to  be  deflected.  He  served  several  years 
as  a  meudier  of  the  city  ronii.il  nf  Athens  and  he  is  one 
of  the  leading  men  of  al'laiis  in  llnmlerson  county,  with 
a  circle  of  friends  that  is  IihiiIimI  only  by  that  of  his  ac- 
quaintances, as  his  sincerity,  integrity  and  purpose  and 
genial  personality  have  gained  and  retained  to  him  un- 
qualified popular  confidence  and  esteem.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  local  lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Baptist  church 
in   their   home   city. 

On  the  Kith  of  March,  1S92,  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  LaEue  to  Miss  Stella  Parsons,  daughter  of 
the  late  Dr.  H.  L.  and  Margaret  (Richardson)  Parsons, 
who  were  prominent  pioneers  of  the  village  of  Terrell, 
Kaufman  county,  Mrs.  LaEue  being  said  to  have  been 
the  first  white  child  born  at  that  place.  Dr.  Parsons 
was  a  native  of  tlio  stafr  of  New  York,  received  from 
Yale  University  tho  d.-i,vs  of  both  Bachelor  of  Arts 
and  Doctor  of  -Mcln  in,,  and  he  long  held  prestige  as 
one  of  the  most  distinuuislied  and  honored  representa- 
tives of  the  medical  profession  in  northern  Texas;  Mrs. 
LaRue  is  the  elder  of  his  two  children,  and  the  yoimger, 
Homer  L.  Parsons,  is  a  representative  citizen  of  Athens. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  LaRue  have  had  the  following  children, — 
Eldred  Bailey,  Isaac  Parsons,  Margaret,  Mary  F.,  Jo- 
seph C,  Frank  E.  and  Stella.  The  eldest  of'  the  chil- 
dren was  born  in  January,  1893,  was  graduated  in  the 
Athens  high  school,  after  which  he  was  for  two  years  a 
student  in  Baylor  University,  at  Waco,  and  he  is  now 
engaged  in  the  merchandise  brokerage  business  under 
the  firm  name  of  LaRue  &  Borrou.  Isaac  P.  LaRue  is 
assistant  cashier  of  the  Athens  National  Bank,  as  above 
stated. 

CH.iRLES  S.  Taylor.  This  early  Texas  pioneer  had  a 
very  prominent  part  in  the  events  which  preceded  and 
followed  the  establishment  of  Texas  independence,  and 
for  reason  of  his  public  service,  the  fact  that  he  was  one 
of  the  signers  of  the  Texas  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  for  many  other  causes  which  wjll  later  appear,  his 
life  has  a  peculiar  appropriateness  in  the  biographical 
annals  of  Texas.  The  following  article,  briefly  describ- 
ing his  life  and  services,  has  been  kindly  prepared  for 
this  publication  by  his  son,  Lawrence  T,aylor,  one  of 
the  venerable  residents  of  Nacogdoches,  in  which  city 
the  family  have  had  their  home  for  nearly  a  century. 

Speaking  for  himself  to  his  family  at  Nacogdoches, 
which  includes  his  son  Lawrence  S.,  he  said:  "I  was 
born  in  the  city  of  London,  England,  and  an  orphan  in 
the  care  of  an  uncle  with  whom  I  could  not  agree;  on 
becoming  of  age,  and  free  to  follow  my  own  inclinations, 
drew  from  the  bank  there  the  money  left  me  by  my  par- 
ents and  came  to  the  city  of  New  York.  Not  being  satis- 
fied there,  I  came  to  Natchitoches,  Louisiana,  there  pur- 
chased a  horse  and  took  the  king's  highway  from  that 
place  in  the  direction  of  Nacogdoches,  Texas.  A  few 
miles  out,  the  horse  sickened  and  died.  The  remainder 
of  the  journey  to  Nacogdoches  I  walked,  carrying  my 
bundle  across  my  shoulders,  arriving  there  in  good  health 
and  spirits  and  stayed  there." 

Colonel  Horton,  speaking  through  a  newspaper  article, 
said:  "When  the  volunteer  soldiers  from  San  Augustine 
Municipality  arrived  near  Nacogdoches  they  were  joined 
by  the  young  men  of  this  jdace,  including  Charles  S. 
Taylor,  and  together  attacked  the  .'Spanish  troops  doing 
garrison  duty  and  routed,  driving  them  to  the  Angelina 
river  in  the  direction  of  San  Antonio,  whore  they,  four 
hundred  strong,  surrendered.  This  was  in  aid  of  Mex- 
ican independence  against  Spain." 

Charles  S.  Taylor  met  Mary  Eouff,  a  daughter  of  John 
E.  Rouff,  an  immigrant  from  Wuertemberg,  Germany,  at 
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her  sister  's  home  in  Nacogdoches,  the  latter  having  mar- 
ried Hon.  Adolphus  Sterne.  He  married  her  and  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  trade,  with  Mr.  Sterne  as  a 
partner,  but  quit  that  trade  and  with  his  wife  weat  over 
and  lived  on  Ayish  bayou  in  or  near  the  town  of  San 
Augustine.  There  he  became  an  alcalde  under  the  gov- 
ernment of  CoahuUa  and  Texas,  and  in  all  trials  by  jury 
and  convictions  had  with  the  death  penalty  this  alcalde 
had  the  sentence  executed  accordingly  without  delay. 

Charles  S.  Taylor  returned  to  Nacogdoches  and  was 
appointed  under  a  decree  of  the  legislature  of  the  Mex- 
ican State  of  Coahuila  and  Texas  a  land  commissioner  to 
issue  titles  to  the  colonists,  his  official  place  of  business 
being  at  Nacogdoches,  and  he  collected  frpm  the  colonists 
quite  a  sum  of  money,  which  he  dispersed  by  direction  of 
the  Committee  of  Vigilance  and  Safety  at  Nacogdoches, 
and  adjunct  to  the  government  of  the  Eepublic  of  Texas, 
and  to  the  collectors  appointed  by  the  Consultation  in 
1835.  His  work  in  this  department  is  now  embodied  m 
a  printed  pamphlet  as  collected  and  preserved  by  himself 
and  copied  verbatim  by  his  son,  Lawrence  S.  Taylor. 

Charles  S.  Taylor  with  Sam  Houston,  Thomas  J.  Eusk 
and  John  S.  Roberts  represented  the  Municipality  of 
Nacogdoches  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1S36, 
and  at  "Washington  on  the  Brazos  river  signed  the  Decla- 
ration of  the  ludepedence  of  Texas. 

Charles  S.  Taylor,  with  others  from  that  place,  joined 
General  Houston's  army  and  participated  in  the  battle 
at  San  Jacinto.  His  wife  and  three  children  remained  at 
Nacogdoches  until  Santa  Anna's  army  reached  the  vi- 
cinity of  San  Jacinto  battlefield,  when  she  with  her 
small  children  joined  in  the  historical ' '  Runaway  Scrape ' ' 
in  1836,  and  fled  across  the  Sabine  river  into  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  U.  S.  A.,  where  all  her  children  died  from 
the  exposure  and  hardship  of  this  flight  for  safety.  She 
always  remarked  to  her  children  born  to  her  afterwards 
in  a  sad  way:  "I  shall  surely  stay  at  home  with  you 
should  another  'Runaway  Scrape'  occur  hereafter." 

Charles  S.  Tavlor  was  appointed  by  the  Congress  of 
the  Republic  of  Texas  as  the  first  Chief  Justice  of  Nacog- 
doches county,  and  in  conjunction  with  county  commis- 
sioners under  a  law  then  in  force,  settled  by  sale  all  laud 
titles  to  lots  within  the  old  corporate  limits  under  Mex- 
ican and  Spanish  law  and  claimed  by  the  new  govern- 
ment as  vacant  domain  as  the  successor  to  those  goverii- 
ments.  Now,  we  have  a  "Constitutional"  or  "Princi- 
pal" square,  and  a  church  (Catholic)  square  or  plaza. 
On  the  front  of  the  village  church  are  dedications  to 
the  people  at  large,  and  are  so  recognized  by  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  judicial  tribunals  of  Texas  as  successors 
to  the  Mexican  government. 

Charles  S.  Taylor  was  appointed  District  Attorney 
for  the  district  including  his  home  county,  Nacogdoches, 
and  did  good  work  in  protecting  the  public  domain  of 
Texas  from  the  numerous  "land  sharks"  so-called  at 
that  time,  as  also  from  the  other  criminals  large  and 
small. 

Charles  S.  Taylor  was  appointed  by  the  State  of  Texas 
a  commissioner  to  investigate  and  report  the  legal  status 
of  land  grants  on  the  border  Rio  Grande,  and  after  his 
return  from  that  border,  he  sent  two  of  his  sons,  Charles 
Irion  and  Milam  (named  for  Ben  Milam)  to  that  border 
as  rangers  in  the  service  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  they 
chased  Indians  there  in  1860. 

Charles  S.  Taylor  was  Chief  Justice  of  Nacogdoches 
county  during  the  war  (Civil)  and  attended  to  that  office 
with  its  many  additional  burdens  by  reason  of  the  war. 
Charles  S.  and  Mary  Taylor 's  sons,  Charles  I.,  Milam, 
Lawrence  S.,  William  and  Adolphus,  joined  the  Confed- 
erate army.  William  died  in  the  service  and  was  buried 
on  the  bank  of  the  Atehafalaya  river  in  Louisiana, 
Lawrence  S.  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Mansfield, 
Louisiana,  and  was  reported  at  home  as  killed,  but  his 
father,  Charles  S.  Taylor,  came  to  the  hospital  at  Mans- 
field and  brought  him  home  alive,  and  not  badly  hurt, 
only   disabled   in  both   legs.     And   now   let   me   at   this 


time,  January  15,  1914,  draw  the  line  distinguishing  the 
Confederate  soldiers  from  the  Mexican  soldier  as  relates 
to  conduct  and  procedure  with  wounded  and  captured 
adversaries  in  war.  Lawrence  S.,  as  stated,  was  wounded 
and  disabled  at  Mansfield,  and  while  waiting  his  turn  for 
his  wounds  to  be  dressed,  the  captured  Federals  were 
marched  quite  near  and  this  Confederate  soldier  ob- 
served a  wounded  Federal  soldier  by  the  blood  flowing 
from  his  body,  and  called  to  him  to  fall  out  of  the  march- 
ing line  and  lie  down  beside  him,  and  asked  the  surgeon 
to  give  this  wounded  man  attention  in  his  turn  as  he 
could  wait  and  the  other  could  not.  Soon  darkness  came 
over  the  field  and  obliterated  all  but  the  groans  of  the 
wounded,  and  I  never  saw  again  this  friend  in  distress, 
and  I  am  not  wrong  in  saying  this  was  not  a  single  in- 
stance of  this  kind,  but  was  a  general  rule  of  conduct 
with  Confederates  under  like  circumstances.  Our  Cap- 
tain, H.  C.  Hancock,  a  northern  born  and  reared  man, 
lately  from  the  north,  was  of  this  kind,  and  taught  his 
soldiers  mercy  by  his  own  example.  This  captain  was 
killed  at  Mansfield  and  his  soldier  boys  will  remember 
him  until  called  to  join  him,  as  we  hope,  not  in  hell,  as 
Sherman  would  say  as  a  preferable  place  to  Texas,  but 
in  the  shade  and  in  a  cool  place. 

In  concluding  this  sketch  I  will  say  Charles  S.  Taylor 
named  his  son  Milam  to  do  honor  to  Ben  Milam,  the  pa- 
triot who  lost  his  Ufe  in  battling  for  the  independence 
of  Texas.  I,  Lawrence  S.,  also  named  a  son  Milam  for 
the  same  reason,  that  the  name  Ben  Milam  be  in  this 
way  remembered  in  our  family.  His  mother  (Mrs.  Law- 
rence S.  Taylor)  was  Harriet  D.  Irion,  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  Robert  A.  Irion,  who  was  Secretary  of  State  under 
Gen.  Sam  Houston,  and  Anna  Raguet,  the  latter  a  pio- 
neer family  previous  to  1836.  Some  of  the  brothers  and 
father  took  part  in  the  early  history  of  Texas,  as  also  in 
the  Confederacy,  and  as  appropriate  here,  my  son  Robert 
Irion  Taylor,  joined  the  United  States  army  in  the  late 
war  with  Spain,  and  thus  obliterated  in  a  measure  the 
old  Mason  and  Dixon  line  between  the  north  and  south. 
Now  I  am  past  seventy-two  years,  and  have  lived  and 
learned  that  war  is  pretty  near  ' '  hell ' '  as  General 
Sherman  said,  and  do  hope  that  our  president,  Woodrow 
Wilson,  and  Congress  will  not  involve  us  in  a  war  with 
Mexico  at  this  time.  I  guarantee  the  truth  of  the  facts 
stated  herein. — L.  S.  Tavlor,  Nacogdoches,  Texas,  Jan- 
uary 15,  1914. 

Bob  Ryan  Mason.  Long  familiarity  with  the  cotton 
gin  as  a  salesman  of  cotton  gin  machinery  made  it  pos- 
sible for  Bob  Ryan  Mason  to  engage  in  jausiness  on  his 
own  responsibility  in  that  line  of  enterprise.  In  1913  he 
organized  the  Texas  Gin  Company,  and  today,  less  than 
a  year  from  the  date  of  organization,  the  company  oper- 
ates twelve  gins  in  the  state.  The  young  firm  is  already 
well  established  and  is  enjoying  a  tine  success,  under  the 
management  and  direction  of  Mr.  Mason. 

Bob  Ryan  Mason  was  born  in  Robinson  county,  Ten- 
nessee, on  September  12,  1868,  and  is  a  son  of  Monroe 
O.  and  Melissa  (Taylor)  ilason.  both  born  in  Robinson 
countv,  Tennessee,  'in  1840.  The  father  is  a  retired 
stockman  and  farmer  and  he  now  makes  his  home  at 
Hopkinsville,  Kentucky,  while  the  mother  died  in  1898. 
Thev  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  named  as  fol- 
lows: Harlety  O. ;  Joseph  F.;  Bob  Ryan;  Ruric;  June 
L. ;  Musa;  Hope;  Dorcas  and  Jessie  G.  Mason. 

Bob  Ryan  Mason  was  educated  in  Robinson  county, 
Tennessee,  in  the  district  schools,  attending  at  such  odd 
season  as  he  found  freedom  from  the  work  of  the  home 
farm,  both  in  Tennessee  and  in  Texas,  after  the  family 
moved  to  this  state  in  1881.  They  settled  in  McL^-nnan 
county,  and  in  1887  Mr.  Mason  came  to  Waco,  where  he 
secured  employment  as  a  traveling  salesman  in  the  im- 
plement business.  He  traveled  in  that  capacity  for  five 
years  and  then  changed  his  line  to  furniture,  continuing 
as  a  salesman  for  another  four  years,  when  he  reverted 
to  machinery  again  and  entered  the  service  of  the  Inter- 
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national  Harvester  Company.  His  next  service  was  with 
the  American  Hound  Bale  Gin  Company,  and  he  was  with 
that  concern  for  five  years.  He  then,  in  1903,  became 
identified  with  the  Continental  Gin  Company  and  con- 
tinued as  traveling  salesman  for  that  firm  until  June, 
1913,  when  he  organized  the  Texas  Gin  Company,  with 
a  'capital  stock  of  $10,000.  The  firm  is  prospering  and 
bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the  leading  establishments  of 
its  kind,  already  operating  twelve  gins  in  various  cities 
of  the  state. 

Mr.  Mason  is  prominent  and  popular  in  Waco,  where 
he  has  long  been  known,  and  he  is  identified  with  numer- 
ous fraternal  and  other  societies  that  have  furthered  his 
popularity  and  extended  an  f\  or  \\  i.lfuing  acquaintance 
from  year  to  year.  Auiuhl;  tlicsr  :iri'  the  United  Com- 
mercial Travelers,  with  uhirli  lio  lia>  licen  afiiliated  for 
the  past  twenty  years;  the  Ttx.is  Travelers'  Association, 
of  which  he  is  vice  president;  and  the  Young  Men's 
Business  League  of  Waco,  one  of  the  valuable  and  pro- 
gressive organizations  of  the  city.  He  is  particularly 
fond  of  hunting,  and  that  sport  constitutes  his  chief 
recreation.  Generous  of  heart  and  mind,  Mr.  Mason 
finds  a  wholesome  pleasure  in  extending  timely  aid  to 
children  and  aged  people  who  have  need  of  friends,  and 
he  has  brightened  many  a  life  by  his  timely  assistance 
along  these  lines. 

A  Democrat,  he  has  done  good  work  for  the  party  in 
the  county,  and  his  influence  is  a  worthy  one  in  political 
circles.  He  has  never  been  an  office  seeker.  He  is  a 
property  holder  in  Waco  and  also  owns  property  in  other 
parts  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Mason  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Minne  Lee  Boyd,  whom  he  married  in  1894,  and 
she  died  in  1909,  leaving  one  child, — Herbert  M.  Mason. 
On  November  26,  1912,  he  married  Ida  Clare  Renfro,  at 
Brownwood. 

Herbert  Mason  is  a  student  at  Daniel  Baker  College 
in   Brownwood. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  and  he  is  an  elder  in  the  church. 

Amos  Manson  Curtis,  M.  D.  One  of  the  oldest  active 
practitioners  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  McLennan 
county  is  Dr.  Curtis,  who  attended  his  first  patients  and 
earned  his  first  fees  in  that  county  nearly  forty  years 
ago.  Dr.  Curtis  has  throughout  this  time  had  a  high 
standing  in  the  local  profession,  and  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  practice  gave  his  attention  to  a  general  cli- 
entage. A  few  years  ago,  however,  in  associating  with 
Dr.  Witte  he  established  a  sanitarium,  the  second  of  its 
kind  in  McLennan  county,  and  an  institution  which  has 
done  much  to  keep  this  section  up  to  the  best  standards 
in  facilities  and  methods  of  treating  disease  and  injury, 
and  the  establishment  has  many  times  justified  itself  not 
only  in  the  patronage  insured  to  its  proprietors,  but  also 
in  its  effective  service  to  the  general  public.  The  sani- 
tarium contains  fourteen  rooms,  three  trained  nurses  are 
regularly  employed,  and  this  number  is  occasionally  in- 
creased to  meet  the  demand. 

Dr.  Curtis  was  born  in  Clay  county.  North  Carolina, 
January  5,  1854.  His  father,  Watson  Curtis,  who  during 
his  long  career  acquired  prominence  in  his  locality,  was 
born  in  Buncombe  county,  North  Carolina,  in  1813,  and 
died  in  1898,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  but  after  his  removal  to  Clay  county  was 
elected  treasurer  and  sheriff,  and  had  a  very  important 
place  in  public  affairs.  The  mother  was  Elizabeth  Jones, 
who  *was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1822,  and  died  in 
1862.  Her  children  were:  Mary,  Sarah,  William  J.; 
Columbus   W.,    deceased;    Amos   M. ;    Julius;    John,    de- 


ceased :   Martha  and  Lillie. 

Dr.  Curtis  until  he  was  eig 
school  in  Clay  county,  and 


entered  the  Atlanta  Medical  College  at  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
where  he  was  graduated  M.  D.  in  1875.  Coming  to  Texas 
in  the  following  year,  Dr.  Curtis  established  himself  at 
Waco,  and  lived  and  prospered  as  a  general  physician  and 
surgeon  up  to  1909,  when  he  concentrated  his  attention  to 
the  sanitarium  in  association  with  Dr.  W.  S.  Witte. 
The  building  is  located  at  Eighth  and  Washington 
streets,  and  is  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  Curtis 
&  Witte. 

Dr.  Curtis  has  never  married,  and  in  the  absorbing 
work  of  his  profession,  in  extended  travel,  and  in  the 
many  interests  which  come  to  a  man  of  his  abilitv  and 
standing,  has  found  sufficient  reward  and  attraction  to 
balance  the  joys  of  domestic  life.  He  is  a  stockholder 
and  director  in  the  National  City  Bank  of  Waco,  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Waco  Savings  Association,  a  stockholder 
and  medical  director  in  the  Texas  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, afiihates  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  belongs  to 
the  McLennan  County  Medical  Society,  "the  Central  Texas 
District  Medical  Society,  the  Texas  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation and  the  American  Medical  Association.  For  one 
year  he  served  as  County  Physician,  and  in  politics  is  a 
"  ■       Democrat. 


teen  years  of  age,  attended 
aen  went  across  the  moun- 


tains into  East  Tennessee  and  studied  medicine  for  two 
years  with  Dr.  L.  W.  Duncan  at  the  town  of  Philadel- 
phia.    After   this   study   under   a   private   preceptor,   he 


A.  E.4ND0LPH  Wilson.  With  the  organization  of  the 
Amicable  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Waco,  March  8, 
1910,  A.  Eandolph  Wilson  came  to  this  city  to  accept 
the  positions  of  secretary  and  assistant  actuary,  capaci- 
ties in  which  he  had  had  wide  and  varied  experience  in 
the  East.  He  has  since  continued  among  the  business 
men  of  Waco,  and  has  firmly  established  his  right  to  be 
accounted  one  of  the  progressive  and  energetic  men  of 
this  progressive  and  energetic  city.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a 
native  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  born  February  28,  1882, 
a  son  of  George  M.  and  Mary  F.  (Thweatt)  Wilson. 
He  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Captain  Francis  Eppes,  an 
immigrant  to  Virginia  in  1625  from  England,  and  Henry 
Randolph  who  immigrated  to  Virginia  in  1643  from 
Northamptonshire,  England. 

George  M.  Wilson  was  born  on  the  Brierfield  planta- 
tion, in  Amelia  county,  Virginia,  January  13,  1842,  and 
has  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Old  Dominion  state,  where 
he  is  prominent  in  business  circles  as  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Tidewater  and  Western  Railway  Company. 
He  married  May  F.  Thweatt,  who  was  born  on  the  Ep- 
pington  plantation,  in  Chesterfield  county,  Virginia,  in 
185.5,  and  she  died  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  in  1908,  the 
mother  of  six  children,  as  follows:  Minnie,  who  is  now 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Robert,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  Richard  T., 
of  Richmond,  Virginia,  secretary  of  the  State  Corpora- 
tion Commission ;  Georgia  M.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  W. 
T.  Harris,  of  Richmond,  Virginia;  Florence  E.,  who  is 
the  wife  of  LeRoy  Roper,  of  Petersburg,  Virginia;  A. 
Randolph,  of  this  review;  and  Eilw.trd  L.,  of  Waco, 
clerk  of  the  Texas  National  Ex, Inn-,'  n.mk. 

A.  Randolph  Wilson  was  grai  .  ■  ,  '  clucational 
advantages  in  his  youth,   attcii,:     _    ■  In    and  high 

schools  of  Richmond,  and  tlim  nriiti-  tlic  Virginia 
Polytechnic  School,  from  which  he  ivas  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Sciences,  in  mechanical  and 
electrical  engineering.  After  completing  his  studies  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Virginia  Passenger  and  Power 
Company,  as  switch  and  motor  tester,  and  after  one  year 
went  to  New  York  with  the  Gray  National  Telautograph 
Company,  as  inspector,  in  1904."  When  he  resigned  his 
position  with  that  company,  three  years  later,  he  had  been 
advanced  to  the  position  of  manager  of  the  Cleveland 
(Ohio)  office.  His  next  connection  was  with  the  Life 
Insurance  Company  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  where  he  re- 
mained in  the  actuary  department  for  two  years,  and 
he  then  became  secretary  and  actuary  for  the  Eastern 
Life  Association  Company  of  Virginia,  at  Norfolk,  for 
one  year.  On  March  8,  1910,  he  accepted  his  present 
position  with  the  Amicable  Life  Insurance  Company 
when  it  was  organized  at  Waco,  and  at  this  time  he  is 
a  stockholder  and  director  in  the  company.     From  the 
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time  of  bis  youth  Mr.  Wilson  has  sradually  progressed 
until  he  now"  stands  as  one  of  the  directing  heads  of  an 
enterprise  which  figures  prominently  in  business  circles 
throughout  the  Southwest,  and  he  owes  his  advancement 
to  the  fact  that  he  has  thoroughly  mastered  every  task 
devolving  upon  him,  the  readiness  with  which  he  has  rec- 
ognized and  grasped  opportunities  and  to  his  adapta- 
tion of  new  conditions  evolved  in  business  life  to  the 
needs  of  the  present  day.  He  enjoys  fishing  and  hunting, 
and  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  mathematics, 
but  aside  froni  these  diversions  his  business  and  his  home 
keep  him  fullv  occupied,  both  of  which  bear  testimony  of 
his  careful  consideration.  His  home  is  located  at  No. 
1919  Columbus  street,  in  addition  to  which  he  is  the 
owner  of  some  valuable  real  estate  in  Waco.  Mr.  Wil- 
son is  independent  in  his  political  views,  and  has  had 
no  desire  to  seek  public  office. 

On  February  28,  1910,  Mr.  Wilson  was  married  at 
Christianburg,"  Virginia,  to  Miss  Gertrude  H.  Spindle, 
daughter  of  E.  B.  Spindle,  of  Christianburg,  a  whole- 
sale and  retail  grocery  merchant.  Two  bright  and  in- 
teresting children  have  been  born  to  this  union:  Gertrude 
H.  and  Mary  E. 

WiLLl.\M  H.  Brooks.  A  very  successful  architect, 
whose  business  headquarters  are  in  Waco,  but  whose 
practice  has  extended  into  many  diverse  quarters  of  the 
state,  is  William  H.  Brooks,  who  has  been  a  permanent 
resident  of  the  state  during  the  last  thirty  years  and 
has  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  building  construction  and 
to  his  profession  as  an  architect. 

William  H.  Brooks  was  born  at  Tehuaeana,  in  Free- 
stone eountv,  Texas,  November  9,  1862.  His  father, 
William  Brooks,  born  in  November,  1832,  came  to  Texas 
when  a  voung  man,  about  1858,  and  before  the  war  was 
a  ranch  "man  and  after  the  struggle  between  the  states 
was  engaged  in  merchandising.  During  the  war  he 
fought  on  the  Confederate  side  as  a  member  of  a  Texas 
regiment,  and  when  the  Southern  troops  returned  to  their 
homes  he  moved  from  Texas  to  Butler,  Alabama,  locating 
at  Greenville,  where  he  was  an  enterprising  merchant  up 
to  1879.  His  health  failed  in  that  year,  and  his  oldest 
son  William,  then  had  to  leave  school  and  take  charge  of 
the  store  until  1884.  The  father  passed  away  in  1888, 
having  been  fairlv  successful  as  a  business  man  and  leav- 
ing a  worthv  name  to  his  descendants.  The  mother  was 
Mrs  Annie  "E.  McCann,  who  was  born  in  Butler  county, 
Alabama,  in  1844,  and  who  died  in  1907.  Then-  six 
children  were  named  William  H.,  Charles  L.,  Louis,  Ld- 
lian,   Edward  and   Hubbard,  both  of   whom   died  in   in- 

W"illiam  H.  Brooks  was  three  years  old  when  the  fam- 
ily returned  to  Alabama,  and  his  schooling  was  acquired 
in  Butler  county  of  that  state  until  he  was  seventeen 
years  old.  He  continued  a  resident  there  until  1884, 
having  for  several  years  had  the  actual  management  of 
his  father 's  store.  On  his  return  to  Texas  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two,  he  located  in  Falls  county,  and  spent  the  first 
five  v'ears  in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  designing  and 
planning  and  construction  of  buildings  has  been  a  nat- 
ural gift  and  almost  a  passion  with  him  since  childhood, 
and  at  the  end  of  his  farming  experience  he  entered 
actively  upon  his  profession,  and  has  made  of  it  an  ex- 
cellent" success.  His  headquarters  were  at  Marlin,  Falls 
county,  up  to  1903,  in  which  year  he  moved  to  Waco. 
In  that  city  he  was  employed  by  other  architects  until 
1911,  when"  he  set  up  in  business  for  himself,  and  now 
enjovs  a  good  practice  and  a  growing  reputation.  He 
has  "been  commissioned  as  architect  for  a  number  of 
public  and  business  structures  in  outside  cities  and  towns. 
He  drew  the  plans  for  the  courthouse,  the  First  Baptist 
church  and  the  high  school  building  at  Anson,  in  Jones 
county.  Mr.  Brooks  is  a  single  man,  is  affiliated  with 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church,  and  in  politics  a  loyal  Democrat.  Besides  some 
property  in  Waco,  he  owns  his  former  residence  in  Mar- 


lin, Falls  county.  With  him  his  business  is  his  chief 
interest,  and  he  occasionally  takes  his  pleasure  in  a  fish- 
ing or  hunting   trip. 

CoRXELius  MoxROE  Hearx.  When  Mr.  Hearn  first 
became  a  resident  of  Kaufman  county  in  1868,  he  was  a 
boy  of  about  fourteen,  and  the  remainder  of  his  youth 
was  spent  in  the  then  pioneer  condition  of  this  section 
of  Texas.  He  eventually  became  a  farmer,  a  successful 
one  at  that,  and  from  prosperity  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil 
and  producer  of  crops  gradually  extended  his  enterprise 
to  local  industry  and  business,"  and  is  now  one  of  the 
leaders  in  the  co'mmunity  of  ilabank  in  Kaufman  county. 

Mr.  Hearn  belongs  to"  a  very  old  and  prominent  family 
in  southern  history.  There  is  sufficient  data  to  prove  the 
family  line  in  consecutive  order  back  to  the  year  1066,  in 
English  history,  the  date  when  William  the  Conqueror 
beat  down  the  ancient  Britons  and  established  a  new  era 
in  the  life  of  the  English  Isles.  A  number  of  genera- 
tions later,  one  of  the  descendants  immigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, and  established  a  home  during  the  colonial  epoch. 
Elijah  Hearn,  the  great-grandfather  of  the  Mabank 
business  man,  had  a  family  of  children  at  the  time  the 
war  for  independence  was  fought.  Elijah  Hearn  died  in 
Morgan  county,  Georgia,  the  father  of  sixteen  children. 
He  was  nearly  one  hundred  years  of  age  when  his  death 
occurred,  and  thirteen  of  his  children  reached  mature 
years  and  spent  their  lives  in  Georgia.  William  Hearn, 
the  grandfather,  was  born  in  Essex  county,  Maryland,  in 
1791,  was  married  in  W>st  Moreland  county,  Virginia, 
and  early  in  his  married  career  settled  in  Georgia,  where 
he  died  in  1851,  in  Alabama.  He  was  the  youngest  in 
the  large  family  of  sixteen  children  just  mentioned,  and 
took  part  in  the  war  of  1812  in  General  Floyd 's  com- 
mand. He  lived  a  quiet  and  industrious  life,  was  de- 
voted to  agriculture  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  the  min- 
istry of  the  Methodist  church  on  the  other,  until  his 
death.  William  Hearn  married  Martha  Stephens,  who 
died  in  Autauga  county.  Alabama.  Their  children  were 
Malinda,  who  married  Jephtha  Yarbrough,  and  died  in 
Autauga  county,  Alabama ;  Zina,  who  married  D.  L. 
Bunn.  and  spent  her  final  years  in  Eandolph  county, 
Alabama ;  Elizabeth,  who  married  W.  E.  Thompson,  and 
died  near  West  Plains,  Arkansas;  Martha,  who 
married  Jackson  Harris,  and  also  died  in  the 
same  locality  of  Arkansas ;  Jon  C,  who  died  in  Au- 
tauga county,  Alabama ;  Thomas  S.,  who  died  in  Geor- 
gia: Elijah,  who  died  in  Alabama;  William,  who  died  in 
Arkansas  near  West  Plains;  Benjamin,  who  died  in 
Georgia;  Eachel,  who  spent  her  last  years  in  Autauga 
county,  Alabama ;  James  Henry,  father  of  the  Mabank 
business  man;  Sarah  A.,  who  died  in  Georgia  as  Mrs. 
Johnson;  Lucy  Jane,  T\ho  married  Samuel  Ware,  and 
died  in  Autauga  county.  Rev.  Hearn,  the  father  of 
these  children,  married  for  a  second  time  Catherine  Snell, 
who  had  one  son,  Joshua,  whose  whereabouts  since  the 
war  between  the  states  have  not  been  known. 

James  Henry  Hearn,  one  of  the  venerable  citizens  of 
JIabank,  whose  active  life  as  a  farmer  only  closed  with 
ripening  old  age,  was  born  in  Favette  county,  Georgia, 
December  25,  1835.  He  brought"  his  family  to  Texas 
from  Elmore  county,  Alabama,  after  the  Civil  war.  He 
was  reared  in  his  native  county  of  Fayette  in  Georgia, 
and  his  education  came  from  the  old  log  sehoolhouse  of 
the  primitive  times.  His  boyhood  was  spent  in  Ala- 
bama in  comfort  and  without  special  incident  until 
the  death  of  his  father,  and  at  that  time  the  ne- 
cessity for  self-support  was  first  borne  upon  ■  him. 
Like  most  of  his  ancestors  he  followed  the  life 
of  the  farm,  and  started  out  independently  as  soon 
as  he  had  married.  Settling  in  Chambers  county,  Ala- 
bama, just  across  the  line  from  Georgia,  he  lived  there 
three  years  and  then  took  up  his  residence  in  Coosa 
county",  where  he  lived  until  after  the  war.  James 
Henry  Hearn  made  a  gallant  record  as  a  soldier,  dur- 
ing the  war  between  the  states.     On  February  1,  1862,  he 
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enlisteil  in  the  Confederate  army  as  a  ])rivate  in  Captain 
George  E.  Brewer 's  Company  A,  Col.  ilike  Wood 's 
Fortysixtli  Alabama  Infantry,  in  command  of  Taylor's 
Brigade  of  Tennessee  Army.  His  first  fight  vras  a  small 
engagement  at  Tazewell,  Tennessee.  He  was  with  the 
array  in  the  defense  of  Vicksburg,  and  took  part  in  many 
of  the  engagements  leading  up  to  the  crucial  time  of 
that  defense.  He  was  at  Baker's  Creek,  Champion  Hill, 
Big  Black  Eiver,  and  then  was  fighting  from  within  the 
defenses  of  the  city  itself.  When  the  city  surrendered 
to  General  Grant  in  July,  1SS3,  the  paroled  soldiers  of 
the  Forty-sixth  Mississippi  were  ordered  to  Demopolis, 
Alabama,  and  were  there  again  equijiped  for  further 
service,  and  sent  north  to  reinforce  General  Bragg 's 
army  at  Chickamauga.  They  arrived  too  late  to  take 
part  in  the  battle,  but  went  to  Chattanooga,  and  Mr. 
Hearn  fought  at  Lookout  Mountain  and  Missionary 
Ridge,  and  was  in  the  command  which  faced  the  Federal 
advance  during  the  campaign  against  Atlanta.  He  fought 
at  Dalton,  and  other  engagements,  and  at  .Toneshoro  a 
minie  ball  from  a  Yankee  gun  pas-;.  .I  tliVMin^li  lii-^  riylit 
arm  into  his  right  side  angularly  :iiiil  i.i^-cl  mit  aliont 
four  inches  to  the  right  of  the  s|iiii:il  .uluinii.  This 
wound  rendered  him  unfit  for  furlhei  service  fhuing 
the  war.  He  lay  in  the  hospital  from  the  31st  of 
August,  the  day  he  was  shot,  for  two  months,  at  Macon, 
C^eorgia.  He  suffered  the  torments  of  gangrene  poison, 
and  barely  escaped  with  his  life.  He  was  furloughed 
home  as  an  invalid,  and  had  little  capacity  for  hard 
labor  for  some  years  after  the  war.  At  his  last  battle 
when  he  received  his  wound,  he  was  wearing  the  stripes 
of  a  sergeant,  being  first  sergeant  of  his  company. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  James  Henry  Hearn  found 
himself  stripped  of  all  his  property,  anil  had  a  small 
family  to  provide  for.  Like  many  ntlier  brave  and  reso- 
lute men  of  the  south,  he  adapted  linii-iilt'  tn  roiiditions 
as  they  were,  and  sought  to  build  n|i  lii^  tortim,'  on  his 
farm.  As  the  outlook  was  not  inniniviii^  in  the  old 
home  vicinity  he  decided  to  seek  friends  niid  fortune  fur- 
ther west.  He  journeyed  liy  way  of  lioat  from  Wetumka, 
Alabama,  around  by  New  Orleans,  and  finally  arrived  at 
Shreveport,  Louisiana,  in  1S6S.  From  there  the  family 
journeyed  by  rail  to  Marshall,  which  was  then  the  ter- 
minus of  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Eailroad,  and  thence  by 
private  conveyance  reached  College  Mound  in  Kaufman 
county.  When  he  was  finally  settled  and  had  his  pro- 
gram well  laid  out,  ilr.  Hearn  began  investing  in  land 
in  Kaufman  county,  at  prices  ranging  from  one  dollar 
and  a  half  to  three  dollars  and  a  half  per  acre.  He 
lived  modestly  and  quietly,  kept  aloof  from  politics,  im- 
proved his  land  and  preuii^.'^.  riirMiir:iL;.'.l  i>dnrntion  by 
aiding  the  erection  of  sev('i:il  srlin-illiuiis.><,  during  the 
thirty-two  years  of  resideiirc,  an'l  .  .mi  i  iliuti'd  ;il^o  to  the 
burden  of  church  work  and  church  responsibilities.  Hi 
saw  his  children  grow  to  become  men  and  women,  and 
go  out  into  the  world  as  tillers  of  the  soil  with  educa- 
tions obtained  in  their  own  community.  With  such  a 
career  behind  him,  it  is  not  st'range  that  .Tames  Henry 
Hearn  has  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  liin 
and  he  is  one  of  the  best  known  incu  in  Kaufman 
county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
church,  and  in  politics  is  a  Democrat. 

On  February  16,  18.54,  James  Henry  Hearn  was  mar- 
ried in  Harris  county,  Georgia,  to  Miss  Burkhalter,  a 
daughter  of  John  Burkhalter,  a  South  Carolina  man,  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  an  ardent  southerner  who  fur- 
nished several  sons  for  the  army.  Mrs.  Hearn  died 
August  21,  1899.  The  children  of' James  H.  Hearn  and 
wife  are:  Cornelius  M.;  Martha  E.,  of  Long  Beach, 
California,  who  first  married  Andrew  Hunter,  and  sec- 
ond H.  P.  Paschal;  John,  a  'farmer  of  Kaufman  county: 
William,  of  Hastings,  Oklahoma;  Clinton,  who  died  at 
Coleman,  Texas,  in  April  1913,  and  left  a  family; 
George  E.,  who  died  at  Hastings,  Oklahoma,  leaving  a 
family;    Mary,   wife  of   David  Kerley   of  Scurry,   Kauf- 


man county,  Texas;  David,  of  Hastings,  Oklahoma,  and 
Lee,  of  Van  Zandt  county,  Texas. 

Cornelius  M.  Hearn,  who  was  born  in  Alabama,  De- 
cember 24,  1854,  grew  up  at  College  Mound,  and  at- 
tended school  there.  His  elementary  schooling  had 
been  received  in  his  native  state.  When  he  married  he 
settled  on  rented  land  and  lived  there  two  years,  and 
then  moved  to  the  locality  three  miles  north  of  Ma- 
bank,  where  he  bought  land  and  maile  a  farm.  When 
he  had  gained  some  independence  and  much  experience 
he  became  a  stock  trader,  a  dealer,  and  eventually  a 
shipper.  At  the  same  time  he  conducted  farming  on  a 
large  s.-alo.  put  t^^o  hundred  and  fifty  acres  under  the 
plow,  nil. I  lilt  iiiiiitily  became  owner  of  many  more  acres. 
He  coiitiiinni  :iiri\rly  with  the  farm  until  1898,  when 
he  enf^ai^iil  in  rho  gin  business  and  moved  to  "Old 
Lawndale, ' '  from  which  locality  he  moved  to  ilabank, 
in  1900.  At  Mabank  he  erected  a  gin  of  four  stands, 
seventy  saws,  having  since  improved  it  to  a  six-stand 
eighty-saw  plant.  To  the  ginning  operations  he  now  de- 
votes most  of  his  time.  Mr.  Hearn  has  shown  his 
faitli  and  loyalty  to  his  comnumity  at  M.-il.aiik,  in  the 
erection  of  a  fine  two-story  residence,  tlie  finest  home  in 
the  town.  An  immense  barn  stands  near,  and  both  build- 
ings suggest  the  substantial  character  of  their  owner. 
Mr.  Hearn  also  assisted  in  organizing  the  First  !Xational 
Bank  of  Mabank. 

In  politics  he  is  a  voter  with  the  Texas  Democracy, 
and  belongs  to  the  Baptist  church.  Fraternally  he  has 
been  master  of  his  Masonic  Lodge  at  ^Mabank  and  be- 
longs to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  but  takes  only  moderate 
interest  in  fraternal  affairs. 

On  June  2,  1877,  Mr.  Hearn  married  Miss  Agnes  Aly, 
a  daughter  of  John  Aly.  Her  father  came  to  Texas 
from  Tennessee  and  was  twice  married.  Mrs.  Hearn 
was  reared  in  the  home  of  relatives.  The  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hearn  are  Dr.  Robert  E.,  of  Mabank,  who 
graduated  in  medicine  at  Louisville,  Kentucky;  Amy, 
wife  of  E.  E.  Treadwell  of  Mabank,  and  has  one  son, 
Lawrence  W.;  Fannie,  Neelie  and  Helen  live  at  home. 

Thomas  Pierce  Stone.  In  a  career  which  has  Ijeen 
fruitful  in  accomplishments  and  the  usual  rewards  ,,f  suc- 
cess, ilr.  Stone  has  been  the  chief  lurtur  m  ^liiij-mu  liis 
own  destiny,  and  as  a  hard-workiiiL;  nud  nuiliiinn;-  indi- 
vidual has  progressed  from  one  stuyo  .it  airiiin|il!sliniiuits 
to  the  next  higher  until  for  a  numlier  of  years  he  has 
been  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Waco  and 
also  a  man  prominent  in  local  and  state  affairs. 

Thomas  Pierce  Stone  was  born  at  Lewisville,  Arkansas, 
May  5,  1860.  His  father,  Andrew  J.  Stone,  was  born  at 
Greenville,  South  Carolina,  June  10,  1833.  In  1S66  he 
moved  to  Texas  and  settled  in  Milam  county.  A  farmer 
by  occupation,  he  was  a  man  of  considerable  enterprise 
and  prominence,  was  a  teacher  for  five  or  six  years  in 
Texas,  and  served  as  treasurer  of  Milam  county  for  six 
years.  His  death  occurred  January  29,  1893.  He  mar- 
ried Emily  F.  Butler,  a  sister  of  Gen.  M.  C.  Butler,  of 
South  Carolina.  She  was  born  at  Greenville.  South  Caro- 
lina, Decemlier  11,  1838,  and  now  lives  at  the  venerable 
age  of  seventy-five  with  her  son  in  Waco.  The  six  chil- 
dren comprising  the  family  were  as  follows :  William  B., 
now  deceased;  Jessie  B.;  Thomas  P.;  Jennie  T.,  de- 
ceased; Andrew  F.,  deceased;  and  Nathaniel  C,  de- 
ceased. 

The  early  education  of  Thomas  P.  Stone  was  limited 
and  his  opportunities  for  acquiring  it  intermittent.  At 
odd  times,  sometimes  for  two  weeks,  and  then  for  only 
two  or  three  days  consecutively,  he  attended  country 
schools  in  Texas  until  he  was  seventeen  yeais  of  age. 
As  a  result  of  the  war  between  the  states  his  father  had 
been  ruined  financially,  and  his  health  had  l)een  so  weak- 
ened that  he  was  seriously  handica|ipeil  in  jirosecuting  his 
business,  and  in  consequence  his  children  had  to  take  a 
hand  at  an  early  age  in  earning  their  own  way  and  con- 
tributing   to    the    general    family    support.     Thomas    P. 
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Stone  kept  hard  at  work  on  a  farm  until  he  was  twenty- 
four  years  of  age.  Moving  to  Cameron,  in  Milan  county, 
he  then  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
P.  S.  Ford.  In  1S8S  he  was  granted  a  license  to  prac- 
tice in  the  state  courts,  and  received  his  admission  to 
the  Federal  courts  in  1SS9.  Even  his  law  education 
came  as  a  result  of  hard  study  in  spare  time,  his  days 
being  devoted  to  business,  and  his  nights  to  the  reading 
of  his  law  books.  While  during  the  twenty-five  years  of 
his  practice  Mr.  Stone  has  tried  cases  involving  all  the 
general  principles  of  jurisprudence,  he  has  specialized  in 
civil  law  and  land  titles  law,  and  in  that  field  is  regarded 
as  an  attorney  possessing  peculiar  qualifications  and 
especial  strength,  so  that  he  is  a  valuable  ally  to  his 
clients.  In  1889  Mr.  Stone  moved  to  Waco,  and  has 
had  his  home  and  his  business  in  that  city.  While  his 
practice  has  always  been  the  main  consideration  with 
him,  he  has  at  different  times  worked  for  the  public  wel- 
fare, and  has  acquired  some  business  interests,  including 
a  position  as  stockholder  in  the  Citizens'  National  Bank 
of  Waco.  Mr.  Stone  has  never  married  and  has  been  de- 
votedly loyal  to  his  mother,  who  resides  with  him. 

In  politics  a  leader  of  the  local  Democracy,  he  repre- 
sented his  district  in  the  State  Senate  from  190-1  to  1908, 
during  the  twenty-ninth  and  thirtieth  legislature.  T'or 
that  office  he  was  nominated  and  elected  without  oppo- 
sition, and  his  work  as  senator  was  highly  creditable  and 
of  a  quality  that  might  well  be  emulated.  Mr.  Stone  is 
one  of  the  men  who  regard  the  body  of  Texas  statutes 
on   special   laws   as   sufficiently   large,   except  as   special 


issues  arise  requiring  further  ex 

close  watch  upnn  niiinit   Ic-i-l.i 
ting  out  any  cni  1 II J  if  iiir:i-iii  i  -  li' 

books,  and  at  tlir  s.-imr  ti [■(■ 

the    laws    already    written    there 
he    is   an    Episcopalian 


,  and  for  this  rea- 
•iiiisisti'd  chiefly  in  keeping  a 
-l.it'iiii,  |ireventing  and  ciit- 
-  Ii.in-  milled  to  the  statute 
'  pel  tcitiug  and  simplifying 
iierein.  In  religious  affairs 
affiliated    with    the    Masonic 


order,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Fraternal 
Brotherhood.  Mr.  Stone  was  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
United  Sons  of  Confederate  Veterans  of  the  South, 
having  been  elected  to  that  office  at  the  Dallas  Eeunion 
in  1902,  and  served  until  the  Eeunion  at  New  Orleans 
in  1903. 

Walter  B.  Allen.  One  of  the  concerns  to  which  the 
city  of  Amarillo  owes  its  prestige  as  a  center  of  com- 
mercial activity  is  the  Waples-Platter  Grocer  Company, 
wholesale  dealers  in  groceries  and  grocery  specialties. 
The  manager  of  the  concern,  Walter  B.  Allen,  has  made 
himself  a  distinct  factor  in  the  business  lite  of  the  city, 
and  he  has  resided  here  since  1905.  He  is  a  Texan  by 
nativity,  born  at  San  Felipe,  Austin  county,  August  3, 
1872,  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Catherine  (Penn)  Allen. 

On  the  paternal  side  of  the  family  Mr.  Allen  is  of 
Scotch  ancestry,  and  is  a  grandson  of  Benjamin  Allen, 
Sr.,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Austin  county,  Texas,  where  his 
son  Benjamin  was  born.  The  latter  was  for  many  years 
a  prominent  stockman  and  farmer,  and  is  now  living  at 
Fort  Worth,  Texas.  During  the  Civil  war  he  fought  in 
the  coast  defense  service.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat, 
and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  church. 
He  was  first  married  to  Catherine  Penn,  a  direct  de; 
scendant  of  William  Penn  and  a  daughter  of  Columbus 
Penn  and  sister  of  Mrs.  A.  M.  Ireland,  whose  husband, 
Hon.  John  Ireland,  was  at  one  time  governor  of  Texas. 
Mrs.  Allen  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  was  an  infant  when 
taken  to  Mississippi,  coming  to  Texas  as  a  child  with  her 
parents,  who  settled  at  the  old  town  of  Eutersville,  near 
LaGrange.  Her  death  occurred  in  1876,  when  she  was 
thirty-two  years  of  age.  She  was  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Leila  L.  and  Walter  B.  Two  years  after  the 
death  of  his  first  wife  Benjamin  Allen  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Parker,  a  daughter  of  W.  A.  Parker,  who  re- 
sided near  the  present  town  of  Brookshire,  in  Waller 
county,  Texas,  and  to  this  union  there  were  born  three 
daughters  and  one  son.     Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  still 


survive,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  early  years  of  toil, 
and  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  know  them. 

Walter  B.  Allen  was  but  three  years  of  age  when  his 
mother  died,  and  during  the  two  years  that  followed  he 
made  his  home  with  an  aunt,  Mrs.  B.  L.  Penn,  but  after 
his  father's  second  marriage  he  returned  to  the  home 
farm  and  was  tenderly  reared  by  his  stepmother,  whom 
he  will  ever  hold  in  fond  remembrance.  Until  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Austin  and  Fort  Bend  counties,  and  his  first  employment 
was  on  his  father's  farm.  After  leaving  the  parental 
roof  he  went  to  Georgetown,  where  for  three  years  he 
was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  establishment  of  W.  Y. 
Penn,  dealer  in  jewelry,  books,  and  stationery,  subse- 
quently going  to  Fort  Bend  county  with  his  father, 
where  for  one  year  they  conducted  a  saw  mill,  its  product 
being  shipped  to  Houston.  Mr.  Allen  next  went  to  Fort 
Worth,  where  for  four  years  he  was  in  the  retail  grocery 
business  in  the  employ  of  others,  after  which  he  took 
charge  of  the  cigar  stand  in  the  Delaware  Hotel,  Fort 
Worth,  for  the  wholesale  grocery  and  cigar  firm  of  Wa- 
ples-Platter Grocer  Company.  After  one  year  his  faithful 
and  able  services  won  him  a  position  on  the  regular  sell- 
ing force  of  this  concern,  and  he  continued  as  house  and 
traveling  salesman  until  July  1,  1911,  when  the  com- 
pany opened  a  wholesale  branch  of  their  grocery  business 
at  AmariUo,  in  the  Savage  Building,  at  the  corner  of 
First  and  Lincoln  streets.  At  this  time  Mr.  Allen  was 
made  manager  of  this  branch,  with  a  traveling  force  of 
five  men,  the  equipment  of  the  firm  being  modern  in 
every  detail,  with  railway  facilities  and  switches  and  a 
floor  space  of  about  11,000  square  feet.  On  September 
1,  1918,  the  company  leased  and  moved  into  the  Blair 
&  Hughes  Building,  at  the  corner  of  First  and  Filmore 
streets,  where  they  have  much  larger  quarters,  their 
floor  space  covering  about  14,000  square  feet.  The  firm 
not  only  has  a  large  and  constantly  growing  trade  at 
Amarillo,  but  a  large  tributary  business  as  well,  and 
much  of  the  success  of  the  enterprise  may  be  attributed 
to  the  untiring  energy  and  business  ability  of  Mr.  Allen, 
who  has  brought  to  his  work  an  enthusiasm  that  he  has 
been  able  to  instill  in  those  working  with  him.  Among 
his  associates  he  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  more  than  or- 
dinary acumen  and  judgment,  and  the  success  he  has 
achieved  has  been  most  gratifying  to  the  officers  of  the 
main  house,  who  have  placed  the  most  implicit  confi- 
dence in  him.  He  has  been  interested  in  other  ventures 
of  a  commercial  nature,  and  at  this  time  owns  a  one- 
half  interest  in  the  firm  of  Horn  &  Allen,  general  mer- 
chants at  Channing,  Texas.  As  a  member  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  and  the  Amarillo  Business  Men  's  Asso- 
ciation he  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  forward  the  in- 
terests of  his  adopted  city,  and  he  has  on  every  occasion 
shown  himself  an  enthusiastic  "booster"  for  Amarillo 
and  the  Panhandle  in  general.  In  politics  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, but  he  has  found  no  time  to  enter  into  public  af- 
fairs. His  religious  connection  is  with  the  Presbyterian 
church. 

On  October  29,  1902,  Mr.  Allen  was  married  at  Weath- 
erford,  Texas,  to  Miss  Mamie  Buster,  who  was  born  m 
Washington  county,  Texas,  a  daughter  of  W.  G.  Buster, 
an  old  settler  of  Washington  county.  Mr.  Buster  died 
at  his  home  in  Weatherford  March  8,  1914.  Mr  and 
Mrs  Allen  became  the  parents  of  three  children:  Cath- 
erine Edwina,  who  was  born  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  June 
24,  1904-  Walter  Buster,  born  at  Amarillo,  Texas,  August 
13  1907!  and  who  died  in  this  city  December  13,  1912; 
and  Frank  Penn,  born  at  Amarillo,  June  13,  1910.  The 
family  home  of  the  Aliens  is  situated  at  1700  Van  Buren 
street,  Amarillo. 

Dr.  Horatio  L.  Tate,  a  retired  physician  of  Lindale, 
Texas,  has  been  a  resident  of  Smith  county  for  more 
than  three  score  years  and  has  contributed  his  part  in 
the  progressive  activities  of  this  locality. 

Dr.  Tate  was  born  in  Elbert  county,  Georgia,  Septem- 
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ber  4,  1S41,  and  in  1850,  when  a  bov  of  nine  Tears,  was 
brought  to  Texas.  His  father,  Zimr'i  Tate,  emigrated  to 
Texas  that  year.  They  made  the  journey  via  New  Or- 
leans, where  they  transferred  to  a  Bed  River  boat  for 
Shreveport,  Louisiana,  the  head  of  navigation  of  that 
river,  and  at  that  point  Mr.  Tate  bought  a  team  and 
with  his  family  started  across  country  to  Dallas.  Pri- 
vate conveyance  was  the  only  mode  of  travel  for  a  fam- 
ily here  in  that  day.  When  they  reached  Grand  Saline,  a 
break-down  in  their  traveling  equipment  brought  a  change 
in  their  plans,  and  instead  of  going  on  to  Dallas  they 
made   settlement   in   Smith   county. 

Dr.  Tate's  father,  his  grandfather  and  his  great-grand- 
father were  named  Zimri.  The  first  Zimri  Tate  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier  and  was  with  Washington 's  army 
at  Valley  Forge  during  that  memorable  winter  noted  for 
its  severity.  The  second  Zimri  Tate,  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, moved  to  Georgia,  where  he  was  twice  married. 
He  was  the  father  of  ten  children,  among  them  being 
Zimri,  James,  Horatio,  Jacob  and  Elias. 

Zimri  Tate,  the  father  of  Horatio  L.,  was  liberally  ed- 
ucated, was  a  close  observer  of  affairs  and  a  participant 
in  local  matters.  He  was  a  Bible  student  and  an  ardent 
Methodist,  and  he  contributed  materially  to  church  and 
school  support  in  Smith  county.  For  several  years  he 
served  on  the  board  of  County  Commissioners.  During 
the  latter  part  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  quartermaster 
and  assistant  commissary  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment, and  he  furnished  a  sou  for  the  Confederate 
army.  He  was  born  in  1833  and  died  in  lfl07.  His  first 
wife,  Rebecca  (McKinley)  Tate,  a  daugh'ter  of  Roliert 
McKinley,  died  in  1863.  Their  only  child  is  Horatio  L. 
For  his  second  wife  he  married  Mrs.  Nancy  Terrj-.  By 
this  marriage  there  was  no  issue.  His  third  marriage 
was  to  Mrs.  Mag  Riolehoober,  by  which  union  there  was 

Horatio  L.  Tate  spent  his  childhood  at  the  old  home 
his  father  established  north  of  Lindale.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  near  his  home  and  later  the  Tyler 
school  and  the  reputable  school  at  Bunker  Hill,  Texas. 
After  this  he  taught  school  a  few  months,  and  then  began 
the  study  of  medicine.  In  January,  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
Captain  Hamilton's  company  of  infantry.  Bates'  regi- 
ment, and  served  with  it  three  months.  Then  he  joined 
Company  E  of  Colonel  Brown 's  battalion  of  cavalry. 
He  was  in  the  fight  at  Matagorda,  Texas,  where  attempt 
was  made  to  relieve  some  Confederates  threatened  with 
capture,  and  when  the  war  closed  he  was  with  his  com- 
mand at  a  point  near  Brenham,  Texas. 

With  the  restoration  of  peace,  Horatio  L.  Tate  re- 
sumed citizenship  at  his  home  in  Smith  county.  Again 
he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  and  in  the  s|iring  of 
1869  lie  graduated  from  the  New  Orleans  School  of 
JJedicine.  When  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
it  was  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  had  been  reared, 
and  here  his  professional  work  covered  a  period  of  thirty- 
seven  years.  He  aided  in  the  orgauizatinn  of  the  Smith 
County  Medical  Society  and  tlio  Trxa-^  State  Medical 
Society,  and  while  in  active  injrih,-  In.  frequently  read 
papers  at   the  meetings   of   tlir^.-   ni  ^:iiii;  .-itiuns. 

Dr.  Tate  was  a  pioneer  iii  the  truck  and  fruit  in- 
dustry of  Smith  county.  His  entry  into  that  field  and 
the  success  he  attained  caused  him  to  relax  his  hold  upon 
his  professional  work  and  devote  himself  exclusively  to 
horticulture.  He  became  one  of  the  large  growers  of 
the  county  and  familiarized  himself  with  the  scientific 
as  well  as  the  practical  side  of  it.  He  identified  himself 
with   the   Lindale   Fruit   Glowers'   Tiiioii    and   with    such 

other   movements   as   promised    well    tnr    tl iitrnme   of 

the  new  and  important  ventuir.  Ilr  \\;is  .'i  .miti  iUutor 
to  the  agricultural  and  hortic  iiltiir:il  pirss,  hkmIc  ad- 
dresses before  East  Texas  meetings  of  liuil   i^iowcis  and 

otherwise  exhibited  his  enthusiasm  as  a  pearl I  Ijerry 

man.  The  canning  industry  at  Lindale  followed  closely 
upon  the  heels  of  the  demonstration  of  this  i-ouiitry  as  a 
fruit  region,  and  Dr.  Tate  took  stock  in  the  Lindale  Can- 


ning Company  and  is  one  of  the  directors  of  it.  Also 
he  is  a  director  of  the  State  Guaranty  Bank  of  Lindale. 

In  mi.ldle  life,  Dr.  Tate  was  a  part  of  the  political 
machinery  of  his  county.  As  a  Democrat  ho  was  elected 
to  the  State  Legislature  for  several  terms,  anil  he  was 
the  originator  of  the  law  establishing  the  reformatory 
for  juvenile  offenders,  which  institution  was  sulisoqnciitly 
located  at  Gatesville.  He  was  chairman  of  the  commit  tee 
of  the  lower  house  on  penitentiaries  and  was  a  member  of 
the  committee  on  State  Affairs  and  of  the  Public  Lands 
committee. 

Fraternallv.  the  Doctor  is  a  Mason;  religiouslv,  a 
Motliodist.  li'.iviiii;  Inch  identified  with  the  church  for  a 
[iciiud  nf  ,i\  rr  tliirt  V  live  years. 

In  .h ,   iMil.   In.  Tate  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Terry  were 

miitrd  ill  iiiairiagc,  in  Smith  county,  and  the  children 
born  to  them  are  as  follows:  Rebecca,  who  died  here 
as  Mrs.  W.  T.  Cannon ;  Ida,  wife  of  F.  M.  Boyd,  of  Lin- 
dale; Lula,  wife  of  John  S.  Ogburn,  also  of  Lindale, 
and  Horatio,  wife  of  J.  N.  Ferryman,  of  Emory,  Texas. 
Mrs.  Tate  is  a  native  of  Texas  and  a  daughter  of  John 
Terry,  who  came  to  this  state  from  Mississippi  a  few 
years  before  her  birth. 

David  Cullen  McNaik  represents  a  family  w-hich  has 
been  identified  with  eastern  and  central  Texas  since  ante- 
bellum days.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Kaufman  county 
since  1866,  but  was  born  in  Madison  county,  Texas,  De- 
cember 7,  18.58.  His  father  was  .John  i?oderick  Mc- 
Nair,  who  spent  his  career  in  Madison,  Navarro  and 
Kaufman  counties,  dying  in  the  latter  in  1874.  The 
grandfather  was  John  Roderick  McNair,  Sr.,  a  teacher, 
lawyer  and  doctor,  who  came  to  Texas  some  years  prior 
to  the  war  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  career  in  >Iad- 
ison  county,  dying  in  Zultz's  Store,  Willow  Hole  Prairie, 
during  the  war.  He  practiced  his  profession  at  Maili- 
sonviile,  and  was  a  man  of  undoubted  influence  in  his 
community.  He  was  a  descendant  of  the  Scotch  Mc- 
Nairs,  who  first  settled  in  North  Carolina,  from  which 
state  branches  of  the  family  radiated  in  many  direc- 
tions. 

Dr.  J.  Roderick  McNair  married  Mary  McDonald,  who 
died  in  Madison  county,  the  mother  of  thirteen  cliildron. 
Those  to  reach  maturity  were:  Martha,  who  iimiiied 
William  Shannon,  of  Bedias,  Texas;  Kate,  who  iii:irried 
George  Fullerton,  of  Brazos  county;  Alexander,  ^^ho 
lived  in  Navarro  county;  William  T.,  who  spent  the  most 
of  his  career  in  Madison  county;  Barbara,  who  first  mar- 
ried a  Mr.  McDowell,  secondly  a  Mr.  Henry,  and  was  a 
third  time  married;  EflSe,  who  became  Mrs.  James 
Henry  and  still  resides  in  Brazos  county;  Belinda,  who 
married  Mat  Burney,  a  lawyer  and  later  city  marshal 
of  XJvalda,  Texas;  Susanna,  Mrs.  James  Ford,  of  Hous- 
ton; Dodson,  who  died  in  Madison  county.  These  chil- 
dren were  all  brought  up  in  the  old-school  Presbyterian 
church. 

John  Roderick  McNair,  Jr.,  the  father,  was  born  in 
Mississippi,  and  was  a  nephew  of  Judge  McNair,  of 
Smith  county,  that  state.  Although  his  father  was  a 
scholarly  and  accomplished  citizen,  the  son  acquired  only 
limited  education.  Early  in  his  manhood  he  entered 
the  war  as  a  Confederate  soldier,  and  his  three  younger 
brothers  served  the  same  cause.  He  left  the  army  as  an 
invalid  after  much  service,  and  was  at  home  when  the 
crisis  came  and  the  Confederacy  collapsed.  Removing  to 
Navarro  county  soon  after  the  war,  he  remained  there 
several  years,  raising  mules,  horses  and  cattle.  A  few 
years  before  his  death  he  moved  to  Kaufman  county,  liv- 
ing at  Baker's  Prairie  when  he  died.  He  was  still  a 
young  man  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  most  of  his 
years  in  Kaufman  county  were  spent  as  a  farmer.  He 
was  not  a  church  member. 

Some  time  before  the  war  John  Roderick  McNair,  Jr., 
married  Miss  Eliza  J.  Baker,  a  daughter  of  John  Baker, 
a  pioneer  of  Texas.  He  moved  from  Illinois  to  this 
state,   first   settling  in  Walker  county,  then  in  Baker's 
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Prairie,  where  his  daughter  Eli?a  was  born  in  1S39. 
John  Baker  reached  Texas  in  time  to  take  part  in  mili- 
tary raids  against  the  Indians,  ami  for  his  part  therein 
received  several  grants  of  laud.  He  married  a  Miss 
Neely,  and  their  children  were  Joseph,  John  William, 
Mary,  Emeline  and  Eliza  J.  ilary  married  a  Mr.  King 
and  Emeline  became  the  wife  of  William  Langham.  Mrs. 
McNair  is  still  living  and  is  now  Mrs.  Eliza  J.  Hall. 
The  children  by  her  first  marriage  are:  D.  Cullen;  Alex- 
ander and  Sharp,  both  of  whom  died  in  childhood ; 
George,  of  Alamoosa,  Colorado ;  Baker  D.,  of  Kemp ;  and 
John  C.  a  merchant  of  Kemp.  The  Hall  children  are 
Mrs.  Doar  Bonner,  of  Louisiana,  and  Walter  Hall,  of 
Kice,  Texas. 

D.  Cullen  McNair  acquired  a  little  more  than  the  rudi- 
ments of  an  education  in  the  ' '  Old  Cedar  Log  School ' ' 
at  Kemp.  His  active  business  experience  provided  him 
the  rest  of  his  training  for  life.  He  learned  more  while 
teaching  than  as  a  student,  and  for  ten  years  was  one 
of  the  well  qualified  and  successful  teachers  in  Kauf- 
man county.  His  first  term  was  taught  at  Shiloh  and 
his  last  at  Lone  Elm.  In  1S96  he  was  elected  the  county 
clerk  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  which  party  he  and 
his  ancestors  have  long  been  identified.  He  succeeded 
Frank  Gilmore  in  the  olfice.  Before  the  expiration  of 
his  term  he  bought  the  lumber  yards  in  Kemp  from  J.  T. 
Stewart,  and  handled  all  the  building  material,  lumber, 
lime,  cement,  brick  and  paints  distributed  through  this 
section.  He  also  engaged  in  the  coal  trade,  but  on  the 
19th  of  January,  1914,  he  sold  his  interests  to  the  Rock- 
well Brothers  Company,  of  Houston,  and  at  this  time  is 
not  actively  engaged  in  business.  Brought  up  through 
youth  to  manhood  on  a  farm,  Mr.  McNair  has  never  for 
any  length  of  time  been  completely  divorced  from  his 
interests  in  stock  raising.  He  is  the  owner  of  several 
tracts  of  land,  devoted  to  crops,  in  Kaufman  county. 
Politically  he  has  always  been  a  sturdy  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party,  but  has  not  been  interested  in  practical 
politics  since  lie  left  the  office  of  county  clerk.  He  is  an 
elder  in  il;i'  I'lislntcrian  church,  and  has  attended  the 
Presbytrn     i^  :i  ili  ic  Ljate  during  the  past  ten  years. 

At  V:ni  AlstMic,  Tfxus,  November  1,5,  1S85,  Mr.  McNair 
married  iliss  Dura  Thornton,  a  daughter  of  George  A.  and 
Martha  A.  (Mathis)  Thornton.  Both  her  parents  came 
froih  Mississippi.  The  Thornton  children  were:  Martha, 
who  married  Benjamin  Boyd;  Georgie,  who  became  Mrs. 
W.E.Cooper;  Cassie,  who  married  W.G.Baker;  Jonnie, 
who  married  C.  W.  Wheeler;  Bettie,  who  married  David 
Shields;  Dora,  now  Mrs.  McNair;  and  Thomas  N.,  of 
Wayne,  Oklahoma.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McNair  are:  One,  the  first-born,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Willie,  wife  of  Louis  A.  Louchard,  of  Oak  Cliff,  Dallas 
.county;  Paul  T.,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Moore 
&  McNair,  haberdashers  and  gentlemen's  furnishers  at 
Kamp,  and  who  married  Miss  Euby  Mayfield,  of  Sham- 
rock, Texas,  March  11,  1914;  another  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  Lloyd,  ConneUey,  Leslie,  Lela,  and  John 
Roderick. 

James  Franklin  Ne\vman.  In  a  large  territory 
about  Sweetwater  the  name  of  James  F.  Newman  sig- 
nifies all  the  best  qualities  of  business  .success  and  of 
good  citizenship.  Mr.  Newman  is  one  of  the  veteran 
ranchers  of  west  Texas.  Like  many  others  in  that  field, 
he  started  out  with  only  an  ability  to  ride  a  horse  and 
to  work  long  hours  and  endure  the  fatigue  and  hard- 
ships of  the  open  range.  Jlr.  Newman  first  began  riding 
range  over  forty-five  years  ago,  and  has  since  attracted 
to  himself  great  holdings  of  land,  of  farming  and  live 
stock  interests,  and  varied  relations  with  the  business 
community  in  which  he  lived.  Over  the  Eoyal  road  of 
hard  labor  he  has  won  success,  and  at  the  same  time  has 
shown  a  commendable  degree  of  public  spirit  in  his  em- 
ployment of  means  which  have  come  to  him.  Eighteen 
years  ago  Mr.  Newman  donated  some  land  and  a  por- 
tion of  a  i)rivate  race  course  at  Sweetwater  for  the  site 


of  the  splendid  new  high  school,  one  of  the  finest  build- 
ings of  its  kind  in  Texas,  and  which  is  a  credit  both  to 
the  civic  enterprise  of  Sweetwater  and  to  the  liberality 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newman.  This  is  only  one  of  many 
ways  in  which  he  has  used  his  means  to  influence  and 
improve  his  community. 

James  F.  Newman  comes  of  one  of  the  old  families 
of  Tennessee,  whose  representatives  are  well  known  both 
in  that  state  and  in  Arkansas.  He  was  born  December 
20,  1S49,  in  Montgomery,  Arkansas,  the  son  of  Martin 
and  Elizabeth  (Polk)  JSTewman  of  Arkansas.  Martin 
Xcwniau  was  a  farmer  and  cattleman  and  in  1850  moved 
to  Navarro  county,  Texas,  where  he  continued  as  a 
rancher  until  his  death  on  December  S.  1911,  at  the 
home  of  his  son,  James  F.  Newman.  His  wife  was  a 
daughter  of  James  K.  Polk,  a  near  relative  of  the 
James  K.  Polk,  the  president  of  the  United  States  from 
1845  to  1849.  The  five  children,  two  sons  and  three 
daughters,  in  the  Newman  family  were  as  follows: 
Prudy  Ann,  J.  F.,  Sare  E.,  Mary  J.,  and  Moses  Newman. 

James  F.  Newman  was  about  a  year  old  when  the 
family  came  to  Texas.  That  part  of  "his  youth  in  which 
he  would  naturally  have  been  busy  with  school  attend- 
ance was  passed  during  the  troubled  days  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  his  preparation  for  life  was  largely  left  to 
practical  experience  on  the  farm  and  on  the  cattle  range. 
He  early  became  an  assistant  to  his  father,  and  began 
riding  a  pony  before  he  could  mount  from  the  ground. 
During  the  year  his  father  fought  as  a  Confederate  sol- 
dier from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  and  the  son  lived 
at  home  and  helped  keep  up  the  work  of  the  farm. 
About  1867  he  went  into  the  cattle  business  for  himself, 
practically  without  any  funds,  and  with  only  a  small 
bunch  of  cattle.  His  early  operations  were  in  Navarro 
county,  where  grazing  land  was  at  that  time  free,  and 
with  his  cattle  he  rode  the  range  all  over  the  country 
between  Corsicana  and  Fisher  counties.  His  attention 
was  given  to  cattle,  and  he  also  raised  horses  and  mules. 
As  long  as  there  was  free  grass  he  kept  his  headquarters 
in  Navarro  county,  then  in  1879  moved  out  to  Fisher 
county,  which  was  still  an  unspent  range,  and  with  the 
invasion  of  wire  fences  and  the  farmer  settlers  in  that 
region  he  went  still  further  west  in  1882,  and  operated 
on  the  open  range  about  Salt  Lake  in  New  Mexico.  In 
1899  ilr.  Newman  returned  all  his  important  interests  to 
Texas,  and  in  Fisher  county  bought  fifty  sections  of 
land  for  ranching  and  farming.  His  operations  for 
some  years  were  so  extensive  as  to  require  much  land  be- 
sides, and  he  leased  large  quantities  of  grazing  pasture. 
Mr.  Newman  is  known  as  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
successful  stockmen  in  Nolan  county.  His  specialty  in 
cattle  are  the  Herefords,  and  he  is  one  of  the  men  who 
has  witnessed  the  transition  from  the  old  times  when 
the  Texas  long  horn  was  a  staple  steer  until  now  scarcely 
a  specimen  of  that  old  range  stock  can  be  found  in  the 
entire  commonwealth.  Mr.  Newman  has  himself  been 
always  a  little  bit  in  advance  of  most  of  his  neighbors 
and  associates  in  this  business  and  that  quality  has  been 
a  large  element  in  his  success.  In  recent  years  he  has 
combined  agriculture  with  the  pastoral  industry  and  at 
the  present  time  has  about  two  thousand  acres  under 
cultivation,  raising  cotton  and  small  grains  of  all  de- 
scriptions, ilr.  Newman  owns  a  bank  in  Fisher  county, 
known  as  the  J.  O.  F.  Newman  and  Sons,  and  he  and 
his  sons  also  operate  a  cotton  seed  oil  mill  in  Sweetwater. 
In  Sweetwater  he  is  the  owner  of  large  quantities  of  real 
estate,  and  besides  the  private  bank  mentioned  is  a  stock- 
holder in  Sweetwater  institutions.  Mr.  Newman  has  his 
fine  home  and  ranch  headquarters  near  Sweetwater,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  has  gratified  his  tastes  in  fine 
horses,  his  stables  containing  some  of  the  fastest  and 
best  stock  in  Texas.  His  own  private  race  course  af- 
forded the  necessary  facilities  for  training,  and  he  still 
takes  much  interest  in  his  horses. 

Mr.  Newman,  though  essentially  a  business  man,  has 
not  neglected  his  responsibilities  to  the  public,  and  for 


fW*      t!Pi 


oi^"/n 


'jZ^Urj^y^i-^i-^ 


TEXAS  AND  TEXANS 


2137 


six  years  served  as  sheriff  of  Nolan  county,  making  a 
reputation  for  ettioiency  and  personal  bravery,  at  a  time 
when  the  duties  of  the'  office  required  the  services  of  cool 
and  fearless  men.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  an  active 
member  of  his  party,  and  a  worker  for  community  wel- 
fare at  every  opportunity.  Mr.  Newman  is  a  firm  be- 
liever in  the  superiority  of  West  Texas  over  the  rest  of 
the  world,  and  for  his  own  part  says  he  would  live  no- 
where else. 

On  September  4,  1873,  Mr.  Newman  married  Miss  Jo- 
sephine Eushing,  a  daughter  of  Calvin  Rushing  of  Na- 
varro county.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  in  Navarro 
county,  served  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  Confederate 
army,"  and  died  on  September  25,  1912,  at  the  old  home 
in  Navarro  county.  His  wife  died  in  1893.  Calvin 
Eushing  and  wife  had  four  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living  and  married,  except  the  oldest  daughter.  To  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newman  have  been  born  three 
sons,  as  follows:  Alfred  T..  born  October  17,  1874; 
Harter  S.,  born  October  30,  1876;  and  Ira  M.  Newman, 
born  March  27,  1887.  Alfred  T.  Newman,  the  oldest 
son,  married  Miss  Keith  Fuque  of  Russellville  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  their  two  children  are  Horace  H.  and  Queen 
Elizabeth,  aged  respectively  fourteen  and  eleven  j-ears. 

Jason  Sowell.  The  vital  loyalty  which  Mr.  Sowell 
accords  to  Texas  is  based  not  only  on  deep  appreciation 
of  the  advantages  and  attractions  of  the  Lone  Star  com- 
monwealth, but  also  upon  the  fact  that  within  its  gra- 
cious borders  he  has  maintained  his  home  since  his  boy- 
hood days,  his  parents  having  come  to  the  state  about 
four  years  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  Mr. 
Sewell  is  today  numbered  among  the  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  Kaufman  county,  where  he  has  served 
in  various  public  offices  of  distinctive  trust,  and  he  now 
resides  in  the  attractive  little  city  of  Forney,  near 
which  is  located  his  well-improved  farm.  Sterling  char- 
acter, genial  nature,  high  ideals  and  worthy  achievement 
designate  this  popular  citizen,  and  he  is  well  entitled  to 
specific  recognition  in  this  publication. 

Mr.  Sowell  was  born  in  Ita;\amba  county,  Mississippi, 
on  the  9th  of  May,  1853,  and  is  a  scion  of  a  family  that 
was  early  founded  in  the  southern  part  of  our  great  na- 
tional domain,  his  lineage  being  traced  back  to  stanch 
English  origin.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Sowell 
passed  his  entire  life  in  North  Carolina,  and  his  wife 
was  before  marriage  a  Miss  Muse.  Their  family  con- 
sinsted  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  Dempsey, 
Quimby,  Jason  and  the  Rev.  A.  M.  K.  Sowell,  and 
Nancy,"  Manda  and  Elizabeth.  Of  these  several  children 
two  became  residents  of  Arkansas,  Mrs.  Sparks  Ken- 
nedy, who  died  in  Texarkana,  that  state,  and  Dempsey, 
who  passed  the  closing  years  of  his  life  in  the  city  of 
Little  Rock.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennedy  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Margaret,  Gather,  Ala,  Mary,  Giis,  Lewis,  Joe, 
Acia,  William  and  Tom.'  This  family  settled  near  Tex- 
arkana about  forty-five  years  ago.  He  whose  name  ini- 
tiates this  article"  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  A.  M.  K.  and 
Mary  (Moore)  Sowell,  and  was  the  sixth  in  order  of 
birth  of  their  nine  children,  namely:  Hamilton,  a  lum- 
berman and  stock  raiser  in  New  Me.xico ;  Mary,  who  died 
in  Kaufman  county,  the  wife  of  George  Stratton ;  Sal- 
lie,  who  married  Samuel  Murphy  and  spent  her  life  in 
Kaufman  county;  Dr.  Connor  B.,  of  whom  mention  is 
iuade  elsewhere  in  this  publication ;  AUce,  who  married 
Dr.  Stroud  and  passed  the  closing  years  of  her  life  in 
Terrell,  Texas;  Thomas  and  Marion,  both  of  whom  died 
in  Kaufman  county;  and  Emory,  who  died  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Confederate  army  while  in  service  in  the  Civil  war. 

The  Eev.  A.  M.  K.  Sowell  was  the  head  of  one  of  the 
three  families,  the  Sowells,  the  Sewells  and  the  Carliles, 
who  came  from  Mississippi  and  established  homes  in 
Texas  in  the  year  1859,  and  the  names  of  these  families 
have  been  most  i)rominently  and  worthily  linked  with 
the  history  of  Kaufman  county,  this  state.  The  Missis- 
sippi migrants  to  the  Lone  Star  state  came  in  company 
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and  formed  a  more  or  less  stately  overland  caravan  as 
they  made  their  way  onward  with  "teams  and  wagons  and 
their  varied  household  appurtenances.  The  father  of 
Jason  Sowell  secured  a  tract  of  land  along  the  line  be- 
tween Kaufman  and  Dallas  lounties,  and  there  engaged 
in  the  raising  of  live  stock,  witli  which  line  of  industry 
he  continued  to  be  actively  identified  for  many  years,  his 
stock  in  the  early  days  being  driven  to  either  Jefferson 
or  Shreveport,  from  which  points  it  was  shipped  to  the 
market  at  New  Orleans.  When  in  middle  life  Eev.  Sowell 
began  his  zealous  service  as  a  local  preacher  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  church,  and  he  served  as  a  missionary 
preacher  in  many  parts  of  the  Trinity  river  country, 
where  his  name  and  memory  are  held  in  lasting  affection 
and  honor.  He  was  one  of  the  early  sheriffs  of  Kaufman 
county  following  the  so-called  reconstruction  period  after 
the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina, and  in  his  youth  became  a  resident  of  Itawamba 
county,  Mississippi,  where  he  remained  until  his  migra- 
tion to  Texas.  After  many  years  of  residence  in  Kauf- 
man county  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sowell  removed  to  Mitchell 
county,  and  he  is  accredited  with  having  raised  the  first 
bale  of  cotton  grown  in  that  county.  He  there  contin- 
ued to  reside  until  his  death,  at  the  venerable  age  of 
eighty-eight  years,  and  his  cherished  and  devoted  wife 
was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in  1903.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Moore  and  a  Miss  Dowd,  and  she  had 
the  following  brothers  and  sisters:  William,  Cornelius, 
Hugh,  Joseph,  Henry,  Patrick,  Hyram,  Wellington,  Jane, 
Amelia,  Sarah  and  Siba.  Two  of  the  sons  of  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Sowell  were  valiant  soldiers  of  the  Confederacy  in 
the  Civil  war:  Hamilton  H.,  who  is  now  a  resident  of 
Lower  Penasco,  Chaves  county,  New  Mexico,  and  Emory, 
who  died  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  while  in  the  service. 

As  previously  stated.  Jason  Sowell  was  a  lad  of  six 
years  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to  Texas,  and 
the  period  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  found  him  identified 
with  his  father's  agricultural  and  stock-growing  opera- 
tions in  Kaufman  and  Dallas  counties,  the  while  he  duly 
availed  himself  of  the  advantages  of  the  common  schools 
of  the  locality  and  period.  His  first  definitely  independ- 
ent effort  as  a  "  man  of  affairs ' '  was  made  when  he  was 
about  eighteen  years  of  age  and  was  in  connection  with 
grading  work  in  Dallas  county  incidental  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  railway  line  from  Marshall  to  Dallas.  As  a 
young  man  Mr.  Sowell  engaged  in  farming  and  stock 
raising  in  an  independent  way,  and  with  these  lines  of 
industry  he  has  been  continuously  identified  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  village  of  Forney  during  the  long 
intervening  years,  but  he  has  also  found  requisition  for 
his  services  in  connection  with  public  offices  of  distinctive 
local  trust  and  responsibility.  He  now  owns  a  well- 
improved  and  valuable  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  to  which  he  gives  a  general  supervision,  and  since 
the  autumn  of  1912  he  has  maintained  his  residence  in 
the  neighboring  town  of  Forney,  where  he  owns  an  at- 
tractive home  on  Center  street,  the  leading  thoroughfare 
through  the  residence  district  of  the  town. 

In  politics  Mr.  Sowell  has  never  wavered  in  his  alle- 
giance to  the  cause  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has 
been  a  prominent  figure  in  its  councils  in  Kaufman 
county.  In  1892  he  was  elected  county  assessor,  and  two 
years  later  was  re-elected,  so  that  he  served  four  con- 
secutive years  in  this  oflSce,  the  affairs  of  which  he  ad- 
ministered with  marked  discrimination  and  efficiency. 
In  1900  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners,  and  in  this  office  he  served  eight  years, 
with  characteristic  fidelity  and  efficiency.  He  manifested 
in  this  connection  his  abiding  civic  loyalty  and  progress- 
iveness,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  conserve  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  county  and  its  people.  He  assisted  mate- 
rially in  formulating  the  policies  by  which  the  county 
provided  for  the  payment  of  the  indebtedness  incurred  in 
the  erection  of  the  courthouse  and  jail,  and  within  his 
regime  was  also  instituted  the  county  system  of  road 
grading  and  improving,  which  forms  an  important  part 
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in  the  budget  of  ijublie  expenses  in  the  county  each  year. 
He  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  his  home  county,  is  a  past  chancellor  of  the 
Knights  of  P*ythias,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Baptist  church. 

In  the  year  1879  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Jlr. 
Sowell  to  Miss  Olive  Jaclison,  who  is  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Thomas  E.  Jaclison,  who  came  from  the  state  of 
Georgia  and  numbered  himself  among  the  pioneers  of 
the  Beaumont  district  of  Texas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sowell 
have  five  children:  Myrtle,  who  remains  at  the  parental 
home  and  is  one  of  the  popular  figures  in  the  social  activ- 
ities of  the  community;  Claude  B.,  Eoy  H.  and  Thomas 
W..  all  of  whom  are  in  the  employ  of  the  Great  Southern 
Life  Insurance  Company  of  Dallas;  and  Byron,  who  is 
attending  Austin   College   at   Sherman,   Texas. 

Austin  College.  Since  its  establishment  in  1849  Aus- 
tin College  has  been  so  closely  identified  with  the  culture 
and  general  welfare  of  the  state  that  no  history  of  Texas 
could  omit  frequent  reference  to  the  institution.  Many 
references  in  the  course  of  this  work  have  been  made  to 
Austin  College,  and  it  is  here  the  intention  to  set  down 
briefly  an  outline  history  of  Austin  College. 

From  the  establishment  of  American  settlement  in 
Texas  plans  were  cherished  and  efforts  made  from  time 
to  time  to  establish  a  school  of  higher  learning  under 
Presbyterian  auspices,  but  the  first  enterprises,  including 
the  ''University  of  Nacogdoches"  and  "The  College 
of  the  West,"  proved  failures.  It  was  with  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Presbytery  of  Brazos  in  1840  that  a  basis 
of  united  action  was  finally  agreed  upon.  However, 
owing  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  country,  nothing 
could  be  done  at  that  time.  By  request  of  the  citizens  of 
Nacogdoches  the  Presbytery  assumed  control  of  an  insti- 
tution founded  in  that  town,  and  also  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  select  a  location  on  the  Guadalupe  Eiver  for 
an  institution  to  be  known  as  "The  College  of  the  West." 
Neither  of  these  enterprises  materialized,  and  the  record 
is  interesting  only  to  show  that  the  matter  of  education 
was  prominent  in  the  minds  of  Presbyterians  at  that 
early  day. 

The  first  significant  action  for  the  establishment  of 
a  college  was  taken  at  the  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  in 
Washington,  Texas,  June  21,  1849.  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  select  a  more  central  location  for  a  college 
and  the  committee  reported  in  October  of  the  same  year 
in  favor  of  Huutsville.  The  college  was  named  in  honor 
of  Stephen  ¥.  Austin,  and  another  committee  secured  the 
signature  of  Governor  Wood  to  the  college  charter  on 
November  22,  1849.  That  old  charter,  with  some  amend- 
ments, is  still  operative. 

The  first  board  of  trustees  consisted  of  Daniel  Baker, 
R.  Smither,  J.  Hume,  G.  C.  Red,  H.  Yoakum,  J.  Branch, 
Sam  Houston,  H.  Wilson,  J.  C.  Smith,  A.  J.  Burke  and 
J.  W.  Miller.  They  met  and  organized  in  Huntsvllle 
April  5,  1850,  with  Rev.  Daniel  Baker  president  of  the 
board  pro  tern.  Rev.  Samuel  McKinney  was  elected  the 
first  j)resident  of  the  college  and  Rev.  Daniel  Baker  finan- 
cial agent.  Class  work  began  immediately,  as  Dr.  Mc- 
Kinney was  already  teaching  in  Huntsville. 

Presbyterianism  "in  Texas  at  this  time  consisted  of 
eighteen  ministers,  thirty-two  churches  and  about  five 
hundred  communicants.  Politically  and  socially  the  con- 
ditions that  prevailed  throughout  the  country  were  unfa- 
vorable to  permanent  institutional  growth,  and  when  the 
poverty  of  the  people  and  the  numerical  weakness  of  the 
Presbyterian  organization  are  taken  into  consideration, 
the  success  and  survival  of  Austin  College  seems  remark- 
able. The  ministers  who  laid  the  foundation  of  the  col- 
lege were  pioneer  missionaries  of  Presbyterianism,  and 
were  men  of  culture  and  college  training,  representing 
such  institutions  as  Jefferson  College  in  Pennsylvania. 
Princeton  College  in  New  Jersey,  and  other  old  schools. 
After  a  tour  in  the  east  the  financial  agent.  Dr.  Baker, 
secured  nearlv  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  new 


school,  and  the  most  liberal  contributor  was  Eev.  Ben- 
jamin Chase  of  Mississippi,  who  gave  ten  thousand  acres 
of  Texas  land  to  the  endowment  fund. 

The  war  between  the  states  was  disastrous  to  all  Texas 
institutions,  but  Austin  College  was  not  forced  entirely 
to  close  its  doors,  although  its  treasury  was  empty  and 
its  faculty  reduced.  In  January,  1871,  Rev.  S.  M.  Luck- 
ett  was  elected  president.  To  him  and  his  co-laborers,  J. 
W.  Chadwick  of  Chapel  Hill  and  Rev.  Donald  McGregor 
of  Houston,  is  mainly  due  the  continued  existence  of  Aus- 
tin College.  During  this  administration  a  growing  senti- 
ment arose  for  a  more  desirable  location  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  looking  to  the  removal  of  the  college  to 
some  point  in  Northern  Texas.  After  a  protracted  con- 
troversy, Sherman  was  selected,  and  the  college  removed 
thither  in  1876.  The  present  building  was  begun  at  once, 
and  its  central  part  completed  and  occupied  during  the 
incumbency  of  Rev.  H.  B.  Boude,  the  successor  to  Dr. 
Luckett  from  1878  to  1881.  When  the  history  of  the 
college  is  written  in  full  Dr.  Luckett 's  name  will  be  asso- 
ciated with  that  of  Daniel  Baker,  for  while  Dr.  Baker 
was  the  moving  spirit  in  the  foundation  of  the  college. 
Dr.  Luckett  rescued  it  from  the  shades  of  oblivion,  and 
in  ten  years  raised  about  eighty  thousand  dollars  for  its 
permanent  support,  added  two  wings  to  the  building,  and 
increased  the  number  of  students  to  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  with  nine  professors. 

Austin  College  stands  a  monument  to  the  early  leaders 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Texas,  and  the  influence 
it  has  exercised  on  the  lives  of  its  many  hundreds  of  stu- 
dents and  graduates  is  incalculable.  It  was  the  first  in- 
stitution in  the  west  to  introduce  the  Bible  course  into 
its  curriculum  and  religious  instruction  has  always  been 
an  essential  factor  of  the  student  life.  The  course  of 
study  is  the  prevailing  college  curriculum  of  arts  and 
sciences.  The  state  board  of  education  ranks  Austin 
College  among  the  first-class  colleges  of  the  state.  Its 
doois  from  the  beginning  to  the  present  time  have  been 
open  to  young  men  only,  and  the  principle  of  segregation 
has  been  the  sustained  policy  of  its  founders  and  direct- 
ors. For  the  education  of  young  women  there  is  a  co- 
educational institution  at  Brownwood,  and  a  college  for 
girls  at  Milford,  both  under  the  control  of  the  Synod 
of  Texas. 

Many  names  might  well  be  mentioned  besides  those  al- 
ready noted  as  deserving  of  remark  in  their  important 
relations  with  the  growth  and  welfare  of  Austin  College. 
However,  this  brief  sketch  will  conclude  with  a  list  of 
the  presidents  of  Austin  College  from  the  beginning  to 
the  present  time,  with  dates  of  service:  Rev.  Samuel  Mc- 
Kinnev,  1850-53;  Rev.  Daniel  Baker,  1853-57;  Eev.  A.  E. 
Thorn.'  pro  tern..  1857-58;  Rev.  R.  W.  Bailey,  1858-62; 
Rev.  Samuel  McKinnev,  1862-1871;  Rev.  S.  M.  Luckett. 
1871-1878;  Rev.  H.  B.  Boude,  1878-1881;  Prof.  W.  D. 
A'inson,  pro  tern.,  1881-82;  Rev.  E.  P.  Palmer,  1881-85: 
Rev.  Donald  McGregor.  1885-87;  Rev.  S.  M.  Luckett, 
1887-97;  Rev.  T.  R.  Sampson,  1897-1900;  Rev.  T.  S. 
Clyce.   1900-1914. 

Rev.  Thomas  Stone  Clyce,  D.  O.  LL.  D.  It  is  in 
connection  with  educational  work  that  the  Eev.  T.  S. 
Clvce  is  best  known  to  the  people  of  Sherman,  Texas, 
wliere  for  fourteen  years  he  has  been  president  of  Austin 
College ;  yet  he  is  not  alone  an  educator,  but  has  long  been 
identified  with  the  Presbyterian  ministry,  and  in  1912  was 
elected  moderator  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church  of  the  United  States  (Southern)  at 
Bristol.  Tennessee,  this  being  the  highest  honor  within 
the  gift  of  the  church.  Doctor  Clyce  was  born  Septem- 
ber 1",  1863.  at  Kingsport,  Tennessee,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Hagy)  Clyce,  the  former. 
an  architect  and  contractor,  born  at  Lexington,  Virginia, 
and  the  latter  at  Abingdon,  that  state. 

Dr.  Clyce  was  born  and  reared  on  a  farm,  and  his 
boyhood  was  spent  in  simple  pursuits.  He  was  a  studious 
lad,  with  a  receptive  mind,  and  after  he  had  completed 
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the  curriculum   of   the   public  schools  he  entered  King 
College,  Bristol,  Tennessee,  where  he  received  the  degree 
of  bachelor  of  arts  in  1887.     He  graduated  from  Colum- 
bia Theological  Seminary,  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  in 
1890;  from  Louisville  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary 
in   1894,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity; 
received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  South- 
western Presbyterian  University  of  Clarksville,  Tennessee, 
in  1900,  and  in  1912  was  given  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Laws  by   King  College.     Entering  the  ministry   of  the 
Presbyterian  church  in  the  United  States,  his  first  charge 
was  at  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Decatur,  Ala- 
bama, where  he  remained  in  1890  and  1891,  then  becom- 
ing   pastor    of   the    Woodland    Presbyterian    church,    at 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  he  continued  from   1891   to 
1896.    He  then  was  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Jackson,  Alabama,  and  president  of  the  Jackson  Agri- 
cultural College,  from   1896  to   1900,  and   in   the  latter 
year    became    president    of    Austin    College,    a    position 
which  he  has  continued  to  fill  to  the  present  time.     Dur- 
ing the  past  decade  or  more  the  standard  of  education 
in   Texas   has  been   decidedly   heightened.     The  earliest 
efforts  at  realization  of  a  high  standard  were  crude  and 
ineffective;   but  they  paved  the  way  to  the  marked  suc- 
cess of  later  years,  the  amount  and  organization  of  teach- 
ing being  now  such  as  will  bear  the  most  rigid  examina- 
tion  and   thorough  criticism.     It  is  impossible   and   un- 
necessary to  trace  in  detail  the  various  steps  in  this  ad- 
vance of  pedagogical  thought ;  it  has  been  gradual,  never 
revolutionary,  and  more  discernible  in  the  present  result 
than  in  the  stages  of  its  progress.     It  would  be  invidious 
and  inaccurate  to  attribute  leadership  in  this  advance  to 
one    school    or   another — all    have    contributed    to    it    in 
greater  or  less  degree ;  but  no  one  will  take  exception  to 
the   assertion   that    great   credit    is   due,    in   the   general 
reckoning,  to  the  wisdom,  insight  and  persistence  of  the 
president  of  Austin  College.     In  political  matters  a  Dem- 
ocrat, Doctor  Clyce  cast  his  first  vote  for  President  Cleve- 
land, and  has  never  given  his  ballot  to  any  other  ticket. 
His  fraternal  relation  is  with  the  Masons. 

On  October  5,  1892,  Doctor  Clyce  was  married  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  Miss  May  De  Perrin,  and  to  this 
union  there  have  been  born  three  children,  namely:  Wal- 
lace Perrin,  Dorothy  and  Edmonia  Elizabeth. 

Harry  E.  Hedeman.  Harry  E.  Hedeman  is  well  known 
throughout  Llano  county,  Texas,  as  one  of  the  energetic 
and  successful  business  men  of  this  section.  For  over 
thirty  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  business  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  having  a  share  in  various  enterprises 
that  have  meant  much  to  the  people  of  this  vicinity.  He 
has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  civic  and  commercial  life 
of  Llano,  and  is  always  among  those  men  who  place  the 
welfare  of  their  city  and  the  betterment  of  living  condi- 
tions before  their  own  personal  comfort. 

Harry  E.  Hedeman  was  born  on  the  17th  of  April, 
1859,  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  His  father  died  when 
he  was  thirteen  years  of  age  and  Mr.  Hedeman  has  been 
practically  earning  his  own  living  ever  since  that  time. 
He  first,  as  a  boy,  worked  in  a  grocery  store  at  odd  mo- 
ments, when  he  was  not  in  school,  and  in  this  way  he 
earned  the  money  by  means  of  which  he  was  enabled  to 
go  to  college.  He  received  his  elementary  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  state  and  then  attended  Chris- 
tian Brothers  College.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  left 
college  and  his  first  two  years  were  spent  as  a  sailor. 
After  these  years  spent  on  the  sea  he  went  to  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  During 
this  time  he  studied  engineering  and  fitted  himself  for 
some  of  the  work  he  was  to  take  up  in  bis  future  home. 

It  was  in  1882  that  he  came  to  Texas  and  located  in 
Lampasas.  Here  he  took  charge  of  the  water-works  and 
for  ten  years  he  operated  this  plant.  He  then  came  to 
Llano,  Texas,  and  established  an  ice  factory,  at  the  same 
time  starting  a  bottling  works.  After  about  five  years 
he  sold  his  ice  factory  and  erected  a  cotton  ein.     Three 


years  later  he  sold  out  this  business  and  established  his 
present  grocery  business.  In  his  bottling  works  he  man- 
ufactures a  full  line  of  soda  water  and  other  carbonated 
drinks,  and  he  does  an  extensive  wholesale  business 
throughout  this  section  of  the  country.  The  plant  is 
equipped  with  modern  machinery  and  the  finest  sanitary 
conditions  prevail.  In  bis  grocery  store  Mr.  Hedeman 
handles  a  full  line  of  groceries,  hardware,  tinware,  and 
similar  merchandise.  He  not  only  does  a  general  retail 
business,  but  he  has  built  up  a  flourishing  wholesale 
trade  with  the  surrounding  country.  He  also  handles 
chickens  and  turkeys  in  wholesale  lots,  shipping  many 
car  loads  each  season  to  various  markets.  He  has  built 
up  his  business  entirely  by  his  own  efforts,  and  hard 
work,  the  ability  to  see  a  good  business  opportunity,  and 
the  courage  to  take  advantage  of  it,  have  been  the  secrets 
of  his  success. 

Mr.  Hedeman  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  political 
questions  have  always  had  his  active  interest.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  school  board  for  many  years  and  was 
president  of  this  body  twice.  He  has  also  served  several 
terms  as  a  member  of  the  city  council  and  during  all  his 
public  service  he  has  been  instrumental  in  many  of  the 
improvements  that  have  been  made  in  civic  affairs.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club,  and  in  the  fraternal 
world  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Hermann  and  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  his  religious  af- 
filiations Mr.  Hedeman  is  a  communicant  of  the  Eoman 
Catholic  church. 

Mr.  Hedeman  was  married  in  Beaumont,  Texas,  in 
1884,  to  Miss  Ada  Foster,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Foster,  of  Columbia,  Texas.  Three  children,  two 
daughters  and  a  son,  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hedeman.  Leah  is  married  to  W.  B.  Lewis  and  resides 
in  Hearne,  Texas.  Ethel  is  living  at  home,  and  Harry, 
who  is  unmarried,   is  associated  with  his  father  in  the 

Mr.  Hedeman,  like  most  of  the  men  who  have  lived  in 
Texas  during  the  years  in  which  it  has  developed  from  a 
cattle  country  into  a  state  of  many  different  interests, 
is  enthusiastic  over  its  possibilities.  He  says  that  Texas 
is  a  wonderful  country  and  has  a  great  future  before  it. 
In  his  opinion  Llano  county,  in  particular,  will  some 
day  develop  into  a  great  mining  district,  and  will  grow 
as  it  never  has  grown  heretofore. 

Jonathan  W.  Crudgington.  A  prominent  attorney 
and  prosperous  citizen  of  Amarillo.  ilr.  Crudgington  has 
had  a  varied  experience  and  activities  and  has  supreme 
confidence  in  the  great  resources  and  opportunities  of 
Texas,  particularly  northwest  Texas,  where  his  home  has 
been  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Jonathan  W.  Crudgington  was  born  in  Roane  county, 
Tennessee,  January  31,  1860,  a  son  of  Elijah  and  Caro- 
lina (Fender)  Crudgington.  The  grandfather  Abram 
Crudgington  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  having  been 
one  of  General  John  Sevier 's  volunteers  from  the  Caro- 
linas,  Georgia  and  Virginia,  and  participating  in  the 
battle  of  King's  Mountain.  Elijah  Crudgington,  the  fa- 
ther, had  an  even  more  notable  war  career.  He  was 
born  in  Sullivan  county,  Tennessee,  and  when  a  young 
man  enlisted  in  Company  F  of  the  Third  Tennessee  Cav- 
alry in  the  Union  army.  He  was  first  lieutenant  of  his 
company.  During  one  of  his  scouting  expeditions  he  was 
taken  prisoner,  and  first  placed  in  prison  at  Knoxville, 
in  which  prison  the  famous  Parson  Brownlow  was  like- 
wise confined,  and  from  there  Mr.  Crudgington  was  sent 
with  fifty-five  other  federals  to  the  Confederate  prison  in 
Richmond,  Virginia.  From  the  capital  city,  together 
with  ninety-nine  other  men,  he  was  started  for  Salis- 
bury. North  Carolina,  to  be  held  as  hostages  for  the  gen- 
eral good  behavior  of  the  United  States  government. 
While  en  route  to  that  place  he  effected  his  escape  by 
leaping  off  the  swiftly  moving  train,  and  with  one  other 
companion  wandered  about  for  six  weeks  in  the  vain  en- 
deavor to  reach  the   federal  lines.     Finallv  he  and   his 
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comrade  were  captured  by  Confederates,  and  after  being 
held  for  a  time  he  was  again  placed  in  prison  at  Eich- 
mond.  Later  he  was  sent  to  Salisbury,  North  Carolina, 
where  on  November  26,  1863,  he  again  made  his  escape 
with  three  other  prisoners.  Of  the  fifty-six  sent  from 
Knoxville  to  Bichmond  only  four,  Mr.  Crudgington  and 
three  others,  lived  to  see  the  end  of  the  war.  Elijah 
Crudgington  in  1870  came  to  Texas  and  located  in  that 
part  of  Kaufman  county  which  has  since  been  cut  off  and 
organized  as  Rockwall  county.  In  that  vicinity  he  engaged 
in  farming,  a  vocation  he  continued  until  1877,  when  he 
removed  to  Stephens  county,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death  in  1903  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  The 
mother  of  the  Amarillo  lawyer  was  also  a  native  of  Ten- 
nessee, where  she  was  educated  and  married.  Her  death 
occurred  in  Stephens  county  in  March,  1904,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three.  There  were  nine  children  in  the  fam- 
ily, of  whom  Jonathan  was  the  second. 

He  obtained  his  early  schooling  in  this  state,  and  his 
first  important  work  after  leaving  the  farm  was  con- 
tracting along  the  route  of  the  Fort  Worth  &  Denver 
City  Eailway,  in  grading  the  tracks.  He  next  began  the 
reading  of  law  in  the  offices  of  William  Veale,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1889  before  the  district  court,  and 
was  subsequently  admitted  by  the  supreme  court.  During 
his  practice  in' Texas  for  nearly  twenty-four  years  he 
has  enjoyed  a  liberal  share  of  the  business  in  each  com- 
munity where  he  has  lived.  He  first  practiced  at  Breck- 
enridge,  where  he  remained  until  August,  1902,  and  then 
transferred  his  residence  to  Palo  Pinto,  which  was  his 
home  until  1904,  at  which  date  he  moved  to  Amarillo. 
In  this  city  he  has  had  several  partnerships,  first  with 
Mr.  John  W.  Veale,  which  continued  until  1907.  With 
the  election  of  Mr.  A'^eale  as  state  senator,  Mr.  E.  E.  Un- 
derwood joined  them  as  partner,  a  relationship  which 
lasted  only  a  short  while.  Later  Mr.  Umphres  and  sub- 
sequently Mr.  F.  P.  Works  joined  the  firm.  When  Mr. 
Umphres  retired  the  firm  became  and  has  since  re- 
mained Crudgington  &  Works.  They  represent  some  of 
the  largest  clients  in  this  portion  of  Texas.  From  1896 
to  1900  Mr.  Crudgington  was  county  judge  for  two  terms 
of  Stephens  county. 

In  politics  he  is  a  progressive  Democrat,  though  inde- 
pendent of  party,  and  has  little  concern  in  practical  poli- 
tics. He  is  a  member  of  the  County  bar  association,  and 
is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  His  church  is  the 
Presbyterian. 

On 'March  4,  1890,  at  Breckenridge,  Texas,  Wr.  Crud- 
gington married  Miss  Alliene  Veale,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Levenia  Veale,  both  deceased.  They  are  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  who  are  mentioned  as  fol- 
lows: Harvey  M.,  born  at  Breckenridge,  March  21,  1892, 
a  graduate  of  the  Lowry  Phillip  school  and  now  in  the 
general  ofiSces  of  the  Santa  Fe  Eailway;  John  William, 
born  at  Breckenridge,  July  6,  1894,  a  graduate  of  the 
Amarillo  high  school;  Charles  A.,  born  at  Breckenridge, 
May  16,  1896,  a  student  in  the  high  school;  Eobert  E. 
and  George,  twins,  born  at  Breckenridge,  August  1,  1899, 
the  former  now  in  school  and  the  latter  deceased  Febru- 
ary 15,  1902;  Susan,  born  at  Palo  Pinto,  September  28, 


1903,  and  now  attending  school  in  Amarillo;  Kate,  born 
at  AmariUo,  January  25,  1906  and  AUiene,  born  at  Ama- 
rillo, February  26,  1908. 

Mr.  Crudgington  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Amarillo  Street  Eailway  Company,  and  was  vice  presi- 
dent and  one  of  the  directors  until  the  property  was  re- 
cently sold  to  an  eastern  syndicate.  He  has  been  con- 
nected with  other  local  enterprises,  among  which  is  the 
Panhandle'  State  Fair  Association,  and  is  an  energetic, 
well-informed  citizen  who  does  aU  he  can  to  advance  the 
welfare  of  his  home  community  and  state. 

Calvin  M.  Still.  Calvin  M.  Still's  life  has  been  a 
busy  and  varied  one  in  its  every  jjhase,  and  his  public 
service  of  recent  years  has  not  been  the  least  of  his  ac- 
tivities. As  mayor  of  Taylor  since  1910  he  has  proven 
himself  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  finest  enthusiasm  and  the 
most  utter  integrity,  in  his  otficial  capacity  giving  freely 
to  the  city  of  his  best  energies  and  abilities,  with  a  re- 
sult that  is  so  apparent  that  ' '  he  who  runs  may  read. ' ' 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  Taylor  since  about  1887,  and 
in  the  years  that  have  elapsed  since  he  has  come  to  enter- 
tain the  heartiest  regard  for  the  city,  his  enthusiasm 
therefore  knowing  no  bounds. 

Born  in  Eiley  county,  Kansas,  January  23,  1861,  Calvin 
M.  Still  is  the  son  of 'William  and  Katherine  (O'Malley) 
Still,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of 
Ireland,  and  the  father  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Eiley  county.  Mr.  Still  was  reared  in  Eiley  county,  re- 
ceiving there  educational  advantages  commensurate  with 
the  possibilities  of  the  community  and  the  position  of  his 
parents,  and  in  his  early  manhood  he  engaged  in  the 
service  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Eailroad  Com- 
pany. For  several  years  he  was  employed  as  a  locomotive 
engineer.  He  came  to  Texas  in  1882,  locating  at  Deni- 
son,  from  which  point  he  was  occupied  with  railroading 
on  the  "Katy."  It  was  in  1886,  still  in  the  service  of 
that  line,  that  Mr.  Still  came  to  Taylor,  in  Williamson 
county,  and  this  city  has  since  been  his  home.  Soon 
after  "locating  here  Mr.  Still  gave  up  railroad  work  and 
engaged  in  an  independent  business,  interesting  himself 
in  cotton  buying  and  later  in  fire  insurance  business,  and 
he  has  since  that  time  maintained  an  active  and  thriving 
interest  in  those  enterprises. 

It  was  in  1910  that  the  public-spiritedness  and  general 
excellence  of  the  man  as  a  citizen  came  to  be  officially 
recognized  by  the  people  in  his  election  to  the  office  of 
Mayor,  and  "so  faithfully  did  he  conduct  the  affairs  of 
the"office  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1912.  In  that  position 
Mr.  Still  has  given  of  his  best  energies  and  the  city  ac- 
knowledges an  era  of  public  improvement  of  no  slight 
importance.  Under  his  administration  much  of  the  most 
telling  improvement  work  of  the  city  has  been  carried 
on,  and  especially  in  this  connection  should  be  noted  the 
paving  of  Main  and  several  other  streets  with  creosoted 
wood  blocks,  which  gave  to  Taylor  some  of  the  finest 
streets  to  be  found  in  any  city  in  Texas. 

Mr.  Still  was  married  a"t  Denison,  Texas,  to  Miss  Brid- 
get Mary  Quinn,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  six  daugh- 
ters have  come  to  them:  Katherine,  Mary  B.,  Marguer- 
ite, Celesta,  Emma  and  Pauline. 
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